
BVCL 10873 



345.05 

C449C 


References to Official Reports 
are invariably given in all 
cases found in the Official 
Reports. 

The Synopsis for each Seel 
shows where exactly to 1 
for the point required. 
Remarks in the footnotes 
amplify and illustrate the 
•principles in the commentary 

■ 6 otleq£$ eC } wn * 




THE CODE OF 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

(V OF 1898) 



THE LEGAL PROFESSION 
IN GRATEFUL RECOGNITION OF 
THEIR WARM APPRECIATION AND SUPPORT 



THE CODE OF 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

ACT V OF 1898 

WITH 

EXHAUSTIVE, ANALYTICAL AND CRITICAL COMMENTARIES 

BY 

V. V. CHITALEY, B.A., LL. B., 

Seiiior Advocate, Federal Court & Editor, All India Reporter, Nagpur 

AND , 

IC. N. ANNAJI RAO, B. A., B. L., 

Advocate, High Court, Madras 

Authors of the Commentaries on “ The Code of Civil Procedure ” 
and ” The Indian Limitation Act ” 

ASSISTED BY 

D. V. CHITALEY, B.A..LL.B., 

Vakil and Publisher, All India Reporter, Nagpur. 


SECOND EDITION 

VOLUME II 

SECTIONS 201 to 430 


THE ALL INDIA REPORTER LTD., 

NAGPUR. 


1941 

( All Rights Reserved) 



PRINTED AT 

THE ALL INDIA REPORTER PRESS 
NAGPUR 



ABBREVIATIONS 

f 


A. 0. 


A. I. R. 1921 All., Bom. etc. 

All. or I. L. R. All. 

Agra. 

All. L. Jour. 

All. W. N. 

All. W. R. 

App. Oas. 

Beng. L. R. 

B. R. 

Bom. or I. L. R. Bom. 

Bom. H. 0. R. 

Bom. L. R. 

Bom. P. J. 

Bourke 
Bur. L. Jour. 

Bur. L. R. 

Bur. L. Tim. 

Cal. or I. L. R. Cal. 

Cal. L. Jour. • 

Cal. L. R. 

Cal. W! N. 

C. P. L. R. 

Cor. 

Or. C. 

Cr. Rg.- • 

Cr. L. J. ' 

E. R. 

Hay 
Hyde 
Ind. App. 

Ind. Cas. 

Ind. Jur. (n.S.) 

Ind. Jur. (o.S.) 

Ind. Rul. 

Ear. (I. L. R.) 

K. B. 

Knapp 

Lah. or I. L. R. Lab. 

Lab. L. Jour. - 


Government of India (Adaptation of Indian 
Laws) Order, 1937, as modified by the 
Government of India (Adaptation of In- 
dian Laws) Supplementary Order, 1937. 
All India Reporter, Allahabad, Bombay, etc. 

sections of the respective years. 

Indian Law Reports, Allahabad Series. 

Agra High Court Reports. 

Allahabad Law Journal. 

Allahabad Weekly Notes. 

Allahabad Weekly Reporter. 

Law Reports, Appeal Ca^ s (England). 
Bengal Law Reports. 

Bihar Reports. 

Indian Law Reports, Bombay Series. 
Bombay High Court Reports. 

Bombay Law Reporter. 

Bombay Printed Judgments. 

Bourke’s Reports. 

Burma Law Journal. 

Burma Law Reports. 

Burma Law Times. 

Indian Law Reports, Calcutta Series. 
Calcutta Law Journal. 

Calcutta Law Reports. 

Calcutta Weekly Notes. 

Central Provinces Law Reports. 

Coryton’s Reports. 

Criminal Cases. 

Criminal Rulings of the Bombay High Court. 
Criminal Law Journal. 

English Reports (England), 

Hay’s Reports. 

Hyde’s Reports. 

Law Reports, Indian Appeals. 

Indian Cases. 

Indian Jurist (New Series). 

Indian Jurist (Old Series). 

Indian Rulings. 

Indian Law Reports, Karachi Series. 

. Law Reports, King’s Bench (England). 
Knapp’s Reports. 

Indian Law Reports, Lahore Series. 

Lahore Law Journal. 



VI 


ABBREVIATIONS (contd.) 


L. J. 

L. R. 

L. R. A. 

Low. Bur. Rul. 

Luck, or I. L. R. Luck. 
Luck. Cas. 

Mad. or I. L. R. Mad. 
Mad. H. C. R. 

Mad. Jur. 

Mad. L. Jour. 

Mad. L. Tim. 

Mad. L. W. 

Mad. W. N. 

Marsh. 

Moo. Ind. App. 

Moo. P. 0. 0. 

Nag. (I. L. R.) 

Nag. L. Jour. 

Nag. L. R. 

N.-W. P. II. C. R. 

Oudk Gas. 

Oudk L. Jour. 

Oudk L. R. 

Oudk S. C. 

Oudk W. N. 

Pat. or I. L. R. Pat. 
Pat. H. 0. C. 

Pat. L. Jour. 

Pat. L. Tim. 

Pat. L. R. 

Pat. L. W. 

Pat. W. N. 

Pun. L. R. 

Pun. Re. 

Pun. W. R. 

Q. B. 

R. & J’s. 

Rang. 

Rang. L. R. 

Rat. 

R. R. 

R. S. 0. 

Sar. 

Skome L. R. 

Sind L. R. 

Sutker. 

Suth. W. R. 

Times L. R. 

U. P. L. R. 

U. P. B. R. 

Upp. Bur. Rul. 

Weir. 

W. R. (Eng.) 


Law Journal (England). 

Law Reports (England). 

Law Reporter, Allahabad. 

Lower Burma Rulings. 

Indian Law Reports, Lucknow Series. 
Lucknow Oases. 

Indian Law Reports, Madras Series. 

Madras High Court Reports. 

Madras Jurist. 

Madras Law Journal. 

Madras Law Times. 

Madras Law Weekly. 

Madras Weekly Notes. 

Marshall’s Reports. 

Moore’s Indian Appeals. 

Moore’s Privy Council Cases. 

Indian Law Reports, Nagpur Series. 

Nagpur Law Journal. 

Nagpur Law Reports. 

North-West Provinces High Court Reports. 
Oudk Cases. 

Oudh Law Journal. 

Oudk Law Reports. 

Oudk Select Cases. 

Oudk Weekly Notes. 

Indian Law Reports, Patna Series. 

Patna High Court Cases. 

Patna Law Journal. 

Patna Law Times. 

Patna Law Reporter. 

Patna Law Weekly. 

Patna Weekly Notes 
Punjab Law Reporter. 

Punjab Records. 

Punjab Weekly Reporter. 

Law Reports, Queen’s Bench (England). 
Rafique and Jackson’s Oudk Privy Council 
Decisions. 

Indian Law Reports, Rangoon Series. 
Rangoon Law Reports. 

Ratanlal’s Unreported Criminal Cases. 
Revised Reports (England). 

Rules of the Supreme Court of England. 
Saraswati’s Privy Council Judgments. 
Skome’s Law Reports. 

Sind Law Reporter. 

Sutherland’s Privy Council Judgments. 
Sutherland’s Weekly Reporter. 

Times Law Reports (England). 

United Provinces Law Reports. 

United Provinces Board of. Revenue. 

Upper Burma Rulings. 

Weir’s Criminal Rulings. 

Weekly Reporter (England). 



OTHER ABBREVIATIONS 


vn 


C. A. 

... Court of Appeal. 

N. 

... Note. 

01. 

... Clause. 

0 . 

... Order. 

Or. 

... Criminal. 

P. 

... Page. 

F. B. 

... Full Bench. 

P. C. 

... Privy Council. 

F. 0. 

... Federal Court. 

R. 

... Rule. 

F.-N. 

... Foot-Note. 

S. 

... Section. 

Jour. 

... Journal. 

S. B. 

... Special Bench. 


In foot-notes — (’G6) means (1866); (’04) means (1904); (’27) means 
(1927) ; (’39) means (1939). 

Full year reference is given prior to 1866, like (1818) and not (’18), 
(1865) and not (’65) and so on and to all English cases. 


IMPORTANT NOTE 

References to Official Reports are invariably 
given in all cases found in the Official Reports. 




THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, 1898 

(ACT V OF 1898) 


VOLUME II 


CONTENTS 

PART VI 

PROCEEDINGS IN PROSECUTIONS — ( contd.) 
CHAPTER XVI 

Op Complaints to Magistrates — (contd.) 

SECTIONS 

201. Procedure by Magistrate not competent to take cognizance of 

the case. 

202. Postponement for issue of process. 

208. Dismissal of complaint. _ 

CHAPTER XVH. 

Of the Commencement of Proceedings 
before Magistrates. 

204. Issue of process. 

205. Magistrate may dispense with personal attendance of accused. 

CHAPTER XVIH. 

Of Inquiry into Cases triable by the Court 
of Session or High Court. 

20G. Power to commit for trial. 

207. Procedure in inquiries preparatory to commitment. 

208. Taking of evidence produced. 

Process for production of further evidence. 

209., When accused person to be discharged. 

210. When charge is to be framed. 

Charge to be explained, and copy furnished, to accused. 

211. List of witnesses for defence on trial. 

Further list. 

212. Power of Magistrate to examine such witnesses. 

218. Order of commitment. 

214. [Repealed. ] 

215. Quashing commitments under section 213. 

216. Summons to witnesses for defence when accused is committed. 
Refusal to summon unnecessary witness unless deposit made. 

217. Bond of complainants and witnesses. 

Detention in custody in case of refusal to attend or to execute 
bond. 

218. Commitment when to be notified. 

Charge, etc., to be forwarded to High Court or Court of Session. 
English translation to be forwarded to High Court. 



1162 


CONTENTS 


SECTIONS 

219. Power to summon supplementary witnesses. 

220. Custody of accused' pending "trial. 

CHAPTER XIX. 

Of the Charge. 

Form o'f Charges. 

.221. Charge to state offence. 

Specific name of offence sufficient description. 

How stated where offence has no specific name. 

What implied in charge. 

Language of charge. 

Previous conviction when to be set out. - • 

■222. Particulars as to time, place and person. 

-223. When manner of committing offence must be stated. 

224. Words in charge taken in sense of law under which offence 

is punishable. 

225. Effect of errors. 

226. Procedure on commitment without charge or with imperfect 

charge. 

227. Court may alter charge. 

•22S. When "trial may proceed immediately after alteration. 

229. When new trial may he directed, or trial suspended. 

'230. Stay of proceedings if prosecution of offence in altered charge 
require previous sanction. 

231. Recall of witnesses when charge altered. 

232. Effect of material error. 

Joinder of charges. > • - • • • 

233. Separate charges for distinct offences. 

234. Three offences of same kind within year may he charged 

together. 

235. Trial for more than one offence. 

Offence falling within two definitions. 

Acts constituting one offence, but constituting when combined 
a different offence. • 

236. Where it is doubtful what offence has been committed. 

237. When a person is charged with one offence, he can be 

convicted of another. 

238. When offence proved included in offence charged. 

239. What persons may be charged jointly. 

240. Withdrawal of remaining charges on conviction on one of 

several charges. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Of the Trial of Summons-oases by Magistrates.' - 

241. Procedure in summons-cases. 

242. Substance of accusation to be stated. 

243. Conviction on admission of truth of accusation. 

244. Procedure when no such admission is made. 

245. Acquittal. 

Sentence. 

246. Finding not limited by complaint or summons. 



CONTENTS 


1168 


SECTIONS 

,247. Non-appearance of complainant. 

248. Withdrawal of complaint. 

249. Power to stop proceedings when no complainant. 

Frivolous Accusations in Summons and Warrant Cases. 

250. False, frivolous or vexatious accusations. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Or the Trial of Warrant-cases by Magistrates. 

251. Procedure in warrant-cases, 

252. Evidence for prosecution. 

258. Discharge of accused. 

254. Charge to lie framed when offence appears proved. 

255. Plea. 

255A. Procedure in case of previous convictions. 

25G. Defence. 

257. Process for compelling production of evidence at instance of 
accused. 

268. Acquittal. 

Conviction. 

259. Absence, of complainant. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

Of Summary Trials. 

2G0. Power to try summarily. 

2G1. Power to invest Bench of Magistrates invested with less power. 
262. Procedure for summons and warrant-cases applicable. 

Limit of imprisonment. 

2G8. Record in cases where there is no appeal. 

2G4. Record in appealable cases. 

2G5. Language of record and judgment. 

Bench may be authorized to employ clerk. 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Of Trials before High Courts and Courts of Session. 

A. — Preliminary. 

266. “High Court” defined. 

267. Trials before High Court to he by jury. 

268. Trials before Court of Session to be by jury or with assessors. 

269. Provincial Government may order trials before Court of 

Session to be by jury. 

270. Trial before Court of Session to be conducted by Public 

Prosecutor. 

B. — Commencement of Proceedings. 

271. Commencement of trial. 

Plea of guilty. 

272. Refusal to plead or claim to be tried. 

Trial by same jury or assessors of several offenders in succession. 

273. Entry on unsustainable charges. 

Effect of entry. 

C. — Choosing a Jury. 

274. Number of jury. 



1164 


CONTENTS 


SECTIONS 

275. Jury for trial of European and Indian British subjects and others. 

276. Jurors to be chosen by lot. 

Existing practice maintained ; 
persons not summoned when eligible; 
trial before special jurors. 

277. Names of jurors to be called. 

Objection to jurors. 

Objection without grounds stated. 

278. Grounds of objection. 

279. Decision of objection. 

Supply of place of juror against whom objection allowed. 

280. Foreman of jury. 

281. Swearing of jurors. 

282. Procedure when juror ceases to attend, etc. 

283. Discharge of jury in case of sickness of prisoner. 

D. — Choosing Assessors. 

284. Assessors how chosen. 

284A. Assessors for trial of European and Indian British subjects 
and others. 

285. Procedure when assessor is unable to attend. 

DD. — Joint trials. 

28 5 A. Trial of European or Indian British subject or European or 
American jointly accused with others. 

E. — Trial to Close of Cases for Prosecution and Defence . 

286. Opening case for prosecution. 

Examination of witnesses. 

287. Examination of accused before Magistrate to be evidence. 

288. Evidence given at preliminary inquiry admissible. 

289. Procedure after examination of witnesses for prosecution. 

290. Defence. 

291. Bight of accused as to examination and summoning of 

witnesses. 

292. Prosecutor’s right of reply. 

293. View r by jury or assessors. 

294. When juror or assessors may be examined. 

295. Jury or assessors to attend at adjourned sitting. 

296. Locking up jury. 

F. — Conclusion of Trial in Cases tried by Jury. 

297. Charge to jury. 

298. Duty of Judge, 

299. Duty of jury. 

300. Retirement to consider. ' 

301. Delivery of verdict. 

302. Procedure where jury differ. 

303. Verdict to be given on each charge. 

Judge may question jury. 

Questions and answers to be recorded. 

304. Amending verdict. 

305. Verdict in High Court wiien to prevail. 

Discharge of jury in other cases. 

306. Verdict in Court of Session w 7 hen to prevail. 



CONTENTS 


1165 


SECTIONS 

307. Procedure where Sessions Judge disagrees with verdict. 

G. — Re-trial of Accused after Discharge of Jury. 

308. Ee-triftI of accused after discharge of jury. 

H. — Conclusion of Trial in Cases tried with Assessors. 

309. Delivery of opinion of assessors. 

Judgment. 

I. — Procedure in- case of Previous Conviction. 

310. Procedure in case of previous conviction. 

311. When evidence of previous conviction may be given. 

J. — List of Jurors for High Court , and 
summoning jurors for that Court. 

312. Number of special jurors. 

313. Lists of common and special jurors. 

Discretion of officer preparing lists. 

314. Publication of lists, preliminary and revised. 

315. Number of jurors to be summoned. 

Supplementary summons. 

316. Summoning jurors outside the place of sitting of High Courts. 

317. Military jurors. 

318. Failure of jurora to attend. 

K. — List of Jurors and Assessors for Court of Session, 
and summoning Jurors and Assessors for that Court. 

319. Liability to serve as jurors or assessors. 

320. Exemptions. 

321. List of jurors and assessors. 

322. Publication of list. 

323. Objections to list. 

324. Revision of list. • 

Annual revision of list. ' 

325. Preparation of list of special jurors. 

326. District Magistrate to summon jurors and assessors. 

327. Powers to summon another set of jurors or assessors. 

328. Form and contents of summons. 

829. When Crown or Railway servant may be excused. 

330. Court may excuse attendance of juror or assessor. 

Court may relieve special jurors from liability to serve again 
as jurors for twelve months. 

331. List of jurors and assessors attending. 

332. Penalty for non-attendance of juror or assessor. 

L. — Special Provisions for High Courts. 

333. Power of Advocate General to stay prosecution. 

334. Time of holding sittings. 

335. Place of holding sittings. 

. Notice of sittings. 

336. [Repealed.] 


CHAPTER XXI Y. 

General Provisions as to Inquiries and Trials. 

337. Tender of pardon to accomplice. 

338. Power to direct tender of pardon. 



1166 


CONTENTS 


SECTIONS 

339. Commitment of person to whom pardon has been tendered. 
339A. Procedure in trial of person under section 339. 

340. Eight of person against whom proceedings' are instituted to 

he defended and his competency to be a witness. 

341. 'Procedure where accused does not understand proceedings. 

342. Power to examine the accused. 

343. No influences to be used to induce disclosures. 

344. Power to postpone or adjourn proceedings. 

Eemand. 

Reasonable cause for remand. 

345. Compounding offences. 

346. Procedure of Provincial Magistrate in eases which he cannot 

dispose of. 

347. Procedure when, after commencement of inquiry or trial. 

Magistrate finds case should be committed. 

348. Trial of persons previously convicted of offences against 

coinage, stamp-law or property. 

349. Procedure when Magistrate cannot pass sentence sufficiently 

severe. 

350. Conviction or commitment on evidence partly recorded by 

one Magistrate and partly by another. 

350A. Changes in constitution of Benches. 

351. Detention of offenders attending Court. 

352. Courts to be open. 

CHAPTER XXY. 

Of the Mode of taking and recording Evidence 
in Inquiries and Trials. 

353. Evidence to be taken in presence of accused. 

354. Manner of recording evidence outside presidency-towns. 

355. Record in summons-cases and iu trials of certain offences 

by first and second class Magistrates. 

356. Record in other cases outside presidency -towns. 

Evidence given in English. 

Memorandum when evidence not taken down by the Magistrate 
or Judge himself. 

357. Language of record of evidence. 

358. Option to Magistrate in cases under section 355. 

359. Mode of recording evidence under section 356 or section 357. 

360. Procedure in regard to such evidence when completed. 

361. Interpretation of evidence to accused or his pleader. 

362. Record of evidence in Presidency Magistrates’ Courts. 

363. Remarks respecting demeanour of witness. 

364. Examination of accused how recorded. 

365. Record of evidence in High Court. 

CHAPTER XXYI. 

Of the Judgment. 

366. Mode of delivering judgment. 

367. Language of judgment. Contents of judgment. 

Judgment in alternative. 

368. Sentence of death. 

Sentence of transportation. 



CONTEXTS 


11G7 


SECTIONS 

369. Court not to alter judgment! 

370. Presidency Magistrate’s judgment. 

371. Copy of judgment, etc., to be given to accused on application. 
Case of person sentenced to death. 

372. Judgment when to be translated. 

373. Court of Session to send copy of finding and sentence to- 

District Magistrate. 


CHAPTER XXVII. 

Op the Submission of Sentences for Confirmation. 

874. Sentence of death to be submitted by Court of Session. 

375. Power to direct further inquiry to bo made or additional 
evidence to be taken. 

876. Power of High Court to confirm sentence or annul conviction. 

877. Confirmation of new sentence to bo signed by two Judges. 

878. Procedure in case of difference of opinion. 

379. Procedure in cases submitted to High Court for confirmation. 

880. Procedure in cases submitted by Magistrate not empowered 

to act under section 5G2. 

CHAPTER XXVIH. 

Of Execution. 

881. Execution of order passed under section 37G. 

382. Postponement of capital sentence on pregnant woman. 

383. Execution of sentences of transportation or imprisonment in 

other cases. 

384. Direction of warrant for execution. 

385. Warrant with whom to be lodged. 

38G. Warrant for levy of fine. 

387. Effect of such warrant. 

388. Suspension of execution of sentence of imprisonment. 

389. Who may issue warrant. 

390. Execution of sentence of whipping only. 

391. Execution of sentence of whipping, in addition to imprison- 

ment. 

392. Mode of inflicting punishment. 

Limit of number of stripes. 

393. Not to be executed by instalments. Exemptions. 

394. Whipping not to be inflicted if offender not in fit state of 

health. 

Stay of execution. 

395. Procedure if punishment cannot be inflicted under section 394. 

396. Execution of sentences on escaped convicts. 

397. Sentence on offender already sentenced for another offence. 

398. Saving as to sections 396 and 397. 

399. Confinement of youthful offenders in reformatories. 

400. Return of warrant on execution of sentence. 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

Of Suspensions, Remissions and Commutations 
of Sentences. 

401. Power to suspend or remit sentences. 



1168 


CONTENTS. 


SECTIONS 

402. Power to commute punishment. 
402A. Sentences of death. 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Op previous Acquittals or Convictions. 

403. Person once convicted or acquitted not to be tried for same 

offence. 

PART VII. 

OF APPEAL, REFERENCE AND REVISION. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 

Op appeals. 

404. Unless otherwise provided, no appeal to lie. 

405. Appeal from order rejecting application for restoration of 

attached property. 

40G. Appeal from order requiring security for keeping the peace 
or for good behaviour. 

406A. Appeal from order refusing to accept or rejecting a surety. 

407. Appeal from sentence of Magistrate of the second or third class. 
Transfer of appeals to first class Magistrate. 

408. Appeal from sentence of Assistant Sessions Judge or Magis- 

trate of the first class. 

409. Appeals to Court of Session how heard. 

410. Appeal from sentence of Court of Session. 

411. Appeal from sentence of Presidency Magistrate. 

412. No appeal in certain cases when accused pleads guilty. 

413. No appeal in petty cases. 

414. No appeal from certain summary convictions. 

415. Proviso to sections 413 and 414. 

415A. Special right of appeal in certain cases. 

416. [Bejoealcd.] 

417. Appeal on behalf of Government in case of acquittal. 

418. Appeal on what matters admissible. 

419. Petition of appeal. 

420. Procedure when appellant in jail. 

421. Summary dismissal of appeal. 

422. Notice of appeal. 

423. Powers of Appellate Court in disposing of appeal. 

424. Judgments of subordinate Appellate Courts. 

425. Order by High Court on appeal to be certified to lower Court. 

426. Suspension of sentence pending appeal. Release of appellant 

on bail. 

427. Arrest of accused in appeal from acquittal. 

428. Appellate Court may take further evidence or direct it to be 

taken. 

429. Procedure where Judges of Court of Appeal are equally 

-divided. 

430. Finality of orders on appeal. 



THE CODE OF 

CRIMINAL PROCEDURE 

ACT V of 1898 
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PART YI : Proceedings in Prosecutions — ( contcl .) 
CHAPTER XVI. 

Of complaints to Magistrates — (contcl.) 

20 1 .* (l) If the complaint has been made 
Procedure by Magis- in writing to a Magistrate who is 
S°£ko n 2gn C SS C of not competent to take cognizance 
the case. of the case, he shall return the 

complaint for presentation to the proper Court with 
an endorsement to that effect. 

(2) If the complaint has not been made in 
writing, such Magistrate shall direct the complainant 
to the proper Court. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Magistrate not competent to take cognizance. 

4. “Shall return.” 

5. Oral complaints. 

1. Legislative changes. 

■Changes introduced in 1S72 — 

There was no section in the Code of 1SG1 corresponding to this 
section. The provision contained in' suh-s.(l) of this section was 
newly inserted as S. 145 in the Code of 1872 . 

* Code of 1882 : S. 201 — Same as sub-section (1). 

Code of 1872 : S. 145. 

Procedure by Magis- 145. If the Magistrate be not competent to receive 
irate not empowered the complaint, he shail refer the complainant to a 
to hear complaint. Magistrate having jurisdiction. 

. Code of 1861 — Nil. ; 


Section 201 


2Cr.74. 
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Section 201 Changes introduced in 1882 — 

Notes 1-3 Section 145 of the Code of 1872 applied to all complaints oral as 

well as written. Section 201 of the Code of 1882 limited the section 
to complaints made in writing. 

Changes introduced in 1898 — 

• Sub-section (2) has been newly added to the Code of 1898. 

2, Scope of the section. — A Magistrate, when he receives a 
complaint under S. 190, is either competent to take cognizance of the 
case or he is not. This section deals with the procedure to he adopted 
where he is not competent to take cognizance of the case. 

As to the procedure to be adopted in cases where the Magistrate 
is competent to take cognizance of the case hut finds, during the 
course of the enquiry or trial, that he is not competent to inquire or 
try further, see Ss. 346, 347, 348 and chapter XXXII of the Code. 

This section refers hack to S. 190 and to Part A of chapter 15 and 
contemplates incompetency to take cognizance and not incompetency 
to hear or try. It does not bar a Magistrate not competent to take 
cognizance of the complaint from hearing the case if sent to him for 
hearing by a Court competent to do so under S. 192 or S. 52S. 1 

3. Magistrate not competent to take cognizance. — As to 
what Magistrates are competent to take cognizance of offences, see 
S. 190 and Notes thereto. It has been held that a Magistrate who has 
no local jurisdiction to inquire into or try an offence cannot take 
cognizance of it-. 1 

The question of jurisdiction must be decided at the outset by a 
perusal of the complaint. It is on the terms of the complaint that 
the Magistrate first has to inform himself as to the nature of the case 
and see whether, from the allegations made in the complaint, he has 
jurisdiction to entertain it. 2 This question the Magistrate himself 
must decide and should not seek or act on the advice of any other 
District or superior Magistrate. 3 

A Magistrate cannot refuse to take cognizance of a case, on any 
of the following grounds — 

(1) that though he is entitled to take cognizance of the charges named 
in the complaint, he is not entitled to take cognizance of a charge 
not named in the complaint but which could be made out from 
the allegations in the complaint ; 4 

(2) that the offence merits greater punishment than he is empowered 
to inflict; 5 

Section 201 — Note 2 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Lali 122 (123) : I L R (1938) Lab 619 : 40 Cr.L.J. 515, Painda 
v. Mt. Gulab Rhatan. 

Note 3 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Mac! 427 (427, 428) : 33 Cr. L. J. 452, Eathinam Pillai v. Emperor ; 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 All 12 (12) : 22 Cr. L. J. 308 (FB), Sheo Shankar v. Mohan. 

3. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 786 (786): 17 1. C.530:37 Bom 144, Emperor v. Abdul Rahim. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 All 10 (11) : 32 Cr. L. J. 360, Sripat Eai v. Emperor . 

(’07) 7 Cr. L. J. 6 (7) : 31 Mad 43 : 17 M L J 559 : 3 M L T 113, Kristna Pillai 
v. Krishna Konan. 

5 . (’88) 1888 Rat 375 (375), Queen-Empress v. Gema. 
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( 3 ) that the offence is a petty one cognizable by the head of the 
village. 0 

4. “Shall return. 5 ’ — Where a Magistrate finds that lie is not 
competent to take cognizance of a case on a complaint made in 
writing to him, he shall return the complaint to he presented to tho 
proper Court having jurisdiction, with an endorsement to that effect. 1 
He need not and should not examine the complainant in such a case. 2 

Where a Magistrate, who had jurisdiction in two capacities, as 
the Headquarters Magistrate and Bailway Magistrate, subordinate in 
each capacity to a different High Court, received a complaint in one 
capacity and transferred it to his own file in the other capacity, it 
was held that he must he deemed to have returned the samo under 
this section to be presented to the proper Court, and to have accepted 
it as re-presented. 3 

5. Oral complaints, — Sub-section (2), which has been newly 
added in 1893, contemplates the presentation of oral complaints also. 1 
See also s. 4 ( 1 ) (h). 

In the' case of oral complaints, tho Magistrate should direct the 
complainant to the proper Court. See also Note 1 . 


202 .* ( 1 ) Any Magistrate, on receipt of a 
Postponement for complaint of an offence of which, he 
issue of process. j s authorised to take cognizance, or 

• Code of 1882 : S. 202. 


502. If the Chief Presidency Magistrate, or any other Presidency Magistrnto 
- whom the Local Government may from time to time 
• f f ‘ ' authorize in this behalf, or any Magistrate of the first 

j l ccss. or SGean( j - class, secs reason to distrust the truth of a 
complaint of an offence of which he is authorized to take cognizance, he may, 
when the complainnnt has been examined, record his reasons for distrusting the 
truth of the complaint, and may then postpone the issue of process for compelling 
the attendance of the person complained against, and either inquire into the case 
himself or direct a previous local investigation to be made by an officer subordinate 
to such Magistrate, or by a police-officer, or by such other person, not being a 
Magistrate or police-officer, as he thinks fit for the purpose of ascertaining the 
truth or falsehood of the complaint. 

If such investigation is made by some person not being a Magistrate or a 
police-officer, he shall exercise all the powers conferred by this Code on an officer 
in charge of a police-station, except that he shall not have power to arrest 
without warrant. 

This section applies to the police in the towns of Calcutta and Bombay, 


6. (’71) 7 Mad HCB App xxxi (xxxi). 

Note 4 

1. (’81) 2 Weir 323 (323, 324), In rc Munisami. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 50 (51) : 45 Mad 839 : 23 Cr. L. J. 619, In rc MoMddccn. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 400 (400) : 5 Pat 447 : 27 Cr.L.J. 704, Bengali Goya v. Emperor. 
(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 213 (214) : 10 C W N 1086, Fani Bushan v. Kemp. 

[Sec however (’07) 7 Cr. L. J. 6 (7) : 17 M L J 559 : 3 M L T 113 : 31 Mad 43, 
Krishna Pillai v. Krishna Konan. (Where it has been observed that he can 
send it to the Magistrate having jurisdiction, it is not clear under what section 
this can be done.)] 

2. (’05) 3 Cr. L. J. 53 (54) : 28 All 268 : 1905 AWN 279 ,<?MZZa 2 /v. BaJcar Husain. 
(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 213 (214) : 10 C W N 1086, Fani Bushan v. Kemp. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 291 (291, 292, 293): 32 Cr.L.J. 130, Ditoan Singhv. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 35 (36) :1 Rang 549: 25 Cr.L.J. 229, J. B. Das v. Emperor, 
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which has been transferred to him under section 192, 
may, if he thinks fit, for reasons to he recorded in 
writing, postpone the issue of process for compelling 
the attendance of the person conrplained against, and 
either inquire into the case himself or, if he is a 
Magistrate other than a Magistrate of the third class, 
direct an inquiry or investigation to he made by any 
Magistrate subordinate to him, or by a police-officer, 
or by such other person as he thinks fit, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the truth or falsehood of the 
complaint : 

Provided that, save where the complaint has been 
made by a Court, no such direction shall be made 
unless the complainant has been examined on oath 
under the provisions of section 200. 

(2 ) If any inquiry or investigation under this 
section is made by a person not being a Magistrate or 
a police-officer, such person shall exercise all the 
powers conferred by this Code on an officer in charge 
of a police-station, except that he shall not have 
power to arrest without warrant. 

(2 A) Any Magistrate inquiring into a case under 
this section may, if he thinks fit, take evidence of 
witnesses on oath. 


Code of 1872 : S. 146. 

140. If the Magistrate sees cause to distrust the truth of the complaint he 
Pnvtnrnrmrnt nf m[ U postpone the issuing of the process for compelling the 
issue t If process ‘ ^tendance of the person complained against, and may 
J 1 ' direct a previous inquiry or investigation to be made into 

the truth of the complaint, either by means of any officer, subordinate to such 
Magistrate or of a local police-officer, or in such other mode as he thinks fit, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the truth or falsehood of the complaint. 

If such inquiry or investigation is made by means of some person other than 
an officer exercising any of the powers of a Magistrate or a police-officer, such 
person shall exercise all the powers conferred by this Act on an officer in charge 
of a police-station, except that ho shall have no power to make an arrest. 

Code of 1861 : S. 180. 

ISO. If the Magistrate sees cause to distrust the truth of the complaint, he 
Postponement of nia ^ P ost P one the issuing of process for causing the 
issue of process. 1 attendance of the person complained against, and direct 
a previous enquiry to be made into the truth of the 
complaint, either by means of any officer subordinate to such Magistrate or of a 
May dismiss the * oca * P°ii ce -°ffi cer > or in such other mode as he shall judge 
complaint. most P r0 P er > t° r the purpose of ascertaining the truth or 

L ' falsehood of the complaint. If such enquiry is made by 

means of some person other than an officer exercising any of the powers of a 
Magistrate or a police-officer, such person shall exercise all the powers vested by 
this Act in an officer in charge of a police-station, except that he shall have no 
power to make an arrest. 
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(3) This section applies also to the police in the 
towns of Calcutta and Bombay. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative history. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. “Any Magistrate.” 

4. Presidency Magistrates. 

5. Complaint of an offence. 

6. Complaint by Court or public 

servant. 

7. “Authorised to take cogniz- 

ance." 

8. “Transferred to him under 

S. 192.” 

9. “May, if he thinks fit.” 

10. “For reasons to be recorded 
in writing.” 

11. “Postpone the issue of process.” 

12. Position of the accused. 


13. May inquire into the case 
himself or direct an inquiry 
or investigation. 

14. “Inquiry.” 

15. Evidence in the inquiry — Sub- 

section (2A). 

16. Magistrate holding inquiry, if 

disqualified from trying. 

17. Investigation. 

18. “Investigation by police.” 

19. “Such other person.” 

20. Examination of the complainant 

— Proviso. 

21. Powers of the inquiring or 

investigating officer. 

22. Police in the towns of Calcutta 

and Bombay — Sub-section (3). 

See Notes to Section 1. 

23. Revision. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Application of section. See Note 5. 
Direct investigation — 

by a Magistrate not competent to 
take cognizance o£ complaint. See 
Note 13. 

by any person. See Note 19. 

If the accused appears of his own 
accord. See Note 12. 

Inquiry or investigation by whom to be 
made. Sec Note 13. 

Local investigation. See Note 17. 

Local investigation by a Magistrate — 
Magistrate acts judicially. See Note 15. 


Magistrate not competent to take any 
other course than to inquire or direct 
inquiry or investigation. See Note 13. 

Maintenance case — Power to refer for 
inquiry. See Note 5. 

Reference to be made — 
not after issue of process. See Note 11. 
not before examination of complain- 
ant. See Note 20. 

Report of investigation forms part of 
record. See Note 18. 

Representation of accused by a pleader. 
See Note 12, 


i. Legislative history. 

Changes made in 1869 — 

Under S. 180 of the Code of 1861, this provision was limited to eases 
triable by a Court of Session only. 1 Act vm of 1869 extended it 
to all cases. 2 


Changes made in the Code of 1872 — 

Under the Code of 1861, a Magistrate could direct an inquiry only; 
while under the Code of 1872 he could also direct an investigation. 


Changes made in the Code of 1882 — 

Section 202 of the Code of 1882 introduced many important changes : 
(l)The word “Magistrate,” which was general, was limited to the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate, Magistrate of the first or second 
class, and any other Presidency Magistrate specially authorized. 


Section 202 
Note 1 


Section 202 — Note 1 ' • 

1. (’67) 8 Suth W R Gr 12 (13), Queen v. Harrakchand. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 49 (49, 50) : 2 Beng L R S N vi, In re Foktu Shah. (Per 
Loch, J.) 

2. (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr44(44) : 8 Beng LRApp xi, Queen v. Gour Molmn Singh. 
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(2) The words “of an offence of which he is authorised to take 

cognizance” were added after the word complaint in order 
to restrict the scope of the word complaint to complaints of 
offences. 

(3) The words “when the complainant has been examined” were 
newly added. 

(i) The words “record his reasons for distrusting the truth of the 
complaint” were newly added and as a consequential change, 
the words “sees cause to distrust” were changed into “sees reason 
to distrust.” 

(0) The words “and either inquire into the case himself or” were 
newly added. 

(6) The words “direct a previous inquiry or investigation” were 
omitted and the words “direct a previous local investigation” 
were substituted, thus taking away the power of inquiry except 
by himself. As a consequential change, the words “inquiry or” 
were omitted in para. 2 also. 

(7) The words “or by such other person not being a Magistrate or 
police-officer” were substituted for the words “or in such other 
mode.” 

(s) The third paragraph, which ran as “This section applies to the 
police in the towns of Calcutta and Bombay” was newly added. 

Changes introduced in 1898 — 

There was only one important change introduced in the Code in 

. 189S. The words “is not satisfied as to” were substituted for the 

words “sees reason to distrust.” 

Changes made in 1923 — 

The Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, xvm of 1923, 
substituted sub-sections (l) & (2) making the following important 
changes : 

(1) The words “any Magistrate” were substituted for the words “The 
Chief Presidency Magistrate . . . first or second class.” 

(2) The words “or which has been transferred to him under section 192” 
are new. 

(3) The words “if he thinks fit” have been substituted for the words 
“if the Magistrate is not satisfied as to the truth of the complaint” 
in order to widen the scope of the section. 

. (i) The words “inquiry or investigation” have been re-ihserted for 
the words “previous local investigation.” This change also is 
made in para. 2, as a consequence. 

(5) The words “any Magistrate subordinate to him” have been 
substituted for the words “any officer subordinate to such 
Magistrate.” 

(6) The words “when the complainant has been examined” were 
omitted and a proviso was added as follows : 

“Provided that no such direction shall be made (a) unless the complainant 
has been examined on oath under the provisions of S. 200, or (b) where the 
complaint has been made by a Court under the provisions of this Code.” 

' (7) Sub-section (2A) was newly added. 
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Changes made in 1.926 — Section 202 

By the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, n of 192G, Notes 1-2 
the proviso of 1923 was altered into the present proviso. 

2. Scope and object of the section. — Under this section a 
Magistrate, who has taken cognizance of an offence, or to whom a case 
has been transferred under S. 192, may postpone the issue of process 
to the accused person in order to ascertain the truth or falsity of the 
complaint. This ho can do, either by inquiring into it himself, or by 
directing an inquiry or investigation by a Magistrate subordinate to 
him or by any police-officer or any other person. 

The scope of chapter XVI of the Code, which contains this section, 
is to separate unfounded from substantial cases even at tbe outset 1 and 
as such, the object of an inquiry or investigation under this section i 3 
to ensure that no person shall bo compelled to answer a criminal charge 
unless the Court is satisfied that there is a prima facia case for 
proceeding and issuing a process ngninst the accused person.- Such an 
inquiry or investigation is designed to afford the Court an opportunity 
of either confirming or removing any hesitation it may feel in respect 
of issuing process against the accused. The nature of the inquiry varies 
with the circumstances of each case and it is certainly not contem- 
plated that it should be exhaustive. The degree of formality of the 
proceedings and the width and depth of the inquiry is entirely in the 
discretion of the Magistrate. The provision is enabling and not 
obligatory. As soon as the Magistrate has satisfied himself that process 
should issue, its object is fulfilled. 3 The inquiry is not intended to 
supersede a regular trial. 4 

It is not necessary that a Magistrate should call for an inquiry 
under this section in every case. It is only when ho thinks fit, that he 
may do so. E But it is generally advisable that an inquiry be held 

Note 2 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 123(129) : 21 Ind Gas 703 (701): 37 Mad 181, Mccran Saib 
v. Balnavclu Muddli. 

2. (’08) 10 Suth W R Cr Cir 1 (1). 

(’39) AIR 1939 All 002 (GOG) : ILR (1939) All 851:40 Cr.L. J. 917, G. A. George v. 

TJma Dutt. (Before issuing process Magistrate should carefully consider allega- 
tions in complaint and satisfy himself that the statement of the complainant is 
based on reasonable grounds.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 30 (81) : 28 Cr. L. J. 20, Gulab Khan v. Ghulam Md. Khan. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 19 (20, 21) : 49 Mad 918 : 28 Cri L Jour 129 (FB), Appa Bao 
v. Janahi Animal. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 395 (395) : 22 Oudh Cas 321 : 20 Cr. L. J. 728, Ml. Mahadei 
v. Bam Sahai. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 85 (87) : 21 Cri L Jour 519, Gowharan Lai v. Sarjoo Saw. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Sind 188 (189):20 SLR 43:27 Cr.L.J. 4$i,Atmaram v. Topandas, 

D See (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 044 (GIG): 9 Pat 155 : 31 Cri L Jour 901, Hama Singh v. 

Emperor .] 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 30 (32) : 30 Cri L Jour 554, Parmanand v. Emperor. 

(’10) 12 Cr.L.J. 385 (380) : 11 1. C. 249 : 1 U B R 73, Nga Tlia Tu v. Emperor. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 524 (520) : 55 Bom 770:33 Cr.L.J. 72, Emperor v. Finan. 

(’10) 12 Cr. L. J. 385 (380) : 1UBR 73 : 11 1. C. 249, Nga Tlia Tuv. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 395 (395) : 20 Cr. L. J. -728 : 22 Oudh Cas 321, ML Mahadei 

v. Bam Sahai. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 30 (32) : 30 Cri L Jour 554, Parmanand v. Emperor. 

•5. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 270 (270, 271): 21 Cr.L.J. 220, Abdul Khalique v. Surja. 
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where the complainant is not speaking from his own knowledge. 0 

Where, however, such an inquiry is made obligatory as under 
S. 10 of the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929, the failure to do so 
vitiates the whole trial. 7 

A Magistrate acting under this section can only consider the 
report of any inquiry or investigation directed by him 8 and not any 
report made previously and not directed by him 0 or an inquest report 
made by another Magistrate under S. 176 10 or any previous depart- 
mental inquiry. 11 The purpose of the inquiry under this section being 
only to decide whether to issue process to the accused or not, it is not 
competent for the Magistrate to treat the evidence recorded in such an 
inquiry as evidence in the case and forthwith put the accused on his 
defence and convict him. 12 

8. “Any Magistrate.” — The section, as it stood before the 
amendment of 1923, permitted only the Chief Presidency Magistrate, 
Presidency Magistrates authorized in this behalf by the Local Govern- 
ment and any Magistrate of the first and second class only to act under 
this section. But now the use of the words 'any Magistrate’ removes 
the restrictions on third class Magistrates and Presidency Magistrates. 
Now any Magistrate authorized to take cognizance of a complaint, or 
to whom a case is transferred under S. 192, can act under this section. 

3. Presidency Magistrates. — Before the amendment of 1923, a 
Presidency Magistrate (other than the Chief Presidency Magistrate) 
not empowered by the Local Government could not direct a local 
investigation under this section. 1 In Madras, the Local Government 
had invested all Presidency Magistrates with such power. Now, no 
such special vesting of power is necessary. 

Where Presidency Magistrates have been declared by the Provin- 
cial Government, under s. 21, sub-s.(2), to be subordinate to the Chief 
Presidency Magistrate, an Additional Chief Presidency Magistrate 
can, by virtue of S. 18, sub-s.(4), make over a complaint to an ordinary 
Presidency Magistrate for inquiry and report under this section. 2 

5. Complaint of an offence. — The section, by its terms, applies 
only to cases where a Magistrate takes cognizance of an offence on 
complaint under S.-190 (l) (a) and not otherwise. 1 


6. (’21) AIB 1921 Cal 561 (5G3):22 Cr.L.J. 255, Sukumar v. Mofi Zuddin Ahmed. 
(’06) 10 Cal W N 1090 (1091) : 4 Gr. L. J. 217, Thakur Prasad Singh v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Bang 167 (168) : 36 Cr. L. J. 75, S. D. Vardon v. Hearsay. 

7. (’31) AIR 1931 Lali 56 (56) : 12 Lali 383 : 32 Cri L Jour 616, Mangal v. Kalu. 

8. (’27) AIE 1927 All 136 (137) : 28 Cr. L. J. 140, Haubat v. Emperor. 

9. (’13) 22 I. C. 165 (166) : 15 Cr. L. J. 21 (All), Bagar v. Bansi. 

10. (’32) AIE 1932 Call21(122):33 Cr.L .J. 218, Surcndranathv. Police Sergeant. 

11. (’87) 1887 Pun Ee No. 33 Cr, p. 70 (72, 73), Ballia v. Ahsan Shah. 

12. (’69) 1NWPHCE 306 (306, 307), In re Eewtd Singh. 

Note 4 

1. (’88) 12 Bom 161 (163), In re J anki Das. 

2. (’34) AIE 1934 Cal 405 (406) : 61 Cal 467 : 35 Cr.L.J. 729, Kanayalal Benganv 
v. Eanmull Lodha. 


Note 5 


1. (’73) 1873 Eat 77 (77). 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 218 (219) : 19 I. C. 314 (All), Sarperaz Khan v. Emperor, 
(’24) AIE 1924 Lali 729 (730) : 25 Cri L Jour 1315, Jahangir v. Emperor. 
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Therefore, a Magistrate cannot direct an inquiry or investigation 
under this section in the following cases — 

(1) Oases, in which he takes cognizance of the offence on a police-report 
under S. 190 (l) (b)~ or on information under S. 190 (l) (c).'”’ 

(2) Petition under s. 107, which is not a complaint of an offence at all. 4 
A Magistrate has, however, in this case, the right to call for a 
report from the police, apart from the provisions of this section. 5 
See Note 14 to s. 107. 

(3) Petition under S. 4SS for maintenance, which is not a complaint of 
any offence.® 

(4) Complaint under S. 532 for restoration of abducted females, which is 
not a complaint of an offence. 7 

6. Complaint by Court or public seryant. — Where the 
complaint is by a Court, it was formerly held that the Magistrate had 
no power to act under this ’section because there was already an 
inquiry and the accused was sent in custody under s. 47G and there 
was no issue of process to bo postponed. 1 Clause (b) of the proviso 
added by the amendment of 1923 also specifically made action under 
this section unnecessary. This was found to cause many difficulties; 
also, cases might arise in which an inquiry or investigation should be 


2. (’99) 1899 All W N 87 (89), In re Knndhaiya Lai. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 387 (3S7, 3SS) : 20 I. C. 2li (Cal), Sarba Mahton v. Emperor. 
(’80) 1880 Pun Eo No. 8 Cr, p. 15 (1G), Kudrin v. Sonun. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 319 (320) : 51 1. C. 173 : 20 Cr. L. J. 413, Eqbal Khan v. Emperor. 
(’02) 2 Weir 211 (242), In rc Bangachari. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 302 (303) : 22 Cri L Jour 735, Tilohi Mahton v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14Cr.L.J. 297 (297): 19 I. C.953:40 Cal 854, Abdullah Mandal v. Emperor. 

3. (’SS) 1888 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. 43 (15), Narain Singh v. Empress. 

(’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 48 (49), Fattch AH v. Empress. 

(’02) 2 Weir 241 (242), In rc Banga Chari. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 302 (303) : 22 Cri L Jour 735, Tilohi Mahton v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour GOO (G01) : 21 1. C. 472:7 SLR 75, Impcra lor v. Shouhatmal. 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 All G70 (G71) : 54 All 1036 : 34 Cr. L. J. 42, Laxmi Narain v. 
Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 192S Lah 691 (694): 29 Cr. L. J. 866, Hari Singh v. Jagla. (Overruled 
on another point in AIR 1938 Lah 801.) 

(’2G) AIR 1926 Mad 521 (522, 523) : 49 Mad 315, Sanjivi Bcddi v. Koneri Beddy. 
(Per Coutts-Trotter, C. J. — Desirability of express provision being made, confer- 
ring power in terms upon Magistrates to refer petitions under S. 107 for investi- 
gation under section 202 pointed out.) 

See also Section 107 Note 14. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 861 (863, 864): ILR (1938) Lah 640 : 40 Cr. L. J. 193, Ismail 
. v. Jagat Singh. (Contrary view taken in AIR 1928 Lah 694 held could not be 

supported either on principle or authority.) 

(32) AIR 1932 All 670 (671) : 54 All 1036 : 31 Cr. L. J. 42, Laxmi Narain v. 
.Emperor. . 

(’91) 2 Weir 51 (51), Ehambara v. Murugappa. 

(’26) AIR 192G Mad 521 (525) : 49 Mad 315, Sanjivi Bcddi v. Iioncri Bcddi. (Per 
Vishwanatha Snstri, J.) 

6. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 421 (422) : 1905 P R No. 29 Cr, Sardaran v. Amir Khan. 
(’28) 111 Ind Cas 669 (670) : 29 Cr. L. J. 909 (Lah), Mahhan Singh v. Mt. Earnamo. 
(’88) 11 Mad 199 (200) : 2 Weir 628, Venkata v. Paramma. 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 374 (37G) : 35 Cri L Jour 404 : 30 N L R 76, Tulsidas v. 
Chetandas. 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 609 (611), Thakoredas v. Bhaivandas. 

Note '6 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Nag 64 (65, 66): 21 Cr. L. J. 310, Lcioidin v. Narayana Bao. 
(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 123 (127): 3 L B R 234, Nur Md. \.KoAungGyi. (Per Fox, C. J.) 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 41 (48) : 1 1. C. 597 : 32 Mad re Aiya Kannu Filial. 


Section 202- 
Notes 5-8 



1178 


POSTPONEMENT FOR ISSUE OF PROCESS 


Section 202 
Motes 6-9 


made before a person is put on trial. Therefore the Legislature again, 
by Act II of 192G, amended the proviso under which now an inquiry 
or investigation may bo directed even in tbo case of a complaint by a 
Court under S. 47G. 

As regards a complaint by a public servant, the section does not 
make any difference. Tbo Magistrate has just as much right to 
investigate preliminarily under this section, whether the complaint is 
filed by a public servant or by anyone else . 2 

7. “Authorised to take cognizance. ” — A Magistrate cannot 
act under this section unless he has authority to take cognizance of 
the offcnco mentioned in the complaint. Thus, a Magistrate cannot 
take cognizance of an offence mentioned in S. 197 without the previous 
sanction of the Provincial Government and where bo receives a complaint 
without such sanction, he cannot send the case to a subordinate 
Magistrate for inquiry under this section . 1 

8. “Transferred to him under S. 192." — These words are 
new and were added by the amending Act XVIII of 1923 “to cover 
•cases which have been transferred to a Magistrate under S. 192, as 
well as cases of which ho has taken cognizance himself .” 1 Before this 
amendment, it was held that a Magistrate, to whom a case had been 
transferred for disposal, had no jurisdiction to direct an inquiry or 
investigation under this section . 2 Now this is no longer law and a 
Magistrate to whom a case has been transferred under S. 192 can act 
under this section. But a transfer under S. 52S does not come within 
the ambit of this section and a Magistrate to whom a case is transferred 
under s. 523 cannot order an inquiry under this section . 3 

When a Magistrate has examined witnesses under S. 202 and, 
believing them, transferred the case for trial to another Magistrate, the 
latter has been held to have no power to examine those witnesses 
again under S. 202 and then proceed to dismiss the complaint under 
section 203.' 1 

9. “May, if he thinks fit.” — Under the Codes of 1S72 and 
1SS2, it was held that a Magistrate could not act under this section 
without discrimination 1 and unless ho “sees cause or reason to distrust 
the truth of tho complaint .” 2 The Code of 1S93 gave a little more 

2. (21) AIR 1921 Sind 48(49):15 SLR 149: 23Cr.L.J.31,7k7SSrtm«lv. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 30 (31, 32) : 30 Cri L Jour 554, Parmanand v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Oiklli 392 (393,394): 32 Cr. L. J. ddl,Bhagirath\. AH Hamid. 

Note 8 

1. Report of the Select Committee of 191G. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 20 (21) : 22 Ind Cas 422 (422) : 15 Cri LJomlO, Mahamad 
Imamuddin v. Dcbcndra Nntli. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 5G3 (5G5) : 5 Tat L J 47 : 21 Cr. L. J. 594, Bam Barai Singh 
v. Bam Praiap. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Nap 433 (434) : 39 Cri L Jour 981, Qamarali v. ML Tulsi. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudli 81 (82) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1128 : 12 Luck 523, Shco Balalc 
Singh v. Sant Bux Singh. (If complaint is transferred at tho very outset by ono 
Magistrate to another, he can act under Section 202.) 

Note 9 

1. (’81) 1881 All W N 23 (23), Empress v. Latin. 

2. (’8G) 9 All 85 (87) : 188G A W N 307, Queen-Empress v. Puran. 
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latitude to the Magistrate’s discretion and a Magistrate could act under 
this section, if he was "not satisfied as to (he truth of a complaint ,” 3 
Even these words were considered too narrow and by the amendment 
of 1923 the Magistrate can now act under this section on any ground 
"he thinks fit.” It is, thus, entirely within the discretion of the 
Magistrate whether or not an inquiry or investigation under this 
section should be ordered . 4 A complainant has no right to require his 
complaint to bo forwarded to the police 5 or to another Magistrate for 
investigation or inquiry. 

10, “For reasons to be recorded in writing.” — "Where the 
Magistrate in any case in which ho thinks fit, decides to act under 
this section, he is bound to record his reasons for doing so in writing . 1 
As to the effect of a failure to so record the reasons, see Note 23. 


(’96) 1896 Bat 844 (846), Queen-Empress w Shidlingappa. 

(’73) 20 Suth W E Cr 17 (17, 18), Queen v. Abhecn. 

(’79) 4 Cal L B 134 (135), In the matter of Biyogi Bhagul. 

(’86) 14 Cal 141 (145, 146), Baidya Nath Singh v. Muspratt. 

(’88) 1888 Pun Be No. 24 Cr, p. 43 (45), N drain Singh v. Empress. 

(’97) 20 Mad 387 (387) : 2 Weir 240, Empress v. Kannappa Ihllai. 

(’02) 2 Weir 241 (242), In re Bangachari. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 187 (188), Empress v. Tola Bam. 

[See (’84) 1884 Bat 206 (200), In re. Chhalrasangji. (Non-existent civil proceed- 
ings not good ground for postponing investigation sine die.)] 

3. (’02) 1902 All W N 195 (195), Empress v. Anita Buha. 

(1900) 27 Cal 798 (800), JhummucI: Jhar. Bathui: Mandat. (Bcason to doubt the 
truth of the complaint.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 921 (924, 925), Mahadco Singh v. Queen-Empress. (Beason not to 
believe truth of the complaint.) 

(’01) 28 Cal 652 (661) : 5 C W N 457 (FB), Dicaraka Nath v. Beni Madhab. 
(Beason to doubt.) 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 305 (306), Budh Nath Maliato v. Empress. 

(’21) AIB 1921 Pat 85 (87) : 21 Cr. L. J. 519, Gawkaran Lai v. Sarjoo Saw. (In 
case of doubt.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 351 (351)' : 6 Jnd Cas 390 (All), Chhcdi Kandu v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 493 (493) : 20 Ind Cas 749 (All), Bam Pershad v. Mod. 

(’13) 22 Ind Cas 105 (166) : 15 Cri L Jour 21 (All), Baker v. Bansi. 

4. (’33) AIB 1933 Bang 271 (272) : 34 Cri L Jour 1185, V Po Tone v. Emperor. 

5. (’35) AIB 1935 Bom 76 (78) : 59 Bom 171 : 36 Cr. L. J. 483, Morarji v. Emperor. 

Note 10 

1. (’40) AIB 1940 Pat 97 (98) : 41 Cr. L. J. 349, Mvkti Narain v. Emperor. 

(’87) 9 All 85 (87) : 1880 A W N 307, Queen v. Ptiran. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 187 (188), Empress v. Tota Bam. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 189 (189), Queen-Empress v. Jcio Mat. 

(’02) 1902 All W N 195 (195), Empress v. Autla Duba. 

(’87) 14 Cal 141 (146), Baidyanath v. Muspratt. 

(’02) 6 Cal W N 843 (844), Mrinal v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIB 1929 Cal 176 (177) : 30 Cr. L. J. 705, Ajoy Krishna v. S. G. Bose. (Per 
Graham, J.) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Be No. 33 Cr, p. 70 (72), Ballia v. Ahsan Shah. 

(’28) AIB 1928 Lnli 88 (89) : 29 Cr. L.J. 958, Jagindar Singh v. Agha Safdar AH. 
(’97) 20 Mad 387 (387) : 2 Weir 240, Queen-Empress v. Kannappa Pillai. 

(’88) 2 Weir 244 (244), V irabhadrayya v. Sooryanarayana. 

(’18) AIB 1918 Pat 052 (653) : 19 Cr. L. J. 627, Mushari Bam v. Baj Kishore. 
(’26) AIB 1926 Pat 34 (35): 26 Cr. L.J. 1394, Bam Saran Singh v. Md. Jan Khan. 
(’.26) AIB 1926 Sind 194 (196) : 21SLB293 : 27 Cr. L. J. 711, Crowder v. Morrison. 
(’31) AIB 1931 Sind 113 (113, 114) : 32 Cr. L. J. 926, Dharamdas Lilaram v. 
F. II. Pilcher. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 351 (351) : 6 I. C. 390 (All), Chhcdi Kandu v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 385 (385) : 1 U B E 73 : 11 1. C. 249, Nga Tha Tu v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 749 (749) : 6 S L B 83 : 17 I. C. 61, Gaji v. Jumanshah. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 493 (493, 494) : 20 I. C. 749 (Ail), Bam Pershad v. Moti. 
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Section 202 
Note 11 


11. “Postpone the issue of process.” — An order under this 
section is one by virtue of which the Magistrate decides to postpone 
the issue of process for compelling tire attendance of the accused 
person, where, for any reason that he thinks lit, ho wishes to hold an 
inquiry or direct an inquiry or investigation into the complaint. 
He can do this, therefore, only before process is issued. Hence, a 
Magistrate, who, after issue of process, 1 or when the accused is brought 
under a warrant 2 or after taking evidence, 3 holds an inquiry or directs 
an inquiry or investigation, acts in contravention of the section. After 
the issue of process he must proceed with the trial. This rule applies 
equally to the successor of a Magistrate who has issued the process 4 
as also to a Magistrate to whom the case is transferred after issue of 
process. 5 

Where a complaint is made against several persons jointly, the 
fact that the Magistrate ha3 issued processes against some of them 
will not deprive him of his power to postpone the issue of process 
against the others and to make a preliminary inquiry in respect of 
the offences alleged against them. 0 

Under certain circumstances, however, a Magistrate may properly 
direct an inquiry under this section even after the issue of process.' 
Where, after the Magistrate has issued processes against two accused, 
if one of them lays a cross-complaint, the Magistrate can properly 
rescind the order to issue process and send the cases to a subordinate 
Magistrate for inquiry and report. 7 

It has been held that where the Magistrate has before him two 
complaints connected with the same subject-matter, he has a discretion 
to postpone the issue of process in one case pending the result of the 
other case. 8 

When once the Magistrate postpones the issue of process under 
this section, he is required to inquire into the case himself or to direct 
an inquiry or investigation. The fact that there was already a police 
investigation does not affect his proceedings. 9 Similarly, where the 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 4G2 (4G3) : 17 Or. L. J. 39G (397), Balailall v. Pasupati. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 91 (92) : 18 Cr. L. J. 7G5 (7G5), Madlio Gir v. Pcishid Ahmed. 

Note 11 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 433 (434) : 39 Cri L Jour 981, Qamarali v. lit. Tulsi. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 749 (749) : 17 I. C. 01 : G S L R 83, Gaji v. Jumanshalt. ' 

See Section 537 Note 17. 

2. (’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 44 (45), Bamhant Sirlcar v. Jadiib Chundcr. 

(’02) 2 Weir 241 (241, 242), In re Bangachari. 

3. (’9G) 189G All W N 140 (141), Empress v. Khurram Singh. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 1S7 (188), Emperor v. Tota Bam. 

(’SG) 9 Mad 282 (282, 2S3) : 2 Weir 213, Sadagopachariar v. Baghavachariyar. 

4. (’8G) 9 Mad 282 (2S2, 2S3):2 Weir 243, Sadagopachariar v. Baghavachariyar. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 433 (434) : 39 Cri L Jour 9S1, Qamarali v. 21 1. Tulsi. 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 12S (128) : 41 Cr. L. J. 312, Haroon Abdulla v. Gajadhar. 

7. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal GG2 (GG2) : 25 Cr. L. J. 4G4, Lalit Mohan v. Noni Lai. 

8. (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 254 (255) : 34 Cri L Jour 891, Allahdino v. Emperor. 
(Interdependent cases of adultery and defamation — Held, latter should be stayed 
till decision of former.) 

9. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 350 (350, 351) : 19 Cr. L. J. 2G3, Shconandan v. Emperor. 
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Magistrate directs an inquiry under ibis section, be cannot issue 
process before bo receives tbo report of the inquiry . 10 

12. Position of the accused. — A person complained against 
does not become an accused until it has been decided to issue process 
against him, and bo is not entitled to bo represented by a pleader 
during tbo preliminary inquiry which may be bold under this section . 1 
If be chooses to attend tbo proceedings, be may, of course, do so like 
any other member of the public but bo lias no locus standi as a 
•parly, the purpose of tbo law being clearly to exclude him until 
sufficient ground for proceeding against him has been made out by the 
complainant . 10 

Proceedings under this section arc not proceedings inter partes 
but they are instituted and conducted by the Magistrate in order that 
be may bo able to satisfy himself whether there is or is not, any 
ground for issuing process and it is not until process is issued that the 
matter becomes a case . 2 Therefore, the practice of issuing a notice to 
tbo accused before the issue of process ’ 1 or of conducting tbo inquiry in 
bis presence ' 1 or of bearing arguments on behalf of the accused 5 or of 

10. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 989 (990), Krishna Bala Dasi v. Kiroda Bala Das i. 

Note 12 

1. (’33) 37 Cal \Y N 709 (711), Fanindra Kumar v. Rabat Bux Choicdhari. 
(Magistrate should not permit the accused to be represented by lawyers and to 
argue that the complaint should bo dismissed.) 

la. (’03) 8 Cri L Jour 20 (23): 4 Nag L R 81, Sheikh Char.d v. Mahomed HAnif. 
(’ll) 11 Ind Cas 311 (311, 312) : 38 Cal 830, Golapjan v. Bholanath. 

{’34) AIR 1931 Rang 1G7 (1G3) : 3G Cri L Jour 75, S. D. Vardon v. Heaney. 

2. (’2G) AIR 192G Sind 1S3 (1S9):20 S L R 13:27 Cr.L.J. 491,A<mamm Udhowdas 
v. Topandas. 

(’26) AIR 192G Pat 31 (33):2G Cr.L.J. 1391, Ram Saran v. Mohammad Jankhan. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal -147 (-413) : GO Cal 1031 : 34 Cr.L.J. C01, Fanindra Kumar v. 
Rahal Bux. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 123 (129) : 21 Ind Cas 703 (704, 703) : 37 Mad 1S1, Sheikh 
Mccran v. Ratnavclu Mudali. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 19 (20, 21) : 49 Mad 918 : 23 Cri L Jour 129 (FB), Appa Eao 
Mndaliar v. Janaki Animal. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 18 (18, 19) : 49 Mad 92G : 23 Cri L Jour 113, Varadarajuln 
Naidu v. Kuppasavti Naidu. 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 57 (53) : 40 Cal 441 : IS I.C. 343, Bhim Lai Shah v. Bisa Singh. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 521 (525) : 55 Bom 770 : 33 Cr. L. J. 72, Emperor v.Finan. 
{’23) AIR 1923 Cal 198 (19S, 199): 24 Cr.L.J. 333, Cliandi Gharan v. Manindra. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lali 97 (97) : 29 Cr. L. J. 39, Mali Lai v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 15G (158):S Rang 1:31 Cr.L.J. 821, Dhana Reddy v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 192G Sind 194 (190, 197) : 21 S L R 293 : 27 Cri L Jour 711, M. H. 
Crowder v. L. A. Morrison. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 484 (485) : 39 Cal 1011 : 15 I.C. 481, Emperor v. Bhika Eossein. 

4. (’02) G Cal W N 843 (844), Mrinal Kanti v. Emperor. 

(’20) 25 Cal W N xii (xii), Baul Pramanik v. Sub-Inspector of Raigunj. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 3S5 (38G) : 1 U B R 73 : 11 I.C. 249, Nga Tha Tu v. Emperor. 
[But see (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 3 (4) : 18 Ind Cas 147 (Lab), Abdul Gaffar Beg v. 
Emperor. (Examination o£ complainant in presence of accused so as to enable 
liim to cross-examine complainant held, necessary in the circumstances of the 
case.)] 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 57G (577) : 2G Cr. L. J. 305, Bachoo Mia v. Anwar Nabi. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 125 (125) : 13 I. C. 781 (Cal), Sandyal v. Knnjcslnvar Misra. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat G52 (G52, G53) : 19 Cr.L.J. 527, Mushari Ram v. Rajkishore Lai. 
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Section 202 
Notes 12-43 


examining him 0 is undesirable and quite irregular and contrary to the 
spirit o£ the section and to the general principles of the Code, though 
such a procedure is not prohibited by the strict letter of the section , 7 
or may mako the inquiry more complete and sometimes satisfy the 
Magistrate that the case is false . 8 However, if such a procedure is 
followed by the Magistrate, he is not thereby committing an illegality . 9 

13. May inquire into the case himself or direct an inquiry 
or investigation. — Under this section, as it stood before the 
amendment in 1923, a Magistrate had himself to conduct the inquiry 
and could not direct an inquiry to be made by any subordinate 
Magistrate or a police-officer or other person. These persons could only 
hold a local investigation . 1 But in Amrit Mcijhi v. Emperor? a doubt 
was raised whether the languago of the section did not seem consistent 
with the long existing practice of referring complaints to subordinate 
Magistrates for inquiry and report. Tho amendment of 1923 now 


(’17) AIB 1917 Cal 4G2 (4G3) : 17 Cr.L. J. 39G (397), Balailall Hooker jee v. Pasu- 
pad Chatter jcc. 

[See however ('ll) 12 Cri L .Tour 207 (20S) : 10 Ind Cas 33 (Cal), Sheikh Akbar 
v. Prance. (Person complained against should be admitted to watch proceedings 
aiul his representative, if advocate or pleader, should be allowed toactas amicus 
cance.)] 

6. (’23) AIR 1923 Lali GG3 (GG-i) : 2G Cr. L. .T. 1G7, War yam Singh v. Crown. 
(’28) AIR 192S Lull 88 (89):29 Cr.L. J. 95S, Jagindar Singh v. Agha Safdar AH. 

[Sec also (’0G) 3 Cr. L. ,T. 13S (140) : 32 Cal 1083 : 10 C W N 51, Sat Narain v. 
Emperor. (Where it is implied.)] 

[I!ut sec (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 143 (145) : 3G Cr. L. ,T. 94, Eewatmal Udhomal v. 
Sajanmal Mchrumal. (Magistrate not to issue notice to accused to show cause 
against his prosecution — But it is open to Magistrate if he deems it desirable to 
hear what the accused has to say and even to accept any documentary evidence 
on his behalf.)] 

7. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 18 (18) : 49 Mad 926 : 28 Cri L Jour 113, Varadarajulu 
Naidu v. Euppusami Naidu. 

8. (’26) AIR 192G Pat 34 (35) : 26 Cri L Jour 1394, Bam Saran Singh v. Md, 
Jan Khan. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 19 (20) : 49 Mad 91S : 2S Cri L Jour 129 (FB), Appa Bao 
Mudaliar v. Janahi Animal. 

[See also (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 207 (208) : 10 I. C. 33 (Cal), Sheikh Akbary . Prance.'] 

9. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 290 (290, 291) : 52 Bom 44S : 29 Cri L Jour 975, In ro 
Virbhan Bliagaji. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 102 (103) : G Bom L R 91, In rc Tukaram Udaram. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 302 (303,304) : 32 Cr.L. J. 1023, Mahabir Baitha v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 113(113, 114):32 Cr.L. J. 926, DharamdasLilaramy. Pilcher. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 372 (373) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1239, Gobardan Das v. Girdliari Lai, 
[Sec however (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 97 (100) : 41 Cri L Jour 349, Mukti Narain v. 
Emperor. (Examination of accused before calling upon complainant to sub- 
stantiate his allegations is illegal — AIR 1920 Pat G55, Followed.)] 

Note 13 

1. (’10) 11 Cr.L. J. 525 (526) : 3S Cal G8 : 7 1.C. 7 47, Hari Char an x.Srish Chandra. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 867 (868, 869) : 17 Cri L Jour 146 (147) : 43 Cal 173, Gangadhar 

Pradan v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 211 (212) : 44 All 550 : 23 Cr. L. J. 279, Emperor v.Durga Prasad, 
(’20) 24 Cal W N c (c), Taranath Dc v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 482 (483) : 40 Cal 41 : 15 I. C. 482, Maniruddin Sarkar v. 
Abdul Bauf. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 484 (485) : 39 Cal 1041 : 15 I C 484, Emperor v. Bhika Eoosein. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 704 (704, 705) : 16 I. C. 512 (All), Baij Nath v. Baja Bam. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 64 (66) : 21 Cri L Jour 310, Dcvidin v. Narayan Bao. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 15 (1G, 17) : 1 Pat L J 553 : 18 Cri L Jour 52, Baij Nath 
Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 59 (60) : 4G Cal 854 : 20 Cri L Jour 508. 
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expressly empowers a Magistrate to direct an inquiry under this section 
by a Magistrate subordinate to him or an investigation by a police- 
officer or such other person as be thinks fit, thus expressly adopting 
the view hold in Aviril Majhi’s case. 3 A third class Magistrate, 
however, oven under the amended section, must inquire into the case 
himself and has no power to direct any inquiry or investigation. 

Under this section, a Magistrate has to choose one of the two 
alternatives, namely, either to inquire into the case himself or direct 
an inquiry or investigation. Ho cannot have recourse to both. Where, 
therefore, a Magistrate chose to inquire into the case himself, it was 
held that he could not direct a local investigation. 4 Similarly, where 
he has ordered an investigation by another person, he cannot follow 
it up by an inquiry himself. 11 But it has been hold by the Calcutta 
High Court that a Magistrate, if he is dissatisfied with the result of 
an investigation directed by him, may hold an inquiry himself. 0 

An inquiry under the section can bo directed only to a subordinate 
Magistrate and not to a superior Magistrate 7 or a Magistrate of the 
same class. 6 

The subordinate Magistrate directed to inquire need not be 
competent to entertain the complaint ho is asked to inquire into, 
provided the Magistrate, who directs the inquiry, is competent to 
entertain and dispose of the same.” 

Once a Magistrate has directed an inquiry by a Subordinate- 
Magistrate under this section, he cannot recall the proceedings before 
the inquiry is completed. 10 But it has been held that he can stay the 
proceedings. 11 

It has been held that where a Magistrate has directed an inquiry 
or investigation by another under this section, he cannot, on receipt of 
the report of such inquiry or investigation, transfer the caso for 
disposal to another Magistrate without deciding whether the case 
should be dismissed under S. 203 or proceeded with under S. 204. 12 

15. “Inquiry.” — The inquiry contemplated by this section does 
not necessarily mean an inquiry by examining witnesses, or by holding. 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 59 (60) : 46 Cal 854 : 20 Cr. L. J. 508, Amrit Majid v. Emperor - 

4. (>22) AIR 1922 All 211 (212) : 44 All 550 : 23 Cri L Jour 279, Emperor v. 
Durga Prasad. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lab 88 (89): 29 Cr. L. J.958 ,Jagindar Singh v. Agha Safdar Ali. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 91 (92) : 18 Cr. L. J. 765 (765), Madho Gir v. Eashid Ahmad. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 389 (389) : 39 Cri L Jour 80, Tyab Ali v. Husainali. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 493 (494) : 20 I. C. 749 (All), Bam Pcrshad v. Moti. 

6. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 525 (526): 38 Cal 68:7 IC 747, Haricharanv. SrishChandra. 

7. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 484 (485) : 39 Cal 1041 : 151 C 484, Emperor v. Bhika Hossein. 

8. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 539 (541) : 1912 Pun Re No 2 Cr : 12 I. C. 515, Ali 
Mohammad v. Emperor. 

9. (’02) 6 Cal W N 295 (296), Surjija Hariani v. Emperor. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 374 (376, 377) : 30 Nag L R 76 : 35 Cri L Jour 404, 
Tulsidas v. Chcian Das. (Inquiry is not complete till all the witnesses whom 
complainant wants to examine have been examined.) 

11. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 143 (144) : 36 Cri L Jour 94, Bcwatmal Udhomc.l v. 
Sajanmal Mehrumal. 

See also S. 344 Note 11. _ 

12. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 61 (63) : 41 Cri L Jour 344, Santolch Baj Singh v.. 
Galnvar Khan. (AIR 1925 Cal 742, Followed.) 
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an investigation into the case or in any particular form. The Magistrate 
can do it in any way he thinks proper . 1 He is at perfect liberty to look 
into the police records and if he is satisfied that the complaint is 
groundless, he can dismiss the complaint . 2 But where he examines 
witnesses in such an inquiry, and evidence which is opposed to the 
complainant’s allegations is brought before him, he should' give an 
opportunity to the complainant to explain or to meet such evidence . 3 
It is in the discretion of the Magistrate to allow the complainant to be 
represented by a vakil or not in such an inquiry . 4 Proceedings in an 
inquiry under this section should not be dilatory and protracted . 5 

15. Evidence in the inquiry — Sub-s. (2JL). — The evidence, 
in an inquiry held under this section, need not be confined to the 
examination of the complainant alone. The section leaves it to the 
discretion of the Magistrate to examine such witnesses and make such 
inquiries as he thinks fit . 1 There is nothing to prohibit him from 
examining witnesses, whom he knows to be able to throw light on the 
matter, or from importing even his own personal knowledge into it . 2 
The Magistrate is also entitled to thoroughly cross-examine the 
witnesses in order to get at the truth. 2a 

Where a Magistrate inquiring into a case under this section 
examines witnesses, he may, under sub-s.(2A), if he thinks fit, take the 
evidence of such witnesses on oath. This provision w’as added by the 
amending Act of 1923 to put an end to the long-existing conflict of 
view’s as to whether such an inquiry is a judicial proceeding within 
the meaning of S. 476 so as to make the complainant liable to prosecu- 
tion for making a false complaint or for perjury. The Calcutta 3 and 
Patna 4 High Courts held that such an inquiry w j as a judicial 
proceeding , w’hile the Madras High Court held that it was not . 5 The 


Note 14 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 797 (799) : 26 Cr. L. J. 129 .Bamanand Lair. AH Eassan. 
[But see (’34) AIR 1934 Oudli SS (89) : 35 Cr. L. J. 415, Sarjoo Prasad v. Earn 

Lai. (Dismissal of complaint after merely making some oral inquiries without 
examining any one on oath is illegal and irregular.)] 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 797 (799) : 26 Cr. L. J. 129, Bamanand Lai r.Ali Eassan. 
•(’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 54 (54, 55), Queen r. Busick Moncc. 

[But see (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 125 (125) : 13 I. C. 781 (Cal), Sandyal v. Eanjcswar 
Misra. _ (He must give complainant ‘opportunity’ to prove case — Dismissal of 
complaint merely on basis of statements of accused’s lawyer or of papers filed 
by accused with police is improper,)] 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 135 (136) : 29 Cri L Jour 48, McCarthy v. Shanncn. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 125 (125) : 13 I. C. 781 (Cal), Sandyal v. Eanjcshwar Misra. 

4. (’71) 8 Bom H C R 202 (204), Bindachari v. Dracup. 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 33 (34):40Cr. L. J. 213, A jit Nath v. Satish Chandra. 

Note 15 

1. (’93) 1893 Rat 669 (669), In re Eanhuchand. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 443 (444) : 30 Cri L Jour 1160, Nagi Beddy v. Emperor. 
2a. (’39) AIR 1939 Pesh 16 (17) : 1939PeshLJ 24:40Cr.L.J. 674, Guhnahamed 

v. Eabibullah Earhnullah. 

3. (’09) 9 Cr, L. J. 295 (296) : 36 Cal 72:11. C. 203, Eanchan Garhiv. Bam Eishun. 
(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 65 n (65 n), Anibica Boy v. Emperor. ■ 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 13S (139) : 24 Cr. L. J. 862, Banshidar Manuarir. Emperor, 

5. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 323 (324) : 10 I. C. 619 (Mad), In Be Eachimudar Labbai. 
(Per Sundara Aiyar, J.; Ayling, J,, contra at p. 325.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1110 (1114) : 13 Cr. L. J. 209 (212) : 39 Mad 750 (FB), Bapu 
v. Bapu. (Per Spencer, J.) 
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Lahore High Court, doubted if if was a judicial proceeding. 0 The 
present sub-s. (2A) gives effect to the Calcutta and Patna view and the 
Madras view is no longer correct. An inquiry under this section 
therefore is now a judicial proceeding." 

16. Magistrate holding inquiry, if disqualified from trying. 
— There is nothing in the Code which disqualifies a Magistrate, 
who holds a preliminary inquiry under this section, from trying the 
•case himself when tliero is nothing to indicato that ho initiated or 
directed the proceedings or took any personal interest in the matter of 
the complaint presented before him. 1 The fact that a subordinate 
Magistrate expressed his opinion in submitting a report, in a case 
referred to him under this section, is no bar to his holding the trial on 
an order by the District Magistrate making over the case to him for 
the purpose. 2 See S. 55G Note 19. 

17. Investigation, — A Magistrate may, if he thinks fit, direct 
•an investigation by a police-officer or by any other person for the 
purpose of ascertaining the truth or falsehood of the complaint. 
Before the amendment of 1923, the Magistrate could direct a local 
investigation even by a subordinate Magistrate. 

The words “ local investigation ” wore not restricted to the 
investigation of the physical features only but meant an inquiry into 
the truth or falsity of the complaint. The word ' local ’ was used with 
a view to hold the investigation in the locality for the convenience of 
the parties but the investigation was not confined to the investigation 
of the locality itself. 1 This is also evident from the definition of 
the term in S. i (l) (1) of the Code where the investigation by way of 
collection of evidence is to be conducted by a police-officer or by any 
person other than a Magistrate. A local investigation, therefore, is 
merely a proceeding for the collection of evidence on tho spot for tho 
purpose of ascertaining if tho complaint is true or false. 2 It can bo 
ordered when tliero is a quarrel about boundaries or any matter of 
that kind. 3 

•(’02) 2 Weir 107 (1G7, 1GS), Vein Nair v. Gnana Prakasam Pillai. 

(1900) 23 Mad 223 (224, 225) : 1 Weir 152, Queen-Empress v. Venkaiar amanita. 

[But sco ('04)1 Cr.L.J. 118 (119) (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. Palliyathocli Eayan. 
G. (’19) AIR 1919 Lah 37 (38): 20 Cri L .Tour 815, Maqkul Alimcd v. Emperor. 

7. (*04) 1 Cri L Jour 118 (119) (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. Pallhjathodi Eayan. 
Bee also S. 4 (1) (m) Note 5. 

Note 16 

1. (’97) 24 Cal 1G7 (1G8, 1G9), Ananda Chundcr v. Basu Mudli. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Rang G5 (G5) : 1 Bur D J 32 : 24 Cr. L. J. 744, JIrs. May Bond- 
villc v. 'Emperor. 

(’98) 23 Cal 328 (334), Sudliama TJpadhya v. Empress. (Magistrate held disquali- 
■ lied from trying the case.) 

See also S. 55G Note 19. 

2. (1900) 4 Cal W N 004 (G05), Bani Madhab v. Bosaraj Gossami. 

Note 17 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 172 (172, 173) : 19 Cr. L. J. 126, Munshi Mian v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 64 (65) : 21 Cri L Jour 310, Devi Din v. Narayana Bao. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 5G3 (5G5) : 2 P L J 47 : 21 Cri L Jour 594, Bam Barai v. 
Bam Pratap. 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 704 (705) : 1G I. C. 512 (All), Baij Nath v. Baja Bam. 

2Cr.75. 
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Section. 202 
Notes 17-18 


The word ‘ local ’ has been deleted by the amendment in 1925 

indicating clearly that the investigation is not confined to mere 

inspection of the locality. 

18. “Investigation by police.” 

(1) Trivial ancl non-cognizablc cases. — It is not advisable for 
Magistrates to make indiscriminate use of poliee agency for the 
purpose of ascertaining matters as to which they are bound to 
form their own opinion. 1 This is specially so in cases regarding 
offences not cognizable by the police. 10 Similarly, in trivial cases. 
except for special reasons, one or the other of the modes of inquiry 
permitted by the section should be adopted 2 as it is an abuse of 
the powers given by this section to refer such petty cases (c. g., an 
assault of a petty character) to the police for inquiry, the proper 
course for Magistrates in such cases being to take action on the 
complaint at once. 3 

(2) Cognizable cases. — A police investigation under this section is 
different from the investigation referred to in S. 156. A Magistrate 
in cognizable cases, after he has taken cognizance of an offence 
under S. 190 (l) (a) (e. g., on complaint) can only order an investiga- 
tion and report under this section, but cannot order an inquiry 
under s. 156, and direct the police to submit a charge-sheet. That 
means a Magistrate cannot proceed under chapter XIV after acting 
under chapter XVI. 4 When a complaint is referred under this 
section by the Magistrate for investigation, the police need do no 
more than make a report. 5 But this does not debar them from 
exercising their ordinary powers of arrest and investigation and 
from sending xxp the accused for trial under a charge-sheet. 0 The 
Bombay High Court 7 and the Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court s 

Note 18 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 339 (310) : 27 SindL R 387 : 35 Cr. L. .7. 24, Mahliomai 
Dansing v. Giancliand Salamatrai. 

la. G. R. and C. 0. High Court of Patna (Cr.), Yol. I, Chap. IV, S. 12. 

Rules and Orders, Lahore High Court (1931), Yol. HI, Chap. I-B, para. 4. 

See also Cri. Cir. Judicial Commissioner Central Provinces (1929), Circular 
No. 7, para. 5. 

Police Regulations, Bengal (1928), Yol. I, S. 42. • 

2. Rules and Orders, Lahore High Court (1931), Yol. Ill, Chap. I-B. para. 4. 

3. (’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 67 (67), Gancslia v. Empress. 

[See also ('SS) 12 Bom 161 (163), In re Jankidas. ] 

4. (’28) AIR 192S Cal 24 (25) : 54 Cal 303 : 28 Cr. L. .T. 577, IsafNasya v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 359 (361) : 29 Cri L Jour 374, Elf at Khan v. Emperor. 

(’22) 67 I. C. 499 (499) : 23 Cri L Jour 403 (Pat), Bampabitar v. Kasim Ali. 

See also S. 156 Note 5. 

5. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 770 (770) : 54 Mad 598 : 32 Cr. L. J. 090, Gopal Naick v. 
Alagirisami Naick. 

6. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 770 (770) : 54 Mad 598 : 32 Cr. L. J. 690, Gopal Naick v. 
Alagirisami Naick. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lali579 (5S0):33 Cr. L. J. 737:14 Lali 194, Rashid Ahmad v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 547(548, 549):2 Pat 379:24 Cr.L.J. 375, Emperor v. Bhola Bliagat. 

(’78) 2 Cal L R 374 (376), Bepuloola v. Nazim Sheikh. 

See also S. 156 Note 5. 

7. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 72 (73, 74) : 53 Bom 339 : 30 Cr.L.J. 781, Nur Mahomed 
Bajmahomcd v. Emperor. 

8. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 113 (116) : I L R (1939) Kar 85 : 39 Cri L Jour 681 (FB), 
Emperor v. Bikha Moti.(klli 1933 Sind 130, Overruled; AIR 1934 Sind 20 is no- 
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liavc, however, hold that where an investigation hy the police has 
been ordered under this section, the police have no power to send 
up the accused for trial under a charge-sheet. 

(3) Where the accused is a. police-officer. — If the accused is himself 
a polico-oilicer, it is not proper nor is it contemplated that the 
Magistrate should call for a report from the police-officer, who is 
himself the accused 11 or from a superior or other police-officer. 1 " 
In such cases the Magistrate himself should hold the inquiry 11 or 
direct a local inquiry by a subordinate Magistrate. 12 Complaints 
against police-officers should he handled with the greatest care. In 
such cases, the complainant should be given every facility to provo 
his allegations. 111 

It is not desirable that a complaint against a person who is 
alleged to have acted in collusion with the police should he handed 
over to the police for investigation. 1 ' 1 It has, however, been held in 
the undermentioned case 15 that it is not illegal to send a complaint, 
in which the bona fides of the police arc impugned, for inquiry or 
investigation by a police-officer. 

(•i) Bcport. — The report called for under this section should form 
part of the record and as such a copy thereof can ho given to the 
accused. 18 The report should he submitted to the same Magistrate 
who had ordered the investigation and not to another Magistrate. 17 

. Such a report is absolutely privileged. 18 


longer good law after this Full Bench decision — 1’olicc arc not prevented from 
arresting tlic accused under Section 54.) 

9. (’87) 14 Cal 141 (140), Baitb/analh Singh v. Muspratt. 

(’20) AIK 1920 l’at 0-75 (050) :‘,5 P L J 01 : 21 Cri L Jour G21, liar Narain v. 
Kariman Ahir. 

10. (’81) 1884 AH tV N 47 (47), Jalaluddvi v. Mohammad Khalil. (Other police- 
officers.) 

(’20) AIK 1920 All 77'(7S) : 21 Cri L Jour 043, Harihar Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Superior police-officers.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 91 (92) : 21 Cri L Jour 019, Mt. Shama v. Ejaz Ahmad. 
(Superintendent of Police.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 125 (125) : 21 Cr. L. J. 410, Mctca Lai v. Emperor. (Another 
police-officer.) 

(1900) 4 Cal W N ccxxi (ccxxii), Sarat Chandra v. Aghorc. (Police.) 

(’2S) AIR 1928 Lah 88 (89) : 29 Cri L Jour 9-5S, Jagmdar v. Agha Sabdar Ali. 
(Do.) 

(>19) AIR 1919 Oudh 395 (395): 22 Oudh Cas 321 : 20 Cr. L. J. 12B, Mt.Mahadci 
v. Bam Sahai. (Do.) 

(’05) 2 Cr L J 51 (53) :9CWN 199 (Cal), Haladar Bhumij v. Sub-Inspoctor of 
Police. (District Superintendent of Police.) 

11. (’97) 20 Mad 387 (388) : 2 Weir 240, Empress v. Kanappa Pillai. 

Seo cases cited in foot-note 10. 

12. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 495 (495) : 20 Cri L Jour 390, Narain Singh v. Emperor. 

13. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 288 (288) : 27 Cr. L. J. 107, Dcvasikamani Mtulaliar v. 
Narayana Prasad. 

See also Section 203 Note 9. 

14. (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 339 (340) : 27 Sind L B 387 : 35 Cr. L.J.24,Mahliomal 
I)a7ising v. Gianchand Sdlamatrai. 

15. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 20S (209) : 41 Cr. L.J. 018, KaniyaEam v. Ghanan Mai. 

16. (’87) 14 Cal 141 (144), Baidyanath Singh v. Muspra'tt. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 429 (429) : 32Cr.L.J. 089, Muthullumara Pillai v. Emperor. 
See also Section 548 Note 4. 

17. (’18) AIR 1918 Lah 123 (124) : 19 Cri L Jour 430, Thahar Singh v. Kir pal. 

18. (’37) AIR 1937 All 90 (94, 90) : I L R (1937) All 390, Veni Madho Prasad v. 
.If. Wajid Ali. 
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Section 202 
Notes 19-20 


19, “Such other person." — The Magistrate may direct an 
investigation by such other person as he thinks fit. ‘ Such other person’ 
under this section includes a panchayat within the meaning of the 
U. P. Village Panchayat Act . 1 A master is not a fit person to he 
directed to investigate and make a report in a case of complaint against 
his servant . 2 

It is illegal for a Magistrate to call upon the accused himself 
to make a report and act upon it . 3 

20. Examination of the complainant — Proviso. — The 

proviso to sub-s. (l) makes it obligatory on the Magistrate to examine 
the complainant on oath, before directing an inquiry or investigation 
under this section, save in the case where the complaint is by a Court. 
Under this section, before it was amended in 1923, such an examination 
was a pre-requisite, whether the Magistrate intended to make a personal 
inquiry himself or whether he intended to give a direction for an 
inquiry or investigation. The present proviso requires such examination 
to be made only where a direction for inquiry is to be made and not 
where the Magistrate intends to make a personal inquiry himself. 

A complaint, therefore, cannot bo sent for inquiry or investigation 
unless the complainant has been examined on oath ; 1 and if any 
report of such an enquiry or investigation is called for without such 


Note 19 

1. See Section 72 (1) (a), U. P. Village Panchayat Act. 

[See also (’2G) AIR 192G All 193 (193) : 27 Cri L Jour27G, Kadhoriv. Emperor.] 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 733 (734): 16 Cr.L.J. 320 : 28 1.C. 656(656), Emperor \\ Rabbi. 
(’05) 10 Cal W N xxxviii (xxxix), Ncckchand v. Emperor. 

3. (’87) 14 Cal 141 (146), Baidyanath v. Muspratt. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 954 (954, 955), In re Subba Rao Ramchaiidra. 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 17 (18), Satyacharan v. Chairman of Uftcrpara Municipality. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 655 (G5G) : 5 Pat L J 61 : 21 Cr. L. J. §21, Harnarain Halwai 
x.Eariman Ahir. 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 97 (100) : 47 Cr. L. J. 349, Muhti Narain v. Emperor .] 
(But see (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 327 (328) : 28 All 421 : 1906 A W N 76. In re Dulihhi 
Iicioat. (Where the order calling for a report was considered as an order to 
show cause nnd hence not illegal.)] 

Note 20 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 All 064 (G64) : 26 Cr. L. J. 176, Rekha Chamar v. Emperor. ' 
<’S4) 1S84 All W N 47 (47), Jalaluddin v. Md. Khalil. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 1S9 (189), Empress v. Jclo Mai. 

(’02) 1902 All W N 195 (195), Emperor v. Amta Dube. ; 

(’86) 1SSG Rat 3G8 (369), In re Bai Kashi. 

(’98) 189S Rat 954 (954, 955), In re Subbrao Ramchandra. 

(’87) 12 Bom 161 (163), In re Janki Das. 

■(’86) 13 Cal 334 (33G), Umer Ali v. Suffer Ali. 

(1900) 27 Cal 798 (800), Jhumuck v. Pathuk. '■ 

f’01) 28 Oal 652 (661) : 5 C W N 457 (FB), Diuarkanath v. Beni Madhab. 

(’02) 29 Cal 410 (412), Kuldip v. Budhan. 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 134 (135, 136), In re Biyogi Bhagat. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 473 (475) : 9 Pat 707 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1056 [EB), Bharat Kishorc 
v. Judliistir. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 159 (159) : 8 SL R21 : 15 Cr.L.J. 662, Emperor v. Ratlin Mchar. 
(’06) 3 Cr.L.J. 471 (472, 473): 10C WN 773, Ram Adhin Chowdhry v. Wahcd Ali. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 351 (351) : 6 I. C. 390 (All), Chcdi Kandu v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 3S5 (385) : 1 U B R 73 : 11 1. C. 249, NgaTha Tu v. Emperor. 
(’88) 2 Weir 244 (244), Virabhadrayya v. Vyricherla. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 319 (320) : 20 Cr. L. J. 413, Iqbal Khan v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 (84) : 15 Sind L R 200 : 23 Cri L Jour 243, Mulchahd 
Pamanmal v. Kessomal Ramchand. 
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examination, and is made, it is without jurisdiction and cannot form 
the basis of any further action and a complainant, who was not 
examined, cannot be prosecuted with regard to his complaint, dismissed 
on such a report. 2 

21. Powers of the inquiring or investigating officer. 

(1) A Magistrate inquiring into n case can exercise all the powers of a 
Magistrate, including the power of taking evidence of witnesses on 
oath. But he has not the powers of a police-officer to keep an 
accused in custody for the purpose of an inquiry. 1 

(2) A police-officer making an investigation under this section has all 
the powers conferred on him under chapter xiv. lie can make a 
full inquiry from the complainant and his witnesses and the 
defendant and his witnesses. 2 

(3) Any other person directed to make an investigation has all the 
powers of an officer-in-charge of the police-station except the 
power of arrest without warrant, 3 i. c., the powers conferred under 
ss. 55, 50, 91, 127, 12S, 153, 150 and 157 ; the power to arrest without 
warrant remains with the Magistrate and a police-officer.' 1 

22. Police in the towns of Calcutta and Bombay — Sub-section (3). — 

See Notes to Section 1. 


23. Revision. — When a Magistrate does not act as he should 
under this section, the aggrieved party is entitled to apply in revision 
and the High Court has jurisdiction to interfere if necessary in the 
interests of justice. 1 If any irregularity in procedure under this section 
has not resulted in a miscarriage of justice, the High Court will not 
make any order in revision, which can result only in harassment to 
the parties and the waste of public time. 2 The following are instances 
of such irregularities where the High Court will not interfere unless 
there is a failure of justice — 

(1) the omission of the Magistrate to record reasons for postponing issue 
of process ; 3 


2. ('ll) 12 Gr.L.J. 539 (5-11): 12 I. C. 515 : 1912 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Ali Mohamad 
v. Emperor, 

(1900) 27 Cal 921 (921), Mahadco v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

(’03) 30 Cal 923 (925, 92G) : 7 C W N 525, Lokcnalh v. Sanyasi. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 305 (30G), Budhnalli Maliato v. Empress. 

•35) AIR 1935 All 715 (715) : 3G Cr. L. .T. 800 : 5S All 129, Bhagwan Das v. Emperor. 
[B„t see ('31) AIR 1931 Pat 15G (157) : 35 Cr. L. 3. 1309, Raghunandan Lai v. 
Emperor (Failure to examine complainant held to be merely an irregularity.)! 

Note 21 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 All 259 (259, 200) : 52 All 457 : SlCr.L. J. 99S, Anand Behan 


Lai v. Emperor. 

See also S. 1G7 Note 3. _ , 

2. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 83 (84) : 33 Cal 1282, Dcbi Bux v. Jutmal Dungarwal. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 290 (291):52 Bom 418:29 Cr.L.J.975, In rc Virbhan Bhagaji. 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 72 (78) : 33 Cr, L. J. 319, Raghunaih Puri v. Emperor. 

Note 23 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Mac! 879 (879) : 39 Cr. L. J. 984, In rc Vcnkatasubla Filial. 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 350 (351): 19 Cr.L.J.2G3, SliconandanMahtonv. Emperor. 

3. (’17) AIR 1917 All 91 (92) : 18 Cr.L. J. 765 (7G5, 76G), Madliogir v. Rashid Ahmad, 
(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 524 (525) : 55 Bom 770 : 33 Cr. L. J. 72, Emperor v. Finan. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 170 (177) : 30 Cr. L. J. 705, Ajoy Krishna v. S. G. Bose. 

(’01) 2 Weir 244 (245), Vcnkalesulu Baidu v. Durvasa Rangaycn. 

(’02) 25 Mad 51G (518) : 2 Weir 245, Emperor v. Alagiriswami. 
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Section 202 (2) requiring the accused to attend at the inquiry or liis examination 

; Note 23 thereat, and allowing of cross-examination and arguments inter 

partes ; 4 

(3) omission to examine the complainant under the proviso ; 5 

( 4 ) mere inadequacy of the inquiry; the High Court will not interfere 
with the details of an inquiry or investigation ;° 

(5) where the Magistrate has exercised his discretion under this section 
to postpone the issue of process, 7 or where the Magistrate does not 
record the statements of witnesses examined before him, but relies 
on the statements made before the police. 8 

"Where, however, in a case, where the inquiry is made by the 
police in a perfunctory manner and the report is considered by the 
Magistrate also in a perfunctory manner, the High Court will interfere" 
, and insist on the provisions of the section being strictly complied 
with, though, where the inquiry lias been carefully made and 
considered, it will refuse to interfere. 0 


Section 203 


203 .* The Magistrate before whom a com- 
Dismissai of plaint is made or to whom it has been 
complaint. transferred, may dismiss the complaint, if, 
after considering the statement on oath (if any) of the 


* Code of 1898, original S. 203. 

P.03. Tlie Magistrate before whom a complaint is made, or to whom it has 
been transferred, may dismiss the complaint if, after examining 
Dismissal of the complainant, and considering the result of the investigation 
complaint. (if any) made under S. 202, there is, in his judgment, no 
sufficient ground for proceeding. In such case he shall briefly 
record his reasons for so doing. 

1882 : S. 203 same as original S. 203 of 1898 Code — Except the last 
sentence printed in italics. 


1872 : S. 147 para. 1 ; 1861 : Ss. 67, 180. 


(’00) 10 Cr. L. J. 117 (118) : 2 I. C. G18 (Mad), Bangammal v. Krishnamachari. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 4G3 (4G4) : 11 I. C. 999 (Mad), In re Arula Kotiah. 

(’18) AIK 1918 Pat 652 (G53) : 19 Cr.L.J. 527, Mnshari Bam v. Baj Kishorc Lai. 
(’26) AIR 192G Pat 34 (35) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1394, Bamsaran v. Md. Jan Khan. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 113 (113, 114):32 Cr.L.J. 926, Dharamdas Lila Bam v. Pilcher. 

4. (’28) AIR 192S Lab 97 (97) : 29 Cr. L. J. 39, Motilal v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 191S Pat G52 (653) : 19 Cr.L.J. 527 , Musliari Bam v. Baj Kishorc Lai. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 302 (303, 304) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1023, Mahabir v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 34 (35) : 26 Cr. L. .T. 1394, Bam Saran v. A Id. Jan Khan. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 188 (189) : 20 SLR 43: 27 Cr.L.J. 494, Atmaram v. Topandas. 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 All 883 (8S4) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1035, Bam Oir v. Bavi Saran Singh. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 159 (159):8 SLR 21:15 Cr.L.J. 662, Emperor v. Nalhu Mcliar. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 473 (475, 476) : 9 Pat 707:30 Cr.L.J. 10oG{BB), Bharat Kishorc 

v. J udhistir. 

[But see (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 319 (320) : 20 Cr.L.J. 413, Egbal Khan v. Emperor. 
(An earlier case, not referred to in the Full Bench decision cited above, holding 
that it is an illegality.)] 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 30 (32):30 Cr.L.J. 554, Parmanand Brahmachari v. Emperor. 

7. (’23) AIR 1923 Lab G63 (664) : 26 Cr. L. J. 167, War yam Singh v. Grown. 

8. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 584 (584) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1346, Tilalcdhari Singh v. Misri Singh. 

9. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 350 (351) : 19 Cr.L.J. 263, Shconandan Uahton v. Emperor. 
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complainant and the result of the investigation or 
inquiry (if any) under section 202, there is in his 
judgment no sufficient ground for proceeding. In such 
cases he shall briefly record his reasons for so doing. 

The words “ after considering under S. 202” were substituted for 

the words “after examining the complainant if any made under S. 202” 

by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

The words “the investigation” were substituted for the words “any 
investigation” and the words and brachets “(if any)” were inserted after the word 
“inquiry” by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, U of 1926. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “May dismiss the complaint.” 

3. Magistrate. 

4. Orders on complaint not to 

be delayed. 

5. “Sufficient ground for proceed- 

* _ If 

mg. 

.6. Who can dismiss a complaint. 

7. Effect of dismissal. 

8. Dismissal without examining 
complainant. 


9. “And the result of the investi- 
gation or inquiry (if any) under 
S. 202.” 

10. “Shall record his reasons for so 

doing.” 

11. Second complaint. 

12. Further inquiry. 

13. Abatement. See Note 6 under 

Section 217. 

14. Appeal. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

■Competency of Courts to dismiss com- Examination of the complainant. See 
plaints. Sec Kate G. Note 8. 

Duty of Magistrate before dismissing Power to rehear the same or fresh 
the complaint. See Notes S and 5. complaint. See S. 403. 


4. Scope of the section. — • This section gives large powers to a 
Magistrate to dismiss a complaint ivithout issuing a process. 1 It does 
not apply where process has been issued : the proceedings in such cases 
fall under the next chapter. 2 Nor does it apply where the proceeding 
is not one which is initiated on a complaint , 2a c. g„ proceeding under 
■S. 107, 3 S. 552 4 or S. 145 6 of the Code. 


Section 203 
Note 1 


Section 203 — Note I 

1. (’87) 14 Gal 141 (144), Baidyanalh v. Muspratt. 

•(’71) 6 Mad H C B App xv (xv) : 2 Weir 154. 

2. (’91) 1891 Bat 544 (545), Quccn-Emprcss v. Budhunbhai. 

■(’68) 10 Suth W B Cr 61 (61) : 2 Beng LE(SN) 15, Bedash v. ATahroo. 

■(’97) 20 Mad 388 (388) : 2 Weir 251, Queen-Empress v. Sinnai Goundan. 

(’86) Weir 3rd Edn. 879 (8S0), In rc Muttusella Multiriyan. 

•(’34) AIB 1934 All 51 (52): 56 All 285:35 Cr.L.J. 418, Bhagwan Das v. Emperor. 
2a. (’32) AIB 1932 Cal 287 (287) : 33 Cr. L. J. 406, Abdullah v. Emperor. (Appli- 
cation to have police investigation expedited is not complaint and this section 
does not apply to such application.) 

■(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 421 (422) : 1905 Pun Be No. 29 Cr, Sardaran v. Amir Khan. 
(Application under S. 48S — Section does not apply.) 

3. (’24) AIB 1924 Lah 630 (630) : 25 Cri L Jour 89, Shamsuddin v. Bam Dayal. 
(Application under S. 107 is not a complaint.) 

•(’31) AIB 1931 Lah 185 (185) : 32 Cr. L. J. 21, Kirpa Bam v. Darga Das. (Do.) 
(’28) AIB 1928 Lah 694 (694) : 29 Cr.L.J. 866, Hari Singh v. Jagta. (Do.— This 
case lias been overruled in AIB 1938 Lah 861 on another point.) 

See also S. 107 Note 14. 

4. (’02) 4 Bom L B 609 (611), Thahore Das Munchharam v. Bhagwan Das 
Jladhavdas. (This section does not apply to S. 552 where no offence is alleged.) 

5. (’39) AIB 1939 Oudh 15 (15) : 40 Cr. L. J. 33, Emperor v. Subhan. 
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Section 203 
Notes 1-2 


The materials on which the Magistrate is to act are expressly 
limited by the section to — 

(1) the statement on oath (if any) of the complainant, and 

(2) the result of any investigation or inquiry under S. 202;° anything 

outside it must he discarded. 7 

Thus, the Court cannot take into consideration the statements of 
witnesses examined by the police, 8 or the evidence adduced in a counter 
case, 9 or the result of a police inquiry not ordered by the Magistrate, 10 
or the result of an inquiry on a previous petition, 11 or the result of 
investigation ordered under S. 202 but not held in compliance with its 
terms; 12 again, the Court cannot ordinarily permit the opposite party 
to appear and argue that process should not issue. "Where, however, 
the complainant has obtained an order for the-seizure of the opposite 
party’s books and for restraining him from operating on his banking 
account, the opposite party can appear and ask that such orders should 
be vacated. 13 As to whether the proper course when a complaint is 
presented without the sanction required by S. 197 is to dismiss it under 
this section, see Note 11 under s. 197. 

This section does not apply to complaints under the Merchant 
Shipping Act (xxi of 1923) , which cannot therefore be dismissed under 
this section. 1 ' 1 

2. “May dismiss the complaint.” — Where a complaint is 
made to a Magistrate he has either to dismiss it under this section or 
issue process under S. 204. 1 He cannot pass any other kind of order. 


G. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal G97 (697):33 Cr.L.J. 636, J. K. Sinha v. Hcmanta Kumar. 
(’S9) 13 Bom 600 (603), In rc Gancsh Narayan. 

(1900) 27 Cal 921 (924), Mahadco Singh v. Empress. 

(’67) 8 Sutli W E Cr 12 (13), Queen v. Harrah Chand. 

[Sec also (’26) AIR 192G Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal 606 : 27 Cri L Jour 78S, Subal 
Chandra v. Ahadullah Shcilch.'] 

7. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour S5 (85, 8G) : 9 Bom L R 742, Mustafa v. Motilal. (In this 
case complaint was dismissed by District Magistrate on his personal knowledge.) 

8. (’76) 25 Sutli W R Cr 10 (10), Syed Nissar v. Bamgolam. 

9. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal S13 (814) : 25 Cr. L. J. 941, Garibulla v. Sadar Akanda. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 395 (395) : 2S S L R 1 : 35 Cr. L. J. 222, Mangliummal 
Visliindas v. Emperor. (Dismissal after merely seeing police papers without- 
giving complainant opportunity to substantiate his charges is bad.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 226 (227) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1064, Maxing Ko v. Maung Set. 

(’6S) 9 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Baroda Kant v. Kali Bhuttacharjcc. 

11. (’13) 22 Ind Cas 165 (1GG) : 15 Cr. L. J. 21 (All), Bakar v. Bansi. 

12. (’86) 9 All 85 (87) : 1886 AWN 307, Queen-Empress v. Puran. 

(1900) 27 Cal 921 (924), Mahadco Singh v. Empress. 

(’01) 4 Oudh Cas 127 (132), Ram Samp v. Emperor. 

(’88) 2 Weir 244 (244), V irbhadrayya v. Viricharla Sooryanarayana. 

(’99) 4 Cal W N 305 (306), Budhnath v. Empress. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 655 (656) : 5 Pat L J 61 : 21 Cr. L. J. 621, Ear NarainHal- 
wai v. Iiariman Ahmir. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 539 (541) : 1912 P R No. 2 Cr : 11 1. C. 515, AliMd. v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 462(463) : 17 Cr. L. J. 396 : 351. C. 828 ,BalaiLal\. Pashupati. 

13. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 697 (697, 698) : 33 Cr. L. J. 636, J.K.Sinhav. Hcmanta. 

14. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 647 (647) : 35 Cr. L. J. 25, Jafar AH v. James Finlay d) 
Co. (Such complaint has to be inquired into in accordance with the provisions of 
that Act.) 

Note 2 

1. (’86) 13 Cal 334 (336), Timer Ali v. Safer Ali. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 192 (192) : 39 Cr.L.J. 966, Phcrumal Lilaram v . Emperor. 
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Thus, he cannot direct the police to submit a charge-sheet to some 
other Magistrate, 2 or submit the complaint to the District Magistrate 
after disbelieving the complaint, 3 or order the issue of a search 
■warrant after holding that no criminal case would lie. 3 -" 1 

"Where a Magistrate dismisses a complaint under this section 
there must be a specific order to that effect. 4 The order must be a 
judicial order. 4a 

The following orders have been held to be dismissals of complaints 
under this section : 

(1) An order refusing to issue process on a complaint. 5 

(2) An endorsement on a complaint, “Enter as false. No prosecution.” 5 

(3) An order staying proceedings against some accused while proceeding 
with the case against others; in this ease there is dismissal of the 
complaint so far as the former persons arc concerned. 7 

( 4 ) An order holding the complaint to be false and calling upon the 
complainant to show cause against his prosecution. 8 

The following orders have been held not to be dismissals of 
complaints under this section : 

(1) "Where a charge is made to the police and is repeated in a complaint 
before the Magistrate and the Magistrate passes a departmental 
order to the police, “show as false” but no order is passed on the 
complaint itself. 0 

( 2 ) A direction to the police after a complaint was referred to them 
that the complaint may be struck off the police file. 10 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 19 (20) : 49 Mad 918 : 28 Cri L Jour 129 (FB), Appa Rao v. 
Janahiammal. (The practice of suinmoningan accused person ntthe stage marked 
by S. 202 has much greater dangers than safeguards to the accused.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 220 (227) : 31 Cri L Jour 1064, Maung Ko v. Mating Set. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 24 (25) : 54 Cal 303: 28 Cr.L.J. 577, Isaf Nasya\. Emperor. 

3. (’02) 6 Cal W N 843 (844), Mrinal v. Emperor. 

3a. (’30) 1G4 1. C. 521 (521, 522) : 37 Cr. L. J. 991 (Cal), S. R. Bagnal Mrs. Dean. 

4. (’G9) 12 Suth tV R Cr 53 (54) : 3 Beng L R App 151, Queen v. Mrs. Belilias. 
(Case stated dismissed but no order on the record to that effect.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 290 (291) : 52 Bom 448 : 29 Cri L Jour 975, In re Virbhan 
Bhagaji. (Merely saying "notice is discharged” is not sufficient.) 

4a. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 208 (208) : I L R (1939) Kar 277 : 40 Cri L Jour 807, 
Jeoomal Tihamdas v. Emperor. (Issue of “C" summary not enough.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 192(192): 39 Cri L Jour 9G6, Pkerumal Lilaramx. Emperor. 
(Order granting a summary A, B or C is an administrative matter and is not a 
proper order of dismissal.) 

5. (’02) 29 Cal 457 (459) : G Cal W Notes 638, Girish Cliundra v. Emperor. 
(Complaint against several persons — Magistrate proceeded against one only — 
Complaint against others held dismissed.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 198 (199) : 24 Cri L Jour 333, Chandi Charan v. Manindra. 
(Where it was so assumed.) 

[But see (’07) 11 Cal W N ccxviii (ccsix), AJchoy Kumar v. Dcbnatli. 

(1900) 27 Cal 658 (660), Ear Kishorc v. Jugal Chunder. (In this case the persons 
against whom process was refused were mentioned in the complaint.)] 

6. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 270 (271) : 3 Pat L J 346 : 19 Cr. L. J. 874, Sadhu Charan 
v. Babi Swain. 

7. (’98) 2 Cal W N 290 (292), Inderjit Singh v. Thahur Singh. 

8. (’17) AER 1917 Pat 15 (16) : 1 Pat L J 553 : 18 Cr. L. J. 52 : 37 I. C. 36 (37), 
Baijnath v. Emperor. 

9. (’79) 4 C L R 413 (416), Nusibunnissa Bibi v. Erad Ali. 

(’79) 4 C L R 534 (536, 537), Erad Ali v. Nusibunnissa Bibi. 

10. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 463 (464) : 11 1. C. 999 (Mad), In re Arula Eotiah. 
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(3) An order expunging a charge from the list of reported offences. 11 
In this case there is no complaint at all to be dismissed. 

(4) An endorsement on the complaint “Notice is discharged .” 12 

(5) A refusal to take cognizance of a.n offence for want of sanction 
(now complaint) under S. 195. 13 

(6) An order that the “ accused is warned. ” u 

(7) An order of reference to arbitration, as it is not in the powers of a 
Magistrate to make such a reference. 15 

(8) An order withdrawing a process once issued. 10 

(9) An order for the issue of summary “ C’.” 17 

3. Magistrate. — The word “Magistrate” must mean a Magistrate 
to whom the Code applies. The Code does not apply to proceedings 
before Village Magistrate (see section l) and a dismissal by a Village 
Magistrate of such a proceeding is not dismissal of a complaint under 
this section. 1 

4. Orders on complaint not to be delayed. — There is nothing 
in the Code to show that the Magistrate must, at once, consider the 
complaint. 1 He must, however, pass orders as expeditiously as possible; 
it will be improper to delay the passing of orders for months. 2 As to 
the disposal of counter-complaints, see the undermentioned case. 3 

5. “ Sufficient ground for proceeding.” — The question whether 
there is sufficient ground for proceeding must, as has been seen in Note 1 
already, be based upon the materials referred to in the section, namely, 
the statement on oath of the complainant and the result of any 
investigation or inquiry under S. 202. Where the facts alleged in the 
complaint constitute an offence and there are no circumstances 
apparent in the examination of the complainant, such as contradictions, 
variations, or serious and unexplained delay in instituting proceedings, 
justifying the Court in concluding that the complaint is false, there 
would be a prima facie case for proceeding. 1 Where, on the other hand, 

11. (’81) 5 Bom 405 (407), Government of Bombay v. Shidapa. 

12. (’28) AIK 1928 Bom 290 (291) : 52 Bom 448 : 29 Cr.L.J. 975, In rc Virbhan 
Bhagaji. 

13. (’01) 24 Mad 337 (339) : 2 Weir 251, Queen-Empress v. Kuniyil Barn. 

14. (’IS) 23 Cal W N xlviii (xlviii), Thomas v. Edmonds. 

15. (’66) 1 Agra H C E 45 (46), Shco Nund Boy v. Mahanand Bam. 

16. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 307 (369) : 12 C W N 68, Panclioo v. Khoosdcl. 

17. (’39) AIB 1939 Sind 208 (20S) : ILK (1939) Kar 277 : 40 Cri L JourS07, Jcoo- 
vial Tikamdas v. Emperor. (Though Magistrate may have intended by this order 
to dismiss the complaint under S. 203, an express judicial order is necessary.) 

<’38) AIR 193S Sind 192 (192) : 39 Cr. L. J. 966, Pherumal Lilaram v. Emperor. 
(Granting of a summary A, B or C is a mere administrative matter — S. 203 
requires a judicial order.) 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 695(696) : 2S Cri L Jour 507, Bama Baidu v. V enkataswami. 

Note 4 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 141 (142) : 19 Cri L Jour 228, Nawasi v. Jadu. 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 All 95 (95) : 18 Cri LJour 271 : 37 I.C. 639 (639), Sallinndlah 
v. Birjltan Singh. 

3. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 618 (618) : 24 Cr. L. J. 120, Lalji Singh x.NaurangiLal. 
(Disposal of one may be postponed pending disposal of other.) 

Note 5 

1. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 342 (343) : 11 Oudk Cas 261, Muhammad Salamat-ul-lah 
v. Lala Sital Prasad. 
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the allegations contained in the complaint and in the complainant's 
oral statement disclose no criminal offence , 2 or are self-contradictory 
so as to he self-destructive or are physically impossible or involve an 
extreme degree of improbability, and so forth, as veil as in cases in 
which the allegations made, though nothing can be said a priori of 
their possibility or probability, are practically incapable of proof, there 
can be no sufficient ground for proceeding . 3 Unreasonable delay in 
filing a complaint under S. 211 , Penal Code, has been held to be a 
sufficiently good reason for refusing to proceed with the complaint . 4 

Where the complaint shows only a civil dispute as to title or as 
to other civil claims, a Magistrate ought not to deal with them 
but should dismiss the complaint . 5 The dividing line between criminal 
and civil liability is sometimes indistinguishable and the Magistrate 

(’13) 21 1. C. 171 (171, 172) : 14 Cr. L. J. 571 (Cal), limn Charan v. Ila.jt Mcah. 
(Loss of currency notes — Complaint filed more than s-eveu months after — Accused 
not found in recent possession of property shown to be stolen — Magistrate was 
right in not issuing process.) 

f’lG) AEPv 191G Mad 713 (713) : 31 I. C. G30 (650, 651) : 16 Cr.L. .1.794, Basavana 
Gowd v. Krishna Pao Naidu. (There was. no material discrepancy nor such delay 
as would warrant a summary dismissal of complaint.) 

{'72) 1G Sntli W It Cr 65 (GO), Mahomed Jan Khadi Shcihh. (Magistrate did 
not act illegally in dismissing the ca c es.) 

(’71) 1G Sutli tV R Cr 39 (40), Jsscr Chvndcr v. Peari. (Where privia facie case 
is made out, Magistrate must proceed.) 

{’7G) 25 Sutli W E Cr 35 (35), Qttecn v. Thakoor Pam. (Complaint not to be dis- 
missed merely because complaint is not explicit.) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 430 (481) : 38 Cri L Jour 381, Eannayija v. Ycnhaicsam. 
(Alleged trespass on vacant site when neither complainant nor any one on his 
behalf was in actual possession — Complainant not able to say on what date tres- 
pass took place — Accused held could not be convicted and complaint ought to have 
been dismissed under S. 203, Criminal 1‘. C.) 

{’10) 11 Cri L Jour 205 (209) : 5.1. C. 714 (Lah), Aldur Pacak v. Ganrinath. 

(’87) 14 Cal 141 (14G), Baidyanath v. Mvspratt. 

(’28) AIE 1928 Lah 945 (946) : 30 Cri L Jour 1G2, Amarnath v. Emperor. 

(’75) Weir 3rd Edn. 873 (874), Hiah Court Proceedings, 24th J uly 1S75, Ko. lo52. 
{’33) AIE 1933 Rang 297 (298) : 35 Cr. L. J. 12, Manna BaY one v. Ma Ela Km. 

3. (’10) dl Cri L Jour 205 (209) : 5 I. C. 714 (Lah), Abdur Pa -ah v. Gaurinath. 
[See (’30) AIR 1930 Lah G2 (G3) : 31 Cri L Jour 48, Suraj Bhan v. Emperor. 

(Criminal Court not to go behind findings of Civil Court.) 

(’21) G3 I. C. 464 (4G4) : 22 Cri L Jour 672 (Lah), Kapur Chanel v. Ugar Sain. 
(It is absurd to expect a Court to take any notice of a complaint of chcatiug 
except when it is put in by the person actually defrauded.)] 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 485 (487) : 37 Cr. L. .T.243, Murugappa v. Banian. ( Delay 
of 18 months — Delay not explained at the time of filing complaint.) 

5. (’37) 1937 M W N 1238 (1239), Murugappa Cheltiar v. Morangamuthu Paja. 
(Especially when the complaint is belated.) 

{’35) AIR 1935 All 883 (884) : 36 Cri L Jour 1035, Pam G ir v. Pavi Saran Singh. 
(Claim for damages.) 

(’70) 2NWPHCR 202 (203), Queen v. Kishcn Bcrshad. 

(’80) 3 All 283 (286), Paunak v. Harlans. 

{'23) AIR 1923 All 544 (544) : 24 Cri L Jour 693, Hidcmn Cliand v. Emperor. 
(Tenant removing some earth from plots of a landlord without consent — Question 
of civil nature between landlord and his tenants.) 

(1865) 1865 Rat 3 (3), Peg v. Paghoo. (Complaint really a prayer for compelling 
the opposite party to perforin an agreement for sale of house by execution o£ 
conveyance or to return the purchase money — A case for Civil Court.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Bom 186 (187) : 42 Bom 664’: 19 Cri L Jour 597, In re Khima. 

(Complainant could better have his rights ascertained in Civil Court.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Bom 256 (256) : 19 Cri L Jour 351, Bai Samrath v. Emperor. 
(Wrongful restraint — Joint owner locking up shop leased out by co-owner without 
consent — No offence is committed — Dispute held of civil nature.) 
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(’21) AIE 1921 Bom 435 (437) : 45 Bom 110 : 21 Cr.L. J. 716, Emperor v. Yellappa. 

(1864) 1 Sutb W R Cr 25 (25), Queen v. Sheikh Mecrttn. 

(’74) 21 Sutli W R Cr 41 (42), Joy Kuran v. Man Patuch. (Question whether a 
certain contract is binding on complainant or not is proper for Civil Court.) 

(’78) 4 Cal 10 (13) : 3 C L R 81, Empress v. Abdool. (Dispute as to which of the 
relatives should dispose of a minor girl in marriage is really a civil one.) 

(’78) 4 Cal 374 (375), Lai Das v. Nclcunjo. (Father’s right to the custody of the 
child cannot be determined in the Magistrate’s Court.) 

(’05) 9 Cal W N 974 (983) : 2 Cr. L. J. 836, Ilari v. Emperor. (S. 379 has been in 
this case misapplied to matters proper for Civil Courts.) 

(’07) 11 Cal W N 887 (8S9) : 6 Cri L Jour 151, Surja Prasad v. Mohabir Prosad. 
( Bona fide dispute as to right to use trade marie — A civil dispute.) 

(’23) 38 C L J 7 (9) : 24 Cr.L.J. 714:731. C. 938, Bhabani Prosad v. Hari Charan. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 59 (61) : 46 Cal 854 : 20 Cr. L. J. 508, Amril Majhi v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 624 (629) : 21 Cri L Jour 4S1, Lucas v. Official Assignee of 
Bengal. (It is undesirable to start criminal proceedings during pendency of civil 
suit over the same question.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 908 (911) : 25 Cri L Jour 1053, Barry Jones v. Emperor. 
(Investigation into whether a transaction was benami or not should not be under- 
taken by Criminal Courts.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 149 (150) : 34 Cr. L. J. 676, Bama Iyer v. Das Gupta. (Matter 
of alleged breach of contract.) 

(’20) 24 Cal W N lxxx (lxxx), Jagrup v. Emperor. (Dispute as to whether the 
balance of account had been settled or not.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 185 (1S6) : 22 Cr. L. J. 142, Khusi Bam v. Emperor. (Real 
dispute as to right to property.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 329 (330) : 24 Cr.L.J. 369, Karam Oliandv. Mathra Das. (Do.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 289 (290) : 26 Cri L Jour 287, Ladha Shah v. Zaman Ali. 
(Complaint under S. 417 with regard to a mortgage transaction.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 599 (600) : 27 Cri L Jour 231, Tulsi v. Emperor. (Question 
whether alleged mortgage was with or without possession.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 145 (146) : 28 Cr. L. J. 158, Ishar Das v. Emperor. (Dispute 
about ownership of a plot of land.) 

(’87) 1S87 Pun Re No. 50 Cr, p. 131 (132), Gulzar v. Empress. (An act may be a 
mere civil wrong or a criminal oSence — Persons should not go to Criminal Court 
unless they are fully prepared to prove that the act committed is criminal and 
not merely a civil wrong.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 174 (175) : 17 Cri L Jour 7 (7, 8), Pars Bam v. Jalal Din. 
(Criminal action should be stayed pending the disposal of civil suit.) 

(1862) 1 MadH C R Cr 66 (67, 68), Ex parte P.VaradarajuluNaidu. (Magistrate 
slioukl better have adjourned criminal proceedings pending the civil suit.) 

(’85) 8 Mad 140 (147 ), lure Paul De Cruz. (Proper course was to postpone the trial.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 31 (31) : 25 Cr.L.J. 138, Tiruvenqadachariar v. Chokhalinqam. 
(Compoundable offence — Damages awarded in a civil suit — Criminal trial not 
justified.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 157 (158) : 24 Cr. L. J. 929, Maxing Shwc Ku v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 47 (49) : 9 C W N 195, Cassem v. Jonas B'adjcc. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 326 (327) : 32 Cal 431, Dowlat v. Emperor. ( Bona fide dispute as 
to whether complainant has any trade mark at all or whether accused is or is not 
entitled to use the mark — Clear case for a Civil Court.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 754 (755) : 28 Mad 304, Algaraswami Tcvan v. Emperor. (It is 
the province of Civil Courts to decide questions of ownership of land between 
Government and private persons just as much as between private claimants.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 851 (854) : 9 C W N 1030, Godai Shaha v. Emperor. (Question 
as to legal guardianship.) 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 9S(102) (Kathiawar), MaunGhcla Amarcliand v. Jadeja Merit ji. 
(Trial Court dismissing complaint as dispute was of a civil nature • — District 
Magistrate directing further enquiry — District Magistrate’s order set aside.) 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 227 (228) : IOC WN 1099 : 4 C L J 558, Eiranand v. Emperor. 
(Question of benami transactions.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 50 (55) : 1910 P R No. 33 Cr : 8 I. C. 1161, Emperor v. Bishcn 
Das. (A and B brought complaint of cheating and fraud with regard to sale of 
valuable securities against C — C brought a suit on securities against A and B and 
obtained decree on merits — Criminal Court framed charge — Held that Magistrate 
ought to have stayed proceedings.) 
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should thoroughly examine the complainant to see if any criminal offence 
is made out. 0 If the allegations disclose a criminal offence, the complaint 
ought not to bo dismissed even if a civil remedy is obtainable. 7 

A Magistrate cannot dismiss a case off-hand unless a prima facie 
case of any kind is not made out. 9 Where a prima facie case is made 
out, the following are not sufficient grounds on which a complaint can 
be dismissed : 

- (l) The fact that besides the complainant other persons could complain 
against an accused. 0 

(2) The fact that a libellous publication complained of is a mere 
republication. 10 

(3) The withdrawal of the complaint by the complainant in a warrant 
case which is non-compoundable. 11 

(4} The absence of personal injury to the complainant and the com- 
plainant being a mere tool of another person. 12 

(5) The fact that the complainant had no personal knowledge of the 
facts of the complaint. 13 

(C) The fact that the complainant is of low caste. 14 

(7) The fact that the charge might be laid to the police in the first 
instance. 15 


(’13) 18 Ind Cas -101 (-10G) : -10 Cal 281 : MCr.L. .1.08, AnaihnalhDcyv. Emperor- 

(’13) 18 Ind Cas 083 (G88) : 11 Cr. L. J. 12S (Lali), Anant Singh v. Emperor. 

(’13) 21 Ind Cas 899 (900) : 14 Cr. L..T. 659 (Lah), Shib Das v. Emperor. (Theft 

of grass — Possession of spot whence the grass was cut was in dispute — A case for 
Civil Court.) 

(’ll) 23 I. C. 037 (GG0) : 13 Cr. L. J. 303 : 191-1 A C 221 (PC), Lonicr v. The King. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 831 (832) : 33 I. C. 9GG (9G7) : 17 Cr. L. J. -10G, In re Bakir 
Ali Khan. (Question of civil rights between a landlord and his tenant.) 

(’22) G7 Ind Cas -199 (-199) : 23 Cr. L. J. 103 (Pat), P.ampabitar Singh v. Kasim Ali 
Khan. (Dispute over payment of consideration.) 

(’23) 71 I. C. 789 (791) : 2-1 Cr. L. J. 213 (Peshawar), Khanchand v. Emperor. 
(’2G) 92 I.C. 1G3 (164): 27 Cr.L.J. 211 (Lah), Abdul v. Emperor. (Dispute between 
municipality of Zira and petitioner with regard to a pond having trees around it.) 
(’92) 1 Weir 490 (490). In rc Jagannalhan. ( Bona fide civil dispute regarding a wall.) 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 All 27-1 (275) : 42 All 522 : 22 Cr. L. J. 84, Mohan v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 85 (87) : 21 Cri L Jour 519, Gowakaran Lai v. Sarjoo Saw. 

(Complaint under S. 403, Penal Code— Allegations not necessarily involving adjust- 
ment of accounts — Case should not bo dismissed as being of civil nature.) 

7. (’G8) 10 Suth W R Cr 40 (40), Khosal Singh v. Toolscc Chowdliry. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 123 (124) : 9 I.C. 726 (Mad), Narayanasivami v. Vadivclu. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 42 (42) : 33 Cr. L. J. 881, Lai Bahadur v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 192G Sind 194 (198) : 27 Cr. L. J. 711 : 21SLR293, Crowder v. Morisson. 
[See (’G8) 9 Suth W R Cr22 (22), Madhub Kyburto v. Kcshub Singh. (Civil pro- 
ceeding no bar to criminal proceedings.)) 

See also S. 1 Note 1, S. 190 Note 17, S. 200 Note 10 and S. 204 Note 5. 

8. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah GG3 (GG4) : 20 Cr. L. J. 1G7, War yam Singh v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 379 (380) : 24 Cr.L.J. 316, Chhcdi Upadhyax. Emperor. (The 

Magistrate ought only to see whether the complainant has prima facie made out 
a true case.) 

9 . (’27) AIR 1927 All G9 (70) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1104, Bchari Lai v. Ganga Dm. 

10 . (’88) 12 Bom 1G7 (1G8), In re Howard. (S. 499, Penal Code, makes no excep- 
tion in favour of second or third publication as compared with first.) 

11 . (’89) 13 Bom 600 (603), In rc Gancsh Narayan Sathc. 

12 . (’89) 13 Bom 590 (598) (FB), In re Gancsh Narayan. 

13 . (’93) 1893 Rat 669 (669), In re Kanhuchand. 

14 . (1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 35 (36), Qucenx. Nobin Dome. (Case of defamation.) 

15 . (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 36 (36), Ameer Mahomed v. Brass. (In this case High 
Court did not interfere witli order of dismissal as no case was made out but 
accepted the principle stated above.) 
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(s) The fact that the complaint was not preferred by a person more 
responsible than the one who preferred it. 10 

(9) The fact that there is no possibility of a conviction. 17 

(10) The fact that the person complained against has been exonerated 

in a previous departmental inquiry in which the complainant has 
no concern. 18 

(11) The fact that the complaint is cognizable by another Magistrate. 10 

(12) The fear that the entertainment of the complaint would encourage 

hundreds of such complainants and would stir up old religious 
feelings of animosity between communities. 20 

(13) Reasons arising out of the Magistrate’s own personal knowledge 
of the affair, or conjecture, or out of knowledge acquired prior to 
the making of the complaint. 21 

(14) The fact that the result of the proceeding would be undesirable or 

the motive or conduct of the complainant is discreditable or 
malicious. 22 

(lo) The fact that a previous complaint has been dismissed under S. 259. 25 
(16) The fact that there was some possibility that the accused might 
have some defence to the complaint if true. 23 ® 

A complainant has a right to an adjudication on the point 
whether there is a sufficient ground for proceeding before his complaint 
is dismissed. 21 The decision whether there is sufficient ground for 
dismissing a complaint must be reached by the exercise of discretion 
based on judicial considerations. 25 


16. (’72) 18 Sutli IV It Ci- 55 (5G), Boodhoo Bog v. Bamdyal Singh. 

17. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 795 (796, 797) : 53 Cal 606 : 27 Cri L Jour 788, Subal 
Chandra v. Ahadulla. (If Magistrate were to dismiss complaint on suck ground 
it would mean either that lie was trying out merits of case at a preliminary stage 
in proceedings or was following a process of guess work and speculation which lie 
is not permitted to do.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 410 (411, 412), Kuldip Sahai v. Budhan M ah ton. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 7S (79) : 20 Cri L Jour 175, Fazlar Bahaman v. Abcdur 
Bahaman. (Complaint of murder — Magistrate without examining complainant 
or witnesses, coming to conclusion that no jury would convict person complained 
against and refusing to summon accused — Held that case ought not to have been 
disposed of.) 

18. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. 70 (72, 73), Ballia v. Ahsan Shah. 

19. (’73) 7 Mad H C It App xxxi (xxxi). 

20. (’91) 1S91 Rat 562 (562, 563), Queen-Empress v. Bam Chandra. 

21. (’07) G Cr L J S5 (85, 86) : 9 Bom L R 742, Mustafa v. Motilal. 

22. (’16) AIR 1910 Mad 303 (304) : 14 Cri L Jour 633 (G34) : 3S Mad 512, Gangu 
Bcddi v. Samarapathy Mudali. 

(’89) 13 Bom GOO (604), In re Gancsh Narayan Sathc. 

(’26) AIR 192G Sind 194(198):27 Cr L J 711: 21 S L R293, Crowder v. Momsom 
(’91) 1891 Rat 549 (550), Queen-Empress v. Manji. (Malice.) 

(’89) 13 Bom 590 (598) (FB), In re Gancsh Narayan Sathe. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 135(13G):3o Cr.L.J.1215, Chamru v. Bhaironprasad. (Motive.) 

23. (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 44 (44) : S S L R 196 : 16 Cri L Jour 174, Bulchan v. 
Ghandhoomal. 

23a. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 179 (180) : 41 Cr. L. J. 504, Sheodcni v. Budhcshwar. 

24. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 53 (54) : 7 Beng L R 7, Tahi Md. v. Krishna Nath. 
(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 77 (77), In the case of Bishoo BariJc. 

(1900) 27 Cal 126 (130, 131) : 3 C W N 601, Gharnobala Dabce v. BarendraN ath. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 303 (303) : 14 Cr. L. J. 633 (634) : 3S Mad 512,Gangu Bcddy 
v. Samarapathy Mudali. 

25. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 303 (303) : 14 Cr. L. J. 633 (634) : 3S Mad 512, Gangu 
Bcddy v. Samarapathy Mudali. 
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It is only in very rare cases that a Court will he justified in 
throwing out a complaint without giving an opportunity to the 
complainant to substantiate his allegations; but in certain cases it 
becomes the duty of the Court to protect the accused from unnecessary 
harassment and worry, and prevent an abuse of the process of the 
Court. 20 

6. Who can dismiss a complaint. — Under this section a 
complaint may be dismissed by — 

(1) the Magistrate before whom a complaint is made, 

(2) the Magistrate to whom it has been transferred, 1 

(3) the successor of the Magistrate who recorded the complaint and 
ordered inquiry. 2 

Even if the complaint is transferred to a superior Magistrate solely 
for the purpose of transferring it to another, the Magistrate to whom it 
is sent for transfer can dismiss a complaint under this section. 0 

The Magistrate to whom the complaint is transferred cannot, 
however, dismiss the complaint without giving notice to the complainant 
of such transfer. 4 

If a complaint is transferred at the very outset to another 
Magistrate, he has power to take action under ss. 202 and 203. But 
■when one Magistrate has examined witnesses under S. 202 and believed 
them, and thereupon transfers the case to another Magistrate, the 
latter has no power to examine the same witnesses again and proceed 
to dismiss the complaint under this section. 6 

Where a complaint is dismissed under this section and further 
inquiry is ordered under S. 43G, tho Magistrate before whom the 
complaint comes for such further inquiry can again dismiss it under 
this section. 0 

7. Effect of dismissal. — A dismissal of a complaint after- 
hearing the complainant and after considering the result of an 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal GOG : 27 Cri L Jour 788, Subal Chandra v. 
Ahadullah Sheikh. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 208 (208) : ILR (1939) Ear 277 : 40 Cr. L. J. 807, Jcoomal 
Tihamdas v. Emjicror. (Magistrate should exerciso his own independent judgment 
on receipt of report of inquiry — He must not surrender bis discretion to that of 
the police prosecutor.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 192 (192) : 39 Cr. L. J. 900, Phcrumal Lilar am v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate should exercise his independent judgmentinneting under this section.)’ 
26. (’39) AIR 1939 All 002 (005) : I L R (1939) All 851:40 Cr.L.J. 917, G. A. George 
v. Umadutt SUarma. (Complaint of criminal misappropriation on mere suspicion.)’ 

Note 6 

1. (’30) AIR 1936 Sind 146 (147) : 30 S L R 217 : 37 Cri L Jour 10S6, Virumal 
Manghanmal v. Muhammad Khan. (Magistrate to whom case is transferred 
can act on the evidence already recorded.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 470 (477) : 53 Cal 350 : 27 Cr. L. J. 385 (FB), Emperor v. Mackay. 

2. (’05) 2 Cal L Jour 65 n (65a), Ambika Roy v. Emperor. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 All 666 (666) : 25 Cri L Jour 555, Gobind Prasad v. Ram Das.. 

4. (’94) 3 Cal W N cclxxxv (cclxxxv), Kali Singh v. Jhari Lai. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 81 (82) : 12 Luck 523 : 37 Cri L Jour 1128, Shco Balak 
Singh v. Sant Bux Singh. 

6. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 112 (112) : 39 Cri L Jour 281, In re ArikatlaNagiRcddi. 
(’30) AIR 1936 Sind 146 (147) : 30 S L R 217 : 37 Cri L Jour 1086, Vinmal 

Manghanmal v. Muhammad Khan. 
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Section 203 
, Note 7 


investigation under S. 202 amounts to a legal determination of the 
complaint 1 and the complainant can be prosecuted for making a false 
charge under S. 1S2 or S. 211, Penal Code. la But until a complaint is 
dismissed under this section or otherwise disposed of, no proceedings 
can be taken under S. 1S2 or S. 211, Penal Code . 2 This rule is not based 
on any statute but is only a precautionary rule of safety in respect of 
prosecutions under s. 1S2 or S. 211 of the Penal Code. So, while a 
prosecution under those sections might in certain circumstances be 
delayed or even set aside in accordance with the practice, this practice 
could per sa be no ground for setting aside a conviction under S. 211 
or S. 1S2 before the disposal of the case . 3 

, A mere dismissal under this section does not afford a ground for 
! proceeding under S. 211, Penal Code . 4 The complainant must be afforded 
1 an opportunity to prove his ease before being prosecuted under S. 211 or 
S. 182, Penal Code ; 5 but where he has had such an opportunity and the 
dismissal of the complaint is made only after hearing him and taking 


Note 7 

1. (’02) 6 Cal W N 295 (296), Surjya Hariani v. Emperor. 

{'IS) 2 Cal L R 315 (316, 317), In rc Ghoolhaic Tclcc. 

la. (’02) 6 Cal W N 295 (296), Surjya Hariani v. Emperor. 

2. (’83) 5 All 387 (389) : 1S83 A W N 71, Empress v. Jamni. (Section 182.) 

(’93) 15 All 336 (338) : 1893 AWN 111, Empress v. Raghu Tiwari. (Do.) 

(’99) 1899 All W N 90 (91), In re Gajadliar. (Ss. 182 anti 211.) 

(’79) 4CLE 413 (415), Nusibunissa Bibee v. Sheikh Erad Ali. 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 758 (759, 760), Gunamony Sapui v. Empress. (S. 211.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 254 (255), In rc Saliiram Agarwala. (Do.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 92 (92) : 30 Cr. L. J. 545, Jokhi v. Md. Dafadar. (Do.) 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 68 (69) : 4 C L J 88, Gati Mandal v. Emperor. (Do.) 

[See also (’28) AIE 192S All 333 (333) : 30 Cr. L. J. 2, Ram Has v. Ganga Ram. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 2S4 (285) : 27 Cr. L. J. 740, In re Rampappa Ballalrao 
Dcsai. (Section 211.) <> 

(1900) 27 Cal 921 (925), Mahadco Singh v. Empress. (Do.) 

(’79) 4 C L R 534 (537), Sheikh Erad Ali v. Nzcsibunnissa. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 228 (230): 33 Cal 1 : 2 Cr.L. J.615 : 10CWN 158, Jogendra- 
nath v. Balm Ballabh. (Do.) 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 490 (491), Sheikh Kutab Ali v. Empress. (Do.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 340 (340) : ILR(1939) 1 Cal 322 : 40 Cri L Jour 647, Kangali 
Molla v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 3S3 (383) : 33 Cr L J 514, Lachmi Shaw v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 550 (551) : 83 Cri L Jour 724, Charles Johns v.' Emperor.') 
See also Note 6 under S. 195. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 622 (623) : 9 Pat 126 : 31 Cr. L. J. 934, Suchitv. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 302 (303) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1023, Haliabir v. Emperor.) 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 97 (99) : 41 Cri L Jour 349, Mulcti Narain v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 107 (108) : 27 Cri L Jour 1345, Din Mohammad v. Emperor. 

(It is not clear whether or not the complainant was examined.) 

(’87) 10 Mad 232 (236) : 2 Weir 1S1 (FB), Empress v. Sheikh Beari. (Complainant 
was not examined.) 

[See Oudli S. C. No. 294, p. 680 (683), Eaghfur Mirza v. Maharaja Bhagowati 
Prasad. (There was no evidence whatever against complainant of the ground- 
lessness of the prosecution.)] 

See also S. 476 Note 12. 

5. (’86) S All 3S (39) : 18S5 AWN 323, Empress v. Ganga Ram. 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 125 (125) : 21 Cri L Jour 416, Mcwa Lai v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 2S4 (285, 286) : 27 Cr. L. J. 740, In re Rampappa Ballalrao. 
(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 37 (38), Empress v. Hcera Lai Ghose. 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 77 (77), In re Bishoo Barik. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 10 (10), Sped Nissar Hussein v. Ram Golam Singh. 

(’81) 6 Cal 496 (49S) : 7 C L R 467 : 3ShomeLRGr4S, Governments. Karimdad. 
(’SI) 6 Cal 584 (585) : 8 C L R 265, Empress v. Shibo Bihara. 
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such steps as are prescribed by this Code, it cannot be said that be 
lias not been given an opportunity of establishing the truth of his 
jomplaint. 0 

Where the dismissal under this section is illegal for want of the 
examination of the complainant under S. 200, the complainant cannot 
be prosecuted for bringing a false charge. 7 

■ ( As to whether an order for compensation can be made against 
the complainant when a complaint under this section is dismissed, see 
Note? to S. 250, and as to a suit for malicious prosecution, see Notes 
to S. 204. 

Where a complaint has been dismissed under this section, it 
cannot be said that it was ever on the file ; a District Magistrate has, 
therefore, no power under s. 436 to order that the complaint ‘should 
be restored to file’. 8 

8. Dismissal without examining complainant. — Tho “state- 
ment on oath” referred to is the examination of the complainant 
under S. 200. 1 Where the complainant is present but not examined 
under that section, the material on which the Court could say 
whether there is sufficient ground or not is not availed of by the Court, 
and consequently the Court cannot dismiss the complaint. 2 But when 


(’81) 7 Cal 87 (88) : 8 C L E 387 : 4 Sliome L E 70, In re Sokhina Bibi. 

<’S1) 7 Cal 20S (211) : 8 C L E 267 : 4 Shome L E 128, Cyan Chunder v. Protab. 
(’87) 14 Cal 707 (720) (FB), Queen-Empress v. Sham Ball. 

(1900) 27 Cal 921 (925), Mahadeo Singh v. Empress. 

•(’79) 4 Cal L B 134 (136), In re Biyogi Bliagut. 

(’80) 7 Cal L E 382 (3S4), In re Bussick Ball Mullick. . 

(’79) 4 Cal L E 413 (415), Nussibunnissa Bibi v. Sheikh Erad Ali. 

(’79) 4 Cal L E 534 (537), Sheikh Erad Ali v. Nussibunnissa. 

(’05) 2 Calcutta L Jour 228 (230) : 33 Cal 1 : 2 Crl L Jour 615 : 10 Cal W N 158, 
■Jogcndranath v. Balm Ballabh. ' 

(’02) 6 Cal W N 295 (297), Surjya Hariani v. Emperor. (In this case complainant 
had full opportunity.) 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 42 (42, 43) : 29 All 587 : 1907 A W N 195 : 4 A L J 471,. 
Emperor v. Tula. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 340 (341) : 1907 AWN 268, Emperor v. Shoo Ghulam. 

(’21) 59 I. C. 369 (370) : 22 Cri L Jour 81 (All), Sheo Balak v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIE 1933 Pat 499 (500) : 34 Cri L Jour 1140, Gopal Singh v. Baglmnath. 

See also S. 195 Note 18. 

[But see (’98) 22 Bom 596 (603), Imperatrix v. Jijibhai Govind .] 

6. (’02) 6 Cal W N 295 (297), Surjya Hariani v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIE 1919 Pat 530 (531) : 20 Cri L Jour 389, Emperor v. Makund Patel. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 491 (492) : 1907 Pun Ee No. 2 Cr, Ghiragh Din v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 338 (338) : 5 I. C. 971 (Bom), In re Bachappa Tippanna. 

7. (’24) AIE 1924 Bom 321 (321) : 48 Bom 360 : 25 Cr. L. J. 960, In re Ningappa 
Bayappa. 

(’26) AIE 1926 Bom 284(285,286) :27Cr,L. J.740, Inre PampappaBallalrao Dcsai. 
(’24) AIE 1924 All 664 (664) : 26 Cri L Jour 176, Bckha Chamar v. Emperor. 

(’99) 4 Cal W N 305 (306), Budhnath Mahto v. Empress. I 

(’01) 4 Oudh Cas 127 (131, 132), Bam Santp v. Emperor. 

See also S. 195 Note 9 and S. 200 Note 21. 

-8. (’38) AIE 1938 Mad 112 (112) : 39 Cr. L. J. 281, In re Arikatla Nagi Bcddi. 
(Proper order is one for further inquiry.) 

Note 8 

1. (’32) AIE 1932 Sind 58 (58, 59) : 25 S L E 468 : 33 Cri L Jour 330, Hasliim 
Moosa v. Mrs. G. Boodh. 

2. (’24) AIE 1924 Bom 321 (321) : 48 Bom 360, In re Ningappa Bayappa. 

(’03) 30 Cal 923 (925, 926) : 7 C W N 525, Lokcnath Patra v. Sanyasi Charan. 
(’71) 3 N W P H C E 272 (273), In re Bam Churn. 
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Section 203 
Notes 8-9 


the complainant is absent on the dates on which the matter comes tip 
for examination of the complainant, it is clear that an order dismissing 
the complaint is justified . 3 

9. “And the result of the investigation or inquiry (if any) 
under S. 202.” — Where an inquiry is ordered under S.202 and in 
that inquiry the complainant says that he has witnesses to prove 
his case, he should be given an opportunity of proving his case before 
the complaint is dismissed on the basis of the result of such inquiry . 1 
But where in such inquiry the complainant declines to prove his case 


(’84) 18S4 All W N 47 (47), Jalaliiddin v. Mahamviad Khalil. 

(’88) 1888 Eat 3G5 (365), In rc Hari Pursholtam Vaidya. 

(’88) 12 Bom 1G1 (1G3), In rc Janlcidas. 

(’89) 13 Bom 590 (597) (FB), In rc Gancsh Narain. 

(’89) 13 Bom 600 (603), In rc Gancsh Narayan. 

(’70) 14 Suth W E Cr 36 (3G), Ameer Mahommcd v. Brass. 

(’69) 3 Beng L E App Cr 53 (54), Dulali Bcioa v. Bliuban Shah. 

(’86) 13 Cal 334 (335, 336), Umcr Ali v. Safer Ali. 

(’86) 14 Cal 141 (144, 145), Baidyanatli Singh v. Muspratt. (In this case the com- 
plainant was examined hut order of dismissal was set aside on another irregularity.) 
(1900) 27 Cal 126 (130, 131) : 3 C W N 601, Charoobala Dabcc v. Barindra Nath. 
(1900) 27 Cal 921 (923), Mahadco Singh v. Emperor. 

(’79) 4 Cal L E 134 (136), In rc Biyogi Bhagut. 

(’79) 4 Cal L E 534 (536, 537), Sheikh Erad Ali v. Nusibunnissa. (Complainant 
appearing four times and not examined.) 

(’80) 7 Cal L B 382 (384), In re Russiclc Lai Mallick. 

(’81) 8 Cal L E 289 (291), In rc Chukradar Potti. 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 17 (18), Salya Char an v. Chair man of U Iterparah Municipality. 
(’99) 3 Cal IV N cclxxxv (cclxxxv), Kali Singh v, Jhanlal. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 305 (306), Bndhnath Maliato v. Empress. 

(’02) G Cal W N 295 (296), Surjya Hariani v. Emperor. (Complainant duly 
examined under S. 200 — Order of dismissal held valid.) 

(’19) AIE 1919 Cal 78 (79) : 20 Cr.L.J. 175, Fazlar Rahaman v. Abcda Rahaman. 
(’26) AIE 1926 Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal 606 : 27 Cri L Jour 788, Subalx. Abdullah . 
(’68) 4 Mad H C E 1G2 (164), Rangaswami Goundan v. Sabapathy Goundan. 
(Complainant and his witnesses attended Court and remained in attendance all 
day but not examined.) 

(’01) 4 Oudh Cas 127 (132), Ram Samp v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIE 1921 Pat 205 (205), Kartick Pathak v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIE 1923 Pat 539 (540) : 24 Cr. L. J. 845, Nand Kishorc v. Kalika Missir. 
(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Eul 125 (125, 126), Crown v. Nga Yaung. 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Eul 270 (270), Queen-Empress v. Maung Since Bau. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 51 (53) : 9 C W N 199, Haladhar Bhuinij v. Sub-Inspector of 
Police , Howrah. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 385 (385) : 11 1.C. 249 : (1910) 1 U B E 73, Nga Tha Tu v. Emperor . 
(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 539 (541) : 1912 P. E. No. 2 Cr : 12 I.C. 515, AliMd. v. Emperor. 
(’SI) 1881 All W N 23 (23), Empress v. Lallu. 

(’87) 1 Weir 188 (188), In rc Gubbala Rami Rcddi. 

(’67) 8 Suth W B Cr 12 (13), Queen v. Harrak Chand. 

[But sec (’35) AIE 1935 All 883 (884) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1035 (1035), Ram Gir v. Ravi 
Sai'an Singh. (Dismissal of complaint without examining complainant was 
mere irregularity.)] 

3. (’28) AIE 1928 Cal 569 (570) :29Cr. L. J. 798, Ramprosad Maitra v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’25) AIE 1925 Cal 1031 (1031) : 26 Cr. L. J. 561, Purushottam v. Ra7ndas. 

(’16) AIE 1916 Mad 639 (639) : 16 Cr. L. J. 423 : 28 I. C. 999 (1000), Solaimuthu 
Pillai v. Murungiah Moopan. 

[See also (’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 213 (214): 10 CW 108G, Fani Bhushanv. F. E. Kemp. 
(It is illegal for a Magistrate to dismiss a complaint sitting in his private room 
and without hearing the complainant.) 

(’29) AIE 1929 Cal 191 (192) : 55 Cal 1280 : 30 Cri L Jour A01,Mahim Chandra 
Roy v. IPafson.] 
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ex parte, it cannot be said that the Magistrate is wrong in dismissing 
the complaint under this section. 2 

Where the inquiry ordered under s.202 is found to have been 
insufficient, the Court of revision may set aside the dismissal of the 
complaint based on the result of such inquiry and may order a further 
inquiry. 3 In complaints against police-officers and other Government 
officials it would be a proper exercise of discretion if the Magistrate 
orders an inquiry into the matter giving the complainant every 
opportunity to prove his allegations. 4 

The words “if any” clearly show that this section empowers the 
Magistrate to dismiss a complaint without any investigation or inquiry 
under s. 202, if after examining the complainant ho considers there is 
no sufficient reason for proceeding. 5 

The words “if any” were omitted from the Code by the amending 
Act XVIII of 1923, but were restored to ihe section by the amending Act 
II of 1926. The reasons for re-insertion are given in the Statement of 
Objects and Reasons of the amending Act of 1926 as follows: 

“The Calcutta High Court in a recent decision (in the case of Srish 
Chandra Bosev.Modan Lai Surma) lias held that under S. 203, an investigation 
or an inquiry under S. 202 is necessary in all cases because the words ‘if any’ 
have been omitted from S. 203 after the words ‘investigation or inquiry.’ No 
such change was intended by the amendment made by Act XVIII of 1923 and 
the proposed addition is made to clear this matter.” 

Where on further inquiry being ordered into a complaint dismissed 
tinder this section, the case is sent to another Magistrate for disposal, 
he is entitled to act on the result of the inquiry or investigation ordered 
by the Magistrate who originally disposed of the case. 0 

2. (’72) 17 Suth IV It Cr 3 (3), Shibu Manjcc v. Noshce Mukcrji. 

3. (’21) AIE 1921 Cal 552 (553) : 25 Cr. L. J. 167 .Devcndra v. Bhagirathi. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 119 (120) : 29 Cri L Jour 267, MousaNchiv. Mi. MamKaur. 
(’27) MR 1927 Bom 436 (436, 437) : 28 Cr.L. J. 575, Dliondu Bapu v. Emperor. 

f (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 725 (725) : 20 Cri L Jour 794, Puma Chandra v. Ambica 
Charan. (Complaint dismissed on report of local panchayafr.) 

[See also (’20) AIR 1920 All 77 (78) : 21 Cr. L. J.343, Harihar Prasad v. Emperor.'] 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 288 (288) : 27 Cri L Jour 107, Dcvasikamani Mudaliar v, 
Narayana Prasad. (Police-officer.) 

(’20) Am 1920 All 77 (78) : 21 Cr. L. J. 343, Harihar v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 174(174): 24 Cr.L.J. 814, Baida v. Nasir Ali. (Do.) 

(’98) 1898 Rat 954 (955), In re Subrao Bamachandra. (A Government officer.) 

(’20) Am 1920 All 303 (304) : 22 Cri L Jour 81 : 59 I. C. 369 (370), Shco Balak v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

See also S. 202 Note 18. 

5. (’25) AIR 1925Pat704 (705):26 Cr.L.J. 921, DuhhiramP.autv. Jamuna Kucr. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 141 (142) : 19 Cr.L.J. 228, NawasiSinghv. JadliuDhanuk. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 350 (350, 351) : 19 Cri L Jour 263, Shconandan v. Emperor. 
(’68) 10 Suth IV R Cr 49 (49, 50) : 2 Beng L R (SN) 6, In re Foktu Shah. (Case 

under Code of 1861.) 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 50 (50), Batool Nushyo v. Bhugloo Chowhidar. (Magistrate 
had discretion under S. 67 to dismiss complaint at once — There was no obliga- 
tion upon him to go further.) 

(’81) 7 Cal 208 (211) : 8 C L R 267 : 4 Shome L R 128, Gyan v. Protap. 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 44 (44) : 8 Beng L R App 11, Queen v. Gour Mohan. 

[ See also (’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 54 (54, 55), Queen v, Bussick Monee .] 

6. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 146 (147) : 30 S L R 217 : 37 Cri L Jour 1086, Virumal 
Manghanmal v. Muhammad Ehan. 
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Section 203 
Notes 10-15 


10. "Shall record his reasons for so doing.” — A Magistrate 
should record his reasons for dismissing a complaint under this section . 1 
The object of this requirement is to enable the High Court to consider 
whether the discretion vested in the Magistrate has been properly 
exercised or not . 2 This is an imperative provision of law and where no 
reasons are recorded the order of dismissal is without jurisdiction . 3 It 
has, however, been held that where on a complaint filed against several 
persons, the lower Court has declined to issue process against some of 
them and it appears to the High Court from the records that there are 
no sufficient grounds for issuing process against them, the High Court 
will not interfere in revision merely because the Magistrate has failed 
to give reasons for not issuing process; hut that when it appears that 
the Magistrate had not good grounds for declining to issue process, the 
High Court will interfere in revision . 4 

It has been held that reasons stated in a police-report on the 
basis of which an order of dismissal is made are sufficient if the report 
itself is part of the order . 5 

11. Second complaint, — A dismissal under this section is a 
dismissal without trial. As to whether such a dismissal is a bar to the 
re-hearing of the complaint or to the entertainment of a second 
complaint, see S. 403 and Notes thereunder. 

12. Further inquiry. — As to ordering of a “further inquiry” 
into a complaint dismissed under this section, see Note 9 above and 
S. 43G and Notes thereto. 

13. Abatement. — See Note G under S. 247. 

14. Appeal. — Under S. 404, no appeal will lie from any order, 
unless specifically provided for by the Code and no appeal is provided 
from an order of dismissal under this section. Further inquiry alone is 
provided for in S. 43G. 


Note 10 

1. {’3S) AIR193S Mad 879 (8S0) : 39 Cri L Jour 984, In rc Ycnhalasubba Filial. 
(’87) 14 Cal 141 (145, 14G), Baidyanath Singh v. Muspratt. 

(•’12) 13 Cri L Jour 482 (483) : 40 Cal 41 : 15 I. C. 482, Maniruddin Sarhar v. 
Abdul Bouf. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 43G (437) : 24 Cr. L. J. 823, Chaudhury Mandar v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 192G Pat57(57) : 2GCr.L.J. 1502, Harnandandasv. Atul Enmar Prasad. 

(Merely referring to report of Honorary Magistrate is not sufficient.) 

(•’12) 11 Cri L Jour 331 (331) : 5 I. C. 926 (.Mad), Ahmed Bcc v. Amccna Bee. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 493 (494) : 20 I. C. 749 (All), Bam Prosad v. Moti. 

(’09) 13 Cal W N coxviii (ccxviii), Bhairab Chandra v. Prasanna. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 97 (98) : 41 Cri L Jour 349, Mulcti Narain v. Emperor. 
(’87) 14 Cal 141 (146), Baidyanath Singh v. Muspratt. (Revision under S. 437 

by High Court.) 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 482 (483) : 40 Cal 41 : 15 I. C. 482, Maniruddin v. Abdul. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 57 (57, 58) : 26 Cri L Jour 1502, Harnandan v. Atul. 

4. (’3S) AIR 1938 Mad S79 (879) : (1938)2 M L J 372 (373, 374) :39 Cr.L. J. 984, 
In re Vcnhatasubba Pillai. 

5. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 331 (331) : 5 I, C. 926 (Mad), Ahmed Bee v. Amccna Bcc. 
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Of the Commencement of Proceedings 
before Magistrates. 


2.0 A. * (!) H in the opinion of a Magistrate 
issue of process, taking cognizance of an offence there 
is sufficient ground for proceeding, and the case 
appears to he one in -which, according to the fourth 
column of the second schedule, a summons should 
issue in the first instance, he shall issue his summons 
for the attendance of the accused. If the case appears 
to he one in which, according to that column, a 
warrant should issue in the first instance, he may 
issue a warrant, or, if he thinks fit, a summons, for 
causing the accused to he brought or to appear at a 
certain time before such Magistrate or (if lie has not 
jurisdiction himself) some other Magistrate having 
jurisdiction. 

(2 ) Nothing in this section shall he deemed to 
affect the provisions of section 90. 

(3) When by any law for the time being in force 
any process-fees or other fees are payable, no process 
shall be issued until the fees are paid, and, if such 
fees are not paid within a reasonable time, the 
Magistrate may dismiss the complaint. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

-3. Magistrate taking cognizance 
only can issue process. 

4. The Magistrate must have taken 

cognizance of an offence. 

5. “ Sufficient ground for pro- 

ceeding.” 

6. “In the opinion of a Magistrate." 

7. Issue of process. 

8. Omission to issue process. 

9. Notice, if a ‘process’. 


10. Order directing summons, if a 

judgment. 

11. Order directing summons, if can 

be recalled. 

12. "If he has not jurisdiction him- 

self.” 

13. “ Same other Magistrate having 

jurisdiction.” 

14. “Provisions of S. 90” — Sub- 

section {£). Sec Notes under S. 90. 

15. Process-fee. 

16. Revision. 

17. Process under special or local 

Acts. 


Ollier Topics (miscellaneous) 

Caution and discretion must be used in Power to cancel warrant issued and 
issuing process. See Note 5. ' issue summons, See S. 75 Note 9. 

Duty of the Magistrate before issuing Process must issue if complaint is 
the process. See Note 4. believed. See Note 7. 

“ He shall issue bis summons.” See Superior officer cannot order process to 
Note 7. issue. See Note 3. 


Section 20$ 


* 1882 : S. 204 ; 1872 : S. 147 para. 3, Ss. 148, 149; 
1861: Ss. 67, 248, 257. 



1205 


ISSUE OF PBOCESS 


Section 205 
Notes 1-3 


1. Legislative changes. 

(1) The words “if he has not jurisdiction himself” in sub- 

section (>l) are new. 

(2) Sub-section (3) is new. 

2. Scope of the section.- — Where the Magistrate does not 
dismiss the complaint under S. 203 but is of opinion that there is 
sufficient ground for proceeding, he has to commence proceedings 
against the accused by compelling his attendance before the Court. 
This section relates to the procedure for effecting such attendance . 1 

This is the only section authorizing a Magistrate to issue process 
to an accused, whether he takes cognizance on a private complaint or 
on a police-report 2 or any information or knowledge other than a 
complaint or police-report . 3 This section applies not only where the 
Magistrate takes cognizance of an offence under the Indian Penal 
Code but also where he takes cognizance of an offence under any other 
law . 4 

For form of summons, see S. 6S and sch. V, Form No. I. 

For form of warrant, see S. 75 and Sch. V, Form No. II. 

3. Magistrate taking cognizance only can issue process. 

Section 190 mentions the ordinary ways in which a Magistrate takes 
cognizance of an offence. Unless he ‘takes cognizance’ as specified 
therein, a process cannot be issued under this section . 1 A ‘ Magistrate 
taking cognizance’ on a complaint is the officer who has heard the 
complaint made. He is the proper officer to issue a process because it 
is he who can best exercise a discretion with regard to the prima facie 
merits of the complaint . 2 Therefore, a District or superior Magistrate 
cannot order process to issue when a joint or subordinate Magistrate 
to whom a case has been made over for disposal 3 or who has taken 
cognizance of the complaint , 4 has failed or refused to issue process. 
If he wants to do so, he must remove the case to his own file and 
then issue process. 


Section 204 — Note 2 

1. (’67) 8 Sutk W R Gr 65 (65), Queen v. Nubas Muhton. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 72 (76, 77, 78) : 33 Cr.L. J. 349, Raghunath Puri v. Emperor. 

3. (’69) 11 Sutk W E Cr 1 (1), Bisseshur Boy v. Hur per shad Singh. 

4. (’72-92) 1872-1892 LBE 486, Queen-Empress v. Nga Son Gaung. (Offence 
under tke Gambling Act, XYI of 1867.) 

(’76) 25 Sutk WBCr 20 (21), Queen v. Golam. (Offence under Police Act, Y of 1861.) 

Note 3 

1. (’71) 8 Bom H C E Cr 113 (115), Beg. v. Jafar Ali. 

(’02) 6 Cal W N 926 (926, 927), Bhaman Singh v. Haluman Mandal. 

2. (’73) 19 Sutk W E Cr 28 (28) : 10 Beng L E App 26, In re Baghoo Parirah. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 24 (25) : 54 Cal 303 : 28 Cr. L. J. 577 ,Isaf Nasyav. Emperor. 

(In directing police investigation under S. 202, Magistrate cannot direct police to 
submit ckarge-skeet to another Magistrate.) 

3. (’03) 30 Cal 449 (451, 452), Badhabullav Boy v.Benode Behari. (Against some 
of tke accused.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 524 (530, 532) : 32 Cal 783, Ajablal v. Emperor. (Do.) 

[See (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 213 (214) : 10C W N 1086, Fani Bhusan v. F. E. Kemp.) 

4. (1900) 27 Cal 658 (660), Hari Kishore Das v. Jugal Chunder. 

(1900) 27 Cal 79S (800), Jhumuh Jha v. Pathuh Mandal. 

(1900) 27 Cal 979 (980, 9S1) : 4 C W N S27, Golapdcy v. Queen-Empress. 

(’02) 6 Cal W N 843 (844), Mrinal Eanti Ghose v. Emperor, 
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Under this section a Magistrate to whom a case has been trans- 
ferred under S. 192 after the examination of the complainant can issue 
process though ho has not himself examined the complainant. 5 

Although it is only the Magistrate who has taken cognizance of 
the offence who may direct issue of a process, a Magistrate who is the 
“presiding officer” within the meaning of Ss. CS and 75, may sign the 
process, oven if he may not have taken cognizance of the offence and 
directed issue of the process. 0 

4. The Magistrate must have taken cognizance of an 
offence, — It is only a Magistrate taking cognizanco of an offence 
that can issue a process under this section. Whore, therefore, no 
•offence has been committed hut the Magistrate gets information as to 
the possibility of an offence being committed, the matter is only one 
for the interference of the police, and not one for the Magistrate to 
issue process. 1 _ 

If, on a complaint, it should appear to the Court that the act 
imputed amounted to an offence under the Indian Penal Code or any 
•other penal law in force, it is the duty of the Court to proceed with 
the matter. 2 But where the acts as alleged do not disclose any of fence, 
it will ho an abuse of the process of tho Court to allow criminal 
proceedings to proceed. 3 

An application for maintenance under S. 4S3 is not a complaint 
in respect of any offence and, therefore, a Magistrate dealing with it 
cannot- dismiss it under sub-s. (3) of this section. 4 

Even where an offence is disclosed there must be definite evidence 
•of an offence within the local jurisdiction of tho Magistrate receiving 
the complaint.*" The Court is not limited to tho sections or offences 
mentioned in tho complaint; Tho fact that tho complainant did not 
specifically and in terms accuso any one under any section of tho 
Penal Code, does not matter, if tho facts stated in the complaint and 
.'his sworn statement, constitute an offence, triable by tho Magistrate 
■who receives the complaint. 0 

5. “Sufficient ground for proceeding.” — A Magistrate taking 
•cognizance of an offence is hound to issue process under this section 

<(’99) 4 Cal W N 242 (244), Moul Singh v. Mahabir Singh. 

■ (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 202 (204) : 1908 Pun RoNo. 4 Cr, Shivnath v. Emperor, 

5. (’99) 3 Cal W N celxxxv (cclxxxv), Kali Singh v. -Jhari. 

■6. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 175 (17G) : 34 Cr. L. J. 297, Karikh Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Issue of warrant.) 

• (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 171 (175) : 33 Cr.LJ.700, Karlich Chandra v. Emperor. (Per 
Scroopo, J. — Dlmvle, J., dissenting.) 

See also S. 75 Note 3 and S. 559 Note 1. 

Note 4 

1. (’75) 1875 Rat 90 (91), In re Fate Ali. 

.2. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 05 (05), Empress v. Nubas Muhlon. (Even if a civil suit 
would afford tlie more convenient or appropriate remedy.) 

•(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal GOG : 27 Cr. L. J. 788, Snbal v. Ahadidlah. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Lali 945 (940) : 30 Cr. L. J. 102, Aviarnath v. Emperor. 

4. (’93) 10 Mad 234 (234) : 2 Weir 252, In re -Ponnamvial. 

■5. (’08) 7 Cr.L.J. 394 (395) : 1908 All W N 115:5 A L J 333, Baba v. Ghansham. 
•6. (’99) 20 Cal 780 (789) : 3 C W N 491, Jagat Chandra v. Quccn-Emprcss, 

■See also S. 190 Notes 9 and 19. 


Section 204 
Notes 3-5 
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ection 205 only if, in his opinion, there is sufficient ground for proceeding} 

Note 5 The stage at which the sufficiency of the ground for proceeding is to 

he considered is, in the case of a complaint, after the examination of 
the complainant under s. 200. 2 If the facts alleged in the complaint 
and the complainant’s statement show a sufficient ground for proceed- 
ing, process should issue, 3 otherwise not. 4 It is not necessary in all 
cases that before issuing process the Magistrate should have held any 
inquiry. 5 

A prim a facie case means that there is sufficient ground for 
proceeding. 6 Where therefore a prima facie case is made out, the 
Magistrate should issue process 7 even if he considers that a civil 
remedy is more appropriate. 8 It was, however, held in the under- 


Note 5 

1. (1900) 27 Cal 985 (988) : 5 C W N 131, Durga Dasx .V mesh Chandra. (Allegat- 
ions not disclosing any offence — Case not to be proceeded with.) 

(1864) 1864 Suth .W R Gap No. Cr 33 (34), In re Ruronath Roy. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 2S6 (287), Mokun Maistry v. Valoo Maislry, 

See cases in foot-note (7). 

2. (’71) 3NWPHCB 272 (273), In re Ramchurn. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 611 (612) : 2 Pat L J 657 : 18 Cr. L. J. 890 (891), Jhuna Lai 
Sahu v. Emperor. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 81 (83) : 2 C L J 612, Saroda Charan v. Emperor. 

(’02) 2 Weir 241 (242), In re Rangacliari. 

(1864) 1864 Suth W R Gap No. Cr 33 (34), In re Ruronatli Roy. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 954 (955), In re Subrao Ramchandra. 

(’88) 1888 Rat 368 (369), In re Bai Kashi. 

(1S64) 1864 Suth W R Gap No. Cr 37 (37), Rtijecb Mundle v. Lochun Mundle. 
(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 36 (36), Ameer Mahomed v. G. Brass. 

(’68) 4 Mad H G R 162 (164), Rangaswami v. Sabapathi. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 479 (480) : 42 Cal 19, Abhayeshwariv. Kishori Mohan Banerji. 
See also Notes 13 to 16 to S. 200 and the decisions noted thereunder. 

3. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 609 (611, 612) : 16 I.C. 257 (Cal), Putin Behari v. Emperor. 

4. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 671 (671) : 18 Cr. L. J. 626 (626), Jogesli Ghandrav. Abdul 
Gani. (Allegations in complaint not substantiated by examination on oath.) 

(1864) 1864 Suth W R Gap No. Cr 33 (34), In re Ruronath Roy. 

[See also (’10) 11 Cr.L.J.525 (527): 7 I.C. 747 : 38 Cal 68, Rari v.Srish Chandra .] 

5. (’20) AIR1920 Pat 270(270,271) : 21 Cr.L.J. 220, Abdul Klialigucv.Surja Singh. 
[See (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 485 (486) : 37 Cr. L. J. 243, Murugappa Chettyar v. 

Raman Chettyar. (Reid, in the circumstances of the case that Magistrate would 
have exercised a wise discretion if he had held an inquiry.)) 

6. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 607 (611, 615)': 33 Cri L Jour 3 : 59 Cal 275, Slier Singh 
v. Jitendranath Sen. 

7. (’38) AIR 193S Mad 879 (880) : 39 Cri L Jour 984, In re Venkatasubba Pillai. 
(Where serious allegations of tyranny are made, High Court and complainant 
should be satisfied that the Magistrate has considered and decided whether there 
is a case made out or not — If case is made out, process must issue.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal 606 : 27 Cri L Jour 788, Subal Chandra v. 
Ahadullah Sheikh. 

(’14) 22 Ind Cas 165 (166) : 15 Cri L Jour 21 (All), Baqar v. Bansi. 

(’13) 14 Cri L JOur 571 (571) : 21 Ind Cas 171 (Cal), Ramcharan v. Raji Mcah. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 194 (196): 27 Cr.L.J. 711 : 21 SLR 293, Crotvdcrv. Morrison. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 30 (32): 30 Cri L Jour 554, Parmanand v. Emperor. 

(’S9) 13 Bom 590 (598) (FB), In re Ganesli Narayan. 

(’10) 12 Cr. L. J. 3S5 (3S5) : 11 1. C. 249 : 1 U B R 73, Nga Tha Tu v. Emperor, 
(’17) AIR 1917 L B 30 (31) : 18 Cri L Jour 321 (322), Maung Kala v. Nga Kin 
Mya. (Complaint under S. 497, Penal Code, should not be dismissed simply 
because it appears that complainant and his wife have been living apart for more 
than a year previous to the complaint.) 

[See (’01) 28 Gal 652 (661) : 5 G W N 457 (FB), Dtuarkanaih v. Beni Madhab,] 

8. (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 123(124) : 91. G. 726 (Mad), Narayanaswamiv. VadiveluChetty. 
(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 40 (40), Kosal Singh v. Tool-sec Chowdhry. (Charge of 

taking bullocks and injuring one of them worth forty rupees.) 
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mentioned ease Rri that even it there was a prima facie case, the 
Magistrate may in his discretion refuse to issue process. 

There cannot be said to he sufficient grounds in the following 
cases for issue of process : 

(1) Where the complaint is made on information and not on personal 
knowledge. 0 In such cases the Court should satisfy itself on inquiry 
that there is a case for the issue of process. 1 " 

(2) Where the allegations made in the complaint are not substantiated 
by the statement on oath. 11 

(8) Where the allegations disclose a dispute purely of a civil nature. 1 -’ 

The following are not sufficient grounds for refusing issue of 
process : 

(a) Where a prima facie case is made out hut in the Magistrate’s 
opinion there is no chance of conviction and no useful purpose 
will he served by the enquiry. 13 

(b) Avoidance of religious ill-feeling. 11 

(c) The fact that the offence is cognizable by the police in the first 
instance. 10 

(d) The fact that the Magistrate thinks that it is unlikely that the 
proceedings will result "in a conviction, though the fact that 
another person accused upon the same facts for the same offence 
has been acquitted may properly be taken into consideration in 
determining whether upon the materials before the Magistrate 
there is sufficient ground for proceeding. 10 

(’67) 8 Sutb W R Cr Go (Go). Queen v. Nubas. (Case of trespass and damages.) 
(’72) 4 N W P II C II 23 (25), Queen v. Enrpershad. 

(’2G) AIR I92G Sind 194 (198) : 27 Cri L Jour 711 : 21 Sind L R 293, Crowder v. 
Morrison. (Dispute between partners about accounts.) 

See also S. 1 Note 1, S. 190 Note 17, S. 200 Note 10 and S. 203 Note 5. 

8a. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal G07 (G10) : 33 Cri L Jour 3 ; 59 Cnl 275, Slier Singh v. 
J Ucndranath Sen. (Where AIR 192G Cal 759 is dissented from by Lort- Williams, J.) 

9. (’0G) 4 Cr.L.J. 217 (218) : 10 C W N 1090, Thakur P round Singhv. Emperor. 

10. (’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 217 (218) : 10 C W N 1090, Tliahur Prosad Singli v. Emperor. 

1 1. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal G71 (G71) : 18Cr.L.J. G26(G26), Jogcsh Chandra v. Abdul Gant. 

12 . (’23) AIR 1923 All 544 (544) : 24 Cr, L. J. G93, llukum Chand v. King. Emperor. 
(Removing of some earth from the land of zemindar.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lab 329 (330) : 24 Cri L Jour 3G9, Karmn Chand v. Mat hr a Das. 

(Dispute between members of joint Hindu family ns to possession of property.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 145 (140) : 28 Cri L Jour 158, Ishar Das v. Emperor. 

(’2*1) 84 I. C. 351 (351) : 2G Cri L Jour 287 (Lab), Ladlia Shah v. Zaman Ali. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 157 (157, 158) : 24 Cri L Jour 929, Maung Since Ku v. 
Emperor. (Entry by person having right to enter is not criminal trespass.) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 50 Cr, p. 131 (132), Gulzar v. Empress. (Civil remedy is 
proper in cases involving doubt whether act done is criminnl ofiencc or civil wrong.) 
(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 13 (14) : 11 C W N 170, Chamru Saint v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’23) 24 Cri L Jour 7J4 (715) (Cal), Bhatbani v. Haricharran. 

(’22) 67 I. C. 499 (499) : 23 CriLJour403 (Pat), Bampabitar Singhx . Kasim AH 
Khan. (Process not to he issued merely because in Magistrate’s opinion it may 
be desirable to ascertain the truth.)] 

13. (’02) 29 Cal 410 (411, 412), Kuldip v. Budhan. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal GOG : 27 Cri L Jour 788, Snbal Chandra v. 
Ahadullah Sheikh. 

14 . (’91) 1891 Rat 5G2 (563), Queen-Empress v. Bamchandra. 

15 . (’70) 14 Sutb W R Cr 3G (3G), Ameer Mohamcd v. G. Brass. 

16 . (’20) AIR 1926 Cal 795 (797, 798) : 53 Cal 006 : 27 Cri L Jour 788, Subal 
, Chandra v. Ahadullah Shcilth. 


Section 204 
Note 5 > 
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Section 20® 
Hotes 5-7 


(e) The fact that one of the accused was a member of the highest 

service .in the land who was sworn to do justice. 17 
Stay of proceedings — See Note n to s. 344. 

6. “In the opinion of a Magistrate.” — In deciding on the 
sufficiency of the ground for proceeding, the Magistrate must be guided 
by his own independent opinion and not by that of others such as a 
police-officer . 1 

7. Issue of process. — This section provides that when a 
Magistrate who receives a complaint neither dismisses it under S. 203 
nor postpones issue of process under s. 202, process for the attendance 
of the accused shall issue . 1 The fourth column in the second schedule 
indicates whether a summons or warrant should issue in the first 
instance in each case. But there are two exceptions to this rule. Firstly, 
in the cases in which a summons should issue in the first instance 
according to the second schedule, the Magistrate can, under S. 90, issue 
a warrant in lieu of or in addition to a summons in the circumstances 
specified in that section. Secondly, in cases in which a warrant should 
issue in the first instance according to the second schedule, this section 
enables the Magistrate to issue a summons instead, if he thinks fit to 
■do so . 2 This discretion should be so used as not to subject accused 
persons to the indignity of arrest unless there is real need for it . 3 

If the Magistrate issues a warrant in a case in which he ought to 
have issued summons, the error is not a ground for setting aside the 
proceedings . 4 The Magistrate in such cases can cancel the warrant and 
issue a summons . 5 

Process should ordinarily issue against all the accused who are 
prima facie shown to have committed an offence . 0 But the Magistrate 
is not bound, when the police-report discloses one offender only, to 
issue process against any witnesses who may afterwards be found, 
•during trial, to be accomplices . 7 Nor is it imperative on him to proceed 
against a person who has been removed from the array of accused 


[See (’33) AIR 1933 Gal 552 (553) : 34 Cri L Jour 1063, Makhan Lai v. Sakhi. 
(The fact that the matter has been confounded -with other co-accused is no 
ground for refusing process.) 

"See also S, 403 Note 12. 

17. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 97 (98) ; 41 Cri L Jour 349, Mulcti Narain v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’68-69) 4 Mad H C E 162 (165), Rangaswamy v. Sabapalhi. (Until he has at 
least examined the complainant, he is not in a position to exercise his own 
independent opinion.) 

'(’68) 9 Suth W E Cr 21 (21), Borodakant Mookcrjce v. Kali Bhuttacharjcc. 

Note 7 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 192 (192) : 39Gr.L.J. 966, Phcrumal Lilaramv. Emperor. 
(1900) 27 Cal 798 (800), Jhumuclc Jha v. Pathulc Mandal. 

{1900) 27 Cal 921 (924), Mahdeo Singh v. Queen-Empress. 

(’22) 23 Cr. L. J. 403 (403): 67 I. C. 499 (Pat), Rampabitar Singh v. Kasim Ali. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 493 (493) : 20 Ind Cas 749 (All), Ramprasad v. Moti. 

2. (’93) 21 Cal 588 (5S9), Basumoti v. Budram, 

3. (’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 31 (31). 

4. (1864) 1 Suth W E Cr 16 (16), Aneef Putney v. Ramsunder Chuckcrbuttu. 

5. (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 187 (187) : 1 S L R 69, Impcrator y. Mt. Janat. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 604 (605) : 7 S L E 40 : 21 1, C, 476, Crtvon v. 3ali Khan. 

6. (1900) 4 Cal W N 560 (562), Bishcndoyal v. Chedi Khan. 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 122 (126):3 Rang 11:26 Cr.L.J. 492, A. V. Joseph v. Emperor . 
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persons and is produced as a witness in the Court, his failure to do 
so not being sufficient to invalidate the trial in respect of the other 
accused . 70 

It has been held that in proper cases there is nothing irregular 
or improper in a Magistrate first issuing process for one accused person 
and then changing his mind and issuing process for all the accused . 8 

"When once the Magistrate issues process under this section, pro- 
ceeding commences and it should go on in due course unless something 
occurs to show that the Magistrate lias, for some cause or other, made 
a wrong exercise of his discretion.” The question of commencement 
of proceedings becomes relevant in suits for damages for malicious 
prosecution or for prosecution for making false complaint, etc. Prose- 
cution commences when proceedings commence under this section and 
proceedings commence when process is issued against the accused. So 
unless process is issued, there is no cause of action in either of the 
proceedings referred to above . 10 The view that a prosecution commences 
even when a complaint is made 11 is, it is submitted, not well founded 
and is not an accepted one. 

Where A and B are jointly accused of an offence but the Magis- 
trate issues process only against A, B is competent to give evidence as 
a witness at the trial of A . 12 


7n. ('37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (23) : I L R (1937) Nag 313 : 38 Cri L .Tour 237 (FB), 
Amdu Mian Guhar v. Emperor. (Overruling AIR 1920 Nag 255.) 

8. (’28) AIR 1928 Lnh 541 (512) : 29 Cr. L. J. 293, A! am v. Emperor. 

9. (’73) 19 Suth tV R Cr 28 (28) : 10 Bong L R App 20, In rc Eaghoo Parirah. 
(’74) 21 Suth \V R Cr 44 (45), Bamkant Sirkar v. Jadub Chinnier. 

10. (’20) AIR 1920 All 203 (209) : 42 All 305, A:mat AH v. Qurban Ahmad. 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 38C (3S9), Basant Eai v. Ganga Bam. 

(’91) 1891 Rat 544 (545), Empress v. Budhunbhai. 

(’10) 0 Ind Cns 877 (877, 878) : 37 Cal 358, Dc Eoeario v. Gitlab Chand Ammdjcc. 
(5 Bom L R 940 dissented from.) 

(’ll) 11 Ind Cas 311 (312) : 38 Cal 880, Golap Jan v. Bhola Nath. (Approving 
Yates v. The Queen, L R 14 Q 13 D 018.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 128 (129) : 21 Ind Cas 703 (705) : 37 Mad 181, Mccran Saib 
v. Eatnavclu Mudali, 

(’20) AIR 192G Mad 521 (524) : 49 Mad 315, Sanjivi Eeddi v. Iiondagari Koneri. 
(’20) 97 I. C. 3ol {352) (Mad), Arunachala Mudaliar x. Chinna MunuswamiChetty. 
(1897) 1 Q B 159 (102) : GO L J Q B 248 : 45 tV R (Eng) 223 : 00 J I’ 821, Thorpe 
v. Pricslnall. (Approved in G Ind Cas 877.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 All GG5 (005) : 53 All 771, Alt Mohamcd v. Zakir Ali. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 271 (271, 272) : 8 Pat 285, Subhag Ghamar v. Nandlal Sahu. 
(More fact that plaintiff (accused) was present at enquiry docs not alter position.) 
(’10) 7 Ind Cas 255 (250) (Cal), Golap Jan v. Bhola Nath. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 531 (533) : 1915 Pun Re No. 1 : 28 I. C. 273 (270), Godliaram 
v. Bebidas. (But this does not conclude the matter — Held in circumstances of 
the case plaintiff was entitled to dnmngcs.) 

[Sec also (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 292 (292, 293) : 12 Pat 292, Zahirmldin Mahomed 
v. Budhu Bibi. (Where it was held that proceedings commenced even by the 
mere order for the issue of process, though it was not issued.)] 

11. (’77-78) 2 Bom 481 (487), hnperatrix v. Lakshman Sakharam. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 940 (945) : 28 Bom 22G, Ahmcdbhai Habibhai x.Framji Edulji. 
(1834) 0 C & P 423, Clarke v. Postan. (Distinguished as a mere dictum in 0 I. C. 
877. Referred to and not approved in 11 1. C. 311.) 

12 . (’82) 10 Cal L R 553 (554), Mohesli Chancier Eopalix.Mohcsh Chundcr Dass. 
[Sec also (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (23) : ILR (i937) Nag 315 : 38 Cr.L..T. 237 (FB), 

• Amdu Mian Gulzar v. Emperor. (Police refraining from prosecuting person 
against whom tilde is sufficient evidence — He is a competent witness in the trial 
of another accused.) 


Section 205 
Note 7 . 
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Section 204 
Motes 7-11 


It has been held hy the Patna High Court in- the case cited 
below 13 that an order hy a Magistrate to the police to charge-sheet 
a person may be treated as a warrant under this section. See also 
S. 190 Note 22. 

8. Omission to issue process. — Where a Magistrate without 
issuing any process at all to the accused convicts him, the conviction 
is illegal. 1 But w'hcre the accused appears in Court of his own accord 
without a summons, he is entitled to require that the case be proceeded 
with and the mere omission to issue summons becomes immaterial in 
such a case. 2 

9. Notice, if a “process.” — A mere notice to the person 
complained against that a preliminary enquiry will be held does not 
amount to a summons. The issue of such a notice is neither contem- 
plated by the Code nor included in the forms in Schedule V. 1 

10. Order directing summons, if a judgment. — An order- 
directing issue of summons under this section is not a judgment. So 
wdiere a Magistrate issued summons to an accused and the accused 
appeared and filed a cross-complaint, it was held that it was open to 
the Magistrate to rescind the order as to summons and send the 
complaints for enquiry under S. 202. 1 

11. Order directing summons, if can be recalled — An order- 
issuing summons under this section, not being a judgment within the 
provisions of S. 3G9, there is nothing in the Code which forbids the 
Magistrate to reconsider such order on sufficient ground and recall the 
summons. 1 


(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 186 (1SS):59 Bom 355:36 Or. L. J. 937, Kcshavx. Emperor. 
(’ 25) AIR 1925 Rang 122 (125) : 3 Rang 11 : 26 Cri L Jour 492, A. V. Joseph v. 
Emperor. (Accused person when not being tried with a co-accused is a compe- 
tent witness for or against him.)] 

See also S. 540 Note 8, 

13. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 72 (77) : 33 Cri L Jour 349, Eaghunaihpuri v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’91) 15 Mad 83 (87) : 2 Weir 326, Empress v. Erugadu. 

2. (’02) 26 Bom 552 (557) : 4 Bom L R 276, In the matter of Lahsliman Govind. 
(Summons is merely a means of procuring attendance.) 

(’68) 1868 Rat 8 (9),Ecg.x.Sudasivapa.{Fo\lo'x'mgTurncrx. Post-Master General, 
34 L J M C 10.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 389 (390) : 1919PunReNo. 5 Or ; 20 Cri L Jour 3, Emperor v. 
21 1. Euri. 

Note 9 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 12S (129) : 21 1. C. 703 (704) : 37 Mad 181, Sheikh Mccran 
Saib v. Eatnavelu 2Iudali. (Notice is a mere intimation of the action the Magis- 
trate intends to take.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 18 (18) : 49 Mad 92G : 28 Cr. L. J. 113, Varadarajulxi Naidu 
v. Kuppusioamy. (Issuing notice to the accused to appear and show cause against 
the issue of process.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 19 (20, 21) : 49 Mad 918 : 28 Cri L Jour 129 (PB), Appa Eao 
2Iudaliar v. J anakiammal. (Notice to appear in an enquiry under S. 202.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 198 (199) : 24Cr.L.J. 333,ChandiCliaranv. 21 anindr a Chandra. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1198 (1198) : 29 Cri L Jour 1059, Bamabhadra Odayar v. 

Emperor. (Accused persons have no locus standi in enquiries under Chap. XVI.) 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 652 (653) : 19 Cr. L. J. 527, Mushari v. Eaj Kishorc (Do). 

Note 10 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 662 (662) : 25Cr.L. J. iGi, Lalii Mohanx. NoniLal Sarkar. 

Note 11 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 662 (662) : 25 Cri L Jour 464, Lalit Mohan v. Noni Lai. 
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42. “If he has not jurisdiction himself.” — A process is for 
attendance of the accused before the Magistrate issuing it ; but there are 
cases where the Magistrate issuing process hns no jurisdiction to try 
the case, as for example under S. 20 A, in cases of complaint against an 
European British subject. Provision is made here for the attendance of 
the accused, in such cases, before another Magistrate having jurisdiction. 

43. “Some other Magistrate having jurisdiction.” — This 
expression means “some other Magistrate” having jurisdiction to 
enquire into and try the case, the power to take cognizance being 
distinct from jurisdiction. 

14. “Provisions of Section 90” — Sub-scction (2). — Sec Kotos under 
Section 90. 

45. Process-fee, — Sub-section (3) is new and enables a Magistrate 
to dismiss a case for default of payment of such fees for process as 
are payable and ordered, within a reasonable time. Even before this 
provision was inserted there existed the practice of dismissing the 
complaint for non-payment of process- fees, as for default of prosecution 1 
though such a dismissal was held to bo illegal in warrant cases. 2 The 
Legislature has given effect to that practice by the addition of this 
sub-section. 

Where a complaint is against two persons, but the complainant 
has paid process fees for summons against one only, the other must bo 
discharged under this snb-section, if no summons is falcon against him. 3 

The process-fees referred to in this sub-section are only for the 
attendance of the accused at the commencement of proceedings and 
not for the presence of the accused on the date of judgment and a 
dismissal of the complaint under this sub-section for non-payment of 
process-fees for such summons is not legal. 4 

The section applies to Magistrates talcing cognizance of offences 
and this rule as to payment of process-fees refers, therefore, only to 
cases when an ‘offence’ is disclosed. An application for maintenance 
under S. 486 should not be dismissed under this sub-section for failure 
to pay process-fees, as an order for maintenance is not a conviction 
for an offence. 15 

[But see (’07) 6 Cr. L. -T. 3G7 (369) : 12 C W N G3, Panchu Ghosh v. Khoslal Sarhar. 
(Withdrawal of processes without taking evidence held improper.)] 

See also S. 3G9 Note 2. 

Note 15 

1. (’89) -1889 Rat 491 (491), Qttccn-Emprcss v. Bhiha. 

(’8G) 2 Weir 252 (252) : 10 Mad 234, In rc Ponnamvial. 

2. (’93) 2 Weir 323 (323), In rc Palannagari. 

[See (’72) 1872 Pun Re No. 21 Cr, p. 29 (29), Kahn Singh v. Hvkum Singh. 
(Charge of cheating — Complaint not to be dismissed for failure to deposit expenses 
of producing accused after warrant has beon issued.) 

.(’02) 4 Bom. L R 276 (277) : 2G Bom 552, In rc Lahshman Bovind. (Complaint 
of criminal broach of trust — Process fee not to be nsked for.)] 

3. (’02) 2G Bom 552 (557) : 4 Bom L R 27G, In rc Lahshman Govind. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 AU 392 (393) : 2G Cr. L. J.-9G3, Bhimmi v. Pcrshadi. 

[Sec (’39) 1939 N L J 201 (201), Emperor v. Nirpaisingh. (S. 204 (3) appears to 
apply only to issue of process to the accused at the first instance.)] 

5. (’93) 16 Mad 234 (234) : 2 Weir 252, In rc Ponnammal. 
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Section 205 
Notes 15-16 


Where a complaint was dismissed under this sub-section in a 
dc novo trial after charges had already been framed, it was held that 
it amounted merely to a discharge and not an acquittal, and that a 
second trial on the same facts would not he barred . 0 See for further 
discussion, section 403. 

Where a complaint is dismissed under this sub-section, the High 
Court, Sessions Judge or District Magistrate may, under S. 43G, direct a 
further enquiry 7 and in such a case notice to show cause why a further 
enquiry should not he ordered is neither desirable nor necessary . 8 

As to the fees payable, see S. 20 of the Court-fees Act, VII of 1870, 
and rules framed by the High Courts thereunder. 

See also the undermentioned case . 9 

As to the applicability of this sub-section to processes to witnesses, 
see Rotes to S. 544. 

16. Revision. — The High Court has ample revisional powers to 
interfere with the proceedings under this section and can exercise its 
powers at any stage of the proceedings and quash the same, though it 
will interfere only in cases of an exceptional nature as where neither 
the complaint nor the prosecution disclosed a case against the accused, 
but process has been issued under this section . 1 

Where a Magistrate, having followed the procedure laid down, 
has exercised a discretion judicially in issuing a process 2 or where the 
error, omission, or irregularity in the issue of process is one which is 
curable under S. 537, 3 the High Court will not interfere. Similarly, 

6. (’31) AIR 1931 Nag 39(40): 27 Nag LB 13 : 32Cr.L..J. 603, Shcorai Sai v. Dani. 
[But see (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 23 (24) : 38 Mad 585 (588) : 25 Irtd Cas 1001 (1002, 

1003) : 15 Cr. L. J. 673, Sriramulu v. Krishna Bail). (Where it was held that 
after a charge is framed, there can he no discharge but only an acquittal and a 
second complaint on the same facts would he bari'ed by S. 403.) 

7. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 192(192) : 39Cr.L.J. 966, Phcrumal Lilaram v. Emperor. 
[See also (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 38 (39) : I L R (1939) Ivar 228 : 40 Cr. L. J. 287, 

Chcllomal v. Kevalmal J eyramdas.'] 

8. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 54 (54) : 4 Pat L J 456 : 20 Cr.L. J. 843, Shconarain Singh 
v. Bavipertab Rai. 

9. (’92-96) 1 U B R 131 (131), Queen-Empress v. Balo To. (Processes issued on the 
complaint of a municipal officer are not exempt from the payment of court-fees.) 

Note 16 

1. (’99) 1S99 All W N 212 (213), Empress v. Clifton. 

(’96) 20 Bom 543 (545), Queen-Empress v. Nageshappa. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 23 (30): 11 BengLRAppS, Abdoolv. Magistrate of Purneah. 
(’94) 22 Cal 131 (139), Chandi Parshad v. Abdur Rahman. 

(’97) 25 Cal 233 (235), Choa Lai Das\. Anant Pershad. 

(’99) 26 Cal 786 (790, 791) : 3 C W N 191, Jagat Chandra v. Queen-Empress. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 525 (527) : 38 Cal 68: 7 1. C. 747, Earicharanv. Srish Chandra. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 408 (409) : 16 Cr. L. J. 477 (477,478) : 39 Mad 561, In re 
Kuppuswamy Iyer. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 72 (78) : 33 Cr. L. J. 349, Raghunath Puri v. Emperor. 

See also S. 439 Note 26. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 795 (797) : 53 Cal 606 : 27 Cr. L. J. 788, Subal v. Ahadullah. 
{Sec (’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 54 (54, 55), Queen v. Russich Monec.'\ 

3. (’07) 6 Cr.L.J. 240 (251): 31 Bom 611 : 9 Bom L R 967, Emperor v. A. M. 
Jccvanjcc. (Summons disclosing no offence — Fresh summons issued without fresh 
or supplemental information.) 

(’75) 23 SuthWR Cr 63 (64), Eastern Bengal Railway v. KalutasDutt, (Omission 
to examine the complainant before issuing summons.) 
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where the record does not disclose sufficient grounds for issuing process, 
the High Court will not interfere merely because the Magistrate, 
taking cognizance of the matter, has failed to record reasons for not 
issuing process .' 4 

17. Process under special or local Acts. — See the 
undermentioned case . 1 

- 205 .° W Whenever a Magistrate issues a 

summons, he may, if he sees reason 
pense with personal so to do, dispense with the personal 
attendance of accused, attendance of the accused, and per- 
mit him to appear by his pleader. 

(2) But the Magistrate inquiring into or trying 
the case may, in his discretion, at any stage of the 
proceedings, direct the personal attendance of the 
accused, and, if necessary, enforce such attendance in 
manner hereinbefore provided. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 7, “Permit him to appear by his 

pleader.” 

2. Scope. j 8. “Pleader.” 

3. “Whenever a Magistrate issues g. Applicability to security pro- 

a summons. J cce dings. 

4. “Dispense with.” ! 10. “At any stage of the proceed- 

5. Bond from the accused. 1 ings." 

6. Pardanashin lady. i 11. Revision. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Dispensation with attendance of accused when incapable of remaining 
before the Court. See S. 540A. 

No exemption when warrant is issued. See Note 3. 

Record of reasons for refusing leave under the section. See Note 4. 

1. Legislative changes. 

Cha-ngcs introduced in 1872 — 

Under the Code of 1861, it was doubtful whether the Court could! 
dispense with the personal attendance of the accused in cases in 

* 1882 :S. 205; 1872 ; S. 151; 1861 ; S. 261. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 129 (130) : 18 Cr. L. J. 366 (367) : 1 Pat L J 592, Phagu Sahu 
v. Emperor. (Issue of process without examination of the complainant.) 

See also Note 16 to S. 200. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 609 (611); 16 1. C. 257 (Cal), Bidin Bchary Das v. Emperor. (Issue 
of process on insufficient materials.) 

(’64) 1 Suth W R Cr 16 (16), Ancef Putney x. Eamsoondcr Cliukcrbutty. (Issue 
of warrant instead of summons in the first instance.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 867 (867): 30 Cr.L.J. 702, Muhammad Sadiq v. Delhi Elcclrtc 
Supply (C Traction Co. (Mention of wrong section in summons but accused 
informed of correct section on his appearance.) 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 879 (879) : 39 Cr. L. J. 984, In re V enkatasubba Pillai. 

Note 17 

1. (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 185 (186) : 1 Sind L R 67, Imperaior v. Paman. (Gambling. 
Act, IV of 1887.) 


Section 20? 
Ilotes 46-17/ 


Section 205 : 
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.Section 205 
11 Motes 1-3 


which a warrant was ordinarily issuable on complaint. Section 1ST 
of the Code of 1872 made it clear that the Court could do so 
"in cases, of whatever nature, in which the Magistrate thinks 
lit to issue a summons.” 

Changes introduced in 1882 — 

(l) The words “in cases of whatever nature” of the Code of 1872 were 

substituted by the words ‘‘whenever issue a 

summons.” 

<2) The words ‘‘by his pleader” were substituted for the words “by 
an agent duly authorized.” This is consequent on the definition 
of “pleader” newly added to the Code of 1882 in section 4 (i) (n). 
That definition included any person duly authorized. 

{3) The words “and if necessary provided" were newly added. 

Code of 1898 — The section remains unchanged since 1882 . 

2. Scope. — The general principle of the Code is that an accused 
person cannot be proceeded against ex parte. 1 This section provides 
an exception to this general rule by enacting that the Magistrate may 
dispense with the personal attendance of the accused in a particular 
class of cases, namely those in which he issues a summons. At any 
■stage of the proceedings, however, the Magistrate enquiring into, or 
trying the case can direct the personal attendance of the accused if 
his presence is found necessary. 

This section applies only to Magistrates and not to Courts of 
Session or the High Court. But S. 353 shows that the latter Courts 
have got similar power to dispense with the personal attendance of the 
accused. 2 The High Court can also under its inherent powers recognized 
by S. 561A, dispense with such attendance. 3 See also S. 116 and S. 540A. 

3. “Whenever a Magistrate issues a summons.” — Thisseetion 
does not apply where a warrant has been issued 1 or the accused has 
been arrested without a warrant. 2 Where, however, a summons has 
been issued in the first instance and thereafter the accused is brought 
in under a warrant of arrest, the section would apply. 3 A summons 

Section 205 — Note 2 

1. (’75) 24 Suth W R Gr 25 (26), Tariney Gliurn v. Municipal Commissioners, 
Seramporc. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 79 (79) : 45 Mad 359 : 23 Cr. L. J. 266, Kandamani Devi 
v. Emperor. (Court of Session.) 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 464 (464):15 I.C. 96 (Bom), Emperor v. C. IF. King. (High Court.) 
(’13) 23 I. C. 489 (491) : 15 Cr. L. J. 281 (Cal), Baj Bajcsivari Dcbi v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate refused to dispense with personal appearance of pardnhnashin ladies 
— On petition High Court allowed them to appear by pleader.) 

[See also (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 78 (78), In re Nistarince. (Application for dis- 
pensing with personal attendance held inadmissible apparently on the ground 
that there was no good reason to do so.)] 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 61 (62) : 26 NLR 50 : 31 Cr.L. J. 284, Mt. Sajix. Ml. Bhimi. 

Note 3 

1. (’09) 13 Cal W N cl, Sashi v. Ashutosh. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 292 (293) : 18 Cr. L. J. 975 (976) : 1917 Pun Re No. 36 Cr, 
Emperor v. Sardar. 

f’80) 1880 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 31 (31), J iivan Beg v. Empress. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 46 (47) : 2 Pat 793 : 24 Cr.L.J. 872, Abdul Hamid v. Emperor. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 61 (62) : 26 NLR 50 : 31 Cr.L.J. 284, Mt. Saji v. Mt. Bhimi. 
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can under s. 204 be issued even in eases in which a warrant is ordinarily 
issuable; this section will apply even to such cases if a summons has 
been issued. 4 Even where a warrant has been issued, the Magistrate 
may cancel the warrant and issue a summons/’ or the accused having 
appeared before him, it may not be necessary for him to issue a 
summons for the appearance of the accused/ In both these cases also 
this section will apply. All that is required under this section is that 
the Magistrate should consider that a summons is sufficient for the 
appearance of the accused in the ease and if he is of that opinion ho 
may then permit the accused to appear by pleader. 7 

5. “Dispense with.” — The words “may, if he sees reason so to 
do” show that the Magistrate has a discretion to dispense with the 
personal attendance of the accused or not ns ho thinks lit. Tho 
discretion will, however, bo used liberally especially in trivial cases 
such as a prosecution for a municipal offence, 1 or where tho accused is 
a pardanashin lady, 2 or where the accused is too ill to attend Court/ 
In such cases if tho permission is refused, reasons for such refusal 
should be recorded. 4 

In considering the propriety of an order under this section, tho 
Magistrate should always take into account whether there is any 
material before him to indicate that an offence has been committed by 
the accused and whether there is anything in the nature of a prima 
facie case/ 

A Magistrate can dispense with the personal attendance of the 
accused as often as he pleases. 0 

It is not necessary that there should bo an express order dispensing 
with the personal attendance. But it is advisable that the fact should 
be noted in the records and not bo left for implication, although 
omission to do so would only be an irregularity which will not justify 

4. (’91) 21 Cal 5SS (589, 590), Basumoti Adhiharini v. Unchain Kaliia. 

5. (’40) AIR 1910 All 178 (ISO) : 41 Cr. L. J. 500, Jagdish Narain v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 451 (451): 190SP W R No.20Cr, p. 51, Prcm Kuarv. Sham Nath. 

6. (’40) AIR 1910 All 178 (180) : 41 Cr. L. ,T. 500, Jagdish Narain v. Emperor. 

7. (’40) AIR 1910 All 178 (ISO) : 41 Cr. L. J. 500, Jagdish Narain v. Emperor. 
(In this case it was observed that the stage at which order under S. 205 (1) is to 
he passed is before the beginning of the trial.) 

Note 4 

1. (’14) 18 Cal W N xxxi (xxxi), In rc Surcndranath. 

2. (’83) G All 59 (GO) : 1883 A W N 207, In rc Bahim Bibi. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 149 (149, 150) : 28 Cr. L. J. 94, Mt.Tirbeni \\Mt. Bliagwati. 
(Magistrate refusing to excuse personal attendance — High Court can interfere in 
proper cases.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 588 (589), Basumoti Adhiharini v. Bttdram Kaliia. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 197 (198) : 3 S L R 1G7 : 4 IndCas 1152, .Emperor v. Mahomed. 
(Mere impression that the woman is not pardahnashin is not sufficient to refuse 
the benefit of the section.) 

(’14) 23 IndCas 489 (491) : 15 Cr. L. J. 281 (Cal), Baj Bajcswari Debir. Emperor. 

3. (’02) G Cal W N lix (lix), In rc Eiran Chandra. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 4G4 (4G4) : 15 Ind Cas 9G (Bom), Emperor x. King. (High Court 
dispensing with the attendance.) 

4. (’83) G All 59 (GO) : 1S83 A IV N 207, In rc Bahim Bibi. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 All 178 (180, 181) :41Cr.L..T.500 Jagdish Narain v. Emperor. 

6. (’10) 14 Cal W N cxxxi (oxxxi), Devcndra Naih v. Narcndra Nath. 

(’17) 21 C IV N clxviii (clxviii), In rc Snhhlata. 
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2Cr,77. 
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interference in revision. 7 

5. Bond from the accused. — Where the personal attendance of 
an accused is dispensed with, a recognizance bond may be taken from 
him binding him to appear either in person or by pleader, and if the 
pleader neglects to attend when the case is called on, the bond may 
he forfeited and the accused made liable for the payment of the penalty. 
The bond cannot he taken from his pleader nor can his pleader be 
bound by such a bond to attend. 1 

6. Pardanashin lady. — Where a Magistrate issues a summons 
to a pardanashin woman who is accused of an offence, he should, as- 
a general rule, dispense with her personal attendance and permit her 
to appear by pleader at least until such time as he has before him 
some legal and satisfactory evidence indicative of her having committed 
a breach of the law. 1 Such an order should not be refused merely 
because — 

(1) the Magistrate thinks that she is not pardanashin , 2 or 

(2) other women belonging to the same class that observed pardah 
had appeared in Court, 3 or 

(3) she is the daughter of a prostitute, if she is married to a respect- 
able husband in whose family women observe pardah? 

The Court will extend the privilege of pardah to women who, 
though not strictly observing pardah, are yet not accustomed generally 
to appear before the public. 5 This section is one which should be freely 
utilised in Sind where so much prejudice exists against the appear- 
ance of females generally in public. 0 

As to the right of a pardanashin woman to he exempted from 
personal attendance — 

(1) where she is a complainant, see S. 200 Note 12, 

(2) where she is a witness, see Ss. 503 and 506. 


7. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218 (221):50 Bom 250:27 Cr.L. J. 440, Dorabshah v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’68) 5 B H C R Cr 64 (65), Beg. v. Lallubhai Jassubhai. 

Note 6 

1. (’83) 6 All 59 (60) : : 1883 AWN 207, In the matter o/ the petition of BahimBibi. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Mac! 79(79):45 Mad 359:23 Cv.L.J.266, Kandamanidcviv. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 454 (455) : 1908 P WE No. 20 Cr, Prem Eaiir v. Sham Natli. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 51 (51) : 7 S LR161 : 15 Cr.L. 3. 539, Mt.Bachalv. Emperor. 

(Complaint vague and identification not difficult — Sufficient ground for exemption.)' 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 149 (150) : 28 Cr. L. J. 94, Mt'. Tirbcni v. Mt. Bhagwati. 

(’14) 23 Ind Cas 489 (491) : 15 Cr. L. J. 281 (Cal), Bajrajeswaridcvi v. Emperor. 
(’17) 21 Cal W N clxviii (clxviii), In re Sufchlata. (Attendance dispensed with 
till the conclusion of the case.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 37 (38) : 32 Cr. L, J. 665, Mt. Asu v. Emperor. 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 158 (159, 160) : 1 1 C 101 (Lah), Mt. Eabbo v. Emperor. (Until 
the case has reached the stage at which personal attendance is clearly and legally 
required in the interests of justice.) ° 

(’10) 11 Cr.- L. J. 197 (198) : 3 S L R 167 : 4 I C 1152, Emperor v. Mahomed, 
(Until it becomes necessary.) 

2. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 197 (198) : 3 S LE 167 : 4 I C 1152, Emperor v. Mahomed. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 All 149 (149, 150) : 28 Cr.L. J.94, Mt.Tirbcniv. Mt. Bhagwati. 

4. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 3 (4) : 18 I C 147 (Lah), Abdul Gaffar Beg v. Emperor. 

See also S. 503 Note 6. 

5. 2 Hyde 88 (88), Kistomohun Moohcrjee v. Adcrmoney Dabcc. 

6. (’3l) AIR 1931 Sind 37 (38) : 32 Cr. L. J. 665, Mt. Asu v. Emperor. 
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7. “ Permit him to appear by his pleader. ” — Although’ the Section 205 

personal attendance of the accused may bo dispensed with under this Note 7 
section, it is essential that ho should he represented by his pleader. 

The reason is that it is necessary that some one should be present at 
the trial to look after the interests of the accused, and the law consi- 
ders that such interest will bo completely safeguarded if his pleader is 
in attendance. 1 

The words “appear by pleader” in their ordinary acceptance 
mean "represented by pleader,” that is, having a pleader to act and to 
plead. 2 

The appearance by a pleader involves the performance of all nets 
that devolve upon the accused in the course of the trial 3 such as the 
following — 

(1) pleading guilty or not guilty under S. 255 and in cases falling under 
Ss. 242 and 243, 4 

(2) filing a written statement embodying the plea of the accused, 5 

(3) making the necessary answers to an examination under s. 312, 0 

(4) hearing a deposition of a witness read over, under s. SCO (l), 7 

( 5 ) hearing of a judgment, the sentence being one of fine only or the 
accused being acquitted under s. 3GC (2). s 

Form No. 1 of schedule V of the Code shows that the summons to 
an accused person may itself direct whether the accused is to appear 
in person or by pleader. In other words, the Magistrate may, even at 
the time of issuing summons, dispense with the personal attendance of 
the accused and permit him to appear by pleader. 0 When a summons 
is sent as in Form No. 1 of schedule v, containing the words “you arc 
hereby required to appear in person or by pleader" and the accused 
sends his pleader who requests for permission to dispense with the 
personal attendance of the accused, the Magistrate cannot proceed 
against the accused for disobedience of the summons, even though he 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 197 (19S) : 3 S L E 107 : 4 I C 1152, Crcnvn v. Mahomed. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 272 (272) : GS LK 20G : 19 I C 544, Emperors’, Jamal Khalun. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 604 (604) : 7 S L R 40 : 21 1 C 47G, Emperor v. Zali Khan. 

Note 7 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 27 (32) : 20 Cri L Jour 49, Hari Narayan v. Emperor. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 27 (32) : 29 Cri L Jour 49, Hari Narayan v. Emperor. 

3. (’2G) AIR 192G Bom 218(219): 50 Bom 250:27 Cr L J UO.Dorabshahv. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 272 (272) : 0 S L R 20G : 19 I. C. 544, Empcror\.JamalRhalun. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218 (220) : 50 Bom 250 : 27 Cri L Jour 440, Dorabshah 
v. Emperor. (Following Bex v. Thompson, (1909) 2 K B G14, Vessel v. Wilson, 

(1853) 22 L J Q B 221, Beg. v. Avcs, (1871) 24 L T G4; distinguishing (1904) 

6 Bom L R 861.) 

(1909) 2 KB 614 (617, G18), Bex v. Thompson. (Cited with approval in AIR 1926 
Bom 218.) 

See also the following cases. (The facts in these cases arc not clear): 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 305 (306), Municipal Board v. Thulasi Bam. 

(’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. 3 (5), Shib Bam v. Simla Municipal Committee. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 42 (42) : 6 Beng L R App 148, Queen v. Boopa Gowalla, 

(Accused should plead by his own mouth — Case under the Code of 1861.) 

5. (’17) 21 C V? N clsviii (clxviii), Be Sukhlata. 

6. See Note 17 to S. 342. 

7. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 27 (32): 29 Cr.L.J. 49, If rtrinnrnywr Chandra v. Emperor. 

8. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218(219):50 Bom 250:27 Cr.L.J, 4A0,Dorabshah v. Emperor. 

9. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218(219):50 Bom 250:27 Cr.L.J. 440, Dorabshahv. Emperor. 

[See (’40) AIR 1940 All 178 (180) : 41 Cr.L.J. 500 .Jagdish Narain v. Emperor.] 
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Section 205 
Notes 7-8 


refuses to grant the permission. If he wants his personal attendance, 
an order directing such attendance should he made. 10 

The power to dispense with the personal attendance of the 
accused can he exercised hy the Magistrate only so far as his own 
Court is concerned. He cannot, for instance, grant or refuse permission 
to appear through a pleader in the Sessions Court to which he 
commits the accused. 11 

8. “Pleader.” — Under the Codes of 1861 and 1872, the Court 
could, when dispensing with the personal attendance of the accused, 
permit him to appear hy an agent duly authorized. 1 Under the 
present Code, the Court can permit him to appear only hy his pleader. 
But the definition of the word “ pleader ” as now given in S. 4 (l) (r), is 
very wide and includes any person appointed by the accused with the 
permission of the Court to act in the proceedings against him. 2 In 
order that a person, other than a pleader authorized by law to practise 
in the Court, should he a “pleader” within the meaning of S.4 (l) (r), 
it is necessary that — 

(1) he should have been appointed by the accused to act for him, and 

(2) the Court should permit him to so act. 

The appointment and the permission need not, however, be 
express but may he implied from the circumstances of the case. 2a 
Thus, where the father-in-law of the accused who was unwell appeared 
in Court on her behalf and the trying Magistrate thereupon proceeded 
with the case, it was assumed that the Magistrate must have given the 
necessary permission. 3 

It is, however, generally advisable that something should be noted 
on the record to show that the person who represents the accused has 
been duly appointed by him and the Court has given the requisite 
permission for his appearance in place of the accused.* 

In the absence of an appointment hy the accused of any person 
to represent him, the mere permission of the Magistrate will not 
entitle any person to act as a pleader for the accused, and the 
Magistrate would have no jurisdiction to proceed with the case in the 
absence of the accused. 6 

Illustrations 

(1) X, the estate agent of the accused appeared in Court and was permitted by the 
Magistrate to represent the accused. It was, however, not clear that he was 
appointed by the accused to act for him in the proceeding. It was held that the 


10. (1900) 27 Cal 985 (988, 989) : 5 C W N 131, Durga Das v. Umcsh Chandra. 

11. (1S65) 2 Suth W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Eurnath Boy. 

Note 8 

1. (1862) 1862 Rat 1 (2), Beg. v. Bamachandra. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218(222):50 Bom 250:27 Cr.L.J. 440, Dorahshah v. Emperor. 
2a. See (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218 (221) : 50 Bom 250: 27 Cr.L.J. 440, Dorahshah 

v. Emperor. 

3. (’84) 1884 Rat 206 (207), Queen-Empress v. Chandrahhaga. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218(223):50 Bom 250:27 Cr.L.J. 440, Dorahshah v. Emperor. 

5. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 46 (47) : 2 Pat 793 : 24 Cr.L.J. 872, Abdul Hamidx. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 61(63) : 26 N L R 50 : 31 Cr.L.J. 284, ML Sarjiv.ML Bhimi. 
.[See (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 383 (383) : 26 Cr.L.J. 845, Ma Kin v. Emperor. (Accused 

absent throughout the proceeding and a eo-aecused allowed to represent him.)] 
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nccused could not be convicted on the plea of “guilty” made by tlie agent. 0 
(2) Tbe accused, a woman, was absent from her village and apparently without 
her knowledge, her mother-in-law appeared in Court on her behalf and was 
permitted to act for the accused. It was held that the conviction was not 
sustainablc.7 

9. Applicability to security proceedings. — This section applies 
to proceedings under S.lOG in chapter vm Division A for the reason 
that the person against whom the proceedings are taken is an accused 
person. But it does not apply to proceedings under Ss. 107 to lio, in 
chapter VIII Division B, 1 inasmuch as in such proceedings the persons 
proceeded against are not accused persons. But independently of this 
section, S. 116 provides for dispensing with the personal attendance of 
the persons proceeded against in such cases. 

10. “At any stage of the proceedings." — Where the Court 
has allowed the accused to appear by pleader, but thinks it necessary 
or desirable that the accused should be present in person for any 
particular purpose, such as for examination by the Court under s.342 
or for pleading to a charge under S. 25D, he may order tho personal 
appearance of the accused. 1 Where the accused is convicted and the 
sentence is not one of fine only, the Magistrate must, under S. 36G, 
sub-s.(2), direct the personal attendance of tho accused for hearing 
the judgment." Though at any time the Magistrate can revoke tho 
permission given to the accused to appear by a pleader, yet he should 
not do so in a trivial case such as an income-tax prosecution and on a 
trivial ground such as that the accused objects to the case being tried 
by that Magistrate and wants a transfer of his case to some other 
Magistrate. 3 

11. Revision. — Where the Magistrate has refused to excuse tho 
personal attendance of an nccused person, tho High Court will in 
proper cases interfere in revision and will dispense with his presence. 1 


6. (’2G) AIR192GBom218(222,223):50Bom250:27Cr.L.J.440,Dora6s7m/(V..Ewipcro)-. 

7. (’84) 1884 lint 205 (20G), Quccn-Emprcss v. Viihi. 

Note 9 

1. (’03) 2 Weir 54 (55), In rc Vasudcvan Tirunavibu. 

Note 10 

1. (’2G) AIR 192G Bom 218(219):50Bom 250:27 Cr.L. .1.440, Dorabshahv. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pnt 152 (153) : 19 Cr. L. J. 119 : 43 Ind Cns 407 (407), Jcwraj 

Ramjidas v. Dullavji. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 693 (G94) : 35 Cr. L. J. 879, Isliwar Das v. Bhagivan Das. 
[See (’37) 1937 Mud W N 182 (183), Nagoji v. Vccramma. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 212 (212): 35 Cr.L. J. 1035, Emperor v. Jaff ar Cassum il loosa, 
(Magistrate not bound to require personal attendance of nccused for examination 
under S. 342.)] 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Rang 73(73): 4 Rang 50G: 28 Cr.L.J. 22G, Maung Do v. Hal;a. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 272 (272) : G S L R 20G : 19 I C 544, Emperor v. Jamal Kliatun. 

[See (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 79 (79) : 45 Mad 359 : 23 Cr. L. J. 2GG, Kandamani 
Devi v. Emperor. 

(’14) 23 Ind Cas 489 (491) : 15 Cr.L.J. 281 (Cal), Raj Rajcswari Dcbiv. Emperor .] 

3. (’23) 24 Cr. L. J. 902(903) : 75 I C 150 (Cal), Dwijcndra Narain v. Emperor. 

Note 11 

1. (’84) 6 All 59 (60) : 1883 AWN 207, In re Rahim Bibi. (Pnrdannsbin lady.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 149 (150): 28 Cr. L. J. 94, ML Tirbcniv.Mt. Bhagwati. (Do.) 
(’14) 23 Ind Cas 489(491) : 15 Cr.L. J. 281 (Cal), Raj Rajesioari v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’02) 6 Cal W N lix(lix), In re Kiranchandra Roy. (Extreme illness and distance 
of Court from bouse.) 


Section 20S 
Notes 8-11 
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Section 206 


The High Court will not, however, interfere where the irregularity 
alleged is the mere omission of the Magistrate to make a record that 
he has given permission to the accused to appear by his pleader , 1 2 or 
where the case itself is an extremely trivial one . 3 

But where there is a complete absence of jurisdiction as where 
the Magistrate dispenses with the presence of the accused in a case in 
which a warrant has been issued, the High Court will set aside the 
order giving such permission . 4 

A sub-divisional Magistrate cannot, in revision, cancel the order 
of a Bench Court dispensing with the personal attendance of the 
accused. He can only forward the record to the District Magistrate who 
should, under S. 438 of the Code, refer the matter to the High Court . 5 6 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

Ob Inquiry into Cases triable by the Court 
oe Session or High Court. 


206.* (1) Any Presidency Magistrate, District 
Power to com- Magistrate, Sub-divisional Magistrate 
mit for trial. or Magistrate of the first class, or any 

Magistrate (not being a Magistrate of the third 
class) empowered in this behalf by the Provincial 
Government / may commit any person for trial to the 
Court of Session or High Court for any offence triable 
by such Court. 

(2) But, save as herein otherwise provided, no 
person triable by the Court of Session shall be 
committed for trial to the High Court. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 


Synopsis 


1. Chapter XVIII — General. 

2. Legislative changes. 

3. “ Magistrates empowered in 

this behalf.” 

4. Effect of committal by Magis- 

trate having no power of 
committal. See S. 532. 

5. “May commit.” 

6. “Triable by such Court” — Not 

only exclusively but also from 
the nature of the case. 


7. Discretion in the matter of 

committing or discharging the 
accused. See S. 213. 

8. District Magistrate’s interfer- 

ence with the discretion. 

9. Committal to Sessions Court 

having no local jurisdiction 
over the case. 

10. Quashing committal. See S. 215. 

11. Sub-section (2). 


* 1882 :S. 206; 1872 sS. 143; 1861 ; Ss. 37, 38. 


2. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218(221):50 Bom 250:27 Cr.L. J. 440, Dordbshah v. Emperor. 

3. (’84) 1884 Rat 206(206), Queen-Empress v. Chandrabhaga. 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 46 (47): 2 Pat 793:24 Cr.L.J. 8T2, Abdul H amid v. Emperor. 

5. (’37) 1937 M W N 182 (183), Nagoji v. Vceramma. (Proper procedure for a 
complainant aggrieved by order dispensing with presence of accused was to have 
requested the Magistrate to direct the personal attendance of the accused.) 
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Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Committal without evidence. See S. 208 
Notes 6, 8 and 11. 

Committal -without jurisdiction. See 
S. 531, also S. 213 Note 2. 

Coroner’s inquiry — Effect. See Note 3. 


Delegation instead of committal not 
permissible. See S. 209 Note 11. 
Objects of preliminary inquiry. See 
Note 1. 

Procedure when offence triable by two 
Courts of different grades. See Note 5. 


1. Chapter XYIII — General. — Section 193 provides that a 
Sessions Court can take cognizance of a case in the exercise of its 
original jurisdiction only when the accused has been committed to it 
for trial. Section 194 provides that the High Court may take cognizance 
of offences upon commitment made to it. This chapter specifies the 
Magistrate who may pass orders of committal, and prescribes the 
procedure to be followed by him for the purpose. 

The inquiry prescribed by the chapter is called a preliminary 
inquiry ; and before a Magistrate commits a case for trial to a Sessions 
Court, he must hold such a preliminary inquiry into the facts alleged 
against the accused 1 and satisfy himself that there is a real case for 
trial . 2 

The object of such an inquiry is two-fold : firstly, in order to 
prevent the committal of cases in which there is no reasonable ground 
for conviction, so as, on the one hand, to save the accused from the 
prolonged anxiety of undergoing a trial for offences that cannot be 
brought home to him, and, on the other, to save the time of the Court 
being wasted over cases in which the evidence would obviously not 
justify a conviction . 3 Secondly, in order to provide that no person 
shall he committed for trial without being previously made acquainted 
with the facts and circumstances of the Offence imputed to him and 
without being given a fair opportunity of meeting them . 4 

2. Legislative changes. 

- (l)Tlie words “subject to the provisions of S. 443” which originally 

occurred in the section have been omitted by the Criminal Law 


Section 206 
Notes i-2 


Section 206 — Note 1 

.1. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 195 (196) : 31 Ind Cas 347 (349, 350) : .16 Cr. L. J. 747, 
Emperor v. Bai Mahalaksiimi. 

2. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 534 (541) : 9 C W N 829, Shcobnx Bam v. Emperor. 

3. (’82) 5 All 161 (162), Lachman v. Juala. 

•(’99) 1899 All \y N 135 (136), Empress v. Dukes. (Magistrate should take all the 
evidence in support of the prosecution and on behalf of the accused.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 43 (44) : 23 Cr. L. J. 209, Ponniali Thirumali v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 778 (780) : 36 Mad 321 : 17 IG 410, Sessions Judge of Coimbatore 
v. Kumara Kangaya. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 16 (17), Queen v. Kisto Doha. 

■(’95) 1895 Rat 746 (746), Queen-Empress v. Yaja Eaiji. 

■ [ Sec also (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 222 (224) : I L R (1940) Ear 95 : 40 Cr. L. J. 818, 

Jashanmal J. Gulrajani v. Emperor. (The purpose of committal proceedings 
is not merely to place on record the case for the prosecution but to commit to 
the Court of Session for trial an offence which, after having heard the evidence 
for the prosecution and for the defence, the Magistrate thinks has been com- 
mitted.)] 

4. (’81) 4 Mad 227 (228) : 2 Weir 584, Queen v. Chinna Vedagiri. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J..877 (884) : 6 L B R 129 (FB), Emperor v. Channing Arnold. 
(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 30 (31) : 10 Beng L R 285, Quecn-Emprcssv. TaruckNath. 
f’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 14 (16) : 14 Beng L R 54, Queen v. lit. Itwarya. (So that 

■ the enquiry and committal must be for the offence with which. the accused is 
charged and not for any other offence in respect of which no inquiry was held.) 
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Amendment Act, XII of 1923, in view of the amendment of S. 413 
effected by the said amending Act. 

(2) The words “(not being a Magistrate of the third class)” were 
newly introduced into the section by the Code of Criminal Proce- 
dure (Amendment) Act, xvill of 1923. 

3. “Magistrates empowered in this behalf.” — As the section 
now stands, the following Magistrates have powers of committal — 

Presidency Magistrates; District Magistrates; Sub-divisional 
Magistrates ; Magistrates of the first class ; and Magistrates 
of the second class, if they are specially empowered by the 
Provincial Government in this behalf. 1 
Before the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII 
of 1923, even Magistrates of the third class could bo empowered to 
commit and in Madras all Magistrates had been so empowered to 
commit 2 except Tahsildar Magistrates of Taluqs, where there were 
Stationary Sub-Magistrates. 3 The introduction of the words “not being 
a Magistrate of the third class” shows that third class Magistrates 
cannot now be so empowered. 

The British Consul at Zanzibar is a Magistrate empowered to 
commit accused for trial to the High Court of Bombay. 4 

A District or sub-divisional Magistrate to whom a sub -Magistrate 
has submitted the case under S. 319 has got the power to commit the 
case to the Court of Session; 0 but he has no power to send the case 
back to the sub-Magistrate with directions to commit it. G See also 
Rotes 14 and 1G under S. 349. 

A Magistrate having power to commit does not lose the power 
merely because ho has been specially appointed to try the accused. 7 

A Presidency Magistrate’s jurisdiction to commit a case is not 
ousted by the fact that the coroner has held an inquiry and has drawn 
up an inquisition under Act IV of 1S71. S 

4. Effect of committal by Magistrate having no power of committal. 

— Sec Section 532. 

5. “May commit.” — The procedure laid down in chapter xvm 
is not confined to cases exclusively triable by a Court of Session but is 

(’81) 3 Mad 351 (353) : 2 Weir 2G9, RamaVarmaRaja v. Queen. (Court of Session 
cannot add a charge of distinct offence not supported by evidence before Magistrate.) 

Note 3 

1. Calcutta Gazette, 1873, Pt. 1, p. G7. Calcutta Gazette, 1891, Pt. 1, p. 1000. 
Punjab Gazette, 1873, p. 75. Punjab Gazette, March 9, 18S3. 

2. Fort St. George Gazette, 1873, p, 717. 

3. Fort St. George Gazette, 1893, Pt. 1, p. 579. 

4. (’79) 3 Bom 334 (339), Empress v. Dossaji Gulam Hussein. 

5. {’80) 4 Bom 240 (246), Impcratrix v. Abdulla. 

6. (’86) 10 Bom 19G (197), Queen-Empress v. Havia Tcllapa. 

7. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 517 (519) : 33 Cr. L. J. 68, E. R. Bhat v. Emperor, 

8. (’92) 16 Bom 159 (1G1), Queen-Empress v. Md. Rajudin. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 13 (18, 19, 20) : 31 Cal 1 : 7 C W X 889, Emperor v. Jogcshwar. 
(’91) 1891 Rat 540 (541), Queen-Empress v. John Paul. 
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also applicable to cases which, in the opinion of the Magistrate, ought 
to be tried by such Court. 1 In other words : 

(1) If the case is one exclusively triable by a Court of Session, the 
Magistrate must proceed under this chapter and cannot try the case 
himself. 2 And when the facts prima facie disclose such an offence the 
Magistrate should commit the case and will not be justified in trying 
the ease for deciding whether it constitutes a lesser offence. 3 

(2) Conversely, if the offence is not of a nature triable by a Court 
of Session at all, this chapter will not apply and the Magistrate must 
try the case himself. 4 


Note 5 

1. (’84) C All 477 (479) : 1884 AWN 205, Bamsundar v. Nwolam. 

2. (’98) 1898 Rat 953 (953), Queen-Empress v. Bhililii. (Offence of making false 
charge under S. 376, Penal Code.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 196 (197) : 4 Ind Cas 1134 (Mad), In rc Arumugam. (Attempt 
to commit murder.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 345 (346) : 23 Cri L Jour 456, Hasan Rasa v. Emperor. (In an 
appeal from a conviction by a Magistrate if the Sessions Judge is of opinion that 
the charge was triable by a Sessions Court, the proper course for him is to direct 
the accused to be committed for trial.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Oudli 361 (363) : 15 Cri L Jour 502, Ecsrimal v. Emperor. (Where 
a person is charged with two offences one of which is triable by a Court of Session 
and the Magistrate passed au aggregate sentence without specifying the sentences 
for each of the offences, the High Court, on a verbal objection before it for the 
first time as to the legality of the sentence, set aside the conviction and sentences 
in respect of the offence exclusively triable by a Court of Session after apportioning 
the sentence between the two offences.) 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), Ptiran v. Bhuttoo. (Offence under S. 459, Penal Code.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 476 (477), Queen-Empress v. Jobania. (Magistrate not to ignore 
aggravating circumstances and try case himself.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 2 (2), Queen v. Sohoy Dome. (Case of abduction of child for 
purposes of stealing its ornaments.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 49 (49), Shamboo Boy v. A jail Ahccr. (Dacoity.) 

(’87) 12 Mad 54 (55) : 2 W’eir 22, In re Madurai. 

(’92-96) 1 U B R 231 (231), Empress v. Nyan Nyein. (Magistrates ought not to 
give themselves jurisdiction by trying cases under S. 354, Penal Code, which 
properly come under Ss. 376 and 511, Penal Code.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 20 (20) : 8 Ind Cas 1103 (Mad), Jamal Moliomcd v. Moideensa. 
(Aggravating circumstances not to be ignored.) 

[See (’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 8 (9), In re Tarinee Prosad Bancrjee. 

(’97-01) 1 U B R 84 (84), Queen-Empress v. Nga Lu. (Practice of minimising 
seriousness of offences in order to assume jurisdiction condemned.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 280 (280) : 31 Cri L Jour 563, Balkishcn v. Emperor. (It is 
not the duty of the Court to go out of the way to find that a case exclusively 
triable by a Court of Session might arise from facts before him.)] 

[See also (’71) Weir 3rd Edn. 701 (702). 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 639 (640) : 8 Ind Cas 389 : 1910 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, Lchharaj 
v. Croion. (Fact that offence exclusively triable by Sessions Court involves 
minor offence triable by Magistrate does not empower him to try the case.) 
(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 158 (160), Queen-Empress v. Nga Than Bo. (Do.)] 

See also S. 347 Note 4. 

3. (’92) 5 C P L R Cr 38, Empress v. Atmaram Hajam. 

(’92) 5 C P L R 48 (49), Empress v. Sonhar. 

4. (’97) 19 All 465 (466) : 1897 AWN 115, Queen-Empress v. Schade. (Offence 
under the Opium Act, I of 1878.) 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 94 (95) : 3 ALJ 14 : 1906 A W N28. Emperor Y.Dharam Singh. 
(To commit summons cases to the sessions is illegal.) 

(’64) 1 Suth W R Cr L 14 (14), In re Mado Mztchi. (Commitment in cases under 
Chapter VIII is illegal.) 

(’64) 1 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), In re Indrobeer Thdba. (Section 29 of the Police Act, 
1861, makes offence triable only by Magistrate.) 


Section 206 
llote 5 
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(3) If the offence is one triable both by a Court of Session and 
by himself, the Magistrate lias a discretion to decido whether to try 
the Cflso himself or to proceed under this chapter/’ As to the proper 
exercise of discretion in such cases, see Koto 4 to S. 317. Even in cases 
not triable by the Magistrate but triable by a Court of Session or by 
some other Magistrate, ho has a discretion to decido whether to proceed 
under this chapter or to send the case for trial by the proper Magistrate/ 

If at the time a Magistrate is asked to take cognizance of a case, 
he is ah initio convinced that the case ought to be tried by a Court of 
•Session, lie must commence proceedings under this chapter. But there 
is nothing to prevent a Magistrate who started with the trial of a case 
from subsequently deciding to commit it for trial by a Sessions Court . 7 
In such cases the proceedings need not be started afresh but the 
Magistrate may proceed from where he left and continue the enquiry 
under this chapter/ 

6. “Triable by such Court”— Not only exclusively but 
also from the nature of the case. — It has been seen in Koto 5 
that in cases exclusively triable by a Court of Session, the procedure 
prescribed by this chapter must bo adopted and that in cases not so 
■exclusively triable, the Magistrate has a discretion to decide whether 
to proceed under this chapter or to try the cuso himself. In the latter 
•class of cases, the Magistrate must proceed under this chapter if in his 
opinion, the case ought to bo tried by a Court of Session. 1 As to the 
principles on which this discretion ought to bo exercised, see Koto 4 
to section 347. 

7. Discretion in the matter of committing or discharging the accused. 

— Sec .Section 213. 


•(’70) o Mad 1IC R 277 (270), i?c£ 7 - v. Dhonoghue. (Oflcncc under S. 30 of the Madras 
Act I of 18GG.) 

5. ('25) AIR 1925 Pat 755 (759) : 27 Cr. L.J. 313, 13. N. lit/, v. Shaikh Makbul. 

•(1900-’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 158 (159, 1G0), Crown v. Hoogson. (The power to try 
the case or to commit it to a Sessions Court is not taken away from Magistrate 
by the provisions of S. S (1) (a) and (b) of the Lower Burma Courts Act, 1900.) 

■(’IS) AIR 1918 Nag 141 (112) : 20 Cri L .Tour 97, Emperor v. Ilanuman. (The 
committal of a case triable exclusively by the Court of Session is not illegal 
merely because the Committing-Magistrate is himself empowered under S, 30 to 
try the case.) 

[See (’30) AIR 1930 All 2S0 (280) : 31 Cri L Jour 5G3, Balkishcn v. Emperor. 
(It is not incumbent upon a Magistrate to go out of his way to find that a case 
exclusively triable by a Court of Session might arise from facts before him, if 
they were proved.)] 

•6. (’84) G All 477 (479) : 18S4 A W N 205, Namsundar v. Nirotam. (Magistrate, 
second class, invested with powers described in S. 20G inquiring an oDence under 
S. 392, I’enal Code, and discharging the accused — Dischai-gc held valid.) 

7. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 877 (SS2, 884, 885, S88) : G L B 11 129 : 17 Ind Cas 813 
(FB), Emperor v. Channing Arnold. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 043 (644) : 15 Cr.L.J. 3GG, In re Chinnavan. (He must then 
stop proceeding with the caso as a trial and instead commit the caso under the 
provisions of Chapter XVIII.) 

8. (’80) 2 All 910 (912), Empress of India v. Ilahi Balcsh. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal GGG (GG8) : 32 Cr. L. J. 243, Panchanan Sarkar v. Emperor. 

■(’21) AIR 1921 All 148 (148) : 22 Cri L Jour 49G, Damarcha v. Emperor. 

•Seo also S. 347 Koto 5. 

Note 6 

l. (’84) G All 477 (479), Bamsundar v. Nirotam. 
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8. District Magistrate’s interference with the discretion.— 
Wlieu the inquiry is pending before a subordinate Magistrate, the 
District Magistrate has no power to order committal or otherwise 
interfere with the discretion of the former. See section 435 Note 13. 
But when a sub-Magistrate has discharged the accused, the District 
Magistrate, if satisfied that the discharge was improper, may interfere 
under s. 430 and order committal. See Notes under s. 430 and s. 437. 

9. Committal to Sessions Gourt having no local jurisdiction 
oyer the case. — As to the validity of a committal to a Sessions 
Court having no local jurisdiction in tho place whero the offence 
was committed, see s. 531 Note 2. 

When a native Indian subject who is charged with having com- 
mitted an offence in a Native State is brought to the British territory, 
he will be considered to have been “found’’ at the place to which he 
is brought and tho Sessions Court having jurisdiction in that place 
will bo competent to try tho offence . 1 

10. Quashing committal. — See Section 215. 

11. Sub-section (2). — Though this sub-section prohibits com- 
mittal to the High Court of cases triable by a Court of Session, there 
is nothing to prevent the High Court from trying cases committed to 
it by a mofussil Court, by exercising the power given to the High 
Court by S. 52G sub-s.(l). 1 

See also the undermentioned cases . 2 


207 . * The following procedure shall he 

Procedure in in- adopted in inquiries before Magis- 
cjuirics preparatory trates where the case is triable 
to commitment. exclusively by a Court of Session or 

High Court, or, in the opinion of the Magistrate, 
ought to he tried by such Court. 


1882 : S. 207; 1872 : S. 189; 1861 : S. 179. 


Note 9 

1. (’82) G Bom G22 (G25), Empress v. Magan Lall. 

Note II 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 824 (825) : 42 Mad 791 : 20 Cr.L.J.484, InrcGanapatliy 
Chctti. (High Court in original criminal jurisdiction can try cases committed to 
it instead of local Sessions Judge — Commitment is not void.) 

2. (’82) 5 Mad 33 (53):1 Weir 7, Ward v. Queen. (Inasmuch ns tlioHigh Court of 
Madras has been duly constituted a Court of original criminal jurisdiction to take 
cognizance of oSences committed by European British subjects being Christians, 
it may be that, in the absence of any special direction, a commitment to the High 

- Court of such person charged with an oGence not punishable with death or trans- 
portation for life, committed in Mysore province, would be a good commitment.) 

■(’64) 5 Suth W R Cr Cir 1. (When a European British subject and a Native 
subject are together charged with an oGence requiring the commitment of the 
former to the High Court for trial, the latter should not be committed to the 
High Court, also, but should, in the ordinary manner, be committed in the 
Sessions Court competent to try the oGence.) 


Section 206 ' 
Notes 8-11 


Section 207 
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Section 207 
Notes 1-5 


Synopsis 

1. Scope and applicability of the section. 

2. Object of preliminary enquiry in sessions cases. See S. 206 Note 1. 

3. “Ought to be tried.” See Note 4 to S. 347. 

4. Procedure where there are two or more offences one of which is 

triable only by a Court of Session. 

5. Joint inquiry — Legality of. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Grounds for committal — Connection with another ease. See S. 215. 
Procedure on direction by High Court to commit. See Note 1. 

Separate trial on joint commitment. See Note 5. 

1. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section con- 
templates a commitment to the Conrt of Session or High Court in two 
cases, (a) where the offence is exclusively triable by a Court of Session 
or High Court and (b) where the offence is triable by a Court of 
Session or High Court as well as by a Magistrate but the Magistrate 
is of the opinion that it ought to be tried by a Court of Session or 
High Court. Where an offence though triable by a Court of Session or 
High Court is neither exclusively triable by such Court nor one which 
in the opinion of the Magistrate ought to be tried by such Court, the 
Magistrate cannot commit it to the Sessions Court. 1 Where an offence 
is not triable at all by a Court of Session it cannot be committed to 
the Sessions : vide S. 206. 

A preliminary inquiry as prescribed by this chapter is not neces- 
sary where a case is committed to the Court of Session in obedience 
to the lawful orders of a superior Court. 2 

2. Object of preliminary inquiry in sessions cases. — See S. 206 Note 1, 

3. “Ought to be tried.” — See Note 4 to S, 347. 

Procedure where there are two or more offences one of 
which is triable only by a Court of Session. — Where an accused 
is charged with two or more offences one of which is exclusively triable 
or ought to be tried by a Court of Session, the procedure under this 
chapter should be followed and the proper course is to commit him 
for trial for all the offences. 1 So also, where several persons are jointly 
charged in respect of one transaction and it appears from the facts 
implicating the whole of them that one has committed an aggravated 

Section 207 — Note 1 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 551 (552): 29 Cr.L.J. 612, Emperor v. Deo Narain Mullick . 
(Such opinion must be supported by reasons.) 

See also Section 347 Note 4. 

2. (’80) 2 All 910 (912), Empress of India v. Haiti Baksh. (Appellate Court while 
setting aside conviction directed the accused to be committed to sessions.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 82 (83): 2 Rang 447:26 Cr.L.J. 1106, Nga Myaing v. Emperor, 
(Do.) 

[See (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 742 (743) : 1912 Pun Re No. 7 Cr : 17 Ind Cas 54, 
Wadhawa Singh v. Emperor .] 

[But see (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 683 (684, 685) : 33 Cri L Jour 770, Nagendranath v. 
Emperor. (Appellate Court discharging accused, but saying that if the Magis- 
trate wishes to proceed further in the matter he may commit the accused to 
the Court of Session — Preliminary enquiry under Chapter XYEU necessary 
before accused can be committed.)] 

Note 4 

1. (’21) 61 Ind Cas 1008 (100S) : 22 Cri L Jour 480 (Cal), Probodh v. Moliirn. 
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offence, which must or should be tried by a Court of Session, the 
Magistrate should commit all the accused for trial . 2 

5. Joint inquiry — Legality of. — There is no provision in the 
Code requiring a separate inquiry in respect of each person prior to 
commitment. The sections relating to joinder of charges, viz., s.233 to 
s. 239 refer to trials only. Hence, there is no objection to hold a preli- 
minary enquiry against a person jointly with others but the trial on 
commitment should be separate. 1 See also s. 233, Note G and S. 239, Note l. 


2 . 08 .* (1) The Magistrate shall, when the 
Taking of evidence accused appears or is brought before 
produced. him, proceed to hear the complain- 

ant (if any), and take in manner hereinafter provided 
all such evidence as may he produced in support of 


* Code of 1882 : S. 208 _ Sec Note 1. 

Code of 1872 : Ss. 190, 191 and 357, para. 1. 

190. When the accused person appears or is brought before the Magistrate, or 

if his personal attendance is dispensed with, when the 

vla“ a d\o l, ccs Ma " istratc tllinks fit - thc Wstmte ^ the 
evidence of the complainant, and of such persons ns 
J V ' are stated to have any knowledge of the facts which 

form the suhject-matter of the accused and the attendant circumstances, 

191. The complainant nnd the witnesses for the prosecution shall be examined 
. , „ . , in the presence of the accused person, or of his agent 

when his personal attendance is dispensed with and he 
^appears by agent. 

The accused person or his agent shall be permitted 
to exnminc and re-examine his own witnesses, and to 
cross-examine the complainant and his witnesses. 

317. In inquiries preliminary to commitment to a Court of Session or High 

In innnirics nrcliminaru Court ' tbc Mn S istrate shall procure thc attendance 
, 2 ■ of the witnesses for the prosecution as in cases 

0m1 1 usually tried upon warrant ; nnd it shnll be in his 

discretion to summon any witness offered on behalf of the accused person to answer 
or disprove the evidence against him. If the Magistrate refuses to summon a wit- 
ness so offered, he shall record his reasons for such refusal. 


presence of accused. 

Accused may cross 
examine. 


(’83) 1883 All W N 199 (199), Empress v. Bamanand. (Although there is no 
absolute prohibition in the Code as to his trying the accused for offences triable 
by him and committing him for other offences.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lali 500 (501) : 31 Cri L Jour 314, Emperor v. Ujagar Singh. 
(Four cases in which evidence was same committed to sessions — Magistrate 
competent to try two — Held, commitment order was proper.) 

(’97) 2 All 398 (400, 405), Empress of India v, Lachman Singh. 

[See (’18) AIR 1918 All 12G (126): 40 All 615: 19 Cr.L.J. 706 ,E ait Ram v. Gang a.] 
2. (’81) 1881 All WN 64(64), Empress v. Ehiali. (On the ground of convenience.) 
(’99) 2 Weir 258 (258), In rc Kathu Chcnchvgadu. 

(’68) 1 Weir 448 (449). 

Note 5 

1. (’05) 7 Bom L R 457 (458) : 2 Cri L Jour 432, Emperor v. Sita. 

(’02) 26 Mad 692 (594) : 2 Weir 262, In thc matter of Govindu. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 206 (206), Queen-Empress v. Salamatullah Khan. 

[See (’97) 1897 Rat 915 (915), Queen-Empress v. Eaghzt, Hari. (Magistrate 
charging the accused together and sending them for joint trial in one commit- 
ment — Such commitment is not illegal.)] . 

[But see (’97) 1897 Rat 925 (926), Queen-Empress v. Daulata Dhondi. 

(’68) 9SuthWR Cr 33 (35), Queen v. Durzoola. (Commitment should be separate.) 
(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 47 (52) : Beng L R Sup Yol. 750 Cr (FB), Queen v. Sheikh 
Bazu. (Failure to make separate commitment — Mere irregularity.)] 


Section 207 
Notes 4-5 
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the prosecution or in behalf of the accused, or as may 
be called for by the Magistrate. 

( 2 ) The accused shall be at liberty to cross- 
examine the witnesses for the prosecution, and in 
such case the prosecutor may re-examine them. 

( 3 ) If the complainant or officer conducting 
process for production the prosecution, or the accused, 

of further evidence. applies to the Magistrate to issue 

process to compel the attendance of any witness or 
the production of any document or thing, the Magis- 
trate shall issue such process unless, for reasons to be 
recorded, he deems it unnecessary to do so. 


( 4 ) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
require a Presidency Magistrate to record his reasons. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Object of the section. 

3. 44 When the accused appears or 

is brought before him.” 

4. 44 Shall proceed to hear.” 

5. 44 Hear the complainant (if any).” 

6. Take all such evidence. 

7. Evidence for the prosecution. 

8. Evidence for the accused. 

9. ‘‘In manner hereinafter provi- 

ded.” 

10. Sub-section (2) — Right of cross- 

examination. 

11. Sub-section (3) — Summoning of 

witnesses. 


12. Officer conducting prosecution. 

See S. 495. 

13. Procedure where after com- 

mencing case as a trial of a 
warrant or summons case, the 
Magistrate considers the case to 
be one which ought to be com- 
mitted to the sessions. See S. 347 
and Notes thereunder. 

1 4. Commitment by Civil or Revenue 

Courts in respect of offences 
committed before or brought 
under notice of such Court, in 
course of judicial proceeding. 
See S. 478 and Notes thereunder. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Committal without evidence. See Notes 6, Record of reasons. See Note 11 . 

8 and 11. 

Duty of prosecution. See Note 7. Right of reserving cross-examination. 

Evidence called for by Magistrate, See ® ee 
N° te 7. Valid reasons. See Note 11. 


Code of 1861 : Ss. 186, 193, 194 and 207. 

186. The Magistrate shall ascertain from the complainant, or otherwise, the 
Summons to a witness to f. am ? s an T P ersons who may be acquainted with 
attend and give evidence. , fa< ? ts and ca ' cumstances of the case and who are 

likely to give evidence for the prosecution, and shall 
issue his summons to such persons, requiring tbem to appear at a time and place 
mentioned in the summons before such Magistrate to testify what they know con- 
cerning the complaint made against the accused person. 

193. The Magistrate shall take the evidence of the complainant, and of such 
Examination of the com- persons as are stated to have any knowledge 

plainant and witnesses for of the facts which form the subject-matter of 
the prosecution. the accusation and the attendant circumstances. 

194. ******* 

The accused person or his agent shall be permitted to examine and re-exa- 
mine his own witnesses, and to cross-examine the complainant and his witnesses. 

Discretionary with the ± . 207 ' It; sha11 be at the discretion of the Magis- 
Magistrate to take evi- trate to summon any witness who may be oSered in 
dence for the defence behalf of the accused person to answer or disprove the 
J ' evidence against him. 
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1. Legislative changes — The Code of 1 SS 2 did not contain any 
provision corresponding to sub-s.( 2 ), though the prior Codes contained 
such a provision. The sub-section was inserted in the Code of isos. 
See Note 10, below. 

2. Object of the section. — This section is intended for the 
benefit of the accused. Its object is that the accused should be made 
aware of all the evidence that ho will have to meet on his trial and also 
that he should have a full opportunity of convincing the Magistrate 
that there are not sufficient grounds for committing him for trial. 1 

3. “When the accused appears or is brought before him.”— 
It is necessary for a preliminary inquiry under this chapter that there 
must be an accused person. Where an inquiry was held in which a 
certain person was not put in the situation of an accused person at all 
but was himself examined on solemn affirmation like other witnesses, 
and was not given any opportunity of cross-examining the other 
witnesses, and then was committed to the Court of Session on a charge 
which was the result of the inquiry, it was held that the commitment 
was illegal. 1 

The “appearance” of the accused under this section may be 
voluntary and need not be under any process issued against him 
under S.204. 2 

4. “Shall proceed to hear.” — Under s.344, the Magistrate can 
postpone the commencement of the enquiry for any reasonable cause. 

5. “Hear the complainant (if any).” — The section requires, 
that the complainant shall be heard, not necessarily examined. 1 

6. Take all such evidence. — In an inquiry under this chapter 
the Magistrate is bound, before he draws up a charge, to take all such 
evidence as may be produced (l) in sujiport of the prosecution, (2) on 
behalf of the accused or (3) as may be called for by the Magistrate, 1 
unless the evidence is irrelevant or unnecessary to prove the point in 
issue. 2 It is the duty of the [Magistrate to record the evidence fully in 
order that the accused may have ample notice of the matter with which 

Section 208 — Note 2 

X. ('12) 13 Cr. L. J. 877 (8S2, 883) : G L B R 129 : 17 I. C. 813 (FB), Emperor 
v. dimming Arnold, 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 222 (224) : I L R (1940) liar 95 : 40 Cri L Jour 818, 
Jashanmal v. Emperor.'] 

[Sec also (’81) 4 Mad 227 (227, 228) : 2 Weir 584, Queen v. diinna Ycdagiri,]. 

Note 3 

1. (’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 54 (56, 57), Queen v. EaliChurn. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Lab 389 (390):20 Cr.L.J. 3:1919 P R No. 5 Cr, Empcrorv.Mt.Ruri. 

Note 5 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 229 (230) : 30 Cr.L.J. 942, Santiram Zlandal v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 538 (539), Nga Po Sc v. Queen. 

(’02) 1LBE 348 (348), Croton v. Po Nyan. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (444) : 15 I. C. 75 (AH), Durga Butt v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 222 (224) : I L R (1940) Ear 95 : 40 Cri L Jour 818,- 
Jashanmal v. Emperor.] 

2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (444) : 15 I. C..75 (All), Durga Butt v. Emperor. 


Section 20&- 
Notes 1-6 
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ho is charged, and of the evidence by which the prosecutor seeks to prove 
the case. 3 He is not absolved from recording all the evidence produced 
under this section, even in cases where the accused has confessed his 
guilt inasmuch as such confessions are often retracted later on. 4 It 
ought to be the endeavour of the Magistrate in the inquiry under this 
section to ascertain the fact of a particular offence and collect evidence 
thereof before commitment and not to expect convictions at the Court 
of Session on a vague and multifarious evidence causing suspicion of 
several offences but yielding proof of none. 5 As to whether the inquiry 
should be directed to ascertaining the guilt or innocence of the accused 
definitely or only to find out if there are primp, facie grounds for 
believing the accused to be guilty, see Note 5 under S. 209. 

7. Evidence for the prosecution. — The object of the prosecution 
is not to secure a conviction at any cost but to see that justice is done. 
Hence it is the duty of the prosecution to call as witnesses all persons 
who have been eyewitnesses or otherwise connected with the transaction 
although the evidence of any of them may be favourable to the accused, 
and an adverse inference can be drawn from the failure to call any 
material witness. 1 But the prosecution is not under any duty to call 
witnesses whom it regards as false or unnecessary. 2 If the prosecution 
lias not sent up any material witness, it is the duty of the Magistrate 
to call such witness and examine him himself. 3 The examination of 
■the investigating police-officer is necessary in all important cases, 
•especially of murder and daeoity. 4 


(' 33) AIR 1933 All G90 (G95) : 55 All 1010 : 31 Cr. L. J. 9G7, S. H. Jhabwala v. 
Emperor. (Superfluous evidence is unnecessary.) 

3. (’38) AIR 193S Pat 579 (582) : 40 Cr. L. J. 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor . 

4. (’96) 1S9G Rat 812 (S12), Queen v. Maliadu Vithoba. 

5. (’90) 15 Bom 491 (504), Queen-Empress v. Fakirapa. 

Note 7 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 All 182 (186, 1S7) : 38 Cri L Jour 401, Francis Hector v. 
Emperor. (The mere fact that the evidence of some witnesses is expected to be 
inconsistent with that of the complainant in some respects is no justification for 
refusing to examine them as witnesses.) 

(’84) 10 Cal 1070 (1072), Queen-Empress v. Earn Sakai Loll. 

(’S2) 8 Cal 121 (124, 125) : 10 G L R 151, In the matter of Dlmnnokazi. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 257 (257) : 22 Cri L Jour 475, Tcnaram Mondal v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 545 (54G.547): lGCr.L.J. 170: 42 Cal 422, Bam v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 408 (409) : 17Cr.L.J. 2G7: 191GPRNo. 12 Cr ,Kaimi v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 500 (501) : 33 Cri L Jour 497, Lachminarain v. Emperor. 
•(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 343 (34G) : 8 Pat 625 : 30 Cri L Jour 1136, Mathura Ternary 
v. Emperor. (Prosecution has no option to choose witnesses.) 

•(’31) 1931 Mad W N 727 (728), Nagaratna Tlicvan v. Emperor. 

[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (582) : 40 Cr.L. J. 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor. 
(Evidence to be recorded fully.)] 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 475 (476) : 28 Cr.L. J. 307, Muthaya Tlicvan v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 46 (48) : 28 Cr. L. J. 86S, Parbhu v. Emperor. (Unnecessary.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 279 (2S2) : 56 Bom 434:33 Cr.L.J. 613, Vasudco v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 533 (535) : 17 Lah 176 : 37 Cri L Jour 742 (FB), Mt. 
Niamat v. Emperor. (There is nothing in S. 208 (1) or (3) which at any rate 
makes the production of all evidence necessary in the Magistrate’s Court.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 217 (224) : 24 Cri L Jour 770, Emperor v. Naroiam.] 

See also S. 252 Note 5 and S. 286 Note 6. 

•3. (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 5 (8) : 26 Cri L Jour 1589, Persliad Tewari v. Emperor, 

4. (’81) 1881 Rat 173 (173), Queen-Empress v. Bampuri. 

■See also S. 495 Note 6 and S. 540 Note 9. 



TAKING OP EVIDENCE PRODUCED 


123 :-! 


As to the right of the prosecution to abstain from examining 
some witnesses before the committing Magistrate and produce at the 
sessions trial evidence not produced in the committing Magistrate’s 
Court, see Notes under s. 23 G. 

See also the observations in the undermentioned ease’ regarding 
the precautions to be taken as regards chemical examiner’s reports 
and in proving post mortem examinations. 

8. Evidence fop the accused, — Under this section it is the 
duty of the Magistrate to take all the evidence produced by the accused 
before framing a charge. A commitment order passed without taking 
the evidence produced for the defence is illegal and liable to be quashed. 1 
It has been held in the undermentioned case 2 that the rule laid down 
in this section is limited to examination of witnesses produced by the 
defence and should not be enlarged to include witnesses whom the 
accused might be prepared to produce. 

9. “In manner hereinafter proyided.” — These words refer 
to chapter XXV. 1 

10. Sub-section (2) — Right of cross-examination. — 
Section 194 of the Code of lSGl and S. 101 of the Code of 1S72 expressly 
declared the right of the accused to cross-examine the prosecution 
witnesses before commitment. 1 The 1 SS 2 Code omitted this provision 
as a redundancy, since even under S. 103 of the Evidence Act, 1S72, 
which provides that the opposite party has the right to cross-examine 
the witnesses examined hv a party, the accused can cross-examine the 
prosecution witnesses. But this omission gave room for doubts 2 
to remove which sub-s. (2) was inserted in 1S9S. The accused is now, 
of right, entitled to cross-examine the witnesses for the prosecution 
during the preliminary enquiry before the charge is framed. 3 The 

5. ('72-92)1872-92 LBRG34(G35),A 7 <7<i Pya v. Empress. (When committing oases, 
Magistrate to take care to send up evidence to prove that n body sent to the hos- 
pital for post mortem examination is really the body of the person referred to in 
the case under trial, or, that an article analysed by the chemical examiner was 
actually the article sent to him for analysis in the case under trial.) 

Note 8 

1. (’98) 20 All 2G4 (2G5) : 1898 A W N 52, Queen-Empress v. Ahmadi. 

■(’24) AIR 1924 All 317 (318) : 4G All 137 : 25 Cr.L.J. G24, Jaswant Singhv. Emperor. 
(’04) 2G All 177 (178) : 1903 A W N 215, Emperor v. Muhammad Hadi. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Rang 299 (299) : G Rang 531 : 30 Cr.L.J. 1, Emperor v. Nga Ehaing. 
•(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 610 (G10):3GCri L Jour 410, Jliana v. Emperor. (Whether or 
not the examination of the accused’s witnesses by the Magistrate will help him, 
ho is entitled to have the witnesses examined.) 

{See (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 222 (224, 225) : ILR (1940) Ear 95 : 40 CriL Jour 818, 
Jashanmal v. Emperor. (Accused is entitled to adduce all material evidence in 
his defence — Every proper opportunity must be given to him to meet the charge.)] 

2. (’10) AIR 191G Cal 10G (10G) : 42 Cal 603 : 16 Cri L Jour 415, Emperor v. 
Surath. (Magistrate refusing application for calling further witnesses, on day on 
which order of commitment is passed — Held, this does not show that S. 208 is 
not complied with — Commitment cannot be quashed.) 

Note 9 

1. (’2G) AIR 1926 Pat 58 (59) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1475, Emperor v. Phagttnia Bhuian. 
- Note 10 

1. (’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 25 (25), Queen v. Shama Sunkar. 

2. (’94) 21 Cal 642 (GG2, 6G3), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba Sajao. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 780(780) : 51 Cal 442 : 20 Cr. L. J. 63, Jyotsna v. Emperor. 
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Section 208 refusal or omission of the Magistrate to give the accused an opportunity 

•Note 10 to cross-examine the witnesses for the prosecution is a legal flaw and 

will render the order of commitment liable to be set aside 4 unless the 
accused has reserved the cross-examination to the Sessions Court . 5 

The proper time to exercise the right of cross-examination is after 
the examination-in-chief of each witness. The accused has no right 
to reserve his cross-examination till the examination-in-ehief of all the 
prosecution witnesses is over . 6 But the Magistrate has a discretion in 
the exercise of his inherent power in suitable circumstances to allow 
the accused to reserve his cross-examination . 7 

If the Magistrate, in the exercise of his discretion, permits the 
reservation of cross-examination, he cannot then refuse to recall the 
prosecution witnesses . 8 Thus, where the accused applies for copies of 
statements made by prosecution witnesses to the police during the 
investigation with a view to cross-examine the witnesses and the 
Magistrate has ordered such copies to be furnished under S. 162, he is 
bound to postpone the cross-examination of the prosecution witnesses 
till such copies are obtained and then allow cross-examination with 
reference to such statements . 9 

A Magistrate has no power to curtail the cross-examination of 
witnesses, by directing the counsel for the accused not to put more 
than six to eight questions to each witness . 10 The cross-examination 
of the prosecution witnesses under this section need not be confined to 
matters elicited in examination-in-chief . 11 This sub-section speaks of 
the right of the accused to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses. 
But the Magistrate himself can cross-examine them if he thinks it 
necessary to do so for ascertaining the truth of the prosecution story . 12 
{vide S. 165, Evidence Act.) 

(’98) 20 All 529 (581) : 1898 AWN 152, Queen-Empress v. Brij N arainman. 
(1900-01) 5 Cal W N 110 (112), In the matter of Sarjya Narain Singh. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 754(755): 57 Cal 945:32 Cr.L.J. 182, Nanooram v. Fulcliand. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 780 (780) : 51 Cal 442 : 26 Cr.L.J. 63, Jyotsna Nath v. Emperor „ 

4. See cases cited in foot-note 3 above. 

5 . (’91) 2 Weir 260 (260), In re Saradhi Nailco. 

6. (’19) AIR 1919 L B 159 (160) : 9 L B R 109 : 19 Cr.L.J. 327, Tambi v. Emperor . 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (445) : 15 I C 75 (All), Durga Dutt v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593 (595) : 57 Cal 44 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1107, G. V. Raman v. 
Emperor. (Where Magistrate asked the accused to cross-examine each witness 
before he left his box and they persistently refused to cross-examine the witnesses 
and a prayer to reserve cross-examination till a later stage was refused, held the 
Magistrate had committed no error of law.) 

(’14) 15 Cr. L. J. 29 (30) : 22 I C 173 (Mad), In re Mohamed Kasim. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 517 (518) : 33 Cr. L. J. 68, K. R. Bhat v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243 (245) : 6 Pat 329 : 28 Cr.L.J. 709, Sasdat Mianv. Emperor. 

7. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593(595):57 Cal 44:30 Cr.L.J. 1107, G. V. Raman v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243(245) : 6 Pat 329 : 28 Cr.L.J. 709, Sasdat Mianv. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 L B 159 (160) : 9 L B R 109 : 19 Cr. L. J. 327, Tambi v. Emperor. 

8. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 754(755):57 Cal 945:32 Cr.L.J. 182, Nanooramv. Fulchand. 

9 . (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243 (246) : 6 Pat 329 : 28 Cr. L. J. 709, Sasdat v. Emperor. 

10. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (445) : 15 I C 75 (All), Durga Dutt v. Emperor. 

[But sec (’29) AIR 1929 Sind 137 (139) : 23 Sind L R 340 : 30 Cr.L.J. 845, Emperor 
v. Walidino. (Magistrate not to allow unnecessarily lengthy cross-examination.)] 

11. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 34 (35) : 6 Beng L R App 88, Queen v. Ishan Dutt. 

12 . (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 195(196): 16 Cr.L.J. 747, Emperor v. Bai Mahalaxmi. 
(’84) 7 All 160 (162) : 18S4 AWN 314, Queen-Empress v. Eallu. 
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As to whether tlio accused is entitled to cross-examine the pro- 
secution witnesses after the charge is framed, see Note 7 under s. 213. 

As to the right of the accused to cross-examine in cases commenced 
as trials but subsequently considered by Magistrate to bo fit to bo 
committed to sessions, sec S.317 Noto 5. 

11. Sub-s. (3) — Summoning of witnesses. — Under this 
sub-section, the Magistrate is bound to issue process for the attendance 
of any witness or the production of any document when such process 
is applied for, cither by the prosecution or the accused 1 unless ho 
deems it unnecessary to do so. 2 If ho refuses to issue process, ho must 
record his reasons for his refusal and an omission to record such 
reasons is an illegality and the subsequent order, cither of discharge, 
or of commitment is liable to be set aside. 3 Inordinate delay in 
applying for summons is a proper reason to refuse process.' 1 So also, if 
it is brought to the notice of the Magistrate that the witnesses were 
summoned for the purpose of causing vexation to those witnesses, the 
Magistrate can refuse to issue summons.’ But the Magistrate should 
not refuse to call evidence on behalf of the accused merely because he 
will have ample opportunity to produce evidence later on, when ho is 
committed to the sessions. 0 If the Magistrate has exercised his discro 
iion and recorded his reasons for such refusal, the revisional Court 
will not interfere with it unless the reason appears on the face of it to 
be untenable." A Magistrate is bound to take the evidence of the 
witnesses summoned under this section. 8 

As to the power of the Magistrate to require process fees and 
other fees, see Notes to s. 5-1-1. 

12. Officer conducting prosecution. — See Section -l!). - ). 

13. Procedure where after commencing case as a trial of a warrant or 
summons case the Magistrate considers the case to be one which ought to 
be committed to the sessions. — See S. 347 and Notes thereunder. 


Note II 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 All 317 (318) : 40 All 137 : 25 Cr.L.J. 024, Jaswanl v. Emperor. 
(’03) 20 All 177 (176) : 1903 A \V N 215, Emperor v. .Muhammad Eadi. 

[See (’27) 99 Ind Cns 599 (GOO) : 2S Cr. L. J. 107 (Lab), Eira Singh v. Emperor , 
(Court should make every attempt to secure the evidence of persons whose evi- 
dence is extremely important for the case, either by procuring their attendance 
or by having their evidence taken on commission.)] 

2 . (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 778 (780) : 17 I C 410 : 30 Mad 321, Sessions Judge of 
Coimbatore v. hmnudi Eumara Eangaya. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243 (247) : 0 Pat 329:28 Cr.L.J. 709, Sasdat Mianv. Emperor. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 102 (102, 103) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1327, Eanda v. Sangaiya. 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 209 (272), Emperor v. Ycllappa Durgaji Jadhaio. 

(’10) AIR 1910 Cal 100 (100): 10 Cr.L.J. 415(415) : 42 Cal G08, Emperor v.Suratlu 

5 . (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 652 (652) : 29 Cr. L. J. 725, Saminatha v. Eupusami. 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 222(224) : I L R (1940) Kar 95:40 Cr. L. J. 818, Jashan- 
mal v. Emperor. 

7 . (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 2G9(271):30 Cr.L.J. 1060, Emperor v. Ycllappa Durgaji. 
[But see (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243 (247) : 0 Pat 329 : 28 Cr. L. J. 709, Sasdat Mian 

v. Emperor. (High Court in revision is not at all concerned as to whether the 
reasons given would have appealed to another person or not.)] 

8. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (444) : 15 I C 75 (All), Durga Dutt v. Emperor. 
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Section 209 


14. Commitment by Civil or Revenue Courts in respect of offences 
committed before or brought under notice of sucfi Court in course of 
judicial proceeding. — See S. 478 and Notes thereunder. 


209 .* (1) When the evidence referred to in 
when accused person section 208, sub-sections (1) and 
to be discharged. has been taken, and he has 

(if necessary) examined the accused for the purpose 
of enabling him to explain any circumstances appear- 
ing in the evidence against him, such Magistrate 
shall, if he finds that there are not sufficient grounds 
for committing the accused person for trial, record 
his reasons and discharge him, unless it appears to 
the Magistrate that such person should be tried 
before himself or some other Magistrate, in which 
case he shall proceed accordingly. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
prevent a Magistrate from discharging the accused at 
any previous stage of the case if, for reasons to be 
recorded by such Magistrate, he considers the charge 
to be groundless. 


* Code of 1882 : S. 209. 


SOD. When the evidence referred to in S. 208, paras. 1 and 2, has been taken, 

When accused person and - lie bas cxamined - the accused for thc P ur P ose of 
io be discharged. 


enabling him to explain any circumstances appearing 
in the evidence against him, such Magistrate shall, if 
he finds that there are not sufficient grounds for committing the accused person 
for trial, discharge him, unless it appears to the Magistrate that such person 
should be tried before himself or some other Magistrate, in which case be. shall 
proceed accordingly. 

. Nothing in this section shall be deemed to prevent a Magistrate from 
discharging the accused at any previous stage of the case if, for reasons to be 
recorded by such Magistrate, he considers the charge to be groundless. 

Code of 1872 : S. 195, para. 1 and Expl. III. 

1D5. When a Magistrate finds that there are not sufficient grounds for 
When accused verson commiltin 6 tbe accused person to take his trial before 
to be discharged. 


the Court of Session or High Court, or for remanding 
him, he shall discharge him, unless it appears to the 
Magistrate that such person should be put on his trial before himself, in which 
case he shall proceed under chapters XVI, XVII or XVIII of this Act. 

* * * * * * * 

Explanation III. — An order of discharge cannot be made until the evidence 
of the witnesses named for the prosecution has been taken. 

Code of 1861 : S. 225. 

Magistrate finds that there are not sufficient grounds for 
committing the accused person to take his trial before 
the Court of Session or for remanding him, he shall 
discharge him, unless it shall appear to the Magistrate 
that such person should be put on his trial before himself, in which case he shall 
proceed under chapter XIV of this Act. 


SS5. When a 

When accused 
to be discharged. 


person 
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Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “When the evidence referred 

to in S. 208, sub*ss. (I) and (3) 
has been taken." 

4. Examination of the accused. See 

S. 312 and Notes thereunder. 

5. Sufficient grounds for commit- 

ting the accused. 

6. “Shall discharge him.” 

7. Effect of order of discharge. 

8. Power of Magistrate to award 

compensation to accused on 


discharge. See S. 232 and Notes 
thereunder. 

9. Recording reasons for discharge. 

10. Order by superior Court for 

further inquiry or commitment 
to sessions. See 8s. 435 to -139 
and Notes thereunder. 

11. “Unless it appears ... accord- 

ingly-”. 

12. Sub-section (2) — Discharge with- 

out completing inquiry where 
charge is groundless. 

13. Revision. See Ss. 435 to 439 and 

Notes thereunder. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Committal when to he made. SeeS. 20G 
Notes 5 and G. 

Committal when not to be made. See 
S. 206 Note 6. 

Competency to give evidence after dis- 
charge. See Note 7. 

Discharge without any evidence. See 
S. 20S Note 6. 

Graver offences— Committal preferable. 
See S. 206 Note 6. 


Magistrate’s duty. See Notes 5 and 6. 

See also S. 208 Note 6. 

Major and minor offences. See Note 6, 
Question of mere probabilities or com- 
plicated questions — Committal prefer- 
able. See S. 206 Note 6. 

Refusal of Magistrate to enquire. See 
S. 20S Notes 8 and 11. 

Scope of enquiry. See Notes 5 and 6. 


i. Legislative changes. 

Differences between Codes of 1861 and 1S72 — 

(1) The words “or High Court” were added after the words “Court 
of Session” in the Code of 1S72. 

(2) If the Magistrate should hold that the accused person should be 
tried before himself, the Code of 1861 provided that he should 
proceed under chapter 14 thereof which related to the procedure 
to be followed in the trial of warrant cases; but the Code of 1872 
provided that in such circumstances the Magistrate should 
proceed under chapters 16, 17 or 18 thereof (which laid down the 
procedure for the trial of summons cases and warrant cases and 
for summary trials respectively). 

(3) Three explanations were added to the section in the Code of 1872. 
Explanation I provided that, except in compoundable cases, the 
absence of the complainant was not in itself a sufficient ground 
of discharge. Explanation II provided that a discharge was not 
equivalent to an acquittal and did not bar the revival of a 
prosecution for the same offence. Explanation ill provided that 
an order of discharge could not be made until the evidence of all 
the •witnesses named for the prosecution had been taken. 

Changes made in 1882 — 

(1) The words relating to the taking of evidence referred to in S. 208 
and the examination of the accused were added at the beginning 
of the section. 

( 2 ) The words “before the Court of Session or High Court, or for 
remanding him” which occurred after the words “for committing 
the accused person to take his trial” in the Code of 1872 were 
omitted. 


Section 209 
Rote 1 
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(3) The words “or some other Magistrate” after the word “himself” 
were added in the Code of 18S2. 

(4) The three explanations to the section referred to above which 
..occurred in the Code of 1872 were omitted. 

(5) The second paragraph to the section, providing for the discharge 
of the accused before completely taking the evidence for the 
prosecution and the defence, was added. 

Changes made in 1898 — 

(1) The words “if necessary” were added after the words “he has” 
and before the words “examined the accused.” 

(2) The words requiring reasons to be recorded for an order of 
discharge under sub-s.(l) were added. 

2. Scope of the section. — This section specifies the procedure to 
be adopted where, after the evidence referred to in S. 208 has been taken, 
the Magistrate finds that there are not sufficient grounds for commit- 
ting the accused. Where there are sufficient grounds, a charge should be 
framed under S. 210. There may be a further examination of witnesses 
after the charge is framed (Ss. 211 and 212), and, if the Magistrate is 
satisfied after such examination that there are not sufficient grounds 
for committing the accused to the Court of Session, he can cancel the 
charge and discharge the accused (s.213, sub-s.(2)). 

The provisions of this section may be compared with those of 
S. 253 which deals with the discharge of an accused person in the trial 
of warrant cases. The following are the chief points of distinction 
between the two sections : 

(1) The ground of discharge under this section is that the Magistrate 
holds that there are not sufficient grounds for committing the 
accused person for trial ; under S. 253 the ground of discharge is 
that the Magistrate holds that no case has been made out against 
the accused which, if unrebutted, would warrant his conviction. 

(2) The order of discharge under this section is passed after the 
evidence for the prosecution as well as that for the defence has 
been taken; while under S. 253 the order of discharge is passed 
before the evidence for the defence is taken. 

(3) Under sub-s.(2) of s. 209, as well as of S. 253 the Magistrate can 
discharge the accused even before the whole of the evidence referred 
to in sub-s.(l) of the respective sections has been taken. But 
under S. 209 the Magistrate must record the reasons whether the 
order of discharge is under sub-s.(l) or under sub-s.(2) ; while 
under S. 253 no reasons need be recorded for an order of discharge 
under sub-s.(l) though reasons have to be recorded in case of 
discharge under sub-s.(2). 

(4) There is no provision in the trial of warrant cases for cancelling 
a charge once framed and for discharging the accused. There is 
such a provision in the case of preliminary enquiries in sessions 
cases (s. 213). 

3. “When the evidence referred to in S. 208, sub-ss. (1) and 
(3) has been taken.” — Except in cases coming under sub-s.(2) the 
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Magistrate must bear all the evidence referred to in S, 203, snb-ss.(l) 
and (3), before be can consider whether there are, or are not, sufficient 
grounds for commitment. 1 Such evidence includes evidence both for 
■the prosecution as well as the defence and, hence, it is not open to a 
Magistrate merely on the evidence for the prosecution and before he 
has taken the evidence for the defence, to consider whether there are 
sufficient grounds for committing the accused. la The contrary view 2 
though tenable under the Codes of 1S72 and 1S61 3 cannot be considered 
good law under the present Code in view of the express language of 
this section. 

Under sub-s.(3) of S. 20S, if the prosecution or the accused applies 
to the Magistrate to issue summons for the attendance of any witnesses 
whose evidence may be desired, it is open to the Magistrate to refuse 
the application, if he thinks fit to do so. This section by requiring the 
Magistrate to take the evidence referred to in sub-s.(3) of S. 20S before 
■considering if there are sufficient grounds for committing the accused 
■does not deprive him of the discretion he has under that sub-section to 
refuse to summon any witness whom a party may desire to summon. 1 

Although it is open to an accused to insist on giving his evidence 
before the Magistrate frames a charge against him or decides to 
discharge him, yet, an accused is not bound to tender any evidence in 
the preliminary inquiry and his refusal to produce any evidence in 
such inquiry cannot give rise to any adverse inference against him. a 

Sub-section (2) expressly reserves the power of the Magistrate to 
discharge an accused person even before he has taken any evidence, if 
he finds that the charge is groundless. See Note 12. 

4. Examination of the accused See S. 342 and Notes thereunder. 


Section 209 — Note 3 

l.i (’03) 20 All 5G4 (567) : 1904 AWN 125 : 1 A L J 292 : 1 Cr.L. J. 510, Fcitlu v. Fattu. 
•(’99) 1899 All W N 135 (135, 130), Empress v. Dukes. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (444) : 15 I. G. 75 (All), Durga Dutt v. Emperor. 

•(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Eul 538 (539), Nga Po Sc v. Queen-Empress. 

' [ Sec (’74) 1874 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 29 (30), Nilial Singh v. Mohamda. (Order of 
discharge without examining the witnesses named for the prosecution should not 
ordinarily he made). 

(’79) 3 Cal L R 263 (264), Ishcn Chunder v. Hvry Loyal. (Order discharging 
the accused without examining principal witness is bad.) 

•(’76) 1876 Eat 100 (101), Beg. v. Sita. 

(’77) 1877 Eat 121 (121). (Act X of 1872 did not prevent the discharge of an ac- 
cused person if all the witnesses named for the prosecution who are forthcoming 
and accessible have been examined.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W E Cr 65 (65), Queen v. R. Anderson. (Magistrate was bound to 
' record specially the evidence on which he thought the commitment justifiable.)] 
la. (’28) ATE 1928 Bang 299 (299) : 6 Rang 531 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1, Emperor v. Nga. 
Khaing. (Committing Magistrate is bound to consider the defence evidence if it 
is tendered and omission on his part to do so is not a mere irregularity but an 
illegality.) 

■2. [ See (’ll) 12 Cr.L. J. 20 (20) : 8 I. C. 1103 (Mad), Jamal Mahomed v. Moidccn 
Sa Roivther. (Case exclusively triable by the Sessions Court— Prima facie case 
for committal made out — Ordinarily defence evidence should not be gone into.)] 
3. (1865) 2 Suth W E Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Hamath Roy. 

•4. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 778 (779, 780) : 36 Mad 321 : 17 I. C. 410, Sessions Judge of 
Coimbatore v. Iminudi Kumara. 

■5. (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 292 (295) : 28 Cr. L. J. 611, Kumar Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Accused is not bound to disclose his defence in a preliminary enquiry.) 


Section 209 
Notes 3-4 
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5, Sufficient grounds for comrftitting the accused. — In 

commitment proceedings, what the Magistrate has to see is whether 
there are sufficient grounds for commitment and not whether there are 
sufficient grounds for conviction. Hence, where there is a prima facie 
case for commitment the Magistrate is bound to commit the accused 
and is not empowered to enter into nice questions of the probabilities 
of the case and discharge the accused on the ground that in his opinion 
the evidence is not sufficient to sustain a conviction . 1 But, in order to 
satisfy himself that there are sufficient grounds for committing the 

Note 5 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 372(373,37 4): 40 Cr.L.J. 951, Ahberally v. Ali Md. (Magistrate 
must consider whether conviction is possible and not whether it is probable.) 
(’38) 1938 M W N 819 (820), Paltu Mudali v. Emperor. (Magistrate to consider 
whether conviction is possible on the evidence.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 373 (373) : 38 Cr. L. J. 659, Ishag v. Emperor. (Magistrate, in 
a case of conflicting and doubtful evidence, ought to commit it for trial however 
unevenly balanced evidence may be in his opinion — He cannot usurp functions 
of Sessions Court.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 654 (655) : 3S Cr. L. J. 703, Ella Bcddiv. Emperor. (If there 
merely exists in his mind a reasonable doubt as to the truth or otherwise of the 
evidence before him, he should commit the accused for trial and leave the Ses- 
sions Court to appreciate the evidence for itself.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 137 (141) : 59 Bom 125 : 36 Cr. L. J. 643 (FB), Bamchandra 
Babaji v. Emperor. (27 Bom 84 approved.) 

(’87) 11 Bom 372 (374), Empress v.NamdevSatvaji. (Magistrate ought to commit, 
when there is enough credible evidence to put the party on his trial.) 

(’0G) 4 Cr. L. J. 66 (67) : 28 All 705 : 1906 AW N 191, Raw Khilawanv. Emperor . 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 56 (57) : 26 All 227 : 1904 A W N 3, Chiranji Lai v. Bam Lai. 
(’71) 3 N W P H C R 27 (27), Queen v. Maha Singh. 

(’83) 6 All 40 (42) : 18S3 A W N 186, Engross v. Bam Lai Singh. 

(’03) 26 All 564 (567) : 1904 A W N 125 : 1 A L J 292 : 1 Cr. L. J. 510, Fattu v. 
Fattu. (Magistrate has no power to declare the accused guilty or innocent of the 
offence with which he is charged.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 All 126 (126) : 40 All 615 : 19 Cr. L. .1. 706, Hail Bam v. Ganga 
Sakai. (S. 209 does not empower Magistrate to write a judgment.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 9 (10) : 21 Cr. L. J. 61, Salidco v. Sarjoo. 

(’03) 27 Bom 84 (89) : 4 Bom LR 779, Emperor \\ Y arjwandas. (It is not necessary 
that Magistrate should satisfy himself fully of the guilt of the accused before 
making a commitment,) 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 279 (282) : 49 All 443 : 2S Cr.L.J. 281, Emperor \. Allah Mahr. 
(If the evidence is balanced then it is a matter to be tried and it is his duty to 
commit for trial.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 692 (694) : 8 I C 631 (Bom), In re Bai Parvati. (Wheren Magis- 
trate entertains a doubt about weight and quality of evidence, the task of resolving 
the doubt should be left to Sessions Court.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 528 (528) : 27 Cr. L. J. 509, Kasim AliwSaradaEripa. (Do.) 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 40 (41) : 21 Cr. L. J. 10, More Ali v. Emperor. (Magistrate’s 
opinion that the story told by the complainant is exaggerated is no ground for 
not committing for trial before Court of Session.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 039 (640) : 51 Cal 849 : 26 Cr. L. J. 117, Tarapada Biswasv. 
Kalipada. (Magistrate can form his opinion about credibility of witnesses but he 
cannot closely criticise their evidence.) 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 263 (265) : 1908 P R No. 14 Cr, Hazara v. Bishcn. (The words 
"sufficient grounds” in S. 209 do not mean sufficient grounds for convicting,). 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 337 (338) : 4 Lab 69 : 25 Cr. L. J. 23S, Maulu v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 403 (404) : 30 Cr. L. J. 234, Emperor v. Wafadar. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 529 (544, 545) : 21 I. C. 129 (Mad), National Bank of India v. 
Kothandarama. (Magistrate is not entitled to draw inferences from the evidence.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 277 (278) : 28 Cr. L. J. 120, Chinnammal v. Konda Beddy. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1061 (1062, 1063) : 48 Mad 874 : 26 Cri L Jour 1570, In re 
Manicka Pandayachi. 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 52 (52) : 21 Cr. L. J. 318, Makhniv . Farzand Ali. (Magistrate 
finding that one or other of accused was concerned in the affair but discharging. 
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accused for trial by a Sessions Court, the Magistrate is entitled to Section 209 

•weigh the evidence from that point of view * 2 and if he finds that the Note 5 
evidence against the accused is totally untrustworthy 3 and that there 

on ground that there was not sufficient evidence justifying a conviction — Held 
that he ought not to discharge.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Rat 591 (592) : 21 Cr. L. .7. 202, Balmalcund Das v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 94 (96) : 43 Mad 330 : 21Cr.L. J.91, In rc Gandi Apparazu. 

(Committing Magistrate discharging the accused by giving him ‘‘benefit of doubt” 

— Held Magistrate was not entitled to discharge the accused.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 M ad 1220 (1227. 1223) : 10 Cr.L.J. 307 . Xarasanpnmia v. Kararamia. 


I f 







('93)1893 Pun Re No.lCr,p.4(5) (FB),Mangal Singh x. Empress. (Magistrate is bound 
to consider whether the evidence discloses the existence of any of the general or 
special exceptions contained in Penal Code.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 1G7 (1GS) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1189, Chedda Khan v. Emperor. 
(’03) 1903 Pun L R No. 148, p. 408 (409), King-Emperor v. Mali. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 137 (139) : 30 Cr. L. J. 845 : 23 Sind L R 340, Emperor v. 
Walidiilo. (Magistrate is not justified in allowing long cross-examination of wit- 
nesses as he has only to find whether there was a prima facie case for committing 
to the sessions or not.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 99 (103):31 Cr.L.J. 117:24 S L R 9G, Nur Khan v. Emperor. 
(’72-92) 1 L B R 348 (348), Crown v. Po Nyam. 

(’ll) 13 Cr. L. J. 688 (688) : 1G I. C. 336 (Cal), Fazar Ali v. Mazharulla. 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 86 (87) : 16 Cr. L. J. 139, Mangat Bai v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 220 (220, 221):29Cr.L.7.9S7, Burjorji Xoicroji v. Emperor. 
(’81) 2 Weir 652 (653). 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 366 (368) : 36 Cr. L. 3. 1103, Alopi Din v. Emperor. (Magis- 
trate not to weigh evidence or give benefit of doubt to accused but to see whether 
there is sufficient evidence to commit.) 

(See (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 39 (39) : 34 Cr. L. J. 39, Mahamad Khan v. Emperor. 
(Evidence both against and in favour of accused — Magistrate committing to 
sessions deliberately leaving it to Sessions Court to decide ns to reliability of the 
evidence — Commitment not quashed.)] 

[See also (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 607 (611) : 59 Cal 275 : 33 Cr. L. J. 3, Slier Singh 
v. Jilcndranatli Sen. (Prima facie case is not the same thing as “proof,”)] 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 372 (373) : 40 Cri L Jour 051, Akber ally v. Ali Mahomed. 
(’38) 1938 31 W N 819 (820), Pattu Mudali v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 654 (655) : 38 Cr. L. J. 703, Ella Bcddi v. Emperor. (Magis- 
trate is not precluded from finding that prosecution case is false.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 12 (13) : 38 Cri L Jour 427, Fazal Bazak v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 137 (138) : 59 Bom 125 : 30 Cr. L. J. 643 (FB), Bamcliandra 
Babaji v. Emperor. 

3. (’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 519 (524):2G All 564:1904 AWN 125:1 ALT 292, Fattu v. Fattu. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 43 (44) : 23 Cri L Jour 209, Ponniah Tirumdlai Vandayya 

v. Emperor. (To hold otherwise would be to make the preliminary enquiry 
directed by the Code a mere matter of form, while it is intended to be a safeguard 
against false or frivolous cases being sent up for trial and innocent men from 
being put to the trouble and expense of undergoing a trial in the Court of Session.) 
(’38) 1938 M W N 819 (820), Pattu Mudali v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 3Iad 654 (655) : 38 Cri L Jour 703, Ella Beddi v. Emperor. (He 
should not, of course, require, in cases triable exclusively by the Court of Session, 
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are not sufficient grounds for commitment , 4 lie is bound to discharge 


(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 213 (215) : 9 Bom L R 225, Emperor v. Rawji Hari. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 158 (1G1, 1G2) : 57 Bom 430 : 34 Cr. L. J. 5G4, Emperor v. 

Parashram Bhika. (Overruled in A I R 1935 Bom 137 (FB), on another point.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal G39 (G40) : 51 Cal 849 : 2G Cr.L.J. 117, Tarapada v.Kalipada. 
('26) AIR 1926 Cal 528 (528) : 27 Cri L Jour 509, Kasim Ali v. Sarada Kripa. 
(’02-03) 7 Cal W N 77 (79), Ilarbans Singh v. Falcir Das. 

(’99) 1S99 All W N 135 (135), Empress v. Dukes. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 751 (752) : 8 I. C. 1044 (Lali), Mir Abdullah v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. IS (19) : 4 I. C. G12 : 1909 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, Sultani v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 279 (279) : 23 Cr. L. J. G01, Ahmed v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 337 (338) : 4 Lah G9 : 25 Cr. L. J. 238, Maulu v. Emperor. 
(’26) 92 Ind Cas 450 (451) : 27 Cr. L. J. 274 (All), Ratan Mani v. Hans Ram. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 46 (48) : 21 Cr. L. J. 328, Tincouri v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 279 (280) : 25 Cr.L.J. 10S9, Munshi Mandcr v. Karu Mandcr. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 424 (425) : 15 Cr. L. J. 373, In re Damappa Pillai. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. G92 (G93, 694) : 8 I. C. 631 : 35 Bom 1G3, In re Bai Parwati. 
<’1G) AIR 191G Mad 1226 (1227, 1228) : 16 Cr. L. J. 307 (308), Narasappayya v. 

N arasayya, (Magistrate may examine varying statements of the witnesses for 
. prosecution in order to adjudge on their credibility.) 

(’18) AIR 191S U B 11 (11, 12) : 3 U B R 29 : 19 Cr. L. J. 102, Nga Hmyin v. 
Emperor. (Proposition laid down in 9 Cal W N 829 is too wide and is inconsis- 
tent with provisions of sub-s.{2) of S. 213.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 5 (6) : 15 Sind L R 1 : 22 Cr.L.J. 570, AidasTckchand v. Saban. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Oudli 167 (168) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1189, Chhcda Khan v. Emperor. 

(Magistrate not bound to commit where conviction is impossible.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 74 (78) : 4 Rang 471 : 28 Cr.L.J. 219, Maung Htin Gyaw v. 
Mating Po Scin. 

(’03) 1903 Pun L R No. 148, p. 408 (409), Iiing-Empcror v. Mali. 

(’81) 1 Weir 288 (289). (Where there is not sufficient evidence to warrant a commit- 
ment, the Magistrate is not justified in making a commitment.) 

■(’91) 2 Weir 260 (261), Sankaraya v. Kcralal Subba Aiya. (Where Magistrate had 
doubted whether any offence had been committed at all, he was justified in dis- 
charging the accused.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N GS3 (683, GS4), V enkataswami v. Bayya Chimpiri. 

■(’31) 1931 Mad W N 116 (117, 118), Chandrakasi Malavairaycr v. Emperor. 
(Defence evidence showed that prosecution witnesses could not be believed — Dis- 
charge of accused is justified.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 491 (491) : 20 I. C. 747 (All), Shahzad v. Emperor. 

•(’24) AIR 1924 All GG4 (665) : 46 All 537 : 25 Cr.L.J. 795, Ganpat Lai v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 All G70 (670, 671) : 27 Cr. L. J. 2, Akbar Ali v. Raja Bahadur. 
(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 16 (16), Queen v. Kristo Doha. 

[See (’2G) AIR 1926 Pat 5 (8) : 26 Cr. L. J. 15S9, Pcrshad Tcwari v. Emperor.] 
4. (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 137 (138, 141, 143) : 59 Bom 125 : 36 Cr. L. J. 643 (FB), 
Ramchandra Babaji v. Emperor. 

•(’S4) 1884 All W N 14 (14), Empircss v. Sumer. (Insufficient evidence — Discharge 
justified.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 664 (GG5) : 4G All 537 : 25 Cri L Jour 795, Ganpat Lai v. 

Emperor. (Magistrate satisfied that prosecution was baseless.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 746 (746), Empress v. Vaja Raiji. 

(’72) 19 Suth W R Cr 49 (51), Rajah Nilmoncc v. Ooma Churn. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 279 (280) : 23 Cri L Jour 601, Ahmed v. Emperor. 

(’99) 1S99 All W N 135 (135), Empress v. Dukes. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 715 (716) : 16 Cri L Jour 5 (7), Srccmanta Chatter jee v. 
Surcndra Nath. (Magistrate is bound to discharge an accused if he believes that 
he has committed no offence.) 

(’78) 1878 Pun Re No. 35 Cr, p. 86 Croton v. Fakir Ali. (Evidence conjectural — But 
the ease committed on the ground that case was serious — Commitment was 
quashed.) 

(’91) 2 Weir 255 (257), Chinnasamy Naidu v. Vccriah Naidu. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 534 (549) : 9 OWN 829, Shco Bux Ram v. Emperor. (Mere 
suspicion, even strong suspicion, is not enough for commitment.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 482 (484) : 34 Cri L Jour 1201, Mt. Inoyia v, Harbans Prasad. 
(If the Magistrate discharges the accused in such a case the Magistrate cannot be 
said to usurp the functions of a trial Court.) 
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the accused under this section. See also Notes to s.437, and the 
undermentioned cases. 5 

6. “Shall discharge him.” — It has been seen in Note 5 that 
when the Magistrate finds that there are no sufficient grounds for 
committing the accused, he is hound to discharge him. Hence, where 
in a proceeding against A some of the witnesses say that the offcnco 
was committed hy B, the Magistrate should not suspend the proceed- 
ing against A and go on with the case against B, with a view to 
commit either the one or the other of them. The Magistrate should go 
on w r itli the inquiry against A, and proceeding should not be started 
against B until A is either convicted, acquitted or discharged. 1 

It has been held that an order of discharge may be presumed to 
have been made though there is no formal order on the record. 2 
Similarly, it has been held that where a person is charged with a 
major offence and the Magistrate, finding that such a charge does not 
lie, frames a charge for a minor offence and proceeds on the basis of 
such charge, his proceeding amounts to a discharge of the accused 
with reference to the major offence so as to enable a Court of revision 
to direct a further inquiry or a commitment to the sessions. 3 But, where 
the prosecution did not press for a charge being framed for a major 
offence, the mere fact that the accused has been charged with a minor 
offence does not mean that he has been discharged in respect of the 
major offence. 4 

7. Effect of order of discharge, — An order of discharge does 
not operate as an acquittal and does not bar a fresh trial of the 
accused for the same offence (s. 403). But the person discharged is no 
longer an accused person and the disqualification of an accused person 
to give evidence in his own case does not attach to him. 1 A discharge 
is also such a termination of a prosecution as would entitle the 


[See (’32) AIR 1932 Rang 193 (194) : 10 Bang 495 : 34 Cri L Jour 187, Emperor 
v. Mating Chit Sen.] 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 253 (254, 255) : 40 Cri L Jour 392, Palaniappa Thevan v. 
Earuppa Gounden. (Magistrate in preliminary inquiry of dacoity case discharg- 
ing accused as no prima facie case made out against them — Magistrate acting 
properly in assessing evidence — Sessions Judge who took different view held 
acted improperly in ordering commitment of accused for dacoity without specific 
.finding of prima facie evidence of dacoity.) 

(’73) 1873 Bat 73 (73), Beg. v. Sangapa. (Magistrate not justified in discharging 
. an accused person merely because he had been illegally arrested by the police.) 
(’74) 1874 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 29, Nihal Singh v. Mohainda. (Offence disclosed 
different from oSence complained — No ground for discharge.) 

Note 6 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Sind 17 (17) : 30 Cr. 1. J. 459, Slier Mahomed v. Emperor. (A 
contrary procedure is not illegal but was held to be unsuitable.) 

2. (’77) 1 Bom 610 (619), Beg. v. Eanmanta. 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 All 66 (66, 67) : 42 All 128 : 20 Cri L Jour 778, Shoo Narain 
Singh v. Badha Mohan. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 85 (85) : 33 Cri L Jour 558, Bam Bao v. Emperor. 

4. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 847 (847) : 19 Cri L Jour 945 : 41 Mad 982 (983), In re 
Marappa Goundan. 

See also S. 253 Note 4; S. 403 Note 14 and S. 437 Note 8. 

Note 7 

1. (’08) 9 Cr. L. J. 370 (372) : 4 Low Bur Rul 362, Aung Min v. Emperor. (This 
is so whether the order of discharge is legal or illegal.) 


Section 209 
Notes 5-7 
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discharged person to maintain an action for damages for malicious 
prosecution. 2 

8. Power of Magistrate to award compensation to accused on 
discharge. — See S. 250 and Notes thereunder. 

9. Recording reasons for discharge. — The Magistrate must 
record his reasons when he discharges an accused person under this 
section. 1 But he need not record a formal judgment as laid down in 
S. 367 . 2 Where there are several accused and different accused are 
discharged at different stages of the inquiry, it is enough if the reasons 
for their discharge are recorded at the end of the inquiry. 3 

10. Order by superior Court for further inquiry or commitment to 
sessions. — See Ss. 435 to 439 and Notes thereunder. 

14. “Unless it appears . . . accordingly.” — Where there are 
not sufficient grounds for commitment, the Magistrate may, in proper 
cases, try the ease himself or send it to any other Magistrate for trial 
instead of discharging the accused. 1 But where there are good grounds 
for commitment the Magistrate is bound to frame a charge and co m mit 
the ease to the Court of Session. He has no power in such cases to 
send the case to a Magistrate with special powers under S. 30, although 
such specially empowered Magistrate may have jurisdiction to try the 
offence. 2 A Magistrate should not treat a grave offence beyond his 
jurisdiction as a less grave offence in order to bring it within his 
jurisdiction. 3 

12. Sub-section (2) — Discharge without completing inquiry 
where charge is groundless. — Section 195 of the Code of 1872 
expressly forbade a Magistrate in a preliminary -inquiry under this 
chapter to discharge an accused person before completely taking the 
evidence for the prosecution. This provision has been omitted in the 
later Codes and sub-s. (2) has been added which expressly permits the 
Magistrate to discharge an accused person at any stage of the inquiry 

2. (’SI) 6 Bom 376 (380), Venn v. Goorya Narayan. 

Note 9 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 372 (374) : 40 Cr. L. J. 951, Akbcrally v. Ali Mahomed. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 74 (78) : 4 Rang 471 : 2S Cr. L. J. 219, Mating Etim Gyaw 

v. Mating Po Sein. 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 All 126 (126) : 40 Ali 615 : 19 Cr.L. J. 706, Hait Bamv.Ganga. 

3. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 195 (196, 197) : 24 Cr. L. J. 269, Naramban v. Emperor. 

Note 11 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Lah 217 (219) : 3S Cri L Jour 992, Kirpal Singh v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate has jurisdiction to decide whether the offence was triable by Sessions 
Court or was triable by himself — And where there is nothing to show that the 
Magistrate snatched at any jurisdiction or perversely held that the offence was 
one triable by himself in order to minimize the offence his order will not be upset.) 

(’99) 22 Mad 459 (460) : 2 Weir 254, Queen-Empress v. Bangamani. 

(’84) 10 Cal 85 (86) : 13 Cal L R 375, Empress v. Paramananda. (Section 209 
empowers a Magistrate holding an enquiry to try the case himself if he thinks 
that only an offence within his jurisdiction has been committed although there 
is some evidence which if believed would take the case out of his jurisdiction — 
But this course should be very rarely, if ever, taken by any officer invested 
with special powers under S. 30.) 

2. (’03) 7 Cal W N 457 (460), Amir Khan v. Emperor. See also S. 30 Note 3. 

3. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 20(20) : 81. C. 1103 (Mad), Jamal Mahomed v. Moideen Sa. 
(A Magistrate should not treat a grave offence beyond his jurisdiction as a less 
grave offence in order to bring it within his jurisdiction.) 
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if he finds that the charge is groundless although he has not fully 
taken the evidence either for the prosecution or for the accused. 1 
Thus, when the account given by the prosecutor himself, of a trans- 
action is of such a nature as to deprive it of a criminal character, the 
Magistrate is justified in concluding that the charge is groundless and 
in discharging the accused immediately without proceeding further 
with the inquiry. 2 But an order of discharge under this sub-section 
can only be passed by a Magistrate who is legally seised of the case. 
Thus, where a case cannot be taken cognizance of, for want of a com- 
plaint from the proper source under s. 195, the Magistrate cannot 
discharge the accused under this sub-section. 3 

13. Revision. — See Ss. 435 to 439 and Notes thereunder. 


2 1 O.* (i) When, upon such evidence being 
When charge is to be taken and such examination (if 
amed - any) being made, the Magistrate 


* Code of 1882 : S. 210. 

210. When, upon such evidence being taken and such examination (if any) 

Whm chnrnc is to hr beiu " made - tbe iIa S istrnte finds that there lire suffi- 
fravicd " cient grounds for committing the accused for trial, he 

' shall frame a charge under his hand, declaring with 

what offence the accused is charged. 

Charge (o he explained, As soon as the charge has been framed, it shall be 
and copy furnished to read and explained to the accused and a copy thereof 
accused. shall, if he so requires, be given to him free of cost. 


Code of 1872 : S. 198, para. 1 and S. 199. 

19S. When the Magistrate determines to send the accused person before the 
f , Court of Session or High Court for trial, he shall after the 

. oj ci rg . ev i<j encc has been recorded, make a written instrument 
under his hand and seal, declaring with what offence the accused person is 
charged, and shall direct him to be tried by such Court on such charge. He shall 
also record his reasons for committing such nccused person. 


199. As soon as the charge on which the accused person is to be tried has 
.t . -ii been prepared, it shall be read and explained to him: 

f fdi /l / 1 > ? °,7 C and a copy or translation thereof shall be furnished to 

furmshed to accused. hinl) if & so require . 

Code of 1861 : Ss. 227 and 233. 

Copy of charge to he 227. As soon as tbe charge on which the accused 
furnished to accused person is to be tried has been prepared as hereinafter 
person. directed, it shall be read to him, and a copy or trans- 
lation of it shall be furnished to him, if he require it. * * * 

233. When the Magistrate has determined to send the accused person before 
nr; nt 1 r „ «7 • • the Court of Session for trial, he shall make a written 

to contain 1 ta, ^ a IS instrument under his hand and seal, declaring with 
" what offence the accused person is charged, and shall 

direct the accused person to be tried by such Court on such charge. A copy of this 
instrument shall be forwarded with the record of the preliminary inquiry to the 
Court of Session before which the accused person is to be tried, and a copy shall 
also be sent to the- Public Prosecutor or to the officer appointed to conduct the 
prosecution. 


Note 12 

1. (’84) 1884 Rat 201 (201), Dhanjibhoy v. Pi/arji. 

(•33) AIR 1933 All 690 (694):34 Cr. L. J. 967:55 All i040,S. H. -Jhabwala v. Emperor. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Lali 945 (946), Aniar Nath v. Emperor. 

(’84) 1884 Rat 201 (201), Dhanjibhoy v. Pyarji. 

See also S. 253 Note 7. 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 413 (416): 34 Cr.L. J.800, Subramanya v. SwamiKannu. 


Section 209 
Notes 42-13 
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is satisfied that there are sufficient grounds for 
committing the accused for trial, he shall frame a 
charge under his hand, declaring with what offence 
the accused is charged. 

(2) As soon as such charge has been framed, it 
t , . . , shall he read and explained to 

Charge to be explained, 

and copy furnished, to the accused, and a copy thereof 
accused ‘ shall, if he so requires, he given 

to him free of cost. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes (S. 210 and 

S. 213). 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “ When upon such evidence 

being taken.” 

4. Examination of the accused. 

See S. 342 and Notes thereunder. 

5. “ Is satisfied that there are suffi- 

cient grounds for committing 
the accused.” 

6. “He shall frame a charge.” 

7. Form and contents of charge. 

See Ss. 221 to 232. 


8. Joinder of charges. See Notes 

under S. 207 and Ss. 233 to 239. 

9. Power of Sessions Court to add 

to or alter charge framed by 
committing Magistrate. See Note 
under S. 226. 

10. Plea of insanity raised in defence 

— Procedure. See S. 469. 

11. Sub-section (2) — Charge to be 

read and explained to accused. 

12. Right of accused to cross- 

examine prosecution witnesses 
after charge is framed. See 
S. 213 Note 7. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Addition or amendment of charges. See 
Note 2. 

Committal where some to be committed 
and others who need not be committed. 
See S. 206 Note 6. 

Discharge even after charge. See Note 2. 
Duties of Magistrate under this chapter. 
See Ss. 209 to 213 ; S. 209 Notes 5 and 
6; S. 208 Note 6. 

Duty of framing charge is with Magis- 
trate. See Note 6. 


Framing charge as opposed to com- 
mittal. See Note 2. 

Improper addition of charges. See Note 6. 

Jurisdiction of District Magistrate to 
interfere. See S. 206 Note 8. 

Object of the section. See S. 206 Notes 
3 and 4. 

Scope of enquiry. See S, 209 Notes o 
and 6. 

Sessions Court without jurisdiction. See 
S. 206 Note 9. 


1. Legislature changes (S. 210 and S. 213), 

Differences between Codes of 1861 and 1872 — 

Referring to the circumstances under which a case could be com- 
mitted to the sessions, S, 226 of the Code of 1861 used the words 
“when evidence has been given before a Magistrate which appears 
to be sufficient for the conviction of the accused” whereas the 
words used in S. 196 of the Code of 1872 were “when evidence has 
been given before a Magistrate which appears to justify him in 
sending the accused person to take his trial ” 

Changes made in 1882 — 

(l) The opening words of the section were added in order to make 
it clear that the Magistrate must consider the evidence for the 
accused also before determining the question whether he should 
discharge the accused or whether he should frame a charge 
against him. 
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(2) The provision for the supply of a translation of the charge to 
the accused, which occurred in the prior Code (s.199), was 
omitted. 

(3) The provision that the supply of a copy of the charge to the 
accused should be free of cost was new. 

(4) The Code of 1S72 provided that the order for commitment should 
he made in the charge itself (s. IDS of the Code) whereas the 
Code of 1SS2 provided for a separate order of commitment (S. 213). 

Changes made in 1S98 — 

Sub-section (2) to S. 213 was newly added providing for the cancella- 
tion of a charge already framed by the Magistrate and the discharge 
of the accused even after a charge was framed against him. 

2. Scope of the section. — Section 209 lays down when an accused 
person may be discharged in commitment proceedings. This section 
provides for the framing of a charge in such proceedings. A charge 
under this section should be framed only if the Magistrate is satisfied 
that there are good grounds for commitment. But the mere framing, 
of a charge does not, by itself, amount to a commitment, which should 
be made by a separate order under s. 213. 1 It may also be noted that 
the order of commitment under S. 213 cannot be made immediately on 
a charge being framed, or simultaneously with it 2 without anything 
further being done. There is a further procedure to be followed under 
ss. 211 to 213 before an order of commitment can be made. Moreover, it 
is open to a Magistrate to take further evidence after the charge is 
framed and if upon such evidence being taken, he finds there are not 
sufficient grounds for committing the accused, he can cancel the charge 
and discharge the accused. 3 It is also open to a Magistrate to amend 
the charge after it is framed and proceed to try the case himself 
instead of committing it to the sessions. 4 

3. “When upon such evidence being taken. ” — This expres- 
sion refers to the evidence mentioned in S.20S, sub-ss. (i) and (3). 1 The- 
section requires that the Magistrate should consider whether there are 

’ sufficient grounds for committing the accused to the sessions, only 
after such evidence has been taken. Hence, the Magistrate has no- 
power to frame a charge under this section until he has taken all the 
evidence which the accused may desire to produce. 2 But this does not. 


Section 210 — Note 2 

1. (’85) 15 Cal 608 (622) (FB), Hari Dass v. Saritulla. (Per Princep, J.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 486 (487, 488) : 7 Ind Cas 450 (Bom), Emperor v. Ycnkatcsh. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 312 (312) : 15 Cri L Jour 16, Arjun Naik v. Bira Bhoi. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355 (359) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355 (359) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. 

[But see (’81) 1881 Rat 161 (162), lure Mari. (Case under prior Code; not good law.] 

4. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 486(488) : 7 I. G. 450 (Bom), Emperor v.Yenkatesh Sadashiv* 
See also S. 213 Note 1. 

Note 3 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 533 (535): 17 Lab 176 : 37 Cr. L. J.742 (FB), ML Niamat v„ 
Emperor. 

2. (’98) 20 All 264 (265) : 1898 A W N 52, Queen-Empress v. Ahmadi. 


Section 21(? 
Notes 1-3 
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mean that a Magistrate is bound to summon any witness that 
a party may desire to call; under sub-s.(3) of S. 203 the Magistrate has 
a discretion to refuse an application for summons to any witness. 3 
Similarly, the Magistrate need not go on recording evidence when it 
is unnecessary to do so. Thus, when the evidence already let in by 
the prosecution is sufficient to establish a 'prim a facie case against the 
accused, the Magistrate is not bound to take the rest of the prosecution 
evidence also.' 4 Section 20S, sub-s.(l) empowers the Magistrate to call 
for any evidence that he may consider necessary and it is open to him 
to call witnesses himself and take their evidence for the purpose of 
finding out if the case is a fit one for committal to the sessions. 5 

As to the power of a Magistrate to frame a charge on the basis of 
evidence recorded by another Magistrate, see Notes under S. 350. 

See also Notes under Ss. 208 and 209. 

4. Examination of the accused. — See S. 342 and Notes thereunder. 

5. “Is satisfied that there are sufficient grounds for com- 
mitting the accused. ” — A charge must be framed under this section 
only on the Magistrate being satisfied that there are sufficient grounds 
for commitment. 1 As to what are sufficient grounds for commitment, 
■see Notes under S. 209 and the undermentioned cases. 2 

6. “He shall frame a charge.” — The task of framing a 
charge is the duty of the Magistrate and not of the prosecutor . 1 The 
Magistrate must base the charge on the materials before him and not 
merely on the allegations of the complainant or prosecutor. He may 
frame a charge for any offence disclosed on the evidence though it 
may be different from that mentioned in the complaint . 2 In framing 
a charge, the Magistrate must confine his attention to the question as 
to what offence is disclosed on the materials before him and should 
not be influenced by any considerations as to what would be the effect 

i ’04) 1 Cri L Jour 357 (357, 358) : 2G All 177, Emperor v. Muhammad Eadi. 

3. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 778 (779, 780) : 17 Incl Cas 410 : 36 Mac! 321, Sessions Judge 
of Coimbatore v. Ivimudi Eumara Eangaya. 

4. '(’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (694, 695) : 55 All 1040 : 34 Cri L Jour 967, S. H. 
Jhabwala v. Emperor. 

<’6G) 3 Mad HCE App ii (Lii). 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 5 (8) : 26 Cri L Jour 1589, Parshad Tcwari v. Emperor. 
(If the police do not send up all the material witnesses, it is the committing 
Magistrate’s duty to examine them himself.) 

Note 5 

1. (’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, p. 5 (6), Empress v. Gyano. 

2. (’92) 15 Mad 323 (325, 326, 327) : 1 Weir 366, Srinivasa v. Annasiuami. 
(Charge under S. 372, Penal Code, against manager of temple for appointing danc- 
ing girl for temple — Finding that dancing girl of temple lived partly at least by 
prostitution — Held, that charge must be framed,) 

■(’81) 6 Cal 582 (583) : 8 C L R 255, Empress v. Salik Roy. (Charge under S. 211, 
Penal Code, for bringing false charge — Held that commitment was not illegal 
merely because the complaint, which the accused made, had not been judicially 
inquired into but was based on the report of the police that the case was a false 
one.) 

Note 6 

1. (’1S89) 1889 Pun Re No. 26 Cr p. 85 (89) (FB), Sant Singh v. Empress. 

2. (’69) 12 Sutli W R Cr 40 (41) : 5 Beng L R App 82, Halidas v. Mohendranath. 
‘(’98) 11 C P L R Cr 9 (9, 10), Local Government v. Sukha Musalman. 

;See also S. 254 Note 5. 
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This section is analogous to s. 8 of the Reformatory Schools Act, 
1897, under which male youthful offenders can be sent to a reformatory. 
Where the latter -Act applies, this section has no application. 

2. “Under the age of fifteen years.” — Under the previous 
Codes the age limit was sixteen years. 

Where the accused is not under the age of fifteen years he cannot 
be ordered to be detained in a reformatory. 1 The Magistrate should 
determine precisely the age of the accused by enquiry before action is 
taken under this section. 2 

3. “Is sentenced to imprisonment.” — The same words “is 
sentenced” occur also in S. 8 of the-Reformatory Schools Act, 1897. It 
has been held in cases arising under that section that where the accused 
is not sentenced to imprisonment for any offence the Magistrate has no 
jurisdiction to make an order for detention in a reformatory school. 1 
The same view must prevail in cases arising under this section. Where 
it is deemed necessary to have a convicted person sent to a reformatory, 
the proper procedure is to impose a substantive sentence and then direct 
that, in lieu thereof, the accused be detained in a reformatory. 2 The 


Note 2 

1. (’98) 25 Cal 333 (337):2 OWN 11, Deputy Legal Remembrancer v. Ahmed Ali, 
(’97) 1897 Eat 905 (906), Queen-Empress v. Bliavsing. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bang 16 (16) : 24 Cri L Jour 918, Hamid v. Emperor. 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 375 (375), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Su. 

(’98) 1 Weir 879 (879, 880), Inre Nachi. (Proceedings under, Reformatory Schools 
Act, 1897.) 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 401 (401), Ramalinga Agger v. Emperor. (Madras Borstal 
Schools Act Y of 1896 lays down age below 21.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 79 (79), Queen-Empress v. Nga Me. 

2. (’93) 15 All 208 (209) : 1893 AWN 107, Queen-Empress v. Narain. 

(’89) 14 Bom 381 (383) : 1889 Rat 494 (490), Queen-Empress v. Manaji. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 726 (726), Queen-Empress v. Oopala. 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 576 (579), Empress v. Harisdas Mukerjce. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 225 (226), Deputg Legal Remembrancer v. Eopil Kahar. 

(’98) 1 Weir 879 (880), In re Nachi. 

(1900-1902) 1 Low Bur Rul 126 (127), Crown v. Po Sein. (Merely asking accused 
his age and recording his reply is not enough.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 13 (15) : 1 Weir 882, Queen-Empress v. Rama. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 302 (303) : 3 Rang 218 : 26 Cr. L. J. 852, Emperor v. Seion 
Choung. 

Note 3 

1. (’97) 20 All 160 (161) : 1897 AWN 231, Queen-Empress v. Billar. (The High 
Court can revise this illegal order and S. 16 is no bar to such revision.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 518 (519), Queen-Empress v. Purushotam. (Mere conviction not 
enough — There should be a legal sentence.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 210 (211), Radha Kristo v. Gokula Nut. 

(’98) 1 Weir 879 (880), In re Nachi. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 726 (726), Queen-Empressv. Gopala. (Reformatory Schools Act, 1876.) 
(’10) 12 Cr. L. J. 56 (57) : 8 Ind Cas 1166 : 1910 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, Emperor v. 
Bakhtaiuar. (The High Court cannot pass a sentence to legalise the order of 
detention.) 

[See however (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 175 (176) 26 Sind L R 295 : 34 Cri L Jour 11, 
Issa Angario'e. Emperor. (Under Bombay Borstal Schools Act, mere conviction 
is enough — Actual sentence is not necessary.)] 

2. (’99) 1 Bom L R 162 (163), Queen-Empress v. Kaidga Hussain. 

(’96) 1896 All W N 27 (27), Queen-Empress v. Babu Ram. (Reformatory 
Schools Act Y of 1876.) 


Section 399 
Notes 1-3 
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Notes 3-$ 


liability to be sent to a reformatory school 3 or a non-existence of a 
reformatory' 1 is not a matter to bo considered in estimating the sentence 
to be passed on a juvenile offender. A person who is ordered to execute 
a bond to keep the peace or for good behaviour and in default to 
undergo imprisonment for that period is not “sentenced to imprison- 
ment” and so cannot be sent to a reformatory. 5 Similarly, a person 
sentenced to pay fine or in default to undergo imprisonment is not 
“sentenced to imprisonment.” 0 Nor is a sentence of whipping a 
“sentence of imprisonment” for the purpose of sending the accused 
to a reformatory. 7 

4. “ May direct.” — It is not every boy that is convicted of an 
offence that can be sent to a reformatory school; only such boys as are 
found to bo proper persons to be the inmates of such a school could bo 
ordered to be so sent. As a rule, no boy should bo sent to a reforma- 
tory on first conviction unless there is a reasonable cause for supposing 
that ho is being trained up to or is likely again to lapse into crime, 
being without parental or other control. 1 The order for detention in a 
reformatory school is not a sentence and the suspension of the 
sentence by the Sessions Judge will not prevent the carrying out of 
the detention." As to power to act under S. 31 of the Reformatory 
Schools Act, 1897, see the undermentioned decisions. 3 


3. (’22) AIR 1922 Born 1G9 (170) : 40 Bom 429 : 23 Or. L. .T. 93, Abdul Bolivian 
Ismail v. Emperor. (Reformatory Schools Act, 1897 — Adult and juvenile con- 
victed — Former given one year’s imprisonment — Latter’s punishment should not 
exceed it.) 

4. (’81) 2 Weir 153 (451), In rc Burri Subbadu. 

5. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 42 (42), Maliomad Kasim v. Queen-Empress. (Secu- 
rity under S. 109.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 375 (370), Queen-Empress v. Nga Bo Sv. (Security 
under S. 110.) 

[Out see under Madras Borstal Schools Act, 192G. (’84) AIR 1934 Mad 457 (457) : 

57 Mad 928: 35 Gr. L. J. 1153, In rc Chcngadu .] 

See also S. 323 Note 2. 

6. (’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 491 (492), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Sin. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 244 (244) : 10 Ind Cas 773 (LB), Nga Po Toh v. Emperor. 

7. (’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 493 (493), Puttu v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

Note 4 

1. (’95) 1 Weir 878 (879), In rc Abdul Gaffar. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 190 (191): 24 Ondli Cas 305:23 Cri L Jour 145,377. Parbaii 
v. Emperor. (S. 31, cl. (b), Reformatory Schools Act, 1897, applied and accused 
delivered to parents on latter's bond.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 302 (303) : 3 Rang 218 : 20 Cri Jj Jour 852, Emperor v. Scion 
Glioung. (S. 11, Reformatory Schools Act, 1897.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 771 (771) : 54 Mad 704 : 32 Cri L Jour 1044, Scllappa Goitndan 
v. Emperor. (Detention in Borstal School held improper.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Rang 125 (127) : 12 Rang 344 : 35 Cri L Jour 959, Emperor v. Nga 
Oku Skive. (Detention in Borstal School is not proper where accused merely fails 
to keep under control his passion or gives way to violence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Rang 123 (124) : 12 Rang 349 : 35 Cr. L. J. 903, Emperor v. Shwe 
Bein. (Detention in Borstal School held bad.) 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 10G7 (1008) : 10 Cr. L. J. 134, Emperor v. Krishna Panda- 
ram. (S. 420 does not apply.) 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 190 (191): 24 Oudh Cas 305 : 23 Cr.L. J.145, Mt.Parbati 
v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 720 (721) : 3 Low Bur Rul 30 (30), King-Emperor v. Ha Taiv. 
(S. 31, Reformatory Schools Act, does not apply when accused is sentenced to 
whipping.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 297 (297) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1312 ,Jagarnath Ckaubcijv. King-Emperor. 
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5. “Instead of being imprisoned.” — Since the detention is Section 399 
only instead of imprisonment in jail, the Court which sentences an Notes 5-6 
accused person for any particular period of imprisonment cannot 

direct detention in a reformatory for a longer period . 1 Thus, where 
a confinement in a reformatory for one year was ordered on a sentenco 
of imprisonment for ono day the sentence was held illegal . 2 The 
period of detention should he defined and words like “or until he 
attains majority” should not he used . 3 See also S. 8 of the Reformatory 
Schools Act, 1897 and the undermentioned cases .' 4 

6. Sub-section (3). — This section does not apply where the 
Reformatory Schools Act, 1S97 is in force . 1 In such cases the authority 
to send a youthful offender to a reformatory school must be found in 
that Act. Section S of that Act provides that only the Magistrates 
specified therein can make an order under this section . 10 A second 
class Magistrate who is not so specified cannot order a youthful offender 
to be sent to a reformatory school where the Reformatory Schools Act, 

1897 is in force . 2 See also the undermentioned cases . 3 

.(’34) AIR 1934 All 97G (977) :3G CriL, Tour 308 : 57 All 395, Lur Khurv. Emperor. 

(United Provinces Rules require minimum sentence of four years for detention in 
reformatory.) 

Note 5 

1. (’76) 187G Rat 109 (109), Beg v. Ganpaya. 

2. (’89) 1889 All W N 131 (131), Queen-Empress v. Him. (Also there were other 
irregularities in this case.) 

3. (’13) 14 Cri L .Tour 25G (25G) : 19 IndCas512(Bom), Empcrory. Bama Sudama. 

(’01) 24 Mad 13 (1G), Queen-Empress v. Bama. 

(’Oil 1 Low Bur Rul G3 (G4), Crown v. Vain. 

4. (’97-1900) 1 Upp Bur Rul 375 (375, 376), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Su. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 738 (738) : 3 Low Bur Rul 40(47), San Hiding v. King-Emperor. 

(Lower Burma Judicial Department Notification No. 237, dated 12th Juno 1897, 
provides that youthful offender should bo detained till majority.) 

(’98) 21 Mad 430 (432) :1 IVcir 880, Q itccn -Empress v.Bamalingam. (Rules passed 
by Government require detention until the age of eighteen — Per Shephard, Offg, 

C. J. and Moore, J. — Davies, J., dissenting.) 

(1900) 1 Weir 884 (8S4), Public Prosecutor v.Bantoo. (Government of India Noti- 
fication dated 30th June 1887, does not require detention till eighteen years in 
every case.) 

(’91) 1891 Rat 6G4 (572), Queen-Empress v. Bali. 

Note 6 

1. (’97) 1897 Rat 929 (930), Queen-Empress v. Harprasad Lalta. 

(’90) 189G Rat 8G4 (8G4), Queen-Empress v. Tukaram Keshan. (Act of 1876.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 915 (916), Queen-Empress v. Fakira Dharmappa. (Do.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 27 (28) : 1918 Pun Re No. 17 Cr : 19 Or. L. J. 917, Emperor 
v. Nur Muhammad. 

(’89) 12 Mad 94 (95, 97) : 1 Weir 875 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Madasami. 

(’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, p. G, Empress v. Muhamdu. 
la. (’97) 1897 Rat 947 (948), Queen-Empress v. Bhagia Bhaoo. 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 330 (331), Queen-Empress v. Nga Hmaing. 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 375 (376), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Su. 

[See (’97) 1897 Rat 936 [93G),Queen-Empess v. Bhujia Gujia.] 

2. (’89) 12 Mad 94 (95, 97) : 1 Weir 875 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Madasami. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 841 (841) : 16 Cr. L. J. 32, Eanukayya v. Emperor. (A 
second class Magistrate not empowered to act under S. 8 of the Act must refer 
the case to the District Magistrate under S. 9.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 348 (348, 349) : 29 Cri L Jour 1016, Emperor v. Lakshman . 

(High Court can order detention of a boy in reformatory school not only on appeal 
but in revision also.) 

(’91) 1891 Rat 536 (536), Qucen-Empi-ess v. Lallubliai. (Case under S. 7, Act Y 
of 1876.) 
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7. “Imprisonment.” — Transportation is only a particular form 
of imprisonment and consequently, this section will apply also to cases 
when an offender under the ago of 15 years is sentenced to transportation. 1 

8. Revision. — As to tho power of the Iiigh Court in revision in 
cases arising under the Reformatory Schools Act (vin of 1897), see 
section 135, Note 15 and the undermentioned cases. 1 


400 .* When a sentence has been fully executed, 
Return of warrant the officer executing it shall return 

on execution of sen- , , 1 . 1.11 in 1 • 1 

tence, to© Wcirrciirt to tliG (jourt from "wxiicii 

it issued, with an endorsement under his hand certify- 
ing tho manner in which the sentence has been 
executed. 

i. “Has been fully executed.” — Where a person has been 
convicted under an Ordinance issued by the Governor-General, his 
sentence does not become fully executed till the expiry of the period 


* 1882 : S. 400; 1872 : S. 305; 1861 : S. 385. 


Note 7 

1. (’OS) 9 Cri L Jour 99 (102) : 4 Nag L R 180, Rama v. Emperor. (Ordinarily, 
however, youthful offender convicted of murder should not be sent to a reforma, 
tory school.) 

Note 8 

1. The order of a Magistrate under S. S of (he Reformatory Schools Act 1876 
is not an executive but a judicial proceeding and the High Court has power to 
revise : 

(’89) 14 Rom 3S1 (3S3) : 18S9 Rat 494 (495), Quccn-Emprcss v. Manaji. 

High Court hasno power to interfere with the order of detention under S.7 of 
Act V of 1S7G: 

(’9G) 1896 All W N 43 (43), Quccn-Emprcss v. Anrudh Singh. 

Where the order is not made in substitution of an order for transportation or 
imprisonment or ivherc it ismadc without jurisdiction High Court can interfere: 
(’97) 20 All 160 (1G1) : 1S97 All W N 231, Quccn-Emprcss v.Billar. 

(’09) 21 All 391 (395) : 1891 All W N 13S (F B), Quccn-Emprcss v. Hari. 
(’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 493 (493), JPutlu v. Quccn-Emiircss. 

Rcvisional jurisdiction excluded only as to the age of offender and order for 
detention in reformatory for transportation or imprisonment : 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 009 (010) : G Bom L R 550, Emperor v. Amir Bliilcan. (21 All 
391 (FB), referred to.) 

(’99) 27 Cal 133 (13G), Quccn-Emprcss v. Alalcimuddin. 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 57G (579), Quccn-Emprcss v. TIaridas Muhhcrjcc. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 255 (255), Quccn-Emprcss v. Nga Tun Zan. 
(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 441 (442), Quccn-Emprcss v. Nga Nyan Witn . 
(’1900) 1 Low Bur Rul 42 (43), AM. Kasim v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

(’01) 1 Low Bur Rul G3 (G4), Crown v. Yalu. 

•(’01) 1 Low Bur Rul G8 (G8, GO). Crown v. Dawood Sahib. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 175 (17G) : 2G Sind L R 295 : 34 Cri L Jour 11, Issa Angaria 
v. Emperor. (Section 21, Bombay Borstal Schools Act, 1929.) 

High Court can alter the sentence passed : 

(’01) 28 Cal 423 (424) : 5 Cal W N 211, Reasut v. Courtney. 

(1900) 5 Cal W N 210 (211), Radha Kristo v. Gohula Nut. 

(’07) G Cr. L. J. 129 (130) : 1907 Pnu Re No. 18 Cr, p. 59 : 1908 Pun L R No. 55, 
Ram Singh v. King-Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Nag 179 (179) : 27 Nag L R 242 : 32 Cr.L.J.12G8, AM. Asimuddin 
v. Emperor. (28 Cal 423 followed.) 

(’ll) 13 Cri L Jour 44 (44) : 13 I. C. 284 : 5 S L R 173, Imperator v. Rajabali. 
[Sec also (’02) 15 C P L R Cr 101 (152), Emperor v. Jagan. (Observation.)] 
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of the sentence, though the term of the Ordinance has expired, the 
detention after the period of Ordinance is not’ illegal . 1 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

Of Suspensions, Remissions and Commutations 
of Sentences. 

-40 1 .* ( 1 ) When any person has been sentenced 
Power to suspend to punishment for an offence, [* * *] tt 
or remit sentences, the Provincial Government may at 
any time without conditions or upon any conditions 
which the person sentenced accepts, suspend the 
execution of his sentence or remit the whole or 
any part of the punishment to which he has been 
sentenced. 

(2) Whenever an application is made to [* * *] 
the Provincial Government.' for the suspension or remis- 
sion of a sentence, [* * *]“ the Provincial Government b 
[* * m ay re q U i re the presiding Judge of the 
Court before or by which the conviction was had or 
confirmed to state his opinion as to whether the 
application should be granted or refused, together 
with his reasons for such opinion [and also to forward 
with the statement of such opinion a certified copy 
of the record of the trial or of such record thereof 
as exists]. 4 

(3 ) If any condition on which a sentence has 
been suspended or remitted is, in the opinion [ * i!: * ] a 
of the Provincial Government , b [* * * ] c not fulfilled, 
[ * * *] a the Provincial Government may cancel the 
suspension or remission, and thereupon the person in 
whose favour the sentence has been suspended or 
remitted may, if at large, be arrested by any police- 
officer without warrant and remanded to undergo the 
unexpired portion of the sentence. 

(4) The condition on which a sentence is sus- 
pended or remitted under this section may be one 

* 1882 : S. 401; 1872 : S. 322; 1861 : S. 54. 

Section 400 — Note 1 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 280 (282) : 60 Cal 742 : 34 Cri L Jour 291, Jagendra 
Chandra v. Superintendent of the DttmDum Special Jail. (Ordinance 2 of 1932.) 
(’33) AliR 1933 Cal 516 (519) : CO Cal 545 : 34 Cri L Jour 87 9, Jagendra Mohan v. 
Emperor. (Bengal Emergency Powers Ordinanc 11 of 1931.) 


Seotion 400 
Note 1 


Seotion 401 


2Cr,136. 
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Section 501 


to be fulfilled by the person in whose favour the 
sentence is suspended or remitted, or one independent 
of his will. 

(dAy The provisions of the above sub-sections 
shall also apply to any order passed by a Criminal 
Court under any section of this Code or of any other 
law, which restricts the liberty of any person or 
imposes any liability upon him or his property. 

(5) Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to 
interfere with the right of [His Majesty or of the 
Central Government 5 when such right is delegated to 
it 1 2 3 '] 1 to grant pardons, reprieves, respites or remissions 
of punishment. 

( 5A)° Where a conditional pardon is granted by 
His Majesty or, in virtue of any powers delegated to 
it, 1 ' by the Central Government , c any condition thereby 
imposed, of whatever nature, shall be deemed to have 
been imposed by a sentence of a competent Court 
under this Code and shall be enforceable accordingly. 

(6) The [® * *] 1 Provincial Government b may, by 
general rules or special orders, give directions as to 
the suspension of sentences and the conditions on 
which petitions should be presented and dealt with. 

n. The words “the Governor General in Council or” were repealed by A. 0. 

b. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

c. The words “as the case may be" were repealed by A. 0. 

d. The words “and also to forward as exists” were inserted by the 

Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XYIII of 1923. 

e. Sub-sections (-1A) and (5A) were inserted by Act, XYIII of 1923. 

f. Substituted by Act XYIII of 1923 for “Her Majesty.” 

g. Substituted by A. 0. for “Governor General.” 

li. Substituted by A. 0. for “him.” 

i. The words “Governor General in Council and the” were repealed by A. 0. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

la. Powers of Provincial Govern- 
ment — Sub-section (1). 

2. Statement of opinion of the 

presiding Judge — Sub-s.(2). 

3. Procedure to be followed by 

the Court. 


4. Violation of condition of remis- 

sion of punishment — Sub-s.(3). 

5. “ If at large.” 

6. His Majesty’s prerogative of 

pardon — Sub-section (5). 

7. Release on medical grounds. 
See Madras Police Manual Yol. I, 
pp. 319-320. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Advice for King’s pardon. See Note G 

Circumstances for mercy. See Note 2. 

Court’s reference for Government mercy. 
See Note 2. 

Madras Police Manual. See Note 7. 


Non-applicability to approvers under 
S. 337. See Note 1. 

Opinion pending petition to Privy 
Council. See Note 2. 

Suspension of death sentence for appeal 
to Privy Council. See Note 1. 
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1. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section does 
not disturb the conviction of an accused. It deals only with the power 
to suspend the execution of a sentence or remit the whole or any part 
of the 'punishment. The Provincial Government may act of its own 
accord (sub-section (l)), 1 or may be moved by an application (sub-sec- 
tion (2)). The. Provincial Government has power under this section to 
suspend the execution of a death sentence to enable the accused to 
appeal to the Privy Council. 2 Though an order passed under this 
section by the Provincial Government is in the name of the Governor 
because that is the constitutional form it has to take, it is in reality an 
order of the Provincial Government. 3 

The special authority conferred by this section relates to persons 
sentenced to punishment and does not touch cases under S. 337 in which 
a person charged along with others with a crime has, under a condi- 
tionally tendered pardon, given evidence against such persons. 4 The 
effect of an order of remission is to wipe out the remitted portion of 
the sentence altogether and not merely to suspend its operation. 3 

la, Powers of Proyinoial Government — Sub-section (1). — 

Sub-section (l) of this section confers on the Provincial Government the 
power to suspend the execution of sentence or remit the whole or any 
part of the sentence with or without conditions. But where the 
Provincial Government has remitted a sentence unconditionally, it is 
not open to it to cancel the order and restore the sentence subse- 
quently, except in cases of fraud or mistake. The general power of 
cancellation of orders under S. 21 of the General Clauses Act, 1897, 
cannot be invoked in such a case. 1 

2. Statement of opinion of the presiding Judge — Sub- 
section (2). — On the receipt of an application the Provincial 
Government may require, from the presiding Judge of the Court 
before or by which the conviction was had or confirmed, a statement 
of his opinion with reasons and a certified coj>y of the available record. 
The object of calling for such a statement is to avoid a possible mis- 
apprehension about the legality of the sentence passed or a mistake as 

Section 401 — Note 1 

1. See (’32) AIR 1932 All 232 (232);33 Cri L Jour 830, In re Earn Daioan Singh. 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Lull 359 (3G0) : 33 Cri L Jour 126, Chinl Bam v. Emperor. 

[i See also (’15) AIR 1915 P C 29 (30) : 42 Cal 739 : 42 I A 133 : 16 Cri L Jour 494 
(PC), Balmukund v. Emperor. (Privy Council is unable to interfere with regard 
to staying of execution of death sentence.) 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 513 (516) : 40 Cri L Jour 397 : I L R (1940) Nag 1 (FB), 
Venhatcsh Yesliwant v. Emperor. 

4. (’88) 11 All 79 (89) : 1888 AWN 289, Queen-Empress v. Ganga Charan. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 513 (520) : 40 Cri L Jour 397 : I L R (1940) Nag 1 (FB), 
Venhatcsh Yesliwant v Emperor. 

Note la 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 513 (518, 520) : 40 Cr. L. J. 397 :I L R (1940) Nag 1 (FB), 
Velcatesh Yesliwant v. Emperor. (Sub-s. (3) of this section indicates that except 
where there is a breach of the conditions on which a sentence has been remitted, 
the Provincial Government cannot cancel the order of remission — Held further 
that in the circumstances of this case, the Provincial Government had lost its 
Zooms pcenitentice in the matter.) 


Section 401 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 401 to the propriety of a particular punishment inflicted. 1 The Judge 
Note 2 may also stto motu send his opinion whenever he considers that the 
prerogative of mercy should be exercised in favour of an accused. 
The following are instances where the Courts have thus recommended 
the accused to tho mercy of the Government — 

(1) discovers' of facts after the final judgment is pronounced and 
signed, showing that the accused has committed no offence ; ln 

(2) an oversight on the part of a counsel or omission on the part of the 
Court to notice a relevant fact in the proceedings resulting in an 
error of fact or law ; 2 

(3) unsoundness of mind not strictly covered by S. 84 of the Penal 

Code ; 3 see also Note 3 under s. 376. 

(4) tho punishment prescribed by the law being more rigorous than the 
circumstances of the case deserve ; 4 


Note 2 

1. See (’34) AIR 1934 Rang 125 (126, 127) : 12 Rang 344 : 35 Cri L Jour 959, 
Emperor v. Nga Ohn Since. 

la. (’23) AIR 1923 All 473{474):45 All 143:24 Cr.L.J. 7G6, Kale v. King-Emperor. 
(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 42 (42), Nussur Ali v. G. Hart. 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 1254 (1256) : 98 Ind Cas 102 (104) (Cal), Arajali v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 409 (410) : 46 Cal 60 : 20 Cr.L.J. 265, Eajab Ali v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’85) 7 All 672 (673) : 1885 A IV N 177, Empress v. Durga Char an. ~] 

2. (’85) 10 Bom 176 (180, 181) (FB), Queen-Empress v. C. P. Fox. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 791 (791), Queen-Empress v. Mohun Abhcsing. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 226 (215):33 Bom 221:2 I.C. 277, In re Bal Gangadhar Til ah. 
(’66) 5 Sutb W R Cr 61 (64) : Beng L R Sup Yol 436 (FB), Queen v. Godai Raout. 

3. (’96) 23 Cal G04 (609), Queen-Empress v. Eadcr Nasi/cr Shah. 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 233 (236) : 33 Cri L Jour 714, Pancha v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 413 (413, 414):46 All 243:25 Cr.L.J. m,Lachlimanx. Emperor. 
(’86) 10 Bom 512 (518, 519), Queen-Empress v. Lahsliman Dagdu. 

(’01) 28 Cal 613 (619) : 5 C W N G65, Ghatu Framanik v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 460 (463), Emperor V. Tincouri Dhopi. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 27G (27S) : 32 Cri L Jour 1230, Bagga v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lab G74 (077) : 8 Lab 684:28 Cr.L. J. 598, Tola Ram v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lab 470 (470):191S PunRe No.30 Cr:20 Cr.L.J.l, Ramzanx. Emperor. 
(’3l) 1931 Mad \Y N 719 (723), E arayanaswamy Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mud 128 (129) : 20 Cri L Jour 828, In re Muiliusami Asari. 

(’89) 12 Mud 459 (461. 462) : 1 Weir 42, Queen-Empress v. Ycnhatasami. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 105 (110) : 4 Ind Cas 9S5 (Lab), Chajju Mai v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. SI (91): 15 Oudb Cas 321:1S I.C. 641, Md. Husain v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 39 (40) : 21 Cri L Jour 317, Mantajali v. Emperor. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Lab 6S9 (691):39 Cr.L.J. 16, Aziz Begum v. Emperor. (Girl less 
than seventeen years of age convicted of being accessory to murder on forfeiture of 
pardon tendered to her — Her statement ns npprover leading to successful investi- 
gation and conviction of principal offender — Considerable portion of sentence 
already served — Sentence of transportation though could not be reduced by Court, 
case held strong for exercise of prerogative of mercy.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 355 (356) : 24 Cri L Jour 753, Emperor v. TJmrao. (Absence of 
intention to kill — Accused striking only one blow with a lathi.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 199 (200) : 21 Cr. L. J. 607, Goshain v. Emperor. (Grave but 
not sudden provocation due to infidelity of wife which all the world over results 
in death.) 

(’95) 1S95 Rat 792 (792), Empress v. Sain. (A young woman deserted by her hus- 
band and left to maintain child, murdering it due to want and misery.) 

(1SG4) 1S64 Sutb W R Gnp Cr 27 (27), Queen v. Dabcc. 

(1S64) 1 Sutb W R Cr L 9 (9). (Judge considering accused innocent contrary to 
verdict of jury.) 

(1S65) 3 Suth WECrL 16 (16). 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 73 (75), Queen v. Barman Gncer. (Murder committed by 
accused while acting against a burglar and killing him though exceeding right of 
private defence of person or property.) 
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(5) other mitigating circumstances . 5 

It has been held that the Court ought not to express an opinion 
in a case where stay of execution of sentence is prayed for until a 
petition to His Majesty in Council is disposed of and that it is a mat- 
ter which lies entirely with the Government . 6 In the undermentioned 
case, where the accused were proved to be guilty of the grievous offence 
of waging war against the King, the Rangoon High Court refused to 
recommend the accused to mercy on the ground that the matter was 
entirely in the hands of Government . 7 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 6 (7), Queen v. Chand Bagdee. (Want of positive evidence 
though the jury passed a verdict of guilty.) 

5. (’67) 7 Suth W R Gr 64 (64), Queen v. Sajoiupa. (Offence under S. 125, Penal 
Code.) 

(’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 45 (46), Queen v. Nidhccrain Bagdee. (Unsatisfactory ver- 
dict of jury.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 408 (410) : 17 Cri L Jour 267 (269) : 1916 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, 
Eaimi v. Emperor. (Capital sentence against five for murder of one.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 144 (144): 26 Cri L Jour 1373, Mt. Daulan v. Emperor. (Age 
of the accused.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 271 (272) : 7 Lah 70 : 27 Cri L Jour 627, Ghulam Jannat v. 
Emperor. (Young age of accused — Anxiety of concealing shame — Mitigating 
circumstances.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 601 (603), Joga Singh v. Emperor. (Young age — Minor part 
played — Influence of bad company.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 259 (260) : 33 Cri L Jour 484, Kariar Singh v. Emperor. 
(Youth of accused — Participation in crime under influence of his father and brother.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 297 (297) : 33 Cri L Jour 448, Mt. Alam Bibi v. Emperor. 
(Causing death of child — Reduction of sentence — Mitigating circumstances.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 308 (310) : 33 Cri L Jour 580, Nawab v. Emperor. (Deceased 
found in adultery with female relative of accused — Tender age of the accused.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 718 (720) : 34 Cri L Jour 1251, Mt. Sardaran v. Emperor. 
(Illiterate and superstitious young woman causing the death of a child of her 
sister-in-law, believing her to be the cause of death of her own issues.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 1021 (1022): 35 Cr. L. J. 430, Ghulam Mohamad v. Emperor . 
(Young age — Influence of relations.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 31 (32): 35 Cr. L. J. 652, Mt. Dhaulan v. Emperor. (Woman 
committing murder of her child on account of weak intellect, ill-treatment of 
relation and extreme poverty.) 

(’68) 4 Mad H C R App six (xix). (Circumstance that the Sessions Court thinks 
that he ought not to have believed the evidence.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 1165 (1166) : 50 Mad 474 : 27 Cri L Jour 1357, Mayandi 
Tlievan v. Emperor. (Sentence for third conviction under Criminal Tribes Act 
being transportation for life being harsh.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 235 (244) : 9 Rang 404 : 33 Cri L Jour 205 (SB), Aung Hla 
v. Emperor. (Political offence.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Sind 65 (66) : 9 Sind L R 205 : 17 Cri L Jour 231, Jitvanji & Co. 
v. Emperor. (Right of appeal and revision barred — Erroneous conviction — Re- 
commendation to Government.) 

(’90) 14 Mad 36 (37, 38) : 2 Weir 390, Empress v. Chinna Thcvan. (The circum- 
stances that Judge disagrees with the verdict.) 

[Sec (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 1 (2), Queen v. Gobindo Bagdee. (There are remarks in 
this decision suggesting that where the evidence in support of conviction is 
manifestly weak and insufficient, the prisoner can be recommended for mercy — 
It is submitted this view is not correct — Such a case is one for acquittal.) 
(1900-02) 1 LowBurRul 359 (361), Nga Pyan v. Crown. (Youth of the offender.)] 

6. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 64 (66,67):50 Cal 585: 24 Cr.L.J. 362, Tutsi Teliniv. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 P C 29 (30) : 42 Cal 739 : 42 I A 133 : 16 Cri L Jour 494 (PC), Bal- 

mulcund v. Emperor. 

7. (’31) AIR 1931 Rang 235 (244) : 33 Cri L Jour 205 : 9 Rang 404 (SB), Aung 
Hla v. Emperor. 


Section 501 
Note 2 
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Section 401 
Notes 3-7 


3. Procedure to be followed by the Court. — A Sessions 
Judge, required to state his opinion under this section, must forward 
his reply through the High Court whether the requisition for tho 
opinion has been received through the High Court or not — Madras 
H. G. Gir. dated 15th November 1895. 

When any Court shall be of opinion that there are grounds for 
recommending to the Provincial Government to exercise the powers 
vested in it by S. 401 and S. 402, of suspending, remitting or commuting 
the punishment to which any accused person has been sentenced, the 
recommendation shall he submitted w T ith the proceedings in the case 
through the Court of the Judicial Commissioner — C. P. Criminal 
Circulars, Part II, No. 40. 

All recommendations for remission or suspension of a sentence 
made under section 401 by an officer of any subordinate Court to the 
Provincial Government, in regard to a convict whose case has been 
before the High Court on appeal, shall be made through the High 
Court — Calcutta G. B. and C. 0. P. 40. 

4. Yiolation of condition of remission of punishment — 
Sub-section (3). — Section 227 of the Penal Code runs thus : “Whoever, 
having accepted any conditional remission of punishment, knowingly 
violates any condition on which such remission was granted, shall be 
punished with the punishment to which he was originally sentenced, 
if he has already suffered no part of that punishment, and if he has 
suffered any part of that punishment, then with so much of that 
punishment as he has not already suffered.” Under this section it is 
for the Court to decide whether a conditionally released prisoner has 
violated the conditions on which the remission was granted. 1 

5. “If at large.” — Under s.2i of the Prisoners Act of 1900 , 
the Provincial Government may grant to any person under sentence 
of penal servitude a license to be at large within such part of the 
province and during such portion of his term of penal servitude as 
may be specified in the license and upon such conditions as the 
Provincial Government may, by general or special order, prescribe. 

6. His Majesty’s prerogative of pardon — Sub-section (5). 
— Primarily the power of pardon rests in the Sovereign; and the 
provisions contained in this section in no way interfere with the 
prerogative of the Crown in that respect. 1 The tendering of advice to 
His Majesty as to exercise of his prerogative of pardon is a matter for 
the Executive Government and is outside the province of the Judicial 
Committee of the Privy Council. 2 

7. Release on medical grounds. — See Madras Police Manual, Yol. I, 

pages 319-320. 


Note 4 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 28 (29) : 34 Cri L Jour 447, Emperor v. Nga Po Min. 

Note 6 

1. (’88) 11 All 79 (89) : 18S8 A "W N 289, Queen-Empress v. Ganga Gharan. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 P C 29 (30) : 42 Cal 739 : 42 I A 133 : 16 Cri L Jour 494 (PC), 
Balmuhund v. Emperor. 
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of framing a charge for a particular offence . 3 Further, the Magistrate 
should he careful not to mention anything in the charge in a form 
which is not justified by the materials before him . 4 

Though a Magistrate is at liberty to frame a charge for any 
offence disclosed on the materials before him, he cannot frame a charge 
which would amount to his prejudging the case which has to he tried 
by another Court. Thus, where an accused was charged with the 
offence of wrongful confinement and he raised the defence that he had 
lawful excuse for his act because the person confined was caught in 
his house under circumstances which led to the belief that he had 
committed house-breaking by night, and the Magistrate committed 
the accused, not only for wrongful confinement but, disbelieving the 
defence, also for fabricating false evidence and making a false charge, 
it was held that the commitment in respect of the two last charges 
was illegal inasmuch as in putting the accused on his trial on such 
charges the Magistrate was really prejudging the defence which the 
accused had raised to the first charge . 5 

Where, under S. 423, the appellate Court directs a Magistrate 
to commit the accused for trial before the Court of Session, the 
Magistrate has no jurisdiction to make further enquiry and the enquiry 
already held is sufficient for the purposes of this chapter. The Magistrate 
has then to frame a charge under this section and to proceed under 
Ss. 211 and 213 to commit the accused/' See also s. 423 Note 30. 

7. Form and contents of charge. — See Ss. 221 to 232. 

S. Joinder of charges See Notes under S. 207 and Ss. 233 to 239. 

9. Power of Sessions Court to add to or alter charge framed by 
•committing Magistrate. — See Notes under S. 220. 

10. Plea of insanity raised in defence — Procedure. — See S. 469. 

11. Sub-s. (2) — Gharge to be read and explained to accused. 

— This sub-section requires that after the charge is framed it must be 
read and explained to the accused. A mere framing of the charge is 
not enough . 1 

12. Right of accused to cross-examine prosecution witnesses after 

•charge is framed See S, 213 Note 7. 


2,1 1 .* (1) The accused shall he required at 
List of witnesses once to give in orally or in writing, 
for defence on trial. a jjgj; 0 f the persons (if any) whom 

he wishes to he summoned to give evidence on his 
trial. 


* 1882 :S. 211; 1872 : S. 200 paras. 1 and 3 ; 1861 : S. 227. 


3. (’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 15 (15,16):1901 P L R 51, Mulccr ji v. Empress. 
See also S. 254 Note 7. 

4. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 85 (90) (FB), Sant Singh v. Empress. 

5. (’79) 4 Cal L R 338 (339, 340), In the matter 'of Tiiribullah. 

•6. (’35) AIR 1935 All 579 (583) : 36 Cri L Jour 1013 ,Sahdco Bam v. Emperor. 

Note 11 

1. (1865) 2 Sutli IV R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Hurnath Bog. 

2Cr.79. 


Section 210 
Notes 6-12 


Section 211 
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402.* (i) The [ * * * ] a Provincial Government 
Power to commute may, without the consent of the 
punishment. person sentenced, commute any one 

of the following sentences for any other mentioned 
after it : — 

death, transportation, penal servitude, rigorous 
imprisonment for a term not exceeding that to which 
he might have been sentenced, simple imprisonment 
for a like term, fine. 

(2)° Nothing in this section shall affect the provi- 
sions of section 54 or section 55 of the Indian Penal 
Code. 

a. The words “G. G. in Council or the" were repealed by A. 0. 

b. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

c. Section 402 was renumbered as S. 402, sub-s. (1) and sub-s.(2) was inserted 
by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923, 

1. Scope of the section. — Certain accused persons were 
sentenced to death by a special Tribunal under Ordinance 3 of 1930. The 
execution of the sentence was stayed by the Provincial Government 
pending the decision of the Privy Council in the appeal against th6 
sentence. Before the appeal was disposed of, the special Tribunal 
ceased to exist, and on the dismissal of the appeal it was contended 
that as the Tribunal ceased to exist and the time for execution had 
expired the custody of the prisoners was illegal. It was held that even 
if there was difficulty in carrying out the death sentence, still the 
Provincial Government could commute the sentence under this section. 1 
See also the undermentioned cases, 2 


402A. The powers conferred hy sections 401 
Sentences of and 402 upon the Provincial Government 
death. may, in the case of sentences of death, also 

he exercised hy the Governor General in his discretion. 

This section was newly inserted by the A. 0; compare Govt, of India Act, 
1935, Section 295. 


* 1882 :S. 402; 1872 : S. 322; 1861 — Nil. 


Section 402 — Note 1 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 359 (360) : 33 Cri L Jour 126, Chint Bam v. Emperor. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 All 445 (447): 20 Cr. L. J. 767, Garib v. Emperor. (Oo-offenders 
tried separately, received a lesser sentence on the same facts — Held that case 
might be brought to notice of Government so that the inequalities in sentences 
might be removed.) 

(’68) 1868 Rat 10 (11), Beg. v. JeevaAmlha. (In view of the long delay in execution 
of the sentence of death, High Court recommended to Government that sentence 
should be commuted to transportation for life.) 


Section 502 


Section 302IL 
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-403. * (1) A person who has once been tried 
Person once con- by a Court of competent jurisdiction 

no C t te to be tried U fw ^ or an offence and convicted or 
same offence. acquitted of such offence shall, while 

such conviction or acquittal remains in force, not he 
liable to be tried again for the same offence, nor on 
the same facts for any other offence for which a 
different charge from the one made against him might 
have been made under section 236, or for which he 
might have been convicted under section 237. 

(2) A person acquitted or convicted of any offence 
may be afterwards tried for any distinct offence for 
which a separate charge might have been made 
against him on the former trial under section 235, 
sub-section (1). 

(3 ) A person convicted of any offence constituted 
by any act causing consequences which, together with 
such act, constituted a different offence from that of 
which he was convicted, may be afterwards tried for 
such last-mentioned offence, if the consequences had 
not happened, or were not known to the Court to 
have happened, at the time when he was convicted. 

(4) A person acquitted or convicted of any offence 
constituted by any acts may, notwithstanding such 


* Code of 1882 : S. 403. 

Subs-section (a) was added iu 1898 ; otherwise the section was the same. 

Code of 1872 : Ss. 460 ; 147, para. 2 ; 195, Expin. 2 and 215, Expln. 2, 
4G0. A person who has once been tried for an offence and convicted or 


Person once convicted 
or acquitted not to be 
tried for same offence. 


acquitted of such offence, shall, while such conviction 
or acquittal remains in force, not be liable to be tried 
again on the same facts for the same offence, nor for 
any other offence, for which a different charge from 
the one made against him might have been made under S. 455, or for which he 
might have been convicted under section 456. 

A person convicted or acquitted of any offence may be afterwards tried for 
any offence for which a separate charge might have been made against him in the 
former trial under S. 454, para. 1. 

A person acquitted or convicted of any offence in respect of any act causing 
consequences which together with such act, constituted a different offence from 
that for which such person was acquitted or convicted, may be afterwards tried 
for such last-mentioned offence, if the consequences had not happened, or were 
not known to the Court to have happened, at the time when he was acquitted or 
convicted. 

A person acquitted or convicted of any offence in respect of any facts may, 
notwithstanding such acquittal or conviction, be subsequently charged with and 
tried for any other offence which he may have committed in respect of the same 
facts, if the Court by which he was first tried was not competent to try the offence 
with which he is subsequently charged. 
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acquittal or conviction, "be subsequently charged with, 
and tried for, any other offenco constituted by the 
same acts which he may have committed if the Court 
by which he was first tried was not competent to try 
the offence with which he is subsequently charged. 


Illustrations 

(a) .1 is tiictl upon a charge of tlicft ns n servant and acquitted. Ho cannot 
afterwards lie charged upon the same facts, cither with tlicft ns n servant, with 
theft riniply, or with criminal hreaeh of trust. 

(b) A is tried upon a charge of murder and acquitted. There is no charge 
of rohWy; hut it appears from the facts that .1 committed rohlx ry nt the timu 
when the murder was committed ; he may afterwards he clanged with, and tried 
for rnhhcrv. 

(c) A is triid for an assault and convicted. The person afterwards dies. A 
may lxi tried again for culpable homicide. 

(d) A is tried under S. 270, I. I’. C., for malignantly doing nil net likely to 
spread the infection of a disease d angergous to life and is acquitted. The net so 
done afterwards causes a person prinanently to loo his eyesight. .1 may ho 
charged, under S. 327, with voluntarily earn ing grievous hurt to that person. 

(c) A is charged before the Court of So --.ion and convicted of the culpable 
homicide of II. A may not afterwards he tried for the murder of B on the same 
facts. 

(f) A is charged by a Magistrate of the first cla r s with, and convicted hv 
him of, voluntarily causing hurt to R. A may not afterwards he tried for volun- 
tarily causing grievous hurt to II, on the fame facts, unle-s the cu e come.) within 
paragraph 3. 

(g) A is charged by a Magistrate of the second chrt with, and convicted by 
him of, theft of properly from the jx-rson of 11. A may he, inib-oquently charged 
with, niul tried for robhery on the same facts. 

(h) A, B and C nre charged by a Magistrate of a first class with, ami 
convicted by him of, robbing I). A, IJ and C may afterwards he charged with, and 
tried for, dacoityon the mine facts. 

147. .... 

The dismissal of a complaint shall not prevent sulrequcnt proceedings. 

* • • • 

105 . 

Explanation II. — A discharged is not equivalent to an acquittal, and does 
not bar the revival of a pro.->>cution for the same oflence. 


215. .... 

Explanation II. — A discharge is not equivalent to an acquittal, and does 
not bar the revival of a prosecution for the, same oflence. 


Code of 1861 : Ss. 55 and 60. 


55. A person who has once been tried for nil 
offence and convicted or acquitted of such offence, shall 
not ho liable to he tried again for tlm same oflence. 
Provided that any person may bn tried for tho offenco 
of culpable homicide and punished for that oflence, 
notwithstanding he. may have been tried and punished 
for tho act which cause tho death, if at tho time of his conviction for the said act 
death shall not have resulted, or shall not have been known by the Court which 
passed sentence to have resulted. 

CO. No person charged and tried for an oflence under any section of tho 
Penal Code in tho last four sections of this Act 
mentioned, and found guilty of another offence 
nndcr the provisions of any other of tho snid 
sections of the Penal Code, shall bo liablo to bo 
afterwards prosecuted upon the same facts under 
tho section under which ho was charged, or under tho section under which ho 
was found guilty. 


Party trial upon for- 
mal charge not liable to 
renewed prosecution. 

Proviso 


No person charged 
under the last four sec- 
tions, and found guilty 
liable to be charged again. 


Section 403 
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Section 403 


(5) Nothing in this section shall affect the provi- 
sions of section 26 of the General Glauses Act, 1897, 
or section 188 of this Code. 


Explanation. — The dismissal of a complaint, 
the stopping of proceedings under section 219, the 
discharge of the accused or any entry made upon a 
charge under section 273, is not an acquittal for the 
purposes of this section. 

Illustrations 

(a) A is tried upon a cliarge of theft as a servant and acquitted. He cannot 
afterwards, while the acquittal remains in force, be charged with theft as a servant, 
or, upon the same facts, with theft simply, or with criminal breach of trust. 

(b) A is tried upon a charge of murder and acquitted. There is no charge of 
robbery ; but it appears from the facts that A committed robbery at the time when 
the murder was committed ; he may afterwards be charged with, and tried for, 
robbery. 

(c) A is tried for causing grievous hurt and convicted. The person injured 
afterwards dies. A may be tried again for culpable homicide. 

(d) A is charged before the Court of Session and convicted of the culpable 
homicide of B. A may not afterwards be tried on the same facts for the murder 
of B. 

(c) A is charged by a Magistrate of the first class with, and convicted 
by him of, voluntarily causing hurt to B. A may not afterwards be tried for 
voluntarily causing grievous hurt to B on the same facts, unless the case comes 
within paragraph 3 of the section. 

(f) A is charged by a Magistrate of the second class with, and convicted 
by him of, theft of property from the person of B. A may be subsequently charged 
with, and tried for, robbery on the same facts. 

(g) A, B and C are charged by a Magistrate of the first class with, and 
convicted by him of, robbing D. A, B and C may afterwards be charged with, 
and tried for, dacoity on the same facts. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. In what cases fresh trial is 

barred. 

3. “ Same offence.” 

4. Any other offence for which 

a different charge might have 
been made under S. 236. 

5. “Any distinct offence.” 

6. Consequences of act happening 

after previous conviction — 
Sub-section (3). 

7. “Tried.” 


8. “Acquittal” — Meaning of. 

9. “ Conviction” — Meaning of. 

10. “While such conviction or ac- 

quittal remains in force.” 

11. Court of competent jurisdiction. 

12. Identity of accused necessary 

for application of section. 

13. Dismissal of complaint or dis- 

charge of accused. 

14. “Discharge” — Meaning of. 

15. General Clauses Act, S. 26. 

15a. Section 188 of the Code. 

16. Practice. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Absence of sanction or complaint for 
trial — Court trying — Whether one of 
competent jurisdiction. See Note 11. 

Acquittal — Implies trial. See Note 7. 

Acquittal — Establishes innocence of 
accused — Such innocence cannot be 
disputed in subsequent proceedings. 
See Note 1. 


Acquittal or discharge. See Note 8. 
Appeal — Not fresh trial. See Note 7. 

Bar of extradition proceedings — Not 
affected. See Note 15a. 

Complaint dismissed by one Magistrate 
— Another Magistrate — Whether can 
start fresh prosecution. See Note 13. 
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Conviotion in Native State — Whether 
can be pleaded as bar. See Note 11. 

Conviction or acquittal by Court esta- 
blished under local or special law is by 
competent Court. See Note 11. 

Departmental punishment — Not con- 
viction. See Note 9. 

Dismissal of complaint or discharge — 
Fresh prosecution not barred. See 
Note 13. 

Distinct offences — Test. See Note 5. 

Fresh trial — Not barred under this 
section — Court may refuse re-trial on 
other grounds. See Note 2. 

Fresh trial — When barred and when 
not — Illustrations. See Nolo 2. 

Legal Praetitioners Act — Disciplinary 
proceedings — Not trial. See Note 7. 

Magistrate's successor — Whether can 
start fresh proceedings. See Note 13. 

Offence consisting of parts — One of parts 
itself offence — Not distinct. See Note 5. 


Offence triable as warrant-case — Tried 
ns summons-case — Acquittal order is 
only discharge. See Note 14. 

Offences by same acts or omissions — 
Not distinct. See Note 5. 

Plea — Can bo raised at any stage. See 
Note 16. 

Plea — Onus of proof on necused. See 
Note 16. 

plea — To bo determined only after 
hearing evidence. See Note 16. 

Principle of section. See Note 1. 

^Re-trial with new jury — No fresh trial. 
See Note 7. 

“Same offence” — Meaning. See Note 3. 

Security proceedings or proceedings 
under S. 145 or S. 488— Not trial. See 
Note 7. 

Setting aside conviction without any- 
thing further is acquittal. See Note 8. 

Several acts — One or more of acts 
forming certain offence — Acts combined 
different offence — Offences arc not 
distinct. See Note 5. 


Section 503 
Note 1 


1. Scope of the section. — This section embodies the ancient 
maxim nemo debet bis vexari pro eadem causa (no person should be 
twice disturbed for the same cause), 1 and provides that where a person 
has once been tried and convicted or acquitted of an offence he cannot 
again be tried for the same offence or for any other offence which is 
not distinct from the one previously tried. (See Note 2). It incorporates 
the common law principle of the well-known pleas of autrefois acquit 
(formerly acquitted) and autrefois convict (formerly convicted), 2 
namely, that no one shall be punished or put in peril twice for the same 
matter. 3 The principle does not rest on any doctrine of estoppel, but 
on grounds of public policy. 1 There is nothing like res judicata in a 
criminal trial so long as it does not terminate in either acquittal or 
conviction so as to attract the provisions of this section. Hence the 
mere fact that a question was determined in a particular way in a 
prior proceeding against the accused will not preclude its being raised 
again. 6 


Section 403 — Note 1 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 56 (57): 58 Mad 513:36 Cr.L.J. 311, A. Jlf. Rangachariar 
v. Venkataswami Glictty. (Overruled on another point by A I R 1938 Mad 847.) 

2. ('39) AIR 1939 Cal 65 (71) : 40 Or. L. J. 199 : 1 L R (1939) 1 Cal 1 (FB), 
Purnananda Das v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 135 (137) : 18 I C 887 : 9 Nag L R 26, Mahadeogir v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Rang 252 (253): 6 Rang 386:29 Cr.L.J. 930, Yeok Kukv. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 126 (128) : 19 Cri L Jour 796, Nanakram v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 871 (874): 60 Cal 149: 34 Cr.L.J. 181, NafurSardarv. Emperor. 

3. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 311 (313):. 57 Mad 554 : 35 Cr.L.J. 783, Janalcirainaraju 
v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Rang 252(253) : 6 Rang 386 : 29 Cr.L.J. 930, Yeok Kuk v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 26 (27) : 9 Pat 585 : 30 Cr.L.J. 806, Babulal Mahton v. Bam 
Saran Singh. 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Rang 252 (253): 6 Rang 386: 29 Cr.L.J. 930, Yeok Kuk v. Emperor. 

5. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 55 (58): 37 Cr.L.J. 474, Diwan SinghY. Emperor. (Revision 
proceedings against conviction — Certain defence raised by accused rejected by 
High Court in such proceedings but retrial ordered on other grounds— Accused 
not precluded from raising same defence at the re-trial.) 
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Notes 1-2 


The provisions contained in this section are complete by them- 
selves on the subject of the effect of previous acquittals or convictions. 0 

Even in cases in which a trial is not barred under this section, it 
has been held in a series of decisions," following Sex v. Plummer , 8 that 
a judgment of acquittal fully establishes the innocence of the accused 
and that the fact of such innocence cannot be disputed in any 
subsequent proceedings. Thus, where A was acquitted of an offence 
and later on B was prosecuted under ss. 213 and 214, Penal Code, 
(concealing offence and screening offender) with reference to the same 
offence, it was held that the fact, established by the acquittal of A, viz., 
that no offence was committed by him, could not be disputed in the 
prosecution of B.° 

2. In what cases fresh trial is barred. — The question in 
what cases a fresh trial is barred under this section and in what cases 
it is not, can best be discussed by reference to the following illustrative 
cases : — 

(1) A is tried for offence X and is convicted or acquitted. He is again 
sought to be tried for same offence X. 

(2) A is tried for offence X and is convicted or acquitted. He is again 
sought to be tried for offence Y, for which a charge might have 
been framed against him in the former trial, under S. 236 of the 
Code or of which he might have been convicted under S. 237 of the 
Code. 

(3) A is tried for offence X and is convicted or acquitted. He is again 
sought to be tried for offence Y. X and Y are distinct offences 

6. (-39) AIR 1939 Cal 65 (71) : 40 Cr.L. J. 199 : 1 L R (1939) 1 Cal 1 (FB), Puma - 
nanda Das v. Emperor. (The language of the section cannot he stretched, nor 
the principles extended so as to give an accused the benefit of the spirit under- 
lying its provisions.) 

(-37) AIR 1937 Cal 99 (113, 114): 38 Cr.L.J. 818 (SB), Jitcndra Nathv. Emperor. 

7. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 396 (397) : 11 Ind Cas 580 (Cal), Emperor v. Noni Gopal. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 286 (2S8) : 10 I C 582 : 38 Cal 559, Emperor v. Noni Gopal. 
(’34) AIR 1934 All G1 (65) : 35 Cri L Jour 1349, Ram Das v. Emperor. (Evidence 

of particular offences which are objects of alleged conspiracy and of which accused 
has been acquitted cannot be used in subsequent trial for conspiracy.) 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 5 (18, 26) : IS Ind Cas 149 (Cal), Rajcndra N arayanr. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr L.J. 94 (96) : 9 Ind Cas 511 (Lah), Gancsh Das v. Emperor. (Acquittal 
on charge of enticing away married woman — Magistrate holding that accused was 
not present when the woman ran away with her children — Fresh trial for kid- 
napping children — Finding of fact in previous trial cannot be ignored.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 470 (472) : 35 Cri L Jour 36, Emperor v. Munnoo. (Charge 
of burglary — Evidence of possession of certain rifle cartridges sought to be let in 
as proof of complicity of accused — Prior acquittal under Arms Act, S. 19 (f), of 
offence of possession of same cartridges — Question cannot be reopened.) 

(’12) 15 Cal L J 517(596):13 Cr.L.J. 609:16I.C. 257, PulinBchari Dasy .Emperor. 
(’35) 1935 M W N 1342 (1343), Yccrayya Y andayar v. Emperor. (Acquittal of murder 
on ground that accused acted in private defence — Finding that he did so is 
binding in subsequent prosecution against him under Arms Act, S. 19 (f).) 

(Rut see (’G7) 7 Sutk Yv E Cr 15 (21), Queen v. DicarJcaNalh. (Court before which 
a second trial is held has nothing to do with the evidence given in the former 
trial except for the purpose of ascertaining whether the offence in the two trials 
is the same.) 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 14(15, 1G) : 14 Beng L R 54, Quecny. Iff. Itwarya. (Do.)] 

8. (1902) 2 K B 339 (349) : 71 L J K B 805 : 86 L T 836 : 51 W R 137 : 66 J P 
C47 : 20 Cos C C 269 : 18 T L R 659. 

9. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 453 (455) : 20 I. C. 613 : 37 Bom 658, Emperor v. Sanalal 
Lain Bhai. 
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forming parts of the same transaction but not falling within S. 236 
or s. 237 of the Code. 

(4) A is tried for offence X and is convicted or acquitted. He is again 
sought to be tried for offence Y. X and Y are “distinct” offences 
forming separate transactions. 

(5) A is tried for offence X. He is again sought to be tried for offence Y. 
X and Y are not distinct offences and do not fall within Ss. 236 and 
237 of the Code, but form part of the same transaction. 

In cases l and 2 the subsequent trial is barred under sub-s. (l) of 
the section. 1 Sub-section (2) provides that in case 3 the subsequent 
trial is not barred. Case 4 does not fall either under sub-s. (l) or 
sub-s. ( 2 ). The subsequent trial is, however, obviously not barred. The 
reason is that if a subsequent trial for a distinct offence forming part 
of the same transaction , is not barred, a subsequent trial for a distinct 
offence not forming part of the same transaction cannot be barred. 

Case 5 is not within sub-s. (l) of the section. Sub-section ( 2 ) also 
does not in terms apply to it; but it implies that a subsequent trial is 
barred, and decisions which have held that a subsequent trial in such 
cases is barred can only be supported in this view. 2 Thus, where A 
gives Z fifty strokes with a stick, each stroke is a different offence, but 
all the strokes form part of the same transaction. The offences are, 
however, not d istinct and a conviction or acquittal in respect of one 
such stroke would operate as a bar to a subsequent trial for other strokes. 

From the above discussion, it will be clear that a subsequent trial 
of an accused person in regard to an affair will be barred in the 
following cases : — 

(l) Where the offence subsequently charged is the same as the one 
previously tried. 


Note 2 

1. Same offence : — 

('09) 3 Gr. L. J. 115 (116) : 2 C L J 622, Suresh Chandra v. Banku Sadlm. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 412 (412) : 3 Low Bur Rur 253, San Mya v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 259 (259) : 35 Cri L Jour 570, Gaya Din Lai v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 143 (143) : 18 Cri L Jour 324, Saifuddin v. Emperor. 

(1900) 5 Cal W N 72 (73), Jaliram Alom v. Rajkumar Umar sing. (First charge 
oi being member of unlawful assembly with common object of assaulting com- 
plainant and also assault on complainant — Acquittal — Subsequent proceedings for 
offence under S. 323, Penal Code, held could not be reopened until order of 
acquittal was set aside.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 504 (506) (Lah), Emperor v. Dina Nath. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 785 (785) : 32 Cr.L.J. 27, Eolandaswami Filial v. Eajaratna 
Mudaliar. (Fresh trial barred, though complainant different.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 10 (15) : 21 Sind L E 1 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1105, Fakir Mahomed 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 90 (90) : 21 Cri L Jour 164, Ram Chander v. Emperor. (Do.) 

Different offences'. 

See also Notes 4, 5. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 All 899 (900) : 51 All 977 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1089, Ghamandi Nath 
v. Babu Lai. (Express limitation of sub-s. (2) to S. 235, sub-s. (1) necessarily implies 
the exclusion from its operation cases falling under the other sub-sections of S. 235.) 

(’28) AIR 192S Bom 177 (178) : 29 Cr.L.J. 522, Dagdi Dagdya v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 135 (137) : 18 Ind Cas'887 : 9 Nag L R 26, Mahadcogir v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

[Sec also (’2S) AIR 1928 Rang 252 (254) : G Rang 386 : 29 Cr. L. J. 930, Ycok 
Kill; v. Emperor. (The key to sub-s. (2) lies in words ‘‘distinct offence.”) 


Section 303 
Note 2 
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Section 403 
Notes 2-3 


(2) Where the offence subsequently charged is one for which a charge 
might have been framed under S. 236 or of which the accused might 
have been convicted under s. 237 at the previous trial. 

(3) Where the offence subsequently charged is not distinct from the 
one previously tried (except in eases coming under sub-ss. (3) and (4)). 
A second trial will not be barred in any other case, although the 
offence subsequently charged may have been committed in the 
course of the same transaction as the one previously tried. 3 

Further, even with regard to offences which are not distinct, a 
second trial will not be barred in cases coming under sub-ss. (3) and (l) 
of this section. 

As to the meaning of the words “same offence” and “distinct 
offences,” see Notes 3 and 5. 

Even in cases in which a fresh trial may not be barred under this 
section, the Court may refuse to proceed against a person on the 
ground that it is not desirable or proper in the circumstances of a 
particular case to prosecute a person for a second time on the same 
facts. 4 


3. “Same offence.” — The word "offence” has been defined in 
S. 4 (l) clause (o) as any act or omission made punishable by any law 
for the time being in force. That definition applies, however, where a 
different intention does not appear from the subject or context. 
Sub-section ( 4 ) of this section shows that the same act may constitute 
different offences. The words “same offence” in this section, therefore, 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh G4 (64) : 20 Oudh Cas 262 : 25 Cr. L. J. 794, RamNidh v. 
Ram Saran. (Acquittal of an offence arising out of certain facts under a wrong 
section will prevent a further enquiry into any offence based on the same facts 
until that acquittal is set aside.)] 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 99 (113) : 38 Cr. L. J. SIS (SB), JitcndraNalhv. Emperor. 
(The true test is not so much whether the facts are the same in both trials as 
whether the acquittal or conviction from the first charge necessarily involves an 
acquittal or conviction on the second charge.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal Go (70) : 40 Cr. L. J. 199 : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 1 (FB), Purna- 
nanda Das v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’36) AIR 193G Rang 174 (175) : 14 Rang 24 : 37 Cri L Jour 492, Abdul Hamid 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

4. (’38) AIR 193S Lah G25 (G27) : 39 Cri L Jour 9G0 : I L R (1939) Lah 373, 
Emperor v. Ram Rath a. (Accused acquitted on charge under S. 211, Penal Code 
— Subsequent trial under S. 182 after obtaining sanction under S. 195, Criminal 
P. C. though technically legal savours of unnecessary harassment.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 291 (292) : 33 Cr.L.J. 439, Ajodliyanath v. Kshilish Chandra. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 60 (GO) : 31 Cr. L. J. 613, Eailaspati XJpadhya v. Gop i Eoiri. 
(Prosecution for offence under Railways Act — Assault committed by accused taken 
into account in awarding sentence — Subsequent prosecution for assault — Held, 
it was not just to prosecute accused again for assault.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 790 (793) : 2 A L J 673 : 1905 AWN 238, Emperor v. Inaui- 
ullah. (Circumstances showing that forgery of six documents constituted one 
transaction — Accused charged in respect of three only and acquitted — Subsequent 
trial for other three forgeries quashed and ordered to be discontinued.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 457 (459) : 57 Cal 268, Nripendra Chandra v. Ehhcrali. (In 
cases of criminal breach of trust or misappropriation, it is not desirable that a 
man should be tried as many times when he could have been tried at one trial.) 
[Sec also (’3G) AIR 1936 Lali 47 (48) : 37 Cr.L. J .427 ,Chaman Lalv. Emperor. 
(Though a previous order dismissing a complaint under S. 203, is not a bar to 
the institution of a fresh complaint, -it is only in exceptional circumstances that 
the second complaint should be entertained on the same facts.)] 
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must be taken to mean the same act or omission made punishable 
under the same provision of law. Where an act or omission is 
punishable under different provisions of law, the person committing it 
cannot be said to “commit the same offence” within the meaning of 
this sub-section. 1 Hence, the expressions “same offence” and “same 
act or omission” cannot be treated as inter-changeable. The judgment 
in the undermentioned case 2 is, it is submitted, not correct in this 
respect. 

The view has sometimes been expressed 3 that the words “same 
offence” in sub-s. (l) refer to the same transaction. It is submitted 
that such an interpretation is too broad. Sub-sections (2) to ( 4 ) show 
that though the transaction may be the same the offences involved 
may be different. 

4. Any other offence for which a different charge might 
have been made under section 236. — The expression “might have 
been made” means “might have been lawfully made.” 1 As to when a 
charge may be framed under S. 236, see Notes to s. 236. See also the 
cases cited below. 2 

5. “Any distinct offence.” — Before the amendment of 1923, 
S. 35 of the Code provided that where at one trial, a person was 
convicted of two or more distinct offences the Court may sentence 
him to the several punishments prescribed therefor. An Explanation 
to the section provided that separable offences within the meaning of 
S. 71 of the Penal Code were not distinct offences within the meaning 


Note 3 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 26 (27): 9 Pat 58S: 30 Cr.L.J. 806, Bobu Lai v. Eamsaran 
Singh. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 311 (313) : 57 Mad 554: 35 Cr.L.J. 783, Janahiramaraju 
v. Emperor. (In trial under S. 397, Penal Code, jury never addressing themselves 
to alternative charge under S. 307, Penal Code — Eclcl, that this fact cannot justify 
another trial under S. 307 on the same facts, as offence under S. 397 includes 
one under S. 307.) 

3. (’03) 6 Oudh Cas 153 (158), Raghubar v. King-Emperor. 

[ See also (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 135 (138):18 IC887: 9 Nag L R 26, Maliadeogir v. 
Emperor. (When person is tried and convicted or acquitted for offence arising 
out of a particular set of facts, he cannot, while acquittal or conviction remains 
in force, be again tried in respect of any offence, based on the same facts.)] 

Note 4 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 26 (27): 9 Pat 585: 30 Cr.L.J. 806, Bobu Lai v. Eamsaran 
Singh. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Mad 353 (360, 372): 37 Cri L Jour 637 (FB), Emperor v. John 
Mclver. (Accused acquitted of cheating subsequently put on trial for criminal 
breach of trust — Facts identical in both — Subsequent trial barred — Cornish and 
Mockett JJ., applied this principle but Lakshmana Rao J. held that the offences 
were distinct and that the subsequent trial was not barred.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 240 (241) : 35 Cri L Jour 1270, Hira Lai v. Emperor. (Trial 
under certain sections expressly reserved — Charges cannot have been framed for 
such offences.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 478 (479): 25 Cri L Jour 244, In re Chinnappa Naidu. (Trial 
and acquittal for mischief on certain facts — Subsequent trial on same facts for 
rioting, held, barred, as alternate charges under mischief and rioting could have 
been framed in previous trial.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur 60 (61) : 16 Cri L Jour 267, Nga Sliawc Yi v. Emperor. 
(Conviction for lesser offence — Discovery of fresh evidence showing that graver 
offence was committed — Fresh trial for graver offence barred.) 


Section 403 
Notes 3-5 
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Section $03 of that section. Separate offences not falling within S. 71 of the Penal 

Note S Code, were, therefore, distinct offences. The word “distinct” which had 

been used in this section also even before 1923 continues to exist even now 
in this section, though by the amendment of 1923, it has been deleted 
in S. 35. But the test to determine whether the offences charged at two 
trials are distinct for purposes of this section would he the same, namely, 
whether, if the offences were charged at the same trial, separate 
sentences could he passed in respect thereof under S. 71 of the Penal 
Code. 1 Hence, the following considerations based on S. 71 of the Penal 
Code may he applied in determining whether two offences are distinct: — 
(l) Where the offences are constituted by the same acts or omissions 
they are not distinct. 2 See also Note 6. 

Illustrations 

(a) A person who has been tried for an offence under S. 202 of the Penal 
Code, cannot be tried again, on the same facts, for an offence under S. 176 of the 
Penal Code because the offences under the two sections would be constituted by the 
same acts. 3 

(b) A person who is acquitted of the offence of disorderly behaviour on a 
public thoroughfare under a Police Act [for example, the Rangoon PolieeAct,S.41, 
sub-s.(16)] cannot again be tried under the Penal Code for rioting where the 
same acts constitute both the offences. 4 5 

(c) An acquittal of a person under S. 211 of the Penal Code, would bar his 
trial again on the same facts for an offence under S. 182 of the Penal Code. 3 

(d) A person tried under S. 353 of the Penal Code cannot again be tried in 
respect of the same act under S. 186 of the Penal Code. 6 

See also the undermentioned cases. 7 

Note5 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 311 (313) : 57 Mad 554: 35 Cr.L.J. 783, Janahiramaraju 
v. Emperor. 

2. (’S9) 2 C P L R Cr 66 (68, 69), Empress v. Gancsh Prasad. (Trial and acquittal 
of accused on charge of murder — Second trial on same facts and for same crimi- 
nalact but foroffence of culpable homicide not amounting to murder, held, barred.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 311 (313): 57 Mad 554: 35 Cri L Jour 783, Janahiramaraju 
v. Emperor. ( Autrefois convict forbids a man to be punished twice for the same 
offence, i. c., the same acts and omissions.) 

See also cases in Foot-notes 3 to 7. 

3. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 3S8 (3S9, 390): 10 C W X 518, Sharbelchan v. Emperor. 

[See also (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 135 (138) : 9 Nng L R 26, Mahadcogir v. Emperor. 

(Acquittal under S. 203 precludes trial under S. 177, Penal Code.)] 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 436 (438): 37 Cr.L.J. 1S9, Nga MyatThaungv. Emperor. 

5. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 214 (21G) : 19 I C 310 : 36 Mad 308, Ganapathi Bhatta v. 
Emperor. 

6. (’29) AIR 1929 All 940 (940):30 Cr.L.J. 1153, Abdul Rashid v. Harish Chandra. 

7. (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 614 (614, 615): 39 Cri L Jour 870 : I L R (1938) Lah 127, 
Bhag Singh v. Emperor. (Acquittal of charge .under S. 323, Penal Code — Subse- 
quent retrial for charge under S. 324 barred.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 117 (118, 119): 38 Cr.L.J. 368, Maliadco v. Emperor. (Acquittal 
on charge under S. 408 or Ss. 408/109,1. P. C. — Subsequent charge under S. 477A 
— Acts amounting to offence in both cases same — Trial on latter charge is barred.) 
(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 6S6 (687): 38 Cri L Jour 1, Shib Chandra v. Emperor. (Person, 
prosecuted under S. 283, Penal Code, for obstructing river by extending tank- 
banks, acquitted on appeal — Subsequent prosecution under Embankment Act for 
meddliug with embankment — Subsequent offence held not distinct offence and 
principle of autrefois acquit applied.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 26 (27) : 30 Cri L Jour 806 : 9 Pat 585, Babu Lai Mahton v. 
Bam Saran Singh. (Accused suddenly rising in Court and shouting out, assault- 
ing another with shoe — He commits offences under Ss. 228 and 355, Penal Code, 
but sub-s. 2 of S. 403 does not apply because the entire series of acts constitute 
both the acts.) 
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Notes la-1 


(2) The Magistrate may, in his discretion, allow 
the accused to give in any further list of 
witnesses at a subsequent time; and, 
where the accused is committed for trial before the 
High Court, nothing in this section shall be deemed 
to preclude the accused from giving, at any time- 
before his trial, to the Clerk of the Crown a further 
list of the persons whom he wishes to be summoned 
to give evidence on such trial. 


Synopsis 


la. Object of the section. 

1. “ The accused shall be required.” 

2. “At once.” 

3. Right of accused filing the list — 

Enforcement of attendance of 
■witnesses. 


4. Refusal of Magistrate to sum- 

mon witnesses. 

5. Reserving of defence by the 

accused. 

6. Failure of the accused to give a 

list — Effect of. 

7. Further list. 


la. Object of the section. — The purpose of this section is 
merely that executive authorities should be able to compel the 
attendance of such witnesses as the accused wishes to be summoned 
in order that when the trial of the case comes on in the Sessions Court, 
the case may be heard from day to day and no time should be wasted. 
Under S. 291 the accused can examine witnesses who are present in 
Court although they were not previously named by him. 1 

1. “ The accused shall be required.” — After the charge framed 
against the accused has been read and explained to him under S. 210, 
sub-s.(2) above, the Magistrate is bound under this section to require 
the accused to give in a list of witnesses, if any, whom he wishes to be 
summoned to give evidence on his trial in the Court of Session. 1 The 
accused must bo clearly and specifically asked for a list of witnesses. 
It is not enough to put the question “Have you any evidence?” Such 
a question is ambiguous and might suggest to the accused, only an 
inquiry as to whether he has witnesses ready in Court. 2 

The language of the section is imperative, and a failure to ask an 
accused person to give in his list of witnesses will render his conviction 
liable to be quashed, even though he has been tried along with others, 
who had been so asked. 3 

It is also necessary that the names of witnesses for the defence 
must appear on the record. Where a Magistrate omits to enter the 

Section 211 — Note la 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Lali 533 (535, 536) : 17 Lab 176 : 37 Cr. L. J. 742 (FB), Mt. 
Niamat v. Emperor. 

Note 1 

1. (1865) 2 Sutb W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Hurnatli Boy. 

(’05) 7 Bom L R 723 (724) : 2 Cr. L. J. 601, Emperor v. Eondi Baghu. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 23 (23) : 35 Cri L Jour 616, Mahomed Sharif v. Emperor. 
(Accused must be informed of tbe necessity of giving in bis list of witnesses at 
any time or of tbe fact that be has a right to give in any sucb list.) 

2. (’05) 7 Bom L R 723 (724) ; 2 Cr. L. J. 601, Emperor v. Eondi Baghu. 

3. (’68) 10 Sutb W R Cr 7 (7), Bhugwan v. Doyal Gopc. 
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The undermentioned decisions 8 in so far ;as they are inconsistent 

■with the above view are, it is submitted, not correct. 

(’23) AIE 1923 Cal 407 (408) : 25 Cri L Jour 149, Fazzar Pramanic v. Emperor. 
(First trial under S. 426, (Mischief) Penal Code — Second trial under S. 379, Penal 
Code, for same act and on same facts barred.) - 

(’71) 16 Suth W E Cr 3 (3) : 7 Beng L E App 25, Kaptcm v. G. M. Smith. (Trial 
for assault (S. 352, Penal Code) bars trial for causing hurt where act constituting 
offences is same.) ; ■ ' . • - 

(’90) 1890 Bat 519 (520), QueenEmpress v. Wali Asmal. (Trial under S. 324, Penal 
Code, bars trial under S. 323, Penal Code, for same act.) 

(’27) AIE 1927 Cal 224 (225): 28 Cri L Jour 233 ' r Alfred v. Emperor. (Conviction 
of officer of ship under S. 68 of Calcutta Police Act for drunken and disorderly 
behaviour by assaulting captain of ship bars trial on same facts for assault under 
S. 103 (4) of the Merchants Shipping Act.) 

(’26) AIE 1926 Lali 639 (639) : 8 Lab 52 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1019, Fattch Muhammad 
v. Emperor. (Cutting tree in Mahomedan graveyard — First trial under S. 297, 
Penal Code, and acquittal — Second trial under S. 379 barred, the reason being 
that the act is the same though it may have two distinct results.) 

(’2S) AIE 1928 All 191 (191) : 29 Cr. L. J. 271, Gur Narayan v. Emperor. (Trial 
under S. 5, Motor Vehicles Act, for reckless driving precludes trial under S. 279, 
Penal Code, for rash driving on public road so as to endanger human life or to 
be likely to cause injury or hurt to any other person — But conviction for rash 
driving does not protect accused from prosecution for consequences of such driv- 
ing under S. 323 or S. 338, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIE 1928 Cal 240 (241), ChaitoKalwar v. Emperor. (Where the goods which 
formed the subject of a charge under Ch. 17, Penal Code, and of a charge under 
S. 54-A, Calcutta Police Act, were identical — Held, second trial barred.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Lali 157 (158) : 25 Cri L Jour 1241, Hussain v. Emperor. (Trial 
under S. 121-A (conspiracy to wage war against the king) precludes trial on 
same facts for offence under S. 120B, criminal conspiracy.) 

(’28) AIE 1928 Bang 252 (254) : 6 Bang 386 : 29 Cri L Jour 930, Yeole Kulc v. 
Emperor. (Trial under Burma Forest Act for extracting teak timber without 
license and for counterfeiting akauk mark on teak timber stolen by him — Fresh 
trial on same facts under Ss. 379 and 411, Penal Code, is barred.) 

(’23) AIE 1923 Cal 179 (179) : 24 Cr. L. J. 509 : 49 Cal 924, Emperor v. Jhabbar 
Mull. (Trial for offence under S. 408, (criminal breach of trust) in respect of 
certain sums — Misappropriation alleged by prosecution to have been carried out 
by means of certain false entries in accounts — Fresh trial under S. 477-A is 
barred.) 

(’21) AIE 1921 Pat 22 (22, 23) : 22 Cr. L. J. 63, Maksuddan Mistry v. Emperor. 
(Acquittal under S. 338, Penal Code, for rash and negligent driving motor car 
bars fresh trial under Motor Vehicles Act, S. 16, for driving without license — . 
Applicability of S. 403 does not depend upon additional evidence being available 
or not — The observation of the Judge that the accused cannot be tried a second 
time on the same facts cognate to or involved in the ofience with which he was 
previously charged held to be of a somewhat general character in AIE 1936 Pat 503.) 

(’18) AIE 1918 Lah 49 (50) : 1918 Pun Be No. 23 Cr : 19 Cri L Jour 931, Raj 
Bahadur v. Emperor. (Selling married girl by misrepresenting that she is virgin, 
— Conviction under S. 372, Penal Code, precludes trial for cheating.) 

(’19) AIE 1919 Pat 70 (71) : 20 Cri L Jour 526, Muhammad Saleh v. Emperor. 
(Acquittal under S. 363, Penal Code, (kidnapping) bars trial under Ss. 365, 366, 
and 368, Penal Code.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 284 (292): 10 M L J 405, Jagannadha Rao v. Kamaraju. (A charge 
of kidnapping from lawful guardianship under S. 366, Penal Code, in general 
terms and not stating from whose guardianship kidnappingtookplace — Acquittal 
on such a charge may be pleaded in bar of a trial of a charge of kidnapping from 
■the guardianship of particular person.) 

8. (’32) AIE 1932 Mad 362 (363) : 55 Mad 788 : 33 Cr. L. J. 522, Subhiah Hone 
v. Kandasivami Kone. (Offences under S. 323, Penal Code, and S. 3 (12), Madras 
Towns Nuisances Act — Though same act may constitute both offences, separate 
trials not barred.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 325 (325, 326) : 6 Ind Cas 352 : 37 Cal 604, Ram Setvah Lai v. 
Mancswar Singh. (False information to public servant — Ss. 182 and 500, Penal 
’Code — Acquittal on charge under S. 182, Penal Code — No bar to trial.under 
Section 500.) 


Section '503' 
Notes 


2Cr,137. 
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Section 403 
Note 6 


(2) Where anything which is an offence consists of parts, any of which 
parts is itself an offence, the offences are not distinct. Thus, where 
a person receives or retains different items of stolen property at 
the same time, he does not eommit so many distinct offences. 0 See 
also the case cited below. 10 In this view, the undermentioned 
decision 11 must he deemed incorrect. 

(3) Where several acts, of which one or more than one, would, by 
itself, or by themselves, constitute an offence, constitute, when 
combined, a different offence, the offences are not distinct. 12 Thus, 
A is a member of an unlawful assembly, the common object of 
which is to cause hurt to B. In pursuance of the common object, 
A causes hurt to B. In such a case, the act of being a member of 
an unlawful assembly, and that of causing hurt constitute offences 
in themselves under Ss. 143 and 323 of the Penal Code respectively, 


(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 420 (421) : 6 Ind Cas 944 : 1910 Pun Re No. 20 Cr, Thakar 
Singh v. Chattar Pal. (Acquittal under S. 182 no bar to trial under S. 211, 
Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 231 (232) : 29 Cri L Jour 9S1, Emperor v. Bam Deoji. (Con- 
viction for driving car while drunk no bar to trial for rash and negligent driving.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 All 405 (406):48 All 496:27 Cr. L. J. 767 ,Deoki Kocri v. Emperor. 
(Where the accused was convicted for theft as he was found removing gunny 
bags with opium inside — Held his conviction for theft does not bar the trial 
for being in possession of opium under S. 9, Opium Act.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 All 299 (300) : 47 All 284:26 Cr.L. J. 688, Bam Sukliv. Emperor. 
(Conviction for affray does not bar trial for hurt caused in course of affray.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 449 (450):22Cr.L. J. 222, Tamils Lai v. Emperor. (Conviction 
for rioting — Common object of unlawful assembly to obstruct public servant in 
discharge of duty — Subsequent trial under S. 186, Penal Code, for causing ob- 
struction to public servant in discharge of duty not barred.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 470 (472) : 35 Cr. L. J. 36, Emperor v. Munno. (Conviction 
in respect of possession of stolen revolver under Ss. 411 and 414, Penal Code, is 
no bar to conviction under S. 19 (f), Arms Act, in respect of such possession.) 

[See also (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 723 (725): 60 Cal 179: 34 Cr. L. J. 177, Eanuman 
Sarma v. Emperor. (Accused not found guilty under S. 376, (Rape), Penal Code, 
does not amount to acquittal under Ss. 376 and 511.)] 

9. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 20 (24, 25) : 3 Pat 503 : 25 Cri L Jour 738, Emperor v. 
Bishun Singh. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 298 (299) : 26 Cri L Jour 1, Minima v. Emperor. 

{’93) 15 All 317 (318) : 1S93 A W N 101, Queen-Empress v. Makhan. 

(’88) 15 Cal 511 (513, 514), Ishan Muchi v. Queen-Empress. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 557 (558):50 Cal 594:24 Cr.L.J. 707, Ganesli Sahuv. Emperor. 
(’06) 1906 All W N 22 (22, 23): 28 All 313: 3 Cr. L. J. 207, Emperor v. Mianjan. 
[See (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 53 (54) : 27 Cri L Jour 1256 : 21 Sind L R 154, Dadlo 
Mai v. Emperor, (Properties received on different dates — Separate trials not 
barred — Where it is proved that the properties were stolen on different occa- 
sions, it may be presumed that they were received also at different times.)] 

See also S. 233 Note 3. 

10. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 444 (445): 28 Cr.L. J. 235, In re Mooka Pillai. (Accused 
inducing complainant to buy certain property by misrepresenting that it was 
unencumbered and that he would make a deposit — Two separate trials for cheat- 
ing in respect of the two facts misrepresented not maintainable.) 

11. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 710 (711):31 Cr. L. J, 47 2, Ghana Mahapatr a v. Emperor 
(Unlawful assembly and rioting resulting in damage to several holdings — Charge 
of separate offences legal.) 

12. See the folloiuing cases where it was held that offences coming under sub- 
s. 3, S. 235 of the Code (which deals with offences of the above kind) cannotbe 
separately tried: 

(’13) 14 Cr. L.J. 135 (137, 138):18I. C. 887: 9 Nag LR 226, Mahadcogirv. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 All 899 (900): 51 All 977: 30 Cri L Jour 1089, Ghamandi Nath v. 
Bobu Lai. 
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and constitute when combined a different offence, viz., rioting 
under S.147 of the Penal Code. But the offences under ss. 143, 
S23 and 147 are not distinct and cannot bo made the subject of 
separate trials . 13 

Where the offences in question do not fall within any of the 
above categories, they are distinct . 11 

13. (1900) 5 Cal IV N 72 (73), Jaliram v. Rajhumar. (Unlawful assembly with 
common object of assaulting comiilainnni — Complainant assaulted by nccused in 
prosecution of common object— Accused tried and acquitted under S. 147, Penal 
Code (rioting) — He cannot be tried again on same facts for causing hurt to com- 
plainant.) 

14. (’38) 42 C V X 1232 (1231), Kali Char an v. S. K. Rrahmachari. (Trinl and 
conviction of an accused qwr. on nlong with rertain others under S. 43 of the 
Calcutta Police Act docs not bar hi* subsequent trial on the same facts under 
S. 41 of that Act.) 

(’39) 1939-2 M L 3 S14 (Sl i), Thanammal v. Alamelu Animal. (Conviction of n 
I>orson under S. 75 of the Madras City Police Act is no bar to his trial for an 
offence under Ss. 323 and 352, Penal Code.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal G5 (G9, 70): 40 Cr.L.J. 199 : I Lit (1939) 1 Cal 1 (FB), Puma, 
naitcla Das v. Emperor. (Conspiracy — Person once tried on charge of conspiracy 
— S. 403 is no bar to trinl of entry into fresh conspiracy.) 

(’3G) AIR 1930 Pat 503 (501) : 37 Cri L .lour 785, Sanhalha Jtai v. Khadcran 
Mian. (Accused acquitted on a charge of affray — Subsequent trinl and conviction 
for causing hurl during the affray is not barred— AIR 1930 I’at 20 nnd AIR 1921 
Pat 22, Explained.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 451 (452) : 30 Cri L Jour 905, hi re Dodbu Kalu. (Conviction 
for affray doe? not bar trial for hurt caused in course of affray.) 

(’38) 1938 M V X 5«G (5S7), Divan Saheb v. Emperor. (Acquittal on charge under 
S.323, Penal Code, does not bar trial for offence under Madras Towns Nuisances Act.) 
(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 99 (114) : 3S Cri h Jour 818 (SB), Jikndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Charges under S. 120B, Penal Code — Subsequent charge under S. 121A — Fncts 
in the two not fame— Offences held distinct nnd S. 403 (2) applied.) 

(’37) 1937 M IV X 1217 (1218), Gurunatlta Goundan v. Emperor. (Trial and nc. 
quittnl under Ss. 379 nnd 411, Penal Code — Subsequent trinl on charge under 
Forest Act not barred.) 

(’30) AIR 193G Rang 174 (175) : 37 Cri L Jour 492 : 14 Rang 2t,.46r?u? Hamid v. 
Emperor. (Acquittal on charge of cheating by filing false affidavit — Subsequent 
trial for swearing a false affidavit is not barred.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 910 (910) : 30 Cr.L.J 1153, Abdul Rashid v. Harishchandra. 
(Prosecution under S. 155 of U. P. Municipalities Act for evasion of octroi duty 
docs not bar trial for tbc offence of obstructing the municipal peons.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Rom 2S3 (285) : 30 Cri L Jour 1059 : 53 Bom GO!, Manjubhai v. 
Emperor. (Offence under S. 19 (c), Arms Act, is distinct from offence under 
S. 321, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 191 (191):29 Cr.L.J. 271, Gur Ear a pan v. Emperor. (Accused 
driving car recklessly — Accident resulting — Person injured — Prior conviction for 
reckless driving under S. 5, Motor Vehicles Act, is no bar to trial for causing 
hurt.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 177 (178) : 29 Cri L Jour 522, Dagdi Dagdi/a v. Emperor. 
(Two contradictory statements — Accused charged under S. 193, Penal Code, but 
acquitted — Subsequent charge under S. 182, Penal Code, in respect of earlier state- 
ment is not barred.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 92 (95):30 Cri L Jour 1140, Hainan Singh v. Emperor. (Whcro 
two indictments are essentially diflercnt and relato to independent transactions, 
acquittal under ono does not bar complaint with refercnco to other.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 31G (330) : 8G Cri L Jour 982 : 02 Cal 749, Abdul Rahman v. 
Emperor. (Prosecution nnd conviction for one conspiracy is no bar to trial for a 
different conspiracy.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 181 (183) : 48 Cal 78 : 21 Cri L Jour 014, Ram Sahay Ram v. 
Emperor. (Trinl for rioting in course of which accused arc Baid to have wrong- 
fully confined certnin persons — Previous trinl for wrongful confinement is not a 
bar to subsequent trial for rioting — Real test is whether acquittal on first charge 
necessarily involves acquittal on the second charge.) 


Section 403 
Note 5 
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Section 503 
Note 5 


(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 714 (716) : 31 Cal 1007 : 8 C W K 717, Prosunno Kumar Das 
v. Emperor. (Previous conviction for being in possession of counterfeit coin under 
S. 243, Penal Code, does not bar a trial under S.240 for passing the coins, the two 
offences being distinct.) 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 14 (16) : 14 Beng L R 54, Queen v. Mt. Itivarya. (Murder 
of A, and the subsequent attempt to murder B are distinct offences.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lab 186 (186) : 24 Cri L Jour 636, Nadar v. Emperor. (Trial for 
detention of.married. woman under S. 498, Penal Code, at a particular time is no 
bar to trial for detention at a different period.) 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 3 (3) : 106 I. C, 339 (Lab), War yam Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lab 330 (331) : 24 Cri L Jour 780, Malibub AH Khan v. Emperor. 
(Acquittal of a person on a charge of abduction does not bar a trial for detaining 
the same person — But see (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 360 (360) : 32 Cri L Jour 205, 
Chit Hlaing Mg v. Emperor — Acquittal for abduction of female precludes trial 
for rape on her — Submitted decision is not correct.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 670 (671) : 35 Cri L Jour 486, Balcliand Bam v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged and acquitted of suffering prisoner to escape can be again tried 
for breach of departmental rule in omitting to rouse night officer.) 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 93 (94):3 A L J 2: 1906 A \Y N 32, Baldcb Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Attacking a certain person in his house and carrying away a woman in the house 

Conviction for attacking is no bar to trial for abduction.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 303 (304) : 28 Cr. L. J. 908, Me To7c v. Emperor. {A, repre- 
senting himself to be B, executing a mortgage and registering it — Trial of A for 
cheating under S. 419, I. P. C., does not bar his trial under S. 82 (c), Registra- 
tion Act, for false personation at the registration office as the offences are distinct.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 116 (117, 118) : 25 Sind L R 9 : 33 Cr. L. J. 41, Muhammad 
Bafiq v. Emperor. (A sending telegram to Mrs. B asking her to send a certain 
sum of money wording the telegram ns though it was despatched by B — A tried 
under S. 420, I. P. C., for cheating — Subsequent trial of A under S. 468, 1. P. C., 
and S. 29, Telegraph Act, not barred.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 790 (792) : 1905 AWN 238 : 2 A L J 673, Emperor v. Inam- 
ullah. (Forgery of six documents — First trial for three of them — Second trial 
' for remaining three held not legally barred — But under circumstances of the 
case, second trial not proceeded with.) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 15 (21), Queen v. Dwarhanath Dutt. (Forgery of different 
documents — Separate trials legal.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 165 (167) : 19 Cr. L. J. 121, Hayal Khan v. Emperor. (Ac- 
cused assaulting A — B interfering and accused attacking B also and causing hurt 
to him — Trial for assault on A is no bar to trial for causing hurt to B.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 240 (241) : 35 Cri L Jour 1270, Jlira Lai Ahir v. Emperor. 
(Trespass into jail in order to have communication with prisoner and offering 
bribe to warder — Trespass aud offering bribe constitute distinct offences and 
separate trials not barred.) 

(’99) 1 Bom L R 15 (IS), Quecn-Emprcss v. Subcdar Erishnappa. (Acquittal of 
an accused on a charge under S. 400, I. P. C., cannot operate under S. 403, 
Criminal P. C., as a bar to his being prosecuted again on a charge under S. 395, 
I. P. G., for committing one of the dacoities in respect of which evidence was 
given in the previous trial under S. 400.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 692 (694), Vcnhataswami Naidu v. Narappa Naichcn. (A 
trespassing on B’s land, trampling upon his crops and hurting B’s servant C 
who came to resist — C complaining of all three offences but trial only for hurt 
and case compounded — Trial for offence of criminal trespass and mischief by B 
not barred.) 

(’97) 20 All 107 (108) : 1897 AWN 210, Queen-Empress v. Yusuf. (Acquittal on 
charge of murder no bar to trial under S. 404 or S. 411, Penal Code.) 

(’96) 23 Cal 174 (178, 179), Queen-Empress v. Croft. (Conviction of offence under 
S. 61, Bengal Excise Act, no bar to trial for offence under Ss. 486 and 487, 1. P.C., 
and Ss. 6 and 7, Merchandise Marks Act.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 1063 (1064) : 20 Cri L Jour 43, Be joy Krishna Pal v. Bclai 
Chand Bhandari. (Trial for offence under S. 352, 1. P. C., (assault) is no bar to 
trial for offence under S. 504 (insult) committed in course of same transaction.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 673 (674) : 58 Mad 178 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1503, Srirangachariar 
v. Emperor. (Person prosecuted and acquitted for theft of blank railway ticket 
— Subsequent trial for forgery thereon is not barred.) 



CH.30.] PERSON NOT- TO BE TRIED FOR SAME -OFFENCE 2181 


(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 203'(204,'20'5) : 40 Bom 97 : 16 Cr. L. J. 761, Jivram Dan- 
liar ji v. Emperor. (Abetment of forger}' of a'document and using such document 
as genuine are distinct offences and separate trials are legal — But see (1865) 3 
Suth W R Cri Letters No. 519 at p. 9 (9) — Acquittal for theft bars fresh trial 
for abetment of theft on same facts — Submitted decision is not correct.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 57 (59) : 30 Cri L Jour 954, Mangalscn v. Emperor. (Convic- 
tion of director of company under S. 91. B, Companies Act (for voting on contract 
in which he was personally interested) is no bar to his trial for criminal breach 
of trust.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 571 (572): 36 Cr.L.J. 1364, Saroda Devi v. Satyesivar Sanlra. 
(Complaint disclosing several offences — Accused summoned for one offence and 
acquitted — Fresh complaint in respect of other offences is not barred.) 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 575 (571), Municipality of Bombay v.Javcr Jagjivan. (Trial for 
building without license from Municipality is no bar to trial for failure to comply 
with notice for removal of building.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 147 (147) : 16 Cri L Jour 605, Emperor v. Mohan Lai. (Do.) 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 578 (580, 581) : 2 Ind Cas 357 : 5 Low Bur Rul 12, Oborno 
Charan v. Emperor. (Disobedience of notice under Municipal Act to leave passage 
while building under construction — Acquittal for such disobedience does not bar 
trial for disobedience of notice to alter building after construction.) 

(’35) 1935 Mad W N 1342 (1343), V ccrayya v. Emperor. (Acquittal of murder by 
firing gun is no bar to trial for possession of gun under S. 19 (f) Arms Act, either 
before or subsequent to occurrence.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 291 (292): 33 Cr.L.J. 439, Ajodhya Nathv.Eshitish Chandra. 
. (Complaint alleging offence under Ss. 453 and 379 — Charge framed under S. 453 
— Acquittal — Subsequent trial for S. 379 not barred — Magistrate held to be in 
error in not framing charge under both sections.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 537 (538) : 26 Cri L Jour 1097, Chhajju v. Emperor. (Being 
member of gang for the purpose of habitually committing theft, trial for — 
Acquittal-Receiving stolen property, trial for, not barred.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 455 (459), Baclichu v. Emperor. (Acquittal of offence for 
receiving property stolen in dacoity no bar to trial for tailing part in dacoity.) 

Criminal breach of trust or criminal misappropriation committed of different Items at 
various times between certain dates—Charge under S. 222 for an aggregate sum omttttng some 
of the Items — Trial on such charge no bar to trial In respect of an omitted item : 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 978 (980) : 32 Cri L Jour 223, Eanalcayya v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 337 (337, 338) : 5 I. C. 970 (Bom), Emperor v. Kasinath Bagaji. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 457 (458, 459) : 57 Cal 17 : 31 Cri L Jour 747, Sidh Nath v. 
Emperor. (Though S. 403 may not strictly apply, a second trial in such circum- 
stances ought not to be allowed in the ends of justice.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 654 (656) : 50 Cal 632 : 25 Cri L Jour 156, Nagcndra Nath v. 
Emperor. (Suhrawardy J., dissenting.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 209 (209): 32 Cr.L.J.376: 53 All 411 , Brijiwan Dasv. Emperor. 
[But see (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 524 (525) : 17 Cr. L. J. 30, In ra Appadurai Ayyar. 
(Submitted not correct.)] 

See also S. 222 Note 8. 

Conspiracy to commit on offence Is distinct from the offence the commission of which Is 
the object of the conspiracy : 

(’34) AIR 1934 Ail 61 (65) : 35 Cri L Jour 1349, Bam Das v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 447 (448, 449): 5S Bom 23: 35 Cr. L. J. 112, In re Ochhavlal 
Bhikabhai. (Conviction for criminal conspiracy — Acts of cheating committed 
in pursuance of the conspiracy — S. 403 is no bar to subsequent trial for cheating.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 809 (811) : 25 Cri L Jour 1048, Emperor v. Osman Sardar. 
(Conspiracy to murder is not same as murder and conviction for conspiracy is no 
bar to trial for murder.) 

[But see (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 450 (450) : 28 Cri L Jour 1023, Cheragali Bepari v. 
Satish Chandra. (After person is acquitted of offence under S. 193, Penal Code, 
he cannot be proceeded against on facts wholly inseparable from the facts of the 
prior prosecution ease for an offence under Ss. 467 and 471 read with S. 120B, 
Penal Code,)) 

Previous trial for abetment of forgery is no bar to trial for offence under Section 82, 
Registration Act : 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 114 (115) : 37 All 107 : 16 Cri L Jour 144, Emperor v. Jhvan . 


Section 403 
Note 5 - 
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Notes 5-6 


It lias sometimes been said 15 that the test for determining, 
whether an offence is distinct from one previously tried, is to see 
whether the evidence necessary to prove the two offences is the same 
or different. It is submitted that such a test is not conclusive 10 as it 
is possible that though the evidence necessary to prove two offences is 
different, the offences may not he distinct. 

Further, the observation in the undermentioned case 17 that, in 
order to constitute distinct offences, the offences must be totally 
unconnected, is not correct, as the same transaction may involve 
distinct offences, in which case they cannot be said to he totally 
unconnected. 

6. Consequences of act happening after previous conviction 
— Sub-section (3). — A is tried for causing grievous hurt and 
convicted. The person injured afterwards dies. A may be tried again 
for culpable homicide (Illustration e ). 1 


[I!ut see (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 213 (213) : 1 Rang 299 : 25 Cr. L. J. 191, Mating 
Saing v. Emperor.] 

Non-compliance with not! cc under S. IS9 (I), Madras Local Boards Act, for removal of 
encroachment— Prosecution for — Fresh prosecution for disobedience of fresh notice regarding 
lomc encroachment Is not barred : 

(’3S) AIR 1938 Mad 847 (848, 849) : 39 Cri L Jour 712 ; ILR (1938) Mad 902, 
Public Prosecutor v. Sabliapathy Chcity. (Prosecution for failure to obey notice 
to remove encroachment — Acquittal does not bar prosecution for failure to obey 
fresh notice — AIR 1935 Mad 50, overruled; AIR 1932 Mad 535; AIR 1932 Mad 
537, approved; AIR 1925 Mad 1007, dissent.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 535 (53G) : 33 Cr.Ij.J. 020, Moidi Bcary v. President, Taluk 
Board of Mangalore. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 537 (537) : 33 Cri L Jour 029, President Panchayat Board, 
Vclgodc v. Venkata Beddy. 

(’27) 1927 Mad W N 015 (040), Narayan Aiyar v. Bakkupayal. 

Section 35, Madras Planter's Labour Act (1903) , docs not limit the number of 
directions to fulfil the contract that can be made or to the number of prosecu- 
tions following on default : 

(’1G) AIR 191G Mad 527 (529, 530) : 10 Cr. L. J. 777:39 Mad 8S9, lY. C. Whit ton 
v. Mammad Maistri.) 

[Itut see (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 79 (79, SO) : 30 Mad 427 : IS I. C. 415, Ponga Maistry 
v. Emperor.] 

15 . (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 577 (57S) : 29 Cr.L.J. 700, Chhannu Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 029 (030) : 28 Cri L Jour 1032, Emperor v. Eallasani. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 92 (95) : 30 Cri L Jour 1149, JIukuvi Singh v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 2G (27) : 30 Cri L Jour 800 : 9 Pat 585, Babu Lai Mahlon v. 

Bam Saran Singh. 

(’99) 1 Bom L R 15 (18), Queen-Empress v. Subedar Erishnappa. 

[See (’18) AIR 1918 Cal 400 (407) : 19 Cri L Jour 198 : 45 Cal 727, Manliari v. 
Emperor. (Second trial relating to same act or acts as the subject of previous 
trial — Same evidence relevent at both trials — Second trial held barred.)] 

16 . (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 3G2 (3G3) : 55 Mad 788 : 33 Cr. L. J.522, Subbiah Eonc 
v. Kandaswami Eonc. 

17 . (’28) AIR 1928 Rang 252 (253) : 0 Rang 380 : 29 Cr. L. J. 930, Ycok Euk v. 
Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 All 191 (192) : 15 Cri L Jour 64 : 36 All 4, Sailani v. Eing- 
Emperor. (A and B tried for grievous hurt to G — Case compounded and A and B 
acquitted — G subsequently died — Second trial of A and B for culpable homicide 
not barred.) 

(’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 6 (8), Grown v. Sarbiland. 
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In such a case a fresh trial will be competent even while the 
accused is undergoing the previous sentence. 2 

But a fresh trial will not be competent if the death had occurred, 
and was known to the Court to have occurred, at the time of the 
previous conviction. 3 The reason is that sub-s.(3) will not apply to 
such a case while at the same time, the offences charged at the two 
trials would be constituted by the same acts and as such would not be 
distinct offences. See Notes 2 and 5. 

7. “ Tried.” — This section does not apply unless the accused has 
been tried 1 and convicted or acquitted. But the previous trial need not 
be one on the merits; 2 so that an acquittal under s. 247, in a summons- 
case on the ground of the complainant’s absence will be a valid bar 
under this section, 3 although the summons had not been served on the 
accused. 4 The same principle applies in case of a withdrawal under 

2. (’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 18 (19) : 30 Cri L Jour 813, Arsala Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’79) 2 All 349 (350), Empress of India, v. Banni. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jonr 135 (137, 138) : 18 Ind Cas 887: 9 Nag L R 26, Mahadeogir v. 
Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 710 (717) : 36 Cr. L. J. 550 : 58 Mad 250, Narayanaswamy 
v. Karumbayiram Pcriyari. (Conviction set aside on ground that trial Bench 
had no jurisdiction and therefore there was no trial — Another complaint on 
same facts before same Court — S. 403 was no bar.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 212 (213) : 40 Mad 977 : 19 Cr. L. J. 497, Kottayya v. Venlcayya. 

2. ('ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 41 (42) : 34 Mad 253 : 9 I. C. 253, In rcOuggilapuPcddaya. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 189 (189, 190) : 30 Cr. L. J. 585, Suku Ram Koch v. Krishna 
Deb Sarma. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 388 (388) : 28 Cr. L. J. 183, Mt. Teshoda v. Mt. Bannu Bai. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 231 (233) : 40 Mad 976 : 19 Cr. L. J. 501 , In re Dude Kula Lai. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 491 (493) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1238 : 62 Cal 1119, Bhupati Bhutan 
v. Amio Bhutan. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 408 (409, 410) : 53 Bom 693 : 31 Cri L Jour 1000, Shankar 
Dattatraya v. Dattalraya Sadasiva. 

3. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 41 (41, 42) : 34 Mad 253 : 9 I. C. 253, In re Guggilappu 
Pcddaya. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 140 (141) : 24 Cri L Jour 815, Kiran Sarkar v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 491 (493) : 62 Cal 1119 : 36 Cri L Jour 1238, Bhupati Blmsan 
v. Amio Blmsan. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 189 (190) : 30 Cri L Jour 585, Sukuram Koch v. Krishnadeo 
Sharma. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 311 (312) : 22 Cr.L. J. 331, RamMahiov. Emperor. (Although 
it cannot be said that the accused person was tried.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 388 (388) : 28 Cr. L. J. 183, Mt. Yeshoda v. Mt, Bannu Bai. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 360 (360) : 45 All 58 : 24 Cri L Jour 862, Dulla v. Emperor. 
(’86) 2 Weir 457 (457), Suraiya Sastri v. Venkata Rao. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 628 (630), Krishnamacliarlu v. Govinda Ramanuja. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 408 (409) : 53 Bom 693 : 31 Cr. L. J. 1000, Sankar Dattatraya 
v. Dattatrayya Sadasiva. 

[Cut see (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 212 (212, 213) : 40 Mad 977 : 19 Cri L Jour 497, 
Kotayya v. Vcnkayya. (Acquittal under S. 247 does not entitle acquitted person 
to plead bar under S. 403 to fresh prosecution on same facts — Term tried in 
S. 403 is not surplusage.)] 

See also Note 8. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 491 (493) : 62 Cal 1119 : 36 Cr.L. J. 1238, Bhupati Bhusan 
v. Amio Blmsan. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 140 (140, 141) : 24 Cri L Jour 815, Kiran Sirkar v. Emperor. 
[But see (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 212 (212, 213) : 40 Mad 977 : 19 Cri L Jour 497, 
Kottayya v. Venkayya. (Trial of summons case does not begin until particulars 
of offence are stated to accused under S. 242 of Code.)] 
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Section 403 
Note 7 


section 494 of the Code . 40 

Security proceedings 5 or proceedings under section 145° do not 
constitute a trial within the meaning of this section. Similarly, a 
proceeding for maintenance under S. 488 of the Code is not a trial and 
a prior application for maintenance does not bar a fresh application. 
But where a Magistrate knows or has reason to believe that a prior 
application has been made and disposed of, he ought not to act on a 
later application without taking into consideration the adjudication on 
the prior application. See s. 488 Note 28a. 

Disciplinary proceedings under the Legal Practitioners’ Act are 
not trials . 7 But the Rangoon High Court has held that such proceedings 
are quasi criminal and that the principle of this section will apply to 
them . 8 

Where in a sessions trial in a High Court the jury is discharged 
on a difference of opinion between the Judge and the jury and the case 
is retried with a new jury, there is no fresh trial, for the purpose of 
this section . 9 It has been held by the High Court of Calcutta that the 
retrial of an accused on remand owing to misdirection to the jury is 
part of the same trial which is not concluded till the appeal is heard 
and determined . 10 Similarly, an appeal is not a fresh trial but only a 
continuation of the trial in the lower Court . 11 

This section does not say that a person who has been tried and 
convicted or acquitted shall he acquitted if an attempt is made to 
prosecute him again for the same offence. It says that he shall not he 
tried at all . 12 Therefore the acquittal of a person on the ground of his 
trial being barred under this section is illegal, the reason being that 

4a ('IS) AIR 1918 Mad 231 (232, 234, 23G) : 40 Mad 97G : 19 Cri L Jour 501, In 
re Dudihula Lalsahib. 

5. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 559 (5G1) : 3G Mad 315 : 21 1. 0. 159, In rc MuthiaMoopan. 
[See however (2S) AIR 1928 Rang 135 (13G) : 30 Cri L Jour G30, Nga My a Gyi v. 
Emperor. (Accused sent to jail for failure to furnish security for keeping peace 
• — Subsequent trial for sedition in connexion with the same speeches is against 
spirit of S. 403.)] 

G. (’18) AIR 191S Upp Bur S (9) : 3 Upp Bur Bui 33 : 19 Cri L Jour 389, Nga 
Chit v. Nga Ya. 

7. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 3G9 (37G) : 11 Pat 3G5 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1256 (FB), Inrc Earn 
Gobind Sinha. 

8. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 110 (110) : 2 Rang 491 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1111, In the matter 
of Maung Po Tolc. 

9. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 901 (904) : 41 Cal 1072 : 15 Cri L Jour 460, Emperor v. 
Nirmal Kanta Bay. 

10. (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 707 (707) : 62 Cal 928, Abdul Khan v. Emperor. 

11. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 258 (259) : 37 Mad 119 : 15 Cri L Jour 180, Bali Beddi 
v. Emperor. 

(’96) 23 Cal 975 (977), Queen-Empress v, Jabanulla. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 121 (123) : 28 Nag L R 233 : 33 Cr. L. J. 849 (FB), Md. Gul 
Bohilla v. Emperor. 

[See (’95) 22 Cal 377 (3S1, 3S2, 383), Krishna Dhan Mandal v. Queen-Empress. 
(Accused acquitted by jury of some offences and convicted of others — Appeal 
from conviction — High Court ordering re-trial without express limitation as 
to charges — Re-trial to be on all original charges — Previous acquittal is no 
bar to those charges being re-tried — S. 403 does not apply to such cases.)] 

See also Note 1. 

12. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 847 (848) :-39 Cr. L. J. 712 : ILR (1938) Mad 902, Public 

Prosecutor v. Sabhapathy Chetty. - ■ ■ - • 
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an acquittal implies a trial . 13 

8. “ Acquittal ” — Meaning of. — The acquittal of an accused 
under S. 247 of the Code on the ground of the complainant’s absence 1 
or under S. 494 on withdrawal of a prosecution by the Public Prosecutor 2 
is an acquittal within the meaning of this section. Similarly the acquittal 
of an accused on the case being lawfully compounded is an acquittal 
for the purposes of this section . 3 

The dismissal of a complaint , 4 the discharge of an 


13. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 139 (140) : 10 Bom L R 628, In re S. E. Dubash. 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 578 (580, 581) : 5 Low Bur Rul 12 : 2 I. C. 357, Oborno Charan 
Chowdhxiry v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 357 (359, 360), Emperor v. Laxmi Prasad. 

(’29) AIB 1929 Bom 408 (409, 410) : 53 Bom 693 : 31 Cri L Jour 1000, Shankar 
Datiatraya v. Datlatraya Sadasiva. (Even though summons had not been 
served on the accused.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 491 (493) : 62 Cal 1119 : 36 Cr. L. J. 123S, Bhupati Bhusan 
v. Amio Bhusan. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 96 (96):24 Cr.L.J. 716, Nilyananda Kocr v. EakhahariMissra. 
(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 41 (41, 42): 34 Mad 253 : 9 i. C. 253, In re Gxiggilapxi Pcddaya. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 189 (189, 190) : 30 Cr. L. J. 585, Suku Bam v. Krishna Deb. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 211 (212) : 36 Cr. L. J. 29, Abdul Aziz v. Noor Ellahi. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 311 (312) : 22 Cr. L. J. 331, Ram Mahto v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 38S (3SS) : 28 Cr. L. J. 183, Mt. Yesodha v. ML Banu Bai. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 628 (630): 38 Mad 1028: 15 Cr.L.J. 236, In re Sinnu Goundan. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 140 (141) : 24 Cri L Jour 815, Kiran Sirkar v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 407 (40Sj : 25 Cr. L. J. 149 ,Fazzaar Pramanick v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 360 (360) : 45 All 58 : 24 Cr. L. J. 862, Dulla v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 119 (120) : 42 Cal 365 : 16 Cr. L. J. 148, Achambit Mondal 
v. Mahaiab Singh. (Void order under S. 247 does not amount to acquittal.) 

(’15) AIR 1915Cal263(263):15Cr.L.J.726,ilfad7!oG7iOM,'d7u»7/ v. TurabMian. (Do.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 657 (658), Musa Singh v. Gostha Bchari. (Do.) 

[See (;08) 8 Cri L Jour 139 (140) : 10 Bom L R 628, In re S. E. Dubash. (Order 
striking oil case not proper — Proper order would be acquittal.)] 

[But see (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 212 (212, 213) : 49 Mad 977 : 19 Cri L Jour 497, 
Kotayya v. Vcnkayya. (The word ’tried’ in the early part of S. 403 (1) should 
not be treated as surplusage and the section does not apply to a case where even 
the particulars of the offence were not stated to the accused.)] 

See also Note 7. 

2. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 135(138): 9 Nag LR 26:181. C. 887, Mahadeogir v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 231(233, 235):40 Mad 976:19 Cr.L.J. 501, In re Dude Kula Lai. 
(’88) 12 Mad 35 (36) : 2 Weir 457, Queen-Empress v. Sivarama. (Prosecution 

withdrawn under S. 494 — Sessions Judge discharging accused — Second trial for 
same offence but on fresh sanction — First order, held, should have been one of 
acquittal — Second trial, held, barred.) 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Mad 353 (360, 372) : 37 Cr. L. J. 637 (FB), Emperor v. John 
Mclver. (Charge of criminal breach of trust and cheating based on same facts 
— Charge of cheating compounded with permission of Court and accused acquitted 
of cheating — It operates as a bar to trial of charge of criminal breach of trust.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 458 (459) : 20 Ind Cas 618 (Cal), Basireddi v. Kliairat Ali. 
[Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 739 (740, 741) : 40 Cr.L.J. 131. ML Harbans Kaur v. 
Lahari Bam. (Complaint on behalf of minor daughter filed and compounded 
by father without Court’s permission — Consequent acquittal does not bar com- 
plaint by daughter.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 240 (241), Queen-Empress v. Po Ba. (No 
lawful compromise — No bar to fresh trial.)] 

.See also S. 345 Note 18. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 35 (37), Chin Hone On v. O Ah Foo. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 877 (879) : 35 Cri L Jour 1177, Ali Bux'r. Emperor. (Dismissal 
of the complaint after recording of the prosecution evidence and framing of a 
charge, on discovery that the complainant had not been examined under S. 200, 
Criminal P. C., does not amount to an acquittal.) • ; 
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Section 403 accused 5 or an order stopping proceedings under s. 249° of the Code is 
Note 8 not an acquittal for the purposes of this section. See Note 13. Similarly, 
an order rofusing to take cognizance of an offence does not amount to 
an acquittal. 7 

See also S. 240 Note 5. 

Where an Appellate Court sets aside a conviction without doing 
anything further, the order amounts to an acquittal. 8 But where the 

5. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 2G0(261):30Cr.L.J. 403,Vcnl;atasubba Ayyar v. Soundra- 
raja Ayyangar. (Assumed.) 

(’6G) 5 Sutk IV R Cr 58 (58), In rc Slioodun Mundlc. (Discharge by Magistrate in 
warrant-case is not final like an acquittal and Sessions Judge can order accused 
to be put upon bis trial again.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 309 (318) : 31 Bom 335 : 9BomLR 331, Emperor v. Bhagwan Das. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 505 (50G, 507) : 55 Mad 795 : 33 Cri L Jour G53, Nannicr v. 
Dasalicr. (Discharge under S. 259.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 340 (341) : 5G All 750 : 3GCri L Jour G5, Sui'aj Baliv. Emperor. 
(Dismissal of complaint for default in warrant-case operates as discharge under 
S. 259 and not acquittal.) 

6. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour SG0 (861) : 1913 Pun Re No. 9 Cr : 17 I. C. 79G, Achhru v. 
Emperor. 

7. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 871 (874, 875) : GO Cal 149 : 34 Cr. L ,J. 181 ,Nafar Sardar 
v. Emperor 

(1900) 24 Mad 337 (339) : 2 Weir 251, Quccn-Emprcss v. Euniyil Barn. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 242 (243): 12 Pat 234 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1198, Uma Singh v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate’s order directing case reported to him by police to be struck oil is 
purely administrative or ministerial order and not judicial one — The principle of 
autrefois acquit does not apply to it.) 

[But see (’03) 7 Cal W N 711 (713), Ecdar Nath Biswas v. Adhin Manji. (Police 
sending charge to Magistrate in respect of four persons — Only some tried and 
acquitted — Magistrate holding case against others to be false — Until this order 
is set aside such other persons cannot be proceeded against.) 

(’03) 7 C W N 493 (494), Bishun Singh Ghose v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(1900) 4 C W N 34G (347), Panchnsinghv. Umov Mohamad Sheikh. (Case against 
two accused — Attendance of one not procurable — Complainant absent — Present 
accused acquitted under S. 247, and case dismissed — Unless order of dismissal is 
set aside, case could not be proceeded with ns regards absent accused.)] 

As regards revival of proceedings sec the following cases. 

(’07) G Cri L Jour 34 (3G) : 11 C W N 832, Mohamiji Das v. Emperor. (Informa- 
tion of cognizable and noncognizable offence — Police reporting cognizable case to 
he false and charge only of noncognizable case — Magistrate accepting report • — 
Magistrate’s subsequent order calling for charge-sheet of cognizable offence held 
not legal.) 

(’81) 5 Bom 405 (407), Govt, of Bombay v. Shidapa. (Information as to cognizable 
and noncognizable offence— Police enquiring only into latter and reporting that 
no prime facie case made out — Magistrate directing that offence to be expunged 
from charge-sheet — Held, that revival of complaint as regards former offence not 
barred.) 

(’26) AIR 192G Sind 198 (199) : 22 S L R 427 : 27 Cri L Jour 302, Morrison v. 
Croxudcr. (One Magistrate refusing to issue process — Another Magistrate may 
issue process without necessity of upsetting order of first Magistrate — Such refusal 
does not give criminal immunity from all processes for ever.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 40G (406) : 170 C 273 : 15 Cri L Jour 638, Allaudin Khan v. 
Emperor. (Refusal of Magistrate to take cognizance on complaint does not bar 
subsequent revival of the proceedings.) 

[But see (’89) 1889 All W N 8 (9), Empress v. Baghmandan Lai. (Magistrate 
expressly refraining from dealing with and disposing of the charge under S. 204, 
Penal Code, and not acquitting in terms the accused upon such charge — Held the 
action of the Magistrate might be taken as a stay of the trial of suck charge under 
S. 240 of the Code and the subsequent trial was not barred.)] 

See also S. 190 Note 17. 

8. (’33) 1933 Mad W N 224 (224), Similan v. Similan , 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 126 (127) : 19 Cri L Jour 796, Nanahram v. Emperor. 
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names ofSwitnosses for the defence on the record and the omission is 
brought to the notice of the Sessions Judge, he ought not to try the 
accused, in the absence of such witnesses. 4 5 6 

2. “At once.” — The list of witnesses should bo presented as soon 
as the charge has been framed. 1 The view taken in the undermentioned 
decision 2 that it is ordinarily incumbent on the accused to put in his 
list of defence witnesses on the day when the order of commitment is 
made is, it is submitted, incorrect. 

3. Right of accused filing the list — Enforcement of 
attendance of witnesses. — The accused is entitled, as a matter of 
right, to have the witnesses named by him in the list, summoned and 
examined on his behalf at the trial. 1 In the event of the witnesses 
ignoring or not complying with the summons, the accused is entitled 
to have their attendance enforced 2 and the Crown is charged with the 
duty of securing their attendance. 2 The examination of such witnesses 
cannot be refused on the ground that it would be inconvenient to 
adjourn the ease in order to secure their attendance. 4 When some of 
the witnesses named in the list given by the accused do not appear, 
an application for enforcing their attendance should not be refused, 
though made when the case is ready for arguments/' A conviction 
will not, however, be set aside on the ground that the attendance of 
some of the witnesses was not enforced unless the accused has been 
thereby prejudiced. 0 

4. Refusal of Magistrate to summon witnesses. — A Magis- 
trate may, under the second proviso to S. 210, refuse to summon any 
witness mentioned in the list on the ground that such witness is 
included in the list for the purpose of vexation or delay or of defeating 
the ends of justice. He cannot, however, refuse to summon a witness 
on the ground that he is suspected to be implicated in the offence with 


4. (’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 20 (20, 21), Queen v. Bajnarain jtfyicc. 

Note 2 

1. (’40) AIE 1940 Pat 355 (359) : 1940 PWN 83 (89) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru 
v. Emperor. (It is not desirable that the presentation of the list of defence 
witnesses should be postponed till the last minute — In this case the list was first 
presented in the Sessions Court.) 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 188 (189) : 31 Cr. L. J. 695, Kali Bilash v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’40) AIE 1940 Pat 355 (359) : 1940PWN83 : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. 
(1865) 2 Sutli W R Cr 6 (6), Queen v. Bhoaibun Ishcr Goosame. 

(1865) 3 Suth W E Cr 35 (36), Queen v. Abdul Satar. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 7 (7) : 6 Beng L E App G5, Bam Shahai v. Sanlcar Bahadur. 
(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 15 (15, 16), In re Mohima Gliundcr Shah. 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 56 (56), Queen v. Prosanno Kumar Moitro. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 6 (7) : 58 Cal 412 : 32 Cr. L. J. 316, Bam Mamudv. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 188 (188) : 31 Cr. L. J. 695, Kali Bilash v. Emperor. 

See also S. 216 Note 2, S. 257 Note 3 and S. 291 Note 3. 

2. (’30) AIE 1930 Cal 188 (188) : 31 Cr. L, J. 695, Kali Bilash v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIE 1931 Cal 6 (7) : 58 Cal 412 : 32 Cr. L. J. 316, Bam Mamudv. Emperor. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 6 (7) : 58 Cal 412 : 32Cr.L.J. 316, Bam Mamudv. Emperor. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 6 (7) : 58 Cal 412 : 32 Cr. L. J. 316, Bam Mamud v. Emperor. 
See also S. 291 Note 3. 

5. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 531 (531) : 47 Cal 758 : 21Cr.L. J. 842 ,Foisuddiv. Emperor. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 188 (190) : 31 Cr. L. J. 695, Kali Bilash v. Emperor. 
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appellate Court sets aside a conviction and orders a re-trial, its order does 
not amount to an acquittal. 0 In some decisions 10 it has been held that 
an order setting aside a conviction on the ground of the lower Court 
having had no jurisdiction, does not amount to an acquittal hut only 
to a discharge. See also the cases cited below. 11 See also Note 11. 

9. “ Conviction ” — Meaning of. — A finding of guilty by a 
Magistrate, proceeding under s. 349, is not a conviction. 1 But it has 
been held that the finding of guilty by a Magistrate who commits a 

[But see (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 15 (17) : 3 Low Bur Eul 87 (FB), II la Gyiv. Emperor. 
(Accused convicted nt criminal sessions in Chief Court and sentenced to death — 
Conviction and sentence set aside by Bench hut accused not acquitted — District 
Magistrate’s action in taking cognizance of the case with a view to recommit- 
ment held legal in view of S. 403 read with Ss. 273 and 333.)] 

9. (’35) 36 Cri L Jour 1333 (1334) : 15S I. C. 200 (All), Emperor v. Bahrai Chi. 
(’32) AIR 1932 All 409 (411) : 54 All 756 : 33 Cri L Jour 609, Baijnath v. Emperor. 

(Conviction under one section set aside and commitment for offence under another 
section ordered — Held, that there was no acquittnl.) 

[See (’26) AEE 1926 Cal 585 (586) : 53 Cal 192 : 27 Cri L Jour 733, Emperor v. 
Mia jan. (Conviction set aside — Question of re-trial left to District Magistrate — 
Order setting aside conviction is not acquittal.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 115 (116): 20 CriLJour225:46 Cal 212n (214«), Benimadliao 
Eundu v. Emperor. (Do.)] 

See also S. 423 Note 21. 

10. (’02) 29 Cal 412 (414), Abdul Ghani v. Emperor. 

(’81) 3 Mad 4S (50, 51) : 2 Weir 756, In re Kami Rcddi and Scshu Bcddi. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 302 (304) : 5 Pat 452 : 27 Cri L Jour 849, Mohammad Tasin V. 
Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 716 (717,718) : 58 Mad 256: 36 Cri L Jour 550, Narayanasiuami 
Vannicr v. Earumbayiram Pariyari. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 683 (684) : 33 Cr. L. J.770, Nagcndra Nalh Sirkarv. Emperor. 
(Such order of the appellate Court amounts to discharge.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 410 (412) : 18 Cri L Jour 546 : 39 All 293 (296, 297), Hussain 
Elian v. Emperor. (Second trial held not barred.) 

(•18) AIR 1918 Nag 126 (128) : 19 Cri L Jour 790 : 46 Ind Cas 716 (718), Nanakram 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr, 9 (10), Queen v. Muthoorapershad. (Do.) 

11. (’40) 1940 Mad W N 962 (963), Abdul Hamccd Boiulher v. Mahomed Sali 
Eowther. (De novo trial under S, 350 — Charge already framed — Discharge 
in de novo trial amounts to acquittal — When that order is in force, nccused can- 
not be tried again.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Bom 152 (152) :38CriL Jour 571, Emperor v. Ycmanya Eallappa. 
(Appeal from acquittal — High Court setting aside order of acquittal on ground of 
trial having been illegal, but not ordering retrial — Fresh trial not barred.) 

(’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 10 (10), Ram joy Surma v. Mirza Ali. (Order for the release 
of the accused, as being not guilty amounts to an acquittal.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 778 (779) : 26 Cri L Jour 98, Harbans v. Emperor. (Acquittal 
of accused brought about by fraud established against third person in proceedings 
to which the accused were not parties is valid unless set aside by independent 
proceedings.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 404 (404) : 9 Low BurRul 35:20 I. C. 228, Krishna Perdanv. 
Pasand. (Dismissal for default of application under S. 1 of Workman’s Breach of 
Contract Act — No acquittal.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 1 (15) : 48 Cal 388 : 22 Cri L Jour 31 (SB), Satish Chandra v. 
Ram Dayal De. (Dismissal. of application for sanction toprosecutedoesnotattract 
the operation of S. 403.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 315 (315) : 24 Sind L R 446 : 32 Cri L Jour 521, Rajabali 
Hassanali v. Emperor. (Doctrine of autrefois acquit does not apply to a refusal 
by a Magistrate under S. 476 to file complaint against the accused.) 

Note 9 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 240 (240) : 52 Bom 456 : 29 Cr. L. J. 904, Emperor v. 
Narayan Dhaku Bhil. 
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Section 503 case under S. 348 would bar the trial of the accused for the offence 
Notes 9-11 to which the finding relates . 2 Departmental punishment Js not a 
conviction for the purposes of this section . 3 See also the undermentioned 
cases . 4 

10. “While such conviction or acquittal remains in force.” 

— The bar of a fresh trial under this section applies only where the 
previous conviction or acquittal is in force . 1 

11. Court of competent jurisdiction. — The bar of a fresh trial 
under this section will apply only whore the previous conviction or 
acquittal has been by a Court of competent jurisdiction . 1 It is also 
necessary for the application of this section that the Court by which 
the accused was first tried should have been competent to try the offence 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 149 (149):3S Mad 552 : 15 Cr.L.J.lSS.Zn re KoraScllandi. 
See also S. 347 Note 3. 

3. (’87) 1887 Rat 318 (319), Queen-Empress v. Ramnail:. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 350 (351) : 1915 Pan Re No. 2G Cr : 1G Cr.L .J. 783, Emperor 
v. Gul Muhammad. 

(’94) 17 Mad 278 (279, 2S0) : 1 Weir 839, Queen-Empress v. Falcrudecn. 

(’10) 12 Cri L Jour 143 (144) : 9 Ind Cas 831 (Lali), Sohan Singh v. Emperor. 

See also S, 190 Note 17. 

4. (’70) 7 Bom H C It Cr 55 (5G), Rcg.w Durgaram. (Fine levied by pound-beeper 
is no punishment imposed on conviction for offence and is no bar to trial for 
offence.) 

(’72) 17 Sutli W R Cr 15 (IS, 19) : 9 Bong L It 3G, Queen v. Amir Elian. (Issuing 
a warrant of commitment and placing a person under restraint under Regula- 
tion III of ISIS is not in the nature of a conviction.) 

Note 10 

1. (’40) 1940 Mad W N 9G2 (9G3), Abdul Hamid v. Md. Sali Rowthcr. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 384 (385) : 20 Cri L. Jour GG7, Emperor v. Hand Eishorc. 
(Two accused convicted under S. 420, Penal Code — On appeal conviction against 
one sot aside — Revision petition by tbe other — Conviction under S.420, set aside 
and committal to sessions for trial under S. 477A ordered — Former accused 
also cannot be tried again upon tbe same record.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 710 (719) : 31 Cri L Jour 230, Azam AH v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 410 (412) : 39 All 293 : 18 Cri L Jour 54G, Husain Elian v. 
Emperor. (Previous conviction when set aside for want of jurisdiction does not 
bar second trial on same facts.) 

(’75) 7 N W P II C R 371 (373), Queen v. Raima. 

(’S4) 1 Weir 759 (759, 760), In re Kunniya Goundcn. (Person improperly con- 
victed under Forest Act — Conviction has no legal effect — Prosecution under 
Penal Code not barred.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 1G1 (1G2) : 30 Cri L Jour 7G3, Manji Jairam v. Ealclchan. 
(Conviction of some accused and acquittal of others — Appeal by former — Appel- 
late Court bolding whole trial void as without jurisdiction — Acquittal also void 
and does not operate as a bar to fresh trial, of persons acquitted.) 

[Sec (’G7) 7 Sutli W R Cr 2 (2), Queen wEaliCharan. (Verdict of jury reversed, 
proceedings of first trial annulled and fresh trial ordered to take place imme- 
diately.) 

(’68) 9 Sutli WRCr 15 (1G), Goonalh Mundlc v. Troijlocho Chuckcrbutty. (Magis- 
trate, in warrant-case, acquitting accused without framing charge or putting 
him upon trial — Acquittal set aside — Fresh trial ordered to be proceeded with ) 
(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 42 (42), Queen v. Waited Ali. (Prisoner released by Court 
of Session on the ground of the proceedings being illegal and irregular — Sub- 
sequent trial and conviction for same offence not barred.)] 

Note 11 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 All 410 (412) : 39 All 293 : 18 Cri L Jour 54G, Husain Elian 
Emperor. 

(’84) 8 Bom 307 (308),, Queen-Empress v. Huscin Gaibu. 

(’81) 3 Mad 48 (51) : 2 Weir 756, In re Rami Rcddi. 
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subsequently charged. 2 See sub-section (4). 

Where the sanction or complaint of a particular person or authority 
is necessary under the law for the trial of a person, the question arises 
whether in the absence of such sanction or complaint a Court which, 
tries him is a Court of competent jurisdiction. On this question there is 
a conflict of decisions. The majority of the High Courts have held that 
the Court cannot be deomed to be a Court of competent jurisdiction in 
such cases. 3 The Madras High Court in Ganapathy Bhatta v. 

(’84) 1884 Pan Re No. 38 Gr, p.73 (75), Gulzar v. Empress. (Accused convicted by 
girga in foreign territory under Frontier Regulation — Deputy Commissioner hav- 
ing no authority under the Regulation to convene girga — Conviction cannot be 
pleaded in bar of jurisdiction of criminal Courts over same offence in British 
territory.) 

(1SG5) 2 Suth W R Cr 9 (10), Queen v. MutlioorapcrShad Pandey. 

(1865) 4 Suth W R Cr L 2 (2), (Dismissal of charge by Magistrate in respect of 
offence over which he has no jurisdiction does not bar further proceedings.) 

2. ('39) AIR 1939 Cal G5 (70) : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 1 : 40 Cri L Jour 199 (F B), 
Purnananda Das Gupta v. Emperor. 

(-38) AIR 1938 Lah G14 (G15) : 39 Cri L Jour 870 : I L R (1938) Lah 127, Bhag 
Singh v. Emperor. (Accused tried by second class Magistrate under S. 323, 
Penal Code, and acquitted by him — Trial for offence under S.324, Penal Code, is 
barred as the second class Magistrate was competent to try such offence.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 117 (11S, 119) : 38 Cri L J 3GS, Mahadco Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Where the Court could have tried the offence subsequently charged, fresh trial is 
barred.) 

('37) AIR 1937 Cal 99(113): 38 Cri L Jour 818 (S B), Jilcnclra Nath v. Emperor. 
.(Court not competent to try subsequent offence — Section 403 held no bar.) 

(’84) 7 Mad 557 (5G0) : 2 Weir 45G, Yiran Kutti v. Chiyamu. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 464 (4G4, 4G5) : 19 Cri L Jour 388, Abdul Rahim v. Emperor. 
(Acquittal by Magistrate on charge under S. 465, Penal Code — Subsequent com- 
mitment to and trial by Court of Session for offence under S. 4G7, on same facts 
not barred.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 943 (945, 940) : 18 Cr.L.J. 834, Abdul Rahim v. Buzruh Ali. 
(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Ilul 91 (93), Nga Po Ran v. Nga Tha Le Ni. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 340 (343) (FB), San Baw v. Crown. 

(’98) 2 Weir 482 (483), In re Kannachampct Parangodan. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 530.(531, 532) : 30 CriL Jour 54: 53 Bom G9 ,InrcShanhar 
Tulshiram. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 577 (579) : 29 Cr.L.J. 760, Chhanu Prasad Singh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 711 (711) : 26 Cri L Jour 1087, Palani Goundan y. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Upp Bur 32 (33) : 3 Upp Bur Rul 135 : 20 Cri L Jour 533, Mi 
Chit v. Mi Nyun. 

(’87) 1S87 Rat 337 (338), Qticcn-Emprcss v. Ladhia. 

(’75) 7 N W-P H C R 371 (373, 374), Queen v. Panna. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 125 (126), Emperor v. Zuji Manu. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 742 (743, 744) : 1912 Pun Re No. 7 Cr : 17 I. C. 54, Wadhaiva 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad- 481 (482) : 18 Cri.L Jour 643, In re Venhataranga Josicr. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 161 (162) : 30 Cri L Jour 763, Manji Jairam v. Ealchhan. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 511 (511) : 20 Cr. L. J. 112, Krishnadhan Ghosc v. Mahcndra 
Nath Dutt. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 844 (844) : 29 Cri L Jour 701, Mt. Allah Di v. Emperor. 

{‘34) AIR 1934 All 141 (142) : 56 All 529 : 35 Cr. L. J.865, Suhhala v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 228(229): 2 Pat 333 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1385,' Gobind Swain v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 All 205 (205) : 22 Cri L Jour 750, Mohan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’15) APR 1915 Bom 203 (204) : 40 Bom 97 ’: 16 Cri L Jour 761, Jivram Dun- 
bar ji v. Emperor. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 625 (626) : 39 Cri L Jour 960 : I L R (1939) Lah 373 
Emperor v. -Bam Bahha . , 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 940 (940) : 30 Cr.L.J. 1153, Abdul Rashid v.Rarish Chandra. 
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ection 503 Emperor 4 had. taken a contrary view, holding that the words “competent 

Note 11 jurisdiction’’ refer only to the character and status of a Court and not 

to conditions precedent for the prosecution or trial of a person. The 
question again arose for consideration before a Full Bench of the same 
High Court. After referring to the conflict of decisions on the point, 
King J., with whom the other Judges agreed, thought it unnecessary to 
come to any final conclusion on the meaning of the word “competent’’ 
and held that tho trial without a proper complaint was void under 
S. 530 and, therefore, the judgment of acquittal was also void and 
so there was nothing which the accused could compel the Court to 
recognize in support of a plea of autrefois acquit . G The Calcutta High 

(’26) AIR 192G All 231 (232) : 27 Cri L Join- 705, Bam Nath v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 205 (205) : 22 Cri L Jour 750, Mohan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 410(412) : 39A11293 : 18 Cr.L. J. 546, Husain Khan v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 All 114(115) : 37 All 107 : 1G Cr L .Tour 144, Emperor v. Jhvan. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 203 (204) : 40 Bom 97 : 16 Cr. L. J. 7G1, Jivram Danharji 
v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 194 (195) : 1G Cri L Jour GG2, T Hear am v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 143 (144) : 52 Bom 257 : 29Cr.L..T. 545, Emperor v. Amhaji. 
(’9S) 22 Bom 711 (713), In rc Samsudin. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 530 (531, 532) : 30 Cri L Jour 54 : 53 Bom G9, In rc Shan- 
l;cr Tulshiram. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 12G (127, 128): 19 Cri L Jour 79G, Nanahram v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 411 (411) : 35 Cri L Jour G8G, Molicndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Put 302 (304) : 5 Put 452 : 27 Cri L Jour 849, Mohammad Yasin 
v. Emperor. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 340 (343) (FB), San Brno v. Crown, (Want of sanction 
in cases where it is requisite goes to the root of tho jurisdiction of the Court and 
affects its competency.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 10 (12, 16) : 21 Sind L R 1 : 27 Cri L Jour 1105, Fakir 
Mohammed v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 2G (29) : 9 Pat 5S5 : 30 Cri L Jour S0G, Babulal Mahton v. 
Bam Saran Singh. (Want of complaint or other material on which to take cog- 
nizance — No jurisdiction to try.) 

(’05) 4 Cri L Jour 422 (423) : 2 Nag L R 149, Emperor v. Mahabirpuri. (Do.) 

[See (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 526 (52G) : 31 All 317 : 2 Ind Cas 219, Umcr.7id.din v. 
Emperor. (Complaint for enticing away brother’s wife — Magistrate finding 
that complainant had no authority from his brother to file complaint — Accused 
acquitted — Second complaint by husband himself not barred.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 1055 (1055) : 32 Cri L Jour 253, Clmhar v. Emperor. (First 
trial under S. 291, I. P. C. — Subsequent proceedings under S. 188, 1. P. C, not 
barred as they cannot be taken without a complaint under S. 195, Cr. P. C.)] 
[But see (’22) AIR 1922 All 502(502) : 45 All 11 : 23 Cri L Jour 49G, Eohna Bain 
v. Emperor. (Offence coming under two sections — Sanction to proseeute under 
one refused — Prosecution under the other barred.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 137 (139, 140, 142) : 1G Sind L R 1 : 23 Cri L Jour 305, 
Emperor v. Mcnghraj Devidas .] 

See also S. 195 Note 29. 

4. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 214 (217, 218) : 3G Mad 308 : 19 I. C. 310. 

[Sec also (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 785 (785) : 32 Cr. L. J. 27 : Kolandaswami Pillai 
v.Bajaratna Mudaliar. (Though thero was no question of sanction in this case, 
36 Mad 308 was approved in obiter remark.)] 

[But see (’02) 27 Mad 61 (G2) : 2 Weir 23G, Bangaru Asari v. Emperor. (Where a 
conviction was set aside on the ground that there being no complaint by the 
husband of an offence under S. 498, I. P. C., the Court had no jurisdiction to 
convict.)] 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 301 (302, 303) : 38 Cr.L.J. 457 : 1 L R (1937) Mad 6G4 (FB), 
In rc Miiihu Moopan. 
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Court lias held that a trial held in the absence of the necessary sanction 
or complaint is not a trial at all within the meaning of this section . 0 

It has been held by the High Court of Bombay that a Court 
having no local jurisdiction to try a case is not a Court of competent 
jurisdiction and a conviction or acquittal by such Court will be no bar 
to a fresh trial of the accused on the same facts . 7 But a Full Bench of 
the Madras High Court has dissented from the Bombay High Court 
and held that an accused person can plead autrefois acquit if the only 
defect in the jurisdiction of the Court which passed the order is want 
of territorial jurisdiction and that s. 531 applies to such cases . 8 The 
Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind 0 has followed the Madras view 
in preference to that of the Bombay High Court. It is submitted that 
the Madras view is correct. See S. 531 Note 4. 

Where the previous trial was by a Court of Session with the aid 
of assessors and the offence subsequently charged was triable by jury, 
it was held that it could not be said that the Court by which the 
accused was first tried was not competent to try the offence subsequently 
charged . 10 

A conviction or acquittal by a Court established under a local 
or special law is a conviction or acquittal by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction within the meaning of this section . 11 

It has been held that a conviction by a Court in a Native State 
can be pleaded as a bar under this section . 12 

An illegal conviction is not the same thing as a conviction by a 
Court having no jurisdiction . 13 

12. Identity of accused necessary for application of section. 
— This section will preclude a fresh trial only if the accused in the 
second case is the same as the accused in the previous case. The 
conviction or acquittal of an accused person is, therefore, no bar to 
the trial of another person implicated in the same offence . 1 But in 

6. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 691 (692) : 27 Cr. L. 3. 751, P. Bancrjce v. Bepin Beliary. 

7. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 530 (531, 532) : 53 Bom 69 : 30 Cri L Jour 54, In re 
Shaniicr Tulshiram. 

8. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 765 (766) : 34 Cr.L.J. 1080 : 56 Mad 996 (F B), Ratlinavclu 
v, K. S. Iyer. 

9. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 179 (180, 181): 38 Cr. L. J. 959, Dhingano Klioso v. Gul- 
shcr Kambir Khan. (AIR 1933 Mad 765 (FB), Foil; AIR 1928 Bom 530, Dissent.) 

10. (’01) 24 Mad 641 (644) : 2 Weir 458, King-Emperor v. Krishna Ayyar. 

11. (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 23 (23) : 1 Bang 449 : 25 Cr.L.J. 233, Nga Ev. Emperor. 
(Conviction by village headman empowered by the Burma Village Act to try as a 
Court offences under S. 294, 1. P. C., and other offences.) 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 30 Cr, p. 52 (53, 54), Sanuar v. Empress. (Conviction by 
Council of Elders convened under Frontier Regulation No. IV of 1873.) 

12. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 238 (239) : 24 Cri L Jour 715, Teja Singh v. Emperor. 
See also S. 188 Note 2. 

13. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 199(199, 200):32 Cr.L.J. 731, ML Ram Piyariv. Emperor. 

Note 12 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 152 (153) : 37 Cri L Jour 889, Aival Khan v. Emperor . 


Section 303 
Notes 11-12 
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Section 403 
Notes 12-13 


13. Dismissal of complaint or discharge of accused. — The 
explanation to the section expressly provides that the dismissal of a 
complaint or the discharge of an accused is not an acquittal for the 
purposes of the section. The question has arisen whether notwithstand- 
ing this, the provision of a special remedy in such cases under S. 43G 
and S. 437 impliedly bars the institution of a fresh prosecution for the 
same offence whore the order dismissing the complaint or discharging 
the accused has not been set aside by a competent authority. It is well 
settled now that a fresh prosecution is not barred in such cases . 1 The 


determining the question whether there is sufficient ground for pro- 
ceeding against a person, the fact that another person accused of the 
same offence and on the same facts has been acquitted may be taken 
into consideration . 2 


(’14) AIR 1914 All 85 (SG) : 3G All 1GS : 15 Cri L Jour 200, Emperor v. Gliurc. 
(•14) AIR 1914 Cal 8SG (8S7) : 41 Cnl 754 : 15 Cr. L. J. 402, Manindra Chandra 
Gliose. v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 541 (541) : 37 Cal GS0 : 7 Ind Cas 932, Kokai Sardar x. Mchar 
Elian. 

(’05) 4 Cri L .Tour 173 (174) : 10 C W N 1031, Deputy Legal Remembrancer, v. 
IJatim Mollah. (Dismissal by a Court, of charge of riot against a person does not 
extend to other persons not then before the Court which ordered dismissal.) 

(’GO) G Sutli W R Cr 51 (51), Queen, v. Morly Sheikh. 

2. (’26) AIR 192G Cal 795 (793) : 53 Cal GOG : 27 Cr. L. J. 788, Snbal Chandra v. 
Ahadullali Sheikh. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 24G (247, 248), Seshachalam v. Bapanayya. (Second com- 
plaint against different accused on same facts — Plea of autrefois acquit though 
not available Courts will rightly exercise discretion in not proceeding with the 
second case where there was complete trial in the first.) 

(’99) 4 Cal W N 34G (347), Panchu Singh v. Timor 1 1 oh am cd Sheikh. (Order in 
previous trial purporting to terminate all proceedings.) 

[Sec however (’3G) AIR 193G Posh 152 (153) : 37 Cri L Jour 889, Awal Khan v. 
Emperor. (It is the duty of a Court to decide a case on the evidence before it 
without being influenced by the fact that another Court has on the same evi- 
dence on a previous occasion come to a certain conclusion.)] 

See also S. 204 Note 5. 


Note 13 

1, Dismissal of complaint — Fresh prosecution not barred; 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 193 (195, 19G) : 40 Cri L Jour 745 : ILR (1940) Ear 74 (FB), 
jilt. TIarbai v. Raya Prcmji. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 435 (43G) : 3G Cr. L, J. G2, Mahomed Din v. Hussain. (Com- 
plaint dismissed — Second complaint on same facts by different complainant is 
competent.) 

(’95) 1895 All W N 86 (SG), Emperor x. Umcdan. 

(’81) 18S1 All W N 68 (68), Empress v. Indar Daivan. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 2 (2) : 35 All 78 : 18 Ind Cas 14G, Angan x. Ram Pirbhan. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 8S7 (887) : 16 Cri L Jour 814, Subbarcddi v. Kamal Saib. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 651 (G52) : 1 Nag L R 18, Makhatambi v. Hasan AH, 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 297 (299) : 1908 A W N 67 : 5 A L J 137, Bhagwan Din x. Dibba. 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 8 (9) : 21 Cri L Jour 379, Jai Kishan x. Kalla. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 79 (80) : 30 All 129 : 15 Cri L Jour 158, Rambharos x. Baban. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 00 (03) : 35 Cri L Jour 1485, Kunji Lai v. Emperor. 

(’86) 9 All 85 (88) : 1886 AWN 307, Queen-Empress v. Pur an. (Magistrate dis- 
missing original complaint — Order for further inquiry on receiving second com- 
plaint is not contrai’y to law.) 
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{1900) 28 Cal 211 (218) : 5 C IV N 1G9, Queen-Empress v, Dolcgovind Har.s. 

{’ 0G) 29 All 7 (9, 10) : 3 A L .T 5G2 : 190G A IV N 215 : 4 Cri L .Tour 59, Emperor 
v. Mcharban Hussain. (Second comlpaint bv different complainant.) 

.(*31) AIR 1931 All 87 (S7) : 5G All 123 : 35 Cr. L. .T. 10G2, llama Hand v. Sheri. 
(’ll) AIR 1911 Sind 11 (11) : 8 Sind L R 19G : 1G Cri L .Tour 171, Bulchand v. 
Ghandhoomal. 

■(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 219 (219) (Lab), Bcharilal v. Emperor. 

■(’01) 1 Cr.L.J. 107 (173, 179) : 2 LowBnrRul 27 : 10 BnrLlt 1 (F Y>), King -Emperor 
v. Nga Pyn Hi. 

■(’31) AIR 1931 All 511 (515, 51G) : 35 Cri L Jour 1059, Lallain v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 3G9 (371): 55 Mad G22 : 33 Cr. L. .T. 151 (F B), Ponnuswamij 
Gounden v. Emperor. 

(’92) 1G Bom 111 (127), Queen-Empress v. Yajiram. (Court which has jurisdic- 
tion to try prisoner for an offence in respect of which complaint against him has 
been dismissed, can take cognizance of it in a proceeding for a connected offence 
non-oibstantc the order of dismissal.) 

[See (’27) AIR 1927 Mad G95 (GOG): 28 Cr. L. .T. 507, llama Naidu v. Yenkala- 
su'ami Kaidu. (Dismissal of complaint by village Magistrate docs not bar fresh 
prosecution.)] 

[Sec however (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 111 (111, 115) :2G Cr.Ij.J. 281, U Since Kyaw 
v. Ma Scin Burin. (On dismissal of complnint under S. 203, fresh complaint 
cannot be entertained unless new facts not available previously arc adduced or 
manifest error or miscarriage has occurred in the previous proceedings.)] 

0/jc/iar£c of accused— Fresh prosecution not barred. 

•(’08) 9 Cri Ij Jour 80 (S2) : 31 Mad 513, Emperor v. Maheswarn Kondaya. 

{’14) AIR 1911 Sind 41 (14) : 8 Sind L R 19G : 10 Cri L Jour 171, Bulchand v. 
Ghandhoomal. 

(’ll) AIR 1911 Oudli 40G(!07):17 Otidh Cas273:15 Cr.L.J. G38, Alauddin v.Empcror. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 3G9 (370) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1153, Lori Chand v. Niroda Sundari. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 131 (131) : 30 Cri L Jour 591, Emperor v. Amanal Radar. 
■(’23) AIR 1923 Nag 132 (132) : 2G Cri L Jour 1010, Asjar Ali v. Akbnr AH. 

(’34) AIR 1931 Nag 215 (210) : 31 Nag L R 93 : 3G Cri h Jour 57, Bam rrasad 
v. Ganpalraa. (Discharge under S. 259 — Fresh complaint not barred.) 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 797 (798): 2G Cri Tj Jour 129, Bamanand Ball v. Ali Ilassan. 

(Discharge under S. 491 A — Fresh complaint not barred.) 

(’34) AIR 1931 All 87 (87) : 5G All 425 : 35 Cr. L. J. 10G2, Hama Nand v. Sheri. 
•(’30) AIR 1930 All 92 (93) : 30 Cri L .Tour 1149, link tint Singh v. Emperor. 

■ (’15) AIR 1915 All 117 (IIS) : 37 All G28: 1G Cr. L. .T. GG9, Baiesliar v. Emperor. 
•(’1G) AIR 191 G Pat 109 (110): 18 Cr.L.J. 29G:2 P.L..T.31, Bijoo Singh v. Emperor. 
•(’23) AIR 1923 All 332 (333) : 21 Cri L Jour 232, Jasua v. Emperor. 

•(’19) AIR 1919 All 315 (31G) : 20 Cr. L. J. 103, Parmeshwari Has v. Jag an Nath. 
(’14) AIR 1911 All 179 (179): 3G All 53 : 15 Cr.L.J. 1, William Cecil v. Emperor. 
■( 80) 1880 Rat 145 (115), Queen-Empress v. Budliya. (1 Cal 100, followed.) 

•t’08) 8 Cri L Jour 208 (208) : 18 M L .T 5G1 : 1 ML T 110, In re Budra Goud. 
•(’34) AIR 19.31 Lab 109 (170) : 3G Cri L Jour 473, Nasir v. Abdul Karim. (Dis- 
charge on withdrawal by Public Prosecutor — Fresh complnint by private party 
not barred.) 

'(’G3) 1 Mad H C R App viii (ix). (Dismissal of complaint amounts to discharge of 
accused nnd does not bar fresh prosecution.) 

• (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 372 (375) : 23 Cri L .Tour 23G, Biso Bam v. Emperor. 

•(’11) 12 Cri L Jour 364 (3G8, 3G9) : 11 Ind Cas 132 : 1911 Pun Re No. 10 Cr (FB), 
Emperor v. Kir it. 

• (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 15G (157):8 Rang 1:31 Cr.L .T.824 , Hhana Beddy v. Emperor. 

[See also (’OS) 3 Cri L Jour 42G (128): 1905 Upp Bur Rul Cr. P. C. 1th Qr, p. 11, 
Nga Run v. Emperor. (Third Class Magistrate acting without jurisdiction in 
discharging accused — Sub-divisional Magistrate, held, could ignore tho discharge 
order nnd proceed to try tho accused.)] 

’Dismissal of complaint or discharge of accused— Same proceedings can be revived. 

(’72) 4 N TV P H C R 23 (25), Queen v. Jlur Pershad. 

.(’72) 18 Suth IV R Cr 39 (39) : 9 Beng L R 339, Jint Sahoo v. Bhcckon Boy. 
(Magistrate after he has discharged accused has power to take up the case again 
and re-try it.) 

'(’71) 15 Suth TV It Cr 55 (55), Queen v. Bajkishorc Boy. (Discharge of accused — 
Magistrate lias jurisdiction to take up case de novo.) 

>(’97) 1 C TV N 49 (51), Apoorba Kumar Sett v. Probod Kumar iDassi. (Presidency 
Magistrate can revive complaint even after discharge order.) 
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Section $08 
Note 13 


(’87) 1887 Rat 350 (352), Queen-Empress v. Bapuda. 

(’92) 1892 Rat 588 (590), Qitccn-Empressv. Govind. 

(’75) 1 Bom 64 (66), Reg. v. Dcvama. 

(’88) 13 Bom 384 (388): 1888 Rat 422, Queen-Empress v. Shankar. (Sanction under 
S. 195 given to private person ■ — Complaint by such person dismissed — Pro- 
ceedings under S. 478 not barred.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 255 (256) : 9 Bom L R 250, Emperor v. Nabi Fakira. (A Magis- 
trate after he has discharged an accused is not prevented from inquiring again 
into the case against the accused.) 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 65 (66) : 6 Beng L R App 67, In the matter of the petition 
of Ramjai Majumdar. (Magistrate of district has power, whether there be a 
private prosecutor or not, to order arrest of and take up the case against a person 
who lias been tried and discharged by a subordinate Magistrate.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 19 (19), Queen v. Ramsodoy Chuckcrbully. (In case triable 
by Court of Session, a Magistrate lias power to commit the accused to sessions 
after he has once discharged the accused.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 47 (48), Eistoram Mohara v. Anis. (Accused discharged by 
joint Magistrate — Magistrate of the district on petition presented to him, 
remanding case and directing Magistrate to proceed with the case — Order held 
not illegal — Held, he could have received complaint and made it over to subor- 
dinate Magistrate, to be heard.) 

(’01) 28 Cal 211 (216, 217) : 5 G W N 169, Queen-Empress v. Dolcgobind Dass. 
(Discharge of accused — Re-arrest and commitment of accused without previous 
order of discharge being set aside — Commitment held good.) 

(’01) 28 Cal 652 (658): SOWN 457 (FB), Dwarka Nath v. Beni Madhab. (Presi- 
dency Magistrate is competent to re-hear a warrant case in which he has dis- 
charged the accused.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 726 (732, 735) : 6 C W N 633 (FB), Mir Ahwad Hossein v. Mahomed 
Askari. (28 Cal 652, applied.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 48S (488) : 40 Cal 71 : 15 Ind Cas 488, Emperor v.Idoo. (Magis- 
trate has jurisdiction to adjudicate on any information laid before him against 
an accused person who is discharged by the High Court.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 485 (486): 18 Cr. h.J.88G,UmcshChandrav.Satish Chandra. 

(’68) 1868 Pun Re No. 32 Cr, p. 90 (99, 100), Selctindcr Elian v. Crown. 

(’74) 7 Mad H C R App xl (xl): 2 Weir 258. (Magistrate examining some witnesses 
and discharging accused — On learning that there is one more witness, cancelling- 
order of discharge and after taking evidence, committing accused to sessions — 
Commitment held good.) 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 274 (280): 29 Mad 126, In reCliinna Ealiappa Goundan. (Magis- 
trate can re-hear complaint previously dismissed by him under S. 203.) 

(’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 169 (172, 173), Queen-Empress v. Nga O Bok. 
[See (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 99 (102): 16 Pat 650: 39 Cr. L. J.353, Eunjo Chowdhry 
v. Emperor. (Application under S. 476 for filing complaint rejected — Order set 
aside on appeal and case sent back for enquiry — Trial Court is not precluded 
from filing complaint after inquiry.)] 

[But see (’97) 3 C W N 760 (761), Simbho Ram Ball v. Eari Hazari. (Magistrate 
scoring out order of dismissal as having been passed through mistake and pro- 
ceeding with the case— Held, Magistrate acted without authority.) 

(’98) 4 C W N 26 (27), Ram Kumar v. Ramji. (Dismissal of complaint by Pre- 
sidency Magistrate — Revival by him of the same complaint held barred.) 

(’98) 4 C W N 46 (47), Damini Dassi v. Hurry Mohan. (Discharge of accused 
by Presidency Magistrate — Revival by him of same proceedings barred.)] 

Fresh prosecution not barred though order dismissing complaint or discharging accused her 

been confirmed by superior Court. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 879 (880): 12 Lah 9: 31 Cr. L. J. 1180, Allah Ditto v. Earam 
Baksh. 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 563 (564) : 36 Cal 415 : 2 Ind Cas 293, J yotindra Nath Daw v. 
v. Hem Chandra Daw. (Dismissal of complaint — Refusal by District Magistrate 
to order further inquiry does not prevent the revival of the original complaint by 
the Magistrate who dismissed it.) 

But a contrary view was taken In the following case : 

(’28) AIR 1928 Sind 49 (50) : 21 Sind L R 127 : 28 Cr. L. J. 57, Shah Mahomed 
v. Emperor. (Discharge or dismissal of complaint confirmed by superior Court — 
Fresh prosecution barred.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L, J. 347 (348): 51. C, 991 (Lah), Mohammad Yakub v. Emperor. (Do.)- 
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contrary view taken in some of the earlier decisions 2 is, it is submitted, 
not good law. 

Where a complaint is dismissed or an accused is discharged by 
one Magistrate, there is a conflict of decisions as to whether another 
Magistrate of co-ordinate or inferior jurisdiction can start a fresh 
prosecution against the accused for the same offence. It has been held 
by the High Courts of Bombay , 3 Madras , 4 Rangoon 3 and the Chief 
Court of the Punjab,® that a fresh prosecution can be started by. such 
Magistrate. A contrary view is held by the High Courts of Allahabad 7 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 752 (753) : 28 Mad 255: 2 Weir 247, Mohamad Abdul Mention v. 
Panduranga Bow. (Complaint dismissed — District Magistrate refusing to inter- 
fere — Second complaint cannot be entertained.) 

See also S. 119 Note 3. 

2. (’96) 23 Cal 983 (988, 989) : 1 C W N 57, Nilraian Sen v. Jogcsh Chuttdra. 
(’01) 24 Cal 286 (288) : 1 C W N 185, Komal Chandra v. Gour Ohand. 

(’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. 110 (111, 112), Jowaliir Singh v. Queen-Empress. 
(’78) 2 Weir 247 (247). (Dismissal of complaint by one Magistrate — Another Magis- 
trate cannot entertain the same complaint without an order under S. 437.) 

(’82) 6 Mad 25 (26), Queen v. Vcnguvayyangar. (District Magistrate lias no power 
to revive prosecution in n case in which the accused is improperly discharged by 
a Court competent to try it.) 

[See (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 758 (759) : 28 Mad 310, Chinnathambi Mudali v. Salla- 
guruswamy Chctty. (Discharge without taking evidence — Fresh prosecution 
not barred — Discharge after taking evidence — Fresh prosecution barred.)] 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 258 (259) : 20 Cr. L. J. 991, In re Mahadcu Laxman. 
(’92) 16 Bom 414 (427), Queen-Empress v. Vajiram. (Per Telang, J.) 

(’84) 18S4I!nt209 (209), Queen-Empress v. Krishna. (One Magistrate in warrant — 
case discharging accused — High Court suggesting complainant to file his com- 
plaint before another Magistrate.) 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 369 (371) : 55 Mad 622 : 33 Cr. L. J. 454 (FB), Ponnu- 
sicanii Goundan v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 887 (887): 16 Cri L Jour 814, Pampalli Subbarcddi v. 
Chauduboyigari Kamal. (Dismissal of complaint by one Magistrate does not bar 
presenting a second complaint on same facts be ford different Magistrate.)] 

5. Sec (’34) AIR 1934 Bang 40 (41) : 35 Cr. L. J. 802, U Scin Twet v. U Mating 
Gyi. (Dismissal of complaint by one Magistrate does not bar prosecuting a second 
complaint on same facts before different Magistrate.) 

6. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 364 (369): 11 Ind Cas 132: 1911 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, Emperor 
v. Kiru. 

[See however (’26) AIR 1926 Lak 445 (445) : 27 Cri L Jour 719, Dhari Mai v. 
Emperor. (Fresh complaint should preferably be disposed of by Magistrate by 
whom complaint was dismissed or accused was discharged.)] 

7. (1900) 22 All 106 (108) : 1899 AWN 211, Queen-Empress v. Adam Khan. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 87 (87, 88): 56 All 425: 35 Cr. L. J. 1062, Bama Nandv. Sheri. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 815 (816) : 28 Cri L Jour 536, Nanda v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’15) AIR 1915 All 50 (50) : 16 Cri L Jour 73, Mohammed v. Ali Baza. 
(Magistrate who dismissed complaint had jurisdiction in case merely by reason 
of transfer of the case to him — Subsequent complaint instituted in the Court 
which alone could take cognizance of the complaint, previous Magistrate hav- 
ing left the district — Held that the entertainment of complaint was legal.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 59 (60) : 36 Cri L Jour 128, Phonsia v. Emperor. (Discharge 
— Subsequent complaint on same facts — Application for transfer — Maintain- 
ability — Procedure.) 

(’81) 3 All 251 (253), Empress of India v. Tiha Singh. (Discharge of accused 
does not bar revival of prosecution for the same offence but it can only be re- 
vived in the Court in which it could legally be instituted.)] 

[See however (’35) AIR 1935 All 60 (63) : 56 All 990 : 35 Cri L Jour 1485, Kunji 
Lai v. Emperor. (Same Magistrate entertaining second complaint can transfer 
it to another Magistrate for disposal.)] 

[But see (’26) AIR 1926 All 298 (298) : 27 Cri L Jour 383, Puran v. Emperor. 
(Complaint dismissed —Order of dismissal not set aside — Second complaint on 
same facts can be entertained by different Magistrate. 22 All 106, not followed.)] 
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Note 13 
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Section 403 and Calcutta 8 and by the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind 9 on 
Note 13 the ground that it would be contrary to sound principle to allow one 
Magistrate to practically displace the orders of another Magistrate of 
equal rank and powers. It is submitted that there is no warrant for 
limiting the effect of the .words of the explanation in this way. It has 
also been held by a Full Bench of the Sind Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court that where a complaint has been dismissed for default, there is 
no bar to the entertainment of a fresh complaint by the same Magistrate 
or by his successor in oflice or by some other Magistrate of co-ordinate 
jurisdiction . 10 

It is settled that the successor of the Magistrate by whom a 
complaint was dismissed or an accused was discharged can start 
proceedings against the accused afresh . 11 See also S. 559. 

"Whether it is the same Magistrate or a different Magistrate before 
whom proceedings against an accused are sought to be re-commenced, 
the Magistrate has a discretion in the matter ; 12 he ought not to start 
a fresh prosecution in the absence of exceptional circumstances . 13 

8. (’97) 2-1 Cal 52S (531, 532) : 1 C W N 370, Grish Chandra Roy v. Dwaraha 
Das Agar wallah. 

9. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 15 (1G) : 41 Cri L Jour 248, Umar Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 3S (39) : 40 Cr. L. J. 237 : I L R (1939) Ear 228, Chellomal 

v. Ecwahnal Jcramdas. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Sind 23 (24) : 15 S L R 131 : 23 Cr.L.J. 737, Cliandi Ram v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Sind Gl (Gl): 23 Sind L R 43 : 29 Cri L Jour 1097, Mt. Tirathhai 
v. Ml. Sugnibai. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 242 (243) : 31 Cr. L. J. G87, Emperor v. AUias. 

10. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 193 (195, 196) : 40 Cr L J 745 : ILR (1940) Ear 74 (FB), 
Ml. Harbai v. Eaya Premji. (AIR 1929 Sind Gl overruled so far as cases of 
dismissal of complaint for default are concerned.) 

11. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 432 (433) : 2G Cri L Jour 1040, Ashgar AH v. AJcbar AH. 
(First complaint before Magistrate .4 only beenuse Magistrate D who had juris- 
diction was on leave — Complaint dismissed — Second complaint before Magistrate 
D held maintainable.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 79 (SO) : 3G All 129: 15 Cri L Jour 15S, Rambharos v. Baban. 
(Complaint forwarded to Magistrate dismissed — Another complaint on same 
facts to same Magistrate — Magistrate succeeded by another — Successor, held, not 
precluded from issuing process and entertaining complaint.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 523 (524) : 21 Cri L Jour GG0, Shco Gobind Singh v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 All 514 (515) : 35 Cri L Jour 1059, Lallain v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 87 (SS) : 5G All 425 : 35 Cri L Jour 10G2, Rama Band v. 
Sheri. (Obiter.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 267 (2G7, 2G8) : 21 Cri L Jour S15, Mohan Singh v. Emperor. 

12. See S. 190 Note 17. 

13. (’36) AIR 193G Lah 47 (48) : 37 Cri L Jour 427, Chaman Lai v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lab S79 (SS0) : 12 Lah 9 : 31 Cri L Jour 11S0, Alla Ditta v. 

liar am Balcsh. 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Mad 494 (495) : 18 Cri L Jour 329, In rc Koyassan Kutty. (Unless 
strong grounds are made out, person once discharged should not be harrassed 
again for the same charge.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 372 (375) : 23 Cri L Jour 236, Bisoram v. Emperor. (Fresh 
prosecution cannot be started unless there are new materials before the Magis- 
trate which were not before him formerly.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 114 (115):26 CriLJour 284, U ShwcEyau'V.Mt. Shin Bwin. 
(Fresh complaint cannot be entertained unless new facts, not available previously, 
are adduced or manifest error or miscarriage of justice has occurred in previous 
proceedings.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 867 (869) : 1904 Upp Bur Rul Cr Pro Code 19, Mi The Ein v. 
Nga E Tlia. (Do.) 
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Section 211 
Notes 5-6 


which the accused is charged 1 or that the Magistrate entertains doubts 
as to the value of the evidence of such witness 2 or that the list contains 
a large number of witnesses. 3 Where a further list is given under 
sub-s.(2), subsequent to the order of commitment, the Magistrate is 
bound, on receipt of such list, to exercise his discretion and state 
distinctly whether he would summon the witnesses or not. If he is of 
opinion that any witness is included in the list for the purpose of 
vexation or delay or of defeating the ends of justice, the Magistrate 
ought to proceed under the second proviso to S. 21G. 4 

5. Reserving of defence by the accused. — Though the 
language of the section is imperative, there is nothing in it which 
enables the Magistrate to prevent the accused person from reserving 
his defence for the Court of Session. 1 As a matter of fact, the accused 
is entitled to reserve his defence, and refuse to disclose the names 
of witnesses whom he intends to call at the trial. 2 Thus, where an 
accused on being ashed to give a list of witnesses, does not give it, but 
says he will file a list subsequently, the Magistrate would be acting 
with sound judicial judgment and in accordance with law, if he does 
not cross-examine the accused as to the names of his witnesses and 
what those witnesses would be called to prove. 3 This is because there 
may be the danger, in some cases, of the accused running the risk of 
his witnesses being tampered with. In such a case, it will be wise on 
the part of the accused to decline to give a list to the Magistrate, and 
to reserve his defence for the Court of Session. 4 

But an accused person, who has reserved his defence, cannot claim 
to keep back any of his witnesses mentioned in the list from being 
examined by the Magistrate under S. 212, on the ground that his right 
of reserving the defence would be prejudicially affected thereby. 5 

6. Failure of the accused to give a list — Effect of. — If 

an accused person, on being asked by the Magistrate to give in a list 
of his witnesses, declines to give in such a list, he cannot compel the 
Magistrate, after committal, to issue summonses for witnesses on his 
behalf. He is, however, entitled under s. 291 to call any witness in the 
Court of Session and examine him, if he is in attendance in such Court, 
whether or not, he has caused such witness to be summoned. 1 In such 

Note 4 

1. (’71) 15 SuthWR Cr 7 (7) : 6 Beng L E App 65, Bam Shahai v. Sanhar Bahadur. 

2. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 15 (15, 16), In re Mohima Chundcr Shah . 

3. (’85) 11 Cal 762 (766), Hurendro Narain Singh v. Bhobaniprca Baruani. 

4. (’71) 16 Suth AY E Cr 14 (15), Queen v. Rajcoomar. 

[See also (’40) AIE 1940 Pat 355 (358) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Empcrori] 

Note 5 

1. (’70) 13 Suth YT E Cr 1 (11) : 4 Beng L E App 1, In re Mohesh Chundcr. 

2. (’92) 14 All 242 (245) : 1892 A W N S3, Queen-Empress v. Hargobind Singh. 

3. (’92) 14 All 242 (245) : 1S92 A W N 83, Queen-Empress v. Hargobind Singh. 

4. (’97) 19 All 502 (504) : 1897 A W N 134, Queen-Empress v. Shakir Ali. 

5. (’96) 18 All 380 (380, 381) : 1S96 A W N 114, In the matter of Rudra Singh. 

See also S. 212 Note 1. 

Note 6 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 533 (536) : 17,Lah 176 : 37 Cr. L. ,T. 742(FB),ilIA Niamat. 
v. Emperor. (Ss. 211 and 291 read together show that if the accused has willing 
witnesses at the Sessions Court, he can be allowed to produce them, but if he 
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As to whether the same case can he re-opened, see notes under 
section 309. 

14. “Discharge ” — Meaning of. — It has been seen in Note 13 
that a discharge of an accused is not an acquittal for the purposes of 
this section. 

Where on a complaint of a major offence the Magistrate frames 
a charge only for a minor offence, his action has been held to amount 
to a discharge of the accused in regard to the major offence . 1 Where an 

(’03) 2 Cri L Jour 651 (653) : 1 Nag L E 18, Mahialambi v. Hasanali. (In 
entertaining second complaint proper discretion should be exercised so that 
injustice should not be done to the parties.) 

(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 59 (60) : JAL J 562 : 29 All 7, Emperor v. Mcharban Hussain. 
(Magistrate to whom second complaint is made may take into consideration the 
fact that a previous complaint was preferred and dismissed.) 

(’OS) 8 Cri L .Tour 249 (249) (Lab), Bchari Lai v. Emperor. (Magistrate on receiv- 
ing second complaint should form an independent opinion whether prima facie 
case is established for investigation by the Court.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 364 (369) : 11 1. C. 132 : 1911 PunBcXo.lOCr(FB), Emperor 
v. Kiru. (Whore circumstances make the order of discharge equivalent to one of 
acquittal, no further proceedings should be taken against accused.) 

(’87) 2 C P L B 82 (85, 86), Empress v. Bhaicaga n Malcc. (Magistrate taking up 
case of accused, discharged by his predecessor and convicting him on evidence 
rejected by the predecessor would be acting wrongly.) 

(’87) 1887 Bat 350 (352), Quccn-Emprcss v. Bapitda. (Magistrate is bound to exer- 
cise due discretion and lake the previous discharge into consideration and avoid 
oppressive proceedings.) 

(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 493 (495) : 137 Ind Cas 520 (Lah), Mohamad Din v. Mehatab 
Din. (Second complaint can be entertained only where previous order was passed 
on incomplete record or it was manifestly perverse or foolish.) 

(’29) 30 Cri L Jour 444 (444) : 115 Ind Cas 309 (Sind), Parsram Bhagwan Das v. 
Emperor. (Fresh complaint based on same facts and involving same evidence 
available at the previous trial should not be entertained.) 

(’29) AIE 1929 Sind 242 (243) : 31 Cri L Jour 087, Emperor v. Alias. (Do.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 582 (5S2) : 4 Sind L E 52 : 8 I. C. 202, Mohammad Ilassim 
v. Emperor. (Sound judicial discretion should be exercised in proceeding with the 
second complaint.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Bom 258 (259) : 20Cr.L, .T. 991, In re Mahaclcv Laxman. (There 
is a compelling duty on the complainant while making his second complaint to 
inform the Magistrate that a previous similar complaint was dismissed so that 
Magistrate may exercise greater care in dealing with the case.) 

(’14) AIE 1914 Sind 44 (44) : 8 Sind L E 196 : 16 Cr. L. J. 174, Bulchand Tahil- 
ram v. Ghandhoomal. (That previous complaint was dismissed under S. 259 is 
not sufficient ground for refusing to entertain second complaint though it may 
give an additional ground for refusing to proceed upon the complaint.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Cal 104(104): 25 Cr.L.J. 311, In re Easatulla. (Person discharged 
and examined as witness in case against accomplice — Trial again is unfair.) 
[See (’29) AIE 1929 Bom 134 (134) : 30 Cr.L.J. 594, Emperor v. Ainanal Eader. 
(Magistrate exercising due discretion in proceeding to inquire into merits of tho 
second complaint.) 

(’29) AIE 1929 Lah 544 (544), Budh Singh v. Ml. Soman. (Complainant failing 
to prove his alleged marriage with accused — Complaint dismissed — Another 
complaint cannot be entertained.)] 

Note 14 

1. (’01) 24 Mad 136 (139, 140, 146) : 2 Weir 544, Krishna Reddy v. Subbamma. 
(’29) AIE 1929 All 940 (940) : 30 Cr.L.J. 1153, Abdul Rashid v. Harish Chandra. 
(Not framing charge under particular section amounts to discharge — Prosecution 
for offence under S. 353, Penal Code — Conviction for offence under S. 186.) 

(’20) AIE 1920 Mad 94 (95) : 43 Mad 330:21 Cr. L. J. 91, In re Gandi Apparani. 
(Police charging accused under Ss. 147, 325 and 323, Penal Code — Evidence pointing 
to an offence under S. 304 — Accused acquitted of offence under S. 147 — Sessions 
Judge directing commitment under S. 304, Penal Code — Commitment legal — 
Accused held must be deemed to have been impliedly discharged for offence 
under S. 304.) 
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Notes 13-14 
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Section 303 
Notes 13-18 


offence triable as a warrant-case is tried as a summons-case and the 
accused has been acquitted, it has been held that the order only 
amounts to a discharge. 2 See also the undermentioned cases. 3 

15. General Clauses Act, Section 26. — Sub-section (5) of this 
section provides inter alia that nothing in this section shall affect the 
provisions of S. 2G of the General Clauses Act. That section runs as 
follows : 

“Where an act or omission constitutes an offence under two or more enact- 
ments, then the offender shall be liable to be prosecuted and punished under either 
or any of those enactments, but shall not be liable to be punished twice for the 
same offence.” 

The effect of this is not to authorise or prohibit a second 
prosecution of a person in any case. The section only means that at 
one and the same trial a person may be charged under the different 
enactments under which his act may bo punishable provided tbat he is 
not punished twice for such act. 1 {Compare S. 235, sub-s.{2) of this Code 
and s.71 of the Penal Code.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 85 (85) : 33 Cri L Jour 558, Eamrao v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S. 3GG, I. P. C. — Evidence disclosing offence under S. 37G — Application 
to amend charge rejected — Order amounts to discharge of offence under S. 37G.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 190 (191) : 19 Sind L R 353 : 25 Cri L Jour 1368, Ehanu v. 
Emperor. (Prosecution for offences under Ss. 421 and 500(2), Penal Code — Appli- 
cation by complainant to frame charge under S. 395 and commit accused— Magis- 
trate declining to entertain applications — Implied discharge of offence under S. 395.) 
[See (’26) 27 Cr. L. J. G15 (615, 016) : 94 I. C. 359 (All), Tad Earn v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate refraining from framing charge for offence under a particular sec- 
tion — Subsequent trial for same offence not barred.)] 

[nut see (’03) 5 Bom L R 125 (126), Emperor v. Zuji Manvdibrit. (Where a con- 
trary view was assumed.)] 

See also S. 209 Noto G; S. 253 Note 4 and S. 437 Note 8. 

2. (’88) 1888 All W N 9G (97) Empress v. Lajja Earn. 

(’86) 1886 All W N 260 (260), Empress v. Jadu. 

[But sec (’80) 3 All 129 (131), Empress of India v. Gurdu. (Mere failure to frame 
charge does not invalidiate acquittal and convert it into discharge.)] 

See also S. 245 Note 5 and S. 251 Note 3. 

3. (’34) AIR 1934 All 944 (945) : 36 Cri L Jour 202, Nazir Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(For the purposes of this section there is no distinction between discharge after 
tahing prosecution evidence and discharge before.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 41 (41), Queen v. Ncetic. (Magistrate used the words acquit- 
tal and release when he intended only to discharge a person accused of an offence 
not triable by him — Held Sessions Court could order commitment of such person.) 
(’75) 1 Bom 64 (65, 66), Ecg. v. Dcvama. (Non-compoundable case dismissed on 
parties coming to amicable settlement — Order of dismissal amounts to discharge.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 98 (99) : 34 Cr. L. J. 12, Musalayya v. Eanga Eao. (Accused 
tried for offence triable ns warrant-case on complaint by police — Before charge 
framed case -withdrawn hut order of acquittal passed — Order of acquittal was 
virtually one of discharge and did not bar subsequent trial for same offence.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 371 (373):41 Mad 727:19 Cr. L. J. 613, Eaghuvalu Naicker 
v. Singaram. (Case under S. 352 (summons-case) and S. 504 (wnrrant.case) — 
Complainant absent — Accused discharged — Discharge does not operate as acquit- 
tal with reference to offence under S. 504.) 

Note 15 

1. (’03) 6 Oudh Cas 153 (157), Eaghubar Dayal v. King-Emperor. 

It is submitted that the following decisions which have proceeded on the foot- 
ing that the question of a subsequent trial being barred or not may come within 
the purvieiu of S. 26, General Glauses Act, have not approached the question from 
the correct point of view : 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 18 (19) : 36 Cri L Jour 813, Arsala Khan v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 461 (463) : 34 Cri L Jour 1018, Ecoti v. Emperor. 


CH.30] PERSON NOT TO BE TRIED FOR SAME OFFENCE 2199 

The effect of sub-s. (5) is to enact that the above provision which 
enables a person being proceeded against at the same trial under 
different enactments in regard to the same act is not affected by the 
prohibition of a fresh trial in respect of such act which this section 
contains. 

15a. Section 188 of the Code. — Sub-section ( 5 ) of this section 
provides inter alia that nothing in this section shall affect the 
provisions of s. 188 of the Code. The second proviso to that section 
provides that the trial of a person under the section in British India 
for an offence committed out of British India will preclude extradition 
proceedings being taken against him for the same offence. This section 
precludes only a fresh trial of a person on the same facts in the 
circumstances stated in the section. The object of this sub-section is 
to provide that the fact that only a fresh trial is barred under this 
section does not affect the bar of extradition of proceedings created 
by section 188 . 

16. Practice. — A plea of bar under this section can be raised 
at any stage of the case. 1 The plea can bo raised even in revision, 2 
though the proper time to take it is when the accused is called upon 
to plead. 2a The burden of proving the facts necessary to establish the 
plea is on the accused. 3 When a plea of bar is raised under this section, 
it must be determined after hearing the evidence and ascertaining 
what the facts are in the two cases. 4 It cannot be constructively 
decided. 0 

■(’16) AIR 191G Pat 8G (8G) : 1 Pat L Jour 373 : 18 Cr. L. J. 321, Rahamatullah v. 
Emperor. (When one act constitutes two offences separnto punishments can bo 
inflicted only if both offences are against same law — 8. 2G mnkes the point more 
clear.) 

•(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 537 (537) : 33 Cri L Jour G29, President, Panchayai Board, 
Yelgodc v. Chinna Venkata. (S. 2G has no application if offences are distinct.) 

Note 16 

1. (’36) AIR 193G Mad 353(357, 3G3):37 Cr.L.J. 037(FB), Emperor v. John M elver. 
•(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 901 (904) : 41 Cal 1072 : 15 Cr. L. J. 460, Emperor v. Nirmal 

Kanta Boy. (Beforo verdict in any form is given.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 577 (579): 29 Cr.L.J. 7G0, Chhanu Prasad Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 877 (878) : 35 Cri L Jour 1177, Ali Bux v. Emperor. 

•(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 137 (138) : 1G Sind L R 1 : 23 Cri L Jour 305, Emperor v. 

Mcnghraj Dcvidas. (Objection to trial can be taken notice of by High Court in 
revision of its own motion.) 

.(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 23 (25), Jagannatha Bao v. Emperor. (Do.) 

2a. (’36) AIR 1936 Mad 353 (357, 3G3) : 37 Cr. L. J. G37 (F B), Emperor v. John 
M elver. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 577 (579) : 29 Cri L Jour 7G0, Chlianu Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 315 (315) : 15 Cri L Jour 672, Appalaswami v. Emperor. 

4. (’19) AIR1919Cal57 (57): 20 Cr.L.J. 572, ill. N. Mukhcrjcc v. Matangi Char an. 
■(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 972 (973) : 22 Cri L Jour 67, Eadha Kishcn v. Fateh Cliand. 

5. (’36) AIR 1936 Mad 353 (364) : 37 Cr.L.J. 637 (FB), Emperor v. John Mclver. 
(Per Mockett, J.) 
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Of appeals. 


Section 505 


404 .* No appeal shall lie from any judgment 

Unless otherwise pro- or order of a Criminal Court except 
vided, no appeal to lie. as provided for by this Code or by 

any other law for the time being in force. 


Synopsis 


1. Right of appeal, 
la. Forum of appeal. 

2. Appeal to Privy Council. 

2a. Appeal to Federal Court. 

3. Limitation. See Note 9 to S. 119. 

4. “ By any other law.” 


5. Appeal and revision. See S. 439, 

6. Withdrawal of appeal. See S. 423, 

7. Death of appellant — Abatement 

of appeal. See S. 431. 

8. Transfer of territory and appeal, 

forum. See S. 1. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Appeal — Continuation of trial. See 
Note 1. 

Appellate Court’s powers same ns origi- 
nal. See Note 1. 

Interlocutory order non-nppenlablc. See 
Note 1. 

Judgment, order, conviction and sen- 
tence — Meaning. See Note 1. 

Letters Patent — Leave to appeal. See 
Note 2. 

Power of superior Court to cancel or 
vary — No right of appeal. See Note 1. 

Procedure for appeals under special or 
local law. See Note 4. 

Procedure in appeals. See Note 1. 


Right of appeal — Expressly to be given 
by statute and not by implication. See- 
Notes 1 and 4. 

Right of appeal subject to conditions. 
Sec Note 1. 

Right of appeal under rule-making 
power. See Note 4. 

Section 428 not applicable to S. 250, 
See Note 1. 

Sections 250, 48G, 515, 524 and 562. 
See Note 1. 

Sections 47G, 48G, 195 and procedure. 
See Note 1. 

“Sentences final” — No appeal. See 
Note 4. 

Transfer — Appeal not lost. See Note 1. 


1. Right of appeal. — A right of appeal is not a natural or 
inherent right. It must be expressly given by statute . 1 It cannot arise 


1882 : S. 404 ; 1872 : S. 282, para. 2 and S. 286, illustrations; 

1861 ; S. 414. 


Section 404 — Note 1 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 F C 43 (45) : 40 Cr.L.J. 468 : ILR (1939) Kar (FC) 132 : 1939 
F C R 159 : I L R (1940) Lah 400 (F C), Hori Bam Singh v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 413 (413) : I L R (1937) 1 Cal 123 : 38 Cr. L. J. 876, Kali 
Kumar Mitler v. Emperor. 

(’13) 40 Cal 21 (27) : G Low Bur Rul 150 : 16 I. C. 188 : 39 I A 197 (PC), Bangoon 
Botatoung Co., Ltd. v. Collector of Bangoon. 

(’87) 11 Mad 26 (34) : 14 Ind App 160 :5 Sar 54 (P C), Minakshi Baidu v. Subra- 
manya Sastri. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad S31 (832) : 39 Mad 539 : 16 Cr. L. J. 303, Adur v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 All 380 (3S2) :47 All 513 (FB), Abdul Bahman v. Abdul Baliman. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 329 (330, 331) : 1905 A W N 135 : 2 A L J 716, In the matter 
of the petition of Chet Bam. (Before S. 406 was amended in 1923, there was no 
right of appeal from an order under S. 118 requiring security to keep the peace.) 

(’92) 15 All 61 (62) : 1892 AWN 242, Mchdi Hasan v. Tota Bam. (The word 
‘appeal’ in Ss. 195 and 439, Criminal P. C., does not grant an appeal — It is only 
intended to designate the Court in question.) 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 53 (54), Belilios v. Queen. 
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by implication. 2 Thus, the existence of a power in a superior Court to 
cancel or vary an order of a subordinate Court, as for instance, under 
S. 125, 3 or under S. 195, sub-s.(6), as it stood before 1923, 4 or under s. 123, 
sub-s.(2), 5 cannot be construed as giving a right of appeal in such cases. 

Where a right of appeal is given by statute subject to certain 
conditions and limitations, the right cannot be enlarged so as to nullify 
such conditions or limitations. 0 A right of appeal duly conferred on a 

(’9S) 25 Cal 630 (630) : 2 C W N 225, Ram Chandra Mistry v. Nobin Mirdlta. 
(No appeal from an order under S. 522, Criminal P. C.) 

(’91) 1891 AH W N -18 (51) : 13 All 171 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Pohpi. 

(’99) 21 All 181 (182) : 1899 A W N 15, In the matter of the petition of Madho 
Earn. (No appeal from order under S. 36, Legal Practitioneis Act.) 

(’86) 10 Bom 258 (263, 261), Queen-Empress v. Mangal Tehchand. (By the Aden 
Act, II of 1864, S. 29, no appeal lies from an order or sentence of the resident at 
Aden in any criminal case — The High Court of Bombay, being doubtful if this 
provision applied to the island of Pcrim, admitted appeal from death sentence 
of the Resident who was a Sessions Court subject to the High Court of Bombay.) 
[See (’81) 2 Weir 308(309), In re Narayanaswami. (No appeal isallowed against 
an order of dismissal of complaint.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 24 (26) : 1905 A W N 19 : 2 A L J 04 : 27 All 415, l lanhi v. 
Bhaguianti. (No appeal from an order under S. 522, Criminal P. C.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 782 (782) : 17 I. C. 414 (All), Sped Iliaf Husain v. Emperor. 
(Order of transfer by Sub-divisional Magistrate under S. 528 — Appeal to Dis- 
trict Magistrate not maintainable.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 322 (322) : 38 Cal 547 : 10 Ind Cas 618, Rudolf Stallman v. 
Emperor. (A Magistrate acting under the Extradition Act is not subject to any 
appellate or revisional jurisdiction.) 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 306 (307) : 1 I. C. 506 : 1909 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, Hale v. Emperor. 
(Appeal is not competent from the judgment of a Single Judge on original side.) 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 59 (60) : 1 Ind Cas 148 : 31 AH 69, In re Kcdar Nath. (No 
appeal from order under S. 36, Legal Practitioners Act.)] 

[Sec however (’78) 2 All 53 (54), Empress of India v. Nadua. (The High Court 
in this case, though doubtful whether the law nllows an appeal entertained an 
appeal, relying on the practice of the Court.)] 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 88 (S9) : 26 S. L. R. 200 : 33 Cr.L.J. 898, Emperor v. Nim. 
(1891 A C 211, followed.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 831 (832) : 39 Mad 539 : 16 Cr. L. J. 303, Abdur v. Emperor. 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 613 (619) : 14 Cr. L. J. 546 (552, 554) : 37 Mad 125 (FB), 
Mare Goted v. Emperor. (PowerunderS.125islargertbanappellatcorrovisional.) 

(’13) 35 All 103 (104) : 18 I. C. 351 : 14 Cr.L. 3.G3,BanarsiDas\. PratabSingli. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 428 (428) : 39 All 466 : 18 Cr. L. J, G30, Sita Ram v. Emperor. 
[But see (’78) 3 Cal 379 (381) : 1 C L R 339, In re Captain Michell. (Power to- 
alter or annul under S. 520 held to imply right of appeal.)] 

4. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 296 (296) : 14 I. C. 760 : 40 Cal 37, Hari Mandal v.Ecslmv 
Chandra. (Not being an appeal District Judge cannot transfer the proceeding to 
a Subordinate Judge under the Civil Courts Act.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 599 (601) : 40 Cal 239 : 16 I. C, 167, Pochay Mitay v. Emperor. 
(But see (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 7 (9) : 1904 A W N 10 : 26 All 244, Hardeo Singh v. 
Hanuman Dai. (An application under the old sub-s. (6) to S. 195 is in the nature 
of an appeal. N. B. — S. 476-B introduced by the Amending Act of 1923 now 
makes specific provision for appeal in such cases.)] 

5. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 8S (89): 26 Sind L R 200: 33 Cri L Jour 898, Emperor v. 
Nim. (Not being an appeal no re-trial can be ordered as if on appeal.) 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 336 (336): 38 Cr.L.J. 985, Moti Ram v. Emperor. (Sentence 
of whipping passed by Presidency Magistrate — No appeal lies to High Court.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 413 (414): I L R (1937) 1 Cal 123: 38 Cri L Jour 876, Kalihu- 
mar Mittcr v. Emperor. (Sentence of six months’ rigorous imprisonment passed by 
Presidency Magistrate— Co-adcused bound over under S. 562 — Appeal does not lie.) 
(’81) 7 Cal 447 (451), In re Poona Churn Pal. (Right of appeal under S. 417 is not 
available to a private complainant.) 

(’84) 7 Mad 213 (214) : 2 Weir 477, Rangasivami v. Narasimhulu. (No appeal to 
a District Magistrate from an acquittal by a second class Magistrate — See S.417.) 
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person cannot be taken away by transfer . 7 

A right of appeal has been given not only by Ss. 405 to 418 of this 
chapter but also by other sections of the Code. See Ss. 250, 486, 515 and 
524. The procedure to be adopted in all such appeals under the Code 
is that prescribed by this chapter (Ss. 419 to 43l) 8 unless any of the 
provisions thereof specifically restrict the application of such provisions 
to appeals under this chapter. Thus, S. 42S applies only to appeals 
under this chapter ; it consequently does not apply to appeals under 
section 476B. 9 

The section refers to criminal Courts. It does not, however, 
follow from this that the Code deals only with the appeals from 
criminal Courts. Sections 476B and 486 deal with orders passed by any 
civil or revenue Courts. Appeals in respect of orders from such Courts 
Are specially provided for in those sections. As to the procedure 
Applicable to such appeals, see ss. 195 and 476 and the undermentioned 
cases , 10 

The words judgment, order, conviction and sentence are not used 
in a consistent sense in this chapter, with the result that a clear and 
consistent scheme as to appeals cannot be evolved from the chapter . 11 

The term “order” in this section means a final order. An 
interloczitory order is thus not open to appeal. 12 See also Note 7 to S. 417. 

(’96) 20 Bom 145 (145), Queen-Empress v. Hari Savba. (Appeal under S. 411 lies 
only in cases of sentences specified in it and not otherwise.) 

(’S9) 16 Cal 799 (801), Schcin v. Queen-Empress. (Do.) 

7 . (’79) 4 Cal 667 (669), Empress v. Tsit Oode. (Judicial Commissioner of his own 
motion transferring a case from Sessions Court to his own Court.) 

•8. (’21) AIR 1921 Mad 281 (282): 22 Cri L Jour 583, Krishna Kone v. Naraijana 
Dass. (But Sections 407, 419, 421, 422 and 423 of Ch. XXXI apply.) 

9 . (’28; AIR 1928 Mad 391 (392) : 51 Mad 603: 29 Cr. L. J. 445, Vannia Nainar 
v. Periasioami Naidti. 

I See (’10) 33 Mad 90 (91): 5 I C 881: 11 Cri L Jour 280, In re Krishna Reddy. 

10. (’31) AIR 1931 Gal 3 (4): 58 Cal 402: 32 Cri L Jour 325, Mahomed Boyetulla 
v. Emperor. (Ch. 31 applies.) 

•(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 2SS (289): 30 Mad 311: 17 M L J 123: 2 M L T 84, Rama Iyer 
v. Vcnhatachala Padayachi. (An application for sanction to prosecute coming 
before District Judge on appeal from Munsif — The former cannot direct the 
latter to take fresh evidence.) 

.(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 604 (605, 606): 59 Cal 68 : 33 Cri L Jour 38, Surendra Nath 
v. Susil Kumar. (Civil Procedure Code applies.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 428 (429):31 Cr. L. J.750, Mahendra Nathv. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 98 (100) : 53 Cal 827: 28 Cri L Jour 92, Nasaruddin Khan v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

.(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 284 (284, 285): 54 Cal 355, Hamid Ali v. Madhusudhan Das. 
(Per Chotzner, J., Ch. XXXI applies; Per Duval, J., Civil Procedure Code 
applies.) 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 197 (204): 19 I C 197: 40 Cal 477 (FB), Har Prasad v. Emperor. 
(When an order under S. 476, Criminal P. C., is made by a Civil Court it cannot 
be revised by the High Court under S. 439 but it may be revised under S. 115 of 
C. P. C.; but if the order is made by criminal Court, S. 439, Cr. P. C. applies.) 
•(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 391 (392) : 51 Mad 603 : 29 Cri L Jour 445, Yannia Nainar 
v. Periasiuamy Naidu. 

11. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 543 (545) : 10 Bur L R 321 : 1904 Upp Bur Rul Cr. P. C. 
7, il Li Shwe v. King-Emperor. (For example see the bearing of S. 408 onSs, 380, 
-562 and 563.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 329 (330) : 52 Cal 463 : 26 Cr.L.J. 455, Bahadur Molla v. Ismail. 

12. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 280 (280, 281) : 1 Luck 48 : 27 Cri L Jour 191, Kashi 
Ram v. R. L. Dikshit. 
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An appeal is only a continuation of the trial 13 and consequently 
the appellate Court, unless otherwise provided, has powers to do only 
what the lower Court could do and should have done and not to pass 
any order under any circumstances . 14 

The general tendency of the Amending Act of 1023 is to enlarge 
rather than curtail the right of appeal . 13 

la. Forum of appeal. — Under ss. -107, 40S, no and dll, the 
forum of an appeal is dependent on the status of the Judge by whom 
the trial is hold. Suppose there is a change in the status of the Judge 
after the hearing of a caso and before judgment is given : Is the forum 
of appeal to be determined by the Judge's status at the time of the 
hearing or at the time of the judgment? On this question there is a 
conflict of decisions. According to the Allahabad High Court , 1 the 
judgment does not form part of a trial under the Code and hence the 
Judge’s status at the time of the hearing and not at the time of the 
judgment determines the forum of appeal. The Calcutta High Court 
also holds the same view . 2 But the Sind Judicial Commissioner’s 
■Court has held that the status of the Judge at the time of the judgment 
determines the forum of appeal . 3 The decision proceeds on the ground 
that as under this section an appeal lies from a judgment or order and 
not from a trial, it is the Judge's status at the time of the judgment 
that determines the forum of the appeal. But with regard to this point, 
the Allahabad High Court thinks that this section only indicates that 
an appeal is to lie from a judgment or order and has nothing to do 
with the forum of an appeal . 4 

13. (’14) AIR 1914Mnd25S(259) :37Madll9 : 15Cr.hJ.180, Balilicddyv.Empcror. 
{’9G) 23 Cal 975 (977), Quccn-Emprcss v. Jabanulla. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 121 (123) : 28 Nag LR 233 : 33 Cr. L. J. 849 (FB), Mohammadi 
Gul Bohilla v. Emperor. (Appeal by the convict and appeal by the Government 
is continuation of the original trial.) 

See also S. 403 Note 7. 

14. ('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 444 (445, 440) : 11 I. C. 783 : 7 Nng L R 109, Sita Bam 
v. Emperor. (Appellate Court cannot inflict a greater punishment than the lower 
Court.) 

tfOG) 29 Mad 190 (191) : 3 Cr. L. J. 4G1, Mitihia Chclhj v. Emperor. (Case under 
the Code of 1882 under which appellate Court had no power to require security; 
but under the present Code that Court has such power.) 

{’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 224 (22G) : 12 C W N 438, Bansi Lai v. Emperor. (S. 191 applies 
in case of appeals also.) 

{’89) 12 Mad 451 (453) : 1 Weir 113,Quccn-Emprcss\.Subbaipja. (Accused cannot 
be examined as a witness in criminal appeal.) 

15. (’25) MR 1925 Cal 329 (331) : 52 Cal 4G3 : 2G Cr. L. J. 455, Bahadur Molla 
v. Ismail, (e. g. Ss. 40G, 40GA, 415A, 418 (2) and 5G3 (4).) 

Note la 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 All 102 (10G) : ILR (1938) All 157 : 39 Cr. L. J. 345, Bahshi 
Bam v. Emperor. (Trial by Assistant Sessions Judge — Judge made Additional 
Sessions Judge before judgment — Appeal lies to Sessions Judgo under S. 408 
and not to High Court.) 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 460 (4G1) : 33 Cr. L. J. 516, Baramaddi v. Magorali. (Trial 
while Magistrate holding second class powers — First class powers given before 
judgment — Appeal lies to District Magistrate under S. 407.) 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 22 (22, 23) : 38 Cri-L Jour 350 : 30 S. L. R. 45G, Jalal v. 
Emperor. (Trial by Assistant Sessions Judge — Judgment in capacity of Additional 
Sessions Judge — Appeal lies to High Court.) 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 All 102 (105, 106) : ILR (1938) All 157 : 39 Cri L Jour 345, 
Bahshi Bam v. Emperor. 
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ction 405 
Note 2 


2. Appeal to Privy Council. — The Criminal Procedure Code 
does not provide for any appeal to the Privy Council . 1 In fact, the 
Privy Council is not a Court of criminal appeal for India . 2 But under 
the relevant clauses of the Letters Patent granted to the various 
Chartered High Courts, such Courts can grant leave to appeal to the 
Privy Council in certain cases . 3 Under those clauses of the Letters 


Note 2 

. 1. See (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 216 (216) : 29 Nag L R 340 : 34 Gri L Jour 934, 
Zaprya Kondba v. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (685) : ILR (1939) 1 Cal 187 : 41-,Cri L Jour 59, G. B. 
Plucknett v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (135) : 39 Cri L Jour 452 : 65 I A 158 : 32 S. L. R. 476 : 
ILR (1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC), Babulal Ghowkhani v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 P C 179 (180) : 38 Cri L Jour 573 : 64 I A 134 : ILR (1937) Lali 
371 : 31 S. L. R. 300 (PC), Mangal Singh v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 169 (170) : 37 Cri L Jour 628 (PC), Attygalle v. The King. 
(Case from Ceylon.) 

('36) AIR 1936 P C 199 (200) : 37 Cri L Jour 833 : 17 Lab 488 (PC), InayatKhan 
v. Emperor . 

(’36) AIR 1936 PC 253 (253) : 38 Cri L Jour 415 (PC), Nazir Ahmed v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 214 (215) : 13 Rang 141 : 36 Cri L Jour 1232, II. W. Scott 
v. Emperor. - 

(’31) AIR 1931 P C 111 (111) : 58 I A 169 : 12 Lab 280 : 32 Cri L Jour 727 (PC), 
Bhagat Singh v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 P C 57 (58) : 11 Lab 192 : 31 Cri L Jour 378 : 57 I A 71 (PC), Atta 
Mohammad v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 PC 59 (60) : 48 Bom 515 : 26 Cri L Jour 391 (PC), Rustom v. 
Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 P C 130 (131) : 6 Lab 226 : 52 I A 191 : 26 Cri L Jour 1059 (PC), 
Begu v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 P C 162 (162) : 23 Cri L Jour 743 (PC), Muruga Goundan v. 
Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 P C 29 (30) : 2 Lab 34 : 48 I. A. 96 : 22 Cri L Jour 129 (PC), Kali 
Nath v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 P C 31 (38) : 43 Mad 146 : 46 I. A. 176 : 20 Cri L Jour 593 (P C), 
Annie Besant v. Advocate-General of Madras. 

(’19) AIR 1919 P C 108 (108) : 20 Cri L Jour 799 (PC), Bugga v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 P C 25 (26) : 44 Cal 876 : 44 I. A. 137 : 13 Nag L R 100 : 18 Cr.L.J. 
471 (PC), Dal Singh v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 P C 29 (30) : 42 Ind App 133 : 16 Cr. L. J.494 : 42 Cal 739 (PC), 
Bal Mukund v. Emperor. 

(’13) 15 Cri L Jour 144 (144) : 22 I C 496 : 41 Cal 568 : 40 I. A. 241 (PC), Clifford 
v. Emperor. 

(1864) 1 Sutb W R P C 13 (13): 9 M I A 168 : 1 Moo PC(NS) 272 : 1 Sar 860 : 1 
Sutber 481 (P C), In re J oy Kissen Mookerjee. 

(1846) 3 M. I. A. 468 (484, 485) : 5 Moo P C 276 : 1 Sar 305 (PC), Queen v. 
Edul 'Ey ram jee* 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 793 (793):37 Cr.L.J. 64 (SB), Ramanuja Iyengar v. Emperor. 
[See ( 30) AIR 1930 P C 201 (202) : 31 Cr. L. J. 701 (PC), Benjamins. Emperor. 
(Case from Ashanti, Eastern Provinces.)] 

3. See Letters Patent : All., Cl. 32; Bom., Mad. and Cal,, Cl. 41; Lab., Cl. 31; Nag; 
Cl. 31; Pat., Cl. 33 and Rang., Cl. 39. 

( : 39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (684):ILR (1939) 1 Cal 187:41 Cr.L.J. 59, O.B. Plucknett 
v. Emperor. (High Court will grant application for leave in very special and 
exceptional circumstances — Misdirection to jury is not itself sufficient.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 793 (793) : 37 Cri L Jour 64 (SB), Ramanuja Ayyangar v. 
Emperor. (Petition for leave to appeal to Privy Council — Important point of law 
reserved for decision of High Court — Petition is competent.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 214 (214) : 13 Rang 141 : 36 Cri L Jour 1232,71. W. Scott v. 
Emperor. (Accused convicted by High Court on unanimous verdict of jury — 
Application under Cl. 39, Letters Patent for leave to appeal lies — Tests in deter- 
mining whether case falls within Cl. 39 mentioned.) 
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Patent, the High Courts have to declare that a case is a fit one for 
appeal to the Privy Council. They have, therefore, to satisfy themselves 
whether the ease falls within the limits prescribed by the Privy Council 
for the entertainment of appeals in criminal matters . 4 The Privy 
Council may also grant special leave in special cases . 6 In any case, 
the Privy Council will not interfere with the course of criminal 
proceedings in British India unless it is shown that, by a disregard 
of the forms of legal process, or by some violation of the principles 
of natural justice, or otherwise, substantial and grave injustice has 
been done . 0 

(’S3) AIR 1933 Nag 216 (216):29 Nag L R 340:34 Cr.L.J. 934 .Zhaprya Kondba v. 
Emperor. (A non-cliartered High Court cannot grant leave. In such cases, special 
leave of Privy Council to be applied for. Note : Now the Nagpur High Court has 
got power under its Letters Patent, Cl. 31 to grant leave.) 

■(’73) 10 Bom H C R Cr 75 (92), Beg v. Pestonji Dinsha. (Consideration that guide 
the Court in granting leave to appeal stated.) 

<>35) AIR 1935 Pat 66 (67) : 14 Pat 318 : 36 Cri L Jour 815, Rahman v. Emperor. 
(Limitation on the powers of Patna High Court in granting leave in Appellate 
Criminal Jurisdiction stated.) 

(’84) Oudh Sel Cas 551 (559, 560), Beg v. Alii Paru. 

[See (1857) 7 M. I. A. 72 (92, 93) : 4 Suth WR PC 109 : 1 Suther 285 (PC), Nga 
Hoong v. Queen.) 

[But sec (’72) 18 Suth W R 407 (407), In re Gooroo Das Roy. (Leave to appeal 
cannot be granted by the High Court on its criminal appellate side under Cl. 39, 
Letters Patent, Calcutta.) 

(’72) 18 Suth W R 407n (407n), In rc Ameer Khan. (Do.)] 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 793 (793) : 37 Cri L Jour 64 (SB), Ramanuja Ayyangar v. 
Emperor. 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 F C 43 (45) : 40 Cr. L. J. 468 : 1 L R (1939) Kar (FC) 132 : 1939 
F. C. R. 159 : I L R (1940) Lah 400 (FC), Ilori Ram Singh v. Emperor. (Privy 
Council may not grant special leave to appeal unless it be shown that by a dis- 
regard of the forms of legal process or by some violation of the principles of 
natural justice or otherwise, substantial and grave injustice has been done.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (685) : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 187 : 41 Cri L Jour 59, G. B. 
Plucknett v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 160 (165) : 37 Cri L Jour 679 (PC), D. R. Ranouf v. Attorney. 
General for J ersey. (There is no Order in Council, Charter or other instrument 
of authority from which it can be inferred that the King's prerogative to allow 
an appeal, if so advised, has been taken away in criminal matters.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 169 (170):37 Cri L Jour 628 (P G), Atlygalle v. Emperor. (Mere 
fact that there has been some mistake of law does not afford sufficient ground in 
itself for granting special leave to appeal.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 253 (253) : 38 Cri L Jour 415 (PC), Nazir Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Difference between High Courts with reference to a section of this Code — Diffe- 
rence, of vital importance to accused — Special leave granted.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 P C 180 (180) : 49 Bom 455 : 26 Cri L Jour 1419 (P C), Hanmant 
Rao v. Emperor. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R P C 13 (13) : 1 Moo P C (NS) 272 : 1 Sar 860 : 1 Suther 481 : 
9 M. I. A. 168 (PC), In re Joy Kissen Mookerjce. 

(’33) AIR 1933 P C 124 (125) : 34 Cri L Jour 322 : 32 Sind L R 716 (P C), Dioar- 
Icanath Varma v. Emperor. (If the High Court refuses, special leave may be 
obtained from Privy Council.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 P C 351 (351) : -49 Cal 845 : 49 I. A. 319 : 18 Nag L R 176 (P C), 
Sankar Ganesh v. Secretary of State. (The Board is not bound to give reasons, 
if it refuses leave to appeal.) 

(’07) 14 Bur L R 148 (PC), Lolcv, Nona v. The Ring. (Case from Supreme Court 
of Ceylon.) 

[See (’30) AIR 1930 P C 291 (296) (PC), Chung Chuck v. Rex. (It is difficult to 
induce the Board to advise the granting of special leave to appeal in a criminal 
case— Case from British Columbia.)] 

6. (’17) AIR 1917 P C 25 (26) : 39 I O 311 (316) : 44 Cal 876 : 44 Ind App 137 : 13 
Nag L R 100 : 18 Cr. L. J. 471 (P C), Dal Singh v. Emperor. 
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Section 405 — 

Note 2 (’39) AIB 1939 Gal 682 (684, 685):I L R (1939) 1 Cal 187 : 41 Cri L Jour 59,0.23. 

Pluchnctt v. Emperor. 

(’3S) AIR 1938 P C 130 (130, 135) : 39 Cri L Jour 452 : 65 Ind App 158 : 32 
Sind L R 476 : I L R (1938) 2 Cal 295 (P C), Babulal Ghowlchani v. Emperor . 
(Merely because special leave is granted it cannot be said that the ordinary rules 
limiting the exercise of jurisdiction by the Privy Council in criminal matters 
cease to apply.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 P C 108 (113) : 3S Cri L Jour 503 (PC), Alexander Kennedy v. The 
King. (The proposition that in every case in which there was material for a 
successful challenge to the empanelling of a juror and it was not made for excus- 
able reasons, an adverse verdict should be set aside, is ill-founded and is contrary 
to the well settled principles laid down by the Privy Council with regard to its 
intervention in criminal matters.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 P C 119 (121) : 38 Cri L Jour 498 : 64 I. A. 148 : ILR (1937) Bom 
711 (PC), Falcira v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 P C 179 (180) : 38 Cri L Jour 573 : 64 LA. 134 : ILR (1937) Lah 
371 : 31 Sind L R 300 (PC), Mangal Singh v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 160 (168) : 37 Cri L Jour 679 (PC),D. R. Ranouf v. Atlorncy- 
General for Jersey. (The Board has always treated applications for leave to appeal 
and the hearing of criminal appeals so admitted as being on the same footing — 
No interference on ground of misdirection or irregularity.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 199 (200) : 37 Cri L Jour 833 : 17 Lah 488 (PC), Inayat Khan 
v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 P G 242 (246) : 37 Cri L Jour 914, Mahadco v. The Khing. (Privy 
Council will interfere where fundamental rules of practice necessary for safe 
administration of justice and protection of prisoners have been neglected.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 289 (301): 37 Cri L Jour 963 (PC), Stephen Scncviratncv.Thc 
King. (Trial by jury — Irregular procedure — Judge and jury along with accused 
and counsel visiting scene of occurrence — Judge alone questioning some witnesses 
present there — Experiments performed by doctor not called ns witness and not 
sworn — Jury divided and not sitting together at time of experiments — Proceed- 
ings held to be irregular so as to call for interference.) 

(’36) 44 Mad L W 694 (695) : 1936 M W N 1248 (PC), Sodcman v. Rex. (Whether 
language used in summing up case to jury was enough clearly to bring matter 
home to jury is not a question of legal importance and is no ground for inter- 
ference.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 214 (214, 218) : 13 Rang 141 : 36 Cri L Jour 1232, H. W. Scott 
v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 P C 44 (49) : 5 Rang 53 : 54 I. A. 96 : 28 Cr.L.J. 259 (PC), Abdul 
Rahman v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 P C 234 (234, 235) : 59 I. A. 233 : 13 Lah 479 : 34 Cri L Jour 18 
(PC), Mohindar Singh v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 P C 112 (114): 53 All 183 : 5S Ind App 152 (P C), A Pleader v. 
Judges of the High Court of Judicature, Allahabad. (No miscarriage of justice 
— Leave refused.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 P C 111 (111) : 12 Lah 280 : 5S I. A. 169 : 32 Cr. L. J. 727 (P C), 
Bhagat Singh v. Emperor. (Leave not granted when there is no case on merits.) 
(’21) AIR 1921 P C 24 (25) : 22 Cr. L. J. 174 : 44 Mad 297 : 48 Ind App 35 (P C), 
Chinnayya Dhora v. Emperor. (High Court in revision enhancing the sentence 
to transportation for fourteen years — Sentence unauthorized by law — Substantial 
injustice). 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 100 (100) : 9 Ind Cas 581 (P C), Birch v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 577 (579) : 21 1 C 369 : 36 Mad 501 : 40 Ind App 193 (P C), 
Vaithinatha Pillai v. Emperor. (Reception of inadmissible evidence and its use 
causing great prejxxdico to accused and absence of reliable evidence — Substantial 
injustice done.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 545 (549) : 26 Cr. L. J. 52, Barcndra Kumar v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 P C 305 (306) : 27 Cr. L. J. 228 (P C), Shaft Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Privy Council will not interfere on the ground of misdirection to jury.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 P C 116 (125, 126) : 1914 A. C. 644 : 41 Cal 1023 : 8 Low Bur Rul 
16 : 41 Ind App 149 : 15 Cr. L. J. 309 (P C), Channing Arnold v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’13) 15 Cr. L. J. 144 (144) : 22 I C 496 : 41 Cal 568 : 40 Ind App 241 : 83LJPC 
152 (P C), Clifford v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 P C 52 (53) : 6 Lah 45 : 52 Ind App 121 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1020 (P C), 
Umra v. Emperor. (Wrong interpretation of sections of Aots does not justify 
intei-ference by Privy Council.) 
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a case, if the accused applies to the Sessions Court for issue of summons 
to any witness, he is not entitled to the issue of such summons. But 
the Sessions Court has a discretion to issue summons in such a case 
ancl where the Sessions Court considers that the evidence of .a witness 
would be material, it is the duty of the Sessions Court to issue summons 
to such witness. 2 

Where an accused person gives no list of witnesses to the 
committing Magistrate and applies, at a late stage of the trial in the 
Sessions Court, for an adjournment thereof in order to procure the 
attendance of witnesses for his defence, it would he perfectly legal for 
the Court to refuse the application. 3 See also S. 291 and the Notes thereto. 

7. Further list. — It has been scon that for an accused to have 
his witnesses summoned as of right, he must give in a list under this 
section. Where he does not give in his list immediately after the 
charge is framed, the Magistrate has a discretion to accept a list 
subsequently. 1 When a further list has been allowed to be filed by the 
Magistrate under sub-s.(2), it is governed by the same principles, as a 
list under sub-s.(l). 2 

An accused committed for trial before a high Court is entitled 
under sub-s.(2) to give to the Clerk of the Crown, at any time before 
his trial, a further list of witnesses for his defence. 


2 ] 2 .* The Magistrate may, in his discretion, 
Power of Magistrate to summon and examine any wit- 
examine such witnesses. ness named in any list given in 

to him under section 211. 

*1882 : S. 212; 1872 : S. 200, para. 2; 1861 : S. 207. 

requires the Court to issue process for compelling attendance, he is confined to 
those witnesses whose names he has previously included in his list of witnesses.) 
(’97) 19 All 502 (503) : 1897 A W N 134, Quccn-Emprcss v. Shakir Ali. 

See also S. 216 Note 2, S. 291 Note 3 and S. 540 Note 7. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Tat 355 (358, 359) : 19 Pat 413, Mttsaliru v. Emperor. (It is 
not a wise exercise of the discretion for the Sessions Judge to reject the applica- 
tion on the ground that it is not bona fide or to oiler to issue summons at tbo 
risk of the accused and on his depositing the expenses of the witnesses, though 
the rejection of the application is not in violation of the law.) 

(’97) 19 All 502(504):1897 AWN 134, Empress \. Shakir Ali. (14 All 242, explained.) 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Lah 557 (557, 558) : 27 Cr. L. J. 134 , Nazir Singh v. Emperor. 
(’24) 25 Cri L Jour 97 (97, 98) : 76 I. C. 97 (Pesb), Abdul Wahab v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355 (358):1940 PWN 83(8S):19 Pat 413, Mvsahruv. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 533(535):17 Lah 176:37 Cr.L. J.742(FB), il It. Niamat v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435) : 53 All 692 : 32 Cr. L. J. 849, Earn Ghulam v. Emperor. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 188 (189) : 31 Cri L Jour 695, Kali Bilashv. Emperor. 

[See however (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355 (358) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. (In 

this case it is observer! that the discretion to accept a supplementary list of 
witnesses under sub-section (2) is to be exercised subject to the provisos to S. 216 
— It is submitted that this is not correct — S. 216 does not refer to the accep- 
tance of a supplementary list of witnesses under sub-s. (2) of S. 211 but to the 
question of issuing processes to the witnesses named by the accused and does 
not make any distinction between witnesses named in the list submitted under 
sub-s. (1) and those named in the supplementary list submitted under sub-s. (2) 
of this section.)] 

See also S. 291 Note 3. 


Section 211 
Notes 6-7 


Section 212 
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2a. Appeal to Federal Court. — The word "judgment” in s.205 
of the Government of India Act, 1985, is comprehensive enough to 
include a judgment in a criminal case . 1 Hence, the Federal Court has 
jurisdiction in criminal as well as in civil cases . 2 An appeal w T ill, 
therefore, lie to the Federal Court from the decision of a High Court 
in a criminal case. 

3. Limitation. — See Note 9 to Section 419. 

5. “ By any other law.” — As is seen in Note l above, a right of 
appeal must be conferred expressly by a statute. If the right is created 
by a rule of the Government, such a rule must not be ultra vires of 
the statute conferring the rule-making power . 1 An order may be that 
of a criminal Court ; yet there will be no appeal unless one is provided 
for by the statute . 2 There is no right of appeal when a special or 


(’02) 25 Mad G1 (98) : 28 Ind App 257 : 11 M L J 233 : 2 Weir 271 : 8 Sar 1G0 ; 3 
Bom L R 540 : 5 C W N 8G6 (P C), Sttbramania Iyer v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’14) AIR 1914 P C 155 (1G2, 1G3) : 15 Cri L Jour 32G (P C), Ibrahim v. 
Emperor. (Practice of the Privy Council stated— Case from Hong-Kong.) 

('13) 15 Cri L Jour 305 (309) : 1914 A C 221 : 23 Ind Cas 057 (P C), Louis- 
Edward Lanier v. The King. (Crown was directed to pay costs of successful 
appellant — Case from Seychelles.) 

(1887) 12 App Cas 459 (467) : 16 Cox C C 241 : 5G L T 615 : 36 W R 81, In re- 
Dillct. (Case from British Honduras.) 

(’04) 8 Cal W N xliii, Painda Khan v. Emperor. 

(*9S) 22 Bom 528 (532) : 25 Ind App 1 : 7 Sar 270 (P C), Bal Gangadhar Tilak 
v. Queen-Empress.'] 

See also S. 297 Note 13 and Letters Patent Calcutta, Cl. 41 Note 3. 

Note 2a 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 F C 43 (54) : 40 Cr.L.J. 408 : I L R (1939) Ear (F C) 132 : 1939' 
F C R 159 : I L R (1940) Lah 400 (F C), Hori Earn Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 F C 43 (44, 45) : 40 Cr. L. J. 468 : I L R (1939) Kar (FC) 132 
1939 F C R 159 : I L R (1940) Lah 400 (F C), Hori Earn Singh v. Emperor. 
(Sulaiman J. dubious.) 

Note 4 

1. (’91) 15 Bom 505 (509, 511), Queen-Empress v. Sanja. (Bombay Government 
R. 44 framed under S. 3 of Act XI of 1846 — Creating right of appeal to Higlx 
Court from Political Agent — Held rule ultra vires of Act and no appeal lay — But 
see AIR 1916 Bom 313 where it is held that the said rule created a right of' 
appeal — In this case 15 Bom 505 was not referred to.) 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 79 (80) : 15 Cr. L. J. 372 (373) : 7 Sind L R 80, Thairio 
v. Emperor. (Order under the first part of S. 2 (1), Workman’s Breach of Con- 
tract Act, to re-pay sum of money received as advance and on failure to comply 
with that order sentencing under the second part of S. 2 (1) of the Act to a term 
of imprisonment — No appeal.) 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 11 (11), Queen v. Boydanath Moohcrjce. (No appeal to the- 
High Court under Act, 37 of 1855 from a conviction by the Deputy Commissioner 
of the Sonthal Parganas.) 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 11 (12), In re Mukla Bibee. (Conviction under Contagious 
Diseases Act 14 of 1868, S. 11 — There is no appeal from such conviction.) 

(’72) 1872 Pun Re No. 16 Cr, p. 21 (21), Hayat Alakhan v. Jahana. (A Commis- 
sioner’s order refusing to impose a fine under S. 42, Act IV of 1872, not appealable.) 
(’95) 1 Weir 835 (835), In re Eamanna. (No appeal lies against an order of con- 
fiscation passed under S. 11, Opium Act, 1 of 1878.) 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 71 (72), Queen v. lludhoo Dutt. (Order of Magistrate fining, 
defaulter under S. 25, Income-tax Act, 9 of 1869 — No appeal to Sessions Court.) 


Section 505 
Notes 2a-5- 
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13eotion404 
Notes 4-8 


local Act lays down that sentences passed thereunder in criminal 
cases are final? 

AVhere a special or local law provides a special procedure in 
regard to appeals, such procedure will prevail over that of the Code. 1 
Otherwise the Code will he applicable. 5 See section 5. 

5. Appeal and revision. — See Section 439. 

6. Withdrawal of appeals. — See Section 423. 

7. Death of appellant — Abatement of appeal. — See Section 431. 

8. Transfer of territory and appeal, forum. — See Section 1. 


[See (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 390 (391) : 6 I. C. 040 : 1910 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, Bishau 
Das v. Emperor. (Order of District Magistrate in trials by him as Superinten- 
dent of Hill Stales under orders of Local Government outside British India — 
No appeal to Chief Court.)] 

[But see (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 12 (13) : 2 Rang 321 : 26 Cr. L. J. 289, Mg Po Lon 
v. Emperor. (Conviction under S. 6, Upper Burma Ruby Regulations — No 
appeal provided in the Regulation — Held that right of appeal and revision under 
Criminal Procedure Code not thereby taken away.)) 

3. (’80) 12 Cal 530 (538), Dular Dat Bai v. Nijabal Tloscin. (S. 4, Cl. (1) of Act 
XXXVII of 1855, Sonthal Parganas — High Court cannot exercise power of 
revision.) 

(’S4) 1884 Pun Re No. 40 Cr, p. 77 (84), Charde v. Empress. (S. 28, Cantonments 
Act, III of 1880, bars an appeal in any case tried under that section.) 

[See (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 420 (427) : 6 I. C. 959 : 1910 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, King- 
Emperor v. Ml. Alain Kliatun. (Sentence and order of Magistrate under S. 59, 
Frontier Crimes Regulation 3 of 1901 open to appeal under Criminal Proce- 
dure Code in the ordinary course — S. GO of the Regulation prohibits appeals in 
certain cases.)] 

[See however (’93) 1893 Rat 072 (073), Queen-Empress v. Louis Francis. (Under 
S. 35, Public Conveyances Act, no conviction under the Act shall be open to 
appeal— Held that if a person not punishable under the Act is ininished, High 
Court can interfere in revision.)] 

4. Special procedure prevails over Criminal Procedure Code — See S. 1(2). 
(’2S) AIR 1928 Pat 370 (372) : 7 Pat 421 : 29 Cri L Jour 420, Krishna Prasad v. 

Emperor. (Orders under S. 03, of the Chota Nagpur Tenancy Act are appealable 
to the officers mentioned in S. 215 of the Act and not under the Criminal Proce- 
dure Code.) 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 1 (3, 4) : 57 Bom 93 : 34 Cri L Jour 199 (SB), Balhrishna 
Hari v. Emperor. (Emergency Powers Ordinance, 1932.) 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 40 Cr, p. 77 (S4), Charde v. Empress, (Cantonment Act.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal SG7 (SOS) : 59 Cal 1248 : 34 Cri L Jour 107, Sukumar Majum- 
dar v. Emperor. (Bengal Emergency Powers Ordinance (11 of 1931), S. 33 — 
Sentence of four years — Appeal not to High Court but to a special tribunal or to 
Sessions Court where there is no such tribunal.) 

5. (’16) AIR 1916 Lab 207 (208) : 1910 Pun Re No. 10 Cr : 17 Cri L Jour 225, 
Slier Singh v. Emperor. (Foreigners Ordinance (3 of 1914) — Offence under — Con- 
viction by District Magistrate — Appeal lies to Sessions Court under S. 408, Cr.P. C.) 

(’69) 6 Bom H C R Cr 45 (40), I?cy v. Malhari Lauji. (Appeal lies to Sessions 
Court from decision of Zillali Magistrate under S. 16 of the Bombay Ferries Act.) 

(’72) 9 Bom H C R Cr 106 (106), Beg. v. Sadu Dadabliai. (Case under S. 7 of 
Regulations XXI of 1827.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 22 (23), In re Thahoor Das. (Conviction for an offence under 
Police Act, V of ,1861 — Appeal lies under S. 40S, Cr. P. C.) 
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405 .* Any person whose application under 
Appeal from order section 89 for the delivery of property 

f o r^re s t o r a ti on "of at- or the proceeds of the sale thereof 
.tached property. has been rejected by any Court may 
.appeal to the Court to which appeals ordinarily lie 
from the sentences of the former Court. 

1. “Ordinarily lie.” — The Court to which appeals ordinarily 
lie is the Court to which appeals are normally and in the majority of 
cases provided for hy the statute. 1 A subordinate Court getting only 
delegated jurisdiction, as -for example, under S. 407, sub-s. (2) of the 
•Code, to hear appeals is not such a Court. 2 


Appeal from order 406.1 Any person who has 

keepingfhe eC peac y e f or keen ordered under section 118 to 
for good behaviour. giye security for keeping the peace 
•or for good behaviour may appeal against such order — 
( a) if made by a Presidency Magistrate, to the 
High Court ; 

(l) if made by any other Magistrate, to the 
Court of Session : 

Provided that the Provincial Government a may, 
hy notification in the Official Gazette , b direct that in 
.•any district specified in the notification appeals from 
.such orders made by a Magistrate other than the 

* 1882 : S. 405; 1872 and 1861— Nil. 
f Code of 1898, original S. 406. 

, . , , 406. Any person ordered by a Magistrate other than 

Appeal from oi er District Magistrate or a Presidency Magistrate, to give 
■requiring security for seourity fol . g00 ° d behaviour under S. 113 may appeal to 
.good behaviour. the District Magistrate. 

1882 :S. 406; 1872 : S. 267; 1861 : S. 409. 


Section 405 — Note 1 

1. (’87) 11 Bom 438 (440), In re Anant Ramchandra LotWkar. 

(’95) 22 Cal 487 (489, 490), Maduray Pillai v. H. T. Elderlon. 

-(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 57 (59) : 1919 Pun Re No. 32 Cr: 21 Cri L Jour 210, Emperor 
v. Multan Singh. ( e . g. order by District Magistrate rejecting restoration of pro- 
perty attached under S. 89 — Appeal lies to the Sessions Court.) 

[See (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1105 (1106) : 16 Cri L Jour 439, Ramayya v. Surayya. 
(By Government Notification Appeals directed to Subordinate Judges — Held, 
that such Court is a Court to which appeals ordinarily lie.)] 

’2. (’03) 26 Mad 656 (658, 659) : 2 Weir 202 (F B), Eroma Variar v. Emperor, 
(Benson, J., dissenting.) 

-(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 422 (424); 27 Mad 124 (126): 2 Weir 461, In re Subhamma. 
-(’02) 30 Cal 394 (395, 396): 7 C W N 114. Sadhu Lall v. Ram Churn Past. 

[See (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 191 (192): 39 Cal 774 (777, 77S, 780): 13 I C 1007, Ram- 
charan Chandra v. Taribulla Sheikh .] . 

.[See however (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1105 (1106) : 16 Cri L Jour 439, Ramayya v. 
Surayya. (If by Government Notification appeals are presentable to the subor- 
• dinate Court directly such Court is one to which appeals ordinarily lie,)] 


Section 505 


Section 306 


nri- ton 
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Section 306 
Note 1 


District Magistrate or a Presidency Magistrate shall! 
lie to the District Magistrate and not to the Court - 
of Session : 

Provided, further, that nothing in this section 
shall apply to persons the proceedings against whom 
are laid before a Sessions Judge in accordance with 
the provisions of sub-section (2) or sub-section (3A)< 
of section 123. 


a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.’’ 

b. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Official Gazette.’’ 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 3. Hearing of security appeals. 

2. Scope of the section. 4. Second proviso. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Appeals from Additional District Magis- 
trate. See Note 2. 

Appeal from order of security com- 
pared with oilier appeals. See Note 3. 

Applicability to order for security under 
special or local law. See Note 2. 


Order of Sessions Judge on reference- 
under section 123 — Non-appealable. 
See Note 4. 

Orders under S. 10G not appealable. See- 
Note 2. 

Re-trials in appeals under the section — 
S. 423 — Applicability of. See Note 3. 


1. Legislative changes. — The Code of Criminal Procedure 
(Amendment) Act, NVIII of 1923, by which this section was substituted 
for the old s. -JOG has introduced the following changes in the law : 

(1) Under the old section there was no right of appeal in cases of 
orders under S. 118 read with S. 107, i. e. orders for security for- 
keeping the peace. 1 The present section has conferred this right. 

(2) Even in respect of orders in good behaviour cases, there was no 
right of appeal from the orders of the District Magistrate or the 
Presidency Magistrate. 2 Under the present section appeals are 
provided from such orders to the Court of Session and the High 
Court. 


Section 406 — Note 1 

1. (’IS) AIR 191S Fat 183 (184): 19 Cri L Jour 24G, KhctrabasiSahuw Emperor.. 
(’16) xUR 1916 All 338 (338): 17 Cri L Jour 1G5, Ear Dutt v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 428 (428): 39 All 4G6: 18 Cr. L. J. 030, Sita Bam v. Siia Bam.- 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 329 (330): 1905 A W N 135: 2 A L J 71G, In rc Chet Bam. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour G3 (G3): 35 All 103: 18 I C 351, Banarsi Das v. Pariah Singh. 
(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 375 (377,378): 3 Ind Cas 774 (Bom), Sulcman Adamv. Einpcror.- 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 550 (551) : 32 Cal 948 : 9 C W N 860, Barpachandra Dcy v. 
Janmcjoy Dutt. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Nag 113 (113): 11 Nag L R 98: 16 Cr. L. J. 555, Emperor v. Dalli. - 
(Reason for old law stated.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 13S (138): 21 Cri L Jour 591, Khushal v. Emperor. (In tha- 
case of an order to keep the peace the District Magistrate’s powers were limited 
to the cancellation of the bonds under S. 125.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 60 (Gl):19 Nag L R 160:25 Cr. L. J. 67, Shamrao v. Emperor. - 
(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 41 (44) : 1902 Pun L R No. 104 (FB), Ehuda- 
Balcsli v. Emperor. 

(’66) 3 Bom H C R Cr 1 (2, 3), Beg. v. Bhashar E. Kliarhar. 

[See (’83) 9 Cal 878 (879), Chand Khan v. Empress.') 

2. (’83) 9 Cal 878 (879), Chand Khan v. Empress. 

(’74) 22 SuthWRCr 68(68), Queen v. Nujuah. (No appeal lies to High Court,).- 
(’98) 1898 All W N 127 (128), Empress v. Phullu. 
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(3) Whereas under the old section appeals lay only to the District 
Magistrate, the present section provides appeals to Courts o£ 
Session and the High Court except where there is a Government 
Notification under the first proviso to the section. See Note 2 below. 

(4) The law has been made clear as to appeals in cases where pro- 
ceedings are laid before a Sessions Judge under S. 123 of the Code. 
See Note 4 below. 

2. Scope of the section. — The present section, while extending 
the right of appeal to orders for security for keeping the peace, 
confines the right only to such orders as fall under s. US. In other 
words, an order under S. 106 as it is not covered by the terms of S. 118 
read with S. 112 still remains non-appealable. 1 See S. 106, Note 23. 

The jurisdiction to hear appeals in security cases which was vested 
only in the District Magistrate is now vested in the Sessions Judge 
and the High Court ordinarily. But power has been given to the 
Provincial Government by the first proviso to the section to direct that 
in any particular district notified in the official Gazette, appeals from 
subordinate Magistrates shall lie to the District Magistrate. 2 Before the 
amendment of the section, appeals from the orders of an Additional 
District Magistrate also lay to the District Magistrate as the former 
was held not to be a District Magistrate under S. 406. 3 The same would 
appear to be the law under the present section in cases covered by the 
first proviso thereof. 4 

When a special or local Act empowers a Magistrate to proceed 
under the security sections of chapter VIII of the Code in respect of 
persons specified in the Act, an order by the Magistrate for furnishing 
security is one under S. 118 of the Code, and s. 406 applies to such an 
order. 6 


Note 2 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 363 (3G3):13 Rang 287:36 Cr. L. J. 1510, Emperor v. Nga 
Tun Lu. (Order under S. 106 should not be passed with non-appealable sentence.) 

(’89) 2 "Weir 460 (460), Roiollia Goundan v. Miithuswami Goundan. (Order 
to furnish security under S. 106 being no part of a sentence is not appealable.) 

2. See (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 463 (463) : 13 Lah 254: 32 Cr. L. J. 849, Emperor 
v. Jahangir Ghand. 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 347 (348) : 48 Cal 874 : 23 Cri L Jour 229, Mahendra 

Bhumji v. Emperor. 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 463 (463) : 13 Lah 254 : 32 Cri L Jour 849, Emperor v. 
Jahangir Ghand. 

5. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 317 (319) : 3 Low Bur Rul 21 : 11 Bur L R 120, Nga Tet 
Pya v. Emperor. (S. 17, Burmali Gambling Act, empowers a competent Magis- 
trate, who receives information that any person in his jurisdiction earns his 
livelihood wholly or in part, by unlawful gaming to deal with that person, as 
nearly as may be as if the information were of the description mentioned in 
S. 110 and the Magistrate is authorised to make an order in respect of him under 
S. 118; therefore, there is an appeal against the order.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Upp Bur 27 (27) : 3 Upp Bur Rul 117 : 20 Cri L Jour 321. Law 
Kaw v. Emperor. (A Magistrate under S. 3 of the Burmah Opium Law Amend- 
ment Act, may proceed in accordance with the sections of the Code and, demand 
security under S. 118. Against such an order an appeal lies under S. 406 of 
the Code.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 227 (227), Queen-Empress v. Nga Eyauk Mato. (With 
reference to S. 17, Gambling Act.) 


Section 506 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 506 
Notes 2-5 


The Code does not confer a right of appeal from an order of 
imprisonment in default of furnishing security passed under S. 123.° 

3. Hearing of security appeals. — An appeal from an order 
requiring a person to furnish security to be of good behaviour or to 
keep the peace is distinguishable from an appeal against a conviction 
in respect of an offence specifically charged, where the only matter for 
consideration may bo the credibility or otherwise of certain direct and 
positive evidence. 1 In appeals of the former class, it is not unreasonable 
to insist that the appeal should not be disposed of in a summary 
manner but by a judgment showing on the face of it that the Judge 
has applied his mind to a consideration of the evidence on the record 
and of the pleas raised by the appellant. 30 

As to whether an appellate Court hearing appeals under S. 406 has 
the power to order retrial, see S. 423, Note 34. An appellate Court can 
modify or alter the bond in appeal under clause (c) to S. 423. 2 It has, 
however, been held by the Oudh Chief Court that the appellate Court 
cannot enhance the amount of security demanded by the trial Court. 3 
But it has been held by the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind 
that an appellate Court has power to extend the period during which 
security is required to he furnished and thereby extend the period of 
imprisonment to be suffered in default although power should be 
exercised only in exceptional circumstances. 4 

5. Second proviso. — Under sub-s. (2) to s. 123 of the Code, 
where a person has been ordered to give security for a period exceeding 
one year and does not give such security, the Magistrate (other than a 
Presidency Magistrate) is bound to lay the proceedings before the 

6. ('35) AIR 1935 Rang 3G3 (3G3) : 13 Rang 2S7 : 36 Cri L Jour 1510, Emperor 
Nga Tun Lu. 

Note 3 

1. (’16) AIR 191G All 197 (197): 38 All 393:17 Cr.L.J. 309, Lai Bcharix. Emperor, 
la. (’16) AIR 191G All 197 (197): 38 All 393: 17 Cr.L.J. 309, Lai Bcharix. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 9 (9) : 13 Incl Cns 102 (All), Bahu Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 191G All ISO (1S1) : 17 Cri L Jour 167, Saruan x. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All G14(G14, G15): 27 Cr.L.J. 370, Ram Charan v. Emperor. (The 
preparedness of accused to furnish security does not relieve the Court of this duty.) 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 528 (529) : 2 Ind Cas 225 (All), Shiam Lai v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 419(420) : 40 Cal 37G : 20 I C 403, Fidoi Hosscin x. Emperor. 
(Appellate Court should consider the defence evidence of the accused, although 
the defence counsel did not mnke any reference to it.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 32S (330, 331) : 31 Cri L Jour 20, Kashiram x. Asaram. 

[See (’21) 23 Cri L Jour 378 (378) : G7 Ind Cas 202 (All), Sunchri x. Emperor. 
(Making only some general observations on the volume of evidence — Appeal dis- 
posed of — Judgment is perfunctory and not in accordance with law.)] 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 303 (305) : 39 Or. L. J. 747 : I L R (193S) Nag 595, Hafiz 
Ahcsanali x. Emperor. (Appellate Court thinking that facts set out in body of 
order under S. 112 bring matter within cl. (a) instead of cl. (b) of S. 109 — It has 
jurisdiction to make this alteration.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Nag 180 (180) : 23 Cri L Jour 394, Baines x. Emperor. 

[See (’20) AIR 1920 Nag 67 (67) : 21 Cr.L.J. 352, Azizul Jahar Ehanx. Emperor, ] 
See also S. 125 Note 9. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 44(45) : 22 Cr.L.J. 766 : 24 O C 286, Ramcshwar Baksh 
Singh x. Emperor. (Decision proceeds on the ground that tenor of S. 423 is 
against increasing the severity of the penalty imposed by the trial Court.) 

, 4. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 125 (125) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1003 ; 29 S L R 353, Emperor x. 
Eadu. (AIR 1924 Sind 120, Relied on.) 
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Sessions Judge for orders. Notwithstanding such reference to the 
Sessions Judge an appeal from the order of the Magistrate as such lay 
as a matter of right to the District Magistrate under the terms of S. 406 
as it stood before the amendment of 1923. Two different Courts were 
thus likely to be in seisin of the same matter at the same time and 
this state of the law gave rise to conflict of procedure. Under the 
circumstances the High Courts tried to lay down complex rules of 
procedure to mitigate the anomalies. It was held that the Sessions 
Judge should proceed to decide the case under reference before him 
only on satisfying himself that no appeal had been preferred and in 
case an appeal had been filed should stay his hand till the disposal of 
the appeal and that the right of appeal under S. 406 was lost as 
soon as the Sessions Judge passed orders under s. 123. 1 It was 
sometimes held that an appeal under S. 406 was meant only for cases 
in which there was no necessity to lay the proceedings before the 
Sessions Judge. 2 The present section, by enacting the second proviso, 
has removed the right of appeal in such cases and simplified the law. 3 
The right of appeal is, however, revived, if pending disposal of the 
reference, security is offered and accepted, inasmuch as the acceptance 
of the security has the effect of automatically terminating the reference. 4 
But it may be noted that the said proviso affects only cases of reference 
by the Magistrate to the Sessions Judge and has no application to cases 
laid before the High Court by a Presidency Magistrate under s. 123. 

An order passed by a Sessions Judge on reference under S. 123 is 
not an order of the Magistrate and therefore continues to be non- 
appealable under section 406. 5 

See also the undermentioned case. 0 


Note 4 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Sind 120 (120) .- 26 Cri L Jour 179 : 17 S L R 160, Allahadad 
v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 257 (258) : 35 Bom 271: 10 I. C. 802, Emperor v. Amir Bala. 
(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 15 Or, p. 35 (36) : 1900 PunL R No. 59 Or, Crown v.Ida. 
(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 381 (382), Queen-Empress v. Shwc Oyaw Aung. 
(’96) 1896 Pun Re No. 23 Cr, p. 55 (56), Eanhaya v. Empress. 

(’93) 1893 All W N 183 (184), Empress v. Chottia. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 725 (726) : 8 1. C. 879: 13 Oudh Cas 354, Paitu v. Emperor. 
(’99) 2 Oudh Cas 307 (310), Subba v. Croton. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Lnh 475 (476) : 23 Cri L Jour 454, Qamar Din v. Emperor. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 55 (55) : 36 Cr. L. J. 936, Fazal Mahmud v. Emperor. 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 64 (65) : 29 Cri L Jour 236, Emperor v. Mahomed Alcbar. 

5. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 257 (258) : 35 Bom 271 : 10 I. C. 802, Emperor v. Amir 
Bala. (Decided under the old section.) 

(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 34 (35) : 1900 P L R p. 59 Cr, Croton v. Ida. 
(Do.) 

(’83) 9 Cal 878 (879), Chand Khan v. Empress. (Under the Code of 1882.) 

(’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 23 Cr, p, 55 (55), Kanhaya v. Empress. (Do.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 381 (382), Queen-Empress y. ShwcOyaw Aung. 
(Do.) . . 

(’91) 1891 All W N 219 (219), In re Haridas. (Do.) 

(’93) 1893 All IV N 183 (184), Empress v. Chottia. (Do.) 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 12 (12), Queen v. Roghoo. (Under Code of 1872.) 

See also S. 123 Note 20 and S. 410 Note 1. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 274 (276) : 9 Pat 131 : 31 Cri L Jour 958 fiharan Mahto v. 
Emperor. (Where the bond required is for one year the order requires no confir- 
mation but is, subject to appeal under S. 406, final.) 


Section $06 
Note 4 
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Section 4065. 


Section 407 


406A. Any person aggrieved by an order 
Appeal from order refusing to accept or reiecting a 

refusing to accept or / 1nn " ° . 

rejecting a surety. surety under section 122 may appeal 
against sucb order, — 

(a) if made by a Presidency Magistrate, to the 
High Court ; 

(1) ) if made by the District Magistrate, to the Court 
of Session ; or 

(c) if made by a Magistrate other than the District 
Magistrate, to the District Magistrate. 

This section was newly inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure 
(Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

4. Scope. — An appeal lies to the Sessions Judge from an order 
of a District Magistrate rejecting sureties . 1 


407.* (1) Any person convicted on a trial held 
Appeal from sentence of fry an y Magistrate of the second 

third class. or third class, or any person 

sentenced under section 349 or in respect of whom an 
order has been made or a sentence has been passed 
under section 380 a by a Sub-divisional Magistrate of 
the second class, may appeal to the District Magistrate. 

(2) The District Magistrate may direct that any 
Transfer of appeals to appeal under this section, or any 
first class Magistrate. class of such appeals, shall be heard 

by any Magistrate of the first class subordinate to 
him and empowered by the Provincial Government b to 
hear such appeals, and thereupon such appeal or class 
of appeals may be presented to such subordinate 
Magistrate, or, if already presented to the District 
Magistrate, may be transferred to such subordinate 
Magistrate. The District Magistrate may withdraw 
from such Magistrate any appeal or class of appeals 
so presented or transferred. 

a. The words “or in respect .... S. 380” were inserted by the Code of 

Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XYHI of 1923. 

b. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

* 1882 : S. 407; 1872 ; Ss. 266, 47; 1861 : S. 412. 


Section 406A — Note 1 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 482 (487) : 61 Cal 58S : 35 Cr. L. J. 952, Parbati Gharan 
v. Emperor. 
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Synopsis 

1. “Convicted on a trial.” 

2. Trial held by a second class Magistrate. 

3. Appeals from the Bench of Magistrates of the second class. 

4. Transfer of appeals by the District Magistrate — Sub-section (2). 


Other Topics (Miscellaneous) 


Absence of a sentence no bar. SeeNotel. 
-Appeal against sentence alone. See 
Note 1. 

-Appeals not transferable by District 
Magistrate. See Note 4. 

-Offence under Cattle Trespass Act, 1871. 
See Note 1. 

'Transfer of appeal — First class Magis- 


trate not thereby ordinary Court ot 
appeal — District Magistrate continues 
as such. See Note 4. 

Trial partly as first class and partly as 
second class. See Note 2. 

What are not convictions on a trial. See 
Note 1. 

Withdrawal of part-heard appeals. See 
Note 4. 


Section 407 ' 
Note 1 


1. “ Conyicted on a trial.” — Section 4 of the Code of 1872 defined 
‘“trial” as the proceedings taken in Court after a charge has been drawn 
■up and as including the punishment of an offence. Subsequent Codes 
have not defined the term ‘trial’ as such ; hut in S. 4 of the present 
Code the term is distinguished as being different from an “inquiry” 
under the Code. A “trial” under the Code would imply the proceedings 
in which a person stands before a Court empowered to convict him of 
some ‘offences’ alleged against him. 1 The essentials of a trial are thus 
the charge of an “offence” and the power in the Court to “convict” 
the offender for the offence. The term “conviction” denotes the finding 
of guilty as distinguished from an acquittal or discharge on a finding 
of not guilty. On a conviction a sentence will follow in the usual 
course except as otherwise provided by the Code, as for example, in 
S. 5G2. The expression “convicted on a trial” has thus sole reference 
to cases in which an accused has been held guilty of an offence ? See 
•■the language of ss.243, 258, 2G2 (2), 30G (2), 807 (2) and (3) and 367. 

It follows that a decision in which an offence is not involved is 
not a conviction on a trial. Before the change introduced in 1898 in 
S. 4 (l) (o), an illegal seizure of cattle did not amount to an ‘offence’ and 
-an order under the Cattle Trespass Act, 1871, for compensation for 
illegal seizure was held not to amount to a conviction on trial and not 
-appealable. 3 Such an order now amounts to a “conviction on a trial” 


Section 407 — Note 1 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 337 (341) : 21 Cri L Jour 402 : 43 Mad511(FB), Fcnkafa- 
chennayya vi Emperor. 

f’78) 2 Mad 169 (170), Ananthachari v. Anantliachari. 

2. (’68) 4 Mad H C R Cr 146 (148), In re Ghappu. (Proceeding under S. 480, 
a case of conviction on trial.) 

[See (’G5) 2 Mad HCBCr 473 (473) : 2 Weir 461, Be Evans. (The offence may 
be under special or local law, c. g., Merchant Seamen’s Act, 1 of 1859.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 12 (13) : 2 Rang 321 : 26 Cri L Jour 289, Maung Po Lon 
v. Emperor. (Do — e. g., Upper Burma Ruby Regulation, 1887.)] 

3. (’96) 23 Cal 442 (445), Ragliu Singh v. Abdul Wahab. 
f’88) 15 Cal 712 (712), Dhiku v. Reno. 

(’86) 10 Bom 230 (231), Queen-Empress v. Baya Lahhma. 

'(’96) 19 Mad 238 (239) : 2 Weir 461, Queen-Empress v. Lakslimi Nay ah an. 

(’88) 11 Mad 359 (360) : 1 Weir 712, In re Khadar Khan. 

•(’90) 1890 Rat 520 (521), Queen-Empress v. Sadashiv. 

(’71) 3NWPHCB 200 (201), In re Gunesh Pershad. 

>(’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 22 Cr, p. 54 (55), Empress v. Bahsh. 
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Section 507 and is appealable . 4 An order under S. 488 of this Code directing payment 
Notes 1-2 of a monthly allowance in default of maintenance is not a “conviction 
on a trial .” 5 So also, an order under the Workman’s Breach of Contract. 
Act for refund of the amount of advance 0 or an order imposing a 
penalty and inflicting a sentence of imprisonment 7 or to perform a 
contract under the said Act , 8 or forfeiting the security furnished under 
chapter VIII, 0 is not an order of “conviction on a trial.” 

The appeal being from a conviction, the absence of a sentence, as 
in cases falling under S. 502, is no bar to an appeal 10 nor will an appeal 
lie against the sentence alone except in cases provided for in S. 412 of 
the Code . 11 

2. Trial held by a second class Magistrate. — According to the 
wording of S. 407, it is not the conviction by a second class Magistrate 
but the holding of a trial by such Magistrate that determines the 
forum of the appeal . 1 Where a second class Magistrate in the course 
of the proceedings in the same case is invested with first class powers, 
the question arises whether the appeal lies to the District Magistrate- 
under the section or to the Court of Session. Where the trial was 


(’79) 1 Weir 711 (712), 

[See (’9G) 23 Cal 300 (301, 302), Shama v. Lcchhu Sheikh. 

(1900) 27 Cal 992 (992) : 5 C W N 32, Bhagiratlii Naikv.GangadharMalianly.] 

4. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 191 (191, 192) : 46 Bom 58 : 22 Cri L Jour 624, Barthol 
Dtaning Rodrik's v. Papa Dada. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 86 (86, 87) : 29 Mad 517, In re Ponnusamy. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 121 (121, 122) : 4 Low Bur Rul 10, Emperor v. Mi Eari Ma. 

5. (’67) 7 Sutli W R Cr 10 (11), Queen v. Gulam Hossein. (The person ordered, 
against is not a person convicted of an ofience — Per Peacock, C. J.) 

(’68) 5 Bom H C R Cr 81 (82), Reg. v. Thaku. 

6. [ Sec (’19) AIR 1919 Bom 158 (159) : 43 Bom 607 : 20 Cri L Jour 316, Emperor 
v. Dcvappa. (But an order on disobedience of the order for refund may involve 
an ofience — Obiter.]] 

[But see (1879) 1 Weir 694 (694), In re Higgins.] 

7. (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 79 (80) : 7 Sind L R 80 : 15 Cri L Jour 372, Tliairio v. 
Emperor. (Such an order is the result of a special penal proceeding.) 

8. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 909 (909) : 15 Cri L Jour 697. Anukul v. Kamarali. 

9. (’78) 2 Mad 169 (170), Ananlhachari v. Ananthacliari. 

10. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 329 (330, 331) : 52 Cal 463 : 26 Cri L Jour 455, Bahadur 
Molla v. Ismail. (Marginal note to the section ignores distinction between order 
and sentence.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 543 (545) : 10 Bur L R 321 : 1904 Upp Bur Rul 7, ILTi Slave v. 
Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1098 (1099) : 1904 Pun Re No, 24 Cr, Emperor v. Manohar Das. 
(’10) 11 Cr.L.J.152(153):5 Low Bur Rul 129:4 I.C. 1027, Ma Chit Su v. Emperor , 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 413 (413) : 1917 Pun Re No. 20 Cr : 18 Cr. L. J. 401, Hyatd 
v. Emperor. (Subject to limitation, appeal may be filed even after expiry of the 
bond ordered under S. 562.) 

[See also (’69) 1869 Rat 18 (18). (Accused previously convicted and sentenced — 
Conviction subsequently for another ofience and sentence to run concurrently 
with former — Though sentence inoperative, appeal lies against later conviction.)] 
See also S. 562 Note 19. 

11. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 351 (351) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1017, Sheikh Rijhu v. Emperor. 
(Appeal must be heard ns a whole.) 

[See (’22) AIR 1922 Nag 71 (72) : 23 Cr. L. J. 73, Dheklia Kunbi v. Emperor. 
(Suspension of license under S. 18 (2), Motor Vehicles Act, is part of the sentence 
on conviction and appeal lies.)] 

See also S. 412 Note 1, S. 421 Note 1 and S. 423 Note 7. 

Note 2 

I. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 472(472) : 26 Cr.L.J. 914, Shcobhanjan Singh v. Emperor. 
(32) AIR 1932 Cal 460 (461) : 33 Cr. L. J. 516, Baramaddi v. Magorali. 
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ORDER OF COMMITMENT 


Section 242 
. Note 1 


Section 213 


4. Scope of the section. — The object of the section is twofold: 
firstly to prevent any hasty commitment and to ensure a thorough 
enquiry previous to the commitment 1 and, secondly, to prevent the 
concoction of false evidence after the commitment. 2 In order to achieve 
this object, the section gives the Magistrate the widest possible discre- 
tion to summon and examine any witness named in the list given by 
the accused under S. 211. Thus, he may summon and .examine the 
witnesses for the defence even when the accused has reserved his 
defence for the Court of Session. 3 The discretion thus vested entitles 
the Magistrate to ascertain, after weighing the evidence, 4 whether 
there is a presumption of guilt against the accused or whether he is 
innocent, 5 for it is possible that after hearing the witnesses for the 
defence the enquiry may result in the discharge of the accused under 
S. 213, sub-s.(2). c But this discretion has to be exercised sparingly and 
cautiously as any inconsiderate or premature examination of witnesses 
may prejudice the accused in his defence at the trial in the Sessions 
Court. 7 

The accused has no right to have his witnesses summoned and 
examined after the charge is framed under S. 210. 8 And a Magistrate 
is not required to record his reasons for acting or refusing to act under 
this section. 9 


2 1 3 .* ( 1 ) When the accused, on being required 
_ , to give in a list under section 211, 

Order of commitment. . ° _ , . , , , 

has declined to do so, or when he 
has given in such list and the witnesses (if any) 


* Code of 1882 : S. 213. 

213. When the accused, on being required to give in a list under S. 211, has 
r, ■, , declined to do so, or when he has given in such list, 

Order of commitment. and the witness ’ s (if any) incluc ^ d therein whom 

the Magistrate desires to examine have been summoned and examined under 

S. 212, the Magistrate may make an order committing the accused for trial by 
the High Court or the Court of Session (as the case may be), and (unless the 
Magistrate is a Presidency Magistrate) shall also record briefly the reasons for 
.such commitment. 

1872 : S. 198, para. 1 and S. 200, para. 2; 1861 : Ss. 226, 227. 


Section 212 — Note 1 

1. See (’70) 14 Suth WRCr 16 (16), Queen v. Krislo Doha. (Necessity of making 
proper inquiries before committing to sessions pointed out,) 

[But see (’70) 13 Suth WRCr 1 (11) : 4 Beng LR App 1, In re Mohcsh Ghundcr .] 

2. Sec (’70) 13 Suth WR Cr 1 (11) : 4 Beng L R App 1, hire Molicsh Chunder. ' 

3. (’96) 18 All 380 (381, 382) : 1896 AWN 114, In the matter of Budra Singh. 
See also S. 211 Note 5. 

4. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 751 (752) : 8 I. C. 1044 (Lah), Mir Abdullah v. Emperor. 

5. (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 16 (16), Queen v. Eristo Doha. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 778 (780) : 36 Mad 321 : 17 Ind Cas 410, Sessions Judge of 
Coimbatore v. Imvmdi Kumara Eangaya. 

6. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 452 (452) : 1906 A W N 306, Emperor v. Mathura. 

7. (’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 1 (11) : 4 Beng L R App 1, In re Mohcsh Chunder. 

8. (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243 (246): 6 Pat 329 : 28 Cr.L.J. 709, SasdatMianv. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 778 (780) : 36 Mad 321 : 17 Ind Cas 410, Sessions Judge of 

Coimbatore v. Immudi Kumara Eangaya. 

[J See (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 947 (948) : 15 Cri L Jour 704 (704), In re Sessions 
Judge of Madura.'] 

9. (’96) 18 All 380 (381, 382) : 1896 A W N 114, In the matter of Budra Singh. 
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completely held by the Magistrate as a second class Magistrate but 
the higher powers were conferred only at the time of the judgment, 
there is no doubt that the appeal lies to the District Magistrate. 2 
Similarly, where most part of the trial is held by the Magistrate as a 
first class Magistrate, as for example, when, after examining eight 
prosecution witnesses as second class Magistrate, two more prosecution 
witnesses are examined and charge framed and the case concluded as 
a first class Magistrate, the appeal lies to the Court of Session. 3 Also, 
in cases where only a small part of the trial is held by the Magistrate 
as a first class Magistrate, 4 the appeal has been held to lie to the Court 
of Session, apparently on the ground that if any part of the trial is 
held by the Magistrate as a Magistrate of the first class and the case 
has been concluded by him, it must be considered to be a trial held by 
a Magistrate of the first class. The Madras High Court in V enkatareddi 
v. Bajnayya, 5 seems to be of the opinion that a conviction by a first 
class Magistrate and not the trial is the determining factor. It is 
submitted this is against the current of authority in India. See also 
S. 39 Note 2 and S. 410 Note 2. 

Where a second class Magistrate submits a case under s. 349 to a 
first class Magistrate, an appeal from the sentence of the first class 
Magistrate falls under S. 40S and not under this section, although the 
first class Magistrate passes his sentence without taking further 
evidence and so the trial should be considered to have been held by 
the second class Magistrate. 0 

3. Appeals from the Bench of Magistrates of the second 
class. — Where a trial Bench is composed of Magistrates of the 
second class but is invested, as a Bench with first class powers, appeals 
from the decisions of the Bench lie to the Sessions Judge and not to 
the District Magistrate. 1 
See also s. 414 Note 3. 

$. Transfer of appeals by the District Magistrate— Sub- 
section (2). — The District Magistrate may, under the powers conferred 
by the sub-section, transfer only appeals 1 and, again, only such appeals. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 460 (461) : 33 Or. It. J. 516, Baramaddi v. Magorali. 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 48 (49) : 4 Low Bur Rul 239, Emperor v. Nga Paw. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Lak 138 (139) : 28 Cr. L. J. 50, Durgadas v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 366 (366) : 28 Cr. L. J. 474, Emperor v. Moganlal Jhavar- 
chand. (Higher powers were conferred after charge and before conclusion of trial.) 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 472 (472) : 26 Cr. L. J. 914, Sheobhanjan Singh v. Em- 
peror. (The Magistrate was vested with first class powers some time before the 
hearing of the arguments.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 398 (399) : 8 Lak 203 : 28 Cr. L. J. 781, Babu Bam v. Em- 
peror. (Higher powers conferred when the Magistrate concluded the trial.) 

5. (’28) AIR 1923 Mad 55 (55) : 51 Mad 257 : 29 Cr. L. J. 71, (Trial continued 
as first class Magistrate — Case renumbered after higher powers — Conviction as 
first class Magistrate.) 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 394 (396) : 38 Cr. L, J. 990 : ILR(1937)2 Cal 469, Kishori 
Singh v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 176 (177): 36 Cr.L.I. 592, Emperor v. BMmabai Silaram. 

Note 4 

1. (1900) 2 Bom L R 536 (539), Bai Harku v. Sitaram Kalian. (But not any 
revisional work,) 


Section $0? 
Notes 2-5 
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Section 407 
Note 4 


Section 408 


as lie to him “under this section,” that is to say, appeals from - 
convictions. He cannot transfer any other class of appeals from his 
Court under this sub-section . 10 Nor will the power to hear appeals on 
transfer render the Court of the first class Magistrate, the Court to 
which appeals “ordinarily lie” within the meaning of S. 195 (3). The 
Court of the District Magistrate will continue to be such Court 
notwithstanding that appeals under S. 407 may he presented to a 
subordinate Magistrate’s Court under the sub-section . 2 

The power of withdrawal of appeals vested in the District 
Magistrate can he exercised at any time even though an appeal may 
be part-heard before the subordinate Magistrate . 8 Once an appeal is 
withdrawn the District Magistrate becomes solely responsible for the 
disposal of the appeal and he is not bound by any opinion formed or 
recorded by the subordinate Magistrate prior to the withdrawal as to 
the necessity of examining further evidence in the case . 4 


408 . " Any person convicted on a trial held 
Appeal from sentence by an Assist ant Sessions Judge, 

jadgfor S M n agisfra S ttof a District Magistrate or other 
the first class. Magistrate of the first class, or 

any person sentenced under section 3 49 or in respect 
of whom an order has been made or a sentence has 
been passed under section SBO* by a Magistrate of the 
first class, may appeal to the Court of Session : 
Provided as follows : 

(a) ( Omitted by Criminal Law Amendment Act , 
XII of 1923.) 

(b) when in any case an Assistant Sessions Judge 
or a Magistrate specially empowered under section 30 
passes any sentence of imprisonment for a term 
exceeding four years, or any sentence of transportation, 

* 1882 : Ss. 408, 31 ; 1872 : Ss. 79, 269, 270, 18 ; 1861 : Ss. 409, 22. 

la. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 273 (274): 34 All 244: 14 I C 657, Lai Singh v. Emperor. 
(For example an appeal from an order for prosecution under S. 195.) 

2. (’03) 26 Mad 656 (659) : 2 Weir 202 (F B), Eroma Variar v. Emperor. (For 
the purposes of S. 195 (3).) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 479 (479), Ml. Jiwani v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 432 (433): 3 Nag L R 50, Bam Dayal v. Bam Prasad. (Do.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Oudk 239 (239): 26 Oudli Cas 358: 26 Cr.L.J. 423, Ahmed Hussein 
v. Ml. Bahiman. (Do.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 394 (396) : 7 C W N 114, Sadulal v. Bamchurn. (For purposes of 
S. 195 (5).) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 422 (424): 27 Mad 124, In re Subbamma. (Do.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 172 (173):56 Cal 824:30 Cr.L.J.658, Mohim Chandra v. Emperor. 
[But see (’95) 18 Mad 487 (490): 2 Weir 165, Queen-Empress Y.SubbarayaPillai. 
(This ruling was influenced by the words "shall be presented” used in the 
section in the Code of 1882 — Distinguished in 26 Mad 656.)] 

3. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 329 (330): 31 Mad 277: 18 M L J 89, hire Alagu Ambalam. 

4. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 329 (330): 31 Mad 277: 18 MLJ89, hire Alagu Ambalam. 
See also S. 428 Note 10. 
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the appeal of all or any of the accused convicted at 
such trial b shall lie to the High Court ; 

( c) when any person -is convicted by a Magistrate 
of an offence under section 124A of the Indian Penal 
Code, the appeal shall lie to the High Court. 

a, The words “or in respect of S. 380” were inserted by the Code 

of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

b. The words “of all or .... at such trial ” were inserted by Act, XVIII of 
1923. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope. 

2. “Convicted on a trial.” 

3. “Trial held by.” 

4. Sentence under section 349 


5. Order or sentence under S. 380. 

6. Court of Session. 

7. Proviso (b). 

8. Concurrent sentences. 

9. Proviso (c). 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Agency tracts. See Note 6. 

Assistant Sessions Judge becoming Ses- 
sions Judge — Appeal. See Note 7. 

British Baluchistan. See Note 6. 

District Magistrate as special officer in 
Native States. See Note 7. 

Legislative changes. See Note 5. 

Merchant Seamen’s Act (I of 1859). See 
Note 6. 

No appeal by accused sentenced to more 
than four years— Effect. See Note 7, 


Sections 30, 32 and 33. See Note 4. 

Sentence exceeding four years, contrary 
to Ss. 32 and 33 — Appeal. See Note 4, 

Sentence is substantive sentence. See 
Note 7. 

Trial for more than one offence. See 
Notes S and 9. 

Trial partly as first class and partly ns 
second clnss. See Note 3. 

Two Sessions Divisions. See Note G. 


1. Scope. — Section 40S is a general provision conferring a right 
•of appeal in the cases mentioned therein. The section, however, most 
be read subject to the exceptions and modifications embodied in 
subsequent sections, viz., sections 412, 413 and 414. 1 See also the 
undermentioned case. 2 


2. “Convicted on a trial.” — The section confers a right of 
appeal on a person convicted on a trial and hence, the absence of a 
sentence as in cases where he is dealt with under s. 562 does not affect 
his right of appeal. 1 See also S. 407 Note l. 


Section 408 
Notes 1-2 


Section 408 — Note 1 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 394 (395, 396): 38 Cri L Jour 990 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 469, 
Kishori Singh v. Emperor. (S. 408 does not limit in any way operation of S.413 
— S. 413 applies even when sentence is passed under S. 380 or S. 349— First Class 
Magistrate in case submitted to him under S. 349 sentencing accused under S. 323, 
Penal Code, to fine below Rs. 50 — Appeal from such conviction is barred under 
S. 413 notwithstanding S. 408.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 389 (389) : 11 1 C 253 : 33 All 510, Alam v. Emperor. (S. 413 
is an exception to the general rule laid down in S. 408.) 

{’31) AIR 1931 Cal 642 (643):59 Cal 19:33 Cr.L.J.90, AhbarAli v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 556 (557, 559) : 20 Cri L Jour 545 : 4 Pat L Jour 435, Phclru- 
jha v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 170 (171): 19 I C 170: 15 Oudh Cas 386, Shcopal v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 152 (152) : 4 I C 1027 : 5 Low Bur Rul 129, Ma Chit Sit v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 412, 413 and 414 are exceptions to S. 408.) 

2. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 426 (427) : 6 I C 959 : 1910 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, Emperor v. 
Alam Khatun. (Trial of offence under Frontier Crimes Regulation — Trial by 
first class Magistrate — Appeal lies to Sessions Judge.) 

Note 2 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 223 (224) : 1940 R LR 381, Slianhar Stihul v. The King. 



Section 408 
Notes 3-6 
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3. “Trial held by.” — As to ■whether trial includes judgment, 
see S. 410 Note 2 and S. 404 Note la. 

As to an appeal from a conviction where a second class Magistrate 
is invested with higher powers in the course of the case, see Note 2 to 
S. 407 and Notes to S. 39. See also S. 404 Note la. 

4. Sentence under section 349. — In a case submitted by an 
inferior Magistrate under S. 349 for severer punishment, the District 
Magistrate or the sub-divisional Magistrate to whom it is submitted, 
cannot pass a higher sentence than he is empowered to inflict under 
Ss. 32 and 33. 1 See proviso to sub-s.(2) of S. 349. Again, S. 30 authorizes 
the Provincial Government to empower the District Magistrate or any 
Magistrate of the first class to try, as a Magistrate, all offences not 
punishable with death. Now, suppose the Magistrate to whom 
proceedings are submitted under S. 349 is a Magistrate empowered 
under S. 30, can he pass a sentence more severe than he is empowered 
to inflict under Ss. 32 and 33? It has been held that he cannot do so, 
that in such a case the said proviso to S. 349 will prevail and that even 
should the Magistrate sentence him to imprisonment for a term 
exceeding four years, the appeal will lie not to the High Court under 
proviso (b) to S. 403, but only to the Court of Session. 2 

5. Order or sentence under section 380.— The amendment of 
1923 making an order or sentence under s. 3S0 appealable to the Court 
of Session has given legislative sanction to the view expressed to that 
effect in the undermentioned case. 1 

6. Court of Session. — Where, in a district there are two 
sessions divisions, an appeal from a conviction by a Magistrate having 
jurisdiction over the whole district lie3 to the Sessions Judge of the 
division within which the headquarters of the Magistrate are situate, 
irrespective of the place of offence. 1 

In Agency Tracts to which the Code of Criminal Procedure is 
extended, an appeal from the Agency Magistrate of the first class lies 
to the Sessions Judge of the Agency Tracts and not to the non-agency 
Sessions Judge. 2 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 3S2 (3S3) : 27 Cri L Jour 873, j\Iadhav v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 543 (544) : 37 All 31 : 16 Cri L Jour 43, Emperor v. Ghasitc. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 157 (158) : 58 Mad 517 : 36 Cr. L. J. 589, Mayandi Nadar v. 
Pala Kuduban. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 765 (766) : 46 All 82S : 25 Cr. L. J. 1244, Eira Lai v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’73) 1873 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. 3 (3), Crown v. Rahim. 

2. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 289 (290) : 4 Low Bur Rul 53, Ntja Pya v. Emperor. 

See also Note 7, S. 34 Note 3 and S. 349 Note 19. 

Note 5 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 263 (264) : 16 Cr. L. J. 738, Emperor v. Bhimappa. (Case 
submitted to first class Magistrate under S. 562 — Conviction by the Magistrate 
under S. 380 is that of a first class Magistrate — Appeal lies to Court of Session.) 

Note 6 

1. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 443 (444) : 16 M L J 444 : 1 M L T 402, Ambu Podaval v. 
Emperor. 

2. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 850 (852) : 17 I. C. 786 (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. Sada- 
nanda Painaik. 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 17 (19) : 38 Cr. L. J. 81, Alla Satyam v. Emperor. 
(Sub-divisional Magistrate also exercising powers as Assistant Agent in Agency 
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The Code being extended to British Baluchistan, a Court of 
Session in the said territory has all the powers in respect of appeals as 
are conferred by the Code.® A sentence of the Justice of the Peace 
under the Merchant Seamen’s Act (i of 1859) is appealable to a Court 
of Session . 4 

7. Proviso (b). — This proviso says "all or any of the, accused 
convicted, at such trial." An appeal, therefore, by an accused person 
sentenced for a term not exceeding four years will lie to the High Court 1 
even though no appeal has been preferred by another accused who has 
been sentenced in the same case for a term exceeding four years . 2 

The ‘sentence’ in proviso (b) has reference only to the substanti ve 
sentence of imprisonment apart from any sentence of whipping or fine 
or imprisonment in default of fine . 3 

When a Magistrate empowered under S. SO of the Code passes a 
sentence referred to in this proviso, the appeal lies only to the High 
Court . 4 Where, however, the Magistrate is not so empowered 5 or has 
not acted in exercise of such powers , 6 the appeal will lie only to the 
Court of Session. 


Tract — District Magistrate also acting as Government Agent — District Magis- 
trate transferring cases (offence in one of them in agency) for trial to Sub-divi- 
sional Magistrate — Both cases deoided by him in capacity of Sub-divisional 
Magistrate — Appeal lies to Sessions Judge and not to Government Agent.)] 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 187 (189) : 30 Cri L Jour 918, Barnsfield v. Emperor. 

4. (1865) 2 Mad H 0 R 473 (473) : 2 Weir 461, In re W. M. Evans. 

Note 7 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 All 20 (20) : 16 Cri L Jour 353, Bichha v. Emperor. 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 1068 (1068), Perumal v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 496 (496) : 17 Mad L J 248, Palani Eoravan v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 236 (238) : 10 Ind Cas 278 (Lah), Hardit Singh v. Emperor, 
t See (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 516 (518), Nga Po Saing v. Empress. 
(’97-01) 1 TIpp Bur Rul 94 (95), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun Baw. 

(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 12 Or, p. 28 (29) : 1900 Pun L R p. 56, Queen-Empress v. 
Jai Singh, 

(’80) 1880 Pun Re No. 36 Or, p. 89 (90), Jeytu Mai v. Empress. (Several charges 
' at one trial against an accused — For the sentence of some charges appeal lying 
to High Court — Appeal from lesser sentences on other charges also lies to High 
Court.)] 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 All 160 (160) : 27 Cri L Jour 175, Debi Din v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 356 (357) : 37 All 471 : 16 Or. L. J. 606, Hardayal v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 441 (441) : 1916 Pun Re No. 5 Cr : 17 Cr. L.J. 299, Ahmad 
Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 433 (433) : 35 Cri L Jour 1288, Khajjan v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 384 (384) : 1918 Pun Re No. 19 Cr : 19 Cr. L. J. 742, Kliitda 

Bakhsh x. Emperor . 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 57 (58), Nga Tun Tha v. Empress. 

[See (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 255 (256) : 28 Cr. D. J. 672, Jagadish Chandra Bay x. 
Emperor .] 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 39 (39) : 2 Rang 386 : 26 Cri L Jour 293, In re Abdulla. 
[Sec (’25) AIR 1925 Lah 318 (318) : 26 Cri L Jour 757, Dalip Singh x. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 87(88) : 47 Cal 154: 21 Cr.L.J. 386, Kascem Ali x. Emperor. 1 

• [See also (’98) 1898 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 6 (7), Queen-Empress v. Batera. 

(’93) 1893 Rat 655 (655), Queen-Empress v. Alibax. (Code of 1882.) 

(’83) 9 Cal 513 (516) : 12 C L R 500, Bongai x. Empress. (Where the sentence is 
less than mentioned in the section appeal lies to sessions.)] 

5. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 289 (290) : 4 Low Bur Rul 53, Nga Pya x. Emperor. 

See also Note 4, S. 34 Note 3 and S. 349 Note 19. 

JG. (’75) 1875 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 14 (14), Nathu v. Croton. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 33 (34) (FB), Queen v. Dhonah Bhooyah, 


Section 408 
Notes 6-7 
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Section 508 
Notes 7-9 


Where an Assistant Sessions Judge convicts and sentences an 
accused for a term less than four years, an appeal lies only to the Court 
of Session and the fact that at the time of the appeal the Assistant 
Sessions Judge himself became the Sessions Judge will not give a 
right of appeal to the High Court. 7 

Where a District Magistrate, appointed as a special officer to try 
a criminal case in a Native State, convicts and sentences the accused 
for the term mentioned in proviso (b), no appeal will lie to the High 
Court as he did not act as a Magistrate of the first class under the Code. 8 

An order of detention in Borstal School is not a sentence of 
imprisonment within the meaning of this proviso. 0 

Dor “concurrent sentences,” see Note 8 below. 

8. Concurrent sentences. — In a trial for more offences than 
one the aggregate of sentences if they are consecutive must be deemed 
as one sentence for purposes of an appeal. 1 See also S. 35 Note 16. 

9. Proviso (c). — Under this proviso, when a person is convicted 
by a Magistrate of an offence under S. 124A, Penal Code, the appeal 
lies to the High Court and not to the Sessions Court. The Sessions 
Judge entertaining such an appeal acts without jurisdiction. 1 

Where in a single trial an accused person is convicted under 
S. 124A of the Penal Code, and also under S. 153A of that Code, the 
aggregate of sentences must be deemed as one sentence for purposes of 
appeal under S. 35, sub-s.(3) of the Code; the forum for appeal is the 
High Court. 3 


('ll) 1877 Pun Re No. 8Cr, p. 19 (21) (FB), Bahadar v. Grown. (If it appears, from 
the sentence awarded, that the Magistrate has acted in the exercise of enhanced 
powers, appeal lies to High Court — Case under S. 270 of the Code of 1882.) 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p, 94 (95), Mahamed Newaz v. Empress. (Do.) 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 23 Cr, p. 51 (52, 53), Tulsi Ravi v. Empress. (Do.) 

7. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 240 (240) : 3 Pat L Jour 192 : 19 Cr.L.J. 442, Garib Lallv. 
Emperor. (In such a case, it is open to the Officiating Sessions Judge, on receipt 
of the appeal, to either send the case to the High Court for disposal or to admit 
the appeal and postpone it till the return of the Sessions Judge.) 

8. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 390 (391) : 6 I. C. 640 : 1910 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, Bishen 
Das v. Crown. 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 229 (229, 230) : 37 Cr. L. J. 793 : 14 Rang 143, Nga Tha 
E v. Emperor. (The only circumstances in which the appeal against such an 
order will lie to the High Court is when a co-accused, who has been tried together 
with the juvenile affected by the order, has been sentenced to imprisonment fora 
term exceeding four years — In such a case the appeal will lie to the High Court 
under this proviso.) 

Note 8 

1. (’30) 32 Cri L Jour 469 (469) : 129 Ind Cas 731 (All), Hamid v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 119 (119) : 18 I. C. 679 : 35 All 154, Tulsi Ram v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 90 (94) : 35 Cri L Jour 399, Akbar v. Emperor. 

[See (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 348 (351) : 10 I. C. 948 : 38 Cal 214, Joy Chandra Sarkar 
v. Emperor.] 

Note 9 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 All 466 (467) : 38 Cr. L. J. 972, Krishna Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Sessions Judge allowing appeal and reducing sentence — Order is without 
jurisdiction.) 

2. (’11)12 Cri L Jour 348 (351) : 38 Cal 214 : 10 Ind Cas 948, Joy Chandra Sar- 
kar v. Emperor. (Obiter.) 
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409.* An appeal to tlie Court of Session or 

Appeals to Court of Sessions Judge shall be beard by 
Session how heard. the Sessions Judge or by an Addi- 
tional Sessions Judge: 

“Provided that an Additional Sessions Judge 
shall hear only such appeals as the Provincial 
Government b may, by general or special order, direct 
or as the Sessions Judge of the division may make 
over to him. 

a. The proviso to the section was inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure 

(Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

b. Substituted by A. 0. for "Local Government.” 

1. Proviso. — It is only the Sessions Judge or an Additional 
Sessions Judge that has jurisdiction to hear an appeal preferred to the 
Court of Session. The Sessions Judge cannot, therefore, make over an 
appeal under the proviso to an Assistant Sessions Judge for hearing. 
Nor can he do so under suh-s. (2) of S. 193 of the Code, as an appeal is 
not a ‘case’ within the meaning of that section . 1 

The power of the Sessions Judge to make over an appeal to an 
Additional Sessions Judge is not confined to appeals arising within his 
territorial jurisdiction but extends also to appeals which might have 
been transferred to the Sessions Judge by the High Court . 2 


4 t O. t Any person convicted on a trial held 
Appeal from sentence by a Sessions Judge, op an A -ddi- 
tional Sessions Judge, may appeal 


of Court of Session. 


to the High Court. 


1. Appeal from sentence of Court of Session — A conviction 
by a Sessions Judge for intentional insult to him in Court is equally 
a conviction on a trial held by the Sessions Judge and an appeal lies 
to the High Court . 1 But an order of the Sessions Judge in a security 
case referred to him under s. 123 of the Code, is not a conviction on a 
trial held by him and no appeal lies to the High Court . 2 Where a 


* 1882 : S. 409; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 
f 1882 ; S. 410; 1872 : Ss. 80, 270, 271; 1861 : S. 408. 


Section 409 — Note 1 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 All 101(102):37 A11286: 16 Cr.L.J. 316, Emperorv. Abdul Bazyak . 
See also S. 193 Note 6’, 

2. ('34) AIR 1934 Pat 114 (115, 116) : 35 Cri L lour 1167, Ecdarnath Sahay v. 
Emperor. (Unless the contrary is directly expressed.) 

Section 410 — Note 1 

1. (’68-69) : 4 MRd HCKCr 146 (147, 148), In re Chappie Menon. 

2. (’83) 9 Cal 878 (879), Chand Khan v. Empress. 

See also S. 123 Note 20 and S. 406 Note 4. 


Section 50S> 


Section 51C- 
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Section 410 Sessions Judge, acting under s. 428, causes additional evidence to be 
.Notes 1-2 taken in an appeal and then convicts the accused, the latter is not 
convicted on a trial held by a Sessions Judge and no appeal lies to 
the High Court . 3 

A Judge of the Court of the Judicial Commissioner of Sind sitting 
in a Sessions trial is a Sessions Judge for the purposes of this section . 4 
The High Court of Bombay has power to hear appeals from a conviction 
by the Agent of Mewar, under the special jurisdiction conferred on the 
said High Court by Buie 44 of the Bombay Act, II of 184G. 5 The High 
Court of Calcutta has no jurisdiction to hear appeals from Chittagong 
Hill Tracts, as those tracts have been removed from the operation of 
the existing civil and criminal jurisdiction . 0 

For the meaning of ‘High Court’ in regard to appeals by European 
British subjects, see section 4 (i) (j) of the Code . 7 

Where a case has been submitted to the High Court under S. 374 
for confirmation and the High Court has pronounced a decision thereon, 
no appeal is open to the accused subsequently from the order of the 
Sessions Judge . 8 

As to the matters on which an appeal is admissible, see S. 418 and 
Notes thereunder. 

2. Trial held by Assistant Sessions Judge — Judgment pronounced by 
Additional Sessions Judge — Forum of appeal. — See Section 404 Note la. 


Section 411 


4-11 .* Any person convicted on a trial held by 
Appeal from sen- a Presidency Magistrate may appeal 
Magistrate^ 681 ency to the High Court, if the Magistrate 
has sentenced him to imprisonment for a term 
exceeding six months or to fine exceeding two 
hundred rupees. 


* 1882 : S. 411; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


3. (1900) 27 Gal 372 (375, 37G) : 4 C W N 497, Queen-Empress v. Ishah. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 33 (34) : G Beng L R 4S3, In re Dlmnobur Gliosc. 

[But see (18G5) 2 Suth W R Cr 13 (14, 19, 24), Queen v. Mohesh Chundcr. (Case 
under S. 422 of 18G1 Code — No longer law — See 27 Cal 372.)] 

See also S. 428 Note 10. 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209(211) : 41 Cri LJour 28 : ILR (1940) Ear 249, Shcwa- 
ram Jcthanand v. Emperor. (An appeal lies to the Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court against convictions and sentences passed by a Judge of the Judicial Com- 
missioner’s Court, sitting in its Sessions Court jurisdiction with a jury only on 
a point of law.) 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 249 (250, 251, 253) : 19 Sind L R 309 : 26 Cr. L. J. 562 (FB), 
Haji Khudabux v. Emperor. (The definition in S. 266, Criminal P, C., does not 
apply to chapter 31.) 

.5. (’17) AIR 1917 Bom 224 (226) : 41 Bom G57 : IS Cri L Jour 817 (FB), Nazar 
Mahomed v. Emperor. 

6. (1900) 27 Cal 654 (654), Empress v. Sonai Hugh. 

7. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 723 (724) : 8 Ind Cas S73 : 13 Oudh Cas 335, Thomas v. 
Emperor. (Before the amendment of S. 4 (1) (j) in 1923 the Court of the Judicial 
Commissioner of Oudh was not a High Court for the purposes of an appeal by a 
European British subject from a conviction’ by a Sessions Judge,) 

8. (’67) 1867 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. 55 (55), Grown v. Soojan Singh. 

'See also S. 375 Note 4. - - 
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1. Appeal from Presidency Magistrate. — The imprisonment 
for a term exceeding six months in this section has reference only to 
the substantive term of imprisonment, and does not include the 
imprisonment which may be contingent on default of payment of fine . 1 
A substantive sentence of imprisonment for a term of six months 
•cannot, therefore, be combined with any term of imprisonment imposed 
in default of payment of fine for claiming a right of appeal . 2 Where 
the sentence does not contain any one of the punishments specified in 
the section, no appeal lies . 3 Concurrent sentences against the accused in 
the same trial cannot he aggregated to bring the case under the section . 4 

In a case where a Presidency Magistrate proceeds under S. 5G2 and 
passes an order for release of the accused on furnishing security for 
> ; good behaviour thereunder, the question arises whether an appeal lies 
from such an order. It has been seen in Note 1 to s. 407 that the 
. absence of a sentence is no bar to an appeal from a conviction which 
underlies an order under s. 562. But under the strict terms of S. 411 no 
. appeal can lie from a conviction by a Presidency Magistrate unless it 
is accompanied by one or the other of the sentences specified in the 
.-section. The answer, therefore, in the case under consideration is that 
no appeal lies . 6 

Where the sentence, one of imprisonment, is within the appealable 
limit, an appeal lies although the offender is ordered to be confined 
in a juvenile jail . 0 


Section 411 — Note 1 

1. (’06) 33 Cal 1036 (1038, 1039) : 4 Cri L Jour 368 : 4 C L J 408, Shaik Babu v. 
Emperor. (Sentence o£ eight months in default of giving security — No appeal.) 

f (’78) 2 Mad 30 (31, 32) : 1 Weir 525, In rc Jotharam Davay. 

2. (’96) 20 Bom 145 (145), Empress v. Hari Savba. 

• (’78) 2 Mad 30 (31, 32) : 1 Weir 525, In re Jotharam Davay. 

(’89) 16 Cal 799 (801), Schcin v. Empress. 

. 3. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 336 (336) : 38 Cr.L.J. 985, Motiram Bhilcoba v. Emperor. 
(Sentence of whipping — No appeal — It cannot be assumed that sentence of 
whipping was passed in lieu of an appealable sentence.) 

• (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 413 (413) : 38 Cri L Jour 876 : I L R (1937) 1 Cal 123, Kali 

Kumar Milter v. Emperor. (Sentence of six months’ imprisonment — No appeal.) 

• (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 255 (256) : 3 Ind Cas 285 (Bom), Datta Bam v. Emperor. 

(One day’s simple imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 150 — No appeal.) 

• (’15) ATR 1915 Bom 61 (61) : 39 Bom 558 : 16 Cr.L.J. 585, Emperor v. Goodhew. 

(Simple imprisonment for a day and forfeiture of pay of two days — No appeal.) 
' (’05) 2 Cal L Jour 45 n, Max Mind: v. Emperor. (Imprisonment for one day and 
Rs. 200 fine.) 

■ 4. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 787 (788) : 17 Ind Cas 531 (Cal), Sulcnandan Singh v. 
Emperor. (Two concurrent sentences of six months each — It is only a single 
sentence of six months.) 

' See also S. 35 Note 16. 

. 5. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 413 (414) : 38 Cri L Jour 876 : ILR (1937) 1 Cal 123, Kali 
Kumar Mitter v._ Emperor. (Presidency Magistrate sentencing accused to six 
. months' rigorous imprisonment — Co-accused bound over under S. 562 — Appeal 
does not lie under S. 411 — Appeal also does not lie under S. 415A as order 
. under S. 562 is not itself appealable.) 

- (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 488 (488) : 33 Cri L Jour 639, H. Birlcs v. Emperor. 

See also S. 562 Note 19. 

••6. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 147 (147) : 26 Cr.L.J. 454, Mahomed Boshanv. Emperor. 


Section 411 
Note 1 


on* un 
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Section 542 4 1 2* Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore 

No appeal in cer- contained, where an accused person 
cused pleads guilty, has pleaded guilty and has been con- 
victed by a Court of Session or any Presidency Magis- 
trate or Magistrate of the first class on such plea, there 
shall be no appeal except as to the extent or legality 
of the sentence. 

i. Scope of bar under the section. — The principle underlying 
the provision is that a plea of guilty by the accused person operates as 
a waiver of his right to question the legality of the conviction based 
on such a plea . 1 But, before the bar of this section can be applied 
against a convicted person, the plea of guilty must be really such a 
plea. For instance, a plea which only amounts to an admission of facts 
alleged and not of the offence , 2 or a plea of guilty based on a mis- 
conception of the law of criminal liability , 3 or on a misconception of 
one’s right in property , 4 or in answer to a charge defectively framed 
and not properly explained to the accused, 4a is really a plea of not 
guilty. Again, it is only in cases where the Court has accepted the 
plea of guilty and has convicted the accused person on such plea that 
the right of an appeal from the conviction is taken away . 5 But once 
the Court has in its discretion accepted the plea, such discretion cannot 
afterwards be attacked as improperly exercised so as to affect the 
provisions of this section . 53 

A plea of guilty with regard to previous convictions equally 
precludes the appellate Court from re-opening the question of the 
previous convictions in appeal . 0 

As a rule, an appeal cannot be admitted on the question of 
sentence only. But this section creates an exception to the rule in. 
cases where the conviction has taken place on an admission of guilt by 

* 1882 : S. 412; 1872 ; S. 273; 1861— Nil. 

Section 412 — Note 1 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 522 (522) : 21 Cr. L. J. 547, Emperor v. Akub Ali. (Plea o£ 
guilty must be taken in connection with written statement.) 

(’80) 5 Bom 85 (87), Empress v. A afar M. Talab. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Rang 49 (49) : 5 Rang 710:29 Cr.L. J. 115, Emperor v. Nga Lu Gale - 
[See (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 52 (52), Queen v. Kurmoo KurmeeQ 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Bom 160 (160): 43 Bom 842 :20Gr.hA.684:,MurarjiRaghunatli. 
v. Emperor. (Whether on admitted facts the accused is liable is a question of law.) 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 522 (523) ; 21 Cr. L. J. 547, Emperor v. Akub Ali. 

(’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 53 (53), Queen v. MittunChowdhry. (Followed in AIR 1920> 
Cal 522.) 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 All 265 (266) : 53 All 437 : 32 Cr. L. J. 576, Emperor v. Sat 
Narain. (Case under S. 380, I. P. C.) 

4a. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 328 (32S), Nga Nge v. Queen-Empress. 

5. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 325 (340) : 3 Ind Cas 625 (Cal), Klmdiram v. Emperor.. 
(Evidence taken and conviction on evidence.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 195 (196, 198) : 32 Cr.L.J. 719 (F B), Emperor v. Janardhan. 
Eashinath. (Do.) 

5a. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 330 (334) : 35 Cr.L.J. 1322 : Shyama Gharan v. Emperors 

6. (’08) 9 Cr. L. J. 56 (59) : 4 Nag L R 163, Emperor v. Eissan Tessu. 
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included therein whom the Magistrate desires to 
examine have been summoned and examined under 
section 212, the Magistrate may make an order 
committing the accused for trial by the High Court 
or the Court of Session (as the case may he), and 
(unless the Magistrate is a Presidency Magistrate) 
shall also record briefly the reasons for such 
commitment. 


(2) If the Magistrate, after hearing the witnesses 
for the defence, is satisfied that there are not sufficient 
grounds for committing the accused, he may cancel 
the charge and discharge the accused. 


Sub-section (2) was newly added in the Code of 1803. For legislative changes, 
see Section 210 Note 1. 


Synopsis 


1. “ May mnke nn order commit- ) 

ting the accused." 

2. Commitment by Magistrate hav- 

ing no territorial jurisdiction j 
— Effect. See S. 5 lit and Note* | 
thereunder. : 

3. Commitment to Sessions Court ! 

havingno territorial jurisdiction I 
to try the offence — Effect. See i 
Notes under S?. 215 and 531. 1 


4. Reasons for commitment. 

5. Power of Magistrate to cancel 

charge nnd discharge accused 
or to try him himself. 

6. “After hearing the witnesses for 

the defence.” 

7. Right of accused to cross- 

examine prosecution witnesses 
after charge is framed. 

8. Practice. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous ) 


'■■compromise by prosecutor nftcr com- 
mittal. See Note 5. 

Committal in cases of several persons 
jointly charged. See S. 200 Note G. 

Committal of a case triable by Magis- 
trate — Record of reasons. See Note 4. 

•Committal of some and trial of the rest. 
See Note 5. 


Defence evidence includes cross-exami- 
nation of prosecution evidence. See 
Note 7. 

Duty of Magistrate to weigh evidence. 
See Note 5. 

No cancellation after committal. See 
Note 5. 

No discharge after committal. See 
Note 5. 


1. “May make an order committing the accused.” — This 
section leaves it to the discretion of the committing Magistrate whether 
or not to commit an accused to the Sessions. Hence, even after a 
charge is framed with a view to commitment, the Magistrate may 
change his mind and proceed to try the case himself 1 or cancel the 
charge and discharge the accused : see sub-section (2) . 


2. Commitment by Magistrate having no territorial jurisdiction — 
Effect. . — Sco S. 531 and Notes thereunder. 


3. Commitment to Sessions Court having no territorial jurisdiction to 

try the offence — Effect. — See Notes under Ss. 215 and 531. 

4. Reasons for commitment. — The section requires the 
committing Magistrate to record his reasons for committing a case to 


Section 213 — Note 1 

1. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 486 (487, 488) : 7 Ind Cas 450 (Bom), Emperor v. Vcnhatcsh. 
See also S. 210 Note 2. 


Section 213 
Rotes 1-5 



CH.31.] 


NO APPEAL IN PETTY CASES 


2227. 


the accused person . 7 In the latter case, the accused is entitled to Section 512 
question in appeal the sentence of the lower Court and the sentence Note 1 
only, either on the ground that the extent of the sentence is beyond 
what the circumstances of the case required or that the sentence is 
illegal as not authorized by law . 8 Where on the plea of guilty of the 
accused the Court, proceeding under s. 562 of the Code, releases him on 
recognizance and passes no sentence at all, the right of appeal is 
absolutely barred . 0 

The principle of this section would seem to apply to criminal 
revision also . 10 

For a special case of the right to appeal against the conviction 
notwithstanding a plea of guilty, see section 489, sub-section (6), and the 
undermentioned case . 11 

4 1 3 .* Notwithstanding anything hereinbefore Section 313 
No appeal in contained, there shall be no appeal by 

petty cases. a convicted person in cases in which a 

Court of Session passes a sentence of imprisonment 
not exceeding one month only, or in which a Court 
of Session or District Magistrate or other Magistrate 

* 1882 t S. 413; 1872 : S. 273; 1861 : S. 411. 

7. ('31) AIR 1931 Pat 351 (351): 32 Cr.L.J. 1017, Rijhuv. Emperor. (A restriction 
’ order for admission of a criminal appeal on the ground of sentence only is ultra 

vires.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 276 (277) : 41 Cal 406 : 14 Cri L Jour 485, Nafar Sheikh v. 

Emperor. (Do.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 826 (827), Empress v. Dagdu Gangaram. (Do.) 

(’98) 22 Bom 759 (760), Queen-Empress v. Kalu. (Corresponding section of the 
Code of 1882 did not include a conviction by a Magistrate of the first class.) 

(’98) 1S98 Rat 954 (954), Empress v. Govind Bagliu. (Do.) 

See also S. 407 Note 1, S. 421 Note 1 and S. 423 Note 7. 

8. (’80) 5 Bom 85 (87), Empress v. Jafar ill. Talab. (Case under Presidency 
Magistrates’ Act, 4 of 1877.) 

(’98) 22 Bom 759 (760), Queen-Empress v. Kalu. 

9. (’17) AIR 1917 Lah 413 (413) : 1917 Pun Re No. 20 Cr : 18 Cri L Jour 401, 

Hayata v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 151 (151, 152) : 25 Sind L R 337 : 32 Cr.L.J. 1142, Tcjumal 
Jagumal v. Emperor. (Although other accused in the case have been convicted 
and given appealable sentences — See S. 415A.) 

10. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 522 (522) : 21 Cr. L. J. 547, Emperor v. Alcub Ali. 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 153 (154) : 1907 A W N 204, Emperor v. Puttan Lai. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 67 (67) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1148, Emperor v. Chunilal Hargovan. 

[See also (’96) 19 Mad 209 (210) : 1 Weir 850, Queen-Empress v. Bhashyam Ghetty. 

(Prisoner in revision denied factum of plea of guilty — Held his own affidavit to 
that effect not enough — But that valdl must file affidavit.)] 

[See however (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 349 (350) : 32 Cri L Jour 206, Ali Hossein v. 

Emperor. (The High Court in revision is not bound by S. 412, Criminal P. C., 
but may examine the record for the purpose of seeing whether the plea was 
based on proper conception of the facts.)] 

11. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 49 (50) : 36 Cr. L. J. 336 (337) : 12 Rang 616, NgaTiua 
v. Emperor. (Accused convicted on his plea of guilty — Notice to show cause why 
sentence should not be enhanced— Accused held entitled to appeal both against 
his conviction and sentence.) 
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Section 413 
Notes 1-2 


of the first class passes a sentence of fine not 
exceeding fifty rupees only. 

Explanation. — There is no appeal from a 
sentence of imprisonment passed by such Court or 
Magistrate in default of payment of fine when no 
substantive sentence of imprisonment has also been 
passed. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of sections 413 to 4 15 A. 

3. Order under section 562. 

4. “Passes a sentence.” 

5. “Sentence of fine.” 


6. Combination of sentences for 

purposes of an appeal. See Note 1 
tinder S. 415. • 

7. “By a convicted person.” 

8. “Explanation” to the section. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Co-accused — Non-appealable sentence. 
See Note 7. 

Compensation under Section 22, Cattle 
Trespass Act — Not final. See Note 5. 

First non-appealablc sentence — Subse- 


quent addition to make it appealable. 
See Note 4. 

Order under Section 31, Court-fees Act 
— Not fine. See Note 5. 

Strict construction of the section. See 
Note 3. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Amendments made in 1923 — 

(1) The words “ or the District Magistrate or other Magistrate of the 
first class” appearing after the words” Court of Session” in the 
first paragraph of the section and the words “or of whipping only” 
at the end of the paragraph were repealed by the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, XII of 1923. 

(2) The words “in which a Court of Session or District Magistrate or 
other Magistrate of the first class passes a sentence” were inserted 
between the -words “only, or” and “of fine” in the first paragraph 
of the section by the said Act XII of 1923. 


2. Scope of sections 513 to 41SA. — Sections 413 to 415A 
have to be read together. Sections 413 and 414 enact certain exceptions 
to the right of appeal given by ss. 403 and 410. Section 413 takes away 
the right of appeal in certain petty cases and S. 414 in certain convictions 
in summary trials. Sections 415 and 415A are added by way of proviso. 
Explanations to ss. 413 and 415 are intended to remove possible doubts 
in the construction of those sections. 1 

In order that S. 413 may apply it is necessary to see whether the 
sentence is one not exceeding the limit prescribed by the section and 
whether it is passed by a Court of the class mentioned in the section. 
If these two conditions are satisfied the section would apply, although 
the sentence is passed under s. 349 or S. 380 of the Code, 2 


Section 413 — Note 2 

1. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 389 (389, 390) : 33 All 510 : 11 1. C. 253, Alam v. Emperor. 
(This case is confined to S. 415 and was before S. 415A was enacted.) 

2. (’37) AIE 1937 Cal 394 (396) : 38 Cr. L. J 990 : 1 L E (1937) 2 Cal 469, Kishore 
Singh v. Emperor. (Sentence of fine below fifty rupees passed by First Class 
Magistrate in a case submitted to him under S. 349 — No appeal.) 
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Tho restrictions on appeal laid down in S. 113 have now been made 
applicable to European British subjects by the repeal of S. 41G. 

3. Order under section 562. — It hns been already noticed in 
S. JO" Noto l that an appeal lies from an order under S.5G2, notwith- 
standing the absence of any sentence against the accused. In view of 
the fact that S. 413 bars an appeal in cases of slight sentences, can it 
bo maintained that an appeal lies where there is no sentence at all ? 
The answer is that an appeal docs lie and that the restrictive provi- 
sions of S. 413 are not applicable to the ease. 1 Any restrictive provision 
on the right of appeal must be strictly construed and in favour of the 
subject. 2 On a strict construction of S. 413, an appeal is barred only in 
the specific cases mentioned therein. Tho section cannot bar the right of 
appeal existing in respect of cases not falling within its specific terms. 3 

4. “Passes a sentence. ” — Once a sentence exceeding the limits 
prescribed by the section is passed, an appeal will lie, as of right, 
whether the sentence was legal or not. Where, for example, a Magis- 
trate passes a non-appealablo sentence at first and subsequently adds 
to it so as to make it appealable, an appeal lies from such a sentence 
and tho appellate Court cannot strike out the added sentence nnd 
decline to go into the merits of the whole appeal on the ground that 
the original sentence was not appealable. 1 

Where a trial is commenced before a second class Magistrate and 
after the conclusion of evidence ho is invested with first class powers, 
a sentence of fine not exceeding fifty rupees passed by such Magistrate 
is one ‘passed’ by a first class Magistrate and is not appealable under 
this section. 2 

5. “Sentence of fine.” — An award of compensation under s. 22 
of the Cattle Trespass Act, I of 1871, is not a sentence of fine within 
the meaning of this section. 1 Similarly, an order under S. 54GA of the 

Note 3 

1. (’2G) AIR 192G Bom 382 (383): 27 C'r.L. 7.873, Stadhav Baghvcndra v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1098 (1099) : 1901 Pun Be No. 24 Cr, Emperors'. Manohar Das. 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Cnl G12 (G43) : 59 Cal 19 : 33 Cr. L. J. 90, Akabbtir Ali v. Emperor. 
(Separate sentences each oi rupees forty in tlio same trial — Appeal lies.) 

3. [See (’24) AIR 1924 All 7G5 (7G5) : 4G All 828 : 25 Cri L Jour 1244, Hiralal v. 
Emperor. (S. 413 only says in what cases appeal does not lie — It does not sny in 
what cases appeal lies — It does not bar an appeal under S. 408 from nn order 
under S. 5G2.)J 

Note 4 

1. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 431 (431): 11 Ind Cas G15 (Bom), Emperor v, Ecshavlal. 
(Additional sentence imposed at the request of the accused.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 402 (402) : 35 Bom 418 : 11 1. C. 58G, Emperor v. Kcsliavlal. 
(Additional sentence imposed without jurisdiction.) 

[See (’93) 20 Cal 483 (48G), Jatra SJiclch v. Bcazat Shclch. (Imposition of non- 
appeaiable sentences instead of appealable sentences in proper cases deprecated.)] 
See also S. 423 Note 3. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 540 (542) : IL R (1940) 1 Cal 519 : 44 C W N G77 (079), Bcjoij 
Kumar Kundu v. Sila Nath Kundu. 

Note 5 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 191 (191) :4G Bom 58:22 Cri L Jour G24, Barthol Diming 
Bodrilcs v. Papa Dada. (And S. 413 has no application.) 

[See (1900) 27 Cal 992 (992) : 5CVr832,BhagirathiNaik\.GangadarMahanty,'] 


Section 413 
Notes 2-5 
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Section 413 
Notes 5-8 


Section 515 


Code, directing payment to the complainant of the court-fee paid by 
him on his complaint was held not to he a sentence of fine? In such 
cases, the fact that the amounts are to be collected as if they were 
fines, is immaterial. 

6. Combination of sentences for purposes of an appeal. — See Note 1 
under Section 415. 

7. “By a convicted person.*' — For the law as to the right of 
appeal by a co-accused who has been awarded only a non-appealable 
sentence in the same trial, see Notes under s. 415A. 

8. “Explanation" to the section. — Under the Code of lSGl 
there was an appeal when the sentence fixed a term of imprisonment 
exceeding one month in default of payment of fine of less than fifty 
rupees . 1 This is altered now. 


4 1 4. 1 Notwithstanding anything herein- 

No appeal from certain before contained, there shall be 
summary convictions. no appeal by a convicted person 

in any case tried summarily in which a Magistrate 
empowered to act under section 260 passes a sentence 
of fine not exceeding two hundred rupees only. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. European British subjects. 

3. “Magistrate empowered to act under section 260.” 

4. “Passes a sentence of fine.” 

5. Combination of sentences. See S. 415 Note 1. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Addition of other penalties to fine. See Illegality in trying a case as summary. 

Not e 4. See Note 3. 

Conviction by Bench of second or third 

class Magistrates — Not within the Repeal of Section 416 — Effect. See 
section. See Note 3. Note 2. 

1. Legislative changes. — The words “of imprisonment not 
exceeding three months only or” after the words “pass a sentence” 
and the words “ or of whipping only” at the end of the section were 
omitted by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, xn of 1923. By these 
amendments, cases in which a sentence of imprisonment or whipping 
has been passed, have been made appealable . 1 

* 1882 : S. 414; 1872 ; S. 274, para. 1; 1861 — Nil. 

2. (’37) 42 C W N 760 (760), Atul Chandra Modalc v. Emperor. (Sentence of fine 
of Rs. 50 and direction to pay costs of Court-fee on complaint — No appeal.) 

The following cases arc decided with reference to S. 31 of the Court-fees Act 
which was repealed by Act 18 of 1923 and incorporated as S. 545.4, Cr P. C. 

(’93) 20 Cal 687 (689), Madan Mandul v. Haran Gliose. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 83 (83) : 31 Mad 547, Emperor v. Maddipatla Subbarayudu. 
(’94) 1 Weir 724 (724), In re Para Muniyan. 

See also S. 33 Note 4 and S. 546A Note 3. 

Note 8 

1. (’72) 1872 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 3 (3), Fattah v. Mahomed Din. 

[See (’66) 3 Bom H C R Cr 15 (15), Beg. v. Shanhar Yenhaji. ] 

Section 4 1-4 — Note 1 

1. See (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 716 (716) : 30 Cr.L. J. 869, J agadish Prasad v. Emperor. 
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2. European British subjects. — Under s. 41G of the Code, now 
repealed, it was laid down that the provisions of S. 414 did not apply 
to European British subjects. 1 

3. “Magistrate empowered to act under section 260.” — 
This section embodies another exception to the right of appeal. It 
takes away the right of appeal in cases tried summarily under S. 2G0 of 
the Code where the sentence is one of fine not exceeding Rs. 200 only. 
The restriction in this section applies only to convictions by a Magis- 
trate or a Bench of Magistrates of the first class to whom alone s. 260 
has reference. 1 Any conviction, therefore, by a Bench of Magistrates of 
the second or third class is appealable under S. 407 and is not affected 
hy this section. 2 

The jurisdiction to try a case summarily must be validly exer- 
cised. A Magistrate cannot deprive an accused person of his right of 
Appeal by trying a case summarily without having the power to do so. 3 

As to the constitution and powers of a Bench of Magistrates, see 
section 15. 

4. “ Passes a sentence of fine. ” — The bar under this section 
■operates only when tho specific non-appealable sentence mentioned in 
the section is awarded. Where, therefore, no sentence is passed at all, 
as for example, an order under S.5G2 is passed, 1 this section has no 
application and an appeal lies from tho conviction. See also Notes 
under s. 407. So also, when the sentence is any other than of a “fine 
not exceeding Rs. 200 only,” tho right of appeal is not taken away. A 
sentence of fine of Rs. GO coupled with suspension of license under the 
Motor Vehicles Act is not a sentence of fino only within the meaning 
of this section and an appeal is not barred. 2 Similarly, to a case where, 
in addition to a non-appealable sentence, a further order to furnish 


Note 2 

1. (’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 433 (437) : 12 Bur L R 59, Narayanswamy v. A. Blake. 

Note 3 

1. ('86) 9 Mad 3G (37) : 2 Weir 4G0, Queen-Empress v. Narayansami. 

[Sec (’83) 9 Cal 9G (97) : 11 C L B 423, IJavaldar Roy v. Jagu Mean. (A Bench 
ol Magistrates consisting oC an Assistant Magistrate with second class powers and 
two or more Honorary Magistrates is a Bench with first class powers as per 
Government order in Calcutta.)] 

2. (’86) 9 Mad 3G (37) : 2 Weir 4G0, Queen-Empress v. Narayansamy. 

3. (’79) 4 Cal 18 (19) : 3 C L R 44, Empress v. Golam Mahommad. (Magistrate 
is not entitled to split up an offence for giving himself summary jurisdiction.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lali 188 (189) : 33 Cr. L. J. 108, Robert John Bradlcyv. Emperor. 
(Summary trial hy Magistrate not empowered.) 

Note 4 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 223 (223, 224) : 1940 R L R 381, Shankar Sukul v. The 
King. (Person convicted need not wait for passing of sentence.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 765 (766) : 46 All 828 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1244, HiraLaU. Emperor. 
(’09) 11 Cr.L.J. 152 (153): 4 I. C. 1027 (1028): 5 L.B.R. 129, ilia Chit Su v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 543 (545) : 1904 Upp Bur Rul Cr. P. C. 7 : 10 Bur L R 321, Mi Shwe 
Nyun v. Emperor. 

See also S. 562 Note 19. 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 329 (330) : 35 Cr.L.J. 116, Garanand Singh v. Emperor. 
(The order of suspension is part of sentence.) 


Section 414 
Notes 2-4 
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Section 314 
Notes 4-9 


Section 415 


security for good behaviour is passed, this section has no application . 1 * 3 
But an order of confiscation under the Excise Act in addition to a 
non -appealable sentence has been held not to make the case appealable. 4 ' 
5. Combination of sentences. — See Section 415 Note 1. 


415 .* An appeal may be brought against any 
Proviso to sections sentence referred to in section 4-13 
413 and 4i4. or section 414 by which any two or 

more of the punishments therein mentioned are- 
combined, but no sentence which would not otherwise- 
be liable to appeal shall be appealable merely on the- 
ground that the person convicted is ordered to find 
security to keep the peace. 

Explanation. — A sentence of imprisonment in 
default of payment of fine is not a sentence by which 
two or more punishments are combined within the 
meaning of this section. 

Synopsis 

1. Combination of sentences. 

2. Order for security to keep the peace. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Amendment in 1923 of Sections 413 and 
414 and not of Seciion 415 also — Effect. 
See Note 1. 

Combination of two sentences of fine. 
See Note 1. 


Concurrent sentences — Aggregation, 
See Note 1. 

Security for good behaviour under section 
31A of Rnngoon Police Act. See Note 2. 
Sentences in same trial and not separate 
cases. See Note 1. 


1. Combination of sentences. — It has already been seen in 
Note 2 to s. 413 that S. 415 is intended by the Legislature as a proviso 
or an explanation to Ss. 413 and 414. S. 415 has not been altered by the 
Amending Act of 1923 and remains as it stood before. Ss. 413 and 414 
-were amended in 1923. In understanding the meaning of S. 415 it -will, 
therefore, be necessary to notice how the law stood under ss. 413 and 
414 before their amendment. The old s. 413 laid down that no appeal 
lay in cases in which a sentence of imprisonment not exceeding one 
month only or of fine not exceeding Rs. 50 only or of whipping only 
was passed. The old S. 414 also contained the same three kinds of 


* 1882 : S. 415; 1872-:S. 274; 1861— Nil. 


3. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 368 (370) : 4 Low Bur Rul 359, Kathan v. Emperor. (Security 
for good behaviour on conviction for an offence is not provided for in Criminal 
Procedure Code — Such an order in this case was passed under S. 31A of Rangoon 
Police Act.) 

4. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 3 (4), Queen-Empress v. Tagarajan. (Such an order 
is not part of sentence.) 

[See (’77) 3 Cal 366 (369) ; 1G L R 442, Empress v.BaidanathDas. (Confiscation 
under S. 49, Act 21 of 1856 (Country spirits) — Not part of sentence.)] 
t*Scc also (’66) 3 Bom H C R Cr 12 (14), Beg. v. Jivan U sman— [Quaere. Con- 
fiscation of cotton under Bombay Cotton Frauds Act, 9 of 1863, whether part of 
sentence.)] 
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alternative punishments. It followed that if each of the two sections 
"barred an appeal only in case there was a sentence, either of a petty 
imprisonment only or of a petty fine only or of whipping only, the 
right of appeal was not taken away when any two or more of the 
alternative punishments were jointly awarded, though each of the said 
joint punishments, taken by itself, was of the extent not appealable 
under the said sections. 1 This position was only made clear in S. 415. 
The words “any two or more of the punishments therein mentioned” 
in that section were clearly referable to any two or more of the 
punishments of imprisonment, fine and whipping mentioned in Ss. 413 
and 414 as they stood before the amendment in 1923. 

Now by virtue of the amendment in 1923, the punishment of 
whipping is taken out of .S. 413 and whipping as well as imprisonment 
are taken out of S. 414. But the words “any two or more of the 
punishments therein mentioned” have been retained in s. 415. In view 
of the fact that now S. 414 mentions only one punishment, what is the 
meaning of the words “any two or more of the punishments therein 
mentioned” in this section ? It can very well be urged that those 
words, while meaning punishments of the two kinds mentioned in 
S. 413, also include several punishments of the same hind mentioned 
in Ss. 413 and 414. This view derives support from the fact that Ss. 413 
and 414 say that no appeal lies from a sentence of fine, etc., thus 
implying that if there are two or more sentences of fine, etc., the bar 
will not apply. When there are two or more such sentences, it does 
not matter if the aggregate of those sentences does not exceed the limits 
of duration or amount fixed by Ss. 413 and 414. It has, thus, been held 
by the Chief Court of Oudh 2 that a person convicted under S. 447 of 
the Penal Code, and S. 24 of the Cattle Trespass Act, and fined Rs. 50 
and Rs. 20 respectively by a Magistrate in the exercise of summary 
powers, was not deprived of the right of appeal by the terms of S. 414, 
on the ground that two punishments of the nature mentioned in S. 414 
have been combined. In a Calcutta case, 3 the High Court accepted the 

Section 415 — Note 1 

1. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 389 (389, 390) : 33 All 510 : 11 I C 253, Alain v. Emperor. 
(Imprisonment for one day and Rs. 50 fine — Held appeal lay — It is not necessary 
that the accused must have actually suffered imprisonment to claim right of appeal.) 
(’79) 3 Cal L Rep 511 (512), Empress v. Haradhan Tamuli. (Bs. 20 on one charge 
and imprisonment for one month on another — Appeal lay as to whole.) 

(’69) 1NWPHCE 302 (303). (Imprisonment for one month and Rs. 40 fine.) 
(’78) 2 Cal L Rep 511 (512), In re Sher Mahomed. 
f See (’02) 1902 Pun L R No. 45 Or, p. 170 (171), Crown v. Bura. (Imprisonment 
for one month and whipping under old section.) 

(’78) 3 Cal L R 4 05 a (40o;i), Mohesh Mundul v. Bholanath. (An order against 
accused persons jointly and severally for payment of money to the complainant 
is not a “fine” imposed against the accused. Such order added to an imprison- 
ment of one month will not make the case appealable.)] 

2- (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 524 (527, 528) : 38 Cri L Jour 1062 : 13 Luck 618, Malcrand 
Singh v. Ganga. (Punishment includes punishment of the same kind also.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 27 (28) : 7 Luck 501 : 33 Or. L. J. 278, Kandhai v. Emperor. 
3. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 642 (643) ; 59 Cal 19 : 33 Cri L Jour 90, Alcabbar Ali v. 
Emperor. (It is to be noted, however, that the aggregate of the two fines in this 
ease was more than Rs. 50 although this aspect does not appear to have influenced 
the decision.) 


Section 415 
Note 1 
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PROVISO TO SECTIONS 413 AND 414 


CCH.31. 


Section 41 S 
Notes 1-2 


contention that S. 413 mentions only a sentence of fine, etc., and does 
not, therefore, affect a case of two or more sentences of fine. In the later 
Calcutta cases 4 however, the above contention was rejected and it was 
held, that two sentences of fine must, in the aggregate, be above Rs. 50 
in order to avoid the bar of S. 413. This view has also been held by the 
Bombay , 5 * Madras 0 and Nagpur 7 High Courts and by the Sind Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court . 8 9 It is submitted that the latter view, though it 
might be unexceptionable under the old ss. 413 and 414, fails to take 
into consideration the inevitable effect of construing S. 415 read with 
Ss. 413 and 414 as they stand at present. 

A combination of sentences will give a right of appeal only if tho 
sentences are in the same trial and not in separate cases . 0 

On the question whether concurrent sentences of imprisonment 
■can be aggregated under S. 415 for escaping the bar of S. 413 and S. 414 
•(as it stood before the amendment) there was a difference of opinion. 
In some cases it was held 10 that such sentences could not be aggregated 
and in others that they could . 11 The amendment in 1923 of S. 35 of the 
Code has now settled the point by upholding the former view. 

2, Order for security to keep the peace. — The section says 
that the fact of a convicted person being ordered to furnish security to 
keep the peace will not alter the non -appealable nature of the sentences 
mentioned in Ss. 413 and 414. 1 In a case decided by the Rangoon High 
Court , 2 where in a summary trial an accused person was convicted and 
sentenced to three months imprisonment and was also ordered to give 
security for good behaviour under S. 31A of the Rangoon Police Act, it 
was held that an appeal lay under S. 408 and that the right thereto was 
not taken away by s. 414 (as it stood before the amendment) on the 


4. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 274 (274, 275) : 40 Cri L Jour G52 : I LR(1939) 1 Cal 325, 
Kali Gharan Sardar v. Adhar Mandal. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 551 (552) : 59 Cal 1131 : 33 Cri L Jour 704, Nawab Ali Eaji 
v. Joinab Bibi. (Two sentences of fine of Rs. 20 and Rs. 15 against an accused 
and of Rs. 20 and Rs. 30 against another — Held appeal barred.) 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 416 (416) : 27 Cri bJour323,ShidlijigappaGurulingappa 
v. Emperor. (Two sentences of fine of Rs. 50 and Rs. 30 — It was held that there 
was one sentence of fine exceeding Rs. 50.) 

B. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 111 (112) : 41 Cri L Jour 403 : I L R (1939) Mad 1035, In 
re Y enkataram ayya . 

I. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 264 (265) : 41 Cri L Jour 544, Provincial Government v. 
Bhivram Nanliya. (Case under S. 414.) 

8. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 40 (40) : 37 Cr, L.J. 4.55, Emperor v.HcmandasDcvansingh. 
(Case under S. 414.) 

9. (’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 51 (51, 52), Queen v. Morlcy Sheikh. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 3 (4) : 1 Beng L R A C Cr 3, Queen v. Nagardi Paramanilc. 

10. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 254 (254) : 40 Cal 631 : 19 1 C 510, Aziz Sheikhw. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 152 (152) : 23 Cri L Jour 225, Abdul Jabbar v. Emperor. 

(Magistrate of first class — Concurrent sentences of one month for each ofience — 
S. 413 held to apply.) 

II. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 877 (877) : 17 Ind Cas 813(Ca\), AbdulEhalek\. Emperor, 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 391 (392) : 11 Ind Cas 255 (Ca\),BcpinBchary Deyv . Emperor . 

Note 2 

1. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1054 (1055) : 7 Oudh Cas 338, Meghu v. Emperor. 

{’35) AIR 1935 Rang 363 (363) : 36 Cri L Jour 1510 : 13 Rang 287, Emperor v. 
Nga Tun Lu. 

•See also S. 106 Note 23 and S. 123 Note 2. 

2. (’08) 9 Cri L Jour 368 (369, 370) : 4 Low Bur Rul 359, Kathan v. Emperor. 
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ground that the said security was also ordered. It was observed that Section 513 

an appeal lay under s. 408 and that reading ss. 414 and 415 together an Note 2 
•appeal was barred under s. 415 only in cases where there was an order 
for security to keep the peace and hot where, under a special Act, there 
is an order for security for good behaviour. 


415A. Notwithstanding anything contained 
Special right of in this Chapter, when more persons 
•cas P e e s ? 1 m cerlam than one are convicted in one trial, 
and an appealable judgment or order has been passed 
in respect of any such persons, all or any of the 
persons convicted at such trial shall have a right of 
appeal. 

Synopsis 


1 . Scope and object. 

Ia. Sections 415A and 411. 


2. Sections 415A and 412, 

3. Sections 415A and 449. 


Section 515A 


1. Scope and object. — This section was newly introduced by 
-the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. It 
was intended to remove doubts that previously existed with regard to 
the right of appeal in cases where in the same trial appealable and 
non-appealable sentences were passed against different accused. In 
.some eases, the Courts were of opinion that the accused against 
whom a non-appealable sentence was passed was also entitled to 
•appeal , 1 and in other cases it was held that such accused had no right 
■of appeal . 2 The controversy is now set at rest by the enactment of 
■•S. 415A "which recognizes the right of appeal on behalf of an accused 
person against whom a non-appealable sentence is passed in a trial in 


Section 4 15 A — Note I 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 All 236 (237) : 38 All 395 : 17 Cr.L.J. 513, Lai Singh \. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lali 193 (194) : 1915 Pun Re No. 30 Cr : 17 Cr.L.J. 27, Emperor 

v. Naurati. 

■(’16) AIR 1916 Lab 302 (303) : 1916 Pun Re No. 16 Cr : 17 Cr.L.J. 173, Emperor 
v. Jaisulch. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 556 (557, 560) : 20 Cr. L. J. 545 : 4 Pat L Jour 435, Phaku 
Jha v. Emperor. (Per Atkinson, J., contra.) 

{’20) AIR 1920 Pat 802 (803) : 22 Cri L Jour 297, Bisxuanalh Singh v. Emperor. 
(Even though the accused had applied to Appellate Court only to refer his case to 
High Court for revision.) 

{’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 170 (171) : 15 Oudh Cas 386 : 19 I. C. 170, Shcopal v. Emperor. 
•(’08) 9 Cri L Jour 356 (358) : 4 Low Bur Rul 354 (PB), Ba Thaiu v. Emperor. 
•(’08) 9 Cri L Jour 368 (370) : 4 Low Bur Rul 359, Kathan v. Emperor. 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 All 372 (373) : 39 All 549 : 18 Cr. L. J. 684, Bfcoiav. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 410(411) : 39 All 293 : 18 Cr.L.J. 546, Husain Khan v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 609 (609) : 24 Cri L Jour 679, Jhagru r. Emperor. 

•(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 433 (434) : 15 Cri L Jour 371, In re Urnma Mudali. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 918 (918):40 Mad 591:18 Cr.L.J. 454, In rc V cnkatakrislinayya. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 1163 (1163) : 19 Cri L Jour 623, In re Annasami Madavan. 
(’17) AIR 1917. Sind 34 (35) : 10 Sind L R 156 : 18 Cri L Jour 72, TJnar Gools v. 
Emperor. 

(’70) 7 Bom H C R Cr 35 (37), Reg. v. Kaliibhai. 

.(’11) 12 Cr. L. J. 63 (63) : 9 Ind Cas 340 (Mad), In re Chode Balavi Ramaswami. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 95 (96) : 24 Cri L Jour 89, In re Mittoor Moideen Hajcc. 
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Notes 1-3 


■which, an appealable judgment is passed against any of the accused 
persons . 3 

The Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court has held that the words 
“appealable judgment” and “right of appeal” in the section should be 
read together and that the extent of the right of appeal is the same in 
the case of all the co-accused. So, where an appealable judgment is 
passed against A and there is no appealable judgment against B, and A 
is entitled only to appeal as regards his sentence and not as regards 
his conviction, B can also only appeal as regards the sentence, if any, 
passed against him and cannot appeal as regards his conviction . 4 But 
the Rangoon High Court has held that the section confers a general 
right of appeal and that although the co-accused’ (by virtue of whose 
right of appeal the other accused gets his right of appeal) can only 
appeal as to his conviction and not as to his sentence, the other 
accused can appeal as to both . 5 

la. Sections 51 55. and 411. — A and B are jointly tried and 
convicted by a Presidency Magistrate. A is sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment and B is dealt with under S. 562 without any sentence 
being passed against him, A is not entitled to appeal under this section 
because under the terms of S. 411, there being no sentence against B, 
there is no appealable judgment against B. (A himself cannot appeal 
because the sentence against him is not of the appealable level .) 1 

2. Sections 415A and 412. — A and B are jointly tried and both 
are convicted on their plea of guilty. But no sentence is passed on A 
and he is dealt with under S. 562. But an appealable sentence is passed 
against B. Can A appeal ? No ; the reason is that B himself can only 
appeal as to the extent or legality of the sentence passed against him, 
and A’s right of appeal cannot be more extensive than that of B and 
as no sentence at all has been passed against A, he cannot appeal . 1 

3. Sections 41SA and 449. — Where leave to appeal is granted 
under S. 449 of the Code to one of two accused persons jointly tried by 
the High Court sessions, leave to appeal should be granted to the 
other accused also by reason of the provisions of this section . 1 


3. (’31) AIE 1931 Cal 642 (643) : 59 Cal 19 : 33 Cr.L.J. 90, Alcabbcir Ali v.Emperor. 
(’25) AIE 1925 Cal 329 (332) : 52 Cal 463 : 26 Or. L. J. 455, Bahadur Molla v. 

Ismail. (Even where the appealable judgment is a proceeding under S. 562.) 
(’35) AIE 1935 Mad 157 (15S) : 58 Mad 517 : 36 Cr.L.J. 589, Mayandi v. Bala. 
[See also (’26) AIE 1926 Bom 382 (382) : 27 Cr. L. J. 873, Madhav v.Emperor.] 

4. (’31) AIE 1931 Sind 151 (152):25 SLE 337:32 Cr.L.J. 1142, Tejumalv.Emperor. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 223 (224) : 1940 RLE 381, Shankar Sukuly. The King. 

Note la 

I. (’37) AIE 1937 Cal 413 (414) : 3S Cr. L. J. 876 : I L E (1937) 1 Cal 123, Kali 
Kumar Mittcr v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. (’31) AIE 1931 Sind 151 (152) : 25 Sind L R 337 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1142, Tejumal 
Jagumal v. Emperor. (Words “appealable judgment” and “right of appeal” in 
section should be read together and the right of appeal should be the same in 
the case of both the co-accused.) 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 307 (308): 54 Cal 52 : 28 Cr. h. 3.481, Gallagher Emperor . 
(Though the other accused is not a European British subject.) 
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ORDER OF COMMITMENT 


Section 213 
Notes 5-5 


the Court of Session . 1 Where the offence is not exclusively triable by a- 
Court of Session, the reasons must disclose grounds, not only for not 
discharging the accused, but also for committing the case to the Court 
of Session instead of its being tried by the Magistrate himself . 2 As to 
what are proper grounds for committing a case, see Notes to Ss. 20G, 
207, 209 and 210. 

5. Power of Magistrate to cancel charge and discharge 
accused or to try him himself. — The enactment of sub-section (2) 
in the Code of 189S makes it clear that even after a charge is framed 
with a view to commitment, the Magistrate has power to cancel the 
charge and discharge the accused if, in view of the evidence of the 
defence witnesses examined subsequent to the charge, the Magistrate 
considers that there are not sufficient grounds for committing the case. 1 
The decisions prior to the Code of 189S, which held that the Magistrate 
had no such power, 2 are no longer good law. But the sub-section is 
only intended to provide for cases, in which the evidence recorded 
after a charge, so changes the aspect of the case as to leave no reason- 
able doubt that a conviction is not sustainable. It does not apply 
when the evidence merely casts some doubt on the case. 3 But when 
the Magistrate comes to the conclusion that the evidence of the 
defence witnesses, examined subsequent to the charge, rebuts that 
produced for the prosecution or renders it so incredible or unreliable 
that a conviction will not follow, he may act upon his opinion and pass 
an order of discharge. 1 See also S. 209 Notes 3 and 5, and S. 210 Note 5. 


Note 4 

1. [See (1865) 2 Sutli W R Cr Go (65), Queen v. Anderson. (Magistrate making 
an inquiry with a view to commit is bound to record specially the evidence on 
which the commitment is made.) 

(’66) 5 Sutli W R Cr 6 (G), Empress v. Eodai Eahar. (Magistrate in his grounds 
of commitment should specifically note with exactness and precision the proof 
against each particular prisoner and the manner in which it is supported.) 

(’66) 5 Sutli W R Cr 17 (18), Queen v. Ishur Manjcc. (Magistrate should give 
in the grounds of commitment particulars of the case — He should render his 
grounds of commitment a proper and complete act of accusation.)] 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 237 (238) : 3S Bom 114 : 14 Cr.L.J. 609, Emperor v. Nanji. 
(Omission to give reasons in such a ease is not a mere irregularity but illegality.) 

See also S. 347 Note 4. 

Note 5 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 547 (548) : 26 Cr.L.J. 520, Bishambhar Nath v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 U B 11 (11, 12): 3 U B R29 : 19 Cr.L.J. 102, Nga Hmyin v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 312 (312) : 15 Cr. L. J. 16, Arjun Nailc v. Bira Bhoi. (Com- 
mitment is not complete before commitment order is formally drawn up — Even 
after recording that the accused is committed, if before the commitment order is 
drawn up, accused’s pleader wants to examine witnesses and the committing 
Magistrate yields to his request, he can thereafter discharge the accused.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 486 (487, 4S8) : 7 Ind Cas 450 (Bom), Emperor v. Vcnhatcsh 
Sadashiv. (Mere framing of a charge as required by S. 210 is distinct from and 
does not amount to an order of commitment which has to be made under S. 213 
— The framing of the charge alone does not divest the Magistrate of his jurisdic- 
tion to proceed with the case and to try the case himself instead of committing it.) 

2. (’81) 1881 Rat 161 (162), In re Mari. 0 

3. (1900-02) 1 L B R 348 (348), Grown v. Bo Nyan. 

4. (’22) AIR 1922 All 168 (169):44 All 57:22 Cr.L.J. 703, Md. Abdul v. Baldco Sahai. 
(’15) AIR 1915 All 186(1S8):37 All 355:16 Cr.L.J. 429, Dharam Singh v. Joti Prasad. 
(’25) AIR 1925 All 670 (670) : 27 Cr. L. J. 2, Ahbar Ali v. Baja Bahadur. (This 

discretion is to be carefully exercised.) 
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41 6 .* (Saying of sentences on European British 
subjects.) Repealed by section 26 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, XII of 1923. 


4 1 7.t The Provincial Government a may direct 
• Appeal on behalf the Public Prosecutor to present an 
case G o°f V acquHtai. m appeal to the High Court from an 
original or appellate order of acquittal passed by any 
Court other than a High Court. 


a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

Synopsis 


1. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

2. “The Provincial Government.” 

3. “ May direct.” 

4. “ Public Prosecutor.” 


5. “ High Court.” 

6. Order of acquittal. 

7. Interlocutory orders. 

8. Limitation. See Authors’ Limita- 
tion Act, Article 157. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous ) 


Acquittal of serious charge though con- 
viction of some other charge. See 
Note G. 

Amendment of charges — Order — - If 
appealable. See Note 7. 

Appeal by accused as well as by Govern- 
ment. See Note 3. 

Dismissal for non-appearance under 
Section 247 — Is acquittal. See Note 6. 

High Court not to question power of 
Provincial Government. See Note 3. 

Inapplicable to Bengal Act, 12 of 1932. 
See Note 1. 

Legislative changes. See Note 1. 

No right of appeal to private person. 
See Note 2. 

Not controlling S. 439. See Note 1. 


Object is to remedy injustice and not to 
get High Court's opinion on abstract 
points of law. See Note 1. 

Order under Section 118— Not acquittal. 
See Note 6. 

Power of Provincial Government — 
Nature and exercise. See Note 3. 

Refusal to try for want of jurisdiction 
— No appeal. See Note 7. 

Sections 414 and 260 — Summary 
acquittal. See Note 1. 

Sessions Judge or District or Deputy 
Magistrate — No power in cases of 
acquittal. See Note 5. 

Who can move Provincial Government. 
See Note 2. 

Withdrawal of complaint under S, 248 
— Is acquittal. See Note 6. 


* Code of 1898 ; S. 416. 

41C. Nothing in sections 413 and 414 applies to appeals from sentences 
passed under Chapter XXXIII on European British subjects. 

1882 : S. 416; 1872 : S. 274, para. 3; 1861— Nil. 
f Code of 1882 : S. 417 — Same. 

Code of 1872 : S. 272, paras. 1 and 2. 


272. The Local Government may direct an appeal by the Public Prosecutor 
Nn anneal in rav nf or other officer specially or generally appointed in this 
- behalf, from an original or appellate judgment of acquit- 

tal ; but in no other case shall there be an appeal from a 
judgment of acquittal passed in any criminal Court. 


acquittal, except on 
behalf of Government. 


Such appeal shall lie to the High Court, and the rules of limitation shall not 
apply to appeals presented under this section, 

* * » 


Section 416 


Section 417 


Code of 1861 — Nil. 
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Section $17 
Notel 


1. Scope and applicability of the section. — Section 407 of the 
Code of 1861 prohibited appeals from a judgment of acquittal of any 
criminal Court and an order of acquittal was therefore conclusive . 1 
The extraordinary remedy of an appeal against an acquittal received a 
statutory recognition for the first time in 1872 2 in the interests of public 
safety, peace and order . 3 

But the Legislature has by no means overlooked the fact that an 
appeal against an acquittal is an exception to the general principle of 
criminal law, and is one which needs considerable safeguarding. Such 
safeguards are three in number, namely : — 

(a) that the right of appeal shall be exercised by the Provincial 

Government only, 

(b) that every such appeal shall he made through the Public 

Prosecutor, 

(c) that every such appeal shall he tried by the High Court 

only. 

Before, therefore, a person acquitted can undergo any further 
trial for the offence of which he has been acquitted, the highest 
executive authority must hold that it is desirable ; the highest legal 
authority must advise that it is legal and proper and the highest 
judicial authority must find that it is just that the order should be set 
aside . 4 

The object of the section is only to enable the Provincial 
Government to have a wrongful acquittal converted into a conviction 
or to have a re-trial and not to enable it to obtain from the High 
Court opinions on abstract questions which do not arise on the facts- 
established . 5 

The provisions of this section are not qualified by any restriction 
which may be derived from a consideration of the terms of S. 414; an 
appeal will, therefore, lie against an order of acquittal in a case tried 
summarily under S. 260.° This section does not control the powers of 

Section 417 — Note 1 

1. (’69) 11 Sutb W R Cr 29 (34) (FB), In re Gorachand Ghosc. 

(’66) 5 Sutb IV R Cr 2 (3), Queen v. Toyab Shcilcli. 

(’66) 5 Sutb TV R Cr 45 (46), Queen v. Gorachand. (Under S. 404 Court may set- 
aside judgment of acquittal for error in point of law.) 

(’67) 8 Sutb IV R Cr 47(49, 51, 52):BengLRSupVol. 750, Queen v. Sheikh Bazu - 
[Sec also (’72) 9 Bom H G R Cr 346 (354), Beg. v. Narayan Babaji.'] 

2 . (’31) AIR 1931 All 439 (441), Emperor v. Bam Adhin Singh. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 781 (788) : 1904 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, Emperor v. Ghattar Singh. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 674 (677, 678) : 17 C P L R 75, Emperor v. Mi. Gulbi. 

3 . (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 66(66):1909 P, R. No. 15 Cr: 4 1.C. 864, Emperor v. Earnaman. 
See also S. 423 Note 15. 

4. (’04) 1 Gr. L. J. 674 (684, 685) : 17 C P L R 75, Emperor v. Mt. Gulbi. 

5 . (’10) 11 Cr. L, J. 65 (65) : 4 I. C. 863 : 1909 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, Emperor v- 
Fatch Din. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 364 (371):11 1. C, 132: 1911 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, Emperor v. Kirn - 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 All 842 (844) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1229, Emperor v. Noor Ahmad, 
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the High Court under s. 439. 7 This section is inapplicable to cases of 
orders of acquittal passed by special Magistrates under Bengal Act 12 
of 1932 under which there is no right of appeal to the High Court. 8 

In an appeal against an order of acquittal, it is for the Government 
to show that the judgment appealed against is wrong. 0 

An order of acquittal made without jurisdiction may be set aside 
in appeal under this section. 10 

See : — S. 422, as to notices of appeal presented under this section ; 

S. 423, as to the powers of an appellate Court in disposing 
of an appeal presented under this section; 

S. 427, as to the arrest of an accused person in appeal from 
acquittal; and 

S. 431, for abatement of appeal under this section. 

2. "The Provincial Government." — It is only the Provincial 
Government that can prefer an appeal under this section. 1 The object 
of limiting the right of appeal against acquittals to the Provincial 
Government is to prevent personal vindictiveness from seeking to call 
in question judgments of acquittal by way of appeal, and to ensure 
that such interference shall take place only in cases where there has- 


7. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 159 (1G0) : 31 Cr. L. J. 584, Nalhumal v. Abdul Nag. 
(And reference can be entertained when Provincial Government has been moved 
to prefer appeal or having been moved has declined to prefer such appeal.) 

8. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 77G (77G) : GO Cal 1482 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1070, Superintendent 
and Remembrancer of Legal A ffairs v. Lttchmi Narayan. 

9. (’32) 33 Cr. L. J. 929 (930) : 139 I. C. 75G (Oudb), Emperor v. Paragi. (Appel- 
late Court must be slow to differ from opinion of trial Judge as regards testimony 
of witnesses unless there are good grounds for it.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Posh 129 (132) : 3G Cr. L. J. 443, Government Advocate, North- 
West Frontier Province v. Amir Hamza, (Where two opinions can be formed on 
the evidence and one of them has been formed by the trial Court, nppellate 
Court will not disagree even if the balance of probabilities be in favour of the 
oppositeopinion.) 

(’35) 36 Cr. L. J. 1243 (1245) : 157 I. C. GDI (Lab), Sultan v. Emperor. 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 69 (75), Local Government \\ M t. Guji. (When appellate 
Court does not consider the judgment of acquittal a perverse one, it will not 
interfere.)] 

10. (’28) AIR 1928 Rang 49 (49) : 5 Rang 710 : 29 Cr. L. J. 115, Emperor v. Nga- 
Lu Gale. (Accused pleading guilty of charge under S. 19(c), Arms Act — Convic- 
tion by First Class Magistrate — Acquittal by Sessions Court in appeal — Appellate 
order is without jurisdiction and High Court can set it aside.) 

[See (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 287 (288, 289) : 4 Low Bur Rul 49, Emperor v. Ycna. (Ac- 
quittal in incompetent appeal — Acquittal may be set aside — But in particular- 
circumstances of case High Court did not consider it necessary to do so.)] 

Note 2 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 16 (17) : 8 Low Bur Rul 356 : 17 Cri L Jour 91,. 
Graham <& Co. v. Elscy. (Application made by complainants in case to set aside 
order of acquittal cannot be entertained.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 628 (631) : 38 Mad 1028 : 15 Cri L Jour 236, In re Shinnu 
Goundan. (Appeals against acquittals cannot be limited to cases in which Court 
owing to error of law comes to wrong decision on evidence before it.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 388 (388) : 42 Cal 612 : 16 Cri L Jour 122, Fawjdar Thdkur ■ 
v. Easi Choudhuri. 

(’96) 23 Cal 975 (980), Queen-Empress v. Jabanulla. 


Section 417 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 417 
Notes 2-3 


been a miscarriage of justice so grave as would induce the Provincial 
Government tp move in the matter. 2 Consequently a private person has 
no right of appeal under this section. 3 But so far as the wording of 
this section is concerned, there is nothing in it to show who can move 
the Provincial Government to direct an appeal under this section. It 
is a matter of practice that the Provincial Government is and can be 
moved by private individuals or by the Police through the District 
Magistrate or by the latter himself as the head of the criminal 
administration in his district.' 1 

3. “May direct,” — The power given to the Provincial 
Government by this section is of an exceptional and unusual character. 
It should be sparingly used 1 and with circumspection, 2 care and 


2. (’94) 22 Cnl 164 (170), Deputy Legal Remembrancer v. Karuna Baislobi. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 16 (17) : 8 Low Bur Rul 356 : 17 Cri L Jour 91, Graham 

cf' Co. v. Elscy. 

[Sec (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 628 (631) : 38 Mad 1028 : 15 Cr.L.J. 236, In re Shinnu 
Gounclan .] 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 170 (173) : 23 Nag L R 40 : 28 Cri L Jour 523 , Slier Khan 
v. Anwar Khan. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 86 (86) : 8 Rang 671 : 32 Cri L Jour 929, Emperor v.Maung 
Tun Nyan. (Iligli Court satisfied that subordinate Court took erroneous view of 
evidence; it is bound to act on this evidence and convict the accused.) 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 100 (101) : 38 Cr.L.J. 665, Karachi Municipal Corporation 
v. Thaoomal Khushaldas. (The normal procedure for the party aggrieved is to apply 
to the District Magistrate, who will then refer the matter, if he thinks proper, 
to Government, and Government can if they think proper sanction proceedings 
under S. 417.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lnk 163 (166) : 24 Cri L Jour 433, AIul Singh v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 502 (503) : 45 Mad 913 : 23 Cr. L. J. 583 (FB), Sanharalinga 
Aludaliar v. Narayana Muclal'i. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 321 (322) ; 26 Cri L Jour 516, Anant Singh v. Hart Charan. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Sind 176 (176) : 30 Cri L Jour 251, Emperor v. Dito. 

(’92-95) 1 Upp Bur Rul 47 (47), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun IF«t. (District Magis- 
trate.) 

See also S. 439 Note 12. 


Note 3 


1. (’38) AIR 193S Sind SO (61) : 39 Cri L Jour 504 : 32 Sind L R 6S9, Emperor 
v. Gulab Shah. (Should be used only where there is no reasonable doubt upon 
record as to guilt of accused.) 

(’81) 4 All 148 (149) : 18S1 All W N 159, Empress of India v. Gayadin. (Judg- 
ment of acquittal honest and not unreasonable — Appeal against such judgment 
should be dismissed.) 

■(’31) AIR 1931 All 712 (716) : 32 Cri L Jour 1073, Emperor v. Baldco Kocri. (In 
respect of pure question of fact powers are enforced only in those cases where, 
through incompetence, stupidity or perversity of subordinate tribunal, such un- 
reasonable or distorted conclusions are drawn from evidence as to produce posi- 
tive miscarriage of justice.) 

■(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 217 (219) : 21 Cri L Jour 17, Emperor v. Sahharam Alan ji. 
(But discretion to exercise power appertains to Government and is not subject 
to control by High Court.) 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 335 (337) : 25 Cri L Jour 786, Emperor v. Hoti Khoda. (Do.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 8 (9) : 9 Sind L R 17 : 16 Cri L Jour 604, Emperor v. Kadir 
Bux. (Do.) 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 230 (230) : 34 Cr.L.J. 94S, Public Prosecutor v. Mayandi 
Nadar. 
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■caution . 20 It is a special weapon intended for exceptional occasions and 
which is to he only used after most anxious consideration and in 
cases which are themselves of great public importance or in which a 
principle is involved; it cannot be 'expected that the Government will 
dull the edge of that statutory provision by utilizing it freely in cases 
which are of no or little general interest . 3 The making of a direction 
under this section should be limited to those instances in which there 
is a grave miscarriage of justice 4 or where it is required in the interests 
-of justice and of the public . 6 

The exercise of the discretion is not subject to control by the High 
•Court and cannot be questioned in dealing with such appeals . 0 

Can an appeal under this section be preferred by the Provincial 
Government against an order of acquittal when an appeal preferred by 
"the accused against his conviction has already been heard and decided 
by the High Court ? This question can only arise in cases where an 
accused person is acquitted of a graver charge but convicted of a lesser 
■charge on the same facts. In such a case, both the Provincial 
Government and the accused person have a right of appeal. If both 
the appeals are preferred they should ordinarily be heard together; but 
if the appeal of the accused person is heard and decided by a High 
■Court before the Provincial Government has appealed, is the appeal of 
the Provincial Government barred? A Full Bench decision of the 


2a. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 108 (113) : 39 Ori L Jour G30 : ILB (1939) Kar 41, 
Emperor v. Pursumal Gcriinal. 

(’98) 21 All 122 (120) : 1898 All W N 208, Quccn-Emprcss v. Timmal. 

•(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 781 (790) : 1904 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, Emperor v. Cliattar Singh. 
.3. (’2G) AIR 192G Pat 17G (179) ■: S Pat 25 : 27 Cr. L. J. 235, Siban P.ai v. 
Bhagwant Dass. 

■(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 139 (140) : 7 Pat 579 : 30 Cri L Jour G73, Wazir Kunjra v. 
Emperor. 

■(’98) 1898 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 34 (35), Quccn-Emprcss v. Ehushal Singh. 

.(’11) 12 Cri L Jour 3G4 (370) : 111. C. 132 : 1911 Pun Re No. 10 Cr(FB ), Emperor 
Kirn. 

[But see (’39) AIR 1939 Lak 40G (409) : 40 Cr. L. J. 942, Sliamlal v. Chamanlal. 
(If a Judge or the Executive Government find that an obvious error in a deci- 
sion has been committed,' whether the question involved is of greater or lesser 
public importance, a case of injustice is established and one in which it is the 
duty of Government to make an appeal — Per Ram Lilli, J., in the order of 
reference.)] 

4. (’94) 22 Cal 164 (170), Deputy Legal Bemcmbranccr v. Earuna Baistobi. 

•(’31) AIR 1931 All 712 (716) : 32 Cri L Jour 1073, Emperor v. Baldeo Eoeri, 

-5. (’81) 4 All 148 (149, 150) : 1881 ATVN 159, Empress of India v. Gauadin. 
■(’94) 1G All 212 (214) : 1894 AWN 49, Quccn-Emprcss v. Bobinson. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 64 (64), Empress v. Wali Muhammad. 

(’3l) AIR 1931 All 439 (442), Emperor v. Bam Adhin Singh. 

•(’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 16 (17) : 8 Low Bur Rul 356 : 17 Cri L Jour 91, Graham 
cC Co. v. Elscy. 

[Sec (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 674 (684) : 17 C P L R 75, Emperor v. Mt. Gulbi.] 

[Sec also (’23) AIR 1923 Lala 601 (603):26 Cr.L.J. 337, GangaSingli v. Ramzan. 
(Complainants had remedy in Civil Courts.)] 

•6. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 674 (686) : 17 C P L R 75, Emperor v. Mt. Gvlbi. (Apart 
from the merits of the appeal itself.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 217 (219) : 21 Cri L Jour 17, Emperor v. Sahharam Manaji. 
•(’24) AIR 1924 Bom'335 (337) : 25 Cri L Jour 786, Emperor v. 'Moti Ehoda. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lab 41 (45) : 1917 Pun Re No. 43 Cr : 19 Cr. L. J. S5, Emperor 
v. Ajran. 

<(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 8 (9):9 Sind L R 17:16 Cr.L.J. 604, Emperor v. Eadir Bux. 
(Acquittal reversed.) 
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Note 3 
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Notes 3-5 


Nagpur Judicial Commissioner’s Court 7 has held, overruling the view 
of the samo Court in an earlier case, 8 that an appeal against an 
acquittal for a major offence can he preferred hy the Provincial 
Government although an appeal preferred by the accused against his 
conviction for a minor offenco has been heard and decided hy the High 
Court. But, where the appeal by the accused is pending hearing, it 
should be postponed, if in the opinion of the standing counsel for the 
Government it is likely that the Government will appeal against the 
acquittal so that both may be heard together. But it need not be 
postponed if there is only a possibility that the Government may desire 
to appeal. 

4. “Public Prosecutor.” — Under this section, it is the Public 
Prosecutor that is to be directed to present an appeal to the High 
Court. The term “Public Prosecutor” is defined in clause (t) of S. 4 (l) 
of the Code. Section 492 provides for the appointment generally or in 
any case or for any specified class of cases, one or more officers called 
“Public Prosecutors.” 1 Therefore, an appeal against an acquittal pre- 
sented to the High Court by the Superintendent and Remembrancer of 
Legal Affairs, Bengal, who by Notification has been appointed by the 
Provincial Government to be, by virtue of his office, Public Prosecutor 
in all cases heard by the High Court of Bengal in the exercise of its 
appellate jurisdiction, is not incompetent. 2 But the Legal Remem- 
brancer of Bengal cannot bo deemed to be the Public Prosecutor for 
the Province of Bebar, from the mere fact that he has been directed 
by the Government of Bebar and Orissa to present such an appeal 
without his being appointed as such and when there is already a 
Public Prosecutor for the Province of Bebar. 3 

5. “High Court.” — An appeal under this section lies only to 
the High Court. So a District Magistrate 1 or a Deputy Magistrate 2 or 


7. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 121 (124, 125) ; 2S Nag L R 233 : 33 Cri L Jour 8i9 (FB), 
Mohammadigul Hob ill a v. Emperor, {Contra Niyogi, A. J. C., agreeing with AIR 
1932 Nag 73.) 

See also S. 430 Note 1. 

8. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 73 (74) : 33 Cr. L. J. 72S, Emperor v. Modhia. (Overruled 
by AIR 1932 Nag 121.) 

Note 4 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 5G0 (5G0) : 41 Cal 425:15 Cri L Jour 46, Emperor v. Gaya 
Prasad. (Fact that certain person has been direoted to present appeal under this 
section does not involve his appointment ns Public Prosecutor.) 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 203 (203) : 40 Cal 544 : 20 Cri L Jour 170, Superintendent 
and Ptcmcmbranccr of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Tularam Barodia. 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 5G0 (5G0, 5G1) : 41 Cal 425 : 15 Cri L Jour 4G, Emperor 
v. Gaya Prasad. 

Note 5 

1. (’91) 1891 A W N 120 (120, 121), Empress v. JIardco Singh. 

(’03) 7 Cal W N 493 (494), Bishun Das Ghosc v. Emperor, 

(’07) 11 Cal W N xci (xci), Dwarha Nath Shaliu v. Emperor. 

(’83) 7 Mad 213 (214):2 Weir 477, Eangasiuami Ayyangarx. Narasimhulu Nayal:.. 

2. (’02) 2G Mad 478 (480) : 13 M L J 2G3 : 2 Weir 483, Sami Ayya v. Emperor . 
(Reversal by Deputy Magistrate of order acquitting accused on charge of theft is 
invalid.) 
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a Sessions Judge 3 has no right to entertain an appeal against an order 
of acquittal. 

6. Order of acquittal. — The words “conviction” and “acquittal” 
are not applied in the Code to an order under S. 118 and are inapplicable 
to it. Therefore, an order of a Sessions Judge setting aside the order 
of a Magistrate calling upon a person to furnish security for good 
behaviour is not an order of acquittal within the meaning of this 
section so as to enable the Provincial Government to prefer an appeal 
under this section. 1 

An order dismissing the complaint for the non-appearance of the 
complainant under S. 247 is an order of acquittal within the meaning 
of this section. 2 

The words ‘appellate order of acquittal’ mean and include all 
orders of an appellate Court by which a conviction is set aside. 3 

The ‘acquittal’ contemplated in the section need not be on all the 
charges made against the accused. The Provincial Government is not 
deprived of its right to appeal in cases where an accused person has 
been acquitted of a serious charge merely because at the same trial, he 
was convicted of a less serious charge. 4 So, where an accused charged 
with a serious charge is acquitted of that charge but is convicted of a 
less serious one, it is open to the Government to prefer an appeal so 
far as the charge on which he was acquitted is concerned. 6 The view 
held in the undermentioned cases 0 that an ‘acquittal’ means a complete 
'acquittal on all the charges is no longer correct since the decision of 
the Privy Council in Kishan Singh v. Emperor . 7 

7. Interlocutory orders. — There is no appeal provided against 
any interlocutory order. So where a Sessions Judge declines to try a 

3. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 700 (701): 1 A L J 415, Sayid Khan v. Emperor. (Order of 
acquittal passed by Magistrate without any charge being framed or evidence for 
defence taken.) 

(’98) 2 Cal W N cclvi (cclvii), Baroda Nath v. Karait Sheikh. 

[See also (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 575 (576):12 I. C. 839 (All), Darhari Mai v. Emperor.} 

Note 6 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 All 1 (1, 2) : 29 Cr. L. J. 92, Emperor v. Baba Ram. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 329 (329, 330) : 1 Luck 231 : 27 Cr. L. J. 626, Emperor v. 
Samai Been. (But Local Government has right to apply in revision.) 

(’83) 9 Cal 878 (879), Ohand Khan v. Empress. 

2. See Note 7 to S. 247. 

3. (’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 41 (41), Govt, of Bengali. Gokool Chunder Chondry. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 723 (725) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1364, Siiaram v. Emperor. 

5. (’28) AIR 1928 P C 254 (256) : 50 All 722 : 55 Ind App 390 : 29 Cr. L. J. 828 
(PC), Kishan Singh v. Emperor. (Ss. 302 and 304.) 

(’77) 2 Cal 273 (276,277), Empress of India v. J udoonath Gangooly. (Ss. 302 and 304.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lak 338 (340) : 32 Cr. L. J. 56, Emperor v. Sada Singh. (S. 302 
and Ss. 302/109.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 723 (725): 26 Cr, L. J. 1364, Siia Ram v. Emperor. (Ss. 396 
and 395.) 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 230 (231): 29 Cr.L.J. 905, Emperor v. Giam Singh. (Change 
of conviction from S. 353 to S. 352 does not amount to acquittal under S. 353 
and no appeal lies.) 

[Sec (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 369 (370) : 8 Lah 136 : 28 Cr. L. J. 508 (508), Fasal 
Khan v. Emperor. (Trial under S. 302 — Conviction under S. 304 does not 
amount to acquittal under S. 302.)] 

7. (’28) AIR 1928 P C 254 (256) : 50 All 722 : 55 Ind App 390 : 29 Cr. L. J. 828 
(PC). 
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Section 418 


case on the ground of want of jurisdiction, there is no order of acquittal 
and no appeal lies against such an order . 1 On the question whether 
it is open to the Government to prefer an appeal on an order of the 
Sessions Judge refusing to amend or add new charges, there is a 
difference of opinion. In Queen-Empress v. Yaji Bam , 2 Telang, J., 
held that “the appeal allowed was only from any original or appellate 
order of acquittal and the order refusing to allow additional charges is 
not an order which falls within those terms especially when it is not 
even an order which can be said to form the basis of the order of 
acquittal or a necessary condition of its tonability.” 

However, in Emperor v. Stewart , 3 while Bupchand Bilaram, 
A. J. C., agreed with this view of Telang, J., Kincaid, J. C., held 
that although the section gives no power of appeal against an order 
refusing to amend charges, if such order is followed by an original 
or appellate order of acquittal, the Provincial Government may direct 
an appeal to ho presented. 

8. Limitation. — See Authors’ Commentaries on Limitation Act, Art. 157. 

4- 1 S.* (1) appeal may lie on a matter of 
Appeal on what fact as well as a matter of law, except 
matters admissible, ^pere the trial was by jury, in which 

case the appeal shall lie on a matter of law only. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub- 
section (1) or in section 423, sub-section (2), when, in 
the case of a trial by jury, any person is sentenced to 
death, any other person convicted in the same trial 
with the person so sentenced may appeal on a matter 
of fact as well as a matter of law. 

Explanation . — The alleged severity of a sentence 
shall, for the purposes of this section, be deemed to 
be a matter of law. 

The original section 418 was renumbered as sub-section (1) of that section 
and sub-s. (2) was newly inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure 
(Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

Synopsis 

1. Scope and applicability of the section. 

2. Trial by jury. 

3. “On a matter of law only.” 

4. Sub-section (2). 

* 1882 ; S. 418; 187 2 ; S. 271; 1861 : S. 408. 

Note 7 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 169 (170) : 13 Ind Cas 921 : 34 All 118, Emperor v. Bam 
Narcsh Singh. 

See S. 404 Note 1. 

2. (’92) 16 Bom 414 (428). 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 28 (29) : 21 Sind L R 55 : 27 Cri L Jour 1217. (But see 
Rupoliand Bilaram, A. J. C., p. 39.) 
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Section 518 
Note 1 


i. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section 
provides that an appeal will lie on a matter of fact as well as a 
matter of law, except where the trial is by jury in which case an 
appeal will lie on a matter of law only. 

The section applies equally to all criminal appeals, whether 
made by the Provincial Government against an acquittal or made 
by accused person against a conviction . 1 Thus, where in a jury case 
the Provincial Government preferred an appeal against an acquittal 
on questions of fact, it was held that the appeal was incompetent . 2 
But, in a case tried by a Judge with the help of assessors 3 or by a 
Magistrate , 4 it is competent for the Provincial Government to appeal 
against an acquittal both on the question of law and on the question 
of fact. The section does not, in any way, curtail the powers of the 
High Court to deal with questions of fact as well, in a jury case, in 
a reference under s. 307 5 or under s. 874° of the Code. 

Section 418 — Note 1 

1. (’98) 20 All 459 (464) : 1898 AWN 117, Queen-Empress v. JPrag Bat. 

(’38) Ant 1933 All 535 (538) : 55 All 689 : 35 Cr.L.J. 360, Emperor v. Slico Bayal. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 674 (678, 679) : 17 C P L R 75 (92), Emperor v. il It. Gulbi. 
(’30) AIR 1936 Oudh 108 (109) : 36 Cri L Jour 1467 (1469), Emperor v. Tchri. 

2. (’84) 10 Cal 1029 (1030), Govt, of Bengal v. Paramcshwar Mulliclc. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 108 (109) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1407 (1469), Emperor x.Tchri. (Nopoint 
other than one of law allowed to be raised on either side at hearing of appeal.) 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 All 535 (538) : 55 All 689 : 35 Cri L Jour 360, Emperor x. Slico 
Daijal. (All that the appellate Court has to see is whether offence charged is 
proved against the accused.) 

4. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 499 (500) : 4 Ind Cas 124 (Cal), Govt, of Bengal x.Gannoo. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 687 (687) : 17 Cr.L.J. 9, Deputy Legal Bcmembrancer, Behar 

x. Matuhdhari Singh. (There are no speeinl rules for dealing with evidence in 
such appeal on questions of fact.) 

5. (’S7) 9 All 420 (424, 425) : 1887 All W N 39, Quccn-Emprcss v. Macarthy. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 173 (175) : 39 All 348 : 18 Cr.L.J. 491, Ikrammuddin v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 All 207 (211): 50 All 625 : 29 Cr.L.J. 353 (FB), Emperor x.Shcra. 

(No allegation of misdirection by trial Judge or misunderstanding of law by jury 
—High Court can revise verdict.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 1 (4) : 11 Beng L R 14, Queen v. Eoonjo Seth. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 401 (402) : 6 Lah 98 : 26 Cri L Jour 1241, Emperor v. Bivtal 
Parshad. (High Court can interfere though finding of jury is not perverse or 
manifestly wrong.) 

See also S. 307 Note 11. 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 162 (163, 164) : 31 S L R 82 : 38 Cr.L.J. 808, Kliadim x. 
Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (83) : 37 Cr.L.J. 394 : 63 Cal 929, Bcnoyendra Ghandra v. 
Emperor. 

(’97-98) 2 Cal W N 49 (50), Queen-Empress v. Chairadhari Goala. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 625 (628) : 26 Cri L Jour 5, Hasscnullah Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 (86, 87) : 15 Sind L R 103 : 23 Cri L Jour 33 (F B), Gul 
x. Emperor. (High Court can go behind unanimous verdict of jury and substitute 
its own verdict.) 

[■See (’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 57 (57), Queen x. Jaffir AH.] 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Assessor case tried by jury. See Noto 2. 

Inadmissible evidence or want of evi- 
dence — Question of law. See Note 3. _ 

Misdirection — Non-direction — Matter 
of law. See Note 3. 

One charge by jury and another as 
assessors. See Note 2. 

Petition to state illegalities. See Note 2. 


Questions of fact in a jury case — When 
considered by High Court. See Note 1. 

Section inapplicable to assessor cases or 
to trial by Magistrates. See Note 1. 

Sufficiency of evidence — Question of 
fact. See Note 3. 

Verdict of jury — Final on facts. See 
Note 2. 
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Notes 1-2 


The section does not apply to cases tried by a jury in a High 
Court or a Court of Session under the provisions of chapter xxxm 
of the Code. In those cases, under S. 449, an appeal lies to the High 
Court on a matter of fact as well as a matter of law. See S. 449 and 
Notes thereunder. 

The section does not confer a right of appeal from the verdict 
and judgment in a trial held at the sessions of the High Court. 7 But 
a Judge of the Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court sitting in its 
Sessions Court jurisdiction is a Sessions Judge and an appeal lies to 
the Judicial Commissioner's Court against a conviction recorded on a 
trial held before him sitting with a jury. 8 See also S. 2CG Note 4. 

2. Trial by jury. — An appeal under this section in cases tried by 
jury lies on matters of law only and the appellate Court cannot go into 
the facts of the case. 1 Where facts are in issue the verdict of a jury 
is absolutely final and must he given effect to. The section jealously 
guards the right of the accused to the finality of the verdict of the 
jury, so that an appellate Court cannot, by going into a question of 
fact, substitute its own opinion for the verdict of the jury. la 

7. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 67(09) : 13 Rang 104 : 36 Cr. L. J. 595 (FB), II. TF. Scott v. 
Emperor. 

8. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (211, 212) : 41 Cri L Join- 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Sncaram x. Emperor. (Sentence passed by a Judge of Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court sitting in its Sessions Jurisdiction — Appeal lies to Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court on point of law only.) 

Note 2 

1. See (’GG) 6 Suth W R Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Grishchundcr Bundoo. (A person 
tried by a jury is entitled to an appeal on the facts if the offence was commit- 
ted before the passing of the Penal Code.) 

In. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (458, 460): I L R (1939) Bom 618 : 41 Cr. L. J. 176, 
Emperor v. JMna Soma.' (To lightly interfere with verdict of a jury with which 
Sessions Judge has agreed would bo to reduce trial by jury in India to a farce.) 
(’37) AIR 1937 All 195 (196): ILR (1937) All 419 : 38 Cr.L.J. 465, Manjiax. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 173 (175, 176) : 39 All 348 : 18 Cri L Jour 491, Ikarammud- 
din x. Emperor. (Appellate Court cannot look at evidence and find accused guilty 
of offence with which ho was not charged and which was not laid before jury.) 
(’94) 1894 Rat 730 (732), Queen-Empress v. Balappa. (The section gives finality 
to verdict of jury when there has been no error of law nor misdirection.) 

(’01) 25 Bom G80 (692) : 3 Bom L R 278 (FB), King-Emperor v. Parhhusankar. 
(The words in section “where trial was by jury” mean “where trial in fact was 
by jury” and not “where trial should have been by jury”.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 514 (518) : 46 Cal 895 : 20 Cri L Jour 324, Bomeshchandra 
v. Emperor. (Evidence prejudicial to accused wrongly admitted — Judge directing 
jury to discard it — Verdict of guilty by jury — Conviction should bo set nside.) 
(’84) 10 Cal 1029 (1030), Govt, of Bengal x. Paramcshwar Miillick. 

(’94) 21 Cal 955 (976, 977), Wafadar Khan x. Queen Empress. 

(’97) 25 Cal 230 (231), Mi Faker v. Queen-Empress. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 193 (195) : 10 Ind Cas 684 (Cal), Bashidazzaman v. Emperor. 
(1SG5) 2 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), Queen x. Gopaul Dass. 

(’67) S Suth W R Cr 3 (3), Queen v. Mt. Bhoodcca. 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 2G (2G), Queen v. Shuruffooddccn. 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 19 (20), Queen v. Button Dass. (No evidence before jury on 
which accused could be convicted — Yordict of guilty cannot bo sustained.) 

(’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 45 (46), Queen x. Nidhceram Bagdce. 

(’90) 14 Mad 36 (37, 38) : 2 Weir 390, Queen-Empress v. Chinna Tcvan. 

(’84) 2 Weir 488 (488), In re Govt. Pleader. (Want of accuracy in stating effect 
of ovidcnco may amount to misdireotion in law.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 171 (171) : 6 Luck 705 : 32 Cri L Jour 858, Mangal Singh 
x. Emperor. (Severity of sentence is matter of law.) 
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The power to cancel a charge and discharge the accused applies 
only before the case is committed. Once the case has been committed, 
the Magistrate becomes functus officio and cannot thereafter change 
his mind and cancel the commitment or discharge the accused.” 
Moreover, the Magistrate's power under the sub-section arises only in 
cases where he has taken further evidence after the framing of the 
charge; where he has not taken such further evidence, lie cannot 
cancel the charge once framed and discharge the accused. 0 The power 
of cancelling a charge once framed and discharging the accused does 
not apply to trials of warrant- cases; the only course open to a Magis- 
trate who, after framing a charge in such cases finds that the charge 
is unsustainable, is to acquit the accused’: tee s. 25S and Notes 
thereunder; see also Note l, and Notes to section 210 . 

6. “After hearing the witnesses for the defence.” — As has 
been seen in Note 5 , the power of the Magistrate under sub-s.(2) to 
cancel the charge and discharge the accused arises only in eases in 
which, after framing the charge, the Magistrate examines further 
defence witnesses ; where further evidence is not taken by him, he 
cannot cancel the charge and discharge the accused. 1 

As to whether the phrase “witnesses for defence” in sub-s.(2) is 
wide enough to cover evidence elicited by cross-examination of 
prosecution witnesses, see Note 7. 

7. Right of accused to cross-examine prosecution witnesses 
after charge is framed. — Under the general principles of evidence 
(see Evidence Act, section 13S) and the specific provision contained in 
S. 208, sub-section (2), the accused, in preliminary inquiries in sessions 
cases, is entitled as of right to cross-examine the witnesses for the 
prosecution. Ordinarily, the cross-examination of each witness must 
be made immediately after his examination-in-chief is over; it cannot 

5. (’05) 2 Cal L Jour 33a (33n), Jl takaru Das v. Jogeswar Singh. (Accused com- 
mitted to Sessions upon certain charges — Committing Magistrate has no jurisdic- 
tion to take further evidence to cancel some of the charges and to try the accused 
on the remaining charges.) 

(1865) 2 SuthWBCr57 (57), Queen v. Salim Sheik. (Committal once made cannot 
bo annulled by allowing the prosecutor to file a compromise.) 

(’81) 4 All 150 (152) : 1881 A IV N 1G7, Empress of India v. Janghir. (Do.) 

See also S. 215 Note 7 and S. 345 Note 15. 

6. (’02) 2 Low Bur Kul 140 (140), Eing-Emperor v. Ega Po Saw. 

7. (’25) AIB 1925 Oudh 547 (547, 548) : 26 Cri L Jour 520, Bishambarnath v. 
Emperor. (Magistrate finding that there is no proof that accused has committed 
a part of the offence hut that there arc prima facie grounds for believing that ho 
committed the other part and that the circumstances require a commitment to 
the sessions. In committing the case to the sessions with regard to the latter 
part of the offence, the Magistrate cannot discharge the accused with reference 
to the former part of the offence but must acquit the accused. It is only in res- 
pect of the offence which is committed to the sessions that the proceedings are 
taken out of the purview of Chap. 21 under S. 347 and with reference to the other 

' part of the offence, the procedure under that chapter alone should be followed 
and after a charge is framed an accused can only be acquitted and cannot be 
discharged. S. 347 does not authorize such a discharge.) 

Note 6 

1. (’03) 2 Low Bur Bui 140 (140), King-Emperor v. Ega Po Saw. 
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The words “where the trial was by jury" mean “where the trial 
was in fact held by jury” and not “where the trial ought to have 
been held by jury” and, therefore, where the accused is tried by a 
jury in a case which ought to have been tried with the aid of assessors, 
trial will be treated as one by a jury and no appeal lies except on a 
matter of law , 2 The contrary view held in the undermentioned decisions 3 
nan no longer be considered to be good law. 

Where an accused person is tried on one charge by a jury and on 
another charge by the Judge, with the aid of the same jury as assessors, 
an appeal will lie against conviction on the latter charge on a question 
of fact as well as on a question of law . 4 In the undermentioned case 6 
it was held that where the charge tried by the jury and the charge 
tried by the Judge with the aid of the same jury as assessors are so 
connected together that, if the facts relating to the former charge 


•(’34) AIR 1934 Oudli 122 (122) : 35 Cri L Jour 566, Shubrati v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 379 (381): 11 Pat 143:32 Cr. L. J. 1197, Aghore Dutta v. Emperor. 
(’98) 2 Cal W N 702 (718), Queen-Empress v. Bliairab Cliundcr. 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1186 (1189) : 51 Mad 956: 30 Cri L Jour 317 (PB), Veerappa 
■Goundan v. Emperor. 

[ See (’66)5 Suth W R Cr 40 (40), Queen v. Hullodhur Ghosh. (Rejection of appeal 
preferred out of time.] 

See also S. 423 Note 40. 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (57, 65, 66): I L R (1938) 1 Cal 290: 39 Cri L Jour 161, 
Golokc Bchari v. Emperor. (Per Me Nair. J.; Biswas, J. contra.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 756 (759, 760) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 315 : 39 Cri L Jour 182, 
Ekabbar Mandal v. Emperor. 

(’01) 25 Bom 680(688 to 6di):3BomLB,218(FB), King-Emperor v.Parbusankar. 
(Per Jenkins, C. J.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 128 (129, 130):55 All 68:34 Cr. L. J. 441, Dakhni v. Emperor. 
(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 30 (31) : 2 I. C. 480: 33 Bom 423, Mavsing Bechar v. Emperor . 
(Some offences triable by jury — Some offences triable by jurors as assessors — All 
offences tried by jury.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 134 (135) : 27 Cr. L. J. 650, Emperor v. Gulabchand Dosaji 
(Accused charged under S. 412 may be convicted under S. 411 though not charged.) 
(’03) 26 Mad 243 (246, 248) : 2 Weir 463, Pattikadan Ummaru v. Emperor. (Per 
Bhashyam Ayyangar, J.; Benson, J. contra — Trial by jury for offence triable by 
jury — Acquittal — Opinion of guilt in respect of offences not triable by jury — 
Conviction — Appeal on facts.) 

(’85) 9 Mad 42 (43, 44), Queen-Empress v. Lekshmana. 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 776 (776), Earuppa Tlievan v. Emperor. (Trial by jury in- 
stead of with assessors is not invalid — Accused who does not take objection in 
trial Court cannot complain afterwards.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 555 (557), Surja Eurmi v. Queen-Empress. 

(’79) 4 Cal L Rep 405 (408), In re Bhootnath Bey. 

[See (’31) 1931 Mad W N 129 (130), P.amanna v. Emperor. (Obiter).] 

■See also S. 269 Note 3. 

3. (’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), Queen v. Narkoo. 

•(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 30 (30), Queen v. Doorga Churn Sliomc. (Judge’s charge was 
treated as his judgment.) 

(’78) 3 Cal 765 (766), Empress v. Mohim Clmnder Bai. (Error of procedure not 
affecting merits of case ought not to affect prisoner’s right of appeal.) 

(’93) 1S93 Rat 961 (962), Queen-Empress v. Lalbu. 

(’96) 20 Mad 243u (243u): 2 Weir 709 : 6 Mad L Jour 14 (16), Muthusamy Pillai 
v. Queen-Empress. 

(’33) 1838 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 33 (33), Skilling v. Empress. (Appeal heard on 
merits of conviction by lower Court.) 

[See (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 32 (32), Queen v. Abdool Earecmi] 

4. (’13) AIR 1918 Mad 821 (822): 18 Cr.L.J.,346, Earuppa Goundanv. Emperor. 

5. (’40) 1940 N L J 565 (567, 568), Zlonjilal v. Emperor. (In a case when a man 
is on trial for his life every ambiguity in the law of procedure should be resolved 
in his favour.) 
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Notes 2-3 


cannot be challenged, the conclusion will be irresistible that the 
conviction on the latter charge is properly made, the appellant can 
challenge the facts on which his conviction on the former charge is- 
based. As appeals in cases tried by a jury can only be on a point of law, 
every petition of appeal should state distinctly in what respect the. 
law has been contravened. It is not for the Court to hunt through the 
records and find out any illegality that may arise . 0 

3. "On a matter of law only." — A indirection or non- 
direction by the Judge to the jury is a matter of law. If the verdict 
has been influenced by evidence, which was inadmissible or proceeds- 
on no evidence at all, this is again a matter of law . 3 But the reception 
of inadmissible evidence which has not influenced the verdict does not- 
vitiate the trial . 2 

The sufficiency or otherwise of evidence is not a matter of law ; 
whether the jury believes the evidence to be sufficient or not is a pure 
question of fact . 3 

The explanation to the section recognizes another matter of 
law, namely, the alleged severity of a sentence . 4 See also the under- 
mentioned cases . 0 


6. (1SG4) 1 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Gopaul Bhcrccioala . 
See also S. 419 Note G. 

Note 3 


1. (’30) AIR 1930 All 24 (2G): 31 Cri L Jour 33, Emperor v. Mohammad. 

(’03) 27 Bom G2G (G32): 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Yaman Shivram. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr G (G), Queen v. Cliand Bagdee. (Conviction on no evidence.) 
(’71) 15 Suth W It Cr 4G (47), Queen x.Bahar AliEahar. (Total absence of all evi- 
dence to show that prisoner had committed crime.) 

(’90) 17 Cal G42 (G67) (FB), Quccn-Emprcss v. O'Hara. (Judge read to jury state- 
ments which had not been admitted in evidence.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 295 (29G) : 33 Cri L Jour 477, Oolam Asphia v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 191G Mad 851 (854) : 39 Mad 449 : 1G Cr.L.J. 294, Annavi Mnthiriyan 
v. Emperor. (Admission of inadmissible evidence without warning jury.) 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 P C 155 (1G4) : 15 Cri L Jour 32G (P C), Ibrahim v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 247 (251) : 9 Pat 474 : 31 Cr.L.J. 721, Sohrai Sao v. Emperor. 

3. (1S65) 2 Suth W It Cr 3 (3), Queen v. Muddun Sirdar. (Deposition of single- 
credible witness is sufficient in law.) 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 171 (171) : G Luck 705 : 32 Cr.L.J. S58, Mangal Singhv. 
Emperor. (Conviction under Ss. 36G/3G8, Penal Code — Sentence of seven years’' 
rigorous imprisonment.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 239 (239) : 3 Rang 220 : 2G Cri L Jour 1371, U Zagriya v. 
Emperor. (Overruled in AIR 1935 Rang G7 ( F B), on another point.) 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (212) : 41 Cr.L.J. 2S : I L R (1940) Ear 249, Scwaram 
v. Emperor. (Burden of proving innocence put on accused — It is error of law.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 195 (19G) : I L R (1937) All 419 : 38 Cri L Jour 465, Manja v. 
Emperor. (Judge supposing that he had no jurisdiction to disagree with verdict 
of jury — It is a matter of law.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 268 (2G9) : 37 Cr. L. J. 749, Bhidcshi v. Emperor. (Sessions 
Judge has jurisdiction to hold inquiry into the alleged misconduct of juror. The 
question -whether the Judge should or should not hold an inquiry is a matter 
within his discretion and the High Court will not interfere in appeal unless it is 
convinced that the Sessions Judge exercised a wrong discretion.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 827 (828) : 30 Cri L Jour 54, Abdul Barih v. Emperor. (Jury 
practically abdicating their functions in favour of the Judge — Retrial ordered.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 130 (131) : 31 Cr. L. J. 771, Osman Gani v. Emperor. (It is a 
question of fact whether a statement made to a police-officer in the course of an 
investigation comes under S. 162 or is made by way of complaint to commence 
an investigation under S. 154.) 
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4. Sab -section (2). — This sub-section was added in 1923. Before Section 918- 

that it was held in a series of cases 1 that where in a trial by jury, of Note 9 
several accused, one of the accused was sentenced to death and others 
to lesser punishments, and all of .them appealed, the High Court, on a 
reference under S. 874 in respect of the person sentenced to death, could 
go into the facts, but in dealing with the appeals of other persons, 
they must be confined to matters of law and could not enter into the 
facts. This anomaly has been removed by the insertion of this 
sub-section which provides that when in the case of a trial by jury, 
one person is sentenced to death, and another to lesser punishment, 
the second accused may appeal on a matter of fact as well as on a 
matter of law. 2 3 4 5 


4 1 9 . * Every appeal shall he made in the 
Petition of appeal, form of a petition in writing pre- 
sented by the appellant or his pleader, and every 
such petition shall (unless the Court to which it is 
presented otherwise directs) be accompanied by a 
copy of the judgment or order appealed against, and, 
in cases tried by a jury, a copy of the heads of the 
charge recorded under section 367. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. Copy of judgment to accom- 

pany. 

3. Who can present petition of 

appeal. 

4. Presentation to be in person. 

5. To whom appeal should be pre- 

sented. 


6. Contents of petition. 

7. Form of petition. 

8. Withdrawal of appeals. 

9. Limitation. 

10. Stamp. 

11. Petition in non-appealable cases. 

12. Territorial jurisdiction. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 
Absence of completed judgment. See 
Note 2. 


Accused to be asked of their intention 
to appeal. See Note 9. 

Accused with conflicting interests — No 
appeal by same pleader. See Note 3. 

Additional points by supplementary 
petition. See Note G. 

Allegation against capacity of jurors — 
Affidavit in time to file counter-affi- 
davit before hearing. Sec Note 7. 


Appeal out of time. See Note 9. 

Dispensation with copy of judgment. 
See Note 2. 

False statement in appeal petition No 

offence. See Note G. 

Form of appeal applicable to jail appeals 
also. See Note 1. 

Form, even if no grounds. See Note 7. 

Illegalities inatrial by jury. See Note 6. 

Irrelevant or scandalous matters about 
trial Judge, See Note G. 


Section 919> 


* 1882 : S. 419 ; 1872 : S. 275 ; 1861 : S. 416. 


Note 4 

1. (’98) 2 Cal W N 49 (53), Queen-Empress v. Ghalradhari Goala. 

(’73) 19 Suth W B Cr 57 (57), Queen v. Jajfir Ali. 

(’24) AIB 1924 Cal G25 (G28) : 26 Cri L Jour 5, Hasscnulla Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 (86, 87) : 15 Sind L R 103 : 23 Cri L Jour 33 (F B), Gul 
v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AER 1937 Sind 162 (164) : 31 Sind L B 82 : 38 Cr. L. J. 808, Khadim v. 
Emperor. (S. 376 of the Code should be read with S. 418 (2).) 

(’33) AIB 1933 Cal 426 (429) : 34 Cri L Jour 533 (S B), Asraf Ali v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIB 1932 Pat 302 (302, 303) : 34 Cri L Jour 83, Emperor v. Eashbehari Lai. 
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Legislative changes. See Note 3. 

Limitation in civil and criminal ap- 
peals. See Note 9. 

Memo of appearance. See Note 3. 

No verification of appeal petition need- 
ed. See Note 7. 

Non-mention of plea in memo of appeal 
— Allowed, if whole trial vitiated. See 
Note 6. 


Putting in petition box — No presenta- 
tion. See Note 4. 

Rejection of appeal for want of copy of 
judgment. See Note 2. 

Sending by post. See Note 4. 

Single judgment in joint trial of several 
accused — Single or separate appeals. 
See Note 7. 

Three accused — Appearance by a plea- 
der — Presentation by another pleader 
for one accused only. See Note 3. 


1. Scope of the section. — Section 420 deals with the presentation 
of appeals from jail. This section is general and prescribes the form 
in which a petition of appeal, whether from jail or otherwise, is to be 
presented. 1 

Where an appeal is presented through the officer in charge of the 
jail under S. 420 and is dismissed summarily under S. 421, no further 
appeal 'can he brought under this section. 2 Nor does an appeal lie 
from the order of the High Court, dismissing the previous appeal 
under s. 421. 8 See also Note 9 to s. 421. 


2. Copy of judgment to accompany. — Every petition of appeal 
should normally be accompanied by a copy of the judgment. 1 The 
absence of a complete judgment in the record is, however, not a ground 
for refusing to entertain the appeal. 111 

Where a petition of appeal is not accompanied by a copy of the 
judgment, the appeal may he rejected. 2 

The Court may, however, in its discretion, in proper cases, dispense 
with the copy of the judgment. 3 Where three accused preferred a joint 
appeal with a single copy of judgment, but furnished stamps necessary 
for three separate copies of judgment, it was held that the Court should, 
in exercise of the discretion, dispense with separate copies of judgment 
and hear the appeal. 4 Similarly, where the full order appealed against 
was furnished along with one of the connected applications, it was held 
that the production of the judgment in other applications might be 
dispensed with. 6 

3. Who can present petition of appeal. — Under the Code 
of 1872, there was no specific provision as to who should present an 
appeal and it was held that any person authorized by the appellant 

Section 419 — Note 1 

1. (’91) 13 All 171 (179) : 1891 A W N 48 (F B), Queen-Empress v. Pohpi. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 369 (371) : 41 Cri L Jour 711, Jodha v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 219 (222) : 37 Or. L. J. 362 : 12 Luck 30, Bam Jas v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 426 (427, 430) : 37 Cri L Jour 58 : 14 Pat 392, Pern Mahton v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 426 (427, 430) : 37 Cr. L. J. 58 : 14 Pat 392, Pern Mahton 
v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. Sec (’74)1874RatS2 (82, 83). (Copyin prisoner’s own language is sufficient.) 
la. (’79) 2 Weir 438 (439). 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 206 (207) : 50 All 299 : 35 Cri L Jour 441, Bansgopal v. 
Emperor. (Order rejecting appeal is not judgment within meaning of S. 369.) 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 614 (614, 615): 30 Cr. L. J, 235, Parmanand\. Mohan Lai. 

4. (’03) 5 Bom L R 704 (704), Emperor v. Sitaram. 

5. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 614 (614) : 30 Cri L Jour 235, Parmanand v. Mohan Lai. 
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could present it. 1 Under the Code of 1882, and the present Code, only 
the appellant or his pleader can make such presentation. The word 
“pleader” includes a mitkhtcar appointed with the permission of the 
Court 2 and he is entitled to present an appeal on behalf of his party. 
Presentation by a pleader’s clerk is considered equivalent to a presen- 
tation by the pleader and is valid. 8 But a person, who is not a 
pleader’s clerk and one over whose conduct and action he has no 
•control, has no power to present an appeal on behalf of the party. 4 
Where a petition of appeal on behalf of three accused was signed 
under a vakalat by their pleader, hut the presentation was made by 
another pleader, who had a vakalat only from one of the accused, it 
was held that the appeal should be treated as properly presented. 5 * 

Where two accused have conflicting interests, they should not 
.appeal through the same pleader.® 

It is not necessary that a vakalat should be filed. A memorandum 
of appearance is sufficient to validate a presentation. 7 

5. Presentation to be in person. — The presentation of a 
petition of appeal should be made in person. A petition put into a 
petition box kept for the convenience of the parties cannot be recog- 
nized for the reason that it could have been deposited there by a 
•third party. 1 Nor can a petition be sent by post.- Where; however, 
the District Magistrate proceeded to treat a petition sent by post as 
if it was duly presented, it was held that it should not be dismissed 
•without giving the petitioner an opportunity of being heard. 3 

5. To whom appeal should be presented. — No specific 
provision has been made by the Code as to the person to whom an 
Appeal is to be presented, and the question, therefore, has been held 
to be merely one of administrative convenience and a presentation 
to an officer of the Court, such as a bench clerk, or to one of the 

Note 3 

1. (’77) I Mad 304 (304) : 2 Weir 469, In re Subba Aitala. 

■(’SI) 6 Bom 14 (15), Imperatrix v. Shivram Gundo, 

2. ('ll) 12 Cr. L. J . 118 (118 ) : 9 I, C. 711:4 S. L. R. 195, Topanmal v. Emperor 

3. (’90) 20 Mad 87 (87) : 2 Weir 470, Empress v. ICaruppa IJdayan. 

(’94) 2 Weir 469 (469), In re Samuel. 

4. (’97) 21 Mad 114 (115) : 2 Weir 470, Empress v, Eamasivami. 

5. (’97) 2 Weir 470 (471), In re Muthu 21 era Levai. 

■6. (’36) AIE 1936 Lab 859 (860, 861) : 17 Lab 771 : 38 Cri L Jour 115, Mvlhe v. 
Emperor. 

(’90) 1890 Pun Be No. 13 Cr, p. 25 (25, 26), Hira v. 'Empress. 

7. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 192 (192):25 Cr. L. J. 73, Manikonda Lingay yaw Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 296 (297, 298) : 27 Cr. L. J. 666, Subda Santdl v. Emperor. 
(No appointment in writing is necessary.) 

See also S. 340 Note 10. 

Note 4 

1. (’9G) 19 Mad 354 (355) : 2 Weir 468, Queen-Empress v. V dsudevayya. 

2. (’91) 15 Mad 137 (137, 138) : 2 Weir 468, Empress v. Arlappa. 
f’84) 2 Weir 467 (468), In re Eurisetil Pitchaiya. 

3. (’89) 1889 Bat 464 (465), Queen-Empress v. Bliagwan. 
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Judges, is not invalid. 1 

6. Contents of petition. — A petition of appeal should not 
contain irrelevant, defamatory and scandalous expressions concerning 
the trying Magistrate. If it does, it will he returned for expunging 
the objectionable matter. 1 

In cases of trial by jury, the appeal can only be on a point of 
law and the appeal petition should state clearly what points of law 
have been contravened. 2 

Where an appellant, who has not got all necessary copies when 
presenting an appeal, reserves to himself liberty to bring forward 
additional points of appeal afterwards, it is perfectly regular, under- 
such circumstances, to raise such additional points by a supplemental 
petition. 3 

A false statement made in a petition of appeal will not render 
the appellant liable for prosecution for making such false statement. 4 
See also section 342 Note 31. 

When it is contended that an alleged illegality or error vitiates 
the whole trial, such a plea, though not taken in the memorandum of 
appeal, will be allowed to be raised at the hearing of the appeal. 5 

7. Form of petition. — Even if the prisoners wish to state no 
grounds for their appeal, still their appeal must, according to law, be 
in the form of a petition. 1 There is no provision of law which requires 
the petitioner to verify the petition of appeal. 2 

Whore appeals are filed by several persons convicted by a single 
judgment in a joint trial, they should, according to the Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court of Nagpur, be made separately. 3 The practice in 
the Chief Court of Oudh seems to be that such persons can file a single 
appeal with a single copy of judgment. 4 The Lahore High Court has 


Note 5 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 669 (669, 670): 40 Cr. L. J. 960, In re Gonappala Basappa. 
(Appeal presented to tlic second clerk of office of appellate Court as head clerk 
■was absent on leave.) 

(’16) AIE 1916 Mad 110 (111) : 39 Mad 527 : 16 Cr. L. J. 593 (F B), Public Pro- 
sccidor v, Kadiri Koya Haji. 

Note 6 

1. (’S9) 15 Bom 4SS (4S9, 490, 491), In re Clive Durant. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 376 (379) : 29 Mad 100, Suryanarayana v. Emperor. 

2. (1S64) 1 Suth \Y R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Gopaul Bhcrcewalla. 

See also S. 41S Note 2. 

3. (’71) 8 Bom H G B Cr 126 (135, 136), Beg. v. Eashinath. 

4. (’79) 1879 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 45 (46), Ghanaya v. Empress. 

(’81) 18S1 Pun Be No. 41 Cr, p. 102 (103), Empress v. Sunt Lai. 

(’99) 12 Mad 451 (453) : 1 Weir 113, Empress v. Siibbayya. 

(’28) AIB 1928 Pat 574 (577) : 29 Cr. L. J. 613, Amir Ali v. Dulclian Momin. 

5. (’31) AIB 1931 Oudkll3(113):6 Luck3S6:32 Cr.L. J. 91, 1?am Lautan v. Emperor.. 

Note 7 

1. (’70) 13 Suth W B Cr 69 (69), Empress v. Nitlo Gopal Paxilit. 

2. (’79) 1879 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 45 (46), Ghanaya v. Empress. 

(’89) 12 Mad 451 (453) : 1 Weir 113, Queen-Empress v. Subbayya. 

3. (’27) AIB 1927 Nag 48(4S):27 Cr.L.J. 1062, Maharaj Singh Gond v. Emperor - 

4. (’17) AIB 1917 Oudh 329 (330) : 18 Cr. L. J. 512, MV. Batasha v. Emperor. 
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also hold that a joint appeal is legal where the interests of the accused 
are common . 6 

Where the memorandum of appeal alleges that one of the jurors 
was hard of hearing, another ignorant of English and unable to follow 
the arguments in Court, such facts should bo supported by an affidavit 
before the appeal comes on for hearing, in lime, so that the Crown 
could make tho necessary enquiries and file counter-affidavit . 6 

8. Withdrawal of appeals. — See Note 8 to Section ‘123. 

9. Limitation. — See Authors’ Commentaries on Limitation Act, 
Articles 150, 151 and 155. 

10. Stamp. — Tho appeal petition presented by a pleader on 
behalf of an appellant in duress need not bear a court-fee stamp ns 
per clause 17 of S.19 of the Court-fees Act . 1 The appellants, who are 
not in custody, cannot take advantage of the unstamped copy of the 
judgment of the lower Court which the appellants, who wore in prison, 
were entitled to use. Those appellants, who were not in custody, must 
affix tho necessary stamp . 2 

11. Petition in non-appealable cases. — Though a petition 
has been filed ns an appeal, whore no appeal lies, the High Court can 
deal with it ns in revision . 1 

12. Territorial jurisdiction. — Appellate jurisdiction existing 
at the time of presentation of an appeal is not lost by the subsequent 
transfer of territory . 1 


420 .* If the appellant is in jail, lie may present 
Procedure when his petition of appeal and the copies 
appellant in jail. accompanying the same to the officer 


* 1882 : S. 420; 1872 ; S. 277; 1861 ; S. 418. 


5. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 859 (SCO); 17 Lab 771: 38 Cr.L.J. 115, Mulhc v. Emperor. 

6. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 302 (303) : 3i Cr. L. J. 83, Emperor v. Rashbchari Lai. 

Note 10 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Nag 125(120): 11 Nag L It 77: 19 Cr.L.J. 191, Emperor v. Maroli 
Tcli. (10 Cal 61, Followed.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Rang 100 (1G0) : 1 Rang 510 : 23 Cr. L. J. 277, In rc Court-fees 
Act, S. 19 (x vii). 

(’22) AIR 1922 TJ B 11(15): 23 Cr. L. J. 121: 4 U B R 72, Jaganath v. Emperor. 
2, (’82) 2 Weir 4C7 (407), In rc Venkata Konda Reddi. 

Note 11 

1. ('03) 2 Cr. L. J. 105 (100) : 2. A L J 173, Gajju v. Emperor. 

Note 12 

1. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 169 (170) : 13 I. C. 921 : 34 All 118, Emperor v. Ram Naresh. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 401 (401) : 11 I. C. 585 : 33 All 578, Mahabir v. Emperor. 
(Transfer of territory from British India after presenting appeal, jurisdiction of 
appellate Court to bear appeal not gone.) 
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Notes 7-12 


Section 420 
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in charge of the jail, who shall thereupon forward 
such petition and copies to the proper appellate Court. 

4. “Copies accompanying the same.” — A copy of the judgment 
should accompany appeals presented to jail officers under this section 
in the same manner as an appeal under S. 419. Appeals not accom- 
panied by such copies should not he forwarded to the appellate Court, 
but should be returned to the appellant. 1 When a prisoner in jail 
applies through the Superintendent of the jail for a copy of judgment 
in order to prefer an appeal, it is the Magistrate’s business to procure 
and forward the copy applied for, or to arrange that this should be 
done. 2 See Note 2 to section 419. 

2. Presentation to the officer in charge of the jail. — The 

presentation to the officer in charge of the jail is good and sufficient 
whatever delay there may be in forwarding the petition to the appellate 
Court. 1 Every facility such as pen, paper and ink should be given to 
the prisoner in jail to enable him to prepare his petition. 2 

3. “ Forward such petition and copies to the proper appel- 
late Court.” — A vacation Judge can hear and dispose of an appeal 
from jail. 1 According to the Criminal Circulars issued by the Calcutta 
High Court, the officer in charge of the jail should not forward 
petitions of appeal from prisoners to the High Court in cases in which 
sentences or orders have already been passed by an appellate Court on 
appeal. In such cases, parties should apply to the High Court by 
motion made by a pleader in open Court. 2 According to the said 
Circulars, the petition of appeal against sentences or orders passed by 
the Sessions Judge, presented to officer in charge of the jail, should be 
forwarded by such officer direct to the High Court, intimation of the 
fact being at once given to the Sessions Judge whose sentence or order 
is appealed against. 3 All communications from the officer in charge of 
the jail to the Sessions Judge, relative to appeals of the prisoners to 
him, should be made to the Judge direct and not through the District 
Magistrate who has no concern with the decision of the Sessions Judge 
in appeal, and the appellate Court should certify its decision to the 
Magistrate from whose decision the appeal has been preferred and such 

Section 420 — Note 1 

1. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr Cir 7 (7), Criminal Circular No. 9, 

2. (’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 5 (5, 6), Mating Za Eye v. Queen-Empress. 

Note 2 

1. (’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 29 Or, p. 96 (97), Muhammad v. Empress, 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 129 (129), Nga Po Thaung v. Empress. 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 180 (130), Bhagawati v. Queen-Empress, 

2. (’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 69 (69), In re Nitto Gopal Paulit. 

Note 3 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 426 (428) : 46 Mad 382 : 24 Cri L Jour 439, Kunhammad 
Saji v. Emperor. 

2. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr Cir 5 (5), Criminal Circular Memo, No. 8 of 1869, 

3. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr Cir 5 (5), Criminal Circular No. 9 of 1867. 
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Magistrate should inform the appellant in writing, through the officer 
in charge of the jail, of the result of the appeal . 1 

4. Limitation. — See Authors' Commentaries on the Limitation Act, 

Articles 150, 154 and 155. 

5. Stamp. — Sec Note 10 to Section 410. 

6. Appointment of counsel in appeals from jail. — See the undermen- 

tioned case. 1 


4-2. 1 .* (1) On receiving the petition and copy 
Summary dismis- under seetion 419 or section 420, the 
sni of appeal. Appellate Court shall peruse the same, 
and, if it considers that there is no sufficient ground for 
interfering, itjmay dismiss the appeal summarily : 

Provided that no appeal presented under sec- 
tion 419 shall he dismissed unless the appellant or his 
pleader has had a reasonable opportunity of being 
heard in support of the same. 

(2) Before dismissing an appeal under this sec- 
tion, the Court may call for the record of the case, 
hut shall not he hound to do so. 


* Code of 1882 : S, 421 — Same. 

Code of 1872 : S. 278. 

278. The Appellate Court shall fix a reasonable time within which tlio 
. , . appellant or his counsel or authorized agent may appear, 

1 ejee t on of appeal. na( j mft j rc j ec t the appeal if, on a perusal of the petition 
of appeal and the copy of the judgment or order appealed against, and after hear- 
ing the appellant or his counsel or authorized agent if he appears it considers that 
there is no sufficient ground for questioning the correctness of the decision or for 
interfering with the sentence or order appealed against. 

Before rejecting the appeal the Court may call for and peruse all or any part 
of the proceedings of the lower Court, hut shall not bo bound to do so. 

Code of 1861 : S. 417. 

417. It shall be competent to the Appellate Court to reject the appeal if, on 
. „ . „ . a perusal of the petition of appeal and tho copy of the 

refed fcHHon of appeal, sentence or order appealed against, and after hearing 
the appollnnt or his counsel or agent if they appear, 
the Court shall consider that there is no sufficient ground for questioning tho 
correctness of the decision or for interfering with the sentence or order appealed 
against. Before rejecting the appeal, tho Court may call for and peruso any part of 
the proceedings of the lower Court, but shall not be bound to do so, 

4, (’GO) 12 Suth W R Cr Cir 1 (1), Criminal Circular No. G of 18G9. 

Note 6 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 369 (375) : 2 Luck 631 : 29 Cr. L. J. 129, Ram Prasad v. 
Emperor. (Practice of not allowing appellants from jail to argue in person is in, 
their interest.) 
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.'Section 421 
Note 1 


Synopsis 


1. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

2. “Shall peruse the same.” 

3. “May dismiss the appeal sum- 

marily.” 

4. “No sufficient ground for inter- 

fering.” 

5. Right of appellant to be heard — 

Proviso. 


6. “May call for the record of 

the case.” — Sub-section (2). 

7. Judgment and record of reasons. 

8. Withdrawal of appeal. 

9. Review. See Note 1 to S. 430. 

10. Revision. 

11. Appeal. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Admission of appeal — No bar to consi- 
deration of appealability later. See 
Note 1. 

Appeal — Admission, as to one charge 
and rejection as to other — Undesirable. 
See Note 1. 

Appellant to be heard before dismissal 
as barred. See Note 2. 

Applicability to convictions and acquit- 
tals alike. See Note I. 

Co-accused — Summary rejection though 
admission of appeal by the other. See 
Note 3. 

Disposal of appeal on merits even in the 
absence of appellant. See Note 2. 

Dismissal under this section and one 
under S. 423 — Difference. See Note 1. 

Hearing before admission — If affects 
right of hearing after sending for re- 
cords. See Note 5. 

Hearing includes right of reply and 
reference to copies of evidence. See 
Note 5. 


Immediate dismissal of barred appeal. 
See Note 2. 

No admission of appeal as to sentence 

. only. See Note 1. 

No alteration of sentence in dismissing 
appeal summarily. See Note 1, 

No re-opening of whole appeal after 
considered decision of some points. 
See Note 1. 

No summary rejection after admission. 
See Note 1. 

Notice of hearing to be given. See 
Note 5. 

Right of bearing in jail appeals under 
S. 420. See Note 5. 

Sending for record — Not admission of 
appeal. See Note 6. 

Summary dismissal — Remand on ap- 
peal therefrom. See Note 7. 

What is not reasonable opportunity of 
hearing. See Note 5. 

What is reasonable opportunity. See 
Note 6. 


1. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section 
gives an appellate Court, a summary power of dismissing an appeal, if 
after perusing the petition and the copy of judgment, and, if necessary, 
the records and if after hearing the appellant or his pleader, it considers 
that there is no sufficient ground for interference . 1 The essential 
difference between the dismissal of an appeal under this section and its 
dismissal under S. 423 is that, in the latter case the appeal is disposed 
of after trial, whereas in the former, the Court by summarily 
dismissing it refuses to try it at all . 2 Even where an appeal has not 
been summarily dismissed, the Court is not precluded, when it hears 
the appeal under s. 423, from deciding whether an appeal lies . 3 

The provisions of this section apply both to appeals presented 
under S. 417 against orders of acquittal and to other appeals . 4 As to 


Section 421 — Note 1 

1. (’83) 5 All 386 (387) : 1833 A W N 72, Empress v. Sajiwan Lai. 

{’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 31 Or, p. 81 (82, 83), Budrziddin v. Empress. 

•(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 663 (665, 666): 21 Or. L. J. 609, Panclii Mandar v. Emperor. 

2. (’92) 6 G P L R Or 24 (26), Empress v. Patiram. 

3. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 254 (254) : 1910510 : 40 Cal 631, Aziz.Shcikh v. Emperor. 

-4. (’75) 1 All 1 (5), (F B) Queen v. Oholavi Ismail. 
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■Section 213 
Uotes 7-8 


be reserved till the examination-in-chief of all the witnesses for a Side 
is over, though the Court can, in the exercise of its discretion, allow 
such reservation. Hence, an accused, who has declined to cross-examine 
the prosecution witnesses then and there and who has not been 
permitted by the Magistrate to reserve his cross-examination till a 
later stage, is not entitled to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses 
after the charge is framed; 1 a fortiori , if he has already cross-examined 
the prosecution witnesses under S. 20S, before the charge was framed, 
he is not entitled to cross-examine them again after the charge is 
framed. 2 (Contrast the right of an accused in the trial of warrant cases 
under S. 256.) The expression “ witnesses for the defence ” in sub-s.(2) 
refers to witnesses whom the Magistrate in his discretion examines 
under S. 212 ; that expression does not include the witnesses for the 
prosecution who are cross-examined, and therefore does not confer any 
right on the accused to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses after 
the charge is framed. 3 But the Magistrate has an inherent power to 
allow the accused an opportunity to cross-examine the prosecution 
witnesses after the charge is framed.' 1 Further, if the accused did not 
have an opportunity of cross-examining the prosecution witnesses 
before the charge was framed, he is entitled to cross-examine them 
.after the charge is framed and before the order for commitment is 
passed. 5 

As to the right of an accused to cross-examine prosecution 
witnesses in cases where the proceedings are started as a trial of a 
warrant case but subsequently the Magistrate decides to commit the 
•case to the Court of Session, see s. 317 and Notes thereunder. 

8. Practice. — See the undermentioned cases. 1 


Note 7 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593 (593, 594, 595) : 57 Cal 44 : 30 Cri L Jour 1107, G. V. 
Raman v. Emperor. 

•(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 517 (518) : 33 Cri L Jour GS, E. R. Bhat v. Emperor. 

■(’19) AIR 1919 Low Bur 159 (1G0) : 9LBR 109 : 19 Cr.L. J.327, Tambiv. Emperor. 
■(’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 200 (200) : 18 Cr.L. J. 105: 19 0ndhCas239, Baldcov. Emperor. 

2. Sec (’31)AIR1931 All 434(435):53 AUG92:32Cr.L. J.S49, Ram Ghulam v. Emperor. 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593 (595): 57 Cal 44 : 30 Cr.L.J. 1107, Raman v. Emperor. 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593 (595): 57 Cal 44 : 30 Cr.L.J. 1107, Raman v. Emperor. 
.(’19) AIR 1919 Low Bur 159 (1G0): 9 L B R 109: 19 Cr.L.J. 327, Tambix. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 774 (774) : 39 CalS85 : 17 I. C. 406, Jogcndranath v. Motilal. 

(The words "witnesses for the defence” in S. 213 (2) are wide enough to cover 
evidence extracted by cross-examination from the witnesses for the prosecution.) 
.5. Sec (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 754 (755) : 57 Cal 945 : 32 Cri L Jour 182, Nanooram 
Goonka v. Fulchand Jaypuria. 

Note 8 

1. (’G6) G Suth W R Cr 9 (10), Queen v. Khooda Sonthal. (The grounds of com- 
mitment and the remarks of the committing officer should be entered or copied 
in the calendar which ought to be complete in itself.) 

•(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr Gir 5 (7). (Magistrate should be careful to arrange their com- 
mitments with a view to the trials talcing place at the earliest or next ensuing 
session, in order to avoid the needless detention of accused persons for prolonged 
periods.) 
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whether this section applies to appeals under S. 47GB, see Note 4 to 
section 47GB, 

The appellate Court, while acting under this section, cannot 
dispose of the appeal piece-meal. So, where an appellant was convicted 
at one trial on two separate charges, and the appellate Court admitted 
the appeal with regard to one charge and summarily dismissed the 
appeal with regard to the other, it was held that the procedure, though 
not illegal, was unusual and undesirable . 5 * 

An appeal can bo dismissed summarily only when the appellate 
Court considers that there is no sufficient ground for interfering. 
Hence, where the appellate Court considers that there is sufficient 
ground for interfering with regard to the sentenco though not with 
the conviction, it is not a case for surnmary dismissal of the appeal . 5 
Nor can the appellate Court admit an appeal with restrictions. Thus, 
it cannot admit an appeal with regard to sentence only . 60 The whole 
appeal will be open to consideration for the final hearing . 7 The reason 
is that the terms of the section exclude the possibility of partial 
summary dismissal, c. g., in so far as the conviction is appealed against . 8 * 

The Bombay High Court has held that when the High Court on 
a criminal appeal considers that the conviction should bo maintained 
but that the sentence is too severe, the difficulty of having to hear the 
entire appeal unnecessarily can be avoided by first reducing the sentence 
in the exercise of its revisional jurisdiction and then dismissing the 
appeal summarily on the ground that there is no further cause for 
interference . 0 

But it has been held that, where the other points have been 
specifically considered and a definite order of dismissal on other points 
has been passed, the whole appeal cannot bo re-opened again . 10 

Whilo summarily dismissing an appeal under this section, an 


5. ('27) AIR 1927 Rang 239 (240) : 5 Bang 274 : 28 Cr. L. J. 705, L. AT. Ismail 
v. Emperor. 

•6. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (91) : 30 Cr. L. J. 838 : 02 I A 129 : 02 Cnl 983 (P C), 
Emperor v. IJahu Bant. 

•6a. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 148 (149) : 38 Cri L Jour 572 : I L R (1937) Bom 305, 
Dhanhor Bai v. Emperor. (Practice of marking appeals as admitted with regard 
to sentence only not in accordance with tho Code.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (91) : 30 Cri L Jour 838 : 02 I A 129 : 02 Cal 983 (P C), 
Emperor v. Baku Raid. 

7. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 270 (277) : 14 Cr.L.J. 485 (480) : 41 Cal 400, Nafar Sheihli 
v. Emperor. 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 453 (454, 455) : 4 Pat 254 : 26 Cri L Jour 862, Gaya Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 351 (351) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1017, Eijhu v. Emperor. 

See also S. 407 Note 1, S. 412 Note 1 and S. 423 Note 7. 

'8. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (91) : 36 Cri L Jour 838 : 62 I A 129 : 62 Cal 983 (P C), 
Emperor v. Dahu Rant. 

■9. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 148 (149) : 38 Cri L Jour 572 : I L R (1937) Bom 365, 
Dhanhor Bai v. Emperor. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 38(39):11 Pat 697:34 Cr.L.J. 118, Kuldip Dasy. Emperor. 

2Cr.l42. 
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appellate Court cannot alter 11 or enhance 12 or reduce 13 the sentence 
or modify the order appealed from in any other way . 14 

An appeal once admitted cannot be dismissed summarily under 
this section . 16 

Unless an appeal is dismissed summarily, the appellate Court is 
bound to issue notice under S. 422 and to send for the record of the 
ease under S. 423. 1C 

The dismissal of an appeal temporarily, as for instance, the 
dismissal of an appeal till the decision of a civil suit, is un kn own 
to law. If necessary, the appellate Court can postpone the decision of 
an appeal in a proper case . 17 

2. “Shall peruse the same.” — There is no provision in the 
Code for the dismissal of an appeal on account of the non-appearance 
of the appellant or his pleader. The appellate Court is bound, even in 
the absence of the appellant or his pleader, to peruse the judgment 
and the record, if it has been sent for, and decide the appeal judicially . 1 


11. (’01) 2 Weir 475 (475), In re Naga. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 606 (607), Nga Po Kin v. Empress. 

12 . (’73) 1S73 Rat 74 (74), Reg v. Mathur Laldass. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 29 (29), Ahool Sirhar v. Parlama. (No power by S. 26 of 
Act XI of 1874, to enhance sentence.) 

(’77) 1877 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p, 31 (31), Ganda Singh v. Dhana. 

13 . (’86) 1886 Rat 304 (305), Queen-Emperss v. Govind Rao. (Case should bo 
l-eported to High Court or appeal should be heard as directed by S. 423.) 

(’SS) 18S8 Rat 3S4 (385), Queen-Empress v. Bana. i 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 606 (607), Nga Po Kin v. Empress. 

14 . (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 109(109):37 Cr.L.J. 234, Baldco Singh v. Mt. Dheno Goalin. 

15. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 642 (643): 23 Cr.L.J. 733, Ram Hari v. Santosh Kumar , 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 368 (368) : 24 Cri L Jour 453, Ncwa Lai v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 294 (295) : 25 Cri L Jour 933, Ta Pu v. Emperor. 

16. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (92) : 62 Cal 983 : 36 Cr. L. J. 838 : 62 Ind App 129 (PC), 
Emperor v. Balm Raul. (Privy Council pointed out the inappropriateness of using 
the expressions “admitted" and “admission” in reference to appeals which are 
not summarily dismissed.) 

See S. 423 Note 2. 

17 . (’18) AIR 191S All 247(248) : 19 Cr.L.J. 35S, Lachhmi Narainv.Bindraban. 
See also S. 430 Note 2. 

Note 2 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 171 (172) : I L R (1939) Ear 204 : 39 Cr. L. J. 890, Emperor 
v. Balumal Hotchand. (Judge must use independent discretion after rendin". 
copy of judgment — Failure of accused to prosecute appeal is no ground for sum° 
mary dismissal.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 460 (460) : 37 Cr. L. J. 93, Gulab Das v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 175 (175) : 24 Cri L Jour 662, Ramchandar v. Emperor. 

(’92) 1892 Rat 593 (593, 594), Queen-Empress v. Deoshanlcar. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 739 (739, 740), Queen-Empress v. Vali Mahomed. 

(’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 21 Cr, p. 59 (59), Koura v. Empress. (Appeal dismissed on 
account of non-appearance of appellant’s agent.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 849 (849) : 30 Cri L Jour 902, Nihal v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 659 (659) : 11 Lah 242 : 31 Cr. L. J. 979, Roora v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 553 (554) : 2 I. C. 247 : 5 Nag L R 76, Ratanchand v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 54 (56) : 20 Cri L Jour 271, Shambehari Singh v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 376 (376), : 24 Cri L Jour 475, Baldco Diibey v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 481 (481): 12 Ind Cas 89, (Ajmer — Merwara), Shcoji v. Emperor. 
(’91) 13 All 171 (187) : 1891 A W N 48, Queen-Empress v. Pohpi. 

[Sec (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 392 (394) : 41 Cr. L. J. 108 : 1940 RLE 145, King 
v. Nga Ba Sein. (Jail appeals are dismissed summarily after consideration of 
grounds of appeal, in addition to judgment and if necessary evidence,)] 

See also S. 423 Note 3. 
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The section contemplates an appeal that can he properly put 
upon the file of the Court. Therefore, an appeal preferred out of time 
and without any explanation of the delay, may he dismissed at once, 2 
but if the appellant is represented by a pleader, he should be given 
an opportunity of being heard in the matter of determining whether 
the delay should he excused and the appeal admitted. 3 

3. “May dismiss the appeal summarily.” — The powers 
conferred by this section, on the appellate Court, should be exercised 
' sparingly and with great caution 1 and with judicial discretion. 2 Where 
important or complicated questions of fact and law are involved, or 
where disputed questions of title to immovable property are involved, 
the Court should not summarily dismiss an appeal hut should send 
for the record and hear the appeal fully and decide. 3 It is however 
not illegal to do so. 4 

The fact that the appeal of one co-accused has been admitted 
does not take away the power of the Court to dispose of the appeal of 
another accused summarily. 5 

5. “No sufficient ground for interfering.” — Unless the 
Court is satisfied that there is no sufficient ground for interfering in 
accordance with the relief sought in the appeal, the appeal cannot be 
dismissed summarily under this section. 1 As to whether the appellant 
is hound to satisfy the Court that there is sufficient ground for inter- 
fering with the conviction, see Note Id to S. d28. 

2. (’75) 1875 Rat 90 (90), Beg v. Gvlab Karim. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Bom 445 (440) : 23 Cri L Jour 053, Emperor v. Nurudin. 

Note 3 

1. (’SO) 8 All 514 (515): 18SG A VPS 177, Quccn.Emprcss'v. Earn Narain. (Reasons, 
however concise, should be given.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 552 (552) : 24 Cri L Jour 477, Padarath Kurmi v. Emperor. 
(’33) AU1 1933 Pat 100 (100) : 34 Cri L Jour 1017, ML Tliaktiri v. Emperor. 

2. (’IS) AIR 1918 Cal 100 (100) : 19 Cri LJour228, KailashCliandrav, Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 031 (G32) : 8 I C 379 : 13 OudhCas309, AiimaAltv. Emperor. 

(Discretion should be exercised upon sound and reasonable lines.) 

(’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 35 Cr, p. 42 (40), Lai Elian v. Empress. 

3. (’97) 1897 Rat 91G (917), Quccn-Emprcss v. Adam Isag. 

(’18) Am 1918 Cal 100 (100) : 19 Cri L Jour 228, Kailasli Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 891 (892) : 22 Cri L Jour 349, Ealiimaddi v. Emperor. 

(’00) 4 Cri L Jour 57 (57) : 29 Mad 23G, Eangacharlu v. Emperor. (Conviction 
tr.sed on evidence of witnesses whose credibility is impeached by accused on reason- 
able grounds.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad S95 (895) : 20 Cri L Jour 411 : 48 Mad 385, In rc Turl;a 
itrsain Sahib. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 053 (054) : 19 Cri L Jour 209 : 3 Pat L Jour 389, Sulclidco 
Pathal: v. Emperor. (Judgment under consideration, long and intricate judgment.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 552 (552) : 24 Cri L Jour 477, Padarath Kurmi v. Emperor. 
(Credibility of prosecution witnesses impugned, though not very successfully.) 

(’33) Am 1933 Cal 515 (510) : 34 Cri L Jour 812, Abdul Latif v. Ahamad. 

(’00) 10 Cal IV N cxxxv (cxxxvi), Damri v. Emperor. (Impropriety of summary 
dismissal having regard to nature of defence.) 

Se n also Note C. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 204 (264) :.32 Cri L Jour 568, Safar Ali v. Emperor. 

5. (’01) 5 Cal IV N 332 (334), Jagat Chandra Sarma v. Lai Cliand Las. 

Note 4 

1. (’35) Am 1935 P C 89 (92) : 62 Cal 983 : 3G Cri L Jour 838 : 62 Ind App 129 
(PC), Emperor v. Dahu Pant. (Appellate Court thinking that conviction should 
stand but that sentence may be too severe — Appeal should not be dismissed 
summarily.) 
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5. Eight of appellant to he heard — ProYiso. — The proviso 
gives an appellant or his pleader, in cases of appeals filed under S. 419, 
the right to a reasonable opportunity of being heard in support of the 
appeal. 1 The proviso, by its words, restricts this right to cases coming 
under S. 419 and, therefore, does not apply to appeals presented under 
S. 420 from jail. Hence, in the cases of jail appeals, the Court can 
summarily dismiss the appeal on perusal of the papers without calling 
upon the appellant to appear. 13 But, although a convicted person 
presenting his appeal from jail has no right to be heard in person 
under this section, still, whenever the appellate Court considers it 
desirable that the accused should be heard, it has power to direct the 
production of the prisoner before it for disposing of the appeal. 2 

Where, however, the appellant from jail has also preferred an 
appeal through a pleader, the appellate Court is not competent to 
dismiss the appeal, without giving the pleader an opportunity of 
being heard. 3 

Under the proviso, the opportunity that is to be given of being 
heard should be reasonable. Beasonable opportunity cannot be said 
to have been given to the appellant or his pleader in the following 
cases, viz . : 

(1) Where the appellate Court calls upon the pleader to argue the 
appeal on the same day that it is presented, and refuses to grant 
him time to acquaint himself with the evidence in the case. 4 

(2) Where on the presentation of a petition by a pleader, time is 
wanted, for some other pleader to argue the case but the Court 


Note 5 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Lab 355 (356): 26 Cr.LJ. 1169, Muhammad Sadig v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 150 (151) : 30 Cri L Jour 791, Chandra Shckar v. Eajaram. 

(’70) 1870 Rat 29 (30), Reg. v. Beehar Pitambar. 

(’81) 6 Bom 14 (15), Imperatrix v. Shivram Gundo. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 703 (703), Queen-Empress v, Fakira. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 914 (914), Queen-Empress v. Chunnia. 

(’OS) 9 Cri L Jour 189 (189, 190) : 12 C W N 248, Rajkznnar Singh v. Tincowri 
Masumdar. (Application under S. 195 (6) preferred by way of appeal against 
order granting sanction to prosecute.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 294 (295) : 25 Cri L Jour 933, Ta Pu v. Emperor. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 57 (57) : 29 Mad 236, Rangacharlu y. Emperor. (Memorandum 
of appeal signed by pleader and presented by appellant — Reasonable opportunity 
to pleader to appear and argue should be given.) 

See also S. 423 Note 9. 

la. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 279 (281) : 39 CriL Jour 578 : ILR (1938) Bom Zoljalam 
Bharatsingh v. Emperor. (Per Beaumont C. J. — General rule that no one should be 
condemned unheard cannot apply to appeal.) 

(’91) 13 All 171 (180, 187) : 1891 All W N 48, Queen-Empress v. Pohpi. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 223 (223) : 20 Sind L R 189 : 27 Cri L Jour 933, Loung v. 
Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 426 (432) : 46 Mad 382 : 24 Cri L Jour 439, Kunhammad 
Eaji v. Emperor. 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 279 (280, 281) : 39 Or. L. J. 578 : I L R (1938) Bom 357, 
Jalam Bharatsingh v. Emperor . 

3. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 373 (373): 3 A L J 693: 1906 AWN 303, Bhaivani Behai 
y. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 178 (179): 48 All 203: 26 Cr.L.J. 1621, Emperor v.Hewa Bam. 

4. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 58 (59) : 7 Bom L R 89, Emperor v. Gurshida Balapa. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 401 (402): 36 Cal 385: 1 I C 868, Ramtohal Dusad v. Emperor. 
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calls on liim to argue it himself then and there . 5 
(3) Where an appeal signed by a pleader is presented in person by 
the appellant and the Court, without giving time for the pleader 
to come and argue the case, forthwith calls upon the appellant 
himself to argue . 0 

But there is nothing in the section to prevent the appellate Court 
from hearing the appellant's pleader at the time of presentation, if the 
pleader himself desires to do so. No further opportunity need be given 
in such a case . 7 

As to what is reasonable time, it has been held that at least a 
week’s time should be given. 8 Where an appeal was filed in the 
headquarters of an appellate Court on 2Gth July 1875, and notice was 
given for hearing on 23th July 1875, at a place many miles from the 
headquarters, it was held that the appellant was not given a reasonable 
opportunity. 0 Where a general notice was posted in the court house, 
stating that appeals will bo heard for admission only on the first Court 
day next after presentation, it was held that it was not in compliance 
with the section and a time should be fixed in each case and notice 
should be given to the appellant or his pleader, in such case. 10 

Where no notice at all is given to the appellant or pleader of 
the date to which the appeal is posted, it is a clear case where no 
opportunity has been given to bo heard . 11 No notice to the Groivn is 
necessary before dismissing an appeal against a conviction summarily . 12 

The further question arises whether, after the appellant or his 
pleader has been heard, and the Court then sends for the records of 
the case, the Court is bound to give opportunity to the appellant or 
his pleader to be heard again on the records. All that the section 
requires is that the pleader shall have a reasonable opportunity of 
being heard, before there is a summary dismissal, and once having 
heard him, it is not obligatory on the Court to hear him again when 
it sends for the record, though it may do so, if the Court or the 

5. (’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 491 (492) : 4 Ind Cas 37 (Mad), In re Machi Reddi. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Upp Bur 11 (12) : 2 Upp Bur Eul 52: 16 Or. L. J. 538, Nga Shwa 
Ilviun v. Emperor. 

6. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 57 (57) : 29 Mad 236, Rangacharlu v. Emperor. 

7. (’27) AIR 1927 Bom 361 (361):28 Cr.L.J.467, Empcrorv. Basavanappa Basava. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Mnd 863 (864) : 53 Mad 865: 32 Cr. L, J. 40, Narasimhamnrthi v. 

Emperor. 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 Mnd 895 (895) : 48 Mad 385 : 26 Cr. L. J. 411, Turlca Hussain 
Sahib v. Emperor. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 401 (402): 1 1 C 868: 36 Cal 385, 'Ramtohal Dnsadh v.Emperor. 

9. (’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 60 (60), In re Huri Pcrshad. 

10. (’82) 5 Mad 11 (12): 2 Weir 472, Malan v. Queen. 

11. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 54 (55, 5G):20 Cr.L.J. 271, Shambchari Singh v. Emperor. 
(When petition of appeal is adjourned to another date, notice of it should be given 
to the appellant.) 

12. See (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 24 (25) : 39 Cri L Jour 950, Sonu Eurmi v. Emperor. 
(Where a Sessions Judge after hearing the appellant’s pleader dismisses an 
appeal summarily and writes a judgment reviewing the evidence and meeting 
the points raised by appellant, the fact that he did not issue notioe to the Crown 
cannot be made a ground of complaint.) 


Section 421 
Note 5 
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pleader desires it . 13 But a contrary view, namely that the Court is 
bound to hear the pleader a second time after the record is sent for 
and received has been taken in the undermentioned cases . 14 It is 
submitted that the view is not justified by the language of this section 
and is also against the weight of authority. 

The right of being heard in support will include the right of reply 15 
as well as the right to refer to certified copies of the evidence . 10 

6. “May call for the record of the case ” — Sub-section (2), 

— Under this sub-section, the Court may, before dismissing an appeal, 
call for the record of the case but it is not bound to do so . 1 Although a 
Judge would be acting within his powers in rejecting an appeal without 
calling for the records, such a course is, ordinarily, very inconvenient 
and should not be adopted . 2 A Court is not required to call for the records 
in an appeal in which the only question is a mere question of fact and the 
judgment of the Court below is so plain and clear that calling for the 
record would be a mere waste of time; but it is not right to reject an 
appeal summarily when a point of law which, on the face of it, is not 
without substance, has been raised or when the judgment is a long and 
intricate one requiring, obviously, careful consideration . 3 


13. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 541 (541, 542): 40 Ori L Jour 339:1 L R (1939) 1 Cal 314, 
Akramaddin v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 12 (12) : 39 Cri L Jour 254, Basdco JCoiri v. Emperor. (When 
sending for record he should note in order-sheet points for which he is sending 
for record.) 

(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 904 (904, 905) : 1G4 I C 270 (Cnl), Mamnatha Nath v. Union 
Board of Dhatrigram. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 499 (500, 501): 9 Pat 768: 31 Cri L Jour 1131, Bcwal Mahfon 
v. Emperor. (Dissenting from AIR 1917 Pat 331.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 361 (361): 28 Cri L Jour 467, Emperor v. Basavanappa. 

(’08) 10 Cri L Jour 204 (204, 205) : 2 Sind L R 39, Emperor v. Jivayo. 

14. (’36) AIR 193G Cal 294 (295):37 Cr.L.J. 831, Jitcndra Nath Gorai v. Emperor. 
(There is not much use in sending for the record if the Judge is not prepared to 
hear the pleader.) 

(’32J AIR 1932 Gal 397 (39S):33 Cri L Jour 602, Hatcm Ali v. Emperor. (Doubts, 
but follows on the grounds of stare decisis, AIR 1926 Cal 161 and AIR 1926 Cal 174, 
but it is not clear from the reports of the latter two decisions whether the pleader 
had already been heard once.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 331 (332) : IS Cri L Jour 639, Jagdco Bai v. Kali Iiai. (Dis- 
sented from in AIR 1930 Pat 499.) 

[See also (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 161 (161):27 Cr.L.J. 412, Surendra Nathx. Emperor, 
(In this case the High Court set aside the order of the lower Court on the ground 
that it had dismissed an appeal summarily without giving an opportunity to the 
appellant’s pleader to be heard after the receipt of the records — But it is not 
clear whether the pleader had been heard already once.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 174 (175): 27 Cr. L. J. 382, Lalit Kumar v. Emperor. (Do.)] 

15. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 9 (9,10): 9 I C 65: 38 Cal 307, Amanat Sardar v. Nagcn- 
dra Biswas. 

16. (’OS) 9 Cri L Jour 55 (56): 11 Oudh Cas 360, Manga r. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 All 555 (556) : 53 All 797 : 33 Cri L Jour 259, Allah Baksh v. 
Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 863 (864) : 53 Mad 865 : 32 Cri L Jour 40, Narasimhamurthi 
v. Emperor. 

2. (’83) 1883 All W N 145 (145), Empress v. Jugal Kishorc. 

3. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 653 (654) : 19 Cri L Jour 209 : 3 Pat L Jour 389, Snkhdeo 
Pathak v. Emperor. 
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A mere sending for the record under this section is not tantamount Section 421 
to an admission of the appeal, as the Court has power to dismiss an Notes 6-7 
appeal under this section even after calling for the record. 4 

When sending for the record, the Court should note in the order- 
sheet the points for which it is sending for the record. 0 

7. Judgment and record of reasons. — A Court, when 
•dismissing an appeal summarily under this section, is not required to 
write a judgment in conformity with the provisions of s. 3G7. 1 

Although the law does not fetter the discretion of an appellate 
Court in dismissing appeals summarily and it can do so without 
recording any reasons for so doing, 2 it is advisable to record its reasons 
for summary dismissal, in view of the possibility of such an order 
being challenged by an application for revision, in which case they 
will show that the Court had really considered the points raised in the 
•appeal and that the appeal was without foundation. 3 Therefore, though 

(’82) 1882 Pun Rc No. 35 Cr, p. 42(40), Lai Khan v. Empress. (Discretion allowed 
should bo exorcised on sound judicial principles.) 

See also Note 3. 

-4. Sec (’75) 1 All 1 (5) (FB), Queen v. Gholam Ismail. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Pnt 12 (12, 13) : 38 Cri L Jour 254, Basdco Koiri v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (*-40) AIR 1940 Oudh 309 (371) : 41 Cri L Jour 711, Jodha v. Emperor. 

-(’14) AIR 1914 All 311 (311, 312) : 30 All 490 : 15 Cri L Jour 512, Knndan v. 

Emperor. 

(*1G) AIR 191G All 197 (197): 38 All 393 : 17 Cri L Join- 309, Lai Bchari v. Emperor. 

•(’95) 17 All 241 (242, 243) : 1895 A W N 08 (FB), Quccn-Emprcss v. Nannhu. 

•(’95) 20 Bom 540 (541), Quccn-Emprcss v. Warubai. 

(’93) 21 Cal 92 (90), Bash Bchari Das v. Bal Gopal Singh. (Court can reject appeal 
without the formality of either a recorded judgment or reasons of any description.) 

.(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 190 (197) : 27 Cri L Jour 23, Nazar Md. Khanv.Hara Singh. 

(Nor reasons of any description necessary.) 

(’02) 25 Mad 534 (534) : 2 Weir 473, King-Emperor v. Krishnayga. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Nag 203 (204) : 13 Nag LR 109 : 18Cr.L. J. 993, Rom Itaov. Emperor. 

.•(’93) 0 C P L R Cr 24 (24, 20), Empress v. Paliram. (Order of summary rejection 
under S. 421 does not amount to judgment.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 031 (G32) : 8 I. C. 379 : 13 Oudh Cas 309, Aman Aliv. Emperor. 

(Still the matter being one for discretion of the Court, it is vory important that 
such discretion should be exercised upon sound and reasonable lines.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 597 (597) : 19 Cri L Jour 151 : 2 Pat L Jour 095, Gurubari 
Bchara v. Emperor. 

('25) AIR 1925 Pat 183 (164) : 25 Cri L Jour 1237, Jagarnalh Singh v. Emperor, 

•(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 331 (331) : 31 Cri L Jour 700, Thahur Sahu v. Emperor. 

(’63) 1683 Weir 3rd Edn. 1009 (1009), In rc Bala Subbanna. 

-(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 000 (600), Nga Bo Kin v. Empress. 

(1900-1902) 1 Low Bur Rul 270 (270, 271), Taung Bo v. Crown, 

(’00) 4 Cri L Jour 284 (284) : 190G Upp Bur Rul 49, Emperor v. Nga Scin Gyi. 

•(’19) AIR 1919 Low Bur 154 (15G) : 19 Cri L Jour 310, Nga Ba Myit v. Emperor. 

[See (’20) AIR All 318 (318) : 27 Cri L Jour 449, Shanhcr v. Emperor.'] 

[Oat see (’21) 22 Cri L Jour 321 (321) :G1 1. C. 49 (Pat), GobindBchari v. Emperor.) 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 All 555 (550) : 53 All 797 : 33 Cri L Jour 259, Allah Balcsh v. 

Emperor. 

•(’94) 21 Cal 92 (90), Bash Bchari Doss v. Balgopal Singh. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 344 (344) : 9 C W N 623, Nitya Pal v. Beni Madhab. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 773 (773) : 31 Cri L Jour 474, Kalachand Ghose v. Taiu. 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 81 (83), Budruddin v. Empress. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 270 (271), Taung Bo v. Crown. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 196 (197) : 27 Cri L Jour 23 Nasar Md. Klianv.Eara Singh. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 36G (367) : 39 Cr. L. J. 732, Bala Buz v. Emperor. 

(’37) 38 Cr. L. J. 232 (233): 160 Ind Cas 494 (Pat), Brig Mohan v. Dasrath Singh. 
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Section 421 
Notes 7-10 


the appellate Court has power to dismiss an appeal summarily without 
giving reasons, if the High Court finds that the Court has not applied, 
its mind to the consideration of the faets of the ease, it will remand 
the case back to be heard on the merits . 4 

8. Withdrawal of appeal. — See Note 8 to Section 423. 

9. Review. — See Note 1 to Section 430. 

10. Revision. — It is within the power of the High Court, in 
revision, to say, after considering the facts of each particular case, 
whether or not the appellate Court has exercised a proper discretion 
in acting under this section and either remand the appeal to the lower 
appellate Court to be heard on its merits 1 or to go into the case itself 


(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 331 (331) : 31 Cr. L, J. 760, Thakur Sahu v. Emperor. 

(’86) 8 All 514 (515) : 1886 A W N 177, Queen-Empress v. Bam Narain. 

(’95) 17 All 241 (242,243) : 1895 A W N 68 (FB), Quccn-Emprcss v. Nannliu. 
(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 373 (373) : 3 A L J 693 : 1906 A W N 303, Bhawani Dclial v. 
Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 311 (312) : 36 All 496 : 15 Cr. L. J. 512, Knndan v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 642 (643) : 23 Cr. L. J. 733, Bam Mari v. Santosh Kumar. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 515 (515, 516) : 34 Cr. L. J. 812, Abdul Lalif v. Ahamad. 
(’93) 6 C P L R Cr 24 (26), Empress v. Paliram. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Nag 203 (204, 205) : 13 Nag L R 169 : 18 Cr. L. J. 993, Bam Bao 
v. Emperor. 

(’04) 32 Cal 178 (179) : 2 Cr. L. J. 170, Ekcoivri linker ji v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 All 197 (197) : 17 Cr. L. J. 309 : 38 All 393 (394), Lai Bcliari v. 
Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 88 (88, 89) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1404, Maroti v. Ml. Kasabai. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 150 (151, 152): 30 Cr. L. J. 791, Chandra Sckhar v. Bajaram. 
(Judgment dismissing appeal summarily need not be elaborate but must be such 
as to show that the Court has applied its mind to consideration of evidence on 
record and the pleas raised by the accused.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 290 (291) : 26 Cr. L. J. 4, Brij Mohan Lai v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 597 (597) : 19 Cr. L. J. 151 : 2 Pat L J 695, Gurubari Bchara 
v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 660 (660) : 19 Cr. L. J. 304, Bamkanl Pandit v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 54(56): 20 Cr. L. J. 271, Shambchari Singh v. Emperor. (Order 
should show on the face of it that the Court has perused the petition of appeal 
and the judgment appealed against.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 522 (523) : 21 Cr. L. J. 139, Gancsh Bam v. Gyan Chand. 
(Judgment should show that the Court has considered all the arguments advanced 
before it and the evidence in the case.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 552(552) : 24 Cr. L. J. 477, Padarath Eurmi v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 183 (184) : 25 Cr. L, J. 1237, Jagarnath Singh v. Emperor . 
(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 32 (33) : 36 Cr. L. J. 191, Jagnarain Dubcy v. Ghinliu Dubcy. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 37 (38) : 36 Cr. L. J. 261, Barjoo Malito v. Emperor. 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 520 (520) : 32 Cr. L. J. S6, Krishna Pati v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 37 (38) : 36 Cr. L. J. 261, Barjoo Malito v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 32 (33) : 36 Cr. L. J. 191, Jagnarain Dubcy v. Ghinhu Dubey. 
(’05) 9 Cal W N ccxxix (ccxxix), Kalha Khan v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 660 (660) : 19 Cr. L, J. 304, Bam Kant Pandit v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 597 (597) : 19 Cr. L. J. 151 : 2 Pat L J 695, Gurubari Behara 
v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 176 (176) : 39 Cr. L. J. 380, Clihatu Gope v. Emperor. 
(Order not showing that records were examined or evidence appreciated — Order 
set aside — It is to be noted however that under this section the appellate Court 
is not bound to send for record of case.)] 

Note 10 

1. (’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 904 (905) : 164 I. C. 270 (Cal), Manmaiha Nath v, Union 
Board of Dhatrigram. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 660 (660) : 19 Cr. L. J. 304, Bam Kant Pandit v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 597 (597) : 19 Cr.L.J. 151 : 2 PL J 695, Gurubari v. Emperor. 
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and dispose of it . 2 

14. Appeal. — A judgment by a Judge of a High Court dismissing 
an appeal under this section is an order made in a criminal trial in 
appeal, and therefore no appeal lies from such an order . 1 


422 .* If the Appellate Court does not dismiss 
Notice of appeal, the appeal summarily, it shall cause 
notice to he given to the appellant or his pleader, and 
to such officer as the Provincial Government a may 
appoint in this behalf, of the time and place at which 
such appeal will he heard, and shall, on the applica- 
tion of such; officer, furnish him with a copy of the 
grounds of appeal ; 

and, in cases of appeals under section 417, the 
Appellate Court shall cause a like notice to he given 
to the accused. 


a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

Synopsis 


1. Notice — General. 

2. Notice to appellant or pleader. 

3. Notice to accused. 

4. Notice to complainant-respon- 

dent. 

Other Topics 

Change of time or place of hearing. See 
Note 6. 

Dismissal without fixing date or place. 
See Note 6. 

Legislative changes. See Note 2. 

No admission of appeal for limited pur- 
■ poses only. See S. 421 Note 1. 

No dismissal of appeal for default of 
appearance. See S. 421 Note 2. 


5. Officer appointed by the Provin- 

cial Government. 

6. Time and place of hearing. 

7. Burden of proof in criminal 

appeals. 

(miscellaneous) 

Notice to accused to whom compensa- 
tion awarded under S. 250. See Note 3. 
Notice to appellant in spite of presence 
of his pleader. See Note 2, 

Notice to complainant in appeal agains 
order under S. 545. See Note 4. 

Officers appointed in several provinces. 
See Note 5. 


1. Notice — General. — Where an appeal has been admitted, 
notice under this section must be served on the persons mentioned 
therein, before the appeal could be finally disposed of under s. 423. 1 


* 1882 : S. 422; 1872 : Ss. 62, 269, 279; 1861 — Nil. 


(’19) AIR 1919 Low Bur 154 (156) : 19 Cri L Jour 316, Nga Ba Myit v. Emperor . 
(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 81 (82), Budruddin v. Empress. 

(’82) 18S2 Pun Re No. 35 Cr, p. 42 (46, 49), Lai Klian v. Empress. 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 660 (660) : 19 Cr. L. J.304, Bam Kant Panditv. Emperor* 
(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 385 (387) : 10 C W N 446, Isswar Chandra Das v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 597 (597) : 19 Cr.L.J. 151 : 2 P L J 695, Gurubari v. Emperor . 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 631 (632) : 13 OudhCas309 ; 8I.C. 379, Aman AH v. Emperor . 

Note 11 

1. (’03) 1 Weir 788a (788a), In re Chinna Karuppan. 

Section 422 — Note 1 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (92) : 36 Cr. L. J. 838 : 62 Ind App 129 : 62 Cal 983 
(P C), Emperor v. Dahu Baut. 


Section $21 
Notes 10-11 


Section $22 
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Section 522 
Notes 1-3 


The notice must be served personally on the person to be served 
and only if after due diligence it cannot be served personally, can it 
bo served on any adult male member of the family. (See Ss. G9 and 70) . 
So, where the notice of an appeal was served on an accused person’s 
father, it was held that the officer who was entrusted with the service 
should swear to an affidavit that he made his best endeavours to effect 
personal service but that he could not do so. 13 

Where it is not possible to serve the notice as under Ss. G9 and 70, 
the notice or a copy of it should under S. 71 be left at the address given 
in the appeal. It is not competent to an appellate Court to hear and 
decide an appeal in the appellant’s absonce simply because ho cannot 
be found at the address given by him. 2 

Where in spite of duo notice having been given the parties or 
their pleaders fail to appear at the hearing of the appeal, hut only 
appear on the date fixed for delivery of the judgment, the appellate 
Court is not bound to hear them. 3 

2. Notice to appellant or pleader. — Notice under this section 
must be given to the appellant or his pleader. Under S. 279, the 
•corresponding section of the Code of 1S72, notico had to bo given only 
to the appellant, the words “or his pleader” being absent. It was, 
therefore, held that the fact that the pleader of the accused was 
present in Court when an order was made admitting an appeal did 
not relievo the Court from the necessity of giving notice to the 
appellant of the day fixed for the hearing of the appeal. 1 Under the 
present section, it is enough if notice is given to the appellant or 
his pleader. 

3. Notice to accused. — Under this section notico is necessary 
to the accused only in cases where there is an appeal against acquittal 
under section <117. A notico to the accused person, therefore, to whom 
compensation is ordered to bo paid under S. 250 is unnecessary. 1 But 
seeing that ho is the only person interested in upholding the order, it 
is desirable that notice should bo given to liim. la But the High Court 

la. (’82) 18S2 All W N 170 (170, 171), Empress v. Sunder. 

See also S. 70 Note 1. 

2. (’9G) 189G Eat 8G9 (8G9), Empress v. Hnri Narayan. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Nag 203 (208) : 23 Cri L Join - 752, Nyajuhhan v. Emperor. 
See also S. 310 Note 7. 

Note 2 

1. (’81) 10 Cal L Rep 57 (GO), In re Gopal Chandra Handle. 

■(’83) 1883 Pun Ro No. 7 Cr, p. 9 (9), Miran Bahsh v. Empress. 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Lab 357 (357) : S Lab 5G8 : 28 Cr.L.J. 41G, Bashid Hd.Khany. 
Emperor. 

■(’S8) 1888 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 21 (25, 2G), Empress v. Lai. 
la. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 177 (178) : 33 Cr. L. .T .392, Inrc Dinshahji Hirji Bhai. 
<’2G) AIR 192G Cal 1051 (1055) : 53 Cal 9C9 : 27 Cr. L. J. 108G, Bharasa Note v. 
Sukdeo. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lab G75 (G7G) : 25 Cri L Jour 209, Bamchand v. Jcsa Bam. 

<’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 159 (159) : 29 Mad 187, Emperor v. Palaniappavclan. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 910 (940, 912) : 38 Mad 1091 : lGCr. L.J. 12S, Ycnkalarama 
liter v. Krishna Iyer. 

’(*26) AIR 1926 Sind 143 (144) : 20 Sind L R 11 : 27 Cr. L. J. 248, Momoom v. 
Ibrahim. 
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2 1 < 4 ."*' [Person charged outside presidency- 
towns jointly with European British subject. (Repealed 
by section 10 of the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
XII of 1923 .) ] 

The provisions of the repealed section have been partly incorporated inS. 4 13. 


215. t A commitment once made under 
Quashing commitments section 21o ' by a competent 
under section 213. Magistrate * * or by a Civil or 

Revenue Court under section 47S, can be quashed by 
the High Court only, and only on a point of law. 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “Once made.” 

4. Under Section 213, etc. 

5. Competent Magistrate. 

G. “Civil or Revenue Court under 
section 478.” 


By the High Court only.” 

8. “On a point of law.” 

9. Grounds held insufficient for 

quashing commitment. 

10. Time for quashing commitment. 

11. Effect of quashing commitment. 


Synopsis 
7. “ 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Commitment made to the prejudice of 
accused. See Note 9. 

Commitment of an approver. See Note 9. 

Commitment of an European British 
subject. See Note 9. 

Commitment without discretion. See 
Note 8. 

Insufficient evidence how far a ground. 
See Notes 8 and 9. 

Irregularities in procedure how far 
vitiate the trial. See Note 7. 

Issuing a warrant instead of summons. 
See Note 9. 

Joint inquiry does not vitiate commit- 
ment. See Note 9. 


Joint inquiry and investigation. See 
Note 9. 

No application to quash commitment 
will lie after commencement of trial. 
See Note 10. 

Not giving reasons may invalidate. See 
Note 8. 

Section does not apply to directions to 
commit but the High Court may revise. 
See Note 2. 

Want of sanction under S. 195 and lapse 
of sanction. See Note 8. 

When commitment cannot be qunshed. 
See Note 10. 

When Sessions Court can discharge 
without trial. See Note 7. 


1. Legislative changes. 

(1) There was no section corresponding to this in the Code of 1861. 

(2) The explanation to S. 197 of the Code of 1872, which corresponded 

to this section, did not contain the equivalent of the words 
“under S. 218,” and “or by a Civil or Eevenue Court under S. ITS.” 


* Code of 1898, original S. 214. 

214. If any person (not being an European British subject) is accused before 
n Magistrate other than a Presidency Magistrate of 
Person charged outside having committed an oCence conjointly with an 
presidency towns jointly European British subject who is about to be commit- 
with European British ted for trial, or to be tried before the High Court on a 
subject. similar charge arising out of the same transaction, 

aud the Magistrate finds that there are sufficient 
grounds for committing the accused for trial, he shall commit him for trial before 
the High Court, and not before the Court of Session. 

1882 :S. 214; 1872 : S. 197; 1861 : S. 226. 


i 1882 : S. 215; 1872 : S. 197, Expin.; 1861 — Nil. 


Section 215 


Section 215 
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will not interfere in revision on the ground of want of notice, unless 
there is some illegality in the order . 2 

Notice to complainant-respondent. — Under this section 
a complainant-respondent cannot claim as of right to be heard in the 
appeal. The matter is one which is left in each case to the discretion 
of the Court . 1 

Though there is no provision in case of an order under S. 545 of 
the Code, with regard to notice to the complainant to whom compen- 
sation has been awarded, one of the fundamental principles of law 
is that no order should be passed to the detriment or prejudice of a 
party without giving him an opportunity of being heard in defence. 
In that view notice should, in the exercise of the appellate Court’s 
discretion, be given to a complainant of the hearing of an appeal 
against a conviction in a case in which the complainant has been 
awarded compensation . 2 But the fact that notice of appeal was not 
served on the complainant-respondent is no ground for interference 
where no injustice has been occasioned thereby . 3 See also section 545 
Note 16. 

5. Officer appointed by the Provincial Government. — 

Under this section notice should go to the officer appointed by the 
Provincial Government in this behalf. 

The officer appointed by the Provincial Government in Bombay 
is the District Magistrate . 1 In Bengal the officer appointed by the 
Provincial Government is the District Magistrate except where the 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 150 (150) : 33 Mad 89 : 1 1.C. 79, AmbakkagariNagi v. Basappa. 
2. (’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 150 (150, 151) : 33 Mad 89 : 1 1. C. 79, Ambahhagari Nagi v. 
Basappa. 

.(’21) AIE 1921 Mad 281 (281) : 22 Cr.L. J.5S3, Krishna Kona v. Narayana Dass . 

Note 4 

1. (’40) AIE 1940 Bom 14 (15):41 Cr. L. J. 245, Paragji Bhulabhai v. Bhagivanji 
Baivabliai, (In private prosecutions the Court in its discretion may allow the 
complainant to appear by nn advocate, but it is not in any case bound to do so.) 

.(’37) AIE 1937 Nag 123 (124) : 38 Cr. L. J. 433, Kartikram v. Emperor. (Notice 
to complainnnt — Absence of, not illegal though it is desirable to issue notice if he 
is likely to be prejudiced otherwise.) 

■(’37) AHt 1937 Nag 394 (390): 39 Cri L Jour 75 : ILE (1938) Nag 157, Baghunath 
Zlal v. Paiiram. (It is open to appellate Court in exercise of its discretion to 
hear the complainant in suitable cases.) 

(’30) Am 1930 Eang 247 (248) : 37 Cri L Jour 832 : 14 Bang 744, Iltanda Mcah 
v. Anamalc Chcltyar. 

(’74) 7 Mad H C E App xlii (xlii) : 2 Weir 476. 

See also S. 423 Note 9. 

2. (’30) AIE 1936 Nag 144 (144, 145) : 38 Cri L Jour 76 : ILE (1936) Nag 147, 
Balwant Ganesh v. Motilal Nathuram. 

(’36) AIE 1936 Eang 247 (248) : 37 Cri L Jour 832, Iltanda Mcah v. Anamalc 
Chcttyar. (Failure to give notice is not however an illegality.) 

(’26) AIE 1926 Cal 1054 (1055, 1056) : 53 Cal 969 : 27 Cri L Jour 1086, Bharasa 
Mow v. SuMco. 

3. (’37) AIE 1937 Nag 123 (124) : 38 Cri L Jour 433, Kartikram v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIE 1917 Nag 122 (123) : 14 Nag L E 131 : 19 Cr. L. J. 927, Mangal Ghand 

v. Mohan. 

[See (’33) AIE 1933 Mad 277 (277, 278) : 33' Cri L Jour 596, Kalathi Mudali v. 
Ycnkatcsa Mudali,] 

Note 5 

1. (’23) AIE 1923 Bom 74 (74) : 24 Cri L Jour 700, Emperor v. Sliivlingappa. 


Section 422 
Notes 3-5 
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Section 522 
Note S 


2. (’03) 7 Cal W N 80 (81), Bcpin Bchari Dc v. Ncndi Hariani. 

3. (’2-1) AIR 1924 Lala G75 (075) : 25 Cri L Jour 209, Ramchand v. Jcsa Ram. 
Sec also Rules and Orders of the High Court of Judicature at Lahore (1931): 

PART D — NOTICE OF APPEAL. 

The following Notifications under S. 422 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, pres- 
cribing the officers to whom notice is to be given of an appeal which is not sum- 
marily rejected, are re-printed for information and guidance. 

I. Punjab Government Notification No. ITS dated the 28th January 1891. 

With reference to S. 422 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1882, prescribing that 

any Appellate Court which docs not reject an appeal summarily shall cause notice 
to bo given to such officer as the Local Government may appoint in this behalf, the 
Hon’ble the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to direct that, in the case of an appeal 
preferred by a Railway employee in a case in which he has been convicted of an 
offence committed in his capacity of Railway servant, the Appellate Court shall 
cause notice to be given of the time and place of hearing of such appeal to the Head 
of the Railway Administration concerned ns well ns to the District Magistrate, as 
directed in Punjab Government Notification No. 108-597 dated 8th February 1883. 

II. Punjab Government Notification No. 1/61, dated the 7th December 1898. 
"With reference to S. 422 of Act Y of 1898, the Code of Criminal Procedure, pres- 
cribing that any Appellnto Court which does not reject nn appeal summarily shall 
cause notice to be given to such officer as the Local Government mny appoint in this 
behalf of the time and place at which such appeal will be heard, the llon’ble the 
Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to direct, in supersession of notification No. 108, 
dated 8th February 1S83, that in the case of appeals other than those which lie 
to the District, or specially empowered Magistrate, the Appellate Court shall 
cause notice of the time nnd place of the hearing of such appeal to be given : 

(1) to the Government Advocate, in all cases in which the sentence is one of death, 
transportation for n life or transportation or imprisonment for a term of not less 
than ten years ; 

(2) to the Magistrate of the District, in other cases. 

III. Punjab Government Notification No, 206, dated the 10th February 1905. 
With reference to S. 422 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 189S, prescribing that 

any Appellate Court which docs not reject au appeal summarily shall cause notice 
to be given to such officer as the Local Government may appoint in this behalf, 
the Ilon’blc the Lieutenant-Governor is pleased to direct that in the case of an 
appeal preferred by a postal employee in a case in which he has been convicted, 
of an offence committed in his capacity of postal servant, the Appellate Court 
shall cause notice to be given of the time and place of hearing of such nppeal to 
the Postmaster-General, Punjab and North-West Frontier Province, as well as 
the District Magistrate concerned as directed in Punjab Government Notification 
No. 108-597, dated 8th February 18S3. 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 23G (237) : 15 Cr, L, J. G48, Gurusivami Nailicn v. Tint- 
murthi Chctti. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 2S1 (2S2) : 22 Cr, L. J. 583, Krishna None v. Narayana Dass. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 375 (37G) : 25 Cr. L. J. 13S9, Mustafa Rowthcr v. Shanmuga 
Thevan. 

Sec also the Criminal Rules of Practice and Ordcrsof High Court of Judicature, 
Madras (1931) : 

Rule 240. The following officers are the officers to whom notices of nppeal shall 
be given under S. 422, Code of Criminal Procedure : 

(1) District Magistrates in appeals other than appeals to Court of Session ; 

(2) The Public Prosecutor in appeals to Court of Session ; 

(3) The Prosecuting Inspector of Police in mofussil districts other than the Nil- 
giris in appeals against convictions in cognizablo cases in the appellate Courts 
in those districts other than the Court of Session ; 

(4) The Agent and Manager of the Madras and Southern Mnhrntta Railway and 
the Agent of the South Indian Railway in appeals against convictions for Rail- 
way offences in connexion with those railways respectively ; 


order of a Sessions Judge is in appeal, in which case the Sessions 
Judge is such officer . 2 In the Punjab also, it is the District Magistrate . 3 
In Madras the officer is the District Magistrate in cases other than 
sessions cases and the Public Prosecutor in the case of the High Court 
and in sessions cases . 4 
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As to Oudk and Central Provinces, see below . 5 
Where the District Magistrate is the officer who is to receive the 
notice and the appeal is filed in his Court and heard by himself, no 
notice to him is necessary . 0 But where the appeal is transferred to 
a joint Magistrate for hearing, the fact that it was originally filed 
before the District Magistrate does not relieve the joint Magistrate of 
his duty of giving notice to the District Magistrate . 7 

6. Time and place of hearing, — Under this section, the 
notice should specify the time and place at which the appeal will be 
heard. The Court of appeal should fix a date for hearing and deter- 
mine it on that day. Where the appeal was directed to be heard “in 
January” without fixing a date and the appeal was taken up and 
dismissed on a particular day, without any information to the appellant 
as to the time of hearing, it was held that the dismissal was improper . 1 
So also, a notice to an appellant’s pleader that his appeal would be 
heard next day wherever the Court happened to be encamped is not 
sufficient . 2 An appeal posted for hearing at one place cannot be heard 
and dismissed at another place, without giving notice to the appellant 
or his pleader of the change of place . 3 So also, an appeal posted for 
hearing on a particular date cannot be heard on a date previous to 
that fixed . 4 

(5) The District Forest Officer in appeals against convictions for forest offences, 
except in cases of offences relating to unreserved lands. In such cases notice shall 
be given to the Revenue Divisional Officer who ordered the prosecution ; 

(6) Officers of the Salt and Excise Department in charge of circles in appeals 
against convictions for Salt and Excise offences in their circles ; and in appeals 
to the High Court in Abkari cases, to the Inspector of Excise, Madras Town 
Circle ; 

(7) The Crown Prosecutor for the Town of Madras in appeals to the High Court 
from the judgments or orders of the Presidency Magistrate and the Public Pro- 

■ secutor in other appeals to the High Court. 

5. The Ondh Criminal Rules (1923) : 

Eule 3. As soon ns the date is fixed, the appellate Court shall cause notice to be 
given to the appellant as well as to the District Magistrate who shall inform tlao 
appellate Court whether any one will appear to support the conviction. 

Eule 4. In all criminal appeals before Sessions Judges, notice shall be given to 
Government Pleaders, whether such appeals be presented by pleaders or agents 
or received through the Superintendent of jails. 

Criminal Circulars of the Judicial Commissioner, Central Provinces (1929) : 
Eule 10. The following are the officers to whom notices of appeal shall be given 
under S. 422 of the Code : 

(1) The District Magistrate in all appeals filed before the Court of Session of Judi- 
cial Commissioner ; 

(2) The Prosecuting Inspector of Sub-Inspector of Police in appeals to the District 
Magistrate’s Court or to Courts of Magistrates subordinate to the District 
Magistrate. 

6. (’23) AIR 1923 Bom 74 (74):24 Cr.L.J. 700, Emperor v. Shivlingappa Basappa. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 675 (675) : 25 Cri L Jour 209, Ramchand v. Jesa Ram, 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 281 (283):22 Cr. L. J. 583, Krishna Kone v. Narayana Dass, 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 375 (376) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1389, Mustafa Rowther v. Shan- 
muga Thcvan. 

Note 6 

1. (’81) 1881 All W N 46 (46), Empress v. Wazir Khan. 

2. (’20) AIR 1S20 Bom 318 (818) : 21 Cri L Jour 373, In re Arjun Tathoo. 

3. (’91) 1891 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, p. 16 (17), Bahawal v. Queen-Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 66 (66) : 1905 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, Nihal Singh v. Emperor. 

4. (’82) 2 Weir 475 (475), Slianmugam Chettiar v. Alagia Nurnbia Pillai. 


Section 522 
Notes 5-6 
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Section 422 
, Notes 6-7 


Section 423 


Where a pleader appeared at 10 A. M. to argue the criminal 
appeal on the day notified for hearing, and was informed that the 
appeal was disposed of on merits at 7-30 A. M., the appeal was ordered 
to bo restored and re-heard by some other Magistrate as the pleader 
did not appear to have wilfully absented himself . 5 

7. Burden of proof in criminal appeals. — See Note 14 to Section 423 
and the undermentioned eases. 1 


423 .* (1) The Appellate Court shall then send 
Powers of Appei- f or the record of the ease,- if such 
in^of °appeTi. d,spos " record is not already in Court. After 
perusing such record, and hearing the appellant or his 
pleader, if he appears, and the Public Prosecutor, if 
he appears, and, in case of an appeal under section 417, 
the accused, if he appears, the Court may, if it 
considers that there is no sufficient ground for 
interfering, dismiss the appeal, or may — 

(a) in an appeal from an order of acquittal, 
reverse such order and direct that further 
inquiry be made, or that the accused be 
retried or committed for trial, as the case 
may be, or find him guilty and pass 
sentence on him according to law; 

(b ) in an appeal from a conviction, (1) reverse 

the finding and sentence, and acquit or 
discharge the accused, or order him to be 
retried by a Court of competent jurisdiction 
subordinate to such Appellate Court or 
committed for trial, or (2) alter the finding, 
maintaining the sentence, or, with or 
without altering the finding, reduce the 
sentence, or, (3) with or without such 
reduction and with or without altering the 
finding, alter the nature of the sentence, but, 
subject to the pro visions of section 106, sub- 
section ( 3), not so as to enhance the same; 

* Code of 1882 : S. 423. 

Tlie words “subject to the provisions of S, 10G sub-section (3)” were added in 
cl. (b) (3) and cl. (d) was newly inserted ; otherwise tho section was the same. 

5. (’37) 1937 Mad W N 91 (91, 92), Vcnkatalcrishnayya v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’95) 23 Cal 347 (349), Milan Khan v. Sagai Bcpari. (Rule in civil appeals that 
burden lies on appellant to prove decision of lower Court is wrong does not apply 
to criminal appeals by convicted person — In such cases, if appellate Court feels a 
reasonable doubt as to the guilt of tho accused, it must acquit him.) 

(’82) 11 Cal L Rep 25 (29, 30), Protap Ghundcr v. Empress. (Sound rule to apply in 
trying criminal appeal where questions of fact are in issue is to consider whether 
the conviction is right.) 
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(c) in an appeal from any other order, alter or 

reverse such order; 

( d) make any amendment or any consequential 
or incidental "order that may be just or 
proper. 

(2) Nothing herein contained shall authorize the 
Court to alter or reverse the verdict of a jury, unless 
it is of opinion that such verdict is erroneous owing 
to a misdirection by the Judge, or to a misunder- 
standing on the part of the jury of the lav? as laid 
down by him. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “Shall then send for the record.” 

3. “After perusing the record.” 

4. Dismissal of appeal for default 

can be set aside. See Notes to 
Section 430. 

5. Refusal to entertain appeal on 

ground that conviction ought to 
have been under non-appealable 
section. 

6. Admission of appeal does not 

preclude objection as to its 
admissibility. 

7. Appeal cannot be admitted 

merely for reviewing sentence. 

8. Withdrawal of appeal. 

9. Parties must be given an 

opportunity of being heard. 

10. Notice of appeal. See Notes to 

Section 422. 

11. Connected appeals — Hearing of. 

12. Appointment of assessors in 

appeal. 

13. New plea. 

14. Appreciation of evidence by the 

appellate Court. 

15. Appeal from acquittal — 

Clause (a). 

16. Appeal from acquittal — Order 

for further enquiry. 

1 7. Appeal against acquittal — Power 

to order re-trial. 

18. Re-trial of appeals. 

19. “ Find him guilty and pass sen- 

tence.” 

20. Appeal from conviction — 

General. 


21. “ Reverse the finding and sen- 

tence.” 

22. “Acquit or discharge the ac- 

cused.” 

23. “Order him to be re-tried.” 

24. “By a Court of competent juris- 

diction.” 

25. Discharge and re-trial — If both. 

can be ordered. 

26. Effect of re-trial on offences of 

which accused had been ac- 
quitted in trial Court. 

27. Ordering re-trial for enhancing 

sentence. 

28. Remand for passing sentence or 

for writing proper judgment. 

29. Effect of order for re-trial in. 

appeal. 

30. “Or committed for trial.” 

31. “Alter the finding.” 

32. Reduction of sentence, 

33. “Alter the nature of the sen- 

tence ..... but not so as to 
enhance the same.” 

34. “Appeal from any other order”' 
— Clause (c). 

35. Subsequent events — Power to 

take notice of. 

36. Power to direct sentences to run 

concurrently. 

37. Appellate Court cannot canvass 

previous convictions. 

38. Appellate Court when to report 

to the High Court. 

39. “Any amendment or any conse- 

quential or incidental order” 
— Clause (d). 

40. Verdict" of jury — Sub-sec- 

tion (2). 


Section 325?. 


Code of 1872 : Ss. 280, 284 and 272 para. 3. 

2 SO. The appellate Court, after perusing the proceedings of the lower Court and; 
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'Section $<23 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Abetment o£ offence — Conviction for, by 
appellate Court — When can bo passed 
and wlien not. See Note 31. 

Acquittal — Interference by appellate 
Court. See Noto 15. 

Admission — Objection as to absence of 
sufficient cause for delay or ns to non- 
appealability of sentence can bo taken. 
See Note 6. 

“Alter” — In clause (c) — Meaning. Seo 
Note 34. 

Appeal — No admission for reviewing 
sentence only — If admitted, appellant 
to be heard on merits. See Note 7. 

Appeal — No dismissal on ground of 
sentenco being without jurisdiction. 
See Noto 3. 

Appeal — No summary dismissal. Seo 
Note 9. 

Appeal from acquittal — Grounds not 
contained in objections not to be con- 
sidered. See Note 15. . 

Appeal from acquittal — Power to order 
re- trial is discretionary. See Notes 17 
and 23. 

Appeal from conviction — Appellate 
Court cannot remand simply for exa- 
mination afresh of certain witnesses. 
See Note 20. 

Appeal from conviction — Mere reversal 
is acquittal. Seo Note 21. 

Appeal from conviction — No further 
enquiry. See Notes 1G and 20. 

Appellate Court — • No power to make 
order which would make entire proceed- 
ing infructuous and absurd. See N. 39. 


Appellate Court — No power to remit 
any sentence. See Note 32. 

Appellate Court — Not to report to High 
Court without deciding appeal. See 
Note 38. 

Appellate Court — Powers of. See Notes 1 
and 9. 

Appellant in jail — Not represented by 
pleader — Entitled to appear in person. 
See Note 9. 

Clause (d) — No application to matters 
arising pending appeal or to matters 
at stage of admission. See Note 39. 

Clause (d) — Orders not falling within — 
Examples. See Note 39. 

Co-accused — Appeal by one alone — Ap- 
pellate Court can reduce sentence on 
other in the ends of justice. See 
Note 32. 

Commitment — For commitment by ap- 
pellate Court, offence need not be 
exclusively triable by Sessions Court. 
See Note 30. 

Commitment refusedin view of consider- 
able expense incurred already by ac- 
cused and other circumstances. See 
Note 30. 

“Consequential or incidental” — Mean- 
ing and examples. See Note 39. 

Conviction affirmed — Sentence cannot 
be reversed absolutely. Seo Note 32. 

Conviction for two offences — Whole pro- 
secution evidence disbelieved-— Whole 
conviction to be set aside. See Note 14. 

Discharge on ground of misjoinder — 
Re-trial can be directed. See Note 25. 


after hearing the appellant, his counsel or ngent, if they 
appear, and the Public Prosecutor, Government Pleader 
or other officer empowered by Government or by the 
Magistrate of the district in that behalf, if he appears 
may alter or reverse the finding and sentence or order 
of such Court, and may, if it see reason to do so enhance any punishment that has 
been awarded : 


Appellate Court may 
alter or reverse finding 
and sentence, or enhance 
a sentence. 


Provided that, if the appeal is from the sentence of a Magistrate of any class, 
the appellate Court shall not inflict a greater punishment than might have been 
inflicted by a Magistrate of the first class. 

2S4. When any Court has convicted a person of an offence not triable by such 
Procedure in case of Court the appellate Court shall annul the conviction and 
conviction by Court not sentence of such Court and direct the trial of the case by 
having jurisdiction. a Court of competent jurisdiction. 

272. * 


The High Court may, in any case so appealed, direct a new trial by another 
Court, or may pass such judgment, sentence, or order as may be warranted bylaw. 
Code of 1861 : Ss. 419 and 427. 

419. The appellate Court, after perusing the proceedings of the lower Court, 
Appellate Court may nncl after liearin S the plaintiff or his counsel or agent if 


call for the proceedings 
of lower Court. 

Court of appeal how to 
proceed in case of con- 
viction by a Court not 
having jurisdiction 

■competent jurisdiction. 


they appear, may alter or reverse the finding and sentence 
or order of such Court, but not so as to enhance any 
punishment that shall have been awarded. 

427. When a Court subordinate to a Court of Session 
shall have convicted a person of an offence not triable 
by such Court, it shall be competent _to the appellate 
Court to annul the conviction and sentence of such 
Court, and to dirct the trial of the case by a Court of 
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Duty of appellate Court to go through 
record. See Note 3. 

Entire record lost — Fresh trial ordered. 
See Note 2. 

Evidence — Objection as to admissibility 
— Not to be allowed in appeal for first 
time. See Note 13. 

Evidence — Review by appellate Court 
— Independent judgment to bo exer- 
cised. Seo Note 14. 

■“Finding” — Is not limited to finding 
on law point. See Note 31. 

“Find him guilty" — Words not limited 
to offences with which accused was 
charged in lower Court. See Note 19. 
Finding of fact of trial Court — Power of 
appellate Court to interfere. Seo 
Note 14. 

High Court — Power ns appellate Court. 
See Notes 1 and 22. 

High Court — Power as revision Court. 
See Notes 1 and 22. 

Improper evidence admitted by lower 
Court — Appellate Court should see 
whether there still remains sufficient 
evidence to sustain conviction — See 
Note 14. 

Jury — Objection to jury trial — Not to 
be allowed in appeal for first time. 
Sec Note 13. 

Jury verdict and conviction — Mis-direc- 
tion or error of law — Whether nppel- 
late Court can go into evidence and 
see whether decision is right. See 
Note 40. 

Lower Court decision — Presumption ns 
to correctness. See Note 14. 

New trial — Merely for enhancing 
punishment — To bo used sparingly. 
See Notes 27 and 1. 

No appeal by accused — Conviction not 
to be quashed on ground of loss of 
record. See Note 2. 

Non-appealable sentence — Illegally cor- 
rected into appealable ono — Appeal 
lies. See Note 3. 

No summary dismissal — Records to be 
sent for. See Note 2. 

Pleader appearing without valcalatnanm 
— Time may be granted forproduction. 
See Note 9. 

Power under this section — Large enough 
to invoke English rule that repugnancy 
in verdict is by itself sufficient for 
quashing conviction. See Note 40. 
Towers under this section — Subject to 
other provisions of law. See Noto 1. 

Presumption of innocence of accused 

Effect of lower Court’s decision on it. 
See Note 14. 

Previous conviction — Appellate Court 
cannot go into legality. See Noto 37. 
•Question of law — New plea in appeal. 
See Note 13. 

Remand — No remand for passing legal 
sentence. See Note 28. 


“Re-tried” — Includes re-trinl on appeal. 
See Note 18. 

Re-trial — Charges under Ss. 302 and 201 , 
Penal Code — S. 201 charge withdrawn 

— Conviction under S. 302 — Re-trial 
even for charge under S. 201 can be 
ordered. Sec Note 26. 

Re-trial order can be passed even subse- 
quent to setting aside conviction and 
sentence. See Note 17. 

Re-trial — No re-trial on particular point. 
See Note 23. 

Re-trinl — When will not bo ordered. 
See Note 23. 

Re-trial— When can be ordered. Seo 
Notes 17 and 23. 

Re-trial — Whether can bo before appel- 
late Court. See Noto 24. 

Section 106 (3) — Order as to additional 
security under, is not enhancement. 
See Note 33. 

Section 118 — A ppenl against order undet 

— No re-trial or further enquiry can 
be ordered. See Note 34. 

Section 250 — Order under, cannot be 
passed under clause (d) by nppellate 
Court. Seo Noto 39. 

Section 4 18 and this section. See Note 40. 
Section 439 and this section — Distinc- 
tion. See Note 1. 

Sections 514, 476, 135 and 250 (3). Seo 
Note 34. 

Section 537 and this section. See Note 40. 
Self-defence — New plea in appeal — 
When can be raised. Seo Noto 13. 
Sentence by appellate Court — Whether 
enhancement. Sec Note 33. 

Separate sentences in separate trials — 
High Court can direct them to run 
concurrently. See Note 36. 

Subsequent discovery of evidence — No 
ground for setting aside acquittal or 
ordering re-trial. See Note 17. 
Subsequent events — Not to be looked 
into. See Note 35. 

Summary rejection of appeal under 
S. 421 — Sentence cannot bo reduced. 
Sec Noto 32. 

Trial Court competent to inflict maxi- 
mum sentence — No new trial for en- 
hancing sentence. Seo Note 27. 

Trial Court not writing judgment in 
conformity with S. 367 — Appellate 
Court to remand case for re-hearing 
dc novo and not merely to call for 
fresh judgment. See Note 28. 

Two appeals — To be kept and dealt with 
separately. See Note 11. 

Two appeals — Making cross-references 
to evidence and judgment irregular. 
Seo Note 11. 

Two cross-charges tried separately — 
But one judgment — No prejudice — 
Conviction valid. Seo Note 11. 
Whipping — When may be substituted 
for imprisonment. See Note 33. 
Withdrawal of appeal — At any time 
before judgment. See Note 8. 

2Cr,143. 


Section $23 
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Section 423 1, Scope of the section. — This section prescribes the powers of 

Note 1 the appellate Court in disposing of an appeal. The powers conferred 
on the appellate Court are as ample as those of the High Court on 
revision under S. 439 with the exception of the power to enhance the 
sentence . 1 Where the appellate Court is the High Court itself, it has 
not only the powers under this section, but also those under S. 439. As- 
an appellate Court, it can, under this section, alter the conviction to 
one for an offence of w T hich the accused was acquitted by the lower 
Court, but it has no such power in revision. As a revision Court it can 
enhance the sentence passed by the lower Court though as an appellate 
Court it has no such power. Thus, by a combination of ss. 423 and 439, 
the High Court, in appeal, can convict the accused of an offence of 
■which he had been acquitted and also enhance the sentence . 2 Where 
an appeal is before the High Court, the accused may be warned that, 
at the hearing of the petition, he may be called on to show cause why 
the sentence should not be enhanced . 3 But the stage at which the- 
revisional powers can be exercised does not arise until the peremptory 
provisions of Ss. 422 and 423 have been complied with; thus, the High 
Court cannot, if it does not dismiss the appeal summarily under S. 421, 
act under S. 439 without notice under S. 422 and without sending for 
the record under S. 423. 4 

There is.another distinction between this section and S. 439. Under 
the latter section findings of fact are not ordinarily open to review 
and a proviso against altering an acquittal into a conviction has been 
expressly added therein. On the other hand, this section is concerned ’ 
with the powers of a Court of Appeal when the facts are before the 
Court, and in the absence of a proviso limiting the powers as to 
alteration of findings, such a proviso cannot be implied . 411 

The powers of the Court under this section must be read subject 
to other provisions of law limiting the right of interference to the 
extent specified by such provision. See the undermentioned cases . 5 

Section 423 — Note 1 

1 (’35) AIR 193-5 P G S9 (92) : 36 Cr. L. J. 838 : 62 I. A. 129 : 62 Cal 983 (P C), 
Emperor v. Dahu Raut. 

2. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 35 (36) : 36 Cr. L. J. 482 : 57 All 156 : 62 I. A. 36 (P C), 
Chunbidya v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 258 (260) : 37 Mad 119 : 15 Cr. L. J. 180, Bali Reddy v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 942 (943) : 1904 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, Bliola v. Emperor. 

(’84) 6 All 622 (622) : 1884 AWN 252 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Ram Kuria. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 450 (451) : 32 Cri L Jour 890, Eitabdi v. Emperor. 

[See (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 93 (97):1 Rang 436:25 Cr.L.J. 247, On Shwev. Emperor. 
(Appeal by convict and revision by High Court — High Court acts both under 
S. 423 and S. 439 — Conviction for murder in place of conviction for lesser 
oSence is justified under S. 423.)] 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (92) : 36 Cr. L. J. 838 : 62 I. A. 129 : 62 Cal 983 (P C), 
Emperor v. Dahu Raut. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (91) : 36 Cr. L. J. 838 : 62 I. A. 129 : 62 Cal 983 (P C),. 
Emperor v. Dahu Raut. 

4a. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 723 (726) : 60 Cal 179 : 34 Cr.L.J. 177, Hanuman Sarma 
v. Emperor. 

5. Reformatory Schools Act, S. 16. 

(’98) 20 All 159 (160) : 1897 AWN 230, Queen-Empress v. Qobinda. (Cannot 
interfere in appeal or revision with an order for detention in reformatory school. 
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2, “Shall then send for the record.” — Where the appeal is 
not dismissed summarily under s. 421, the appellate Court is bound to 
send for the record, if such record is not already in Court. 1 Where the 
entire record was lost, the High Court sot aside the conviction and 
ordered a fresh trial. 2 In KamaJcshamvia v. Emperor 3 it was held by 
the High Court of Madras that in the absence of any appeal by the 
person convicted, the conviction cannot, in revision, be quashed merely 
on the ground that some of the material records were lost at the time 
of -the lower Court’s judgment. 

3. “After perusing the record.” — An appeal cannot be 
dismissed for default of appearance. The words “ after perusing the 
record .... if it considers that there is no sufficient ground for 
interfering" shows that it is the duty of the appellate Court to go 

passed in substitution for an order of transporation or imprisonment.) 

(’07) 6 Cr.L.J. 129 (130) : 1907 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 58 (59) : 190S P L R No. 55, 
Bam Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 LBE 441 (M2), Queen-Empress v. Nag Nyan Wwi. (Do.) 
(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 44 (44) : 5 S L R 173 : 13 I. C. 284, Impcrator v. Eajabali. (Do.) 
(’99) 3 Cal W N 57G (579), Empress v. Harisdas Muhcrjce. (Do.) 

(’97) 20 All 158 (159): 1897 AWN 230, Quccn-Empressx. Himai. (Do — Overruled 
on another point in 21 All 391 (F B).) 

(’01) 28 Cal 423 (424) : o C W S 211, Bcasul v. Courtney. (S. 1G does not take 
away jurisdiction of High Court to alter or set aside sentence <in substitution of 
which order for detention is made.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Nag 179 (179) : 27 Nag L R 242 : 32 Cri L Jour 12G8, Muhammad 
Azimuddin v. Emperor. (Sessions Judge has power to alter sentence of imprison- 
ment though order o£ detention falls to tho ground thoreby.) 

[See however (’01) 1 Low Bur Rul G8 (G8), Crown v. DawaaA Sahib. (Can interfere 
when order is against rules framed by Local Government under the Act.) 

(’99) 21 All 391 (401, 404): 1899 A W N 138 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Hari. (Can 
interfere where the order is without jurisdiction.)] 

Cantonments Act (3 of 1880), jeet/on 28. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 40 Cr, p. 77 (84, 87), Chardc v. Empress. (In a case tried 
under S. 28 of tho Cantonments Act no appeal lies from any decision thereon.) 
Act XXXV IT of 185 5, section 4 : 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 11 (11), Queen v. Boydonalh Mulccrji. (Under S. 4, Cl. (1) 
of Act 37 of 1855 all sentences passed in criminal cases aro final and no appeal 
lies to the High Court.) 

Frontier Crimes Regulation (3 of 1901), Ss . 48 and 49. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 436 (437) : 13 Lah 585 : 33 Cri L Jour 333, Mt. Sabhai v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 48 and 49 apply only to orders passed by special tribunals — They 
do not afiect High Court’s powers.) 

Borstal Schools Act (1926), S. 21. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 175 (177) : 2G Sind L R 295 : 34 Cri L Jour ll.IssaAnpario 
v. Emperor. (High Court is precluded from interfering with discretion of Magis- 
trates in appeal.) 

Bengal Suppression of Terrorists Outrages (Supplementary) Act (34 of 1932). 

(’30) AIR 1936 Cal 529 (532) : 37 Cri L Jour 1092 : I L R (1937) 1 Cal 169, Nctai 
Chandra v. Emperor. (Appeals from convictions under Bengal Suppression of 
Terrorists Outrages Supplementary Act— High Court retains its ordinary powers 
as provided in Ch. 31, Cr. P. C., in dealing with appeals.) 

Note 2 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 P C 89 (92) : 36 Cri L Jour 838 : 62 Ind App 129 : 62 Cal 983 
(PC), Emperor v. DahuBaut, (CourtshouldalsocomplywithprovisionsofS.422.) 

See also S. 421 Note 1 

2. (’89) 1889 All W N 55 (55), Queen-Empress v. Khimat Singh. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1038 (1039) : 38 Mad 498 : 14 Cr. L, J .497. 


Section $ 23 
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Section 523 
Notes 3-5 


through the record and dispose of the appeal on the merits } This 
duty is irrespective of the question whether the appellant appears or 
does not appear; if he appears he is bound to be heard; if not, the 
record should be perused and the appeal disposed of on the merits . 2 

The whole record must be perused; it is not enough to merely go 
through the judgment . 3 But documents and evidence not forming part 
of the record of the proceedings of the lower Court cannot be referred 
to or considered in appeal . 1 

An appeal cannot he dismissed on the ground that the sentence of 
the lower Court is without jurisdiction. Where a Magistrate first 
passed a non -appealable sentence and then illegally corrected it into 
an appealable sentence, it was held that an appeal lay against the 
latter and could not he dismissed on the ground that the original 
sentence was non-appealable . 0 

4. Dismissal of appeal for default, if can be set aside. — See Notes to 
Section 430. 

5. Refusal to entertain appeal on ground that conviction 
ought to have been under non-appealable section. — Where a 
conviction is given under an appealable section, the appeal cannot he 
refused to he entertained because the conviction, in the appellate Court’s 
opinion, ought to have been under a non-appealable section . 1 

Note 3 

1. (’ll) 12 Oil L Jour 431 (481) : 12 I G 89 (All), Slicoji v. Emperor. 

(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 553 (554, 555) : 5 Nag L R 76: 2 I.C. 247, Rat anchandx. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 849 (S49): 30 Gri L Jour 902, Nihal v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 659 (659): 11 Lab 242 : 31 Or. L. J. 979, Room v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Ouclb 323 (324): 20 Gri L Jour 744, Balkaran Singh x. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Oudb 334 (334): 31 Cri L Jour 939, Taen v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 170 (176): 6 Pat 16: 28 Cr.L.J. 351, Euldip Singh v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pesb 21 (21): 35 Cri L Jour 963, Din Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 21 Cr, p. 59 (59), Eojira v. Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 66 (66): 1905 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, Nihal Singh x. King-Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 376 (376) : 24 Cr. L. J. 475, Baldco Dubcy x. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 175 (176) : 24 Cri L Jour 662, Ramchandar x. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 548 (54S): 50 Bom 673: 27 Cr.L.J. 1167, Trimbakx. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 95(95):50 Cal 972:25 Cr.L.J. 1150, Banshi Mirdhax. Brojcsicar. 
(’07) 11 Cal W N cxxxv (cxxxvi), Noai Sheikh x. Emperor. 

(’92) 1892 Rat 593 (594), Queen-Empress x. Dcoshanhcr. 

See also S. 421 Note 2. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 54 (56) : 20 Cr. L. J. 271, Sham Behari Singh x. Emperor • 
(An appellant must be given a notice of tbe adjourned bearing.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 176(176): 6 Pat 16: 28 Cr.L.J. 351, Euldip Singh x. Emperor. 

3. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 182 (183) : 19 Ind Cas 182 (Cal), Abbash Ali x. Emperor. 
[Sec (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 368 (368) : 24 Cr. L. J.453, Nciua Lai Rai x. Emperor. 

(Appeal cannot be disposed of summarily without considering whole evidence 
and writing out judgment.)] 

4. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 221 (221) : 6 Ind Cas 12 (Mad), In re Muthu Goundan. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 734 (734) : 8 I. C. 943 (Mad), In re Ghinthalapudi Kotiah. 
(’72) 17 Sutb W R Cr 5 (5): 8 BengLRApp63, Queen x. Wazira. (Evidence taken 

before a Magistrate but not used at tbe trial, cannot be referred to on appeal.) 

5. (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 431 (431): 111, C. 615 (Bom), Emperor x.Eeshavlal Virchand. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 402 (402, 403) : 11 Ind Cas 586 : 35 Bom 418, Emperor x. 

Keshavlal Virchand. 

See also S. 413 Note 5. 

_ Note 5 

1. (’88) 1888 Rat 363 (364), In re Karunaram. 
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QUASHING COMMITMENTS 


Section 215 
Notes 1-2 


(3) In S. 215 of the Code of 1SS2, the words “under S. 213 or 214” 

were for the first time introduced and even that section did not 
contain the words “or by a Civil or Revenue Court under S. 47S.” 

(4) In the Code of 1S9S, the words “or by a Court of Session under 

S. 477 or by a Civil or Revenue Court under S. 47S” were 
introduced after the word ‘Magistrate’. 

(5) The section was amended in 1923. The words “or S. 214” were 
removed by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, XII of 1923, 
consequent on the repeal of S. 214. Likewise the words “or by a 
Court of Session under S. 477” were removed by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923, consequent 
upon the repeal of S. 477. 

2. Scope of the section. — Where a commitment is made — 

(1) under S. 213 by a competent Magistrate, or 

(2) by a Civil or Revenue Court under S. 478, 

it can be quashed only by the High Court and only on a point 
of law. 1 

When the commitment is not made under S. 213 or S. 47S, this 
section does not apply. Thus, a commitment under S. 437 2 or by the 
Appellate Court under S. 423 3 or by the High Court under S. 52G 4 is not 
one under S. 213 and the High Court can, in revision, where such 
an order of commitment is open to revision, consider the propriety 
of the order of commitment on points both of law and of fact. An 
order of commitment under S. 347, however, falls within the purview 
of S. 213 and can be quashed, if at all, only under this section. 3 

When a commitment is not made by a competent Magistrate, the 
commitment may be quashed under S. 532, which does not apply when 
the commitment is made by a competent Magistrate. 0 

The section does not in any way restrict the powers of the High 
Court to pass any orders subsequent to the quashing of the commit- 
ment. 7 This section does not control S. 494. 8 


Section 215 — Note 2 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 165 (167) : 1 Rang 526 : 25 Cr.L.J. 261, Mahomed Moidin 
v. Emperor. (High Court cannot quash commitment merely because of doubts as 
to credibility of evidence.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 144 (145) : 43 Mad 361 : 21 Cr.L.J. 28, Vcnkatagiri Aiycr v. 
N. M. Firm. (Letters Patent (Madras) Cl. 15 is controlled by this Section.) 

2. (’07) 6 Cr.L.J. 406 (408) : 12 OWN 117: 6C. L. J. 760, Bash Beharix. Emperor. 
(’03) 7 Cal W N 327 (328), Pirthi Chand Lai v. Sampatia. 

(’19) AIR 1919 L B 146 (147, 148) : 9 L B R 208 : 19 Cr.L.J. 801, Tarnbi v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 275 (277) : 27 Mad 54 : 7 I. C. 752, In re Kalagava Bapiah. (Com- 
mitment by the High Court under S. 526 cannot be even revised.) 

See also S. 437 Note 20 and S. 439 Note 28. 

3. (’22) AIR 1922 Low Bur 40 (40) : 11 LB R 375 : 25 Cr.L.J. 518, Emperor v. Nga 
Thct She. 

4. (’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 275 (277): 27 Mad 54 : 7 1. C. 752, Inre Kalagava Bapiah. (Com- 
mitment order by High Court under S. 526 is not revisable.) 

5. (’24) AIR 1924 Sind 61(62, 63): 17 SLR 188 : 26 Cr.L.J. 14S, UfZfbai v. Emperor. 

6. (’IS) AIR 1918 Bom 117 (118) : 43 Bom 147 : 20 Cr.L.J. 71; Emperor v. Madliav. 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Bom 494 (495) : 35 Cr.L.J. 479, Emperor v. Slier Alam Khan. 
(High Court can direct Magistrate to try accused himself.) 

8. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 699 (703) : 60 Cal 233': 34 Cr. L. J. 433, Giri Bala Dasi v. 
Mader Gazi. 
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6. Admission of appeal does not preclude objection as to 
its admissibility. — The mere fact that an appeal was admitted in 
the absence of the respondent does not preclude the appellate Court 
from entertaining and giving effect, at the hearing, to an objection 
as to the maintainability of the appeal. Thus, the appellate Court can 
entertain an objection that there was no sufficient cause under S. 5 of 
the Limitation Act for excusing the delay in filing the appeal, 1 or an 
objection that no appeal lies against the particular sentence. 2 See also 
section 421 Note 1. 

7. Appeal cannot be admitted merely for reviewing sen- 
tence. — An appeal cannot be admitted merely for the purpose of 
reviewing the sentence only. If the appeal is admitted the appellant 
is entitled to be heard on the merits of the whole case. Where this is 
not done the High Court will order a re-hearing of the appeal. 1 See 
also S. 421 Note l. 

8. Withdrawal of appeal. — A petition of appeal presented for 
admission may be withdrawn by the appellant. The reason is that a 
right of appeal is a privilege and the party concerned is at liberty to 
insist upon or abstain from the exercise of that right in accordance 
with the principle that every privilege given to a party by law may be 
waived at the option of that party. 1 According to the undermentioned 
case, 2 a party can withdraw his appeal at any time before judgment. 
According to the High Court of Calcutta, 3 it is doubtful if an appeal 
can be withdrawn as of right, after the appellate Court has perused 
the evidence. 

9. Parties must be given an opportunity of being heard. — 

An appeal cannot be dismissed summarily under this section. 1 The 
stage at which the powers under this section are to be exercised arises 
after the notice referred to in s. 422 has been given to the parties 
specified therein. The appellate Court must give the appellant or his 
pleader an opportunity of being heard. 3 It cannot dispose of the appeal 

Note 6 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 111 (111) : 3S Bom 613, Baoji Kcshav v. Krishnarao 
Anandrao. 

2. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 2-54 (254): 40 Cal 631: 19 I C 510, Aziz Sheikh v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 295 (296): I L R (1939) Lab 148: 40 Cr.L.J. 760, Harnam 
Singh v. Emperor, 

(’95) 1895 Rat 826 (827), Queen-Empress v. Dagdu Gangaram. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 351 (351): 32 Cri L Jour 1017, Sheikh Bijhu v. Emperor, 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 276 (277): 41 Cal 406:14 Cr.L.3.48o,NafarSheilehv.Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 453 (455): 4 Pat 254: 26 Cr.L.J. S62, Gaya Singh v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 124 (125): 60 Cal 571: 34 Cr.L.J. 633, Nil Batan v. Emperor. 
Sec also S. 407 Note 1; S. 412 Note 1 and S. 421 Note 1.' 

Note 8 

1. (’79) 5 Cal L Rep 372 (373), In the matter of Ghunder Nath Deb. 

2. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 751 (752, 753) : 17 C P L R 97, Emperor v. Sheikh Basul. 

3. (’SO) 6 Cal L Rep 427 (428), In rc Dtuarka Manjhee. 

Note 9 

1. (’99) 1 Bom L R 225 (225), Queen-Empress v. Gopala Bama. 

(’01) 2 Weir 474 (475), In re Viraswami Naichan. 

2. (’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 48 (49), Fuzl v. Grown. (Time so fixed for appear- 
ance that it was physically impossible for the appellant to be present.) 


Section $23 
Notes 6-9 
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Section 423 immediately after sending for the record without giving any such 

Note 9 opportunity . 8 Thus, it cannot dismiss the appeal without a hearing 

on the ground that “the matter is a mere trifle .”' 1 

On the other hand, where an opportunity has been given, but the 
appellant or his pleader is absent at the hearing , 6 or is not prepared to 
argue , 0 the Court is not bound to wait further but is competent to 
dispose of the appeal on the merits after perusing the record. Thus, 
the only limitation on the powers of the appellate Court is that, before 
disposing of the appeal, it must peruse the record and, if the appellant, 
having been given an opportunity of being heard, is present or is 
represented by a pleader, he must be heard . 7 

Where a pleader appears on behalf of the appellant but files no 
valcalatnama, the appellate Court may grant him some time for 
producing the valcalatnama and then hear him ; but the refusal to 
grant time cannot be said to be wrong . 8 If the appellant is in jail and 
is unrepresented by a pleader, he is entitled to appear and be heard 
in person 9 and, for this purpose, the appellate Court has power to 
direct him to be brought before it. 0a A contrary view has, however, 
been taken by the Chief Court of Oudh, 9b namely that an appellant in 
jail cannot appear in person in Court. 

The only persons that are entitled to be heard are those mentioned 
in the section. A mukhtear is a pleader, and if he represents the 
appellant, he must be heard . 10 A complainant or a private prosecutor 

(’97) 1897 Rat 914 (914), Queen-Empress v. Ghvnia. (Appeal disposed of in cham- 
bers without being aware of the fact that accused was represented by pleader — 
Judgment was set aside.) 

[See however (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 297 (298) : 26 Cri L Jour 419, Kabir Shah v. 
Emperor. (Appeal transferred — Appellant not aware of transfer — Transferee 
Court disposing of appeal on merits does not commit any mistake.)] 

See also S. 421 Note 5. 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 54 (56): 20 Or. L. J. 271, Sham Behan Singh v. Emperor. 
(When appeal is adjourned to another date, notice of it should be given to 
appellant.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 294 (295): 25 Or. L. J. 933, Ta Pu v. Emperor. (Appellant’s 
advocate not given notice of date fixed for hearing appeal.) 

(’82) 2 "Weir 475 (475), Shanmitgam Ghctliar v. Alagia Numbiya Pillai. (Illegal 
disposal of appeal on a date of which no notice was given.) 

4. (’98) 1898 Rat 978 (978), Queen-Empress v. Jivacharam Eeshavram. 

See also S. 486 Note 1. 

5. (’91) 13 All 171 (187) : 1891 A W N 48 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Pohpi. (Over- 
ruled on another point in AIR 1928 All 84 (FB).) 

6. (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 515 (518) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1354 (1356, 1357), Ecwalram v. 
Emperor. 

7. (’91) 13 All 171 (187) : 1891 A IV N 48 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Pohpi. 
(Mahmood, 3. contra.) 

8. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 175 (175) : 21 Cri L Jour 413, Jasir Khan v. Emperor. 

9. (’28) AIR 1928 All 84 (80) : 50 All 543 : 29 Cr. L. J. 334 (FB), Lai Bahadur 
v. Emperor. (Overruling 13 All 171 and dissenting from AIR 1927 Oudh 312.) 

(’S3) 2 Weir 472 (473), In re Kotina Butchaiya. 

(’S3) 2 Weir 473 (473). 

9a. (’83) 2 Weir 473 (473). 

9b. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 312 (313) : 28 Cri L Jour 679, Bam Prasadv. Emperor. 

10. (’81) 6 Bom 14 (15), Imperatrix v. Shivram Gundo. (Disposal without hear- 
ing mukhtiar of accused set aside,) 
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cannot claim, as of right, to be heard in appeal, though the Court may, 
in its discretion hear him . 11 

The parties who are to be heal’d, must be heard in each other’s 
presence . 12 The Court cannot cut short the arguments so long as 
the parties are not guilty of unnecessary repetition or of irrelevant 
arguments ; nor can it decline to hear them or cut short their arguments 
because it is expected by the superior Courts to turn out a certain 
amount of work within a certain time. 

There is a difference of opinion as to whether, if the respondent 
is heard, the appellant has a right of reply. According to the High 
•Court of Calcutta 13 the practice of the Court is to allow the appellant 
a right of reply. According to the High Court of Lahore 14 there is 
nothing in the language of the section to preclude the appellant or his 
pleader from replying, and as a matter of principle such right must 
be conceded to him. The Chief Court of Oudk 16 has, on the other hand, 
held that the appellant’s pleader has no right of reply but that it is a 
■privilege which should not ordinarily be refused by the Court. 

10. Notice of appeal. — See Notes to Section 422. 

11. Connected appeals — Hearing of. — An appellate Court 
should not hear two appeals together; each appeal must be kept 
absolutely separate and dealt with on the merits . 1 Further, it is 
irregular for the Court, while dealing with connected criminal appeals, 
to make cross-references to the evidence and judgments in the several 
cases . 2 Where two parties were charged for their attacks against each 
•other in the same occurrence, and the High Court, though trying the 
two charges separately, gave a single judgment, it was held by the 
Privy Council, that although technically it would have been better to 
have kept the evidence entirely distinct and to have given two separate 
judgments, the irregularity was one which, in the absence of prejudice 


11. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 61 (61, 62) : 33 Cr.L.J.305, Bchari Majhi v. Hari Majhi. 
(No right to be heard but can be heard.) 

■(’40) AIR 1940 Bom 14 (15) : 41 Cri L Jour 245, Paragji v. Bhagwanji. (Court 
in its discretion may allow the complainant to appear by an advocate, but is not 
bound to do so.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 394 (396) : 39 Cr. L. J. 75 : I L R (1938) Nag 157, Raghunatli 
Mai v. Patiram. 

(’04) 9 Cal W N lx (lx), In re Doiolatram. (Was heard.) 

(’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 29 Cr, p. 71 (72), Akbar v. Empress. (No right to be heard 
except by permission.) 

(’71) 7 Mad HCE App xlii (xlii) : 2 Weir 476. 

See also S. 422 Note 4. 

12. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 856 (856, 857) : 33 Cri L Jour 775, Shaikh Bhotali v. 
Shaikh Ralu. 

13. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 856 (857)’: 33 Cr.L.J. 775, Shaikh Bhotali v. Shaikh Ralu. 

14. (’16) AIR 1916 Lah 74 (74, 75) : 1917 Pun Re No. 21 Cr : 18 Cri L Jour 3, 
Buta Singh v. Emperor. 

15. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudk 65 (66) : 25 Cri L Jour 1169, Prag v. King-Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 50 (50) : 25 Cri L Jour 1173, Bahra v. Emperor. (Privilege 

should never be refused.) 

Note 11 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 230 (230, 231) : 29 Cr. L. J. 512, Boat Ali v. Emperor. 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 Cal 912 (913) : 17 Cri L Jour 439, Superintendent and Remem- 
brancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Mon Mohan Roy. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1021 (1022):16Cr.TjJ. 542, IndraTalavarv.NarasimhaRazi. 


Section 423 
Notes 9-11 
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Notes 11-15 


would not affect the validity of the convictions. 3 Where the Sessions- 
Court reversed the finding of the lower Court on a question of fact, 
without discussing the evidence in the case hut referring to His finding 
in the appeal in a counter-case, it was held that the procedure, though 
convenient for the Sessions Judge, raised difficulties when the case 
came before the High Court in revision for want of material for High 
Court and hence the case should be remanded. 4 

12. Appointment of assessors in appeal. — The appointment 
of assessors in appeal is not authorized by law. 1 

13. New plea. — A plea of self-defence can be raised for the first 
time in appeal and the appellate Court should examine the plea so 
raised, 1 if the facts on the record justify such plea. 2 Similarly, a question 
of law such as that the prosecution is barred by limitation, 3 or that the 
trial is vitiated by an illegality 4 (e. g., a misjoinder of charges, 5 or the 
constitution of the Court being illegal or irregular 50 ) may be raised for 
the first time in appeal. As a general rule, however, an objection as to 
the admissibility of evidence will not be entertained for the first time 
in appeal. 5 Similarly, an objection that the trial ought to have been 
with the aid of assessors and not by jury will not be entertained for 
the first time in appeal. 7 

15. Appreciation of evidence by the appellate Court. — 

The appellate Court should exercise its own independent judgment 
in reviewing the evidence 1 and must form its own conclusions on the 


3. (’27) AIR 1927 P G 26 (26, 27) : 8 Lak 193 : 28 Cr. L. J. 254 (P C), Madcit 
Khan v. Emperor. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 494 (494) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1349, Beta Singh v. Emperor. 

See also S. 353 Note 4 and S. 537 Note 30. 

Note 12 

1. (’68) 1868 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 42 (42), Crown v. Syud Ahmud. 

See also S. 284 Note 8. 

Note 13 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 All 664 (666) : 26 Cri L Jour 997, Ajudliia Prasad v. Emperon 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 202 (202) : 20 Cri L Jour 1552, Bahimanshah v. Emperor. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Lak 606 (607) : 34 Cri L Jour 462, Nnr Dad v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudk 251(254) : 35 Cr. L. J. 943, Md. Nabi Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’03) 7 Cal W N 883 (888), Bijoyendra Ball v. Emperor. 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : 41 Cr. L. J. 176 : 1 L R (1939) Bom 648, Emperor 
v. Jhina Soma. (Prosecution is not debarred from talcing ground in appeal tkat 
Sessions Judge omitted to explain law to jury.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudk 113 (113) : 32 Cri L Jour 91 : 0 Luck 386, Bam Lautan v. 
Emperor. (Approver on turning against prosecution tried jointly witk other 
accused and kis confession relied on ns basis for conviction of all accused.) 

5. (’02) 26 Mad 125 (126, 127) : 2 Weir 295, Krishnasami Pillai v. Emperor. 

5a. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 92 (93) : 30 Cri L Jour 484, Intas Mandal v. Emperor. 

[But see (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 291 (291, 294) : 57 Cal 1062, Superintendent and 
Bcmcmbrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Bhajoo Majhi. (Not entertained as 
there was no prejudice.)] 

6. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 101 (103) : 37 Cr.L.J. 445, Narain Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 190 (192) : 34 Cri L Jour 430, Eusuf Ali v. Emperor. 

7. (’30) 1930 Mad W N 776 (776), Karuppa Thevan v. Emperor. 

Note 14 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 45 (47) : 39 Cr. L. J. 248, Nga Kyaio Hla v. The King. 
(Appellate Court must independently scrutinze evidence and be convinced tkat 
no reasonable man can come to any other conclusion than tkat the accused was 
guilty.) 

(’90) 1890 All W N 148 (148), Queen-Empress v. Bishan, 


t 
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evidence . 2 A general agreement with the lower Court is not enough . 3 
A trial Court may give a finding of fact in two ways : 

(a) by drawing inferences from proved and admitted facts, or 

(b) by relying on the credibility of the evidence. 

This credibility may again depend upon the demeanour of the 
witnesses or upon other factors. In case (a) , the appellate Court is in 
as good a position as the first Court. Even in case (b), -where the 
credibility of the evidence depends upon factors other than the 
demeanour of witnesses, the appellate Court is free to come to its own 
conclusions as to the credibility of the evidence . 33 Similarly, when the 
trial Court convicts and the appellate Court acquits the accused, the 
High Court, on appeal by the Government against the acquittal, is not 
in any -worse position than the first appellate Court, in the matter of 
weighing the evidence . 4 Where, however, a finding of fact is based upon 
the credibility of evidence involving the appreciation of the demeanour 
of witnesses, the view of the trial Court which has seen and heard the 
witnesses is entitled to great weight and should not bo lightly 
discarded.® In such eases the appellate Court will not interfere unless 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Bui 516 (516, 517), Kyan Zan v. Queen-Empress. 

2 . (’68) 1868 Pun Re No. 8 Cr, p. 17 (23), Slier Ali v. Grown. 

(’96) 23 Cal 347 (349), Milan Khan v. Sagai Bcpari. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 100 (102) : 11 Pat 807 : 34 Cri L Jour 427, Mosaddi Eai v. 
Emperor. (Admission of counsel does not relieve the appellate Court of this duty.) 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 419 (420) : 40 Cal 376 : 20 I. C. 403, Fidoi Hossein v. Emperor. 
(The fact that counsel did not refer to evidence does not absolve the Court from 
looking into it.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 182 (183) : 19 I. C. 182 (Cal), Abbasli Ali v. Emperor. (Where in 
a criminal appeal, no one appears on behalf of the appellant, the Court ought to 
peruse the evidence and come to a finding upon facts independently of the judg- 
ment. A decision on perusal of the judgment only is not legal.) 

(’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 414 (414) : 61 1. C. 654 (Cal), Nogendra Nath v. Emperor. (Con- 
viction under S. 324, 1. P. C. — Appellate Court is bound to come to definite find- 
ing of its own as to how, where and by whom injuries were caused to complainant.) 
(’24) AIB 1924 Cal 618 (619) : 25 Cri L Jour 1044, Inatulla Sircar v. Emperor. 
(Appellate Court is bound to give explicit opinion on question of fact involved in 
.the case.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 842 (843) : 35 Cri L Jour 1229, Emperor v. Noor Ahmed. (It 
must review the entire evidence.) 

(’76) 1876 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 6 (7), Turin v. Crown. (The law of appeal consti- 
tutes the appellate Court a Judge of the facts as completly as the Court of first 
instance, and the former Court should give 'the benefit of the doubt to the 
accused, if it feels any doubt about the guilt of the accused.) 

3. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 43 (43) : 9 I. C. 261 (Cal), Tatra Mohan v. Akhil Ghandra. 
See the following cases : 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 496 (497): 22 Cr. L. J. 485, Mayadliar Mahanty v. Danardan 
Kund. (Where a prosecution case is disbelieved in essential particulars, it is not 
safe to convict the accused on the residue of the evidence that may be acceptable.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 410 (411) : 28 Cri L Jour 238, In re V enkataswami. (Reject- 
ing part of prosecution story — Conviction can be based on rest of evidence.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 534 (536): 20 Cri L Jour 375 : 4 Pat L Jour 289, Bam Prasad 
Mahion v. Emperor. (Appellate Court finding part of evidence to be untrue — He 
should examine residue with care and scrutinize same with caution.) 

3a. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (80) : 37 Cri L Jour 394 : 63 Cal 929, Benoyendra 
Chandra v. Emperor. (Decision of case turning upon question as to what infer- 
ence is to be drawn from well-established facts about which there is no doubt — 
High Court is entitled to draw necessary inference.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 120 (124) : 27 Cri L Jour 529, Sitla Baksh v. Emperor. 

4 . (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 403 (405): 32 Cr.L. J, 348, Emperor v. Mohammad Khan. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 329 (331), Bharpura v. Dewan Ghand. 


Section $23 
Note 1$ 
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Section 423 the indications of mistake are obvious or the evidence too strong to be 

Kota 14 rejected especially where the lower Court’s finding is in favour of the 

accused’s innocence . 0 Except in this respect there is no difference in 

(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 49 (51):39 Or. L. J. 281: 16 Pat 116, Emperor v. Baharuddin. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 45 (47): 39 Cr. L. J. 248, Nga Kyaw Hla v. The King, 

(’15) AIR 1915 P C 1 (2) : 39 Bom 386 : 42 Ind App 110 (P 0), Bombay Cotton 
Manufacturing Company v. Motilal Shivlal. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 13 (14), Queen v. Madhub Chunder Giri. 

(’ 25) AIR 1925 Oudh 715 (717): 26 Cri L Jour 1317, Shco Narain Singh v. King- 
Emperor. (The High Court must be guided as regards the credibility of oral evi- 
dence mainly by the Court that heard it.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 95 (97) : 36 Cri L Jour 348, Ibrahim v. Emperor, (Lower 
Court’s opinion should be treated as almost conclusive.) 

(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 929 (930) : 139 Ind Cas 756 (Oudh), Emperor v. Paragi. (The 
appellate Court must be slow to differ from the opinion of the trial Judge as 
regards the value of the testimony of witnesses unless there are good grounds.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Mad 846 (847) : 31 Cri L Jour 449, Public Prosecutor v. Palciri- 
siuami. (It is only in very exceptional circumstances that a Court dealing with 
an appeal against an acquittal should reverse that finding by accepting oral evi- 
dence which the trial Court after enjoying the advantage of hearing the witnesses 
has disbelieved.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 86 (87) : 8 Rang 671 : 32 Cr. L. J. 929, Emperor v. Maxing 
Tun Nyan, 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 372 (373) : 35 Cr. L. J. 66, Emperor v. Parameshwar Din. 
(Judge trying case with marked care and intelligence — His opinion as to credibi- 
lity of witnesses should ordinarily be accepted.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 245 (246): 27 Cri L Jour 57, Bhutan v. Emperor. (Question 
of credibility of witness is one for trial Court, not for appellate Court.) 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 160 (163) : 2 Ind Cas 825 (Bom), Mustafa Bahim v. Motilal. 
.(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 491 (496):8 Pat 496:31 Cr. L. J. 148, Emperor y. Deboo Singh. 

[ Sec (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 232 (233): 34 Cri L Jour 318 ,Banta Singh v. Emperor. 
(It is not desirable in most cases to rely upon the evidence which has been defi- 
nitely disbelieved by the trial Judge for good reasons and to try to support the 
conviction of an accused person on such evidence.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind -325 (326) : 35 Cri L Jour 129, Emperor v. Mohammad 
Oosman .] 

[See also (’82) 11 Cal L Rep 25 (29, 30), Protap Chunder Mutter jee v. Empress. 
(The sound rule to apply in trying a criminal appeal where questions of facts 
are in issue is to consider whether the conviction is right and in this respect a 
criminal appeal differs from a civil one.) 

(’74) 20 Suth W R Cr 13 (13) : 11 Beng L R 33, Queen v. Kheraj Mullah.'] 

•6. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 22 (25) : 3S Cr. L. J. 350: 30SLR456, Jalalr. Emperor. 
(Judicial Commissioner’s Court will interfere if strong grounds exist.) 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 7S1 (7S9) : 1904 PunReNo. 7 Cr, King-Emperor v. Chattar Singh. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 427 (431) : 15 Cri L Jour 203, Emperor v. Bishen Singh. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 244 (245) : 22 Cri L Jour 172, Emperor v. Samand. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 54 (55) : 19 Cri L Jour 275, Emperor v. Mt. Jawai. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 105 (107) : 19 Cr.L. J. 723 : 1918 Pun Re No. 25 Cr, Emperor 
v. Muhammad Shafi. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 286 (286) : 19 Cri L Jour 710, Emperor v. Lachmandas. 
(Culpability of accused must be very clear and indubitable before appellate Court 
would interfere.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 356 (359) : 20 Cri L Jour 188, Pallia v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 440 (442) : 19 Cri L Jour 187, Emperor y. Jagat Bam. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 710 (715) : 3G Cri L Jour 419, Emperor v. Muhammad Khan. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 871 (874) : 35 Cr. L. J. 137, Emperor v. Bai Singh. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 388 (390) : 34 Cri L Jour 598, Emperor v. Slier Singh. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 296 (298) : 35 Cri L Jour 626, Muzaffar v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 549 (554) : 28 Cri L Jour 556, Emperor v. Bahhtaivar Lai. 

[See (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 143 (143) : 33 Cri L Jour 900, Udharam v. Emperor. 
(Courts are always reluctant to interfere with the findings of a trial Court unless 
strong grounds are made out for so doing.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 254 (255) : 34 Cri L Jour 858, Emperor v. Hub Lai, (Judg- 
ment of acquittal will not be interfered with in absence of strong and cogent 
grounds.)] 



CH.31.3 appellate court's powers in disposing of appeal 2283 

lie manner of appreciating evidence, between an appellate Court and 
the trial Court. 7 Where the evidence has been properly appreciated by 
the lower Court and its view cannot be said to be wrong, the appellate 
Court cannot interfere. 8 

There is a difference of opinion as to whether the appellant is 
bound to show that the decision of the lower Court is wrong. On the 
one hand, it has been held that there is no such burden on the appel- 
lant. It is for the appellate Court, as for the first Court, to be satisfied 
affirmatively that the prosecution case is substantially true and that 
the guilt of the accused has been established beyond all reasonable 
doubt. 0 According to this view, the presumption of innocence with 
which the accused starts, continues right through until he is held guilty 
by the final Court of Appeal ; this presumption is not strengthened by 
an acquittal or weakened by a conviction in the trial Court : the onus 
of iiroof is neither increased nor lightened by an order of conviction 
or acquittal. 10 

On the other hand it has been held in the undermentioned case 11 
that the presumption is that the lower Court’s decision is correct. 
According to this view, an appellant is not in the same position before 
an appellate Court as he is before the Court trying him, but must satisfy 
the appellate Court that there is sufficient ground for interfering. 12 It 
is submitted that the former view is to be preferred to the latter. 

Where the whole of the prosecution evidence is disbelieved, a 
conviction by the lower Court in respect of two offences cannot be set 
aside as regards one offence and confirmed as regards the other ; the 
whole of the conviction should be set aside. 13 Where improper evidence 
is admitted the appellate Court should see whether, excluding it, there 
still remains sufficient evidence to sustain the conviction of the lower 
Court and, if so, it should not interfere. 14 See also section 167 of the 
Evidence Act. 

15. Appeal from acquittal — Clause (a). — Section 407 of the 
•Code of 1861 specifically provided, that “there shall be no appeal from 

7. (’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), In re Goomance. (Appellate Court is bound pre- 
cisely in the same way as trial Court to test evidence extrinsically as well as 
intrinsically.) 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 All 457 (458, 461) : 40 Cri L Jour 772, Emperor v. SheoSewak 
Singh. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudk 62 (63) : 34 Cri L Jour 377, Bameshwar Tewariv. Emperor. 

(Conclusion of trial Court supported by probabilities of case should be upheld.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 269 (271, 272) : 35 Cri L Jour 58, Chhotte Lai v. Emperor. 
[See (’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 83 (84, 85) : 6 Luck 582 : 32 Cri L Jour 630, Emperor 
v. Narain.'] 

9. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 45 (47) : 39 Cri L Jour 248, Nga Eyaw Elax. The King. 
(’96) 23 Cal 347 (349), Milan Khan v. Sagai Bepari. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 187 (187) : 15 Cri L Jour 686 : 42 Cal 374, Kanchan Mallik 
v. Emperor. 

10. (’34) AIR 1934 All 842 (843) : 35 Cri L Jour 1229, Emperor v. Nur Ahmad. 

11. (’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 15 (16), Queen v. Bamlochun Singh. 

12. (’83) 5 All 386 (387) : 1883 AWN 72, Empress v. Sajiwan Lai. 

(’98) 20 All 459 (464) : 1898 AWN 117, Queen-Empress v. Brag But. 

13. (’18) AIR 1918 All 355 (355) : 19 Cri L Jour 37, Sheobans Singh v. Emperor. 
[See also (’02) 6 Cal W N 380 (382), Motijan Bibi v. Grown.] 

14. (’74) 11 Bom H C R 90 (98), Beg. v. Parbhiidas. 
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Section 523 a judgment of acquittal passed in any criminal Court.” This was in. 

Noted 5 accordance with the old established principle of English law that a 

man once tried and acquitted for an offence is ipso facto protected 
from any subsequent proceeding for that offence, whether the subse- 
quent proceeding is by the appellate or revisional Court. 

On grounds of public policy, 1 however, a right of appeal against 
an acquittal, subject to certain limitations, was for the first time 
recognised in this country by the Code of 1S72. 2 An appellate Court 
will, however, hesitate and feel great reluctance in interfering ■with the 
finding of the Court below and coming to a different conclusion. 3 
Where two views are possible on the evidence, an appellate Court will 
not interfere merely because it would, sitting as a trial Court, have 
taken the other view,' 1 unless it is shown that there has been some 
irregularity in procedure or some other serious defect which necessitates 
the re -examination of the entire evidence and a fresh conclusion. 5 
Again, where the evidence against the accused is too scanty or insuffi- 

Note 15 

1. (’31) AIR 1934 All 27 (31) : 56 All 354 : 35 Cri L Jour 3G4 (FB), Emperor v. 
Shco Janalc Panic. 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 All 439 (441), Emperor v. Bam Aclliin Singh. 

[Sec (’81) 4 All 148 (148) : 1881 A W N 159, Empress of India v. Gayadin, 

(’74) 7 Mad H G R 339 (341) : 2 Weir 47G, In re Government Pleader.] 

See also S. 417 Note 1. 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 15G (157): 38 Cri L Jour G38, Superintendent and Bcmcm- 
branccr of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Jatindra Mohan. (Appeals by the Crown 
against acquittals purely on questions of fact are not often encouraged by appellate 
Courts.) 

(’37) 39 P L R 776 (777), Emperor v. Sardara Singh. (Tbe High Court will not 
interfere unless, in view of all tbe circumstances, tbe view taken by tbe Sessions 
Judge is clearly erroneous.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 27 (35) : 5G All 354 : 35 Cri L Jour 3G4 (FB), Emperor v. Shco 
Janalc Panic. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 295 (295) : 19 Sind L R 111 : 2G Cri L Jour 1028, Emperor 
v. Sundardas. 

(’23) MR 1923 Oudb 217 (224) : 24 Cri L Jour 770, Emperor v. Naloram. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Oudb 112 (114) : 17 Cri L Jour 540, Emperor v. Durga Prasad. 
(Lower Court’s decision should not be lightly set aside.) 

[See also (’27) 28 Cri L Jour 212 (212, 213) : 99 Ind Cas 1012 (Lab), Emperor v. 
Ibrahim.] 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 All 457 (4G1) : 40 Cr. L. J. 772, Emperor v. Shco Scwalc Singh. 
(’34) MR 1934 All 27 (36) : 5G All 354 : 35 Cr. L. J. 304 (FB), Emperor v. Shco- 

Janalc Panic. (But even this is mere rule of caution nnd sound practice, nnd not 
any rule of law.) 

(’31) MR 1231 All 712 (716) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1073, Emperor v. Baldco Eocri. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 439 (442), Emperor v. Bam Adhin Singh. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lab 54 (58) : 19 Cr. L. J. 275, Emperor v. Mt. Jawai. 

(’16) AIR 191G Lab 380 (382) : 17 Cr.L.J. 97, Bacliinta v. Emperor. (High Court- 
will not interfere where appeal is based on doubtful weighing of facts.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lab 427 (431) : 15 Cr. L. J. 203, Emperor v. Bishcn Singh. 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No.ll Cr, p. 31(32):1903 P.L.R. No. 142, Emperor v. Mangat. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 212 (215) : 35 Cr. L. J. 349, Emperor v. Nalha Singh. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 523 (524) : 36 Cr. L. J. 635, Emperor v. Kura. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Oudb 112 (114) : 17 Cr. L. J. 540, Emperor v. Durga Prasad. 

(’94) 16 All 212 (214) : 1894 AWN 49, Queen-Empress v. Bobinson. 

(’81) 4 All 148 (149) : 1881 AWN 159, Empress of India v. Gayadin. 

(’S2) 1882 All W N 64 (64), Empress v. Wali Mohammad. (Following 4 All 148.) 
(’31) 1931 Mad W N 729 (730), Public Prosecutor v. Bamudu. 

5. (’34) AIR 1934 All 27 (36) : 5G All 354': 35 Cri L Jour 364 (F B), Emperor v. 
Sheo Janalc Pande. 
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ciont , 0 or where ifc is not established beyond all reasonable doubt that 
'the respondent is guilty of the offence charged , 7 the appellate Court 
will not interfere with the acquittal. Nor will the finding of the trial 
Court be displaced merely because the Government’s view of the enso 
does not coincide with that of the trial Court.® 

Except in regard to the points stated above, there is no distinction 
drawn, so far ns tho sections of the Code themselves are concerned, 
between appeals from convictions and appeals from acquittals in 
regard to the rules and limitations applicable to them. It was, 
however, held in several decisions, that a distinction must be drawn 
as regards tho powers of the appellate Court in dealing with an appeal 
from an acquittal and an appeal from a conviction.® Thus, it was 
hold that tho appellate Court had no jurisdiction to reverse an order 
of acquittal on a matter of fact except in cases in which tho lower 
Court had “obstinately blundered ’’ 10 or had, through incompetence, 
stupidity or perversity reached distorted conclusions ns to produce a 
positive miscarriage of justice , 11 or had, in some other way, so 
conducted itself as to produce a miscarriage of justice, 1 " or lmd 


-6. (’31) AIR 1931 All -139 (-1-12), Emperor v. Earn ,-Ulhin Singh. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 712 (715) : 32 Cri L Jour 1073, Emperor v. Baldco Koeri. 

[See also (’77) 1 Bom G10 (023), Beg. v. llanmanta. (To reverse judgment of 
acquittal, evidence stronger than statement of accomplice and of witness who 
is entirely disbelieved by lower Court must be shown.)} 

7. (’36) AIR 1939 Sind SO (SI) : 39 Cri L Jour 501 : 32 S L R GS9, Emperor v. 
Gulab Shah. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Rang SG (S7) : S Rang G71 : 32 Cr. L. J. 929, Emperor v. Maung 
Tun Nyan. 

8. (’91) -1 All IdS (150) : 18S1 A W N 159, Empress of India v, Gayadin. 

(’91) 1G All 212 (211) : 1891 A W N -19, Queen-Empress v. Bobinson. 

9. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 4G5 (1GC) : 32 Cri L Jour 1079, Emperor v. Mica jjar. 

10. (’81) d All 118 (150) : 18S1 A W N 159, Empress of India v. Gayadin. 

(’91) 10 All 212 (214) : 1894 A W N 49, Quccn-Emprcss v. Bobinson. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 119 (121) : 23 Cr. L. J. 410, Emperor v. Kunja Dusadh. 

11. (’29) /MR 1929 Pat 491 (49G):S Pat 490:31 Cr.L.J. 148, Emperor v. Deboo Singh. 
(’82) 4 All 148 (149, 150) : 1881 A IV N 159, Empress of India v. Gayadin. 

(’94) 1G All 212 (214) : 1894 A W N 49, Quccn-Emprcss v. Bobinson. 

[Sec (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 337 (3S8) : 35 Cr.L.J. 7SG, Emperor v. Kga Po Yin. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 503 (508) : 30 Cri L Jour 11 1G, Emperor v. Bam Prasad. (In 
order to interfere, the judgment must be such ns no body of sensible men 
could arrive at.)] 

12. (’33) /MR 1933 Posh 27 (28) : 34 Cr. L. J. 3S4, Emperor v. Chaitar Singh. 
(’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 25 (2G), Quccn-Emprcss v. Ghulam Muhammad. 
(’1G) AIR 191G Lah 143 (144) : 17 Cr, L. J. 194 : 191G Pun Re No. 15 Cr, Emperor 

v. Nawab . 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 523 (524) : 3G Cr. L. J. G35, Emperor v. Kura. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 212 (215) : 35 Cr. L. J. 349, Emperor v. Natha Singh. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Rang 44 (47) : 35 Cr. L. J. 855, Emperor v. U Ba U. 

{'24) AIR 1924 Cal 611 (G14) : 2G Cr.L.J. 71, Superintendent and Bcmembranccr 
of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Puma Chandra Gliosc. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 3G4 (370) : 11 Ind Cas 132 : 1911 Pun Re No. 10 Cr (FB), 
Emperor v. Eiru. (Not merely on the ground that the correctness of the judg. 
ment is open to doubt.) 

[See also (’75) 7 N W P H C R 19G (199), Queen v. Diikaran. (Powers under this 
section should be exceptionally used.)] 
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obviously blundered , 13 or its judgment was wrong and perverse , 1 ' 1 or 
was unreasonable . 15 A contrary view was also expressed in other 
decisions, namely, that there was no distinction as regards the powers 
of the appellate Court between an appeal from an acquittal and an 
appeal from a conviction, and that the only question in each case was 
whether tho conclusions upon the evidence were proper and correct . 10 

13 . (’31) AIR 1931 All 439 (442), Emperor v. Bam Adhin Singh. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 712 (715) : 32 Cri L Jour 1073, Emperor v. Baldco lioeri. 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 729 (730), Public Prosecutor v. Ramudu. (Judgment must 
be manifestly wrong.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 81 (85) : 31 Cri L Jour 141, Emperor v. Soopi. (In an appeal 
from an acquittal the order of the Magistrate will be reversed only if it is palpa- 
bly wrong or foolish.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 17S (179): 2S Cri L Jour 55, Emperor v. Abdul Latif. (Unless 
manifestly wrong or perverse appellate Court cannot weigh evidence.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 11G (119) : 0 Luck 539 : 32 Cri L Jour 094, Gafoor Khan v. 
Emperor. (Judgment must be manifestly wrong — 4 All 148, dissented from.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 372 (373) : 35 Cri L Jour GO, Emperor v. Parmcshwar Din. 
(Do.) 

14 . (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 287 (288) : 15 Cr. L. J. 1G0, Deputy Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Amulya Gharan Awan. 

(’ 1G) AIR 191G Mad 711 (712) : 1G Cr. L. J. 529, Public Prosecutor v. Narayana 
Naidu. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 704 (704, 705) : 31 Cr. L. J. 897, Public Prosecutor v. Laksh- 
mamma. 

(’87) 1887 Rat 344 (347), Quecn-Empressx. Sayad Surfuddin. (Decision of assessors.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 85 (85) : 34 Cri L Jour 545, Emperor v. Sangaram. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah GOO (G02) : 2G Cri L Jour 1141, Emperor v. Bam Karan. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 525 (52G) : 20 Ind Cas 1005 (Lah), Emperor v. Ml. Bakhtawari* 

15 . (’32) 33 Cr. L. J. 932 (933): 139 Ind Cas 740 (Oudh), Emperor x. Bharat Singh. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Rang 44 (45) : 35 Cri L Jour 855, Emperor v. U Ba U. 

(’01) 1 Cr.L.J. 781 (789) : 1904 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, King-Emperor x.Chattar Singh. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 427 (431) : 15 Cri L Jour 203, Emperor v. Bishcn Singh. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 21 (23) : 21 Cri L Jour 349, Emperor v. Turczi. 

16 . (’34) AIR 1934 All 27 (35): 5G All 354: 35 Cr.L.J. 3G4 (FB), Emperor x.Shco 
Janak Pandc. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 335 (337): 25 Cri L Jour 78G, Emperor v. Moti Khoda. 

(’94) 19 Bom 51 (G8), Queen-Empress v. Iiari Gowda. (17 Cal 485, followed.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 781 (789): 1904 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, King-Emperor v. Chattar 
Singh. (Wrong and unreasonable finding can be reversed whether or not the 
unreasonableness amounts to perversity, stupidity or incompetence or whether 
the Court below can or cannot be said to have obstinately blundered.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Rang SG (8G, 87): 8 Rang G71: 32 Cr. L J 929, Emperor v. Hating 
Tun Nyan. 

(’04) 17 C P L R 75 (93), Emperor v. Mt. Gulbi. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 8 (9): 9 Sind LR 17: 1G Cr.L.J. 604, Emperor x.Kadir Bux. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad G28 (G31) : 3S Mad 1028 : 15 Cri L Jour 23G, In rc Sinnu- 
Goundan. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal G87 (G87) : 17 Cr.L.J. 9, Deputy Legal Remembrancer, Bihar 
A Orissa v. Mutukdhari Singh. (No special rules for dealing with evidence in 
appeal from acquittal.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 842 (843) : 35 Cri L Jour 1229, Emperor v. Nur Ahmad. 

(’85) 1S85 Pun Re No. 29 Cr, p. GG (67), Empress v. Uttam. 

(’90) 17 Cal 485 (487), Queen-Empress v. Bibliuti Bliusan. (There is no distinction 
made in the Code as to mode of procedure which governs the two sorts of appeals, 
or as to principles upon which they are to be decided.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 217 (219): 21 Cr. L. J. 17, Emperor v. Sakaram Manaji. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 12 (13): 32 Cri L Jour 1130, Emperor v. Ramzan. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 18 (23) : 32 Cri L Jour 485, Bhai Khan v. Emperor. (There 
is no difference between the treatment by High Court of an appeal against a ver- 
dict of acquittal and that of an appeal from a conviction according to all High 
Courts, the inclination of the Lahore High Court being perhaps in the interest of 
the accused to attach more value and give greater prominence to judgment of 
lower Court.) 
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3. "Once made." — This section refer? only to commitment? 
actually made. But whore the Sessions .7 mi ye acting under s. .ipt, 
pets aside the order of discharge and directs a commitment to he 
made, the High Court can interfere in its revision-.'! jurhdiciion and 
can consider questions of law and fad. 1 


4. Under Section 213, etc. — Commitments are authorized by 
the Code under ss. 213, 379, 310. .717. 3{s, S23. {.77, inti, .mo, ;co, its and 520 . 
As seen in Note 2 above, thi? s< ction applu ? only m cr^r? of commit- 
ments made under s.213 or s. 47?. 


Section 215 
Notes 3-5 


5. Competent Magistrate. — The phrase “competent Magis- 
trate” has been held to include for the purposes of thi? section — 

(1) a Magistrate to whose file a ca?e has been transferred from that 
of another Magistrate: 1 

(2) the District Magistrate to whom a ca?e had hern transferred under 
section 319 ; 3 

(0) a Magistrate to whose notice an offence contemplated under S. 197 
is brought in a judicial proceeding : :t 
U) a first class Magistrate who had been appointed as a special 
Magistrate to try the ca=e since he has powers to commit ordinarily 
under S. 209. ‘ 

But where a Magistrate who has become disqualified to try a case 
by virtue of s. 550, holds a preliminary enquiry and commits the case 
without the leave necessary under that sections"’ or where a Magistrate 
holds the enquiry in cases in which a sanction to prosecute is necessary 
and commits the case without such sanction, 15 it has been held that 
the commitment is not by a “competent Magistrate” within the 
meaning of this section. However, where a case has been pending 
before a Magistrate, and lie has not boon restrained from going on 
witli the enquiry by any order staying the proceedings, his jurisdiction 
to commit is not ousted and lie does not cease to be a competent 
Magistrate merely on the ground that, after the records had been 
called for by and sent to the superior Court, he took advantage of a 
short interval when the records were scut to him for the purpose of 
recording the evidence of a particular witness, and completed the 
enquiry and committed the accused. 7 

As to the effect of an order of commitment by a Magistrate who 
has no local jurisdiction over the offence, see Note 9 below and s. 531 
Note 2. 


Note 3 

1. (’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 100 (100, 101):30 Mn«l 221: 10 M.L. ,7.529, Inrc Muthiah Pillai. 

Note 5 

1. (’14) AIK 1914 All 45 (45, 40): 30 All 315: 15 Cr.L. ,7.354, Emperor v. h'anhua. 

2. (’87) 1887 Eat 350 (353), Queen-Empress v. Bapuda. 

3. (’94) 1894 Eat 701 (705), Queen-Empress v. Ganpat. 

4. (’31) AIE 1931 Bom 517 (51S, 519) : 33 Cr. L. J. 08, K. B. Bhat v. Emperor. 
Sec also S. 14 Note 5. 

5. (’04) 2 Low Bur Eul 209 (211), King-Emperor v. 2[aung Lat. 

6. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Eul 377 (378), Queen-Empress v. Sit Law. 

7. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 534 (538, 539, 543) : 9 C W N 829, Sheobux Bam v. Emperor. 
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The question has now been settled by the Privy Council in Sheo 
Swamp v. King-Emperor . 17 Lord Russel of Killowen, in delivering 
the judgment of the Board upholding the latter view, observed as 
follows : 

“There is in their opinion no foundation for the view, apparently supported 
by the judgments of some Courts in India, that the High Court has no power or 
jurisdiction to reverse an order of acquittal on a matter of fact, except in cases in 
which the lower Court has ‘obstinately blundered’ or has ‘through incompetence, 
stupidity or perversity’ reached such ‘distorted conclusions as to produce a positive- 
miscarriage of justice’, or has in some other way so conducted itself as to producer 
glaring miscarriage of justice, or has been tricked by the defence so as to produce 
a similar result. Sections 417, 418 and 423 of the Code give to the High Court 
full power to review at large the evidence upon which the order of acquittal was 
founded, and to reach the conclusion that upon that evidence the order of acquittal 
should be reversed. No limitation should be placed upon that power, unless it be- 
found expressly stated in the Code. But in exercising the power conferred by the 
Code and before reaching its conclusions upon fact, the High Court should and 
will always give proper weight and consideration to such matters as (1) the views- 
of the trial Judge as to the credibility of the witnesses; (2) the presumption of 
innocence in favour of the accused, a presumption certainly not weakned by the 
fact that he has been acquitted at his trial; 18 (3) the right of the accused to the 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 710 (715): 3G Cr. L. J. 419, Emperor v. Mohammad Khan. 
(’90) 2 Weir 402 (462,463), Government Pleader v. Lahslimi Narasimham Chetty. 
(4 All 148, dissented from.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 66 (66) : 4 I C 864 : 1909 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, Emperor v. Uar- 
nama. (But when an accused person has been acquitted by a Magistrateafter hear- 
ing all the evidence against him the presumption is that there was at least rea- 
sonable doubt and the appellate Court must be positively convinced that there 
was no reasonable doubt, the benefit of all doubt shown to exist being against the 
appellant, whereas in an appeal from a conviction, the benefit of all reasonable 
doubt has been given in favour of the appellant — This appears to constitute the 
only distinction between an appeal from an acquittal and one from conviction.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 84 (88) : 35 Cri L Jour 1142, Emperor v. Mt. Bhuro. 

(’98) 20 All 459 (464) : 1898 AWN 117, Queen-Empress v. Prag Bat. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 42 (46), Queen-Empress v. Mating Baiu. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 92 (94): 27 Cr.L.J.1347:21 SindLR 141, Emperor v.Stileman. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 1022 (1025): 2 Low Bur Rul 303, Emperor v. Po Saing Aung Pc. 
IScc (’25) AIR 1925 All 315 (315) :-47 All 306 : 26 Cr. L. J. GlG,Emperorv. Autar. 
(Appeal by Government must be considered on its merits just as any other 
appeal always must be.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 229 (231): 35 Cri L Jour 843, Emperor v. Sital. ] 

[See also (’33) AIR 1933 All 574 (578): 34 Cri L Jour 1232, Emperor v. Basant 
Bai. (Perversity not necessary.)] 

17 . (’34) AIR 1934 P C 227 (229, 230): 56 All 645 : 61 1. A. 398: 36 Cr.L.J. 786 (P C). 

18 . (’40) AIR 1940 All 291 (298) : 41 Cri L Jour Gil, Emperor v.Aftab Mahomed. 
(’39) AIR 1939 All 457 (458,461) : 40 Cr.L.J. 772, Emperor v. Sheo Scwalc Singh. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 80 (81): 39 Cr.L.J. 504 -.32 SLR 6S9, Emperor Y.Gulab Shah. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 350 (353) : 15 Pat 108: 37 Cr.L.J. 877, Emperor v. Chaturbliuj. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Bang 90 (94) : 38 Cri L Jour 927, Emperor v. Nga Mya Mating. 

[See (’25) AIR1925 All 315 (315, 316) : 47 All 306 : 26 Cr.L.J. 676, Emperor v. Autar. 
(Onus on the Crown of establishing judgment to be erroneous.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 712 (715) : 32 Cr, L, J. 1073, Emperor v. Baldeo Koeri. (Do.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 340 (342) : 34 Cr. L. J. 538, Emperor v. Bain Bat. (Crown 
must show that guilt of accused is proved beyond any reasonable doubt.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 490 (493) : 31 Cri L Jour 954 : 52 All 856, Emperor v. Padam 
Singh. (In an appeal against an acquittal although the accused was not acquitted 
on the merits it is for the Crown to establish and to establish beyond reasonable- 
doubt that the conviction of accused on the merits ought to have been sustained. 


Section 423 
Note 15 
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^Section $23 benefit of any doubt; 10 and (4) the slowness of an appellate Court in disturbing 

Note 15 a finding of fact arrived at by a Judge who had the advantage of seeing the 

witnesses. loa To state this, however, is only to say that the High Court, in its 
conduct of the appeal should, and will act in accordance with the rules and 
principles well-known and recognized in the administration of justice.” 

Where the lower Court, thinking whole trial illegal because of 
wrong joinder of charges, acquitted the accused, it was held that the 
order of acquittal should bo sot aside, the reason being that if the 
whole trial be illegal, there can be neither conviction nor acquittal. :nb 

In exercising its jurisdiction in the matter of appeals against 
acquittals, the High Court should confine its exercise to the particular 
acquittal complained of by the Government . 20 

Where an accused is charged with a major offence but is convicted 
of a minor offence, he should be held to be acquitted of the major 
offence . 21 In such a case, if the Government appeal against the 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 14G (150) : 0 Pnt 708 : 29 Cri L Jour 301 .Emperor v. Gulam 
Nabi. (Crown must sliow conclusively that inference of guilt is irresistible.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 500 (503), Emperor v. Wajid Sheikh. (The Crown coming in 
appeal ought to show that the view taken by the first Court ns to the reliability 
of the approvers is erroneous.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 254 (255) : 34 Cri L Jour 858, Emperor v. Hub Lai. (Public 
Prosecutor must make out strong and cogent grounds to justify interference with 
the judgment of acquittal.) 

(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 932 (932) : 139 Ind Cas 710 (Oudh), Emperor v. Bharat 
Singh. (Do.) 

•(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 317 (320) ; 7 Luck 511 : 33 Cri L Jour 920, Emperor v. 
Maqbool Ahmad Khan. (Do.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 27 (28) : 34 Cri L Jour 384, Emperor v. Chattar Singh. 
■(’34) AIR 1934 All 27 (35) : 56 All 354 : 35 Cri L Jour 304 (F B), Emperor v. 
Shco Janak Pandc. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 439 (441), Emperor v. Bam Adhin Singh. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 0S7 (GS7) : 17 Cri L Jour 9, Deputy Legal Bcmcmbrancer, 
Bihar & Orissa v. I\[utukhadari Singh.] 

19. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 07 (OS) : 39 Cri L Jour 462 : 32 S L R 694, Emperor v. 
Ghulamali Bahawal. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 350 (353): 15 Pat 10S : 37 Cr. L. J. 877, Emperor v. Chaturbhuj. 
(’36) AIR 193G Rang 90 (94) : 38 Cri L Jour 927, Emperor v. Nga Mya Maung. 
[Sec (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 254 (255) : 34 Cri L Jour 858, Emperor v. Hub Lai. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Sind S4 (88) : 35 Cri L Jour 1142, Emperor v. Ml. Bhuro. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 611 (012) : 28 Cri L Jour GSS, Gur Cliaran v. Emperor. 
(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 932 (932) : 139IndCns7AO(Oi\&h), Empcrory. Bharat Singh.] 
19a. (’39) AIR 1939 All 457 (458, 461) : 40 Cri L Jour 772, Emperor v. ShcoScwak. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Mad 96 (98) : 40 Cri L Jour 458, Public Prosecutor v. Kondalrao. 
(But where the trial Judge errs in failing to draw the clear, indubitable and 
irresistible inference from tho facts established by the prosecution in the case, the 
High Court will interfere and set aside the order of acquittal in appeal.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 7 (7, 8) : 38 Cri L Jour 295, Emperor v. Maung Aung Gyaiu. 
(Appeal from acquittal — Evidence justifying conclusion arrived at by lower Court 
— High Court should treat appeal on same footing as appeal from conviction and 
should not interfere.) 

■(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 350 (353) : 15 Pat 108 : 37 Cri L Jour 877, Emperor \. Chatur- 
blmj Narain, 

19b. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 152 (152): 38 Cri L Jour 571, Emperor v. Tcmanya. 

20. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 10S (113) : 39 Cri L Jour 630 : I L R (1939) Ear 41, 
Emperor v. Pvrsumal Gcrimal. 

■(’94) 19 Bom 51 (68), Queen-Empress v. Kari Gowda. 

.21. (’28) AIR 1928 P C 254 (257) : 50 All 722 : 55 I A 390 : 29 Cri L Jour 828 
(P C), Kishan Singh v. Emperor, 
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-acquittal in respect of the major offence, it is open to the accused to 
.ask the Court to consider all the evidence before it and to urge all 
possible grounds against convictioh, and if the Court comes to the 
conclusion that the conviction even for the lesser offence is wrong, 
it can suo motu acquit the accused of that offence in the exercise of 
its powers under section 439." 

16. Appeal from acquittal — Order for further inquiry. — 

It is only in an appeal from an acquittal that the appellate Court can 
■direct a further inquiry . 1 There is no power to order further inquiry in 
an appeal from a conviction 2 or from any other order . 3 The appellate 
•Court may, if necessary, take additional evidence under section 42S. 1 

17. Appeal against acquittal — Power to order re-trial. — 
The power to order a re-trial, whether in an appeal from a conviction 
or from an acquittal, is a discretionary one . 1 A re-trial should be 
■ordered only where the trial is incurably defective so that even the 
taking of additional evidence under S. 428 will not put the appellate 
■Court in a position to dispose of the case satisfactorily . 2 Thus, where 
the lower Court had acquitted the accused on a misconception of the 
law and did not examine the defence witnesses, a re-trial was ordered 
•on setting aside the acquittal . 3 Where the evidence disclosed some 
•other offence than that of which the accused was acquitted, it was 
held that a re-trial might be ordered . 4 

The discretion to order a re-trial will not be exercised, where the 
•case is not of sufficient consequence , 5 or where there is no evidence on 
the record sufficient for conviction , 0 or where no action was taken 
against the accused for a long time after the offence and the ordering 
•of a re-trial would result in the accused labouring under great 


.22. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 723 (723) : 39Cri L Jour 871, Public Prosecutor v. Pan- 
chakshram. 


Note 16 


1. (1900) 27 Cal 126 (129) : 3 C W N 601, Cliaraobala Dabec v. Barendra Nath. 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 All 158 (158) : 23 Cr. L. J. 402, Mohammad Ata v. Emperor. 
(But further evidence may be taken.) 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 All 305 (313) : 38 Cri L Jour 561 : ILR (1937) All 517 (FB), 
Manni Lai v. Emperor. (No power of remand under S. 476B.) 

See Notes on Clause (d). 

-4. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 285 (286) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1058 : ILR (1937) Nag 541, Sheo 
P.am v. Emperor. 

Note IT 


1. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 152 (152) : 38 Cr. L. J. 571, Emperor v. Yemanya Kalappa. 
(Defect in trial entirely due to fault of prosecution in joining charges improperly 
— Retrial not ordered.) 

-(’32) AIR 1932 All 191 (192) : 54 All 413 : 33 Cr. L. J. 885, Bam Khelaxuan v. 
Sheo Nandan. 

[Sec (’71-74) 7 Mad H C R Cr339 (341) : 2 Weir 476, In re Government Pleader.] 
.2. (’92) 6 C'P L R Cr 15 (16), .Empress v. Baiju Tali. (Retrial should not be 
• directed merely because Court directing it differs from conclusions arrived at by 
lower Court.) 

'3. (’33) 1933 Mad W N 242 (243), Public Prosecutor v. Kandasioami Mudaliar. 
-4. (’74) 7 N W P H C R 196 (199), Queen v. Dukaran. 

-5. (’71-74) 7 Mad H C R Cr 339 (341) : 2 Weir 476, In re Government Pleader. 
[See (’32) AIR 1932 All 188 (190) : 54 All 416 : 34 Cr. L. J. 18, Ali Hussain v. 
Lachminarain. (Retrial can be ordered where case is of public importance.)] 
-6. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 975 (976) : 51 Cal 924 : 26 Cr.L. J. 15, Eamembrancer of 'Legal 
Affairs, Bengal v. Satish Chandra Boy. (Grave defects in case of prosecution.) 


Section 523 
Notes 15-17 
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difficulties in the conduct of his case , 7 or where there has already been 
full inquiry into the facts and no further evidence is likely to be 
forthcoming . 8 

The fact that evidence had been discovered subsequent to the 
acquittal is not a ground for setting aside the acquittal or for ordering 
a re-trial . 0 

An order for re-trial can be passed even subsequent to the order 
setting aside the conviction and sentence . 10 

Where, in an appeal against an order of acquittal, the High 
Court sets aside the order of acquittal but declines to order re-trial, 
the prosecution still has power to prosecute the accused for the same 
offence . 11 

18. Re-trial of appeals. — An appeal is to all intents and 
purposes a trial , 1 and consequently the word “re-tried” will include 
the re-trial of an appeal also. Where a person is acquitted in appeal 
by the Sessions Judge, the High Court, on an appeal therefrom by the 
Provincial Government, can after reversing the acquittal, order the 
appeal to be re-tried . 2 

19. “Find him guilty and pass sentence. ” — The appellate 
Court, setting aside an order of acquittal, may find the accused guilty 
of the offence charged, and pass sentence on him according to law . 1 
The words “find him guilty” are, however, not limited to the offences 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 85 (85, 86) : 26 Cr. L. J. 320 : 5 Lali 401, Emperor y.Jasioant 
Rai <£ Go. 

7. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 110 (113, 115) : 39 Mad 527 : 16 Cr. L. J. 593 (FB), Public 
Prosecutor v. Maliyakkal Kacliri Koya Haji. 

8. (’17) AIR 1917 Upp Bur 7 (7) : 3 Upp Bur Rul 19 : 18 Cr. L. J. 970, Nga Po 
Pyaw v. Nga Po Nice. 

9. (’02-03) 1902-1903 Upp Bur Rul 9 (12), King-Emperor v. Nga Naing. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 234 (236) : 12 Bur L R 21, Emperor v. Nga Po Gyi. (Appellate 
Court cannot travel outsido the record.) 

[See however (’23) AIR 1923 Rang 65 (65) : 24 Cr. L. J. 744, Mrs. May Boudville 
v. King-Emperor. (Retrial not ordered ns there was no reason to suppose that 
fresh evidence would be forthcoming.)] 

10. (’81) 3 Mad 4S (51), In re Rami Reddi. 

[Sec also (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 692 (692, G94) : 31 Cr. L.J.675 , Sikandar Lai Puri 
v. Emperor. (Point raised but not decided.)] 

11. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 152 (152) : 38 Cr.L.J. 571, Empcrorv. YcmanyaKalappa* 

Note 18 

1. (’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 4S (49), Fuel v. Crown. 

2. (’89) 13 Bom 506 (515), Queen-Empress v. Gancsli Khanderao. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 50 (51) : 15 Cr. L. J. 409, Public Prosecutor v. Raver TJnni- 
thiri ( Qucere — Can do so under S. 439 read with els. (a), (c) and (d) of S. 423.) 
[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 394 (395) : 39 Cr. L. J. 75 : I L R (1938) Nag 157, 
Raghunathmal v. Patiram. (Appellate judgment of District Magistrate acquit- 
ting accused based on irrelevant matter — High Court in revision ordered retrial.)} 
[Cut see (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 369 (370) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1008, Emperor v. U Kadoe. 
(The words “that the accused be re-tried” in S. 423 (1) (a) do not apply toacaso 
where the order of acquittal is passed on appeal.)] 

Note 19 

1. [See (’23) AIR 1923 All 91 (109) : 45 All 226 : 25 Cri L Jour 497, Emperor v. 
Ear Prasad .] 

[Sccalso (’25) AIR 1925 All 165 (171) : 47 All 205 : 26 Cri L Jour 599, Emperor 
v. Raghunalh Venaik .] 
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of which the accused was accused in the lower Court; the appellate 
Court may find him guilty of all offences of which the trial Court 
could have found him guilty under the provisions of Ss. 237 and 288 of 
the Code, provided, of course, the accused is not prejudiced by the 
course adopted. 2 The fact that the trial was with the aid of assessors 
will not affect the power of the appellate Court to convict the accused 
for another offence under Ss. 237 and 238, even though the opinion of 
assessors could not be taken in respect of such offence. 3 

Where the accused has had no legal trial , he cannot be convicted 
and sentenced by the appellate Court. The only course open in such 
a case is to order a retrial. 4 5 

Where the accused is convicted in appeal, the appellate Court 
may pass sentence according to law. Where the trial Court convicted 
the accused and awarded him one year’s imprisonment, and on appeal 
the accused was acquitted, it was held in an appeal against such 
acquittal, that the High Court, if it set aside the acquittal, had power 
to pass a severer sentence than that awarded by the trial Court, though 
it must be within the powers of the trying Magistrate. 6 

Ordinarily in an appeal against an acquittal the appellate Court 
convicting the accused refrains from passing a capital sentence. 0 

20. Appeal from conviction — General. — In an appeal from 
a conviction the appellate Court may adopt one of three courses 
according to the facts and circumstances of the case : 

(1) It may reverse the finding and sentence and acquit or discharge 
.the accused, or order him to be re-tried by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction subordinate to such appellate Court, or committed for 
trial. 

(2) It may alter the finding , maintaining the sentence, or with or 
without altering the finding, reduce the sentence. 

(3) It may alter the nature of the sentence, but, subject to the provisions 
of S. 106, sub-s. (3), not so as to enhance the same. 

It cannot simply remand the case directing that the lower Court 
should examine certain witnesses afresh and re-submit the record 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 130 (132) : 52 Bom 385 : 29 Cri L Jour 403, Emperor, v. 
Ismail Ehadirsab. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 105 (107) : 19 Sind L R 183 : 25 Cri L Jour 1057, Faizullah 
v. Emperor. (In absence o£ prejudice to accused, appellate Court can alter con vie-, 
tion into one of grayer offence than that charged and found but falling within’ 
S. 237.) 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 130 (133) : 52 Bom 385 : 29 Cri L Jour 403, Emperor v. 
Ismail Eliadirsab. (AIR 1924 Bom 246 held no longer good law.) 

4. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 110 (113, 115) : 39 Mad 527 : 16 Cri L Jour 593 (EB), 
Public Prosecutor v. Maliyakkal Eadiri Eoya Haji. 

[See (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 152 (152) : 38 Cri L Jour 571, Emperor v. Yemanya 
Kalappa. (Trial illegal — Acquittal merely set aside — Retrial not ordered.)] 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 139 (140, (141) : 31 .Nag L R 312 : 36 Cri L Jour 867, 
Emperor v. Abasalli Yusuf alii. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Lali 409 (414) : 32 Cri L Jour 51, Niamat Elian v. Emperor. 
(Where conduct of accused has been high-handed and cruel and opposite party 
is not proved to have given any provocation, capital sentence may be passed.) 


Section 323 
Notes 19-20 
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Notes 20-22 


to the appellate Court for decision of the appeal. 1 Nor can it direct 
a further inquiry to he made. 2 

Clause (b) cannot be taken to imply that, unless accompanied by a 
sentence , a conviction such as that under S. 562 of the Code, is not open 
to appeal; it is unnecessary to regard the section as an exhaustive 
statement of the powers of an appellate Court. 3 

21. “ Reverse the finding and sentence.” — Where an appellate 
Court reverses the finding and sentence of the lower Court, it must 
adopt one of the three courses : — 

(1) acquit or discharge the accused, or 

(2) order his re- trial by a Court of competent jurisdiction, or 

(3) order his commitment for trial. 

A mere reversal of the conviction without adopting any of these 
courses amounts to an acquittal of the offence of which the accused was 
convicted in the trial Court. 1 

Before any of these courses is adopted, it is necessary that the 
findings of the lower Court should be reversed. This reversal, however, 
does not amount to an acquittal within the meaning of section 403. 2 

It was held in the undermentioned case 3 that where the accused 
had been convicted of offence X and the appellate Court considered 
him guilty not only of that offence but also of offence Y, it should 
con firm the conviction in respect of offence X and direct him to be 
tried for the other offence also by a Court of competent jurisdiction. 

22. “Acquit or discharge the accused.” — As lias been seen 
already, an appellate Court reversing the conviction of the accused can 
acquit or discharge the accused. 1 

Where A and B are convicted by the trial Court and B appeals and 
is acquitted on the merits, it does not follow that A will necessarily 
have the benefit of the finding of the appellate Court. 2 Where, however, 
the grounds of acquittal of B are common to A also, the position is 
different. In such cases, it has been held that the High Court as a Court 
of revision is entitled to set aside the conviction of A also, although 

Note 20 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 172 (172) : 26 Cri L Jour 313, Aldus Samad v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 43S (439) : 37 Cri L Jour 90S, Sri Krishna Prasad 

v. Emperor. (Appellate Court setting nside conviction and sending case back for 
further evidence but not for complete re-trial — Proceeding is illegal.)] 

2. See Note 16. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 157 (157) : 58 Mad 517 : 36 Cri L. Jour 589, Mayandi 
Nadar v. Pala Kudumban. 

Note 21 

1. (’33) 1933 Mad W N 224 (224), Chinna Similan v. Pcria Similan. 

2. (’35) 36 Cri L Jour 1333 (1334) : 158 Ind Cas 200 (All), Emperor v. Bahraichi. 
(In appeal conviction set aside with a direction that accused be committed for 
trial.) 

See also S. 403 Note 8. 

3. (’98) 2 Weir 482 (483), In re Kannachampet Parangodan. 

Note 22 

1. [See (’66) 15 Suth W R Cr 56 (56), In re Punchanun Biswas. 

(’81) 6 Bom 34 (38), Impcratrix v. Pandliarinatli.') 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 918 (919):40 Mad 591:18 Cri L Jour 454, In re Ycnhata- 
hrishnayya. 
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be bad not appealed from bis conviction . 3 The appellate Court as such 
bns not got this power , 4 but the High Court as the Court of revision 
has . 5 

Where A is acquitted and B is convicted by the trial Court and B 
appeals from bis conviction, the appellate Court cannot interfere so as 
to affect the acquittal of A, when there is no appeal against such 
acquittal . 0 

23. “Order him to be re-tried.” — Under the Code of iS72, 
where the trial Court was not one competent to try the case, the 
appellate Court was hound to order a re-trial . 1 Under the present 
section, where the appellate Court reverses the conviction of the 
accused, it may order him to be retried by a Court of competent 
jurisdiction . 2 The question, whether there should be a re- trial, is thus 
a matter of judicial discretion of the Court . 3 As a general rule, an 
order for re-trial would bo proper where the trial in the lower Court 
has been illegal, irregular or otherwise defective . 4 In all serious cases 


3. (’GG) 1SGG Pun Re No. 71 Cr, p. 7G (77), Lai Khan v. Kurccm Khan. 

(’G7) 1SG7 Pun Re No. G Cr, p. 11 (12), Crown v. Achhur Singh. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 34G (318) : 35 Cri L Jour 104G, Mongol Singh v. Emperor. 
(1900) 5 Cal W X 330 (331), Broja Bahai v. Empress. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal G18 (G19) : 58 Cal 902 : 32 Cri L .Tour 1003, Bajani Kanta v. 
Emperor. (Even without issuing notice on prosecution.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal G17 (G20) : 21 Cri L Jour 554, Mir Mouse Ali v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 191G Lah 380 (384) : 17 Cri L .Tour 97, Bachinta v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 250 (251) : 10 Inti Cas 792 (L B), T. B. S. Chari v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 99 (105):4 Ind Cas 980 (Lah), Emperor v. Soda. (High Court 
can when dealing with case in appeal acquit an innocent person though lie hns 
failed to exercise his right of appeal.) 

(’73) 19 Snth W B Cr 57 (G5), Queen v. Jaffirali. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 32G (335) : 29 Cr. L. J. 325, ML Champa Basin v. Emperor. 
(High Court in appeal is not precluded from interfering with the conviction of an 
accused when the case comes up before High Court otherwise than nt his instance.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 151 (155) : 9 Luck 51G : 35 Cri L Jour 915, Bhagwan Din v. 
Emperor. (Illegality of sentence of -non-appealing accused patent on record — 
High Court in appeal can exercise powers of revision and set aside conviction and 
sentence of such nccused.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (481, 482) : 21 Cri L Jonr 705 : 5 Pat L Jour 430, Baghu 
Bhumij v. Emperor. 

4. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 99 (105) : 4 Ind Cas 980 (Lah), Emperor v. Sada. 

(’75) 2 Weir 570 (570). (An appellate Court cannot on the nppeal of one prisoner 
alter the sentence of another prisoner in the same case who has not appealed. 
When an appellate Court is of opinion that the sentenco passed on a prisoner who 
has not appealed should be revised, the record must be sumitted to the High Court.) 

5. (’93) 1893 All W N 51 (51), Queen-Empress v. Batan Singh. 

[Sec also (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (481, 482) ; 5 Pat L J 430 : 21 Cri L Jour 705, 
Baghu Bhumij v. Emperor.'] 

See also S. 439 Note 25. 

6. ('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 575 (57G) : 12 Ind Cas 839 (All), Darbari Mai v. Emperor. 

Note 23 

1. (’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (1), Kishcn Singh v. Khazan Singh. 

2. (’88) 1888 Rat 3G7 (367), Quccn-Emprcss v. Kasturibhai. (It can specify Court 
by which accused is to be re-tried.) 

3. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 121 (125) : 8 C L J 59, Durga Charan Sanyal v. Emperor. 
[ See also (’12) 13 Cr.L.J.497(498):40 Cal 163:15 I.C. 641, Nasimuddi v. Emperor. 
(’83) 1883 All W N 99 (99), Empress v. Bhagwan.] 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (216, 217) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28 : I L R (1940) Kar 249, 
Shciuaram v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 71 (72) : 38 Cr. L. J. 741, Najib Gal Md. v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 All 758 (759) : 38 Cr. L. J. 71, Motiram v. Emperor. 
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Section 423 where the first trial, owing to a defect of jurisdiction or other similar 
Note 23 cause, is rendered abortive, a new trial should be ordered, unless it is 
quite clear that, on the materials before the Court, there is no chance 
of conviction. 5 

It is not, however, in every case, where there has been a defect in 
the trial, that the appellate Court will order a re-trial. A re-trial will 
not be ordered — 

(1) where the sentence is a small one, the offence not being a serious 
one, and the accused has sufficiently suffered in pocket; 0 

(2) where the evidence is unsatisfactory 7 and cannot, in any proper 
view of the case, support a conviction; 8 

(3) where there is no probability of a conviction even if a re-trial is 
ordered 0 and the accused has already been subjected to persecution 
for a long time; 10 


('ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 585(590) : 12 I G 9G1 : 3G Mad 457, Jerimiah v. Fas. (Power to 
direct re- trial is not confined to cases where trial was held by Court having no 
jurisdiction.) 

[See (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 32 (34) : 4G Mad 117 : 23 Cr.L.J. 748, In re Umar Ha jec. 
(Trial de novo — Witnesses not examined de novo — Depositions at previous trial 
filed — Procedure held illegal aud re-trial ordered.)] 

5. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 121 (124, 12G) : 8 C L J 59, Durga Charan v. Emperor. 

G. (’25) AIR 1925 All 301 (303) : 2G Cri L Jour 734, Tufail Ahamad v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Lah G48 (G48) : 3G Cri L Jour 4GS, Eundan Lai v. Emperor. 
(Technical offence.) 

7. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 782 (783) : 40 Cr. L. J. 5G, Surcsh Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Case failing for want of sufficient evidence.) 

(’27) 28 Cri L Jour 19 (22) : 99 Ind Cas 51 (Cal), Mamal Ali v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 258 (2G0, 2G1) : 5 I. C. S47 : 33 Mad 502, Choragudi Vcnhatadri 
v. Emperor. (Evidence not justifying conviction.) 

(’26) AIR 192G Nag 53 (54, 55) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1090, Bam Prasadw Emperor. (Do.) 
(’16) AIR 191G Mad 1108 (1108) : 17 Cr. L. J. 193, In rc Mogambara Pattan. 
(Order of re-trial is irregular in absence of nssurance that evidence will he forth- 
coming.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 23 (25):33 Cr.L.J. 167 : 7 Luck 390, Sita Bam v. Emperor. 
(Evidence not sufficient to support conviction.) 

[See also (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 623 (624): 21 Ind Cas 671 (Mad), Inrc Subba ThcvanQ 

8. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (59) : I L R (193S) 1 Cal 290 : 39 Cr. L. J. 161, Golokc 
Bchari v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 361 (3G2):39 Cr.L.J .G0i, Tripui'ari Bhattacharjccx. Emperor. 
(’98) 25 Cal 711 (716): 2 OWN 369, Taju Pramanilc v. Queen-Empress. (No evidence 
to warrant conviction.) 

(’90) 14 Bom 115 (147), Queen Empress v. Maganlal. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J 219 (223) : 19 Ind Cas 315 (Cal), Promothanath Boy x. Emperor. 
(’82) 6 Bom 34 (37), Imperalrix v. Phandharinath. 

(’66) 5 Sutk W R Cr 80 (89) : Beng L R Sup Vol 459 (FB), Queen v. Elahi Bux. 

9. (‘37) AIR 1937 Bom 152 (152):38 Cr.L.J. 571, Emperor v. Tcmanya Eallappa. 
(Case of appeal against acguittal.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 687 (688):23 Cr.L.J. 700, Bamasivami Tlicvanx. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 638 (641) : 50 Mad 274:27 Cri L Jour 394, In rcSogiamnilm 
Padayachi. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 442 (443) : 28 Cri L Sour 295, Venkata Sivayya v. Emperor. 

10. (’40) AIR 1940 All 19 (21) : 41 Cr. L. J. 281, Municipal Board, Ghaziabad 
x.Harsaran. (Prosecution with had motive and not to vindicate law in public 
interest — Accused sufficiently punished for offence by having to undergo trial — 
Retrial not necessary.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (59) : 39 Cr. L. J. 161: ILR (1938) 1 Cal 290, Golokc Behari 
v. Emperor. 

.(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 303 (305): 35 Cr. L. J. 1477, Emperorv. Ehim Chand. (AIR 
1934 Bom 48, followed.) 
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<4) where the accused has already undergone a considerable portion of 
the sentence; 11 

(5) where the defect consists in the admission of irrelevant evidence, 
but there is other evidence on the record sufficient to enable the 
Judge to decide the case; 12 

<G) where the only defect is that certain evidence has not been brought 
on the record which ought to havo been, the appellate Court may, 
in such a case, itself take evidence under s. 423 and decide the case. 13 
Where there is no defect in the trial or irregularity in procedure, 
the mere fact that the appellate Court is unable to form an opinion as 
to whether the accused is to be convicted or acquitted, 14 or that there 
is a chance that the prosecution may be able to produce better evidence, 16 
or that the appellate Court disagrees with the finding of the lower 
Court, 10 is not a ground for ordering a re-trial. 

Where the appellate Court ordered a new trial on the ground 
that, although the accused were shown by the evidence to have com- 
mitted some offence, it was clear they had been convicted under a 
wrong section, and all the facts on which a conviction for any offence 
•could be sustained had been put in issue before the trying Magistrate, 

11. (’99) 3 Cal W N 332 (333), Abdul Biswas v. Kliclar Mandah 

('ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 82 (S2):9 Ind Cas 455 (Cal), Kanla Ncya v. Emperor. (Conviction 
under S. 323, Penal Code.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 255 (259) : 31 Cr. L. .T. 705, Girdhar i v. Emperor. 

<’27) AIR 1927 Lab 671 (672) : 8 Lab 496 : 29 Cr. L. .T. 6, Sai v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 590 (591) : 21 Cr. L. J. 496, Baghu Singh v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 582 (583) : 19 Cr. L. J. 77, Bhaso Singh v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 767 (707) : 33 Cr. L. J. 145, Nur Hussain v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 19 (19) : 8 Ind Cas 1101 (Mad), M. Muthappa Nadar v. M. Iiula 
Sanhara Nadar. (Accused having undergone punishment for more serious offence, 
re-trial in respect of minor offence was not ordered.) 

[Sec however (’37) AIR 1937 All 240 (243) : 38 Cri L Jour 521, Sarda Prasad v. 
Emperor. (That the accused has undergone a part of the sentence is not in itself 
a sufficient ground for not ordering a re-trial.)] 

12 . (’23) AIR 1923 Rang 65 (65) : 24 Cr.L.J. 744, Mrs. MayBaudviUev. Emperor. 
[ See also (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 685 (08G), Bamaswami Ayyar x.Chittoor Munici- 
pality. (Tbe marking of an irrelevant document in evidence is not a ground for 
ordering a re-trial by an appellate Court.)] 

13 . (’IS) AIR 1918 All 133 (134) : 19 Cr. L. J. 485, Isluvar Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’83) 2 Weir 480 (480), In ro Iyachihonc. 

[See however (’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 28 Cr, p. 48 (50), Goltar v. Empress. (Where 
the appellate Court does not want to act under S. 428 and tbe conviction cannot 
be sustained owing to the defect, the Court should order a re-trial and not dis- 
miss tbe appeal.)] 

14 . (’90) 1890 Rat 530 (531), Queen-Empress v. Maguitlal. 

15. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 361 (362) : 39 Cr. L. J. 604, Tripurari Bhallacharjce v. 
Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 39 (40) : 39 Cri L Jour 278, Sochiram v. Emperor. 

(’31) 193T Mad W N 517 (520), Subramanyam v. Emperor. (A Judge who takes 
this action constitutes himself ns a sort of Public Prosecutor.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 227 (227, 228) : 32 Cr. L. J. 749, Lakshmi Narasiviham v. 
Satyanarayana. (It is rather for supplying formal defects that appellate Court 
orders re-trial.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 189 (190) : 31 Cr.L.J. 422, BatnavcluMudaliar x. Emperor. 
(Do.) 

16 . (’36) AIR 1936 All 758 (759) : 38 Cr. L. J. 71, Motiramx. Emperor. (Appel- 
late Court not entitled to order a re-trial merely because it disagrees with thefind- 
ing of lower Court that accused had not committed the more serious offence but 
£i lesser offence*) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 172 (175) : 37 Cri L Jour 1039, Baivar Shah v. Emperor. 
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it was lield that before quashing the sentence and ordering a re-trial, 
the appellate Court should have come to a certain conclusion as to the 
offence which the accused were shown by the evidence to have com- 
mitted, and that it should have considered, whether, if the evidence 
showed that the accused should properly have been convicted of 
another offence than that charged, they would be prejudiced by 
amending the conviction . 37 

See also the undermentioned cases 18 where a re-trial was ordered 
and the cases cited below 10 where it was not ordered. 

There is nothing preventing the appellate Court from directing a 

17. (’S3) 2 Weir 4S0 (480, 481), In rc Iyacliikonc. 

18. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 139 (141) : 38 Cri L Jour 1040, Nga Kan Cliai v. 
Emperor. (Evidence of persons who might be able to tell what happened at time 
of occurrence not adduced by prosecution — It is not safe to convict accused with- 
out talcing such evidence — Acquittal not possible on evidence as it stands — Re- 
trial should be ordered.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (283):25 Cr. L. J. 817 (FB), Emycror v. Barcndra Kumar 
Ghosc. (Perfunctory cross-examination of prosecution witness is a good ground.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 40 (42) : 23 Cr. L. J. 218, Lachmi Lai v. Empctor. (Perfunc- 
tory trial and several irregularities.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat G2 (64): 1 Pat 758: 24 Cr. L. J. 69, Jagdco Singh v. Emperor. 
(Where there is evidence but the Court is unable to test it and the case is un- 
satisfactorily conducted.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 50 (51) : 28 Cri L Jour 893, Shcoparson Singh v. Emperor. 
(Serious mistakes in charge — Failure to consider important evidence — Order for 
re-trial from framing of charge proper.) 

(’96) 1 Cal W N 35 (36), Bishim Banwar v. Empress. (Where two accused were 
wrongly tried jointly.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 684 (685) : 8 Ind Cns 594 (LB), TIamdu Mcali v. Emperor. 
(Re-trial not ordered to fill up the deficiencies and reconcile the discrepancies in 
the evidence of prosecution.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 822 (830) : 7 C W N 639, Bircndra Lai v. Emperor. (Misjoinder of 
charges — Charge to the jury defective.) 

(’07) 11 Cal W N c (c ),Dari Boy v. Empress. (Re-trial for a graver offence may be 
ordered.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (93) : Beng L R Sup Yol 459 (FB), In rc Elahcc Buksln 
(Erroneous direction to jury.) 

(’66) 4 Bom H C R Cr 3 (3), Beg v. Gann. (Conviction under S. 403, Penal Code, 
set aside — Re-trial on charge under S. 40G ordered.) 

(’82) 1SS2 All W N 112 (112), Empress v. Bam Prasad. 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 710 (719) : 31 Cri L Jour 230, Azam Ali v. Emperor. (S. 403 
forbids re-trial only where a person is convicted or acquitted and conviction or 
acquittal is in force.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 364 (360) : 60 Cal 814 : 34 Cri L Jour 320, Amar Chandra v. 

Emperor. (Special procedure — Omission of Judge to follow.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 938 (939), Queen Empress v. Sadashiv Ballcrishna. (Material evi- 
dence excluded.) 

19. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 295 (303): 41 Cri L Jour 267, Fcrozc Kasi v. Emperor. 

(It would be dangerous to order a re-hearing in a ease in which there is enmity 
between the parties and the Court is doubtful as to the value of any evidence 
that may be adduced upon a re-hearing.) ' 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 269 (273): 38 Cri L Jour 101S, Sanyashi Gain v. Emperor. 
(Likelihood of witnesses confusing what they saw at time of occurrence of 
murder before two years — Re-trial not ordered.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 293 (294): 29 Cri L Jour 258, P. K. Sen v. Emperor. (Where 
the prosecution came into Court with an incomplete case, which so far as it went 
confirmed the defence — Held, that they were not entitled to a re-trial.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 177 (178): 50 Mad 735: 27Cr.L.J. 1381, Samiullahv. Emperor. 
(Petty matter.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 415 (415): 35 Cr. L. J. 1447, Amir v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’08) 7 Cr.L.J. 215 (216): 2 M L T 495, Narayana v. Talisildar of Conjcevaram. 
(Interests of justice not requiring a re- trial.) 



Section 21S 
Notes 6-7 


1262 QUASHING COMMITMENTS 

6. “ Civil or Revenue Court under section 578. ” — As to the 

circumstances when a Civil or Revenue Court can make an order of 
commitment, see S. 478. As to the procedure of such Courts in these 
cases, see s. 479. As to what are Civil or Revenue Courts, see ss. 478 
and 195. 


7. “By the High Court only.” — It is only the High Court 
that can quash a commitment under this section. The committing 
Magistrate himself cannot after he has once committed the case, quash 
the commitment and discharge the accused on the ground that the 
complainant wants either to withdraw or compound the case . 1 Nor can 
the Sessions Judge to whom a case is committed, quash the commit- 
ment and direct a retrial 2 even if the commitment had been in 
pursuance of his direction . 3 The only course open to the Judge in such 
cases is to proceed with the trial and acquit the accused if there is no 
proof of his guilt or if the public prosecutor withdraws the prosecution 
with the leave of the Court .' 1 But when a Magistrate commits an 
accused who is a foreign subject for an offence in a foreign territory, 
the commitment is void ah initio and the Sessions Judge can discharge 
the accused or refer the matter to the High Court for orders . 5 

The Judicial Commissioner of Sind, sitting in the Sessions 
Division, is not divested of his dual capacity as a High Court Judge 
and he can quash commitments under this section even when sitting 
as a Sessions Judge . 0 Similarly, a single Judge of the High Court 

Note 7 

1. (’82) 4 All 150 (152) : 1SS1 A W N 167, Empress of India v. Janghir. 

(1865) 2 Suth W E Cr 57 (57), Queen v. Salim Sheikh. 

See also S. 213 Note 5 and S. 345 Note 15. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 35 (36) : 39 Cr. L. J. 997 : 18 Pat 82, Emperor v.Sadasibo 
Majhi. (Sessions Judge is not competent to quash commitment.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 99 (100) : 16 M L J 525, In re Bhccma. 

(1900-1902) 1 Low Bur Rul 88 (88, S9), Crown v. Nga Swc Yank. 

(’97) 10 C P L R Cr 13 (14), Empress v. Bali Bam. 

(1900) 13 C P L R Cr 126 (127, 129), Empress v. Ghulam Kadir Khan. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 865 (870) : 49 Mad 525 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1031 (FB), Public 
Prosecutor v. Batnavclu Ghcttxj. 

(’8S) 12 Mad 35 (36) : 2 Weir 457, Queen-Empress v. Sivarama. 

(’87) 10 Mad 232 (239) : 2 Weir 181 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Sheikh Beari. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 389 (390) : 20 Cr. L. J. 3 : 1919 PR No. 5 Cr, Emperor v. ML Buri. 
(’74) 1874 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 5 (5), Croton v. Jamal Khan. 

(’67) 1867 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. 45 (45), Crownv.Goonga. (Under the Code of 1S61 
Chief Court only had the power.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 411 (413), Jogcsliwar Ghoso v. Emperor. 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Bom 117 (118) : 43 Bom 147 : 20 Cr. L. J. 71, Emperor v. Madhav. 
(’72) 4NWPHGR6 (6), Queen v. Mata Dyal. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 165 (165) : 5 All 62, Empress v. Bam Baksli. 

(’72) 1872 Pun Re No. 28 Cr, p. 37 (37), Crown v. Alya. (Deputy Commissioner to 
whom case had been committed under Code of 1872 had no power to quash.) 

(’81) 1881 All W N 60 (60), Empress v. Sunder. (Sessions Judge cannot release a 
person committed without putting him on trial without taking his defence.) 

[Sec (’01) 3 Bom L R 703 (703), King-Emperor v. Pandurang. ] 

3. (’75) 7 N W P H C R 211 (213), In re Hassan Baza Khan. 

4. (’81) 1881 All W N 60 (60), Empress v. Sunder. 

5. (’97) 1897 Rat 922 (923), Queen-Empress v. Lagma Laxamana. 

6. (’24) AIR 1924 Sind 61 (62) : 17 S L R 188 : 26 Cr. L. J. 148, TJtlibaiv. Crown. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 157 (159): 26SL R 407: 34 Cr. L. J, 14, Maniramw. Emperor. 
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retrial on a fresh charge framed on the evidence already recorded. 20 
However, the appellate Court cannot direct that the evidence already 
on the record should be treated as evidence in the case, as it savours 
of an order for further inquiry which cannot be passed in appeals from 
convictions. 21 An order for re-trial, again, cannot restrict the evidence 
to be taken to that mentioned in the order; the order should be for 
re-trial in view of the instructions contained in the order ; the accused 
is entitled to let in such additional evidence as he may desire. 22 

Where a re-trial is ordered, it is open to the prosecution either 
to proceed or not to proceed as it may be advised. 23 

Where the circumstances of the case warrant an order for re-trial, 
the appellate Court.skould not simply dismiss the appeal or report the 
case to the High Court. 21 

Where a Magistrate tries a ease which is exclusively triable by a 
Court of Session, the trial is void ; there being in such cases no trial, 
the appellate Court cannot order a re-trial. 25 

2$. “By a Court of competent jurisdiction.” — The words 
“order him to be re-tried by a Court of competent jurisdiction” do not 
imply that it is necessary before ordering a ro-trial, that the original 
Court should have had no jurisdiction to try the case. 1 The re-trial 
may be ordered to be held by the original Court itself, if it was 
competent to try the case, 2 or by another Court of competent jurisdic- 

20. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 230 (231), 19 I C 320: 9 Nag L R 42, Manna v. Emperor. 
(Court may at the same tiino direct that new trial should commence with the 
framing of a proper charge.) 

[But see (’32) 1932 Mad W N 114 (110), Naganna v. Emperor. (Appellate Court 
cannot direct that a particular charge bo framed or that trial bo resumed from 
a particular point.) ] 

21. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 582 (583) : 19 Cr. L. J. 77, Bhaso Singh v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 125(127):3G Cr.L.J. 740:31 Nag L R 24G, Potram v. Emperor. 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 24G (247) : 38 Cr. L. J. 657, Ramchandra Prasad 
v. Emperor. (A partial re-trial cannot be directed by the appellate Court — It 
can either direct a complete re-trial or call for further evidence to be placed 
before itself.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 219 (221) : 17 Cr.L.J. 332 : 1 Pat L J 99, Gajanand Thalntr 
v. Emperor. (Appellate Court setting aside conviction and ordering retrial and 
directing Magistrate to take additional evidence but at same time requiring him 
to record fresh decision on evidence already on record and upon tho additional 
evidence which he was about to take — Order of appellate Court is illegal.)] 

22. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 304 (305) : 3 C L J 303, Mir Sarwarjan v. Emperor. 

23. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 257 (258) : 22 Cr.L.J. 475, Tenaram Mondal v. Emperor. 

24. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 128(128), Empress v. Nga San Ela Baw. 
(’02) 2 Weir 484 (484, 485), In re Ghinna Moliayyan. (In this case tho matter 

was referred by the appellate Court to the District Magistrate.) 

25. (’02) 29 Cal 412 (414), Abdul Ghani v. Emperor. 

Note 24 

1. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 585 (590): 12 Ind Cas 961 : 36 Mad 457, Jeremiah v. Was. 
(’03) 7 Cal W N 301 (304), Sar'at Chandra Shah v. Emperor. 

(’91) 2 Weir 481 (482), In re Per a Naicken. 

(’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 16 Cr, p. 50 (51), Dani v. Queen-Empress. (8 All 14, dis- 
sented from; 16 Bom 580 and 15 All 205, followed.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 172 (174) : 4 C W N 166, Sati'sh Chandra Das v. Queen-Empress. 

[. See also (’02) 29 Cal 412 (414), Abdul Ghani v. Emperor. (If lower Court not 
competent to try, appellate Court cannot order retrial.)] 

2. See (’91) 2 Weir 481 (482), In re Pcra Naicken. 

(1900) 27 Cal 172 (174) : 4 C W N 166, Saiish Chandra Das v. Queen-Empress. 
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’.Section 423 tion even "where the original Court was itself a Court of competent 
Note 24 jurisdiction. 3 

The Court convicting the accused may be competent to try the 
case, but not competent to adequately punish the accused for the 
offence. In such a case, the appellate Court, reversing the conviction, 
may order a re- trial to he held by a Court which can adequately 
punish the accused. 4 

There is nothing preventing the appellate Court from specifying 
the subordinate Court which should hold the re-trial. 5 

Can a re-trial be ordered before the appellate Court'itself ? There 
is a difference of opinion on the point. It was held by the High Court of 
Bombay in the undermentioned case 6 that the re-trial, if ordered, must 
be by a Court of competent jurisdiction subordinate to the appellate 
Court and that the appellate Court could not order the re-trial to 
proceed before itself. According to the High Court of Madras, the words 
“Court of competent jurisdiction subordinate to such appellate Court” 
are not words of limitation and do not exclude the appellate Court, if 
the offence is one within its jurisdiction. 7 

Where, in a case tried by jury in Court X, the appellate Court 
reversed the conviction and sentence, and ordered a re-trial by Court Y 
which was competent to try the case with the aid of assessors, it was 
held by the Privy Council that there was no legal objection to the 
order made, but that the order was one which ought not to be made, 
unless justified by exceptional circumstances, inasmuch as it was likely 
to have very serious effects upon the rights of the accused, and that 
his privilege which he had enjoyed of a trial by a jury, he ought, in 
general, to retain. 8 

On the same principle, it has been held by the Calcutta High 
Court that, where a conviction by a jury is set aside on the ground of 
defective charge to the jury, but there is evidence on record the 
sufficiency of which must be considered by the jury, the proper course 
is to order a re-trial by jury. 9 In the undermentioned case 10 the 
Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind in an appeal against an acquittal 

3. (’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 238 (240), Queen-Empress v. Shaik AH. 
(Dissenting from 8 All 14.) 

4. (’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 16 Or, p, 50 (51), Dani v. Queen-Empress. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 751 (754, 755) : 17 G P L R 97, Emperor v. Sheikh Bastil. 

5. (’88) 1888 Rat 367 (367), Queen-Empress v. Easthnribai. 

(’35) AIR 1935 P C 122 (124) : 62 I A 174 : 59 Bom 496 : 36 Cri L Jour 978 (PC), 
Hariv. Emperor. 

6. (’98) 1898 Rat 982 (982), Queen- Empress y. Fakira. 

7. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 104 (105) : 30 Mad 228 : 16 M L J 546 : 2 M L T 46, Public 
Prosecutor v. Manikka Gramani. 

(’90) 2 Weir 481 (481), In re V edakadeth Xanaran. 

S. (’25) AIR 1925 P C 122 (124) (P C), Tilakdhari Singh v. Eesho Prasad. 

9. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 412 (414) : 11 C W N 51, Sheikh Fakir v. Emperor. 

■(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 715 (716) : 16 IncI Cas 523 (Cal), Jamaruddi v. Emperor. (Whole 
case should go to jury for re-trial.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 96 (97) : 5 Ind Cas 315 (Cal), Hazir Ali v. Emperor. 

■(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 315 (317) : 7 C L J 246, Eali Singh v. Emperor. (Practice of 
the Court is to order re-trial.) 

10. (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 104 (108) : 21 Sind L R 356 : 28 Cri L Jour 66, Emperor 
v. Saram. 
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an a case tried by jury, held that the High Court bad jurisdiction to 
decide the case itself instead of ordering a new trial. 

25. Discharge and re-trial— If both can be ordered. — Where 
the appellate Court discharges an accused person on the ground, for 
■example, of misjoinder of parties, it has power to add a direction that 
•the accused should be re-tried. It is not obligatory on it to leave to 
the discretion of the Magistrate the course which should he taken in 
.such matter . 1 It was, however, held in the case noted below 2 that it is 
not ordinarily the duty of the appellate Court to order the re- trial of 
a person whose conviction is set aside, and that the prosecution may 
be left to take such proceedings against the accused as they may be 
•advised to take. 

26. Effect of re-trial on offences of which accused had been 
acquitted in trial Court. — Suppose A is charged with having 
■committed offences X and Y but is convicted of offence X only and 
on appeal the conviction is reversed and a re-trial ordered. Is the 
whole case re-opened and is A to be re- tried on both charges X and Y ? 
Yes, if the facts of the case are such that the offences X and Y fall 
within S. 23G of the Code . 1 Whero the accused is charged at one trial 
with distinct offences constituted by distinct acts and he is acquitted 
•of one of such offences and convicted of the other, an order for re-trial 
•in an appeal against the conviction will not re-open the whole ease . 2 

Where A was charged in the trial Court with offences under Ss. 302 
-and 201 of the Penal Code and was convicted under S. 302, the charge 
under S. 201 being withdrawn by the prosecution, it was held on appeal 
irom the conviction that the appellate Court could order a re-trial even 


Note 25 

1. (’01) 28 Cal 104 (107, 108), Kumudini Kanta v. Queen-Empress. 

2. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 11 (17) : 4 Nag L R 71, Emperor v. Balwant Singh. 

•(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 103 (105) : 7 C. L. J. 70, Lcahut Hosscin Khan v. Emperor. 

Note 26 

1. (’38) I L R (1938) 1 Cal 98 (117-119), Kamala Kanta v. Emperor. (S. 403 (1), 
Criminal P. C., hns no application, inasmuch as the re-trinl will not be a second 
trial but only a continuation of the first trial.) 

•(’95) 22 Cal 377 (381, 382), Krishna Dltan v. Queen-Empress. 

■(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 497 (498) : 15 I. C. 641 : 40 Cal 1G3, Nazumnddi v. Emperor. 

2. (’36) 63 Cal 1112 (1114, 1115), Naimaddin Biswas v. Emperor. 

(’95) 22 Cal 377 (382, 383), Krishna Dhan v. Quccc-Emprcss. 

•(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 13 (15) :6 Pat 208: 27Cr.L.J. 1100, Abdul Hamid v. Emperor. 

In the following cases it was held, without reference to S. 236 of the Code 
that the appellate Court could not order a re- trial in respect of an offence of 
which the accused was acquitted in the lower Court. It must be assumed that the 
■offence in those cases were such as did not fall within S. 236: 

(’35) AIR 1935 Lah 945 (946) : 37 Cri L Jour 303, Ali Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(Conviction under S. 420, Penal Code, and acquittal under S. 465 — Appeal from 
conviction — Re-trial cannot be ordered in respect of both offences.) 

•(’06) 11 Cal W N xci (xci), Dwarha Hath Sahu v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 120 (121) : 36 Cri L Jour 553, Nitya Gopal v. Emperor. 

■(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 568 (569) : 21 Cri L Jour 689, Kala Nath v. Emperor. 

.(’S3) AIR 1933 All 941 (948, 949) : 35 Cr. L. J. 668:56 All 210, Lala v. Emperor. 
[ See also (’03) 26 Mad 478 (479, 480), Sami Ayya v. Emperor. 

(’35) 62 Cal 928 (936) : 37 Cri L Jour 707, Abdul ILhan v. Emperor. (Per 
Lort William, J. — Charges of conspiracy to murder and murder — Accused 
convicted of former but acquitted on latter charge — Appeal by accused — The 
other charge cannot be re-opened at the retrial. Per Jack, J. — Order of retrial 
applies to all the charges framed by the original Court.)] 
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Section 423 
Notes 26-30 


in respect of the offence under S.201, since there was no acquittal on 
that charge. 3 

27. Ordering re-trial for enhancing sentence. — The power 
of ordering a new trial merely for the purpose of enhancing the 
punishment ought to he very sparingly used . 1 It ought not to be used 
at all where the trial Court was competent to inflicting the maximum 
punishment for the offence . 2 

28. Remand for passing sentence or for writing proper 
judgment. — An appellate Court cannot remand the case to the 
lower Court for the purpose of passing a legal sentence ; it must deal 
with the matter itself in accordance with law . 1 Similarly, in Tara 
Chanel v. Emperor 2 it was held that an appellate Court had no power 
to remand a case for “re-hearing the parties and writing out a proper 
judgment,” hut that it was its duty to go into the whole facts fully 
itself and dispose of the case. In In re Earuppiah Pillai , 3 where 
the trial Court had not written a judgment in conformity with the 
provisions of S. 367, it was held that the correct procedure for the 
appellate Court to adopt was to accept the appeal and remand the 
case for re-hearing clc novo and not to retain the case on file, merely 
calling for a fresh judgment from the lower Court. 

29. Effect of order for re-trial in appeal. — Where the 
Sessions Judge as an appellate Court orders a re-trial in an appeal 
against the conviction of a first class Magistrate, the District Magistrate 
has no authority to disregard the same and release the prisoner . 1 

30. “Or committed for trial.” — An appellate Court reversing 
the conviction of the lower Court can order a commitment to be made 
in cases where the accused ought to he committed . 1 There was no such 
power before the Code of 1882. 3 


3. (05) 2 Cal L Juor ISn (18?i), Affiluddi v. Emperor. 

[See also (’35) 30 Cr. L. J. 1333 (1334):158I. C. 200 (All), Empcrorx. Bahraiclii.] 

Note 27 

1. ('15) AIR 1915 All 1S5 (ISO) : 10 Cri L Jour 433, Emperor v. Mohan Lai. 

2. (’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 111(111,112), Kazan) Rhi v .Queen-Empress, 

Note 28 

1. (’07) 11 Cal W N ccliv (cclv), Mahabubali Khan v. Mildcswar Ghose. 

2. (’00) 3 Cri L Jour 119 (120) : 32 Cal 1009. 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 171 (172) : 21 Cri L Jour 52. 

See also S. 307 Note 16. 

Note 29 

1. (’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 77 (77, 78) : 2 I. C. 541 : 5 Low Bur Rul 49, Emperor v. Tun 


1. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 243 (245) : 24 Cri L Jour 840, In re Ayarvali Poklcer. (In 
this case High Court itself committed case to Court of Session.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 1S5 (ISO) : 16 Cri L Jour 433, Emperor v. Molian Lai. 

(’93) 15 All 205 (200) : 1S93 All W N 105, Queen-Empress v. Mania Baksh. (It 
is competent to a Sessions Judge having reversed the finding and sentence to 
order the appellant to be committed for trial to the Court of Session.) 

See also S. 437 Note 15. 

2. (’82) 1882 All W N 112 (112) , Empress v.Bam Prasad. 

(’68-69) 5 Bom H C R Cr 65 (66), Peg. v. Chanveraya. 

(’75) 12 Bom H C R Cr 234 (237), Beg. v. Tukaram Bagho. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 55 (55), Queen v. Kassimuddin. 
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Where a Magistrate convicts the accused of an offence which is 
exclusively triable by a Court of Session and the appellate Court 
reverses the finding and orders a commitment, it is not necessary that 
the Magistrate should commence a fresh inquiry and take evidence do 
novo. The_ inquiry and the evidence at the trial are sufficient for the 
purposes of commitment. 3 

The words “order him to he committed for trial" do not 

necessarily mean that the appellate Court cannot itself make the 
commitment, hut should direct a Magistrate to do so. Both courses 
are open to the appellate Court. 4 

Where the appellate Court reverses the finding of the lower Court 
(Magistrate) on the ground that the offence is one exclusively triable 
by a Court of Session, the proper course to be adopted is to direct a 
commitment and not simply alter the charge into one for which the 
accused ought to have been committed and alter the sentences 5 or try 
the case itself on such charge. Thus, where the appellate Court reversed 
a conviction for an offence under S. 37C on the ground that the act 
could not be said to be without the consent of the girl and was of opinion 
that the offence made out was one under s. 866 (offence triable exclu- 
sively by a Court of Session), but instead of directing a commitment, 
framed a charge under S. 3GG and tried the case itself, it was held that 
it had no power to do so. 0 

It is not necessary that, in order that the appellate Court may 
direct a committal, the offence should be one exclusively triable by a 
Court of Session. 7 Where A was convicted by a Magistrate under s. 826 
of the Penal Code for having cut off his wife's nose and punished with 
imprisonment for two years, the High Court considered that the case 
w r as one which ought to have been committed, though the offence was 
not one exclusively triable by a Court of Session. 8 

(’08) 10 Suth WECr 35 (30), In re Halim Sardar. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 47 (48), Empress v. Shahmat. 

(’81) 1881 All W N 02 (G2), Empress v. Baton Sahai. 

(’00) 1800 Pan Re No. 34 Or, p. 35 (36), Wnzccr Singh v. Crown. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 All 579 (683): 30 Cr.L. J. 1013:58A11 23, SahadcoBam v. Emperor. 
(’80) 2 All 910 (912), Empress of India v. Illahi Bahsh. 

(’78) 2 Weir 479 (479). 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 All 579 (583): 30 Cri L Jour 1013: 58 All 23, Sahadco Bam v. 
Emperor. (31 Mad 40,10Bom 319, 27 Mad 54, AIR 1922 All 345, 15 All 205 and 
AIR 1915 All 185, Relied upon; 0 Cri L Jour 7, Dissented from). 

5 . (’22) AIR 1922 All 345 (340) : 23 Or L J 450, Hasan Baza v. Emperor. (Con- 
viction under Ss. 462 and 147, Penal Code reversed and accused charged and con- 
victed under S. 395.) 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 230 (231): 3 Rang 68: 26 CrLJ 1119, Sircar v. Emperor. 
(Following 8 Bom L R 120 and 3 Cri L Jour 240.) 

7. (’96) 28 Cal 350 (351), Misri Lai v. Lachmi Narain. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 128 (129): 34 CrLJ 640, Salilion v. Emperor. (Dissented from 
8 All 14.) 

(’92) 16 Bom 580 (583) : 1892 Eat 577, Queen-Empress v. Abdul Bahman. 

[But see (1885) 8 All 14 (17): 1885 AWN 298, Queen Empress v. Suhha.] 

8. (’92) 10 Bom 580 (583, 584): 1892 Rat 577, Queen-Empress v. Abdul Bahman, 
(Dissenting from 8 All 14.) 
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Section $23 
Notes 30-31 


"Where a conviction was set aside on the ground that the case was- 
one exclusively triable by a Court of Session and had been tried by 
the Magistrate without jurisdiction, the High Court refused to make 
an order for commitment in view, intar alia , of the considerable 
expense which the accused had been put to in the conduct of the 
ease. 0 


31. “Alter the finding.” — The appellate Court may, under 
clause (b) of the section, alter the finding of the lower Court without 
ordering a re-trial. This power, however, must be taken to be limited 
by the general principle that the appellate Court cannot come to any 
finding which the lower Court could not have legally come to ; the 
meaning of the section must be taken to be that the appellate Court is 
given the power to correct any mistakes of finding which the first 
Court may have committed. 1 Thus, an appellate Court cannot, in a 
case not falling within S. 237 of the Code, convict the accused of a- 
graver offence than that charged. 2 

Where A is charged in the lower Court with having committed 
offences X and Y and is acquitted of X, the appellate Court may, in an 
appeal against the conviction for offence Y, alter the conviction to one 
for offence X of which A had been acquitted in the lower Court. 3 The 


9. (’32) AIR 1932 Cnl 390 (394): 59 Cal 1233: 33 Cr L J 685, Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs , Bengal v. Daulatram. 

Note 3 1 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 118 (119, 120) : 41 Cr.L.J. 621 : 1940RLR 215, E Mating 
Mating v. The King. (Appellate Court- cannot come to finding which is not with- 
in competency of trial Court or pass sentence which is beyond jurisdiction of 
trial Court.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 All 710 (712) : 41 Cr. L. J. Ill, Nandkisliorcv. Emperor. (Powers 
of appellate Court under S. 423 are limited by Ss, 236, 237 and 238.) 

(’38) AIR 193S Mad 315 (315) : 39 Cri L Jour 465, In re Ponnuswami Scrvai. 
(Conviction under S. 414, Penal Code, by second class Magistrate — Appeal — 
Alteration into one under S. 409, Penal Code, is not legal as ofience under S. 409 
is not triable by second class Magistrate.) 

(’3S) AIR 1938 Nag 303 (305) : 39 Cr. L. J. 747 : I L R (1938) Nag 595, Ahcsanali 
Mahomcdali v. Emperor. (Appellate Court thinking that facts set out in order 
under S. 112 bring matter within cl. (a) instead of cl. (b) of S. 109 — This altera- 
tion can be made.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 233 (234) : IS Cri L Jour 511 : 1917 Pun Re No. 4 Cr, Ahmad 
Lin v. Emperor. (Dissenting from 25 All 534.) 

(’85) 7 All 414 (420, 424) : 1885 AWN 105 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Pershad. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 490 (491) : 3 Low Bur Rul 232, Emperor v. Po Yin. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 260 (261) : 3 Lah 440 : 23 Cr. L. J. 709, Arjan Mai v. Emperor . 
(Appellate Court cannot convict accused of ofience requiring sanction.) 

[Sec however (’03) 25 All 534 (536) : 1903 AWN 100, Emperor v. Gur Narain 
Prasad. (Appellate Court can alter conviction to one for any of the offences 
mentioned in S. 198 notwithstanding the absence of any complaint ns required 
by it.)] 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 Low Bur 36 (37) : 23 Cri L Jour 740 : 11 Low Bur Rul 45, Nga 
Po Kyin v. Emperor. 

(’80) 6 Cal L R 427 (428), In the matter of Dwarka Nath Manjhee. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 490 (491) : 3 Low Bur Rul 232, Emperor v. Po Yin. 

(’98-99) 3 Cal W N 653 (655, 656): 26 Cal 863, Lala Ojlia v. Queen-Empress. 

[See also (’05) 10 Cal W N xxxix (xxxix), Bhagawat Singh v. King-Emperor , 
(Point not decided.)] 

[See however (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 105 (107) : 25 Cri L Jour 1057 : 19 Sind L R 
183, Faisulla v. Emperor. (The case was however one falling within Ss, 236 
and 237,)] 

3. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 572(572) : 12 I. C. 836 : 34 All 115, Sardara v. Emperor. 
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same principle will apply with greater force, where A had not been 
expressly acquitted or convicted of offence X, but had simply been 
convicted of offence Y. i But it has' been held in the undermentioned 
decisions 41 that it is not open to the appellate Court under this clause 
to alter the finding to one of conviction for an offence of which the 
accused has been acquitted. These decisions purport to follow the 
decision of the Privy Council in Kishan Singh v. Emperor. ib But it 
is submitted that the Privy Council decision is purely concerned with 
the powers of the High Court under S.439 and does not touch the 
question of the powers of an appellate Court under this clause. Where 
A was charged with having committed offence X only, but the lower 
Court could, under the provisions of S. 237 or S. 238, have convicted the 
accused without a charge of offence Y also, the appellate Court can, in 
an appeal against the conviction for offence X, alter the conviction to 
one for offence Y. 6 But can an appellate Court alter the finding in 


(’26) AIR 1926 All 700 (701) : 27 Cri L Jour 901, J anhi Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 All 65 (66) : 20 Gri L Jour 22, Dulli v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 200 (205, 206): 9 Luck 607: 35 Or. L. J. 973, Lahhan Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’96) 23 Cal 975 (977, 979), Queen-Empress v. Jdbanullah. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 723 (726) : 60 Cal 179 : 34 Cr. L. J. 177, Hanuman Sarma v. 
Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 625 (626) : 18 Cr. L. J. 982, Dhanpat Singh v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 257 (258) : 19 Cr. L. J. 735 : 3 Pat L J 565, Maliangu Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 534 (535): 7 I. C. 861: 34 Mad 547, Appanna v. Pcthani Maha- 
lahsluni. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 456 (459) : 41 Cal 350 : 15 Cr. L. J. 385, Bomesh Chandra v. 
Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 942 (943) : 1904 P L R 110 : 1904 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, Bhola v- 
Emperor. 

(’ll) 10 Ind Cas 372 (373): 35 Mad 243: 12Cr.L. J. 269, Hanuntappa v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Rang93(97): 1 Rang 436: 25 Cr. L. J. 247, On Shwe v. Emperor.. 
See also S. 439 Notes 12 and 13, 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 All 353 (358) : 38 Cri L Jour 621, Emperor v. Jagannatli. 
(Accused charged alternatively under S. 366A, or S. 498, Penal Code — No finding: 
by lower Court in respect of S. 498 — Conviction under S. 366A— Acquittal under 
S. 498 not implied — High Court can alter conviction from S. 366A to S. 498.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 565 (567, 568) : 55 All 834 : 34 Cri L Jour 1064, Bagliunath 
v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 9 (12) : 25 Sind L R 1 : 32 Cri L Jour 517, Sabjhatullah v.. 
Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 457 (459) : 15 I C 89 : (1911) 1 Upp Bur Rul 100, AUMuddin 
Mcah Jan. 

4a. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 202 (206) : 40 Cr. L. J. 93 : 1 L R (1939) Ear 75, Jado ■ 
Bahim v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 240 (242, 243) : 38 Cri L Jour 521 ,Sarda Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 All 758 (759) : 38 Cri L Jour 71, Motiram v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 325 (327) : 30 Cri L Jour 944, Kisan Das v. Emperor. 

[See also (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 512 (514) : 37 Cr.L. J. 246, Paw Tha TJ v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged under Ss. 302, 392 read with S. 114, Penal Code — Sessions 
Judge not convicting accused under S. 392 amounts to acquittal under it — High, 
Court cannot alter conviction from S, 302 to S. 379, Penal Code.)] 

4b. (’28) AIR 1928 P C-254 (257) : 50 All 722:55 I A 390:29 Cri L Jour 828 (PC). 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 281 (282) : 39 Cri Is Jour 761 : 1938 R L R 139, Mating 
Ba v. The Khig. (Trial Magistrate convicting accused under S. 353, Penal Code 
— Appellate Court can alter conviction to one under S. 352.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 132 (133, 134) : 38 Cr.L.J. 390 : 1 L R (1936) Nag 99, Diwan. 
Singh v. Emperor. 
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Section 523 such a way that the altered offence was neither charged in the trial 
Note 31 Court nor was one for which the accused could have been convicted 
under the provisions of ss. 237 and 238 ? The general trend of opinion 
is that it cannot do so, 0 and this is in accord with the principle above 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 44 (47) : 37 Cri L Jour 12, Emperor v. Shco Narain Singh. 
(Accused acquitted of offence under S. 302, Penal Code, can in appeal be convicted 
of offence under S. 307, Penal Code.) 

(’86) 1S86 Rat 293 (294), Queen-Empress v. Balu. .(Conviction under S. 457, Penal 
Code, altered into one under S. 414 in appeal.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 173 (173) : 28 Nag L R 218 : 34 Cri L Jour 66, Deo Earn v. 
Emperor. (A person charged with house-breaking can be convicted of receiving 
stolen property in appeal.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 620 (521, 522) : 54 Cal 476 : 28 Cri L Jour 404, Dibakar v. 
Saktidhar Kabiraj. (Appellate Court may alter charge and conviction if accused 
is not prejudiced.) 

[Nee also (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 508 (509) : 30 Cri L Jour 413, Biru v. Emperor. 
(Where a person has been charged and tried for an offence under S. 380, Penal 
Code, he can be legally convicted under S. 403 of the Code if he has not been 
taken by surprise by such a procedure.)] 

[But see (’26) AIR 1926 All 33 (34) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1494, Mula v. Emperor. (Accused 
convicted under S. 457, Penal Code, cannot be convicted under S. 411 in appeal.)] 
6. (’39) AIR 1939 All 710 (712) : 41 Cri L Jour 111, Nand Eishorc v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 123 (124) : 19 N. L. J. 158 (161), Eartilcram v. Emperor. 
(Appellate Court has no power to convict accused of a case he has not been called 
upon to meet.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pal 536 (537) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1156, Bamdhani Maliton v. Emperor. 
(Charge and conviction under S. 426, Penal Code — Appeal — Conviction under 
S. 352, Penal Code, maintaining sentence is not legal.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 561 (570) : 62 Cal 433 : 36 Cri L Jour 1275 (SB), Emperor v. 
Bhawani Prasad. 

•(’11) 12 Cr.L.J.269 (271): 10 I.C. 372:35 Mad 2i3,Golla Hanumappa v. Emperor. 
(’ 26) AIR 1926 Cal 431 (432) : 26 Cri L Jour 1018, Eakhal Chandra v. Jamini 
Ranta. (Conviction under S. 147, Penal Code, cannot be altered to one under 
S. 323, Penal Code.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 28S (290), Yakub v. Lcihu. (Trial for offence of rioting — Appellate 
Court cannot convict under Ss. 448 and 323.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 706 (706) : 26 Cri L Jour 1036, In re Kadalnatha Pillai. 
(Conviction under S. 159, Madras Local Boards Act — Appellate Court cannot 
convict under S. 163 (1) of that Act.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 990 (991) : 5 C W N 31, Baliimuddi v. Asgar Ali. (Conviction for 
rioting with common object of theft — Finding by appellate Court of different 
common object — Conviction on such finding is not legal.) 

•(’24) AIR 1924 All 766 (767) : 25 Cri L Jour 1292, Chcda Singh v. Emperor. (In 
appeal charge cannot be altered to another one for which evidence is ample.) 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Mad 496 (496, 497): 18 Cri L Jour 860, In re Mongalu Aorodhono 
Hathi. (Appellate Court acquitting persons charged with rioting but convicting 
under sections 448 and 323, Penal Code.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 375 (376): 47 Mad 61: 25 Cri L Jour554 ; In rc Slirecramulu. 
(Alteration of charge under sections 147 and 323, Penal Code, into one under S. 160.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 32 (32): 4 Rang 355 : 27 Cri L Jour 1360, Nga Shwe Son v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 452, Penal Code — Appellate Court convicting under 
Arms Act.) 

•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 340 (340) : 5 Ind Cas 974 (Mad), In re Bomma Eeddy. (Con- 
viction by the appellate Court under S. 379, Penal Code, by altering the conviction 
of the original Court under sections 447 and 352.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 660 (662), J atusingh v. Mahabir Singh. (Conviction for theft — Ap- 
pellate Court convicting accused of being members of unlawful assembly.) 

•(’33) 1933 Mad W N 910 (911), Govinda Bavalu v. Emperor. (Conviction by first 
Court under sections 147 and 323, Penal Code — Conviction changed on appeal into 
one under sections 149 and, 323.) 

i'25) AIR 1925 Nag 294 (294) : 26 Cri L Jour 1358, Akbar Hussain v. Emperor. 
(Charge and conviction under S. 468,- Penal Code, by trial Court — Change of con- 
viction under section 471 in appeal is not proper.) 
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stated, that an appellate Court, cannot conio to any finding which tho 
trial Court could not have conio to. If tho appellate Court considers 
that the accused is guilty of another offence than that charged, it 
should direct a re-trial with directions to alter the charge. 01 It is 
conceived that it may also frame a fresh charge itself on tho analogy 
■of s. 227, and proceed, after notice to the accused, to dispose of the case. 
This, however, should not be done if it is likely to prejudice the accused. 7 

In some cases, however, it has been hold that tho appellate Court 
•can, where the facts are the same, alter tho conviction from one 
under a wrong section to one under tho proper section, if it does 
not prejudice the accused. 8 It has also been held in the cases cited 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 490 (497): 22 Cr. L. .T. 485, Mayadhar Mahanti v. Danardan 
Kiind. (No charge for the offence in the trial Court — Conviction by appellate Court.) 
(’20) AIR 1920 Tat 590 (591) : 21 Cri L .Tour 49G, Raghu Singh v. Emperor. (Con- 
viction under S. 457, 1. P. C., altered into one under S. 450.) 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 307 (303), Monoranjan Chnwdhary v. Queen-Empress. (Alteration 
of findings under Ss. 109 and 211, Penal Code, to one under S. 193.) 

•(’23) AIR 1923 Lab 200 (2G1):3 Lah 440:23 Cr.L.J. 709, Arjan Mai v. Emperor. 
(Conviction under S. 1S9, 1. P. C., altered into one under Ss. 170 and 109.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 178 (179) : 35 Cr. L. .T. 519, Mange, v. Emperor. (Conviction 
under S. 370, Penal Code — Alteration into one under S. 323.) 

•(’99-1900) 5 Cal W N 290 (297), Rameshtear r.Jogi Sahoo. (Cannot convict of any 
offence which did not form the subject-matter of the complaint.) 

-(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 532 (533): 24 Cri L .Tour 312, Fatal Ghosh v. Emperor. (Altera- 
tion of the conviction of the petitioners from S. 325, 1. P. C., to S. 323.) 

■(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 219 (219):15 Cr.L.J. 701, Genu Manjhi v. Emperor. (Altera- 
tion from S. 147, 1. P. C., to S. 323.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 181 (182): 10 Cri L Jour 42, Ear Karan v. Emperor. (Altera- 
tion from S. 147, 1. P. G., to S. 353.) 

•(’00) 3 Cr. L. J. 210 (212) : S Bom L R 120, Emperor v. Sahharam Gann. (Alter- 
ation of conviction under S. 370, Penal Code, into S. 300 is illegal.) 

•(’87) 1887 Rat 353 (353), Qucrn-Emprcss v. Basappa. (Conviction under S. 323, 
Penal Code — Accused could notbeconviefed in appeal under S. 11 7 for which tho 
accused was not fried.) 

[Sec (’15) AIR 1915 All 357 (358) : 10 Cri L Jonr 599, Dcbi Singh v. Emperor. 
(The powers conferred by the Code of Criminal Procedure upon n Court of Appeal 
are not intended to be used in such a way ns to spring up n new case on the 
accused without giving him any notice of the charge which lie has to meet,) 
(’88) 1888 Rat 308 (308), Quccn-Emprcss v. Krishna. (Conviction for an offence 
under S. 411, Penal Code — Alteration of conviction into one cither under S. 379 
or S. 411 — Held that such alternative conviction in appeal wns illegal.)} 

[See also (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 73 (74): 9 I. C. 430 (Lab), Emperor v. Malina Singh.'] 
•6a. (’32)AIR1932Cftl723(720 1 727):G0CaI179:3tCr.L..T.177,n'anin»auv.Empcror. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 181 (182) : 1G Cri L Jour 42, Ear Karain v. Emperor. 

7. [See (’10) AIR 1910 Mad 1222 (1222):1G Cr.L.J. 737, In rcMuhha Muthiriyan. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 833 (834) : 3G Cri L Jour 274, Ralan Singh v. Emperor. 

(Conviction for attempting to cheat X — Alteration into ono for cheating T".)] 

8. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 2G3 (2G3) : 39 Cr. L. J. 937, Emperor v. Shan7:ar Dayal. 
(Conviction under S. 452, Penal Code, from charge under S. 323, Penal Code, is 
not illegal provided injustice is not caused to the accused.) 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 2G (27) : 34 Cri L -Tour 419, Jagannalh Misra v. Emperor. 
-(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 199 (200):G Pat 217:28 Cri. L. .T. 529 ,Ganpa( Lai v. Emperor. 
■(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 239 (239) : 19 Ind Cas 335 (Mad), Kunhambu v. Emperor. 

(Conviction under S. 353, Penal Code, altered into one under S. 183.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 143 (143) : 23 Cri L Jour 198, Eanuman v. Emperor. 

•(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 8G5 (8G0) : 33 Cri L Jour 828, Raqhubir Kahar v. Emperor. 

(Finding of guilt under Ss. 420/75 altered into one under Ss. 379/75.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 359 (362) : 29 Cr.L J. 374, Ulfal Khan v. Emperor. (Accused 
charged under S. 147 can be convicted under S. 323, Penal Code, in appeal.) 

■ (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 11 (15) : 7 Pat 758 : 30 Cr.L.J. 205, Bhondu Das v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate convicting for offence under S. 32G read with S. 149, Penal Code — 
Appeal — Conviction altered to one under Ss. 32G and 34, Penal Code.) 

2Cr.l45, 
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Section 423 below, 8a that the only restriction on the appellate Court’s power is that- 

Note 31 the accused is not prejudiced by the alteration of the charge and that 

the appellate Court could alter the finding, even though the case does- 
not fall within S. 237 or S. 238. It is submitted that this view cannot be 
supported on principle. Section 233 of the Code provides that every 
distinct offence must be separately charged, though where a trial does- 
take place without a charge, it is a curable irregularity under S. 535. 
This principle applies equalty to the appellate Court as well as to the 
trial Court , 0 and there is nothing to show that the appellate Court can. 
disregard the rule any more than the trial Court. Though the words- 
"may alter the finding” in the section are general, they must be 
construed in harmony with other provisions of the Code and not as- 
overriding them. 9a 

The word “finding” is not limited to a finding upon a point of- 
law as distinct from a finding upon a point of fact. ob 

Where X was charged under S. 143 and also under S. 379 of the 
Penal Code, but was convicted only under s. 143 and acquitted of the- 
offence under s. 379 of the Penal Code, and the appellate Court 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 26 (27) : 34 Cri L Jour 419, Jagannath Misra v. j Emperor. 
(’03) 1 Upp Bur Rul, Penal Code, 9 (13), Ko Set Shewin v. King-Emperor. 

(’87) 18S7 Pun Re No. 59 Cr, p. 156 (157), Buta v. Empress. (Finding under S. 411 
altered to one under S. 403, Penal Code.) 

(’03) 2 Weir 485 (486), In re Vccra Bcddi. 

(’99) 26 Cal 863 (867, 868) : 3 C W N 653, Lala Ojlia v. Queen-Empress. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 694 (696) : 1 A L J 245, Mohammad Yasin v. Emperor. 

(1900) 13 C P L R 125 (126), Empress v. Bam Din. (Conviction under S. 459,. 

I. P. C., altered to one under Ss. 326 and 511.) 

(’75) 12 Bom H C R Cr 1 (7), Beg. v. Bamajirao. 

[Sec (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 348 (349) : 3 Low Bur Rul 112, Emperor v. Kyaw Hla- 
Aung. (Appellate Court can alter finding to legalize sentence.)] 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 263 (264) : 38 Cri L Jour 455 : ILR (1937) Nag 102. 
Nathusingh v. Emperor. (Prosecution under S. 181, Penal Code — Appellate- 
Court can change it to S. 193 of the Code.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 275(276) : 38 Cri L Jour 380 : ILR (1937) Nag 145, Vithal v. 
Emperor .] 

See also S. 236 Note 1. 

8a. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 687 (688) : 17 Cri L Jour 3S4, In re Mannar Krishna 
Chetty. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 9 (12) : 34 Cri L Jour 266, Sharif v. Emperor. (S. 423 (1) 
(b) lays down that in an appeal from conviction appellate Court may “alter the- 
finding.” This power is not in any way qualified or restricted by Ss. 236, 237 
and 238.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 188 (189) : 20 Cri L Jour 7S0, In re Fullannavara Hanu- 
mantha. 

(’99) 26 Cal 863 (867, 86S) : 3 C W N 653, Lala Ojlia v. Queen-Empress. 

[See also (’03) 25 All 534 (535, 536) : 1903 AWN 100, Emperor v. Gur Narain 
Prasad. (The power of an aj>pellate Court in altering a finding under S. 423, 
Criminal P. C., is not limited by any preliminaries imposed upon the first Court- 
before it takes cognizance of the offence involved in the altered finding.)] 

9. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 694 (695) : 1905 Pun Re No. 38 Cr, Sahib Singh v. Emperor. 
[See however (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 302 (303) : 15 Cri L Jour 680, In re Surya 
Narayana Bao. (Where two persons are tried together and convicted of one- 
offence, the appellate Court has power to convict one of two persons tried for a 
certain offence and the other of another offence found on the facts.)] 

See also S. 233 Note 2. 

9a. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 49 (49) : 33 Mad 264 : 5 I. C. 145, Padmanaba Payi- 
Kanniali v. Emperor. 

9b. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 257 (258) : 19 Cr. L. J. 735 : 3 Pat L Jour 565, Mahangu 
Singh v. Emperor. (Distinguishing AIR 1917 Pat 625 and A I R 1914 Cal 456.)’ 
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exercising original criminal jurisdiction lms jurisdiction to quash a 
commitment made to that Court under this section. 7 8 * * * * * * 

The principles laid down in s. 537 should generally guide the 
High Court in dealing with an application under this section. 15 

8. “ On a point of law. ” — A commitment can he quashed only 
on a point of law. 1 The test is to sec from the* judgment of the Magis- 
trate wlmt his findings on the evidence arc and whether those findings 
arc capable prhnn facie of sustaining the charges he has framed and 
on which the commitment to the Court of Session is made." A commit- 
ment should only he quashed when on the face of it there is something 
of the nature of a fatal flaw in the prosecution. 3 In dealing with an 
application under this section, the High Court is not required to 
appreciate the evidence, hut it proceeds on the assumption that the 
facts as stated in the order of commitment will he proved at the trial. 
All that the High Court is required to apply its mind to is to see 
whether, assuming the facts are proved, they do justify the conviction 
of the accused or not. 31 The following are illustrative instances of 
errors of law justifying the quashing of the commitment : 

(1) Where the commitment is made without any enquiry or examina- 
tion of the prosecution witness 4 or on an enquiry so imperfect as 
to result in prejudice to the accused. 41 

(2) Where the charge framed is altered or added to at a late stage and 
the commiimenl is made without re-examining the witnesses as 


7. (’03) 8 Cr. L. .1. 221 (223) : 3G Cal ?.? : 12CW N 101-1, Phanindra v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Rant; 105 (107) :39 Cri L .lour 470, .V. I. Mo mm v. The King. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal IT! (778) : 50 Cal 785 : 31 Cri L .lour 1S1, Emperor v. Ginsli. 

8. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 470 (477, 478) : 53 Cal 350 : 27 Cri L Jour 385 (FB), 
Emperor x. Colin Mackenzie Mackey. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L -Tour 320 (321) : 10 Ind Cas GIG (Sind), Emperor v. Jhamandas. 

Note 8 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 All 39G (397), Emperor v. Mild Lai. 

(’401 AIR 1940 Oudh 15 (15) : 40 Cr. L. J. 903, Shcomangal Pandc v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Mad G75 (G7G) : 39 Cr. L. J. 894, In re Bavtasivamy Goundan. 
(’3G) AIR 193G Sind 3 (7) : 37 Cri L Jour 314 : 29 Sind L R 281, Francis Xavier 
Fernandez v. Emperor. (Pica that there is no medical evidence to prove offence 
is not point of law.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudli 9 (9) : 36 Cr. L. J. 175, Emperor v. Chhcdammi. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 432 (433) : 7 Bom L R 457, Emperor x. Sita. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 191 (192) : 3G All 4 : 15 Cr. L. J. G4, Sailani x. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 842 (844}:37 Bom 14G:17 1. C. 714, Emperor x.IntyaSalabat Khan. 
(’03) 2G Mad 139 (142) : 2 Weir 197, In rc Chcnnan Gotid. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 428 (429) : 31 Cr. L. J. 750, Mahcndra Math x. Emperor. 

(’291 AIR 1929 Sind 250 (251) : 30 Cr, L. J. 1121, TFn/iitf Bux x. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 9G3(9G9):57 All 412:30 Cr.L.J. 137 (FB), Empcrorx.Md. Mclidi. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 All 390 (398), Emperor v. Mild Lai. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 209 (209) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1000, Emperor x. Ycllapa Burgaji. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 All 751 (751) : 20 Cr. L. J. 1233, Gnlab Singh v. Emperor. 

3a. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 157 (159) : 26 S L R 407 : 34 Cr. L. J. 14, Mani Bam 

Manganmal v. Emperor. 

4. (’82) 4 Mad 227 (227, 228) : 2 Weir 584, Queen v. Cldnna Vcdagiri Chctty. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 443 (444, 445) : 15 Ind Cas 75 (All), Burga Batt v. Emperor.. 
(’06) 1900 All W N 306 (307): 4 Cr.L.J. 452, Emperor v. Mathura. (A committal 

without examining witnesses of the defence on the ground of an order of superior 
Court is illegal and will be quashed.) 

(’70) 1876 Rat 100 (101), Beg. v. Sita. 

4a. (’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 0 Cr, p. G (6), Empress x. Gyano. 
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confirmed the conviction under S. 143 hut set aside the acquittal 
under s. 373, it was held that the appellate Court had no jurisdiction to 
do so inasmuch as it was not a case of any alteration of conviction . 10 

Charge for substantive offence — Conviction by appellate Court 
for abetment — As has been seen before, a conviction for offence X can 
he altered to one for offence Y if, on the facts of tho case, the accused 
could have been convicted of offence Y without a charge by the lower 
Court under the provisions of ss. 237 and 28S. The abetment of an 
offence is not a minor offence and cannot come under S. 238. 11 But it 
may come under S. 237, if there is no element in it which is not 
included in the charge for the substantive offence. In such a case, 
the accused may be convicted in appeal for abetment of the offence. 12 
See also s. 23G Note s. 

32. Beduction of sentence, — Where the appellate Court rejects 
the appeal summarily under s. 421, it cannot reduce the sentence . 1 
Nor can it, while affirming the conviction, reverse the sentence abso- 
lutely inasmuch as every conviction must be followed by a sentence. 
If it thinks the sentence severe, it must pass at least a nominal 
sentence . 2 

An appellate Court has power to reduce the sentence , 3 but not to 
remit any sentence — a function which belongs to the Government.* 
Where A and B are co-accused and A alone appeals, the appellate 
Court can, in the ends of justice, reduce the sentence passed on b. b 

33. “Alter the nature of the sentence .... but not so as to 
enhance the same. — Under the Code of isgi, the appellate Court 
had no power to enhance the sentence passed by the lower Court. 1 

10. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal G5S (G5S) : 24 Cri L Jour 938, Prasanna Chandra v. 
TJpendra Nath. 

11. (’27) AIR 1327 All 35 (3G): 49 All 120 : 27 Cri L Jour 1118, Mahabir Prasad 
v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal G3 (64) : 28 Cri L Jour 2, Hulas Chand v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pesh G7 (68) : 36 Cir L Jour 1438, Suraj Bhan v. Emperor. 

See also S. 238 Note 2. 

12. (’26) AIR 1926 Rang 207 (207, 208): 27 Cri L Jour 1285, NgaPov. Emperor. 
(Charge under dacoity — Conviction under abetment of robbery is not improper.) 

(’27). AIR 1927 All 35 (36) : 49 All 120 : 27 Cri L Jour 1118, Mahabir Prasad y. 
Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 274 (276, 277) : 7 Luck 102 : 32 Cri L Jour 905, Zhuman v. 
Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 67 (68) : 36 Cr L J 1438, Suraj Bhan v. Emperor, 

Note 32 

1. (’86) 1886 Rat 304 (305), Queen-Empress v. Govinda Bao. 

2. (’91) 1891 Rat 545 (546), Queen-Empress v. Lahshmibai. 

3. ,(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 231 (232): 59 Mad 995 : 37 Cr. L. J. 1150, In re Abdul Gani. 
[Sec_(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (2), Achar Puhvaree v. Crown. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 16 (17), Queen v. Keeifa Singh. (Illegal sentence of ten 
years' transportation reduced to transportation for seven years.) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Bhamaur Doosadh. (Illegal sentence of 
fourteen years reduced to legal sentence of ten years.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 206 (207) (Lab), Inam Din v. Emperor. (Sentence of transpor- 
tation for life reduced to one for seven years.)] 

4. (’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 20 (21), Crown v. Loodun. 

5. (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 615 (615) : 34 Cri L Jour 458, Jalal-v. Emperor. 

Note 33 

1. (1865) 4 Suth TV R Cr 20 (20, 21), Queen v. Buloram Doss. 
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Section 423 Under the Code of 1872, S. 2S0, as amended by Act Si of 1874, the 

Note 33 appellate Court could enhance such sentence. 3 Under the Code of 1SS2 

and the present Code such power does not exist. 2a 

There is a great difference of opinion as to whether particular 
sentences passed by the appellate Court are enhancements of the 
sentences passed by the first Court. Thus, the following views have 
been expressed : 

(1) A sentence of fine and in default X months’ imprisonment is a lighter 
sentence than a sentence merely of x months’ imprisonment. 3 A 
contrary view has been held in the undermentioned cases, 4 namely 
that it is really an enhancement inasmuch as even if the X months’ 
imprisonment is fully served out, the fine nevertheless continues to 
be leviable in other ways from the accused. 

(2) A sentence of six months’ imprisonment and a fine of Es. 1000 and 
in default three months’ imprisonment, in substitution of a 
sentence of nine months’ imprisonment is not. an enhancement. 5 
The case will be different if the imprisonment in default added to 
the substantive sentence of imprisonment exceeds the original 
imprisonment awarded. 0 

(3) Where X is convicted of robbery, but the appellate Court rejects 
the evidence as to violence and finds X guilty only of theft, the 
maintaining of the same sentence as was awarded for robbery 

2. (’81) 1881 All W N 62 (62), Empress r. Batan Sahai. 

(’77) 1877 Rat 131 (131, 132), Queen-Empress v. Tharekhan. 

(’SO) 4 Bom 239 (240), Imperatrix v. Bavia Prema. 

(’75) 1875 Pun Re No. 8 Cr, p. 11 (11, 12), Shamru Lai v. Grown. 

(’76) 1 Mad 54 (54). 

2a. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 729 (730) : 37 Cr. L. J. 950, Abdul Bahman v. Emperor. 
(Appellate Court cannot pass sentence of fine for aggregate amount beyond the 
maximum allowed to the lower Court.) 

3. (’99) 23 Bom 439 (441), Queen-Empress v. Ghagan Jagannath. 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 36 (38) : 16 M L J 360 : 30 Mad 103 (PB), Bhakthavatsalu Naidu 
v. Emperor. (No enhancement of sentence when aggregate period of imprison- 
ment is less than period of original sentence although fine is imposed in addition.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 159 (160) : 12 Lah 449 : 32 Cr. L. J 1217, Mohammad Hxis- 
sain v. Emperor. (Do.) 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Lah 195(196):38 Cr.L.J.42S, Prabliu Dyalv. Emperor,] 

4. (’01) 23 All 497 (499) : 1901 A W N 176, King-Emperor v. Sagwa. 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 100 (101) : 3 Nag L R 90 ,-Shamlay v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 563(564): 3 Pat 638: 25 Cr.L.J. 1186,B7mZa Singh v. Emperor. 
[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 462 (463) : 38 Cr. L. J. 935, Shankar Singh v. 
Emperor. (Imposition of substantial fine in'place of sentence of imprisonment 
and maintaining same sentence of imprisonment in default of payment amounts 
to enhancement.)] 

5. (’98) 23 Bom 439 (441), Queen-Empress v. Ghagan Jagannath. 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 36 (38) : 30 Mad 103 : 16 M L J 360 (FB), Bhakthavatsalu Naidu 
v. Emperor. , 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 159 (160) : 12 Lah 449 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1217, Md. Ezissain v. 
Emperor. 

[But see (’01) 23 All 497 (499) : 1901 AWN 176, King-Emperor v. Sagiva. 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 100 (101) : 3 N L R 90, Shamlay v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 563 (564) : 3 Pat 638:25 Cr. L. J. 1186, BholaSinghv. Emperor .] 

6. (’98) 23 Bom 439 (441), Queen-Empress v. Chagan Jagannath. 

(’94) 17 All 67 (68, 69) : 1894 A W N 202, Queen-Empress v. Ishri. 

[See (’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 36 (38) : 30 Mad 103 : 16 M L J 360 (FB), Bhakthavatsalu 
Naidu v. Emperor. 

t : 31) AIR 1931 Lah 159 (160) : 12 Lah 449 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1217, Md. Hussain v. 
Emperor .] 
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would be an enhancement. Where X is convicted of theft in a 
‘building’ but the appellate Court finds him guilty of simple theft 
by putting a different construction upon the word ‘building,’ both 
the Courts are at one ns to the act committed and differ as to the 
application of the law. In the latter caso, the alteration of the 
conviction to one of theft and maintaining the sentence is not an 
enhancement of the sentence. In other words, the alteration of an 
offence to a less grave offence, but maintaining the sentonce, is 
not an enhancement when the act committed is held to be the 
same, but the alteration is due to a different interpretation of the 
law." 

U) Where the appellate Court passes a sentence which the lower Court 
has no powor to pass, there is an enhancement of ihe sentence . 8 

(o) Where the accused, convicted of two offences, is acquitted as 
regards one of such offences, the maintainance of the whole 
punishment, awarded for the two offences, amounts to an enhance- 
ment . 0 The reason alleged for this view is that when a single 
sentence is awarded for two offences, part of it must be deemed to 
be for one offence and part for the other, so that the maintaining 
of the whole sentence for one only of the offences is an enhance- 
ment . 10 A contrary view has been expressed in the cases below. 10a 


7. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 789 (789, 790) : 28 Cr. L. .T .824, Bangaswami\. Emperor. 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 All 130 (130) : 45 All 594 : 23 Cr. L. J. 312, Md. Yakub Aliv. 
Emperor. (Appellate Court's power to vary sentence is measured by trial Court’s 
power.) 

('ll) 12 Cr.L. J. 444 (445, 44C) : 7NagLR 109 : 11 1 C 7S8, Silaram v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 318 (318) : 31 Cr. L. J. 160, Yusaf v. Municipal Committee 
Miirrcc. (Alteration of sentence of fine into one of whipping which lower Court 
could not pass.) 

9. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 933 (933) : 35 Cr. L. J. 108, Kchr Singh v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 88 (89) : 30 Mad 48 : 1 M L T 403, Pramasiva Pillai v. Emperor. 

(In such cases, some reduction of sentence by the appellate Court must bo 
made unless the Court thinks that the sentence ought not to be reduced, in which 
case it should refer the matter to the High Court for enhancement of sontence.) 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 454 (455) : 11 Ind Cas 798 (Mad), In rc Praia Narasimham. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 622 (622) : 16 Cri L Jour 271, In rc Appanda Natha Nainar. 
(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 361 (362) : 3 M L T 312, In rc Somasundaram Pillai. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 4S3 (4S3) : 7 Ind Cas 415 (Mad), Emperor v. Varadhan. 

(’92) 1892 Rat 618 (618), Queen-Empress v. Natha. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 358(360) : 1916 Pun Bo No. 31 Cr : 18 Cri L Jour 372, Mangal 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 727 (727): 8 I. C. 880 (Mad), In re Kcsircddi Panasa Bamudu. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 375 (376): 49 All 484: 28 Cr.L.J. 495, P. M. Thor peg v. Emperor. 
(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 45 Cr, p. 110 (113), Azim Khan v. Empress. 

(’97) 24 Cal 316 (317), Ramzan Kunjra v. Bamkhclawan. 

(’ 2S) AIR 1928 Bom 346 (347) : 29 Cri L Jour 1082, Bamachandra v. Emperor. 
(’96) 22 Bom 760 (761), Queen-Empress v. Ilanma. 

(’05) 2 Weir 487 (487), In rc Bamanujam Pillai. 

[See (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 788 (788) : 16 Cri L Jour 446, In rc Choitano Banto. 
(When conviction on some charges is set aside, sentence must be feduced.) 

(’97) 24 Cal 317u (318n), Arpin Sheikh v. Arobdi Datia.] 

10. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 789 (789): 28 Cr. L. J. 824, Rangaswami Kanda Pillai 
v. Emperor. 

10a. (’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 75 (88) (Lah), Isliar Das v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 243 (244) : 5 I. C. 754 (Mad), In re Mari. (Not an enhancement 
when the true inference to be drawn from the sentence is that the Magistrate did 
not mean to pass a separate sentence for the offence of which the petitioner was 
acquitted in appeal.) 


Section 523 
Note 33 
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(6) Where a person is guilty of acts constituting a single offence, but, 

they are split up into two or more offences and the accused is 
sentenced separately or given one combined sentence for the two 
or more supposed offences, the appellate Court is competent to 
alter the conviction to the proper one for the single offence and 
maintain the aggregate of the two sentences or the whole of the 
combined sentence ; there is no enhancement in such a case. 11 

(7) Where a charge has several counts, the appellate Court setting 
aside the conviction on some of the counts, but maintaining the 
entire sentence, does not give any enhanced sentence. 12 

(s) A fine in lieu of simple imprisonment is not an enhancement. 13 

(9) Rigorous imprisonment in lieu of simple imprisonment for the 
same term is enhancement. 14 

(10) Solitary confinement, even if the imprisonment awarded is reduced, 

is enhancement. 15 

(11) A sentence of imprisonment in lieu of fine is an enhancement. 151 

(12) An increase of fine 10 or a sentence of whipping 17 in lieu of decrease 

in imprisonment is an enhancement. 

See also the undermentioned cases. 18 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 79 (80) : 31 Cri L Jour 173, Bcchu Singh v. Emperor. (It 
depends on (be circumstances of the particular case whether a retention of the 
sentence awarded by the trial Court constitutes an enhancement of sentence — It 
does not follow that if the conviction on one of several charges in a trial is set 
aside while one or more others are affirmed, there must necessarily be a reduc- 
tion of sentence.) 

11. (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 43 (45) : 3 Nag L R G7, Balbhadri Bani v. Tribhnlan Nath. 

12. (’2S) AIR 192S Mad G51 (G52):29 Cr.L.J. S47 , KaliappaGoundanw Emperor. 

13. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 444 (44G):11 1. C. 7S8: 7 Nng LR 109, Sita Bam v. Emperor. 

14. (’24) AIR 1924 All 130 (130) : 45 All 594 : 25 Cr.L.J. 312, Mohd. Tahiti Ali 
v. Emperor. 

15. (’90) 1890 All W N 170 (170), Empress v. Pcman. 

15a. (’93) 18 Bom 751 (751), Quccn-Emprcss v. Dansung Dada. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 423 (425), Kyaxo Icaing v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

(’90) 18 All 301 (302) : 1S9G A W N 58, Quccn-Emprcss v. Lalcshmi Kant. 

[See also (’83) 2 Weir 48G (48G), In rc Chadalavad Bamanappa. (Imprisonment 
in addition to fine.)] 

1G. (’97) 2 Weir 4S7 (487), In rc Appu. 

17. (’2Sj AIR 1928 Rang 2G5 (205): 30 Cri L Jour 32S, In rc Eyaing NgaHmxvc. 
(’97) 2 Weir 4S7 (487), In rc Appu. 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 81 (S2) : 41 Cri L Jour 455 : 1939 Rang L R 744, 
The King v. Kyaxo Aye. (Order of detention in Borstal School cannot be altered 
into sentence of whipping, as it would amount to enhancement of sentence.)) 
[But see (’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 4 (4), Jixuan v. Empress. (Rigorous im- 
prisonment for four years substituted by whipping in case of juvenile offender.)] 

18. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudli 233 (233): 39 Cr.L.J. 8S9, Shital Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Accused convicted of offence punishable with fine only but bound over under 
S. 5G2 — Imposition of fine in appeal — IT eld, imposition of fine, though in the 
circumstances of the case could hardly be called enhancement of sentence, it still 
entailed a greater burden on the accused.) 

(’3G) AIR 193G Rang 227 (228): 37 Cr.L.J. 790: 14 Rang 119, Emperor v. Ah H txvc. 
(Order for detention in Borstal School for nny period permitted by Act does not 
amount to enhancement of sentence.) 

(’87) 1887 All WN 100 (101), Empressw Mada. (The Deputy Magistrate sentenced 
the accused to 15 days’ rigorous imprisonment and a fine of Rupees 10, or, in 
default, to a further term of one week — The District Magistrate on appeal 
altered the sentence to a fine of Rs. 50 or, in default to one month’s rigorous 
imprisonment — Held, that the sentence was enhanced.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang G4 (G4, 65): 12 Rang G07: 36 Cr.L.J. 366, Emperor v. Bacho. 
(Substitution of legal sentence in lieu of illegal sentence of whipping is enhancing 
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The real solution of the conflict lies in recognising the fact that 
the question whether a sentence has been enhanced is a question of 
fact to be determined in each particular case with reference to the 
facts of that case. 19 The proper test is whether the accused considers 
the substituted sentence heavier than that awarded. 20 Thus, a 
substitution of three days’ rigorous imprisonment and Rs. 100 fine and 
in default one month’s rigorous imprisonment may not be an 
enhancement if the convict does not consider the fine of Bs. loo too 
heavy to pay. 21 

Where the accused were convicted by the Magistrate under Ss. 363 
and 49S, Penal Code, but were sentenced under S. 363 only and 
subsequently in appeal were found guilty under S. 49S only, it was held 
that the appellate Court could pass appropriate sentence under s. 49S 
provided such sentence did not exceed that passed by the trial Court. 22 

As a practical guide to the subordinate Courts in Burma, the High 
•Court of-Bangoon has laid down certain principles on which a whipping 
may be substituted for imprisonment. See the undermentioned cases. 23 
An additional order for security passed under s. 106, sub-s(8), is 

sentence — Proper course is to set aside illegal portion of sentence and refer case 
for revision by High Court.) 

(’71) 15 Suth W E Cr 7 (8, 9): 6 Beng L R App 95, Queen v. Banda AH. (Sub- 
stitution of legal sentence in lien of illegal sentence of whipping is enhancement 
of sentence.) 

(1900) 1900 Pun L R Cr No. 32(33): 1901 Pun Be No. 29 Cr, Hasana v. Empress. 
(Order for joint fine — Two persons who have been sentenced to a fine of Rs. 75 
each were jointly fined Rs. 150 — On appeal by appellate Court, held this 
amounted to an enhancement in each case.) 

39. (’01) 23 All 497 (499) : 1901 A W N 176, King. Emperor v. Sagwa. 

(1900) 27 Cal 175 (177), Raklcal Baja v. Ehirodc Pcrshad. (Alteration of n 
sentence of three months’ imprisonment to one month’s imprisonment with a 
fine of Rs. 20, or in default of payment to 15 days’ rigorous imprisonment does 
not amount to enhancement.) 

20. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 193 (194): 31 Cr. L. J. 203, Subba Goundan v. Emperor, 
(Alteration of sentence of three months’ rigorous imprisonment to one month 
and fine of Rs. 60, and in default two months’ imprisonment is not enhancement.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 1031 (1032) : 36 Cr. L. J. 335, Satyavan Acharya v. Emperor. 
(On appeal fine substituted in lieu of imprisonment — No general rule as to 
whether this amounts to enhancement of sentence.) 

(’14) AIR 19 14 Lah 539 (539) : 1915 PunReNo. 7 Cr : 16 Cr. L. J. 603, Eripa Ram 
v. Emporor. (Altering a sentence of three months’ imprisonment to one of one 
month’s imprisonment and a fine and in default one month’s further imprison- 
ment is not enhancement.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 543 (543) : 27 Cri L Jour 812, Eanshi Ram v. Emperor. 
(Where the accused is insolvent and unable to pay the fine, an alteration of a 
sentence of two months’ imprisonment and Bs.50 fineor in default one month’s 
- further imprisonment, to six week’s imprisonment and Rs. 200 fine, or in 
default for further imprisonment of six weeks is enhancement of sentence.) 

( See also (’16) AIR 1916 Lah 130 (130): 17 Cr.L.J. 212, Manchand v. Emperor. 
(If on appeal from a sentence of one week’s rigorous imprisonment (part of 
which had already been undergone) the sentence is altered into one of fine- of 
Rs. 50 or in defaultone week’s rigorous imprisonment, the sentence amounts to 
an enhancement.)] 

21. (’14)AIB 1914 All 530(531):36 A114S5:15Cr.L. J. 519, Emperor v. Mchar Chand. 

22. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 439 (440) , 39 Cri L Jour 684, Superintendent and Re- 
membrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Hossein Ali. 

23. (’29) AIR 1929 Rang 177 (179) : 7 Rang 319 : 30 Cr.L.J. 986 (FB), Emperor 
v. Chit Ron. (Substitution of30stripes for three months’ rigorous imprisonment 
is enhancement.) 


Section $23 
Note 33 
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Section $23 
Rotes 33-3$ 


not an enhancement of the sentence . 1 2 ' 1 4 As to whether an order for costs 
under S. 31 of the Court-fees Act is an enhancement of sentence, see 
S. 546A Note 3. 

The provision against enhancement of sentence in this clause 
applies only to a convicted person. It does not, therefore, preclude the 
award of rigorous instead of simple imprisonment to a person who has 
been bound over under chapter VIII but who has failed to give the 
required security . 25 

3$. “Appeal from any other order” — Clause (c). — Clause (c) 
applies to an appeal from “any other order,” i. e., any other order 
than an order of acquittal or of conviction . 1 Thus, appeals from orders 
under S. 514 U or S. 47G 2 or s. 135 s can be dealt with under this clause. 
In an appeal under sub-s.(3) of S. 250, the appellate Court can, under 
this clause, set aside the order for compensation though it cannot set- 
aside the acquittal . 1 

The only orders that can bo passed in appeals from orders not 
being acquittals or convictions are those specified in this clause, 
namely, alteration or reversal of the order of the lower Court, and 
those specified in clause (d), namely, amendment, or consequential or 
incidental orders . 5 Thus, in an appeal against an order under s. 118 , 
a further inquiry 0 or a re-trial 7 8 cannot he ordered. 

The word “alter” in clause (e), though literally may include 
an alteration increasing the severity of the penalty, cannot be so 
construed ; the whole tenor of the section shows that the Court has no 
power, by alteration, to increase the severity of the penalty imposed 
by the trial Court . 6 


(’32) AIR 1932 Rang 150 (151, 152) : 10 Rang 317 : 33 Cr. L. J. 758, Emperor v. 
Nga Aung Myat. (Period of imprisonment nlready undergone should be con- 
sidered by appellate Court in inflicting sentence of whipping.) 

24. (’18) AIR 1918 Nag 64 (G5) : 20 Cr. L. J. 7G0, Maharaj Singh v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 All 375 (37G) : 20 Cri L Jour 302, Zafar Hussain v. Emperor. 

25. (’30) AIR 193G Sind 1S8 (189) : 30 S L R 322 : 38 Cr. L. J. 168, Emperor x'. 
Hanji Cliabilo. 


Note 34 


1. (’9S) 21 Mad 124(12G):2 Weir 593 ( FB),Quccn-Emprcssx.SrinivasaluNaidu , 
la. (’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 131 (132):1905 PLR 99:1905 FunRcEo.lSCr, Mastav.Empcror. 
(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 31 (31):5 Sind L R 179: 13 1 C 223, Karam Bahadinx. Emperor. 

2. (’98) 21 Mad 124 (12G): 2 Weir 593 (FB), Qucen-Emprcssv.Srinivasalu Naidu. 

3. (’85) 1885 Pun Re No. 42 Cr, p. 89 (89), Ram Eala v. Ganga. (Case in revision 
— Revisional Court can under S. 439 exercise same powers as those of an appel- 
late Court under S. 423, cl. (c).) 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 120 (121): 58 Cal 143G: 33 Cr.L.J. 2G9, Surcndra Nath v. 
Basanta Chandra. 

5. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 202 (202): 34 Cr.L.J. 947, In re Narappa Reddy. (Appeal 
against order to give security — De novo trial cannot be ordered.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 28 (28): 30 Cri L Jour 491, Chandan v. Emperor. 

6. (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 243 (243): 33 Cal 8, Dayanath v. Emperor. 

[but see (’20) AIR 1920 Upp Bur 28 (29): 3 Upp Bur Rul 270: 22 Cri L Jour 309, 
Nga San Dun v. Emperor .] 

7. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 202 (202): 34 Cr.L.J. 947, In re Narappu Reddy. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 28 (28): 30 Cri L Jour 491, Chandan v. Emperor. 

[See however (’26) AIR 1926 All 403 (403,404):48 All 501:27 Cr.L.J. 945, Bhagiuat 
Singh v. Emperor. (Order for re-trial is incidental order.)] 

8. (’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 44 (45):24 Oudh Cas 286: 22 Cri L Jour 766, Ramcshwar 
Bahsh Singh v. Emperor. 
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35. Subsequent events — Power to take notice of. — An 
appellate Court has to look to the offence as charged, and the conviction 
should not be disturbed because it thinks that, owing to subsequent 
events, the parties may have committed another offence . 1 Thus, facts 
which happened subsequent to the conviction or verdict cannot he 
utilised for the purpose of altering the verdict or of reducing the 
sentence . 2 

But where, after the verdict of the jury, it was discovered that 
the foreman of the jury had taken bribe, the verdict was set aside . 3 

36. Power to direct sentences to run concurrently. — The 
High Court- can, under this section, and S. 5G1A of the Code, act 
under s. 397 and direct separate sentences in separate trials to run 
concurrently . 1 

37. Appellate Court cannot canvass previous conviotions. — 
An appellate Court cannot go into the legality of previous convictions 
or of orders passed against the accused . 1 

38. Appellate Court, when to report to the High Court. — 

Where the appellate Court comes to the conclusion that the sentences 
in respect of the convicted persons ought to be enhanced, and therefore 
wishes to report to the High Court, it should do so in separate pro- 
ceedings and not keep the appeal undisposed of till the report is made 
and orders passed thereon . 1 An appellate Court should not refer the 
matter of the appeal to the High Court; it should decide the appeal itself . 2 

39. “ Any amendment or any consequential or incidental 
order ” — Clause (d). — The appellate Court has, under clause (d), 
power to make any amendment, or any consequential or incidental 
orders that may be just and proper . 1 

[See however (’36) AIR 1930 Sind 18S (189): 30 SLR 322: 3B Cr.L.J. 1G8, Emperor 
v. Mann Chabilo. (Person ordered to give security under Clr. 8 failing to do so 
— Trial Magistrate ordering that be should be detained in simple imprisonment 
— High Court in revision can direct that the imprisonment should be rigorous.)] 

Note 35 

1. (’68) 9 Sutli IV R Cr 65 (65, 66), Ramjcc Doss v. Mccajan Sheikh. 

'2. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 92 (93) : 30 Cri L Jour 484, Inlaz Mandal v. Emperor. 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 639 (640) : GO Cal 751 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1072, Hafez Molla v. 
. Emperor. 

Note 36 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 529 (529) : 33 Cr. L. J. 77, Nagappa Yyanhappa v. Emperor . 

[See (’29) AIR 1929 A11585 (5S5) : 51 All 888 : 30 Cr. L. J. 904,' Sis Ram v. Emperor.} 
See also S. 397 Note 11. 

Note 37 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 295 (297) : 25 Cri L Jour 1303, On Pc v. Emperor. 

Note 38 

1. (’84) 1884 All W N 130 (130 ), Empress v. Durga Prasad. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 All 185 (186) : 16 Cri L Jour 433, Emperor v. Mohan Lai. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), Sreelcissan v. Jugal. 

(’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 24 (24), Queen v. Nussooruddecn. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 226 (226) : 7 Low Bur Rul 251 : 15 Cr. L. J. 667, Emperor 
v. Sulaiman. 

See also S. 438 Note 4. 

Note 39 

1. (’86) AIR 1936 Cal 529 (533, 534) : 37 Cri L Jour 1092 : 1 L R (1937) 1 Cal 169, 
Netai Chandra v Emperor. 


Section 52S 
Notes 35-39 



2314 APPELLATE COURT’S POWERS IN DISPOSING OP APPEAL [CH.31. 


Section 423 - ' Clause (d) deals with orders to bo passed after the appeal has 

Note 39 been heard and cannot apply to matters that may arise pending appeal, 

such as the release of the appellant on bail . 2 Nor can it apply to 
matters at the stage of admission of the appeal. Thus, an order cannot 
be passed under this clause excusing the delay in filing an. appeal after 
limitation, inasmuch as the application of this section is legitimate only 
after the preliminary stage indicated in Ss. 421 and 422 has been passed, 

1. e., after the appeal is validly admitted . 3 It has, however, been held 
in the case cited below 3a that an order dispensing with security by a 
person convicted under S. 107 of the Code can he passed pending 
appeal as an incidental order under clause (d). It is submitted that 
this is not correct. Clause (d) should be construed along with the first 
portion of the section which makes it clear that an order under 
clause (d) can be passed only after perusing the record, and hearing 
the appeal. 

Whether a particular order is “ consequential or incidental ” 
depends on the terms of the order under consideration in each parti- 
cular case and the circumstances in which it is made . 4 

In Mchi Singh v. Mangal Khandaf a Full Bench of the High 
Court of Calcutta observed as follows : 

“ ‘Consequential or incidental’ orders, within the purview of the provision, 
must fall under one or other of the two heads : 

First, there are orders which follow as a matter of course, being the necessary com- 
plements to the main order passed without which the latter would be incomplete 
or ineffective. Such are directions as to the refund of fines realized from ac- 
quitted appellants, or, on the reversal of acquittals, as to the restoration of com- 
pensation paid under section 250 ; and for them no separate authority is needed. 
Secondly, there are orders which, though ancillary in character, require more than 
the support of a criminal Court’s inherent jurisdiction, and could not be passed 
without express authority.” 

The principle in Mchi Singh’s case was followed by the Allahabad 
High Court in the undermentioned case . 0 The Rangoon High Court 7 
has, however, dissented from it. 

The following have all been held to be "consequential" or 
“incidental" orders within the meaning of clause (d) : 

(l) An order for costs under S. 148, sub-s. (3) is incidental to an order 
for possession under S. 145. 8 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 845 (845) : 3G Cri L Jour 177, Darsu v. Emperor. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 95 (96) : 24 Cri L Jour 89, In re Mittoor Moidecn. 

3a. (’32) AIR 1932 All G80 (G81):54 All 861:33 Cr.L.J.731 ,Katwaroo v. Emperor. 

4. (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 288 (290, 291) : 11 Rang 361 : 35 Cri L Jour 1 (FB), Ma 
My a Khin v. Manny Po Htwa. 

5. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 529 (531): 12 I. C. 297 : 39 Cal 157 (FB). 

6. (’22) AIR 1922 All 107 (109) : 44 All 401 : 23 Cr. L. J. 349, Dunn v. Emperor. 

7. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 278 (279) : 1940 RLE 502, King v. Mg Khin Maung. 
(S. 423 amplifies powers of appellate Court — But it does not empower it to pass 
any order which might have been made by lower Court — Order of acquittal by 
High Court in appeal or revision — Order for compensation under S. 250 is not 
consequential on or incidental to order of acquittal.) 

[< See also (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 288 (291) : 11 Rang 3G1 : 35 Cri L Jour 1 (FB), 
Mg Mya Khin v. Maung Po Utica. - ] 

8. (33) AIR 1933 Rang 288 (291) : 11 Rang 361 : 35 Cr.L.J. 1 (F B), Mg Mya Khin 
v. Maung Po Htwa. (Such order may be passed by High Court in revision of 
order passed by Magistrate under S. 145.) 
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(2) An order under S. 517 for restoration of property to the person 
entitled may be passed as a consequential or incidental order. 0 

(3) An order under s. 520 : see Notes to S. 520. 

(4) Where a member of a Bench of Magistrates has not signed the 
judgment, the appellate Court can, as an incidental order, send 
the case hack to him for such signature. 10 

'(5) An order under s. 81 of the Court-fees Act (now s. 546A, Criminal 
Procedure Code) can be passed as an incidental order. 11 
•(c) An order under s. 471 of the Code is incidental to an order of 
acquittal on the ground of insanity. 12 
■(7) An order sending a case back for re-hearing can be passed under 
this clause. 13 

•(s) An order directing refund of compensation on the setting aside of 
an order for compensation is a consequential or incidental order 
within clause (d). 11 

Before the present Code, there was no provision corresponding to 
•clause (d) of this section and it was held on the language of s. 250, 
that it was the Magistrate by whom the case was heard that could 
pass an order under that section and not an appellate Court. 15 The 
introduction of clause (d) would appear to make a difference. It has, 
however, been held that an order under s. 250 is not ‘consequential’ or 
incidental’ to an order of discharge or acquittal and cannot be passed 
•by the appellate Court under this clause. 10 See also s. 250 Note G. 

See also S. 148 Note G. 

5. (’28) AIR 1928 Lali 567 (5G7, 5G8, 571) : 10 Lah 187 : 29 Cr.L. J. 810, Thiraj 
v. Emperor. 

i(’0G) 4 Cr. L. J. 370 (371) : 3 A L J 770 : 1906 A W N 25G, Emperor v. Gopi Nath. 
(Order as to property -which it did not previously includo.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal G58 (GG0) : 15 Cr.L.J. 184, Hagu Biswas v. Manmatlia Nath, 
See also S. 520 Note 5. 

10. (’19) AIR 1919 All 308 (308) : 41 All 217 : 20 Cr.L.J. 214, Gopal DasY. Emperor. 

11. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 136 (137) : 47 Mad 914 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1213, Tliimmiah v. 
Emperor, 

12. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 54 (55) : 23 Cr. L. J. 71, A. B. Maham'mad v. Emperor. 
•{’16) AIR 1915 Low Bur 34 (35) : 8 Low Bur Rul 290 : 1G Cr. L. J. 670, Emperor 

v. Nga E Maxing. 

13. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 50(51) :15 Cr.L.J. 409, Public Prosecutor v. Raver Unilhiri. 

14. (’03) 25 All 315 (316) : 1903 AWN 57, In the matter of Safdar Hussain. 

15. (’75) 8 Mad H C R vii (vii) : 2 Weir 314. 

16. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 529 (531, 532) : 39 Cal 157 : 12 I. C. 297 (FB), Mchi Singh 
y. Mangal Khanda. (Overruling 11 Cri L Jour 46.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Rang 278(279) : 1940 R L R 502, King v. Mg. Khin Maung. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 321 (322) : 41 Cr. L. J. 53 : I L R (1940) Kar 119, Emperor 
y. Muhammad Alan. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 427 (427) : 7 Lah 152 : 27 Cri L Jour 570, Notified Area, 
Eharar v. Karta Ram. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 224 (224) : 46 Ail 80 : 25 Cri L Jour 967, Ghedi v. Ram Lai. 
(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 441 (442) : 28 All 625 : 3 A L J 382 : 1906 A W N 145, Emperor 
v. Chittan. 

(’01) 3 Bom L R 841 (842), Hari Chand v. Fakir Sadruddin. (No reference to 
clause (d) was made.) 

[See also (’33) 1933 Rang 288 (290) : 11 Rang 361 : 35 Cri L Jour 1 (FB), Ma 
My a Khin y. Maung Po Hhua. (Quaere.)] 
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The following orders have been held not to be within clause (d): 

(1) Order as to costs of the appeal itself 17 or of the adjournment of 
the appeal. 18 

(2) Order setting aside an order under s.31 of the Court-fees Act 10, 
(now S. 546A, Criminal Procedure Code.) 

(3) Order reviewing the order of tlie predecessor. 20 

U) Order staying criminal proceedings pending decision of civil 
Court. 21 But where an order under s.476, sub-s. (i), is set aside, 
proceedings under s.476, sub-s. (2), which had been begun may be- 
stayed under clause (d). 22 

As to whether the appellate Court can expunge the remarks- 
occurring in the lower Court’s judgment, see S. 561A Note 7. 

40. Yerdiet of jury — Sub-section (2). — Section 41S provides 
that an appeal in jury cases is limited to questions of law. 1 This 
sub-section provides that an appellate Court cannot alter or reverse the 
verdict of a jury unless such verdict is erroneous owing to a misdirec- 
tion by the Judge or to a misunderstanding by the jury of the law as 
laid down by him. Ia This sub-section should not, however, be construed 
as controlling S. 418 and as laying down that no question of law can be 
taken in appeal unless there is a misdirection by the Judge or a- 
misunderstanding by the jury of the law as laid down by him. Where 
the trial is illegal in fact, it may be set aside for that reason only and 

17. (’33) AIR 1933 All 2G4 (269) : 55 All 301 : 34 Cri L Jour 414 (F B), Kapoor 
Chand v. Suraj Prasad. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 438 (440) : 48 Mad 262 :2GCr.L. J. 707 (FB), Vecrapa Naidu 
v. Avudayavnnal. (It does not necessarily follow from an order passed in revision.) 
[But sec (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 128 (128) : 15 Cri L Jour 522, Emperor v. Ganpat 
Sitaram . ] 

18. (’02) 1902 All W N 59 (59, GO), King-Emperor v. Ghhabraj Singh. 

19. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J.83 (83,84) : 31 Mad 547, Emperor v. MaddipatlaSubbarayudu, 

20. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 309 (311) : 53 Bom 578 : 31 Cr. L. J. 309, Emperor v. 
Lakshman Bam Shot. 

21. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 411 (413, 414) : 33 Cr. L. J. 147, Jagannath Achraya v. 
Bajagopalacliari. 

22. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 492 (492) ; G Low Bur Rul 49 : 15 I. C. 492, Nga San Tin 
v. Emperor. 

Note 40 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 309 (310) : 13 Pat 529 : 35 Cr.L. J. 1104, Nanliak Ahir v. 
Emperor. 

See also S. 418 Note 2. 

la. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (58) : 39 Cri L Jour 161": ILR.(1938) 1 Cal 290, Golokc 
Behary v. Emperor. (Misdirection — What amounts to — Fnilure to marshall 
evidence relating to each element of charge.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (463) : 39 Cri L Jour 674, Ebadi Khan v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 516 (519) : 37 Cri L Jour 909 : 59 Mad 904, Batnasabapatld 
Goundan v. Public Prosecutor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 105 (111) : 61 Cal 6 : 35 Cri L Jour 554, Khoda Buz Ilaji v. 
Emperor. (Arguments on behalf of the convicted person must be limited to the- 
matters referred to in sub s. (2) of S. 423.) 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (460) : 41 Cri L Jour 176 : ILR (1939) Bom 648, 
Emperor v. Jhina Soma. (No Court will interfere with the verdict of a jury, 
even if it may think itself differently of the evidence, or because it thinks that- 
another jury may have come to a different conclusion — To lightly interfere with 
the verdict of a jury with which the Sessions Judge has agreed would be to- 
reduee trial by jury to a farce.)] 
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Section 215 
Note 8 


required by s. 213 and without allowing the production of evidence 
with reference to the altered or added charge. 5 

(3) Where the commitment is made in the absence of the accused , 0 or 
without giving him a reasonable opportunity of showing cause 
against the committal , 7 or of cross-examining the prosecution 
witnesses , 9 or without examining the witnesses tendered by the 
accused . 811 

(d) Where the commitment is made on evidence legally inadmissible 9 
such as evidence taken even prior to the apprehension of the 
accused . 10 

(o) Where the commitment is made to a Court of Session or High 
Court which has no authority to try the case . 11 


5. (’24) AIR 1924 All 665 (665, 666) : 25 Cr. L. J. 798, Mohan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’74) 22 Sutli W R Or 14 (16) : 14 Beng L R 54, Queen v. ML Itioarya, 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 148 (148, 149) : 22 Cr. L. J. 496, Damarclia v. Emperor. (The 
accused was seriously prejudiced by such alteration of the charge.) 

[See also (’72) 17 Sutli W R Cr 44 (44), Queen v. Moolctarav t.] 

G. (’01) 5 Cal W N 110 (113), In the matter of Suriya Narain Singh. 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 22 Cr, p. 47 (49), Empress v. Haibat. (Not even the Ses- 
sions Judge can order committal of accused not present before the Magistrate at 
the original enquiry.) 

7. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 605 (605) : 21 1. C. 477 (Lah), Anohha Singh v. Emperor. (Com- 
mitment without notice to the accused quashed.) 

■(’01) 28 Cal 434 (437, 438) : 5 C W N 609, Betty v. King-Emperor. 

■8. (’93) 21 Cal 642 (663), Empress v. Sagal Samba. (The prejudice to the accused 

was aggravated as the Sessions Judge allowed such evidence in the sessions trial.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 411 (412) : 38 All 29 : 16 Cr. L. J. 801, Bustom v. Emperor. 
(Conviction was illegal as absconding of the accused was not proved.) 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 21 (22) : 4 Beng L R App 69, Queen v. Hari Doss. 

‘(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 243 (246): 6 Pat 329 : 2S Cr.L.J. 709, Sasdat Mian v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 754 (755, 756): 57 Cal 945 : 32 Cr.L.J. 182, Nandoram Gocnha 
v. Fzilchand Jagpuria. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. '877 (S83, 8S7, S8S) : 17 1. C. S13 : 6 L B R 129 (F B), Emperor v. 
Glianning Arnold. 

8a. (’98) 20 All 264 (265) : 1S9S All W N 52, Queen-Empress v. Ahmadi. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 357 (358) : 20 All 177, Emperor v. Muhammad Hadi. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 452 (452, 453) : 1906 All W N 306, Emperor v. Mathura. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 502 (502, 503) : 33 Cri L Jour 765, Lahshminarayana v. 
Suryanarayana. 

"9. (’40) AIR 1940 All 396 (397), Emperor v. Mihi Lai. (Commitment made on 
no legal evidence— High Court can act under S. 215.) 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 56 (56), In re Hunger Bliooyan. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 691 (692) : 36 Cri L Jour 319, K. Belli Goiodcr v. Emperor. 
(Separate trials and convictions of two persons — Order for commitment of both 
to sessions for joint trial for conspiracy — Commitment on evidence taken in 
former trials.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 250 (251, 252) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1121, Wahid Bux v. Emperor. 

10 . (’04) 2 Weir 259 (260), In re Chinnappan. 

11. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 54 (55) : 4 I. C. 812 (All), Emperor v. J agmolian. (Where 
the oSence consists in the giving of false information to the police and the case 
does not go further than a police enquiry, the offence falls within the first para- 
graph of S. 211 and not the second paragraph of S. 211 — Committal is therefore 
bad in law.) 

(’97) 19 All 465 (465, 466) : 1897 All W N 115, Queen-Empress v. Schade. (Case 
under S. 9, Opium Act of 1878— Magistrate taking cognizance of the case could 
not commit it to Sessions Court.) 

[See (’69-70) 5 Mad HCR 277 (279), Beg. v. Donoglme. (Case under the old Code 
— In this case a European British subject was tried in the sessions division of 
the original side of High Court.)] 
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no question of misdirection by the Judge or misunderstanding by the 
jury of the law arises at all. lb 

Section 537 provides that no finding, sentence or order of a Court 
of competent jurisdiction shall be reversed or altered on account of any 
error, omission or irregularity in any proceeding, or on account of any 
misdirection in any charge to the jury unless such error, etc., has 
occasioned a failure of justice. Where there is an error of law or a 
misdirection by the Judge or a misunderstanding by the jury of the 
law as laid down by him and there has been a consequent erroneous 
verdict and failure of justice, the appellate Court is entitled to inter- 
fere with the verdict . 2 Where there is no misdirection and the verdict 

lb. (’27) AIR 1927 Cnl 949(950, 951):2SCr.L.J.449, Kazan AH v. Emperor. (Only two 
persons charged for conspiracy between themselves and convicted — One of them 
subsequently acquitted — The conviction of the other also should be set aside.) 
(’2G) AIR I92G Lnli 193 (191) : 27 Cri L .Tour 793, Fitemauricc v. Emperor. 

Sec also the following cases : 

{’27) 28 Cri L Jour 108 (110) : 99 Ind Cas 230 (Cal), Basanta Kumar Gossain v. 

Emperor. (No misdirection but verdict on mere speculation set aside.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 311 (312) : 55 Bom 135 : 32 Cr. L J. 1077, Emperor v. Issuf 
Mohammad. (Improper letting of evidence — Effect on jury — Verdict may be 
set aside.) 

{’23) AIR 1923 Pat 142 (142) : 23 Cri L Jour 111, Maddodar Bam v. Emperor. 
(Where during the trial before a jury, the Public Prosecutor had read an alleged 
confession of the accused which not having been recorded according to law was 
ruled out as inadmissible, held that the irregularity of allowing it to bo read 
might have influenced the minds of the jury, however carefully the Judge may 
have endeavoured to remove any impression caused thereby and that the accused 
was entitled to a re-trial.) 

(’G7) 7 Suth W R Cr G (G), Queen v. Cliaiid Bagdee. (A conviction on no evidence 
is wrong in point of law.) 

{’71) 1G Suth W R Cr 19 {10, 20), Queen v. Button Bass. (Do.) 

(18G4) 1 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Gopaul Bhrrecicala. (In a case tried by n 
jury every petition of appeal should state distinctly in what respect the law lias 
been contravened.) 

2. Sec the following cases : 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pnt 440 (442) : 38 Cri L Jour 919 : 1G Pat 413, Bamcslrxar Singh 
v. Emperor. 

{'08) 18 Mad L Jour 541 (511):8 CriLJour 397 :4 M L T 194, In re Gangi Reddy 
Buchanna. (Charge to jury — Omission to refer to plea of accused or to evidence 
bearing thereon is misdirection.) 

{'34) AIR 1934 Pat 309 (310):13 Pat 529:35 Cr.L.J. 1104, NanhakAhirw Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cr L Jour 308{309):llnd Cas 547 (Mad), Knppan v. Emperor. (Failure of 
Judge to instruct jury that confession of accused is no evidence against co-accused 
is misdirection.) 

(’27) 28 Cri L Jour 19 (22):99 Ind Cas 51 (Cal), Mamat Ali v. Emperor. (Omission 
• to place before jury ovidence favourable to accused is error of law.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 40G (406):21 Cr.L.J. 829, Edon Karihar v. Emperor. (Summing 
up charge to jury confusing — Retrial ordered.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 257 (257,258):22 Cr.L.J. 475 ,Tcnaram v. Emperor. (Omission 
to tell jury that adverse inference might bo drawn from failure to oxamino 
material witnesses and omission to draw attention to discrepancies in ovidence of 
principal witnesses are misdirections.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 980(982, 986);21 Cr.L.J. 802, Suryakanta v. Emperor. (Failure 
to direct jury to particular aspect of case or telling jury that statement of one 
accused should be taken for what it is worth against co-accused — Misdirection.) 
(’66) G Suth W R Cr 17 (17), Queen v. Klmtub Sheikh. (Omission to point out to 
jury danger of relying upon uncorroborated testimony of accomplices.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 271 (272) : 14 I.C. G55 (Mnd), Venkattan v. Emperor. (Failure 
to bring to notico of jury fact of great importance elicited in cross-examination.) 
(’G8) 10 Suth W R Cr 7 (9), Queen v. Ramgopal. (Charge not bearing oharacter of 
Bumming up of evidence.) 
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Section $23 
Note 50 


(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 26 (27), Queen v. Sheik Tufani. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 19 (25, 26), Queen v. Nausab Jan. (Omission to advise jury 
not to convict upon uncorroborated testimony of approver.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 698 (699) : 22 Cri L Jour 60, Asimuddin v. Emperor. (Judge 
not telling jury that there was no evidence against accused.) 

(’74) II Bom H C R Cr 166 (169, 170), Beg. v. Sakharam Mukundji. (Refusal to 
admit proper evidence, and subsequently withdrawing from the jury evidence 
once legally admitted.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 683 (683, 684) : 8 Ind Cas 573 (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. 
Papakha. (Telling jury to leave out of consideration evidence of witness and 
retracted confession of accused.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 334 (334) : 5 Ind Cas 935 (Mad), In re Shivappa Higada. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 222 (222) : 6 Ind Cas 14 (Mad), In rc Surelli. (Failure to 
explain law to jury and omission to explain definition of robbery.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 187 (188) : 4 Ind Cas 1103 (Mad). In re Hanjunatli. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 623 (623) : 21 I. C. 671 (Mad), In re Subbu Thevan. (Judge 
explaining away fact without leaving it to jury to decide.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 851 (854) : 39 Mad 449 : 16 Cr.L.J. 294, Annava Muihiriyam 
v. Emperor. (Failure to warn jury against considering inadmissible evidence 
though consented to by the accused.) 

(’03) 1 Weir 446 (447), In rc Mookkandi Maniagaran. 

(’03) 26 Mad 467 (468) : 2 Weir 517, Guzzala Hanuman v. Emperor. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 502 (503): 1M L T 350, Para Thandan v. Emperor. (Omission 
to direct jury to give benefit of doubt was under the circumstances of the case, 
held to be misdirection.) 

(’81) 10 Cal L R 4 (6), Jugut Mohini Dassee v. Madhu Sudlian Duit. 

(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 6 (S) : 35 Cal 531 : 7 C. L. J. 599 : 12 C W N 774, Nalabar 
Ghosc v. Emperor. (Material ingredient of offence not stated to jury.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 64 (65) : 23 Cr. L. J. 344, Ainnuddi Chowkidar v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 78 (80) : 30 Mad 44, Mari Valayan v. Emperor. (Omission to 
lay down law by which jury are to be guided.) 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 358 (358) : 18 M L J 250, In rc Acchalha Beori. (Telling jury 
that confessions to police if followed by production of stolen property are admis- 
sible is misdirection.) 

(’OS) 7 Cr.L.J. 325 (327): 31 Mad 127: 18M LJ 66, In rc Sankappa Bai. (Direct- 
ing jury that statement of witness before investigating Magistrate is strong 
evidence against accused.) 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (318) : 19 Cr. L. J. SI, Asraf Ali v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1107 (1109) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1402, Jahur Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 728 (730): 27 Cr. L. J. 398 ; Hari Gharan v. Emperor. (Omis- 
sion to warn jury not to take into accouut conviction of co-accused vitiates verdict.)' 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 235 (23S) : 53 Cal 181 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1577, Abdicl'x. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 226 (227) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1021, Gadadhar Sarkar v. Emperor. 
(Charge to jury should not tend to make the jury forget distinction between 
knowledge and mere suspicion on accused's part regarding offence.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 697 (698) : 22 Cr. L. J. 606, Abdul Bahim Mir v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 549 (550): 15 Cr. L. J. 147, Of cl Mollah v. Emperor. (Judge’s 
opinion expressed in dogmatic and unqualified terms held to be misdirection.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 90 (91) : 21 Cr. L. J. 183, Emperor v. Abdul Sheikh. 

(’27) 28 Cri L Jour 108 (110) : 99 Ind Gas 236 (Cal), Basant Kumar Gossain v. 
Emperor. (Acquittal ordered when the evidence cannot, in any proper view of 
the case, support a conviction.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 711 (713, 714) : 2 Cal W N 369, Taju Pramanik v. Queen-Empress.. 

(’98) 25 Cal 561 (563, 564), Biru Mandal v. Queen-Empress. (Omission to explain- 
law to jury.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 416 (418,419) : 2 Cal W N 347 ,NabiBaksh v. Queen-Empress. 

(’98) 25 Cal 230 (231, 233), Ali Fakir v. Queen-Empress. 

(’96) 23 Cal 252 (253), Queen-Empress v. Imam Ali Khan. (Non-direction amount- 
ing to misdirection.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 311 (313) : 1 C L J 385, Panchu Mandal v. Emperor. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 576 (581), Sadhu Sheikh v. Empress. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 196 (200), Bahmat Ali v. Empress. (Omission to point out cir- 
cumstances favourable to accused.) 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 193 (196), Sri Prasad Misser v. Empress. (Omission to explain 
law to jury.) 



PH.31.] APPELLATE COURT’S POWERS IN DISPOSING OF APPEAL 2819 


is a reasonable and honest one, the appellate Court cannot interfere . 3 
Nor can it interfere, even if there is a misdirection, unless it has 


(’97) 1 Cal W N 301 (302, 303), Tom ji Paramanil: v. Empress. (Failure to 
put before jury all elements which constitute oflence.) 

(’99) 2G Cal 49 (50), Basanta Kumar v. Queen-Empress. 

(’OS) 7 Cri L Jour 315 (317) : 7 C L J 210, Kali Singh v. Emperor. (It is mis- 
direction for Judge to say that he secs no reason to disbelieve n particular wit- 
ness.) 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 424 (420) : 34 Cal t&25,Da$arath Mondal v. Emperor. 

(’00) 3 Cri L Jour 144 (147, 148) : 10 C W N 153, Sourcndra Nath v. Emperor . 
(Omission to warn jury that statement of one accused is not to be used against 
co-accused.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 401 (105) : 32 Mad 4G : 1 Ind Cas 6G7, In rc Giddigadu. 

(’03) 2G Mad 3S (40) : 2 Weir 733, Thandraya Mud alp v. Emperor. (Failure 
to tell jury that confession caused by promise is irrelevant.) 

(’98) 21 Mad 83 (90, 91) : 2 Weir 503, Queen-Empress v. Daman. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 557 (53S) : 8 Ind Cas 52 (Cal), As far Sheikh v. Emperor. (Ashing 
jury to necept statement in the first information in preference to evidence in 
the case.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 538 (539) : 7 Ind Cas 915 (Cnl), Ilarcndra Pal x. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 9 (10) : 4 Ind Cns 543 (Cal), Emperor v. Nahul Kahiraj. (Failure 
to place evidence fairly before jury.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 370 (378) : 5S Cal 9G : 32 Cr. L. J. 10, Government of Bengal 
v. Santiram Mondal. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 72G (727) : 57 Cnl G19 : 31 Cri L Jour 909, Khiro Mondal v. 
Emperor. (Direction to jury to consider question of voluntary nature of confes- 
sion is misdirection.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cnl 27G (278) : 57 Cal 12GG : 31 Cr. L. J. 1207, Panchanan Gogai 
v. Emperor. (Omission to tell jury to reject evidence of hostile witness altogether.) 
•2G) AIR 192G Cnl 581 (583): 27 Cr.L.J.125, Superintendent and Remembrancer 
of Legal Affairs, Bengal x.Sadcr Sail:. (Witnesses for prosecution not present — 
Court holding that there is no evidence and directing to return verdict of not 
guilty — It is misdirection.) 

’30) AIR 1930 Cnl 70S (709) : 53 Cal 580 : 32 Cri L Jour 228, Naivab AH v. 
Emperor. (Non-direction amounting to mis-direction.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 509 (511) : 34 Cri L Jour 811, C hilt pa Banjan v. Emperor. 
(Caution against approver's testimony being not sufficient in absence of indepen. 
dent corroboratory evidence not given— Conviction set aside.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal G17 (G17) : 33 Cri L Jour 40, Bhutnath Mondal v. Emperor . 
(Wrong explanation ns to presumption under S. 114, Evidence Act.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 28 (31) : 33 Cri L Jour 275, Emperor v. Zamin. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 351 (359) : 10 Luck 119 : 35 Cri L Jour 10GG, Lai Bcliari 
Singh v. Emperor. (Point of law ns to necessity of charge for conviction not 
brought to notico of jury.) 

(’23) AIR 1925 Pat 797 (805, 80G) : 4 Pat C2C : 27 Cri L Jour 49, Bupan Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’80) G Cal 247 (249) : 7 C L R 74, Gogun Chundcr Ghosc v. Empress. (Judgment 
in civil suit out of which criminal prosecution arose referred to by Judge in his 
charge to jury.) 

(’26) AIR 192G Mad 370 (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 17G, In re Ambalam. (Where the 
defence case was not adequately put before the jury and cvidenco was admitted 
which should have been excluded.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 170 (171) : 30 Cri L Jour 912, Dwarhadas v. Emperor. (Non- 
direction amounting to misdirection.) 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 All 108 (109) : 27 Cri L Jour 1355, Jia Lai v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 193 (195) : 10 Ind Cas G84 (Cal), Bashidaczaman v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cr.L. J. 5G7 (5G7) : 32 Mad 179 : 2 I C 307, Public Prosecutor v. Bonigiri 
Potiigadu. 

(’98) 2 Cal W N 702 (709, 718), Queen-Empress v. Bhairab Chundcr. (High Court 
cannot go into the merits of the verdict in such a case.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 230 (230) : 25 Cr.L. J.2G9, MulimayandiThcvan x. Emperor. 
(Where misdirection to the jury is not proved the verdict of the jury will he upheld 
in appeal.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 549 (549) : 28 Cri L Jour 937, Babban v. Emperor , 
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Section $23 resulted in the verdict being erroneous 4, and has further occasioned 
Note$0 a failure of justice. 5 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 1032 (1033) : 36 CriL Jour 322, Banshi Dar v. Emperor. (The 
High Court cannot go into questions of fact in such cases.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 370 (375) : 7 Pat 15 : 28 Cr.L. J. 692, Ram Chariter Singh v. 
Emperor. (Where the High Court is of opinion that the accused should have 
been acquitted and that the verdict is against the weight of the evidence, the 
Court may direct a copy of the judgment to be sent to the Local Government for 
necessary action.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 712 (713) : 32 Cr. L. J. 236, Hafczali Haidar v. Emperor. (It 
is for appellant to show affirmatively that there has been misdirection.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 437 (439) : 32 Cr. L. J. 455, Moliiuddin v. Emperor. 

(’93) 1893 Rat 644 (652), Qnecn-Emprcss v. Yesn. (Non-direction is not misdirec- 
tion — Verdict will not be interfered with unless non-direction amounts to mis- 
direction.) 

<’20) AIR 1920 Cal 271 (271) : 46 Cal 635 : 21 Cr. L., J. 8, Mohini Mohan v. Em- 
peror. (Verdict on circumstantial evidence alone — No interference.) 

[See (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 3 (4), Queen v. Nara in Bagdce.'] 

[Sec also (1S65) 2 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), Queen v. Gopaul Das. (Pleas that the pro- 
secutor is at feud with the prisoner and that the prisoner’s confession was given 
at the instance of the police are not grounds of appeal.)) 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah S7 (88) : 41 Cri L Jour 482, A. M. Mathews v. Emperor. 
(‘Erroneous’ explained.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 474 (478) : 59 Cal 1361 : 33 Cri L Jour 854, Saroj Kumar v. 
Emperor. 

•(’29) AIR 1929 All 364 (364) : 30 Cr. L. J. 622, Abdul Majid Khan v. Emperor. 
(Court of revision also cannot do so.) 

(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 35 (36) : 10 Bom L R 565, In re Shambhulal Ficandas. 

•(’35) AIR 1935 All 103 (105) : 36 Cri L Jour 612, Aziz Khan v. Emperor. 

(’03) 27 Bom 62G (632) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Waman Sliivram. 

(’89) 1SS9 Rat 452 (454), Queen Empress v. Lalsing. 

.(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (315) : 8 Pat 344 : 30 Cr. L. J. 721, Ram Das v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 11 (12) : 2 Ind Gas 434 (Mad), Toolipalti Rama Goun- 
dan v. Emperor .] 

[See also (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 847 (849) : 62 Cal 337 : 36 Cri L Jour 358, Ilu v. 
Emperor. (In an appeal from a trial by a jury, on a question as to misdirection 
as to evidence, the High Court has to see whether, on a proper direction and 
having all the circumstances before them, the jury, as reasonable men, would 
have found that the charge was proved.)] 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah S7 (89) : 41 Cri L Jour 482, A. M. Mathews v. Emperor. 
•(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 263 (271, 274) : 15 Pat 817 : 38 Cri L Jour 673, Samarendra 

Kumar v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 46 (47) : 37 Cri L Jour 320, Hari Mahto v. Emperor. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 93 (93) : 4 M L T 4S3, In re Kaiyan. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 207 (20S), Emperor v. Apunna Dcvappa. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (431) : 27 Cr. L. J. 785, Dhiraji v. Akasi. (Misdirection 
must have affected jury’s verdict.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 680 (GS2):54 Cal 539:28 Cr.L. J. 689, Ayub Mandalr. Emperor. 
(’33) 1933 Mad W N 320 (323), Arumugha Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 498 (499) : 4 Ind Cas 120 (Cal), Kesliab Pal v. Emperor. (No 
failure of justice — No interference.) 

(’24) 25 Cr L.J. 294 (295):76 I.C. 966 (967) (Cal) (FB), Emperor r.Charu Chundcr. 
(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 23 (24), Queen v. Sheppard. (No interference unless Judge 
has manifestly put the evidence before jury in such a way as is likely to mislead 
them.) 

•(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 71 (72) : lOBeng L R App 36, Queen v. Raj Kumar Bose. 
(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 311 (311, 312) : 1 Ind Cas 546 (Mad), Sinna Thevan v. Emperor. 

(Misdirection not prejudicial to accused but favourable to them — No interference.) 
• (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (87, 93) : Beng LRSupVol459(FB), In re ElaheeBuksh. 
(Improper advice given by a judge to the jury upon a question of fact, or the 
omission of the judge to give that advice which he, in the exercise of a sound 
judicial discretion ought to give the jury upon questions of fact, amounts to such 
an error in law in summing up as to justify the High Court, on appeal or revision, 
in setting aside a verdict of guilty.) 
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The admission of inadmissible evidence and the rejection of 
admissible evidence during the trial are questions of law. Where the 
Judge in his charge to the jury puts inadmissible evidence before the 
jury or fails to warn them against considering such evidence, there will 
be a misdirection which will, subject to the provisions of S. 537, form a 
ground of interference in appeal . 0 Where inadmissible evidence has 
been admitted during the trial, but there has been no misdirection, it 
will nevertheless be an error of law and will, subject to the provisions 
of s. 537, be a ground of appeal . 03 

Where a verdict is set aside on the ground of misdirection or error 
of law, the appellate Court should ordinarily direct a re-trial 7 though 
where the Court is satisfied that the evidence is wholly insufficient 
to support the conviction , 8 or where the accused has been sufficiently 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 309 (310) : 13 Pat 529 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1104, Nanhah AMr v. 
Emperor. {Proper direction to jury — Jury acting on evidence of approver — High 
Court cannot interfere ) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 326 (330, 333) : 29 Cr.L. J. 325, ML Champa Pasin v. Emperor. 
(The considerations governing the appeal from the trial held with the aid of 
assessors differ greatly from those governing an appeal from the trial by a jury — 
In the latter case the appeal is restricted by the provisions of Ss. 423 (2) and 537, 
whereas in the former case the whole case is before the appellate Court.) 

{’35) AIR 1935 All 103 (105) : 36 Cr. L. J. 612, Aziz Khan v. Emperor. 

{See also (’14) AIR 1914 P C 155 (164) : 15 Cri L Jour 326 (PC), Ibrahim v. 
Emperor. (Objectionable evidence not affecting verdict of jury — No miscarriage 
of justice.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 147 (148) : 27 Cr. L. J. 277, Keramat Mandal v. Emperor. 
(Contravention of law by the Judge on an unimportant matter and having a 
remote bearing on the question in issue does not justify reversal of verdict 
of jury.)] 

•See also S. 297 Note 13. 

■6. See (’89) 12 Mad 196 (197) : 2 Weir 519, Queen-Empress v. Arumugha. (A 
Sessions Judge should caution the jury not to accept an approver’s evidence un- 
less it is corroborated. It is a misdirection not to do so.) 

•(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 65 (66): 32 Cri L Jour 421, Obedali Sheikh v. Emperor. (In- 
admissible evidence referred to in charge.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 736 (742) : 2 C W N 484, Abbas Peada v. Queen-Empress. 

(’03) 27 Bom 626 (632) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Waman Shivram.) 

'6a. {See (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 238 (240) : 27 Cri L Jour 481, Kuthubuddm Khan 
v. Emperor. (Misreception of evidence held on facts not to occasion failure of 
justice.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 311 (313) : 55 Bom 435: 32 Cri L Jour 1077, Issuf Moham- 
mad v. Emperor. (Misreception of evidence which might have influenced the 
jury — Verdict set aside.)] 

7. (’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (431, 432) : 27 Cr. L. J. 785, Dhiraji v. Akasi. (It is 
only under special circumstances that Court should order acquittal.) 

{See also (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 115 (116)': 46 Cal 212)i : 20 Cri L Jour 225, Beni 
Madhub Kundu v. Emperor. ' (On appeal to the High Court the verdict of the 
jury was set aside with the remark that it would be open to the Crown to pro- 
ceed further with the case if it be so advised and that the accused be enlarged 
on bail till a fresh trial, if any. Held , the order of the High Court was an 
order for re-trial subject to the right of the Crown, if it thought fit, to with- 
draw the proceeding.)] 

'8. (’71) 15 Suth WRCr37(39,40): 6 Ben L R App 108, Queen v. Mahima Chandra. 
(’02) 29 Cal 782 (791) : 6 C W N 553, Jamiruddi Masalli v. Emperor. 

•(’99) 2 Weir 386 (388), Kizhakedath TJnniram v. Queen. (Evidence worthless— 
. No re-trial was ordered.) 

. (’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (431, 432) : 27 Cr. L. J. 785, Dhiraji v. Akasi. 

(’98) 25 Cal 711 (714, 716) : 2 C W N 369, Taju Parammanick v. Queen-Empress. 
(Nowhere does the law lay down that where the verdict of the jury is set aside, 
the Court must necessarily direct a new trial.) 


Section $23 
Note 30 


2Cr.l4G. 
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Section 423 harassed by repeated trials, 9 it may discharge or acquit the accused. 

Note 40 But can the Court go into the evidence and decide upon the facts 

whether, upon the merits, the decision is right and, if so, confirm the 
conviction notwithstanding a misdirection or an error of -law ? 

In Wafadar Khan v. Queen Empress,™ it was held by the High 
Court of Calcutta that it was not open to the appellate Court to do so; 
the word “erroneous” according to that decision is not to be read as 
meaning “wrong on facts,” but as meaning that the verdict had been 
vitiated and rendered bad or defective by reason of a misdirection or a 
misunderstanding of the law. The appellate Court cannot determine 
for itself whether the verdict, as a conclusion of fact, is right or 
wrong, as, to hold otherwise would be to substitute the decision of the 
Court for the verdict of the jury. In Bomcsh Chandra v. Emperor} 1 
where inadmissible evidence had been received but there was no 
misdirection, it was held that the misrecepbion of evidence was likely to 
have adversely affected the appellant, that the verdict must be set aside 
on the ground of an error of law, and that a re-trial only should be 
ordered. Referring to S. 167 of the Evidence Act, which runs as follows : 

“The improper admission or rejection of evidence shall not be ground of 
itself for a new trial or reversal of any decision in any case, if it shall appear 
to the Court before which such objection is raised, that, independently of the 
evidence objected to and admitted, there was sufficient evidence to justify the 
decision, or that, if the rejected evidence had been received, it ought not to have 
varied the decision,” 

it was observed that the section merely says that the improper 
admission of evidence is not a “ground of itself” for interference, that 
the fact that the trial is by a jury is another factor to be taken into- 
account, that the appellate Court cannot say on the principle of 
Wafadar Khan's case that there is other evidence which would 
justify the decision, and cannot confirm the decision unless it is 
satisfied that the verdict of the jury would have been the same if no 
evidence had been wrongly received. The High Court of Allahabad 

(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 53 (54, 55) : 26 Gr. L. J. 1090, Bam Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’2S) AIR 192S Pat 326 (335) : 29 Cri L Jour 325, Mt. Champa v. Emperor. 
(Whole case for prosecution found to be false — Retrial not ordered.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudb 23 (25):33 Cr. L J. 167 : 7 Luck 390, Site Bam v. Emperor. 
(’66) 5 Sutb W E Cr 80 (89) : Beng L R Sup Vol 459 (F B), In re Elalice Bulcsh. 
[See also (’89) 1889 Rat 466 (466), Queen-Empress v. Bama.~\ 

9. (’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (431, 432) : 27 Cr. L. J. 785, Dhiraji v. Ahasi. 

[Sec also (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 311 (313) : 55 Bom 435 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1077, Issuf 
Muhammad v. Emperor. (Accused young and been in prison for four months 
— Re-trial not ordered.)] 

10. (’94) 21 Cal 955 (976, 977). 

[See also (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 161 (163, 164) : 26 Cr. L. J. 307, Uarcndra Nathv. 
Emperor. (Two points to be considered: — (a) whether jury were influenced and 
(b) whether independent of that evidence there is other evidence to justify 
verdict.) 

(’75) 24 Sutb W R Cr 18 (20), Queen v. Luclchy Narain. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 576 (581, 582), Sadlm Sheikh v. Empress. (Qutere.] 

[See however (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 199 (200) : 31 Cr. L. J. 737, Emperor v. Lina- 
handhu. (Appellate Court, where sentence of death is passed against accused, 
can deal with the case as a whole and consider whether verdict has been rightly- 
arrived at.)] 

11. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 514 (518): 46 Cal 895 : 20 Cr. L. J. 324. (21 Cal 955; 4 Cal- 
W N 576, followed.) 
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has, in Ikramuddin v. Emperor 11 * followed the view of the Calcntta 
High Court as expressed in IV a f ad ar Khan’s case, and has held that 
an appellate Court has no power to look at the evidence and find the 
accused guilty of any offence with which he was not charged in the 
trial Court and which was not laid before the jury. The High Court 
of Bombay has, on the other hand, held that, where a verdict of the 
jury is vitiated by a misdirection or a misreception of evidence, the 
appellate Court has power to convict or acquit the accused as the 
evidence, according to its own view , is or is not sufficient for conviction 
or, where the facts have to be determined and the evidence is of such 
a character as to render it difficult to pronounce any opinion on its 
character without hearing the witnesses, to order a new trial . 12 A 
similar view has been taken by the High Courts of Madras 13 and 
Lahore 133 and the Judicial Commissioner’s Courts of Nagpur 1 ' 3 and 
Sind . 15 The Calcutta High Court also held a similar view 7 in the 
undermentioned decisions . 10 

There is no specific provision in the Code that repugnancy in the 
verdict of the jury is, as in English law, by itself, a sufficient ground 
for quashing a conviction. The powers under S.423 have, however, 
been held to he large enough to invoke the application of the English 
law rule inasmuch as it is a rule of practice based upon natural and 
substantial justice . 17 

Where a Sessions Judge, undor the erroneous impression that he 

1 la. (’17) AIR 1917 All 173 (173, 176) : 39 All 318 : IS Cri L Jour 491. 

12. (’33) AIR 1933 Bom 1-33 (150) : 35 Cr. L. J, 747, Ramchandra v. Emperor, 
(’03) 27 Bom 626 (636) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Woman Sliivram. 

(’69) 6 Bom H C R Cr 47 (50 51), Beg v. Ramaswami Mudaliar. (Case under the 
Code of 1861 — If the appellate Court thinks that it is material and has prejudiced 
the accused, it may treat the case as if it had been tried with the aid of assessors 
and after excluding such evidence if it considers that the remaining evidence is 
sufficient to sustain the verdict it may uphold the conviction.) 

(’73) 10 Bom HCECr 497 (501, 502), Reg. v. Amirta Govinda. 

(’95) 19 Bom 749 (763), Queen-Empress v. Ramchandra. 

[See also (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 201 (209), : 19 Cri L Jour 886, Ram Bhagwan v. 
Emperor. (Admission of evidence which should have been rejected — High Court 
can consider whether rest of evidence is sufficient to sustain verdict.)] 

See also S. 297 Note 13. 

13. (’03) 26 Mad 1 (8) : 2 Weir 521, Emperor v. Edward William Smilhcr. 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 793 (794): 37 Cr.L.J.64 (SB), M. Ramanuja Ayyangar 

v. Emperor. (S, 167, Evidence Act, not inapplicable to jury trials.)] 

[See however (’95) 2 Weir 493 (493), In re Muppidi Erishnamurthi. (If it were 
clear that any offence committed by the prisoner were triable by assessors we 
could have dealt with the matter ourselves.)] 

13a. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah S7 (89) : 41 Cr. L. J. 482, A. AT. Mathews v. Emperor. 

14. (’26) AIR 1926 Nag 53 (54) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1090, Ram Prasad v. Emperor. (No 
restriction on the powers of the appellate Court to deal with the case of which it 
has complete seisin in any of the manners provided by S. 423 of the Code.) 

15. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (211, 212) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Sheiuaram Jahanand v. Emperor. (When ordering re-trial what is better course 
stated.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 116 (123) : '25 Cri L Jour 761, Topandas v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 104 (107) : 21 S L R 356 : 28 Cr.L.J. 66. Emperor v. Saran. 

16. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 474 (478) : 33 Cr. L. J. 854 : 59 Cal 1361, Saroj Kumar 
v. Emperor. 

,(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 199 (200) : 31 Cri L Jour 737, Emperor v. Dindbandhu. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 370 (378) : 32 Cr. L. J. 10 : 58 Cal 96, Government of Bengal 
v. Santiram Mondal. 

17. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 501 (506, 507):26 Cr.L.J. 662, 1.G. Singlet onx. Emperor. 


Section 523 
Note 50 
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Section 523 was bound to accept the verdict of the jury, did so and convicted and 

Note 50 sentenced the accused, the High Court on appeal by the accused set 

aside the conviction and sentence alone (without touching the verdict 
of the jury) so that tho Judge might again have an opportunity of 
considering if he should accept the verdict or express disagreement 
with it and refer the case to the High Court. It was pointed out that 
setting aside the conviction and sentence without affecting the verdict 
of the jury was not prohibited under sub-section (2). 18 


Section 525 


424 .* The rules contained in Chapter xxvi 
judgments of subordi- as to the judgment of a Criminal 
nate Appellate Courts. Court of original jurisdiction shall 

apply, so far as may he practicable, to the judgment of 
any Appellate Court other than a High Court : 

Provided that, unless the Appellate Court other- 
wise directs, the accused shall not be brought up, or 
required to attend, to hear judgment delivered. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. Contents of judgment — 

General. Sec S. 3C7 Note 4. 

4. Points for determination. 

See See S. 307 Note 5. 

5. Reasons for decision. See 

S. 367 Note 7. 


6. Remarks in judgment. See 
S. 307 Note 8. 

7. What the appellate judgment 

should contain. 

8. Who can pronounce judgment. 

9. “Other than a High Court.” 

10. Effect of non-observance of the 

provisions of this section. See 
S. 537 Note 12. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Applicability to appeals from orders 
under Ss. 110, 250, 470 and 123 (3). 
Seo Note 2. 

Benefit of doubt to accused. See Note 7. 

Comparison with O.20,R.2. See Note 8. 

Consideration of defence evidence 
though not referred to by vakil. See 
Note 7. 

Consideration of improper evidence — 
Irregular. Seo Note 7. 

Death of High Court Judge without 
signing. See Note 9. 

Dictation of judgments. See Note 8. 

Inapplicable to summary rejection under 
S. 421. See Note 2. 

Inconsistent findings. See Note 7. 

Independent judgment with its explicit 
opinion. See Note 7. 

Judgment on merits even in case of 
default of appearance. See Note 7. 


Judgment — To bo definite. See Note 0. 

Judgment to be self-contained and to 
give full analysis of evidence. See 
Notes 2 and 7. 

Judgment to be temperate and sober and 
not satirical. See Note 7. 

Judgment written after transfer and 
pronounced by successor — Illegal. See 
Note 8. 

No discussion of evidence or statement 
of reasons — Mere assurance of careful 
consideration — Not sufficient. See 
Notes 2 and 7. 

Points for determination, decisions and 
reasons. See Notes 7 and 10. 

Separate discussion and finding ns to 
each accused. See Note 7. 

“So far as practicable.” See Note 7. 

What are not proper judgments. Seo 
Note 7. 


* 1882 : S. 424; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


18. ('37) AIR 1937 All 195 (196) : 38 Cr.L.J. 465 : I L R (1937) All 419, Manjia 
v. Emperor. 
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1. Legislative changes, — This section was first introduced in 
the Code of 1882; there has been no amendment to it since. 

Even before the enactment of this section, the High Courts had 
insisted on the appellate Courts writing a proper reasoned judgment, 
when an appeal was dismissed. 1 

2. Scope and object of the section. — The object of the section 
is twofold, firstly, to produce uniformity in procedure and to ensure 
that judgments of subordinate criminal Courts are written in such a 
way as to promote public confidence in their decisions and to safeguard 
them against the possible suggestion that cases are disposed of without 
proper consideration 1 and secondly to enable the High Court in revision 
to grasp the nature of the case without reference to the records. 2 The 
High Court in criminal revision as a rule depends mainly upon the 
findings arrived at by the lower appellate Courts on questions of 
evidence. It is, therefore, the duty of such Courts to see that their 
judgments are self-contained and give a full analysis of the evidence. 3 

Where an appellate Court merely says that it has very carefully 
gone through the records of the case and dismisses the appeal without a 
discussion of the evidence or without giving reasons, the assurance of the 
appellate Court can hardly be considered as a substitute for the judicial 
determination of the questions of evidence involved in the case. Such 
a judgment is not likely to inspire confidence in the trial of appeals in 
Courts below. 4 

This section applies only when an appeal is admitted and heard 
under s. 423 but not where it is summarily rejected under S. 421 of the 
Code. 5 See also S. 421, Note 7. 

The provisions of this section have been hold to apply to appeals 
Section 424 — Note 1 

1. (’69) 5 Mad H 0 R App xii (sii). (The High Court cannot revise the proceedings 
ol appellate Court unless reasons are set out.) 

(’76) 1876 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, p. 9 (10), U tarn v. Crown. (This case was dissented 
from in 1881 Pun Be No. 31.) 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Eul 516 (517), Kyawzan v. Queen-Empress. 

{See (’71) 8 Bom FI C R Cr 101 (102), Reg. v. Moroba Bhasharji.] 

Note 2 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 559 (560) : S Nng L R 84 : 15 I. C. 975, Jairam v. Emperor. 
(’97) 19 All 506 (507) : 1897 AWN 142 (F B), Empress v. Pandch Bhat. 

2. (’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 49 (50), Samuant v. Empress. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 336 (337) : 18Cr.L. J. 750 (751), TalcbarChowdhryv. Emperor. 
(A judgment even if it be under S. 421 should conform with rules in Ch. XXVI.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 88 (89) : 27 Cri L Jour 1404, Maroti v. Mt. Rasa Bai. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 1051 (1051, 1052) : 32 Cr. L. J. 271 , Ahmad Ali v. Emperor. 
[See (’40) AIR 1940 All 80 (81) : 41 Cr. L. J. 249, Ram Singh v. Emperor. (Failure 

to write a proper judgment would be to encourage convicted persons to waste 
their money and time of the High Court in making applications in revision.)] 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 1051 (1052) : 32 Cri L Jour 271, Ahmad Ali v. Emperor. 

5. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 270 (271), Taring Bo v. Crown. 

(’93 1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 606 (607), Nga Po Kin v. Queen-Empress. 

(’99) 1 Bom L R 225 (225), Queen-Empress v. Gopala. 

(’95) 20 Bom 540 (541), Empress v. Warubai. 

(’94) 21 Cal 92 (96), Rash Behari Das v. Balgopal Singh. 

[But see (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 336 (337) : 18 Cr. L. J. 750 (751), Tclebar Chowdhry 
v. Emperor .] 


Section 425 
Notes 1-2 



2326 


JUDGMENTS OF APPELLATE COURTS 


[CH.31*. 


Section $24 
Notes 2-7 


against orders passed under S. 110, c S. 250 7 and S. 47G. 8 

3. Contents of judgment — General. — See Section 307 Note 4. 

4. Points for determination. — See Section 307 Note 5. 

5. Reasons for decision. — See Section 307 Note 7. 

6. Remarks in judgment. — Sse Section 367 Note 8. 

7. What the appellate judgment should contain. — The 
appellate judgment should comply so far as may be practicable with 
the provisions of S.3G7. 1 Thus, the appellate judgment should contain i 
among other things, the point or points for determination, the decision 
thereon and the reasons for the decision. 2 There is a difference of 
opinion on the question whether, when the appellate Court agrees 
with the judgment of the lower Court and dismisses an appeal, it is 
sufficient merely to state in the appellate judgment: “I have consi- 
dered the evidence, and 1 agree with the Magistrate in his conclusions 
and in his reasons;” one set of cases holding that it is sufficient, 3 
another set of cases holding that it is not sufficient' 1 and a third set 
of cases holding that it may he sufficient in a simple case but not in 
a complicated caso/’ 


6. (’22) 23 Cri L Jour 378 (378) : G7 Ind Cas 202 (202) (All), Suneliri v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 410 (420) : 40 Cal 370 : 20 Ind Cas 403, Fidoi Hosscn v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 191G All 197 (197) : 17 Cri L Jour 309 : 38 All 393 (391), Lai Bcliari v. 

Emperor. 

7. ('22) AIR 1922 Pat 157 (158) : 23 Cri L Jour 201, Deo Karain Mahto v. 
CJiliaioo Rant. 

8. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 281 (281) : 54 Cal 355, Hamid Ali v. Madhu Sudhan Das. 
(Per Chotzncr, J.) 

Note 7 

1. (’40) AIR 1910 Sind 113 (114) : 41 Cri L Jour 724, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Pcsh 88 (89) : 39 Cri L Jour 337, Abdul Wahid v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 2GG (2GG) : 25 Cri L Jour 901, Gaharali v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lali 335 (335) : 21 Cri L Jour 223, Bindraban v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 34S (349) : 37 Cal 191 : 5 1.C. 999, Rum Lai Singh v. Haricharan . 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 All 18 (19) : I L R (1939) All 805 : 41 Cri L Jour 220, Bansidliar 
v. Emperor. 

(’40) AIR 1940 Sind 113 (114) : 41 Cri L Jour 724, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 

(’3S) AIR 193S Cal 522 (523) : 39 Cri L Jour 791, Kalicharan v. Priva Nath. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pcsh SS (89) : 39 Cri L Jour 337, Abdul Wahid v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 193G Nag 100 (1G0) : I L R (1937) Nng 38 : 39 Cri L Jour 349, Bapurao 
Annaji v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 328 (328) : 35 Cri L Jour 130, Jodhi Ujjar Gond v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 34S (349) : 37 Cal 194 : 5 I. C. 999, Bam Lai Singh v. Hari 
Charan Ahir. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 570 (570) : 1 Upp Bur Rul 109 : 21 1. C. 170, Nga Po Ilan v. 
Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 157 (158):23 Cr.L.J. 2G1, DcoNarain Mahloy.ChhatooRaut. 
(’04) 9 Cal W N xxiii (xxiii), Ehlitar Khan v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lali 102 (102) : 2 Lah 308:23 Cr.L. J. 9, Dalip Singh v. Emperor. 
(An appellate judgment which the High Court is unable to follow, without the 
help of original judgment is not according to law.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 170 (171) : 32 Cal 178, Ekcowri Milker jee v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’92) 1892 All \Y N GO (00), In the matter of the petition of Zafarvab AH. 
(Judgment passed in revision.)] 

3. (’97) 19 All 506 (509) : 1897 A W N 142 (FB), Quccn-Empressv. Pandch Bhat. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Bom 512 (512) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1153, Palilbuva Raoji Bala v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 231 (232) : 30 Cri L Jour 1070, Laklian Singh v. Emperor. 
18G4) 18G4 Sutli W R Gap Cr G (8), Queen v. Hvrihur Churn Singh. 

4. See the cases cited in foot notes (9) to (17a). 

f’2G) AIR 192G All 318 (318, 319) : 27 Cri L Jour 449, Shankar v. Emperor. 
’31) AIR 1931 Pat 379 (381): 11 Pat 143:32 Cr.L.J. 1197, AgorcDut ta v. Emperor. 
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(c) Where the commitment is made by a Magistrate who i? disqualified 
under S. 55G. 12 Imt not when he has merely taken part in the 
identification parade. 13 

(7) Where the commitment is made by a Magbirato who has no 
jurisdiction to do so. 11 

(si Where the commitment is made on no legal ground. Thus, a 
commitment on the ground that it is done on the request of the 
accused or that the ease had created a sensation or that the amount 
involved is large, 15 or that the District -bulge or District Magistrate 
lias directed a committal, 10 or that it is in accordance with a 
Government resolution. 1, 

<9) Where the commitment is made on the ground that the accused 
had been committed in some other connected case, without the 
Magistrate being of opinion that he cannot himself award adequate 
punishment. 18 (On this point see also section pit Note •}.) 

(10) Where two sets of accused are committed on the ground that one 
or the other of them is guilty of the offence. 1 *' 

(11) Where, in cases requiring previous sanction or complaint, the 
commitment is made on an enquiry held without such sanction 
or complaint, 20 or on an enquiry held prior to the grant of the 


12. (’0:5-01) 2 Low Ilur Hu! 209(2115, King-Emperor v. Mn-nig Lnt. (Superin- 
tendent of Police who had personal interest in the investigation committed in 
his capacitv a- a Di-trict Magistrate.) 

13. (’02) All! 1902 Lah 190 (19S) : 10 Lali 101 : 00 Cr. L. ,T. 183, Bhola Ravi v. 
Evi] cror. 

(’27) A lit 1927 On.lh 009 (077, 073) : 2 Luck 001 : 29 Cr. L. ,T. 129, Ram Prasad 
v. Evil eror. 

See abo S. 056, Note 7. 

14. (’1-1) All! 191 1 Low Bur 9(9) : 35 Cr. L. .T. 270, Em prior v. Nga Tliaung Thu. 
(Ah-eisc 1 of territorial jurisdiction isu question of law but fniluro of justice must 
he involved.) 

15. (’20) AIK 1920 Bom 251 (252, 250) : 27 Cr. L. .1. 479, Emperor v. Achaldas. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Bom 00 (01) : 42 Bom 172: 19 Cr. L..T. 042, Emperor v. Bhimaji. 
10. (’82) 1882 All W N 105(105), Empressw Muhammad Bahsli. (Sessions Court.) 
(’92) 15 Mad 39 (40) : 2 Weir 542, Empress v. Munisami. (District Magistrate.) 

17. (’17) AIR 1917 Bom 30 (34) : 42 Bom 172 : 19 Cr. L. ,1. 342, Emperor v. 
Bhimaji Vcnhaji. 

18. (’18) AIR 1918 Nag 141 (142) : 20 Cr. L. .T. 97, Emperor v. Uamiman. 

19. (’07) 17 Mnd L dour 40 (40) (N It C). 

20. (’17) AIR 1917 Lah 338 (341) : 18 Cr. L. .1. 51S (551) : 1917 Pun Re No. 19 
Cr, Emperor v. Gurciitia. 

(’09) 0 Bom H C It Cr 54(55), Beg. v. Muhammad Khan. (Where false evidence 
was given before a Magistrate who himself committed the accused for trial by the 
Sessions Court, held that no formal sanction was necessary as it could be implied 

in such cases Moreover, the objection ns to want of snnetion was taken only in 

appeal in this case.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 110 (111) : 07 All 280 : 1C Cr.L.J. 310, ZahirSinghr. Emperor. 
(’17) Alit 1917 Bom 33 (33) : 42 Bom 172 : 19 Cr. L. ,T. 342, Emperor v. Bhimaji. 
(’72-70) 18 Suth W R Cr 32 (33), In re Dinonalli Burooa. 

(’87) 10 Mad 154 (158) : 2 Weir 120, InrcV ciikatachala Pillai. (Sub-Registrars’ 
sanction was found necessary for prosecuting for forgery of a will which was 
registered under S. 41 of the Registration Act.) 

(’01) 24 Mnd 121 (123) : 2 Weir 170, Queen-Empress v. Mnnda Shctli. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 273 (274, 275) : 12 Pat 353 : 34 Cr. L. ,T. 93S, Hari Charan 
Misra v. Emperor. 

[See however (’31) 1931 Mad W N 301 (363), Bahlhavatsahi Naidu v. Emperor. 
(By the amended S. 227 (a) of the Local Boards Act which came into force in 
August 1930, the previous sanction of the Local Government is necessary for 
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The true test, would, however, appear to be really to see whether 
the judgment indicates that the appellate Court has really and not 
nominally considered the case and arrived at an independent judg- 
ment? It is not necessary for the appellate Court to write a long and 
elaborate judgment" or repeat in extenso all that has been stated by 
the trial Court . 8 The judgment should, however, be independent and 
self-contained so that the High Court in revision may be able to 
follow it without reference to the trial Court’s judgment . 0 


6. (’23) AIR 1923 Rang 183 (188) : 1 Rang 301 : 24 Cr.L.J. 920, Tiling x. Emperor. 
(It should not be n more supplement to the trial Court’s judgment.) 

(MO) AIR 1940 All 18 (19) : I L R (1939) All 8G5 : 41 Cr.L.J. 220, Bansidhar v. 
Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 193S Cal 522 (522, 523) : 39 Cr. L. J. 791, KaliCharan v. Priya Kath. 
(Appellate Court should not merely consider whether there are reasons for differ- 
ing from trial Court’s judgment.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lull 102 (103) : 2 Lnh 30S:23 Cr.L.J. 9, Dally Singh v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 52S (529) : 2 Ind Cas 225 (All), Shi am Lai v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal GG8 (GG9):20 Cri L Jour 238, Kafiluddin Sarkar v. Emperor. 
•(’28) AIR 1928 Lull 8G3 (8G3) : 29 Cri L Jour 705, Qadir Bahhsh v. Emperor. 
(*1G) AIR 1910 All ISO (181) : 17 Cri L Jour 1G7, Sartcan v. Emperor. 

(’1G) AIR 1910 All 48 (49) : 17 Cri L Jour 4G1, Gayani v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 331 (331, 332) : 5 I. C. 92S (Mad), In rc Scpcrumal Udciyan. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 88 (89) : 27 Cr. L. J, 1404, J faroti v. Mt. Kara Bai. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 121 (122) : 21 Cr. L. J. CIS, Narain Prosad Bose v. Emperor. 
(’97) 1 Cal W N 1G9 (170), Kasimuadi v. Quccn-Emjrress. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Rc No. 31 Cr, p. 50 (50), Hakim Siitgh v. Empress. 

(’31) 1931 Mad IV N 119 (120), Manila Reddi v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’22) 23 Cr. L. J. 378 (378):G7 Ind Cas 202 (202) (All), Sunehri v. Emperor. 
(Perfunctory judgment had.)] 

[Sec also (’21) AIR 1921 Oudb 102 (102) : 24 Ou<l It Cas 230, Madad AH v. 
Emperor. (No proper consideration of case against one accused.) 

(’05) 10 Cal \Y N sxxix (xxsix), Bhagabat Singh v. Emperor. 

(’07) G Cr. L. J. 137 (137) (Lah), Mohammad Shah v. Emperor. (Whore tho 
appellate judgment does not show that it 1ms examined the evidence, it becomes 
necessary to examine the enso in detail in revision.)] 

7. (’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 88 (89) : 39 Cri L Jour 337, Abdul Wahid v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 8G3 (8G3) : 29 Cri L Jour 705, Qadir Baksh v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 102 (102, 103) : 2 Lah 308 : 23 Cr.L.J.9, Dalip Singh v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 528 (029) : 2 Ind Cas 225 (Ali), Sltiam Lai v. Emperor. (The 

question is not about the length of the judgment but nbout tho matter it contains.) 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 170 (171) : 32 Cal 178, Ekcowri Mvkcrjcc v. Emperor. 

(18G4) 18G4 Suth W R Gap Cr G (S), Queen v. Ilurihur Churcn Singh. (Appellate 
Court confirming the decision of lower Court need not enter into prolix detail.) 

8. (’31) 1931 Mad W N 119 (119, 120), Manika Reddi v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 285 (280) : 20 Cal W N 129G (1300): 18 Cr. L. J. 294, Arindra 
Rajbanshi v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal GG3(GG9):20 Cr.L.J. 238(239), Kiifiltiddin Sarkar v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 191G All 48 (49) : 17 Cri L Jour 4G1 (4G1), Gayani v. Emperor. 

9. (’40) AIR 1940 All 18 (19) : ILR (1939) All 8G5 : 41 Cri L Jour 220, Bansidhar 
v. Emperor. (It is not enough for the appellate Court to say that nil points arising 
in case have been considered by Court below and have been correctly decided.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 522 (522) : 39 Cri L Jour 791, Kali Charan v. Priya Nath. 
-(’87) AIR 1937 Pesh 88 (89) : 39 Cri L Jour 337, Abdul Wahid v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 20 (27) : 30 Sind L R 382 : 38 Cri L Jour 3G3, Ghous Bux v. 
Emperor. (Appelintc judgment should not bo supplementary to tho judgment of 
trial Court.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 31G (321, 322) : G2 C«! 749 : 3G Cr L J 982, Abdul Rahman v. 
Emperor. (If appellate Court can gather from judgment of lower appellate Court 
what its decision is that is sufilcien f ' 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah GGO (GG1) : 25 Cri L Jour 113, Solhu v. Krishna Ram. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 102 (I03):2 Lah 308:23 Cr.L.J. 9, Dalip Singh v. Emperor. 

’23) AIR 1923 Lah 344 (344) : 25 Cri L Jour 246, Rahm Ali v. Crown. 

’08) 35 Cal 138 (140) : 12 Cal W N 134 : G Cr.L.J. 427, Jamait Malliclc v. Emperor. 
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It was held in the following cases that there was no proper 
judgment where it simply stated : 

1. “I have heard the appellant’s pleader, and have also gone through 

the evidence and road the judgment of the lower Court. • I do 
not see any reason to alter the finding of the lower Court.” 10 

2. “I see no reason to doubt the guilt of the accused. The appeal 

is rejected.” 11 

3. “i can see no reason to suspect the evidence as regards the finding 

of the property.” 12 

4. “Read proceedings. I see no reason for interfering with the 

decision or sentence. Appeal dismissed.” 13 

5. “After hearing the arguments of the pleaders for the appellants 

and examining the record, I am of opinion that the lower Court 
had ample ground for convicting the accused of rioting. I do 
not consider the sentence too severe.” 14 
G. “I am satisfied that the judgment of the trial Court is 
substantially right.” 15 

7. “I see no reason to distrust the finding of the lower Court. Tho 

sentence passed, however, appears harsh. I reduce the term of 
imprisonment to fifteen days.” 10 

8. “I agree with the lower Court that the opposite side is in 

cultivating possession of the same.” 17 
See also the undermentioned cases. 17a 

(’03) 7 Cal W N 30 (31, 32), Bholanath Mullicle v. Emperor. 

[See however (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 331 (331, 332) : 5 Ind Cas 92S (Mad), In re 
Scpcruvial TJ day an. 

10. (’05) 10 Cal W N lxvi (lxvi), Sped Khan v. Abhoy Charan. 

[See also (’96) 23 Cal 420 (421), Girish Myti v. Quccn-Emprcss.(ln this case the 
judgment ran. . . “After reading the evidence and bearing the learned counsel for 
the appellant and the learned Government pleader I am convinced that the- 
Deputy Magistrate has decided tho case rightly . . . .’’)] 

11. (’05) 9 Cal W N ccxlv (ccxlv), Mohararscct v. Emperor. 

12. (*13) 14 Cri L Jour 570 (570) : 1 Upp Bur Bui 169 : 21 1.C. 170, Nga Po Han 
v. Emperor. 

13. (’88) 1888 All W N 280 (280), Empress v. Samcshar. 

[See (’86) 18S6 All W N 289 (289), Empress v, Bhujpal. (In this case the Judg- 
ment ran — “I do not find reason to interfere on behalf of any of the appellants- 
— The appeals are dismissed.”)] 

14. (’95) 22 Cal 241 (243, 244), Farlcan v. Samshcr Mahomed. 

15. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 537 (537) : 24 Cr. L. J .311, Baishnav Charan v, Emperor* 

16. (’86) 13 Cal 110 (111), In rc Bam Das Maghi. 

17. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 504 (504) : 22 Cr. L. J. 656, Mangla Majhi v. Emperor ^ 
17a. (’40) AIR 1940 All 18 (19) : I L R (1939) All 865 : 41 Cri L Jour 220, Ban - 

sidlmr v. Emperor. (It is not enough for appellate Court to say that all points 
arising in case have been considered by Court below and have been rightly decided.) 
(’40) AIR 1940 All 80 (81) : 41 Cri L Jour 24$, Bam Singh v. Emperor. (Appellate 
Court after heaving long arguments merely agreeing with what the trial Court said 
— Judgment not proper.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 88 (89) : 39 Cr.L.J.337, AbdulWahidv. Emperor. (Appellate- 
judgment merely consisting of two words — “Appeal rejected”, — Judgment is not 
proper.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 328 (328) : 35 Cr. L. J. 136, Jodhi Ujjar Gond v. Emperor . 
(Judgment as follows — “I have gone through the record — The conviction under 
S. 419, Penal Code is sound — The fine of Rs. 30 is very light — I see no reason 
to interfere and dismiss the appeal.”) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 113 (114) : 18 Cr. L. ,7. 649, Bansidhar v. Emperor. (Judg- 
ment as follows — “It is obvious that if one quarter of the evidence for the 
prosecution is true, and I see no reason to doubt that it is, the appellant is the 
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Evidence must be discussed. — The law of appeal constitutes the 
appellate Court a Judge of facts as completely as the Court of first 
instance . 18 It is the final Court on facts 10 and the appellant is entitled 
to have an explicit opinion on the question of fact . 20 It is, therefore, 
the duty of a Court of appeal to exercise an independent judgment in 
reviewing the evidence as well as in determining questions of law or 
procedure . 21 

The Court of appeal should discuss the evidence and probabilities 
arising from the circumstances of the case ; 22 the reason for the finding 


most proper person to be bound over under S. 110, Criminal Procedure Code” — . 
Held there is no proper judgment.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 592 (593) : 18 Cr. L. J. 994, Sheo Narayan Haul r. Emperor. 
(Merely stating that a detailed judgment bad been recorded by the trial Court 

• and that nothing had been urged in appeal which affected the reason given for 
the conviction is no judgment at all.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 All 180 (181) : 17 Cr. L. J. 167 (167), Samoan v. Emperor. (Judg- 
ment was as follows — “It has been shown to be necessary to bind these men over 
under S. 110, Criminal Procedure Code, and after hearing arguments on their 
behalf I can find no reason whatsoever to interfere with the order ” — Held it is 
no judgment.) 

(’85) 11 Cal 449 (450), Kamruddin Dai v. Sonalun Mandal. (In this case the 
judgment ran — “It is urged that the evidence is quite untrustworthy, and that- 
the decision should be reversed — The depositions have been gone through and 
commented on at considerable length — Appeal is dismissed.”) 

(’88) 15 Bom 11 (12), In re Shivappa. (In this case the judgment ran — “The 
affray was ... to be split up — There is no ground for doubting the justice of the 
Magistrate’s finding that the two appellants took part in the affray — The appeal 
is dismissed and the conviction and sentence are confirmed.”) 

(84) 2 Weir 536 (536), In re Samshir Ali Shah. (In this case the judgment ran 
— “If believed, the prosecution evidence is sufficient to warrant the conviction ; 
I decline to interfere,”) 

18. (’76) 1876 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 6 (7), Turin v. Croton. 

19. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 380 (381) : 24 Cri L Jour 407, Jiwan Baut v. Emperor. 

20. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 618 (619) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1044, Inalulla Sarkar v. Emperor. 

21. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 522 (522, 523) : 39 Cri L Jour 791, Kali Charan v. Priya 
Nath. (Appellate Court should not merely consider whether there are reasons for 
differing from trial Court’s judgment.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 113 (114) : 18 Cri L Jour 649 (650), Bansidhar v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 All 197 (197) : 17 Cri L Jour 309 (310) : 38 All 393, Lai Behari v. 
Emperor. (Appellate judgment must show on the face of it that the Judge has 
applied his mind to a consideration of the evidence on the record and of the 
pleas raised.) 

(’90) 1890 All W N 148 (148), Queen-Empress v. Bishan. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 139 (139) : 16 Cri L Jour 832, Devcndra Shivapa v. Emperor. 
[See also (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 487 (487), Harinath Ohowdhri v. Emperor. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 826 (827), Empress v. Dagdu Gangaram .] 

22. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 394 (395, 396) : I L R (1938) Nag 157 : 39 Cri L Jour 75, 
Baghunathmal Shcrmal v. Patiram Sada Bam. (A mere statement in the judg- 
ment that the appellate Court has gone carefully through the whole evidence and 
that there are many discrepancies in the depositions of witnesses is no discussion 
of the evidence at all.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 529 (530) : 20 Cr.L. J. 645 (647), Darogi Ghamar v. Emperor . 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 38 0 (381) : 24 Cri L Jour 407, Jivan Baut v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 305 (310, 311) : 28 Bom 479 : 6 Bom L R 324, Emperor v. Bal 
Gangadhar Tilak. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 712 (712) : 16 Ind Cas 520 (Mad), Balusu Lakshmiyya v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 266 (266) : 25 Cri L Jour 901, Gohar Ali v. Emperor. 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 114 (114) : 91 Ind Cas 690 (Lab), Huramat Ali v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 1031 (1032) : 112 Ind Cas 359 (Lah), Dahp Singh v. Emperor. 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 59 (59, 60), In re Goomanee. (An appellate Court is bound 
precisely in the same way as the Court of first instance to test the evidence 
extrinsically as well as intrinsically.) 
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[See (’27) AIR 1027 Lab 797 (798), Sardul Singh v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 1S1 (182) : 24 Cri L Jour 181, Dnrga Singh v. Emperor. 
(Appellate judgment not referring to oral evidence but drawing inferences from 
documents and probabilities of case — Strong and legal reasons given for the 
conclusions — Judgment is not defective.)] 

23. (’25) AIR 1925 Lali G44 (G44) : 2G Or. L. J. 13S0 (1380), Thalcur Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’03) 7 Cal W N 30 (31), Bhdlanatli M'ullich v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 112 (112) : 2 Rang G41 : 26 Cr.L. J. 395, San Dun v. Emperor. 
(Order of restriction under S. 7 of Burma Habitual Offender’s Restriction Act — 
Usual rules of procedure except as suggested by S. 117, sub-s. (4) of tbe Or. P. C. 
apply ) 

(’07) 5 Or. L. J. 349 (350) : 5 C L J 452, Rupa Mandal v. Ecshab Mandal. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 348 (349) : 37 Cal 194 : 5 I C 999, Ram Lai Singh v. Hari 
Charan Ahir. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 4S (48) : 13 Ind Cas 288, (Ajmer-Merwara.) Mi. Swiya v. 
Lachmi Narain. 

[See also (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 203 (205) : 35 Cal 718, Manaraddi v. Emperor. 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Mad 814 (S15) : IS Cr. L. J. 752 (752), In re Yccrappa Raich. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 49G (49G) : 12 Ind Cas 21G (Mad), Goripati Chelamiah 
v. Emperor.'] 

23a. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 792 (793) : 18 Cr. L. J. G98, Eobbat Ali v. Emperor. 
(Merely remarking that tbe evidence of tbe prosecution is on tbe whole slightly 
stronger, and tbe story as regards probability is far more likely is not enough for 
conviction of accused.) 

24. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 712 (712) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1089, In rc Chinna Manihham. 
(’40) AIR 1940 Sind 113 (113, 114) : 41 Cri L Jour 724, Abdul Karim v. Em- 
peror. (Order under S. 11S must contain a consideration of the case of each 
accused separately.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 20 (27):30 SLR 382.-3S Cr. L. J. 3Q3,Glioiisbiixv. Emperor. 

(The same rule applies to orders under S. 118.) 

(’18) AIR 191S Mad 350 (351):19 Cr. L. J.200, Dahshinamurthi Rajali v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Oudk 102 (102) : 24 Oudb Cas 230, Madad Ali v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal G18 (G19): 25 Cri L Jour 1044, Inatulla Sarhar v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 191G Mad 1125 (1125):1G Cr.L.J. 49G (49G), In rc ChcruhathMammad. 
(’16) AIR 1910 Mad 732 (733) : 1G Cri L Jour 735, In rc Bapu Naidu. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 43 (43): 9 Ind Cas 261 (Cal), Jatra Mohan v. Ahhil Chandra. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 285 (2SG) : 20 Cal W N 1296 (1300) : IS Cr. L. J. 294, Arindra 
Rajbanshi v. Emperor. 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 427 (429) : 35 Cal 138, Jamait Mulliclc v. Emperor. (The neces- 
sity is greater when a large number of persons are jointly proceeded against and 
directed to furnish security for good behaviour.) 

25. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 368 (368) : 24 Cri L Jour 453, Note a Lai Raiv. Emperor. 
(’07) 11 Cal W N cxxxv (cxxxv), Noai v. Emperor. 

26. (’16) AIR 1916 All 43 (44) : 17 Cr. L. J. 353 (353), Ram Bharoscw Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 644 (644) : 26 Cri L Jour 1380, Thdkur Singh v. Emperor. 

(In this case tbe judgment was, “Appellant absent, waited till 12 noon; I see no 
reason to interfere with tbe judgment of tbe lower Court.”) 


should also be stated . 23 The appellate Court should record a definite 
finding as to the guilt or innocence of the accused . 2311 

Case of each accused should he considered. — Where, there are 
more than one accused the appellate Court should discuss the evidence 
against each accused and give its finding as to the guilt or innocence 
of each accused . 21 

Court hound to consider the case on merits even when accused is 
absent. — When the appeal is once admitted it cannot be disposed of 
summarily. If the appellant or his pleader is absent, it is still the 
duty of the appellate Court to go through the record and write a 
judgment in accordance with law . 25 A judgment stating “No one 
appears; I see no reason to interfere. I dismiss the appeal,” has been 
held to be not a proper judgment . 20 
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It 1ms been held that even where the counsel for nppellant does 
not refer to the defence evidence the Court should consider it and give 
a decision. 27 

Miscellaneous. — The appellate Court should give to the accused 
the benefit of doubt, if, on going through the records, it has reasonable 
doubts about the guilt of the accused. 29 

The judgment should be temperate, sober and not satirical. 20 The 
Court should not give inconsistent findings. 30 It is irregular to consider 
evidence not properly placed before the Court-. 31 

As to the power of the appellate Court to raise a plea of private 
defence on behalf of the accused when he has not himself raised the 
point in the lower Courts, see the undermentioned case. 32 

An appellate judgment should not impute motives to the Judge or 
Magistrate whose judgment is under appeal. 33 

8. Who can pronounce judgment. — There is nothing in this 
Code corresponding to 0.20, It. 2 of the Civil Procedure Code. Where, 
after the hearing of a criminal appeal the Judge was transferred and 
he subsequently wrote the judgment and forwarded the same to his 
successor who pronounced it, it was hold that the judgment was 
passed without jurisdiction and should be set aside. 1 

As to whether judgments can he dictated, see S.3G7 Note 8. 

9. “ Other than a High Court.” — The provisions of this section 
apply only to subordinate Courts and not to the judgment of a High 
Court; the High Court can undoubtedly dismiss an appeal without 
giving reasons. 1 There is no provision in the Code requiring the High 

[See also (’23) AIR 1023 Fat 207 (20S) : 26 Cri L Jour -110, Kabir Shah v. Em- 
peror. (Appellant absent — Pleader appearing after judgment signed — Appellate 
Court can do nothing.)] 

27. (*13) 14 Cr.L.J. 410(420): 40 Cal 370: 20 I.C. 403, Fidoi Ilosscin v. Emperor. 
[Sec ('17) AIE 1917 Oudli 323 (323) : IS Cr. L. J. 089 (089), Deni v. Emperor .] 

28. (’98) ISOS Pun lie No. G Cr, p. 15 (17), Mou la Balcsh v. Empress. 

(’83) 2 Weir 535 (535), Ju re Tahoob Sahib. 

[Sec (’17) AIE 1917 Cal 792 (793) : IS Cr. L. J. 698, Kobbat Ali v. Emperor.'] 

29. (’12) 13 Cr. L J. 259 (2G5) : 14 I. C. 643 (LB), Emperor v. Thomas Pcllaho. 

30. {’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 595 (59G) : 16 I. C. 163 (Cal), Avibica it lissir v. Emperor. 
{'13) 14 Cr. L. J. 295 (296) : 19 I. C. 951 (Cal), Baburam v. Emperor. (If the find- 
ing of the Sessions Court is inconsistent with his conclusion that would only be 
a ground for rehearing the appeal.) 

31. (’37) AIE 1937 Nag 394 (395) : I LB (1938) Nag 157 : 39 Cr. L. J. 75, Baghu- 
naihmal Shcrmal v. Patiram Sada Bam. (Appellate judgment based on irrele- 
vant matters and entirely on police report — Appeal held should be re-heard.) 

{'16) AIR 1916 Cal 912 (913) : 17 Cri L Jour 439 (440), Superintendent and 
Bcmcmbrancer of Legal -A ffairs v. Mon Mohan Boy. (It is irregular fora Judge, 
while dealing with connected criminal appeals to make cross-references to the 
evidences.) 

32. (’93) 21 All 122 (125, 126) : 1898 A W N 208, Qucen-Empress v. Timmal. 
(The appellate Court cannot raise such a plea.) 

33. (’S3) 2 Weir T35 (535), In re Tahoob Sahib. 

Note 8 

1. (’31) AIE 1931 Cal 037(638): 33 Cr.L.J. 60, JogcsliChandrax.Surendra Mohan. 

Note 9 

1. (’33) AIE 1933 Pat 3S (40): 11 Pat 097: 34 Cr.L.J. 118, EuldipDasw Emperor. 
’26) AIE 1926 Sind 275 (270): 20 SiudLR82:27 Cr.L.J. 343, Dioarkav.Empcror. 
’10) 11 Cri L Jour 348 (349) : 37 Cal 194 : 5 I C 999, Bam Lai Smgli v. Hari 
Charan Ahir. 
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Section $25 


Section $26 


Court after pronouncing a judgment in open Court to date and sign 
the same. Whore certain appeals wore heard by a High Court Judgo 
and judgments wero delivered in open Court and taken down by the 
judgment-writor, but the judgments were not signed owing to the 
death of tho Judge, it was held that nevertheless the appeals should be 
deemed to have been finally disposed of . 2 

10. Effect of non-obscrvnnce of the provisions of this section. — 
Seo Section 537 Note 12. 


4-215.* W Whenever a. case is decided on 
Order by High Court appeal by the High Court under 

to lower Court. this Chapter, it shall certify its 

judgment or order to the Court by which the finding, 
sentence or order appealed against was recorded or 
passed. If the finding, sentence or order was recorded 
or passed by a Magistrate other than the District 
Magistrate, the certificate shall he sent through the 
District Magistrate. 

(2) The Court to which tho High Court certifies 
its judgment or order shall thereupon make such 
orders as are conformable to the judgment or order 
of tho High Court; and, if necessary, the record shall 
he amended in accordance therewith. 


426.1 (1) Pending any appeal by a convicted 
Suspension of sen- person, tho Appellate Court may, for 

Rcimeof' "nppe^nt reasons to be recorded by it in writ- 
on bail - ing, order that the execution of the 

sentence or order appealed against he suspended and, 
also, if he is in confinement, that he he released on 
bail or on his own bond. 

(2) The power conferred I 13 7 this section on an 
Appellate Court may be exercised also by the High 
Court in the case of any appeal by a convicted person 
to a Court subordinate thereto. 

(3) When the appellant is ultimately sentenced 
to imprisonment, penal servitude or transportation, 
the timo during which I 10 is so released shall be 
excluded in computing tho term for which he is so 
sentenced. 

* 1882 : S. 425; 1872 : S. 299; 1861 ; S. 406. 

I 1882 ; S. 426; 1872 ; S. 281; 1861 ; S. 421. 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 All 40 (40,41): 55 All 132 : 34 Cr.L.J. 703, Prag Madho Singh 
v. Emperor. 
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Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “Pending on appeal." 

3. “A convicted person." 

4. “Appellate Court." 

5. “Sentence." 


5a. Suspension of sentence. 

6. Release on bail. 

7. High Court — Sub-section (2). 

8. Exclusion of time — Sub-s.(3). 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Applicability to appeals from orders 
under S. 107 or 118, See Note 3. 

Bail refused by appellate Court — High 
Court can grant. See Note 7. 

Detention under S. 10, Reformatory 
Schools Act — Not sentence. See Note 5. 

Leave to appeal to Privy Council — No 
power to stay execution. See Note 4. 

Legislative changes. See Note G. 


Release and not mere suspension of 
sentence for exclusion of term. See 
Note 8. 

Release — Offence if bailable or not. See 
Noto G. 

Section 5G1A — Inherent jurisdiction of 
High Court pending appeal to Privy 
Council. See Note 7. 

Suspension of sentence by Court which 
passed it. See Notes 4 and 7. 

Suspension only by appellate Court and 
not other Courts. See Note 4. 


1. Scope of the section. — This section provides for the 
.suspension of sentences pending appeal and for release of the appellant 
orubail. In Queen -Empress v. Pohpi, 1 Young, J., observed as follows : 


“Section 42G of the Criminal Procedure Code provides a procedure by which 
the appellate Court may, for special reason, order that the execution of the 
sentence or order appealed against be suspended ; and if the appellant is in 
confinement, that ho be released on bail or on his own bond. Such special provision 
is provided for special circumstances only and therefore is not generally applicable 
to all cases, seeing that in many cases (as in the case now under consideration) 
the appellant is in jail under a legal warrant, and cannot appear in any Court 
until such warrant is set aside, and such warrant can be set aside only under some 
special provision such ns that referred to in the special cases to which S. 426, 
Criminal Procedure Code, alludes.” 


2. “Pending an appeal.” — The pendency of an appeal by a 
•convicted person is a condition precedent to the exercise of jurisdiction 
under this section. 1 

3. “A conyicted person.” — It has been held by the High 
•Courts of Allahabad 1 and Patna 2 that the words “convicted person” 

Section 426 — Note 1 

1. (’91) 13 All 171 (188) : 1891 All W N 48 (FB). 

Note 2 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 274 (275): 31 Cri L Jour 958: 9 Pat 131, Charan Mahto v. 
Emperor. (Person ordered to execute a bond under S. 118 is not a ‘convicted person.’) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 720 (721): 56 Mad 149: 33 Cr.L.J. 826, Pitcliai v. Muhammad 
Atliam. (Words “pending any appeal by convicted person” govern whole section.) 

Note 3 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 All 107 (108) : 58 All 589 : 36 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. Masuria. 
[Person bound over preferring appeal under S. 406 — S. 498 and not S. 426 applies 
— Sessions Judge can under S. 498 grant him bail — He cannot however under 
S. 426 suspend execution of lower Court’s order — Division Bench ruling.) 

.[See however (’32) AIR 1932 All 680 (081) : 54 All 861 : 33 Cr.L.J. 731, Eatxoaroo 
Eai v. Emperor. (Order under S. 107 — The words would include persons 
against whom order is made; even if this section does not apply, order can be 
made under S. 423 (1) (d) — Single Bench decision.) 

•(’34) AIR 1934 All 845 (845) : 57 All 264 : 36 Cr. L. J. 177, Darsu v. Emperor. 
(Though person imprisoned under S. 120 is not strictly speaking a convicted 
person, either S. 426 can be applied by anology or if it is inapplicable, order of 
release can be passed under S. 498 — Single Bench decision.)] 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 274 (275) : 9 Pat 131 : 31 Cr, L. J. 958, Charan Mahto v. 
Emperor. (Order under S. 118.) 


Section 426 
Notes 1-3 
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Section 42 6 
Notes 3-7 


mean persons convicted of an offonco and that this section would be 
inapplicable to the case of porsons who are bound over. 

4. “Appellate Court.” — The only Courts which have' power 
to suspend the execution of a sentence or order under this section are 
the appellate Court and tlio High Court. 1 So a sentence cannot be 
suspended by the Court which passed it 2 or a Court to which the 
appeal does not lie. 2 It has been held that the Privy Council, in an 
application for leavo to appeal to itself, is not a Court of criminal 
appeal, and cannot stay execution of the sentence. -1 

5. “ Sentence.” — An order of detention by a District Magistrate 
under S. 10 of the Reformatory Schools Act in lieu of a sentence of 
imprisonment is not a sentence within the meaning of this section. An 
appellate Court, therefore, has no power to suspend operation of such 
order. 1 

Sa. Suspension of sentence. — An order of suspension of 
sentence should only be passed when very special cause is shown, for 
the result of suspension of sentence is that if the appeal finally fails, 
the convicted person only serves the original period of his sentence 
less the period of suspension. 1 see Noto 8. v 

6. Reloaso on bail. — Under the Code of 18G1, a convicted person 
could be released on bail, only if the offence of which he was convicted 
was a bailable offence. 1 But now, the appellate Court can release the 
accused on bail whether the offence is bailable or not. 2 See also 
sections 49G to 493. 

7. High Court — Sub-section (2). — Sub-section ( 2 ) confers 
on the High Court the same powers ns it confers on an appellate Court. 
The High Court can exorcise this power, even after the appellate Court 
rejects an application under this section, though in such cases it would 
exercise it only if the order of the appellate Court is manifestly wrong 
or where no discretion has been exercised at all. The High Court has 

Note 4 

1. (’91) 2 Weir 536 (536), Government Pleader v. Kochi Moidin Bowthcr. 

(’69) 12 Suth W It Cr 47 (47, 48) : 3 Beng L It App 50, In rc Kishcn Soonder. 

2. (’G8) 4 Mud II C It App i (ii). 

(’69) 12 Sutli W It Cr 47 (47) : 3 Bong L K App 50, In rc Kishcn Soonder. 

[See however (’81) 7 Cal LB 393 (395), In rc Okhoy Kumar. (Bail granted by Court 
passing sentence to enable accused to appeal — Legality of sentence not affected.)) 

3. (’91) 2 Weir 536 (536), Government Pleader v. Kodu Moidin Bowthcr. 

4. (’15) AIB 1915 P C 29 (30) : 42 Cal 739 : 16 Cri L Jour 494 : 42 Ind App 133 
(P C), Balmuliiind v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’15) AIB 1915 Mad 1067 (10G8) : 16 Cr.L.J. 134, Emperor v. Krishna Panda- 
ram. 

Note 5a 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Nag 279 (280) : 27 Cri L Jour 319, Sheikh Karim v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 57 (57), Queen v. Moorali Kinkur Mookerjcc. (The 
sentence however could be suspended in case of non-bailablo offence.) 

2. Sec (’36) AIR 1936 All 656 (G56) : 37 Cri L Jour 1017, Dhanpal v. Emperor. 
(Considerations that might weigh when bail should or should not be granted.) 



CH.31.1 ARREST OF ACCUSED IK APPEAL FROM ACQUITTAL 2335 


unfettered powers to grant bail, yet in exercising these powers it ought Section 426 
to have regard to the limitations imposed on lower appellate Courts. 1 Notes 7-8 

On the question whether the High Court can suspend the execution 
of sentence 2 or grant hail 3 pending the hearing of an appeal to the 
Privy Council, against its own sentence, it has been held that it can 
do so under its inherent jurisdiction under S. 561A. 

8. Exclusion of time — Sub-section (3). — Under sub-s. (3), 
when the appeal fails, the time during which the accused is released 
under this section should he excluded in computing the term of which 
he is sentenced. But it is only when he is released and not where his 
sentence has been suspended that the term is to he excluded. 1 

The sub-section does not mean that the period during which a 
person is released under this section should he excluded from the term 
of punishment to which he has been sentenced. What the sub-section 
means is that in calculating the term, the period of release should ho 
left out of account. 2 


427 .* When an appeal is presented under Section 427 
Arrest of accused in section 417, the High Court may 
appeal from acquittal, j ssue a warrant directing that the 

accused he arrested and brought before it or any 
subordinate Court, and the Court before which he is 
brought may commit him to prison pending the 
disposal of the appeal, or admit him to hail. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section was added to the Code 
in 1SS2. Even before it was added it was held that the High Court had 
the power to re-arrest the accused pending the disposal of an appeal _ 

* 1882 :S. 427; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

Note 7 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Nag 279 (280) : 27 Cri L Jour 319, Shaikh Karim v. Emperor. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 545 (552) : 26 Cri L Jour 52, Barcndra v. Emperor. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 All 97 (98) : 49 All 247 : 27 Cri L Jour 1377, Earn Saroop v. 

Emperor. (Inherent power to grant bail should be exercised where the sentence 
would expire before the Privy Council appeal can be disposed of.) 

[Sec however (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 181 (182) : 38 Cr. L. J. 384 : ILR (1937) Nag 236, 

Basliiruddin Ahmed v. Emperor. (High Court has no power to grant bail before 
appeal to Privy Council is filed.)] 

See also S. 498 Note 4 and S. 561A Note 5. 

Note 8 

1. (’91) 2 Weir 536 (537), Government Pleader v.Kodu Moidin Eowther. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 All 12 (13) : 36 Cri L Jour 1479, Narain Singh v. Emperor. 

(The period during which a person is released on bail cannot reduce the term of 
sentence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 845(845,846): 57 All 264: 36 Cr.L.J. 177, Darsu v. Emperor. (Do.) 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 All 107 (109) : 58 All 589 : 36 Cri L Jour 155, Emperor 
v. Masuria. (Person bound over released on bail under S. 498 — Period of 
release should be excluded in calculating the term.)] 
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Section 427 
Note 1 


against his acquittal. 1 This section only gives statutory effect to that 
power. 2 


Section 428 


4-28.* (1) In dealing with any appeal under 
Appellate Court may this Chapter, the Appellate Court, 
or direct it to be taken, it it trunks additional evidence to 
he necessary, shall record its reasons, and may either 
take such evidence itself, or direct it to he taken by 
a Magistrate, or, when the Appellate Court is a High 
Court, by a Court of Session or a Magistrate. 

(2) When the additional evidence is taken by 
the Court of Session or the Magistrate, it or he shall 
certify such evidence to the Appellate Court, and 
such Court shall thereupon proceed to dispose of the 
appeal. 

(3) Unless the Appellate Court otherwise directs, 
the accused or his pleader shall he present when the 
additional evidence is taken; hut such evidence shall 
not he taken in the presence of jurors or assessors. 

• Code of 1882 : S. 428 — Same. 


Code of 1872 : S. 282, paras. 1, 3 and 4. 

282. In any case in which an appeal lias been allowed, the appellate Court, 
a ,, , n it thinks further inquiry or additional evidence upon 

any 1,0int bearing u P on <he guilt or innocence of the 
1 . appellant to be necessary, may cither make such further 

enquiry. inquiry and take such additional evidence itself, or may 

direct such inquiry to be made and additional evidence to bo taken. 


When the evidenco has not been taken before itself, the result of the further 
inquiry and the additional evidence shall be certified to the appellate Court, and 
such Court shall thereupon proceed to dispose of the appeal. 

Unless the appellate Court otherwise directs, the presence of the nppellnnt 
may be dispensed with when the further inquiry is made or evidence taken. 


Code of 1861 : S. 422. 


422. In any case in which an appeal has been allowed, it shall be competent 
.... p . to the appellate Court, if it think further enquiry or addi- 
ppc ac n7,r tional evidence upon any point bearing upon the guilt or 
may direct further ]nnooonco of tho accusc(1 to bo necessary, to direct such 

enquiry, < x. enquiry to be made and additional evidenco to be taken. 

Tho result of tho further enquiry and tho additional evidence shall be certified to 
the appellate Court, and the appellate Court shall thereupon proceed to pass such 
judgment, sentence, or order as to such Court shall seem right. 


Section 427 — Note 1 

1. (’79) 2 All 340 (341, 342) (FB), Empress of India v. Mangu. 

•(’76) 1 Cal 281 (282), Queen v. Gobind Tcwari. 

[See (18G5) 3 Sutli W R Cr 4 (5), Queen v. Madaree Choivhccdar.] 

[See also (’69) 18G9 Rat 17 (18), Reg. v, Gopala Shim. 

(’79) 2 All 38G (389), Empress of India v. Karim Balcsh.'] 

2. (’87) 9 All 528 (529) : 1887 AWN 15G, Queen-Empress v. Gobardhan. 
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Section 245 
Note 8 


sanction, 21 or on an inquiry based on an invalid sanction. 22 As to 
the effect on commitment of absence of certificate or sanction 
under S. 188, see S. 18S Note 7. 

(12) Where the commitment is made without proper reasons in cases-' 
not triable exclusively by the Court of Session and in which the 
Magistrate can pass an adequate sentence. 23 But if the Magistrate 
considers that he cannot award an adequate sentence or on some 
other proper grounds considers that the case ought to be tried by 
the Sessions Court, committal is not illegal and will not be 
quashed. 21 See also S. 347 Note 4. 


the Court to take cognizance of any offence alleged to have been committed by 
the President or Member of a Local Board — Where, however, the Magistrate- 
lias taken up the case prior to the amendment when no such sanction was neces- 
sary, the order of commitment made by him is not illegal merely because after 
the initiation of the proceedings and prior to the order of commitment, the 
amendment had come into force.)] 

See also S. 532 Note 2. 

21. (’82) 1882 Pun Ec No. 28 Cr, p. 35 (3G), Empress v. Mulla Abdul Rahim. 

22 . (’81) 6 Cal 584 (585) : 8 C L E 265, Empress v. Shibo Bchara. 

(’93) 16 Mad 468 (473, 474) : 3 ML J 227 : 2 Weir 220, Queen-Empress v. Samuvier . 
See also S. 439 Note 26. 

23 . (’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 15 (15, 16): 40 Cr.L. J. 903, Slicomangal Pande v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 79 (79) : 39 Cri L Jour 507, Emperor v. Waroo. 

(•37) AIR 1937 Sind 32 (32, 33) : 38 Cri L Jour 379 : 31 S. L. R. 403, Emperor v. 
Gliousbalish. 

(’18) AIE 1918 Sind GO (61) : 11 S. L. E. 79 : 19 Cr. L. J. 319, Emperor v. Ismail. 
(Case of simple hurt which Magistrate was competent to try and punish 
adequately — Committal amounts to error in law and hence will be quashed.) 
(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 94 (95, 96) : 3 A L J 14 : 1906 AW N 28, Emperor v. Dliaram. 
(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Eul 158 (159, 160), Croiun v. Major Hodgson. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 657 (658) : 21 I. C. 897 (Bom), Emperor v. Asha Bathi. (Here- 
the connection with another sessions case was found to be remote as not to em- 
barrass the accused if separately tried — So commitment quashed.) 

(’72) 17 Sutli W E Cr 14 (14), In re Anunto Koyburt. 

(’02) 4 Bom L R S5 (86), King-Emperor v. Pcma Ranchod. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 756 (761, 762) : 57 Cal 1042 : 31 Cri L Jour 506 (F B), Girisli- 
Chandra v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 777 (778) : 56 Cal 785 : 31 Cri L Jour 184, Emperor v. Girisli- 
Chandra Kundu. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 263 (264) : 33 Cr.L. J. 680, Kcsar v. Emperor. (Unnecessary 
committal justifies quashing of commitment order.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 95 (95) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1459, Emperor v. Mir Alam. (Accused 
charged under S. 148, Penal Code, committed to Sessions for convenience — Ground 
ceasing to exist, commitment is bad in law.) 

(’97) 24 Cal 429 (431, 432) : 1 C W N 414, Queen-Empress v. Kaycmullah Mandal. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 54 (54, 55) : 4 Ind Cas 812 (All), Emperor v. Jagmolian. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 145 (146) : 24 Sind L E 157 : 31 Cri L Jour 596, Emperor v.. 

Allahadad. (Even if the death of a person is involved in the offence.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 94 (95):S S. L. E. 23 : 15 Cr. L. J. 664, Diwani Chand v. Emperor.. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Sind 61 (63, 64) : 17 S. L. R. 188 : 26 Cr. L. J .148, Ullibai v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 251 (252) : 18 Cri L Jour 524 (526) : 1917 Pun Re No. 13 Cr,. 
Emperor v. AH. (That opposite party has been committed to the sessions im 
respect of the same transaction is a good reason.) 

[See (’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 139 (139) : 37 Cr. L. J. 852, Emperor v. Madan Lai. 
(Commitment of a case which the committing Magistrate could try himself' 
under the Code (without the assistance of powers under S. 30) is an error of law 
and can be quashed.)] 

24 . (’18) AIR 1918 Nag 141 (142) : 20 Cri L Jour 97, Emperor v. Hanuman. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Sind 55 (56,57) : 14 S.L.R, 85 : 21 Cr.L.J. 791, Ghani v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 304 (304) : 19 Ind Cas 960 (All), Emperor v. Baldeo. 

(’86) 1886 All W N 256 (256), Empress v. Bchari. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 907 (908, 909) : 42 Mad 83 : 19 Cri L Jour 997, Croiun Prose- 
cutor v. Bhagavathi. 
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(4) Tlie taking of evidence under this section Section 428 
shall be subject to tbe provisions of Chapter xxv, as Notes 1-2 
if it were an inquiry. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 7. “ Shall certify such evidence to 

2. Scope and object of the section. the appellate Court, etc. 

J Sub-clause (2). 

3. “ Appeal under this chapter.” g> p resence of accused wh!le addi . 

4. “ If it thinks additional evidence tional evidence is taken — Sub- 

to be necessary.” clause (3). 

5. “ Shall record its reasons.” 9. Procedure in taking additional 

6. “Direct it to be taken by a evidence — Sub-clause (4). 

Magistrate.” 10. Appeal or revision. 

• ■ • Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Act 11 of 1846 and rules — Further evi- Judgment after additional evidence — 
dence by High Court on appeal from Original or appellnte — Legislative 

Agent of Mewar Estates. See Note 3. changes. See Note 10. 

Additional evidence and Ss. 195 and “Necessary” — Explained. See Note 4. 

476. See Note 9. No evidence at all — Section inapplicable. 

Additional evidence not to fill up gap in See Note 4. 
prosecution case. See Note 4. No record of reasons. See Note 5. 

Additional evidence or remand under No reference to police for further inves- 
S. 423. Sea Notes 4 and 6. tigation. See Note 6. 

Additional evidence — Where formal No report or finding. See Note 6. 
proof is wanted. See Note 4. Object of record of reasons. See Note 5. 

Chemical examiner’s report— No order Object of the section. See Notes 2 and 4. 
as to its admission — Nor record of Order for further evidence — Withdrawal 
reasons — Effect. See Note 5. of appeal and cancellation of order. See 

Discretion in taking additional evidence. Note 10. 

See Note 4. Presence of accused — Legislative 

Disposal of appeal by appellate Court changes. See Note 8. 
itself after fresh evidence. See Note 7. Proceedings where additional evidence 
Examination of accused after additional taken. See Notes 2 and 3. 
evidence. See Note 9. ' Proof of sanction under S. 196 — Not 

Inapplicable to S. 125. See Note 3. proper. See Note 2. 

Inapplicable to S. 437. See Note 3. Record of reasons — Legislative changes. 

Inapplicable to S. 476B. See Note 3. See Note 5. 

Inherent power of supplementing evi- Sections 540, 375 and 439 — 0. 41, R. 27, 
dence under S. 476B. See Note 3, ’ Civil Procedure Code. See Note 2. 

1. Legislative changes. — Under the Code of 1872, additional 
evidence could be taken only upon any point “ bearing upon the guilt 
or innocence of the appellant.” 1 These words were omitted in the 
Code of 1882. 

2. Scope and object of the section. — This section is analogous 
to 0.41, R. 27 of the Civil Procedure Code, and enables the appellate 
Court to take additional evidence, 1 but having regard to the difference 

Section 428 — Note 1 

1. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 34 (35), Sheikh Mohamad Golab v. Mohabeer 'Singh. 

(Thus evidence as to place of assault was held to have no bearing on the merits 
of the case and the appellate Court was directed to decide the case on the evi- 
dence already before it.) 

Note 2 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 364 (365) : 60 Cal 814 : 34 Cri L Jour 320, Amarchand v. 

Emperor. (No question of taking additional evidence but one of referring certain 
matter to Local Government under ordinance (10 of 1932) S. 48 (2) — S. 428 
Cr. P. C., is inapplicable.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 241 (242): 52 Bom 686: 29 Cr.L. J. 990, Bansi Lai v. Emperor. 

(Evidence was admitted as there was no question of surprise in this case.) 

2Cr,147. 
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against his acquittal . 1 This section only gives statutory effect to that 
power . 2 


428 .* ( 1 ) In dealing with any appeal under 

..ke P CL C °"vide"S ifi® ?,¥P ter < the Appellate Court, 
or direct it to be taken, it it thinks additional evidence to 

he necessary, shall record its reasons, and may either 
take such evidence itself, or direct it to he taken by 
a Magistrate, or, when the Appellate Court is a High 
Court, by a Court of Session or a Magistrate. 

( 2 ) When the additional evidence is taken by 
the Court of Session or the Magistrate, it or he shall 
certify such evidence to the Appellate Court, and 
such Court shall thereupon proceed to dispose of the 
appeal. 

( 3 ) Unless the Appellate Court otherwise directs, 
the accused or his pleader shall he present when the 
additional evidence is taken; but such evidence shall 
not he taken in the presence of jur ors or assessors. 

* Code of 1882 : S. 428 — Same. 


Code of 1872 : S. 282, paras. 1, 3 and 4. 

282. In any case in which an appeal has been allowed, the appellate Court, 

Appellate Court may d'LU' 0 ™ 1 evidence ?P? n 

make or direct further 


any point bearing upon the guilt or innocence of the 
appellant to be necessary, may either make such further 


enquiry. 

direct such inquiry to be made and additional evidence to be taken. 


inquiry and take such additional evidence itself, or may 


When the evidence has not been taken before itself, the result of the further 
inquiry and the additional evidence shall be certified to the appellate Court, and 
such Court shall thereupon proceed to dispose of the appeal. 

Unless the appellate Court otherwise directs, the presence of the appellant 
may be dispensed with when the further inquiry is made or evidence taken. 


Code of 1861 : S. 422. 

422. In any case in which an appeal has been allowed, it shall be competent 
Avvcllatc Court to ^ 10 a PP°^ ate Court, if it think further enquiry or addi- 

may direct further * ionftl eviden “ ' u P° n an y P° in <; bearin S U P°? tbe S™ 1 * « 
cnauiru &c innocence of the accused to be necessary, to direct such 

* ' ' ' enquiry to be made and additional evidence to be taken. 

The result of the further enquiry and the additional evidence shall be certified to 
the appellate Court, and the appellate Court shall thereupon proceed to pass such 
judgment, sentence, or order as to such Court shall seem right. 


Section 427 — Note 1 

1. (’79) 2 All 340 (341, 342) (FB), Empress of India v. Mangu. 

■(’76) 1 Cal 281 (282), Queen v. Gobind Tcwari. 

[See (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 4 (5), Queen v. Madarcc Choruliccdar.’] 

[ See also (’69) 1869 Rat 17 (18), Reg. v, Gopala Shim. 

(’79) 2 All 386 (389), Empress of India v. Karim Bahsh.’] 

2. (’87) 9 All 528 (529) : 1887 AWN 156, Queen-Empress v. Gobardlian • 
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' ■ (4) The taking of evidence under this section 
shall he subject to the provisions of Chapter xxv, as 
if it were an inquiry. 


Synopsis 


1 . Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. “Appeal under this chapter.” 

4. “If it thinks additionalevidence 

to be necessary.” 

5. “ Shall record its reasons.” 

6. “Direct it to be taken by a 

Magistrate.” 


7. “ Shall certify such evidence to 
the appellate Court,” etc. — 
Sub-clause (2). 

S. Presence of accused while addi- 
tional evidence is taken' — Sub- 
clause (3). 

9. Procedure in taking additional 
evidence — Sub-clause (4). 

10. Appeal or revision. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Act 11 of 1846 and rales — Farther evi- 
dence by High Court on appeal from 
Agent of Mewar Estates. See Note 3. 
Additional evidence and Ss. 195 and 
476. See Note 9. 

Additional evidence not to fill up gap in 
prosecution case. See Note 4. 
Additional evidence or remand under 
S. 423. See Notes 4 and 6. 

Additional evidence — Where formal 
proof is wanted. See Note 4. 

Chemical examiner's report — No order 
as to its admission — Nor record of 
reasons — Effect. See Note 5. 
Discretion in taking additional evidence. 
See Note 4. 

Disposal of appeal by appellate Court 
itself after fresh evidence. See Note 7. 
Examination of accused after additional 
evidence. See Note 9, 

Inapplicable to S. 125. See Note 3. 
Inapplicable to S. 437. See Note 3. 
Inapplicable to S. 47GB. See Note 3. 
Inherent power of supplementing evi- 
dence under S. 476B. See Note 3. 


Judgment after additional evidence — 
Original or appellate — Legislative 
changes. See Note 10. 

“Necessary” — Explained. See Note 4. 
No evidence at all. — Section inapplicable. 
See Note 4. 

No record of reasons. See Note 5. 

No reference to police for further inves- 
tigation. See Note C. 

No report or finding. See Note C. 

Object of record of reasons. See Note 5. 
Object of the section. See Notes2and4. 
Order for further evidence — Withdrawal 
of appeal and cancellation of order. See 
Note 10. 

Presence of accused — Legislative 
changes. Seo Note 8. 

Proceedings whero additional evidence 
taken. See Notes 2 and 3. 

Proof of sanction under S. 196 — Not 
proper. See Note 2. 

Record of reasons — Legislative changes. 
See Note 5. 

Sections 540, 375 and 439 — 0.41, R. 27, 
Civil Procedure Code. See Noto 2. 


Section 523 
Notes 1-2 


1. Legislative changes. — Under the Code of 1872, additional 
evidence could be taken only upon any point “bearing upon the guilt 
or innocence of the appellant .” 1 These words were omitted in the 
Code of 18S2. 

2. Scope and object of the section. — This section is analogous 
to 0.41, R. 27 of the Civil Procedure Code, and enables the appellate 
Court to take additional evidence , 1 but having regard to the difference 

Section 428 — Note 1 

1. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 34 (35), Sheilch Mohamad Golab v. Mohabcer 'Singh. 
(Thus evidence as to place of assault was held to have no bearing on the merits 
of the case and the appellate Court was directed to decide the case on tho evi- 
dence already before it.) 

Note 2 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 364 (365) : 60 Cal 814 : 34 Cri L Jour 320, Amarchand v. 
Emperor. (No question of faking additional evidence but one of referring certain 
matter to Local Government under ordinance (10 of 1932) S. 48 (2) — S. 428 
Cr. P. C., is inapplicable.) 

('28) AIR 1928 Bom 241 (242):52Bom686:29Cr.L. J. 990, Bansi Lalv. Emperor. 
(Evidence was admitted as there was no question of surprise in this case.) 

2Cr.l47. 
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Section 528 in language between the two sections the decisions passed under the 

Note 2 Civil Procedure Code are not a trustworthy guide in interpreting this 

section . 10 In this Code itself there are other sections which empower 
Courts to take additional evidence. See sections 540, 375 and 439. 

The object of the section is to see that justice is done between 
the prosecutor and the person prosecuted . 2 The object is also “the 
prevention of a guilty person’s escape through some careless or ignorant 
proceedings of a Magistrate or the vindication of a wrongfully accused 
Iverson’s innocence, where the same carelessness or ignorance has omitted 
to record circumstances essential to the elucidation of truth .” 3 In 
V aradarajulu v. Emperor* Wallis, C. J., observed : 

“It would not be creditable to the administration of justice or in 

accordance with modern ideas on the subject that a conviction or a charge 

if otherwise sustainable should bo upset owing to a misconception on the part of 
the prosecution ns to the proper mode of proving a statutory requisite [sanction 
of the Local Government under S. 190], not nffeeting the merits, a misconception 
which was shared by the trial Magistrate.” 

Another reason for the enactment of this section is to save public 
time by taking only the additional evidence necessary instead of 
remanding the whole case for examining once again the witnesses 
already examined . 3 

The additional evidence can be taken in appeals against conviction 
or appeals against acquittal . 0 It can be taken for the prosecution or 
for the defence . 7 Section 307 provides that the High Court has, in 
proceedings under that section, all the powers of an appellate Court. 
The High Court can, therefore, on a reference under S. 307, call for 
further evidence under this section . 8 

Section 439 also provides specifically that the High Court in 
revision may exercise the powers under this. section . 0 

la. (’28) AIR 1928 Mnd 1174 (1175) : 30 Cr.L. J. 133, Subramania lycr v. Emperor. 
(This section is not limited to reception of merely formal evidence.) 

2. (’2G) AIR 1920 Lab 309 (310) : 7 Lab 148 : 27 Cr. L, J. 4G3, Dulla v. Emperor. 
(Evidence necessary for correct finding — Action under this section is justified.) 

(’25) MR 1925 Pat 450 (452) : 4 Pat 204 : 27 Cr. L. J. 524, Guhi Mian v. Emperor. 

3. (’72) IS Sutb W R Cr 31 (32) : 9Beng L R App 31, In re TJdai Ghand Muliho- 
padhya. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 52G (528) : 26 Cri L Jour 1171, Aldar Hussain v. Emperor. 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 928 (929):42 Mad 885:20 Cr.L.J. 455 (SB). (Before exercisinp 
its power under tbis section the Court must be satisfied that tbe case is one o 
formal proof only.) 

5 . (’18) AIR 1918 All 133 (134) : 19 Cri L Jour 485, Islrnar Prasad v. Emperor 
[Gee (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 125 (127) : 31 Nag L R 246 : 3G Cri.L Jour 740, Potram 

v. Emperor. (If appellate Court considers additional evidence necessary, it 
should proceed under tbis section — It cannot order a re-trial with tbe condition 
tbairtbe evidence already on record should be taken into consideration.)] 

6. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad G28 (G31) : 38 Mad 1028 : 15 Cri L Jour 236, In re Sinnu 
Goundan. 

7 . (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 106 (109, 111) : 25 Cr.L.J. 401, In re Narayana Mcnon. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1174 (1175) : 30 Cr. L, J. 133, Subramania Iyer v. Emperor. 

8. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 244 (246) : 56 Cal 566 : 30 Cri L Jour 1031, Ecbendra 
Narayan v. Emperor. 

(’73) 20 Sutb W R Cr 1 (5), Queen v. Eoonjo. 

See also S. 307 Note 14. 

9 . (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 208 (209) : 14 Pat 455 : 36 Cri L Jour 104S, Pal Eishun 
Has v. Emperor. 
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See also the case cited below. 10 

3. “Appeal under this Chapter." — The powers under this 
section can be exercised only where, firstly there is an appeal and, 
secondly the appeal is one under this Chapter (chapter XXXI). A 
proceeding under s. 125 of the Code is not an appellate proceeding and 
consequently this section does not apply. 1 A proceeding under s.437 
of the Code is one in revision and this section has no application to 
such a proceeding also. 2 An appeal under S.47GB of the Code is one 
under chapter xxxv and not under this Chapter and consequently 
this section does not apply. 3 It has, however, been held in the under- 
mentioned cases 4 that independently of this section the appellate Court 
in an appeal under S. 47GB, has an inherent power to itself take ovidenco 
and complete an enquiry which it finds to be incomplete. See also 
section 47GB Note 4. 

An appeal under S. 250, sub-s. (3), must be considered to be one 
under this chapter inasmuch as the forum of such an appeal is to 
be ascertained only by virtue of the provisions of this chapter; tho 
appellate Court may, therefore, record additional evidence in such cases. 5 6 

It has been held by the Oudh Chief Court that in an appeal to 
the Sessions Court from the judgment of an Assistant Sessions Judge, 
the former has no power under this section to record additional evidence 
or to direct such evidence to bo taken and that the language of sub-s. (l) 
shows that it is only when a Sessions Court is sitting to hear an appeal 
from a judgment of a Magistrate that it has got such power. 51 

It has been held in the undermentioned case 0 that s. 4 of Act XI 
of 184G read with R. 44 of tho Kule3 under that Act, empowers the High 
Court to resort to this section in appeals against convictions by the 

10. (’4o) AIR 1940 Oudh 39G (397) : 41 Cri L Jour 725 : 189 Ind Cas 25S (259), 
Emperor v. Madho Singh, (Appellate Magistrate passing order that before giving 
decision evidence of certain witnesses is to be recorded — Decision given without 
recording snch evidence — Procedure held irregular.) 

Note 3 

1. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 171 (172) : 20 Cri L Jour 221, Mt. Narain v. Emperor. 

2. (’07) G Cri L Jour 357 (358) : G C L J 251, Moni Mohun v. Ishwar Chundcr ■ 
(’82) 1882 All W N 140 (147), Empress v. Santcallia. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 391 (392) : 61 Mad G03 : 29 Cri L Jour 445, Sami Vannia 
Nainar v. Pcriasniami Kaidu. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 280 (281) : 33 Mad 90 : 5 I. C. 881, Krishna Reddy v. Emperor. 
(Case under old S. 195, sub-s. (G).) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 288 (289) : 30 Mad 311 : 17 M L J 123 : 2 M L T 84, Rama Iyer 
v. 7 enhalacliala Padayachi. (Do.) 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 761 (762) : 13 Lak 342 : 33 Cri L Jour 178 (FB), Dhanpal 
Rai v. Balah Ravi, 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 115 (115) : 25 Sind L R 68 : 33 Cri L Jour 43, Ramchand 
Bansi Ram v. Lila Ram. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 453 (454) : 44 Mad 47 : 22 Cri L Jour 372, In rc Subbasari. 
(It was also held that an application against an order granting sanction was not 
an appeal.) 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 483 (484) : 53 Mad 688 : 31 Cr L J 602, Seeniah Kaidu. 
v. Abdul Wahab, 

5a.{’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 402 (403) : 36 Cri L Jour 844, Hori Lai v. Emperor. 

6. (’16) AIR 1916 Bom 313 (314, 315) : 17 Cri L Jour 533, Emperor v. Elialpa 
Ranchod, 


Section 428 
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Section 528 
Notes 3-5 


Agent of the Mewar Estates in West Khandesk. See also the under- 
mentioned ease . 7 

5. “If it thinks additional evidence to he necessary.” — It 

has been held in tbe undermentioned cases , 1 that the power to take 
additional evidence should not bo exercised for tbe purpose of filling a 
gap in tbe prosecution case when tbe necessary evidence was available 
to tbe prosecution at tbe bearing and ought to have been produced 
then. In Yaradarajalu Naidu v. Emperor? Wallis, C. J., has held 
that action can be taken under this section to supply a defect in formal 
proof but that before additional evidence is allowed tbe Court should 
be satisfied that the case is one of formal proof only. In tbe cases 
cited below , 3 it has been held that it is not correct to bold that tbe 
provisions of tbe section are to be invoked only for supplying formal 
proof. In AJchtar Hussain v. Emperor? Macpkcrson, J., observed as 
follows : 

“Inlndia tbe onvs is placed on tbeCourt not merely to listen to tbe evidence, 
but to inquire to tbe utmost into tbe truth of the matter, find so to secure justice. 
Accordingly if any restriction is to be placed upon the power conferred on the 
appellate Court by S. 428, it certainly cannot be that negligence or inadvertence 
on the part of tbe prosecution is to be allowed to effect a miscarriage of justice: on 
the contrary the enactment is, like the other provisions referred to, directed to 
the attainment of justice even at a late stage in the proceedings, by the introduction 
of further materials which the Court judges to be essential to a just decision of 
case. The conditions for the exercise of the power are set out in the section itself, 
and within these limits it is contemplated that tho power will bo exercised , . . . 

7. (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 55 (09): 57 Mad 259: 35 CriL Jour 511, Mahomed Naina 
Marihayar v. Ahmacl. (Appeal to High Court from order under S. 19 of Fugitive 
Offenders Act, 1881 — High Court can direct additional evidence, though Act 
does not define powers of appellato Court.) 

Note 4 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 181 (181, 182) : 38 Cr. L. ,T. 257, In rc Hanumanthappa. 
(The object of S. 428, Criminal P. C., is not for tbe purpose of enabling the prose- 
cution to produce evidence which could easily have been produced at the first 
trial — It is not to enable the prosecution having failed once to have an opportu- 
nity of trying the case all over again.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 402 (404) : 3G Cr. L. J. 844 : 11 Luck 231, Eori Lai v. 
Emperor. (If the Government Pleader takes upon himself the responsibility of 
not producing a certain eye-witness, then it is not the duty of the appellate Court 
to fill up the gap in the prosecution evidence by summoning that witness.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 325(32G):37Cr.L,J.99, In rcVnitcd Motor Finance Co. Ltd. 
(’25) AIR 1925 LaliS5(8G):5Lah 404:20 Cr.L.J. 320, Empcrorv.JaswantBai &. Co. 
(’82) 5 All 217 (221) : 1882 AWN 227, Empress of India v. Fateh. 

(’74) 21 Sutli W R Cr 13 (14), Queen v. Madhuh Chundcr Givi. 

(’13) 3G Mad 457 (4G7) : 12 I. C. 9G1 : 12 Cr. L. J. 585, Jeremiah v. Fas. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 928 (932, 933) : 42 Mad 885 : 20 Cr. L. J. 455 (SB), Varada - 
rajulu Naidu v. Emperor. (Per Sadasiva Iyer, J.) 

[See (’28) AIR 192S Bom 241 (242) : 52 Bom G8G : 29 Cr. L. J. 990, Bansilal v. 
Emperor . ] 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 928 (929) : 42 Mad S85 : 20 Cr. L. J. 455 (SB). 

3. (’25) AIR’ 1925 Mad 10G (109, 111): 25 Cr. L. J. 401, In rc Narayana Mcnon. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1174 (1175) : 30 Cr. L. J. 133, Subramania Ayyarv. Emperor. 

[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 854 (855) : 54 Mad G3 : 32 Cri L Jour 109, Eonda 
Beddi v, Mangala Babanna. (Additional evidence which will explain, clear up 
or perhaps supplement evidence in support of a charge which has resulted in a 
conviction, can bo taken.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 309 (309, 310) : 7 Lah 148 : 27 Cr.L. J. 463, Dullax. Emperor.] 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 526 (528, 529) : 20 Cr.L, J. 1171. 



CH.31.] 


APPELIiATE COURT TO TAKE EVIDENCE 


2841 


tlie appellate Court is by no means condemned to countenance a miscarringe of 
justice because tbc prosecutor or even tbc trial Court fails to realize tbe necessity 
of bringing certain evidence on tbe record, even if that evidence is not purely 
formal.” 

In tbe undermentioned Madras ease 5 it has been explained 
that tbc word “necessary” does not import that- it is impossible to 
pronounce judgment without tbe additional evidence. There may be 
many cases where judgment can be pronounced without any additional 
evidence, but there are cases where it is necessary as a general measuro 
of justice to record additional evidence. 

Tbe necessity for taking additional evidence under this section 
must be determined on tbe particular facts of each case . 0 But it has 
been held that tbe necessity for additional evidence must be apparent 
from the record in tbe case and must not be derived from external 
information . 011 Tbc discretion vested in tbe Court of appeal should not 
be exercised arbitrarily 7 but only when tbe interests of justice demand 
such a procedure . 8 

No bard and fast rule can, however, be laid down. Tbe appellate 
Court will not exercise tbe power under this section when there is no 
evidence at all; but where there is some prima facie evidence bearing 

5. (’25) AIR 1025 Mad 10G (103): 25 Cri L .Tour 401, In re Narayana Menon. 
(In this case accused were allowed to adduce additional evidence so that defence 
may have every opportunity of putting forward anything that might help their 
case.) 

6. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 535 (500, 591): 3G Mad 157 : 12 I C 001, Jeremiah v. 7ns. 
(The langugage of the section seems to indicate cases where the evidence on the 
record is unsatisfactory or leaves the Court in state of doubt.) 

6a. (’0G) 3 Cri h .Tour 251 (23G): 12 Bur L R 21, Emperor v. Nga Po Gyi. 
(Affidavits showing that the evidence of civil surgeon was incorrect as the facts 
were not accepted as it was held that they would throw entirely new aspect on 
the case.) 

7. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 571 (574): S Ind Cas 145 (Mad), In rc Bhami Luxuman 
Shanhaga. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 92S (030, 933): 42 Mad 885 : 20 Cri L Jour 455 (S B), 
Varadarajulu v. Emperor. (Discretion should be exercised against tbe accused 
only in exceptional eases.) 

(’82) 5 All 217 (221): 1882 A IV N 227, Empress of India v. Fateh. 

8. (’35) AIR 1935 All G3 (G4) : 3G Cr. L. J. 117, Sarnam Singh v. Emperor. (Pro- 
secution bound to produce a certain report not producing it — Accused applying 
as soon ns it comes to his knowledge.) 

(’31) 1931 Mnd \V N 731 (732), Siibha Rcddi v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 241 (242) :52Bom68G:29Cr.L.J. 990, Bansital v. Emperor. 
(In this case there was no surprise — Evidence lind been already tendered but it 
was such as should not have been admitted by the trinl Court — Held, appellate 
Court was justified in taking additional evidence.) 

(’01) 25 Mad G27 (G31), King-Emperor v. v. Alexander Allan. (Attention was not 
clearly drawn in trial Court to an important question in the case.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad GOO (601) : 24 Cr. 1. J. 403, In re Cholanchcrri Ayamma. 
(’83) 18S3 Rat 190 (191), Queen-Empress v. Shivanna. (Offence of bigamy — Fact 
of first marriage was uncontested in Courts below, the High Court directed evi- 
dence to be taken as to truth and legality of the first marriage.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 215 (216) : 27 Cr. L. J. 813, Nagina v. Emperor. 

[See (’83) 5 All 217 (221) : 1882 AWN 227, Empress of India v. Fateh.'] 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 244 (246) : 56 Cal 56G : 30 Cri L Jour 1031, Debendra 
Narayan v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad G87 (G88) : 23 Cri L Jour 700, In re Ramasiuami Tevan.] 
[See also (’14) AIR 1914 All 538 (540) : 1G Cr. L. J. 49, Diclt v. Emperor.] 
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Section 328 upon the guilt or innocence of the accused, the appellate Court may 
Note 3 act under this section. 0 

It has been held in the following cases that the taking of additional 
evidence is not an improper exercise of discretion : 

(1) Where the trial Court fails to call witnesses who are known to be 
in a position to speak to important relevant facts but w'ho have 
not been called by either party. 90 

(2) Where the Court of first instance refuses to take the evidence offered 
either on the erroneous view as to its inadmissibility or for any 
other reason. 10 

( 3 ) Where an appellate Court finds that certain documents admitted in 
evidence have not been proved according to law, that the examina- 
tion of the accused under S. 342 is not satisfactory and that the 
accused should be examined afresh. 103 

( 4 ) Where the prosecution ■witnesses have not been cross-examined at 
the trial, the witnesses not having been recalled after charge, and 
the accused wishes their evidence to be brought before the appellate 
Court. 10 * 5 

( 5 ) Where the accused complains that a confession has been obtained 
from him by undue influence or force and w'here the trial Court 
fails to inquire into the allegations. 11 

(6) Where the accused is said to be insane and the medical or expert 
evidence has not been taken on the point. 12 

The Court of appeal has also under S. 423, the power to remand 
the w'hole case for re-trial. 12a Whether a remand under that section or 
taking additional evidence under this section is the proper procedure 
will depend upon the facts of each case; 13 but w’here an illegality in the 
conduct of the case has been committed, as for instance the non-com- 
pliance with the provisions of S. 250 or S. 342, the proper course would be 

9. (’72) 18 Sutk W R Or 31 (32) : 9 Beng L R App 31, In rc Udaichand 
Mulchopadhya. (Per Kemp, ,T.) 

9a. (’38) AIR 193S Mad 900 (902) : 40 CriL Jour 35, In rc Donald Dixon. (In such 
a case, the appellate Court should avail itself of the power under this section.) 

10. (’96) 19 Mad 375 (3S1) : 6 M L J 195, Queen-Empress v. Virasanu. (There 
was refusal to take evidence on the ground that witnesses were not material.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 585 (591) : 12 I C 961 : 36 Mad 457, Jeremiah v. Fas. 

(’83) 2 Weir 480 (480), In rc Iyachi Konc. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 412 (420) : il I C 596 (Lab), Bhagruan Kaur v. Emperor. 

(’87) 1887 Rat 347 (349), Queen-Empress v, Bhabhutgar. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 164 (107, 168) : 9 Bom L R 148 : 31 Bom 218, Emperor v, I sap 
Mahmad. 

10a. (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 438 (439) : 37 Cr. L. J. 906, Sri Krishna Prasad v. 
Emperor. (In ordering additional evidence to be taken it would be quite proper 
to direct a further examination of the accused at the same time.) 

10b. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 781 (782) : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 205 : 40 Cr. L. J. 47, Munshi 
v. Muzaffar. 

11. (’86) 1886Rat 242(244), Q?«ecu-.Ew2«'essv. Bliagi. (Case of retracted confession.) 
(’71) 8 Bom H C R Cr 126 (149), Beg. v. Kashinatli. 

(1864) 2 Bom H C R Cr 398 (399), Beg. v. Game Bapu. 

12. (1864) 1 Sutk W R Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Shcihh Mustafa. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 105 (105) : 4 I. C. 985 (Lab), Gliajju Mai v. Emperor. 

12a. (’36) AIR 1930 Pat 438(439):37Cr.L.J.906, SriKrishna Prasad v. Emperor. 

13. (’66) 2 Bom H C R Cr 395 (396, 397), Beg. v. Kalla Lahhmaji. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 862 (872) : 19 Cr. L, J. 753, Grande Venhata Bainam v. 
Corporation of Calcutta. (Case of great public importance — Re-trial was ordered.) 
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to remand the case. 14 An order setting aside the conviction and sending 
the case back for further evidence but not for complete trial is illegal. lj 

5. “Shall record its reasons.” — The provision was first 
introduced in the ISOS Code. Whenever additional evidence is now 
taken under this section reasons for the same should ho given. 1 This 
provision is a guarantee against the appellate Court exercising its 
powers arbitrarily." 

In an appeal against the conviction of an accused for possession 
of cocaine, the appellate Court sent for the Chemical Examiner’s report 
which was not tendered in evidence in the lower Court, and without 
any formal order admitting this further evidence and without recording 
the reasons for taking such additional evidence, admitted the report and 
ultimately dismissed the appeal. It was hold that the additional 
evidence ought not to have been perused in appeal unless the provisions 
of this section were complied with. 3 

It has, however, been held that the mere fact that reasons liavo 
not been recorded is not an illegality vitiating the trial and that the 
defect is curable under S.537 if it has not caused a failure of justice. 4 

6. “ Direct it to he taken by a Magistrate.” — The Court 
can only direct additional evidence to bo taken by a Magistrate. It 
cannot call for a report from such Magistrate 1 or a finding on such 
additional evidence" and act thereon, 3 nor can it send the case to the 

14. (’23) AIIl 1923 Bom 309 (310, 311, 313) : 53 Bom 578 : 31 Cr. L. J. 309, Em- 
peror v. Lahrl.man Eamshct. 

(‘25) AIR 1927 Cel 172 (172) : 2G Cr. L. .T. 313, Abdus Saviad v. Emperor. 

(1900) 2 Bom L K >712 (314), Queen-Empress v. Kasarwanji. 

15. (’30) AIR 193G Pat 43S{139):37 Cr.LJ.90G, Sri Krishna Prasad v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’21) A IP. 1921 All 193 (191) : 2G Cr.L.J. 200, II ’ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1920 Luh 303 (303) : 7 Lab 148 : 27 Cri L Jour 4G3, Dulla v. Emperor. 
('10) 11 Cr.L.J. 571 (574) : 8Ind Cas 145 (Mad), In rc Bhami Luxuman Shanbaga, 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 731 (731) : 8 Ind Cas 913 (Mad), In rc Chintalapudi Koiiah. 

(Appellate Court in admitting additional evidence did not conform to the pro- 
visions of this section — The appeal wns directed to be reheard.) 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 928 (033); 42 Mad 685: 20 Cr.L.J. 455 (SB), Varadarajulu 
Naidu v. Emperor. 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 All 193 (191) : 2G Cr.L. .T. 200, Wali Muhammad v. Emperor. 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 483 (484) : 53 Mad G38: 31 Cr.L.J. G02, Sceniah v. Abdul. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 240 (241) : 10 Ind Cas 290 (Mad), Emperor v. Karnan Bcnu. 

[See (’10) 11 Cr. L. ,T. 734 (731) : 8 I. C. 943 (Mad), In rc Chintalapudi Eotiah. 
(In this case reasons were not recorded and the judgment seemed to be influenced 
by irregularly admitted additional evidence— Rehearing of appeal was ordered.) 

Note 6 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 450 (452) : 4 Pat 201 : 27 Cri L Jour 524, Guhi Mian v. 
Emperor. (A report as to what happened in Court.) 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 75G (750) : 10 Cri L Jour 79, Muthuharuppan\.V cllaya. 
(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 240 (241): 10 Ind Cas 290 (Mad), Emperor v. Karnan Bcnu. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 310 (31G): 35 Cri L Jour 11GG, Mahammad Din v. Emperor. 

(S. 428 docs not allow tlio trinl Court to re-decide the enso.) 

(’GO) 3 Bom L R App Cr G2 (04). 

(’1G) AIR 191G Pat 219 (221): 17 Cr.L.J. 332:1 Pat L J 99, Gajanandv.Empcror. 
[See (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 582 (583): 19 Cr.L.J. 77, Bhaso Singh v. Emperor. (Appel- 
late Court ordering re-trial and at the same time directing that evidence on the 
record should be treated as evidence in the case — Held, order was irregular.)] 

3. (’1G) AIR 191G Mad 775 (775, etc.): 1G Cr.L.J, 7G7, Sudalaimuthu v. Enan. 
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police for further investigation. 4 

A Court or Magistrate who is directed to take additional evidence 
can take only such evidence as has been directed or asked to be taken, 
and not more; whereas if the case is remanded under S. 423 the accused 
is entitled to lead such additional evidence as he may desire. 6 - 


7. “Shall certify such evidence to the appellate Court,” 
etc, — Sub-clause (2). — The Magistrate directed to take additional 
evidence under this section should promptly comply with the same 1 
and certify the evidence to the appellate Court which after perusing 
the additional evidence should itself dispose of the appeal. 2 

8. Presence of accused while additional evidence is taken 

— Sub-clause (3). — Under the corresponding section of the Code 
of 1872 the presence of the appellant could be dispensed with unless 
the appellate Court otherwise directed. Under the later Codes, the 
evidence should ordinarily be taken in the presence of the accused, 
though the Court has power to dispense with such presence. 1 If the 
original trial had been with a jury or assessors, it is not necessary 
that the additional evidence should be taken in the presence of the 
jury or the assessors. 2 

9. Procedure in taking additional evidence— Sub-clause (4). 

— In taking additional evidence under this section the provisions 
contained in chapter XXV, vim., S. 353, etc., should be followed. 1 

If during the reception of the additional evidence by the Magistrate 
any offence against public justice as is mentioned under S. 195 is 

' — — x 

4. (1900) 1900 All W N 130 (130), Empress v. Maheshri. 

5. (’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 304 (305): 3 G L J 303, Mir Sarwarjan v. Emperor. 

[See also (’37) AIE 1937 Nag 285 (286):I L E (1937) Nag 541: 3S Cri L Jour 1058, 
Sheoram v. Emperor. (Appellate Court can direct the taking of further evidence 
in support of the prosecution; a fortiori it is open to the Court to direct that the 
accused persons may he given a chance of adducing further evidence — Obiter.) 

Note 7 

1. (1865) 4 Suth W E Cr Cir 1 (1): Circular No. 11 of 20th November 18G5. 

2. (’16) AIE 191G Mad 775 (77G, 778) : 1G Cr. L .J. 767, Sudalaimuthu Ghettiar 
v. Enan Saviban. 

(’15) AIK 1915 Mad 75G (756) : 1G Cri L Jour 79, Mulliuharuppan Scrvai v. Y el- 
lain ta Kudumban. 

Note 8 

1. (’28) AIE 1928 Bom 200 (200) : 52 Bom 699 : 29 Cri L Jour 972, Narayan 
Kcshav v. Emperor. (S. 342 does not apply to evidence taken under the present 
section.) 

(’06) 3 All L Jour 112?r (112a), Shoo Achal v. Emperor. 

(’91) 13 All 171 (188) : 1891 A W N 48, Queen-Empress v. Polipi. 

(’06) 3 Cr.L. J. 376 (378) : 29 Mad 100, Suryanarayana Row v. Emperor. (Accused 
cannot be compelled to be present at the time of taking additional evidence.) 

2. (’38) AIE 1938 Cal 781 (781): I L E (1938) 1 Cal 205 : 40 Cr. L. J. 47, Munshi 
v. Mvzzaffar. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 154 (159) : 11 C W N 904, Emperor v. Jasha Bewa. 

(’93) 15 All 136 (137): 1893 AWN 50, Queen-Empress v. Bam Ball. 

See also S. 285 Note 5. 

Note 9 ' 

1. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 734 (734) : 8 I. C. 943 (Mad), In rc Ghintalapudi Koliah. 
[See also (’83) 1883 AWN 226 (226), Empress v. Ashiq Hussain. (Appellate 
Court ordering that the evidence should be taken again — Memorandum of prior 
•examination should not be read out and the witness be asked if it was correct.) 
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9. Grounds held insufficient for quashing commitment. — 

The following have been held not to he grounds for quashing a 
commitment — 

(1) Where the Magistrate finds subsequent to the order of committal 
that ho should not have committed the accused. 1 

(2) Where a joint commitment is made of several accused when with 
reference to S. 233, they should have been committed separately. 
In such cases the Sessions Court can try the accused separately 
or amend the charge.- 

(3) Where the committing Magistrate acts on the evidence recorded 

by the Magistrate from whoso file the case has been transferred 
to his own Court (s. 350 applies to such a case :i ). 

(i) Where the commitment is made merely on wrong . exercise of 
discretion. 1 

(5) Whore the only evidence against the accused is the uncorroborated 
testimony of an accomplice. The reason is that acting upon such 
evidence in proper cases is not illegal/’ Where the commitment 
is made to the same Sessions Judge who gave the direction for 
prosecution of the accused for the oiVence of giving false evidence 
before him, when there is no Assistant or Additional Sessions 
Judge in the District. 0 

(cj Where the first class Magistrate who had discharged the accused 
under S. 203, committed him as per orders of the District Magistrate 
passed under S. 43G. The reason is that the order of such Magistrate 
was not without jurisdiction." 


(’S3) 1883 All W N 257 (257): G All 120, Empress v. Z aha via. (Sessions trial on a 
charge of grievous hurt — Death of person hurt during trial — Commitment qua«hed 
— Fresh inquiry for culpable homicide ordered.) 

(’83) 1S83 All W N 39 (39) : 5 All 293, Empress v. Shcodin. (Commitment quashed 
on a misjoinder of charges.) 

(’97) 1897 Ilat 925 (92G), Queen-Empress v. Daulata Dhondi. 

{' 85) 9 Korn 288 (300) (FB), Quern-Empress v. Mortan. 

(’73) 1873 Pun Ee No. 17 Cr, p. 19 (20), Crown v. Piran Dilla. 

(’32) ATE 1932 Sind 157 (159) : 2G SLR 407 : 3*4 Cr.L.J. l-l.Mani Pam v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. .T. GG (GG. G7) : 9 I. C. 3G1 (Cal), Lai Bchari Singh v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 9 (9) : 3G Cr. L. J. 175, Emperor v. Chhcdammi. (Commit- 
ment not quashed on technical grounds ns Sessions Judge had ample opportunity 
to remedy defects and quashing would have meant unnecessary delay and expense 
to accused.) 

Note 9 

1. (’85) 1S85 All W N 53 (53), Empress v. Madari. 

2. (1900) 1900 All W N 20G (20G), Queen-Empress v. SalamalnUah Khan. 

(’05) 2 Cri L .Tour 432 (433) : 7 Bom L E 457, Emperor x.Siia. 

(’03) 2G Mad 592 (594) : 2 Weir 2G2, In re Govindu. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad G12 (G12) : 17 Cr.L.J. 3G9 (3G9), In re Krishnamurthi Avuar . 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 All 45 (45, 4G):3G All 315:15 Cr.L.J. 354, Emperor v. Kanhua. 

4. (’18) AIR 191S All 29G (29G) : 19 Cri L Jour 224, Emperor v. Goda Pam. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593 (595): 57 Cal 44:30 Cr.L.J. 1107, CAT'. Pa man v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom G3(G4):5GBom 61:33 Cr.L..T.2G2, HarUIorcsliicarx. Emperor. 

(’7G) 187G Rat 110 (110), Sliolapur Sessions Judge's Letter Ko. S3S. 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 All 90 (91) : 49 All 181 : 27 Cr.L.J. 13G9, Balchand v. Emperor. 

6. (’7G) 1 Bom 311 (313), Peg. v. Gaji. (In such cases it would be better for the 
Magistrate in district where there is no Assistant or Joint Sessions Judges to try 
the case himself and if the sentence which the Magistrate can pass is insufficient, 
the Sessions Judge should refer the case for enhancement to the High Court.) 

7. (’85) 9 Bom.100 (104), Queen-Empress v. Pinja Gopal. 
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committed, such Magistrate is competent to prefer a complaint with 
reference to the same under S. 476. 2 As to the necessity of examining 
the accused after additional evidence is iaken, see Rote 9 to s. 312. 

40. Appeal or revision. — Under s.422 of the Code of lSGl, 
where a Court of appeal took additional evidence and disposed of the 
appeal, the judgment was considered to he an original judgment and 
it was held that an appeal lay against such judgment to the High 
Court on the merits . 1 The section was amended in 1SG9, and since 
then a judgment passed by the appellate Court after taking the 
additional evidence was held to he only as appellate judgment from 
which there was no appeal . 2 

A Court of revision will not interfere with an order under this 
section made by a Court of appeal unless it is satisfied that the 
appellate Court had committed an error of law which has prejudiced 
the accused on the merits . 3 

An appeal was pending before the first class Magistrate. He 
ordered some additional evidence to be taken under this section. One 
of the parties to the appeal filed a petition before the Additional 
District Magistrate who withdrew the appeal to his file and disposed 
it of without taking the additional evidence. It was held that ho had 
the power to do so and that he was not bound by the opinion of the 
first class Magistrate .' 1 It was observed that : 

"Under S. 423 the appellate Court, if it thinks additional evidence necessary, 
may take such evidence before deciding the appeal, hut there is nothing in the 
Code of Criminal Procedure or any reason to render it illegal or irregular for the 
appellate Court to dispense with such evidence if further consideration or argument 
leads the Court to the conclusion that such evidence is not necessary.” 


429.* When the Judges composing the Court 
Procedure where Judges 0 f Appeal are equally divided in 

equally divided* OpiniOD,, til© Case, TYltll their 

opinions thereon, shall he laid before another Judge 
of the same Court, and such Judge, after such hearing 

* 1882 : S. 429; 1872 : S. 271 para. 8; 1861— Nil. 


(’21) AIR 1921 All 215 (216) : 27 Cri L Jour 813, Nagina v. Emperor. (Using 
evidence under S. 288.)] 

2. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr G4 (GG), Queen v. Buhtcar Maifaras. 

Note 10 

1. (1SG5) 2 Suth W R Cr 13 (14, 24), Queen v. Mohesh Ghundcr. 

2. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 33 (34), In re Dliunobur Ghosc. 

(1900) 27 Cal 372 (375) : 4 C IV N 497, Queen-Empress v. Isahalc, (Under S. 422 
before the amendment of 1869, appellate Court was required to pass such judg- 
ment or sentence or order as it deemed fit but this is not the case now. The appel- 
late Court has now only to proceed to dispose of the appeal.) 

(’69) G Bom H C R Cr 64 (66), Beg. v. Nantanram U Itcimram. (Do.) 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat_526 (530) : 2G Cr. L. J. \m,-Alchtar Hussain v. Emperor. 
(Order admitting additional evidence was not interfered with.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 272 (272, 273) : 19 Cr. L. J. 902 : 3 Pat L Jour 632, Mahomed v. 
Emperor. (Revisional Court set aside thoorder refusing to takeadditional evidence,) 

4. (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 329 (330) : 31 Mad 277 : 18 M L J 89, In re AlaguAmbalam. 
See also S. 407 Note 4. 
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Section 429 
Note 1 


(if any) as lie thinks fit, shall deliver his opinion, and 
the judgment or order shall follow such opinion. 


Synopsis 

1. Scope and applicability of the section. 


2. "Case.” 


3. “Judgment or order shall follow such opinion.” 

4. Appeal. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Death or transportation — Difference of 
view ns to — Effect. Sec Note 3. 

Difference of view — No ground for ac- 
quittal. See Note 3. 

Inapplicability to bails. Sec Note 1. 

Inapplicability to revisions under sec- 
tion 107, Government of India Act. 
See Noto 1. 

Legislative changes. See Note 1. 

Letters Patent. See Notes 1 and 4. 

No reference to Full Bench by the third 
Judge. Sec Note 1. 

Reference under S. 307. See Note 1. 


Revisions — Section 439. Sec Note 1. 

Scope of enquiry before third Judge. 
See Note 2. 

Section 195 — Inapplicability of this 
section to. See Note 1. 

Several accused — Difference of view as 
to one only. See Note 2. 

Third Judge not to disagree on agreed 
points. See Note 2. 

Whole ease is before third Judge and 
not merely points of difference. See 
Note 2. 


4. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section 
provides for tho procedure to be followed where the Judges of the 
Court of appeal are equally divided in opinion. This provision was 
first introduced in the Code of 1S72. Before that year such cases were 
governed by the Letters Patent. Under the Letters Patent before its 
amendment in 192S tho opinion of tho senior Judge prevailed and no 
reference to a third Judge was allowed. 1 As regards the amendment 
in 192S, see Letters Patent (Calcutta), clause 30. 

Tho section applies not only to appeals but also to revision 
petitions by virtue of S. 439, sub-s.(l)." 

Tho same procedure has been provided for such cases in a 
reference under s. 37S for confirmation of death sentence. The principle 
of this section applies to a reference under S. 307 . a 

The powers conferred by tho Code under s. 195, sub-s.(G) (now 
repealed)' 1 or over applications for hail 5 are not, however, part of the 
appellate and revisional jurisdiction conferred under Chapters XXXI 
and XXXII of the Code and consequently, where there is a difference 
of opinion this section does not apply; but clause 30 of the Letters 
Patent applies. 

Section 429 — Note 1 

1. (’70) 2 N W P II C R 117 (119, 121) (FB), Queen v. Nyn Singh. 

(’OS) 10 Sutli W R Cr 45 (45) : 2 Beng L R 25 (FB), Queen v. Kasim Thahoor. 

2. (’32) 1932 Mad WN 873(888), Kunhambu v. Local Fund Overseer, Ghiralchal. 

3. (’91) 15 Bom 452 (474, 475), Quccn-Emprcss v. Dada Ana. (It is the just and 
the best procedure to follow.) 

[Sec also (’00) 3 Cr. L. J. 371 (374) : 29 Mad 91, Emperor v. Chcllan. 

(’77) 1 Cal L Rep 275 (275, 287), Empress v. Mtilchun Kumar.] 

4. (’10) AIR 1910 Mad 1110 (1119): 39 Mad 750 : 13 Cr. L. J. 209 (FB), Bapu v. 
Bapu. (Application to High Court to revoke a sanction granted by lower Court 
or to give sanction refused by it.) 

[Sec (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 19 (20) : 13 I. C. 211 (Mad), Muthuvarapu Scshiah v. 
Gatram Bamiah. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 291(292, 293): 14 I. C. 755 (Cal), MathuraSahu v. Damri Bam.] 

5. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 409 (413): 1 I. C. 910 : 36 Cal 174. Jamini Mulliclc v. Emperor. 
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It was held that this section did not apply to revision petitions 
preferred to the High Court under S. 107 of the Government of India 
Act of 1915 as such petitions were outside the powers conferred by the 
Code. Such cases were governed by the Letters Patent . 0 Under s, 221 
of the Government of India Act of 1935 the High Court has no 
rovisional jurisdiction over the judicial orders of subordinate Courts. 

A third Judge to whom reference is made, under this section, 
cannot make a reference to a Full Bench . 7 

2, “Case.” — Where upon a difference of opinion between two 
Judges the ‘case’ is laid before a third Judge, the icholc case is referred 
to a third Judge and not merely the point or points upon which the 
J iiclgcs di ffer ; it is the duty of the third Judge to consider all the points 
involved before he gives his opinion . 1 Tho third Judge should not, 
however, differ on a point on which both the referring Judges agreed unless 
there are strong grounds to do so. Such cases may occur where the 
Judges are agreed that an accused cannot be acquitted but differ whether 
he ought to be convicted or whether a now trial should be ordered , 2 or 
where they are agreed that the accused is guilty but disagree on a 
subsidiary point, c. g., a consequential order under S.517 of tho Code . 3 

In cases, however, where there are two or more accused, and the 
Judges are agreed in opinion with regard to one of them, but are 
divided as regards the others, the case which is laid before the third 
Judge is only the case of the accused with regard to whom there is a 
difference of opinion . 4 

3. “ Judgment or order shall follow such opinion. ” — 

Where a case is referred to a third Judge, he is entitled to give his 
own opinion, and it will bo according to such opinion that judgment 
will follow . 1 He need not necessarily decide tho case according to the 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 417 (419) : 47 Cal 438 : 21 Cr. L. J. 25, Motiram Bewail 
v. Mrijan Sardar. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 824 (829) : 22 Cr. L. J. 99, India Iron and Steel Co., Ltd. v. 
Banso Gopal Tctuari. 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1010 (1045, 1046) : 26 Cr. L. J. 915, Islian Chandra 
Samanta v. Hridoy Krishna Bose. 

Note 2 

1. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 515 (517, 518) : 7 I. C. 641 : 38 Cal 202, Sarat Chandra v. 
King-Emperor. 

(’32) 1932 Mad IV N 873 (8S8, 889,) Kunhambu v. Local Fund Overseer, Cliira- 
lelcal. (Per Pandalai, J.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 177 (182) : 51 Bom 310 : 28 Cri L Jour 373, Sejmal Punan- 
chand v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 225 (241): 31 Cr. L. J. 1026, Mohamcd Yusuf v. Emperor. 
(A reference under S. 9 (c) of the Sind Courts Act.)] 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 862 (870) : 19 Cri L Jour 753, Grande Yenhata Batnam v. 
Corporation of Calcutta. 

[See (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 225 (241) : 31 Cri L Jour 1026, Mohammad Yusuf v. 
Emperor. (Question ns to sentences to be passed was referred.)] 

3. (’32) 1932 Mad W N 873 (891), Kunhambu v. Local Fund Overseer, Chiralchal. 
(Per Waller, J.) 

4. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 515 (517, 518) : 7 Ind Cas 641 : 38 Cal 202, Sarat Chandra 
Mitra v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 513 (520) : 32 Cri L Jour 868 , Ahmad Slier v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 515 (517, 518) : 7 Ind Cas 641 : 38 Cal 202, Sarat Chandra 
v. Emperor. 
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Section 429 
Notes 3-5 


Section 430 


opinion of the Judge who was in favour of an acquittal , 2 Where the 
Judges are agreed as to the guilt of the accused in a murder case hut 
differ as to whether the sentence should be one of transportation for 
life or of death, the High Court of Calcutta has held that the fact that 
there is such a difference of opinion is itself a ground for holding that 
the death penalty should not be awarded, though the rule is not an 
inflexible ono and cannot be considered to prevent the third Judge to 
whom a reference is made under this section, from considering the caso 
for himself and to judge for himself whether death penalty should or 
should not be given. 3 

4. Appeal, — Under clause 41 of the Letters Patent no appeal 
lies to the Privy Council, from the judgment of a Judge of a High 
Court on a reference to him on difference between two other Judges 
of the same Court. 1 


430 .* Judgments and orders passed by an 
Finality of orders Appellate Court upon appeal shall be 
on appeal. final, except in the cases provided for 

in section 417 and Chapter xxxii. 

4. Scope of the section. — Sections 407 to 415A, provide for 
appeals against convictions, and S. 417 for appeals against acquittals, in 
trials. An appeal is, to all intents and purposes, a trial. 1 Therefore, in 
the absence of a specific provision to the contrary, it would be open to 
contend that a conviction by an appellate Court is also open to appeal 
under the said provisions. This section is intended to negative such a 
result and provides that an appellate judgment or order is final, la 
subject to the provisions of S. 417 and chapter XXXII (revision). A 
sentence is said to bo final when it cannot be sot aside or interfered 
with in any manner by any Court. 2 

* 1882 : S. 430; 1872 : S. 285; 1861 : S. 428. 

2. See (’S7) 18S7 All W X 125 (127), Empress v. Btindu. (Dissenting from 1886 
All W N 275.) 

See also S. 378 Note 2. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 193 (198) : 31 Cr. L. J. S17, Emperor v. Dulcari Chandra. 
See also S. 378 Note 3. 

Note 4 

1. (’13) 14 Cr. L. .7. G72 (G72) : 21 Incl Cas 912 (Cal), Atauar Singh v. Emperor. 

Section 430 — Note 1 

1. See Note 18 to S. 423. 

la. See the cases cited in the following foot-notes. 

[See also (’73) 1S73 Pun Re No. GCr,p.(G), In rc a reference from Commissioner, 
Bawalpindi. (Case under the Code of 1872— No appeal from appellate Court’s 
order enhancing sentence.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 473 (474) : 45 All 143 : 24 Cri L Jour 7GG, Kale v. Emperor. 
(High Court has no power to review its own order dismissing a criminal appeal 
and confirming the conviction and sentence.) 

(’GO) 5SuthWRCrGl(G3,G4): Bong L R Sup Vol 43G, Queen v. Godai Baout. (Do.) 
(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 2 (2), InrcKrishno Churn and Molicram of Assam. (Do.) 
(’72) 17 Suth IV R Cr 47 (47, 49) : 9 Bong L R G, Queen v. Chandra Jugi. (Do.)] 

2. (’86) 12 Cal 53G (538), Dular Dat Bai v. Nijbal Hosein. 
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This section does not, in any way, affect the provisions of s. 369, 
which, by force of s. 424, is applicable to judgments in appeals also. 

Beading the two sections together, as they ought to bo, it follows 
that an appellate Court, like the trial Court, cannot alter or review its 
own judgment or order. Nor is such judgment or order open to any 
further appeal except as provided by section 417. 

The question has arisen as to whether a judgment given in an 
appeal without hearing the appellant or his pleader is a bar to the Court 
reconsidering the matter subsequently either by directly reviewing 
its previous decision or by way of entertaining a fresh appeal or 
application for the same purpose. The answer to the question depends 
largely upon a consideration of the provisions of ss. 421 and 423. Section 
421 lays down the conditions, on the fulfilment of which an appellate 
Court is entitled to dismiss an appeal summarily. Tlieso conditions 
vary with two classes of appeals, which may, for the sake of convenience 
of expression, be called jail appeals, that is, appeals which are 
presented through the officer in charge of the jail and non-jail appeals 
which would include all other appeals. 

As regards jail appeals, S.421 requires the Court to peruse the 
petition of appeal and the copy of the judgment under appeal beforo 
dismissing it. If this is done, the judgment of dismissal is final and 
cannot, under the provisions S. 369, be altered or reviewed by the same 
Court, as for example, by entertaining a fresh appeal or application in 
respect of the same matter , 3 even though the appellant was actually 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 423 (420) : 20 Cri L Jour 1313, Iiam Aider v. Emperor. 
(Dissenting from AIR 1916 Oudli S3.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Oudli 371 (375) : 41 Cr. L. J. 6S2, lit. Raj Kinnari v. Emperor. 
(Jail appeal summarily dismissed — Dismissal order becomes final as soon as it 
is dated and signed — Affixing of Court’s seal by Bench reader is ministerial act 
and not quasi-judicial and is not essential to create finality — Represented appeal 
filed subsequent to aforesaid order is not maintainable — Dissenting from AIR 
1916 Oudli 85.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Oudb 369 (371) : 41 Cri L .Tour 711, Jodha v. Emperor. (A repre- 
sented appeal under llio provisions of S. 419 is not maintainable after a jail 
appeal filed under the provisions of S. 420 has been summarily dismissed.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Rang 392 (393) : 41 Cri L Jour 108 : 1940 RLR 145, The King v. 
Kga Ba Sain. (Recommendation for enhancement of sentence of accused mndo 
after his jail appeal ngainst conviction has been dismissed summarily — Accused 
is not again entitled to show cause against his conviction — He can only show 
cause against enhancement of sentence.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 219 (222):37 Cr.L.J. 362:12 Luck 30, Ram Jas v. Emperor. 
(Summary dismissal of a jail appeal is a bar to a subsequent entertainment of 
another appeal presented by the same prisoner through counsel.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 409 (410) : 46 Cal 60 : 20 Cr.L.J. 205, Rajah Ali v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 426 (427):40 Mad 382 : 24 Cr. L. J. 439, Eunhahamad Haji 
v. Emperor. (Dismissal of jail appeal as time-barred — Decision is one on tho 
■ merits.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 178 (179):48 All 208:26 Cr.L.J. 1621, Emperor v. Mcwa Ram. 
(In tbis case the High Court under its revisional jurisdiction set aside the order 
of dismissal of appeal passed by the Sessions Judge.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 480 (481):44 All 759:23 Cr.L.J. 505, Khialiv. Emperor. (There 
cannot be more than one judicial determination upon the question raised by the 
appeal.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 56 (56) : 23 Cri L Jour 148 : 24 Oudh Cas 304, Gaya Din v. 

Emperor. (Dissenting from AIR 191G Oudh 85.) 

(’82) 2 Weir 475 (475), In rc Naga. 
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section 530 not heard in the matter. 4 The reason is that in jail appeals this section 
Note 1 does not make it essential that the appellant should be heard before 
the appeal is dismissed. 6 On the other hand, where the Court dismisses 
a jail appeal without perusing the petition of appeal or the copy of the 
judgment accompanying it, it will be acting without jurisdiction and 
the dismissal is not a valid judgment or order which is entitled to that 
finality which is conferred on judgments by s. 3G9; a subsequent appeal 
or application in respect of the same matter is open to consideration 
on its merits. 6 

As regards non-jail appeals, S. 421 imposes an additional duty on 
the appellate Court, besides that of a perusal of the petition of appeal 
and of the copy of the judgment appealed against ; and that is, that the 
appellant or his pleader should have had a reasonable opportunity of 
being heard in support of the appeal, before it is dismissed summarily. 
Where these conditions are satisfied and the appeal is dismissed, the 
dismissal is final and cannot be reconsidered in any manner such as the 
entertainment of a fresh appeal or application for the same purpose, 7 
even though the appellant or his pleader was absent at the hearing and 
was consequently not heard. 8 But where no such opportunity has been 
given, the dismissal of the appeal would be without jurisdiction and 
will not bar a reconsideration of the matter. 0 

Where an appeal is not summarily dismissed under S. 421, the 
Court is bound to give notice to the parties under S. 422, send for the 
records of the case from the lower Court, peruse the same, and hear 
the parties if they appear, before making a final order in the appeal. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 42G (427) : 37 Cri L Jour 58 : 14 Pat 392, Pern Maliton v. 
Emperor. (The Code does not confer more than one right of nppeal.) 

[See however (’34) AIR 1934 All 988 (9S8) : 36 Cr, L. J. 300, Lachhman Ghamar 
v. Emperor. (It is the practice of the Allahabad High Court that a summary 
dismissal of jail appeal does not debar an appeal by a pleader.)] 

. 4. (’2G) AIR 192G Mnd 420 (420) : 27 Cr. L. J. 184, In re Arumugha Padayachi. 

5. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 42G (432) : 24 Cri L Jour 439 : 4G Mad 382, Kunaliamad 
Eaji v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 42G (427) : 37Cr.L. J.58 : 14 Pat 392, Pern Mali ton v. Emperor. 

6. See (’34) AIR 1934 All 20G (207) : 5G All 299 : 35 Cr. L. J. 441, Bansgopal v. 
Emperor. (Appeal filed without copy of judgment dismissed — Held, the order of 
dismissal amounted to order of rejection of appeal and therefore appeal could be 
reheard.) 

7. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 84 (85) : 29 S L R 203 : 36 Cr. L. J. 831 (F B), Shahu v. 
Emperor. 

(’95) 19 Bom 732 (734), Queen-Empress v. Bhimappa. (Dismissal on the ground 
of limitation — The dismissal must be deemed to have been made after persual of 
the petition and judgment.), 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 329 (330) : G Bom L R 360, Emperor v. Baghunath Bamchandra. (Do.) 

8. (’26) AIR 1926 Lali 19G (497) : 27 Cri L Jour 23, Nasar Muhammad Elian v. 
Eara Singh. (The order dismissing the appeal summarily did not even state that 
there was no sufficient ground for interference as required hy S. 421.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 84 (8G) : 29 S. L. R. 203 : 3G Cri L Jour 831 (FB), Shahu V. 
Emperor. 

(’79) 4 Bom 101 (103), Empress v. Mahomed Yasin. (Even if the records are not 
called for.) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. 48 (48), Nihala v. Empress. 

9. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 710 (711) : 16 I. C. 518 (Mad), Banga Bao v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 355 (35G) :26 CriL Jour 1169, Muhammad Sadig v. Emperor. 
(’73) 7 Mad H C R App xsix (xxix). (Such power should be sparingly used.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 710 (711) : 1G I. C. 518 (Mad), Banga Bow v. Emperor, (But 
a revision petition dismissed for default cannot be reheard!) 
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If these conditions are fulfilled the judgment or order of the appellate 
Court is not open to reconsideration by the same Court and is final. 
The fact that the parties or their pleaders were not present notwith- 
standing the opportunity given to them, and were consequently not 
heard, does not affect the finality of the appellate judgment or order . 10 
But where the conditions of Ss. 422 and 423 are not fulfilled, as where 
an appeal is dismissed merely for default of appearance of the 
parties , 11 or when no notice has been given to the parties as to the 
date and place of hearing , 12 or the parties though present are not 
heard, the judgment will be without jurisdiction and will not be a 
' bar to a subsequent reconsideration of the same matter. 

Where a convicted person has preferred both a jail appeal and 
an appeal through a pleader and both of them are pending and the 
Court dismisses the former summarily in ignorance of the latter appeal, 
still, it cannot set aside the order of dismissal , 13 but the High Court 
in revision can set aside such order . 133 

It has been held by the High Courts of Madras and Bombay that 
the dismissal of an appeal under S. 421 on the ground that the appeal 
is barred by limitation is a valid judgment and is final . 14 A contrary 
view has however been expressed in the undermentioned case . 15 It is 
submitted that the latter view is incorrect. 

A was charged with offences under ss. 302 and 304 of the Penal 
Code. At the trial, he was acquitted of the offence under s. 802 and 
was convicted of the offence under S. 304. A’s appeal against his 
conviction under s. 304 was dismissed by the High Court. Then the 
Provincial Government appealed against a’s acquittal of the offence 
under S. 302 : It was held that the order of the High Court passed in A’s 

10. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 297 (298) : 26 Cri L Jour 419, Eabir Shah v. Emperor. 
(Not clear from facts as to whether party was given notice probably he was given.) 

11. (’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 553 (554): 2 I. C. 247 : 5 Nag L R 76, Ratanchand v. Emperor. 
(Order of dismissal was held not to be a judgment and hence S. 369 was held to 
be inapplicable.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 426 (432, 433) : 46 Mad 382 : 24 Cri L Jour 439, Kunhahamad 
Saji v. Emperor. (When criminal appeal or revision is dismissed for default of 
appearance, there is no decision on merits and therefore there is no proper dis- 
posal of it according to law and the Court may re-hear it.) 

(’09) 3 Ind Cas393 (394):10 Cr.L.J .287 (Cal), Bxblmti Molian Roy v. Dasimonidassi. 
[, See also (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 409 (410) : 46 Cal 60 : 20 Cri L Jour 265, Bajab AH 
v. Emperor .] 

See also S. 423 Note 4. 

12. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 409 (410): 46 Cal 60 : 20 Cr.L.J. 265, Bajab Ali v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 553 (554, 555) : 5 N L R 76 : 2 1. C. 247. Batcmchand v. Emperor. 

13. (’26) AIR 1926 All 178 (179) : 48 All 208 : 26 Cri L Jour 1621, Emperor v. 
Mciua Bam. (Although in such a case Court dismissing the appeal has no power 
to set aside the dismissal, the High Court has such a power in exercise of its 
revisional jurisdiction.) 

13a. (’26) AIR 1926 All 178 (179) : 48 All 208 : 26 Cri L Jour 1621, Emperor v. 
Metoa Bam. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 373 (373) : 3 A L J 693, Bhawani Behai v. Emperor. 

14. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 426 (427) : 46 Mad 382 : 24 Cr.L.J. 439, Kunhahamad 
Eaji Y, Emperor. 

(’95) 19 Bom 732 (734), Queen-Empress v. Bhimappa. 

15. (’34) AIR 1934 All 206 (207) : 56 All 299 : 35 Cri L Jour 441, Bansgopal v. 
Emperor. (The appeal was dismissed for failure to file copy of judgment — E eld 
the appeal must be described as rejected and not dismissed in such cases.) 
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appeal from his conviction under S. 304 did not preclude the High 
Court from hearing the appeal against his acquittal . 10 See also the 
undermentioned decision . 17 

2. Temporary dismissal of appeal.— The temporary dismissal 
of an appeal is a procedure unknown to the law. An appellate Cqurt 
cannot, therefore, dismiss an appeal till the decision ,of a civil suit 
between the parties . 1 The appellate Court can, however, postpone the 
decision of an appeal in suitable cases . 2 

3. Effect of dismissal of appeal on application under section 439 

for enhancement of sentence. — See Notes to section 439. 

16. (’32) AIR 1932 Nng 121 (123, 124) : 28 Nag L R 233 : 33 Or. L. J. 849 (FB), 
Mohammadi Gul Eohilla v. Emperor. (Overruling AIR 1932 Nag 73.) 

See also S. 417 Note 3. 

17. (’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 39G (397) : 41 Cr. L. J. 725, Emperor v. Madho Singh. 
(Appellate Court in course of hearing of appeal ordering that evidence of certain 
witnesses should be recorded by trial Court — Appellate Court then disposing of 
appeal though such evidence not recorded — Procedure irregular.) 

Note 2 

1. (’IS) AIR 1918 All 247 (248) : 19 Cri L Jour 358 (359), Laclihmi Narain v. 
Bindraban, 

2. (’IS) APR 1918 All 247 (248) : 19 Cri L Jour 35S (359), Laclihmi Narain v. 

Bindraban, See also S. 421 Note 1. 
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A. I. R. COMMENTARIES JUDICIALLY NOTICED 


A. I. R. 1950 Oudh 305 at 307 = 

I. L. R, 45 Luck. 537 at 543. 

Learned counsel for the respondent has 
referred to Chitaley ’s Indian Limitation 
A.ct, 193S Edn., at p. 053 where lie says : 

Thus, where a person admits tho 

the admission.’ 

(In the present ease the balance is proved 
by tho evidence of the claimant and its exis- 
tence is not denied in the written statement.) 
Reference has also been made to a passage 
on p. 60S which runs as follows : 

‘Thus, an acknowledgment of a debt need 
not specify any precise sum as due’.” 

A. I. R. 1950 Peshawar 24 at 25. 

“At Note 10 to O. 21 , E. 15 of Cliitaley’s 
Civil Procedure Code (2nd Edn.) the follow- 
ing comments are made as regards the right 
of appeal against an order made under o. 21, 
E. 15 : 

‘The question whether of the 

non-applicant decree-holder’.” 

A. I. R. 4950 Allahabad 263 at 266 = 

I. L. R. (1940) All. 396 at 406. 

“In Chitaley’s Criminal Procedure Code, 
(1st Edn.), Vol. 1, p. 797, the learned com- 
mentators say : ‘It is Evidence Act.’ 

I agree with their conclusion.” 

A. I. R. 4939 Oudh 284 at 285 = 

I. L. R. 15 Luck. 19 at 23. 

“I take the following passage based on 
various rulings from p. 701 of Chitaley’s 
Commentary on the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure (1st Edn.) : ‘On the making of an 
Section 517’.” 

A. I. R. 1939 Oudh 116 at 117 = 

I. L. R. 44 Luck. 538 at 541. 

“A reference to the Notes to o. 40, E. 1 on 
the subject of the appointment of a receiver 
in execution proceedings both in Chitaley’s 
Code of Civil Procedure (2nd Edn.) and the 
latest edition of Katju and Das’s Code of 
Civil Procedure makes it quite' clear that 
there is no such principle as the one sug- 
gested by learned counsel.” 

A. I. R. 1939 Oudh 86 at 89. 

“According to Chitaley, (Civil Procedure 
Code) 2nd Edn. Vol. 1, p. 517, Note 7 : 

‘A debt debt’.” 


A. I. R, 1939 Lahore 356 at 357. 

“As pointed out in A I R 1921 Lab 369 and 
AIR 192S All 236 the absence of a shifting 
balance is not decisive : see also cases col- 
lected in Chitaley’s Limitation Act, (1st 
Edn.) vol. 2, p. 1362 ei seq.” 

A. I. R. 4938 Peshawar 4 at 5. 

“The general result of this conflict has 
been clearly set out in Note No. 9 of the com- 
mentary on that Rule (viz.; O. 22, E. 4) in 
Chitaley’s Code of Civil Procedure (2nd 
Edn.) and virtually all the cases which have 
been referred to in the course of that Note 
have been cited before us as well as some 
other rulings in addition.” 

A. I. R. 1938 Oudh 146 at 147 = 

I. L. R. 14 Luck. 146 at 418. 

“As has been pointed out in Chitaley’s 
discussion of this matter in his Notes to 
S. 115 at pages 924 and 925 of vol. 1, Edn. 2 of 
tho Civil P. C., the Allahabad view originally 
depended on a distinction between cases in 
which the application had been rejected and 
cases where it had been accepted.” 

A. I. R. 1938 Oudh 45 at 47 and 48 = 

I, L. R. 13 Luck. 689 at 693 and 695. 

“The learned counsel (for appellant) main- 
tained that that ease stands alone, and he 
has pointed out to us that in the Common- ' 
tary on the Civil Procedure Code by Chitaley 
and Annaji Rao this case is submitted to 
have been wrongly decided : vide the Com- 
mentary, Vol. 1, (Edn. 2), p. 478, (Note 9. 
F. N. 4). 

‘In my opinion, the contention of the 
learned counsel for the appellant must be 
accepted’.” 

A. I. R. 1938 Nagpur 122 at 123. = 

I. L. R. 1938 Nag. 106 at 108. 

“It was assumed by the Taxing Judge 
(Bose J.) in his order of reference that the 
present case was similar because ha assumed 
that there was no difference for these pur- 
poses between a plaint and a memorandum 
of appeal. This we think is wrong although 
there are a larger number of rulings collected 
at p. 44 of Vol. l of Chitaley’s Civil Proce- 
dure Code (2nd Edn.) which take that view.” 
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A. I. R. Commentaries Judicially Noticed 


A. I. R, 1938 Lahore 355 at 346. 

“Tlie learned counsel for tlio present res- 
pondents also quoted A. I. R. 1932 All. MG, 
A. I. R. 1933 All. 2G4 (a judgment by a Full 
Bench, one member of which was the pre- 
sent Hon’ble Chief Justice of the Lahoro 
High Court) and the remarks in the Com- 
mentary of Mr. Chitaley’s Criminal Proce- 
dure Code, (ist Edn.) Vol. l, p. G7G.” 

A. I. R. 1938 Lahore 220 at 222. 

“(The amended Rule will be found printed 
at pp. 252-3 of Chitaloy’s Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure, Edn. 2.)” 

A. I. R. 1938 Calcutta 730 at 733 = 

I. L. R. (1939) 1 Cal. 112 at 120. 

“The expression ‘other cause of a like 
nature’ has been the subject of various deci- 
sions, most of which will be found men- 
tioned in Chitaloy’s Limitation Act (1st 
Edn., 1938), pp. 5G7 to 572.” 

A. I. R. 1938 Calcutta 287 at 289 & 290= 
I. L. R. (1938) 1 Cal. 53 at 68 and 60. 

“In the Note to Messrs. Chitaley and 
Annaji Rao’s Code of Civil Procedure, (2nd 
Edn.) at p. 1SS8, I find the following com- 
ment : ‘The first .... parties’. 

‘The learned authors of Chitaley and 
Annaji Rao’s Code of Civil Procedure in the 
paragraph to which I have already referred, 
appear to me to sum up in a few words the 
substance of the decisions’.” 

A. I. R. 1937 Rangoon 391 at 392. 

“The learned authors of the Code of Cri- 
minal Procedure by Chitaley and Annajirao, 
Edn. i, Vol. 1, at p. 200 say : ‘Thus an ... . 
Proviso.’ 

‘I agree with this view.’” 

A. I. R. 1937 Peshawar 81 at 81. 

“Learned counsel has been unable to show 
me auy decided case in which action of that 
nature amounts to a public nuisance, and 
the Conpjmtayy in Chitaley’s Civil Proce- 
c f[ufe' Code (2nd Edn.) certainly indicates the 
7qo^t0i^.3O • 

A. I. R. 1937 Peshawar 51 at 51. 

' “9 $$' 14S0 $ Chitaley’s commentary 
oh the' Civil Procedure Code (Edn. l) it is 
noted that ‘where a plaint is presented on 
. the -re - open i update after court- holidays and 


the period of limitation has expire Juri a? 
the holidays, tho fact that the ground of 
exemption under S. 4, Limitation Act, was 
not specifically mentioned in the plaint will 
not entail the dismissal of the suit inasmuch 
as the Court is bound to take judicial notice of 
the holidays.’ This note is supported by re- 
ference to rulings in Nagpur, Lahore, Madras 
and Calcutta Courts, though a Calcutta ruling 
to contrary is also noted. The proposition as 
stated appears to me to be correct.”' 

A. I. R, 1937 Peshawar 13 at 15. 

“In this connexion we may quoto the 
following .Note No. 4 from Mr. Chitaley’s 
Commentary (2nd Edn. p. 1855) under R. 53 
which is as follows : ‘Other decrees. — A 
decree this rule’.” 

A. I. R. 1937 Oudh 581 at 583 = 

I. L. R. 13 Luck. 560 at 565 & 566. 

“Messrs. Chitaley and Annaji Rao in 
their Commentary on the Code (2nd Edn. 
p. 2347) express -the opinion that the present 
cl. (d) of R. 5 of o. 33 gives effect to the view 
taken in the Full Bench decision of the 
Allahabad High Court reported in 7 All GGl, 
and other cases.” 

A. I. R. 1937 Nagpur 268 at 269 = 

I. L. R. 1937 Nag. 519 at 520. 

“It appears ’that the weight of authority 
is in favour of tho .view that tho Appellate 
Court has such powers. The dissentients 
from that view are limited to the High 
Courts of Allahabad and Rangoon and the 
Chief Court of Oudh : See also Chitaley and 
Rao’s Code of Civil Procedure, (2nd Edn.) 
Vol. I, page 712.” 

A. I, R. 1937 Nagpur 216 at 217 = 

I. L. R. 1938 Nag. 280 at 282. 

“In Chitaley and Rao’s Civil Procedure 
Code, Edn. 2, p. 2091 under O. 22, R. l, it is 
remarked : 

‘If, in the first Court, tho 

, . . . either party.’ 

‘ I agree with' these remarks which would 
apply to a dismissal of the suit in appeal. It 
is further remarked on the authority of 
34 Mad loo. cit. that the appeal cannot be 
continued even in respect of costs or other 
relief which are merely incidental to the 
main reliefs. I accordingly uphold the con- 
tention of the respondent’.” 
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(7) ‘Whore a civil suit is pending in respect of a document in connexion 
with which the accused had been committed by the Civil Judge 
under S. 47S, for using a forged document. 5 In such cases it would, 
however, be desirable to postpone further criminal proceedings 
till the decision of the civil suit. 9 

(S) Irregularities of procedure before the Magistrate who transfers 
the case to a superior Magistrate under S. 319 do not vitiate the 
committal by the latter Magistrate. 1 " 

(9) Where the commitment for trial in one and the same case of 
some accused is for robbery and of some for receiving property 
stolon in that robbery. 51 

(10) Where the commitment is made by a Civil Court (as opposed to 

Military Court) of a British horn European soldier, on proceedings 
taken at the request and consent of military authorities. 1 " 

(11) Commitment in two different cases, for offences under S. 193, Penal 

Code in one, and under ss. 471 and 109 of the same Code in another, 
in respect of the same act, though it is not desirable that there 
should be two trials in respect of the same act. 13 

(12) Non-observance of the provisions of s. 3C0, before the committing 

Magistrate and partly before the. Court of Session. 11 

(13) After the commitment to the Sessions, the fact that graver charges 

triable by the Court of Session have been withdrawn is no ground 
for quashing the commitment in respect of the minor charges 
triable by the Magistrate and thereby take away the right of trial 
by jury. 15 

(14) Omission to issue notice under s. 204, where the accused is 

present-. 10 

(le) Where the case is triable by a Court of Session, the mere fact that 
the Magistrate did not give reasons for commitment when there 
was a specially empowered Magistrate who could try the case. 17 
(1C) Where an approver whose pardon has been withdrawn has been 
committed, the mere fact that he was examined as a witness only 


8. (’94) 18 Bom 581 (5S4), In re Dcuji Bhawani. 

9. (’94) 2 Weir 2G0 (201), Sankarayya v. Karala Subba Aiya. 

10. (’87) 1887 Bat 350 (353), Queen-Empress v. Bapuda. 

11 . (’97) 181)7 Bat 915 (915), Queen-Empress v. Raghu. 

12. (’74) 22 Suth -W K Gr 20 (24) : 13 Beng L R 474, Queen v. William Jackson, 

13 . (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 010 (610, 011) : 26 Cr.L. J. 1567, Emperor v.Gajadhar. 

14. (’25) AIR 1925 Cat 928 (928, 929): 20 Cr.L. J. 121 G,Abdur Rahim v. Emperor. 
(Recall of witnessed, in whose respect provisions of S. 300 were not complied with 
was ordered.) 

15. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 199 (200) : 2S Cr. L. J. 141, Emperor v. MonmothaNath. 

16. (’19) AIR 1919 Lah 389(390):20 Cr.L.J.3:1919 P R No. 5 Cr , Emperor v. Mt.Rari. 

17. (’34) AIR 1934 Lah 326 (327), Indoo v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR, 1918 Nag 141 (142) : 20 Cr. L. J. 97, Emperor v. Hanuman. (The com- 
mitting Magistrate himself was specially empowered in this case.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Bom 237 (238) : 14 Cri L Jour 609 (610) : 38 Bom 114, Emperor v. 
Nanji Samal. (Case exclusively triable by Court of Session.) 

(See also (’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 139 (140) : 37 Cri L Jour 852, Emperor v. Maaan 
Lai. (Commitment of case exclusively triable by Sessions Court is legal — Com- 
mitment cannot be quashed merely because committing Magistrate could give 
sufficient punishment under S. 30.) 
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in the preliminary enquiry and not in the trial before the Sessions 
Judge or the fact that the pardon had been withdrawn by the 
District Magistrate and not by the Sessions Judge is not a ground 
for quashing the commitment. 18 

(17) The fact that some of the co-accused are not yet arrested. 19 

(18) The fact that the evidence is doubtful 20 or that it is insufficient 21 

or that the evidence is not direct but circumstantial. 22 The test 
to he applied, in such cases to decide whether a committal ought 
or ought not to he made on the facts, is this — assuming that the 
whole evidence telling against the accused is true, is there a case 
which a Judge at a trial could leave to a jury ? If the evidence 
is such that the Judge would have been bound to rule that there 
was no evidence on which a jury could convict, then a committal 
ought not to he made. If there was any evidence which called 
for an answer — however great the preponderance in favour of the 
prisoner might be — then the committal was proper. 23 

(19) Where the Magistrate discharged the accused but subsequently 

becoming aware of the presence of another witness, cancelled his 
order of discharge, took further evidence and committed the 
accused. It was held there was no prejudice to the accused. 21 

(20) Records disclosing only an offence triable by the Magistrate him- 

self 25 or an offence other than the one charged. 20 

(21) The order for further enquiry under S. 437, which ended in the 

commitment being made without notice to the accused. 27 

(22) Not examining the defence witnesses under S. 203, for reasons 

recorded. 28 


18. (’01) 24 Mad 321 (323, 32-5) : 2 Weir 396, Queen-Empress v. Bamasami. 

19. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 333 (333) : 5 I. C. 933 (Mad), In re Bamasami Scrvai. 

20. (’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 9 (9) : 15 Cr. L. J.270, Emperor v.NgaTaungTlm. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 220 (221) : 29 Cr. L. J. 987, Burjorji Nowroji v. Emperor. 

21. (’40) AIR 1940 All 396 (397), Emperor v. Mihi Lai. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Sind 3 (7) : 37 Cri L Jour 314 : 29 S L R 281, Francis Xavier 
Fernandes v. Emperor. (A plea that there is no medical evidence on the record 
to prove that the accused committed the oSence with which he is charged, does 
not raise any point of law and is no ground for quashing commitment.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 8 (8), Queen v. Gokul Bandari. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Oudh 109 (109) : 23 Cri L Jour 79, Mahabir v. Emperor. 

[ See also (’18) AIR 1918 Upp Bur 11 (12) : 3 U B R 29 : 19 Cri L Jour 102, Nga 
Hmyin v. Emperor.] 

22. (1900) 4 Cal W N cxvi (cxvi), Empress v. Ananda Kishore Cliowahuri. 

23. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 534 (548) : 9 C W N 829, Seobux Bam v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 165 (167) : 1 Rang 526 : 25 Cr.L.J. 261, Md. Moidinv. Emperor. 

24. (’74) 2 Weir 258 (259) : 7 Mad H C R App xl. 

25. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 333 (333) : 5 I. C. 932 (Mad), In re Sessions Judge of 

Trichinopoly. 

(’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 22 Cr, p. 29, Empress v. Mallu Shah. 

26. (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 63 (63), Queen v. Firman Ali. (Commitment for 

slavery under S. 370, Penal Code — Sessions Judge may alter the charge if necessary.) 

27. (’01) 3 Bom L R 703 (703, 704), King-Emperor v. Pandurang. 

28. (’08) 8 Cr.L.J. 221(223) : 36 Cal 48 : II. C. 469, Phanindra Nathv. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 778 (780) : 36 Mad 321 : 17 I. C. 410, Sessions Jiidge of 

Coimbatore v. Kangaya. (Long delay in producing defence witnesses.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Hurnath Boy. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 106 (106) : 16 Cri L Jour 415 (415) : 42 Cal 608, Emperor v. 
Surath. (Application by accused for summoning further witnesses on day of 
commitment was refused.) 
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<23) Commitment for an offence under s. 211 of the Penal Code by- 
reason of tbe Magistrate proceeding on tlie report of the police 
that the complaint was false, without making a judicial enquiry 
into the complaint. 20 

(24) Vagueness of sanction to prosecute. 30 

(25) Absence of an order for retrial by the Sessions Judge, who set 

aside the conviction in appeal, is not a ground for quashing the 
commitment by another Magistrate on fresh proceedings. 31 
•(20) The omission by the Magistrate to weigh the evidence and express 
any opinion whether the guilt had been proved. 32 
-(27) A commitment by the Munsif under S.47S, for offences under 
Ss. 467 and 471, Penal Code, cannot be quashed because the 
document in question has not been given in evidence. 33 
•(28) The commitment of an European British subject to the Court of 
Session by the Extra Assistant Commissioner of Baluchistan is 
not without jurisdiction and cannot be quashed. 31 
See also the undermentioned cases. 35 
As to whether a commitment can be quashed on ground of want 
•of territorial jurisdiction, see s. 531, Note 2. 

10. Time for quashing commitment. — The High Court can, 
according to the view taken by the Patna High Court, quash the 
commitment at any stage of the proceedings. 1 The Calcutta High 
'Court had in an earlier case 2 taken a similar view but has, in recent 
•eases, 3 expressed the view that a commitment cannot be quashed after 


<’14) 15 Cr. L. J. 704 (704) : 26 I. C. 152 (Mad), In ro Sessions Judge, Madura. 
(’98) 1898 Eat 975 (975, 976), In re Clive Durant. 

29. (’SI) 6 Cal 582 (583) : 8CLB 255, Empress v. Salih Roy. 

30. (’IS) AIE 1918 Bom 117 (118) : 43 Bom 147 : 20 Cri L Jour 71, Emperor v. 
Madhav Laxman. 

31. (’02) 29 Cal 412 (413, 414), Abdul Ghani v. Emperor. 

32. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 39 (39) : 34 Cr. L. J. 39, Mahommad Khan v. Emperor. 

33. (’95) 22 Cal 1004 (1005, 1006), Akhil Chandra v. Queen-Empress. 

34. (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 108 (111) : 1907 Pun Be No. 5 Cr, Emperor v. Artlicr Mercer. 

35. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 675 (676) : 39 Cr. L. J. 8di,InreRamaswamy Goundan. 
(For committal of one accused prosecution not relying only on confession of 
other accused but also on other evidence — Commitment cannot he said to be 
liable to be quashed on question of law.) 

(’14) 15 Cr L J 704 (704) : 26 I. C. 152 (Mad), In re Sessions Judge Madura. 

(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 146 (146,147):32 Mad 218:1 1.C. 54, Palaniandy Goundenv. Emperor. 
f 30) AIR 1930 Sind 145 (146) : 24 S L R 157 : 31 Cri L Jour 596, Emperor v. 
Allaliadad. (If a Magistrate without any adequate reason commits a case to the 
sessions in which he could adequately punish the accused himself, it would be a 
point of law and the High Court can quash the commitment.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 657 (658) :21Ind Cas 897 (Bom), Emperor v. Asha Bhathi. (Do.) 
•(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 22 (23) : 29 Cri L Jour 225, TJklia Mahadu v. Emperor. 

(’01) 28 Cal 211 (215 to 217) : 5 C \V N 169, Queen-Empress v. Dolegobind Dass. 
(’98) 20 All 529 (531, 532), Queen-Empress v. Brij Narain. 

(1900-02) 1 L B R 88 (88, 89), Crown v. Nga Same Tank. (Magistrate quashed 
his own commitment order on ground that evidence to support a charge under 
S. 413, Penal Code was insufficient.) 

Note 10 

a. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 273 (275):12 Pat 353:34 Cr.L'.J. 93S ,Eari Charan v. Emperor. 
2. (’81) 6 Cal 584 (585) : 8 Cal L R 265, Empress v. Shibo Beliara. 

"3. (’83) 12 Cal L R 120 (121), Empress v. Sagambur. 

•(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 410 (411) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1560, Kasem Molla v. Emperor. 

•Bee also S. 512 Note 12. 


Section 215 
Holes 9-10 
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Section 215 
Notes 10-11 


Section 216 


the accused has been put on his trial and pleads to the charge as it is 
then too late to object to the commitment. This latter viev.’ is shared 
also by the High Courts of Madras ' 1 and Lahore"’ and the Court of 
the Judicial Commissioner of Sind . 0 Where the accused is put on his 
trial and pleads to the charge, the Judge should proceed according to 
lav/ and dispose of the case under chapter XXIII of the Code or the 
Public Prosecutor may, with the consent of the Court, withdraw the 
prosecution under S.491. 7 

11. Effect of quashing commitment. — The primary effect of 
the order quashing the commitment is to supersede any action taken 
by the Magistrate under s. 210, and his proceedings subsequent thereto. 
In suc-h a case it is necessary for the Magistrate to go back to the 
point at which he took cognizance of the complaint. The order does 
not amount to discharge of the accused and no fresh complaint is 
necessary . 1 The accused may be charged again "with the offence . 2 


2, 1 6 .* Wlien the accused has given in any list 
c- , of witnesses under section 211 

Summons to witnesses 

for defence when accused and has been committed for trial. 

co ' T!m!tleu - the Magistrate shall summon 

such of the witnesses included in the list, as have not 
appeared before himself, to appear before the Court 
to which the accused has been committed : 

Provided that, where the accused has been 
committed to the High Court, the Magistrate may, in 
his discretion, leave such witnesses to be summoned by 
the Clerk of the Grown, and such -witnesses may be 
summoned accordingly : 

Provided, also, that if the Magistrate thinks that 

Refusal to suu,u,o„ -W witness is included in the list 
unnecessary witness for the purpose of vexation or delay, 

unless deposit made. pie 

or oi defeating the ends of justice, 
the Magistrate may require the accused to satisfy him 
that there are reasonable grounds for believing that 


1882 : S. 216; 1872 : Ss. 358, 359; 1861 ; S. 228. 


4. (’02) 2 Weir 262 (262), Sessions Judge of Tricliinopoly v. Arolcia Padayaclii. 

5. ( 25) AIR 1925 Lab 557 (557) : 27 Cr. L. J. 134, Nazir Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’OS) 9 Cr. L. .T. 250 (250, 251) : 1 S. L. R. G, Grown v. Haji. 

7. (’02) 2 Weir 2G2 (2G2), Sessions Judge of Tricliinopoly v. Arohia Padayaclii. 

Note 1 1 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 32 (33) : 38 Cri L Jour 379 : 31 S. L. R. 403, Emperor v. 
Ghousbahsh. (Where the Magistrate who had originally tried the case, had to 
proceed so far as to express his opinion as to the guilt of the accused, the case 
should not be sent for re-trial to the same Magistrate but to some other Magistrate.) 

( o3) AIR 1933 Bom 494 (495) : 35 Cr. L. J. 479, Emperor v. Slier Alain Elian 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 756 (761) : 57 Cal 1042:31 Cr.L.J. 506 (FB), Girisv. Emperor. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 24 (25): 15 Cr.L.J. 665, Inre Sessions Judge of Coimbatore, 
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the evidence of sucli witness is material, and. if he is 
not so satisfied, may refuse to summon the witness 
(recording his reasons for such refusal), or may before 
summoning him require such sum to be deposited as 
such Magistrate thinks necessary to defray the expense 
of obtaining the attendance of the witness and all 
other proper expenses. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. 

3. Refusal to summon unnecessary witness. 

f 4. Expenses of expert witnesses. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Duty of Magistrate is to summon, save in excepted eases. See Note 2. 

Reasons for refusal should be recorded even if evidence is not material. See Note 3. 
Sessions Court to enforce attendance. See Note 2. 

Witnesses not included in the list. See Note 2. See also S. 291. 

4. Legislative changes. 

Differences between Codes of 1861 and 1872 — In S. 22S of the 
Code of 1861 , it was provided that if the Magistrate was not satisfied 
that there were reasonable grounds for believing that a particular- 
witness was material, he was not bound to summon the witness “unless 
such a sum shall be deposited with the Magistrate as he shall consider 
necessary to defray the expense of obtaining the attendance of the 
witness.” Hence, even if the Magistrate was not satisfied that a witness 
was a material witness, he was bound to summon him if the accused 
was prepared to pay his expenses and deposited the expenses with the 
Magistrate. 1 This position was altered in the Code of 1872 which left it 
to the discretion of the Magistrate to summon a witness and empowered 
him to refuse to summon a witness even though the accused might be 
willing and prepared to bear the expenses of the witnesses. 

Changes made in 18S2 — The provision as to leaving it to the 
Clerk of the Crown to summon the witnesses in cases of commitment 
to the High Court was new. 

Changes made in 1898 — The words “and all other proper 
expenses” were added at the end of the section. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. — It is the duty of the 
committing Magistrate to see that all the evidence available, whether 
for the prosecution or for the defence, is before the Sessions Court. 1 
The procedure provided in this section is to summon the witnesses 
named by the accused to give evidence at the trial in the Sessions 
Court. This applies to the witnesses named by the accused who have 
not been examined by the Magistrate. The next section applies to the 
complainant and the witnesses for the prosecution and such of the 

Section 216 — Note 1 

1. (’68) i Mad H C R 81 (83), In re Subharaya Mudaii. ( 

Note 2 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 163 (166) : 21 Cr. L. J. 718, Ajodlnja Prasad v. Emperor, 


Section 216 
Notes 1-2. 
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•Section 216 
flotes 2-3 


•witnesses for the accused as have appeared and given evidence before 
the committing Magistrate. In their case, that section provides that the 
Magistrate should require them to execute bonds for their appearance 
and for giving evidence in the Sessions Court at the trial. 

Under this section, the Magistrate is bound to summon the 
witnesses who have been named in the list given by the accused under 
S. 211 and who have not appeared before him, 2 3 except in the cases 
mentioned in the two provisos. But this duty arises only in the case 
of persons named by the accused in the list supplied by him to the 
Magistrate under S. 2il. 8 Hence, where on being asked to give such list 
the accused declines to do so. the Magistrate is not bound to summon 
any witnesses that he may desire to bo called subsequent to the 
commitment, 4 

Under S. 201, the Sessions Judge is bound- to enforce the attendance 
of the witnesses summoned under this section, who fail to appear at 
the trial. 5 * * 

3. Refusal to summon unnecessary witness. — The Magistrate 
has no power to refuse to summon a witness on the ground that his 
-evidence will not be material, 1 unless he considers that the witness is 
included in the list merely for purposes of vexation or delay or of 
■defeating the ends of justice. But where the Magistrate considers that 
the witness is included in the list for any such purpose, he can require 
the accused to show how the evidence of the witness will be material. 
'Where he is not satisfied that the evidence of the witness will be 
material, he may refuse to summon him recording his reasons for 
doing so. 2 As to the liability of the accused to pay process fees and 
other fees for summoning witnesses, see Notes to S. 544. 


2. (’71) 15 Suth W E Cr 34 (35) : G Beng L R App S8, Queen v. Ishan Dutt. 
(1SG5) 2 Sutli W E Cr G (G), Queen v. Bhoobun Ishcr. 

(’70) 13 Suth W BCr 1(11):4 BengLR Appl, In the matter of MaheshChundcr. 
(’75) 23 Suth W E Cr 56 (5G, 57), Queen v. Prosunno Coomar. 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Sind G9 (71) : 29 S. L. E. 64 : 36 Cr. L. J. S89, Kundanlal v. 
Emperor. (In this particular case it was held that it would have been proper to 
summon witnesses on behalf of other accused though a list was not made.) 

See also S. 211 Note 3, S. 257 Note 3 and S. 291 Note 3. 

3. (’71) 1G Suth W E Cr 28 (29, 30), Queen v. Bholanath Eookcrjcc. 

4. (’97) 19 All 502 (503) : 1S97 A W N 134, Queen-Empress v. Shakir Ali. 

See also S. 211 Note 6, S. 291 Note 3 and S. 540 Note 7. 

5. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 531(531,532):47 Cal 758:21 Cr.L.J. S42, Foijtiddir. Emperor. 
<(’31) AIE 1931 Cal 6 (7) : 58 Cal 412 : 32 Cr. L. J. 31G, Ban Mamudv. Emperor. 

(Sessions Judge cannot refuse to secure attendance of absent witnesses on the 
ground that it will cause inconvenience.) 

[See also (’72) 18 Suth W E Cr 20 (21), Queen v. Bajnarain Mytec. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 362 (363) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1077, Muktal Eosscin v. Emperor. 
(’96) 19 Mad 375 (382) : 6 M L J 195, Queen-Empress v. Virasaiumi.']- 

Note 3 

1. (’S6) S All 66S (671) : 1SS6 A W N 260, In the matter of Bajah of Eantit. 
-(’S2) 2 Weir 263 (264), In re Marinagi Bcddi. 

(1865) 3 Suth W E Cr. L. 16, In re Bam Kishcn. 

(’91) 15 Bom 491 (49S, 499), Queen-Empress v. Falcirapa. 

[See also (}34)AIB 1934 A11735 (737): 36Cr.L.J.33, Baghubar Day aly. Emperor. 
(Magistrate has no right to arbitrarily limit number of defence witnesses.)] 

2. (’SG) S All 60S (671) : 1886 AWN 260, In the matter of Bajah of Eantit. 
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5, Expenses of expert witnesses. — See the undermentioned 
case . 1 


2 l \ 7/ (1) Complainants and witnesses for the 
Bond of complainants prosecution and defence, whose 
'and witnesses. attendance before the Court of 

Session or High Court is necessary and who appear 
before the Magistrate, shall execute before him bonds 
binding themselves to be in attendance when called 
upon at the Court of Session or High Court to pro- 
secute or to give evidence, as the case may be. 

(2) If any complainant or witness refuses to 
t .. . . . attend before the Court of Session 

Detention in custody in ~ _ 

case of refusal to attend Or High COTirfc, Or GXeCTlte the 

or to execute bond. bond above directed, the Magis- 
trate may detain him in custody until he executes 
such bond, or until his attendance at the Court of 
Session or High Court is required, when the Magis- 
trate shall send him in custody to the Court of 
Session or High Court, as the case may be. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section empowers the committing 
Magistrate to compel the complainant, the witnesses for the prosecu- 
tion and the witnesses for the defence, who have appeared in his Court 
to give evidence , 1 to execute bond for their appearance in the Sessions 
Court at the trial and for giving evidence there. If any of these 
persons refuses to execute the bond, the Magistrate has the power to 
detain him in custody till he executes the bond or till he can be sent 
to the Sessions Court for giving evidence there. But, where a witness 
has not refused to attend or to execute the bond required of him, the 
Magistrate has no power to demand bail from him instead of a 
recognizance merely because he has been declared hostile . 2 Though 
the section does not expressly empower the Magistrate to summon 

* 1882 : S. 217; 1872 ; S. 360; 1861 : S. 232. 


Note 4 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Lab 481 (482, 483) : 33 Cr. L. J. 761, Earn Narain v. Emperor. 
(In warrant cases ordinarily it is the Government that must pay expenses both 
for the Crown and the defence. It is no doubt open to a Magistrate to direct that 
a particular witness named in order to delay the case should not be summoned. 
It is the duty of the Magistrate to fix fees of expert witnesses and he cannot leave 
it to the parties to negotiate with the witnesses and fix their fees. If an expert 
witness on payment of a reasonable fee fixed by the Magistrate declines to give 
evidence there is ample power in the Magistrate to compel him to do so.) 

Section 217 — Note 1 

1..(’36) AIE 1936 Lah 533 (536, 537) : 17 Lah 176 : 37 Cri L Jour 742 (FB), ML 
Niaviat v. Emperor. 

2. (’94) 21 Cal 642 (663, 664), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba Sajao. 

See also S. 91 Note 2. 


Section 216 
Note $ 

Section 217 
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NOTIFICATION OF COMMITMENT 


Section 217 a -witness, it bas been bob! in tbe undermentioned ease 3 that fcbe 
Note 1 Magistrate bas tbe power under this section to summon a witness to 
give evidence before tbe Sessions Court. Tbe prosecution is not bound 
to examine in tbe Sessions Court all tbe witnesses for whose attendance 
a bond is taken under this section ; it is open to tbe prosecution to 
decline to examine any witness whom it bas reason to believe to be, 
false or unnecessary. 4 5 6 But all the witnesses executing bonds under 
this section must be in attendance at tbe trial in tbe Sessions Court 
till they are discharged by tbe Court. 0 Under this section tbe Magis- 
trate is nor bound to take bonds from all the witnesses who have been 
examined in bis Court. Only such of tbe witnesses as arc ‘necessary,’ 
have to execute the bonds under this section. 0 


Section 218 2. 1 S.‘ : ( 1 ) When the accused is committed for 

Commitment when trial, the Magistrate shall issue an 
to be notified. order to such person as may he 

appointed by the Provincial Government a in this 
behalf, notifying the commitment, and stating the 
offence in the same form as the charge, unless the 
Magistrate is satisfied that such person is already 
aware of the commitment and the form of the charge; 

and shall send the charge, the record of the 
n , . . . e inquiry and. any weapon or other 

warded to High Court or thing which is to he produced in 
Court of Session. evidence, to the Court of Session 

or (where the commitment is made to the High Court) 
to the Clerk of the Crown or other officer appointed 
in this behalf by the High Court. 

(2) When the commitment is made to the High 
English translation to be Court and any part of the record 
forwarded to High Court, jg not in English, an English 

translation of such part shall he forwarded with the 
record. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 


1882 : S. 218; 1872 : S. 198, paras. 2, 3 & 4 and S. 202, para. 1; 

1861 : Ss. 229, 231. 


3. (’20) AIK 1920 Pat 105 (166) : 21 Cri L Jour 71S, A jodhya Prasad v. Emperor. 

4. (’30) AIK 1930 Lah S2 (S4) : 31 Gri L Jour 176, Amar Shigh v. Emperor. 

(’92) 14 All 521 (523) : 1892 A W N 110, Queen-Empress v. Stanton. 

(’94) 16 All S4 (86, 87) : 1S94 A W N 7 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Durga. 

5. (’94) 16 All 84 (87) : 1S94 A W N 7 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Durga. 

[See also (’22) AIR 1922 Lah 1 (11, 12) : 3 Lah 144 : 23 Cr. L. J. 513, Mahan t 
Narain Das v. Emperor .] 

6. (’S3) 18S3 All W N 37 (37), Empress v. Naik Lai. 
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2 1 9 . * (i) The committing Magistrate or, in 
D t the absence of such Magistrate, any 

supplementary wit- other Magistrate empowered by or 
nesses ' under section 206 may, if he thinks fit, 

summon and examine supplementary witnesses after 
the commitment and' before the commencement of 
the trial, and bind them over in manner hereinbefore 
provided to appear and give evidence. 

(2) Such examination shall, if possible, be 
taken in the presence of the accused, and, where the 
Magistrate is not a Presidency Magistrate, a copy of 
the evidence of such witnesses shall be given to the 
accused free of cost. 


Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Free copy of evidence to be given to accused. 

4. Examination, if to be in presence of accused. 


Section 219 


4. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced by the Code of Criminal Procedure ( Amendment ) 

Act, XVIII of 1923 — 

(1) For the word “Magistrate” in sub-s.(l) the words “The 
committing Magistrate . . . S. 20G” were substituted. 

(2) For the words “shall, if the accused so require, ho given to him 
free of cost” in sub-s.(2) the words “shall he given to the 
accused free of cost” were substituted. 


2. Scope of the section. — This section empowers the Magistrate 
even after a case has been committed, to call and examine supplementary 
witnesses and forward their evidence to the Sessions Court. 1 But the 
power cannot be exercised by any and every Magistrate ; it is confined 
to the committing Magistrate or any other Magistrate empowered to 
commit cases to the Sessions. Moreover, the power exists only till 
the commencement of the trial in the Sessions Court. Where the trial 
has actually commenced, the Magistrate has no power to add to the 
record by examining additional witnesses under this section even 
under the orders of the Sessions Court. 2 But before the commencement 
of the trial, this power can he exercised at any time. The Magistrate 


* 1882 :S. 219; 1872 : S. 357, para. 2; 1861 : Nil. 


Section 219 — Note 2 

1. (’36) AIR. 1936 Lab 533 (536) ; 17 Lah 176 : 37 Cr. L. J. 742 (FB), Mt. Niamal 
v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 267 (267) ; 36 Cri L Jour 446, Motilal v. Emperor. (Magistrate 
can require complainant as witness under S. 219.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Oudli 109 (109) : 23 Cri L Jour 79, Mahabir v. Emperor. 

[See (’94) 21 Cal 97 (103), Queen-Empress v. Siikec Kauri] 

2. (’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 29 Cr, p. 59 (61, 62), Hasan v. Empress. 
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CUSTODY OF ACCUSED PENDING TRIAL 


Section 219 
Notes 2-4 


Section 220 


can exercise the power on his own accord or on being directed to do 
so by the Sessions Judge who, on examining the record finds gaps in 
the evidence which he deems necessary to be filled up. 3 Even in cases 
in which the accused has confessed his guilt, the Magistrate is justified 
in examining supplementary witnesses so as to have on the record all 
the material evidence. 4 The additional evidence can be taken either 
at the request of the prosecution or of the defence ; but the Magistrate 
should be fair to both the sides and if he examines additional witnesses 
on one side he should allow the other side to let in rebutting evidence 
if it desires to do so. 5 Under this section the Magistrate can only 
supplement the evidence already taken. He has no power to add to or 
alter the charge after the order of commitment. Similarly, the power 
to amend or add to the charge under S. 226, applies only to cases 
where the charge is imperfect as at the date of commitment. That 
section cannot justify the charge being amended or added to on the 
basis of supplementary evidence taken under this section. 0 

3. Free copy of evidence to be given to accused. — The 

section provides that when the Magistrate is not a Presidency 
Magistrate a copy of the evidence of witnesses examined under this 
section should he given to the accused free of cost. Such copies are 
also exempt from court-fees under s. 35, Court-fees Act, 1S70. 1 

4. Examination, if to be in presence of accused. — The 

words “if possible” in sub-s.(2) indicate that the examination of the 
supplementary witnesses after commitment may he taken when the 
accused is not present. 1 


220 .* Until and during the trial, the Magis- 
Custody of accused trate shall, subject to the provisions 
pending trial. 0 £ this Code regarding the taking of 

bail, commit the accused by warrant, to custody. 

1. Discharge from custody on acquittal. — See Section 306, Note 5. 


* 1882 : S. 220 : Same ; 1872 and 1861 : Nil. 

3. (’92) 1S92 Pun Ee No. 4 Cr, p. 9 (10), Awal Khan v. Empress. 

4. (’96) 1S96 Bat S42 (S42), Queen-Empress v. Mahadu. (Because confessions are 
often retracted.) 

5. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 577 (578) : 35 Cr. L. J. 85, Brijnandan Prasad v. Emperor. 

6. (’33) AIE 1933 Mad 247 (250) : 34 Cr. L. J. 278, InreBhogiRcddiAnkavnna. 
See also S. 226, Note 2. 

Note 3 

1. (’34) AIE 1934 Bom 4S7 (4S7) : 36 Cr. L. J. 344, Emperor v. Dhondiba Santoo. 

Note 4 

1. (’36) AIE 1936 Lah 533 (536) : 17 Lah 176 : 37 Cr. L. J. 742 (FB), Mt.Niamat 
v. Emperor. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 


Of the Charge 


Form of Charges. 


22 1 .* (1) Every charge tinder this Code shall 
charge to state state the offence with which the 


offence. 


accused is charged. 


(2) If the law which creates the offence gives 

Specific name of it ‘W s P ecifi c name, the offence may 
offence sufficient be described in the charge hv that 

description. , ^ “ 

“ name only. 

(3) If the law which creates the offence does not 

How stated where g^e specific name, so much 

offence has no specific of the definition of the offence must 

he stated as to give the accused 
notice of the matter with which lie is charged. 

( 4) The law and section of the law against which 
the offence is said to have been committed shall he 
mentioned in the charge. 

(5) The fact that the charge is made is ecpiivalent 
what implied to a statement that every legal condition 

in charge. required by law to constitute the offence 
charged was fulfilled in the particular case. 

(6) In the presidency-towns the charge shall he 
Language of written in English ; elsewhere it shall 

charge. be written either in English or in the 

language of the Court. 

(7) If the accused having been previously eon- 
Previous conviction victed of any offence, is liable, by 

when to be set out. reason of such previous conviction,, 
to enhanced punishment, or to punishment of a 
different kind, for a subsequent offence, and it is 
intended to prove such previous conviction for the 
purpose of affecting the punishment which the Court 
may think fit to award for the subsequent offence, 


* Code of 1898, original S. 221. 

Sub-sections (1) to (G) nnd the illustrations were the smne. Sub-s. (7) ran ns 
follows: 

If the accused lias been previously convicted of any offence, and it is intended 
. ... to prove such previous conviction for the purpose of 

Previous conviction nf j ecting t j, e punishment which the Court is competent 
when to Oc set out. to awnr a j the fact, date and place of the previous convic- 
tion shall be stated in the charge. If such statement is omitted, the Court may 
add it at any time before sentence is passed. 

1882 : S. 221 — Same as original section of the Code of 1898. 

1872 :S. 439; 1861 ; Ss. 234, 235. 


Section 221; 
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Section 221 


the fact, date and place of the previous conviction 
shall he stated in the charge. If such statement has 
been omitted, the Court may add it at any time 
before sentence is passed. 


Illustrations 

(a) A is cliai'freU with the murder of B. This is equivalent to a statement 
that .-l’s act fell within the definition of murder given in Ss. 209 and 300 of the 
Indian Penal Code ; that it did not fall within any of the general exceptions of the 
same Code; and that it did not fall within any of the five exceptions to S. 300, or 
that, if it did fall within Exception I, one or other of the three provisos to that 
exception applied to it. 

(L) .-1 is charged, under S. 32G of the Indian Penal Code, with voluntarily 
causing grievous hurt to ]J by means of an instrument for shooting. This is 
equivalent to a statement that the case was not provided for by S. 335 of the 
Indian Penal Code, and that the general exceptions did not apply to it. 

(c) A is accused of murder, cheating, theft, extortion, adultery or criminal 
intimidation, or using a false property-mark. The charge may state that A 
committed murder, or cheating, or theft, or extortion, or ndnltery, or criminal 
intimidation, or that he used a fake property-mark, without reference to the 
definitions of those crimes contained in the Indian Penal Code; but the sections 
under which the offence is punishable must, in each instance, be referred to in the 
charge. 

(d) A is charged, under S. 184 of the Indian Penal Code with intentionally 
obstructing a sale of property offered for sale by the lawful authority of a public 
servant. The charge should be in those words. 


The words “having been previously .... and it is intended . . . . 
subsequent offence,” in sub-s.(7) were substituted for the words “has been 

previously competent to award” and the words “is omitted” in the 

same sub-section were substituted by the words “has been omitted,” by the 
Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

Synopsis 


1. Charge — General. 

2. “ Shall state the offence” — 

Sub-section (1). 

3. Description of offence by name 

— Sub-section (2). 

4. Definition of the offence — Sub- 

section (3). 

5. Section of law to be stated — 

Sub-section (4). 

■6. Previous convictions — Sub-sec- 
tion (7). 

7. Charge for offences one of which 
is triable as a warrant case and 
the other as a summons case. 


8. Liability to whipping if to be 
stated in the charge. 

| 9. Aggravating circumstances. 

j 10. Special exceptions. 

, 11. Constructive offences. 

| 12. Unnecessary averments in the 
charge — Surplusage. 

13. Defective charge — Effect of. 

See S. 223. 

, 14. Form of charge in various 
i offences. See S. 223. 

i 15. Cases where no charge need 
1 be framed. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous 


Accused entitled to know exact value of 
charge made against him. See Xote 1. 

Charge of previous conviction — Time to 
add. See Note G. 

■Charge under I. P. C., how to be stated. 
See Note 1. 

Effect of omission to state previous con- 
viction. See Note 6. 

Fact, date and place of previous convic- 
tion. See Note G. 


For the purpose of affecting the punish- 
ment. See Note G. 

Notice of the matter. See Note 1. 

Proof of previous conviction. See Ss. 310 
and 511. 

What is a previous conviction. See 
Note G. 

W here the law gives no specific name. 
See Notes 2 and 4. 

Words of the statute should be adhered 
to. See Note 4. 
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i. Charge — General. — It is a fundamental principle of criminal 
law that the accused should ho informed with certainty and accuracy 
the exact nature of the charge brought against him . 1 Otherwise, ho 
may be seriously prejudiced in his defence . 111 It is therefore imperative 
that before .a person is convicted of any offence he should (subject to 
certain exceptions) he formally charged with having committed the 
offence specified and bo given an opportunity to defend himself against 
such charge . 2 He can he convicted only on proof of the particular 
offences so specified and not for offences not so specified . 2 

A ‘charge’ in ibis country corresponds to an ‘indictment’ in 
English law and is very much more than a mere form . 1 It should bo 
carefully drawn up in accordance with the offence disclosed/’ 


Section 221 — Note 1 

1. (MG) AIR IMG Lull 100 (HI) : 37 Cr. h. .T, 732, lunar Pal v. Emperor. 

In. (’10) AIR 101G Cal 188 (1 02): 1G Cr.L..T. 197: 42 Cal 937, Amritalal v. Emperor. 
<’2G) AIR 192G Cnl 439 (440) : 2G Cr. L. .T. 5G7, Chhakari Shod: v. Emperor. 

{’23) AIR 1925 Cal 1G0 (ICO) : 25 Cri L Jour 11GG, Dalaram Kunilit v. Emperor. 
(’02) 15 C P L R 112 (113), Emperor v. Vinnynk. (Proper charge not drawn up.) 
fc’eo ftbo S. 223 Note 1, S. 255 Note 3, S. 2SG Note 1 and ,S. 535 Nolo 3. 

2. (*2G) AIR 192G Cal 591 (592) : 53 Cal 4 GO : 27 Cri h Jour GOG, Hawn Rashid 
v. Emperor. (Case not covered hv exception under S. 237.) 

{' 32 ) AIR 1932 Pat 215 (210): 11 1’at 523: 33 Cr.L.J. SGl. Ghyautddin v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 1910 All 120 (120) : 17 Cri L Jour 407 (407), Qaiim Ali v. Emperor. 
(’03) 27 Rom 391 (399, 400), In re VaUabhdas Jairam, (Offence under S, 50, 
Indian Insolvent Act.) 

{’10) 11 Cri L Jour 274 (273) : 3 I. C. 311 (Mad) (I'D), In re Gar.apnthy Sastri. 
(Order under S. 13 of the Legal Practitioners Act can only l>e nmdc, after notice 
lias heen given to the pleader to .,how cati ‘0 why he should not lie suspended or 
dismissed — The notice must formulate the charges with sufficient precision to 
enable the pleader to know the charge; which ho is called upon to meet.) 

3. (’23) AIR 1925 Ornlh G7G(G7G) :2GCr. L..T.1012, PAshambar Nath v. Emperor. 
(Matter irrelevant to charge against accused should he eliminated.) 

(’ 33 ) AIR 1933 Sind 225 (223, 22G) : 35 Cri L Jour 522, Parasram Kundraj \. 
Em\eror. (Charge on one set of facts — Conviction of same offence hut on other 
set of facts — Conviction is illegal.) 

■(’01) 3901 AH W N 120 (121), Emperor v. Lajja. (Persons charged with an offence 
under S. 305, Penal Code, cannot properly lie convicted ofnn offence under S. 492.) 
.(•21) 22 Cri L Jour 311 (312) : GO Tnd Cns 099(1000) (Pat), Darbari Choudhury v. 
Emperor. (Where accused was charged with ofleuce of theft, ho cannot he con- 
victed of abetment of theft.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 529 (530), Queen-Empress v. Nalhoo Lalji. (Charge for storing 
wool— No conviction for storing cotton.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 903 (901) : 2G Cri L Jour 594, Nayanullahw Emperor. (S.238, 
Criminal I’. C., can have no application in (his case.) 

(1900) 27 Cal GG0 (GG2), Jatu Singji v. Mahabir Singh. (Charge for theft — 
Accused cannot be convicted of rioting.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 5G7 (5G8), In the matter of Chinibas. (Charge under S. 447, 
Penal Code — Conviction under Ss. 447 and 290, Penal Code, is illegal.) 

•(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 135 (135, 13G) : 23 Cri L Jour 5, Girdhara Singh v. Emperor. 
(Conviction for an offence under a section which originally included but scored 
out by trial Court — Illegal.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 249 (283), C. K. N. Sundaresa Iyer v. Emperor. (Accused 
lias to defend himself on the charge framed against him and on no other.) 

(’23) 24 Cri L Jour 119 (119) : 71 Ind Cas 247 (Cal), Hajari Sonar v. Emperor. 
(Charge of house trespass with object of theft— Conviction of house trespass with 
some other object — Illegal.) 

[See also (’22) AIR 1922 Oudli 280 (2S2) : 24 Cri L Jour 10 : 2G Oudli Cas 4, 
Sarju Prasad v. Emperor.] 

4. (’2G) AIR 192G Oudli 148 (149) : 27 Cri L Jour G2, Shco Shankar v. Emperor. 

5. (’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 11 (15, 1G) : 1901 Pun L R No. 51, linker ji 
v. Empress. 


Section 221 
Note 1 


2Cr.81. 
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Section 221 
Notes 1-2 


This section and the next two sections specify the particulars 
that should be stated in the charge, the object of such statement being 
to enable the accused person to know the substantive charge he will 
have to meet and to be ready for it before the evidence is given. 0 
Reading them together, every charge should contain the following 
particulars : 

1. A statement of the offence with which the accused is charged (s. 221 
sub-sections 1 to 3.) 

2. A statement of the law and the section of the law against -which the 
offence is said to have been committed (sub-section (4)). 

3. Particulars as to the time and 'place of the alleged offence and the 
person against whom or the thing in respect of which it was 
committed (S. 222). 

4. Particulars of the manner in which the alleged offence was com- 
mitted. This is, however, necessary only w’here the particulars 
mentioned in S. 221 and S. 222 do not give the accused sufficient 
notice of the matter with which he is charged (S. 223). 

The extent of the particulars necessary to be given will depend 
upon the facts and circumstances of each case. 7 In drawing up a 
charge all verbiage should be avoided 8 as also matters which are not 
necessary for the prosecution to prove. 0 Abbreviation, as by using the 
words 'ct cetera,' should also be avoided. 10 A charge should be precise 
in its scope and particular in its details. 11 

The charge should be stated to the accused by the Magistrate 
himself and not be left to be stated by others. 12 

2. “Shall state the offence” — Sub-section (1). — Every charge 
must state the offence with which the accused is charged. Where the 
offence has a name given to it by law, it is sufficient to describe it by 
its name only (sub-s. (2)). Where it has no name given to it by law, so 
much of the definition of the offence must be stated as to give the 
accused notice of the matter with which he is charged (sub-s. (3)). 

Where a person is charged with several offences all having 
reference to the same subject-matter or series of transactions, a single 
charge may be framed with several counts or heads of charge for the 
several offences. 1 

6. (’16) AIR 1916 All 60 (60) : 17 Cr.L.J. 411 (411), Bam Chandar Saliai v. Emperor* 
See also S. 221 Note 1, S. 223 Note 1, S. 476 Note 14 and S. 535 Note 3. 

7. (’93) 1893 Rat 659 (666), Quccn-Emprcss v. Waman. 

8. (1864) 1 Suth \V R Cri Letters 1 (1, 2). 

9. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 245 (247, 248) : 27 Cri L Jour 57, Bhutan v. Emperor. 

10. (1864) 1 Suth W R Cri Letters 13 (13, 14). 

11. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 27(30):20 Cr.L.J.161:4 Pat L J 74(FB ),Mt. Ecsar v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 14S (149) : 27 Cri L Jour 62, Slico Shankar v. Emperor. 

(Accused is entitled to be informed with greatest precision what acts he is alleged 
to have committed and under what sections of Penal Code they fall.) 

12. (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 43 (43), Queen v. Jehangcer Buksli. 

See also S. 221 Note 1. 

Note 2 

1, (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (462) : 39 Cri L Jour 674, Ebadi Khan v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged with offences of kidnapping and abduction in respect of same 
occurrence — Charge should be framed under two heads — Framing of charges 
under one head does not, however, vitiate trial unless accused is prejudiced.) 
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3. Description of offence by name— Sub-section (2). — Where 
an offence has a name given to it by law such as “rioting”, "theft”, 
etc., the Court may describe it by its name only. Thus, in a charge 
under S. 147, Penal Code, where the word “rioting” is included in the 
charge, the words “by force or by show of force” need not be included 
because the suggestion of force is contained in the word “rioting .” 1 
Similarly, it is open to the prosecution to charge abetment generally 
and then, if the evidence did not establish abetment other than in ono 
particular form, to rely on this particular form for a conviction. The 
charge will amount to notice to the accused that he will have to meet 
a case of abetment in one or more of the different ways indicated in 
S. 107, Penal Code . 2 The Court has, however, a discretion to give 
further details according to the facts and circumstances of each case. 
Where further details are given, they should be fully and accurately 
stated and should be such as to give the accused clear notice of the 
accusation against him . 3 

4. Definition of the offence — Sub-section (3). — In giving the 
definition of the offence charged, it is always a sound rule for the 
Court to adhere to the language of the statute as far as possible . 1 
Thus, for an offence under S. 211 of the Penal Code the charge should 
set forth that the prisoner “ falsely charged ” and not that he " made 
an accusation .’’ 2 A repetition of the words in the marginal note to 
the section is not enough . 3 

5. Section of law to be stated — Sub-section (4). — Where the 
section of the Penal Code with which a person is intended to be 
charged contains several parts, that part of the section which is 
applicable to the case should be stated . 1 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 675 (677): 29Cr.L.J. 1022: 55 Cal 858, Salyanarain v. Emperor. 
[See also ('35) 36 Cri'L Jour 1037 (1038) : 156 I. C. 972 (Sind), Khcmji Khetsi 
v. Emperor. (It has however been held that where the samo facts will constitute 
different offences, the indictment may, and ought to, charge each such offence 
so as to meet every possible view of the case.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (51) : 16 Or. L. J. 573 (574) : 9 S. L. R. 37, Dodo v. Emperor. 
(Charge means whole scries of counts.)] 

Note 3 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 627 (628) : 38 Cr. L. J. 87, Suraj Dusadh v. Emperor. 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 125 (126) : 39 Cr. L. J. 395, Harendra Kumar v. Emperor. 

3. (1865) 2 Suth W R Cri Letters 24 (24). 

(1864) 1 Suth IV R Cri Letters 10 (11). 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cri Letters 20 (20). (Framing of charge of abetment.) 

Note 4 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 439(440):26Cr.L. J. 567, Ghhakari v. Emperor. (Departure 
from the words of the statute benefits nobody and only introduces complications.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (195) : 16 Cri L Jour 497 : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal Hazara 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 4 (b), Explosive Substances Act, VI of 1908.) 

(’92) 5 C P L R Cr 18 (19), Empress v. Jhcngria. (Offence of mischief by fire.) 
(’92-96) 1 TJpp Bur Rul 32(32), Queen-Empress v. Nga Kyaw. 

2. (1865) 2 Suth IV R Cri Letters 2 (2). 

3. (1865) 2 Suth IV R Cri Letters 6 (6). (S. 307, Penal Code.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cri Letters 7 (7). (S. 326, Penal Code.) 

Note 5 

1. (’90) 15 Bom 189 (193, 194), Queen-Empress v, Ahaji liamchandra. (Charge 
under S. 475, Penal Code.) 


Section 221 
Notes 3-5 
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Section 221 
. Note 6 . 


6. Previous convictions — Sub-section (7), — If a person is 
intended to be tried and punished with enhanced punishment or 
with ■punishment of a different hincl as being a previous offender, 
the particulars of the previous conviction should be stated in the 
charge , 1 though the extent of the former punishment need not he 
stated . 2 In the absence of such statement, the accused cannot be 
awarded enhanced punishment . 3 A statement of the previous conviction 
in the charge is. however, not necessary where such, conviction is to be 
taken into consideration, not for the purpose of awarding the enhanced 
punishment under S.75. Penal Code, hut merely for the purpose of 
exercising the discretion of the Court as to the extent of the punishment 
to be awarded within the maximum fixed for the offence charged.' 1, 

A “previous conviction” within the meaning of this section means 
a previous conviction by a British Indian Court and not by a foreign 
Court . 5 Further, it means a conviction obtained before the moment of 


Note 6 

1. (’8G) 9 Mad 2S4 (28-3) : 2 Weir 2G6, Queen-Empress v. Dorasami. (Separate 
charge under S. 75, Penal Code, must be framed.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 111 (112) : 28 Nag L R IS : 33 Cr. L. >T. 573, Gayaprasad v. 
Emperor. (Certified copy of entry in register of criminal cases relating to previous 
conviction of accused filed along with eliallan.) 

( ! 17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 58 (58) : 18 Cr. L. .1. 79 (79) : S L B R 461, Nga Ilia v. 
Emperor. (Failure to do so is, however, irregularity curable by S. 537 in the 
absence of prejudice.) 

('17) AIR 1917 Mad 9GS (9G9) : 17 Cr. L. J. 28S (28S), Subramanian v. Emperor. 
(Ordinary precaution of charging prisoners under S. 75, Penal Code, should always 
bo taken.) 

('ll) 12 Cr. L. .T. 233 (23-1) : 10 I. C. 241 (Lali), Dungri Md. Ali v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. ,T. 217 (217) : 5 I. C. 743 (Mad), In rc Abbulu. (Omission tosetout 
in due form is curable.) 

(’OG) 3 Cri L .Tour 97 (9S) (Kathiawar), In rc Ilahibalcsh Khaju. 

(’74) 22 Suth W E Cr 39 (40), Queen v. Sheik Jalcir. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 40 (40), Queen v. Esan Chundcr Bey. 

(’73) 19 Suth W E Cr 41 (42), Queen v. Eajcoomar Bose. 

(’S3) 1SS3 All W N 110 (110), Empress v. Haidar. 

(’SI) 1SS1 All W N 144 (144), Empress v. Mundar. 

(’81) 1SS1 All W N 32 (32), Empress v. Baghib Ali. 

(’02) 4 Boin L R 177 (177), King-Emperor v. Govind Salcharam. (Mere admission 
of accused that he had once been in jail is insufficient to show that he pleaded 
guilty to previous conviction.) 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 304 (321, 322), Queen-Empress v. Yinayah Narayan. 

(’73) 1S73 Rat 78 (78), Beg. v. Jay Kison. (Omission to set forth previous convic- 
tion in the charge however did not cause failure of ‘justice.’) 

(’73) 1S73 Rat 70 (72), Beg. v. Annaji Krishna. 

(’71) 1S71 Rat 52 (52), Beg. v. Tuharam Doivlat. 

(’78) 2 Weir 2G7 (2GS), High Court Proceedings, Slst October 1S7S. 

(’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 310 (311), Empress v. Nga Lu Gyi. 

(’72-92) 1S72-1S92 Low Bur Rul 337 (337), Empress v. Po Thaung. 

2. (’GS-69) 4 Mad PI C R App xi (xi). 

3. (’83) 2 Weir 2G4 (265), In rc Bamanjulu Naik. 

(’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 97 (98) (Kathiawar), In re Ilahibaksh Khaju. 

(’74) 2 Weir 2G5 (2G5.2GG). 

(’73) 1S73 Rat 70 (72), Beg. v. Annaji Krishna. 

4. (’2S) AIR 192S Rang 200 (203, 205) : G Rang 391 : 29 Cri L Jour 869 (FB), 
Emperor v. Nga Ba Shcin. (S. 326, Penal Code.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 315 (316) : 29 N L R 309:34 Cr.L.J. 1166, Abdul v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 211 (214, 216) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1046 : 24 S 1 E 252, Baksho 
v. Emperor. 

5. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 527 (527) : 20 I. C. 1007 : 1913 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, Bahawal 
v. Emperor. (Conviction in Biknnir State.) 
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time when the charge is framed?'' It may also be noted that for 
purposes of S. 75 of the Penal Code, a person cannot be charged with 
a conviction for an offence committed subsequent to tho date of the 
offence for which ho is on trial. 7 Similarly, S.75 of the Penal Code 
does not apply to a c'ase where the subsequent offence is committed 
before the conviction for the former offence. 7a 

The word “punishment” in this section does not include an 
order under S.5G5 for not notifying the address of the offender and 
consequently it is not necessary, for the purpose of making this order, 
that the previous conviction should be mentioned in the charge. 5 

Where tho previous conviction has been omitted from the charge, 
it may be added at any time before sentence is passed. A sentence 
passed already cannot be enhanced by the subsequent discovery of 
the fact that the prisoner has been previously convicted/' The High 
Court may, however, in revision, add the charge in proper cases and 
direct evidence to be taken on such charge. 10 

See also the undermentioned case hearing upon s.75 of the Penal 
Code. 11 

See also Rotes under section 311. 

7. Charge for offences one of which is triable as a warrant 
case and the other as a summons case. — Where it is intended 
to proceed to try a person for two offences one of which is triable as 
a warrant case (in which a charge is to ho framed) and the other as a 
summons case (in which no charge need be framed), the charge in 
respect of the former offence should also state tho latter offence. 1 

(’30) 1930 Mad W X 173 (17-1), Sped Khader Sahib v. Emperor. (Conviction in 
Kolnr Mysore State.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 AH 03 (G3) : 42 All 13G : 21 Cri L Jour 111, Bhanwarw Emperor. 
(Bhnrntpur State.) 

See also S. 348 Note 4. 

6. (’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 21 Cr, p. GO (64), Empress v. Sudani. 

7. (’75) 1 Weir 39 (39), High Court Proceedings, 20th January JS76. 

7a. (’26) AIR 192G Bom 305 (305) : 27 Cr. L. .7. 72G, Sayad Abdul v. Emperor. 

8. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 390 (390, 391) : 9 N L It 88 : 20 I. C.214, Emperor wJhagroo. 
See also S. 5G5 Note 2. 

9. (’89) 1889 Rat 458 (458), Empress v. Chimaba. 

(’89) 1889 Rat 457 (458), -Empress v. Nalina. (Ss. 454 and 3S0, Penal Code.) 

(’73) 19 Sutli W R Cr 41 (42), Empress v. Bajcoomar Bose. (Conviction under' 
Postal Act, I860.) 

10. (’79) 1879 Pun Rc No. 19 Cr, p. 54 (5G), Kasim v. Empress. 

(’79) 1879 Pun Rc No. 28 Cr, p. 78 (79), Empress v. Yusuf. (Accused escaping 
detection as an old offender by giving a false name at tbe trial — High Court set 
aside conviction and directed new trial with the amended charge.) 

11. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 1001 (1063) : 1904 Pun Rc No. 17 Cr, King -Emperor v. Khan 
Muhammad. (Conviction under tho Punjab Frontier Crimes Regulation — Not a 
previous conviction under Penal Code, so as to attract S, 75, Penal Code.) 

Note 7 

1. (’02) 29 Cal 481(482) : GOWN 599, Hose in Sardar v. KaluSardar. (Summons 
for offences under Ss. 379 and 143, Penal Code — Charge framed under S. 379 only 
— Conviction under S. 143 only — Accused misled in defence — Conviction set 
aside.) 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 350 (350) : 3 Low Bur Rul m, Emperor v.MaungGalc. (Formal 
charges should be framed for both offences.) 

See also S. 254 Note 5. 


Section 221 ' 
Notes 6-7 ; 
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Section 221 
Notes 8-11 


8. Liability to whipping if to be stated in the charge. — 

It 1ms been held in the undermentioned case 1 that when a person is 
tried for an offence which is liable to be punished with whipping, the 
liability to whipping must be stated in the charge. 

9. Aggravating circumstances. — Where a person is charged 
of an offence which provides a certain punishment under certain 
circumstances and a higher punishment under aggravating circum- 
stances, the existence of such aggravating circumstances should be set 
forth in the charge. 1 

10. Special exceptions. — Under ss. 235 to 237 of the Code of 
1SG1, the charge had to deny the existence of special exceptions where 
the section defining the offence charged had exceptions. 1 This is now 
no longer necessary as those sections have not been repeated in the 
present Code. 

11. Constructive offences, — Under S. 149 of the Penal Code, 
if an offence is committed by any member of an unlawful assembly in 
prosecution of the common object of that assembly, every person who 
at the time of committing that offence is a member of the same 
assembly is guilty of that offence. Where a person is charged with an 
offence constructively by force of S. 149, the charge should specify such 
fact. Thus, where the accused was only charged with an offence under 
S. 12G of the Railways Act, a conviction for an offence under that 
section read with s. 149 on the basis of constructive liability cannot be 
sustained where it has prejudiced the accused. 1 Where A is charged 
constructively for an offence, it clearly intimates to him that he did 
not himself commit the substantive offence but that he is guilty 
inasmuch as somebody else in prosecution of the common object of 
the riot did commit such substantive offence. If the person charged 
with committing the substantive offence is acquitted of such offence, 
the offence by implication also disappears, and A cannot be convicted 
of the substantive offence. 2 


Note 8 

1. (’82) 5 Mad 15S (15S), Badiya v. Queen. 

Note 9 

1. (’71) 1871 Eat 55 (5G), Beg. v. Mulcta (S. 397, Penal Code.) 

(’97) 1897 Eat 921 (921), Queen-Empress v. Punya Salcharam. (Charge under 
S.395, Penal Code — To justify coimction under S.398, Penal Code, the carrying 
of arms must be specifically alleged in charge.) 

Note 10 

1. (1864) 1 Suth W E Cri Letters 9 (9). (S. 300, Penal Code). 

(’66) 5 Suth W E Cri Cir 2 (2). 

(1864) 1 Suth W E Cri Letters 10 (11). (S. 375, Penal Code). 

(’79) 4 Cal 124 (126, 127) :3 CL E 122, In re Shibo Prosad Pandah. (Defamation.) 
(’72) 9 Bom HCE 451 (457), Beg. v. Kikabhai Parbhudas. (Do.) 

(’69) 1869 Eat 20 (20). (Hurt). 

(’67) 8 Suth W E Cri Cir 3 (3). 

Note 11 

1. (’24) AIE 1924 Mad 338 (339,340): 25 Cr.L. J. 212, In re ThaikkottathilEnnhccn. 
(’25) AIE. 1925 Mad 1 (5, G) :47 Mad 74G : 25 Cr. L. J. 1297 (FB), In re Thcctlm- 
malai Goundar. (Conviction on such a defective charge is not bad unless the 
accused has been materially prejudiced in his defence.) 

2. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 502 (503) : 15 Ind Cas 646 (Cal), Bcazuddi v. Emperor. 
(S. 325 read with S. 149, Penal Code.) 
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A charge under S. 140 is not for any specific named offence and the 
fact that an offence is committed in pursuance of the common object is 
of the essence of the case. It is therefore necessary to mention the same 
an the charge unless it has already been set out in the main charged 

See also the undermentioned case. 4 

12. Unnecessary averments in the charge — Surplusage. — 
As has been seen in Note l, a charge should never contain more than 
what is necessary for the prosecution to prove. 1 Allegations in the 
•charge which are not necessary to bo proved to constitute an offence 
and which might he entirely omitted without affecting the chargo 
against the prisoner and without detriment to the indictment are, 
however, considered as mere surplusage and may be disregarded in 
■evidence. 2 

13. Defective charge — Effect of. — See Section 225. 

14. Form of charge in various offences. — See Section 223. 

15. Cases where no charge need he framed. — No charge is 
necessary to be framed in the following cases : 

(1) inquiries under s. 117 ; 

(2) trials of summons cases (see S. 242); and 

(3) summary cases where no appeal lies (S. 203). 

Tliero is a difference of opinion as to whether there should be a 
definite charge in prosecutions under the Insolvency Acts. According 
.to the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Nagpur it is not essential that 
there should be a definite charge, a finding and a conviction as a 
foundation for a sentence under the said provisions. All that the law 
requires is that the principles underlying a criminal trial should be 
•observed. So, where an insolvent proceeded against under that Act 
was informed of the nature of the proceedings and the offence with 
which he was' charged, it was held that the essentials of criminal trial 
were sufficiently complied with. 1 The High Court of Calcutta 2 and the 
•Chief Court of the Punjab 3 have, however, taken a contrary view. 


'3. (’12) 13 Cr. L ,T. 218 (219) : 39 Gal 781 : 14 I. C. 314, Eudrulullah v. Emperor. 
4. (’26) AIR 1926 Nag 459 (4G0, 4G1) : 27 Ori L Jour 830, Dcoji v. Emperor. 
(Where the accused was separately charged under S, 325 (grievous hurt) and 
S. 149 (unlawful assembly), but there was no mention of S. 149 in the chnrge 
• under S. 325 — Held, that the irregularity was curable under S, 537.) 

Note 12 

1. (’26) AIR 192G Oudh 245 (247,248) : 27Cr.L. J. 57, Bhutan v. Emperor. (For 
a charge under S. 39G it is not necessary ■ for the prosecution to prove that the 
murder was committed jointly by all the accused.) 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal G75 (67G, 677) : 55 Cal 858 : 29 Cri L Jour 1022, Satya 
Narain w Emperor. (See Russel on Crimes, Book G, Ch. 2, S, 3.) 

(’67) 4 Bom HCli Cr Cas 17 (22), Beg. v. Francis Cassidy. 

Note 15 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Nag 214 (214, 215) : 19 Cri L Jour 627, Ganpaty v. Chimnaji. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 117 (117) : 16 Cr. L. J. 135, Harihar Singh w.Molicsliwar. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 624 (625) : 21 Cr. L. J. 481, J. M. Lucas v. Official Assignee 

of Bengal. (Charge not framed in pursuance of notice which did not set forth the 
substance of offence — Conviction under that charge set aside.) 

3. (’16) AIR 1916 Lah 182 (183) : 17 Cr. L. J. 318 (319) : 1916 Pun Re No. 110, 

■ Cr, Nazuab v. Topan Ram. (No charge of any specific offence under S. 43, Pro- 
vincial Insolvency Act — Proceedings held wholly irregular.) 


Section 221 
Notes 11-15 
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Section 222 


222..* W The charge shall contain such 
Particulars as to time, particulars as to the time and 
place and person. place of the alleged offence, and 

the person (if any) against whom, or the thing (if 
any) in respect of which, it was committed, as are 
reasonably sufficient to give the accused notice of the 
matter with which he is charged. 

(2) When the accused is charged with criminal 
breach of trust or dishonest misappropriation, of 
money, it shall be sufficient to specify the gross sum 
in respect of which the offence is alleged to have been 
committed, and the dates between which the offence 
is alleged to have been committed, without specifying 
particular items or exact dates, and the charge so 
framed shall be deemed to be a charge of one offence 
within the meaning of section 23d : 

Provided that the time included between the first 
and last of such dates shall not exceed one year. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Time of offence. 

4. Person against whom offence 

was committed. 

5. Thingin respect of which offence 

was committed. 

6. Sub-section (2) — Charge of 

criminal breach of trust or 
dishonest misappropriation. 


7. Applicability of sub-section (2) 

to cases where there are two 
or more accused persons. 

8. Charge under sub-section (2) f 

whether trial for another item 
misappropriated during same 
period is barred. 

9. Charge of criminal conspiracy. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Charge and proof. See Note 2. 

Charge to be definite • — Else bad. Sec 
Notes 2 and 6. 

Cheating a corporation. See Note 4. 

Dates extending for more than a year — 
Illegal. See Note G. 

Definite charges even in specification of 
gross sum. See Note G. 

Different offences not to be clubbed. 
See Note 6. 

Finding as to definite sum misappro- 
priated needed. See Note G. 


General deficiency in accounts. See 
Note G. 

.Toining of other offences. See Note G. 

Specification of different items. See 
Note G. 

Sub-section (2) — Scope, object and effect. 
See Note 6. 

Sufficiency of particulars. Sec Notes 2 
and 3. 

Sufficient notice. See Notes 2 and 3. 

Within the meaning of S. 234 and not 
other sections. See Note 6. 


4. Legislative changes. 

Differences between the Codes of 1S01 and 1872 : 

There was no corresponding section in the Code of 1SG1. The 
section was first enacted in the Code of 1S72 as S. 440. 


Code of 1882 : S. 222 : Same as snb-s. (1). Sub-section (2) was added in 1898. 
Code of 1872 : S. 440 Code of 1861 — Nil. 
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Changes introduced in 18S2 : 

The thing in respect of which the offence was committed was 
made one of the matters in respect of which particulars were to bo 
given in the charge. 

Changes made in ISOS : 

Sub-section ( 2 ) was added. See KotcG. 


2. Scope of the section. — In addition to the particulars specified 
in S.221 it is necessary, as provided by this section, that the charge 
should contain particulars as to the time and place of the alleged 
offence and the person (if any) against whom and the thing (if any) 
in respect of which the oflonce is alleged to have been committed. 1 
Such particulars of the above points must be given ns are reasonably 
sufficient to give the accused notice of the matter with which he is 
chnrged. 2 But the charge is not necessarily invalidated by the giving 
of more particulars than are absolutely necessarv. 3 

As to the effect of an omission to state or of an error in the statement 
of the particulars required hy this section, see Ss. 225 and 232. As to 
when the manner of the commission of the offence should be given in 
the charge, see S. 223 and Xotes thereunder. 


3. Time of offence. — The time of the alleged offence should be 
given in the charge with as much particularity as is necessary to give 
the accused sufficient notice of the matter of which he is charged. 1 


, „ bection 222 — Note 2 

f 503 ’ 30 *b Quccn-Emprcss v. Fahirappa. 
mo! ‘itt? tojo ^jdy°rM7y-20Cr.'I J J.3ol,Eumar(imu(huPillai x. Emperor. 
(19) AIR 1919 P.if 27 (30): 4 PL.T 71:20 Cr.L.J. 1G1 (FB), Ml. Kcsar v. Emperor. 
(Charge to be precise in scope and particular in detail.) 

(’1G) AIR 19IG Mad 571 (572) : 1G Cr.L.J. 29S (299), In re Mchalahali Subbadu. 
,,t'„ I )oUcncss of charge— Place and name of articles stolen etc., not mentioned.) 

( O') G Cri L .Tour 4-1 G (448, 419) (Lull), Gowardhan Das v. Emperor, (Charge for 
noting should set out the period, place find the common object.) 

H V?] U on ?To^F li rJ jCtt ° rS 2 ( Fornis charge in cases of rape indicated.) 

( 84) G All 204 (207), Empress v. Khairati. (Charge under S. 377, Penal Code 
should allege the time when, the place where and any known or unknown person 
™ particular act charged as offence under S. 377 was committed.) 

//-11 ^ ^ 0l J5 (^04) : 15 Ind Cas G18 (Mad), Govinda 1 Reddy v. Emperor. 

(Charge under Rule 8 of S. 2G of the Madras Forest Act should state that the 
place from whore the tree was cut was reserved forest.) 

(’94) 1894 Rat 710 (713), Quccn-Emprcss v. Abdul Racak. (Place of the riotiu" 
•should bo stated.) 0 

(’74) 1874 Rat 80 (SO, 81), Reg v. Gokaldas. (Charge under Ss. 193, 194, Penal Code 
s /in \ .W* before what Court the alleged false statement was made.) 

2. ( 02) 15 CP L R 112 (113), Emperor v. V in ay ah Jagcshwar. (Charge of house 
trespass at Nagpur is too vague.) 

[Sec ( 79) 1879 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 48 (53), Slier Ali v. Empress. (Charge of 
criminal conspiracy within limits of determinate area (e. g., a village) is not 
. too vague.)] 0 ’ 

C91) 15 Bom 491 (503, 504), Quccn-Emprcss v. Fahirappa. 

/I Jt (Charge of breaking into a house with intent to commit 

Mention of house-owner’s name proper though not quite necessary.) 

( 67) 4 Bom H C R Cr 17 (22, 24), Reg v. Francis Cassidy. (Unnecessary allegations 
m charge may be rejected as surplusage, and it is not necessary to prove them in 
order to sustain the charge.) . 


1. (’03) 30 Cal 402 (404) : 7 C W N 

(The charge for defamation should 

defamation was committed.) 


Note 3 

74, Bisliwanath Das v. Ecshcb Gandhabanilc. 
contain the particular occasion on which the- 


Section 22E 
Notes 1-3 
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•Section 222 
•IJotes 3-5 


Where it is impossible to specify the particular date on which the 
offence was committed, it will be sufficient to state two dates between 
which the offence was committed. 2 

As to the effect of error or omission in regard to this particular, 
see sections 225 and 232. 

5. Person against whom offence was committed. — The 

charge should also state with sufficient clearness the person, if any, 
against whom the alleged offence was committed. Thus, in a case of 
theft, the charge should state the person whose property was stolen. 1 
Similarly, in a charge of cheating, the name of the person cheated 
must be stated. 2 See also the undermentioned case's. 3 

{’30) AIR 1930 Sind 62 (63, 61) : 30 Cri L Jour 1073, Ali Mahomed v. Emperor. 
(Number of instances in which the accused defamed the complainant — Charge 
should make clear which particular incident is being alluded to.) 

{’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 37 (38) : 1 Beng L R A Cr 13, Queen v. Futteali Biswas. 
(Charge under S. 193, Penal Code — The judicial proceedings and the particular 
stage of the judicial proceeding should be stated.) 

{’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 47 (47, 48) : 7 Beng LR App 66, Queen v. Moharaj Misser. 
(Charge of giving false evidence — The exact date in which, the Court or officer 
before whom, and the stage at which the evidence was given, should be alleged.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (691) : 26 Cr.L. J. 1513 : 49 Mad 74, In re Mallu Dora. 
(Offence of waging war against the King — Single general charge without giving 
date held bad.) 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 616 (617) : 25 Cri L Jour 997 : 51 Cal 488, Bhola Nath 
Hitter v. Emperor. (Charge of adultery — Impossibility to specify the particular 
date when intercourse took place — It is sufficient to specify two dates between 
which the offence was committed.) 

■(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 16 (19, 48) : 16 Cri L Jour 354 (357, 388, 398) : 1915 Pun Re 
No. 17 Cr, Bal M oh and v. Emperor. (Conspiracy — Specification of exact date of 
inauguration not necessary as in most cases it would be impossible to give it.) 
[Nee also (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 347(347) : 27 Cr.L.J. 909, Farzand Aliy. Emperor. 
(Charge of cheating — Month only given — Held irregularity is cured by S. 537.)] 

Note 4 

1. (1865) 2 Suth W R Cr L 5 (5). 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr L 15 (15). (Form of charge in cases of theft or breach of 
trust by a servant indicated.) 

2. (1862-63) 1 Mad H C R 31 (34, 37) : 1 Weir 471, Queen v. Williams. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 18 (41) : 25 Cri L Jour 1313, P. E. Billinghurst v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 420, Penal Code, should state the person or persons deceived 
and induced to issue a cheque.) 

•(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 124 (129) : 8 C W N 278 (FB), Hurjee Mull v. Imam Ali Sircar. 
(Attempt to cheat — Person intended to be cheated and manner of cheating should 
be set out in the charge.) 

[See also (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 495(498}:'26 Cr.L.J. 330:51 Cal 250, Legal Bemembran- 
ccr of Bengal v. Manmatha Nath Bhusan. (Offence of cheating a corporation.)] 

3. (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 439 (440) : 63 Cal IS : 161 Ind Cas 280, Abinasli Chandra 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 405, Penal Code, not stating who made the alleged 
entrustment, or who suffered from the alleged breach of trust, offends against 
the provisions of S. 222 (1), Criminal P. C.) 

■.(’92) 19 Cal 105 (110), Ferasat v. Empress. (Charge under S. 152, Penal Code — 
Particular public servant assaulted should be named.) 

’66) 5 Suth W R Cri L 6 (6). (Charge under S. 221, Penal Code, should state the 
names of the men suffered or ordered to escape — Charge for causing hurt should 
state the person to whom hurt was caused.) 

.(1863) 1 Bom H C R 95 (96), Beg. v. Siddu. (Charge under S. 411, Penal Code 

The name of the owner must be specified.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 129(129) : 27 Cr.L.J. 32 : 20 SLR 3, Eyder v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 63 (64) : 3 Beng L R App Cr 1 Sn, Empress v. Dina Sheikh. 
(Person hurt must be .specified.) 

.(’70) 14 Suth WRCrl3(13), Queen v. Parbutty. (Charge under S, 403, Penal Code, 
should state the person whose property was dishonestly appropriated or converted.) 
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5. Thing in respect of which offence was committed. — 
Where the offence is committed in respect of any thing, the charge 
should specify the thing with sufficient particularity. For instances, 
see the undermentioned cases . 1 

6. Sub-section (2) — Charge of criminal breach of trust or 
dishonest misappropriation. — Prior to the enactment of sub-s. (2) 
in the Code of 189S there was a conflict of decisions 1 as to whether, in 
a case of criminal breach of trust or dishonest misappropriation of 
money, it was necessary to frame a distinct charge in respect of each 
item of money misappropriated or whether it was sufficient to frame 
a charge in respect of the aggregate sum misappropriated though it 
might be composed of different items misappropriated on different 
occasions. This conflict is set at rest by the enactment of this sub- 
section. Where a person commits criminal breach of trust or dishonest 
misappropriation in respect of various sums at different times in the 
course of a single year, ho may now be charged in respect of the total 
of all the sums as for a single offence without specifying the items of 
which it is composed or the dates on which they were misappropriated . 2 


{1865) 2 Sutli IV R Cr L 7 (7). (Person from whom money was extorted should be 
stated — The public servants to whom false information was given should be stated.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 57 (59): 28 S. L. R. 119 : 35 Cr.L.J. 1337, Dur Mohammad 
v. Emperor. (Charge of conspiracy — Defrauding public by deceitful means men- 
tioned — Persons defrauded not specified — Charge not bad.) 

{ ’ 05) 2 Cri L Jour 381 (381) : 15 M L J 224 : 2 Weir 231, Anantha Goundan v. 
Emperor. (Imputation of unchnstity to a married woman — Charge stating 
husband as the person defamed — Not bad.) 

Note 5 

1. (’90) 1890 Rat 529 (530), Empress v. Nathu Lalji. (Accused, having been 
summoned to answer a charge of storing wool under the City of Bombay Muni- 
cipal Act of 18S8, was convicted of storing cotton — Held, that the conviction wns 
illegal, the accused having had no opportunity of meeting the latter charge.) 

(’06) 3' Cr. L. J. 153 (159) : 33 Cal 295 : 2 C. L. J. 510, Parcs Nath v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 147, Penal Code, should state the property in respect of which 
the riot is said to hnve taken place.) 

(’90) 15 Bom 189 (194), Queen-Empress v. Abaji Ramchandra. (Charge under 
S. 475, Penal Code — It should stato the particular papers, bearing a counterfeit 
mark or device, which the accused had in his possession with the intent men- 
tioned in the section.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudli 475 (475, 476) : 36 Cr. L. J. 120G, Shalcur v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 411, Penal Code (receiving stolen property) must specify the 
articles alleged to bo dishonestly received or retained.) 

Note 6 

1. Gases holding that for each item there must be a separate charge: 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), In re G. A. Ghettar. 

(’97) 2 Cal W N 341 (346), Eliaram Ali v. Empress. 

(’97) 24 Cal 193 (196), Queen-Empress v. Pursolham Pass. 

(’75) 7NWPHCE 196 (199), Queen x. Dulcaram. 

(’87) 14 Cal 128 (131, 132), In the matter of Luchminarain. (So assumed in 
this case.) 

Cases holding that it was enough if the aggregate amount was specified : 

(’93) 1893 Rat 659 (665, 666, 667), Queen-Empress v. Waman. 

(’95) 18 All 116 (118) : 1896 A \Y N 11, Budhu v. Babulal. (17 All 153, followed.) 

(’95) 17 All 153 (l55) : 1895 A W N 37, Empress v. Kellie. 

2. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 442 (443, 444) : 7 1. C. 186 : 33 All 36, Emperor x. Ebrahim Khan. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (138) : 40 Cr.L.J. 579, Ramchandra Rango x. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 175 (175) : 30 Cri L Jour 706, Anil Krista x. Badam Santra. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 145 (147) : 6 Luck 435 : 33 Cr.L.J. 343, Shiam v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 133 (135) ; 29 Mad 558, Thomas x. Emperor. 


Section 222 
Notes 5-6 
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Section 222 The amendment has removed two difficulties -which used to be felt 

Note 6 under the old Code . 3 Firstly, there w r as great difficulty in convicting 

an accused person where there w r as a running account between the 
parties and the prosecution was unable to specify the particular item 
in respect of which the offence was committed. This difficulty has been 
removed by the provision that it is not necessary to specify the items 
in respect of which the offence was committed and that it is enough 
to mention the gross sum in respect of which the offence w T as committed. 
The second difficulty w’as that under S. 234 more than three offences 
of the same hind could not be tried at the same trial. Hence, in the 
absence of any provision enabling the clubbing together of different 
items it was found impossible to try at one trial more than three acts 
of criminal breach of trust or dishonest misappropriation though 
committed in the course of the same year and by the same accused. 
The provision that a charge may be laid for the gross sum of which 
the different items (misappropriated in a single year) are composed 
and that such a charge constitutes only a charge for a single offence 
for the purpose of S. 234, has now removed this difficulty. Reading this 
section and S. 234, three separate charges of criminal breach of trust 
or criminal misappropriation in respect of three gross sums each made 
up of separate items, can be legally tried together provided the offences 
in respect of all the three gross sums are alleged to have been committed 
within a space of twelve months. 3a 

Though the sub-section dispenses w r ith the specification of particular 
items or the dates on which they were misappropriated, it requires the 
gross sum alleged to have been misappropriated and the dates between 
which the offence is alleged to have been committed to he specified in 
the charge ; a charge which does not specify even these particulars 
wall be bad . 4 Similarly, the sub-section does not in any way affect 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 578 (5S0) : 30 Bom 49 : 7 Bom L R 633, Emperor v. Datto 
Hanmant. (Introduction of greater detail than is necessary, in no way affects the 
jurisdiction of the Court.) 

(’06) 3 Cr.L.J. 13S (139, 140) : 32 Cal 1085 : 10C WN51, Sat Narain v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 637 (638) : 27 All 69 : 1904 AW N165, Emperor v. Ishtiaq Alnnad. 
(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 791 (792, 793) : 31 Cal 928 : 8 C W N 807, Saminiddin Sarhar v. 
Nibaran Chandra. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 409 (409) : 28 Cri L Jour 469, Harcndra Kumar v. Emperor. 
(’02) 24 All 254 (255): 1902 A W N 44, Emperor v. Gulsari Lai. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 267 (26S) : 52 All 941 : 32 Cr.L.J. 155, Emperor v. Prem Narain. 
(’OS) 8 Or. L. J. 160 (160) : 1 Sind L R 38, Emperor v. AH Bux. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 232 (233) : 13 Pat 170: 35 Cr.L.J. 876, Bamkishoonv. Emperor: 
(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 17S (179) : 31 N L R 337 : 36 Cr.L.J. 1216, G. S. Bamsheshan 
v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 312 (313) : 62 Cal 808, Kashiram Jhunjhunioalla v. Hurdat 
Bax. (Acts of misappropriation may be treated as constituting “same transaction” 
for purpose of S. 235.) 

[See also (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 15 (16) : 131. C. 108 (Mad), In re Theophilus Bamappa.' 
(Where person receives money for the express purpose of using it for his master’s 
benefit in a particular way, he is entrusted with money, and his appropriation 
of it to himself amounts to criminal breach of trust and not cheating.)) 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 260 (261) : 26 Cr. L. J. 532, Khirode Kumar v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 19320udh 145 (147):6 Luck 435:33Cr.L.J. 343, Shiam Sundar v. Emperor: 
3a. (’40) 44 C W N 175 (176, 177), Madhusudan Muhhcrjee v. Emperor. 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 379 (383): 38 Cr. L. J. 9, Baburao Tatyarao v. Emperor. 
(Charge of criminal breach of trust not unfolding even approximately the dates 
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the principle that the accused must have a definite charge to answer; 
a charge which contains the gross sum and the dates as mentioned in 
this sub-section may yet he bad as being too vague. 3 Nor does the 
section dispense with the necessity of a finding as to a definite sum 
having been misappropriated before the accused can be convicted}'' 
The sub-section does not prohibit the specification of particular 
items misappropriated where a gross sum is given as the subject-matter 
of the offence. 7 So also, where a charge is laid under this section for 
a gross sum embezzled, the Court is not precluded from examining 
the -evidence in respect of each item which went to make up the total 
amount entered in tho eharge-shcet." a Nor does the fact that particular 
items are specified in the charge detract from its character as a charge 
for a single offence and convert it into a charge for as many offences 
as there are items particularised. 8 

The sub-section only provides that if and when a charge is laid 
for a gross sum instead of for particular items, the chai-ge is to be 
treated as a charge for a single offence irrespective of the number of 
items of which tho gross sum is composed. It does not prohibit the 
framing of different charges in respect of different items; 0 nor permit 
such charges when framed to be treated as a charge for a single 
offence. 10 'It applies not only to cases where there is a general 
deficiency and tho prosecution is not able to specify particular items 
but also to cases whore the particular items might have been, but are 
not specified. 11 

Tho sub-section only applies to cases of criminal breach of trust 
or dishonest misappropriation in respect of money. Where the offence 

between which accused dishonestly converted to his own use the property in question 
anti referring only to the (late on which the conversion was discovered, is bad for 
vagueness.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lali 109 (109) : 28 Cri L .Tour 170, Emperor v. Abdur Hallman. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 273 (275) : 36 Cri L Jour 518, Piary Lai v. Emperor. 

5. (’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 439 (440) : G3 Cal 18: 161 1. C. 2S0, Abinash Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 137 (138, 139) (Lali), Maliommad Shah v. Emperor. 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 All 274 (275) : 22 Cr. L. J. 84:42 All 522, Mohan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 260 (261) : 26 Cri L Jour 532, Khirodc Kumar v. Emperor. 

[Rut see (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 148 (149) : 29 Cr. L. J. 407 : 52 Bom 280, Emperor 
v. Byramji Jamcslji. (Accused can bo convicted where prosecution establishes 
that some of the money mentioned in the charge has been misappropriated by 
him even though it may be uncertain what is the exact amount so misappro- 
priated.)] 

7. (’04) 1 Cri L. J. 791 (793) : 31 Cal 928 -.SOWN 807, Samiruddin v. Nibaran. 
(’05) 2 Cr.L, J. 578(580): 30 Bom 49 : 7 Bom LR 633, Emperor v. Datlo Hanmant. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 717 (718) : 32 Cr. L. J. 321, Bahim Bux Sarhar v. Emperor. 

(Giving of particulars does not embarrass the accused but is an advantage.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 232 (233) : 13 Pat 170 : 35 Cr. L. J. 876, Ramkishoon v. Emperor. 
7a. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 376 (377): 37 Cr. L. J. 941, Krishna Priya v. Emperor. 

8. (’04) 27 All 69 (70) : 1904 AWN 165, Emperor v. Ishtiaq Ahmad. 

(’02) 24 All 254 (255) : 1902 A W N. 44, Emperor v. Gvlsari Lai. 

9. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 978 (980) : 32 Cri L Jour 223, Kanakayya v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 337 (338) : 5 I. C. 970 (Bom), Emperor v. Kashinath Bagaji. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 327(327):34 Cr.L.J. 673 ,Ramcshwar Brijmohan v. Emperor. 
(.’26) AIR 1926 Bom 110 (113): 49 Bom 892:27 Cr.L.J. 305, Emperor v. Mananl. 
(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 341 (342) : 30 Mad 328 : 17 M L J 141, Kasi Visivanathan v. Emperor. 

[Sce(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 161 (162):32 Cr.L.J. 1068, Seva Subramonian v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 86(87,88): 6 Luck 441:32 Cr.L.J. 54.0, DubriMisscr v. Emperor.] 

11. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 133 (135) : 29 Mad 558, Thomas v. Emperor. 


Section 222 
Note 6 
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Section 222 lias been committed in respect of any other property, the sub-section 
Note 6 does not apply. 12 

The sub-section applies only to offences of criminal breach of 
trust or dishonest misappropriation . 13 Thus, where the accused is 
alleged to have obtained on different occasions several sums from the 
complainant by false pretences, a single charge of cheating in respect 
of all the items is not tenable. 14 So also, this sub-section does not 
apply to cases where the accused is charged with criminal breach of 
trust or criminal misappropriation and some other offence, such as 
falsification of accounts, cheating, etc. The provision enabling different 
items to be lumped together and be charged as a single offence in the 
case of a criminal breach of trust or dishonest misappropriation cannot 
be made use of to justify a joint trial of such offence with an offence 
of a different character. 13 

12. ’ (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 575 (576) : 40 Cr. L. J. 851, Public Prosecutor v. N. S. 
Sharma. (S. 222 (2) applies to criminal breach of trust or dishonest misappro- 
priation of money and not of goods — Single charge cannot be framed in respect 
of total cash and total value of goods misappropriated.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Oudh 280 (280) : 26 Oudh Gas 4 : 24 Cr. L. J. 10, Sarju Prasad v. 
Emperor. (Charge for criminal breach of trust of some ornaments — Particular 
acts of breach of trust must be set out.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 567 (567) : 12 I. C. 655 (Mad), Raghavcjidra Eao v. Emperor. 

(Does not apply to criminal appropriation of timber.) 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Cal 233 (234) : 18 Cr. L. J. 310 (311), AsrafullaSarkarv. Emperor. 
(Misappropriation of specific articles.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 223 (224) : 49 All 312 : 28 Cr. L. J. 171, Hainan Lai v. Emperor. 
(Criminal breach of trust of ornaments.) 

[See (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 521 (521) : 30 Cr. L. J. 329, Dwarkadas v. Emperor. 
(Criminal breach of trust in respect of money — What is — Agent entrusted 
with goods for sale misappropriating the sale proceeds is within the section.)] 
[See also (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 372 (374) : 12 C WN577 ,BipraDasGiriv.Niradamoni 
Bcwa. (Charge under S. 406, 1. P. G., in respect of some deeds not good.)] 

13 . (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 102 (103) : 32 Cr. L. J. 611, Abdur Rahim v. Emperor. 
(S. 222, sub-s. (2), has no application to charges of cheating.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 110 (113) : 49 Bom 892 : 27 Cr.L. If .30 5, Emperor v. Manant.' 
(Does not apply to* the oSences of falsification of accounts S. 477A, Penal Code.) 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 296(296):15 Cr.L.J. 153(154):41 Cal 722, Ramanv. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 327 (327) : 34 Cr. L. J. 673, Ramcshiuar v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 21 (22) : 13 I. C. 213 (Mad). Lakshminarain v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 341 (342) : 30 Mad 32S : 17 M L J 141, Easi v. Emperor. (Do.) ' 
(’99) 26 Cal 560 (564) : 3 C W N 412, Queen-Empress v. Mati Lai Lahiri. (Do.) 
(’02) 4 Bom L R 433 (434), Emperor v. Nathalal Bajuji. (Do.) 

(1900) 10 Mad L Jour 147 (186) (FB), Subramania Iyer v. Empress. (Sub-s. (2) 
does not apply to the oHence of bribery or extortion.) 

14. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 977 (97S, 979) : 1 A L J 599, Raja Khan v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 102 (103) : 32 Cri L Jour 611, Abdxir Rahim v. Emperor. 

15 . (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (143) : 40 Cri L Jour 579, Ramchandra Rango v. 
Emperor. (The section only says that the charge is to be treated as charge of one 
oSence and not that there is only one offence in such a case — Hence not 
necessarily same transaction within S. 235 — A I R 1935 Cal 312 dissented from.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (159) : 60 Bom 148 : 37 CriL Jour 688, Shapurji Sorabji 
v. Emperor. (Charge of misappropriation can be joined at one trial with charges 
of forgery and cheating only if the offences have been committed in course of 
same transaction.) 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 341 (342) : 30 Mad 328 : 17 M L J 141 : 2 M L T 177, Easi 
Viswanathan v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 462 (462) : 38 All 42 : 16 Cri L Jour 813, Kalita Prasad v. 
Emperor. (Offences under S. 477A, Penal Code.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 110 (113) : 49 Bom 892 : 27 Cr. L. J. 305, Emperor v. Manant. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 440 (441) : 19 Cri L Jour 187, Emperor v. Jagat Ram. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 296(296);15 Cr.L.J. 153:41 Cal 722, Raman Beharyv. Emperor. 
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The sub-section requires that the period during -which the offence 
is alleged to have been committed should not exceed one year. Thus, 
where the dates of misappropriation of the various items extend over 
a period of more than one year, they cannot all bo lumped together 
in the same charge. 10 

The provision enabling it to bo stated that the offence was 
committed between certain dates (instead of on a certain date) applies 
not only to cases where different items are alleged to have boon 
misappropriated on different occasions and a charge is framed in 
respect of the gross sum made up of the different items, but also 
to cases where a spcci fic sum is alleged to have been the subject of 
the offence. 17 

Where a single charge is framed under this section in respect of 
the embezzlement of different sums, it is only a single sentence that 
can be passed on the accused ; a separate sentence cannot be passed in 
respect of each of the items included in the charge. 1 ’’ 

Under S. 181, sub-s.(2), a charge of criminal misappropriation or 
criminal breach of trust can be tried or inquired into either at fire- 
place where the offence was committed or at the place where any part 
of the property was received or retained by the accused. As this- 
sub-section (of S. 222) enables any number of acts of misappropriation 
committed in the course of the same year to be combined in the same 
charge, jurisdiction to try the chnrge arises at any place where the 
offence was committed in respect of any of the items included in the 
charge or at any place where the money involved in the misappro- 
priation of any of the items was received or retained by the accused. 10 
See also Note 9. 

7. Applicability of sub-section (2) to cases where there are- 
two or more accused persons. — There is a conflict of decisions as 
to the applicability of sub-s.(2) to cases where two or more persons 
are accused of criminal breach of trust or dishonest misappropriation' 
so as to enable a single charge being framed in respect of the total 
sum misappropriated in a given period where such sum is made up of 

(’31) AIR 1031 Rang 101 (1G2) : 32 Cr, L. <!. 1008, Seva Subramonianv. Emperor. 
(Offence under S. 420, Penal Code.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 4 (5) : 30 All 351 : 5 A L J 400 : 1908 A W N 152, Emperor v. 
Mata Prasad. (Offence of forgery.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 012 (012) : 17Cr.L.J.3G9 (309), In rc Krislmamurthi Ayyar. 

16. (’30) 37 Cri L Jour 439 (440) : 03 Cal 18 : 101 1. C. 280, Abinasli v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 219 (223) : 19 I. C. 315 (Cal), Promothanalh Bay v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 130 (131) : 1905 Pun Rc No. 14 Cr, Dhanjibhay v. Eaim Khan. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 241 (244) : 30 Cri L Jour 477, Munnoo Lai v. Emperor. 

(Accused prejudiced — Conviction set aside.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 132 (133) : 35 Cri L Jour 093, Deonarain Singh v. Emperor. 

. (Conviction set aside as period, exceeded one year.) 

[See (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 908 (909) : 25CriL Jour 1053, Harry Jones v. Emperor. 
(Quarc — Whether a charge under Penal Code, S. 409, is altogether had as 
alleging an offence between two dates, the last of which is after the date of the 
complaint.)] 

17. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557(500): 53 Bom 119:30 Cr.L.J. 185, Vinayah v.Empcror. 

18. (’31) AIR 1931 All 207 (208, 209) : 52 All 941 : 32 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. 
Prem Narain. 

19. (’32) AIR 1932 All 26 (27, 28) : 33 Cri L Jour 127, Sunder Lai v. Emperor.. 
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several items misappropriated oil different occasions. On the one hand, 
it has been held by the Calcutta High Court that the sub-section 
contemplates only cases in which there is only one accused person 
and that where there are two or more accused persons in a case, 
separate charges must be framed in respect of the several items as for 
■different offences. 1 The Madras High Court has, on the other hand, 
field that there is no reason to restrict the scope of the sub-section 
in this way and even in eases where there are two or more accused 
persons in a case, it is open to the Court to lump together the 
different items misappropriated on different occasions and frame a 
-single charge in respect of the total sum composed of the different 
items. 2 The Bombay High Court has also accepted the same view. y 
But where the charge alleges that some of the accused took part in 
the misappropriation only in respect of some of the items of which the 
total sum is composed, the sub-section has no application and a single 
•charge cannot he framed so as to cover the acts of all the accused. 4 

8. Charge under sub-section (2) — Whether trial for another 
item misappropriated during same period is barred. — Where an 
accused is charged under sub-s.(2) with criminal breach of trust in respect 
of a gross sum alleged to have been misappropriated by him between 
two given dates and is convicted or acquitted of such charge, he can bo 
tried again in respect of another sum of money alleged to have been 
misappropriated by him during the same period but not included in 
the sum which was the subject-matter of the previous trial. 1 Such a 
trial is not barred under S. 403. The reason is that in such a case the 
subsequent trial is not for the same offence as formed the subject of 
previous trial. A fortiori, where the previous trial was not for a gross 
sum misappropriated between two dates but was for misappropriation 
of specific sums of money received on specific dates, a fresh trial for 
another offence in respect of a different sum of money said to have 
been misappropriated about the same time is not barred. 2 


Note 7 

1. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 30G (307) : 15 I. C. G50 (Cal), Girwar Narain v. Emperor. 
(It is impossible to hold that two persons can be guilty of misappropriation of the 
same parcel of money.) 

[See also (’07) G Cr. L. J. 4-12 (444):G C. L. J. 737, Tilal; Dhari Das v. Emperor. 
(Two persons accused of different offences committed in different transactions 
relating to different persons should bo tried separately.)] 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 524 (525) : 17 Cri L Jour 30 (31), In re Appadurai Ayyar. 

3. (’36) AIR 193G Bom 379 (382) : 3S Cr. L. J. 9, Baburao Tati/arao v. Emperor. 
(Two accused — Lumping together the sums said to have been misappropriated 
held to be proper.) 

■4. (’31) AIR 1931 Rang 90 (93, 94):S Rung 632:32 Cr. L. J. 930, Mccriah v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 654 (G5G):50 Cal 632:25 Cr.L.J. 156, Nagcndrav. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 209 (209):53 All 411 : 32 Cr.L.J. 376, Brijhean Dasv. Emperor. 

•(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 337 (339) : 5 I. C. 970 (Bom), Emperor v. Eashinath Bagaji Sali. 

[See also (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 457 (459) : 57 Cal 17 : 31 Cr. L. J. 747, Sidh Nath 
v. Emperor. (If a person misappropriates different sums of money he commits 
so many offences — But it is not proper that he should be tried as many times 
when he could have been tried for all of them at one trial.)] 

[Bat see (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 524 (525) : 17 Cr. L. J. 30(32), In re Appadurai Ayyar .] 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 978 (9S0) : 32 Cri L Jour 223, lianahayya v. Emperor. 

See also S. 403 Note 5. 
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9. Charge of criminal conspiracy. — In n charge of criminal 
conspiracy to commit an offence, the same certainty is not required in 
stating the object of the conspiracy as in a charge for the offence 
conspired to be committed. Thus, a charge of criminal conspiracy to 
commit a criminal breach of trust or criminal misappropriation is not 
bad for want of particulars ns to daies, etc. of the alleged misappro- 
priation . 1 Nor is such a charge bad because the period of the conspiracy 
is said to exceed one year . 2 


223.* When the nature of the case is such 
, that the particulars mentioned in 

When manner or . * , _ _ ^ 

■commiuing offence sections 221 and 222 do not give the 
must be stated. accused sufficient notice of the matter 

•with which he is charged, the charge shall also 
contain such particulars of the manner in which the 
alleged offence was committed as will be sufficient 
for that purpose. 

Illustration s 


(a) A is accused of the theft of a certain article situ certain time and place. 
The charge need not set out the manner in which the- theft w:e» e fleeted. 

(b) A is accused of cheating B at a given time and place. The charge must 
set out the manner in which A cheated B. 

(c) A is accused of giving fal-o evidence at a given time and place. The 
charge must set out that portion of the evidence given by A which is alleged to be 
false. 

(A) A is accir-ed of obstructing B, a public servant, in the discharge of his 
public functions at a given time and place. The charge must set out the manner in 
which .1 obstructed B in the discharge of his function*. 

(c) A is accused of the murder of B at a given time and place. The charge 
need not state the manner in which .-1 murdered B. 

(f) A is accused of disobeying a direction of the law with intent to save 
B from punishment. The charge must set out the disobedience charged and the 
law infringed. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. Mode of framing charge in vari- 

ous cases. See Notes 3 to 9. 

3. Offence of giving false evidence. 

4. Rioting. 

5. House-breaking, criminal tres- 

pass, etc. 

■6. Sedition, promoting class- 
hatred, etc. 

7. Cheating. 

B. Defamation. 

9. Falsification of accounts. 


10. Hurt, grievous hurt, etc. 

1 1. Forgery, etc. 

12. Culpable homicide and murder. 

13. Receiving stolen property. 

14. Kidnapping and abduction. 

15. Extortion. 

16. Unlawful assembly. 

17. Other offences. 

18. Act done by several persons 

in furtherance of a common 
intention. 


* 1882 :S. 223; 1872 ; S. 441; 1861 ; Nil. 


Note 9 

1. ('38) AIR 1938 Cal 195 (199) : 39 Cr.L.J. 417, Bamkrishna Sinhaw Emperor. 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 195 (199) : 39 Cr.L.J. 417, Bamkrishna Sinhaw Emperor. 
<’38) AIR 1938 Sind 171 (173) : 39 Cr. L. ,T. 890 : I L R (1939) Kar 204, Emperor 

v. Balumal Ilotchancl. 

2Cr.S2. 
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Section 223 
Note 1 


Ollier Topics (miscellaneous) 

Notice of the charge. See Note 1. 

Particulars as to the manner of commission. See Note 1. 

Vague charges. See Note 1. 

1. Scope of the section, — The description of offences in the 
Penal Code must of necessity he expressed in abstract terms, but tho 
very object of the trial is to determine whether particular nets or 
omissions on the part of an accused fall or do not fall within the rule 
thus abstractedly stated. 1 Conformably to this principle, this section 
lays down that, in cases in which the particulars in Ss. 221 and 222 are 
not sufficient- to give the accused notice of the matters charged against 
him. the manner in which the offence was committed should also be 
stated in the charge.- The models of charges set forth in schedule V also- 
contain or imply the setting forth with reasonable particularity of tho 
matters alleged to constitute the offence. Thus, where an accused was 
charged that he “being a public servant knowingly disobeyed the 
direction of the law as to the way in which he had to conduct himself, 
etc.,’’ it was held that the charge should set forth what the direction 
was, and what the conduct was, which contravened it. :i 

As has been seen in Notes to S. 221, the object of these sections is 
firstly to ensure that the accused has sufficient notice of tho matter 
with which he is charged as otherwise lie will bo seriously prejudiced 
in his defence 1 and secondly to enable the Court to keep in view the 

Section 223 — Note 1 

1. (’78) 2 Bom 112 (l i t), Imperatnx v. 1'aban Khan. 

2. (’SS) AIR 103S Lab S2^ (831) : •)(> Cr. L. .T. 371, Gian Sir.qh v. Emperor. 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 3-5 (37) : 2S Sind L R 305 : 3G Cri L Jour 598, Ghousbux 

Mahomed Amin Khar. v. Emperor.] 

3. (’78) 2 Bom 1-52 (1-1 5), 1 mj eratrix v. Baban Khan. 

4. (’GO) 1SG9 Pun lie No. 3G Cr, p. Go, Metro Sinah v. Crown. 

(’So) 11 Cal 10G (10S), Behari Mahaton v. Queen-Empress. (Accused entitled to 
know with certainty and accuracy exact value of the charge brought against him. 
Unless lie has this knowledge, he must be seriously prejudiced in his defence. 
This, is true in all cases; hut it is more especially true in cn-'t-s where it is sought 
to implicate an accused person for acts not committed by himself but by others 
with whom lie was in company.) 

(’90) 15 Rom -191 (503, 50 i), Queen-Empress v. Fahirapa. 

(’78) 2 Bom 1-1*2 (1-1-5), hnperatrir v. Baban Khan. 

(’G7) 8 Suth W R Cr 95 (9G), In re Dowlat Mconshec. (Charge of giving false 
evidence — Words and expressions uttered by the accused and alleged to ho false 
should be given.) 

(’1G) AIR 19 1G Cal 188(192): lGCr.L.J.497(501):-12Cal957,.-Iwirifn?fl?v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 191G All CO (GO) : 17 Cr.L.J. 411 (-111), Bam Chandar Sahai v. Emperor. 
(It is not sufficient to say that at the close of the evidence the accused knows 
what is alleged against him.) „ 

(’G8) 10 Suth W R Cr 37 (38) : 1 Beng L R App Cr 13, Empress v. Fadlc Biswas. 
(A charge not specifying the judicial proceedings in which accused is alleged to 
have made a false statement is defective.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 All 322 (323): 19 Cr. L. ,T. 35, Sital v. Emperor. (In a case where 
it is doubtful what offence has been really committed by the accused, it is 
especially necessary that the charge should be clearly framed.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal G03 (G03, GO-5) : 2G Cr. L. J. 8-19, Kedarnath Ghahravarti v. 
Emperor. (Necessity of a system of written accusation specifying a definite 
criminal offence is of the essence of criminal procedure.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal G75 (G7G) : 55 Cal S58 : 29 Cr. L. J. 1022, Satya Narain v. 
Emperor. (In order to convict a man of an offence, all the material facts which 
constitute the offence, and which are necessary to enable the parties to avail. 
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real points in issue and to confine the evidence to such points . 3 

The section does not require that the manner in which the 
alleged offence was committed must be described in the charge in 
every case. When the nature of the case is such that the mere mention 
of the particulars specified in Ss. 221 and 222 affords sufficient notice 
to the accused of the matter with which he is charged, this section 
does not apply and particulars as to the manner of commission of the 
alleged offence need not be given in the charge . 0 No general rule, 
however, can be laid down as to in what cases such particulars will 
be necessary, the matter depending on the circumstances of each case . 7 

As to the extent to which particulars of the manner of commission 
of on offence should be given in a charge, no hard and fast rule can 
be laid down. Each case must depend on its own circumstances, regard 
being had to the question whether the particulars given are such as 
to give the accused sufficient notice of the matter he has to meet . 8 
Besides, the charge must allege all facts which are essential factors of 
the offence in question : see S. 221.° But a charge should not be prolix 


themselves of the verdict and judgment, should the same charge be again brought 
forward, must be stated.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 27 (30) : 4 Pat L Jour 74 : 20 Cri L Jour 161 (FB), Ml. Kesar 
v. .Emperor. (Charges to be precise in their scope and particular in their details.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (7) : 23 Cr. L. J. 114, Bal Kesar Singh v. Emperor. 

[, Sec (’23) AIR 1923 All 32a (326) : 24 Cr. L. J. 197, Abdul Wahid v. Abdullah. 
(Order under S. 476, in the absence of accusation of perjury, is bad.)] 

See also S.221 Notel, S.255 Note3, S.286 Note4, S. 476 Note 14 and S. 53-5 Note 3. 

5. (’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 36 Cr, p. 65 (65), Mcwa Singh v. Crown. 

[Sec (’IS)AIR 1918 Pat 448 (450,451):19 Cr.L. J. 169, Ramdhari Singh v. Emperor .] 

6. (’16) AIR 1916 All 60 (60) : 17 Cr. L. J. 411 (411), Ram Chandar v. Emperor. 
(Where a person by a single act of arson sets fire and destroys several stacks of 
several persons no particulars are necessary but it is otherwise in case of extor- 
tion practised on several persons.) ■ 

7. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 218 (219) : 14 I. C. 314 : 39 Cal 781, Kudrulullah v. Emperor. 

8. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 603 (604) : 26 Cr. L. J. 849, Kcdarnath v. Emperor. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 13 (13), Queen v, Parbutty Churn. (Prisoner could be little 

prejudiced by the informal character of the charge if offence is stated in such a 
way that it cannot reasonably be mistaken.) 

(1864) 1 Suth WBCrL 13 (13, 14). (Charge should not be abbreviated by the use 
of words ‘et ceteras’ — Explicit and full statements such as can easily be intelligible 
to an accused are always requisite in charges.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr L 5 (5). (Mere mention of section under which accused is 
charged is not enough.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr L 11 (11). (Do.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 676 (677) : 60 Cal 1394 : 34 Cri L Jour 1219, Rajabuddin 
Mandat v. Emperor. (It is not sufficient merely to charge the accused in the 
bare words of a section of the Code.) 

[Sec (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 274 (275) : 3 Ind Cas 344 (FB) (Mad), In re Ganapathy 
Sastri. (Charges against legal practitioner in proceedings under the Legal 
Practitioners Act must be precise and clear.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 303 (303) : 6 Ind Cas 269 (PC), In rc Chanda Singh. (Do.)] 
[See also (’93) 1893 Rat 659 (666, 667), Queen-Empress v. W avian. (If it is 
certain on the evidence, that there has been an offence the Code is sufficiently 
wide in its provisions to enable a charge of such offence to be framed and does 
not require the prosecution to furnish for such charge more particulars than 
under the circumstances it can reasonably be expected to know.)] 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 275 (276) : 38 Cri L Jour 380 (381), Vithal Sonaji v. 
Emperor. (Offence under S. 228, Penal Code — Stress should be laid on the 
essential element, namely, that the Court was sitting in a judicial proceeding 
at the time when the insult was offered.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 921 (921), Queen-Empress v. Punya Sdkharam. (Under S. 398, 
Penal Code, the carrying of arms must be distinctly alleged in the charge.) 


Section 22S 
Note i 
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Section 223 
Notes 1-3 


2. Mode of framing charge in various coses. — See Noli 1 - - 3 to 0. 

3. Offence of giving false evidence. — A charge of giving false 
evidence should bo very carefully drawn up and must contain full 
particulars of the manner in which the offence was committed. 1 It 
should specify the particular statements which are alleged to he false. 2 

(1SG4) I Ruth WKCr L 9(0). (Charge under R. 109, Penal Code, should slate that 
the act abetted was committed in consequence of the abetment.) 

(18G1) 1 Suth W It Cr L 13 (13). (Do.) 

(1SG5) ‘2 Suth W It Cr I. 19 (19, 20). (Charge under S. 171 nnd, if as would seem 
to he the cn«e, S. 4GS is alluded to with a view to specify the punishment, to 
which liability is incurred, the charge should have contained the words “punish- 
able under R. 171 coupled with R. 4Gs” and should contain the description of 
the document.) 

(1SG2) 3 Suth W It Cr L 7 (7). (To bring charge under S. 4G7 the document forged 
should have been one of tho«c described in that section and this should he stated 
in the charge.) 

(1805) 3 Ruth \V It Cr L .8 (8). (Charge under S. 119, Penal Code, read with 
another section — Charge should state that an offence wa= committed “in prose- 
cution of the common object,” and not while the accused was a "member” of 
the unlawful assembly.) 

(’70) 14 Sutli W It Cr ict (14), Queen v. Parbutty Churn . (Where fraud or dis- 
honesty is an ingredient of an offence, charge should specifically refer to fraud 
or dishonesty and name of the person defrauded.) 

(’71) 10 Suth W It Cr 33 (31), Queer, v. Mehar Dowalia. (Charge under R. 451, 
Penal Code, should he for trespass with intent to commit some specific offence 
punishable with imprisonment — If this is omitted then nothing remains but a 
charge for house-trespass). 

(’G7) 8 Ruth W It Cr 30 (30), Queen v. Durharro Polic. (Charge under R. 43G, 
Penal Code, charge of mischief by fire, with intent to cause destruction of dwel- 
ling house, should state the intent as an intent to cause the destruction, not of 
a house simply, but of a house used as a human dwelling.) 

('ll) 12 Cri L .Tour 4S3 (483) : 12 I ml Cas 91 (Lah), Lain v. Emperor. (Charge did 
not set out the motive of the house-breaking — Charge docs not come within the 
provisions of R. 157.) 

(18G5-G7) 3 Bom II C E App 1 (25), Yithoha Malhari v. A. K. Cor field. (Charge 
under Bombay Regulation 1 of 1814 against servant absenting himself should set 
out that the accused left his employer’s service without giving the required warning 
and without lawful excuse.) 

10. (’2G) AIR 192G Oudli 245 (247, 248) : 27 Cri L .Tour 57, Bhutan v. Emperor. 
(’GG-G7) 4 Bom II C R 17 (22), Peg. v. Francis Cassidy. (Unnecessary allegations 
in a charge may he rejected as surplusage.) 

Note 3 

1. (’0G) 4 Cri L Jour 227 (229) : 10 CW N 1099 : 4 C. L. ,T. 558, Hiranand Ojha 
v. Emperor. (Charge should not bo vague.) 

(’GS) 10 Suth W R Cr 37 (3S) : 1 Bong L R App Cr 13, Empress v. Fatih Biswas. 
(’GS) 9 Suth W R Cr 51 (5G), Quern v. Kali Churn. 

(’0G) 3 All L Jour llOu (UOji, lll)i), Naurang v. Emperor. 

(’71) 3 N W P II C R 314 (314, 313), Queen v.'Slico Cliurun. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 104 (109) : 25 Cr L J 177, Oates v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat G39 (G39) : 18 Cr. L. J. 1039, Ban si Pandc v. Emperor. (Con- 
tradictory statements which the accused was alleged to have made must be set 
out in the charge.) 

(’GG) 5 Suth W R Cr Cir 3, p. 2. 

(18G5) 4 Sutli W R Cr L 3 (4). 

(’07) 8 Sutli W R Cr 93 (9G), In rc Dowlut M'oonshcc. 

(’75) 7 N W P IT C R 137 (145), Queen v. Jamurha. (The alleged false evidence, 
and not its assumed substance and purport should be set out in the charge.) 

(’0G) 3 All L Jour llOn (HOu, llln), Naurang v. Emperor. 


nnd rambling nnd should not contain unnecessary allegations. 10 

As to the effect of error or omission in regard to the statement of 
the particulars required hy this section, see Rs. 225, 232 and 537 and 
Notes thereunder. 
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Merely setting out the entire deposition without specifying what 
portions thereof are false is not enough . 3 Where a person is accused of 
giving false evidence on several occasions, each occasion should form 
the subject of a distinct head of the charge . 4 The offence of giving 
false evidence is one with a specific name within the meaning of s. 221; 
it is therefore not necessary to state that the charge falls within a 
particular part of the section . 5 Nor is it necessary to state that the 


(’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 36 Cr, p. 65, il Icica Singh v. Crown, 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 268 (269), Crown v. Mi Shwc Kc. (Exact words recor- 
ded to have been spoken by the accused should bo set forth and not a paraphrase.) 
(’71) 16 Suth IV R Cr 47 (47) : 7 Bong L R App 66, Queen v. Maharaj Misscr. 
(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 32 (32, 33), Queen v. Boodhun Aliir, (Precise words spoken 
by the accused and not their effect is to be set out in the charge-sheet.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 511 (514), Queen-Empress v. Bliihaji Rao. 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 28 (30), Queen v. Mitngal Bass, 

(’89) 1889 Rat 488 (490), Queen-Empress v. Kalidas. 

(’01) 28 Cal 434 (437) : a C W N 609, Reily v. Emperor. 

(’82) 5 All 17 (22, 23) : 1882 A W N 161, Empress v. Nia: Mi. 

(’99) 21 All 159 (162) : 1899 A W N 5, Queen-Empress v. Zakir Husain. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 925 (926), Queen-Empress v. Daulala Dhondi. 

(’65) 2 Suth W R Cr 51 (51), Queen v. Bhuttoo Lalljcc. (Omission to specify tho 
statement alleged to be false is not material if the accused were aware what state- 
ments they were charged with having made falsely.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 71 (71), Queen v. Faeul Mccah. 

2 Shomo L R 3S, In re Purusholtam Ball Khcltri. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 46 (47), Queen v. Udit Singh. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 54 (56), Queen v. Kali Churn. 

(’68) 9 Suth W It Cr 14 (14), Queen v. Fcojdar P.oy. 

(’68) 9 Suth W P> Cr 25 (26, 27), Queen v. Soondcr Mohoorcc. 

(’09) 10 Cri L .Tour 150 (153) : 36 Cal S03 : 2 I. C. 697, Rakhalchandra Laha v. 
Emperor. (Order sanctioning did not, but charge did specify particular statements 
alleged to be false — Conviction was not set aside.) 

(’71) 3 N WPH C R 314 (314, 315), Queen v. Shco Cliurun. (Charge that accused 
“on or about 15th April 1871 gave false evidence” is not enough.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 615 (016), Moliim Chundcr v. Emperor. 

(1900) 2S Cal 348 (352) : 5 C W N 65, Isab Mandal v. Queen-Empress. 

[See (’23) AIR 1923 All 325 (326) : 24 Cri L Jour 197, Abdul Wahid Khan v. 
Abdullah Khan. (Order purporting to be under S. 476, Cr. P. C., is bad in law if 
, it does not contain arraignments of perjury.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 448 (450, 451) : 19 Cri L Jour 169, Ramadhari Singh v. 
Emperor. (Order under S. 476 should specify the statements alleged to be false.) 
(’94) 19 Bom 362 (363) : 1894 Rat 693, In re Jivan Ambaidas. (Sanction to 
prosecute for giving false evidence should specify clearly tho statement alleged to 
be false.) 

(’84) 6 All 105 (106, 107), In the matter of liar Dial. (Sanction to prosecute.) 
(’96) 18 All 203 (205) : 1896 AWN 31, Balioant Singh v. Timed Singh. (Appli- 
cation for sanction to prosecute.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 985 (987, 988) : 5 C W N 131, Durga Das v. Umesh Chandra. (Com- 
plaint by Court.)] 

[See however (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 277 (279) : 4 I. C. 539 (P C), In the matter of Lai 
Hing Firm. (Whole evidence of witness, a tissue of falsehood — Charge not 
admitting of being formulated in a series of specific allegations of perjury — Gist 
of accusation sufficiently clear to the accused — Accused not prejudiced by the 
charge — Charge held as proper.)] 

See also S. 476 Note 14. 

3. (’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Qttecn v. Soonder Mohoorec. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 104 (106, 109) ; 25 Cr. L. J. 177, R. H. E. Oates v. Emperor. 
(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 46 (47), 'Queen v. Udit Singh. 

4. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 62 (63) : 13 I. C. 398 (Cal), Jang Bahadur Lai v. Emperor. 
(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 14 (14), Queen v. Feojdar Roy. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 3 (13) : 45 Bom 834 : 22 Cr. L. J. 241 (FB), Purshottam 
v. Emperor. 
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subject of the false statement is material to the result of the inquiry. 0 
Where there are several false statements in the same deposition, there 
should only be a single charge for all such statements. 7 

As to the mode of framing a charge where the accused has made 
two contradictory statements but it is doubtful which of them is false, 
see s. 23G and Notes thereunder. 

5. Rioting. — “Rioting” is an offence with a specific name and, 
under sub-s.(2) of S. 221, may be described by its name only. 1 When a 
person is charged with “rioting” it means that the prosecution alleges 
that all the necessary ingredients constituting the offence of rioting 
are present ; it is not necessary to set out what those ingredients are. 2 
There is, however, a conflict of opinions as to whether the common 
object of the unlawful assembly is necessary to be mentioned in the 
charge. On the one hand it has been held that the common object does 
not come within the particulars mentioned in Ss. 221 and 222, nor _ 
within S. 223 as a manner in which the offence is committed and that 
therefore it is not necessary to be stated in the charge though it would 
be desirable to do so. 3 In Kudrutullah v. Emperor 4 it was held that 
the offence of rioting “ can be legally described by its specific name 
and the question whether any further particulars are necessary under 
section 223, Criminal Procedure Code, must be a question of discretion 
according to the circumstances of each case.” This seems to suggest 
that the common object may be considered as the manner in which 
the offence was committed. It is apparently in this view that it has 
been held in a number of cases that the common object must be stated 
in a charge of rioting. 5 

6. (1S62) 1 Weir 146 (151) : 1 Mac! H C R 38, Queen v. Aidrus Sahib. 

7. (’71) 1 Weir 160 (161). 

Note 4 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 21S (219) : 39 Cal 781 : 14 I.C.314, Kudruttdlahv. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 732 (734) : 55 Cal 879 : 29 Cr.L.J. S23, Emperor v. Eamchandra. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 627 (628) : 38 Cri L Jour S7, Sura j Dusadh v. Emperor. 
(Charge need not include the words “by force or by show of force” as thesugges- 
tion of force is contained in the word ‘rioting.’) 

(’2S) AIR 192S Cal 732 (733, 734) : 55 Cal 879 : 29 Cr.L.J. 823, Emperor v.Bam- 
chandra. (Allegation that there were five or more persons actuated by common 
object is not necessary.) 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 19 (20) : 8 Luck 199 : 34 Cr.L.J. 393 , Ghazmddin Khan 
v. Emperor. (In this case there was also a charge under S. 149, Penal Code.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lab 418 (422) : 16 Cri L Jour 6S9 (693) : 1915 Pun Re No. 16 Cr, 
Dliian Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 

4. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 21S (219) : 39 Cal 781 : 14 IndCas314. 

5. (’85) 11 Cal 106 (108), Behari Mahaton \. Empress. 

(’94) 21 Cal 955 (968, 969), Wafadar Khan v. Empress. 

(’99) 26 Cal 630 (633), Tafazzul Ahmed Choudury v. Empress. 

(’94) 22 Cal 276 (285), Sabir v. Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 275 (277) : 9 C W N 599, Budlm v. Mt. Lachminia. 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 446 (44S, 449) (Lab), Gowardlian Das v. Emperor. (But omission 
to state common object is not fatal to conviction if accused is not prejudiced.) 
(1865) 4 Suth W R Cr 9 (9, 10), Queen v. Hurpaul. 

(’94) 21 Cal S27 (S31), Basircddi v. Empress. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad S34 (834) : 16 Cr. L. J. 809 (809), In re Bamasivamy Naidu. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 605 (606) : 25 Cri L Jour 524, Kashi v. Damn. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Gal 913 (913) : 26 Cr. L. J. S27, Anirudda Mana v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 164 (169) : 36 Cr.L.J. 231, Allahrahliio v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S. 14S.) 
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5. House-breaking, criminal trespass, etc. — A charge of 
liouse-breaking or lurking house-trespass under s. 457, Penal Code, or 
-an offence under S.451 of the Penal Code is not an offence with a 
specific name and therefore so much of the definition of the offence as 
is necessary to give notice to the accused of the matter charged must 
be set out under S. 221. Thus, it must specify the intention with which 
the accused is alleged to have committed the trespass. 1 "Where the 
-charge does not specify any intention of the kind mentioned in the 
section, the accused cannot be convicted under it, 2 unless it is quite 
•certain that he has not in any way been misled or prejudiced in his 
defence by the defect in the charge: see s. 225. Similarly, it is not 
•open to a Court to convict an accused under s. 457, Penal Code, when 
the intention found to have been entertained by him is different from 
that specified in the charge, 3 unless the accused has not been misled by 
the defect in the charge. 4 But where the intention specified in the 
•charge under s. 457 is not established, it is open to the Court to convict 
him under S. 456“ : see s. 238 Note 1. 

See also the undermentioned cases. 0 

For a conviction under S. 447 which is an offence with a specific 
name, it is not necessary to specify the ulterior offence the accused 
intended to commit. 7 

6. Sedition, promoting class-hatred, etc. — In a charge under 
S. 124A, Penal Code (sedition) or s. 153A, Penal Code (promoting class- 


(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 667 (668) : 25 Cr. L. J. 43, Allah Dad, v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat405(40S):29Cr.L.J. 390, Akin v. Emperor. (Charge should men- 
tion the principal and prominent common object and not incidental happenings.) 
•(’OS) 8 Cr. L. J. 41 (46) (Kathiawar), In rc Koli Moti Hart. 

[Sec (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 584 (684, 585) : 25 Cr.L. J. 396, lure KottooraThcvan. 
(Offence under S. 395 read with S. 149 — Charge should contain count that 
common object was to commit dacoity.) 

_ d’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 129 (130, 131) : 36 Cal 158 : 1 1. C. 794, Dasarathi v. Raglui. 
(Where the common object is set out in the charge the conviction is not bad 
merely because there is no express finding as to the common object.)] 

Note 5 

1. (’94) 22 Cal 391 (403), Balmakani Ram v. Ghansamran, 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cri L 13 (13). 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 53(54), Queen v. Mchar. (Charge under S. 451), 

[See also (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 571 (572) : 16 Cri L Jour 298 (299), In re Mala 
Mekala Kali Subbadu. (A charge under S. 457 is defective if it does not men- 
tion the article stolen or the name of person whose house was broken into.)] 

'2. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 483 (483) : 12 I. C. 91 (Lah), Lala v. Emperor. 

■3. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (7, 8) : 23 Cri L Jour 114, Bal Kcsar Singh v. Emperor. 
(Conviction under S. 457 with intent to commit adultery on a charge thereunder 
alleging intent to steal was held bad where the accused was prejudiced.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 224 (224) : 14 Ind Cas 320 (Cal), Jharu Sheikh v. Emperor. 
>(’23) 24 Cri L Jour 119 (119) : 71 Ind Cas 247 (Cal), Hajari Sonar v. Emperor. 
•4. [See (’01) 23 All 82 (83, 84) : 1900 AWN 208, Queen-Empress v. Eangla. 
(Conviction of different intent, e. g v to commit adultery, on a complaint alleging 
an intent to commit theft.)] 

'5. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 824 (826) : 17 Cr. L. J. 424: 44 Cal 353, Karaliv. Emperor. 

6. (’03) 16 C P L R 182 (183), Emperor v. Mullii Teli. (Charge under S. 451 — It 
is not necessary that the husband shall bring a specific charge of adultery.) 

7. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 453 (454) : 11 1. C. 797 (798)(Mad), In re Kurnam Scshayya. 
[See (’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 293 (328) : 1908 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, RamSaran v. Emperor.] 
[But see' (’96) 19 Mad 240 (241) : 1 Weir 537, Queen-Empress v. Rayapadayachi, 

(Intention should be specified.)] 
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hatred), it has been held that it is not necessary to set out the offending 
passages of the speech or "writing in question "where the case for the 
prosecution is that the speech or writing in question taken as a whole 
conies within the mischief of the law . 1 The requirements of the law 
are satisfied if the charge gives such a description of the words used as 
is reasonably sufficient to enable the accused to know the matter with 
which he is charged . 2 

7. Cheating. — As the illustration to S. 223 shows, in a case of 
cheating the charge must set out the manner in which the offence 
was committed so as to give the accused sufficient notice of the matter 
with which he is charged . 1 Whether the manner set out is reasonably 
sufficient to give the accused such notice depends upon the facts and 
circu ms tances of each case. Where the manner was described in the 
charge as follows : “by deceiving with false representations and 
promises as well, as by conduct,” it was held that the expression used 
was too vague and indefinite . 111 Where the charge is for an offence 
under the first portion of s. 415, Penal Code, it is not necessary to- 
state that any loss was caused by the inducement 3 though it should, 
be stated that the property induced to be delivered was that of the 
prosecutor . 3 But where the charge is under the second portion of S. 415, 
it is necessary to state in what way the complainant would be a loser 
as a result of the inducement . 4 The reason is that the term ‘manner’ 
in this section includes, with reference to an offence of cheating, 
every ingredient by virtue of which the act ceases to be one of mere 


Note 6 

1. (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 272 (279) : 33 Bom 77 : 1 1. G. 641, Emperor v. Tribuvandas . 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 140 (141) : 1 Ind Cas 42 (Mad), In re Ghidambaravi Pillai. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 5S3 (587) : 4 Sind L R 55 : 8 Ind Cas 203, Emperor v. Viru- 

mal. (Case under S. 153-A.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 456 (460) : 32 Mad 384 : 2 Ind Cas 33, In re Krishnasiuami, 
[See also (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 186 (187) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1202, Chint Bamv. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 124-A, I. P. C., substance of the speech should be specified.)] 
[But sec (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 10S (112) : 32 Mad 3 : 3 Ind Cas 22, In re Subramania 
Siva. (A charge of sedition is defective if it does not set out the speeches or the 
passages in the speeches which the prosecution alleges to be seditious, but this 
defect does not necessarily vitiate the charge.)] 

2. See cases in foot-note (1). 

Note 7 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 603 (604) : 26 Cri L Jour 849, Kedar Nath v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 124 (129) : 8 C W N 278 (FB), Eurjco Mull v. Inavi Ali 

Sircar. (Charge of attempt to cheat.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 169 (171): 34 Cr. L. J. 1049, V animal Lahrumalv. Emperor. 
(Charge should contain allegation that accused acted dishonestly or that, he decei- 
ved the complainant.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 22 (26) : 19 Cri L Jour 657, Jangilal v. Emperor. (Omission 
to state the manner is not material if the accused is not misled.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 108 (108) : 18 Cri L Jour 131 (131), Meghraj v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 674 (675) : 26 Cri L Jour 906, Gokul Khatik v. Emperor. 
(Charge should correctly set out the facts of the case for prosecution upon which, 
it is founded.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 424 (424) : 23 Cri L Jour 595, Janaki Das v. Emperor. 
la. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 603 (604) : 26 Cri L Jour 849 , Kedar Nath v. Emperor. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 407 (408) : 32 Cri L Jour 299, Fateh Haidar v. Emperor . 

3. (1S62) 1 Weir 471 (472, 475) : 1 Mad H C R 31, Queen v. Williams. 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 828 (831) : 40 Cr. L. J. 371, Gian Singh v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 108 (108) : 18 Cri L Jour 131 (131), Meghraj v. Emperor . 
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non-criminal deception and becomes one of cheating within the 
meaning of s. 415, Penal Code, and the effect of the deception upon 
the victim’s body, mind, reputation or property would thus be a part 
of the manner of cheating. 6 A charge of an attempt to cheat should 
state the persons upon whom the attempt was made and the manner 
in which he was induced. 0 

8. Defamation. — A charge of defamation should set out the 
words alleged to be defamatory. 1 But where the charge is clear and 
unambiguous and such that the accused cannot be misled in any way, 
the mere fact that the exact defamatory words are not reproduced 
does not vitiate the charge. 2 Where defamatory words are alleged to 
have been uttered by the accused on several occasions, the charge 
must give particulars of the various occasions. 3 

9. Falsification of accounts. — A charge of falsification of 
accounts under s. 477A, Penal Code, must specify the entries alleged to 
be falsified. 1 

10. Hurt, grieyous hurt, etc. — A charge under s. 324, Penal 
Code, should follow the wording of the definition of the offence 1 
inasmuch as it is not an offence with a specific name, but it need not 
deny that the hurt was caused on grave and sudden provocation. 2 
Where two persons commit an affray and also cause hurt to each 
other, the charge must be for the more serious offence of hurt. 3 Where 
the accused is alleged to have caused several hurts, a general charge 
covering all the hurts without particularising the details will be bad. 4 

11. Forgery, etc. — A charge of forgery should contain a 
description of the document forged. It is not sufficient to say merely 
that the accused committed forgery by signing the name of a certain 
person (specified) on a document. 1 See also the undermentioned cases. 2 


5. (’38) AIR 1938 Lak 828 (831) : 40 Cr. L. J. 371, Gian Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’04) 1 Cr.L. J. 124 (129) : 8 C W N 278 (FB), Eurjcc Mull v. Inam Ali Sircar . 

Note 8 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1121 (1125) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1539, Pratab Chandra v. Emperor . 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 158 (159) : 34 Ori L Jour 154, Samratlivial v. Emperor. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 62 (63, 64) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1073, Ali Mahomed v. Emperor . 

Note 9 

1. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 251 (251) : 14 Ind Cas 603 (Mad), Aiyagiri V enhataramiah 
v. Emperor. (Accused had no doubt about the substance of the charge against 
him — Conviction was therefore upheld.) 

[See also (’99) 26 Cal 560 (563) : 3 C W N 412, Empress v. Mali Lai Laliiri. 
(Particular registers and returns alleged to be falsified.)] 

Note 10 

1. (’97-01) 1 TJpp Bur Rul 318 (318), Queen-Empress v. Nya Seih . ' 

2. (’68) 4 Mad HCR App 5 (5). (Where Legislature provides an example of the- 
indictment to be used that form must be held to be sufficient.) 

3. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 498 (499) : 4 Low Bur Rul 237, Emperor v. Nga Ywe. 

4. (’90) 15 Bom 491 (503, 504), Queen-Empress v. Fahirapa. 

Note 11 

1. (1865) 4 Suth W R Cri L 4 (4). 

2. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 129 (130) : 18 Ind Cas 881 (Cal),_ Haidar Ali Pradliania 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 467, Penal Code — Intention must be specified.) 

(’69) 6 Bom H C R Cr 43 (44), Peg. v. Gangaram Malji. (Charge under S. 471 — 
If sentence is to be on footing of the document being one of the kind mentioned 
in S. 467, the charge should specify the nature of the document.) 
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12. Culpable homicide and murder. — Illustration (e) to this 
section shows that the charge tor murder need not set out the manner 
in which A murdered B. But as has been seen in the Notes to S. 221, 
where the charge does give details it must be fully and correctly given. 
Thus, it should follow the definition and language of S. 300 of the 
Code. 1 Where the murder is alleged to have been effected by blows, 
it should set out that the blows were indicted with the intention of 
causing death or that they were sufficient in the ordinary course of 
nature to cause death and that they were intentionally inflicted. la It 
should mention the fact of death having been caused 2 and in cases of 
wilful murder the words “culpable homicide amounting to murder” 
must be used. 3 Section 31 of the Penal Code cannot be used in a charge 
under the second part of S. 301 of that Code. 1 See also the under- 
mentioned cases. 5 

13. Receiving stolen property. — A charge of receiving stolen 
property should state that the accused dishonestly retained or received 
stolen property knowing or having reason to believe that it had been 
stolen. 1 It should also mention the name of the person to whom the 
property belonged. 2 

14. Kidnapping and abduction. — In a charge of kidnapping 
under S. 3GG, Penal Code, it should appear clearly whether the accused 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr L 9 (9). 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr L 19 (19, 20). 

(’66) 3 Suth W R Cr L 8 (S). 

(1861) 1 Suth W R Cr L 10 (10). 

Note 12 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh IIS (149) : 27 Cri L Jour 62, Shco Shankar v. Emperor. 
In. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 14S (149): 27 Cri L Jour 62, Shco Shankar v. Emperor. 
•(’82) 8 Cal 211 (213) : 10 C. L. R. 11, In rc Samirnddin. (Charge is inexact and 

defective if the words used are ‘in the course of nature’ instead of ‘in the ordinary 
course of nature.’) 

(’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Bui 328 (328), Nga Kgc v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr L 3 (3). (Culpable homicide not amounting to murder — 
Intention or knowledge in S. 299, Penal Code, should be specified.) 

(’66) 5 Suth WR (Recorders’ References) 1 (2), Government wBamaswamy. (Objec- 
tions to charges on the ground of want of specification of details should be taken 
before conclusion of trial.) 

2. (1S65) 2 Suth W R Cr L 17 (17). 

3. (1S64) 1 Suth W R Cr L 9 (9). (This decision under Code of 1861 says that the 
charge should deny the special exceptions in S. 300, Penal Code — But now sub- 
s. (5) removes that necessitv.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr L 10 (12), (Do.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr L 13 (13). (Do.) 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 913 (915) : 20 Cr. L. J. S27, Anirudha liana v. Emperor. 
(This is so because second part of S. 304, Penal Code, expressly excludes intention.) 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 299 (300) : 36 Cr. L. J. 13S0, Nga Tha Aye v. Emperor. 
(The question of intention or knowledge should never be mentioned in a charge 
of homicide.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 23 (23) : 28 Sind L R 295 I 36 Cr. L. J. 501, Ditto v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 304, I. P. C., should indicate under which part of the section 
accused is charged.) 

Note 13 

1. (’98) 1898 A W N70(70), Empress v. Gadlu. (Charge under S. 411, Penal Code.) 
(’65) 4 Suth W B Cr L 11 (11). 

2. (1S63) 1 Bom H C R 95 (96), Beg. v. Siddu Bahiatli. 
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persons are being charged with kidnapping or with abduction, and 
similarly whether the intent alleged was an intent to compel the 
victim to marry against her will or whether the kidnapping or 
abduction was with the knowledge that it was likely that the victim 
would be forced or seduced to illicit intercourse . 1 It is always wise 
where a charge is made, in respect of the same occurrence, both of 
kidnapping and abducting, that two heads should be made. But it is 
not illegal to make the two charges under one head. The point to be 
seen in each case is whether the accused person was prejudiced thereby . 2 
See also the case cited below . 3 

15. Extortion. — Where the offence charged involves conse- 
quences which may be stated in a general form such as may arise in a 
case of arson, where a man may by one act of arson set fire and destroy 
several stacks of several persons, no particulars are required, the 
nature of the offence being sufficiently stated by the date, time and 
place of setting of fire; but a charge for extortion or for obtaining 
money from persons by unlawful means should state with accuracy 
the approximate amounts alleged to have been obtained from each 
person and the nature of the extortion used against each person . 1 Bee 
.also the undermentioned cases . 2 

16. Unlawful assembly. — In a charge for the offence of being 
a member of an unlawful assembly, what is necessary is that the 
accused shall have reasonably distinct notice of the common object 1 
imputed to the assembly and of the manner in which that common 
object is to be brought within the language of S. ldl. The charge of 
unlawful assembly with the common object of “harassing Hindus’’ 
is not too general or unfair or unjust to the accused . 2 

Note 14 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 191 (195) : 34 Cr. L. J. 1107, Mahomed AH v. Emyeror. 
(’29) 30 Cr. L. J. 857 (858) : 117 I. C. 802 (Cal), Fcdu Sheihhx. Emperor. (Notice 

of charge of kidnapping under S. 3G8 is not a fair, proper or sufficient notice of a 
charge of abduction under the same section.) 

2. (’3S) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (462) : 39 Cr.L.J. G74, EbadiEhanx. Emperor. (AIR 
1927 Cal 644 dissented from.) 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 27 (30) : 20 Cr. L. .T. 161 : 4 Pat L J 74 (FB), Mt. Kesar 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 306, Penal Code, must specify that the kidnapping 
was from custody of some mentioned persons. So also charge under S. 368.) 

Note 15 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 All 60 (60) : 17 Cr. L. J. 411 (411), Bam Chander v. Emperor. 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 All 60 (60) : 17 Cr. L. J. 411, Bam Chander v. Emperor. 
(Extortion — Approximate amounts alleged to have been obtained from each person 
and the nature of the extortion used against each person should be specified.) 

. (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L 4 (4). (Charge should state nature of extortion, and the 
offence punishable with which accused threatened a person.) 

Note 16 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 1 (4) : 2 Pat 134 : 23 Cr. L. J. 625 (SB), Emperor v. Abdul 
Hamid. (Charge under S. 145 — Common object must bo specified.) 

(’99) 4 Cal W N 190 (192, 193), Jagat v. Ralchal. (Where the common object is 
to assert a bona fide belief in his right to some interest in the land, Magistrates 
woulddo well to charge under S. 143, 1. P. C., stating as the common object, the 
object of enforcing a right or supposed right to the property.) 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 376 (377) : 24 Cr. L . J. 852, In re Parahushhjil Ayamad. 
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17. Other offences. — See the nnclennentioned cases . 1 


Note 17 

1 . Abetment of offences. 

(’3S) AIR 1938 Cal 125 (120) : 39 Cri L Jour 395, Harcndra Kumar v. Emperor. 
(It is open to the prosecution to charge abetment generally — The charge will 
amount to notice to the accused that they have to meet a case of abetment in 
one or more of the different ways indicated in S. 107, 1. P. C.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 341 (345) : 52 Cal 253 : 20 Cr.L.J. 487, Alimnddi v. Emperor. 
(Abetment of offence under S. 114, Penal Code — Specific charge to that effect 
necessary.) 

(1805) 2 Suth W R Cr L 7 (7). (Charge of abetment under Ss. 109 and 114 should 
state that abetter was present at the offence and the act abetted was committed 
in consequence of abetment.) 

(1805) 3 Suth IV R Cr L 5 (5). (Charge should state that the act abetted was in 
consequence of abetment of the accused.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 304 (304) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1254, Annavi v. Emperor. (Charge of 
abetment by being present at offence of mischief — No particulars as to any act 
before the offence — Charge bad.) 

(1805) 3 Suth W R Cr L 9 (9). 

(’00) 5 Suth W R Cr L 6 (0). (Charge for instigating another to commit an 
offence should specify the offence instigated.) 

(’01) 25 Bom 90 (100) : 2 Bom L R 053, Empress v. Annul Puranik. (A general 
charge of instigating various persons to commit dacoities is bad ; separate acts of 
abetment must be distinctly specified.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 523 (540) : 2 Weir 340 : 11 M L J 241, Emperor v. Tirumal Rcddi. 
(Charge of abetment by conspiracy not alleging an overt act in pursuance, is bad.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Oudh 250 (251) : 25 Oudh Cas 151 : 23 Cr. L. .T. GS7, Girja Dayal 
v. Emperor. (Charge-sheet which does not specify which accused is charged for 
abetment and which accused for the principal offence is defective.) 

(1SG5) 2 Suth W R Cr L 9(10). (Abetment should be charged as a separate head.) 

(’GG) 5 Suth W R Cr L 5 (5). (A mere charge of abetment is not enough; the parti- 
cular kind should be specified.) 

(1SG5) 3 Suth W It Cr L 17 (17). (Merc charge of abetment is not enough.) 

Robbery and Dacoity. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 125 (120) : 13 Ind Cas 781 (Mad), Mandi Ghasi v. Emperor. (If 
the charge for dacoity does not set out or indicate which particular dacoity an 
accused is tried for, the conviction must be set nside.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 193 (195) : 10 Ind Cas GS4 (Cal), Rashidazsaman v. Emperor. 
(Dacoity — It is not necessary that the charge should in such cases specify that other 
persons besides those convicted and acquitted took part in the dacoity or that 
they should be referred to in the charge.) 

(’71) 1871 Rat 55 (5G), Beg. v. Mukta Maul: a. (Charge under Penal Code, S. 397 
— Aggravating circumstances to be set forth.) 

(1805) 2 Suth W R Cr L 11 (11). (Charge of robbery is sufficient, but if the 
nature of the violence is described, the language of S. 390 should be adopted.) 

(1SG4) 1 Suth W R Cr L 10(11). (Where the charge did not state that the robbery 
was committed ‘on the high way’ the charge was held to be defective.) 

(’97) 1S97 Rat 921 (921), Quccn-Emjmcss v. Punya Sakharam. (Charge under 
S. 398 — Carrying of arms must be distinctly alleged.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 294 (295) : 34 Cr. L. J. 524, Madliusingh Kaivarta v. 
Emperor. (Although charge under S.39G has an incidental reference to a charge 
of murder there should be no conviction for murder without a specific charge 
under S. 302, Penal Code.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 337 (337) : 6 Lah 24 : 26 Cri L Jour 1153, Lakh Singh v. 
Emperor. (If a dacoit commits murder during the dacoity, he should be charged 
under S. 390, Penal Code, and not under Ss. 304, 395, Penal Code.) 

(’77) 1 Weir 447 (448), In re Muttirulappan. (Proper charge — “That you commit- 
ted dacoity and that, in commission of such dacoity, murder was committed by 
one of the members, and that you have thereby committed an offence punishable 
under S. 390, Penal Code”.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 245 (247, 24S) : 27 Cr.L.J. 57, Bhulan v. Emperor. (Dacoity 
with murder — A charge should never contain more than what it is necessary for 
the prosecution to prove.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 46S (468) : 11 1. C. 1004 (LB), Chan Hole v. Emperor. (Robbery 
— Substantive S. 393 should be mentioned in the charge.) 
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(ISOS) 4 Suth \Y R Cr L 1(1). (Dacoity with previous hurt — Charge under S. 597 
should also cite S. 305.) 

(’0G) 28 All 401» (40Gn), Queen-Empress x.Senla. (Charge in race of pcr-mis u-ing 

deadly weapons should he under S. 392 or S. 305 read with S. 307 No charge 

sheet can be drawn under S. 307 ns that section creates no snb-tanthe ofI»nce.) 
(’GG) 2 Suth IV It Cr L 1 (1). (In a charge of dacoity the words ‘conjointly with 
five or more persons’ are redundant.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 594 (581) : 25 Cr. L. .T. 3%, hire Kotlonra Therein. (Convic- 
tion for dacoitv founded on a common object not charged is not sustainable.) 

[See also (’24) AIR 1921 Cal G13 (014) : 51 Cal 265 : 25 Cr. L. .1. 1024, Em } cror 
v. Ali Mirra. (Ss. 397, 398 do not create any offence, but merely limit the 
minimum of punishment which mnvbc awarded if certain fact- are proved.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 All 305 (305): 47 All 59 : 2GCr.L. .1.570, Dulh x. Emperor. (Con- 
viction in case of dacoity should be under S. 395 read with S. 397, 1’cnnl Code.)) 
Theft. 

('G9)5 M.II.C.R App xxxvii (xxxvii). (Charge did not allege the essential ingredient 
of taking out of possession of some person di-honesth — Charge held defect i\o.) 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal G05 (GOG) : 25 Cr. L. .T. 524, Kashi Pranuir.il: v. Damn Pro- 
vianV:. (Charge of stealing paddy from a certain land mu-t contain an accurate 
description of the land from which the paddy was stolen.) 

Criminal conspiracy . 

(’IG)AIR 191G Cal IPS (191) : 1G Cri L .lour 497 (502) : 12 Cal 957, Amnlalal 
Haora v. Emperor. (Indictment must in the first place charge the conspiracy.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 All 498 (501) : 35 Cri L dour 7G8, Mannbendra Math x. Emperor. 
(Charge need not contain names of nil other conspitators.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 2 (2) : 8 Ind Cas 1059 (Cal), Emperor v. Laid Mohan Chahra- 
varti. (In a conspiracy cn-i: the accused can he charge 1 with conspiracy with 
persons unknown, hut if they are charged with conspiring with persons known 
then such persons must he named in the charge.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G Ondlt 1GI (1G5) : 2G Cr. L. .T. 1G02, Birhambar Math v. Emperor. 
(In the nature of things a charge of conspiracy would he vague if the defence 
expects the proof of the conspiracy to he included in the charge.) 

(’2G) AIR 1920 Sind 171 (173) : 20*Sind L R IS : 27 Cr. L. .1.213, Kishan Chand 
v. Emperor. (Charge of conspiracy in respect of an agreement between several 
accused persons to cheat such members of the public as they could defraud by 
deceitful means is not bad.) 

(’21) 2G Cri L .Tour 33 (40) : 83 Ind Cas513(Cal), Kali J)ns v. Emperor. (Accused 
may legally bo charged merely with the offence of criminal conspiracy.) 

(’28) AIR 1923 Rang 118 (123,* 124) : G Rang 0 : 29 Cri L .Tour 555, 'll tin Gnaw 
v. Emicror. (Charge need not state in all its details the actual specific acts that 
the conspirators arc alleged to have agreed to do or cause to he done — In most 
conspiracies the agreement amongst the conspirators is of a general nature.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 1G1 (1G3) : 28 Cri L .Tour 42G : 22 Sind L R 91, Haji Samo 
v. Emperor. (Gist of the ofienco of criminal conspiracy is the agreement itself 
and where the object of the agreement is to do an unlawful act and not to do a 
lawful net by nn unlawful means, it is sufficient to specify the unlawful object 
without specifying the means adopted by nil or any of the conspirators to gain 
that object.) 

(’09) 10 Cri L .Tour 125 (127) : 2 Ind Cas G8I (Cal), Jogjiban Ghosc v. Emperor. 
(Statement only that A “conspired” is defective.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lab 10 (47, 48) : 1G Cri L Jour 35} (357): 1915 Tun Re No. 17 Cr, 
Balmohand v. Emperor. (Charge need not mention the exact date on which 
conspirators entered into conspiracy.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 57 (59,G1):28 SindLR 119:35 Cr.L.T. 1337, Dur Mahomed 
v. Emperor. (Approximate dates as to when the conspiracy began and ended will 
he enough — Exact dates not necessary — No objection to acts done by conspirators 
in pursuance of the conspiracy being enumerated.) 

[See (’12) 13 Cri L Jour G09 (G50) : 1G Ind Cas 257 (Cal), Pulin Bchary Das v. 
Emperor. (Indictment or information for conspiracy must contain concise state- 
ment of facts relied upon as constituting the offence.)] 

Offences relating coins. 

(18G5) 3 Sutli W R Cr L 13 (13). (Under S. 239, Penal Code, the nature of the 
counterfeit coin delivered ns genuine should he mentioned.) 

(18G5) 2 Suth W R Cr L 11 (11). (Under Ss. 248, 249, I'ennl Code, the precise 
offence committed ns to the coin viz., that an operation was performed on the 
coin altering its appearance should ho stated.) 


Section 223 
Note 17 
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Section 223 
Note 47 


(18G5) 2 SuthWR CrL 5 (5). (Offence which heel been committed in respect of the 
coin of which the accused was said tobein possession should be expressly stated.) 
Offences against public Justice. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L G (6). (Charge undei' S. 205, Penal Code — Nature of the 
admission or statement made by the accused in the assumed character should 
be fully stated.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L 8 (8). (S. 202, Penal Code — The nature of the office held 
by the accused so as to make them public servants should be stated in a charge for 
knowing commission of offence and negligent omission to give any information.) 
(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L 1 (I). (Under S. 224, Penal Code, the charge should state 
the offence for which the prisoner was lawfully detained when he escaped from 
custody.) 

(’92) 16 Bom 414 (424), Empress v. Vajiram. (Under S. 206, Penal Code, the 
specification of the fraudulent transfer is necessary.) 

(’77) 2 Bom 142 (144, 145), Impcralrix v. Baban Khan. (Charge under S. 217, 
Penal Code, that accused being a public servant knowingly disobeyed the 
direction of law as to the way in which he had to conduct himself as such public 
servant with respect to the property found in an investigation of theft. What the 
direction was and what the conduct was which contravened it the accused was 
not informed. Held , the charge was bad.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 37 (38), Queen v. Moosubro. (Ss. 202, 203, Penal Code — 
A charge in a case of omission to give information of offence should distinctly 
set forth the particular offence in respect of which the accused either omitted to 
give information, or gave information which he knew to be false ; and it should 
appear precisely what his duty was in the matter.) 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 42 (42), Queen v. Ahmed Ali. (Do.) 

Miscellaneous. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 651 (652,653) : 33 Cr.L. J.771 : GOCnl 201, Eailash Chandra 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 292, I. P. C. — Some attempt should be made to 
indicate in the charge in what respect exactly the book was obscene.) • 

(’26) AIR 1926 Rang 188 (190) : 4 Rang 257 : 27 Cri L Jour 1241, Ebrahim Mam- 
mojee v. Emperor. (Contempt of court — Formal charge is necessary.) 

(’7G) 1 Cal 356 (35S), Queen v. Upcndra Nath Doss. (A charge under S. 292 
should be made specific in regard to the representations alleged to have been 
exhibited.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cri L 6 (6). (S. 221, I. P. C.— Charge should specify the office 
held by the accused so as to make him liable ns a public servant.) 

(’72-92) 1872-92 L B R 262 (2G2), Queen-Empress v. Mi Min Si. (Charge under 
Ss. 292 and 294, 1. P. C. — Obscene words or representations used must be set out.) 
(’91) 15 Bom 189 (194), Queen-Empress v. Abaji Bamchandra. (Charge under 
S. 475, 1. P. C., should distinctly specify the particular papers bearing a coun- 
terfeit mark or device which it was alleged theaccusedhad in his possession with 
the intent mentioned in the section.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 624 (629) : 21 Cri L Jour 4S1, Lucas v. Official Assignee of 
Bengal. (Charge of preferring a creditor under the Presidency Towns Insolvency 
Act — The fraud practised and the name of the creditor preferred must be alleged.) 
(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr L 5 (5). (Under S. 312, I. P. C., the description of the 
act by which the accused intended to prevent the child being born alive, and fur- 
ther that it was not caused in good faith to save the mother’s life, should be 
stated in the charge.) 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr G9 (70), Queen v. Sctul Chundcr Bagchce. (Charge of 
attempting to obtain gratification for influencing a public servant in the exercise 
of his public functions is illegal as disclosing no legal offence, when it omits to 
state the person or persons for whom the gratification was obtained, or the public 
servant to be influenced in the exercise of his public functions.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (192) : 16 Cr. L. J. 497 (501) : 42 Cal 957, AmritlalHazra v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 4 (b) of Act VI of 190S (Explosive Substances Act) omitted 
to state that the accused were in possession of explosive substances or had them 
under their control “unlawfully and maliciously” and secondly that it wns the 
intent of the accused to endanger life in British India — Held defect did not 
vitiate trial.) 

(’92) 5 C P L R Cr 18 (19), Empress v. Jhengria. (Mischief by fire — Charge of 
an offence under the Penal Code should be drawn up in the words of the section 
defining the offence.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 30 (30), Queen v. Durbaroo Polie. (Do.) 
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18. Act done by several persons in furtherance of a Section 223 
common intention. — See the undermentioned case . 1 Hote 18 


224 .* In every charge words used in describing 
Words in charge an offence shall be deemed to have 

SldMwhfcT offence ^ een nsed in the sense attached to 
is punishable. them respectively by the law under 

which such offence is punishable. 


Section 22$ ■ 


225 .+ No error in stating either the offence Section 225- 
Effect of errors, or the particulars required to be stated 
in the charge, and no omission to state the offence or 
those particulars, shall be regarded at any stage of the 
case as material, unless the accused was in fact misled 
by such error or omission, and it has occasioned a 
failure of justice. 

Illustrations 

(a) A is charged under section 242 of the Indian Penal Code, with “having 
been in possession of counterfeit coin, having known at the time when he became 
possessed thereof that such coin wns counterfeit,” the word "fraudulently” being 
omitted in the charge. Unless it appears that A was in fact misled by this 
omission, the error shall not be regarded as material. 

(b) A is charged with cheating B, and the manner in which he cheated B 
is not set out in the charge, or is set out incorrectly. A defends himself, calls 
witnesses, and gives his own account of the transaction. The Court may infer 
from this that the omission to set out the manner of the cheating is not material. 

(c) A is charged with cheating B, and the manner in which he cheated B 
is not set out in the charge. There were many transactions between A and B and 
.4 had no means of knowing to which of them the chnrge referred, and offered no 
defence. The Court may infer from such facts that the omission to set out the 
manner of the cheating was, in the case, a materinl error. 

(d) A is charged with the murder of Khoda Baksh on the 21st January 
1882. In fact, the murdered person’s name was Haidar Baksh, and the date of 

* Code of 1882 : S. 224 — Same ns nbove. 

Codes of 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

f Code of 1882: S. 225 

225. No error in stating either the offence or the particulars required to be 
f ... stated in the charge, and no omission to state the offence 
MjJ feet Of a l oi s. Q1 , ^Hosc particulars, shall be regarded at any stage of the 
case as material, unless the accused was misled by such error or omission. 

(Illustrations — Same as in 1898 Code). 

Code of 1872 : S. 443 — Substantially the same as 1882 Code. 

Code of 1861 — Nil. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 13 (13) Queen v. Parbutty Churn Cliuckarbutty. (Criminal 
misappropriation — Charge should specify the person whose property was converted 
or appropriated.) 

Note 18 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 304 (308) : 36 Cr. L. J.T393, Nga ThaHtinv. Emperor. 

(It is not essential that the words of S. 34, 1. P. C., should be incorporated in the 
charge, although it is desirable that some reference should be made to the common 
intention alleged against the accused and their confederates.) 
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the murder was the 20tli January 1882. A was never charged with any murder 
but one, and had heard the inquiry before the Magistrate, which referred 
exclusively to the case of Haidar Baksh. The Court may infer from these facts 
that A was not misled and that the error in the charge was immaterial. 

(c) A was charged with murdering Haidar Baksh on the 20th January 
1882, and Khoda Baksh (who tried to arrest him for that murder) on the 21st 
January 1882. When charged for the murder of Haidar Baksh, he was tried for 
the murder of Khoda Baksh. The witnesses present in his defence were witnesses 
in the case of Haidar Baksh. The Court may infer from this that A was misled, 
and that the error was material, 

4, Scope of the section. — This section and s. 537 deal with 
cases where a charge is framed but there are errors, omissions or 
irregularities in the charge. This section provides that no error or 
omission in the statement of the offence or the particulars required to 
be stated in the charge is to he regarded as material at any stage 
unless the accused has been misled thereby and it has, in fact, 
occasioned a failure of justice ; 1 while S. 537 provides that no finding, 


Section 225 — Note 1 

1. Where accused Is not misled, defect In charge not material, 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 195 (200) : 39 Cri L Jour 417, Ham Krishna v. Emperor. (Ac- 
cused charged with conspiracy for agreeing with each other or with others 
unknown — Use of word “or" cannot mako charge one in alternative — Defect if 
any, in charge, is not material and accused held could not have been misled.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 445 (44G) : 39 Cr. L. J. 895 : ILR (1939) Nag 180, Provincial 
Government v. Shanhar Gopal. (Criminal misappropriation — Charge erroneous 
in respect of date and place of payment — Correct date mentioned to accused in 
examination under S. 3G4 — Accused not raising any dispute as to place — No 
prejudice to accused resulting — Held , trial was not vitiated by omission.) 

(’37) 1937 M W N 1331 (1334), Palani Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudli 488 (489) : 36 Cri L Jour 1198 : 11 Luck 343, Bishnath v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 147, Penal Code — Failure to specify common object 
— Accused not misled by omission — Omission held not fatal.) 

•(1900) 27 Cal 770(779) : 4 C WN423, Anoohool Chundar Nundy v. Queen-Empress. 

(’94) 1S94 Rat 710 (713), Queen-Empress v. Abdul Razak. 

(’03) 7 Cal W N GG3 (GG5), Shoslii Blivshan v. Gobind Chandra. 

(’09) S Cr. L. J. 272 (276) : 33 Bom 77 : 1 I. C. 641, Emperor v. Tribhuvandas. 

(’07) 5 Cr. L, J. 309 (321): 31 Bom 335 : 9BomLR 331, Emperor v. Bhagwandas. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 108 (112) : 32 Mad 3 : 3 Ind Cas 22, In re Subramania Siva. 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 456 (4S9) : 2 Ind Cas33 : 32 Mad 384, In re Krishnaswamy. (Per 

Wallis J Offence under S. 124A, I. P. C. — It is enough if the substance of the 

words used is set out in the charge and it is enough if the substance of the words 
proved to have been used is flic same as that of the words set out in the charge.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 597 (598) : S Ind Cas 229 (Lah), Wasava Singh v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 1G (47, 4S) : 1G Cr. L. J. 354 (357) : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, 
Balmohand v. Emperor. 

(’1G) AIR 1916 Cal 18S(192):1G Cr. L. J. 497:42 Cal 957, Amrilalal Basra v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 41S (422):16 Cr. L. J. G89 : 1915 P. R. No.16 Cr, Dhianx. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 73 (75) : 33 Cri L Jour 373, Mahomed Yakub v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal G03 (003, G04) : 2G Cri L Jour 849, Iiedarnath v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 27 (30) : 4 Pat L J 74 : 20 Cr. L. J. 161 (FB), Ml. Kesarx. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rangll4(117) : 7Bang821 : 31 Cr.L.J. 387, Maung Bax. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 147 (149) : 25 Cri L Jour 1152, Gangadhar v. Bhangi Sao. 

Where accused is prejudiced, defect Is material. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lah S28 (832) : 40 Cri L Jour 371, Gian Singh x. Emperor. (P 
charged and convicted under S. 419, Penal Code — Charge not making clear as to 
by virtue of which of the consequences referred to in S. 415, Penal Code, P was 
guilty of offence of cheating — Held that charge was defective and defect in charge 
was material irregularity which could not be cured bj' S. 225.) 

(’04) 8 Cal W N 278 (285) (FB), Burgee Mull x. Imam Ali. 

(’02) 15 C P L R 112 (113), Emperor v. Vinayak Jagcshwar. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 125 (12G) : 13 Ind Cas 7S1 (Mad), Mandi Ghasi v. Emperor. 
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sentence or order in the case shall be reversed or altered under 
chapter 27 or on appeal or revision on account of any error, omission 
or irregularity in a charge unless it has occasioned a failure of justice. 
Section 535 deals with cases where no charge has been framed at all, 
and provides that no finding or sentence in the case should be deemed 
invalid in appeal or revision unless the Court considers that a failure 
of justice has been occasioned thereby. 

In Babulal Ghauhhani v. King-Emperor la their Lordships 
of the Privy Council held that the irregularity of charging together 
different offences instead of charging them separately was curable 
under this section and s. 537 if the accused was not prejudiced. This 
seems to suggest that joining together in the same charge several 
offences which must be separately charged is an ‘error’ in stating the 
offence. 

It is for the Court to decide in each case whether the defect in 
the charge has misled the accused. 2 In considering the question 
whether the accused has been prejudiced in his defence by the defect 
in the charge, regard must be had to the fact that the objection 
to the frame of the charge was not raised till a late stage in the 
proceedings. 3 See also s. 537, Explanation. 

The section is aimed, among other things, at objections on the 
ground of variance between the charge and the evidence. 4. But the 
fundamental principle in all criminal charges is that the accused 
should not be prejudiced in his defence and, therefore, where a charge 
expressed in vague terms has been understood in a certain sense and 
proceedings have gone on, on such basis, it is not thereafter open to 
the prosecution to contend that the charge means something else. 5 
The object of the section is that technical defects in the charge should 
not be allowed to defeat the' ends of justice. Hence, where the guilt 
-of the accused has been proved, he can be convicted notwithstanding 

la. (’38) AIR 1938 PC 130 (135) : 39 Cr. L. J. 452 : 65 I. A. 158 : 32 S. L. R. 476 : 
ILB (1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC). 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 603 (604):41Cri L Jour 523, Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Lumping together of three cases of cheating in charge under S. 420, Penal Code— 
But no prejudice caused to accused by irregularity. Ss. 225 and 537 cure defect.)] 
~2. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 712 (714): 30 Cr.L.J. 891: 9 Pat 642, MalluGopc v. Emperor. 
3. (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 488(488):36 Cr.L.J. 1198:11 Luck 343, Bishnath v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cr.L. J. 108 (112, 113) : 32 Mad 3 : 3 I. C. 22 In re Subramania Siva. 
•(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (192) : 16 Cr.L.J. 497 : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal v. Emperor. 
•(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 488 (491) : 34 Cr. L. J. 892, Sacliidanand v. Emperor. 

[See also (’88) 1 Weir 471 (475) : 1 M H C R 31, Queen-Empress v. Williams. 
(Case bearing on S.41of Act 18 of 1862 — Held that the indictment for cheating, 
which was defective for uncertainty was one to be objected to, if at all, before 
the jury was sworn.)] 

-4. (’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 456 (484, 485) : 32 Mad 384 : 2 I.C. 33, In re Erishnasioami. 
[But see (’16) AIR 1916 All 60 (60) : 17 Cr.L.J. 411 (411), Bam Ghandar Sahai v. 
Emperor. (It is not sufficient to say that at the close of the evidence the accused 
knows what is alleged against him. The object of Ss. 221, 222 and 223 is 
clearly to enable him to know the substantive charges which he will have to 
meet and to be ready for them before the evidence is given.)] 

3. (’78) 2 Bom 142 (145), Imperatrix v, Baban Khan. (When accused has been 
convicted on a charge expressed in vague terms, the prosecution on appeal should 
be limited to the particular sense in which the charge has been understood at the 
trial.) 


Section 225 
Note 1 


2Cr.8.3. 
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Section 225 that the charge contains unnecessary allegations -which the prosecution 
SJotes 1-2 has not proved. 0 

This section lays down what errors and omissions in the charge 
should be regarded as material. Section 232 provides for the procedure to 
be followed in cases where an appellate or revisional Court considers 
that the defect in the charge is a material one. See also Notes under 
sections 535 and 537. 

2. Charge in cases of rioting, unlawful assembly, etc. — 

Under S. 223, a charge of an offence of rioting (or connected offences) 
should specify the common object of the unlawful assembly. An error 
or omission in this respect will vitiate the trial if the accused has 
been prejudiced in his defence by reason of such defect in the charge. 1 
But, if the accused has not been prejudiced by reason of such error or 
omission, the defect is not a material one. 2 Even in cases, where the 
charge is to the effect that the accused is liable constmctivcly under 

5. 149 of the Penal Code for the acts of his companions, the trial is 
not necessarily vitiated because the charge does not specify or states 

6. (’67) 4 Bom H C R Cr 17 (22), Beg. v. Francis Cassidy. 

Note 2 

1. (’95) 22 Cal 27G (2S5), Sabir v. Queen-Empress. 

(’85) 11 Cal 10G (109), Bchari Mchion v. Queen-Empress. 

(’07) G Cvi L .Tour 446 (44S, 449) (Lab), Gowardhan Das v. Emperor. 

(’0G) 3 Cr.L.J. 153 (159): 33 Cal 295:2 C.L.J. 516, Parcsnaili Sirhar v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 191 (191) : 24 Cr. L. J. 355, Amimilla v. Emperor. 

[.See (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 5S4 (584) : 25 Cri L Jour 39G, In rc Kottoora Thevan. 
(Conviction for dacoity founded on n common object not charged is not sustain- 
able.)] 

2. (’35) AIR 1935 Oudli 4SS (48S) : 3G Cri L Jour 1198 : 11 Luck 343, Bisnalh v. 
Emperor. (Omission to specify common object — Accused not misled by such 
omission — Omission is cured by S. 225.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 827 (831, S32), Basi Bcddi v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

(’06) 4 Cal W N 196 (199), Bahamai Ali v. Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 275 (277, 278) :9 CW N 599, BvddJiu v. Mi. Lachminia. 

(’1G) AIR 191G Cal G93 (705, 70G): 1G Cr.L. J.G41 (646), Bam Subhagx. Emperor. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Bom 314 (314, 315) : 27 Cri L Jour 744, Emperor v. Tcshwant. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 350 (350) : 19 Cri L Jour 200, Ddkshinamnrti v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 453 (453) : 2 Pat L J 541 : 18 Cr. L. J. 911, Harindcr Singh 
v. Emperor. (Want of specific allegation of common object in the chnrge does 
not vitiate conviction if from the evidence it is clear what the common object is.) 
(’26) AIR 192G Cal 439 (439, 440) : 26 Cr. L. J. 567, Chhahari Shade v. Emperor. 
(’IS) AIR 1918 Pat 257(25S):3PatLJ565 : 19 Cr. L. J. 735, Mahangux. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 398 (400) : 6 Pat 832 : 2S Cri L Jour 769, Clilianha Dhanuh 
v. Emperor. (Charge of being a member of an unlawful assembly with the com- 
mon object of committing assault is the usual form of charge when the common 
object is to do violence to some person — It is immaterial whether the offence, to- 
commit which there was a common object, was assault, simple hurt or grievous hurt.) 
(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 64 (G5) : 20 Cri L Jour 760, Maharaj Singh v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 19 (20) : 8 Luck 199 : 34 Cr. L. J. 393, Ghazuddin Khan v. 
Emperor. (Charge under Ss. 147 and 149, Penal Code— Omission to state common 
object is mere irregularity specially when charge has been framed after the whole 
prosecution evidence is recorded and the accused are fully cognizant of the case 
against them.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 4S8 (48S) : 11 Luck 343 : 36 Cr.L.J. 119S, Bishnath v. Emperor. 
(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 374 (377) : 35 Cal 384 : 12 C W N 579, Maniruddin v. Emperor. 
(’09) 10 Cr. L J. 471 (472) : 36 Cal 865 : 4 I. C. 19, Silajii Mahoto v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 147 — Question in each case is whether common object estab- 
lished agrees in essential particulars with common object as stated in charge — 
In this case there was no such agreement — Conviction under S. 147 quashed.) 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 121 (122) : 37 Cal 340 : 5 I. C. 365, Ballon Shaihh v. Emperor.. 
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erroneously the common object, in pursuance of which the act is 
alleged to have been done . 8 

3. Charges in other cases. — The undermentioned cases 1 are 
instances in which the error or omission in the charge was considered 
material. For cases in which the defect in the charge was considered 
not material, see the undermentioned decisions . 2 


(’1C) AIR 191G Cal 335 (355) : 17 Cr. L. ,T. 92 (93), Abdul Shaikh v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 line! 188 (189) : 31 Cri L Jour 317, Ycnhadit v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 28G (287) : 30 Cri L .Tour 4G7, Hasan Ali v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 520(522):55 Bom 725:33 Cr.L.J. Gl, Eamachandra v. Emperor. 
3. (’15) AIR 1915 Lali 418 (422) : 1C Cr. L. ,T. G89 (G93) : 1915 Bun Rc No. 1G Cr, 
Dhian Singh v. Emperor. 

[Dot see (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 218 (219) : 39 Cal 781 : 14 In 4 Cn* 314, Kndrutuiiah 
v. Emperor. (Submitted not correct.)] 

Note 3 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Lnli 828 (832) : 40 Cri L Jour 371, Gian Singh v. Emperor. 
(Charge of cheating defective by reason of Magistrate’s failure to sot out particu- 
lar consequences by virtue of which the deception became offence — Defect being 
inatcrini irregularity not curable under 8. 225.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 431(432, 433) :3G Cr. L. J. 150G, Sat Xarain La! v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged under S. 301, Penal Code, but tried under S. 302 — Held, illegality 
could not be cured under S. 537, Cr. P. C.) 

(’G7) 8 Suth W E Cr 95 (9G), In rc Domini Moon slice. (S. 193, Penal Code — 
Charge under — Exact words not stated.) 

(’G3) 9 Suth \V R Cr 14 (14, 15), Queen v. Fcojdar Boy. (Da.) 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 25 (20, 27), EmprcssW. Soondcr Mohoorcc. (Do.) 

(’1G) xVIR191GAll G0(G0): 17 Cr.L.J. 411, Eamachandra v. Emperor. (Extortion- 
Charge of— Charge must state the amount alleged to have been obtained from each 
person and the nature of the extortion used against each — Conviction quashed.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad GOO (G91) : 49 Mad 74 : 2G Cr. L. J. 1513, In rc Mallu Dora. 
(Charges under Ss. 397 and 395—. Held that the charges did not give the accused 
sufficient particulars of what they had to meet.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 504(501) : 15 IndCas 648 (Mad), Govinda Reddi v. Emperor. 
(Charge framed under R. 8, S. 2G, Mndras Forest Act, must clearly state that tho 
place from where the accused cut a tree was a "reserved forest" — Omission to 
state this is material defect which vitiates the trial.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 212 (213) : 19 I. C. 308 (Cal), Sited Chandra v. Emperor. (In 
one charge two persons were charged with causing hurt to three others with a dao; 
but there was no case of hurt with a dao by one of the accused and he was con. 
victed under S. 352 for using lathi against two of the complainants — Held, that 
* this was an irregularity which might have prejudiced tho accused in their trial.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lnli GIG (G17) : 25 Cr.L.J. 471, Jalaluddin v. Emperor. (Where 
accused is charged with having beaten the complainant at a particular place and 
at a particular time and the prosecution fails to establish that charge, the accused 
cannot on that evidence bo convicted of having beaten the complainnnt at a 
different place on a different occasion.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal G03 (604) : 2G Cr. L. J. 849, Ecdar Nath v. Emperor. (In case 
of cheating, charge must set out the manner in which the offence wns committed 
— The omission to set out manner is material or not, according to the accused 
having or not having been misled — Charge held to be too vague and indefinite.) 
(’61) 2 Weir 2GG (26G), In rc Tippah a Daligadu. (Accused charged with previous 
convictions — It is not sufficient to state in the charge that tho accused is an old 
offender — Charge held irregular.) 

[See also (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 431 (431, 432) : 3G Cr. L. J. 1500, Sainarain Lai 
v. Emperor. (Accused charged under S. 304, but tried under S. 302, Penal Code 
— Trial is illegal — S. 537, Cr. P. C., cannot cure illegality — Chnrge for minor 
offence and conviction for major offence are illegal.)] 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (135) : 39 Cr.L.J. 452 : G5 I. A. 15S : 32 S. L. R.47G : 
ILR (1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC ), Babulalv. Emperor. (Misjoinder of charges — Specific 
offences satisfactorily proved and corroborated — No miscarriageof justice — Held 
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irregularity was such that it could be, and was, cured under Ss. 225 and 587 by 
the finding that the accused had not been prejudiced.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 195 (200) : 39 Cr. L. J. 417, Bam Krishna v. Emperor. (Charge 
of conspiracy containing words that accused agreed with each other “or” with 
others unknown to commit offence — Held accused could not have been misled and 
defect if any was not such as could not be sufficiently met by S. 225 or S. 537.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 445 (44G) : 39 Cr. L. J. 895 : ILR (1939) Nag 180, Provincial 
Government v. Shankar Gopal. (Charge under S. 409, Penal Code, erroneous in 
respect of the date as well as place of payment — Nothing in case to show that 
accused was misled — No prejudice having resulted to the accused, error in the 
charge is immaterial and cannot allect legality of trial.) 

(’37) 1937 M W N 1331 (1331), Palani Goundan v. Emperor. (Mistake or doubt 
as to particular weapons used does not entitle accused to absolute acquittal — Con- 
viction for lesser offence instead of more serious offence is sustainable.) 

(’3G) AIR 193G Pat 358 (3G0) : 37 Cri L Jour 8G2, NanhJcoo Mahton v. Emperor. 
(Offence under S. 211, Penal Code, committed at two places but only one stated 
— Accused not misled in defence — His conviction is unaffected.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 475 (475, 47G) : 3G Cri L Jour 120G, Sliakur v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 411, Penal Code, not specifying particular articles possessed — 
But accused not prejudiced by this — Defect is cured by S. 537.) 

(’73) 10 Bom H C R 373 (374), Queen v. Raklnna. (Omission of the word “ dis- 
honestly” in a charge under S. 411, Penal Code, is not a ground for reversing 
conviction when the accused has not been prejudiced by the omission.) 

(18G5) 2 Suth W R Cr 51 (51), Queen v. Bhuttoo Laljcc. (Though charge does not 
distinctly specify the false statement on which the evidence of perjury is attemp- 
ted to be established the omission is not material if the accused has not been 
prejudiced thereby.) 

(’7G) 8 Suth W R Cr 30 (30), Empress v. Durharro Polic. (Charge under S. 43G, 
Penal Code, should state that the house was used as a dwelling house and it is 
not enough if the charge merely refers to a house — But conviction upheld in the 
particular circumstances of the case.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 381 (381) : 15 M L J 224 : 2 Weir 231, Anantha Goundan v. 
Emperor. (Imputation of unchastity to married woman — Error in stating that 
the defamation was of the complainant, the husband, and not of the wife — Held, 
that it was an error or irregularity in the charge which had not prejudiced the 
accused or occasioned a failure of justice.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 597 (598) ; 8 I. C. 229 (Lah), Wasawa Singh v. Emperor. (Charge 

' under S. 411, Penal Code, was ns follows: “Thatyou on or about .... at L were 
found in possession of 2 boxes and some clothes etc., which property you knew 
or had reason to believe to be stolen" — It was urged that there was no such 
offence as being in possession, the offence defined in the Code being one of dis- 
honest receipt or dishonest retention — Held, that though the plea was correct the 
accused was not misled and he knew what charge he had to meet.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 251 (251) : 14 Ind Cns G03 (Mad), Aiyagiri V enkataramiah v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 477A, Penal Code — Non-specification of alleged false 
entries in the charge did not vitiate the trial as the accused knew the subject of 
the charge and was not prejudiced in his defence nnd did not object to it in the 
Court of Session.) 

(’16) AIR 191G Cal G93 (698): IGCr. L.J. 641(646), Bam Subhag Singh v. Emperor. 
(Charge under Ss. 147 and 323 — Omission to state the name of the person against 
whom the offence was committed or to specify the common object — Defects are 
cured by Ss. 537 and 225 — Per Beaehcroft, J.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 18 (41) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1313, Billinghurst v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S. 420, 1. P. G., should contain an allegation of the person or persons who 
were alleged to have been deceived and induced to issue a cheque — The omission 
cannot however be regarded as fatal if the accused is not misled.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (192) : 16 Cr. L. J. 497(501) : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal Hazra 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 4(b), Explosive Substances Act (VI of 190S) — Omis- 
sion to make mention of possession of explosives and of intention of endangering 
life does not vitiate charge.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 16 (19) : 16 Cr. L. Jour 354 (357) : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, 
Balmolcand v. Emperor. (Charge of criminal conspiracy to commit murder — Held 
that omissions to specify in charge the date agreed upon to commit murder, the 
places where the accused were said to have so agreed and the persons whom they 
were alleged to have agreed to murder, did not prejudice the accused.) 
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(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 651 (651, 652) : 33 Cr. L. J. 771 : 60 Cal 201, A T a:7fls7i Chandra 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 292, 1. P. C. — It is better to indicate exactly in what 
respects the book is obscene — But if the accused is not prejudiced in his defenco 
and the prosecution maintains that the whole book is ob=ecne, mere failure to 
mention particular passages is not sufficient reason to interfere in revision.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 481 (482) : 34 Cr.L. .7.526, Montajaddinv. Emperor. (Regis- 
tration Act (16 of 1908), S. 82 — Charge not specifying nbetment — No failure of 
justice — Accused not misled — Omission is immaterial.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 702 (704) : 28 Cr. L. .T. 821 : 9 Lah 280, Shankar Lai v. Emperor. 
(In prosecution under S. 504, Penal Code, if the nccused is aware of the words 
complained of but the Magistrate does not specifically mention the objectionable 
words in the charge the nccused not being misled by the technical defect in the 
charge, his conviction is not vitiated.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 186 (187) : 32 Cr. L. .T. 1202, Cliint'Eam v. Emperor. (Omis- 
sion to state the substance of speeches in a charge under S. 124A held not to 
have prejudiced nccused.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 432 (432) : 28 Cri L .Tour 419, Allah Din v. Emperor. (In a 
charge under S. 498 if the accused are not charged with knowledge that abducted 
woman was married one hut the nccused knew what they were charged with, tho 
defect is not fatal.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 674 (675, 676) : 26 Cri L Jour 900, Qakul Khalil: v. Emperor. 
(Manner of cheating — Misdescription — Defect, although material, held not to 
have prejudiced the nccused.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 708 (703): 5S Cal 580 : 32 Cr. L..T.228, Nababali v. Emperor. 
(The word “or" by mistake used for word “and" between two charges framed 
under Ss.221 and 342, Penal Code — Accused not prejudiced — Held conviction in 
respect of both charges was not bad.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 401 (462) : 59 Cnl 113 : 33 Cri L .Tour 549, H. B. Spiers v. 
Johiuddin. (Wrong sections quoted in charge — Mistake held not to have pre- 
judiced the accused as he knew full well what charge he had to meet.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 347 (347) : 27 Cr. L. J. 909, Fareand Ali v. Emperor. (Charge 
of cheating giving month in which offence was committed but not the exact date 
— . Held conviction could not bo set aside unless accused was shown to have been 
materially prejudiced.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 22 (20) : 19 Cri L Jour 657, Jangilal v. Emperor. (Omission 
to state manner of cheating held not material ns it lind not misled the accused.) 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 287 (288) : 107 I. C. 826 (Pat), Jamnna Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Setting out the details of the chnrgcs in one comprehensive sentenco instead of 
stating the substance in separate sentences held not to have prejudiced accused.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 158 (159) : 34 Cri L .Tour 154, Samrath Mai v. Emperor. 
(Accused in complaint for defamation is not prejudiced although the exact 
words used are not given in tho charge whero the charge was clear nnd unambi. 
guous and the accused was not liable to bo misled by the charge as framed.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 58 (59) : 27 Cr. L. J. 947, Tikamdas Mnlchand v. Emperor. 
(Defamation — Plea that though there was publication, there was no publication 
to the person mentioned in tho charge is a highly technical plea nnd the defect 
in the charge is curnblo under S. 537.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 227 (228) : 35 Cr.L. .T. 1386, Nnra v. Emperor. (Omission to 
mention S. 34, Penal Code, by the application of which nccused was convicted, 
held, not to have caused any failure of justice.) 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 456 (460) : 32 Mad 384 : 2 I. C. 33, In re Krishnaswami. (Offence 
under S. 124A, Penal Code — Charge stating words used with substantial though 
not absolute accuracy — Failure to enter in the chargo the words or substance of 
the words used amounts only to an irregularity.) 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 108 (112, 113) : 32 Mad 3 : 3 I. C. 22, In re Suhramania Siva. (Do.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 106 (107): 25 Cri L Jour 401, In re Narayana Mcnon. (Do.) 
(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 140 (141) : 1 1. C. 42 (Mad), In re Chidambaram Pillai. (Do.) 
(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 397 (400) : 18 Cr. L. J. 875 (878) : 1917 Pun Re No. 29 Cr, 
Bisakhi v. Emperor. (Omission to specify previous conviction held not to have 
caused failure of justice or prejudiced the accused.) 

• (’81) 1881 All W N 32 (32). Empress v. Eaghib Ali. (Do.) 

[See also (’10) 11 Cr.L. J. 303 (303, 304) : 61. C. 269 (PC), In re Chanda Singh. 
(Proceedings against pleader under Legal Practitioners Act — Charges of mis- 
conduct against pleader not formally drawn up — Their substance understood by 
pleader — Proceedings good and the latter deliberately admitted them — Order 
passed by the Judge is not ultra vires.)] 
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“ 2267 1 —When" any person - is - committed for 

Procedure on com- trial without a charge, or with an 

charge^or with imper- imperfect or erroneous charge, the 
feet charge. Court, or, in the case of a High 

Court, the Clerk of the Crown, may frame a charge 
or add to or otherwise alter the charge, as the case 
may he, having regard to the rules contained in this 
Code as to the form of charges. 

Illustrations 

1. A is charged with the murder of G. A charge of abetting the murder of C 
may be added or substituted. 

2. A is charged with forging a valuable security under S. 4G7 of the Indian 
Penal Code. A charge of fabricating false evidence under S. 193 may be added. 

3. A is charged with receiving stolen property knowing it to be stolen. 
During the trial it incidentally appears that he has in his possession instruments 
for the purpose of counterfeiting coin. A charge under S. 235 of the Indian Penal 
Code cannot be added. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “ Without a charge. " 

4. “ With an imperfect or erroneous charge. ” 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Altogether different offence. See Note 2. 
Amendment of charges. See Note 2. 
Charge from original evidence itself. 
See Note 2. 

Charges not to be based on additional 
evidence. See Note 2. 

New charges at re-trials. See Note 2. 


New charge need not be related to 
original charge. See Note 2. 

Prior dismissal by Magistrate for offence. 
See Note 2. 

Quashing conviction. See S. 232. 

Stages in which charges are to be 
amended. See Note 2. 


4. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of IS 61 and 1S72 : 

There was no corresponding section in the Code of 1 SG 1 . This section 
was first enacted in the Code of 1872 as S. 446. But even under the 
Code of 1861 it was held that the Sessions Court had power under 
S. 244 (now S. 227) to amend the charge framed hv the committing 
Magistrate . 1 


* Code of 1882 : S. 226 — Same as above; but illustrations w T ere added in 1898. 

Code of 1872 : S. 446. 

d‘lG. If a prisoner is committed to the Court of Session, either without any 
How Court of Session ch c al ‘6 e at a11 ® r u P on a charge which the Court, upon 
may deal with charge. to the proceedings before the committing 

Magistrate, considers improper the Court of Session 
may draw up a charge for any offence which it considers to be proved by the 
evidence taken before the committing Magistrate. A copy of such charge shall be 
given to the accused person. 

Code of 1861 —Nil. 


Section 226 — Note 1 

1. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 8 (8), In re Kalaram Singh. 

(’70) 7 Eom H C R Cr 81 (82), Beg. v. Bapu Parbat. (Ordering new commitment 
on corrected charge is illegal.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr L 2 (2). 
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Changes made in 1882 : 

(1) The words “at all” which occurred after the words “without any 
charge” in s. *140 of the Code of 1872 were omitted. 

(2) The words “or with an imperfect or erroneous charge” were 
substituted for the words “or upon a charge which the Court, 
upon reference to the proceedings before the committing Magis- 
trate considers improper” which occurred in the Code of 1872. 

(3) The words “may draw up a charge” which occurred in the Code 
of 1S72, were substituted by the words “may frame a charge or 
add to or otherwise alter the charge.” 2 

(4) The words requiring a copy of the new charge to be given to the 
accused were omitted. 

Changes made in ISOS : 

The illustrations to the section were added. 

2. Scope of the section. — Section 193, sub-s.(l) provides that 
except as otherwise expressly provided by the Code or by any other 
law for the time being in force, no Court of Session can take cognizance 
of a case as a Court of original jurisdiction unless the accused has 
been committed to it by a Magistrate duly empowered in that behalf. 
Similarly, under S. 101 the High Court is empowered to take cognizance 
of offences ns a Court of original jurisdiction “upon a commitment 
made to it in manner hereinafter provided.” The present section is by 
way of an exception to these sections. 1 It enables the High Court or 
the Sessions Court to amend or add to the charge on which an accused 
has been committed to it for trial. It also enables the High Court or 
the Sessions Court to frame a suitable charge in cases in which an 
accused has been committed without a charge. But the power is strictly 
limited to the cases specified in the section, viz., cases in which a 
person is committed for trial without a charge or with an imperfect or 
•erroneous charge. 2 

It is competent to the Sessions Judge to amend the charge even 
.after the commencement of the trial (see s, 227). But it is his duty 
before the commencement of the trial to scrutinize the charges and to 
•amend them if necessary under this section. 3 When the Sessions Judge 
finds the charges framed by the committing Magistrate imperfect in 

2. (’81) 7 Gal L R 143 (143), Empress v. Poresholla Sheikh. (Case under Code of 
1S72 — Held that the Sessions Judge had no power to expunge the charge framed 
hy the committing Magistrate.) 

Note 2 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (50, 51) : 1G Cr. L. J. 573 (573) : 9 Sind L R 37, Dodo 
v. Emperor. (The combined effect of Ss. 226 to 231 is to confer a very wide 
jurisdiction upon the Court of Session.) 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 158 (1G0) : 25 Cr.D.J. 1162, Surat Bahadur v. Emperor. 
(Committing Magistrate framing charge under S. 471, Penal Code — As sanction of 
•Court was necessary under Criminal Procedure Code, Sessions Judge converting 
it into charge under S. 474 though charge was not imperfect in form and though 
offence committed by accused fell under S. 471 and not S. 474 — Held that he 
acted without jurisdiction.) 

3. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 821 (822), 18 Cr.L.J. 34G, Earuppa Goundan v. Emperor. 
.(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 245 (248) : 27 Cri L Jour 57, Bhutan v. Emperor. (Any 

amendment which is made in the charge-sheet should be made so far as possible, 
by using the words of the section.) 


Section 226 
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Section 226 any way, ifc is his duty to amend them under this section and not 
Note 2 acquit the accused. 4 

' The Sessions Judge has power under the section to “frame a 
charge or add to or otherwise alter the charge as the case may he.” 
He can totally reject a charge framed by the Magistrate and substitute 
a new charge in its place. 5 (See illustration 1.) He can also add a charge 
to that framed by the committing Magistrate. 0 (See illustration 2.) 

The added charge need not he related to the original charge. 7 
But it is on the facts disclosed on the evidence before the committing 
Magistrate and on those facts alone that any action under this section 
can he taken. 8 Further, the section refers to a case where the charge 
is defective at the time of commitment. Hence, an amendment or 

[Sec (’92) 1G Bom 414 (42G), Queen v. Yajiram. (Application for framing addi- 
tional charge in respect of another offence disclosed on the evidence recorded by 
the committing Magistrate — Decision on application — Postponement till a later 
stage of the proceedings is objectionable — Application must be disposed of at the 
very commencement of the trial.)] 

4 . (’82) 8 Cal 450 (453) : 10 Cal L R 421, Empress v. Srccnath Kvr. 

[Sec however (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 475 (476) : 30 Cr. L. J. 191, Emperor v. Mohan- 
lal Adiiram. (Accused committed to the High Court Sessions for kidnapping 
minor girl in Bombay and also of abetting rape on her commRted at Akmeda- 
bad under Ss. 37G and 114, Penal Code — Prosecution seeking to amend the 
second charge of abetment of rape by omitting S. 114, Penal Code, and by 
substituting in its place S. 109, Pennl Code — Leave to amend the charge was 
refused on the ground that the proposed amendment would materially alter the 
nature of the case the accused had to meet at a late stage of the case and the 
second charge was therefore withdrawn from the jury.)] 

5 . (’82) 18S2 All W N 1G5 (1G5), Empress v. Bam Bahhsh. (Magistrate on the 
evidence before him ought to have committed on a chnrgeof rape and not adultery 
. — Sessions Judge can substitute a charge of rape.) 

[See however (’37) GG C L J 575 (57G, 577), Khidirx. Emperor. (Depriving accused 
of right to trial by jury by manoeuvre of substituting a new charge is bad.)] 

6. (’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (51, 52) : 1G Cr. L. J. 573 : 9 Sind L R 37, Dodo v. 
Emperor. (Charge means a whole series of counts or heads of charges of various 
offences so that even the word "alter” gives power to add additional counts to 
the charge.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal G25 (62G) : 2G Cri L Jour 5, HasscmtUah Shaikh v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 413 (414) : 24 Cri L Jour 177, il tula Singh v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 375 (377) : 35 Cr. L. J. 63, Gulzari v. Emperor. 

[See also (’84) S Bom 200 (210), Queen-Empress v. Appa Subhana. ("Charge” 
refers to a statement of a specific offence nnd not a whole series of counts or 
heads of charges — But the expression “without a charge” covers cases where 
the Magistrate has not framed a' charge for such offence as the Sessions Court 
may think the prisoner ought to be tried for.)] 

[But see (’8G) 8 All GG-5 (GG7) : 1S8G A W N 254 ,Quccn-Emprcssx. Eharga. (Sub- 
mitted not good law.)] 

7 . (’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (51): 16 Cr.L. J. 573:9 Sind L R 37, Dodox. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 375 (377):35 Cr.L. J. 63 , Gulzari v. Emperor. (Original charge 

under S. 147 and S. 148 altered to one under S. 395 read with 397, I. P. C.) 

[But see (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 794 (797) : 32 Cal 22 : 8 C W N 784, Bircndra Lai 
Bhaduri v. Emperor. (Sessions Court is not a Court of original jurisdiction and 
though vested with large powers for amending and adding to charges can only 
do so with reference to the immediate subject of the prosecution and committal, 
and not with regard to a matter, not covered by the indictment.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 131 (132):21 Cr.L. J. 57, Muthu Gonndanx. Emperor. (Do.)] 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 413 (414) : 24 Cr. L. J. 177, Mula Singh v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (51):1G Cr.L.J.573 (574):9 Sind L R 37, Dodo v. Emperor. 
(’81) 3 Mad 351 (353) : 2 Woir 2G9, Bama Varma Baja v. Queen. 

[See also (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 524 (526) : 32 Cri L Jour 1135, Abdxd Aziz Shah v. 
Emperor. (Illustrations to the section show that the only new charges or addi- 
tions or alterations which may be made are those which can be supported by 
the evidence which is relevant to the charge already made.)] 
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addition cannot be made under this section on the basis of additional 
evidence taken by tbe committing Magistrate under s. 219 after 
commitment . 8 

The power of tbe Sessions Judge to frame a charge under this 
section is not fettered by the fact that a complaint in respect of the 
offence for which he proposes to frame a charge has been dismissed by 
the Magistrate. 10 But he cannot substitute a charge of adultery for 
one of rape framed by the Magistrate, the reason being that under 
S. 199 a charge of adultery cannot be taken cognizance of by any Court 
except upon a complaint of the husband or other persons mentioned 
therein. 11 (Compare s. 230.) The Sessions Judge lias no power under 
the section to order the Magistrate to re-draw the charges. 12 

"Where a case was remanded to a Court of Session by the High 
Court for trial on certain charges, it was held that the High Court 
did not intend to fetter the discretion of the Sessions Judge to amend 
the charges in any way he might think necessary. 13 

The fact that additional charges are framed by the Sessions Coufi 
does not make the questions at issue in the Sessions trial and in the 
preliminary inquiry substantially different and under S. 33 of the 
Evidence Act the evidence of witnesses who gave evidence in the 
preliminary inquiry and subsequently died may be admitted in the 
sessions trial. 1 ' 1 

3. “Without a charge.” — This section applies inter alia to 
cases in which a person is committed for trial without a charge. For 
''instance, a commitment under S. 437 or S. 52G may be made without 
framing a charge. 1 In such cases, the Court of Session may itself 
frame a charge. It has been held that the expression applies not only 
to cases in which no charge has been framed at all by the committing 
Magistrate but also to cases in which a charge has been framed by him 
but there is no charge in respect of the offence which the Sessions 
J udge may think the prisoner ought to be tried for. 2 

$. “With an imperfect or erroneous charge,” — The word 
“imperfect” implies defect in form. 1 The expression covers an imper- 
fection due to a misjoinder of charges. 2 In the undermentioned case 3 

9. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 247 (250) : 34 Cr.L. J. 278, In re Bliogi Reddy AnJcamvia ► 
See also S. 219 Note 2. 

10. (’92) 16 Bom 4l4 (424, 427), Queen v. V aji Ram. 

11. (’02) 29 Cal 415 (416) : 6 C W N 677, Chcmon Garo v. Emperor. (Husband’s 
appearance as a witness for prosecution cannot be regarded as amounting to 
complaint for adultery.) 

See also S. 227 Note 4. 

12. (’76) 25 Sutli W R Cr 17 (17), In re Ramdhonc AcJiarjce. 

13. (’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 794 (796) : 32 Cal 22:8 OWN 784, Birendra Lai v. Emperor* 

14. (’81) 7 Cal 42 (44) : 8 Cal L R 273, Empress v. Rochia Mohato. 

Note 3 

1. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 275 (277) : 27 Mad 54 : 2 Weir 227, In re Ealagava Bapiah. 

2. (’84) 8 Bom 200 (210), Queen-Empress v. Appa Subhana. 

[But see (’86) 8 All 665 (667) : 1886 AWN 254, Qu'een-Empress v. Eharga.'] 

Note 4 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 158 (160) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1162, Surat Bahadur v. Emperor v 

2. (’82) 8 Cal 450 (453) : 10 Cal L R 421, Empress v. Sreenath Kur. 

3. (’86) 8 All 665 (667) : 1886 AWN 254, Queen-Empress v. Eharga, 
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'Section 226 
, Note 5 - 


Section 227 


it was held by the Allahabad High Court that the fact that the evidence 
recorded by the committing Magistrate is such as to justify an additional 
head of charge being included does not make the charge as framed 
imperfect or erroneous and that the Sessions Court has no power 
■under the section to add a charge. But this view, it is submitted, is 
not correct. See under Rote 2. 


2.2. 7* (1) Any Court may alter or add to any 
Court may charge at any time before judgment is 
alter charge, pronounced, or, in the case of trials before 
the Court of Session or High Court, before the verdict 
of the jury is returned or the opinions of the assessors 
are expressed. 

(2) Every such alteration or addition shall be 
read and explained to the accused. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “ Or add to." 

4. "May" — Discretion of Court. 

5. Record of reasons. 

6. Time for alteration of or addi- 
tion to charge. 

7. Amendment of charge after 
remand. 

7a. Amendment by Court of 
Session. 


8. Application for alteration of 
charges. 

9. Amendment — How made. 

10. Examination of accused after 

amendment. 

11. Sub-section (2). 

12. Appeal. 

13. Revision. 

14. Accused, when can be convicted 

without charge. Sec S. 237. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


‘Alter’, whether includes ‘withdrawal.’ 
See Notes 2 and 4. 

Alteration after compromise petition. 
See Note 4. 

Alteration after verdict. See Note G. 
Amendment should not prejudice the 
accused. Sec Note 4. 


Curing illegality. See Note 4. 

Limits of power of amendment. See 
Note 4. 

Omission to read and explain, effect of. 
See Note 11. 

Powers of Sessions Court, See Note 2. 


4. Legislative changes. — The words “or add to” in sub-s.(i) 
were for the first time introduced in the present Code. 

2. Scope of the section. — Section 22G applies to Sessions Courts 
■and High Courts and is intended to apply to alterations or additions 
to the charge, at the commencement of the trial. This section applies 
to all Courts and is intended to apply to alterations or additions to 
the charge during the course of the trial} In either case, however, 
the alterations or additions must bo based on the facts disclosed by 

Code of 1882 : S. 227 — Same, except the addition noted in Note 1. 

1872 : Ss. 444 and 445; 1861 : S. 244. 

Section 227 — Note 2 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 247 (250) : 34 Cr. L. .T, 278, In re Bhogi Bcddc Anlcamvla. 
(S. 227 read with S. 237 can only apply after some evidence has been taken at 
the trial.) 
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the evidence recorded," tlie materials ou which the Court acts under 
S. 226 being the evidence recorded before, the committing Magistrate, 
and those on which the Court acts under this section being the 
evidence recorded before itself . 3 

- There are certain cases in which it is not necessary to amend the 
charge and the accused can he convicted of an offence though he was 
not charged with it . 1 See Ss. 237 and 23S. 

The word “alter” in the section includes a power to withdraw a 
charge. 5 See. also Note 4. 

3. “Or add to.” — These words were absent in the corresponding 
sections of the old Codes, and there was a conflict of opinions as to 
whether the word “ alter” included the addition of a new charge . 1 It 
is now clear that a new charge may be added to the original charge 
even if it he unconnected in any way with the latter . 2 In the latter 
case, however, the trial cannot proceed forthwith but the Court should 
proceed under s. 229. 

5. “May” — Discretion of Court. — The word “may” shows 
that the Court has a large discretion to alter or add to a charge framed 
under the Code . 1 In fact, the Magistrate must be ever ready, as the 

2. See foot-note 3. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (51): 16 Cr.L.J. 573 : 9 S. L. R. 37, Dodo v. Emperor. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 All 935 (937) : 37 Cr. L. J. 247, Samuel John v. Emperor. 
(Case under S. 238 (2), Cr. P. C.) 

5. (’90) 1890 All W N 178 (178), Bam Dai v. Parbali. 

See also S. 227 Note 4. 

Note 3 

1. (’84) S Bom 200 (210, 211), Quecn-Empressx. Appa Subliana. (New charge can- 
not he framed.) 

(’79) 1S79 Pun Re No. 21 Cr, p. 60 (64), Empress v. Sultani. (Alteration does not 
include addition.) 

(’71) 3 N W P H C R 337(337, 338), Queen v. TFnn's Ali. (Cannot add an entirely 
new charge, which is not even cognate to the charge on which the accused was 
committed.) 

(’94) 21. Cal 97 (103), Empress v. Sukec Baur. (In a case committed under S. 372, 
I. P. C., Court refused to add a charge of abetment of rape on the evidence 
recorded in the Sessions Court.) 

(’87) 10 All 5S (60) : 1887 A W N 274, Empress v. Wazir Jan. (New charges may 
he added.) 

(’87) 9 All 525 (527) : 1887 A W N 155, Qiicen-Emprcssx. Gordon (“Alter” includes 
addition of ne.w charge.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 64 (65), Nga O v. Queen-Empress. (Cancelling of charge 
under one section and substitution of another not warranted by law.) 

[See also (’97) 10 C P L R Cr 13 (14), Empress v. Baliram. (‘Alter’ does not 
include expunging a charge and framing another in its place.)] 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (51) : 16 Cr. L. J. 573 : 9 S.L.R. 37, Dodo v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 625 (626) : 26 Cri L Jour 5, Eassenulla Sheikh v. Emperor. 

[But see (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 28 (34) : 21 Sind L R 55 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1217, Emperor 
v. Stewart. (The doubt expressed in this case based on 3 Mad 351, a decision 
under the old Code, does not seem to have any basis.)] 

Note 4 

1. Seethe following cases: 

(’37) AIR 1937 Bom 260 (261) : ILR (1937) Bom 369 : 38 Cr. L. J. 850, Emperor 
v. Yeshwant Vitim. (There is nothing in the. Code or in the Bombay High Court 
Rules that limits the powers of the Court to alter the charge.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 255 (255) : 27 Cri L Jour 496, Framji v. Emperor. (A charge 
under S. 122 of Bombay CityPolice Act was altered into one under S.352, PenalCode.) 
(’71) 16 Suth W B Cr 63 (63), Queen v. Firman Ali. 


Section 227 
Notes 2-4 



1324 


COURT MAY ALTER CHARGE 


Section 227 facts of the case are disclosed, to either alter or add to the charge, or 

Note 5 to refer the case under S. 3 -17. 2 It often happens that in the course of 

the evidence an offence more aggravated than the one complained of 
is discovered, and in such cases it is the duty of the Court to charge 
the accused with the more aggravated offence . 3 The discretion is, 
however, a judicial one and must not bo exercised arbitrarily. 

The powers of the Court under this section are very wide and can 
he exercised even if the alteration of the charge leads necessarily to 
the discharge of the jury which has already been sworn in and 
empanelled . 311 

The section does not warrant the striking out of a charge for the 
purpose of curing an illegality which had already been committed 
and does not enable the Court to proceed on those charges only that 
have been legally joined .' 1 Thus, w’kere the accused was charged with 
more than three offences committed in the course of a year, it was held 
that the trial w r as in contravention of S. 23d and that the illegality 
could not he cured by striking out the charges so as to reduce the 
number to three . 5 

Where, however, a charge is properly framed but it is found after 
taking evidence that it is groundless, it has been held that the Court 
is not prevented from striking out such charge . 0 

(18G3) 7 Sutli W R Cr S (8), In rc ICalaram Singh. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 773 (774), Queen-Empress v, Abdul Hnscn. 

(’72) 4 N WPHC R 1G (20), Queen v. Bheebeekee. 

(’93) 17 Bom 3G9 (372, 373), Quccn-Emprcss v, Klioda Uma. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudli 73 (73, 74) : 32 Cr. L. <T. 330, Saclichidanand v. Emperor. (A 
charge under S. 341, I. P. C. can be converted toone under Ss. 341and50G, I. P. C.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur G5 (123) : 15 Cri L Jour SO : 7 Low Bur Bui 143 (FB), 
G. S. Clifford v. Emperor. (A charge of cheating by issuing false balance sheet 
was altered by adding words regarding subsequent conduct of the bank.) 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 307 (30S) : 28 Cri L Jour 1G4, Kattuvci v. Suppan, 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 154 (154, 155) : 4 Ind Cas 1039 (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. 
Thavaslandi Thcvan .' (A charge under S. 211 was altered into one under 
S. 1S2-A, Penal Code.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lali 718 (718) : 2G Cr. L. J. 420, Gokal v. Phuman Singh. (Case 
under S.3G3, Penal Code, of kidnapping from lawful guardianship, a minor girl — 
On finding that the girl was not under 16 years of age, Magistrate must examine 
and decide the question whether the accused could be charged with an offence 
under S. 3GG, Penal Code.) 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 83S (839) : 30 Cri L Jour 957, Mangal Sen v. Emperor. 

3a. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 2G0 (2G1) : ILR (1937) Bom 369 : 38 Cr. L. J. 850, Emperor 

v. Yeshwant Vitim. 

4. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 94 (95, 96) : 29 Mad 569 : 1 M L T 409, Manavala Chetty 
v. Emperor. (Accused charged and tried under four offences — Magistrate striking 
out one charge.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1065 (1066) : 26 Cri L Jour 161S, Erishnamurthi Aiyar v. 
Narayanasiuami Aiyar. (Chargeunder Ss. 352 and 504, Penal Code — Discovery at 
the time of judgment that the offences could not be tried together — Striking out 
charge and framing new charge under S. 504, Penal Code.) 

[But see (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 1 (2) : 30 Sind L R 391 : 38 Cr. L. J. 324, Emperor 
v. Md. Ismail. (Section is not limited in its operation to mere irregularities — 
29 Mad 569, Dissented from.)] 

5. (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 401 (401) : 49 Cal 555 : 24 Cr. L. J. 86, Ghetto v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 £ah 193 (194) : 27 Cri L Jour 793, Fitzmaurice v. Emperor. 

See also S. 234 Note 7. 

6. (’90) 12 All 551 (552): 1890 All W N178 ,Dwarha Lai v. Mahadco Rai. (Word 
‘alter’ includes withdrawal of charge added by Sessions Judge.) 

(’82) 11 Cal 85 (90), Queen-Empress v. Jacguiet. 
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The alteration or addition of a charge must he for an offence made 
out by the evidence recorded in the course of the trial before the 
Court. 7 In Birendra Lai Bhaduri v. Emperor 8 it was observed : 

The Sessions Court is not a Court of original jurisdiction and, though 
vested with large powers of amending and adding to charges, can only do so with 
reference to the immediate subject of the prosecution and committal and not with 
regard to a matter not covered by the indictment.” 

See also the undermentioned cases. 9 

Where an offence cannot be taken cognizance of without a com- 
plaint as required by Ss. 193 and 190 of the Code, the Court cannot 
under S. 238 convict a person for such offence where there is no such 
complaint. It follows that in the absence of a complaint a charge cannot 
be altered into a charge for an offence which requires such complaint. 10 

It will not be a sound exercise of discretion under this section to 
add a serious charge after the defence evidence is heard and proceed 
with the case without allowing further time to the accused. 11 Again, 
where the charge is of a compoundable offence and the parties file a 
compromise, the Court should stay further proceedings and not frame 
charges subsequent to the application for leave to compromise. 12 

8. Record of reasons. — Where a Sessions Judge altered a 
charge under S. 395, Penal Code, to one of robbery, without assigning 

(’39) AIR 1939 Tat 35 (36) : 39 Gr. L. J. 997 : 18 Pat 62, Emperor v. Sadashibo 
Majhi. (Charge not to be withdrawn prematurely before there is time to consider 
if the evidence is sufficient.) 

[See also (’90) 1890 All W X 178 (178), Bam Dai v. Parbati. (The word 'alter’ 
includes a power to withdraw a charge.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 275 (284) : 8 Pat 289 : 30 Cr. L. J. 675, Kunja Subhudhi v. 
Emperor. (Once a charge has been framed it should not be dropped until the 
conclusion of the trial unless on the face of it, it is wholly inappropriate or the 
trial is open to attack on the ground of misjoinder or multifariousness of charges.)] 
See also Note 2. 

7. (’29) AIR 1929 Sind 250 (251, 252): 30 Cr.L. J. 1121, Wahid Bax v. Emperor. 
(Fact that prosecutor might have examined witness is no ground to add charge of 
conspiracy to a charge under S. 314, Penal Code.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 579 (580) : 26 Cri L Jour 302, Biroo Sardar v. Ariff. (Sum- 
mons to accused under one section — Evidence disclosing another offence — Amend- 
ment of charge.) 

[Sea (’81) 3 Mad 351 (352, 353) : 2 Weir 269, Bama Varma Raja v. Queen.'] 

8. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 794 (797) : 32 Cal 22 : 8 C IV N 784. 

See also Note 7a. 

9. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 131 (132) : 21 Cri L Jour 57, Muthu Goundan v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 131 (133) : 4 I. C. 993 (Lab), Shah Din v. Emperor. (Persons 

committed for murder of A — Sessions Judge acquitting them cannot add and 
convict on a charge of causing grievous hurt to B.) 

(’69) 5 Mad H C R App xiii (xiv). 

10. (’02) 29 Cal 415 (416) : 6 C W N 677, Clicmon Garo v. Emperor. (Original 
charge of rape — A charge of adultery was added — Held addition was illegal.) 

[Sec also (’25) AIR 1925 Lah 631 (632) : 6 Lah 375 : 27 Cri L Jour 769, ML 

Naurati v. Emperor. (Condition of S. 198 satisfied— Charge can be added.)] 

See also S. 226 Note. 2. 

11. (’02) 6 Cal W N t2 (78), King-Emperor v. Mathura Thakur. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 164 (167) : 31 Bom 218, Emperor v. Isap Mahmad. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 226 (231) : 33 Bom 221 : 2 Ind Cas 277, In re Bal Gangadliar 
Tilak. (Addition of a charge of previous conviction after the close of the case is 
not contemplated by the Code.) 

[ See also (’71) 3 N W P H C R 271 (272), Queen v. Ghotey Lai.] 

12. (’14) AIR 1914 Lah 561 (563) : 16 Cri L Jour 81 (82) : 1914 Pun Re No. 29 
Cr (FB), Hasta v. Emperor. 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 548 (550), Mahomed Ismail v. Eaizuddi. 
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Section 227 
Notes 5-7a 


any reason, if was held by the High Court of Calcutta! that this should 
not have been done. 1 

6. Time for alteration of or addition to charge, — A charge 
can be amended or altered or added to at any time — 

(1) before judgment is pronounced, and 

(2) in trials before the Court of Session or High Court before the 
verdict of the jury is returned, or the opinion of the assessors 
is expressed. 1 

The words “return of the verdict” in the section mean the return 
of the final verdict which the Judge is finally bound to record. 2 The 
Judge has a discretion under S.303 to question the jury .as to the 
grounds of their verdict and no verdict can he said to he returned and 
finally recorded until the last of the questions has been answered.' 5 
See also S. 304 Note 3. 

7. Amendment of charge after remand. — It was held in the 
undermentioned cases 1 that the Court could, after remand by the 
superior Court, amend the charge, and that the remand order could 
not he intended to fetter this power. 

7a. Amendment by Court of Session. — A Sessions Court is 
not a Court of original jurisdiction, and though it is vested with largo 
powers for amending and adding to charges, it can only do so with 
reference to the immediate subject of the prosecution and committal 
and not with regard to a matter not covered by tho indictment. 1 See 

Note 5 

1. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 127 (12S) : 13 Ind Cas 783 (Cal), Paimullah v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 161 (163) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1602, Bishambhar Nath v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 247 (248) : 39 Cr. L. J. 819, Gajju v. Emperor. (Magistrate 

to whom case is transferred can add to charge.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 1(2): 30 S L R 391 : 38 Cr.L.J. 324, Emperor v. Md. Ismail. 
(Section not confined in its operation to any particular stage of the case before 
the pronouncement of judgment by Court or return of verdict by jury.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 439 (440) : 32 Cr. L. J. 756, Subramania Aiyar v. Emperor. 
(’88) 18S8 All W N 116 (117), Empress v. Karim Baksh. 

(1862) 1 MHCR81 (36) : 1 Weir 471, Queen v. Williams. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Dhurmonarain. 

(’68) 5 Bom H C R Cr 9 (10), Beg. v. Shek Ali. (No power to niter after verdict.) 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 52 (53) : 17 Cri L Jour 454 (455) : 1916 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, 
Earbans v. Emperor. (No power after assessors’ express opinion.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 40 (40, 41), Queen v. Dijcc Bhola. (Do.) 

[See however (’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 94 (95, 96) : 29 Mad 569 : 1 MLT 409, Manavala 
Chatty v. Emperor. (Accused charged with four offences — After close of case 
and before judgment Magistrate striking out charge relating to one offence — Held 
Magistrate could not at that stage strike out the charge in respect of one offence 
in order to cure an illegality which had already been committed.)] 

2. (’S4) 8 Bom 200 (211), Queen-Empress v. Appa Subliana, 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 1 (2), Queen v. Sustiram Mandal. 

3. See cases cited in foot-note (2). 

Note 7 . 

1. (’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 794 (796) : 32 Cal 22 : 8 C W N 784, Bircndra Lai v. Emperor. 
(’99) 26 Cal 560 (563), Queen-Empress v. Mali Lai Lahiri. 

Note 7a 

1. (’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 794 (797) : 32 Cal 22 : 8 C W N 7S4, Bircndra Lai v. Emperor. 
See also Note 4. 
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also the undermentioned case. 2 See also Notes to S. 22G. 

8. Application for alteration of charges. — An application 
for the alteration of or addition to the charge should he made as early 
as possible 1 and, in jury cases, before the jury is chosen. 2 Orders on such 
applications should he passed at the same time and not be postponed." 
The Court may refuse to entertain an application for amendment of a 
charge if made at a very late stage of the case. 4 It may also be noted 
that in determining whether any error or omission in a charge has 
occasioned a failure of justice within the meaning of s. 537, the Court 
should have regard to the fact whether the objection could or should, 
have been taken at an earlier stage in the proceedings. 

9. Amendment — How made. — Amendments in a charge ought 
to be made .formally, and should appear on the face of the record. 1 
When a Magistrate amends a charge, he should not write over the 
original charge but should leave it on the file for reference if necessary 
and should write the new charge separately and correctly date it. 2 

10. Examination of accused after amendment. — It is not 
incumbent on the Court to re-examine the accused after the alteration 
of the charge under this section since the trial does not commence de 
novo so that if the accused has already been called on to enter on his 
defence there is no further obligation to examine him, 1 although some 
of the witnesses have been recalled under s. 231 subsequent to the 
alteration of the charge. 2 

11. Sub-section (2). — For similar provisions requiring the 
charge to be read and explained, see Ss. 210, 255 and 271. 

This section deals with the alteration and addition of charges. 
The alterations must be read and explained to the accused who must 
know what he is charged with and what offence he has to answer. If 
the alteration is not read and explained to the accused and he is pre- 
judiced in his defence, the conviction is illegal. 1 But where the accused 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 253 (254): 5Pat238 : 27 Cr. L. J. 512, Eamsundor Isscr v. 
Emperor. (It is not a proper exorcise of discretion to withdraw the charge which 
the committing Magistrate thought to he proved and put the accused under 
disadvantage by .substituting another (triable with aid of assessors) so that he 
might be deprived of the right of trial by jury.) 

Note 8 

1. (’33)'AIR 1933 Cal 598 (598): 34 Cr.L.J. 83C, Davis E owlet £ Co. v. Emperor. 
(Application to amend in writingallowed at early stage — No prejudice to the accused.) ■ 

2. (1862) 1 Weir 471 (475) : 1 M H C R 31, Queen v. Williams. 

3. (’92) 16 Bom 414 (426), Empress v. Vajiram. 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 475 (476) : 30 Cr.L.J. 191, Emperor v. Mailianlal Adilram. 

Note 9 

1. (’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 14 (15), Queen v. Feojdar Boy. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 LowBurl02(103) : 16 Cr.L.J. 2 (3), NgaPan Elaing v. Emperor. 

Note 10 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 609 (615) : 46 Mad 449 : 24 Cri L Jour 547 (FB), Tarisai 
Boiotlier v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 393 (394) : 1 Pat 54 : 23 Cr. L. J. 146, Sliamlal v. Emperor. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 393 (394) : 1 Pat 54 : 23 Cr. L. J. 146, Sliamlal v. Emperor. 

Note 11 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 All 227 (227) : 27 Cr.L.J. 152, Baglmnatli Kandu v. Emperor. 
(A Court cannot convict an accused person of an offence of which he has not been- 
to Id anything.) 
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COURT MAY ALTER CHARGE 


Section 227 
®fotes 11— 1^6 


was defended by a counsel who was asked whether he wanted a new 
trial and the latter did not want it, it was held that the accused was 
not prejudiced by the omission of the judge to read and explain the 
alteration in the charge . 2 Since the object of the provision is that the 
accused should have notice of any charge that he has to meet, he 
should not be called upon to meet additional charges without notice 
nor should ho be convicted under charges different from those which 
he was called upon to meet . 3 

42. Appeal. — As to whether it is open to the Government to 
prefer an appeal against an order of the Sessions Judge refusing to 
amend or add new charges, see S. 417 Note 7. 

43. Revision. — As has been seen already, the section confers a 
discretion on the Court to allow amendment of a charge. A Court of 
appeal or revision would always be slow to interfere with the exercise 
of such discretion unless it has been exercised perversely or arbitrarily. 
Thus, where the trial Court refused to alter the charge on the ground 
that the re-casting of charges would embarrass the jury and possibly 
prejudice the accused in his trial, it was held that it could not be said 
that such reason was capricious or involved any disregard of legal 
principles and that therefore the High Court would refuse to interfere 
with such discretion in appeal or revision . 1 Where an alteration in 
the charges occasions a failure of justice, the Court of revision may 
interfere . 2 

14. Accused, when can be convicted without charge. — Sec S. 237. 


•(’75) 23 Sulli W R Cr 59 (59), Queen v. Salamut Ali. 

2. (’84) 8 Bom 200 (212), Queen-Empress v. Appa Subhana. 

-3. (’82) 8 Cal 195 (197), Empress v. Itadoinath Shaha. (Case under Excise Act, 
(Bengal Act VII of 1878).) 

(’01) 3-Bom L R 675 (G7G), King-Emperor v. Luis Mingcl Fonccca. 

(1900) 27 Cal GG0 (6G1, GG2), Jatu Singh v. Mahabir Singh. (Person charged of 
theft cannot be convicted in appeal under S. 147, 1. P. C., without a charge.) 

•(’14) AIR 1914 Cal GG3 (GG3) : 41 Cal 743 : 15 Cr. L. J. 190, Mahomed Hosscin 
v. Emperor. (Notice must be given of the amendment of charge ns to the inten- 
tion with which the offence of house-breaking was committed.) 

-(1900) 27 Cal 990 (991) : 5 C W N 31, Baliimuddi v. Asgar Ali. (Conviction can- 
not be confirmed on a different common object of unlawful assembly while the 
object originally charged has failed.) 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Rang 25G (256) : 30 Cr. L. J. 990 : 7 Rang 31G, Emperor v. Nga 
Po Sailc. (Conviction under S. 30 (a) of Burma Excise Act cannot be altered to 
one under S. 37 if accused is not called to answer.) 

•(’23) 24 Cr.L. J. 119 (119, 120) : 71 1. C. 247 (Cal), Hajari v. Emperor. (There cannot 
be a conviction under S. 456, I. P. C., where the charge was only under S. 457.) 

‘(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 496 (497) : 22 Cr. L. J. 485, Mayadhar Mahanty v. Danardan 
Kund. (Conviction of theft cannot be changed by appellate Court into one of 
assault, on theft not being proved.) 

[Sec (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 215 (216) : 33 Cr. L. J. 864 : 11 Pat 523, Ghyasuddin 
Ahmad v. Emperor. (The Court should see if the accused has notice.) 

(1900) 3 Oudh Cas 314 (315, 316), Ginvar v. Empress. (Person charged and 
convicted of a non-compoundable offence cannot in appeal be convicted of acorn- 
poundable offence without giving him an opportunity to compound the offence.)] 

Note 13 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 28(30,35): 21 SLR 55: 27 Cr.L.J. 1217, Emperor v. Stewart. 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Mnd 439 (440) : 32 Cr.L.J. 756, Subramania Ayyar v. Emperor. 
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22 8 .* If the charge framed or alteration or 
When trial may pro- addition made under section 226 or 
•ceed immediately after section 227 is such that proceeding 
alteration. immediately with the trial is not 

likely, in the opinion of the Court, to prejudice the 
accused in his defence or the prosecutor in the conduct 
of the case, the Court may, in its discretion, after 
.such charge or alteration or addition has been framed 
•or made, proceed with the trial as if the new or 
altered charge had been the original charge. 

i. Scope of the section. — Sections 228 to 231 provide that the 
accused or the prosecution shall not be embarrassed or prejudiced by 
the alteration o£ the charge under the previous section . 1 This section 
provides that if the amendment of the charge is of such a nature 
that proceeding immediately with the case is not likely to prejudice 
the prosecution or the defence, the trial may be proceeded with 
immediately. For instance, where the amended charge is closely related 
to the original charge, there is no objection to proceeding with the trial 
immediately . 3 In such a case, the section provides that the trial may 
be proceeded with “as if the new or altered charge had been the original 
•charge.” Hence, where originally different charges were laid against 
the two accused in a case and subsequently the charges were amended 
so that the two accused were charged with the same offence, it was 
held that the two accused could he said to be tried for the same offence 
within s. 30 of the Evidence Act and that, under that section, the 
•confession of one of the co-accused could he taken into consideration 
against the other . 3 

229 . 1 ' If the new or altered or added charge 

When new trial * s suc ^ ^kat ijroeeeding immediately 
may _ be directed, with the trial is likely, in the opinion 
•or trial suspended. 0 £ Q 0lir t : to prejudice the accused 

•or the prosecutor as aforesaid, the Court may either 


* Code of 1882 : S. 228 — The words ‘or addition’ were inserted after the 
word ‘alteration’ in 1898. Otherwise the section was the same. 

Code of 1872 : S. 447 and Codef* 1861 : S. 245 — Materially the same. 

| Code of 1882 : S. 229. 

The words “or added” were inserted after the word “altered” in 1898. 
•Otherwise the section was the same. 

1872 : S. 448 ; 1861 : S. 246. 

Section 228 — Note 1 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 1 (2) : 30 Sind L R 391 : 38 Cri L Jour 324, Emperor v. 
Muhammad Ismail. 

.2. (’74) 11 Bom H C R 278 (279, 280), Reg. v. Gobiiul Babli Raul. (Joint trial— 
A for murder, B for abetment of murder — Confession by A used against him — 
Charge against A altered to abetment of murder — A’s confession used against 
both — Conviction — No illegality.) 

3. (’74) 11 Bom H C R 278 (279, 280), Reg. v. Govind Babli Raul. 


Section 228 


Section 229 


2Cr.84. 
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Section 229 
Note 4 


Section 230 


direct a new trial or adjourn the trial for such period 
as may he necessary. 

4. Scope of the section. — The previous section provides for 
the procedure to he followed when the amendment of a charge is of 
such a nature that proceeding with the trial immediately will not 
prejudice the accused or the prosecution. This section provides for the 
procedure to he followed in cases in which the amendment of the 
charge is of such a nature that proceeding immediately with the trial 
of the case will prejudice the prosecution or the accused. It provides 
that in such a case the trial should he adjourned or a retrial should 
he held . 1 Such re-trial can he directed hy the trying Court itself and 
there is no need to refer the case to the High Court for this purpose." 
Where it is doubtful whether proceeding immediately with the trial 
will prejudice the accused, the Court must lean in favour of holding 
that such procedure will prejudice the accused . 3 Where the accused 
has not been given a proper opportunity of defending himself against 
the altered charge, the proceedings can be set aside and a retrial 
ordered . 4 


230 .* If the offence stated in the new or 
Stay of proceedings if altered or added charge is one for 

altered 11 charge 3 ^require the P^OSeCUtion of Which previous 
previous sanction. sanction is necessary, the case shall 

not he proceeded with until such sanction is obtained, 
unless sanction has been already obtained for a prose- 
cution on the same facts as those on which the new 
or altered charge is founded. 

4. Scope of the section. — There arc some cases in which, before 
an offence can he taken cognizance of by a Court, it is necessary to 
obtain the sanction of the Provincial Government or of some other 

* Code of 1882 : S. 230 — The words “or added” were inserted after the 
word “altered” in 1S9S. Otherwise the section was the same. 

1872 :S. 450; 1861 — Nil. 


Section 229 — Note 1 

1. (1SG5) 3 Suth W R Cr 40 (41), Queen v. Mahomed Elim. (Charge of culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder — Proof of offence of murder — Retrial ordered 
after amending the charge.) 

(’02) G Cal W N 72 (7S), Emperor v. Mathura Thai cur. (Grave charge of dacoity 
added at a late stage of the trial after conclusion of the case for defence and trial 
continued without adjournment.) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 1 (2) : .30 S. L. R. 391 : 38 Cr. L. J. 324, Emperor v. 
Muhammad Ismail. (Where evidence relating to six charges has gone on the record 
while there should bo evidence only as to three, the Magistrate will be exercising 
a wise and just discretion in directing a new trial under S. 229.) 

[Sec also (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 258 (2G1) : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 5SS : 39 Cr.L. J.59G, 
Akhil Bandhu Bay v. Emperor .] 

3. (’G9) 6 Bom H C R Cr Cas 7G (81), Beg. v. GovindasIIaridas. (Case bearing on* 
S. 1 of Criminal Law Amendment Act, 18 of 1862.) 

4. (’99) 1S99 All W N 39 (40), Quecn-Emprcssv. Puran. (Alternative charge under 
second part of S. 193, Penal Code.) 
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authority. (Sec for instance, Ss. 196, 19GA and 197.) Hence, -where a 
charge is amended or a new charge is framed and the new or altered 
charge relates to an offence, for the prosecution of which previous 
sanction is necessary, the trial cannot he proceeded with till such 
sanction is obtained. 1 But if sanction has already been obtained for a 
prosecution on the same facts as those on which the new or altered 
charge is founded, fresh sanction is not necessary. 3 H, however, the 
facts on which the new or altered charge is founded are not the same 
as those on which the sanction was based, a fresh sanction is necessary. 3 


23 1 .* Whenever a charge is altered or added 
Recall of witnesses to by the Court after the commence- 
when charge altered, ment of the trial, the prosecutor and 
the accused shall he allowed to re-call or re-summon, 
and examine with reference to such alteration or 
addition, any witness who may have been examined, 
and also to call any further witness whom the Court 
may think to he material. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section provides that when a 
charge is altered or added to after the commencement of a trial, the 
prosecution and the accused should be allowed to re-call and examine, 
with reference to such alteration or addition, any witness who may 
have been already examined and also to call any further witness whom 

* 1882 :S. 231; 1872 : S. 449; 1861 : S. 247. 


Section 230 — Note 1 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 260 (2G1) : 3 Lali 440 : 23 Cr. L. J. 709, Arjan Mai v. 
Emperor. (Original charge under S. 189, Penal Code — Altered charge under S. 176 
read with S. 109, Penal Code • — Case under S. 195, Cr. P. C., before amendment 
of 1923.) 

2. (’03) 30 Cal 905 (908) : 7 C W H 494, Profulla Chandra Sen v. Emperor. 
(Sanction to prosecute for a substantive offence under S.4G8, Penal Code — No fresh 
sanction necessary to prosecute on charge of abetting the offence, as the latter 
charge was founded on the same facts as those, on which the original sanction, 
was given.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 3G7 (369, 370) : 1919 Pun Re No. 31 Cr : 21 Cr. L. J. 230, 
Amar Singh v. Emperor. (Explosive Substances Act (1908), S. 7 — Proper course 
to adopt under S. 7 is to state briefly facts constituting oflence and to give consent 
to trial upon those facts as constituting offence under one or other of sections — 
Court may alter charge but fresh consent is not necessary — S. 230, Cr. P. C., 
mates full provision for suoh contingency.) 

(’79) 4 Cal 712 (713), Empress v. Nipcha. (Ss. 211, 192, Penal Code — Casebefore 
the amendment of 1923.) 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Rang 169 (171) : 4 Rang 131:27 Cr. L. J. 1075, U Nyan Nein Da 
v. Emperor. (Sanction to prosecute for conspiracy to wage war against King 
(S. 121A, Penal Code) — Order of sanction not referring to facts on which it is 
based but merely stating that the accused at diverse times had conspired to wage 
war against the King ' — Conversion of charge into one of sedition — Fresh 
sanction necessary.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 377 (379) : 24 Cr. L. J. 47S, Rahim v. Emperor. (Bengal 
Municipal Act 1884, Byelaw No. SO — Where sanction was given to prosecute for 
the offence of “singing with a high sounding instrument” a conviction for the 
offence of “playing on a drum" was held illegal.) 


Section 230 
Hotel 


Section 231 
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Section 231 the Court may think material . 1 The section is mandatory and the 

Note 4 Court is bound to allow the prosecution and the accused to re-call and 

examine any witness who may have been already examined . 2 The 
prosecution and the accused are .entitled to re-call and examine any 
witness who may have been examined; the right is not confined to the 
witnesses on whose evidence the alteration in or addition to the charge 
may he based . 3 The right of the prosecution and the accused in this 
respect is an absolute one and does not depend on the question whether 
the examination of the witnesses is necessary to avoid prejudice in the 
conduct of the case . 4 But the Court is not hound to ash the accused 
or the prosecution if it is desired to re-call and examine any witness. 
If no application is made for the re-calling of any witnesses and 
their examination, it cannot he subsequently complained that the 
examination contemplated by the section was not allowed . 5 

A request to summon a fresh witness under this section can only 
be refused on the ground that the evidence of the witness is not 
thought by the Court to be material . 0 

The section applies to all cases where a charge is altered or added 
to after the commencement of a trial. Thus, even where a charge is 
amended under the directions of the High Court, the Court is hound 
to allow the examination mentioned in the section . 7 But where in the 
course of a trial the Magistrate alters the charge and decides to commit 
the ease to the sessions under section 317, the proceedings before the 
Magistrate should be only treated as commitment proceedings and not 
as a trial and the provisions of this section do not apply to them. s 


Section 231 — Note 1 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355(359):1940 P W N 83(90):19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lab 52 (53) : 17 Cr. L. J. 454 (455) : 1916 Pun Re No. 33 Or, 

Harbansv. Emperor. (Original charge under S.4G0, Penal Code — Altered charge 
under Ss. 460, 302, Penal Code.) 

(’30) 31 Cr. L. .T. 455 (45G, 457) : 122 Ind Cas 785 (Mad), Bamalinga Udayar v. 
Bamaswami Mitdahar. (Accused is entitled to have liis new witnesses examined, 
unless for reasons mentioned in S. 257, the Magistrate thinks that application 
for the examination of such witnesses is made for the purpose of vexation or 
delay or for defeating the ends of justice in which case it is essential that he 
must record the grounds.) 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 486 (487) : 33 Cr. L. J. 265, Nagcndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 398 (400) : 6 Pat 832 : 28 Cr. L. J. 769, Chhanlca v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 All 665 (665, 666) : 25 Cr.L.J. 79S, Mohan Lai v. Emperor. (Original 

charge under S. 324, Penal Code — Charge altered under S. 307, Penal Code.) 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah GO (61) : 26 Cr. L. <T. 1497, Hazara Singh v. Emperor. 
(All that the Court can do is to restrict the examination of the witnesses to the 
alteration or amendment in the charge.) 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 200(201):52 Mad 346:30 Cr.L.J. 223, Bamalingav. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 486 (486, 487): 33 Cr. L. J. 265, Nagcndra Nathv. Emperor. 

(S. 231 is mandatory and as Magistrate had acted in violation of S. 231 the trial 
was illegal irrespective of the question whether the accused was prejudiced or not.) 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355 (359) : 1940 P W N 83 (90) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. 
Emperor. (In such a case no prejudice is caused to the accused.) 

(’30) AIR. 1930 All 215 (216) : 52 All 455 : 32 Cr. L. J. 22, Konmal v. Emperor. 
(Compare S. 256, Cr. P. C.) 

6. (’40) AIR1940Pat 355(359):1940 P W N 83(90): 19 Pat 413, Mnsahruv. Emperor. 

7. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 605 (606) : 25 Cr. L. J. 524, Kashi Pramanick v. Damn- 
Pramanick, (Ss. 143, 379, Penal Code.) 

8. (’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435) : 53 All 692 : 32 Cr. L. J. S49, Bam Ghulam v. 
Emperor. (Offence under S. 363, Penal Code.) 
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2, 3 2,.* ( 1 ) K any Appellate Court, or tlio High Section 232 
Effect of material ' Court in the exercise of its powers of 
crror * revision or of its powers under 

Chapter XXVII, is of opinion that any person con- 
victed of an offence was misled in his defence by the 
absence of a charge or by an error in the charge, it 
shall direct a new trial to be had upon a charge 
framed in whatever manner it thinks fit. 

( 2)11 the Court is of opinion that the facts of 
the case are such that no valid charge could be 
preferred against the accused in respect of the facts 
proved, it shall quash the conviction. 

Illustration 

A is convicted of an offence, under S. 19G of the Indian Penal Code, upon a 
charge which omits to state that he knew the evidence, which he corruptly used or 
attempted to use as true or genuine, was false or fabricated. If the Court thinks it 
probable that A had such'knowlcdge, and that he was misled in his defence by the 
omission from the charge of the statement that he had it, it shall direct a now 
trial upon an amended charge; but, if it appears probable from the proceedings 
that A had no such knowledge, it shall quash the conviction. 

1. Scope of the section, — This section provides for tho 
procedure to he followed in cases where a person is convicted of an 
offence, and the Appellate Court or the High Court is of the opinion 
that he has been misled in his defence by the absence of a charge or 
by an error in the charge. The section provides that in such cases a 
re-trial may he ordered on an amended charge. 1 Thus, where an 
accused is charged with one offence and convicted of a different offence 
without a charge being framed in respect of it, a re-trial can he ordered 
if it is found that he has been misled in his defence by the absence of 
a charge. 2 Similarly, where a charge is framed in tho alternative form 

* Code of 1882 : S. 232 — Same. 

Code of 1872 : S. 451 — Materially the same. 

Code of 1861 — Nil. 

Section 232 — Note 1 

1. (’1G) AIR 191G Lali 52 (53) : 17 Cri L Jour 451 (455) : 1910 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, 

Harbans v. Emperor. (In this case, however, High Court upheld conviction of 
the original charge under S. 4G0, Penal Code.) 

(’02) 7 Cal WN 301(303, 304), Sara£C/jn»r7raS7ja7tv..E;upcror. (Error in the charge.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 135 (13G, 137) : 23 Cri L Jour 5, Girdhara Singh v. Emperor. 

(Charge scored out by the trial Court — Conviction on such charge — Illegality.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 481 (482) : G C W N 599, Hossain Sardar v. Kalu Sardar. (Offences 
under Ss. 379, 143, Penal Code — Charge framed under S. 379 only — Conviction 
of offence under S. 143 only without any charge thereunder — Illegality.) 

[See (’16) AIR 191G Mad 1222 (1222) : 16 Cri L Jour 737 (738), In re Mulcha 
Muthirian. (A charge under S. 143, Penal Code, cannot be added by the Appel- 
late Court to charges under Ss. 420, 451, Penal Code.)] 

[See also (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 1 (4) : 23 Cr. L. J. G25 : 2 Pat 134 (SB), Emperor 
v. Abdul Hamid. (Common object of unlawful 'assembly.)] 

2. (’40) 44 C WN 400 (401), Surajmull v. Slico Pujan. (Charge under Ss. 427 and 
417, Penal Code — Conviction under S.323 without charge being framed — Accused 
is not entitled to acquittal on appeal merely on the ground that no charge had 
been framed — Appellate Court should order new trial on charge properly framed.) 
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Section 232 in a case in which the Code does not authorize the charge to he framed 
Note 1 in such a form and the accused is thereby misled into pleading guilty 
to one of the offences instead of pleading not guilty to both the 
charges, a re-trial may he ordered. 3 So also, section 221, sub-section (7) 
requires that where a previous conviction of the accused is intended to 
he used for the purpose of enhancing the sentence, the charge should 
specifically allege the previous conviction. If the charge omits to 
do so and, notwithstanding the omission, the accused, on conviction, 
is awarded higher punishment, the sentence is liable to he reduced on 
appeal. 4 

But where the accused has not been misled in his defence by the 
absence of the charge or the error in the charge, this section does not 
apply and the defect in the proceedings does not afford sufficient ground 
for ordering a re-trial. 5 The fact that the accused was defended by a 

(1900) 5 Cal W N 567 (568), In the matter of Chinibas Pal. (Absence of charge.) 
(’01) 28 Cal 63 (64, 65) : 5 C W N 819, Gobinda Pcrshad Pandey v. G. L. Garth. 
(’02) 30 Cal 288 (290), Yakub Ali v. Ldhu Thakur. (Conviction of rioting — Acquittal 
on appeal but conviction of house trespass and hurt without any charge — Illegal.) 
(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), Queen v. Salamut Ali. (Accused charged with 
dacoity and riot and acquitted cannot be convicted of house trespass without read- 
ing out or explaining the charge thereunder.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 296 (297), Ramcshwar v. Jogi Sahoo. (Conviction of an offence 
which did not form the subject-matter of the complaint is illegal.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 181 (182) : 16 Cr.L. J. 42 (43 ),Harnarain Sardarx. Emperor. 
(Appellate Court setting aside conviction under S. 147, Penal Code, cannot convict 
under S. 353, Penal Code, without any charge — Re-trial ordered.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 593 (594) : 40 Cal 168 : 16 I. C. 161, Sita Ahir v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 212 (213) : 19 I. C. 308 (Cal), Sital Ghandr a Maitr ax. Emperor. 
(Two persons charged with causing hurt to three — One charge — No case of hurt by 
one of the accused — Prejudice toaccused — Retrial by another Magistrate ordered.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 584 (584, 585) : 25 Cri L Jour 396, In re Kottoora Tlicvan. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 219 (219) : 15 Cri L Jour 704 (705), Genu Manjhix. Emperor. 
(Charge and conviction of oSence under S. 147, Penal Code— Conviction set aside on 
appeal but conviction of offence under S. 323, Penal Code, without charge — Illegal.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 663 (663) : 41 Cal 743 : 15 Cri L Jour 190, Mahomed Eossein 
x. Emperor. (Charge of house-breaking with intent to commit theft — Proof of 
different object — Accused must be given notice of this object.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 406 (406) : 1 Ind Cas 867 (Mad), In re Subramania Ayyar. 
(Accused convicted of criminal breach of trust cannot be convicted of cheating 
also without auy charge in respect of it.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 75 (75, 76) : 27 Cri L Jour 1351, Aclihut Rai x. Emperor. 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 372 (374) : 12 C W N 577, Bipra Das Giri v. Niraiamoni Bciva. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 32 (32) : 4 Rang 355 : 27 Cri L Jour 1360, Nga Slave Zon 
v. Emperor. (Conviction of offence under S. 19(e) of the Arms Act without charge 
substituted for conviction under S. 452, Penal Code, on appeal illegal.) 

(’90) 1890Rat529 (530), Empress x. Nathoo Lalji. (Offence under S. 394, Bombay 
Municipal Act, 1888.) 

(’SS) 1SS8 Rat 386 (386), Queen-Empress x. Samvel. 

3. (’S6) 10 Bom 124 (129, 130), Queen-Empress v. Ramaji. (Accused was 
“entangled in a logical snare” — Per Jackson, J.) 

4. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 233 (234) : 10 Ind Cas 241 (Lah), Dungri x. Emperor. 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 687 (68S) : 17 Cr.L. J. 384(386), In re Mannar Eislman. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 712 (714) : 9 Pat 642 : 30 Cri L Jour 891, Mallu Gope v. 

Emperor. (Accused misled in defence — Retrial should be ordered even where 
conviction is in compliance with law as well as when irregular.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 215 (216) : 11 Pat 523 : 33 Cr.L.J. 864, Ghyasuddinx. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 502 (503) : 49 Bom 84 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1000, Emperor x. Ran - 
clihod Sursang. (Accused charged with substantive offence can be rightly convic- 
ted of that offence read with S. 114, Penal Code, although not charged with it.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lah SG7 (867): 30 Cr. L. J. 702, Mohamad Sadiq x. Delhi Electric 
Supply cC- Traction Co. (Error in charge but no prejudice.) 
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pleader who did not raise any objection to tlie proceedings is a factor 
to be considered while determining the question of prejudice to the 
accused. 0 

Where a re-trial is ordered under this section, it must be from 
the point at which the irregularity occurred and not from the very 
beginning. 7 

The power of ordering a re-trial is not confined to this section. 
Such a power is also conferred by s. 423. This section refers to cases 
in which the accused has been convicted, while under S. 423 a re-trial 
can he ordered even in eases where the accused has been acquitted . s 
Similarly, under S. 423 a re-trial can be ordered on grounds wider 
than those mentioned in this section. Thus, under S. 423 a re-trial can 
be ordered on the ground that the accused had no proper opportunity 
of defending himself 9 (though the charge may be unexceptionable). 

Sub-section (2) provides that the Appellate Court or the High 
Court, as the case may be, shall quash the conviction when it comes 
to the conclusion that, on the facts proved, no criminal charge can be 
laid against the accused. 10 See also the undermentioned case, 11 where 
the Court declined to make an order for re -trial on the ground that 
the punishment already suffered by the accused was sufficient. 

See also sections 225, 423, 535 and 537 and Notes thereunder. 


(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 461 (462) : 59 Cal 113 : 33 Ci\ L. J. 549, Spiers v. Joliiuddin. 
(Motor Vehicles Act, 1914 — Wrong reference to sections but accused not misled 
in defence.) 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Lab 397 (400) : 1917 Pun Re No. 29 Cr : 18 Cr. L. J. 875, Bisaklii 
v. Emperor. (Defect is curable under Ss. 535 and 537, where the accused has not 
been prejudiced or misled.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 225 (227) : 32 Cr. L. J. 753, Sambasiva Mudali v. Emperor. 

(Defects in form of charge are immaterial unless they lead to failure of justice.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Lab 101 (101) : 15 Cri L Jour 524, Lai Khan v. Emperor. (Defect 
in charge not prejudicial.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 410 (413): 58 Cal 1303: 32 Cr.L.J. 844, Bavicndra v. Emperor. 
(’,75) 24 Suth W R Cr 3 (3), Queen v. Digambur Shaha. 

(’82) 8 Cal 450 (454, 455) : 10 C. L. R. 421, Empress v. Srcenath Kur. 

See also S. 535 Note 3. 

6. (’86) 8 All 665 (668) : 1886 AWN 254, Empress v. Eharga. 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 72 (73) : 21 Cr. L. J. 410, Jagdeo Parshad v. Emperor. 

.(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 50 (52):16 Cr.L.J. 573 (574, 575):9SL R 37, Dodo v. Emperor. 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 147 (149) : 25 Cr, L. J. 1152, Gangadhar v. Blianqi Sao. 
S. (’99) 1899 All W N 39 (39, 40), Queen-Empress v. Puran. 

9. (’99) 1899 All W N 39 (39, 40), Queen-Empress v. Puran. 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 420 (421) : 3 1. B. R. 283, Mimo Dha v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 164 (167):31 Bom 218:9 Bom L R 148, Emperor v. I sap Mahamad. 

10. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 127 (128) : 13 Ind Cas 783 (Cal), Paimullah v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 138 (139) : 31 Cr.L.J. 697, Sunnat Mandal v. Makar Sheikh. 

(Very scanty nature of evidence against accused — Retrial not ordered on amended 
charge.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 66 (67) : 9 Ind Cas 361 (Cal), Lai Bchary Singh v. Emperor. 
(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), Queen v. Salamut Ali. 

(’Olj 28 Cal 63 (65), Govinda Persliad v. Garth. 

(’85) 10 Bom 124 (130), Empress v. Bamji Sajoba Bao. 

11. (’02) 29 Cal 481 (482), Hossein Sardar v. Kalu Sardar. 


Section 232 
Note 1 
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Section 233 


Joinder of charges. 


233 .* For every distinct offence of which an} 7- 
Separate charges for person is accused there shall he a 
distinct offences. separate charge, and every such 

charge shall he tried separately, except in the cases 
mentioned in sections 234, 235, 236 and 239. 

Illustration 

A is accused of a theft on one occasion, and of causing grievous hurt on 
another occasion. A must he separately charged and separately tried for the theft 
and causing grievous hurt. 


Synopsis 


1. Joinder of charges and joint 

trials. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. Distinct offences — Illustration. 


4. Separate charges. 

5. Non-compliance with 

tion. 

6. Counter-cases. 


the 


sec- 


Othcr Topics (miscellaneous) 


Applicability to appeals. See Note 2. 
Applicability to summons cases. See 
Note 1. 

Bribery. See Note 3. 

Cases and counter-cases. See Note 6. 
Charges in the alternative. See Note 3. 
See also S. 23G. 

Defects whether cured by S. 537. See 
Note 5. 

General rule — Exceptions to the section. 
See Notes 1 and 2. 

Joint committal not prohibited. See 
Note 1. 

Joint enquiry under S. 107 not prohibi- 
ted. See Note 1. 

Misappropriation of distinct sums of 
money. See Note 3. 

Objection even in appeal. See Note 5. 


Offences against several persons. Sec- 
Note 3. 

Offences not distinct. See Note 3. 

Offences of same kind. See Note 3. 

Offences under different sections. See- 
Note 3. 

Offences under same section on different 
occasions. See Note 3. 

Powers of Appellnte Courts in joint 
trials. See Note 2. 

Receiving of stolen properties of several 
persons. See Note 3. 

Separate trial. See Note 1. 

Several dacoities. See S. 235 Note 2. 

Theft. See Note 3. 

Two false statements in a single deposi- 
tion. See Note 3. 

Using forged documents — Only one user. 
See Note 3. 


1. Joinder of charges and joint trials. — Tlie law on the 

subject of joinder of charges and joint trials is contained in Ss. 233 to 
239. Before the Code of 1S72 there were no provisions corresponding 
to these, and the strict rules of the English Common Law as to the 
joinder of charges and joint trials were being followed. By Ss. 452 to 
45S of the Code of 1S72, which are reproduced with slight modifications 
in the present Code as sections 233 to 239, the Legislature considerably 
widened the powers of the Court as regards joinder of charges and. 
joinder of defendants . 1 


* Code of 1882 : S. 233 — Same as that of 1S98 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 452 — Substantially same. 

Code of 1861 : S. 241. 

241. When it appears to the Magistrate that the facts which can be estab- 
lished in evidence show the commission of two- 
or more offences falling within the same section 
of the Indian Penal Code, the charge shall con- 
tain two or more heads charging such offences respectively. 


Two or more offences punish 
able under the same section. 


Section 233 — Note 1 

1. (’08) S Cr. L. J. 191 (194, 195) ; 1 S L R 73, Emperor v. Glmlam, 
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Section 233 lays down a general rule, viz., that for every distinct 
offence, of which any person is accused, there shall he a separate 
charge, and that every such charge shall bo tried separately. To this 
rule Ss. 234 to 239 are exceptions . 2 The object of making such exceptions 
is to avoid the necessity of the same witnesses giving the same evidence 
two or three times over in different trials, and to join in one trial those 
offences with regard to which the evidence would overlap . 3 The sections 
are, however, so framed as to minimise the danger of prejudice to the 

2. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 337(337) : 5 I.C. 970 (Rom), Emperor v. Kashmath DagajtSali. 
(’84) 7 All 174 (177) : 18S4 A IV N 321 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Jitala Prasad. 
(’86) 9 All 452 (457) : 1887 A W N 111, Queen-Empress v. Abdul Kadir. 

(’98) 1898 All W N 205 (207) : 21 All 127, Qtiecn-Emjyress v. Mathura Prasad. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 285 (2S5) : 32 All 219 : 5 I. C. S9C, Shco Saran Lai v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 116 (117) : IS I. C. 07G (All), S hanker v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 404 (401) : 38 All 457 : IS Cr.L.J. 47, Emperor Bcchan Pande. 
(’21) AIR 1921 All 19 (21, 22) : 22 Cr. L. J. Gil, Sanuman v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 240 (247) : 22 Cr. L. J. G57, I!am Prasad v. Emperor. (Three 
offences within 12 months hot not committed in the same transaction — Joint 
trial of several accused is illegal.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 40S (409) : 22 Cri L Jour 397, Earn Saha . v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 88 (88) : 24 Cr. L. J. 133, Gancsht Lai v. Emperor. (Joint trial 
ol keeper of gaming house and persons found using it is legal.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 12G (12G):45 All 223:21 Cr.L.J, 149, Durga Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’2G) AIR 192G All 2G1 (2G1, 2G2):4S All 236 : 27 Cr.L.J. 143, Fattedar v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 All 417 (417) : 30 Cri L Jour 214, Sewak v. Emperor. 

(’90) 15 Bom 491 (500), Queen-Empress v. Fakirappa. 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. .T. 2S1 (302) : 10 Bom L R 848, Emperor v. Hal Gangadhar Tilak. 
(Doubted whether separate newspaper articles written week after week would 
come under “same transaction.’’) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 29G (29S):53 Bom 479 : 31 Cr.L.J. G5, Emperor v. C.E. Linn. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (277) : 33 Cr. L. J. 619, Krishna ji Annul v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 58 (GO) : 8 C AY N 180, Fran Krishna Sahav. Emperor. (Principle 
of joinder of charges and persons is applicable to inquiries under S. 107, Cr. P. C.) 
(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 323 (32G) : 37 Cal G04 : G I.C. 332, Bam Semak Lai v. Mancshiuar. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 593 (593) : 40 Cal 1G8 : 1G I. C. 161, Stla Ahir v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 428 (429): 40 Cal 318:201.0. 412, NzlyaGopalv.Jiban Krishna. 
(’1G) AH1 191G Cal G93 (705) : 1G Cr. L. J. G41, Bam Subhag Singh v. Emperor. 
(Disregard to provisions of S. 233 cannot be cured by S. 537.) 

(’22) AIR, 1922 Cal 7G (77) : 23 Cr. L. J. G85, Banga Chandra v. Ananda Cliaran. 
(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 34 (3G) : 1905 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Bhagivati Dyal v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lak 34 (35) : 29 Cr. L. J. 521, Muhammad Khan v. Emperor. 
(’73) 7 Mad H C R 375 (375, 37G), In re Noujan. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 11 (13) : 4 N. L. R. 71, Emperor v. Balwant\Singh. 

(’16) Am 191G Mad 571 (572) : 1G Cr.L.J. 298, In re Mala Mckalakati Subbadu. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Nag 73 (75) : 13 N L R 35 : 18 Cr.L.J. 339, Gunwanl v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 4S7 (492) : 20 Cr.L.J. 354, Kumaravmtliu Pillaiv. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad G90 (697, 099) : 49 Mad 74 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1513, In re Malln Dora. 
(’2l) Am 1921 Oudli 49 (51) : 22 Cri L Jour 344, Kallu v. Emperor. 

(’3l) AIR 1931 Oudli 86 (S7) : G Luck 441 : 32 Cri L Jour 540, Dubri Misir v. 
Emperor. (The words "same transaction” aro to be interpreted according to facts 
of each case.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 230 (231) : 21 Cr.L.J. 1G1:5 Pat L J 11, Gobinda v. Emperor. 
(’01-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 361 (361), San Dailc v. Crown. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 10 (13) (FB), Nga Lun Mating v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 537 (538, 539) : (1904) UBE IstQr,, Cr.P.C., 2, Empcrorv. Asgar Ali. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 497 (502) : 4 L. B. R. 294, S. P. Chatter jee v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 L B 2G3 (264) : 7L.B.R. 272 : 1G Cr.L.J. 44, Po Mya v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 255 (256) : 35 Cr.L.J. 25G,Jcthanand Murijinal v. Emperor. 
(It is legal to join charges under Bombay Abkari Act.) 

[See also (’25) Am 1925 Mad 1 (0) : 47 Mad 746 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1297 (FB), In re 
Thccthumalai Gounderl ) 

3. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (195) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Gliulam. 

(’25) Am 1925 Mad 690 (697) : 49 Mad 7-1 : 26 Cr, L. J, 1513, In re Malln Dora. 


Section 233 
Hotel 
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'Section 233 accused by tbe joining together of more than one offence in the same 

{ Npte 1 trial. 81 Of these exceptions, Ss. 23d to 238 apply to cases where one 

person may be dealt with at one trial for more than one offence, while 
S. 239 applies to the trial of more persons than one jointly. 4 

The principles as to joinder of charges and joint trial of accused 
persons embodied in Ss. 233 to 239 are applicable to the trial of even 
summons cases 5 and to inquiries under S. 107.° 

Sections 233 to 239 refer only to the trial of the accused and not 
to a preliminary inquiry before a committing Magistrate and, therefore, 
no objection can be taken to the commitment on account of any 
misjoinder of charges or joint inquiry. 7 See also Note 6. 

The test whether a trial is or is not bad due to misjoinder of 
charges is not the number of offences of which the accused has been 
convicted but number of offences with which he has been charged. It 
is the multiplicity of charges which vitiates the trial and prejudices 
•the accused in his defence. 8 

For a discussion on the question whether the exceptions under 
Ss. 234 to 239 are mutually exclusive, see S. 239 Note 2. 

Where at the time of framing charges in a warrant case the 
Magistrate finds that to frame charges against all the accused will lead 
to a misjoinder of charges, he can in the exercise of his inherent power 
order that there should be a new trial in regard to some of the accused 
•and is not bound to frame charges against them also at that stage. 9 


3a. (’1G) AIR 1916 Mad 550 (552) : 16 Cr. L. J. 323, Virupana Goad v. Emperor. 
4. (’14) AIR 1914 L B 263 (264) : 7 Low Bur Rnl 272 : 16 Or. L. J. 44, Po Mya v. 
Emperor. (Tlie last words of S. 239 do not mean that S. 239 and S. 234 are to 
he read together.) 

•(’21) AIR 1921 All 246 (247) : 22 Cri L Jour 657, Earn Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 11 (13) : 4 N. L. R. 71, Emperor v. Balwant Singh. 

‘5. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 739 (744) : 3 Low Bur Rul 52 (FB), Emperor v. San Dan. 
•(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 603 (606) : 41 Cal 694 : 15 Cri L Jour 73, Biswas v. Emperor. 
(Case under the Bengal Excise Act.) 

•(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 124 (124): 13 Ind Cas 780 (Mad), Emperor v. Arumuliliam Pillai. 
(Case under Act II of 1890.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 497 (500) : 33 Cri L Jour 5S9, Lahshumana Mudaliar v. 
Emperor. (Case under the Companies Act.) 

6. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 58 (60) : 8 C W N 180, Pran Krishna Saha v. Emperor. 

7. (’02) 26 Mad 592 (594) : 2 Weir 262, In the matter of Govindu. (It is open to 
the Sessions Judge to try the accused separately.) 

(1900) 1900 All W N 206 (206), Queen-Empress v. Salamaiullah Khan. (Do.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 432 (433) : 7 Bom L R 457, Emperor v. Sita. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 612 (612) : 17 Cri L Jour 369, In re Krishnamurthy Iyer. 
'(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 190 (191) : 20 Cr.L.J. 514, In re Sessions Judge of Tanjore. 
•(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 237 (237) : 30 Cr. L. J. 404, Manbodh Singh v. Jhaboolal. 

See S. 207 Note 5 and S. 239 Note 1. 

R. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 171 (173):39 Cr.L.J. 890, Emperor v.Balumal Eotchand. 
[See also (’3S) AIR 1938 P C 130 (133, 134) : 39 Cr. L. J. 452 : ILR (1938) 2 Cal 
295 : 65 IA 158 : 32 SLR 476 (PC), Babulal Chaulihani v. Emperor. (Decision 
on S. 239 Cl. (d).)3 

•9. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 258 (261) : I L R (193S) 1 Cal 5SS : 39 Cr. L. J. 596, Alchil 
Bandliu Bay v. Emperor. 

[Sec also ( 36) AIR 1936 Rang 4(4 (475) : 38 Cri L Jour 183, Pfga Po Etwe v. 
Emperor. (If there is any risk of a misjoinder of charges by two accused being 
tried together, then their separate trials should be ordered: but it is wrong to 
acquit an accused against whom a prima facie case has been made out by°the 
prosecution evidence merely because of this technical difficulty.)) 
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2. Scope and object of the section. — The provisions of this 
section are mandatory 1 and must be strictly applied . 2 Separate trial is 
the rule and joint trial the exception . 3 The exceptions provided for 
are only empowering sections and must be strictly construed and 
applied so as not to defeat the right of independent trial conferred by 
this section . 4 

The object of the section (which has been enacted for the benefit 
of the accused ) 43 in requiring that there shall be a separate charge for 
every distinct offence and a separate trial for every charge is twofold : 
firstly, to give the accused notice of the charges which he has to meet 
and secondly, to see that he is not embarrassed by having to meet 
charges in no way connected with one another . 5 Another object is to 
prevent the mind of the Court from being prejudiced against the 
accused, if he were tried in one trial upon different charges resting 
on different evidence . 6 In other words, the object is to prevent the 
inconvenience of hearing together of such a number of instances of 
culpability and the consequent embarrassment both to the Judge and 
to the accused . 7 


Note 2 

1. (’12) 13 On L Jour 593 (593) : 40 Cal 1GS : 16 I. C. 161, Sita Ahir v. Emperor. 
<’25) AIR 1925 Cal 341(345):52 Cal253 :26 Cr.L. J. 487 ,Alimuddi Naskar v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 291 (292) : 21 Cr.L.J. 619, Padmanabha Patnaik v. Emperor. 

(Objection ns to violation of this section can be taken beforeHigh Court in revision.) 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 All 246 (247) : 22 Cr.L.J. 657, Pam Prasad v. Emperor. (Three 
offences within 12 months but not committed in the same transaction — Joint 
trial of several accused is illegal.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 JIad 571 (572) : 16 Cri L Jour 298, In re Mekalakati Subbadu. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 110 (115) : 39 Mad 527 : 16 Cri L Jour 593 (FB), Public 
Prosecutor v. Eadiri Eoya Eaji. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (697) : 49 Mad 74 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1513, In re Mallu Dora. 
(’03) 1903 PunLR No. 149 p. 613 (615): 1903 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, Singhara v. Emperor. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 All 88 (88) : 24 Cri L Jour 155, Gancsh Lai v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 126 (126): 45 All 223: 24 Cr.L.J. 149, Durga Prasadv. Emperor. 

[See also (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 341 (345) : 52 Cal 253 ; 26 Cr. L. J. 487, Alimuddi 
Naskar v. Emperor. ] 

See also S. 235 Note 1. 

fL (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 168 (169, 170) : 3 Pat L Jour 124 : 19 Cr.L.J. 673, Eailash 
Prasad v. Emperor. (Accused should not be tried jointly if the trial is prejudicial 
to their interest.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 230 (231) : 5 Pat L J 11 : 21 Cr.L.J. 161, Gobinda v. Emperor. 
■(’17) AIR 1917 All 404 (404) : 38 All 457 : 18 Cr.L.J. 47, Emperor v. Bcchan Pandc. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 116 (117) : 18 Ind Cas 676 (All), Shankar v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 34 (36) : 1905 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Bhagiuati Dial v. Emperor. 
4a. (’05) 2 GriLJour34 (36): 1905 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Bhagiuati Dial v. Emperor. 

5. (’16) AIR 1916 Cal 693 (697) : 16 Cr. L. J. 641, Bamsubag Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’84) 7 All 174 (177) : 1884 AWN 321 (FB), Queen-Empress v. J uala Prasad. 
(’21) AIR 1921 All 19 (21) : 22 Cri L Jour 641, Sanuman v. Emperor. 

(’90) 15 Bom 491 (497), Queen-Empress v. Fahirappa. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 550 (552) : 16 Cr. L. J. 323, Virupana Goud v. Emperor. 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (143) : 40 Cri L Jour 579, Bam Chandra Bango v. 
Emperor. (Necessity of following procedure relating to joinder of charges is 
dictated by reasons of practical expediency and justice.) 

(’03) 2 Low Bur Rul 10 (12), Nga Dun Maung v. Eing-Emperor. 

(’98) 1898 All W N 205 (207): 21 All 127, Queen-Empress v . Mathura Prasad. 
•(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (697): 49 Mad 74 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1513, In re Mallu Dora. 
[See (’39) ilR 1939 Mad 59 (59) : 40 Cr.L.J. 211, In re Uppara Dodda Narasa. 
(Charges under Ss. 302 and 211 of preferring false complaint of murder ought 
not to be tried together, though joint trial is not illegal as they formed part of 
same transaction — But it is embarrassing to prosecution and to the accused and 
may lead to failure of justice.)] 


Section 233 
Note 2 
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Section 233 
Notes 2-3 


This section applies not only to original trials but also to an 
Appellate Court in altering a finding under S. 423 8 or in the trial of 
two appeals arising out of two separate cases . 0 

3. Distinct offences — Illustration. — The words “distinct * 
offence” in the section mean, as the illustration to the section shows, 
offences which have no connexion with each other . 1 The following are 
illustrations of distinct offences : — 

1. Offences falling under different sections of a penal enactment, 
as for example, under two sections of the Penal Code , 2 or of a special 


8. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 694 (695) : 1905 Pun Re No. 38 Cr, Sahib Singh v. Emperor. 
See also S. 428 Note 31. 

9. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 230 (230, 231) : 29 Cr. L. J. 512, Boat Ali v. Emperor. 

[See also (’77) 1 Bom 610 (614), Beg. v. Hanmanta.] 

Note 3 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129(13S):40 Cr.L.J. 579, Bamchandra Bangov. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33) : 40 Cr. L. J. 290, Emperor v. Afsaruddi Naseraddi. 

(Two murders and one offence of causing grievous hurt committed in same night 
at different times and places cannot be jointly tried — Two separate charges under 
S. 302 and another under S. 325 are necessary.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 693 (705) : 16 Cr. L. J. 641, Bam Suhhag Singh v. Emperor. 
[See (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 686 (687) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1, Haridas Chatter jee v. Man- 
matha Nath Mullick. (Held, offence under S. 283, Penal Code, of creating 
obstruction in river bed and making bank, and that under S. 76-B, Bengal 
Embankment Act, 1882 are not distinct offences.)] 

2. (’40) AIR 1940Peshl0(ll) :41 Cr.L.J. 543, Jhar EhanNur Khanv. Emperor. 
(Offences under Ss. 353 and 225, Penal Code, are separate offences.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (138): 40 Cr. L. J. 579, Bamchandra Bangow Emperor. 
(Offences under Penal Code, Ss. 477A, 193 read with S. 109.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33) : 40 Cr. L. J. 290, Emperor v. Afsaruddi Naseraddi. 
(Ss. 302 and 325.) 

(’02) 29 Cal387(38S):6 C W N550, Mohendrov. Emperor. (Ss. 411 and S. 489 (c).) 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 82 (82) : 9 Ind Cas 455 (Cal), Kanta Neya v. Emperor. (Ss. 147 
and 323.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 593 (593) : 40 Cal 168 : 16 I. C. 161, Sita Ahirv. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 573 (574) : 50 Cal 94 : 24 Cr.L.J. 72, Badha Nathv. Emperor. 
(Ss. 147, 323 and 325.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 185(186):29 Cr.L.J. 34, Bobu Mal\.Ghasi. (Ss. 147 and 429.) 
(’87) 14 Cal 395 (396), Queen-Empress v. Chandi Singh. (Ss. 147 and 447.) 

(’82) 8 Cal 450 (454) : 10 Cal L R 421, In the matter of Srecnath Kur. (Ss. 167 
and 466.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 434 (434) : 34 Cri L Jour 1183, Muthusami Pillai v. Govt. 

Talisxldar of Bamnad. (Ss. 170 and 175.) 

(’85) 10 Bom 124 (129), Queen-Empress v. Eamji Sajabarao. (Ss. 182 and 193.) 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 325 (326) : 37 Cal 604 : 3 Ind Cas 352, Bam Seivak Lai v. 
Manesliwar Singh. (Ss. 182 and 500.) 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 452(453):4 Ind Casl (Cal), Laskariv . Emperor . (Ss. 183 and 323.) 
(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 497 (502, 504) : 4 Low Bur Rul 294 (FB), S. P. Chatter ji v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 193 and 201.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 925 (926), Queen-Empress v. Daulata Dhondi. (Ss. 193 and 211.) 
(’83) 1883 All W N 188 (1SS), Empress v. Harnam. (Ss. 193 and 471.) 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Cal 237 (237) : 19 Cri L Jour 868, Emperor v. Bajendra Boy. 
(Ss. 210 and 403.) 

(’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 3S9(390):3Low Bur Rul 221, Emperor v.PoHla. (Ss. 224and379.) 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 147 (14S) : 1 1. C. 69 (Cal), Tilakdhari Mahton v. Lali Singh. 
(Sections 225 and 379.) 

(’88) 11 Mad 441 (442) : 1 Weir 210, Queen-Empress v. Kutti. (Ss. 225 and 380.) 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 714 (716) : 31 Cal 1007 : 8 C W N 717, Prosunn ) Kumar v. 
Emperor. (Sections 240 and 243.) 

(’82) 5 Mad 20 (21) : 2 Weir 303, Pulisanki Beddi v. Queen. (Ss. 290 and 291.) 
(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 116 (117): 18 1.C. 676 (All), Shankar v. Emperor. (Ss. 302 and 323.) 
(’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 361 (362), San Daik v. Crown. (Sections 302 and 366.) 

(’92) 14 All 502 (503) : 1892 AWN 95, Queen-Empressv. Mulua. (Ss. 302and390.) 
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(’27) AIR 1927 Had 243 (244) : 27 Cr.L.J. 13G8, InrcMvniyan. (Ss. 302 and 392.) 
(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 291 (291) : 3 I. C. 460 (All), Eithuri v. Emperor. (Ss. 307 and 406.) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 954 (954, 955) : 19 Cri L Jour 445, In re Karasimlia Bao. 
(Sections 323, 341 and 385.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 144 (145) : 22 Cri L .Tour 505, Ganda Singh v. Emi ever. 
(Sections 323 and 892.) 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 872 (873) : 1904 Upp Bur Rnl, 2nd Qr., Cr. F. C., 9, Emperor v. 
Nga Tok Gyi. (Do.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 28S (289), Yakub Ali v. Lcthu. (Sections 323 and 44S.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. .T. 212 (213) : 19 I. C. 30S (Cal), Sital Chandra II ait r a v. Emperor. 
(Sections 324 and 352.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 211 (211) : 25 Cr.L. .T. 904, Shaft v. Emperor. (Ss. 325 and 379.) 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 485 (486) : 15Ind Cas 485 (LB), Kga Tha Gy. v. Emperor. (Sec- 
tions 325 and 454.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (490) : 20 Cr. L. .T. 35i, Eumaramvthu Pillai v. Emperor. 
(Sections 330 and 34S.) 

(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 496 (497) (Lull), Abdul Sallarx. Emperor. (Sections 341 nnd 379.) 
(’02) 26 Mad 454 (455, 456) : 2 Weir 296, Clicku tty v. Emperor. (Ss. 352 and 363.) 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 340 (340) : 5 I. C. 974 (Mad), In re Bommareddi Somireddi. 
(Sections 352 and 380.) 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 141 (142) : 10 C IV N 53, Gul Muhammad Sircar v. Chcharu, 
Mandal. (Sections 352 and 384.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1065 (1066) : 26 Cr.L. J. 1618, Krishr.amurthy x.Narayana- 
swamy. (Sections 352 and 504.) 

(1865) 2 Sutli IV R Cr L 6 (7). (Sections 361 and 362.) 

(1865) 2 Sutli W R Cr L 13 (13), In re Ml. Bhnggut Coocr. (Do.) 

(’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 248 (249):107 1.C. 388(Lali), Tele Singh v. Emperor. (Ss. 366 and 376.) 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 4S5 (485, 4S6) : 109 I. C. 213 (Lab), Eaga v. Emperor. (Do). 
(’26) AIR 1926 All 261 (262) : 48 All 236 : 27 Cri L Jour 148, Faujdar Mahto v. 
Emperor. (Sections 366 and 420.) 1 

(’89) 12 Mad 273 (276) : 1 Weir 375, Queen-Empress v. Bamanna. (Ss. 372 and 
373 —Held only an irregularity wbicli did not result in failure of justice.) 

(’94) 9 C P L R Cr 23 (23), Empress v. Amilal Perdhan. (Sections 376 and 377 
— Accused not prejudiced — Joinder of charges held only an irregularity.) 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 17, Cr, p. 44 (46) : 1903 Pun L R No. 149, Singhara v. 
Emperor. (Sections 368 and 419.) 

(’77) 1 Bom 610 (613), Beg. v. Hanmanta. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cri L 17 (17). 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Cal 233 (234) : 18 Cri L Jour 310, Asrafzilla Sarkar v. Emperor. 
(Sections 380 and 403.) 

(1900) 5 CalWN294(296), Nikunja Bchari v. Queen-Empress. (Ss. 380 and 409.) 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 834 (S34) : 6 Bom L R 725 (725), Emperor v. Trassan^i. (Ss. 
380 and 414.) 

(’22) ATR 1922 All 244 (245):23 Cr. L. .T. 671, Bcchai v. Emperor. (Ss. 380 and 420.) 
(’02) 15 0 P L R Cr 53 (54), Emperor v. Bisaliu Panka. (Ss. 380 and 454.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 537 (539) : 1904 Upp Bur Rul 1st Qr. Cr. P. C. 2, Emperor v. 
Asgar Ali. (Ss. 380 and 457.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278): 33 Cr.L. J. 619, Erishnaji Anantx. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 512 (512) : 34 Cri L Jour 402, Ajaib Singh v. Emperor. (Ss. 
393, 394 and 397.) 

(’82) 1882 All W N 178 (178), Empress v. Lekha. (Ss. 395 and 400.) 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 215 (216) : 1907 All W N 20S, Emperor v. Bam Singha. (Ss. 
397 and 454.) 

(’83) 1883 All W N 179 (179), Empress v. Bhikari. (Ss. 401 and 411.) 

(’82) 1882 All W N 215 (215), Empress v. Daya Bam. (Ss. 411 and 457.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 86 (87) : 6 Luck 441 : 32 Cri L Jour 540, Dubri Misir v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 405 and 477-A.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 612 (612): 17Cr.L.J. 369, In re, Erishnamnr thy Iyer. (Do.) 
(’33) 1933 Mad W N 326 (328), Venkata Subbaya v. Emperor. (Ss. 406 and 474.) 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 476 (479) : 4 Ind Cas 28 (Cal), Parmcshzvar Lai v. Emperor. 
(Ss.' 408 and 420.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 285 (285, 286) : 32 All 219 : 5 Ind Cas S96, Sheo Saran Lai v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 408 and 467.) 

(’02) 26 Mad 125{12Q):2V< eir 295,Erishnasami Pillaix. Emperor. (Ss. 408 and 477.) 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 428 (429) : 40 Cal 318 : 20 Ind Cas 412, Niiya Gopal v. Jiban 
Erishna. (Ss. 408 and 477A.) 
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ection 233 or local law , 3 or under a section of the Penal Code and a section of a 
Note 3 special or local law . 4 


(’22) AIR 1922 All 214 (214): 44 All 540:23 Cr.L.J.258, Shujav. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 296 (296, 297) : 41 Cal 722 : 15 Cri L Jour 153, Raman 
Behari Das v. Emperor. (Ss. 409 and 477A.) 

(’08) S Cri L Jour 4 (5) : 30 All 351 : 1908 All TV N 152 : 5 All L Jour 400, 
Emperor v. Mata Prasad. (Ss. 409 and 467.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 486 (486) : 33 Cri L Jour 265, Nagendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 409 and 477A.) 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 341 (342) : 30 Mad 328 : 2 M L T 177 : 17 Mad L Jour 141, 
Easi Yiswanathan v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’13) 13 Cr.L.J. 21(22): 13 I.C. 213 (Mad), Subramaniya Patlar v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’15) AIR 1915 All 462 (462) : 3S All 42 : 16 Cr.L.J. 813, Kalha v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’82) 8 Cal 634 (636) : 10 C L R 466, In the matter of the petition of Utlam 
Koondoo. (Ss. 411 and 413.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 401 (401) : 49 Cal 555 : 24 Cri L Jour S6, Ghetto v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 411 and 414). 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 694 (695) : 1905 Pun Re No. 38 Cr, Sahib Singh v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 411 and 454.) 

(’83) 1883 All TV N 158 (158), Empress v. Jnrawan. (Ss. 411 and 457.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 30 (31) (Lali), Gurditta v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lak 191 (192) : 18 Cr. L. J. 112, Muhammad v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’06) 3 Cr.L.J 76(77): 1905 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, Jagga v. Emperor. (Ss. 411 and 458.) 
(’02) 29 Cal 3S7 (388) : 6 Cal TV N 550, Mohcndro Nath Das Gupta v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 411 and 489.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 34 (35, 36) : 1905 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Bhagivati Dayal v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 420 and 467). 

(’03) 30 Cal 822(830): 7 C TV N 639, Birendra Lai v. Emperor. (Ss. 471 and 467.) 
(’06) 3 Cr.L.J. 350(350): 3 L.B.R. 113, Emperor v. Maung Gale. (Ss.426 and 504.) 
(1864) 1 Sutli TV R Cri L 12 (12), In re Puroshoola. (Ss. 443 and 446.) 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 440 (441), Emperor v. Lallubliai. (Ss. 471 and 477A.) 

(1865) 1865 Rat 4 (4), Reg. v. Vitliace. (Ss. 494 and 497.) 

See also S. 234 Note 8. 

3. Excise Act, XII of IS96. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lak 455 (456) : 1914 Pun Re No. 20 Cr: 15 Cr.L.J. 172, Banwari 
Lai v. Emperor. (Ss. 48 and 53.) 

Bengal Excise Act, V of 1909. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 603 (606) : 41 Cal 694 : 15 Cri L Jour 73, JJ. N. Biswas v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 13, 18 and 20.) 

Gambling Act, III of IB67. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 211 (212) : 5 Ind Cas 720 (Lak), Mahhan v. Emperor. (Ss.3and4.) 
Prevention of Adulteration Act (1912). 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 705 (705, 706) : 32 Cr.L.J. 1031, Raghubar Dayal v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 4 and 5.) 

Opium Act and Dangerous Drugs Act. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 1S8 (189) : 38 Cr.L.J. 542 : I L R (1939) Nag 297, Ghashiram 
Tularam v. Emperor. (Selling opium without license and importing foreign 
opium into Britisk India are different offences and cannot be offences committed in 
course of same transaction — Tkeir joint trial is illegal.) 

4. (’33) AIR 1933 Lak 231 (231, 232) : 34 Cr.L.J. 637, Suhhdco Raj v. Emperor. 
(S. 120-B, Penal Code and Ss. 19 and 20, Arms Act.) 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 293 (294) : 6 Ind Cas 242 (Mad), Musalappa v. Emperor. (S. 147, 
Penal Code and S. 21A, Forest Act.) 

(’34) Am 1934 Oudk 457 (459) : 35 Cri L Jour 1417 : 10 Luck 235, Onhar Singh 
v. Emperor. (S. 411, Penal Code and S. 19 (d), Arms Act.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 385 (386) : 6 C W N 468, Gobind Eocri v. Emperor. (S. 225, Penal 
Code and S. 128, Railways Act.) 

(’28) Am 1928 Lak 34 (35) : 29 Cri L Jour 521, Muhammad Khan v. Emperor. 
(S. 307, Penal Code and S. 20, Arms Act.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lak 148 (148) : 1917 Pun Re No. 44 Cr : 19 Cr.L.J. 100, Jai Singh 
v. Emperor. (S. 395, Penal Code and S. 20, Arms Act.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 822 (830) : 7 C W N 639, Birendra Lai v. Emperor. (S. 467, Penal 
Code and S. 82, Registration Act.) 

[See however (’36) Am 1936 Cal 686 (6S7) : 38 Cr.L.J. 1, Haridas v. Manmatha. 
(Held, ofience under S. 283, Penal Code, of creating obstruction in river bed by 
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2. Offences committed on different occasions even though they 
may fall under the same section. 1 ’ 


extending a tank and making banks and oftence under S. 70B, Rengal Embank- 
ment Act, are not distinct offences within the meaning ol S. 403.) 

5. (’-10) AIR 1940 Mad 509(510) : (1940) 1 M L .T 428 (429) : 41 Cr.L.J. 581, J n rc 
Boy a Lingndu. (Two distinct offences of theft in two separate houses cannot 
he joined together and tried at one and the same trial. Nor can two alternative 
charges under S. 411, Penal Code, in respect of the properties stolen from the two 
houses he tried together.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (13S) : 40 Cr.L.J. 579, Iki mchandrr. v. Emperor. (Criminal 
breach of trust in respect of different sums of monev on different oceaMom.) 

(•37) AIR 1937 Sind 304 (304): 32 SLR 30 : 39 Cr.L.J*. 59, Emperor v. Shivalomal. 
(Accused persons consisting of two groups having no connection with one anothci 
showing that they were engaged in the same transaction and playing at different 
places, cannot he summarily tried together under s. 12, Bombay ] ’mention of 
Gambling Act.) 

(’82) 1882 All AV N 178 (178), Empress v. Lckiia. (Dacoitic-.) 

(’S2) 1882 All IV N 180 (180), Empress v. Dalla. (Do.) 

(’83) 1883 All IV X 12 (12), Empress v. Scrim. (Do.) 

(’83) 1883 All AV N 107 (107), Empress v. Dukhi. ( Robber v.; 

(’18) AHt 1918 All 399 (400): 40 All 505 : 19 Cr.L.J. 0G7, Kar-.muddin v. Lmicror. 
(Offence under S. 40S, Penal Code.) 

(’19) ALU 1919 All 239 (239) : 20 Cri L .Tour 353, Ban ja v. Emperor. (Several 
murders in one day but not so connected as to represent acts forming same 
transaction.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 310 (317) : 4G All 51 : 25 Cr. L..T. ICG, Bu too Lai v. Emperor. 
(Offences under Ss. 323 and 312, Penal Code.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 480 (483) : 29 Rom 119 : 7 Horn L R 527, Emperor v. Jcthalal 
Ilarlochand. (Different receipts ot stolen propertv.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 111 (112, 114) : 20 Cr. L. ,T. 057, Bamnaragar. Aviarchand 
v. Emperor. (Charge,? in respect of items in two balance sheets.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278) : 33 Cri L Jour G19, ErUhnajx Anant v. Emperor. 
(1805) 2 Suth \V R Cr L 17 (17), In re Moha. 

(’GS) 9 Suth IV It Cr 14 (15), Queen v. Feojdar Bog. (Offence under S. 193,1. P.C.) 
(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), In rc, C. .1. Chclter. (Misappropriation of each separate 
item of monev.) 

(’73) 20 Suth AV R Cr 70 (70), Queer, v. Sobrai GoteaUah. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 713 (714) : 31 Cal 1053 : 8 C AV X 715, llira Lai v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 393 (391) : 1 C L J 475, Emperor v. Esua Sheikh. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 847 (851) : 0 C AA' X 1027, Earn Samp v. Emperor. 

(’0G)3 Cr. L. J. Ill (112) : 2 CL J G1S : 10C AVN 520,,/ ohan Subrana v. Emperor. 
(’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 12G (127, 12S) : 33 Cal 292 : 10 C AV X 32, Budliai Sheikh v. 
Tarap Sheikh. 

(’07) G Cr. L. J. 321 (323) : 11 C AV X 1128, Xanda Kumar Sircar v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 277 (278) : 1 Ind Cas 335 (Cal), Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 409 (409) : 4 Ind Cas 1G (Cal), Srish Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Cheating.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 449 (449) : 40 Cal 84G : 20 I. C. GOO, Asgar Ali v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 192G Cal 320 (321) : 27 Cr. L. J 2G3, Kcramat Mandal v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 971 (971) (Lah), Bhagal Singh v. Emperor. 

(’0G) 4 Cri L Jour 49G (497) (Lah), Abdul Satlar v. Emperor. 

(’66) 18GG Pun Re No. GG Cr, p. 71 (71), Mohur Banji v. Chuncla. (Theft.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 597 (598) : 8 Ind Cas 229 (Lab), Wasmoa Singh v. King -Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 144 (145) : 22 Cr. L. J. 505, Ganda Singh v. Emperor. (Theft 
and assault.) 

(’2S) AIR 1928 Lah 037 (G37) : 10 Lah 158 : 29 Cr. L. J. 737, Hagai v. Emperor. 
(’32) Am 1932 Lah Glo (015) : 34 Cri L Jour 458, Jalal v. Emperor. 

(’89) 12 Mad 273 (275, 27G) : 1 Weir 375, Quccn-Emiercss v. Bamanna. 

(’96) 2 Weir 299 (300), Public Prosecutor v. Kali Vann an. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 477 (477) : 7 Ind Cas 390 (Mad), Shanmooga Tevan v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 567(507) : 12 Ind Cas G55(Mnd), K.BagliavcndraBaov. Emperor. 
(Misappropriation on different occasions.) 

(’16) AIR 191G Mad 7G2 (7G3) : 16 Cri L Jour 717, In rc Krishnamma. (Every act 
in breach of the conditions of a license or permit is a distinct offence.) 

(’97) 11 C P L R Cr G (7), Empress v. Ml. Ganga. (Abduction of each girl is a 
distinct offence.) 
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iction233 3. Offences committed against different persons 

Note 3 Offences of tlie same kind committed on one occasion though 

consisting of parts are not different offences but are to he treated as 
constituting only one offence. 

Illustrations 

(a) The theft of several articles from one person or more at the same time. 7 

(b) The receiving of stolen property belonging to different owners or .the 
gains of different thefts but received at the same time. 8 


(’97) 1 Oudh Cas 4 (7), Bam Adhin v. Queen-Empress. (Kidnapping.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Oudh 250 (251) : 25 Oudh Cas 151 : 23 Cr. L. J. 687 ,GirjaDayal 
v. Emperor. (Cheating different persons at different intervals.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 291 (291) : 21 Cr. L. J. 619, Padmanabli Bainaihv. Emperor. 

(Receiving stolen articles by several persons at different times.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 4S8 (489) : 34 Cr. L. J. 892, Sachidanand Prasad v. Emperor. 

(Withdrawing money on two different dates by forged withdrawal cheques.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 72 (72) : 9 Ind Cas 421 (Sind), Imperator v. AluJaro. (Offences 
under Ss. 379 and 215.) 

(’26) 27 Cr. L. J. 872(873) : 96 Ind Cas 120 (Sind), Ghulamov. Emperor. (Receiving 
stolen property at different dates.) 

[Nee (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 20 (27, 28) : 3 Pat 503 : 25 Cri L Jour 73S, Emperor v. 
Bisliun Singh.] 

[See also (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 391 (393, 399) : 33 Cal 1256, Abdul Majid v. Emperor.] 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33) : 40 Cr. L. J. 290 , Emperor \. Afsaruddi Naseraddi. 
(Two murders on same night — Two separate charges to be framed but may be 
legally tried together under the provisions of S. 234, Criminal P. C.) 

(’04)1 All L Jour 22572. (225n), In re Nand Lai. (Receiving different sums of 
money as illegal gratification from different persons.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 364 (364) : 26 All 195 : 1903 A W N 231, Emperor v. Fain. 

(Dacoity in several houses in the same night.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 83 (83), Queen v. Itiuarec Dome. (Do.) 

(’6S) 9 Suth W R Cr 30 (30), In the matter of Goolzar Khan. (Criminally intimi- 
dating three different persons.) 

•(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 442 (444) : 6 G. L. J. 757, Tilalcdhari Das v. Emperor. (Criminal 
breach of trust with monies of different persons.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 277 (278) : 1 Ind Cas 335 (Cal), Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 

(Receiving property stolen from different persons.) 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour S72 (873) : 96 I. C. 120 (Sind), Ghulamo v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 469 (469) : 4 Ind Cas 16 (Cal), Srish Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Cheating different persons.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Oudh 250 (251) : 25 Oudh Cas 151 : 23 Cri L Jour 687, Girja 
Dayal v. Emperor. (Do.) 

•(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 693 (699, 706) : 16 Cri L Jour 641, Bam Subhag v. Emperor. 

(Causing hurt to different persons on one occasion.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L 4 (4). (Do.) 

(’07) 11 Cal W N cclxxiv (cclxxiv), King v. Henry Agultus Bcrncy. (Do.) 

[See also (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 394 (395) : 4 C. L, J. 411, Manik Lai Mullick v. 
Corporation o f Calcutta.] 

7. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 94 (95) : 37 Cri L Jour 530, Nga Bo E v. Emperor. 

•(’81) 1881 All W N 154 (154), Queen-Empress v. Baghu Bai. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 927 (927), Queen-Empress v. Krishna Shahaji. 

•(’26) AIR 1926 Nag S9 (90) : 26 Cri L Jour 1495, Bliura v. Emperor. 

(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 168 (168), Queen-Emprcss v. Nga Bo. 

■(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 475 (475), San Ilia v. Queen-Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 708 (709) : 1905 Pun Re No. 58 Cr, Ear Dial v. Emperor. 

(’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 38 (38), Queen v. Sheikh Moneeah. 

■(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 571 (573) : 21 Cr.L. J.682, Bijoy Krishna v. Satish Chandra. 

8. (’93) 15 All 317 (318) : 1S93 AWN 101, Queen-Empress v. Makhan. 

(’06) 3 Cri L J 207 (20S) : 28 All 313 : 1906 A W N 22, Emperor v. Mian Jan. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 547 (547, 548) : 45 All 4S5: 24 CriL Jour 632, Sheo Charan v. 
Emperor. 

(’01-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 39 (40, 41), Nga Kyioet v. Queen-Empress. 

(’88) 15 Cal 511 (513), Ishan Muchi v. Empress. 

•(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 557 (558): 50 Cal 594: 24 Cr.L. J. 707, GancshiSahuv. Emperor. 
•(’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 26 Cr p. 85 (86) (FB), Sant Singh v. Empress. 
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(c) Tiio making of any number of false allegations in one statement. 3 Section 233 

(d) The misappropriation of several sums of money not proved to be com- Kotes 3-5 
mitted on different occasions and in regard to one person ,1° or of several bools of 

account in respect of the same estate, 11 or of several articles. 13 

(e) A single use of several forged documents as genuine, in a Court of law. 13 

(f) Receiving a bribe partly on one day and partly on another. 11 

(g) Tlie projection of one board attached to two different rooms, into the 
street, an offence under S. 11 of the Bombay District Municipalities Act. 13 

(h) An alternative charge of perjury. 13 

5. Separate charges. — For every distinct offence of which any 
person is accused, a separate charge should he framed 1 and this rule 
applies even though the case is one in which the accused may be tried 
at one trial for all the offences under the provisions of Ss. 234, 235, 236 
and 239. 2 

5. Non-compliance with the section. — In Subramaniya Iyer 
v. King -Emperor, 1 in which a person was tried on an indictment 
charging him with fortyone acts extending over a period of two 
years, it was held by their Lordships of the Privy Council that this was 
plainly in contravention of s. 234 of the Code and that the defect 

(’10) 11 Cri L .Tour 597 (598) : 8 Ind Cas 229 (Lah), irnsawa Singh v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lali 637 (637) : 10 Lah 158 : 29 Cr. L. J. 737, Eayat v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 615 (615) : 34 Cri L Jour 458, Jalal v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 483 (485): 13 Pat 161:36 Cr.L.J, 342, Bamnatha v. Emperor. 

See also S. 403 Note 5. 

9. ('09) 10 Cr.L.J. 150 (154): 36 Cal 808: 21 C. 697, Rahhal Chandra v. Emperor. 

(’86) 13’ Cal 270 (271, 272), Poonii Singh v. Madho Shot. 

(’71) 6 Mad H C R App xxvil (xxvii). 

[See however (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 176 (177, 178) : 38 Cri L Jour 97, Bamdin Lai 
v. Emperor. (S. 193, Penal Code — Single charge in respect of two or three false 
statements made in one deposition held to be defective.)] 

10. (’86) 14 Cal 128 (132), In the matter of Luchmi Narain. 

11. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 219 (222) : 19 I. C. 315 (Cal), Promotha Nath v. Emperor. 

12. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 114 (115) : 22 Cri L Jour 666, Kali Cliaran v. Emperor. 

13. (’93) 20 Cal 413 (417), Queen-Empress v. Baghunath Das. 

14. (1900-01) 5 Cal W N 332 (335), Jagat Chandra v. Lai Chand. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 217 (224): 1911 Pun Re No. 11 Cr : 10I.C. 156, Giridliari v. Emperor. 

15. (’02) 4 Bom L R 942 (943), Emperor v. Atmaram. 

16. (’84) 10 Cal 937 (945), Eabibullah v. Queen-Empress. 

Note 4 

1. (’71) 3 N W P H C R 314 (315), Queen v. Shco Churun. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr L 15 (15). 

(1865) 4 Suth W R Cr L 9 (9). 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L 5 (5). 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr, 8 (8), In re Kalaram Singh. 

[See also (’75) 7 N W P H C R 137 (144), Queen v. Jamurha.'] 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33): 40 Cr.L.J. 290, Emperor v. Afsaruddi Nasiraddi. 

(’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (135) : 39 Cri L Jour 452 : ILR (1938) 2 Cal 295 : 65 I A 

158 : 32 Sind L R 476 (PC), Babulal Cliaukhani v. Emperor. (Offences alleged to 
he committed in course of same transaction — Separate charges necessary.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 176 (177) : 38 Cri L Jour 97, Bamdin Lai v. Emperor. (False 
statements made in course of same deposition — Separate charges necessary.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 364 (364) : 26 All 195 : 1903 All W N 231, Emperor v. Faltu. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 17 (20) : 54 Cal 237 : 28 Cri L Jour 99, Azimoddy v. Emperor. 

(In the course of one transaction three murders were committed and only one 
charge was framed — Overruled on another point in A I R 1939 P C 47.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 178 (178) (Mysore), In re Venkatigadu. 

(’13) 14 Cr, L. J. 449(449): 40 Cal 846 : 20 I.C. 609, Asgar Ali Biswas v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’01) 25 Mad 61 (96, 97) : 28 Ind App 257 : 8 Sar 160 : 11 M. L. J. 233 (PC). 

. 2Cr.85. 
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Section 233 was one which could not he cured by S. 537. Their Lordships observed’ 
Kote 5 as follows : 

“Tlieir Lordships are unable to regard the disobedience to an express provi- 
sion as to a mode of trial as a mere irregularity. Such a phrase as irregularity is 
not appropriate to the illegality of trying an accused person for many different 
offences at the same time and those offences being spread over a longer period 
than, by law, could have been joined together in one indictment. The illustration to- 
the section itself sufficiently shows what was meant. 

“The remedying of mere irregularities is familiar in most systems of jurispru- 
dence but it would be an extraordinary extension of such a branch of administering 
the criminal law to say that, when the Code positively enacts that such a trial as 
that which has taken place here shall not be permitted, this contravention of the- 
Code comes within the description of error, omission or irregularity.” 

The question has arisen as to how far this decision is "applicable- 
to a disobedience of the directions of this section. The section directs- 
two things, namely : 

1. that for every distinct offence of which any person is accused' 
there shall he a separate charge, and 

2. that every such charge shall be tried separately unless the case- 
falls within the classes of cases mentioned in Ss. 234, 235, 23G and 239. 

"Where a single charge is framed for several distinct offences and 
a single trial is held in respect of such charge and the case does not 
fall within Ss. 234, 235, 236 or 239, there is a non-compliance both as- 
regards the framing of the charge and as regards the mode of trial. 
Where separate charges are framed for the distinct offences but a single- 
trial is held in respect of all such charges and the case is not governed 
by Ss. 23d, 235, 236 or 239, there is a non-compliance with the section 
as to the mode of trial. Where a single charge is framed for several 
distinct offences and a single trial is held in respect of such charge- 
and the case falls within Ss. 234, 235, 236 or 239, there is a non- 
compliance as regards the framing of the charge, hut not with regard 
to the mode of trial. It has been held that a non-compliance of the- 
first kind is governed by the rule enunciated in Snbramaniya Iyer’s- 
case and is an illegality not cured by S. 537; 2 so also is a non- 
compliance of the second kind.? 0 But a non-compliance of the third 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129(13S) : 40 Or. L.J. 579, Bamchandr a Bangov. Emperor. 
(’38) ILR (1938) 1 Cal 98 (110, 113) : 41 C1VN 1112, Kamalahanta Bay v. Emperor.. 
(Contravention of S. 233 read with S. 235 vitiates trial. S. 537 is no answer.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 1G4 (168) : 39 Cr. L. J. 881 : ILR (1939) Ear G4, Chuhannal 
Nirmaldas v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 462 (462) : 3S All 42 : 16 Cri L Jour 813, Kalha Prasad v.. 
Emperor. (Joint charge of breach of trust and falsification of accounts.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 239 (239) : 20 Cri L Jour 353, Fauja v. Emperor. (Several' 
murders not so connected as to represent series of acts forming same transaction 
— Single charge is illegal.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 223 (224) : 49 All 312: 2S Cr.L. J. 171, Raman Lai v. Emperor.. 
(Single charge with respect to criminal breach of trust committed in various- 
distinct transactions extending over one year.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 875 (876) : 1904 All W N 223, Emperor v. N and Lai. 

(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 341 (342): 30 Mad 328:17 JILJ Ul.KasiViswanathanv. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 116 (117) : 18 Ind Cas 676 (All), Shanlcar v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278, 279) : 33 Cr. L. J. 619, Krishna ji Anantw Emperor. 
(Single charge for offences under Ss. 380 and 457, Penal Code.) 

2a. (’22) AIR 1922 Lah 144 (145) : 22 Cri L Jour 505, Ganda Singh v. Emperor.. 
(Charges for theft and assault.) 


1 
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kind, which has reference merely to the frame of the charge but not. 
to the mode of trial, is not governed by the Privy Council decision, 


(’31) AIR 1931 All 703 (700) : 32 Cr.L.J. 1031, Baghvbar Dayal v. Emperor. 

(’04) 4 Bom L R 440 (441), Emperor v. Lallubhai Gokaldas. (Charges for offences 
under Ss. 471, 408 and 477A, Penal Code.) 

(’04) 1 Cr.L. .T. 834 (834): 0 Bom L R 725, Emperor v. W assail ji Dayal. (Joinder 
of charges under Ss. 3S0 and 414, Penal Code.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 589 (589) : 15 Cri L Jour 472, Shyambar Royal v. Emperor. 
(Charges of theft and grievous hurt.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 296 (297) : 41 Cal 722 : 15 Cr. L. J. 153, Daman Bchari Das 
v. Emperor. (Joinder of charges under Ss. 477A and 409, Penal Code.) 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 17 Crp.44(46): 1903 VnnLBNo. 149, Singharav. Emperor. 
(’02) 20 Mad 125 (127) : 2 Weir 295, Krishnaswami PUlai v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 86 (SS) : 0 Luck 441 : 32 Cri L Jour 540, Dubri Missir v. 
Emperor. (Charges under Ss. 409 and 477A, Penal Code.) 

(’01-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 361 (362), San Daik v. Crown. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 10 (11, 12), Nga Lun Mating v. King-Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 537 (539) : 1904 Upp Bur Rul 1st Qr., Cr. P. C., 2, Emperor v. 
Asgar Alt. (Charges under Ss. 457 and 380, Penal Code.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 480 (484, 485, 499, 500) : 29 Bom 449 : 7 Bom L R 527, Emperor 
v. Jethalal Hurlocliand. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 147 (148) : 1 1. C. 69 (Cal), Tilalcdhari Mahton v. Dali Singh. 
(Joinder of charges under Ss. 225 and 379.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 485 (486) : 15 Ind Cas 485 (Rang), Nga Tha Gyi v. Emperor. 
(Charges under Ss. 454 and 325 I. P. C.) 

(’16) AIR 1910 Mad 550 (553) : 16 Cr. L. J. 323, Yirupana Goicd v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1910 Cal 1S8 (195) : 42 Cal 957 : 16 Cr.L.J. 497 , Amrilalal v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 L B 51 (55):11 L B E 73:23 Cr.L.J. 49, H. M. Yusoof v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 L B 263 (264): 7 L B R 272 : 16 Cr.L.J. 44, Po Mya v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 872 (873) : 1904 U B R 2nd Qr., Cr. P. C., 9, Emperor v. Nga Tok Gyi. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 457 (459):10 Luck 235 : 35 Cr.L.J. 1417, Onkar v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 327 (328):34 Cr.L.J. 673 ,Bamcshwar Brijmohan v. Emperor. 
(Charges for offences under Ss. 409 and 477A, Pennl Code) 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 326 (328), V enkatasubbaya v. Emperor. (Joinder of charges 
for offences under Ss. 406 and 474, Penal Code.) 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 21 (22) : 13 I.C. 213 (Mad), LaksMminarainapuram v. Emperor. 
(Charges for offences under Ss. 409 and 477A.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lab 381 (382, 3S3):1 Lah 562:21 Cr.L.J. 620, Pahlad v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 455 (456) : 1914 Pun Ec No. 20 Cr : 15 Cr.L.J. 172, Banwari 
Dal v. Emperor. (Joint trial of persons separately accused of offences under 
Ss. 48 and 53, Excise Act.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 243 (248) : 1908 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, Mangal Singh v. Emperor. 
(Joint trial of several persons for separate offences.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 971 (971) (Lah), Bhagat Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(1900) 1900 Pun Ee No. 5 Cr, p. 13 (14):1900PunLRp.61, Jang v. Empress. (Do.) 
(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 277 (277) : 1 1. C. 335 (Cal), Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 321 (323) : 11 C W N 1128, Nanda Kumar Sirkar v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 58 (62) : 8 C W N 180, Pran Krishna Saha v. Emperor. (Prin- 
ciples of section apply to proceedings under S. 107 also.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 385 (386, 387) : 6 C W N 468, Gobind Koori v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 417 (417) : 30 Cri L Jour 214, S avals v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 211 (211) :25 Cri L Jour 964, Shafi v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 266 (267) : 10 Ind Cas 331 (Lah), Mahbub Ali v. Emperor.] 
[See also (’08) 8 Cr.L.J. 152 (153) : 18 M L J 330, In re Bangaswamy Chctty.'] 
See also S. 234 Note 7, S. 235 Note 13, S. 239 Note 21 and S. 537 Note 10. 

The following cases most of which were decided before the date of the Privy 
Council decision in 35 Mad 61 arc no longer good law : 

(’89) 12 Mad 273 (276) : 1 Weir 375, Queen-Empress v. Eamanna. 

(’96) 9 C P L R (Cr) 23 (23), Empress v. Amilal Pcrdhan. 

(’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, p.21 (25):1901 Pun L R No. S3, ilTflmmMJi v. Empress. 
(’92) 14 All 502 (504) : 1892 AWN 95, Queen-Empress v. Mulua. 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 215 (216) : 1907 AWN 208, Emperor v. Bam Smgha. (Simply 
following 14 All 502 which was decided before the Privy Council decision in 
2-5 Mad 61.) 


Section 233 
Note S 
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Section 233 and is only a curable irregularity. 3 A conviction for an offence different 

Note 5 from that charged in a case not covered by S. 237 or S. 238 has been 

held to be a violation of the provisions of this section as regards the 
mode of trial and to he an illegality not curable under S. 537 Z 1 The 
decision does not seem to be right as it does not take note of Ss. 232 
and 535 under which the absence of a charge is merely treated as an 
irregularity. 

An objection as to non-compliance with the requirements of the 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat G03 (G05): 41 Cr. L. J. 523 (525), Chandra Narain Jha v. 
Emperor. (Three cases of cheating lumped together in one charge — No prejudice 
caused by defect — Trial not vitiated.) 

(’40) 41 Cr. L. J. 725 (72G) : 1S9 Ind Cas 25S (Oudh), Madho Singh v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (135) : 39 Cr. L. J. 452 : 65 I A 158 : 32 S L R 476 : 1 L R 
(1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC), BabulalChoiokhanix. Emperor. (Separate thefts alleged to 
be committed in course of same transaction — Separate charges necessary — But 
absence of separate charges not fatal where no injustice has in fact been occasioned.) 
(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 171 (174) : I L R (1939) Ear 204 : 39 Cr. L. J. S90, Emperor 
v. Baltimal Hotchand. (Misjoinder of charges must be distinguished from error 
in statement of charge otherwise lawful.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 176 (178) : 38 Cr. L. J. 97, Ramdin Lai v. Emperor. (False 
statements by witness while deposing — One charge framed in respect of all the 
statements — Defect will be condoned where the accused is not prejudiced, 
AIR 1933 Pat 488, followed.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal G76 (678, 679) : 60 Cal 1394 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1219, Rajabuddin 
Mondal v. Emperor. 

(’1G) AIR 1916 Cal 693 (705) : 1G Cr. L. J. 641, Ram Subhag Singh v. Emperor. 
(Dissenting from 3 Cr. L. J. 141 ; 14 Cr. L. J. 449 ; 3 Cr. L. J. Ill and distin- 
guishing 6 Cr. L. J. 442.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 57 (60, 62) : 28 Sind L R 119 : 35 Cri L Jour 1337, Dur 
Mahomed v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 288 (28S) : 41 Cal 66 : 15 Cr. L. J. 224, Musai Singh v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 330(331, 332) : 28 Cr.L.J. 347, Tamcz Khan x. Raj jabali Mir. 
(’2S) AIR 192S Cal 700 (701, 702) : 30 Cr. L. J. 799, Ajgar Shaikh v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 390 (392) : 59 Cal 1233 : 33 Cr. L. J. 685, Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Daulatram Mudi. 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Lab 242 (243, 244) : 1918 Pun Re No. 12 Cr : 19 Cr. L. J. 510, 
Emperor v. Mahomed Hussain. (Single charge in respect of documents forming 
part of one transaction.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (490, 491) : 20 Cr. L. J. 354, Evmaramuthu Pillai x. 
Emperor. (Mere omission to frame separate charges does not vitiate trial (p. 490), 
but a misjoinder in one trial is illegal (p. 496).) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 49 (51) : 22 Cr. L. J. 344, Kallux. Emperor. (Single charge 
for three murders in one transaction.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 235 (236) : 2 Luck 430 : 2S Cr. L. J. 409, Bachchux. Piyara. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 48S (490): 34 Cr. L. J. 892, Sacliidanand Prasadx. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 47 (47, 48) : 16 Sind L R 15 : 23 Cr. L. J. 320, Emperor v. 
Meharali Bachal. 

(’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 415(417) : 11 C TV N 54, Moharuddi Malitax.Jadu Nath Mandul. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 164 (166, 167) : 36 Cr. L. J. 231, Allahrakhio v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Mad S57 (858) : 53 Mad 937 : 32 Cr. L. J. 30, Ramaraju Thcvan 
v. Emperor. (In this case there was as a matter of fact no contravention of S. 233.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 244(245) :35 Cr.L.J. 935, McndiLalx. Emperor. (Single charge 
for diSerent offences committed against different persons in same transaction.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Rang 53 (58) : 27 Cr. L. J. 669, Y. M. Abdul Rahman v. King- 
Emperor. (Confirmed in AIR 1927 P C 44 (P C).) 

[Sec also (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 85 (86) : 35 Cr. L. J. 487, Ramisullahx. Emperor . ] 
[But see (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 62 (64): 30 Cr.L.J. 1073, Ali Mahomcdx. Emperor. 
(There was also prejudice in this case.) 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 364 (365) : 26 All 195 : 1903 A W N 231, Emperor x. Fattu .] 

See also S. 537 Note 10. 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 All 665 (667) : 40 Cr. L. J. 948, Thalcur Singh x. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 304, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 385 — S. 238, Cr. P. C., 
not applying — S. 537 does not cure defect of misjoinder.) 
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section regarding the mode of trial can be taken for the first time 
even in appeal. 5 

6, Counter-cases. — The joint trial of two parties arrayed 
against each other in a riot at one and the same trial is altogether 
illegal and void under this section. 1 It has been hold that even 
committals in such cases should be made separately and not all 
together, though it is in the power of the Sessions Judge to try them 
separately in spite of the joint committal. 2 Nor can the evidence for 
the prosecution in one case be used as evidence for the defence in the 
other case and vice versa."* 

A simultaneous trial of a ease and a counter-case is not a joint 
trial and is not prohibited by the Code. 

A simultaneous trial in certain eases and in certain circumstances 
might be irregular and improper but that would not entitle the 
accused to have tho whole trial set aside, unless the procedure adopted 
had prejudiced him in his defence. 3 The proper course to pursue is to 
give each party or faction a separate trial so as to enable its several 
members to lie examined as witnesses in the case in which they are 
the complainants. 4 

Tho question as to which case ought to be taken first, depends 
upon the circumstances of each case. For instance, the case against a 
person should bo taken up first before the case in which he is the 
complainant, as it is not fair to force a person to throw himself open 

5. (’33) 1933 Had W N 32G (328), V enkatasubbayya v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’06) 4 Cr. L. .T. 75 (7G) : 190G Pun Rc No. 5 Cr, Ala Dya v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lali 101 (10G, 107) ': 4 Lab 37G : 25 Cr.L.J. 68, Allu v. Emperor . 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 149 (150) : 25 Cri L Jour 551, Muhammad v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Low Bur 90 (90) : 22 Cri L Jour 707, Mamsa v. Emperor. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 10G (107), Nga Tha Dun Aung v. Emperor. (A causing 
hurt to B and B causing grievous hurt to A.) 

(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 75 (7G), Queen v. Surroop Ghundcr Paul. 

(’83) 13 Cal L R 275 (278, 279), Chakowri Ball v. Moti Eurmi. 

(’01-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 5G (56, 57), Queen-Empress v. Nga Aung Nyun. 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 2G Cr, p. 56 (57), Nawab v. Empress. 

[See also (’09) 5 Nag L R 65 (66) : 9 Cr. L. J. 560 : 2 I. C. 240, Ganapat v. 
Emperor. (Tho principle applies also to joint inquiries under S. 107.) 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 58 (60) : 8 C W N 180, Pran Krishna Saha v. Emperor. (Do.)] 
See also S. 239 Note 8. 

2. (’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 22 Cr, p. 47 (49), Empress v. Eaibat. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 47 (52) (FB), Queen v. Sheikh Basu. 

(’68) 9 Sutli W R Cr 33 (35), Queen v. Durzoolla. 

(’82) 1882 All \V N 160 (161), Empress v. Pulandar Singh. 

See also Note 1 and S. 207 Note 5. 

2a. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 249 (249) : 39 Cri L Jour 929, Sarju v. Emperor. 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 177 (179) : 21 Cr. L. J. 739, Dhako Singh v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 199 (203, 204) : 8 CWN 344, Sahadcv Ahir v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 593(593, 595):50 All 457:30 Cr.L.J. 337, SukhaiAliir v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 152 (153) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1018, Sliafayat Khan v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 619 (621) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1179, Bam Saran v. Nikhad Narain. 
[See also (’27) AIR 1927 P C 26 (27) : 8 Lab 193 : 28 Cr. L. J. 254 (PC), Madat 
Khan v. Emperor. ] 

See also S. 239 Note 19. 

4. (’81) 1881 All W N 28 (29), Empress v. Bahadur Khan. (The necessity for 
this is greater where a right of private defence is asserted.) 


Section 233 
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Section 233 to cross-examination by the other side, 5 6 or again if one case looks on 

Note 6 its face stronger than the other, it can be heard first. 0 No hard and 

fast rule can be laid down as to the procedure to be followed. There 
is nothing irregular in the judge trying each case to its conclusion 
and then pronouncing judgment in both. But it is necessary that — 

(1) the trial should be separate and the judgments should be 
separately delivered ; 

(2) the conclusion in each case must be founded on and only 
on the evidence in that case ; and , 

(3) the judge must keep his hands free and not commit himself 

‘ to a decision one way or another and must detach himself 

' from extraneous considerations. 7 

See also the undermentioned eases. 8 9 

Again, simultaneous trials of the two cases before two different 
Courts over one and the same occurrence are undesirable and both 
cases should be tried by one Magistrate or Judge one after the other. 0 


Section 234 


234 / ( 1 ) When a person is accused of more 


* Code of 1898, original S. 234. 

234. ( 1) When a person is accused of more offences tlmn one of the same 

kind committed within the space of twelve months 
from the first to the last of such offences, he may 
he charged with, and tried nt one trial for, any 
nnmber of them not exceeding three. 

(2) Offences are of the same kind when they are punishable with the same 
amount of punishment under the same section of the Indian Penal Code or of any 
special or local law. 

Code of 1882 — Section same as original section of 189S Code. 


Three offences of same 
kind within year may he 
charged together. 


5. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 12G0 (12G2): 2GCr.LJ.lG15, Makhan Maya v. Monindra. 
[See (’32) 1932 Mad W N G92 (710), Jaggu Naidu v. Emperor.'] 

6. (’31) 1931 Mad W N 131G (1317), Salha Evttia Pillai v. Pichai Cruz. 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 3G7 (3G9): 5G Mad 159 : 31 Cr.L.J. 175 (FB), M. Mouna- 
guruswami Naicker v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 1059 (10G0) : 112 I. C. 5G3(Lah), Emperor v. Krishan MurariLal. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 190 (191) : 31 Cr. L. J. 4G1, Krishna Pannadi v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’32) 1932 Mad W N G92 (700-702), Jaggu Naidu v. Emperor.] 

8. (’38) AIR 1938 Pesh 10 (11) : 39 Cr. L. J. 401 : 193S Pesli L J 13, Ibrahim v. 
Emperor. (Cross eases — Circular No. 52 of Judicial Commissioner’s Court, N.-W. F. 
Province — Cross cases relatiug to same transaction — File in each case should be 
complete with regard to whole story.) 

(’30) AIR 193G Lah 294 (295, 29G) : 37 Cr.L.J. 1033, Panna Lai v. Emperor. (Two 
separate trials — Judgment only one document — Decisions separate and distinct — 
Findings in each based on evidence in each case — Judgment in one case based on 
its own evidence — Procedure held not illegal and accused not prejudiced thereby.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 548 (550) : 3G Cr.L.J. 1339, Ksliitish Chandra v. Nanuram 
Mablania. (Cross-cases — Magistrate hearing evidence in each case separately — 
• — Same argument for both casesandone judgment delivered — Held, trial, though 
irregular, did not cause prejudice to accused.) 

(’92) 20 Cal 537 (548), Queen-Empress v. Chandra Bhuiya. (Cross-cases com- 
mitted separately — Sessions Judge hearing evidence in first case and then 
evidence in the second case — Examination of some accused in one case as 
prosecution witnesses in the other — Arguments in both heard together — Opinion 
of assessors taken at same time — Both cases dealt with in one judgment — Held 
that the procedure though irregular did not prejudice accused in defence.) 

9. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal G44 (G45): 24 Cr.L.J. 940, Sheikh Samir v. BcniMadhab Gopc. 
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-offences than one of the same kind committed within 
Three offences the space of twelve months from the 

yLr a may k be d chlSed &Sfc t0 the last ° f SUcl1 OffeilCeS, 
together. ° whether in respect of the same 

person or not, he may he charged with, and tried at 
•one trial for, any number of them not exceeding- 
three. 

(2) Offences are of the same kind when they 
•are punishable with the same amount of punishment 
under the same section of the Indian Penal Code or 
•of any special or local law : 

Provided that, for the purpose of this section, an 
•offence punishable under section 379 of the Indian 
Penal Code shall be deemed to be an offence of the 
-same kind as an offence punishable under section 380 
-of the said Code, and that an offence punishable 
under any section of the Indian Penal Code, or of 
any special or local law, shall be deemed to be an 
•offence of the same kind as an attempt to commit 
such offence, when such an attempt is an offence. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Section applies to trials and not 

to committals. 

3. ‘Person,’ if includes ‘persons' — 

See Note 5a to S. 239. 

4. “ Whether in respectof thesame 

person or not.” 


5. “ More offences than one.” 

6. ‘‘Committed within the space of 

twelve months.” 

7. “ Not exceeding three.” 

8. Offences of the same kind. 

9. Proviso. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Distinct offences. See S. 233 Note 3. 
Effect of violation of this section. See 
Notes 6 and 7. 

Forgery. See Note 5. 

•Object of the section. See S. 233 Note 1. 
• Offences and not charges. See Note 5. 
•Offences and not transactions. See Note 5. 
•Offences not of the same kind. See Note 8. 
■Offences under same section. SeeNoto8. 


Offences under Ss. 124A and 153A, I.P.C. 
See Note 5. 

Only one offence — Section inapplicable. 
See Note 5. 

Same series under different sections. See 
Note 5. 

Single trial and not separate trials pro- 
hibited. See Note 5. 

Theft. See Notes 8 and 9. 


Section 235 
Note 1 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes made in the Code of 1S82 — 

The words “committed within the space of twelve months from 
•the first to the last of such offences” were substituted for the words 

Code of 1872 : S. 453. 

More offences than 453. When a person is accused of more offences than 
• one of same hind may one of the same kind; committed within one year of each 
he charged within a other, he may be charged and tried at the same time for 
year of each other. any number of them not exceeding three. 

Explanation : — Offences are said to be of the same kind under this section 
•if they fall within the provisions of section four hundred and fifty five. 

Code of 1861— Nil. 
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iction 23$ “committed within one year of each other” occurring in the Code 
fotes l-$ of 1872. 

Changes made by Act XVIII of 1923 — 

1. In sub-s.(l) after the words “such offences” the words “whether 

in respect of the same person or not” have been added. 

2. The proviso to sub-s. (2) is new. 

2. Section applies to trials and not to committals. — The 

section refers to a trial and not to a commitment. So, where an 
accused is committed to trial on more than three charges, the 
commitment is not illegal, as the Sessions Judge can limit the trial 
to three charges only. 1 

3. ‘ Person,’ if includes ‘ persons.’ — See Note 5a to S. 239. 

$. “'Whether in respect of the same person or not.” — 

Before the amendment of 1923, there was a conflict of opinions as to- 
whether the section was applicable to cases of offences committed 
against several persons, one set of cases holding that it applied only 
when the offences were committed against the same person 1 and 
another set holding that there was no such restriction and that it 
applied in all eases, whether the offences were committed against the 
same person or against different persons. 2 The addition of the words 
“whether in respect of the same person or not” has removed this- 
conflict and a person can now be charged for offences of the same 
kind not exceeding three within a year, even if they were committed 
against several persons. 3 


Section 234 — Note 2 

1. (’17) AIE 1917 Mac! 612 (612) : 17 CriL Jour 369, In re Krishnamurihy Iyer. 

Note 4 

1. (’81) 4 All 147 (148) : 1S81 AWN 156, Empress of India v. Murari. 

(’83) 1883 All W N 39 (39) Empress v. Sheodin. 

(’83) 1S83 All W N 107 (107), Empress v. Duhhi. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 489 (490) (Kathiawar), In re Khavas Vasu Monji. 

2. (’83) 6 All 121 (124, 125) : 1883 AWN 241, Empress v. Earn Partab. 

(’84) 7 All 174 (178) : 1884 AWN 321 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Jitala Prasad. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 369 (369) : 38 All 458 : 18 Cri L Jour 41, Emperor v. Jagar 

Deo. (4 All 147, not followed.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 26(27, 2S) : 42 All 12 : 20 Cr. L. J. 642, Babu Earn v. Emperor. 
(’87) 1S87 Rat 331 (331), Queen-Empress v. Dhondi. 

(’83) 9 Cal 371 (373) : 11 G. L. R. 522, Maim Miya v. Empress. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 272 (273) : 3 I. G. 319 (Cal), Sri Bhagwan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 366 (367) : 43 Cal 13 : 16 Cri L Jour 332, Subedar Ahir v. 
Emperor. (Per Fletcher, J.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 288 (288) : 41 Cal 66 : 15 Cr. L. J. 224, Musai v. Emperor, 
i'll) AIR 1917 Mad 879 (880) : 17 Cri L Jour 479, In re Eaja Eao. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 181 (181) : 23 Cr. L. J. 719, Kovaganti v. Emperor. (Passing 
counterfeit coins on different occasions to diSerent persons on the same day — Joint 
trial is not illegal.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 147 (147) : 20 Cri L Jour 71, Krishnayya v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Nag 156 (156) : 26 Cri L Jour 327, Tukaram v. Ganpat. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 656 (656) : 2 Pat L J 209 : 18 Cr.L.J. 614, Babu Lai v. Emperor. . 
(’21) AIR 1921 L B 36 (37) : 23 Cr. L. J. 740: 11 L B R 45, Nga Po Kyin v. Emperor. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33) : 40 Cri L Jour 290, Emperor v. Afsaruddi. (In 
course of same night two murders committed at diSerent times and places — 
Charges may be legally tried together — But separate charges are necessary.) 

(’26) MR 1926 Pat 347 (348) : 27 Cri L Jour 909, Far sand Ali v. Emperor. 
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5. “More offences than one.” — The section applies oniy 
where a person is accused of more offences than one of the same kind, 
and not where he is charged with only one offence. A trial for such 
offence is not barred even though such offence is based upon various 
acts which by themselves are offences, and which extend beyond a. 
period of one year. In other words, the word “offence” in the section 
is not intended to include every act so connected with that offence as 
to form part of the same transaction. 1 

Illustrations 

1. A is charged with an oflence under S. 401 ot the Penal Code. It is based 
on several offences of theft and various acts of association extending over more 
than one year. The trial is not bad under this section. The reason is that the 
gist of the offence under S. 401 is association for the pnrposo of habitually 
committing theft or robbery and habit is to be proved bv the aggregate of acts 
extending, it may be, over many years. 2 

2. A is charged with the offence of waging war under S. 121 of the Penal 
Code, based upon seventeen separnte incidents ranging over a period of fifteen 
months. The trial is not bad inasmuch as the offence under S. 121 is a single 
continuing offence. 2 

3. A is charged with the oflence of falsification of accounts under S. 477A, 
Penal Code. Prosecution is not restricted to only three instances of falsification 
but any number of false entries or omission of entries may be proved. 3:1 

The section refers to “offences” and limits the trial to three 
offences. “An offence” is defined in s. 4(o) as an act or omission 
made punishable by any law for the time being in force. A single act 
or omission will be only one offence though chargeable under several 
sections of the Penal Code. Thus, the printing of a seditious article 
on a particular date is only one offence though tho accused may be 
charged therefor under ss. 124A and 153A. The printing of another 
article of a similar nature on another date is another offence chargeable 
under the same two sections and of tho same nature as the first. The 
two offences can therefore be tried together at ono trial under this 
section. 4 This section does not allow a single trial in respect of two 
transactions of the same kind, each of such transactions being made 
up of offences of different kinds. Thus, when A was charged : (l) with, 
abetting of forgery in respect of the service of summons alleged to 
have been served on 21-10-1914; (2) with swearing a false affidavit with 
regard to the service of such summons; (3) with abetment of forgery 
in respect of the service of summons alleged to have been served on 
22-1-1915; and (4) with swearing a false affidavit as to the service of 
the latter summons, it was held that S. 234 did not apply and that the 
trial was bad, 5 inasmuch as there were four offences not of the same 

Note 5 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 57(64):28 S.L.R.119 :35Cr. L. J. 1337, Ear Md. v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Or. L, J. 34 (37) : 1905 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Bhagwati Dial v. King-Emperor. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 87 (88): 47 Cal 154:21Cr. L. J. 386, Kascm Alin. Emperor. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (695): 49 Mad 74 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1513, In re MallnDora. 
3a. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 8 (9) : 32 Cr. L. J. 318, Prafulla Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 296 (297) : 15 Cr. L. J. 153 : 41 Cal 722, Raman v. Emperor. 

4. (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 272 (277, 280) : II. C. 641 : 33 Bom 77, Emperor v. Tribhuvandas. 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 Sind 40 (41) : 10 S.L.R. 192: 18 Cr.L.J. 664, Gerimal v. Emperor. 

[See also (’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 341(342) :30 Mad 328, Easi V iswanatlian v. Emperor. 

(Offences committed within one year in the course of three separate transactions- 
if they amount to more than three cannot be tried at one trial.)] 
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Section 234 
Notes 5-7 


kind, though there were kvo transactions of the same hind, namely 
in respect of the two summonses. 

The section bars only a single trial of more than three offences 
of the same kind committed within the space of a year. It does not 
mean that if the accused had committed fifty offences in the course 
of twelve months, only three shall be tried and the rest abandoned. He 
may he tried in batches of three at each trial under separate charges . 0 
Further, the section merely authorises a combination of three offences 
in one trial. It does not bar a separate trial of the accused for each 
separate offence . 7 Moreover, the effect of the section is not to make 
the three offences which are tried together under its provisions, one 
offence. The offences continue to be separate though there is only one 
trial for all of them. s 

6. “Committed within the space of twelve months.” — The 

Section provides for a single trial of offences committed within the 
space of twelve months. If the offences extend over a period longer than 
a year, a single trial therefor is illegal as contravening the provisions 
of this section, and the defect is not curable under section 537. 1 

7. “ Not exceeding three.” — An accused can under the section, 
be charged and tried at one trial for offences of the same kind not 
exceeding three. A trial for more than three offences committed during 
the year, is contrary to the provisions of this section and is an illegality 
and not merely an irregularity covered by S. 537. 1 Where a person is 


■6. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 343 (344) : 19 Cri L Jour 255, Sital Prasad v. Emperor. 

7. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 337 (337,338): 5 1. G. 970 (Bom), Emperor v. Kashinath Bagaji. 

-(’78) 3 Cal 540 (541) : 1 Gal L R 478, Empress v. Dononjoy Baraj. 

-8. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 185 (186) : 28 Siud L R 336 : 36 Cr. L. J. 608, Chctumal 
Bchumal v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’01) 25 Mad 61 (97) : 28Iud App257: SSavlGO (PC), Suhramaniyav. Emperor. 
(On appeal from and overruling 10 ML J 147 (FB),and also overruling 27 Cal 839.) 

•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 53 (54): 4 I.C. SOS : 32 All 57, Sali Malta Khan v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 223 (224) : 49 All 312 : 28 Cr.L. J.171, Baman Lai v. Emperor. 

(’99) 26 Cal 560 (563) : 3 CWN 412, Queen-Empress v. Mati Lai. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 357 (357, 358) : 32 Cri L Jour 195, Kaln Mian v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 130 (131) : 1905 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, Dhanjibhoy v. Kaim Khan. 

■(’19) AIR 1919 Lali 440 (441) : 19 Cri L Jour 1S7, Emperor v. Jagat Ram. 

Note 7 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 164 (168): ILR (1939) Ear 64 : 39 Cr.L. J. 881, Glmharmal 
Nirmaldas v. Emperor. 

■(’37) 1937 Mad W N 209 (209), Appalaswami v. Emperor. (Six counts of bribery 
and six counts of false personation relatingto different dates and different persons 
— Single trial illegal — Conviction held void and of no legal effect.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 693 (694j : 38 Cri L Jour 201, Amitava Ghose v. Emperor. 

(’01) 25 Mad 61(96,97) : 28 Ind App257: 8Sar 160 (PC), Subramaniya v. Emperor. , 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 875 (876) : 1904 A W N 223, Emperor v. Nand Lai. 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 4 (5) : 30 All 351 : 5 A L J 400 : 1908- A W N 152, Emperor v. 
Mata Prasad. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 51 (52) : 5 Ind Cas 178 (All), Timed Singh v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 285 (286) : 5 I. C. S96 : 32 All 219, Shco Saran Lai v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 All 351 (352) : 19 Cr. L. J. 161, Emperor v. Baghunath. (In this 
case, the High Court accepted the above principle — However, in order to meet 
the ends of justice the conviction was not set aside.) 

•(’19) AIR 1919 All 239 (239) : 20 Cri L Jour 353, Emperor v. Fauza. 

■(’19) AIR 1919 All 413 (414) : 20 Cri L Jour 784, Avadh Behari v. Emperor. 

{’23) AIR 1923 All 483 (484) : 25 Cri L Jour 220, Ganga Prasad v. Emperor. 
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charged with more than three offences at one trial, the Judge can, 
before the trial begins, strike off a charge or charges so as to reduce 
the number of charges to he tried to three. 2 After the trial begins 
however, the illegality cannot be cured by the striking out of the extra 
charges. 2 See also s. 227, Note 4. 

This section must be road subject to the special provisions of 
sub-section (2) of S.222 with regard to the offences of criminal breach 
of trust and dishonest misappropriation of money, as to which, see S.G22 
and the Notes thereunder. 

8. Offences of the same kind. — This section applies only 
where a person is accused of more offences than one of the same hind. 
It does not apply where a person is accused of offences which are not 
of the same kind, such as criminal breach of trust and falsification of 


f ’02) 4 Bom L R 433 (434), Etnpcror v. Xaihnlal. 

(’ 2G) AIR 192G Bom 110 (112) : 49 Bom 892: 27 Cr.L..T. 305, Emperor v. Alanant. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 303 (305) : 35Cr.L.,T .1477 ,Klnmchand .1. Mehtas .Emperor. 
(’87) 14 Cal 128 (131), In the matter of Luckm: Xarain. 

(’98) 2 Cal IV N 341 (340), Ehram Ah / v. Queen-Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 847 (850, 851) : 9 C IV N 1027, Earn Samp Benia v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 910 (91G) : 28 Cri L .Tour 201, Krishna Lai v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 377 (379) : 33 Cr.L..T. lloT.Surendra Hath Goneamiv. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 192G Lali 193 (191) : 27 Cri L .Tour 793, Fitzniauricc v. Emperor. 

(’02) 2 Weir 299 (299), In re Venkata Lavl. 

{’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 91 (95, 90) : 29 Mad 509 : 17 M L .T 210 : 1MLT409, Alanavala 
Chctty v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri Tj Jour 21 (22) : 13 I. C. 213 (Mail), Lakshiminarain v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. .T. 124 (125) : 13 I. C. 780 (Mad), Emperor v. Arumukhan Pillai. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 125 (120) : 13 I. C. 781 (Mad), Afnndi Ghasi v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad G12 (012) : 17 Cr. L. J. 3G9, In rc Krislinamurthy Iijycr. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Mud 435 (435) : 21 Cii L Jour 4G2, Shama Sastri v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 508 (509) : 31 Cr. L..T. 1195, Virastcamy Naidu v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 191S Nag 22 (27) : 19 Cri L .Tour 057, Jangilal v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 22 (23) : 27 Cri L Jour 1099, Emperor v. Dhancshram. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Ondh 80 (87) : 0 Luck 441 : 32 Cr.L.J. 540, Duhn J Hsir v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudli 325 (32G) : 35 Cri L .Tour 104S, Gnnno v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 343 (314) : 19 Cri L Jour 255, Sital Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 023 (G21) : 4 Pat 503 : 27 Cr.L.J. 350, J cobar an v. Pamkishnn. 
(’OS) 8 Cr.L.J. 497 (502, 504):4 L B R 294:14 Bur L B 242, S.P. Chatter ji v. Emperor. 
{’09) 9 Cri L Jour 15 (20, 21) : 4 Low Bur Rul 315, Emperor v. Tha By aw. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 325 (320) : 34 Cr. L. J. 1179, Kga San Alya v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Sind 40 (41) : 10 S L R 192 : 18 Cr.L.J. 0G4 ,Gcrimalv. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Sind 129 (129, 130) : 20 SLR 3 : 27 Cr.L.J. 32, Hydcr v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Oudli 273 (274, 275) : 30 Cr. L. J. 518, Piarcy Lai v. Emperor. 
[See (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 24 (25) : 36 Cr. L. J. 510, Emperor v. Svlcman Abbu. 
(Where it was held that the irregularity "cannot he regarded n« one not material 
and not having prejudiced the accused at the trial.”) 

(’30) AIR 1936 Cal 078 (079) : 3S Cri L Jour 4, Girdharilal v. Emperor. [Held, 
on facts that thero was no infringement of the provisions of S. 234.)] 

[See a Iso (’28)29 Cr.L.J. 287 (288): 107 I.C. 82G(Pal), Jiwnnia Prasad x. Emperor.] 
[Rut see (’08) 7 Cr.L.J. 95 (97) : 7 C. L. J. 63 : 35 Cal 101, Bepin v. Emperor .] 
See also S. 233 Note 5, S. 235 Note 13 and S. 537 Note 10. 

2. (’08) 8 Cr.L.J. 281 (302,303,341) : 10 Bom L R 848, Emperor v. Bal Gangadhar 
'Pilate. 

3. (’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 94 (95, 90) : 29 Mad 509 : T7 M L J 219 : 1 M L T 409, Alanavala 
Chctty v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 401 {401):49 Cal 555:24 Cr.L.J. SG, Chctoo Eahcar v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 193 (194) : 27 Cri L Jour 793, Fitsmaurice v. Emperor. 

See also S. 227 Note 4. 
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accounts. 1 The provisions of the section cannot he evaded by the 
omission to name the offences and sections of the statute in the charge, 
where in fact the accused has been charged with two offences which 
are not of the same kind. 2 

Sub-section (2) provides that in order that offences may be of the 
same hind, they should be punishable — 

1. under the same section, and 

2. with the same amount of punishment. 

See the undermentioned cases 3 for examples of offences which 
are not of the same kind. 

See also Note 3 to s. 233. 


Note 8 

1 . (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 1 (1) : 30 S L R 391 : 38 Cr. L. J. 324, Emperor v. Mohammad 
Ismail. (Offences of falsification of accounts and criminal breach of trust even 
though they relate to the same transaction, are not one offence and three charges 
of criminal breach of trust and three charges of falsification of accounts cannot 
be combined together at one trial.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 110 (111) : 49 Bom S92 : 27 Cr. L. J. 305, Emperor v. Manant 
K. Mehta. 

(’07) 5 Gr.L.J. 341(342) : 30 Mad 328 : 17 ML J 141, KasiViswanatlianv. Emperor. 
[See (’13) 40 Cal 318 (319) : 20 Ind Cas 412 (413) : 14 Cr. L. J. 428, Nityagopal 
v. Jib an Krishna. (But two unconnected charges of falsification of accounts can 
be tried at one trial under S. 234.)) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 293 (295): 39 Cr.L.J. 123: 32 S L R 87, Mohanlal v. Emperor. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (138) : 40 Cr. L. J. 579, Ramchandra Rango v. Emperor. 
(Offence of fabrication of false evidence relating to items partly or wholly uncon- 
nected with the charge of criminal breach of trust is a distinct offence.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33) : 40 Cr. L. J. 290, Emperor v. Afsaruddi Naseraddi. 
(Murder and grievous hurt are not offences of the same kind and so cannot be 
tried together.) 

(’98) 21 All 127 (131, 132) : 1898 AWN 205, Queen-Empress v. Mathura Prasad. 
(Ss. 161 and 409, 1. P. C.) 

(’82) S Cal 450(454): 10 C L R 421, Empress v. Srinath Kur. (Ss. 167 and 466,1. P. C. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Sind 40 (41) : 10 Sind L R 192 : IS Cr. L. J. 664, Gerimal Heman- 
mal v. Emperor. (Ss. 193 and 465 with 109, 1. P. C.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 395 (397), Collett v. Emperor. (Ss. 279 and 304, 1. P. C.) 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 116 (116) : 18 Ind Cas 676 (All), ShanTccr v. Emperor. (Ss, 302 
and 323, 1. P. C.) 

(’92) 14 All 502 (503, 504) : 1S92 AWN 95, Queen-Empress v. Mulua, (Ss. 302 
and 392, 1. P. C.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 316 (317) : 46 All 54 : 25 Cr. L. J. 466, Puttoo Laly. Emperor. 
(Ss. 323 and 342, I. P. C.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 454 (455) : 46 All 138 : 25 Cr. L. J. 552, Badlit Shah v. Emperor, 
(Ss. 366 and 368, 1. P. C.) 

(’02) 15 C P L R Cr 53 (54), Emperor v. Bisliau Panha. (Ss. 380,454 and 457, 1. P. C.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278) : 33 Cr. L. J. 619, Krishna ji Anant v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 380 and 457 Penal Code.) 

(’04) 1 Cr. L.J. 537(539) : 1904 UBRlstQr. Cr. P. C. 2, Emperor v.AsgarAli. (Do.) 

( 32) AIR 1932 Sind 64 (65) : 26 Sind L R 191 : 33 Cr. L. J. 650, Emperor v. 
Attursing. (Ss. 408 and 477A, I. P. C.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 110 (112) : 49 Bom 892 : 27 Cr. L. J. 305, Emperor \. Manant 
K. Mehta. (Do.) 

(’3o) AIR 1933 Nag 327 (327, 328) : 34 Cri L Jour 673, Rameshwar Brijmohan v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 409 and 477A, I. P. C.) 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 433 (434), Emperor v. Nathalal. (Do.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 486 (486) : 33 Cr. L. J. 265, Nagcndra Nath v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 341 (342) : 30 Mad 32S : 17 M L J 141 : 2 M L T 177, Kasi 
Viswanathan v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’82) 8 Cal 634 (636): 10 C L R 466, Empress v. Uttom. (Ss.411 and413, I.P.C.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 170 (172) : 35 Cr.L.J. 814:,Jangli Mianv. Emperor. (Accused 
charged in alternative of kidnapping or abduction of minor girl — Separate charges 
must be framed in respect of each offence.) 
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9. Proviso. — The proviso lays flown specifically that an attempt 
to commit an offence is of the same kind as the actual offence, when 
such attempt is itself an offence. It also provides that offences under 
Ss. S79 and 330 of the Penal Code are of the same kind even though 
punishable under different sections and with different punishments, 
thus overruling the view held in the undermentioned cases ' 1 that 
they were not offences of the same kind. 


235 .* (i) If, in one series of acts so connected 
Trial for more together as to form the same transaction, 
than one offence. more offences than one are committed 

by the same person, he may be charged with, and 
tried at one trial for, every such offence. 


’ Code of 1882 : Section same as that of 1893 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 454. 


454. I. — If in one set of facts, so connected together a« to form the same 

m • , ... , „ „ transaction, more offences thnn one are committed 

cffcnJ b - T thc pa,nc P«son, he may bo charged with and 

' tried for every such offence at the ;nme time, 

n. — If a single act fails within two separate definitions of any law in force 
~ f „n .... . for the time being, by which offences are defined or 

■ n ■ Jf I f. 4,? ^ punished the person who docs it may he charged 

1 11 'fuii >• with each of thc offences so committed, but he must 

not receive a more severe punishment than could be awarded, by the Court which 
tries him, for either. 

III. — If several acts, of which one or more than one would by itself constitute 
, , ,, , an offence, form, when combined, an offence under 

. Acts - el 'f ralJ V consiUut- tb p r0V i s i 0DS 0 f anr law in force for the timebeing, 
ing more than or.c ofjcncc, b ^hich offence s are defined or punished a person 
but collectively coming w ho does them mnv he charged with every offence 
within or.c definition. ^hicli he may have committed, hut he must not 
receive for such offences, collectively, a punishment more severe than that which 
might have been awarded, by the Court trying him, for any one of such offences, 
or for the offence formed Ly their combination. 

Illustrations 


To Paragraph I. — 

(a) A rescues B, n person in lawful custody, and causes grievous hurt to C, 
a constable in whoso custody B was. A may be separately charged with, convicted 
of, and punished for, offences under Ss. 225 and 333, Indinn Penal Code. 

(b) A has in his possession several counterfeit seals with the intention of 
committing several forgeries. A may be separately charged with, convicted of, and 
punished for, the possession of each seal for a distinct forgery under S. 473, Indian 
Penal Code. 

(c) A, with intent to cause injury to B, institutes proceedings against him, 
knowing there is no just or lawful ground for such proceedings. A nlso falsely 
charges B with having committed an offence. A mny bo separately charged with, 
convicted of, and punished for, two offences under S. 211, Indian Penal Code. 

(d) A, with intent to injure B, brings a false charge against him of having 
committed an offence. On the trial, A gives false evidence against B. A may be 
separately charged with, convicted of, and punished for, offences under Ss. 211 and 
194 or Section 195, Indian Penal Code. 


(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 303 (305) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1477, Khimchand A . Mehta v. Emperor. 
(Cl. (a) (iii) and Cl. (b) (ii) of S. 103 of the Presidency Towns Insolvency Act.) 

Note 9 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Cal 124 (124) : 17 Cr.L.J. 224, Rahiman Blbi v. MubaraTcMonclal. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 107 (10S) : 20 Cri L Jour 751, Eari Singh v. Emperor. 
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(2) If the acts alleged constitute an offence falling 

offence falling within within two or more separate defini- 
te definitions. tions of an} 7 law in force for the 


(c) A, knowing that B, a female minor, has been kidnapped, wrongfully 
confines her and detains her ns a slave. A may be separately charged with, con- 
victed of, and punished for, offences under Ss. 3GS (read with S. 3G7) and 370, 
Indian Penal Code. 

(f) A, with six others, commits the offences of rioting, grievous hurt and of 
assaulting a public servant engaged in suppressing the riot. A may be separately 
charged with, convicted of, and punished for, offences under Ss. 147, 325 and 152, 
Indian Penal Code. 

(g) A criminally intimidates B, C nnd D at the same time. A may be 
separately charged with, convicted of, and punished for, each of the three offences 
under S. 500, Indian Penal Code. 

(h) A intentionally causes the death of three persons by upsetting a boat. A 
may be separately charged with, convicted of, and punished for, three offences 
under S. 302, Indian Penal Code. 

To Paragraph II. — 

(i) A commits mischief by cutting down a tree in a Government forest. The 
tree overhangs the bank of a river nnd falls into the stream. A commits theft by 
having severed the tree and by floating it down the river to his villnge where he 
sells it. A may be separately charged with, nnd convicted of, offences under Ss.42G 
and 379, Indian Penal Code; but the Court which tries him may not inflict a more 
severe sentenco than if it had convicted under S. 379 only. 

(j) A wrongfully strikes B with a cane. .4 may be separately charged with, 
and convicted of, offences under Ss. 352 and 323, Indian Pennl Code, but the Court 
which tries him may not inflict a more severe sentence than if it had convicted 
him under Section 323 only. 

(!:) .1 wrongfully kills a bufialo worth sixty rupees belonging to B, and then 
takes away the carcass in a manner amounting to theft. .1 may be separately 
charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 429 and 379, Indian Penal Code; 
but the Court which tries him may not inflict a more severe sentence than if it 
had convicted him under S. 429 only. 

(1) Several stolen sacks of corn are made over to A and B, who know they 
are stolen property. A and B thereupon assist each other to conceal the sacks at 
the bottom of a grain pit. A and B may be separately charged with and convicted 
of, offences under Ss: 411 and 414, Indian Penal Code; but the Court which tries 
them may not inflict a severer sentence than if it had convicted them under one of 
those Sections only. 

( vi ) .4 uses a forged document in evidence, in order to convict B, a public 
servant, of an offence under S. 1G7. A may be separately charged with, and 
convicted of, offences under Ss. 471 (read with S.4GG)and 19G, Indian Penal Code ; 
but the Court which tries him may not inflict a severer sentence than if it had 
convicted him under one of those Sections only. 

To Paragraph III. — 

(n) A commits house-breaking by day with intent to commit adultery and 
commits, in the house so entered, adultery with B's wife. A may be separately 
charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 454 and 497, Indian Penal Code; 
but the Court which tries him may not inflict a severer sentence than if it had 
convicted him under S. 497 only. 

(o) A robs B, and in doing so, voluntarily causes hurt to him. A may be 
separately charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 323, 392 and 394, 
Indian Pennl Code; but the Court which tries him may not inflict a severer sentence 
than if it had convicted him under S. 392 or S. 394 only. 

(p) A entices B, the wife of G away, and then commits adultery with her. A 
may be separately charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 49S and 497, 
Indian Penal Code; but the Court which tries him may not inflict a severer sentence 
than if it had convicted him under S. 497 only. 

Code of 1861 : S. 240. 

240. When it appears to the Magistrate that 
Charges in cases falling the facts which can be established in evidence show 
within two or more Sections a case falling within two or more sections of the Penal 
of the Penal Code. Code, the charge shall contain two or more heads, each 

of which shall be applicable to one of such sections. 
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time being by which offences are defined or punished, 
the person accused of them may be charged with, and 
tried at one trial for, each of such offences. 

(3) If several acts, of which one or more than 
Acts constituting one one would by itself or themselves 

°vhen C c’ombined S a tU diff g - constitute an offence, constitute 
erent offence. when combined a different offence, 

the person accused of them may be charged with, and 
tried at one trial for, the offence constituted by such 
acts when combined, and for any offence constituted 
by any one, or more, of such acts. 

(4) Nothing contained in this section shall affect 
the Indian Penal Code, section 71. 

Illustrations 

TO SUB-SECTION (1) — 

( a) A rescues B, a person in lawful custody, and in so doing causes grievous 
liuvfc to G, a constable in whose custody B was. A may be charged with, and 
convicted of, offences under Ss. 225 and 333 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(b) A commits house-brealcing by day with intent to commit adultery, and 
commits in the house so entered adultery with B’s wife. .4 may be separately 
charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 454 and 497 of the Indian 
Penal Code. 

(c) A entices B, the wife of C, away from C, with intent to commit adultery 
with B, and then commits adultery with her. A may be separately charged with, 
and convicted of, offences under Ss. 49S and 497 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(d) A has in his possession several seals, knowing them to be counterfeit 
and intending to use them for the purpose of committing several forgeries punish- 
able under S. 4GG of the Indian Penal Code. A may be separately charged with, 
and convicted of, the possession of each seal under S. 473 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(c) With intent 'to cause injury to B, A institutes a criminal proceeding 
against him knowing that there is no just or lawful ground for such proceeding ; 
and also falsely accuses B of having committed an offence, knowing that there is 
no just or lawful ground for such charges. .4 may be separately charged with, and 
convicted of, two offences under S. 211 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(f) A, with intent to cause injury to B, falsely accuses him of having 
committed an offence, knowing that there is no just or lawful ground for such 
charge. On the trial, A gives false evidence against B, intending thereby to cause- 
B to be convicted of a capital offence. A may be separately charged with, and 
convicted of, offences under Ss. 211 and 194 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(g) A, with six others, commits the offences of rioting, grievous hurt and 
assaulting a public servant endeavouring in the discharge of his duty as such to 
suppress the riot. A may be separately charged with, and convicted of, offences 
under Ss. 147, 325 and 152 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(h) A threatens B, C and D at the same time -with injury to their persons 
with intent to cause alarm to them. A may be separately charged with, and 
convicted of, each of the three offences under S. 506 of the Indian Penal Code. 

The separate charges referred to in Illustrations ( a) to (h) respectively may 
be tried at the same time. 

TO SUB-SECTION (2) — 

(i) A wrongfully strikes B with a cane. A may be separately charged with, 
and convicted of, offences under Ss. 352 and 323 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(j) Several stolen sacks of corn are made over to A and B, who know they 
are stolen property, for the purpose of concealing them. A and B thereupon 
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voluntarily assist each oilier to conceal the sacks at the bottom of a grain pit. A 
and B may be separately charged with, and convicted of, offences under S. 411 and 
414 of the Indian Penal Code. 

(It) A exposes her child with the knowledge that she is thereby likely to 
cause its death. The child dies in consequence of such exposure. A may be 
separately charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 317 and 304 of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

(l) A dishonestly uses a forged document as genuine evidence, in order to 
convict B, a public servant, of an offence under S. 1G7 of the Indian Penal Code. 
A may be separately charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 471 (read 
with 4GG) and 19G of the same Code. 

TO SUB-SECTION (3) — 

(m) A commits robbery on B, and in doing so voluntarily causes hurt to 
him. A may be separately charged with, and convicted of, offences under Ss. 323, 
392 and 394 of the Indian Penal Code. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “Same transaction” — Sub-s.(l). 

3. "More offences than one.” 

4. “Are committed by the same 

person.” 

3. “May be tried at one trial.” 

6. “Trial” includes conviction. 

7. Sub-section (2). 

8. “Constitute, when combined, a 

different offence” — Sub-s. (3). 

9. Sub-section (4). 


10. Illustration (j). 

11. Sections 234, 235 and 236, if 

mutually exclusive — See Note 2 
under S. 239. 

12. Failure to charge under sub- 

section (1) — Subsequent trial 
therefor — S. 403 — See S. 403 
and Notes thereto. 

13. Joint trial for several charges 

not forming part of same trans- 
action — Effect. 

14. Offences forming part of same 

transaction — Jurisdiction to try. 


Ollier Topics (miscellaneous) 


Acts include illegal omissions. See S. 3, 
sub-s. (2) of General Clauses Act. 

Burden of proof on prosecution as to ap- 
plicability of Ss. 234 to 239. See Note 1. 

Connected as cause and effect. See Note 2. 

■Connected as principal and subsidiary 
acts. See Note 2. 

Conspiracy and offence for which con- 
spiracy formed. See Note 2. 

Desirability of avoiding embarrassment. 
See Note 5. 

Identity of purpose and continuity of 
action. See Noto 2. 

Instances. Seo Note 2. 


Joint charges. See S. 233 Note 1. 

Joint trial, some with jury and some 
with assessors. See S. 2G9, sub-s. (3). 

Offences for which complaint by or on 
behalf of Government is needed. See 
Note 5. 

Offences under different sections or 
definitions. See S. 233 Note 3. 

Prejudice to accused. See Note 5. 

Proximity of time. See Note 2. 

Question of same transaction is one of 
fact. Seo Note 2. 

Section permissive and not mandatory. 
See Note 5. 


1. Scope of the section. — This section is another exception to 
the rule in S. 233 that there should ho a separate trial for every offence 
■charged. Where the case falls within this section, a single trial for 
more offences than one is legal. The exception only extends, however, 
to the trial and not to the framing of charges. The general rule that 
every offence should be charged separately applies, though there may 
be one trial for all such offences under the provisions of the section . 1 
See also Note 4 under s. 233. 


Section 235 — Note 1 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 321 (322) : 40 Cri L Jour G49, Nanda Ghosc v. Emperor. 
■(’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (4S4) : ILR (1939) Bom 42 : 40 Cri L Jour US, Emperor 
v. Earamalli Gulamali. 

(’03) 1 Cri L Jour 3G4 (3G4) : 2G All 195 : 1903 AWN 231, Emperor v. Fattu. 
■(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 17 (20) : 54 Cal 237 ; 28 Cri L Jour 99, Azimaddy v. Emperor 
(Overruled on another point in A I R 1939 P C 47.) 
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Separate trial for different offences being the rule and joint trial 
the exception , 2 the burden of proof is on the prosecution to show that 
the case falls within the exceptions to the general rule." 

See also the undermentioned case . 4 

2. “Same transaction” — Sub-section (1). — Sub-section (li 
provides that an accused person may he charged with and tried at one 
trial for any number of offences which he is alleged to have committed 
in one series of acts so connected together as to form part of the 
■“same transaction .” 1 The expression “same transaction” has, however, 
not been defined in the Code. From its very nature tho word 
“transaction” is incapable of exact definition and appears to have been 
purposely used because it has this quality . 2 It should be interpreted, 
not in any special or technical way, but in its ordinary etymological 
meaning 3 of “an affair” or “a carrying through .” 4 The Court may also 

2. (’38) I Lit (1938) 1 Cal 9S (10G), Eamala Kant a Bay v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 68 (88) : 21 Cri L Jour 155, Ganesh Lai v. Emperor. 

See also S. 233 Note 2. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 All 3S0 (381) : 1G Cri L .Tour 795, Sohart Lai v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 88 (88) : 24 Cri L Jour 155, Ganesh Lai v. Emperor. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 99 (114) : 38 Cr. L. .7. 81S(SB), Jiiendra Naths. Emperor. 
(Anything contained in tho Criminal Law Amendment Act, does not bar the 
operation o £ tho provisions of the Code of Criminal Procedure as contained in 
Sections 19G, 235, 23G and 237.) 

Note 2 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (181) : ILR (1939) Bom 42 : 40 Cr.L.J. 118, Emperor 
v. Karnmalli Gnlamali. (If odences are committed in the course of the same 
transaction they may be tried together, although they are more than three in 
number and extending over a period of more than a year.) 

•(1900) 1 Low Bur Rul 33 (35, 3G) (FB), Quccn-Emprcss v. AwWa. (Illicit working 
of still and possession of spirit manufactured in that still.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 380 (380) : 1G Cri L Jour 795 (79G), Sohanlal v. Emperor. 
(Offences under Sections 403 and 417, Penal Code, can ho tried together.) 

2. (’3G) AIR 193G Bom 15 1(15G):G0 Bom 148:37 Cr.L.J. 688, Shapurjiv. Emperor. 
•(’08) 8 Cri L -Tour 191 (195) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Ghnlam. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 233 (235) : 18 Sind L R 199:27 Cr.L.J. 257, Franl: Crossly 
Woodward v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 19 (22) : 22 Cri L Jour G41, Sanuman v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 88 (8S):24 Cri L Jour 155, Gancshi Lai v. Emperor. 

(’91) 15 Bom 491 (495), Queen-Empress v. Fahirappa. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 177 (183) : 51Bom310:2SCr.L. .T. 373, Scjmal v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 578 (581):30 Bom 49:7 Bom L R G33, Emperor v.DattoIIanmant. 
.(’88) AIR 1933 Bom 2GG (267) : 57 Bom 400:34 Cr.L.J. 870, Mazaralis. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 2G5 (267) : 1 Lah 5G2 : 21 Cr. L. J. G20, Palilad v. Emperor. 
•(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 274 (275) : 28 Cri L Jour 357, Muhammadi v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad G90 (700) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1513 ; 49 Mad 74, In re Mallu Dora. 
•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 258 (259) : 5 I .C. 847 : 33 Mad 502, Choragudi Vcnhatadri v. 
Emperor. (It is not necessary or advisable to attempt to define it.) 

3. (’36) AIR 1930 Bom 154 (15G):G0 Bom 148:37 Cri L.TourG88, ShapurjiSorabji 
v. Emperor. (Common sense and ordinary uscof language must decide whether 
on the facts of a particular case, there is one transaction or several transactions.) 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Mad G90 (698) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1513 : 49 Mad 74, In rc Mallu Dora. 
(’97-01) 1 TJpp Bur Rul 31 (40), Nga Po Ec v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 293 (294) : G Ind Cas 242 (Mad), Mnsalappa v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 857 (858) : 53 Mad 937 : 32 Cr.L.J. 30, Bamarajn 
Thcvaii v. Emperor .) „ 

[See however (’18) AIR 1918 Bom 117 (121) : 43 Bom 147 : 20 Cr.L.J. 71, Emperor 
v. Madhav Laxman. (Wide meaning to be given.)] 

4. (’97-01) 1 TJpp Bur Rul 31(40), Nga Po Ec v. Queen-Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 578 (581):30 Bom 49:7 Bom L R 633, Emperor s.Datto Ilanmant. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 483 (484, 485) : 13 Pat 161 : 36 Cr.L.J. 342, Bamnath Bai v. 
Emperor. 
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ion 235 look for guidance to the illustrations to the section, remembering, 
ote 2 however, that those illustrations are not exhaustive . 6 In Emperor v. 

Sharufalli 0 it was observed that the real and substantial test for 
determining whether several offences are connected together so as to 
form one transaction “depends upon whether they are so related to one 
another in point of purpose, or as cause and effect, or as principal and 
subsidiary acts, as to constitute one continuous action.” And this has 
been adopted generally by the Courts . 7 Proximity of time is not so. 


5. (’91) 15 Bom 491 (495), Queen-Empress v. Falcirappa. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 578 (581) : 30 Bom 49 : 7 Bom L R 633, Emperor v. Datto.. 

{’ 23) AIR 1923 All 88 (88) : 24 Cri L Jour 155, Gancslii Lai v. Emperor . 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 293 (294) : 6 Ind Cas 242 (Mad), Musalappa v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (195) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. 

6. (’02) 27 Bom 135 (138, 139) : 4 Bom L R 930. 

7. (’39) AIR 1939Boml29(141) : 40 Cri L Jour 579, RamchandraRango v. Emperor. 

(’38) I L R (1938) 1 Cal 98 (108) : 41 C W N 1112, KamalaKaniaRayv. Emperor. 

(Offence of cheating by personation and murder and robbery, held, disconnected 
acts and not forming parts of same transaction.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (15S) : 60 Bom 148 : 37 Cr.L.J.688, Shapurjiv. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 19 (22) : 22 Cri L Jour 641, Sanuman v. Emperor. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 420 (421, 422) : 2 Nag LR 147, Empress?. HariRaot. (Distinct 
interval of time — Not same transaction.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudli 401 (401) : 3 Luck 664 : 29 Cr. L. J. 801, Rasul v. Emperor. 
(Trial of offences under Ss. 324 and 325, 1. P. C., though outside common objects 
of rioting is not illegal if the acts constitute one transaction.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 389 (391) : 50 Cal 1004 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1082, Kusliai Mallik v. 
Em/cror. (Abduction and concealment on different dates.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 144 (145) : 22 Cr. L. J. 505, Ganda Singh v. Emperor. (Theft 
and assault committed on different occasions — Joinder of charges for, is bad and. 
vitiates trial.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 8S (94) : 57 Mad 545 : 35 Cr.L. J.631, Venkata v. Emperor. 
(Series of acts of misappropriation, though subject of separate charges can be 
jointly tried with the main offence of conspiracy to commit breach of trust.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 5 (5) : 19 Cr. L. J. 34, Emperor v. Nga Lu Gale. (Illegal 
possession of opium and cocaine for carrying on business of vendor of contraband 
— Possession of both articles held to be part of same transaction.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 233 (235) : 18 Sind L R 199 : 27 Cr. L. J. 257, Woodward v. 
Emperor. (Accused charged under Ss. 304A, 337 and 338 and under Ss. 465 and 
471 or S. 193, 1. P. C., in the alternative for forging entries in order to conceal 
his offence of criminal neglect — Held, there was misjoinder of charges.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 151 (153) : 20 Sind L R 74 : 27 Cr. L. J. 456, Hussainbibi 
v. Emperor. (Accused decoying girl to make money by giving her in marriage on- 
pretext of being her lawful guardian and after about fortnight cheating a man 
by inducement to marry the girl — The offences under Ss. 366 and 420, Penal' 
Code, held committed in the same transaction.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 833 (840) : 17 Ind Cas 705 (Bom), Emperor wGancshN aray an.. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 688 (689) : 16 Cri L Jour 3 (4), Superintendent and Remem- 
brancer of Legal A fairs, Bengal v. Manmohan Roy. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 258 (261) : 5 I. C. 847 : 33 Mad 502, Choragudi v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 353 (356) : 20 Cr. L. J. 145, Krishna v. Emperor. (Unlawful 
assemblies at different places — Each with different common object but all in 
pursuance of a common purpose — Acts of all accused can be subject of one trial.). 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (692, 700) : 49 Mad 74 : 26 Cri L Jour 1513, InrcHallu 
Dora. (Reilly, J., contra.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Oudk 275 (278) : 17 Oudh Cas 276 : 15 Cr. L. J. 643, Abbas-Quli - 
Khan v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (195) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 296 (303): 53 Bom 479:31 Cr. L. J. 65, Emperor v. C. E. Ring. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (202): 43 Mad 411:21 Cr.L. J. 297, W.H.Locklcy wEmperor.. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 308 (309, 310) : 34 Cri L Jour 530, Ali Hussain v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 230 (232) : 5 Pat LJ 11 : 21 Cr.L. J. 161, Govinda v. Emperor.. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 550 (551) : 16 Cri L Jour 323, Virupanna Goud v. Emperor.. 
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essential as continuity of action and purpose® On the one hand, the 
mere proximity of time between several acts will not necessarily 
constittitc the acts parts of the same transaction ; n on the other hand, 
the mere fact that there are intervals of time between the various acts 
will not necessarily import want of continuity , 10 though the length of 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lali 2G5 (2G7) : 1 Lali 5G2 : 21 Cr. L. .7. C2G, Paldad v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 312 (313) : G2 Cal 803, Kasliiram Jliuujhtinwalla v. Jlurdut 
Bai-Gopal Bai. (Offence of misappropriation in respect of several items may bo 
joined with charge of falsification which is one of series of nets.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 149(154):3G Cr.L. J. 1153 : 31NLR318, B.S. Builcarv. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 135 (13G):5IndCas'S3G (Mad), Krishna v. Emperor. (Defamatory 
resolutions and transmission of resolutions ton newspaper, arc not parts of thesamo 
transaction in the absence of concert.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G Oudh 1G1 (1G5) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1602, Bishamlar Nath v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 11 (13) : 4 N L R 71, Emperor v. Pahvant Singh. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Rom 545 (54G) : 5G Bom 488 : 34 Cr.L.J. 357, Sanjiv v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 128 (130) : 53 Bom 344 : 30 Cr.L. J. 5SS, Emperor v. Gopal. 
(’25) AtR 1925 All 301 (303) : 2G Cri L Jour 734, Tufail Ahmad v. Emperor. 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 55G (557, 558), Balliah v. Emperor. (Where it was held that 
identity of purpose is not the only test.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278) : 33 Cr.L.J. 019, Krishna ji Av.anl v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 287 (288) : 18 Cri L Jour 739, Ghasi Bam v. Suhra TJraon. 
(Where it was held that the mere sameness of motive docs not make distinct nets 
parts of same transaction.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 343 (344) : 19 Cri L Jour 255, Silal Prasad v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 177 (183) : 51 Bom 310 : 28 Cr.L.J. 373, Scjmal v. Emperor. 

(Where it wns held that even community of purpose is not necessary.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G All 334 (33G, 337) : 48 All 325 : 27 Cri L Jour 445, Bafiuzzaman 
Khan v. Ghhotcy Lai. (Where the expression "identity of purpose” was preferred 
to the expression "community of purpose” it wns held that "identity of purpose” 
is enough.) 

[Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285) : I L R (1939) Nag G8G: 40 Cr.L.J. 197, Nana 
Sadcba v. Emperor. (Unity of time, place and purpose ought to be looked to.)] 
Sec also S. 239 Note G. 

8. (’38) ILR (1935) 1 Cal 98 (107, 108), Kamalahant Bay v. Emperor. (There 
must be one continuous thread of a common purpose running through the acts 
to support a joinder of charges in respect thereof.) 

(\3G) AIR 193G Bom 154 (157): GO Bom 148 : 37 Cr.L.J. CSS, Shapurjiv. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cr. L. .T. 578 (581) : 30 Bom 49, Emperor v. Dado IJanmant. 

(’0G) 4 Cri L Jotir 420 (421) : 2 Nag L R 147, Emperor v. Eari Baol. 

{’31) AIR 1931 Pat 52 (53) : 32 Cri L Jour 478, Gancsh Pcrshad v. Emperor, 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 128 (131) : 53 Bom 344: 30 Cr. L. J. 588. Emperor v. Gopal. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 389 (391): 50 Cal 1004:25 Cr.L.J. 1082. KvshaiMahh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 580 (581) : 2G Cr. L. J. 3G9, Patit Pahan Bay v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 2G5 (2G7) : 1 Lab 5G2 : 21 Cr. L. J. G2G, Paldad v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 1910 Nag 73 (7G) : 13 N L R 35 : 18 Cr. L. J. 339, Gunwantw Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 5 (5) : 19 Cri L Jour 34, Emperor v. Nga Lu Gale. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 149 (154):3G Cr.L.J.1153:31 N LR 318,17. S.Buiharv. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 274 (275) : 28 Cri L Jour 357, Muhammadi v. Emperor. 
(1900) 1 Low Bur Rul 3G1 (3G2), Nga San Dailc v. Grown. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 485 (48G) : 15 I. C. 485 (Low Bur), Nga Tha Gyi v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 287 (288) : 18 Cri L Jour 739, Ghasi Bam v. Emperor. (Com- 
plaints on samo day or similarity of motive is no ground for joint trial of several 
persons for distinct offences at different places.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 102 (103, 104) : 32 Cri L Jour Gil, Abdur Bahim v. Emperor, 

9. (’38) ILR (1938) 1 Cal 98 (107), KamalaKanta Bay v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 485 (486) : 15 I. C. 485 (48G) (L B), Nga Tha Gyi v. Emperor. 
(’02) 2G Mad 125 (127) : 2 Weir 295, Krishnasioamy Pillai v. Emperor. 

See also S. 239 Note G. 

10. (’38) ILR (1938) 1 Cal 98 (108), Kamala Kant Bay v. Emperor. 

(Mere difference in time or placo between the commission of one offence and of 
another will not necessarily import want of such continuity.) 

(’02) 27 Bom 135 (138) : 4 Bom L R 930, Emperor v. Sherufalli. 

(’02) 2 Low Bur Rul 19 (21), Nga Ta Pu v. King-Emperor. 


Section 238 
Kota 2 



13G4 


TRIAL FOR MORE OFFENCES 


Section 235 the interval may be an important element in determining the question 

•Note 2 of connexion between the several acts. 11 The transaction itself need 

not be a criminal transaction ; an offence can he committed in the 
course of a transaction the aim of which is perfectly legitimate. 110 It 
lias, however, been held in the undermentioned eases llb that proximity 
of time is also necessary in order to constitute the acts parts of the 
same transaction. 

Although according to the test mentioned above, community of 
action and purpose is necessary in order to constitute the several acts, 
parts of the same transaction, the mere existence of some general 
purpose or design, such as defrauding the public, is not sufficient. The 
.plirpose must he something particular and definite. 12 The words 
I “continuity of action” do not mean merely doing the same thing or 

similar things continuously or repeatedly, for, a recurring series of 
similar transactions is not, according to the ordinary use of language, 
the same transaction. The words mean “the following up of some 
initial act through all its consequences and incidents until the series 
of acts or group of connected acts comes to an end, either by attainment 
of the object or by being put an end to or abandoned. If any of those 
things happens and the whole process is begun over again, it is not 
the same transaction but a new one in spite of the fact that the same 
general purpose may continue.” 120 

(’06) 6 Cr.L.J. 28 (29,30): 14 Bur LR 38 : 1907 U BR Cr 5, NgaNyoGyi Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 287 (288) : 18 Cr. L. J. 739, Ohasi Bam v. Suhra TJraon. 

11. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (157):60Bom 148:37 Cr.L.J. 688, Shapurjiv. Emperor. 
(’02) 27 Bom 135 (138) : 4 Bom L R 930, Emperor v. Shcrufalli. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Sind 40 (41) : 10 S. L. R. 192 : 18 Cr. L. J. 664, Gerimal v. Emperor. 
(The words ‘‘same transaction” in S. 235 are not applicable to cases in which the 
offences are separated by distinct intervals of time or place and require to bo 
proved by distinct evidence.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 149(154):36 Cr.L.J. 1153:31 N.L.R. 318, R.S.Ruiharv. Emperor. 
11a. (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 149 (154): 36 Cr.L.J. 1153 : 31 N.L.R. Z18, B.S.Ruikar 
v. Emperor. 

lib. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (493): 20 Cr. L. J. 354, Eumaramuthuv. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (196) : 16 Cr.L.J. 497 (504) : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 76 (77) : 23 Cr.L. J . 685, Banga Chandra Dew AnandaCharan. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Bom 117 (119) : 43 Bom 147 : 20 Cr. L. J. 71, Madhao v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 330 (332) : 28 Cri L Jour 347, Tamczlchan v. Bajaballi Mir. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 480 (497) : 29 Bom 449 : 7 Bom L R 527, Emperor v. Jcthalal. 
(’90) 15 Bom 491 (495), Queen-Empress v. Fahirappa, 

(’91) 16 Bom 414 (424), Queen-Empress v. Yajiram. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 39 (45) : 21 S. L. R. 107 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1233, Emperor v. Lulcman. 

12. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129(141) : 40 Cr.L.J. 579, Ramchandr a Rangov. Emperor, 
(A mere common purpose does not constitute a transaction — Nor would commu- 
nity of purpose coupled with concert and design implied in abetment by conspiracy 
make the diSerent acts alleged parts of the same transaction.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (158): 60 Bom 148 : 37 Cr.L. J. 688 , Shapurjiv. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 102 (103, 104) : 32 Cr. L. J. 611, Abdur Rahim v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 258 (261) : 5 I. C. 847 : 33 Mad 502, Choragudi Ycnkatadri v. 
Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 734 (737, 738) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1020, Nanalc Chand v. Emperor. 
[But see (26) AIR 1926 Sind 171 (173) : 27 Cr. L. J. 243 : 20 S. L. R. 18, Eishaiu 
chand v. Emperor. (Offence of conspiracy to cheat the public.)] 

12a. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (158): 60 Bom 148: 37 Cr.L.J. 688, Shapurji Sorabji 
v. Emperor. (Charges of forgery in respect of different consignments of tickets 
supplied at intervals — Different acts of forgery do not form parts of the same 
transaction.) 
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When a person is charged with two offences and the evidence to 
prove the one offence is identical with that by which the other is to 
he established, then the two must be held to have been committed in 
the course of the same transaction. 121 * 

It will be clear from the above discussion that the question as to 
what does or does not form part of the same transaction is a question 
of fact 13 depending largely upon the circumstances of each case. u As 
pointed out by Sadasiva Iyer, J., in Enmaramuthu v. Emperor 15 : 

“ Different judicial minds might, where the facts are complicated, arrive at 
different conclusions as to whether a particular complicated series of acts were 
committed in the same transaction or not and one can very well conceive manv 
sets of facts which are on the border-line.” 

Thus, the offence of hiring a person to take part in a riot is a sepa- 
rate and distinct offence from the riot itself and, ordinarily, the hiring 
and the riot would be separate transactions. There may, however, be 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (141) : 40 Cr. L. J.579, Bamchandra Rango v. Emperor. 
(Idea of completion cannot be divorced in interpretation of expression . — Mere 
common purpose does not constitute same transaction nor existence of some general 
purpose or design.) 

[See also (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 178 (181) : 31 Nng L R 337 : 36 Cri L Jour 1216, 
Ramsheshan v. Emperor. (Each act of embezzlement and the steps taken to 
conceal it form one transaction and the fact that the offence was repeated on 
several occasions in pursuance of a studied policy of fraud cannot make all the 
acts parts of the same transaction.)] 

12b. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 577 (579) : 18 Pat 450 : 40 Cri L Jour 625, Emperor v. 
Mayadhar Polhal. 

13. (’37) AIR 1937 All 714 (717, 718) : ILR (1937) All 779 : 39 Cri L Jour 38, 

' Emperor v. Bishan Sahai 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 330 (332) : 28 Cri L Jour 347, Tamezhhan v. Bajjabali Mir. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 277 (2S0) : 26 Cri L Jour 29, Gay an Singh v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Bom 117 (119) : 43 Bom 147: 20 Cr. L.J.71 .Madhav v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 111 (112):20 Cr.L.J. 657, Bamnarayan Amarchand v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 177 (183) : 51 Bom 310: 28 Cri L Jour 373, Sc.jmal Punam- 
chand v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 463 (465) : 4 Ind Cas 13 (Cal), Girwardliarilal v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 580 (581) : 26 Cri L Jour 369, Patit Paban Bay v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 903 (905) : 26 Cri L Jour 594, Ray an Ullah v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 265 (267) : 1 Lah 562 : 21 Cr. L. J. 626, Pahlad v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 274 (275) : 28 Cri L Jour 357, Muhammadi v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 258 (259) : 33 Mad 502 : 5 Ind Cas 847, Choragudi V enhatadri 
v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 550 (553): 16 Cri L Jour 323, Yirupana Gowd v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 353 (355) : 20 Cri L Jour 145, Krishna Iyer v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (494, 496) : 20 Cr. L. J. 354, Kmnaramuthu v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (699, 700): 49 Mad 74:20 Cr.L.J. 1513, In re MalluDora. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 857 (858):53 Mad 937:32 Cr.L.J. 30, In re BamarajuTevan. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Nag 73 (76) : 13 N. L. R 35 : 18 Cr.L. J. 339, Gunwantv. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 86 (88) : 6 Luck 441 : 32 Cr. L. J. 540, Dtibri Missirv. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 102 (103) : 32 Cri L Jour 611, Abdur Rahim v. Emperor. 

14. (’37) AIR 1937 All 714 (717, 718): ILR (1937) All 779: 39 Cr.L.J. 38, Emperor 
v. Bishan Sahai. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 188 (189) : ILR (1939) Nag 297 : 38 Cr. L. J. 542, Ghasi Bam v. 
Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (158): 60 Bom 148: 37 Cr.L. J. 688, Sliapurgiv. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 149 (154):31 N.L.R.318:36Cr.L. J.1153, B.S.Buihar v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (195, 200) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 233 (235) : 18 S. L. R. 199 :.27Cr. L. J. 257, F.C. Woodward 
v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (493) : 20 Cr.L.J. 354, Kmnaramuthu. Pillai v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 266(267) : 34 Cr. L.J. 870 : 57 Bom 400, Mazaraliw Emperor. 

15. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (493) : 20 Cri L Jour 354. 
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Section 235 circumstances which might justify the Court in holding that the 

Note 2 alleged hiring or employing and the riot were parts of the same 

transaction . 10 

Where an offence is committed, the object of which is the 
concealment of another offence already committed or about to he 
committed, the two would ordinarily be considered to form parts of 
the same transaction . 17 Thus, a criminal misappropriation or a criminal 
breach of trust and a falsification of accounts for the purpose of 
concealing the former offence, or a charge of murder and of causing 
evidence thereof to disappear, or causing grievous hurt with the object 
of extorting a confession from a person and after his death forging 
entries to conceal the cause of death or misappropriation of ornament 
by a police-officer and subsequent alteration of entries in the police 
diaries to conceal the fact of misappropriation, will be considered to 
form parts of the same transaction . 18 Similarly, where a gang of dacoits 
lie ‘concealed waiting for nightfall in order to commit daeoity, but 

16 . (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 903 (905) : 26 Cr. L. J. 594, Nayan TJllaJi v. Emperor. 

17 . (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 289(290): 19 Pat 369, Ncbti Mandalv. Emperor. (Accused' 
may be tried under S. 302 and S. 201 at one trial — It is not necessary that the 
person to be convicted under S. 201 should be completely innocent of the murder.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 All 91 (95) : 39 Cri L Jour 364, Mirza Zahid Beg v. Emperor. 
(Primary offence and offence of destroying evidence of primary offence may form 
part of same transaction.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 440(141) : 19 Cr. L. J. 187, Emperor v. Jagatram. (Criminal 
breach of trust and falsification of accounts can be tried together if latter is made 
to conceal act of misappropriation.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 211 (211) : 25 Cri L Jour 964, Shaft v. Emperor. (Theft and 
then beating complainant to prevent him from making complaint.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 843 (844) : 30 Cr. L. J. 958, Mangal Sen v. Emperor. (Crimi- 
nal breach of trust and falsification of accounts to conceal it.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 775 (776) : 22 Cr. L. J. 230, Gajadhar Lai v. Emperor. (Cri- 
minal breach of trust and falsification of accounts.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 673 (674) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1503 : 58 Mad 178, Srirengachariar 
v. Emperor. (Theft of railway ticket and making forged entries thereon.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 136 (140) : 34 Cr. L. J. 505 : 29 Nag L R 251, Mrs. M. F. 
Bego v. Emperor. (Charge under Ss. 302 and 201, Penal Code.) 

(’02) 26 Mad 125 (127) : 2 Weir 295, Krishnasami Pillai v. Emperor. (Charges of 
falsification of accounts and destruction of account books — Falsification of 
accounts not for the purpose of destroying account books — Destruction of account 
books not for concealing the falsification — Not same transaction.) 

(’12) 15 Ind Cas 485 (486) : 13 Cr. L. J. 485 (L B), Nga Tha Gyi v. Emperor. 

(House-trespass and assault on complainant while on his way to police-station.) 
(’13) 40 Cal 318 (321) : 20 I, C. 412 : 14 Cr. L. J. 428, Emperor v. Jibanlcristo. 

(Charge of criminal breach of trust and falsification of accounts to conceal it.) 
(’23) AIR 1923 Bom 262 (263) : 25 Cri L Jour 1349, Hanmappa Budrappa v. 

Emperor. (Murder and being accessory after the fact.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 137 (137) : 13 I. C. 825 (Bom), Emperor v. Balwant Rondo. 
(Causing grievous hurt for the purpose of extorting information and making false 
entries to attribute another cause for the death of the injured person.) 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 731 (733) : 8 I. C. 936 : 4 S L R 174, Emperor v. Bawa Manghnidas. 
(Murder and causing disappearance of evidence of the murder.) 

[But see (’22) AIR 1922 All 244 (245) : 23 Cr. L. J. 671, Bechai v. Emperor. ■ 
(Cheating and then stealing articles to destroy evidence of cheating do not form 
part of the same transaction.)] 

18 . (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 178(181) : 31 N L R 337 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1216, Bamsheshan 
v. Emperor. (Embezzlement and falsification of accounts for the purpose of con-, 
cealing the embezzlement form one transaction.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 233 (235) : 18 Sind L R 199 : 27 Cr. L. J. 257, F. C. Wood - 
ward v. Emperor. 

See also the cases cited in foot-note 17. 
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being seen by a woman, kill her fearing detection, and thereafter 
commit dacoity, the murder and daeoity will form parts of the same 
transaction. 19 But an offence A and an offence B the object of which 
is to conceal offence C, cannot be considered to be parts of the same 
transaction. 20 

Where there is a conspiracy having a definite object in view, and 
several offences are committed in pursuance of such conspiracy, the 
several offences will generally form parts of the same transaction. 21 
But isolated acts committed by individual conspirators during the 
continuance of the conspiracy and not committed in pursuance of the 
conspiracy are not parts of the same transaction with the conspiracy 
itself. 22 

All offences committed in prosecution of a common object will 
generally be parts of the same transaction. 23 As to illustrative cases 


19. (’02) 4 Bom L R 789 (791), Emperor v. Pumja. 

20. (’19) AIR 1919 Lah 440 (441) : 19 Cr. L. J. 187, Emperor v. Jagat Pam. 

21. (’88) AIR 1938 P G 130 (133) : 65 1 A 158 : 32 S L R 476 : 1 L R (1938) 2 Cal 295 : 
39 Cri L Jour 452 (PC), Babulal Choivkhani v. Emperor. (If several persons 
conspire to commit offences and commit overt acts in pursuance of the conspiracy, 
these acts are committed in the course of the same transaction, which embraces 
the conspiracy and the acts done under it.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (140) : 40 Cr. L.J.579, Ramchandra Rango v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 195 (201):39Cr.L.,T, 417, Ramkri shim v. Emperor. (Charge of 
offences committed as part of same transaction with offence of conspiracy — No 
misjoinder.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 253 (2G0) : I L B (1933) 1 Cal 5S8 : 39 Cri L Jour 596, Akhil 
Randhu v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 193S Sind 171 (173) : I L R (1939) Ear 204 : 39 Cr. L. J. 890, Emperor 
v. Balumal Hotcliand. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 269 (271) : 38 Cri L Jour 1018, Sanyasi Gain v. Emperor. 
(But to make a joint trial legal, the accusation must be a real one and not a mere 
excuse for a joinder of charges which otherwise cannot be joined.) 

•(’37) 41 Cal W N 251 (255), C. S. Joseph v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 193G Cal 753 (759) : 38 Cri L Jour 545, Rash Behari v. Emperor. (The 
principle will also apply where the several offences are committed by different 
persons.) 

.(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (196) : 19 C W-N 67G (686) : 42 Cal 957 : 16 Cr.L. J. 497, 
Amritalal Hazra v. Emperor. (If A, B and C conspire to make or have in 
possession or under control an cxplosivo substance, and if in pursuance of such 
conspiracy, A has in his possession an explosive substance, they may be charged 
and tried together under S. 120B, Penal Code, and S. 4 (6), Explosive Substances 
Act, 1908.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 406 (407) : 56 Bom 304 : 33 Cr.L.J. GGG, Emperor v. Ramrao. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107 (112): 49 Cal 573: 23 Cr.L.J. 657, Abdul Salim v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 88 (94) : 57 Mad 645 : 35 Cr.L.J. 631, Venkata Hanumantha 
Rao v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh86(89) : 8 Luck 286 : 34 Cr.L.J. 12i, Eunwar Sen v. Emperor. 

(Conspiracy to start bogus bank and cheating and forgery in pursuance thereof.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 98 (99) : 1 Rang 604 : 25 Cr.L.J. 270, Emperor v. Nga Aung 
Gyaw. (Conspiracy to boycott.) 

•(’26) AIR 1926 Rang 53 (57) : 27 Cri L Jour 669, Abdul Rahman v. Emperor. (AIR 
1915 Cal 688 and A I R 1924 Rang 98, followed.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 367 (368) : 46 Cal 712 : 20 Cr.L.J. 122, Kailash Chandra Pal 
v. Emperor. (Accused misrepresenting to joint debtors and recovering excess 
amount from them — Offences being committed in same place and time and in 
pursuance of same conspiracy are triable together.) 

•22. (’37) AIR 1937 All 714 (718) : I L R (1937) ‘All 779 : 39 Cr.L.J. 38, Emperor 
v. Bishan Sahai. 

23. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 367 (367, 368) : 7 Lah 264 : 27 Cri L Jour 803, Bahadur 
Singh v. Emperor. 


Section 235 
Hote 2 



1368 


TRIAL FOR MORE OFFENCES 


'Section 235 of acts forming parts of the same transaction, see the undermentioned 
Note 2 decisions . 21 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 843 (844) : 30 Cr. L. J.958, Mangal Sen v. Emperor. (Series 
of falsifications of accounts made to cover a single act of defalcation.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (202): 43 Mad 411: 21 Cr.L. J. 297, W. H. Loclcleyv. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 634 (637) : 29 Cr.L.J. 728, Habib Khan v. Emperor. (Accused 
having common object of taking away complainants and confining them until they 
agreed to work for H — H not present at place from where complainants were taken 
away, but present at place of confinement — Complainants confined with his 
knowledge — Offences form part of the same transaction.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 367 (363) : 1 Ind Cas 682 (Mad), Venkata Bcdcly v. Emperor. 
(Several acts done at different times to demonstrate the power of the accused.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 251 (251) : 14 Ind Cas 603 (Mad), V enkataramiah v. Emperor. 
See also S. 239 Note 8. 

24. (’40)44 Cal W N 340(343), Ahmadar Bahaman v. Emperor. (Accused alleged 
to have made up his mind to obtain insurance money from insurance company 
by fraud, and to that end setting fire to his shop and after the fire putting in a 
claim for the money — Attempt to cheat and arson are parts of same transaction 
— No misjoinder.) 

(’40) 1940 Mad W N 865(867), Subba Bao v. Emperor. (User of four forged docu- 
ments at registration of a sale deed and obtaining money.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Mad 59 (59) : 40 Cri L Jour 211, In re TJppara Dodda Narasa.- 
(Offences of murder and preferring false complaint of murder though form part 
of the same transaction should not be jointly tried as such joint trial will be- 
very embarrassing to the accused.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Pat 577 (579): 18 Pat 450 : 40 Cri L Jour 625, Emperor v. Maya- 
dhar Pothal. (Offences under Ss. 302, 392 and 411, Penal Code.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 All 91 (95) : 39 Cri L Jour 364, Mirza Zahid Beg v. Emperor . 
(Primary offence of causing death and offence of destroying evidence of the 
primary offence.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 95 (96) : 39 Cri L Jour 341, Manni Lai v. Emperor. (An 
offence under S. 147, 1. P. G., has been made a substantive offence by the Penal 
Code and there is no illegality in the accused being charged under that section 
in addition to charges under Ss. 323 and 325, 1. P. C.) 

(’37) 1937 Mad W N 463 (464), Ganganna v. Emperor. (Accused determined to 
murder G and P, murdering G and then going to P’s house and murdering him 
— Fact that G and P lived about 250 yards apart does not mean that the two- 
murders were not parts of the same transaction.) 

(’36) 30 Sind L R 238 (240), Manghan Khan v. Emperor . (There is nothing, 
incongruous between a charge of attempted murder under S.307, I. P. C., which 
also includes hurt, and a charge under S. 326, 1. P. C., for grievous hurt.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 8 (9) : 32 Cri L Jour 3.18, Prafulla Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Intention to defalcate a certain amount — Any act done to achieve the object as 
making false entries forms part of the same transaction.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 88 (88) : 24 Cri L Jour 155, Gancshi Lai v. Emperor. (Offence- 
of keeping gaming house and offence of using it.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 137 (137): 24 Cri L Jour 153, Bam Prasad v. Emperor. (Gang 
of dacoits robbing several carts on road at short intervals.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 545 (546) : 56 Bom 488 : 34 Cr. L. J. 357, Sanjiv Bainappa 
v. Emperor. (Charges of causing hurt, wrongful confinement and forgery to cover 
up the other offences.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 647 (648) : 25 Cri L Jour 343, Bilas Chandra Banerjce v.. 
King-Emperor. (Criminal misappropriation and criminal breach of trust by a 
public servant — Public servant framing incorrect record — Falsification of record.)' 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 974 (977) : 1904 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 53 (55), Emperor v. Har- 
cliaran Singh. (Intimidation to make and subsequent making of defamatory 
statements.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 369 (376) : 2 Luck 631 : 29 Cri L Jour 129, Bam Prasad v. 

Emperor. (Joinder of charges under Ss. 121 A and 120B, I. P. C., is not illegal.)' 
(’03) 2 Low Bur Rul 23 (24), King-Emperor v. Nga To. (Stealing cattle for the- 
purpose of obtaining money for their restoration.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 346 (347): 10 I.C. 946 (Cal), Jagadishv. Atma Bam. (Personating 
a police-officer and committing extortion and cheating on the strength thereof.) 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 552 (553) : 1904 IJpp Bur Rul 1st Qr 1, Emperor v. Nga San 
Dun. (It was however stated that it is not desirable that there should be a con- ' 
viction for the smaller offences — This, it is submitted, is not correct.) 
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(’84) 7 All 29(34, 35) : 1884 AWN 220, Empress v. Dungar. (Rioting and liurt.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 All 299 (301) : 47 AH' 284 : 26 Cr.L.J. 68S, Earn Sulch v. Emperor . 
(Affray and hurt.) 

(’86) 1886 Eat 228 (228, 229), Queen-Empress v. Kashinath Mahadov. (Offences 
under Ss. 457 and 380 of the Penal Code.) 

(’88) 1888 Pun Ee No. 8 Cr, p. 11 (12), Empress v. Maihurram. (Ss. 457 and 480.) 
(’85) 1885 Pun Ee No. 32 Cr, p. 70(75, 76), Jafir Khan v. Empress. (Eioting and 
hurt during such rioting.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 673 (674) : 35 Cr.L.J. 1503:58 Mad 178, Srirangachariar v. 
Emperor. (Theft of railway ticket and committing forgery thereon.) 

(’92) 6 C P L E Cr 36 (37), Empress v. Padam Singh. (Theft from child and 
hurting it to prevent it from giving information to any one.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Nag 156 (156) : 26 Cri L Jour 327, Twkaram v. Ganpat. (Several 
acts forming one transaction — Joint trial can be held.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 28 (29) : 33 Cr. L. J. 275 .Emperor v. Zamin. (A joint trial 
for oSences under Ss. 366 and 368, Penal Code, is not illegal where the whole 
chain of events beginning with the kidnapping or abduction and ending with the 
discovery of the woman can fairly be regarded as forming one and the same 
transaction.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 76 (78) : 4 Low Bur Eul 104, Emperor v. Mi Thin. (Owning of 
common gaming house and also taking part in gambling.) 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 464 (466) : 4 Low Bur Eul 199 (FB), T wet Pc v. Emperor. (Theft 
and taking gratification to restore stolen property.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 415 (416) : 6 I. C. 880 : 3 Sind L E 224, Impcrator v. Baradi. 
(There is nothing improper in the accused being charged with and tried at one 
trial for the two offences under Ss. 147 and 332 read with S. 149, Penal Code.) 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 861 (862) : 35 All 63 : 17 I. C. 797, Badri Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Conviction at one trial of offences under Ss. 467 and 471 is legal.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 11 (12) : 39 All 623:18 Cr.L.J. 788, Kaiwaru Bai v. Emperor. 
(Members of an unlawful assembly causing hurtfto one person nnd by a separate 
act causing hurt to another— The offences under Ss. 323 and 147 can be tried jointly.) 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 609 (610) : 16 I. C. 257 (Cal), Pulin Bchari Dasv. King -Emperor. 
(Offences under Ss. 123 and 121A, Penal Code, can be tried jointly.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 501 (502) : 15 Ind Cas 645 (Bom), Emperor v. Lalji Bhanji. 
(Criminal breach of trust and falsification of accounts — Offences under Ss. 408 
and 465, Penal Code.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 137 (137) : 13 I. C. 825 (Bom), Emperor v. Balwant Kondo. 
(Causing grevious hurt to a person to extort information and making false entries 
to attribute another cause for the death of the injured person.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pe3h 99 (100), Gopicliand v. Emperor. (Offences made punishable 
under Ss. 239 and 240, Penal Code, can be jointly tried.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 177 (179) : 29 Cri L Jour 522, Dagdi Dagdya v. Emperor. 
(OSences under Sections 193 and 182, Penal Code.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 41 (41) : 42 Cal 760 : 16 Cr. L. J. 120, Deputy Superintendent 
andBemembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengali. Kailash Chandra Ghosh. (OSences 
under Ss. 347 and 352 read with S. 114.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 255 (256, 257) : 35 Cr. L. J. 256, Jethanand y. Emperor. 
(OSences under Ss. 45 and 43 (1) (i) read with S. 47, Bombay Abkari Act, 1878.) 
(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 371 (372) : 41 Mad 727 : 19 Cr.L.J. 613 .Baghuvalu N amber 
v. Singaram. (Ss. 352 and 504, Penal Code.) , 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 26 (27) : 42 All 12 : 20 Cr. L. J. 642, Bobu Bam v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 190 (194), Bishunath v. Emperor. (Eioting — OSences com- 
mitted under Ss. 147, 333, 302 and 396 — Joint trial legal.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 203 (204) : 16 Cr. L. J. 761 : 40 Bom 97, Jivram Danharji v. 

Emperor. (Forging and using the document is one transaction.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat483 (485):13 Pat 161:36 Cr.L.J. 342, BamnathBai v. Emperor. 
(Property stolen on difierent occasions — Dishonest retention forms a single- 
transaction.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bang 357 (358, 359) : 37 Cr.L.J. 3, MaungKaung Kywcv. Emperor. 
(On two consecutive nights oSences under Ss. 447 and 448, Penal Code, were 
committed by accused in respect of property over which they asserted a right of 
possession — Held that as those two oSences formed part of the same transaction, 
joint trial was valid under S. 235.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 250 (251) : 3 Pat LJ 433 : 19 Cr.L.J. 446, Bali Sahur. Emperor. 
(OSences under S.47(a), Bihar and Orissa Excise Act, and S. 9 (c) and (f) can be- 
tried together.) 
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.Section 23 S 
Note 2 


Seo also tlao undermentioned eases 25 for instances of acts not 
forming parts of the same transaction. 


(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 484 (487) : 11 C W N 715, Emperor v. Sri Narain. (Offences 
undor Ss. 420, 4GG, 4GS, 471 and 419, Penal Code.) 

(’07) G Cr. L. .T. 44G (449) (Lah), Gowardhan Das v. Emperor. (Assaulting the 
police officers discharging (heir duty and hurting some of them — Offences under 
3s. 147 and 332, Penal Code, can be tried jointly.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 5 (5) : 19 Cr.L.J. 34, Emperor v. Nga Lu Gale. (Posses- 
sion of cocaine, and possession of opium punishable under the Excise Act and 
the Opium Act respectively.) 

(’02) 2 Low Bur Rul 19(21), NgaTa Pu v. King-Emperor. (Theft and dishonestly 
receiving or disposing of stolen property.) 

<’12) 13 Cr. L. -T. 59 (GO) : 13 I.C. 395 (Low Bur), Nga Po Shal v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 242 (243) : 1918 Pun Re No. 12 Cr: 19 Cr.L.J. 510, Emperor 
v. Muhammad Hussain. (Preparing several false records for screening the 
offenders from punishment.) 

(’80) 10 Bom 493 (49G), Queen-Empress v. Salcharam Bliau. (Offences under 
Ss. 380 and 457, Penal Code.) 

(’85) 7 All 29 (35) : 1884 A W N 220, Queen-Empress v. Dungar Singh. (Rioting 
and voluntarily causing grievous hurt.) 

[See also (’0G) 2 Bom IT C R Cr 392 (393), Beg. v. Narayan Krishna. (Mischief 
and theft.)] 

25. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 509 (510) : (1910) 1 M L .T 428 (429) : 41 Cr. L. J 591, 
In re Boya Lingadu. (Two distinct offences of theft in two separate houses or 
in the alternative two charges under S. 411 in respect of properties stolen from 
two houses tried together— Trial bad for misjoinder.) 

.('39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (143) : 40 Cr. L. J. 579, Bamchandra Bango v. Emperor. 
(Conspiracy to commit critninnl breach of trust — Misappropriation of funds com- 
mitted — Ne w circums'ances arisingnnd parties agreeing to make a fraudulent ad- 
justment of their accounts with a view to prolong refund of money misappropriated 
— This second conspiracy cannot be tacked on to a charge on the former conspiracy.) 

■(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 32 (33) : 40 Cr. L. J. 290, Emperor v. Afsaruddi Naseraddi. 
(Two murders and offence of causing grievous hurt committed at different times 
and places during same night — No evidence to suggest any connexion between 
the incidents — Incidents do not form part of the same transaction.) 

-(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 7G9 (770) : 40 Cr.L.J. 280, AHIIyderv. Emperor. (It. is doubtful 
whether an offence under 8. 37G committed by five persons before the end of 
September 193G can rightly be held to bo a part of the samo transaction as an 
offence under S. 377, Penal Code committed by three of them between the end 
of December 193G and the end of June 1937.) 

•(’38) ILR (1938) 1 Cal 98 (10S, 109), Kamala Kanla Bay v. Emperor. (Offence 
of cheating by personation tried along with offences under Ss. 302 and 394 — 
Fact that accused entered complainant’s service by cheating him by personating 
as a Brahmin and after an year killed complainant’s wife will not make cheating 
part of the samo transaction as murder.) 

(’37) 1937 Mad W N 209 (209), Appalaswami v. Emperor. (Six counts of bribery and 
six counts of false personation, the counts of bribery relating to different dates and 
different persons and the counts of false porsonntion relating to different persons 
— Offences committed on same day but at different times of tlio day — Joint trial 
is bad.) 

.(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 188 (189) : I L R (1939) Nag 297 : 38 Cr. L. J. 542, Ghasi Bam 
v. Emperor. (Offence of sale of opium without a licence is quite dissociable from 
the offence of importing foreign opium into British India, and cannot form part 
of the same transaction.) 

-(’3G) AIR 193G Bom 154 (157) : GO Bom 148 : 37 Cr. L. J. G8S, Shapurji Sorabji 
v. Emperor. (Charges under Ss. 408, 409, 4G7, 471, 420 and 403, Penal Code, 
against two accused— Charges of forgery in respect of different consignments of 
tickets supplied at intervals in batches — Held, offences committed in connexion 
with any one consignment of books would bo part of same transaction but offences 
committed in connexion with any other consignment of books would not bo part 
of the same but similar transaction.) 

-(’36) AIR 193G Lah 507 (507) : 37 Cr. L. J .722, Bahaliv. Emperor. (Twooffcnces 
under S. 457 and S. 324 read with S. 34, Penal Code, committed on different dates 
cannot possibly be considered to be part of one and the same transaction.) 
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(’19) AIR 1919 All 239 (239) : 20 Cr. L. J. 353, Fauja v. Emperor. (One trial for 
two offences of trible and double murders is unjustifiable if the offences do not 
represent a series of acts forming the same transaction.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 40S (109) : 22 Cr. L. J. 397, Bam Sahai v. Emperor. (Several 
offences committed by several groups of accused, some but not all being common 
— Joint trial improper.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 111 (112, 114) : 20 Cr. L. J. G57, Bamnarayan Amarchana 
v. Emperor. (Preparation of balance sheets for tbe years 1912 and 1913 could not 
be regarded as forming tbe same transaction.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 822 (829, 830) : 7 C W N 039, Bircndrei Lai v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 237 (237) : 19 Cr. L. J. 80S, Emperor r. Ba jcnnra Boy. (Three 
charges of criminal misappropriation committed by accused within a year added 
to by another charge of offence under S. 210, Penal Code, not committed within the 
same year — Held, offence under S. 210 did not form one transaction with other 
offences.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 193 (195) : 27 Cr. L. J. 793, Fit: Maurice v. Emperor. (Four 
distinct acts on different dates relating to four different documents charged under 
S. 477A, I. P. C.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 512 (512, 513) : 34 Cr. L. J. 402, Ajaib Singh v. Emperor. 

(First charge related to an attempt to rob G near village B on a particular night 
— Robbery of P near villnge A' with deadly weapons on the next night.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 030 (G31) : 30 Cri L Jour G70, Dhan Singh v. Emperor. 

(’02) 26 Mad 454 (455, 45G) : 2 Weir 29G, Chehutty v. Emperor. (Kidnapping of 
X and assault next day on T.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 2GG (2G7), Laxumana v. Eamala. (Defamation published by 
word of mouth of five different persons.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 395 (397), Collet v. Emperor. (Two separate and independent 
occurrences.) 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 32G (328), Ycnhata Subbayya v. Emperor. (A joint trial of 
charges under Ss. 40G and 474, Penal Code is not legal, where the acts constituting 
the two offences could not be said to be so connected together as toformthesame 
transaction.) 

(1900) 1 Low Bur Rul 3G1 (3G2), Kga San Daih v. Crou-n. (Merc proximity in 
time between two nets does not necessarily constitute them parts of the same 
transaction.) 

( ’05) 2 Cri L Jour 847 (848, 850) : 9 C W N 1027, Bam Samp v. Emperor. 
(Dishonest receipt of stolen property which forms the proceeds of several thefts.) 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 281 (302) : 10 Bom L R 848, Emperor v. Bal Gangadhar Tilalc. 
(Separate newspaper articles written week after week are not parts of the same 
transaction.) 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 497 (502, 503, 504) : 4 Low Bur Rul 291 : 14 Bur L B 242 (FB), 
S. P. Chattcrjce v. King-Emperor. (Screening murderer of A and screening 
murderer of B.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 291 (291) : 3 Ind Cas 4GG (All), Nithuri v. Emperor. (Taking of 
ornaments from X and pushing her into well — It is submitted that the latter 
act being to conceal the former, the nets form parts of the same transaction.) 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 452 (453) : 4 Ind Cas 1 (Cal), Lashari v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 47G (478, 479) : 4 Ind Cas 28 (Cal), Parmcshwar Lai v. Emperor. 

(Cheating A and criminal misappropriation against B on different occasions.) 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 293 (294) : G Ind Cas 242 (Mad), Musalappa v. Emperor. 
(Permitting cattle to trespass in reserve forest, rioting and rescuing cattle after 
they were impounded.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 5G7 (567) : 12 Ind Cas 055 (Mad), BaghavcndraBaoy. Emperor. 
(Different acts — Unconnected — Not one transaction.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 11G (117) : 18 Ind Cas G7G (All), Shanhcr v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278) : 33 Cri L Jour 619, Erislinaji Aiiant v. Emperor. 
(Offences under Ss. 380 and 457, I. P. C. — A mere common purpose does not 
constitute a transaction.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 387 (388) : 6 C W N 550, Mohendro Nath v. Emperor. (Offences 
under Ss. 411 and 489.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 90 (98):3GCr. L. J. 744, Diwan Singh v. Emperor. (Composing 
of article, editing and printing at one place and publishing it at different places 
at different times cannot be regarded as one set of acts forming the same 
transaction.) 


Section 235 
Note 2 
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Section 235 
Notes 3-5 


3. “More offences than one.” — The section is not controlled 
by S. 234. There is nothing in the section to warrant the rule that not 
more than three offences can he combined even if those offences have 
been committed in the course of tho same transaction. 1 Nor is a trial 
illegal by reason of containing more than three offences spread over a 
period longer than a year. 2 But a multitude of accusations which will 
result in bewildering the accused and prejudicing him in his defence 
ought not to Be permitted. 3 

4. “Are committed by the same person.” — The expression 
“by the same person' indicates that where there are more than one 
accused, this section is inapplicable. To such cases S. 239 will apply. 
See Notes to s. 233. 

5. “May be tried at one trial.” — The provisions of this section 
are only enabling and not imperative and therefore, though they 
provide for a joint trial, yet a separate trial for each of the offences 
is not illegal. 1 As a matter of fact, if there is a risk of embarrassing 
the defence, a joinder of charges should not be resorted to. 2 Nor is it 
necessary that the accused should be tried for all the offences committed 
by the same acts. Thus, where the accused, by a speech abets an 
offence under S. 122 of the Penal Code and by the same speech also 
abets the offence of dacoity, he can be tried for each of the offences 


Note 3 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (184) : ILR (1939) Bom 42 : 40 Cr. L. J. 118, Emperor 
v. liaramah Gulamali. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 19 (22) : 22 Cri L Jour Gil, Sanuman v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 192G Ouclh 1G1 (105) : 20 Cr. L. .1. 1G02, Jhshambar Nath v. Emperor. 
[Hut see (’Si) G All 121 (124, 123) : 18S3 All \Y N 241, Empress v. Earn Partah. 
(Obiter).] 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 090 (095) :2G Cr.L.J. 1513:49 Mud 74, In rc Mallu Dora. 
(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 25S (2G0):33 Mad 502:5 1.C. 847, Choragudi Vcnkatadri v. Emperor. 

3. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 57(G0):2S S LR 119:35 Cr.L.J. 1337, Dur Md. v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’80) 1SSG Rat 307 (308), Queen-Empress v. Uyra. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 341 (345) : 52 Cal 253:20 Cr.L.J. 487, Alimuddi v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Bat 13 (14):6 Pat 208:27 Cr.L.J. 1100, Abdul Hamid v. Emperor. 
(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 444 (440), Nga San Dun v. Queen-Empress. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 231 (232) : 29 Cri L Jour 9S1, Emperor v. Rama Dcoji. 

(’82) S Cal 481 (4S3) : 4 Shomc L R 282, Amcruddxn v. Farid Sarkar. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1030 (1037) : 10 Cri L Jour 717, In rc Scnnimalai Goundan. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 59 (59) : 40 Cr.L.J. 211, In rc Uppara Dodda Narasa. (It 
is very embarrassing to the accused to have to answer a charge of murder at the 
same time as a charge of wilfully preferring a false complaint of murder — It is 
also embarrassing to the prosecution and may lead to failure of justice.) 

(’37) 41 Cal W N 414 (414, 415), Abdul Gafur v. Emperor. (Charges under Ss. 302, 
3G4 and 201 — Joint trial before one jury held improper.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 753 (759) : 38 Cr. L. J. 545, Rash Bchari Shaw v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 341 (345) : 52 Cal 253 : 20 Cr.L.J. 4S7, Alimuddi v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 All 19 (21) : 22 Cri L Jour 041, Sanuman v. Emperor. 

(’90) 15 Bom 491 (497), Queen-Empress v. Faknapa. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 413 (414) : 2G Cr. L. J. 407, Surcndra Lai v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 090 (G97) : 20 Cr. L. J. 1513 : 49 Mad 74, In rc il Iallu Dora. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 401 (401) : 3 Luck 004 : 29 Cr.L.J. 801, Rasul v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (195) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 57 (G0):28 SLR 119:35 Cr.L.J. 1337, Dur Md. v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 573 (574) : 24 Cr. L. J. 72 : 50 Cal M,Radha Nath 
v. Emperor.] 
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under this section, hut as this section is controlled as regards the 
offence against the State under S. 122, by the provisions of s. 196 of the 
Code, its operation in this case could be restricted to the offence of 
dacoity alone. 3 * S. A joint trial of several offences in cases not authorised 
by the Code is an illegality and not merely an irregularity.' 1 (see Notes 
under section 233.) 

6. “Trial” includes conviction The word “trial” in this 

section includes conviction. 1 

7. Sub-section (2). — Where the same facts will constitute 
different offences, this sub-section authorizes a combined trial in 
respect of all of them. 1 Thus, where a girl of fifteen went out of her 
husband’s hut at night and the accused seized her and took her away, 
the act will amount to an offence both of kidnapping and abduction 
and under sub-s.(2) can be tried at one trial. 2 But, under S.71, Penal 
Code, the offender cannot be punished with a more severe punishment 
than can be awarded for any one of the offences constituted. 3 

8. “Constitute, when combined, a different offence” — 
Sub-section (3). — An offence of theft under S. 379 of the Penal Code 
and an offence of taking a gift to restore stolen property under s. 216 
of the Penal Code cannot be said to form, when combined, a different 
offence. 1 An offence under S. 143 (unlawful assembly) and an offence 
under S. 353 (assault on a public servant) may, when combined, become 
an offence under s. 147. 2 See also the undermentioned case. 3 

9. Sub-section (4). — See Notes to S. 35 and the undermentioned case. 1 

10. Illustration (J). — See the undermentioned case. 1 

11. Sections 234, 235 and 236, if mutually exclusive. — See Note 2 

under S. 239. 


3. (’01) 2-5 Bom 90 (98) : 2 Bom L R 653, Queen-Empress v. Anant Puranick. 

4 (’35) AIR 1935 Nng 90 (98) :'36 Or. L. J. 744, Dhvan Singh v. Emperor. 

(’35) 1935 Mad W N 1286 (1287), Earuppa Goundan v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’10) 11 Or. L. .T. 415 (416) : 6 I. G. 880 : 3 S. L. R. 224, Tmpcrator v. Baradi. 
(Joint trial for two offences under Ss. 147, 332 and 149 is not illegal.) 

Note 7 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 All 74 (75): 37 Cr. L. J. 382, Chhotclal v. Emperor. (Joint trial 
is competent for two offences, one under S. 353, Penal Code, and another under 

S. 295, U. P. Municipalities Act.) . 

[See (’35) 156 Ind Cas 972 (972) : 36 Cri L Jour 1037 (Sind), Khimji Ehetsi v. 
Emperor. (Where the same facts will constitute different offences, the indictment 
may, and ought to, charge each such offence so as to meet every possible view 
of the case.)] 

2. (’33) AIR 1933Cal676(678):60Call394:34Cr hJ .1219, Bajabuddinsr. Emperor. 

3. (’35) 156 I. C. 972 (972) : 36 Or. L. J. 1037 (Sind), Khimji Ehetsi v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 226 (228), Qucen-Empressr. Nga Tun Byu. 

2. (’85) 12 Cal 495 (498), Chandra Kant v. Queen-Empress. 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (664) : 39 Cri L Jour 156, Emperors. Haria Dhobi. 
(Robbery, charge of — Hurt caused by offender while trying to get away with the 
property — Offence of hurt is included in the robbery and where the latter charge 
is to be tried by a jury, a separate charge for hurt to be tried by the Judge with 
assessors is not justified — Decision does not appear to be correct.) 

Note 9 

1. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 LowBurRul 226 (228), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun Byu. 

Note 10 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 71 (75): 49 Bom 878: 27Cr.L.J. 114, Emperor v. Abdul Gani. 


Section 235 
Rotes 5-11 
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Section 23S 
Rotes 12-14 


Section 236 


12. Failure to charge under sub-section (1)— Subsequent trial therefor 
— Section 403 — See S. 403 and Notes thereto. 

13. Joint trial for several charges not forming part of 
same transaction — Effect. — A joint trial of several charges in 
respect of acts not forming parts of the same transaction is illegal and 
is not cured by S. 537. 1 See also S. 233 Note 5, S. 234 Note 7 and S. 537 
Note 10. 

14. Offences forming part of same transaction — Jurisdiction 
to try. — The accused wore charged under s. 420 read with S. 120B, 
Penal Code. The conspiracy was entered into at B where the accused 
lived, but one or two acts of cheating were committed within the 
jurisdiction of the Court at P. It was held that the Court at P cOuld 
not bo clothed with jurisdiction to try the charge of conspiracy merely 
because the conspiracy and the different acts of cheating might form 
part of the same transaction . 1 Sec also Note 3 under s. 177. 


236 .* If a single act or series of acts is of 


* Code of 1882, S. 236, and Code of 1872, S. 455 — Sections same as 
that of 1898 Code ; Illustration (b) was added in 1898. 

Code of 1861 : S. 242. 

appears to the Magistrate that the facts which can bo 
established in evidence show a case falling within some one 
of two or moro sections of the Indian Penal Code, but it is 
doubtful which oi such sections will be applicable, or show 
the commission of one of two or more offences falling 
within the same section of the said Code, but it is doubtful 
which of such offences will be proved, the charge shall 
contain two or more heads, framed respectively under each of such section or 
charging respectively each of such offences accordingly. 


2-12, When it 

Cases of doubt as 
to the section which 
is applicable, or the 
offence which may 
be proved. 


Note 13 

1. (’38) ILR (1938) 1 Cal 98 (103, 113), Kaviala Kanta Bay v. Emperor. (Per 
Biswas, -T. — Where the contravention of the statute is in respect of the very 
important and salutary provisions relating to joinder of charges, there is such a 
bi’cach of the rules of procedure as to amount to an illegality going to the root of 
the trial, and therefore beyond the curative provisions of S. 537.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 1G4 (108) : ILR (1939) Kar 04 : 39 Cr. L. J. 881, Chuharmal 
Nirmaldas v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 507 (507) : 37 Cri L Jour 722, Bahali v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 149 (155):3GCr. L. J 1153 : 31N.L.R.31S, B.S.Buiharw Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 589 (589) : 15 Cri L Jour 472, Shyambar Koyal v. Emperor. 
(An objection ns to misjoinder of charges in a criminal case, whenever and 
wherever taken is fatnl to the conviction, and there must be a re-trial.) 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (143) : 40 Cri L Jour 579, Bamchandra Bango v. 
Emperor.. (The necessity of following the procedure relating to joinder of 
charges laid down by law is obviously dictated by reasons of practical expediency 
and justice, namely to simplify tho inquiry fromthepoint of view of tho accused.) 
(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 709 (770) : 40 Cri L Jour 2S0,- AH Hydar v Emperor. (Joint 
trial of charges under Ss. 342, 370 and 377 held, must havo operated to tho 
prejudice of the accused.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Bom 154 (159) : 00 Bom 148 : 37 Cr.L. J.688, Shapurji Sorabji 
v. Emperor. (Whenever there is joinder of charges prohibited by the law of 
procedure, particularly when thero is evidence called to prove the commission 
of offences extending over a long period, it is always extremely difficult to feel 
confident that the accused has not been prejudiced.)] 

Note 14 

1. (’30) AIR 1936 Mad 317 (317) : 37 Cri L Jour 034, In re Dani. 
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such a nature that it is doubtful which of several 
where it is doubtful offences the facts which can he pro- 
committed. ved will constitute, the accused may 

he charged with having committed all or any of such 
offences, and any number of such charges may be 
tried at once; or he may be charged in the alternative 
with having committed some one of the said offences. 

Illustrations 

(a) A is accused of an act •which may amount to theft, or receiving stolen 
property, or criminal breach of trust or cheating. He may be charged with theft, 
receiving stolen property, criminal breach of trust and cheating, or he may be 
charged with having committed theft, or receiving stolen property, or criminal 
breach of trust or cheating. 

(b) A states on oath before the Magistrate that he saw B hit C with a club. 
Before the Sessions Court A states on oath that B never hit C. A may be charged 
in the alternative and convicted of intentionally giving false evidence, although it 
cannot be proved which of these contradictory statements was false. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “ Which of several offences.” 

3. Theft and taking illegal grati- 

fication for the return of stolen 
property. 

4. Sections 236 and 239, if mutu- 

ally exclusive. See Note 2 under 
S. 239. 

5. Contradictory statements — Illus- 

tration (b). 

Other Topics 
Alternative charge in respect of common 
object. See Note 1. 

Alternative charges — When framed. 
See Note 1. 

Appellate Court — Section applies. See 
Note 1. 

Charges — Penal Code and special law. 
See Notes I and 2. 

Cognate offences. See Note 1. 
Contradictory statements — Both not 
offences — Effect. See Note 5. 
Contradictory statements — Falsity of 
either unknown. See Note 5. 
Contradictory statements — Same deposi- 
tion or not on same occasion or different 
occasions. See Note 5. 

Doubt as to facts and doubt as to law. 
See Notes 1, 2, 7 and 3. 


6. Murder and concealment of body 

to screen offender. 

7. Murder and culpable homicide- 

not amounting to murder and 
causing death by negligence. 

8. Principal offence and the abet- 

ment thereof. 

9. Alternative charges. 

10. Sentence. 

11. “ Series of acts,” meaning of. 
(miscellaneous) 

Effect of decision on subsequent trials. 
See Note 1. 

Falsity of contradictory statements. See 
Note 5. 

Form of charges. See Note 9. 

Judgment on alternative charges. See 
Notes 1 and G. 

Offences — Same or of different kind. 
See Note I. 

Punishment on alternative charges. See 
Notes 1 and 10. 

Section 182 or S. 211, Penal Code. See- 
Notes 1 and 2. 

Sections 302, 304, 307, 394 or S. 326, 
Penal Code. See Note 1. 

Sections 366 and 376, Penal Code. See 
Note 1. 

Statements under S. 161, Cr. P. Code. 
See Note 5. 


It Scope of the section. — This section and the next form- 
another exception to the general rule enacted in S. 233 that every 
charge shall be tried separately. They deal with a class of cases, 
which the language of s. 235 may fail to cover . 1 The stage at which* 


Section 23& 
Hotel 


Section 236 — Note 1 

1. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 135 (137):9 Nag L E 26:18 I.C. 887, Mahadcogir v. Emperor.- 
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this section applies is before the evidence is gone into in the case, in 
other words, before the trial begins. If at that stage the prosecution 
relies on certain facts, the proof of which is in its possession, and such 
facts give rise to an inference that the accused must have committed 
some one of several offences but it is not clear, in the absence of 
further facts, which one of them it is, the case falls under this section 
and the next. 2 To tako an illustrative case : Suppose before the trial 
begins the prosecution relies on the following facts as those which 
can be proved in the case : 

(1) that certain moveable property was stolen from the house of X ; 

(2) that the accused was in possession thereof ; and 

(3) that the accused is unable to explain such possession. 

These facts are not consistent with the innocence of the accused 
person, but give rise to an inference that he has committed some 
offence, and that it may either be theft punishable under S. 879 of the 
Penal Code or the offence of receiving stolen property punishable 
under S. 411 of the Penal Code. It is, howover, doubtful, without 
further facts, which one of the said two offences he has committed. 
This section applies to such a case and the accused may be charged 
■cumulatively with the offence of theft as well as of receiving stolen 
property or may be charged in the alternative, with the offence of 
theft or of receiving stolen property. 20 

Whore a charge is framed under this section, as in the above 
illustration, either cumulatively or in the alternative, and the trial 
2 >rocecds, and on the further facts disclosed in the evidence the doubt 
which existed at the beginning of the trial disappears, the accused 
should be convicted of the offence which has been 'proved to have 
been committed by him. 3 

Whore on such a charge the trial proceeds and at the end thereof 
the Court is still doubtful on the facts proved which one of the 
•offences charged has been committed by the accused, though it is clear 
that one or other of them must havo been committed, the Court 

2. (’3S) AIR 1938 Cnl 51 (G8, G9) : ILR (1938) 1 Cal 290 : 39 Cr.L. J. 1G1, Gololcc 
Bchari v. Emperor. 

(’3G) AIR 193G Cnl 79G (799) : G2 Cal 9DG : 37 Cr. L. ,T. 701, Istahar Iihondkar 
v. Emperor. (This matter cannot be affected by consideration whether the pro- 
secution will bo able to produce the ovidenco at the trial, or whether the Court 
or jury will believe it, if and when produced.) 

’3G) 37 Cri L Jour 728 (729) ; 1G2 I. C. 943 : G2 Cal 94G, Superintendent, Legal 
Affairs, Bengal v. Baghu Lai Brahman. 

‘(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (414, 415):59 Cal 8:32 Cr.L.J. 892, M char Sheikh v. Emperor. 
[But see (’3G) AIR 193G Bom 193 (19G) : GO Bom 485 : 37 Cr. L. J. 753, Emperor 
v. Abdul Bahiman. (The observation that the Section deals with cases where all 
the facts constituting tlio offeneo have been alleged and proved is not correct.)] 
2a. ('07) 5 Cri L Jour 479 (480) : 17 M L J 219, In re Kuppan Ambatam. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414(415): 59 Cal 8: 32 Cr.L.J. 892, Mchar Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 278 (280) : 19 I.O. 710 : 1913 Pun Re No. 8 Cr, Mohammad Shah 

v. Emperor. (Appellate Court can also do this.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 139 (140) : 57 Cal 801:31 Cr.L.J. 610, Bikr am Alix . Emperor . 
(Offence under Sections 395 and 457.) 

[Sec (-29) AIR 1929 Pat GG0 (GG1) : 8 Pat 731:31 Cri L Jour 362, Damodar Bam 
. v. Emperor. (Sections 380 and 414, Penal Code.)] 
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should pass judgment in the alternative . 4 The punishment- in such 
a case is for the offence for which the lowest punishment is provided 
if the same punishment is not provided for all (see s. 72 of the Penal 
Code). See also Rote 10. 

Where, in the above illustrative ease, a charge is framed for theft- 
only, hut in the evidence in the trial it is proved that the accused is 
guilty only of receiving stolen property, he may he convicted- of the 
latter offence though not charged with it, inasmuch as he could, on 
the facts relied upon at the beginning of the trial, have been charged 
•under this section. 5 (see S.237.) The undermentioned cases 5 have all 
been decided on this principle. 


4 . (’37) AIR 1937 All 754 (754) : 39 Cri L Jonr 152, Babu Ram v. Emperor. 

{’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (415) : 59 Cal S:32Cr.L.J.892, M char Sheikh v. Emperor. 

.{’14) AIR 1914 Lab 549(550):1 4 Cr.L.J. 664:1913 PR No. 11 Cr, Partapa v. Emperor. 

5. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 479 (480) : 17 M L J 219, In re Euppan Ambalam. 

■6. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 414 (410) : 41 Cr. L. J. 810 :21PLT 121 (123), Amir Hasan 
v. Emperor. (An accused charged under S. 295, Penal Code, can be convicted 
under S. 297, on the same facts, when they disclose an offence under section 297, 
though be was not charged under the latter section.) 

■(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 250 (251) : 38 Cr. L. J. 9S9, Rati Ram v. Emperor. (Ss. 448 
and 341, Penal Code — Offences under the same chapter of Penal Code are not 
necessary for applicability of section 230.) 

{’36) AIR 1936 All 337 (352) : 58 All 695 : 37 Cr. L. J. 794, Emperor v. Mathuri. 
(Where the accused were charged under Ss. 302 and 457, Peual Code, and the facts 
proved established an offence under S. 400, Penal Code, they could be convicted 
under that section, although they were not specifically charged with thatoffence.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 256 (2G0):2 Rang 80:25 Cr.L.J.907,Rampcrshadv.Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 374 (374) : 11 I. C. 142 (All), Chunnoo v. Emperor. (Charge for 
criminal breach of trust — Conviction for theft can be given.) 

■(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 596 (597) : 50 Cal 564 : 24 Cr.L.J. 372, Tulsi Toliniv. Emperor. 
(Offences under S. 379, Penal Code, and S. 54A, Calcutta Municipal Act.) 

■(’31) 1931 M1VN 861 (864), Sukkirappa Ooundan v. Emperor. (Ss. 307 and 506.) 

(’32), AIR 1932 All 580 (581) : 34 Cri L Jour 100, Abdul v. Emperor. (Accused 
charged under S. 366, Penal Code, can be convicted of rape.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 773 (773) : 31 Cr. L. J. 474, Kalachand Ghose v. Tatu SJiaik. 
(Sections 379 and 426, Penal Code.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 458 (459) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1294 ,GulabSingliv. Emperor. (Ss. 395 
and 458, Penal Cocle.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 4 (5) : 36 Cr. L. J. 112, Mangal Prasad v. Emperor. (Ses- 
sions Judge can convert conviction from S. 405 to S. 403, Penal Code.) 

(’35) 36 Cri L Jour 244 (245, 246) : 152 I. C. 1036 (Lah), Emperor v. Narinjan 
Singh. (Charge under S. 392 — Conviction under S. 379.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 130 (134) : 52 Bom 3S5 : 29 Cr. L. J. 403, Emperor v. Ismail 
Khaairsab. (Murder and theft.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Mad 565 (565) : 36 Cr.L.J. 113, RamaBoyan v. Emperor. (Person 
charged with S. 304 and S. 149 can be convicted under S. 304 with S. 34.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1 (6) : 47 Mad 746 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1297 (FB), In re Thccthu- 
malai Goundar. (Charge framed under Ss. 326 and 149, Penal Code — Conviction 
under S. 326, Penal Code, alone is not necessarily bad.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 302 (303) : 15 Cr. L. J. 680 (680), In re Suryanarayana Rao. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (428) : 13 Cr. L. J. 739 (741) : 37 Mad 236, In re Adabala 
Muthiyalu. (Charge under S. 397 — Conviction for grievous hurt.) 

.(’34) AIR 1934 All 872 (873) : 36 Cri L Jour 766, Dipchand v. Emperor. (Person 

. charged under S. 353, Penal Code, can be convicted under S. 358.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 173 (173, 174) : 28 Nag L R 218 : 34 Cr. L. J. 66, Dcorao v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 457, Penal Code — Conviction can be under S. 411.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 196 (197): 2 Luck 444: 28 Cr.L.J. 460, Mathura v. Emperor. 

, (Facts allowing charge of offence under S.395 or S. 457 — Conviction for latter is 
good.) 

{’32) AIR 1932 Pat 302 (303) : 34 Cri L Jour 83, Emperor v. Rashbehari Lai. 
(Charge under Ss. 302/149 — Conviction can be under S. 302.) 
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Section 236 

Note 1 (’31) AIR 1931 Lab 5GG (5GS) : 33 Cri L .Tour 315, Jogindar Singh v. Emperor. 

1 (Trial under Ss. 302/149, 1. P. C. — Conviction for hurt to companion of deceased 

without charge under S. 323, Penal Code, is competent.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 11 (14, 15) : 7 Pat 758 : 30 Cri L Jour 205, Bhondu Das v. 
Emperor. (Charge under Ss. 32G and 149 of Penal Code — Conviction given under 
Ss. 326 and 34 not bad.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 401 (402) : 31 Cri L Jour 59, Badha Krishna v. Jamnadas 
Falcpuria. (Accused tried under Ss. 381 and 411, Penal Code, can be convicted 
of an offence under S. 54, Calcutta Police Act.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 110 (111, 112) : 23 Cri L Jour 20G, Muthukanakku Pillai v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 147, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 352, Penal Code, 
can be given but not for abetment of assault.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pesh G7 (G8) : 36 Cr. L J 1438, Suraj Bhan v. Emperor. (Offence 
under Ss. 324/114 can be altered to one under Ss. 324/34 where latter charge could 
have been based on the facts proved.) 

(’12) 13 Cr L. J. 252 (254) : 14 I. G. G04 (Lab), Lai Ghand v. Emperor. (Charge 
under Ss. 232 and 235, Penal Code — Conviction under Ss. 235 and 195, Penal Code, 
permissible, though the latter section not mentioned in the charge.) 

(’75) 12 Bom H C R 1 (7), Beg. v. Bamajirao. (Trial under Ss. 409, 511, 167, 21& 
and 193, 1. P. C. — Conviction for attempting to cheat can be given.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 305 (305) : 20 Cri L Jour 4S7, Mahahir Singh v. Emperor. 
(Accused prosecuted only under S. 47, Bihar and Orissa Excise Act, can be 
convicted in addition under S. 55.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 450 (451) : 26 Cr. L. J. 211, Emperor v. G. J. Walker. (With 
charge under S. 304, Penal Code, conviction can be under S. 304A.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 297 (298) : 16 Cr.L. J. 305, Emperor v. Bamava Clicnnappa. 
(Although no charge under S. 304 A is framed at the trial for murder, on reference 
under S. 307, the High Court is competent to record conviction under S. 304A.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudli 162 (163) : 8 Luck 474 : 34 Cr. L. J. 385, Basdco Prasad v. 
Emperor. (Trial for offence under S. 395, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 323 
can be given — In so far as the Court adverts to the question of prejudice to the 
accused, it is submitted that it is not relevant and does not affect the decision. 
See Notes to S. 237.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 1G3 (164) : 28 Cr.L.J. 189, Gulabchand v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S. 147, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 1G0, Penal Code, is not illegal.) 
(’21) AIR 1921 All 261 (262) : 22 Cri L Jour 621, Sabir Hussain v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 72 (74) : 21 Cr.L.J. 410, Jagdco Parshad v. Emperor. (Accused 
charged under S. 467, Penal Code, can be convicted under S. 471.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 85 (8G) : 20 Cr. L. J. 525, Arshcd Molla v. Emperor. (Charges 
under Ss. 396, 397 and 460, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 411, Penal Code, 
can be given.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 147 (148) : 30 Cri L Jour 875, JIaroon v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S. 395, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 403.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 353 (356) : 31 Cri L Jour 1210, Hasari v. Emperor. (Charge 
for offence under S. 397, Penal Code — Conviction for offence under S. 412 is legal.) 
(’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur 39 (45) : 16 Cri L Jour 676 (683) : 8 Low Bur Rul 274, 
S. P. Gosh v. Emperor. (Dacoity and abetment of robbery.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 982 (982) : 36 Cr.L.J. 266 : 57 All 398, Nathu Bam v. Emperor. 

(Charge under S. 4B, Explosive Substances Act — Conviction under S.5 is not illegal.) 
(’67) 1867 Pun Re No. 50 Cr, p. 8S[80),Nuthooa v. Dcwanna. (Charge for assault 
— Conviction for rioting not illegal.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 761(762), Qxiccn-Emprcss v. Bala Kasliaba. (Charge under S. 82(d), 
Registration Act, III of 1877 — Conviction under S. 182, Penal Code, is permissible.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 9 (12) : 25 Sind L R 1 : 32 Cr.L.J. 517, Sabjhatullah Shah 
v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 20 of the Arms Act — Conviction under S. 19 (f) 
not bad.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 581 (582) : 26 Cr. L. J. 356, Abdul Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 105(107, 10S):19 SLR 183:25 Cr.L.J. 1057 ,Faisullah v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’28)AIR 1928 Bom 521(521):30 Cr.L.J. 329 , DwarkadasHaridasv. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 2G3 (263) : 39 Cri L Jour 937, Emperor v. Shankar Dayal, 
(It is not illegal to convict a man of an offence under S. 452, Penal Code, in a 
case in which he has been charged under S. 323, Penal Code — But if the altera- 
tion of the charge causes injustice to the accused, the conviction from S. 323, 
Penal Code, should not be altered to S. 452, Penal Code.)) 

[See also (1884) 8 Bom 200 (212), Queen-Empress v. Appa Subhana.] 

See also S. 423 Note 31. ■ 
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Where, in the illustrative ease, a charge is framed for theft only 
and the accused is, after trial, convicted or acquitted of it, he cannot, 
under the provisions of sub-s.(l) of S. 403, he subsequently tried on the 
same facts, for receiving stolen property, inasmuch as he might have 
been tried under this section, or convicted under S. 237, of this offence 
in the previous case itself. 7 The cases cited below 8 have all been 
decided on this principle. 

It will he clear from the above decisions that the applicability of 
this section or the next depends upon the facts relied upon by tho 
prosecution at the beginning of the trial : in other words, the question 
in each case is "what were the facts charged ?” fa Thus, if the facts 
charged are simply that a girl vndcr 10 years of age was forcibly taken 
away by the accused, there may be a doubt as to whether she was 
kidnapped or whether she was abducted. A charge might therefore be 
framed under this section for both offences. 0 But if the facts charged 
are that a girl over 1G yearn of age was forcibly taken away by the 

7. (’24) AIR 1924 Bom 4-48 (448) : 2G Cr.L.J. 831, In rc Pundahh Shankcr Gu jar. 

8. (’27) AIR 1927 Bom 029 (029, G30) : 2S Cr. L. J. 1032, Emperor v. Eallasani. 
(Acquittal under S. 1G0, Penal Code, subsequent trial for offence under S. 01 (o), 
Bombay District Police Act, barred.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal.40G(407) : 19 Cr. L. J. 193:45 Cal 727, Zfanhari Chowdhury 
v. Emperor. (Person in possession of bales of jute charged under Ss. 380 and 
411, Penal Code, and acquitted — Proceedings under S. 54A, Calcutta Police Act, 
against him are not maintainable.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 137 (139, 142) : 1G Sind L R 1 : 23 Cr. L. J. 305, Emperor v. 
Menghraj Dcvidas. (Trial for offence under S. 291, Penal Code, and ncquittal — 
Subsequent trial under Ss. 188 and 290, Penal Code, barred.) 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 3 (3) : 7 Bong L R App 25, Kaplan v. G. M. Smith. (First 
trial for offence under S. 352 — Second trial for hurt barred.) 

(’85) 8 Had 296(298,299):2Wcir554, Empress*. Erramrcddi. (Theft and mischief.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 478 (479) : 25 Cr.L.J. 244, In rc Chinnappa Naidu. (Ss. 147 
and 427, Penal Code.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 214 (217, 218) : 36 Mnd 308 : 19 I. C. 310, Ganapathi Bhattav. 

Emperor. (Charge under S. 211 — Acquittal is bar to subsequent trial under S. 182.) 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 135(138): 18 I. C. 887: 9 Nog L R 20, Mahadco Girv. Emperor. 
(Prosecution under S. 203 withdrawn— Subsequent trial under S. 177 on same facts.) 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 22(22):22Cr.L,.T. G3, Maksuddan Mislryv. Emperor. (Prose- 
cution for offence under S.338, 1, P.C. — Acquittal— Subsequent prosecution under 
Motor Vehicles Act, S. 16, on same facts— Second prosecution illegal.) 

(’16) AIR 1915 Low Bur 60 (01) : 10 Cr. L. J. 267 (267, 268), Nga Shwe Yi v. 
Emperor. (Offences under S. 31 of the Rangoon Police Act and under S. 457 of the 
Penal Code could on tho facts hnve been charged together.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 731 (733) : 8 I. C. 936 : 4 Sind L R 174, Emperor v. Bawa 
Manghnidas. (An acquittal on a charge of murder is a bar to a second trial on 
a charge of causing disappearance of evidence of the murder.) 

8a. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (69) : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 290 : 39 Cr. L. J. 161, Goloka 
Bchari v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 796 (799) : G2 Cal 956 : 37 Cr. L. J. 701, Istahar Ehondkar v. 
Emperor. (A doubt as to whether tho evidence led by the prosecution would bo 
believed by the Court is not within the section.) 

9. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 209 (210) : 57 Cal 1074 : 31 Cr. L. J. 903, Prafulla Kumar 
Bose v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 568 (5G9) : 21 Cri L Jour 689, Kala Nath Barman v. Emperor. 
(Forcibly carrying away girl under sixteen — Charges might be framed both for 
kidnapping and abduction.) 

[See (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 85 (86) : 35 Cri L Jour 487, Bamisulla v. Emperor .] 
[But see (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 676 (677) : 60 Cal 1394 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1219, Bajabuddm 
Mondal v. Emperor. (The reason given for saying that S. 236 does not apply 
to the case is not clear or correct — The facts alleged were that a girl under 16 
was forcibly taken away — Why S. 236 should not apply on these facts is not stated.)] 
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Section 236 accused, the only offence for which the accused could be charged is 
Note 1 abduction and not kidnapping . 10 There being no doubt as to which 
offence was committed, this section does not apply. 

It follows from the principle set forth above that this section, 
and consequently S. 237 or sub-s.(l) of S. 403 will have no application in 
the following cases : — 

(l) Where, on the facts relied upon at the beginning of the trial, it 
appears that the accused has committed more than one offence, 
i. e., when he has committed distinct offences . 11 


10. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 209 (210) : 57 Cal 1074: 31 Cr.L.J. 903 , Prafulla Kumar 
Bose v. Emperor. 

11 . (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 503 (504) : 37 Cr. L. J. 785, Sankatha Rat v. Khaderan 
Mian. (Ofiences under S. 160 and S. 323, Penal Code — Acquittal under S. 160 
does not bar subsequent prosecution under S. 323.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Rang 174 (174) : 14 Rang 24 : 37 Cr. L. J. 492, Abdul Hamid v. 
Emperor. (Swearing false affidavit and using false affidavit are distinct offences 
though committed in course of same transaction — Acquittal in respect of one 
ogence does not bar trial in respect of other ogence — S. 236 does not apply.) 
(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 178 (182) : 31 N L R 337 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1216, Ramsheshan v. 
Emperor. (S. 236 refers to one ogence, although it may be difficult to determine 
what the actual ogence is.) 

(’95) 23 Cal 174 (177), Queen-Empress v. Croft. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 19 (22), Khan Muhammad v. Empress. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 224 (226) : 5 Sind L R 16 : 10 I. C. 168, Ganesh v. Emperor. 
(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 240 (242) : 8 Bom L R 120, Emperor \. Sakharam Ganu. (Ss. 376 
and 366, Penal Code.) 

(’99) 1 Bom L R 15 (17, 18), Queen-Empress v. Subedar Krishnappa. (Ogenees 
under S. 400 and under S. 395.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 959 (959, 960) : 35 Cri L Jour 291, Maya Shah v. Emperor. 
(Stamp Act (1899), Ss. 62B and 64A — Complaint brought under S. 64A — 
Before accused can be convicted under S. 62B his attention must be drawn 
to such fact.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 181 (182): 16 Gr.L.J. 42 (43), Harnarain Sardar v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 147 and 353, Penal Code.) 

(’88) 1888 Rat 386 (386), Queen-Empress v. Samuel. (S. 302, S. 318, Penal Code.) 
(’01) 1901 All WN 120(121), King-Emperor v. Lajja. (S. 365 and S.498, Penal Code.) 
(’88) 1888 All W N 95 (95), Empress v. Narotam. (Murder and theft.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 294 (294) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1358, Akbar Hussain v. Emperor. 
(S. 468 and S. 471, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudli373(374) : 29 Cr.L.J. 763, Rameshwar v. Emperor. (Ss. 392/ 
397 and 325, Penal Code.) 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 247 (248), Nachiappa Goundan v. Emperor. (S. 392 and S. 183, 
Penal Code — Doubtful.) 

(’01) 6 Cal WN 202 (203). In the matter of Akbar Momin. (Ss. 353 and 352,1. P. C.) 
(’01) 5 CaiWN 567(568), In the matter of Ghinibas Pal. (Ss. 290 and 447, 1.P.C.) 
(’75) 23 Sutli WRCr59(59), Queen v. Salamut Alt. (Ss. 395/148 and 452, I.P. C.) 
(’01) 29 Cal 481 (482) : 6 C W N 599, Hossein v. Kalu. (Ss. 143 and 379, 1. P.C.) 
(’97) 20 All 107 (108) : 1897 AWN 210, Queen-Empress v. Yusuf. (S. 302 and 
S. 404 or S. 411, Penal Code.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 75 (75) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1351, Achhut Rai v. Emperor. (Ss. 302 
and 194, Penal Code.) 

(’70) 1870 Rat 34 (34), Reg. v. Gopala Pursoo. (Ss. 395 and 412, Penal Code.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 921 (921), Empress v. Punya Sakharam. (Ss. 395 and 398, 1. P. C.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 97 (98, 99) : 46 Bom 657 : 23 Cr.L.J. 259, Matubhai M. Shah 
v. Emperor. (Charge of ogence under S. 96, Bombay District Municipal Act — 
Charge cannot be altered into one under S. 97 read with S. 155.) 

(’33) 1933 Sind 225 (225, 226) : 35 Cr. L. J. 582, Parasram v. Emperor. (Charge 
on one set of facts — Conviction on another set of facts.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 32 (32) : 4 Rang 355 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1360, Nga Sluue Zon v. 

Emperor. (S. 452, Penal Code, and S. 19 (e), Arms Act.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 230 (231) : 3 Rang 68 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1119, G. G. Sircar v, 
Emperor-. (Ss. 376 and 366.) 
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{'32) AIK 1932 Pat 241 (242) : 11 Pat 392 : 33 Cr. L. ,T. 709, Eagcshsari Ahir v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 215 and 417 or 420.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 590 (590, 391) : 21 Cr. L. J. 490, Eanhu Singh v. Emr-crer. 
(Ss. 457 and 45G.) 

(’09) G Bom H C R Cr 43 (44), Erg. v. Gangcran: Alalji. (S~. 471 and 4G7.) 

(1900) 13 C P L R Cr 1G7 (1G8), Empress v. Donnria Gaoh. (S-. 302 and 404.' 
(’33) ALR 1933 Mad 843 (843, 844) : 33 Cri L -Tour 7G, Ealuchami v. Enneror- 
(Ss. 325 and 160.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 70G (TOG) : 20 Cr. L. .T. 103G, In rc Eadlanatha Pillai. 

(Ss. 159 (1) and 103, Madras Local Boards Act.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 375 (37G) : 47 Mad G1 : 25 Cr. L. -7. 551, In rc Srceramuiu. 
(Charge under Ss. 147 and 323, Penal Code, cannot be altered into one under 
•S. 160, Penal Code.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 144 (144) : 13 Cr. L. -T. 5G3, In rc Sped Ahmad J lusalivar. 
(Ss. 471 and 4G9, Penal Code.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad G1 (Gl) : 13 Cr. L. I. 440, Tl.onpulcn v. Sanl.cranaranana 
Ivor. (S. 379 and S. 403 or S. 424.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. .T. 340 (340) : 5 I. C. 974 (Mad), In rc Boir.ir.arcdd: Somircddi. 
(Ss. 447, 352 and 379, Penal Code.) 

(’10) llCr.L. J. 30(34):4I. C. 700 (Mad), In rc Loganaiha. (Charge under S. 141, 
I. P. C. — Conviction for common object different from that set out in the charge.) 
(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 40G (40G):1 1. C, SG7 (Mad), In rr Sulramar.vja Iyer. (Ss. 40Gand 420.) 
(’26) AIR 192G Lah 091 (G91) : 7 Lah 5G1 : 27 Cr.L..T. 1004, Ghanus v. Emperor. 
(S. 302, Penal Code and offences relating to property.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lab 109 (110) : 4 Lah 373 : 25*Cr. L. .7. 333, VlaUu v. Crown. 
(Charge of murder cannot be converted into one of robberv.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 2G0 (2G1):3 Lah 440: 23 Cr.L.J. 709, Arjar. Mel v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 17G/109 and 189, Penal Code.) 

(’89) 1889 Pun ReNo.lSCr.p. G7(G9),Cro:m v. 17 mashankar. (Ss. 500 and 501, 1.P.C.) 
(’01) 1901 Pun Rc No. 31 Cr,p. 92 (92): 1902 Pun L R So.Z2,AIangal v. Empress. 
(Ss. 437, 379 and 497.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 1G9 (1701 : 33 Cal 293 : 9 I. C. 9G3, Lai Mohan v. Kali Kishorc. 
(Ss. 147 and 323.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 502 (303) : 15 Ind Cas G4G (Cal), Eeazudai v. Emperor. (Charge 
of grievous hurt hy implication under S. 149, Penal Code — Conviction forsubstan- 
tive offence nndc-r S. 325, not allowed.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 473 (475) : 41 Cal 537 : 15 Cr.L.J A.Kalicliaran v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal G31 (G32) : 15 Cr.L.J. 188, Ari ff Alunshi v. Emperor. (Ss. 147 
and 447.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294) : 41 Cal GG2 : 15 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. Aladan 
Alondal. (Charge under Ss. 148, 304/149, 32G/149, Penal Code — Acquittal by jury 
under S. 148 — Conviction under S. 32G is illegal.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 529 (530), Empress v. Natlioo. (Charge of storing wool under S.394, 
City of Bombay Municipal Act, 18SS — Conviction for storing cotton held illegal.) 
(’03) 30 Cal 288(290), Yakub Ali v.LeihuThahur. (Charge of rioting— Conviction 
for house-trespass and hurt is illegal.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 6G0 (G61, 662), Jalu v. Alahabir. (Ss. 379 and 143, Penal Code.) 
(’99) 3 Cal W N 3G7 (3GS), Alonoranjan Choicdhury v. Queen-Empress. (Charge 
of abetment of offence under S. 211, Penal Code — Conviction of offence of inten- 
tionally giving false evidence is illegal.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 581 (582) : 53 Cal 466 : 27 Cri L Jour 606, Earuv- Eashicl v. 
Emperor. (Abetment of forgery and user of forged document.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 303 (304) : 28 Cr.L.J. 908, Ale Toh v. Emperor. (Ss. 419/114, 
I. P. C., and S. 82 (c), Registration Act.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 116 (117): 25 S L R 9 : 33 Cr.L.J. 41, Aid. Bafiqx. Emperor. 
(’76) 7XWPHCR 137 (143), Queen x.Jamurha. (Ss. 193, 201 and 203, Penal Code.) 
(’82) 9 Cal 371 (373), Manu Aliya v. Em press. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Be No. 43 Cr, p. 105 (106), Sher Shah v. Empress. 

(’33) APR 1933 Oudh 315 (321) : 8 Luck 518 : 35 Cri L Jour 10, Daulat Earn v. 
Emperor. (Murder and receiving stolen property.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 219 (219) : 15 Cri L Jour 704 (705), Genu Alanjhi v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 147 and 323, 1. P. C.) , 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 593 (594):40 Cal 16S : 16 I.C. 161, Sita Ahir v. Emperor. (Accused 
charged with rioting under S. 147, 1.P.C, with common object of causing hurt to 
the complainant — He cannot be convicted of causing hurt to another person.) 
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Section 236 
Note 1 


(2) Where there is no doubt as to which offence or offences the facts 
relied upon at the beginning of the trial amount to. 12 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 597 (597) : 1G Incl Cas 1G5 (Cal), Amanullah v. Emperor. (Charge 
of theft — Conviction for extortion not legal.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 545 (54G) : 34 Cr. L. J. 39, Ali Ahmad v. Emperor. (Abetment 
of forgery and using ns genuine forged document are different offences — S. 403, 
sub-s.(l) docs not apply.) 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 575 (577), Municipality of Bombay v. Javcr Jagjivcn. (Prosecu- 
tion under S. 342, Bombay City Municipal Act, and acquittal — Subsequent prose- 
cution under Ss. 308 and 309 of the Act not barred.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 107 (108) : 20 Cr. L. J. 751, Ilari Singh v. Emperor. (Ss. 379 
and 380, I. P. C.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 409(410): 61 Cal 537:35 Cr.L. J. G37, Aklioy Chand v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. G9 (a), Provincial Insolvency Act — Conviction cannot be passed 
under S. 69 (b).) 

[See (’88) 18S8 All IV N 11G (117 ), Empress v. Karim Bahsh. (S. 411— S. 380, 1.P.C.) 
(’35) AIR 1935 Lah 945 (94G) : 37 Cri L Jour 303, Ali Mohamad v. Emperor. 
(Offences under S. 4G7 and S. 420, Penal Code, are distinct offences and cannot 
be covered by S. 23G.)] 

12. (’39) AIR 1939 All GG5 (G67) : 40 Ci. L. J. 948, Tlialcar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 All 710 (712) : 41 Cri L Jour 111, Nand Kishore v. Emperor. 
(Definite and very clear case of cheating put forward by complainant — No allega- 
tion of concealment or removal of property — No evidence produced to show con- 
cealment — Conviction under S. 424, Penal Code, is wrong.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (69): ILR (1938) 1 Cal 290: 39 Cr. L. J. 161, Golohc Bchari 
v. Emperor. (Section 237 does not deal with a case where the evidence falls' short 
of proving the offence which the prosecution had set out to prove.) 

(’3G) AIR 193G Cal 796 (799) : 62 Cal 95G : 37 Cr. L. J. 701, Isiahar Khondkar v. 

Emperor. (Criticising AIR 1925 P C 130.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 203 (204) : 40 Bom 97 : 1G Cr. L. J. 7G1, Jivram Dankarji 
v. Emperor . (Acquittal under Ss. 467 and 109, Penal Code, does not bar trial 
under S. 471 on same facts, inasmuch as no doubt could have arisen in the first 
trial as to offence constituted.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 481 (482) : 31 Cri L Jour 716, Emperor v. Kanhaiya. 

(’2G) AIR 192G All 227 (228) : 27 Cr. L. J. 152, Baghnnath Kandu v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 All 30 (31) : 34 Cri L Jour 445, Qabul v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (41G): 59 Cal 8 : 32 Cr.L. J. 892, Mchcr Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(S. 237 also will not apply to such cases.) 

(’98) 2 Weir 301 (302), In re Pcrumal Nadan. 

(’2S) AIR 1928 All 139 (140) : 29 Cri L Jour 232, II ar Pi’asad v. Emperor. (The 
offences in this case were however distinct.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 309 (310) : 15 Cri L Jour 41, Akram Ali v. Emperor. 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Pat 165 (166) : 19 Cri L Jour 121, Hm/al Khan v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 49 (50): 1918 PunReNo. 23 Cr: 19 Cr.L.J. 931, Raj Bahadur 
v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 427 (431) : 34 Cal G9S : 11 Cal W N 666, Jatindra Nath v. 

Emperor. (On the facts there could be no doubt as to what the offence was.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 216(218,219): 21 Cr.L.J. 439, Pcrtap Raix. Emperor. (Offence 
charged under S. 149 read with S. 325 — Offence merely under S. 325 also cannot 
be charged.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 512 (513) : 21 Cr. L. J. 44, ML Shcoratni v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 628 (629) : 19 Cr. L. J. 202, Bhowanalh Singh v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 593 (594) : 40 Cnl 168 : 16 Ind Cas 161, Sita Ahir v. Emperor. 
[X was charged with causing hurt to A — Ho cannot be convicted for causing 
hurt to B which fact is disclosed in evidence — The reason is that the facts 
charged did not create any doubt as to the offence committed by X.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 325 (325) : 37 Cal 604 : 6 I. C. 352, Ram Seioak Lai v. Mane- 
slnuar Singh. (False statement to a public servant in which defamatory state- 
ments were made against X — Here the act is one, but constitutes two offences — 
There is no “doubt” within the meaning of the section — The case was however 
decided on the ground that they are distinct offences — This is not correct.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 219 (219) : 15 Cri L Jour 704, Genu Manjhi v. Emperor. 

CIO) 11 Cr. L. J. 420 (421) : 6 I. C. 944 : 1910 Pun Re No. 20 Cr, Thakur Singh v. 
Cliattar Pal. (Fncts alleged amounting to both an offence under S. 182, Penal Code, 
as well as under S. 211 — S. 236 does not apply — The decision however proceeds 
on the view that they were distinct offences — This does not seem to be correct.) 
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(3) Where the facts relied upon are not inconsistent -with the innocence 
of the accused, i. c., where such facts do not amount to an 
offence at all. 13 

(■i) Where the prosecution is itself not clear as to what facts it trill 
rely upon. 11 Thus, where the accused, five in number, are alleged 
to have assaulted either with one object or with another, and the 
facts relied upon to establish an offence are themselves in doubt, 
this section does not apply. 143 

It has been held in the undermentioned cases 15 that the ‘doubt’ 
in this section does not mean doubt as to facts but means ‘doubt’ as 
to questions of law, such as which section of the penal law applies. It 
is submitted that this view is not correct. The illustrations to the 
section themselves show that the doubts in those cases are not doubts 
as to questions of law, but only as to questions of fact. 153 To this 
extent, however, the proposition would be correct, namely, that the 
section has no application where the facts relied upon by the 
prosecution arc themselves in doubt.™ It is not necessary for the 

<’30) AIR 1930 Pat 26 (27) : 9 Pat 585 : 30 Cr.L. J. 806, Babu Lai v. Ram Saran. 

13. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 528 (528) : 59 Cal 92 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1167, Paul Dc Flondcr 
v. Emperor. 

<’20) AIR 1920 Pat 512 (513) : 21 Cr. L. J. 4 i.Mt.Shcoratni v. Emperor. (Charge 
of kidnapping — Facts alleged not amounting to kidnapping — Conviction for 
abetment of kidnapping under S. 237 is wrong.) •> 

14. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 1415): 59 Cal 8: 32Cr.L.J. 892,Ifc?icr Shaikh v. Emperor. 
■(’31) AIR 1931 Cat 528 (528):59 Cal 92:32 Cr.L..1. 1167, Pawl Dc Flondcr v. Emperor. 
<’94) 21 Cal 955 (973), Wafadar Khan v. Empress. (Facts alleged clear thattlie 

five accused assembled but there was a doubt ns to the object of the assembly.) 
[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 63 (65) : 31 S L R 480 : 39 Cr. L. J. 460, Ghulam 
Hydcr v. Emperor. (Alternative charge for murder or culpable homicide not 
amounting to murder is bad.)] 

14a. (’94) 21 Cal 955 (973), Warfadar Khan v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

[Sec also (’23) 71 1. C.247(247) :24 Cr.L.J. 119 (Cal), Ha jari Sonar v. Emperor.] 

15. (’08) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (68) : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 290 : 39 Cr. L. J. 161, Galolcc 
Bchari v. Emperor. (What, however, seems to be really meant in this case is that 
the uncertainty must he as to what offence can be held to have been committed 
on the allegations of the prosecution and not uncertainty as to the extent to 
which the prosecution will be able to prove its allegations.) 

•(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 63 (65) : 31 S L R 480 : 39 Cr. L. J. m,Glmlarnv, Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Rang 174 (174) : 14 Rang 24 : 37 Cr. L..T. 492, Abdul y. Emperor. 
•(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 903 (904) : 26 Cr. L. J. 594, Nay an Ullah v. Emperor. 

(’75) 7NWPHCB 137 (143), Queen v. Jamurha. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Rang 209 (210): 7 Bang96 : 30 Cr.L.J. 750, Emperor v. PoThinGyi. 
•(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 254 (255) : 28 Cr. L. J. 759, Emperor v. Nga Po Wun. 

(’01) 1 Low Bur Rul 101 (104), Crown v. Mi Zan. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 19 (21, 22), Khan Muhammad v. Empress. 

■(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 628 (629) : 19 Cr. L. J. 202, Bhowanath Singh v. Emperor. 
(Following 1887 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, 21 Cal 955 and 23 Cal 174.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 481 (482) : 31 Cr. L. J. 716, Emperor v. Kanhaiya ( Quaere). 
15a. (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 236(237, 238): 11 Rang 354 : 35 Cr. L. J. 41, Nga Po 
Kyono v. Emperor. 

•(’28) AIR 1928 All 139 (140) : 29 Cr. L. J. 232, Ear Prasad v. Emperor. (Doubt 
contemplated is doubt owing to absence of proof of some of the facts or doubt on 
a question of law.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (415): 59 Cal 8: 32 Cr.L J. 892, Melier Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 224 (228): 5 SindLR16: 101. C. 16S, Gancsh Krishna\. Emperor. 

16. (’37) AIR 1937 All 754 (754) : 39 Cr. L. J. 152, Babu Ram v. Emperor. 

>(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (416): 59 Cal 8: 32 Cr.L.J. 892, Maher Sheikh v. Emperor. 

[See (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 63 (65): 31 S L R 480: 39 Cr.L. J. 460, Ghulam v. Emperor .] 
See also cases cited in foot-notes 14 and 15, above. 
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Notes 4-2 


application of this section that the several offences should fall under 
the same chapter of the Penal Code. 1Ga 

It has also been held in another class of cases that the several 
offences which the facts may constitute should be cognate offences 17 
or offences which differ in degree by roason of the difference in inten- 
tion or by reason of subsidiary aggravating circumstances . 18 This view 
also, it is submitted, is not correct and is not authorised by the terms 
of the section. 

It was observed in the undermentioned cases 19 that the section 
applies only where from the evidence led by the prosecution it is 
doubtful which of several offences have been committed by the 
accused. It is submitted that this view is not correct. Such a case is 
really covered by section 3G7, sub-section (3). 

See also the case cited below . 20 

2. “Which of several offences.” — This section applies even 
where the doubt is whether the accused committed one offence only 
or both that offence and another. Where A gives false information of 
theft in a house and states that he suspects B of the offence, it is clear 
that he commits an offence under S. 182 of the Penal Code, but it is 
doubtful if the information will amount to the making of a false 
charge against B punishable under S. 211 of the Penal Code. It has 
been held that this section will apply even to such cases . 1 

Under the Code of 1SG1, a charge under the section corresponding 
to this section could be framed only in respect of offences under the 
Indian Penal Code . 2 Under the present Code this is no longer necessary . 3 

16a. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 250 (251) : 3S Cr. L. J. 989, Rati Ram v. Emperor. 

17. (’24) AIR 1924 Rang 10G (108): 1 Rang G90: 25 Cr.L.J. 553, Mnsian v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 660(661): S Pat 731: 31 Cr.L.J. 362, Bamodar Ram v. Evipcror. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 1G3 (1G4) : 28 Cr. L. J. 189, Gulabchand v. Emperor. 

(’88) 18SS All W N 95 (95), Empress v. Narotam. 

(’SS) 1888 All W N 11G (117), Empress v. Karim Bahsh. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 103 (10G) : 7 Luck 543 : 33 Cri L Jour 92G, Ghandranath v. 
Emperor. (Conviction under S.39S, Penal Code, can be altered to one under S. 392.) 
(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 590 (594) (Kathiawar), In re Rabari Bhura Dcivait. (Contradic- 
tory statements must bo of the same kind.) 

18. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 224 (22G) : 5 Sind L R 1G : 10 Ind CaslCS, Gancsh Krishna- 
Emperor. (Per Pratt, J. C.) 

19. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 121 (122) : 23 Cr. L. J. 30, Govind Malitan v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 512 (513) : 21 Cri L Jour 44, Mt. Shcoratni v. Emperor. 

20. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 99 (114): 38 Cr.L.J. 818 (SB), Jitendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Nothing contained in Criminal law Amendment Act bars operation of Ss. 196, 
235, 236 and 237, Cr. P. C. — Conviction or acquittal of person or overt act 
in regard to conspiracy does not bar trial of such person over again under 
S. 121A, Penal Code.) 

Note 2 

1. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 214(216, 217):36 Mad 308:19 I.C. 310, Ganapathyx. Emperor. 

2. (’71) 8 Bom H C R Cr 115 (117), Reg v. Ajam Bulla. (A charge either of cri- 
minal breach of trust under S. 409, Penal Code, or of undue exaction of money 
under S. 16, Regulation XVII of 1827, is irregular.) 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 596 (597) : 50 Cal 564 : 24 Cri L Jour 372, Tulsi Tolini v. 
Emperor. (S. 379, Penal Code, and S. 54A, Calcutta Municipal Act.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur GO (61) : 16 Cri L Jour 267 (267, 268), Nga Shiue Yi v. 

Emperor. (S. 457, Penal Code and S. 31, Rangoon Police Act.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 22 (22) : 22 Cr. L. J. 63, Male sit dan Mistry v. Emperor. (Trial 
under S. 338, Penal Code — Second trial under S. 16, Motor Vehicles Act, barred.)- 
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3. Theft and taking illegal gratification for the return of 
stolen property. — "Where the facts relied upon by the prosecution 
are : 

(1) that certain property was stolen, 

(2) that A took gratification for its restoration, and 

(3) that he took no steps for its restoration or to cause the 

offender to be apprehended, 

the only inference possible is that A committed an offence under 
S. 215 of the Penal Code. It cannot be an inference that, because ,4 
asked for a gratification for its return, he is the thief. There being 
therefore no “doubt” such ns is contemplated by the section, A cannot 
be charged for theft along with the offence under s. 215 of the Penal 
Code. 1 If however, in the above case, there is the additional fact that 
he restored the property but did not take steps to cause the offender 
to be apprehended, there will be a doubt as to whether he was not tho 
thief seeing that he was in possession of the stolen property. In such 
a case an alternative charge for theft or for an offence under S. 215 
may be framed. 2 

4. Sections 23G and 239, if mutually exclusive. — See Note 2 under 

Section 239. 

5. Contradictory statements — Illustration (b). — Illustra- 
tion (b) was added in tho present Code in order to give effect to tho 
view that existed before that a person could bo charged with giving 
false evidence on the basis of two contradictory statements. 1 It applies 


(’27) AIR 1927 Bom G29 (G29) : 28 Cr. L. J. 1032, Emperor v. Kallasani. (S. 1G0, 
Penal Code and S. G1 (o), Bombay District Police Act.) 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Rang 254 (255) : 28 Cri h Jour 759, Emperor v. Nga Po Wun . 
(The ground of the decision namely that the “doubt” must not be one of fact but 
of law is incorrect. See Note 1.) 

(’29) AIR 1929Rnng209 (210) : 7Rang9G : 30 Cr. L. J. 750, Emperor v. Po Thin- 
Gyi. (Do.) 

2. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 4G4 (469) : 4 Low Bur Rul 199, Twct Pe v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’99) 1899 All W N 39 (39), Queen-Empress v. Puran. 

(’99) 22 All 115 (117) : 1899 A W N 207, Queen-Empress v. Ehcm. 

(’04) 28 Bom 533 (553, 554):G BomLR 379 : 1 Cr.L.J. 390, Emperor v. Banlcalram. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 3 (10) : 45 Bom 834 : 22 Cri L Jour 241 (FB), Purshotam v. 
Emperor. (Overruling 18 Bom 377.) 

(’03) 1903 Pun L R No. 60, p. 245 (246), Sobha Singh v. King-Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 660 (661) : 26 Cri L Jour 1457, Iff. Patraji v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 734 (735) : 8 I. C. 947 (Rang), Maung Thaw Na v. Emperor. 
(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 302 (303) : 1908 A W N 73, Emperor v. Tasaddulc Husain. 

[ See (’40) 42 Bom L R 745 (746), Emperer v. Sultanshah Sidisha. (AIR 1921 
Bom 3, followed, Beaumont, C. J., doubting whether a statement made under 
S. 164 can possibly be regarded as part of the same transaction as a statement 
made at the trial so as to justify an alternative charge under S. 236,)) 

The following decisions lucre decided prior to the present Code : — 

(’74) 21 Sutli W R Cr 72 (76, 85, 86) : 13 Beng L R 324 (FB), Queen v. Muham- 
mad Humayoon Shah. (Overruling 8 Sutli IV R 6; 12 Sutli W R 11; 12 Suth 
W R 31, 69; 9 Suth W R 25, 54.) 

(’85) 7 All 44 (63, 66, 67)': 1884 AWN 258, Queen-Empress v. Ghulet. (Over- 
ruling 5 All 17.) 

(’66) 6 Suth WE Cr 65 (68, 69): Beng LR Sup Yol 521 (FB), Queen v. Ml. Zamiran- 
(’74) 1 Weir 165 (165), High Court Proceedings, No, 1810 of 1880. 
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not only where the statements are made on two distinct occasions hut 
also where they are made on the same occasion, as for example, in the 
same deposition. 2 ■ 

An alternative charge in respect of two contradictory statements 
can be framed under this section only when the prosecution is unable 
to prove which of the two statements is false. 3 

No charge in the alternative can be made, when one of the state- 
ments has been made in circumstances in which the person making it 
is not bound by law to state the truth, as for example : 

(1) when the statement is made in a petition; 4 

(2) when it is made in an examination by a Magistrate for the purpose 
of obtaining information, not liable to be on oath ; 5 

(3) when it is made to the police under S. 1G1 of the Code, as to which 
see Note 9 to S. 101 ; 

<4) when an amin reports to a civil Court executing a decree complain- 
ing of obstruction ; G or 

<5) when it is inadmissible in evidence as being one made tinder improper 
influence such as police threat and ill-treatment. 7 

Where an accused person entered in a sale deed, executed by him, 
the consideration as Rs. 1475 and in a subsequent suit for pre-emption 
stated in evidence that the consideration was only Rs. 900, it was held 
that the Court could charge accused under S. 193 or S. 423, Penal Code. 8 

6. Murder and concealment of body to screen offender. — 

In Bcgu v. King -Emperor, 1 where the facts relied upon by the prose- 
•cution, against the accused, were that a murder had been committed 
and that the accused made away with the evidence of murdeiTby 

■(’93) 15 All 392 (393) : 1893 A W N 146, Quccn-Emprcss v. Matabadal. 

(1864) 1 Sutli W R Or 15 (15), Queen v. Narain Dass. 

■(’83) 1883 Pun Re No. 20 Cr, p. 43 (44 to 46), Mir Afzal v. Empress. 

•(’88) 1888 Pun Ro No. 32 Cr, p. 65 (67), Sohan Singh v. Empress. 

(’69) 4 Mad H C R 51 (53, 54) : 1 Weir 156, In re Falany Chctty. 

(’71) 6 Mad H C R 342 (344) : 1 Weir 161, In rc Milbourne Boss. 

(’96) 2 Weir 300 (300), Public Prosecutor v. Mvthu Yannan. 

(’67) 8 Sutli W R Cr 79 (79), Queen v. Oottmr E drain Singh. 

(’68) 9 Sutli W R Cr 52 (53), Queen v. Denonath. 

(’69) 12 Sutli W R Cr 23 (23), Queen v. Kala Khan. 

(’84) 10 Cal 405 (406, 407), Eathu Sheikh v. Queen-Empress. 

2. (’02) 26 Mad 55 (59, 60, G4, 65) : 1 Weir 166, In rc Palani Palagan. 

(’84) 10 Cal 937 (940, 941, 946), Habibullah v. Queen-Empress. 

[See also (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 170 (171) : I L R (1939) Kar 280 : 40 Cr.L.J. 707, 
Charandas Eanayalal v. Emperor. (Two conflicting statements by witness — 
Charge under S. 236 may be framed.)] 

3. (’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, p. 90 (93), Harnam Singh v. Empress. 

•(’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 32 Cr, p, 65 (68), Sohan Singh v. Empress. 

(’96) 2 Weir 300 (300), Public Prosecutor v. Muthu Yannan. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 2 (3), Queen v. Gonowri. 

4. (’02) 2 Weir 169 (1G9), In rc Chcnnamma. 

5. (1900) 27 Cal 455 (457) : 4 CW N 249, Hari Charan Singh v. Queen-Empress. 
■6. (’95) 17 All 436 (437) : 1895 A W N 102, Queen-Empress v. Ajudhia Prasad. 
7. (1865) 3 Sutli W R Cr 6 (8), Queen v. Nagana Ourut. 

■8. (’03) 1903 Pun L R No. 60, p. 245 (246), Sobha Singh v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 P C 130 (131): 6 Lali 226 : 52 Ind App 191 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1059 (PC). 
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removing the body for the purpose of screening the offender, it was 
held by their Lordships of the Privy Council that though the charge 
against the accused was only under S. 302 of the Penal Code, he could 
be convicted under S. 201 of the Penal Code, if the evidence established 
that offence. Their Lordships observed : 

“A man may be convicted of an offence, although there has been no charge 
in respect of it, if the evidence is such as to establish a charge that might have 
been made. That is what happened here. The three men who were sentenced to 
rigorous imprisonment, were convicted of making away with the evidence of the 
crime by assisting in taking away the body. They were not charged with that 
formally, but they were tried on evidence which brings the case under S. 237.” 

The same view has been held in the undermentioned cases. 2 

7. Murder, culpable homicide not amounting to murder and 
causing death by negligence. — Where the facts relied upon give 
rise to an inference of murder or culpable homicide not amounting to 
murder, a charge may he framed under the section either cumulatively 
or alternatively 1 for murder and culpable homicide not amounting to 
murder. In the undermentioned case, 2 however, it was held that this 
could not he done. The decision proceeded upon the view that s. 23G 
did not apply to a ‘ doubt ’ as to fads. In the cases cited below 3 it 
was held that though a charge might under this section be framed 


2. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat289(289,290):19Pat3G9: 1940 PWN 73(7G), Ecbtiv. Emperor. 
(’37) 1937 M W N 544 (54G), Nagan v. Emperor. 

(’33 AIR 1933 All 178 (179) : 54 All 792 : 34 Cr. L. J. 107, Sohan v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 All 71 (72) : 33 Cri L Jour 283, Sawanta v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 297 (298) : 59 Cal 1040 : 33 Cr.L.J. 54G, Durlav v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 748 (757) : 5G Mad 03 : 33 Cr.L.J. 814, Public Prosecutor v. 
Venhatamma. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 172 (174) : 10 Pat 140 : 32 Cr.L.J. 975, Rup Narainv. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 870 (872) : 54 Mad 68 : 32 Cr.L.J. 263, Chinna v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Oudb 113 (121) : 5 Luck 255 : 31 Cr.L.J. 575, Mata Din v. Emperor. 
(Four persons charged with murder — Two convicted of murder — Other two 
not found to have taken part in murder — Evidence not sufficiently or definitely 
proving that they were present at, and had taken part in, the murder — They were 
convicted under S. 201.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 90G (908) : 10 Lah 213 : 29 CriL Jour 740, Ditta v. Emperor. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 457 (458) : 108 I. C. 905 (Lah), Dal Singh v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 241 (244) : 21 S L E 20G: 28 Cr.L.J. 674, Tajan v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 88 (90) : 7 Lah 84 : 27 Cri L Jour 709, Eannun v. Emperor. 
(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 1011 (1012) : 96 I. C. 867 (Cal), Timed Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 306 (307) : 18 S L R'185 : 26 Cr.L.J. 909, Andal v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Bom 262 (263) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1349, Hanmappa Rudrappa v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 731 (733): 4 SLR 174 : 8I.C. 936, Emperors. Baica Manghnidas. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (193) : 1 S L B 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, page 17 (18), Nazru v. Emperor. 

[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 460 (461) : 32 Cr.L.J. 461, Emperor v.Faizul Hassan. 
(Alternative charges under S.201, Penal Code, and S. 52, Post Office Act, held legal.)] 
[See however (’95) 22 Cal 638 (639, 640), Torap Ali v. Queen-Empress.) 

Note 7 

1. (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 300 (301), Mi Ni v. Queen-Empress. (Murder or 
in the alternative culpable homicide not amounting to murder.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 297- (298) : 16 Cri L Jour 305, Emperor v. Ramava 
Chennappa. (Charge under- S. 302, 1. P. C., and conviction under S. 304A.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 450 (451) : 26 Cri L Jour 211, Emperor v. G. J. Walker. 
(With charge under S. 304, Penal Code, conviction can be under S. 304A — Following 
AIR 1914 Cal 65.) 

2. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, page 19 (21), Khan Muhammed v. Empress. 

' (Ss. 302 and 304, 1. P. C.) 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 63 (65): 31 S L R 480 : 39 Cr. L. J. 460, Ghulam v. Emperor. 
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cumulatively, it cannot be framed alternatively in respect of the two 
offences. It is submitted that. the last two views are not correct. 

8. Principal offence and the abetment thereof. — The 

question whether an offence and its abetment could both be charged 
tinder the provisions of this section depends, as has been seen in Note 1, 
on the facts relied upon by the prosecution at the beginning of the 
trial and on which charges are invited to be framed. A person may be 
convicted of abetment of an offence, even if he is charged with the 
substantive offence and vice versa, if the facts relied upon could have 
supported a charge for that offence . 1 

The view taken in the undermentioned cases 2 that an offence of 
abetment and tbe principal offence cannot come within this section is, 
it is submitted, not correct. 

9. Alternative charges. — A charge even in the alternative must 
conform to the provisions of ss. 233, 234, 235 or S. 239 and each of the 
alternative charges must be a legal charge . 1 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jouv 224 (226) : 5 Sind L R 16 : 10 I. C. 163, Gancsh Krishna v. 
Emperor. (Alternative charges for offences under the Penal Code and special 
laws, e. g., Post Office Act, not permissible.) 

Note 8 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 145 (148) : 30 Cri L Jour 224, Punamcliand v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Oudli 274 (276): 7 Luck 102: 32 Cr.L. 3.905, Khuman v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 807 (808) : 57 Cal S07 : 31 Cr. L. J.570, Jananada v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 561 (563) : 13 Pat 729 : 36 Cri L Jour 17, Bhihhariv. Emperor. 
(’20) AHl 1920 Lah 15 (18) : 22 Cri L Jour 161, Kehr Singh v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 122(127, 128):3 Rang 11:26 Cr.L.J. 49 2, A. V. Joseph v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 192S Pat 146 (153) : 6 Pat 70S : 29 Cri L Jour 301, Emperor v. Ghulam. 
(’16) Am 1916 Cal 431 (443, 445) : 42 Cal 1094 : 17 Cri L Jour 113 (S B), Jndar- 
cliand v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 502 (507) : 49 Bom 84 : 26 Cri L Jour 1000, Emperor r.Ranchod. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 455 (45G):59 Cal 1192 : 33 Cr.L.J. 720, Dcbi Prosad v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 466 (468) : 29 Cri L Jour 1093, Kadira v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 225 (227) : 32 Cri L Jour 753, Sambasiva Mudali v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 453 (454, 455) : 15 Ind Cas 85 (Mad), Subbayya v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 All 935 (937) : 37 Cr L J 247, Samuel John v. Emperor. (The 
decision proceeds on the ground that abetment is a minor offence in relation to 
the substantive offence and that S. 238 applies to such a case.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 67 (68) : 3G Cr. L. J. 1438, Suraj Bhan v. Emperor. (This 
power is not conferred by S. 238 and is not based on the principle that abetment 
is a minor offence but is conferred by Ss. 236 and 237 and depends in every case 
upon the facts proved.) ' 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 1216 (1217), Batna Bcddi v. Emperor. 

2. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 223 (223): 14 Ind Cas 319 (Mad),Ih rcKrishnan Nair. 
(’12) 13 Cr L J 203 (203) : 14 I C 203 (Mad), Singaravclu Pillai v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 432 (432) : 25 Cri L Jour 1135, Emperor v. Baghya Naghya. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 325 (328) : 30 Cri L Jour 944, Kisandas v. Emperor. 

(’21) 60 Ind Cas 999 (1000):22 Cr.L.J. 311 (Pat), Darbari Chowdhury v. Emperor. 
(’27) Am 1927 Cnl 63 (64) : 28 Cri L Jour 2, Hulaschand v. Emperor. (S. 237 
was not referred to but the ease proceeded under S. 238.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 834 (834) : 22 Cri L Jour 448, Bajah Khan v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 512 (513) : 21 Cr L J 44, Mt. Sheoralni v. Emperor. 

(’74) 11 Bom H C R 240 (241, 242), Beg v. Chand Nur. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 453 (455) : 50 Cal 41 : 24 Cr. L. J. 763, Emperor v. Profulla. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 49 (49): 5 I G 145 : 33 Mad 264, Padmandbha Payiv, Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 382 (390) : 30 Cri L Jour 18, Pritchard v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 325 (328) : 30 Cri L Jour 944, Kisan Das v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 171 (173) : I L R (1939) Ear 204 : 39 Cr.L. J. 890, Emperor 
.v, Balumal Eotchand. 
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Alternative charges should he framed as in form given in 
Schedule v, No. 28, sub-liead II. 2 When the charges are of distinct 
offences such as kidnapping and abduction, it is desirable that the 
accused should be charged separately for kidnapping and abduction. 3 
Omission to split up the charge into two parts does not, however, 
amount to material error, unless the accused is thereby prejudiced in 
his defence. 4 

See also Note 7. 

10. Sentence. — Where an accused is convicted of two offences 
alternatively, the sentence should be considered from the point of view' 
of the maximum sentence provided for the lesser of the two alternative 
offences . 1 This is so even where a person is charged under two parts 
of the same section, one carrying a higher and the other a lighter 
punishment . 2 

If. “Series of acts,” meaning of. — It has been held in the 
undermentioned case 1 that a statement made in the evidence in a civil 
suit and a statement made in the evidence in a criminal case cannot 
he considered to be a “series of acts” within the meaning of the section 
and that the person making such statement cannot therefore be prose- 
cuted under this section for giving false evidence on the basis of such 
contradictory statements. It is submitted that this view cannot be 
accepted as correct. If, as the decision concedes, a statement before the 
police and a subsequent statement before the Magistrate could form a 
“series of acts,” it is difficult to see how a statement in a civil Court 
and a statement in a criminal Court are not a “series of acts.” 


237 .** O- ) If 3 in tlie ease mentioned in section 


* Codes of 1882 and 1872. 

Same as that of sub-section (1) ; Sub-scetion (2) was newly added in 1898, 
which ran thus : — 

"(2) When the accused is charged with an offence, he may be convicted of 
having attempted to commit that ofience, although the attempt is not separately 
' charged.” 

Code of 1861 : Ss. 56 to 59. 


2. (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 43G (437), Queen-Empress v. Nga On Going. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 644 (646) : 28 Cri L Jour 805, Mafisaddi v. Emperor. 

■ 4. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 209(210, 21I):57 Cal 1074:31 Cr.L.J. 903 ,Brafullav. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 85 (86) : 35 Cri L Jour 487, Eamizulla v. Emperor. (It is how- 
ever desirable to frame distinct charges to avoid prejudice to accused.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Gal 676 (G77):60 Cal 1394:34 Cr.L. J. 1219, Bajabuddinv. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 164 (166, 167) : 36 Cri L Jour 231, AJlahralclrio r. Emperor. 

Note 10 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 All 29 (30).: 18 Cri L Jour 790 (791), Eira Nand v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 All 110 (111) : 42 All 302 : 21 Cr.L.J. 783, Kama Singh v. Emperor. 

■ (’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 32 Cr, page 65 (70), Sohan Singh v. Empress. 

(’03) 1903 Pun L R No. 60, page 245 (246, 247), Sobha Singh v. King-Emperor. 

' (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 870 (873) : 54 Mad 68 : 32 Cr. L. J. 263, Gangappa v. Emperor. 
[Ses also (’72-92) 1872-92 L B R 324 (325), Mating Po Thin v. Empress. 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 754 (754) : 39 Cr L J 152, Babu Bam v. Emperor .] 

2. (’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, page 90 (93), Harnam Singh v. Empress. 

■ (’99) 1899 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, page 7 (8, 9), Santa Singh v. Empress. 

Note 11 

. 1. (’24) AIR 1924 Sind 1 (3,4):16 SLR 285:25 Cr.L.J. 1195, Saleh Shah v. Emperor. 
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236, the accused is charged with one offence, and it 
When a person is appears in evidence that he commit- 

offend hl^can'be ted a different offence for which he 
convicted of another, might have been charged under the 

provisions of that section, he may he convicted of 
the offence which he is shown to have committed, 
although he was not charged with it. 

(2) [ Omitted hj the Code of Criminal Procedure 
( Amendment ) Act , XVIII of 1923 .] 

Illustration. 


A is charged with theft. It appears that he committed the offence of criminal 
breach of trust, or that of receiving stolen goods. He may he convicted of criminal 
breach of trust or of receiving stolen goods (as the case may be) though he was not 
charged with such offence. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 
2a. Illustration. 


3. Conviction for offence requiring 

complaint by specified persons. 

4. Powers of appellate Court. See 

S. 423 and Notes thereunder. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Abetment and principal offences. See S. 236 Note 8. 
Cognate offences. See S. 236 Note 1. 

Conviction for offences not charged. See Note 2. 
Different offence — . Conviction for. See Note 2. 
Distinct offences. See Note 2. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes made in the Code of 1898 — 

Sub-section (2) was newly added. 

Changes made in 1923 — 

Sub-section (2) was omitted and inserted as sub-s.(2A) to S. 238 by 
the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

2. Scope of the section. — The general rule is that an accused 
person cannot be convicted of an offence of which he was not charged, 
and of which consequently he has had no notice. This section, 
however, enables the Court to convict a person of an offence which is 
disclosed in the evidence and for which he might have been charged 
under the provisions of section 236, although he was not charged 
with it. The reason of the rule is that the facts relied upon by the 
prosecution at the beginning of the trial, of which he has notice, are 
sufficient notice of all offences which such facts will constitute. 

The section will apply, therefore, only in cases falling within 
S. 236. 1 For cases in which a conviction has been given under this 
section without framing a charge therefor, see Note 1 to S. 23G. 2 In cases 
where S. 236 has no application as, for instance, where the offence 


Section 237 — Note 2 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 All 665 (667) : 40 Cri L Jour 948, Thahur 'Singh v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (68) : ILR (1938)1 Cal 290 : 39 CrLJ 161, Golohcv. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 796 (799) : 62 Cal 956 : 37 Cr. L. J. 701, Ishtaharv. Emperor. 

2. For cases in which conviction can be given, see cases cited under Note 1 to S. 236. 
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which of several offences such facts would constitute. See also the 
undermentioned case . 7 

The Chief Court of Oudh has also held that it is not illegal to 
convict a person of an offence under S. 452, Penal Code, in a case in 
which he has been charged under S. 323, in the light of the wording of 
this section and S. 236, but that the question to be decided in each case 
is whether the accused has or has not been prejudiced in his trial by 
the fact that the charge was framed under the wrong section . 8 

Where a Court finds it necessary to make use of the section to 
convict an accused person of an offence with which he has not been 
charged, it should he particularly careful to formulate in its own mind 
the charge upon which, had it been duly framed, it would be prepared 
to convict . 0 

2a. Illustration. — The illustration to the section only applies 
to the class of cases referred to in S.236 and does not refer to cases in 
which there is no doubt as to what offence has been committed on the 
facts relied on by the prosecution, but it is merely doubtful which 
offence will he proved (see Note 1 under s. 236). This section is therefore 
no authority for holding that in such cases, on a charge of one offence, 
a person can be convicted of a different offence. 1 

3. Conviction for offence requiring complaint by specified 
persons. — Where a person is charged with offence A on facts on 
which he might have been charged also with offence B under s. 236, 
but the latter offence is one which could not be taken cognizance of by 
the Court in the absence of a complaint by the aggrieved person, it has 
been held that he could not be convicted of offence B under this section 
in the absence of such complaint . 1 

See also Note 6 to S. 199. 

4. Powers of appellate Court. — See S. 423 and Notes thereunder. 


7. (’33) AIR 1933 All 30 (31) : 34 Cri L Jour 44 5,Qabul v. Emperor. (Charge for 
murder — Conviction under S. 194, Penal Code, not illegal as it falls under S. 237, 
hut the accused should nevertheless be ashed to plead to the charge.) 

8. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 2G3 (263) : 39 Cr. L. J. 937, Emperor v. Shankar Day ah 
R. (’16) AIR 1916 All 294 (294) : 17 Cri L Jour 64 (64), Abdul Bab v. Emperor. 

Note 2a 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 796 (801) : 62 Cal 956 : 37 Cr. L. J. 701, Ishtahar Ehondkar 
v. Emperor. (AIR 1930 Privy Council 130 is criticised in this decision as 
suggesting the contrary — It is doubtful if this interpretation of the Privy Council 
case is justified.) 

Note 3 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 All 201 (201) :41 Cr.L. J. 499, Haidar Aliv. Emperor. (Prosecu- 
tion under Ss. 366 and 376, Penal Code — Conviction for ofience under S. 49S, 
Penal Code, not legal in absence of complaint by husband.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 3S5 (385, 386) : 1918 Pun Re No. 2 Cr : 19 Cri L Jour 300, 
Boda Singh v. Emperor. (Under S. 199, Cr. P. C., complaint by husband for 
ofience under S. 498,1. P. C., is contemplated — Accused charged with theft cannot 
be convicted under S. 498, I. P. C.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Rang 169 (171) : 4 Rang 131 : 27 Cr L J 1075, U Nyan Neinda v. 
Emperor. (Prosecution for ofience under S. 121A directed — Facts disclosing 
another offence under Chapter VI of the Penal Code, requiring complaint or order 
under S. 196 — Conviction under the latter not valid.) 
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238 .* (1) When a person is charged with an Section 238 
when offence offence consisting of several parti- 

proved included in > . 'T . 0 \ 

offence charged. ClllarS, a Combination 01 S0TH6 Only Of 

which constitutes a complete minor offence, and such 
combination is proved, hut the remaining particulars 
are not proved, he may be convicted of the minor 
offence, though he was not charged with it. 

(2) When a person is charged with an offence 
and facts are proved which reduce it to a minor 
offence, he may be eonvieted of the minor offence, 
although he is not charged with it. 

( 2 A ) f When a person is charged with an offence, 
he may be convicted of an attempt to commit such 
offence although the attempt is not separately charged. 

(3) Nothing in this section shall be deemed to 
authorize a conviction of any offence referred to in 
section 198 or section 199 when no complaint has been 
made as required by that section. 

Illustrations 

(a) .4 is charged, under S. 407 of the Indian Penal Code, with criminal 
breach of trust in respect of property entrusted to him as a carrier. It appears, that 
he did commit criminal breach of trust under S. 40G in respect of the property, 
but that it was not entrusted to him as a carrier. He may be convicted of criminal 
breach of trust under S. 400. 

(b) A is charged, under S. 323 of the Indian Penal Code, with causing 
grievous hurt. He proves that lie acted on grave nnd sudden provocation. He may 
be convicted under S. 335 of that Code. 

Sub-section (2A) was inserted »by the Code of Criminal Procedure 
(Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

Synopsis 

1. Scope and principle of the 4. When minor offence requires 

section. complaint — Sub-section (3). 

2. “ Minor offence.” 5, Powers of appellate Courts and 

3. Attempt — Sub-section (2A). High Court. 


* Code of 1882 — Section same ns that of 1898 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 457. 

457. When a person is charged with an offence and part of the charge is not 
TTT , „ , proved, but the part which is proved amounts to a 

• ^ l Z n . ?$? ncc P™ vc d clifferent offence, he may be convicted of the offence 
included in offence ], e ; s proved to have committed, though ho was 

charged. not charged with it. 


Illustrations 

(a) Same as illustration (a) above. 

(b) A is charged with murder. He may be convicted of culpable homicide, 
or of causing death by negligence. 

Code of 1861 — Nil. 

| See Note 1 under section 237. 


2Cr.88. 
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4. Scope and principle of the section. — The section contem- 
plates a conviction of a minor offence included in the offence charged 
in either of two cases. The first is where the offence charged consists 
of several particulars, a combination of some only of which constitutes 
a complete minor offence and such combination is proved but the 
remaining particulars are not proved. 1 The second is where facts 
are proved which reduce the offence charged to a minor offence. 2 
Illustration (a) to the section is an example of the first class of cases, 
and illustration (b), of the second. 3 

The principle on which the section proceeds is that where an 
offence consists of several particulars, a combination of some only of 
which constitutes a complete minor offence, the graver charge gives- 
notice to the accused of all the circumstances going to constitute the 
minor offence of which he may be convicted. The latter is arrived at 
by mere subtraction from the former. But when the circumstances- 
constituting the major charge do not necessarily and according to the 
definition of the offonce imputed by that charge, constitute the minor 
offence also, the principle no longer applies, because notice of the former - 
does not necessarily involve notice of all that constitutes the latter.' 1 

The section is an exception to the rule that a person cannot be 
convicted of an offence with which he is not charged. 5 Therefore, 
though under this section an accused person can be convicted of an 
offence different from that he was accused of, it should be done only 
in cases where the accused is not prejudiced in any way by tbe conviction 
on the new charge. 0 Thus, where the accused is charged under S. 457, 

Section 238 — Note I 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 281 (282) : 1938 R L R 139 : 39 Cr.L.J. 7G1, Maung Ba 
v. The King. (Charge under S, 353, Penal Code, of assaulting public servant — 
Magistrate finding that person assaulted was not public servant — He can be 
convicted under S. 352, Penal Code — Dissenting from G C W N 202.) 

2. (’93) 7 CP LR Cr 17 (18), Empress v. Shcodayal. (Trial on charge of murder — 
Conviction under S. 330, Penal Code, without framing charge thereon is incorrect.) • 

3. (’93) 7 C P L R Cr 17 (18), Empress v. Shcodayal. 

4. (’74) 11 Bom HCR 240 (241), Beg. v. Cliand Niir. (Charge for murder — 
Conviction for abetment of it is bad unless the accused is charged specifically with it.) • 

(’93) 7 C P L E Cr 17 (18), Empress v. Shcodayal. (Charge under S. 302, Penal 
Code — Conviction under S. 330 not legal.) 

(1900) 13 C P L R Cr 1G7 (168), Empress v. Dongria Goali. (Charge of murder — 
Conviction for dishonest misappropriation of property possessed by the deceased 
is not good, if the charge for the ofience has not been framed.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 502 (504, 507) : 49 Bom 84 : 2G Cr. L. J. 1000, Emperor v. 
Ranchhod Sursang. (Conviction of accused under S, 307 read with S.34 or S. 114 
is legal though they were charged only with offences under Ss. 304, 148 and 149, 
Penal Code.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 432 (432) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1135, Emperor v. Baghya Naghya.. 
(Charge under principal ofience — Conviction for abetment cannot stand.) 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 903 (904) : 26 Cr.L.J. 594, Nayan TJllah v. Emperor. 

6. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (7) : 23 Cr, L. J. 114, Balhcsar Singh v. Emperor. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Converse of the section, i. e. conviction Major and minor offences — Examples 
for major offence, not charged. See of offences not coming under the 
Note 1. category. See Note 2. 

Evidence insufficient for major offence. m . , ... „ . •, 

See Note 1 Trial with assessors. See Note 1. 

Grievous hurt and rioting. See Note 2. Trial with jury. See Note 1. 
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Penal Code, for criminal trespass with intent to commit theft and where 
he denies the trespass, he cannot be convicted of criminal trespass 
with intent to commit adultery under S. 156, Penal Code, because, upon 
the case for prosecution and on the line of defence adopted by the 
accused, the latter cannot he said to have any knowledge of the charge 
of which he is convicted and would therefore be prejudiced in his 
defence. 7 But where in such a case the accused himself admits trespass 
but states that it was with the intention of committing adultery and 
not theft, he cannot be held to be, in any way, prejudiced, inasmuch 
as in order to sustain a conviction under S.45G, it is not necessary 
to specify any criminal intention. It is sufficient if a guilty intention 
is proved such as is contemplated in s. 441 of the Penal Code. 8 

Though the section enables a Court to convict a person of a minor 
offence, when charged with a major offence, there is no provision of 
law’ which allows the converse case, viz., the conviction for a major 
offence on a charge of a minor one. 0 

The powers given by this section are not controlled by the sections 
of the Code w’liieh prescribe the procedure to be follow’ed in trying the 
offence charged and have nothing to do with the form of the trial nor 
wnth the convicting authority. 10 Thus, the section invests a jury 
empanelled to try an offence triable by a jury to find as an incident 
that the facts proved amount to a minor offence and return a verdict 
of guilty or not guilty of such offence, 11 though such offence may not 
be triable by jury but is triable only with assessors. 12 In the same way, 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 824 (825) : 44 Cal 858 : 17 Cr.L.J . 424, Earali Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 217 (218), -Jadav Ealiton v. Emperor. (But if the accused is 
prejudiced, he must be retried.) 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 212 (213) : 19 I. C. 308 (Cal), Sital Chandra v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S.324, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 352 — Accused held prejudiced in 
the circumstances of the case and conviction set aside and retrial ordered.) 

[See (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 112 (113) : 41 Cr. L. J. 540, Dhanpat Bai v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 172 (175) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1039, Batoar Shah v. Emperor. 
(Charge of murder and offence under S. 396 — Conviction under S. 304 (2) and 
S. 379 is not illegal — Accused held not prejudiced in their defence.)] 

7. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (7) : 23 Cr.L.J. 114, Balkcsar Singh v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal663(663):41Cal743:15Cr.Ii.J.190,JlfafiomecZ.Hc>sscw \. Emperor. 

8. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 824(825):44Cal 358:17 Cr.L.J.424, Karali Prasad v. Emperor. 
See also S. 223 Note 5. 

9. (’99) 1 Bom L R 513 (514), Queen-Empress v. Dargya. (Under S. 398, Penal 
Code, on a charge under S. 325, Penal Code.) 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 429 (430) : 1911 Upp Bur Rul 98 : 14 I. C. 973, Nga Eaung Nycin 
v. Emperor. (Under S. 458 on a charge under S. 392.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Low Bur 36 (37) : 11 Low Bur Rul 45, Nga Po Eyin v. Emperor. 
(Under S. 468 on a charge under S. 465.) 

(1900-’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 287 (288), Crown v. Chit Te. 

10. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 59 (60, 61) : 45 Bom 619 : 22 Cr. L.J.51, Ghangoiida v. 
.Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 134 (135) : 27 Cr. L. J. 650, Emperor v. Gulab Chand. 

11. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (664) : 39 Cr. L. J. 156, Emperor v. Earia Dhobi. 
(Offence charged robbery with grievous hurt — Jury can find accused guilty under 
S. 323 only, though no charge is framed under this section or under S. 325.) 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 41 (41), Queen v. Satoo Sheikh. 

See also S. 299 Note 5. 

12. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (664) : 39 Cr. L. J. 156, Emperor v. Earia Dhobi. ~ 
(’02) 26 Mad 243 (246, 247, 248, 249) : 2 Weir 463, Pattikadan TJmmaru v.. 

Emperor. (Verdict under S. 325, Penal Code, on a charge under Ss. 392, 397). . 
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Section 238 
Notes 1-2 


ifc empowers a Court trying an accused person for an offence with the 
aid of assessors to convict him for a minor offence triable by jury; care 
should, however, be taken to frame a charge for the minor offence, 
where the facts indicate a reasonable possibility of the minor offence 
being made out, so that from the beginning the trial may proceed 
according to the provisions of the Code and the parties concerned may 
have an opportunity to object to the trial if so advised . 13 But the 
section has no application to cases where there is no conviction by the 
jury of the minor offence. Thus, where on a charge under S. 304, 
Penal Code, the jury returned a verdict of not guilty, but returned 
a verdict of “guilty but not voluntarily” under S. 326, the verdict 
amounts to only a verdict of “not guilty” under s. 326 and this section 
has no application to such a case . 14 

2. “Minor offence. ” — The words “minor offence” are not defined 
anywhere in the Code and ought to be taken in their ordinary sense 
and not in any technical sense , 1 In the undermentioned case la a single 
Judge of the Bombay High Court observed as follows : 

“I do not think the argument relied upon is sound. It seems to me to proceed 
on the unwarranted assumption that the test by which an offence is deemed in 
S. 238 (1) to be major or minor is the gravity of the punishment incurred. The 
sub-section does not refer to the gravity of punishment at all ; it merely refers to 
the number of particulars constituting the offence : if a number of particulars is 
needed to constitute the offence, then for the purposes of S. 238 (1), it may be called 
the major ofienee : if a combination of some only of such particulars constitutes a 
complete offence then that offence is referred to in S. 238 (1) as the minor offence. 
I do not overlook that S. 238, sub-section (2) speaks of the proof of additional facts 
reducing an offence to a minor offence, and this does not accord with the view 
that the minor offence must always consist of fewer particulars than the major 
offence. But this is only a new form that the situation takes.” 

It is submitted that the view propounded would make the word 
“minor” in sub-section (l) superfluous, and is not correct. Further, it 

(’95) 20 Bom 215 (217, 218), Queen-Empress v. Dcvji Govindaji. (Verdict under 
S. 304 on a charge under S. 302.) 

(’01) 25 Bom 6S0 (689, 693, 694) : 3 Bom L E 278 (FB), King-Emperor v. Parbliu 
Shankar. (Verdict under S. 325 on a charge under Ss. 302 and 304.) 

(’26) AIE 1926 Bom 134 (135) : 27 Gr.L. J. 650, Emperor v. Gulabchand (Verdict 
under S. 411 on a charge under S. 412.) 

(1865) 2 Suth W E Cr 13 (13), Queen v. SakJiaut Sheilch. (Verdict under S. 379 on 
charge under S. 395.) 

(’28) AIE 1928 Mad 275 (275) : 29 Cri L Jour 351, Arumuga Konc v. Emperor. 
(Verdict under S. 325 on a charge under Ss.434, 392 and 397.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (428) : 37 Mad 236 : 13 Cri L Jour 739, In re Adabala 
Muthiyalu. (Verdict under S. 326 on a charge under S. 397.) 

(’29) AIE 1929 Nag 295 (296) : 31 Cri L Jour 557, Narayan Singh v. Emperor. 

(Verdict under S. 325 on a charge under S. 307.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 630 (630) : 8 I. C. 373 : 13 Oudh Cas 295, Shubrati v. Emperor. 
(Verdict under Ss. 376 and 109 — Attempt on a charge under S. 376.) 

(’15) AIE 1915 Low Bur 39 (45) : 16 Cr. L. J. 676 (682, 683) : 8 L B E 274, S. P. 

Gosh v. Emperor. (Verdict under Ss. 392 and 109 on a charge under S. 392.) 1 

See also S. 269 Note 3. 

13. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 59 (60, 61) : 45 Bom 619 : 22 Cr. L. J. 51, Changouda v. 
Emperor. (Conviction under S. 326 on a charge under S. 302.) 

14. (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 362 (366, 367) : 12 C W N 530, Emperor v. Ehudiram Das. 

Note 2 

1. (’95) 22 Cal 1006 (1010), Qziccn-Empress v. Sita Nath. 

la. (’36) AIE 1936 Bom 193 (196) : 60 Bom 485 : 37 Cr.L.J. 753, Emperor v. Abdul 
Bahiman. ■ 
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is not clear what is meant by the last sentence in the above passage. 
See the undermentioned cases 2 for illustrations of major and minor 


2. In the following eases the pest Is a minor o/Icnce, the tecond offence charged being the 
major one : 

(’•10) AIR 1010 Cal 321 (321) : 41 Cri L Jour 744, Baja Mea v. Emperor. (S. 323 
and S. 332, Penal Code.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Bom 193 (197) : 00 Bom 485 : 37 Cr. L. J. 753, Emperor v. Abdul 
Bahiman. (On a charge ol chcaling in pursuance of a conspiracy, the accused 
may be found guilty of cheating without a conspiracy — Latter is a minor offence.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 501 (501) : 33 Cr. L. J. 598, Kuppusamy Mudali v. Emperor. 
(S. 143, Penal Code— S. 147, Penal Code.) 

(’80) 5 Cal 184 (187), Bhoktcram v. Hccra Kolita — (S. 182, Penal Code — S. 211, 
Penal Code.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Sind GG (00, G7) : 8 Sind L R 179 : 10 Cri L Jour 104, Emperor v. 
Khubomal. (Do.) 

(’05) 32 Cal 180 (184) : 2 Cr. L. J. 171, Emperor v. Sarda Prosad. (Do.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 502 (504, 507) : 49 Bom 84 : 20 Cri L Jour 1000, Emperor v. 
Banchhod Sursang. (S. 307 read with S. 34 or S. 114 — S. 307.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 114(114), Hanuman v. Emperor. (S. 323, Penal Code — S. 147, 
Penal Code.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 320 (327) : 20 Cr.L.J. 598, Indar Singh v. Emperor. (S. 323, 
' Penal Code — S. 148, Penal Code.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 5GG (5G8) : 33 Cri L Jour 315, Jogindar Singh v. Emperor. 
(S. 323, Penal Code — Ss. 302 and 149, Penal Code.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 424 (420) : 34 Cal 325, Dasarath Mandal v. Emperor. (S. 323, 
Penal Code— S. 304 or S. 325.) 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 481 (482) : 39 Cal 890 : 15 1. C. 481, Kunja Bhuniya v. Emperor. 
(S. 323, Penal Code— S. 325, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 275 (275) : 29 Cri L Jour 351, Arnmuga Konc v. Emperor. 
(S. 324, Penal Code— Ss. 434, 392, 397.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 251 (253) : 35 Cri L Jour 943, Mohammad Nabi Khan v. 
Emperor. (S. 325, l’cnal Code — S. 301, Penal Code.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 295 (29G) : 31 Cri L Jour 557, Narayan Singh v. Emperor. 
(S. 325, Penal Code — S. 307, Penal Code.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 895 (89G) : 27 Cr.L.J. 92G, Emperor v. G. G. Wilson. (S. 334, 
Penal Code — S. 304, Penal Code.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (428) : 37 Mad 230 : 13 Cri L Jour 739, In re Adabala 
Muthiyalu. (S. 32G, Penal Code— S. 397, Penal Code.) 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 01 (02), Queen v. Lukhinarain. (S. 335, Penal Code — 
Ss. 304, 325 and 323, Penal Code.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 1059 (10G0) : 53 Cal 599 : 27 Cri L Jour 1314, Torap Ali v. 
Emperor. (Ss. 341, 352, Penal Code — Ss. 300, 498 and 147, Pennl Code.) 

(’84) 7 Mad 454 (450, 457) : 2 Weir 551, Quccn-Emprcssv . Papadu. (S. 352, Penal 
Code — S. 147, Penal Code.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 110 (111, 112) : 23 Cri L Jour 200, Muthukanakhu Filial v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’95) 22 Cal 1000 (1008, 1009), Quccn-Emprcssw Sitanath Mandal. (S. 305, Penal 
Code — Ss. 306, 370, Penal Code.) 

(’93) 17 Bom 369 (372), Queen-Empress v. Khoda Uma. (S. 379, Penal Code — 
S. 395, Penal Code.) 

(1804) 1 Suth W R CrL13(13).(Ss. 143 and 148, Penal Code— S. 302, Penal Codo.) 
(’95) 1895 Rat 797 (797), Queen-Empress v. Bhavjya. (S. 392, Penal Code — S. 398, 
Penal Code.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 147 (148) : 30 Cri L Jour 875, Haroon v. Emperor. (S. 403, 
Penal Code — S. 395, Penal Code.) 

(’98) 21 All 127 (128) : 1898 AWN 205, Queen-Empress v. Mathura Prasad. 

(S. 408, Penal Code — S. 409, Penal Code.) 

(’20) AIR 1926 Bom 134 (135) : 27 Cr. L. J. 650, Emperor v. Gulabchand Dosoji. 
(S. 411, Penal Code— S. 412, Penal Code.) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 73 (74), Queen v. Jogcshur Bagdce. (Do). 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 139 (140) : 29 Cri L Jour 232, Har Prasad v. King-Emperor. 
(S. 411, Penal Code — S. 413, Penal Code.) 

, (’86) 1880 Rat 293 (294), Queen-Empress v. Balu. (S. 414, Penal Code — S. 457, 

Penal Code.) 
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Section 238 offences. As to what are not major and minor offences, see the cases 
Note 2 cited below . 3 

Abetment. — Abetment is not a minor offence having regard to 
the manner in which snb-seetion (2A) expressly makes mention of an 
attempt to commit an offence and is silent as to abetment of an offence. 


(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 3S9 (3S9) : 26 Cri L Jour 682, Banamali Kumar v. Emperor. 
(S. 426, Penal Code — S. 430, Penal Code.) 

(’S7) 1887 Pun Re No. 9 Cr, p. 14 (16), Alla Bakhsh v. Empress, (S. 447, Penal 
Code — S. 457, Penal Code.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 424 (425) : 20 Ind Cas 408 (All), Hup Deb v. Emperor. (S. 447, 
Penal Code — S. 32 of the Forest Act.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 824 (826) : 17 Cr. L. J. 424 (426) : 44 Cal 358, Karali Prasad 
v. Emperor. (S. 456, Penal Code — S. 457, Penal Code.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 217 (218), Jadab Mahton x. Emperor (Do.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 402 (403) : 3 Luck 680 : 29 Cr. L. J. S93, Emperor v. Shiva 
Datla. (S. 290, Penal Code — S. 278, Penal Code.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 89 (89) : 25 Cri L Jour 1087, Munnay Mirsa v. Emperor. 
(S. 426 — S. 452, Penal Code.) 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 129 (130) : 36 Cr. L. J.S29, Nihora Zahar v. Emperor. 
(S. 441— S. 454, Penal Code.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 750 (751) : 17 I. C. 62 : 6 S L R 116, Emperor v. Chagan 
Bajaram. (S. 320 (8) Penal Code — S. 304, Penal Code.)] 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 All 665 (667) : 40 Cri L Jour 948, Thahur Singh v. Emperor. 
(S. 300, 1. P. C. - S. 385, Penal Code.) 

(’38) APR 1938 Cal 51 (69) : ILR (1938)1 Cal 290 : 39Cr.L. J.161, Golohe Bchari 
v. Emperor. ((1) Conspiracy with two different objects alleged — It is not certain 
that a conspiracy with only one of these objects is a minor offence — (2) where an 
offence is alleged to constitute the object of a conspiracy as charged, a conspiracy 
to commit a minor offence need not be a minor offence. (3) An offence alleged to 
constitute the object of a conspiracy is not necessarily a minor offence to the 
offence of conspiracy.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 375 (376) : 47 Mad 61 : 25 Cr. L. J. 554, In re Srccramulu. 

(S. 160, Penal Code — Ss. 147 and 323, Penal Code.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 18 (18) : 5 Sind L R 123 : 13 Ind Cas 206, Imperator v. JRino. 

(S 202 S 201 ) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 294 (295) : 34 Cri L Jour 524 (SB), Madlmsingh v. Emperor. 
(S. 302— S. 396, Penal Code.) . 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 903 (904) : 26 Cr. L. J.5M,NayanUllahx. Emperor. (Ss. 304 
and 149, 1. P. C S. 304, Penal Code.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 185 (1S5), In re Ponniali Rowthcr. (S.323, 1.P.C S.397, 1.P.C.) 

(’94) 7 C P L R Cr 17 (19), Empress v. Shcodayal. (S. 330.I.P.C — S. 302,I.P.C.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 895 (896) : 27 Cr. L. J. 926, Emperor x. G. G. Wilson. (S. 334 
— S. 352, Penal Code.) 

(’94) 2 Weir 302 (302), In re Savari Ayce. (S. 363, 1. P. C.— S. 302, 1. P. C.) 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 240 (242): 8 B.L.R. 120, Emperor v. Sahharam. (S. 366 — S. 376.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 544 (544) : 32 Cr.L. J. 301, Mangloo v. Emperor. (S. 369 — S. 392.) 
(’85) 1SS5 Rat 211 (212), Queen-Empress x. Dala Tala. (Ss. 380, 456 — S. 395.) 

(’12) 13 Cr.L. J. 597(597) : 16 1.C. 165(Cal), Amanullah x. Emperor. (S. 3S4— S. 379.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lab 109 (110) : 4 Lab 373 : 25 Cr. L. J. 385, Walltt x. Emperor. 

(S. 397, 1. P. C.— S. 302, 1. P. C.) 

(1900) 13 C P L R Cr 167 (16S), Empress v. Dongria Gaoli. (S. 404— S. 302.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 691 (691) : 7 Lab 561 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1004, Ghanus x. Emperor. 

(S. 412— S. 302.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 132 (134) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1361, Aclipal x. Emperor. (S. 412, 

I. P. C— S. 396, Penal Code.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 158 (159) : 8 Rang 13 : 31 Cr. L. J. 799, U Ea Doc x. Em- 
peror. (S. 427, Penal Code — S.409,1. P. C.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (414) : 59 Cal 8 : 32 Cr. L. J. 892, Mchar Sheilch x. Em - 
' peror. (Ss. 448, 323, I. P. C.— S. 395, Penal Code.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 97 (98) : 46 Bom 657 : 23 Cr. L. J. 259, Matubhai M. Shah 
x. Emperor. (S. 96, Bombay District Municipal Act — S. 97 read with S. 155 of 
the same Act.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 872 (872, 873) : 36 Cri L Jour 766, Dipchand x. Emperor, , 
(S. 353, Penal Code — S. 323, 1. P. C. — Opinion tentatively expressed.) 
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It. therefore, cannot come under this section .' 1 Sec also s. 23G Note 8. 

Bioting and unlawful assembly. — A charge of rioting under 
S. 147 or of being a member of an unlawful assembly under s. 140, does 
not by itself or by being charged together with a charge of hurt, 
include as a minor offence an act of violence by an individual accused 
so as to authorise under this section a conviction under S. 823 5 or S. 325° 
or S. 32 G 7 or for assault under S. 352 s or for criminal trespass . 0 The 
High Court of Madras has, however, held that a conviction on the sub- 
.stantive charge only, on a charge coupled wi.th S. 149, Penal Code, is not 
necessarily bad, the legality of the conviction depending on whether 
the accused has or has not been materially prejudiced by the form of 
the charge . 10 The Nagpur Judicial Commissioner’s Court has also held 
that a person can be convicted of the offence of causing hurt although 
the chargo is formulated as for the commission of an offence punish- 
able under s. 307, Penal Code, read with s. 149. n The Lahore High 

4. ('35) AIR 1935 Pesli G7 (G8) : 3G Cr.L.J. 1438, Sitraj Blicin v. Emperor. (The 
power of an Appellate Court, to change a conviction of a substantive offence into 
a conviction of an abetment is not conveyed by S. 238 and is not based on the 
principle that an abetment is a minor offcnco forming part- of the major or sub- 
stantive offence, but is conveyed by Ss. 23G nnd 237 and depends in every case 
upon the facts proved.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal G3 (64) : 28 Cri L -Tour 2, Jlulas Chand v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 35 (3G) : 49 All 120 : 27 Cr. L. ,T. 1118, Hahabir v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 432 (432) : 25 Cr. L J. 1135, Emperor v. Baghya Nagy a. 
[But sec (’40) AIR 1940 Lak 112 (113) : 41 Cr. L. J. 540, Dhanpat Bai v. 
Emperor. (There may no doubt be cases in which sub-s. (2) is applicable to 
abetment but the sub-section cannot apply where the facts that would constitute 
abetment would be quite different from those which would constitute tho 
principal offence.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 935 (937) : 37 Cri L Jour 247, Samuel John v. Emperor. 
(Charge of rape — Conviction of offence of abetment of rapo is legal — Case falls 
within S. 238 (2)— No charge of abetment necessary.)] 

See also S. 423 Note 31. 

5. (’3G) 19 N L J 18 (21), Gangabishan v. Emperor. (Where tho charge framed 
against the accused is one under S. 147, he cannot bo convicted under S. 323, 
without a specific chargo in that behalf.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 424 (42G) : 34 Cal 325, Dasralh Mandal v. Emperor, 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 49G (49G, 497) : 18 Cr. L. J. 800, In re Mongalu Aorodhono 
Hathi. (Napier, J., contra.) 

■(’11) 12 Cri L .Tour 82 (82) : 9 I C 455 (Ca\),Eanta Ncya v. Emperor. 

[See (’03) 30 Cal 288 (290), Yakub Ali v. Lethu Thakur. (Charge for rioting 
and conviction for same offence — Appellate Court convicting accused under 
Ss. 448 and 323 — Held conviction bad.)] 

•6. (’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 427 (432) : 34 Cal G98 : H C W N GGG, Jalindra v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 502 (503) : 15 Ind Cas G46 (Cal), Beasuddi v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pnt 210 (218, 219) : 21. Cr. L. J. 439, Pertab Bai v. Emperor. 

(’80) 5 Cal 871 (873), Government of Bengal v. Mahaddi. 

7. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294): 41 Cal 662 : 15 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. Madan. 
(’01) G Cal W N 98 (101), Bam Sarup Bai v. Emperor. 

8. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 712 (713) : 9 Pat 642 : 30 Cr. L. J. 891, Mallu Gope v. Emperor. 

9. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), Queen v. Salamat Ali. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 631 (G32) : 15 Cri L Jour 188, Ariff Munshi v. Emperor. 

( ’18) AIR 1918 Mad 496(490) : 18 Cr. L. J. 860, In re Mongalu Aorodhono Hathi. 

10. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1 (6) : 47 Mad 746 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1297 {FB),InreThccthu- 
malai Gounder. (Ss. 149 and 326 — Conviction under S. 326.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 110(111) : 23 Cr.L.J. 206 ,MuthukanalekuPillaiv. Emperor. 
(S. 147 — Conviction under S. 352.) 

11. (’36) 19 N L J 18 (21), Gangabishan v. Emperor. (The fact that the charge 
was framed under S. 307 read with S. 149 will not preclude the Court from eon- 
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Section 238 
Notes 2-5 


Court was also inclined to a similar view in the case cited below . 12 

3. Attempt — Sub -section (2 A). — Under Act xvni of 1923, 
sub-s.(2) of S. 237 has been transferred to this section and re-enacted 
as sub-s.(2A), as more appropriate here than under s. 237. 

Under this sub-section, when a person is charged with an offence, 
he may be convicted of an attempt to commit such offence although 
he is not separately charged with the attempt . 1 

5. When minor offence requires complaint — Sub-section (3). ' 

— This section must he read subject to ss. 198 and 199 which require 
the complaint of the aggrieved person, before the Court can take 
cognizance of offences referred to therein. 

A person charged with one offence cannot, therefore, be convicted 
of a minor offence if the latter requires a complaint by a particular 
person mentioned in ss. 19S and 199 of the Code, when there is no 
such complaint. Thus, a prosecution for adultery under S. 497 or for 
enticing away a married woman under S. 49S requires a complaint by 
the husband and therefore, a person charged with rape or abduction 
cannot he convicted either under S. 497 1 or under s. 49S 2 in the absence 
of a complaint by the husband. Similarly, no conviction can be made 
under S. 498 when the complaint was specifically made under s. 497 
only . 3 So also, no conviction can be made under S. 500 for defamation 
in the absence of a complaint by the person aggrieved, where the 
complaint was under Ss. 353 and 504' 1 or under S. 501, Penal Code . 5 It has 


victing the accused of the offence punishable under S. 307 or any other minor 
offence constituted by the same facts.) 

12. (’25) AIR 1925 Lah 280 (2SG) : 20 Cr L .7 820, Bohela x. Emperor. ( 13Cr.L.,T. 
502 and 5 Cri L Jour 427, doubted — Actual decision proceeding on evidence.) 

Note 3 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 44 (47) : 37 Cr.L.J. 12, Shco Karain Singh v. Emperor. 
(’75) 12 Bom H C R 1 (7), Beg. v. Bamajirav Jivbajirav. 

(’99) 2G Cal 803 (SG7) : 3 C W N 653, Lai a Ojha v. Queen -Empress. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 18 (43) : 25 Cri L Jour 1313, Bilinghurst v. Blackburn. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 723(725, 72G):G0 Call79:34 Cr.L.J. 177, Hanumanx. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 4S0(4S2):48 Mad 774 : 20 Cr.L.J. 755, In rc Doraisamy Iyer. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 030 (630) : 8 I. C. 373: 13 Oudh Cas 295, Shubrati v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 099(699):4 PatLJ 391:17 Cr.L.J. 272 (2721 Sadho v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 50l(503):13 Pat 729:30 Cr.L.J. 17, Bhihhari Singh v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 473 (475) : 41 Cal 537 : 15 Cr. L. J. 4, Kahcharan Mukcrjec 
v. Emperor. (A case under the Bengal Excise Act.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 649 (G53) : 41 Cal 545 : 15 Cr. L Jour 35, Booth v. Emperor . 

Note 4 

1. (’82) 5 All 233 (235) : 18S3 A W N 1, Empress of India v. Kalin. 

(’02) 29 Cal 415 (410) : 0 C W N 677, Chcmon Garo v. Emperor. 

(’03) 30 Cal 910 (915, 916) : 8 C W N 17 (FB), Tara Prosad Laha x. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 284 (286):19 I. C. 710:1912 UBR 155, Nga Po Thaw v. Emperor. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 All 201 (201) : 41 Cri L Jour 499, Haider AH v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 164 (167):31 Bom 21S:9BomLR14S,E7?ipcrorT. IsapMohammad. 
(’04) 27 Mad 61 (62) : 2 Weir 236, Bangaru Asari v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 287 (2S8) : 14 I. C. 671 (Bom), Emperor v. Iman Khan. 

(’02) 30 Cal 910 (915) : S G W N 17 (FB), Tara Prosad Laha v. Emperor. (In 
view of this decision, 20 Cal 483, wherein the deposition of the husband was held 
to be a complaint, cannot be taken as laying down good law.) 

3. (’73) 1873 Pun Re No. 18 Cr 20 (21), Shcr Singh v. Croion. 

4. (’87) 10 All 39 (42, 43) : 1887 AWN 264, Queen-Empress v. Dcolcinandan. 

5. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. IS Cr, p. 67 (69), Emperor v. TJma Shankcr. 
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been held in the undermentioned case 0 that the Court cannot convict 
an accused, "person of a minor offence for the taking cognizance of 
which a complaint " under S. 195 is necessary, without such complaint. 
See also Note 6 to S. 190, Note 6 to s. 196A, Note 6 to s. 193 and Note 6 
to section 199. 

8. Powers of appellate Courts and High Court. — An 

appellate Court may exercise the powers under this section and may 
alter a conviction for a major offence into one for a minor offence. 1 
It is competent for the High Court, even in a reference under S. 307 
of the Code, to convict the accused of any offence of which the jury 
could have convicted him. 2 See also Note 31 to S. 423 and Note 16 to 
section 307. 


What persons 239 .* The following persons may 

j^ntiy! charsed he charged and tried together, namely : 

'Code of 1898, original S. 239. 

1239. When more persons than one are accused of the same offence or of 
m , different offences committed in the same transaction, or 

, i • ti 1 ^ when one person is accused of committing any offence, and 

oe cnargea jointly. another of abetment of, or attempt to commit such offence, 
they may be charged and tried together or separately, as the Court thinks fit ; and 
the provisions contained in the former part of this Chapter shall apply to all such 
charges. 

Illustrations 

(a) A and B are accused of the same murder. A and B may be charged and 
tried together for the murder. 

(b) A and B are accused of a robbery, in the course of which A commits a 
murder with which B has nothing to do. A and B may be tried together on a 
charge, charging both of them with the robbery, and A alone with the murder. 


(’23) AIR 1923 0udh4(6):260udhCas 44:23 Cr.L.J. G41, Gaya Barhai v. Emperor. 
6. (’25) AIR 1923 A11129(130):47A11 114:26 Cr.L.J. 44G, Narain Singh v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 All 710 (712) : 41 Cr.L.J. Ill , Nand Kishorer. Emperor. (The- 
powers conferred upon the appellate Court by S, 423 are limited by the provisions 
of Ss. 236, 237'and 238.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 281 (282) : 1938 R L R 139 : 39 Cr. L. J. 761, Mating Ba v. 
The King. (Conviction under S. 363, 1. P. C., for assaulting public servant — 
Appellate Court finding that person assaulted was not public servant — Convic- 
tion can be altered to one under S. 352, I. P. C.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 44 (47) : 37 Cr.L.J. 12, Sheo Narain Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 All 143 (143) : 23 Cri L Jour 198, Hanuman v. Emperor. (From 
conviction under S. 147, 1. P. C., to one under S. 323, 1. P. C.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 662 (663) : 25 Cr. L. J. 900, Bandhu v. Emperor. (Conviction 
under S. 302, 1. P. C., altered into one under S. 307, 1. P. C.) 

(’91) 14 All 25 (29) : 1891 AWN 170, Queen-Empress v. Hughes. (Conviction 
under S. 366, 1. P. C., altered into one under S. 361, 1. P. C.) 

(’86) 1886 Rat 293(294), Queen-Empress v. Balu. (Conviction under S. 457, 1.P.C., 
altered into one under S. 414, 1. P. C.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 296 (296) : 2 Luck 503 : 28 Cr. L. J. 673, Jawad Hussains. 
Emperor. (Conviction under S. 353, 1. P. C., to one under S. 189, 1. P. C.) 

2. (’77) 3 Cal 189 (192), Empress v. Harai Mirdlia. (Conviction under S. 143 on 
, charge under Ss. 326 and 149, 1. P. C.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 143 (144) : 10 Bom L R 632, Emperor v. Chandrakrishna. 
(Conviction under S. 379, 1. P. C., on charge under S. 395, 1. P. C.) 

(’95) 22 Cal 1006 (1009), Queen-Empress v. Sitanath Mondal. (Conviction under 
S. 365, 1. P. C., on a charge under Ss. 366 and 376, I. P. C.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (428) : 37 Mad 236 : 13 Cri L Jour 730, In rc Adahala 
Muthiyalu. (Conviction under S. 326, 1. P. C., on a charge under S. 397, 1. P. C.}- 


Section 238* 
Notes 5-5 


Section 232 
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.'Section 239 


( a) persons accused of the same offence committed 
in the course of the same transaction; 

b ) persons accused of an offence and persons 
accused of abetment, or of an attempt to 
commit such offence ; 

(e) persons accused of more than one offence of 
the same kind, within the meaning of sec- 
tion 234 committed by them jointly within 
the period of twelve months; 

(cl) persons accused of different offences com- 
mitted in the course of the same transaction ; 

( e ) persons accused of an offence which includes 

theft, extortion, or criminal misappropria- 
tion, and persons accused of receiving or 
retaining, or assisting in the disposal or 
concealment of, property possession of which 
is alleged to have been transferred by any 
such offence committed by the first-named 
persons, or of abetment of or attempting to 
commit any such last-named offence ; 

(f) persons accused of offences under sections 411 

and 414 of the Indian Penal Code or either 
of those sections in respect of stolen property 
the possession of which has been transferred 
by one offence ; and 

(g) persons accused of any offence under Chapter 
XII of the Indian Penal Code relating to 
counterfeit coin, and persons accused of any 
other offence under the said Chapter relating 
to the same coin, or of abetment of or 
attempting to commit any such offence; 

and the provisions contained in the former part of this 
Chapter shall, so far as may be, apply to all such 
eharges. 

This section was substituted for original S. 239, by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

(c) A and-B nre both charged with a theft, and B is charged with two other 
thefts committed by him in the course of the same transaction. A and B may be 
both tried together on a charge, charging both with the one theft, and B alone 
with the two other thefts. 

. Codes of 1882 and 1872 — S. 239 and S. 458, respectively, were same as 
that of 1898 Code. Code of 1861 — Nil. 
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S y n 

1. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

2. Whether Ss. 234, 235, 236 and 

239 are mutually exclusive. 

2a. Clauses of S. 239, if mutually 
exclusive. 

3. “May be tried together.” 

4. “Accused of the same offence” 

— Clause (a). 

5. Abetment and attempt — Cl. (b). 
5a. Offences of the same kind — 

Clause (c). 

6. “Same transaction” — Clauses 

(a) and (d). 

7. Acts done in pursuance of 

conspiracy. 

S. Acts in prosecution of a common 
object. 

9. Several persons giving false 
evidence in the same case. 

Other Topit 

Accused need not act together from start 
to finish. See Note 6. 

Bribery. See Note 8. 

Contempts of Courts by different per- 
sons. See Note 6. 

Dncoities. See Notes 3 and G. 

Different accused tried for different 
offences in same transaction. See Notes 
G and 7. 

Different objects. See Notes 7 and S. 
Distinct and separate offences. See 
Note G. 

False information. See Note G. 

Forgery. See Notes 5 and G.' 

Forgery and perjury. See Note 9. 
Kidnapping with other offences. See 
Note 6. 


10. Printing and publishing seditious 

matter. 

1 1. Defamation by different persons. 

12. Continuing offence. 

13. Kidnapping and abduction. 

14. Keeping gaming house and using 

it. 

15. Charge need not refer to transac- 

tion being same. 

16. Clause (e). 

17. Clouse (f). 

18. Clause (g). 

19. Simultaneous trials. 

20. Criminal breach of trust and 

receiving stolen property. 

21. Effect of illegal trial. See Note 10 

under S. 537 and Note 5 under 
S. 233. 

22. Objection as to joinder. 

(miscellaneous) 

Legislative amendments. See Notes 1G 
aud 17. 

Local and special Acts. See Note G. 
Murder with other offences. See Note 4. 
Murder and S. 201, 1.P.C. See Note 6. 
Not in same transaction. See Note 19. 
Offence under Ss. 401 and 413, I. P. G. 
See Notes G and 16. 

Receivers of stolen property — Several 
and distinct. See Note 17. 

Receiving stolen property. See Notes 6, 
17 and 16. 

Security proceedings. See Notes 1 and 6. 
Sections 411 and 458, 1.P.C. See Note 6. 


1. Scope and applicability of the section. — This is the last 
exception to the rule enacted in S. 233 that every offence must be tried 
separately. It is only under this section that the joint trial of several 
accused persons is permissible . 1 

The section applies only to trials and not to enquiries. It is not 
illegal, therefore, to jointly commit several accused persons for offences 
not falling within the provisions of this section , 2 though it should, as 
a matter of prudence, be avoided . 3 


Section 239 — Note 1 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 P G 130 (133) : 39 Cr.L.J. 452 : 65 I A 15S : 32 S L R 476 : 1 L R 
(1938) 2 Gal 295 (PC), Babulal v. Emperor. 

•(’36) AIR 1936 Sind 47 (48) : 37' Or. L. J. 716, Dholiomal v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Or. L, J. 11 (13) : 4 Nag L R 71, Emperor v. Balwant Singh. 

2. (’97) 1897 Rat 915 (915), Queen-Empress v. Baghu Hari. 

(’02) 26 Mad 592 (594) : 2 Weir 262, In the matter of Govindu. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 45 (47) : 20 Cr.L.J. 379 : 42 Mad 561, In re Nalluri Chcnchiah. 
[But see (’97) 1897 Rat 925 (926), Queen-Empress v. Daulata Dhondi. (Where it 
was quashed on account of prejudice caused.)] 

See also S. 207 Note 5 and S. 233 Note 1. 

3. (’69) 11 Suth W R Or 16 (16), Queen v. Eurcem. 


Section 239 
Hotel 
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Section 239 
Notes 1-2 


Inquiries under chapter VIII stand on a somewhat^ different 
footing. Under S. 117 of the Code, such inquiries have to he made as 
nearly as may be practicable in the manner prescribed for conducting 
trials. Section 239 will apply to such inquiries and a joint inquiry of 
several persons proceeded against under chapter vni would he illegal 
if the case does not come within the terms of this section. 311 

The section is subject to the rules as to jurisdiction laid down in 
chapter XV and consequently a Magistrate cannot try persons for 
offences committed outside his jurisdiction, though otherwise the case 
may fall within the provisions of this section.' 1 

The provisions of the section refer to persons accused , that is to 
say, charged. The provisions are, therefore, intended to deal with the 
position as it exists at the time of charge, and not with the result of 
the trial. Hence, a joint trial of several persons under this section is 
not vitiated merely by the fact that at the end of the trial the facts 
found happen to he different from those on the footing of which the 
charges were originally framed. 6 

2. Whether Sections 23$, 235, 236 and 239 are mutually 
exclusive. 

Section 239 and Ss. 234 to 236. — It has been generally held 
that the provisions of this section and Ss. 234 to 236 may he applied 
cumulatively to a case, so that where two or more persons can bo 
jointly tried under this section for certain offences, it is permissible 
to add as against one of such persons charges which could he added 
under ss. 234 to 236 if he were being tried alone. 

Illustrations 

1. A Is accused of theft and B is accused of having received the stolen 
property. A and B can he tried together under clause (e) of this section. A is also 
accused of having committed another offence which forms part of the same trans- 
action as the theft. There is no objection to the joinder of a charge for this other 
offence against A in the same trial. {Section 235). 1 

2. A and B commit a cortain offenco and as such nre liable to be tried 
together under clause (a) of this section. There is no objection to joining against 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No, 22 Cr, p. 47 (49), Queen v. Haibat. 

3a. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 58 (60, 61) : 8 C W N 180, Bran Krishna Saha v. Emperor. 
(’91) 1891 Rat 585 (5SG), Queen-Empress v. Gaiba. 

(’91) 1891 Rat 556 (557), Queen-Empress v. Bapu. 

(’07)5 Cr.L.J. 197 (199) : 5 C. L. J. 231 : 11 C \Y N 472, Eamal Narain v. Emperor. 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 839 (840): 30 Cr.L.J. 1161 : 52 Mad 991, Sachidanandam 
v. Gopala Aiycngar. 

See also S. 177 Note 3. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 249 (250) : 41 Cr. L, J. 734, Bhagolclal v. Emperor. 

(’40) AIR 1940 Nag 340 (343) : 1940 N L J 459 (462), Earmanand v. Emperor. 
(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 499 (501) : 41 Cri L Jour 452, Naihu Chaudhury v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 P. C. 130 (133) : 39 Cr.L.J. 452 : 65 I A 158 : 32 S L R 476: 1 L R 

(1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC), Babulal v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 193S Sind 171 (173) : I L R (1939) Ear 204 : 39 Cr.L.J. 890, Emperor v. 
Balumal. (Tho trial is bad not because the accused has been wrongly convicted 
but because he has been wrongly charged.) 

(’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 728 (729) : 62 Cal 946 (950) : 162 I. C. 943, Superintendent and 
Bemembranccr of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Baghu Lai. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107 (113) : 49 Cal 573 : 23 Cr.L.J. 657, Abdul Salim v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 All 337(342,343): 37 Cr. L. J. 794:58 All 695, Emperor v. Mathuri. 
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A under S. 234 another charge for a different offence of the same kind committed 
by him in the course of the same year. 2 

3. Where A and B are tried together under this section, there is no objection 
to an additional charge being framed against one of them under S. 23G (in the 
cumulative or in the alternative) and tried at the same trial. 2 

But a contrary view lias been held in t-lie undermentioned cases. 4 
See also Note 5a. 

But the provisions of this section are not controlled by Ss. 234 to 
23G. 6 In other words, the circumstances under which a joint trial is 
permissible under this section cannot he restricted by considerations 
based on Ss. 234 to 23G. 

Sections 235 and 23G. — Sections 235 and 23G may apply to the 
same case. Thus, where several charges have been rightly joined against 
the same accused under S. 235, there can he no objection to one of 
such charges being in the alternative under s. 23G. C 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 811 (812, 813) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1224, Kir an jan v. Emperor. 
[See however (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 198 (199): 2G Cr. L. J. 319, Ah Kit v. Emperor. 

(A accused of three offences under S. 234 — Baccuscd of abetment of two of these 
offences — There is misjoinder of charges — IfB had been charged with abetment 
of all the three offences, the joint trial would have been legal.)] 

3. ('36) 62 Cal 94G (950) : 37 Cri L Jour 728 : 1G2 Ind Cas 943, Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. P.aghu Lai. (In case of joint trial 
under this section, Court can convict a person of an offence with which he was 
not expressly charged, bv applying the provisions of S. 237.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 29S (299) : 56 Cal 110G : 30 Cri L Jour 1015, Tota Meah v. 
Emperor. (In the case of a joint trial of accused persons an alternative charge 
against one of them is legal.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 244 (245) : 5 Ind Cas 7G9 (Cal), Janld v. Emperor. (Fifteen 
accused charged under S. 395, Penal Code, and three of them also charged under 
Ss. 411 and 412 — No misjoinder.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (193) : 1 S. L. R. 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. (Accused 1 to 3 
charged under S. 302 — Accused 3 further charged in alternative under S. 201 — 
Trial not illegal.) 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 All 202 (203) : 30 Cri L Jour G87 : 51 All 544, Jancshar Das v. 
Emperor. (The words at the end of the section are more by way of limitation 
than extension.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 537 (538) : 2G Cri L Jour 1097, Chhajju v. Emperor. (Where 
the accused was charged under Ss. 413 and 401, Penal Code, with other persons 
who were charged under S. 401 the accused cannot be tried with the others as cl. 
(d) does not apply as the offences are not in the same transaction and cl. (e) does 
not apply as offence under S. 401 does not include theft as one of its elements.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 All 316 (317) : 46 All 54 : 25 Cr.L. J. 4GG, PuttooLal v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 234 and 239 cannot he combined.) 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (133) : 39 Cr. L. J. 452 : G5I A 158 : 32 S. L. R. 476 : 
ILR (1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC), Babulal v. Emperor. (Clause (d) is expressly an ex- 
ception to S. 233 and enables a plurality of offences to be dealt with in the 
same trial — But it does not import either expressly or by implication the limita- 
tion set out in S. 234 according to which not more than three offences of the same 
kind committed within the space of twelve months can be tried together or the 
limitation contained in S. 235 (1) under which more offences than one committed 
by the same person can only he tried together if they are in one series of acts so 
connected together as to forfn the same transaction, in which case there is no 
specific limit of number.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (483) : ILR (1939) Bom 42 : 40 Cri L Jour 118, Emperor 
v. Karamalli Gulamalli. (S. 239 not controlled by S. 234.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Oudli 161 (165): 26 Cr. L. J. 1602, Bisliambhar Nath v. Emperor. 
(Section 234 does not control S. 239, cl. (d).) 

6. (’32) AIR 1932 All 25 (26):33 Cr. L. J. 122:54 All 337, Kashi Nathv. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 All 49 (50) : 53 All 233 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1007, Shib Charan\. Emperor. 

[See however (’34) AIR 1934 Mad 673 (674) : 35 Cri L Jour 1503 : 58 Mad 178, 
In re Srirangachariar. (Held that Ss. 235 (1) and 236 are mutually exclusive 
. and if a case is governed by one or them it cannot be governed by the other — 


Section 239 
Note 2 
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Section 239 
Note 2 


Section 234 and Ss. 235 and 23 G. — A, B and 0 are offences of 
the same kind, as for example, several acts of breach of trust, D is an 
offence which forms part of the same transaction as A, as for example, 
falsification of accounts to conceal the offence A. Similarly, E and F 
are parts of the same transaction as B and C respectively. Under 
S, 234, A, B and c could he tried in one trial as being offences of the 
same kind. Under S. 235, A and D could be tried together at one trial 
as forming parts of the same transaction. So also, B and E and C and 
P. But can A, B, C, D, E and F he all tried together in the same trial 
by virtue of ss. 234 and 235 read together ? The general view is that 
they cannot. 7 Where, however, several acts of misappropriation are 
lumped together in a single charge under S. 222 (2), it has been held 
that the acts of falsification of accounts committed for the purpose of 
concealing the former offence will constitute parts of the same trans- 
action as such offence and can bo tried at the same trial. 8 

Where a person is charged with several offences under S. 234, 
there is no objection to his being tried on additional charges framed 
under s. 235 (2) or S. 23G. n 

But the observation really only means in this case that S. 23G does not apply to 
distinct offences while S. 235 does not apply to offences which are not distinct 
offences— The decision does not negative the proposition that if one of the 
offences involved in a transaction is doubtful a charge can be framed in respect 
of it under S. 23G.)] 

7. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 1 (2) : 30 Sind L R 391 : 38 Cri L Jour 324, Emperor v. 
Muhammad Ismail. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Nag 178 (180) : 31 N. L. R. 337 : 3G Cr. L. J. 1216, Eamshcshan 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 327 (32S) : 34 Cri L Jour G73, Bamcshwar v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 64 (65) : 26 S.L.R. 191 : 33 Cr.L.J. G50, Emperor v. Attursing. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 86 (87): 32 Cr.L.J. 540:6 Luck 441, DitbriMisirx. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 22 (23) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1099, Emperor v. Dhancshram. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 261 (261, 262) : 27 Cr. L. J. 143 : 48 All 236, Faujdar Mahto 
v. Emperor. (Two acts of kidnapping and two acts of cheating — Each act of 
kidnapping and each act of cheating forming a separate transaction.) 

(’26) A IR 1926 Bom 110 (111) : 27 Cr. L. J. 305 : 49 Bom 892, Emperor v. Manant. 
(’22) AIR 1922 All 214 (214): 23 Cr.L.J. 258: 44 All 540, Shuja-nd-dinv. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 296 (296): 41 Cal 722 : 15 Cr.L.J, 153, BamanBcharyv. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 428 (429): 40 Cal 318 : 20 I. C. 412, Emperor v. Jiban Krishna. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 285 (286) : 32 All 219 : 5 I. C. 896, Slico Saran v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 4 (5) : 30 All 351 : 190S A W N 152 : 5 All L J 400, Emperor v. 
Mata Prasad. 

(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 341 (342) : 30 Mad 328: 17 M L J 141 : 2 M L T 177, Kasi Visva- 
nathan v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 34 (36) : 1905 Pun Re No. 2 Cr : 1905 PunLRNo.44, Bhagwati Dial 
v. King-Emperor. (Where the accused was charged, tried and convicted in the 
same trial for (a) forgery of three cheques (b) cheating in respect of each cheque 
and (c) falsifying account books to conceal the forgery of each cheque — Held that 
the trial was illegal.) 

[See also (’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 10 (11, 14), Nga Lun Mg. v. King-Emperor. 
(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 33 (33), Nga Po Clinn v. Queen-Empress.] 

[But sec (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 232 (234): 35 Cr.L. J. 876: 13 Pat 170, Bam Kishoon 
Pcrshad v. Emperor. (Ss. 234 and 235 can be treated as cumulative.)] 

8. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 312 (315) : 62 Cal 808, Kashiram v. HurdutBai Gopal Bai. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 349 (350) : 10 Pat 4G3 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1026, Michel John v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 775 (776) : 60 I. C. 422: 22 Cr.L.J. 230, Gajadharv. Emperor. 

[See also (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 843 (844) : 30 Cr. L. J. 95S, Mangal Sen v. Emperor.] 
[But see (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 178 (181) : 31 N. L. R. 337 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1216, Bam 
Sheshan v. Emperor. (Chargo under S. 222 (2) does not make the different acts 
of criminal misappropriation or criminal breach of trust the same transaction.)] 

9. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 226(244):33Bom221: 10BomliR973,InreBalGa7igadharTilaJc. 
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2a. Clauses of Section 239, if mutually exclusive. — a and B 
commit an offence and are liable to be tried jointly under clause (a) of 
this section. A and 0 commit different offences in the course of the 
same transaction. They can be jointly tried for such offences under 
clause (d) . But A, B and C cannot be jointly tried at the same trial by 
combining clauses (a) and (d). In this sense the clauses of this section 
are mutually exclusive. But they are not mutually exclusive in the 
sense that more than one clause may apply at the same time to a ease. 
Thus, where A is accused of an offence and B of the abetment thereof, 
the case comes under clause (b) , but if the offence and the abetment 
form parts of the same transaction, the case will also fall under 
clause (d). 1 

3. “May be tried together. ” — Before the amendment of 1923, 
the section contained the words “as it thinks fit,” and it was held that 
it was in the discretion of the Court to adopt, in each case, whichever 
course it regarded as most conducive to the ends of justice. 1 The- 
omission of the said words in the present section does not, however,, 
make any difference and the words “may be tried together” show that 
it is still in the discretion of i^he Court to adopt whichever course it 
thinks best. 2 The manner in which this discretion should be exercised 
depends on the facts of each case. 3 Wherever the applicability of the 
section is doubtful, it is far better that it should not be applied than 
that it should. 4 Nor should joinder of charges be resorted to when 


Note 2a 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 164 (167) : 39 Cr. L. J. 881 : ILR (1939) Ear 64, Chuhar. 
vial v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 All 233 (234) : 27 Cri L Jour 193, Abdullah v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 91 (107) : 45 All 226 : 25 Cr. L. J. 497, Emperor v. Ear Prasad. 

(’23) 76 I. C. 966 (967) : 25 Gr. L. J. 294 (Cal) (EB), Emperor v. Charu Chundcr. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 688 (689) : 16 Cri L Jour 3 (4), Superintendent and Remem- 
brancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Monmohan Roy. (S. 239 is merely an 
enabling section.) 

(’90) 13 Mad 426 (427) : 1 Weir 290, Queen-Empress v. Sami. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 255 (256) : 16 Nag L R 9 : 21 Cr.L. J. 769, Govinda Sambhuji 
v. Emperor. (Overruled in A I R 1937 Nag 17 (E B) on another point.) 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (483) : 40 Cr. L. J. 118 : ILR (1939) Bom 42, Emperor 
v. Karamalli Gulamalli. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 22 (22) : 38 Cri L Jour 750, Bhola Sardar v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 753 (759) : 38 Cr. L. J. 545, Rash Bchari v. Emperor. (Even 
where Ss. 235 and 239 justify a joinder, it should not be resorted to if there is a 
risk of embarrassment to the defence — AIR 1925 Cal 341, relied on.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Sind 47 (48) : 37 Cr. L. J. 716, Dholiomal Earoomal v. Empefor. 
(Trying Magistrate should exercise the discretion judicially — High Court is com- 
petent to interfere if discretion is exercised arbitrarily.) 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 753 (759) : 38 Cr. L. J. 545, Rash Behari v. Emperor. (The 
High Court, on a consideration of the circumstances of the case, has power to 
hold that the accused should not have been tried jointly and can set aside the 
conviction and sentences without directing a retrial, should it think fit.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 743 (743) : 16 Cri L Jour 348, Dioarka Singh v. Emperor. 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 474 (475) : 38 Cri L Jour 183, Nga Po Htwe v. Emperor. 
(Separate trials should be ordered — Acquitting one of the accused is wrong.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 177 (178) : 50 Mad 735 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1381, Samiullah v. Emperor.. 
[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 164 (165) : 39 Cr. L. J. 881 : I L R (1939) liar 64, 
Ghuhar Mai v. Emperor. (Offence in S. 239 includes minor and alternative- 
offences under Ss. 235 and 236 — 33 Bom 221, followed.)] 
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Section' 239 there is a risk' of embarrassing the defence by such joinder. 5 Where 

XSotes 3-5 four dacoities were committed at four different places within two years 

and the accused, fourteen in number, were alleged to have taken part in 
one or more of them, it was held that it would have been more proper 
to try them separately for the dacoities in which they took part rather 
than try them jointly for an offence under S. 400, Penal Code. 6 

An exercise of discretion under the section, even if improper, will 
not be interfered with, unless it has occasioned a failure of justice. 7 

4. “ Accused of the same offence ” — Clause (a). — The word 
“offence” has been defined in S. 4 (l) (o) as meaning “any act or omission 
made punishable by any law for the time being in force.” The w r ords 
“same offence” would, therefore, signify one and the same physical act 
of crime and not different acts constituting crimes called by the same 
name or punishable under the same section. 1 Thus, several persons 
being together in possession of the same stolen property 2 or several 
persons together subscribing their names to a false written statement 3 
-commit the same offence. See also the undermentioned cases. 4 Where five 
or more persons actuated by a single motive made several attacks against 

5. (’39) AIE 1939 Cal 321 (322) : 40 Cri L Johr 049, Nanda Ghosh v. Emperor. 
(Girl confined in accused’s house and ravished at night by him — Later, girl taken 
■out along with other nccused and all tnking her ornaments — Whole incident 
not a single offence— Occurrence though single transaction, separate charges must 
be framed for separate offences.) 

'(*37) AIR 1937 Cal 22 (22) : 33 Cri L Jour 750, Bhola Sardar v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 753 (759) : 38 Cri L Jour 545, Bash Behari v. Einpcror. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 341 (345) : 52 Cal 253 : 26 Cri L Jour 487, Alimuddin Nashar 
v. Emperor. (Ss. 235 and 239 are merely enabling sections.) 

•6. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 260 (261) : 10 I. C. 833 (Lah), Ghulam Mustafa v. Emperor. 
7. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 47(48): 37 Cr.L.J. 716, Dholiomal Karoomal v. Emperor. 

(Discretion exercised judicially— High Court will not interfere.) 

4’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107 (112) : 49 Cal 573 : 23 Cr. L. J. 657, Abdul Salim v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’39) 43 C W N 196 (197), Durgamoni Dassi v. Emperor. (There is no provision 
of law under which persons charged under S. 36S, Penal Code, for separate acts 
of concealment of the same girl can be tried together.) 

■(’39) AIR 1939 Rang 390 (391) : 41 Cr.L.J. 153, Nga Sar Eccr.Tho King. (“The 
same offence" means an offence arising out of the same act or series of acts.) 

•(’16) AIR 1916 Nag 73 (75): 18 Cr.L.J. 339 (342): 13 NLR35, Gunwant v. Emperor. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 811 (812) : 35 Cri L Jour 1224, Niranjan v. Emperor. 

3. (’84) 1884 All W N 52 (53), Empress v. Mcharban Singh. 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 615 (616) : 39 Cr. L. J. 816, In re Vccra Bcddi. (Proceed- 
ings under S. 110, Cr. P. C. — Four charges of attempt to commit rape framed 
against A, B and G for which they were jointly responsible — Joint trial of all is 
desirable — Addition of other charges of a trivial nature not material where 
accused not prejudiced.) 

{’19) AIR 1919 Cal 367 (368) : 46 Cal 712 : 20 Cr. L. J. 122, Eailash Chandra v. 

Emperor. (Two persons together cheating another.) 

{‘17) AIR 1917 Mad 524 (525) : 17 Cr. L. J. 30 (31), Appadurai Iyer v. Emperor. 
(Three persons jointly entrusted with money and committing criminal breach of 
trust in respect thereof in collusion.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 233 (234): 27 Cr.L.J. 193, Abdullah v. Emperor. (Wilful murder 
by members of unlawful assembly in prosecution of common object of assembly.) 
{’33) AIR 1933 Rang 271 (272) : 34 Gr. L. J. 1185, TJ Po Toner. Emperor. (Com- 
plaint of dacoity with murder — All can be tried together.) 

{’35) AIR 1935 Rang 299 (300) : 36 Cri L Jour 1380, Nga Tha Aye v. Emperor. 
(Ofiences of murder and grievous hurt committed by accused in course of the 
same transaction and in furtherance of the common intention — All can be tried 
in one trial.) 
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certain persons, it was held that they committed a single riot and not 
a number of separate riots. 5 

The term ‘offence’ under this section has been held to include 
minor and alternative offences. 0 See also Note 2. 

In the undermentioned case," when A made a false charge against 
X of stealing goats, and next day B made a false charge against X of 
stealing the same goats, it was held that A and B committed the same 
offence. It is submitted that this is not correct. A and B cannot ho 
said to have committed the same act of crime though they may be said 
to have committed similar acts forming part of the same transaction. 
The same observations will apply to the case cited below. 8 

Where a single offence has been committed and the allegation of 
the prosecution is that either A or B committed the crime, it cannot 
be said that A and B committed the same offence. They cannot, 
therefore, he tried together at one trial under this section. 0 So also 
where A is charged with committing murder by stabbing X while B is 
charged in the alternative with abetting A in stabbing X and with 
stabbing x himself, A and B should be tried separately. 10 

5. Abetment and attempt — Clause (b). — Under clause (b), 
persons accused of an offenco and persons accused of abetment 1 or of 
an attempt to commit such offence,- may bo jointly tried. The trial of 
•offenders and their accomplices would therefore come under this clause; 3 

5. (’23) AIR 1925 Oudh 65 (GG) : 25 Cri L Jour 1109, Frag v. Emperor. 

G. ('38) AIR 1938 Sind 1G-1 (1G5) : 39Cr.L.J. 8S1:ILR (1939) Ivar 64, Chnharmal 
v. Emperor. 

7. (’03) 27 Mail 127 (129) : 1 Weir 192, Mallappa Pcddi v. Emperor. 

S. (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 522 (523) : 18 Cr.L.J. G87, Emperor v. Lain Gopc. (Whero 
five tenants who acted in concert are charged with the ofiencc of mischief com- 
mitted in respect of different plots in their respective possessions, they can be 
said to have committed only one offence.) 

S. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 390 (391) : 41 Cr. L. .T. 153, Nga Sar Kcc v. The King. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 5G3 (5G4):7LowBurRul G8:21I.C. 1G3, Azim-Ud-din s’. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Rang 193 (194) : 35 Cri L Jour 1312, Intaj Khan v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 67 (68) : 24 Cri L Jour 750, Kyon Dice v. Emperor. 

[See (’99) 3 Cal W N cclxxvii (cclxxviii), Baldco Lai v. Empress.] 

10. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 512 (512) : 39 Cr.L.J. 198, Nga Mya Scin V. The King. 

Note 5 

1. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 255 (25G) : 14 Ind Cas G07 (Cal), Priya Nath v. Emperor. 
(Licensed vendor punishable by implication under S. 50, Bengal Excise Act, may 
be tried together with his agent who commits the offence, for the case is of 
abetment by implication.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 743 (743) : 1G Cr. L. J. 348 (348), Ewarha Singh v. Emperor. 
(’84) 1884 All W N 52 (53), Empress v. Mchrban Singh. 

(’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 32 Cr, p. 39 (40), Thakur Singh v. Empress. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 384 (385, 386) : 25 Cr. L. J. 792, Arumuga v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 102 (103) : 31 Cr. L. J. 457, Subbayya Pillai v. Scsha Iyer. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 275 (278) : 17 Oudh Cas 27G : 15 Cr.L.J. G43, Abbas v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 714 (716) : 8 C W N 717 : 31 Cal 1007, Prossunno v. Emperor. 
[Cut see (’20) AIR 1920 All 358 (358) : 42 All 24 : 20 Cr. L. J. 634, Kadhc Mai 
v. Emperor. (User of forged document — Abetment of forgery.)] 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Lah 364 (365) : 1919 Pun Re No. 30 Cr : 21 Cri L Jour 30G, 
Akbar v. Emperor. (Offence of rape and an attempt to commit rape can be tried 
jointly when committed in the same transaction.) 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 638 (640) : 50 Mad 274 : 27 Cr. L. J. 394, In re Sogia- 
. muthu Padayachi. 
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so also would a trial of two persons, one for attempt to commit an 
offence and another for abetment of the offence. 4 
See also the undermentioned case. 5 

5a. Offences of the same kind — Clause (c). — a and b are 
accused of jointly committing two distinct offences of the same kind 
but not forming part of the same transaction. Can they be tried 
together ? Under the section as it stood before the amendments of 1923 
there was no provision corresponding to clause (c) of the present section 
and there was a divergence of opinion on the question. According to 
one set of cases, 1 the words at the end of the section “and the provisions- 
contained in the former part of this chapter shall apply to all such 
charges” did not refer to Ss. 234 to 23S but only to SS. 221 to 232, that 
therefore the word “person” in s. 234 could not be read as including 
“persons,” that neither S. 234 nor S. 239 consequently applied to the 
case and that therefore they could not be tried together. According to 
another class of cases, 2 the words quoted above include also Ss. 234 to 
238, that in this view the word “ person ” in S. 234 must be read as 
including “persons” and that the joint trial was not had. Clause (c) 
now makes it clear that such a trial is permissible. 3 For the clause to 
apply, the offences charged must be of the same kind' 1 and they must 
have been committed by the accused persons jointly. 5 

Offences under section 41 (h) and (j) of the Factories Act, 1911, are 
offences of the same kind within the meaning of this section. 0 

6. “Same transaction” — Clauses (a) and (d). — Where a 
commits offence X, B commits offence Y and c commits offence z, 
and x, Y and z form parts of the same transaction, A, B and c can, 
at one trial, be tried for the offences of X, Y and Z respectively. 1 There 

4. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 10G (107) : 9 I C 618 : 38 Cnl 453, Kali Das v. Emperor. 

5. (’38) AIR 193S Sind 1G4 (167) : 39 Cr. L. J. 8S1 :1 L R (1939) Kar 64, Chuhar- 
mal v. Emperor. (Joint trial of persons accused of offence and those accused of 
abetment may be justified not only under cl. (b) but also under other clauses, 
as for example, -where both the offences constitute the same transaction.) 

Note 5a 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Lnh 78(79):1917 Pun Re No.17 Cr:18 Cr.L. J. 282, Tulsiv. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 124 (124) : 17 Cr.L.J. 224, Bahiman Bibi v. Mubarak Mondal. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 11 (14) : 4 N L R 71, Emperor v. Balwani Singh. 

(’14) AIR 1914 LB 263 (204) : 16 Cri L Jour 44: 7 LB R 272, PoMya v. Emperor . 
(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 139 (140) : 20 Cr. L. J. 7, Shyad Lai v. Emperor. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 126 (128) : 33 Cal 292 : 10 C W N 32, Budhai Sheikh v. Tarah 
Sheikh. (A and B looting on two occasions.) 

('ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 266 (267) : 10 Ind Cas 331 (Lah), Mahbvb Ali v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (198) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Guiana. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 246 (247) : 22 Cri L Jour 657, Bam Prasad v. Emperor. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487(493):20 Cr.L.J. 354, Kumaramuthu Pillai v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 168 (169): 19 Cr.L.J. 673 : 3PatL J124,ITailos7iPtf. v.Empcrom 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 404 (404) : 38 All 457 : 18 Cr.L.J. 47, Emperor v.Bcclian Pandc. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 181 (181) : 23 Cri L Jour 719, In re Eovaganli. 

3. (’39) 1939 Mad W N 1253 (1253), In re Randan. 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 164 (165): 39 Cr.L.J. 881 :1 L R(1939)Knr64,C7iw7iarma7 
v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 116 (117) : IS I. C. 676 (All), Shankar v. Emperor. 

5. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 208 (209) : 10 I. C. 63 (Lab), Kami Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 188 (189) : 33 Cri L Jour 274, Aganuala v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 249(250): 1940 NL J 309:41 Cr.L.J. 734, Bhagolclal v. Emperor. 
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is no limit to the number of offences which can ho charged when they 
come under clause (d) of this section 2 hut they should all form part of 
one and the same transaction . 3 The words “same transaction” have the 
same meaning as they have in s. 235. 4 As seen in Notes to that section, 
the test whether the several offences are parts of the same transaction 
is to see whether they are so related to one another in point of purpose, 
or as cause and effect, or as principal and subsidiary acts, as to constitute 
one continuous action . 5 Where there is such continuity of purpose or 
design and continuity of action, the different acts may be regarded as 


(’38) AIR 1938 All 91 (95) : 39 Cr.L. J. 364, Mirza Zaliid Beg v. Emperor. (Where 
the offence of causing death and the offence of destroying evidence relating 
thereto are closely connected in point of time, there is no misjoinder of charges, 
if a joint trial of the several accused takes place in respect of them.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 299 (300) :3G Cr.L. J. 1318, NgaThaAye v. Emperor. (Murder 
and grievous hurt in course of same transaction.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 25 (26) : 54 All 337 : 33 Cr. L. J. 122, Kashinalh v. Emperor. 
(Several charges rightly joined against same accused under S. 235(1) — There is no 
objection to another accused being joined under S. 239 as regards one of those 
charges.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 367(368):46 Cal 712:20 Cr.L.J. 122, Kailash Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 75 (80) (Lah), Isliar Das v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cr.L.J. 191(195, 200) : 1 Sind L R 73, Emperor v. Ghulam. (Ss. 201 and 302.) 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 582 (584) : 7 Bom L R 637, In re Shriniwas Krishna. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 149 (152) : 53 Cal 929 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1268, Ashutosh v. Watson. 

(S. 72, Provincial Insolvency Act and S. 102, Presidency Towns Insolvency Act.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Mad 450 (450) : 52 Mad 532 : 30 Cr.L.J. 9S3, SriramuluNaidu v. 
Emperor. (Where a person commits forgery and another abets forgery and uses 
the forged document as genuine, the offences are parts of the same transaction.) 
(’05) 2 CalL J 47n(4Tn), KunjaBchary v. Emperor. (Ss.363 and 372, Penal Code.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 160 (161) : 30 Cr. L. J. 619, Kali Kumar v. Naioab Ali. (All 
the offences committed by persons, whether substantive offences or abetment of 
those offences, can be tried together provided they were committed by the persons 
in the course of the same transaction.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 20 (21) : 50 All 412 : 28 Cri L Jour 1001, Darab v. Emperor. 
(Some persons are charged with offences punishable under Ss. 3 and 4, Gambling 
Act, and others are charged under S. 4 only — Their joint trial is legal.) 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 30 (33, 35) : 4Iud Cas 700 (Mad), In re Loganatha Iyer. (Persons 
associated from the first in the series of acts which form the same transaction.) 
(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 178 (179) : 1906 P L R No. 113, p. 364, Chhail Biliari v. Emperor. 
[C, who held a licence for sale of opium, allowed B, who did not hold license, to 
sell opium — The accused can be jointly tried and convicted of an offence under 
S. 9, Opium Act.) 

[See also (’31) 1931 Mad W N 397 (399), Govindaraja Mudaliar v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 5 and 6 and R. 27C, Motor Vehicles Act and S. 337, Penal Code.)] 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (133) : 39 Cr.L.J. 452 : 65 I A 158 : 32 S L R 476 : 1 L R 
(1938).2 Cal 295 (PC), Babulal v. Emperor. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 164 (167): 39 Cr.L.J. 881:1 LR (1939) Kar 64, Ghuharmal 
v. Emperor. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 52 (53) : 32 Cri L Jour 478, Ganesh Prosad v. Emperor. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 249 (250):41 Cr.L.J. 734, Bhagolelal v. Emperor. (Associa- 
tion and community of purpose among the accused.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 499 (501):187 I.C. 361(363):41 Cr.L.J. 452, Nathuv. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285):40 Cr.L.J. 197:ILR(1939)Nag686, Nanay. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Lah 793(794):39 Cr.L.J. 141,Khazan\. Emperor. (One of the accused 
illegally possessing revolver while preparing for dacoity — Accused can be jointly 
charged and tried for offences under S. 399, Penal Code, and S. 19(f), Arms Act.) 
(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 20 (21) : 37 Cri L Jour 240 : 15 Pat 138, Ajablal v. Emperor. 
(Person escaping from lawful custody with rescuer’s help — Intention of all is to 
secure release — Various acts bringing about escape form part of same transaction.) 
(’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 578(581) : 30 Bom 49:7 Bom L R 633, Emperor v. Datto Hanmant. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 39(45):21 Sind LR 107:27 Cr.L.J. 1233, Emperor v. Lukman. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 230 (231, 232):5 PatLJ 11:21 Cr.L.J. 161 , Gobinda v. Emperor. 
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a transaction. 0 Where there is no identity or community of purpose 
and no concert but the accused persons separately commit offences, 
whether of the same kind or not, they cannot be regarded as parts of 
the same transaction and a joint trial is bad. 7 As 1ms been seen in the 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nng 13G (1-10) : 29 Nng L R 251 : 34 Cri L Jour 505, Mrs. Bcgo 
v. Emperor. (Murder, the fabrication of evidence to suggest burglary and false in- 
formation given by one of them are so connected together as to form one transaction.) 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 191 (195) : ISLE 73, Emperor v. Qhulam. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 4S0 (497) : 29 Bom 449 : 7 Bom L R 527, Emperor v. Jclhalnl. 
(’10) 5 I. C. S47 (849) : 33 Mad 502 : 11 Cri L Jour 258, Choragudi v. Emperor. 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Nag 2G3 (264) : ILR (1939) Nng G44 : 41 Cr.L.J. 27, Provincial 
Government , C. P. A Bcrar v. Dinanath. (Prosecution alleging unity of criminal 
behaviour actuated by common intention on the part of all accused to extort con- 
fession — All accused are triable jointly — Necessity of a joint trial is strengthened 
if tliero is the additional element of proximity in time as well.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Ondh 21G (21G) : 39 Cr.L.J. 853, Wall Jan v. Emperor. (Quarrel 
between three accused on one side and one G on other side — G beaten, and while 
going to thana for reporting, her buffalo forcibly taken by three accused nnd 
another to cattle pound — Held, incidents formed part of the same transaction 
— Joint trial by joining charges under S. 323, Penal Code, and S. 22, Cattle Tres- 
pass Act, in one trinl held not illegal.) 

(’36) AIR 193G Nng 250 (251) : ILR (1937) Nng 165 : 38 Cri L Jour 482, Chlioten 
Miyan v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 34, C. P. Excise Act — Bottling of liquor in 
order thnt the liquor should be kept and sold in pursuance of the unlawful designs 
of the accused — There is such continuity of action ns is required by S. 239 — 
That bottling of liquor was done some time previous to the selling of it is immaterial.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 136 (140):34 Cr.L.J. 505:29 NLR 251, Mrs. Pego v. Emperor. 
(’IS) AIR 1918 Bom 117 (121) : 43 Bom 147 : 20 Cr.L.J. 71, Emperor v. Madhav 
Laxman. (Kulknrni and Patil of village conspiring and cheating certain persons 
on same day by asking them to pay in excess of what was legally due ns assess- 
ment — Joint trial not illegal as offences form part of same transaction.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lali 78 (79, 80) : 18 Or. L. J. 2S2 (2S3, 284) : 1917 Pun Re No 17 
Cr, Tulsi v. Emperor. (Sections 467, 472 nnd 420.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 487 (493):20 Cr.L.J. 354, Kumaramuthn Pillai v. Emperor. 
(Sections 34S and 380.) 

[Sec (’40) AIR 1940 Nng 340(313):1940 N L J 459 (462), Parmanand v. Emperor. 
(Joinder of charges under Ss. 302 and 331 with charges under S. 330 held justified.) 
(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 321 (322): 40 Cr.L.J. 649, Nanda Gliosc v. Emperor, (Where 
a girl is kidnapped by A and later on A along with others take away her orna- 
ments, although the whole occurrence might be regarded as one single transac- 
tion, separate chnrges should be frnmed for the separate offences that went to 
make up the transaction.)] 

7. (’40) 44 CWN 315 (31G), Asmal v. Emperor. (A joint trinl of a person charged 
with theft under S. 379, Penal Code, with others charged under S. 147, Penal 
Code, with having rescued him, is illegal — The theft and the subsequent rescue 
cannot be said to be acts committed in the course of the same transaction.) 

(’40) 1940 MWN 97 (99), Patcyya v. Emperor. (Sudden clash between rival com- 
munities in villnge — Joint trinl for hurt, mischief, house-breaking and dacoity 
of several persons — Held, all the events that took place on thnt particular day in 
the village could not be said to be parts of the same transaction — Joint trial 
not proper.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 499 (501) : 187 I. C. 361 (3G3) : 41 Cr. L. J. 452, Nathn 
- Ghaudhnry v. Emperor. (Servants of samo mnstordoingdiflercntnctsntdiflerent 
places nnd on different occasions, not necessarily same transaction — Mere 
existence of common purpose in the various nets does not necessarily make them 
parts of the same transaction.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Rang 113 (113) : 41 Cr. L. J. 790, S. Pillay y. Shaih Thumhy. 
(Person charged under S. 486, Penal Code, charged and tried jointly* with person 
charged under S. 485, Penal Code, in absence of ovidence connecting goods in 
possession of former with counterfeit die in possession of latter.) 

(’38) AIR 193S Cal 769 (770) : 40 Cr. L. J. 280, Ali IJydcr v. Emperor. (It is 
doubtful if an offence under S. 376, Penal Code, committed by five persons before 
the end of September 1936 can be held to be part of the same transaction as an 
offence under S. 377 committed by three of them between the end of December 
193G nnd the end of June 1937.) 
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(’38) AIR 1938 Mad 743 (744, 745): 39 Cr.L.J. SGI, Emperor v. Krislinan. (Trial 
for violating R. 30 (a), Madras Motor Vehicles Rules framed under S. 16, Motor 
Vehicles Act — Several offences committed on different dates by several owners 
and drivers — Joint trial is objectionable.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 22 (22) : 38 Cr. L. J. 750, Bhola Sardar v. Emperor. (A, B, 
C and D abducting a woman and raping her in a field — Woman then taken 
to E’s house and raped there by him — Then woman made over to F who raped 
her — Joint trial of all is illegal as acts committed by A, B, C and D on the one 
hand, and E and F on the other were not parts of same transaction.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 188 (189) : 38 Cr.L.J. 542 : I L R (1939) Nag 297, Ghasiram 
Tularam v. Emperor. (Selling opium without licence nnd importing foreign 
opium into British India.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 248 (21S) : 37 Cr.L.J. 513, Ganauri Mia v. Emperor. (Tres- 
pass and riot — Person found in possession of another’s shop after riot — No 
finding ns to whether person is put in possession by rioters or riot was in further- 
ance of an intention to put the trespasser in possession — Joint trial of person 
accused for trespass with those accused of rioting is not proper.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 91 (92) : 11 Pat 779 : 34 Cr. L. J. 215, Gancsh Parshad v. 
Emperor. (Two petitioners tried for the misappropriation of various items of 
money which were independent transactions carried out by them independently 
of one another.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 927 (928) : 22 Cr.L.J. 333 : Gopal Kahnr v. Emperor. (Informa- 
tion to police given by two persons separately on different dates.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 471 (471) : 18 Cr. L. J. 833 (633), Emperor v. Fa:al Sheikh. 
(Two persons executed one kabuliyat and two others executed another kabuliat 
on the same day.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 132(132): 4 UppBurRul 127:25 Cr.L.J. 319, King-Emperor 
v. Nga Scin. (Disobedience of a lawful order under S. 19, Burma Village Act.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 368 (369) : 34 Cr.L.J. 1175, Emperor v. Arnold;. (Illicit grazing 
of cattle — Thirteen accused — No prior consultation or community of purpose 
proved.) 

(’84) 1 Weir 707 (707), Jure Raya. (Labourers charged for individual breaches of 
their contracts.) 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 243 (248) : 190S Pun Re No. 12 Cr, Mangal Singh v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 240 (240) : 14 I. C. 432 (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. Irusan. 
(Joint trial of several persons for separate and distinct offences under S. 162B, 
Local Boards Act, is illegal.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lali 248 (249) : '7 Lah 1G8 : 27 Cr. L. J. 465, Aisha v. Emperor. 
(Disobedience of an order under the Municipal Act.) 

(’83) 1883 All W N 25 (25), Empress v. Dcbidial. (Contempt of Court by several 
persons.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 177 (177) : 50 Mad 735 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1381, In re Samiullah 
Sahib. (Theft by several persons of fish from waters.) 

(’14) MR 1914 Lah 42 (44) : 1913 Pun Re No. 20 Cr : 15 Cr. L. J. 11, Emperor v. 
Nanakcliand. (Joint trial of sixty-eight persons individually charged with using 
short weights.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 428 (429) : 23 Cri L Jour 596, Fateh Chand v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1923 Cal 11 (13) : 50 Cal 159: 24 Cr.L.J. 206, Asuiosh Das v. Purnaclian- 
dra. (No evidence of conspiracy between two opposite parties ns to the charge of 
publication of the defamatory matter — The two cannot bo charged together.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 320 (321) : 27 Cri L Jour 263, Kcramat Mandal v. Emperor. 
(Offence under S. 376, Penal Code, by two accused at one place — The woman 
taken to another place by one of the accused where he alone committed rape — 
Joint charge of rape at different places against both is improper.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 575 (576) : 1914 Pun Re No. 21 Cr : 16 Cr. L. J. 136, Em- 
peror v. Gliuni. (Case under S. 110, Cr. P. C.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 293 (294) : 6 Ind Cas 242 (Mad), Musalappa v. Emperor. 
(S. 21 (d), Madras Forest Act, and S. 147, Penal Code.) 

(’03) 29 Cal 385 (386, 387) : 6 C W N 468, Gobind Kocri v. Emperor. (S. 128, 
Railways Act and S. 225, Penal Code.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 148 (149) : 1917 Pun Re No. 44 Cr : 19 Cri L Jour 100, Jai 
Singh v. Emperor. (S. 395, Penal Code and Arms Act.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 352 (353) : 35 Cri L Jour 153, Pirano Lakho v. Emperor. 
(Joint trial of person charged under Ss. 215 and 411, Penal Code, with another 
under S. 411, there being no connexion between the two, is illegal.) 

(’07) 12 Cal W N xv (xvi), Jajnaram v. Emperor. (Ss. 224, 342, 225 and 147.) 
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(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 393 (394) : 1 C L J 475, Emperor v. Esua Sheikh. (Distinct and 
separate offences committed by separate sets of persons at different times.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 2G3 (204) : 10 Cr. L. J. 44 (45) : 7 Low Bur Rul 272, Po 
Mya v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 534 (535) : 15 Cr. L. J. 095 (095), In rc Anantha Padiyara. 
(Illegal trespass and on being ejected collecting unlawful assembly for forcing 
entry are distinct offences.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 452 (453) : 4 I. C. 1 (Cal), Lashari v. Emperor. (There whs no 
continuity in the idea or method of the rioters.) 

(’00) 4 Cri L Jour 479 (480) : 3 Low Bur Rul 214, Emperor v. Madhub Chandra. 
(S. 188, Penal Code, read with S. 3 of the Epidemic Diseases Act, and S. 419, 
Pendal Code.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 413 (414) : 20 Cr. L. J. 407, Surcndra Lai v. Emperor. (Joint 
trial of one charged under S. 201 and another under S. 304, Penal Code, was 
held illegal.) 

(’08) 4 Nag L R 71 (73, 74) : 8 Cri L Jour 11, Emperor v. Balwantsing. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pesh 112 (113, 114) : 35 Cri L Jour 1410, Faiz Alam v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged under S. 211, Penal Code, tried along with other persons charged 
with attempting to bribe doctor — Joint trial held not legal.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 114 (116, 117) : 7 Rang S21 : 31 Cri L Jour 387, Maung Ba 
Chit v. Emperor. (Ss. 120B, 379 and 413, Penal Code.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lali G30 (031) : 30 Cr. L. J. 070, Dhan Singh v. Emperor. (S. 174 
and S. 40G.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 139 (140) : 20 Cr. L. J. 7, Shy ad Lai v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lali 48G(48S):33Cr.L.J.5S4,.4ri«JiJ>as v. Emperor. (Ss. 401 and 413.) 

(’00) 33 Cal 292 (294) : 10 C W N 32 : 3 Cr. L. J. 120, Uudhai Sheik v. Emperor. 

(’00) 3 Cri L Jour 70 (70, 77) : 1905 Pnn Re No. 51 Cr, Jagga v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 411 and 458, Penal Code.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 30 (31) (Lali), Gurdilta v. Emperor. (Ss. 411 nnd 457.) 

(’93) 1S93 Pun Re No. 13 Cr, p. 01 (63), Chanda v. Empress. (Ss. 303 and 3GS, 
Penal Code.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lali S90 (S9G) : 32 Cr. L. .T. 139, Mangha Bam v. Emperor. (Two 
persons abducting girl — Third person not talcing part in abduction — Cheating third 
person by false representation ns to caste of girl — Transactions cannot be said to 
be same.) 

(’82) 1S82 All W N 215 (210), Empress v. Daya Bam. (Ss. 457 and 411.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lali 191 (192) : IS Cri L Jour 112 (112), Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 411 and 457.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 310 (317) : 4G All 54 : 25 Cr.L. J.406, Puttoo Lai v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 323 nnd 342.) 

(’S3) 1883 All W N 188 (1SS), Empress v. Earnam. (Ss. 193 and 471, Penal Code.) 

(’83) 18S3 All W N 15S (15S), Empress v. Jurawan. (Ss. 411 and 457, Penal Code.) 

(’82) 1882 All W N 178 (178), Empress v. Lckha. (Ss. 395 and 401, Penal Code.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 159 (100) : 32 Cri L Jour 9, Baghu JDusadh v. Emperor. 

(’05) 1905 Pun Re No. 3SCr, p. 77(78) : 1905 PLR No. 115, Sahibsing v. Emperor. 

(’05) 29 Bom 449 (453) : 7 Bom L R 527 : 2 Cr. L. J. 4S0, Emperor v. Jcthalal. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 285 (280) : 1907 PLR No. 117 : 1906 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, Nawab 
Singh v. Emperor. (Ss. 302 and 201, Pennl Code.) 

(’10) AIR 191G Bind 571 (571, 572) : 10 Cri L Jour 298 (299), In rc Mckalakati 
Subbadu. (Offences in different villages on different nights.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lali 537(538):20Cr.L.J. 1097, 0/t/mjyu v. Emperor. (Ss. 401 and 413.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lnh 132 (133) : 20 Cri L Jour 1301, Aclipal v. Emperor. (A person 
cannot be tried upon a charge under S. 412, jointly with others who are being 
tried for the offence of dacoity under S. 390.) 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 44 (47) : 1903 P L R No. 149, Singhara v. King - 
Emperor. (Ss. 30S and 419, Penal Code.) 

(’90) 2 Weir 304 (304), In rc Ponaganti Musalayya. 

(’82) 2 Weir 303 (303) : 5 Mad 20, Puli Sanlci Bcddi v. Queen. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 927 (928) : 22 Cri L Jour 333, Gopal Eahar v. Emperor. (Two 
persons giving separate false information on different dates.) 

(’83) 2 Weir 303 (303), In rc Porasu Nayako. (Tho accused persons acted inde- 
pendently and made separate defences — Held the joint trial was illegal.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 713 (714) : 8 C W N 715 : 31 Cal 1053, Hira Lai v. Emperor. 
(H and S, who were both concerned in an offence committed on a certain date, 
were jointly tried for that offence, as also for another offence committed by S only 
on a previous date.) 
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same Note, proximity of lime is not essential to constitute the acts, 
parts of the same transaction.® Nor is it necessary that the accused 
should have acted together from start to finish . 8 On the other hand, 
the mere fact that several offences of the same kind, such as dacoity, 
are committed at about a particular time, will not necessarily make 
them parts of the samo transaction . 10 

What does or does not form part of the same transaction is a 
question of fact in each particular case . 11 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lull 230 (236): 22 Cr.L. .7.145, Gliasita Mai v. Emperor. 

•(’25) AIR 1925 All 301 (303) : 20 Cr. L. .T. 734, Tuf ail Ahmad v. Emperor. (Injury 
caused by firing fireworks in public road — Persons causing injury cannot be tried 
together.) 

•(’82) 1822 All W N 180 (180), Empress v. Dalla. (Six persons tried for six dncoi- 
ties committed on different dates, the dncoitics do not form part of the same 
transaction.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 408 (409) : 22 Cri L Jour 397, Earn Sahai v. Emperor. (Five 
dacoities were committed in the same district within the period of one week — In 
each dacoity some persons were common but others were not.) 

•(’11) 12 Gr. L. .T. 208 (209) : 10 Ind Cns 03 (Lah), Karam Singh v. Emperor. ( A 
cheating X, B cheating Y and G cheating Z.) 

•(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 1G Cr, p. 45 (40), Khushala v. Emperor. (Cheating different 
persons at different times.) 

•(’12) 13 Cr. L. .T. 50G (507) : 15 I. C. 050 (Cal), G incur A Inrain v. Emperor. (Two 
persons charged for criminal misappropriation.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 All 417 (417): 30 Cr. L. .T. 214, Scwal: v. Emperor. (A harbouring 
two absconding offenders L and X and S with the same offence with respect to 
two different persons TI and P.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 142 (142, 143) : 29 Cr. L. .T. 1080, Sultan Ahmed v. Emperor. 
(Persons charged under Ss. 457 and 430 cannot be tried jointly with those charged 
under Ss. 411 and 414, Penal Code.) 

•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 477 (477) : 7 I. C. 390 (Mad), Shamnooga Tcvan v. Emperor. 
(Four accused were charged and tried together for two offences of dacoity com. 
mitted on 30fh May and 2nd June 1909, not forming part of the same tran- 
saction.) 

•(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 90 (92-94) : 32 Cr.L. J. 930: 8 Rang 032, Mccriah v. Emperor. 
(One of three accused charged with misappropriating sum of money and second 
with smaller portion of that sum and third with abetting the two — - Each act of 
misappropriation being complete in itself, the three cannot bo tried jointly.) 

-8. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 250 (251) : I L R (1937) Nag 105 : 38 Cr. L. J. 482, Chhotcy 
Miyan v. Emperor. (What lias to be looked to is continuity of action and unity 
of purpose — Identity of time is not essential • — Offence under S. 34, C. P. Excise 
Act — Bottling of liquor done so that it may be kept and sold in pursuance of 
unlawful design — There is continuity of notion, although bottling was done some- 
time previous to selling of liquor.) 

•(’00) 4 Cri L Jour 420 (421, 422) : 2 N L R 147, Emperor v. Bari Baot. (Mere 
interval of time does not by itself import want of continuity — Case under S. 235.) 
•(’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 578 (581); 30 Bom 49 : 7 Bom LR 033, Emperor v.Datto Eamnant. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 090 (092) : 20 Cr. L. J. 1513 : 49 Mad 74, In rc Malln Dora. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 78 (79) : 18 Cr.L.J". 282 (283) : 1917 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, Tulsi 
v. Emperor. 

•(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 52 (53) : 32 Cri L Jour 478, Gancsh Prasad v. Emperor. 

9. ('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 268 (209) : 10 Ind Cas 349 (Mad), Madaswamy Ghetty v. 
Emperor. (It is enough to show that ns each batch of the accused joined the 
principal accused, they adopted his intention.) 

10 . (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 325 (326) : 35 Cri L Jour 1048, Gunno v. Emperor. 

1 1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 104 (1G6) :'39 Cr.L.J. 881 : 1 LR (1939) Ifar 64, Cliuharmal 
v. Emperor. (The meaning and nature of transaction is a question which com- 
monsense and the ordinary use of language must decide on the particular facts 
of the case.) 

•(’37) AIR 1937 All 714 (717): ILR (1937) All 779: 39 Cr. L. J.38 , Emperor v.Bishan. 
(’30) AIR 1936 Pat 20 (22) : 37 Cri L Jour 240 : 15 Pat 138, Ajahlal v. Emperor. 
•(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 330 (331) : 28 Cri L Jour 347, Tames Elian v. Bajjabali. 
•(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (699) : 20 Cr. L. J. 1513 : 49 Mad 74, In re Mallu Dora. 
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In order to say whether several persons can he jointly tried as 
having committed offences forming parts of the same transaction, the 
Court has to look to the accusation, i. e., the prosecution case as set 
forth in the charges themselves, and if according to that case the 
offences are such as could be regarded as parts of the same transaction, 
it would be justified in holding a joint trial. It need not consider 
what the final result of the case would be . 12 

See also Note 2 under S. 235. 

7. Acts done in pursuance of conspiracy. — It has been seen 
in Note 2 to s. 235 that where there is a conspiracy having a definite 
object in view, and several offences are committed in pursuance of 
such conspiracy, the several offences will generally form parts of the 
same transaction. This principle will also apply where the several 
offences are com mi tted by different persons . 1 In Babulal Ghaukhani 


12. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (133, 134) : 39 Cr.L.J. 452 : 651 A 158 : 32 S L R 476 : 
I L R (1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC), Babulal v. Emperor. (Affirming AIR 1936 Cal 753.} 
(’40) AIR 1940 Nag 249 (250) : 1940 N L J 309 (311) : 41 Cr. L. J. 734, Bhagolelal 
v. Emperor. (AIR 1938 P 6 130, followed.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 499 (501) : 187 1. C. 361 (363) : 41 Cr.L.J. 452, Nathu v. Emperor . 
(’39) AIR 1939 Nag 263 (264) : I L R (1939) Nag 644 : 41 Cri L Jour 27, Provincial 
Government, G. P. and Berar v. Dinanalh. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 258 (261) : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 588 : 39 Cri L Jour 596, Ahhil 
Bandhu v. Emperor. (But it does not follow, that a Magistrate must wait till the 
stage of framing of charges before he makes up his mind whether to split a case 
up. Such a course is most inconvenient, and it should ordinarily he possible for 
a Magistrate to decide the question of joinder after the case has been opened by 
the Public Prosecutor.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 269 (270) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1018, Sanyasi Gain v. Emperor. (But 
the accusation must be veal and not a mere excuse for joinder of charges.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 379 (381) : 38 Cri L Jour 9, Baburao v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (699) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1513 : 49 Mad 74, In re Mallu Dora . 
(Provided that the accusation is a real one and not a mere excuse for a joinder of 
charges which cannot otherwise be charged.) 

(’06) 30 Bom 49 (54) : 2 Cr.L.J. 578: 7 Bom LR 633, Emperor v. Datto HanmanU 
(’24) AIR 1924 All 233 (236) : 27 Cri L Jour 193, Abdullah v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 61 (65) : 35 Cri L Jour 1349, Bam Das v. Emperor. (Legality 
of joint trial depends upon accusation and not upon result of trial.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 128 (129, 130) : 30 Cri L Jour 58S : 53 Bom 344, Emperor v. 


Gopal Baghunalh. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107 (113) : 23 Cr.L.J. 657 : 49 Cal 573, Abdul Salim v. Emperor _ 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 160 (161) : 30 Cr. L. J. 619, Kali Kumar v. Nawabali. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 675 (677) : 29 Cri L Jour 1022 : 55 Cal 858, Satya Narain v. 

Emperor. (Following AIR 1922 Cal 107.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 73 (75, 76) : 33 Cr. L. J. 373, Mohamed Yakub v. Emperor. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 528 (533), Satyanarayana v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 296 (299) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1329: 3 Rang 95, Abdul v. Emperor. 

[But see (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 406 (407) : 40 Cri L Jour 855, Avanashi Goundan V. 
Palani Madari. (Observation that once it is found that the common unlawful 
object had not been established there is no justification for a joint trial, is against 
the view held by the various High Courts and Privy Council, and, it is submitted,, 
is incoirect.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 97 (99) : ILR (1936) Nag 152 : 38 Cr. L. J. 106, Md. Ismail 
v. Emperor. 

Note 7 


1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 499 (502) : 41 Cr.L. J.452, Nathu Ghaudhury v. Emperor. 
(Before joint trial can be justified it must be established that each one of the accused, 
was so connected with the other accused that the act done by one of them may be' 
said to have been done conjointly with the others — A I R 1938 P C 130 followed.). 
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v. Emperor,- tlae Privy Council observed as follows : 

“If several persons conspire to commit offences, nnd commit overt acts in 
pursuance of the conspiracy (a circumstance which makes the act of one the act 
of each and all the conspirators) these acts are committed iu the course of tho 
same transaction, which embraces the conspiracy and the acts done under it. The 
common concert and agreement which constitute the conspiracy, serve to unify 
the acts done in pursuance of it.” 

The offence of conspiracy and acts done in pursuance of the 
conspiracy form one and tho same transaction . 3 The transaction 
continues so long as the conspiracy continues.'* But separate acts of 
crime not committed in pursuance of the conspiracy but being isolated 
acts committed individually during the continuance of the conspiracy 
are not parts of the same transaction with the conspiracy itself and 
acts alleged to he the subject of the conspiracy. In other words, a 
conspiracy and acts douo in furtherance of its common object have 
no community with separate acts which may he committed by a 
conspirator for individual gain . 5 

8. Acts in prosecution of a common object. — All offences 
committed in prosecution of a common object will generally he parts- 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (1-10) : -10 Cr. L. J. 579, Ramchandra Rangow Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 2G9 (271) : 33 Cri L Jour 1018, Sanyasi Gain v. Emperor. 
(Accused tried in same trial for murder and for conspiracy also along with others 
— Existence of conspiracy proved — Evidence showing that conspirators took part 
in certain occurrences ns result of conspiracy — Inclusion of such occurrences in 
one trial and joint trial of accused held not illegal.) 

(’30) AIR 193G Cal 753 (759, 7G0) : 38 Cr. L. J. 515, Rash Bchari v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107 (112): 23 Cr. L. J. G57 : 49 Cal 573, Abdul Salim v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 1G (22) : 1G Cr. L. J. 351 (398, 399) : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, 
Balmohand v. Emperor. 

(’94) 1G All 88 (93): 1891 AWN 23, Quccn-Emprcss v. Moss. (S. 418, Penal Code.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 128 (130) : 30 Cr. L. J. 588 : 53 Bom 341, Emperor v. Gopal . 
(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 98 (99) : 25 Cri L Jour 270 : 1 Rang GO-1, Emperor v. Nga 
Aung Gyaw. (Conspiring to boycott.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Bdm 117 (119, 121): 20 Cr.L.J. 71: 43 Bom 147, Emperor y.Madhav. 

2 . (’38) AIR 1938 P C 130 (133) : 39 Cr. L. J. 452 : 32 Sind L R 47G : G5 I A 158: 
ILR (1938) 2 Cal 295 (PC). (There is no limit of number of offences specified in 
S. 239 (d).) 

3 . (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 258 (2G0) : 39 Cr. L. J. 59G : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 588, Ahhil 
Bandhu v. Emperor. (Conspiracy and offences committed in pursuance of con- 
spiracy.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 171 (174) : 39 Cr. L. J. 890 : I L R (1939) Ear 204, Emperor 
v. Balumal. 

(’36) AIR 193G Cal 753 (760) : 38 Cri L Jour 545, Rash Bchari v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (19G): 42 Cal 957 : 16 Cr.L.J. 497, Amritalal v. Emperor. 
(If A, B and C conspire to make or have in their possession or under control an 
explosive substance within tho meaning of tho Explosive Substances Act and if 
in pursuance of such conspiracy, A makes or has in his possession or under his 
control an explosive substance, they may bo charged and tried together under 
S. 120B, Penal Code, and S. 4 (b) of Act VI of 1908.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All G1 (65) : 35 Cri L Jour 1349, Ram Das v. Emperor. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 528 (534), Satyanarayana v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 114 (116, 117): 7 Rang 821: 31 Cr.L.J. 387, Maung Ba Chit 
v. Emperor. 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 719(724): 16 Cr. L. J. 9 (10) : 42 Cal 1153, Harsh Nath v. 
Emperor. (The term ‘transaction’ is not synonymous with the term ‘offence’.) 

5 . (’37) AIR 1937 All 714 (717, 718): ILR (1937) All 779: 39 Cr.L.J. 38, Emperor 
v. Bislian Sahai. 
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Section 239 of the same transaction . 1 Where A, B ancl C, Police Inspectors, 

Mote 8 received bribes on different occasions from D and E with the same 

object, namely to bush up the case against them, it was held that 
A, B, C, D and E could be tried at one trial for the offences of taking 
and giving bribes respectively . 3 

Where two opposite parties, each consisting of five or more 
persons, attack each other, each of the parties forms an unlawful 
assembly, with a different common object and they cannot be tried 
together as one unlawful assembly . 3 Similarly, where A as well as B 

Note 8 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Nag 203(264) : ILR (1939) Nag 044 : 41 Cr.L. J. 27, Provincial 
Government , C. P. and Bcrar v. Dinanath. (Where several persons are accused 
of wrongful confinement and the use of force, in order to extort a confession, 
the unity of criminal behaviour and the common intention prompting it would 
render all that was done in furtherance of the common object, as a part of one 
transaction. The acts of violence done are so related to one another in point of 
purpose, as to constitute one continuous action.) 

'(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285, 280): 40 Cr. L. J. 197 : ILR (1939) Nag 086, Nana 
v. Emperor. (Accused tried for rioting, charged with having attacked excise 
party seeking to make raid on certain houses in village — Whole affair taking 
place in the village, one event succeeding another rapidly — Joint trial of accused 
is illegal.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Lah 793 (794) : 39 Cri L Jour 141, Kliazan v. Emperor. (Illegal 
possession of revolver as a preparation for committing dneoity — Charge under 
S. 399, Penal Code, can be tried with offence under S. 19 (f), Arms Act.) 

'(’36) AIR 1930 Bom 379 (382) : 38 Cri L Jour 9, Baburao v. Emperor. (Criminal 
breach of trust by two persons in respect of same sum of money — Complaint 
suggesting community of design and objective — Such persons can be charged 
and tried jointly.) 

■(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 20 (23) : 37 Cri L Jour 240 : 15 Pat 138, Ajablal v. Emperor. 
(Intention of all the accused persons to secure release of a man from custody — 
Various acts which bring about such escape form part of the same transaction.) 
•(’24) AIR 1924 All 233 (234) : 27 Cr. L. J. 193, Abdullah v. Emperor. (Joint trial 
for murder committed by members of an unlawful assembly in prosecution of 
common object of assembly is legal.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 All 222 (227): 30 Cr.L.J. 530, Emperor v.Jhabbar Mai. (Successive 
articles were written in a newspaper in pursuance of a common policy and all the 
persons who had a hand in the publication are jointly triable.) 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 389 (391) : 50 Cal 1004 : 25 Cri L Jour 1082, 'Kushai Malic v. 
Emperor. (Where four accused were engaged in a crime from 25th June, but the 
fifth joined them onlyontho 7th July next — Held, that the trial of the four along 
with the fifth for an act before 7th July is legal.) 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 580 (581) : 20 Cri L Jour 369, Patit Paban Bay v. Emperor. 
(Reaping paddy on different dates by persons not all the same from different 
plots decreed to complainants, in order to assert a right over them is one 
transaction.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 225 (220) : 32 Cr.L.J. 753, Sambasiva Mudalicr v. Emperor. 
(Where the accused, six in number, were charged with having opened a sluice in 
the feeder channel of a river against an order of the P. W. D. first in the even- 
ing, and again in the next morning.) 

•(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 41(42): 16 Cr.L.J. 120(121): 42 Cal 760, Deputy Superintendent 
and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Kailash Chandra, (Wrongful 
confinement of X on several dates with the object of extorting money.) 

[See (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 85S (861) : 40 Cri L Jour 355, Arumugam v. Emperor. 
(All members of a gang of persons who were consciously associated for the 
express purpose of committing theft can be tried together for being members of 
a gang — It does not matter how and when they were arrested.)] 

See also S. 235 Note 2. 

2 . (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 296 (299) : 53 Bom 479 : 31 Cr.L.J. 65, Emperor v. Bing. 

3 . (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 75 (76), Queen v. Surroop Clmnder Paxil. 

(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 75 (76) : 1906 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, Ala Dya v. Emperor. 

•(’SO) 6 Cal 96 (102) : 6 C L R 521, Hossein Buhsh v. Empress. 

.(’69) 1 N W P H C R 293 (297, 298), Queen v. Mahomed Eossain. 
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cause hurt to each other in a fight, they cannot be tried together for 
the offenco of causing hurt to each other . 4 The fighting cannot he 
considered as a “transaction .” 6 It was, however, held in the under- 
mentioned case 0 that, whore the object of two opposite parties is to 
take forcible possession of the same piece of land, they could both 
be tried together in one trial. It is submitted that this view is not 
correct. It has also been held in the case cited below 7 that a mere 
common purpose, e. g., to drive the complainant out of a house, is not 
sufficient to make two perfectly distinct offences parts of the same 
transaction. Where two motor buses coming from opposite directions 
collided and some persons were injured thereby, it was held that, 
though the accused, the drivers of the two buses, had no similar or 
identical purpose in view, the transaction was the same and they 
both could bo tried together . 8 

In the undermentioned case 0 several persons were charged with 
being members of an unlawful assembly and having in prosecution of 
the common object, committed various offences and they were tried 
jointly. In the course of the trial it was found that the common 
object was not established. It was held that there was no justification 
for a joint trial once it was found that the common unlawful object 
had not been established. It is submitted that the decision is incorrect, 
as the provisions relating to joinder are intended to deal with the 
position as it exists at the time of the charge and not with the result 
of the trial and the propriety of a joint trial depends on the case as 
set forth in the charges. See Note G. 

9. Several persons giving false evidence in the same case. 

— Where A and B each gives false evidence in tho same case the 
offences cannot, without anything more, be said to form parts of tho 


(’72-’92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rut 331 (331), Queen-Empress v. Nga Shwc Tan. 
(’72-'92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 275 (275), Queen-Empress v. Nga Skive l'a. 
(’81) 1881 All AV N 28 (28), Empress v. Bandho Singh. 

(’81) 1881 All \V N 28 (28), Emjmess v. Lockan. 

■(’84) Oudli S C No. 75, p. 8G (80), Lai Triloki Nath Singh v. Queen-Empress. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lali 149 (150) : 25 Cri L Jour 551, Muhammad v. Emperor. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 100 (101), Empress v. Pulandhar. 

■(’G7) 8 SuthlYR Cr 47(52) : Bong LR Sup Yol Or 750 (FB), Queen v. Sheikh Bazu. 
(’81) 1881 Pun Ro No. 2G Cr, p. 5G (57), Eminrss v. Naiuab. 

■(’81) 1881 Pun Ro No. 22 Cr, p. 47 (49), Empress v. Ilaibat. 

(’82) 1882 Pun Ro No. 15 Cr, p. 18 (18), Empress v. Saifulla. 

■(’G8) 9 Sutlr W R Cr 33 (35), Queen v. Durzoolbazu. 

[Sec (’40) 1940 j\I \Y N 97 (99), Patcyija v. Emperor. (Sudden clash between rival 
communities not the result of any previously concerted action — Number of 
attacks in various places in village at different times of tho day — All events 
cannot be regarded as parts of same transaction — Joint trial is illegal.)] 

See also S. 233 Note G. 

4 . (’03) 2 Low Bur Rul 100 (107), Nga Tha Dun Aung v. King-Emperor. 

[See also (’08) 12 Cal \V N cliii (cliv), Kundro Mohan Panigrahi v. Emperor .] 

5. (’92) 20 Cal 537 (547, 550), Queen-Empress v. Chandra Bhuiya. 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 All 135 (135) : 21 Cri L Jour 5G2, Emperor v. Mangat. 

7 . (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 277 (278) : 33 Cri L Jour G19, Krishna ji v. Emperor. 

S. (’31) 1931 Mad \V N 556 (557, 558), N. K. Ballah v. Emperor. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 40G (407) : 40 Cr.L. J. 855, Avanashi Goundan v. Palani 
. Madari. 
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same transaction . 1 But where the giving of false evidence by A and B 
is in furtherance of one sustained and continuous plot for screening 
the offender and is an incident in the whole transaction, A and B can 
bo tried together . 2 In other words, if the offences of giving false 
evidence by each of several persons form parts of the same transaction, 
they can bo tried together . 3 

10. Printing and publishing seditious matter. — In cases of 
sedition, the printer and publisher are concerned in the samo transac- 
tion in regard to the publication of the seditious matter and can be 
tried at one trial . 1 

11. Defamation by different persons. — 'Where a filed one 
petition and B filed another making the same defamatory allegations 


Note 9 

1. (’30) AIR 1936 Nag 2G3 (2G5) : I L R (1937) Nag 102 : 38 Cri L Jour 4-55, 
Nailiusingh v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 23 (24) : 13 Iml Cas 215 : 5 Sind L R 129, Impcrator v. Alu. 

(’81) 1S81 All W N 83 (83) : Empress v. Chand Khan . 

(’71) 3 N W P II C R 133 (134), Queen v. Ameer Ali Khan. 

(’72-’92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 129 (129), Ameer Ahmad v. Queen-Empress. 

(’90) 2 Weir 304 (304), In re Ponaganti Musalayya. 

(’67) 3 Mad II C R App 32 (32) : 1 Weir 1G1. 

(’83) G Mad 252 (253) : 1 Weir 11G, Kolha Stibha Chctty v. Queen. 

(’84) 10 Cal 405 (407), Nalhu Sheikh v. Queen-Empress. (Where four persons 
were charged with perjury in the same proceedings and the Sessions Judge while 
professing to try each of them separately heard the evidence of the witnesses 
only once, held that this was substantially a joint trial of all the accused and 
was an improper mode of procedure.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 89 (90) : 23 Cr. L. J. 439, Lacliman Singh v. Emperor. 

(’8S) 1888 Pun Re No. 39 Cr, p. 100 (101), Bagga Singh v. Empress. 

(’71) 1G Sutli W R Cr 47 (47) : 7 Beng L R App GG, Queen v. Maharaj Misscr. 

(’66) 9 Snth W R Cr GO (GG), Queen v. Khoah Lall. 

(’ G7) 7 Sutli W R Cr 51 (51), Queen v. Bhairo Misscr. 

(’G 8) 5 Bom H C R Cr Ca« 55 (5G), Beg. v. Bhavani Shankar Haribhai. 

(’85) 1885 All W N 29 (29), Empress v. Din Dayal. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 44 (44), Empress v. Balnnat Khan. 

(’82) 1S82 All W N 1G0 (1G1), Empress v. Lalah Singh. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 1G1 (1G3) : 5 All 17, Empress of India v. Nine Ali. 

(’82) 18S2 All W N 124 (124), Empress v. Changu. 

(’82) 1882 All W N G4 (64), Empress v. Piari Lai. 

(’70) 2 N W P II C R 21 (23), Queen v. Bnltcc Bam. 

(’03) 2G Mad 592 (594) : 2 Weir 2G2, In the matter of Govindu. 

(’70) 1870 Rat 31 (32), Beg. v. Jccuajcc Abajcc. 

(’0G) 4 Cr. L. .T. 489 (489) : 3 Low Bur Rul 231, Emperor v. Since So. 

(’04) 4 Bom L R 53 (54, 55), King-Emperor v. Krishna Bao. 

(’1G) AIR 1916 Nag 73 (7G) : IS Cr. L. J. 339 (342) : 13 Nag L R 35, Gumcant v. 
Emperor. (Dissenting from 13 Cri L Jour 833.) 

(’82) 4 All 293 (295) : 1882 All W N 37, Empress v. Anani Earn. 

2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 833 (839) : 17 I. C, 705 (Bom), Emperor v. Gancsh Narayan. 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 2G3 (2G4) : 38 Cr. L. J. 455 : ILR (1937) Nag 102, Nathu- 
singh v. Emperor. (Perjury can be committed in course of one transaction and 
then joint trial is legal — Persons verifying false statement and witness perjuring 
in pursuance of same design — Offence committed is in the course of the same 
transaction — Joint trial is valid.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 177 (181, 183): 51 Bom 310:2SCr.L. J. 373, Scjmal Punam 
Chand v. Emperor. (Common purpose to make a false statement, joint trial of 
two accused is legal.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G All 334 (33G, 337) : 48 All 325 : 27 Cr. L. J. 445, Bafi-TJz-Zaman 
v.ChhotcyLal. (There was identity of purpose though not community of purpose.) 

Note 10 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 139(139):29Cr. L. J. G83, Shaniaram Mirjakar v. Emperor* 
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against the complainant, and both the petitions were signed by the 
same pleader, it was held that the acts formed part of the same 
transaction . 1 Where A and B associate together in circulating on 
different occasions defamatory statements, the object of both of them 
being to defame the complainant about the same matter, they can 
be tried jointly at one trial under this section . 2 

12. Continuing offence. — It has been held by Spencer, Offg. 
C. J., in the undermentioned case 1 that if an offence is a continuing 
one, such as waging war, it can be regarded as a continuous or same 
transaction. Reilly, J., in the same case has taken a contrary view, 
namely, that a continuing offence may or may not be a single 
transaction. Krishnan, J., to whom the case was referred on difference 
of opinion between these two Judges has held that the waging of war 
is really a continuing offence, which begins with the first act of war 
and goes on till the war is ended, but the various incidents in a war 
may be so disconnected as to form different transactions, the question 
.whether they form parts of the same transaction or not being one to 
be judged on the facts of each case. 

13. Kidnapping and abduction. — In the undermentioned cases , 1 
a joint trial of A for an offence under S. 366 and of B for an offence 
under s. 368 has been held to be bad, while a contrary view has been 
taken in the cases cited below . 2 The question is, however, really one 
of fact depending upon the facts of the particular case as to whether 
the two offences could be regarded as parts of the same transaction. 

1$. Keeping gaming house and using it. — It has been 
generally held that a person keeping a common gaming house and 

Note II 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 76 (77) : 23 Cr. L. J. 685, Banga Chandra De v. Annada 
Charan Choiudhury. 

2. (-40) AIR 1940 Nag 249 (250) : 1940 Nag L J 309 (311) : 41Cri L Jour 734, 
Bhagolelal v. Emperor. {A writing a defamatory poem, B financing it and C 
printing it — Conspiracy alleged in the complaint — Joint trial is legal.) ' 

(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 62 (63) : 30 Cri L Jour 1073, AH Mahomed v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 769 (770) : 36 Cri L Jour 1296, Parsotam Das v. Emperor. 
(Printer, publishers and distributors of notice containing defamatory matter- 
tried together.) 

Note 12 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 690 (692, 697) : 49 Mad 74 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1513, In re 
Mallu Dora. 

Note 13 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 563 (564) : 34 Cr. L. J. 682, Mozam Dafadar v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 496 (496), Nawabkhanv. Emperor. (Distinguishing AIR 1928 

Lah 751 and A I R 1924 Cal 389.) 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 All 253 (254) : 37 Cr. L. J. 496, Bhawani Pathak v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged under Ss. 366 and 344/109, Penal Code — Another accused 
charged under- Ss. 368 and 344 — Acts forming parts of same transaction — 
Accused can be tried in one trial.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 28 (29) : 33 Cr. L. J. 275, Emperor v. Zamin. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 751 (751) : 29 Cr. L. J. 496, Dosa v. Emperor. (AIR 1924 
Cal 389, Followed — Distinguished in A I R 1929 Lah 496.) 

( ’24) AIR 1924 Cal 389 (391) : 50 Cal 1004 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1082, Kusliai v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 203(203): 33 Cr.L.J, 190, Pritam Singh v. Emperor. (Qurere.) 
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Notes 44-16 


persons using it could ho tried together as the two offences are inter- 
dependent and form a complement of each other. 1 

16. Charge need not refer to transaction being same. — It 

is not necessary that the charge should contain a statement that the 
transaction is one and the same. It is the tenor of the accusation and 
not the wording of the charge that must he considered as the test. 1 

16. Clause (e). — This clause was newly added in 1923. Before 
its introduction it was held that the joint trial for theft and receiving 
the stolen property was illegal unless they formed parts of the same 
transaction. 1 Now such a joint trial is expressly provided for by this 
clause. 2 A receiver from a receiver of stolen property should not he 


Note 14 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 All 937 (938, 939) : 31 Cr. L. J. 35, Rurc Mai v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 139 (139) : 20 Cr. L. J. 70S, Nathu Tliakur v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lab G99 (700) : 2S Cr. L. J. 825, Mir an Bakhsli v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lab 201 (201, 205) : 1919 Pun Re No. 0 Cr : 20 Cr. L. J. 219, 
Bhana Malv. Emperor. (Dissenting from AIR 1914 Lab 5GG and 11 Cr.L.J. 211.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Lab 458 (458) : 3 Lab 359 : 23 Cr. L. J. G21, KMlinda Bam v. 
Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 293 (294) : 19 I C 949 : 9 Nag L R GS, Sheikh Mali v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 8S (88) : 24 Cr. L. J. 155, Gancshi Lai v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’2G) AIR 192G Bom 195 (198) : 50 Bom 344 : 27 Cr. L. J. 503, Em- 
peror v. Abasbhai Abdul IJitssain.] 

Note 15 

1. (’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 57S (580, 581): 30 Bom 49: 7 Bom L R G33, Emperor v. Datlo 
Ilanmant. 

[See liowc\cr (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 129 (140) : 40 Cri L Jour 579, Bamchandra 
Bango v. Emperor.] 

Note 16 

1. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 124 (125) : 18 Ind Ca* GS4 (All), Baiju v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 249 (250) : 46 Cal 741 : 20 Cr. L. J. 394, Ohi Bhusan Adikari 
v. Emperor. (Proceeds of stolen property received at different times by different 
persons — Persons cannot bo tried together.) 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 7Sn (7Sn), Abdul Hakim v. Emperor. 

(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 13 (14) : 1900 P L R p. Gl, Jang v. Emperor. 
(’05) 29 Bom 449 (454, 4G5, 4G7) : 7 Bom L R 527 : 2 Cri L Jour 480, Emperor 
v. Jclhalal. (But see Aston, J., contra, whose view now comes under clause (e).) 
(1900) 28 Cal 10 (11), Kami Kulal v. Bam Cliaran. 

(’96) 1 Cal W N 35 (3G), Bishnu Banwar v. Empress. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lab 394 (394) : 25 Cri L Jour 274, Sohan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 1910 Mad 571 (571, 572) : 1G Cr.L.J. 298 (300), In re Mckalakati Subbadu. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 121 (121) : 15 Cri L Jour 471, In re Nalli Vccra Tlicvan. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad G37 (G37) : 15 Cri L Jour 256, In re Govindaraju Mudali. 
(’1G) AIR 1910 All 321 (322) : 17 Cri L Jour 159 (1G1) : 38 All 311, Emperor v, 
Bhima. (Thief taking stolen property to person receiving it — Act of receipt has 
necessary connection with theft — Joint trial not illegal.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 208 (208) : 44 All 27G : 23 Cri L Jour 414, Anwar v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923A1112G(12G,127):45A11223: 24 Cr.L.J. 149, Durga Prasad y. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 244 (245) : 5 Ind Cas 7G9 (Cal), Janki v. Emperor. (Accused 
charged for dacoity — Three of these charged under Ss. 411 and 412, Penal Code, 
on the strength of an incident forming part of tho evidence ngainst them on the 
charge under S. 395, Penal Code — Joint trial is not bad.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 37 (38) : 1905 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, Emperor v. Sunder Singh. 

(’03) 2 Low Bur Rul 19 (21, 22), Nga Ta Pu v. King-Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 417 (41S, 419) : 3 Low Bur Rul 280, Paw Tha v. Emperor. 

(’07) G Cr.L.J. 28(30): 1907 UppBnrRulS : 14 Bur LR 38, Nga NyoGyix. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 59 (GO) : 13 Ind Cns 395 (Upp Bur), Nga Po Shat v. Emperor. 
[See (’18) AIR 1918 Cal 494 (494) : 19 Cri L Jour 17, Bam Batan v. Emperor.] 

2. (’35) 62 Cal 946 (951) : 37 Cr. L. J. 72S : 162 I. C. 943, Superintendent and 
Remembrancer o f Legal A ffairs, Bengal v. Baghulal Brahman. (Persons charged 
under S. 380, Penal Code, can be tried along with persons charged under S. 411.) 
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the property at different times. Before the introduction of clause(f), 
it had been held in several decisions that a joint trial in such cases 
was illegal. 3 Clause (f) was intended to meet such cases and a joint 
trial would now be permissible. 4 The phrase, “possession of which 
lias been transferred by one offence,” refers to the original theft of 
stolen property and not to the transfer of possession from the thief 
to the person receiving stolen property. 6 

The provisions of this clause cannot, however, he extended by 
analogy to a trial of persons accused of offences other than those speci- 
fically mentioned therein. Therefore, the joint trial of the accused both 
charged under S. 412, Penal Code, 0 or the joint trial of a person under 
S. 411, Penal Code, and another who has purchased the same from one 
of the accused, 7 is illegal. 

18. Clause (g). — In order that persons accused of an offence 
under chapter XII of the Penal Code relating to counterfeit coin can be 
tried under this clause with persons accused of any other offence under 
the same chapter, or of abetment of or attempting to commit any such 
offence, all the offences must relate to the same coin. So, where two 
persons are charged, one with uttering a counterfeit coin and the other 
with being in possession of different, counterfeit coins, they cannot 
be jointly tried together under this clause. 1 

3. (’1G) AIR 1016 All 102 (102) : 17 Cri L Jour 477 (477), Emperor v. Balgovind. 
(Acts of receiving stolen property by different persons on different occasions at 
different places are different transactions.) 

■(’21) AIR 1921 All 20G (20G) : 23 Gri L Jour 409, Jiican v. Emperor. (Articles 
stolen in same burglary found in separate possession of different accused — Joint 
trial is illegal.) 

•(’22) AIR 1922 All 459 (459), Moosan v. Emperor. (Retaining property stolen from 
same complainant — No connexion between nccused — Joint trial is illegal.) 

(’21) G3 Iud Cas G20 (G21) : 22Cr.L.J.GS4 (All), Bam Samp v. Emperor. (Stolen 
property recovered from two persons on different occasions — Accused cannot be 
tried together.) 

•(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 391 (394, 399) : 33 Cal 125G : 3 C. L. J. 412 : 10 C W N 912, 
Abdul Majid v. Emperor. (Separate retainers by separate persons at different 
places — Joint trial is not legnl though the articles are proceeds of one dacoitv.) 
•(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 249 (250) : 4G Cal 741 : 20Cr.L. J.394, Old Blntsanv. Emperor. 
(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 479 (480) : 17 M L J 219, In rc Evpan Ambalam. 

■(’15) AIR 1915 Oudh 4 (4) : 1G Cr. L. J. 270 (270) : 18 O C 92, Jagan Nath v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 190 (192) : 21 Cri L Jour 757, Mttsai Kamat v. Emperor. 
(Where possession of different properties is under joint control and is due to 
concert among the accused, the joint trial is not illegal.) 

>(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 291 (291, 292) : 21 Cri L Jour G19, Badma Nabli v. Emperor. 
[See also (’16) AIR 191G Pat 250(250) : 1 PL J G4 : 17 Cr. L. J. 234, Jadunandan 
Prasad v. Emperor. (Portions of stolen property found in possession of two 
nccused acting in concert — Joint trial is proper.) 

(’01) 28 Cal 104 (10G), Eumvdini Kanta v. Queen-Empress. (Joint trial for 
receiving stolen property and under S. 414 for assisting in concealing or disposing 
of it — Transactions held distinct and separate against each.)] 

•4. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 38 (39) : 6 Pat 583 : 28 Cr. L. J. 962, Mt. Gul jania v. Emperor. 
'(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 201 (202) : 33 Cri L Jour 394, Emperor v. Lakha Amra. 

■(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 475 (47G) : 36 Cri L Jour 1206, Shakur v. Emperor. 

5. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 201 (202) : 33 Cri L Jour 394, Emperor v. Lakha Amra. 
■6. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 452 (452) : 26 Cri L Jour 1291, Behari v. Emperor, 

7 . (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 248 (248) : 25 Cri L Jour 807, Dalsuk Boy v. Emperor. 

[See (’08) S Cri L Jour 11 (14) : 4 Nag L R 71, Emperor v. Balwant Singh.'] 

Note 18 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Lali 228 (229) : 34 Cri L Jour 1253, Abdul Hamid v. Emperor. 
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19. Simultaneous trials. — Simultaneous but separate trials oC 
different accused persons for offences committed by them and not 
forming part of tbe same transaction are not bad unless the accused 
are prejudiced by tbe course adopted. 1 

20. Criminal breach of trust and receiving stolen property. 
— A person committing a criminal breach of trust and another who 
receives the stolen property can be tried together. 1 

21. Effect of illegal trial. — See Note 10 under S. 537 and Note a under 

section 233. 

22. Objection, as to joinder. — An objection as to joinder can 
be taken in a Court of revision or appeal though it was never taken in 
the Court of first instance. 1 

"When an objection as to joint trial is made and it appears likely 
that the objecting parties will be prejudiced by such joint trial, it is 
advisable for the Court to accept the objection, even if tho joint trial 
would in fact be legal. 2 


240 .* When' a charge containing more heads 
Withdrawal of re- than one is framed against the same 
™o Q nvL n uon on r one of person, and when a conviction has 
several charges. been had on one or more of them, the 
complainant, or the officer conducting the prosecution, 
may, with the consent of the Court, withdraw the 


* Code of 1882 — Tho section began : “When more charges than ono are 
made against the snmo person”; in other respects it was the same as that of 
1898 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 459. 


459. In trials before a Court of Session or High Court, when more charges 
- , , . . than ono arc preferred against the same person. 

Withdrawal of renaming and when n eviction h ° as been had on one 
charges on conviction on one morQ of thom thc Government Pl Mder or other 
of several charges. officer conducting' tho prosecution may, with tho 

consent of the Court, withdraw', or tho Court of its own accord may suspend, the 
inquiry into the remaining chargo or charges. 

Code of 1861 —Nil. 


Note 19 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 152 (153) : 25 Cri L Jour 1018, Shafayet Khanv. Emperor. 
(Trials of cross-cases.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 177 (179) : 21 Cr.L.J. 739, Dhalcosingli v. Emperor. (Simultaneous 
trials in counter-cases are not barred — Such trial is not joint trial and if prejudice 
is caused, trial can be set aside.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 199 (204) : 8 C W N 344, Sahadeo Ahir v. Emperor. (Cross- 
cases of rioting — Simultaneous trials not bad.) 

[See however (’83) 13 Cal L R 275 (278, 279), Cliahowri Loll v. A loti Kurmi. 
(Such a trial is however open to serious objections.)] 

See also S. 233 Note 6. 

Note 20 

1. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 584 (585) : 6 Bom L R 516, Emperor v. Balabhai. (ICalWN 
35, dissented from.) 

Note 22 

1. (’37) 41 Cal W N 251 (254), C. S. Joseph v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 22 (22) : 38 Or. L. J. 750, Bhola Sardar v. Emperor. 

2Cr.90. 
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Section 240 
Note 1 


remaining charge or charges, or the Court of its own 
accord may stay the inquiry into, or trial of, such 
charge or charges. Such withdrawal shall have the 
effect of an acquittal on such charge or charges, unless 
the conviction he set aside, in which case the said 
Court (subject to the order of the Court setting aside 
the conviction) may proceed with the inquiry into or 
trial of the charge or charges so withdrawn. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope and applicability of the 
section. 


4. 


“With 'the consent of the 
Court.” 


2. “Conviction has been had.” 5. Effect of withdrawal or stay of 

3. “On one or more of them.” trial. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Charges in same case and not in dif- 
ferent cases. See Note 1. 

No withdrawal after verdict. Sec Note 3. 
Powers of appellate Court or Court of 
revision. See Notes 1 and 4. 


Safest course is to convict for all offences 
and pass concurrent sentences. See 
Note 3. 

Withdrawal when available. See 
Note 3. 


1. Scope and applicability of the section Where a person 

is committed to the Court of Session on a number of charges, the 
Sessions Judge must record some order in respect of them and should 
not dispose of some of the charges alone without recording any order- 
in regard to the others. 1 Under this section, he can stay the trial on 
some of the charges or allow them to he withdrawn on conviction 
being had on another charge. 2 

It has been held that this section applies only to a case where a 
person is accused of several distinct offences. Thus, it applies to a case 
where there are charges of several distinct offences constituted by 
separate acts or series of acts, like those which fall under ss. 234 and 
235, sub-section (l), but not where there are several charges founded on 
the same act as those which fall under S.235, sub-sections (2) and (3), 
and section 23G. 3 

This section applies, again, only to charges framed in the same 
case and not to separate charges for distinct offences in different cases. 
Thus, the prosecution cannot, on conviction of the accused in one case, 
withdraw a charge against him in another case. 4 Nor can the Court, 
pending an appeal against the conviction in one case, stay the trial of 
charges in respect of other cases. 0 As to withdrawal of charges by the 
Court, see Notes to S. 227. 

Section 240 — Note 1 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 35(36):39Cr.L.J. 997:18 PatS2, Emperor v .Sadasibo Majlii. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 35(36) : 39 Cr.L.J. 997:lSPat82, Emper or v. Sadasibo Majlii. . 

3. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. 79 (80), Amir Ghand v. Quccn-Emprcss. 
r See also (’81) 1881 All W N 68 (68), Empress v. Faiz Haiti.] 

[But see (’29) AIR 1929 All 899 (900) : 51 All 977 : 30 Cr. L. J. 10S9, Ghamandi- 
Nath v. Babu Lai.] 

4. (’88) 1888 Rat 362 (362), Queen-Empress v. Sadia. 

(’97) 10 C P L R Cr 1 (6), Empress v. Bansidhur Deoria. 

5. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 495 (496) : 2 I. C. 128 (Mad), In re 2 Uantri Kamaraju. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 977 (978), Queen-Empress v. Govinda. 
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2. “Conviction has been had. ” — The section contemplates a 
withdrawal or stay of trial of charges only when a conviction has been 
had on one or more of them. So, where a person is charged with 
murder tinder S. 302 of the Penal Gode and with causing disappear- 
ance of the evidence of murder under S.201, Penal Code, hut before 
the trial 'begins in the Court of Session, the Public Prosecutor with- 
draws the charge for the offence under S. 201, Penal Code, this section 
has no application to such a case. A trial on the charge under S. 201, 
Penal Code, could not therefore he proceeded with under this section, 
when the conviction of the charge under S. 302, Penal Code, is set aside 
on appeal. 1 

3. “On one or more of them. ” — Where a person is convicted 
on one or more of the charges against him, it is only beforo the other 
charges are tried that they could he withdrawn. But when all the 
charges have been tried and the accused found guilty, no withdrawal 
can be made of any charge. In such cases, if the Court considers a 
certain term of imprisonment adequate to meet the offence under each 
head, the practice is not to convict on one head and drop the others, 
but to convict on each head and pass concurrent sentences. 1 See also 
S. 35 Note 10 and S.397 Note 3. 

$. “With the consent of the Court.” — The word “Court” 
in the section is not restricted merely to the trial Court, but includes 
every grade of Court including the High Court in rovision and in 
appeal. Thus, when a charge containing more heads than one is framed 
against the same person and ho had been convicted on one or more of 
them, and the complainant applies in revision praying for infliction of 
sentence on the others hut. subsequently withdraws the application, the 
withdrawal amounts to the withdrawal of tho complaint, with regard 
to such charges, with the consent of tho Court. 1 Again, where an 
accused is charged with an offence under s. 408, Penal Code, in respect 
of ten receipts, and is tried and convicted in respect of three of them, 
the High Court’s direction in the appeal that no further proceedings 
be taken in respect of the other receipts amounts to a stay of the trial 
with regard to those charges within tho meaning of this section. 3 

5. Effect of withdrawal or stay of trial. — A withdrawal of 
charges 1 or a stay of enquiry or trial thereof 2 under this section has 

Note 2 

1. (’05) 2 Cal L Jour 18a (18»), Affduddi v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’69) 1869 Bat 19 (20), Beg. v. Bamchandra. 

(’86) 1886 Bat 288 (288), Queen-Empress v. Nadharya. 

(’86) 1886 Bnt 286 (286, 287), Queen-Empress v. Lingo. 

Note 4 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 All 899 (900):51 All 977:30 Cr.L.J. 1089, Gliamandi v. Babn Lai. 

2. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 482 (483) 4 I. C. 48 (Cal), Basiruddin v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 All 899 (900): 51 All 977:30 Cr.L.J. 1089, Ghamandiy. Babu Lai. 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 623 (624):4 Pat 503 : 27 Cr. L. J. 359, Jeobaran Singh v. 
Bamliislmn Lai. 


Section 2$0 
Notes 2-5 
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PROCEDURE IN SUMMONS-CASES 


Section 240 tlie effect of an acquittal on such charge or charges unless the convic- 
Note 5 tion be set aside. 3 If the conviction is set aside, the Court (subject to 
the order of the Court setting aside the conviction) may proceed with 
the trial or inquiry in respect of the other charges. 


CHAPTER, XX. 


Of the Trial of Summons-cases by Magistrates. 


Section 241 


Procedure in 24 1 .* The following procedure 

summons-cases, shall be oljserved by Magistrates in the 
trial of summons-cases. 

Synopsis 


1. “Summons-case,” meaning of. 

See S. 4 (1) (v) and (w). 

2. Joint trial of summons and 

warrant cases. 

3. Applicability of Chapter XIX of 

the Code to the trial of sum- 
mons-cases. 

Other Topics 
Absence of complainant — Discharge and 
not acquittal. See Note 2. 

Counsel and admission — Conviction 
illegal. See S. 243 Note 3; S. 205 
Note 7. 


4. Trial of summons-case as war- 

rant case — Effect. 

5. Commitment to sessions. See 

Notes to S. 347. 

6. Change of procedure at what 

stage permissible. 

(miscellaneous) 

Joint trial of summons and warrant 
cases — Charges should be framed for 
both. See Note 2. 

Procedure different from warrant and 
sessions cases. See S. 242 Note 1. 


4. “Summons-case,” meaning of. — See section 4 (l) (v) 
and (w). 

2. Joint trial of summons and warrant-cases. — Where 
there is a joint trial of two offences, one of which is triable as a 
summons-case and the other as a warrant-case, the Magistrate must 
follow the procedure of warrant-cases with regard to both the offences, 1 


* Code of 1882 : S. 241 and Code of 1872 : S. 203 para. 1 
Same as that of 1898 Code. 

Code of 1861 — Nil. 


3. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat G23 (G24) : 4 Pat 503 : 27 Cri L Jour 359, Jcobaran Singh 
v. Ramkishun Lai. 

[But see (’89) 1889 All WN 8 (9), Empress v. Raghwiandan Lai. (Magistrate 
expressly refraining from dealing with and disposing of the charge under S. 204, 
Penal Code, and not acquitting in terms the accused upon such charge — Held, 
the action of the Magistrate might be taken as a stay of the trial of such charge 
under S. 240 and the subsequent trial was not barred.)] 

Section 241 — Note 2 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 371 (372) : 41 Mad 727 : 19 Cri L Jour G13, Raghavalit 
Naiar v. Singaram. (Absence of complainant — Discharge under S. 259 and not 
acquittal under S. 247 is proper procedure.) 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 350 (350) : 3 Low Bur Rul 113, Emperor v. Maung Gale. 
(Formal charges should be framed for both.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1200 (1200) : 16 Cri L Jour 540 (540) : 39 Mad 503, In re 
Sobhanadri. (Right to recall prosecution witnesses for cross-examination should 
be allowed even in summons-case offences, if the charge of warrant-case is 
dismissed.) 
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Section 242 


242 .* When the accused appears or is brought 
Substance of accusa- before the Magistrate, the parti- 
tion to be stated. culars of the offence of which he 

is accused shall be stated to him, and he shall be 
ashed if he has any cause to show why he should 
not be convicted; but it shall not be necessary to 
frame a formal charge. 

Synopsis 

6. Joinder of charges. 

7. Joint trial of a summons-case 
and a warrant-case. See Notes 
under S. 241. 

8. Effect of non-compliance with 
the section. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

“Shall be stated to him.” See Note 8. 

Summons-case trial with the warrant case — Charges for both needed. 

See S. 241 Note 2. 

Trial of European British subject. See S. 445, sub-section (5). 

1. Scope of the section. — This section which relates to the 
commencement of the trial of a siunmons-case may be compared with 
the corresponding provisions relating to the trial of warrant-cases and 
sessions trials. In the trial of a summons-case, the particulars of the 
offence are stated to the accused and his plea is recorded at the very 
commencement of the trial, whereas in warrant-cases, the trial 
commences with the taking of the evidence for the prosecution, and 
the framing of the charge and recording of the accused’s plea are 
postponed till after the prosecution evidence has been recorded. In 
this respect the commencement of a sessions trial resembles that of a 
summons-case, rather than that of a warrant-case, because in sessions 
trial also (s. 271) the charge is read and explained to the accused and 
his plea is recorded at the very commencement of the trial. 

2. “When the accused appears.” — As to the right of the 
accused to appear by pleader, see S. 205 and Notes thereunder. 

3. Particulars of the offence. — The section requires that the 
particulars of the offence charged must be stated to the accused. A 
general reference to the terms of the marginal note of a section is not 
sufficient . 1 It is not necessary that the Magistrate should make a record 
of what he has stated to the accused in explaining the offence . 2 But 
there must be some indication in the record to show that the provisions 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “When the accused appears.” 

3. Particulars of the offence. 

4. No formal charge necessary. 

5. Plea of accused. 


* 1882 : S. 242; 1872 : S. 203, para. 2, S. 206; 1861 : S. 265. 


Section 242 — Note 3 

1. (’03) 28 Bom 129 (142) ; 5 Bom L R 805, Emperor v. Alloomiya. (S, 4 of the 
Bombay Prevention of Gambling Act, 1881.) 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 594 (594), Queen-Empress v. Sein Eaing. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 501 (502) : 38 Or. L. J. 22, Bhubncshwar v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 258 (258) : 36 Cr. L. J. 361 : 31 N L R 139, Jagannath 

Singh v. Emperor. (It is sufficient if the proceedings show that he had orally 
explained to the accused what the offence was and asked him to show cause.) 
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•of this section were complied with. 3 4 However, the omission to make a 
note to the effect that the particulars of the offence were explained to 
the accused is only an irregularity. 1 In the undermentioned case, 5 the 
accused was sent up by the police on certain allegations. It was held 
that on such allegations being found not to amount to any offence, it 
was not open to the Magistrate to proceed against the accused on some 
other footing which would inculpate him. Where the accused is 
prosecuted for an offence of which he is not proved to be guilty, he 
■cannot be convicted for another offence without being called upon to 
show cause why he should not be convicted of such other offence. 0 

5. No formal charge necessary. — Under this section it is not 
incumbent upon a Magistrate to frame a formal charge in a summons- 
case. It has, however, been held in the undermentioned case 1 that 
when a prosecution is for an offence under an Act of very recent date, 
with the provisions of which the litigants as well as the lawyers are 
not quite familiar, it would ho proper for a Magistrate to frame a 
formal charge. 

As to cases where the Magistrate frames a charge in a summons 
case and the accused is misled into believing that he will be given an 
opportunity to further cross-examine the prosecution witnesses, see 
Notes under section 25G. 

5. Plea of accused. — In summons-cases the Magistrate must 
record the accused’s plea at the commencement of the trial. 1 See S. 243. 

6. Joinder of charges. — Though this section provides that 
in summons-cases it is not necessary to frame a formal charge, the 
provisions of the Code relating to the joinder of charges and the joint 
trial of accused persons apply to the trial of summons cases also. 1 

7. Joint trial of a summons-case nnd a wnrrnnt-case. — See Notes 

under Section 241. 


3. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 53 (57) : 1G Pat 97 : 39 Cr. L. J. 321, SuJchdco Prasad v. 
Emperor. (The record on its face must establish that the provisions of the section 
have been complied with.) 

■(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 501 (502) : 38 Cr.L.J. 22, Bhubncshwar Prashad v. Emperor. 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 127 (127) : 28 Nag L R 1G3 : 33 Cr. L. J. 938, Mi. Lahni 
v. Ehuslial. (Omission to make such note would be a mere irregularity.) 

5. (1900) 1 Low Bur Rul 43 (44), Quccn-Emprcss v. Tun E. 

•6. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 328 (329) : 41 Cr. L. J. 73G, Daragali Miah v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’38) AIR 193S Pat 440 (442) : 39 Cr. L. J. G10, Bcliari Bam v. Emperor. 
(Prosecution under the Sugar Excise Duty Act of 1934.) 

Note 5 

1. (’12) 15 Ind Cas 488 (489) : 40 Cal 71 : 13 Cri L Jour 488, Anath Nath Day v. 
Mohcndra Nath. (It is not clear how an offence under S. 506, Penal Code, can 
be tried as a summons-case.) 

•(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 64 (65) : 30 Cri L Jour 1077, Mahomed Jamal v. Emperor, 
(Offence under the Motor Vehicles Act.) 

Note 6 

1. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 739 (744) : 3 Low Bur Rul 52 (FB), Emperor v. San Dun. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 603 (606) : 41 Cal 694 15 Cr. L. J. 73, Biswas v. Emperor. 
(2 Cri L Jour 739 (FB), followed.) 

[Sec also (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 398 (398), Queen v. Nga Than Lon.] 

See also S. 233 Note 1 and S. 241 Note 3. 


Section 242 
Notes 3-7 
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Section 252 
• Note 8 - 


Seotion 253 


8. Effect of non-compliance •with the section. — Does the 
omission to state tlie particulars of the offence to the accused as required 
by this section amount to an illegality or to a mere irregularity curable 
under S. 537 ? • On this question there is a conflict of decisions. On the 
one hand, it has been held by the Calcutta High Court 1 that such air 
omission is an illegality and not a mere irregularity covered by S. 537. 
On the other hand, it has been held by the High Court of Madras 2 
and the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Nagpur 3 that such an omission 
is only an irregularity which under S. 537 does not vitiate the trial unless 
it has occasioned a failure of justice. In the undermentioned Patna 
case , 4 the view of the Calcutta High Court was adopted but a more 
recent case 5 6 of the Patna High Court has followed the opposite view. 


243 .® If tlie accused admits that lie has 
Conviction on ad- committed the offence of 'which he 

mission of truth of , . , . . , , 

accusation. is accused, his admission shall be 

recorded as nearly as possible in the words used hy 
him; and, if he shows no sufficient cause why he 
should not he convicted, the Magistrate may convict 
him accordingly. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Conviction on admission of truth 
of accusation. 

3. Admission by pleader. See 

S. 205 Note 7. 

4. Record of admission. 

5. One admission for several 

accused. 

6. Warrant-case tried as a sum- 

mons-case — Conviction on 


plea of accused. See S. 252 
and Notes thereunder. 

7. Whether order for security 
for keeping the peace may 
be based on consent of per-, 
son sought to be bound. See 
S. 117 Note 3. 

8. "If be shows no sufficient cause 
why he should not be convic- 
ted.” 


Other Toiiics (miscellaneous) 

Comparison between sessions and warrant eases. See S. 242 Note 1. 
Conviction on confession is discretionary. See Note 2. 

Record of actual words. See Note 4. 


* 1882 : S. 243 ; 1872 : S. 206, para 1 ; 1861 : S. 265. 


Note 8 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 19G (190, 197) : 54 Cal 859 : 28 Cr.L.J. 155, Gopalkrishna 
v. Matilal Singh. (25 Mafl G1 (PC), followed.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 339 (340) : 29 Cr. L. J. 795, Ashita Eanjan Bose v. Emperor. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 52 (52) : 42 Mad 787 : 20 Cr. L. J. 395, Public Prosecutor 
v. Sanharalinga Moppan. 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 127 (12S) : 28 Nag L R 1G3 : 33 Cr. L. J. 938, Mt. Lahani 
v. Ehushal. (AIR 1927 P C 44, relied on.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 210 (211) : 28 Cri L Jour 511, Damdoo v. Harba. 

4. (’3G) AIR 193G Pat 501 (502): 38 Cr.L.J. 22, Bhubncshwar Prasad v. Emperor. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 55 (57) : 1G Pat 97 : 39 Cr.L.J. 321, Sukhdco v. Emperor. 
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4. Legislative changes, — Tlie word "may” has been substituted 
for the word “shall” by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 
Act, xvm of 1923, thereby restoring the language of the Codes of 1S72 
and 1861i 

2. Conviction on admission of truth of accusation. — This 
section empowers a Magistrate to convict an accused person when he 
admits that he has committed the offence of which he is accused and 
does not show any sufficient cause why he should not be convicted . 1 
But a mere admission of the truth of all or any of the facts alleged 
against him does not amount to an admission of guilt unless such facts 
constitute an offence in the eye of the law; and in case such facts do 
not constitute an offence the accused cannot be convicted on such an 
admission . 2 Further, the admission referred to in the section is the 
admission made before the trying Magistrate by an accused in pursu- 
ance of the questions put to him under S. 2-12. Therefore, where there 
has been no plea of “guilty” before the trying Magistrate, he cannot 
rely upon an admission alleged to have been made by the accused in 
some other case and at some other time . 3 

Under the Code as it stood prior to the amendments of 1923, a 
Magistrate was bound to convict an accused person if he pleaded 
guilty . 4 The section in its present form, however, leaves it to the 


Section 243 — Note 2 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 All 18S (18S): 46 All 41 : 25 Cri L Jonr 655, Angnoo v. Emperor - 
(U. P. Municipalities Act, S. 85 (1).) 

(’28)' AIR 1928 Oudli 402 (403) : 3 Luck 680: 29 Cri L Jour 893, Emperor v.Shiwa 
Dalta. (Oilence under S. 290, Penal Code — AIR 1925 Oudli 305, distinguished.) 
[Sec also (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 186 (187) : 00 Cal 351 : 34 Cri L Jour 345, Probodh 
Chandra v. Emperor. (Plea of guilty involves admission o£ truth of all facts 
essential for guilt.)] 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 363 (364): 33 Cri L Jour 646, Bahadur Singh v. Emperor. 
(S. 10, Motor Vehicles Act, 1914.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 406 (406):7 Lah 359:27 Cr.L.J. 907, Basant Singh v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 153 (153) : 15 Cri L Jour 703 (703), Gaya Boy v. Emperor . 
(S. 13B, Calcutta Police Act, 1866 — Mere admission of possessing four annas in 
contravention of S. 13 is not sufficient if off duty is pleaded.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 203 (204) : 21 Cri L Jour 665, Bamoari Lai v. Emperor. (Ac- 
• cused admitting that lie travelled without ticket does not necessarily admit that 
he did so with fraudulent intention.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 153 (155) : 25 Cri L Jour 707, Emperor v. Glmlam Baza. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Nag 100 (101) : 32 Cri L Jour 1132, Eanhaya Lai v. Emperor . 
(Offence under S. 157, Penal Code — A I R 1925 Lah 153, followed.) 

(’88) 1 C P L R Cr 25 (26), Empress v. Ml. Adhilca. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 827 (828) : 29 Cri L Jour 645, Mt. Darlcan v. Emperor. 

(’08) 7 Cr.L.J. 208 (209):1907UppBurRul 9:14 BurLR 216, N ga Pyo\. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’34) AIR 1934 Nng 65 (65) : 35 Cri L Jour 696 :"30 Nag L R 317, 
Emperor v. Homnarain. (Even if accused says "guilty” Court must see. what 
he really means — If he merely means to say that he caused the alleged injury 
but that it was purely accidental, he cannot he convicted.)] 

See also S. 271 Note 12. 

3. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 532 (534) : 29 Cal 595 : 9 C W N 816, Emperor v. Mohunt 
Bant Das. (In this case Magistrate relied on admission made and recorded by a 
police-officer in another case.) 

4. (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 158 (159) : 8 Sind L R 213 : 16 Cri L Jour 238, Emperor 
v. Aslwn Gul Mahomed. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 364 (365) : 46 Mad 476 : 24 Cr. L. J. 358, Croivn Prosecutor 
v. Duraiswami. 


Section 23© 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 253 
Motes 2-8 


discretion of the Magistrate whether to accept the accused’s plea of 
guilty or not. If he exercises his discretion by not accepting the plea 
of guilty and proceeds to hear the evidence, he must satisfy himself 
that the evidence justifies a conviction. If the evidence does not prove 
the charge, he is hound to acquit the accused. It is not open to him 
to go back to the plea of guilty and convict the accused on that plea . 5 
Nor is it open to him to take from the accused a further plea of guilty 
and relievo himself of the duty of examining the remaining witnesses 
cited on behalf of the prosecution . 0 

A Magistrate may call for evidence even after ho has accepted the 
plea of guilty made by the accused, with the object of acquainting 
himself with the facts of the case in order to pass an adequate sentence . 7 
A plea of “guilty” can be allowed to be withdrawn if the accused was, 
at the time of making it, enfeebled by illness and undefended . 8 

3. Admission by pleader. — See Section 205 Note 7. 

5. Record of admission. — This section requires that an admis- 
sion of an accused should be recorded as nearly as possible in the words 
used by him . 1 Further, an admission should be recorded immediately 
it is made and not afterwards from rough notes or memory . 2 

5. One admission for several accused. — The law requires 
that each accused should bo questioned separately and that the answers 
given should be taken as nearly as possible in the words used by each 
accused. Therefore, where a Magistrate records one admission for a 
number of accused persons, the admission is bad . 1 

6. Warrant-case tried as a summons-case — Conviction on plea of 
accused. — See Section 252 and Notes thereunder. 

7. Whether order for security for keeping the peace may be based on 
•consent of person sought to be bound. — See Section 117 Note 3. 

8. “If he shows no sufficient cause why he should not he 
convicted. ” — These words are to be read along with the earlier part 
of the section and not as a distinct and separate part. "Where an accused 


5. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 195 (19G):32 Cri L Jour 719 (FB), Emperor r.Janardhan. 
•6. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 243 (244), Lalji Ram v. Corporation of Calcutta. 

See also S. 244 Note 3. 


7. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 195 (19G) : 32 Cr L. J. 719 (FB), Emperor v. Janardhan. 
S. (’15) AIR 1915 Lab 487 (493) : 16 Cr L.J. 257 (2G3) (FB), Emperor v. L. C. E. 
Shuldhavi. 


Note 4 


1. (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 594 (594), Quccn-Emprcss v. Scin Kaing. 

(’99) 1899 All WN 81 (82), Quccn-Emprcss v. Muhammad Haniff. (But failure to 

record statement iu accused's own words was held mere irregularity.) 

(’07) G Cr L. J. 332 (333) : 17 ML J 438, In re Subba Naiclccn. (Statement made 
by a person against whom proceedings are taken under chapter VIII.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 243 (244), Lalji Ram v. Corporation of Calcutta. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 117 (118) : 34 Cri L Jour 250, Ganesh Chandra Khan v. 
Corporation of Calcutta. 

[See (’73) 20 Sutli W R Cr 55 (5G), In flic matter of Molicsh Chunder. 

2. (’92) 15 Mad S3 (87) : 2 Weir 32G, Empress v. Erugadu. 

Note 5 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 211 (212) : 2G Sind L R 345 : 34 Cri L Jour 67, Tejumal 
Ilassomal v. Emperor. 
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does not admit liis guilt, lie cannot be convicted merely because be does 
not show sufficient cause against his conviction . 1 


244 .* (i) If the Magistrate does not convict 
Procedure when the accused under the preceding sec- 
is made. tion or it the accused does not make 

such admission, the Magistrate shall proceed to hear 
the complainant (if any), and take all such evidence 
as may be produced in support of the prosecution, 
and also to hear the accused and take all such evi- 
dence as he produces in his defence : 

Provided that the Magistrate shall not be bound 
to hear any person as complainant in any case in which 
the complaint has been made by a Court. 

(2) The Magistrate may, if he thinks fit, on the 
application of the complainant or accused, issue a 
summons to any witness directing him to attend or to 
produce any document or other thing. 

(3) The Magistrate may, before summoning any 
witness on such application, require that his reason- 
able expenses, incurred in attending for the purposes 
of the trial, be deposited in Court. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. “ Shall proceed to hear the 

complainant.” 

3. Evidence in support of the 

prosecution. 

4. Duty of prosecution. 

5. Cross-examination. 


6. Extra-judicial information. 

7. Evidence of the accused. 

8. “May issue summons . . . .” 

9. Re-issue of summons. 

10. Adjournment for procuring 

attendance of witnesses. 

1 1. Process-fees. See Notes to S.544. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Closing of the case by a party. See Note 3. 
Compulsion of attendance of witnesses. 
See Note 9. 

Connected cases — Copies — Depositions 
not to be used. See Note 3. * 

Conviction of complainant. See Note 2. 
Conviction on evidence recorded in an- 
other case. See Note 2. 

Costs of adjournment by accused. See 
Note 2. 

Discretion to summon witnesses. See 
Note 8. 

Documents filed by accused. See Note 7. 
Duty to take all evidence of prosecution. 
See Notes 2 and 3. 


Duty to take evidence for accused. See 
Note 7. 

Evidence in presence of accused. See 
Note 2. 

Evidence of co-accused-witness. See 
Note 3. 

Examination of accused. See Note 7. 
Exhibiting documents. See Note 3. 
Non-examination of complainant. See 
Note 2. 

Subsequent plea of guilt. See Note 3. 
Supplementary witnesses. See Note 10. 
Witnesses residing in foreign territory. 
See Note 8. 


* 1882 :S. 244 ; 1872 : Ss. 207, 361 ; 1861 : Ss. 262, 266. 


Section 243 
Note 8 

Section 244 


Note 8 

1. (’01) 1 Low Bur Rul 9S (96), Vadivalooswamy v. Crown. 
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Section 244 
Notes 1-2 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes made by Act XYIII of 1923 — 

(1) The words “If the Magistrate does not convict the accused under 
the preceding section or” which have been added at the com- 
mencement of sub-s.(l), are in keeping with the amendment of 
S. 243 whereby the Magistrate is no longer obliged to convict on a 
plea of guilty but may , notwithstanding such plea, record evidence 
before convicting the accused. 

(2) The proviso to sub-s.(l) is new and provides for a case where a 
complaint is made by a Court. 

(3) In sub-s.(2) for the words “issue process to compel the attendance 
of any witness or the production of,” the words “issue a summons 
to any witness directing him to attend or to produce” have been 
substituted. 1 

2. “Shall proceed to hear the complainant.” — 'When an 
accused person denies the truth of the complaint made against him, 
the Magistrate ought to hear the complainant and his witnesses in 
support of the prosecution, and also the accused and his witnesses. 1 He 
is bound to hear the complainant and take all evidence that he produces 
in support of the prosecution before he can acquit the accused. 2 An 
order of acquittal passed without this being done is illegal, 3 and the 
High Court may sot it aside in revision. 4 

The accused cannot be convicted except upon the evidence that 
he did commit the offence ; tho latter part of S. 243 must not be read 

Section 244 — Note 1 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 3G1 (3G1) : 27Cri L Jour 7G, Sclvamuthu v. Chinnappan 
Chettiar. (Magistrate is not bound to re-issue the summons if the witness sum- 
moned by him docs not care to attend.) 

Note 2 

1. (’G6) 6 Suth W R Gr 75 (75), In rc Ahlad Monce Dosscc. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Chooramoni. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr G (G) : G Beng L R App S3, In rc G. G. D. Betts. (Con- 
viction on evidence recorded in another case.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 147 (147) : 24 Oudh Cas 2G7 : 22 Cri LJour 7G5 , Emperor v. 
Kanhaiya Lai. (Magistrate passing orders on the result of his inspection with- 
out giving parties opportunity of producing evidence — Order set aside.) 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 424 (425) : 9 BomLR 134G, Emperor v. Somabhai Nathabhai. 
(The Magistrate is equally bound even where the accused admits all the facts 
alleged by tho prosecution but pleads not guilty.) 

2. (’91) 1891 Rat 539 (539), Queen-Empress v. Toulman. 

(’95) 2 Weir 305 (305), Naranapicr v. Ramasiuami Aiyar. (Magistrate cannot dis- 
pense with any witness whom complainant wishes to examine.) 

(’97) 20 Mad388(389):2 Weir 251, Quccn-Empressv. SinnaiGoundan. (The case was 
not disposed of under S. 203 and summonses were issued to the complainant’s 
witnesses.) 

(’G7) 7 Suth W R Cr 45 (45), Queen v. Sreenaih Moohopadhia. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr G1 (Gl) : 2 Beng L R (SN) 15, Bilash v. Mahroo. 

(’71) 1G Suth W R Cr 48 (49), EishorcSahai v. MungeriSahai. (Witnesses named 
by the complainant not examined but other witnesses were examined — Acquittal 
was set aside.) 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 21 (21, 22), Queen v.HatooEhan. (But in this case the High 
Court refused to set aside order of acquittal on the ground of want of jurisdiction.) 

3. (’96) 18 All 221 (223) : 1896 AWN 35, Kesri v. Muhammad Balchsh. 

4. (’13) 14 Cr.L. J. 177 (178) : 19 I. C. 177 : 1912 Upp Bur Rul 148, Emperor v. 
Nga San Wcin. 

See also S. 245 Note 2. 
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as distinct and separable from tbe first part. 5 A conviction is illegal 
which is arrived at without the recording of the prosecution evidence. 5 
Similarly, where the accused was convicted upon a statement of the 
complainant not made on oath before a Magistrate, the conviction was 
held to be illegal. 7 

This section does not make the examination of the complainant 
himself absolutely necessary, so as to vitiate a conviction if such 
examination does not take place. 8 But when a complainant’s evidence 
is taken it should be in the presence of the accused. The common 
practice of not examining the complainant at the trial but only under 
S. 200 of the Code is contrary to law. 8 

A Magistrate while enquiring into the complaint cannot, in the 
same case, convict the complainant himself because the evidence dis- 
closes that he too was a party to an affray. If the complainant is to be 
convicted it can only be in separate proceedings taken against him. 10 

Criminal Courts have no authority to order the accused to pay 
the complainant costs of an adjournment on the failure of the accused 
to appear on the day fixed for hearing of the complaint. 11 

3. Evidence in support of the prosecution. — The language 
of the section is compulsory and the Magistrate is bound to take all 
such evidence as may be produced in support of the prosecution. 1 Even 
when the complainant declines to be examined, it is the duty of the 
Magistrate to proceed to take the evidence of his other witnesses before 
dismissing the complaint, although in any event a strong preliminary 
presumption against the truth of the complainaut’s case would arise 
from his contumacious refusal to be examined. 2 In summons-cases, 
the parties have an undoubted right to examine their witnesses and 
their right could only bo curtailed by the Court upon the ground that 
the examination of these witnesses will delay and possibly defeat the 
ends of justice. 3 But where a complainant after examining some of 
the witnesses named by him, did not apply to the Magistrate to issue 

5. (’01) 1 Low Bur Rul 95 (9G), Yadivclooswamy v. Crown. 

6. (’60) G Sutli W R Cr 92 (92), In re Samccrooddccn. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 532 (534) :9CWN 81G, Emperor v. Mohunt Earn Das. (Magis- 
trate convicting merely on admission made to a police-officer — Police- officer ought 
to have at least been examined.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 406 (406) : 30 Cr.L.J. 517, Munshi Mianv. Emperor. (Magis- 
trate convicting accused merely on report of another Magistrate— ■ Conviction was 
set aside.) 

7 . (’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 55 (55), In the mailer of Mohcsh Chunder. (Conviction 
- merely based on first information report.) 

See also S. 200 Note 23. 

8. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 68 (69) : 21 Cri L Jour 252, Amir Iliya v. Sarafdi Hazi. 
(Section only requires that the complainant shall be heard.) 

9. (’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 67, Empress v. Nga Ngwe Nyun. 

10. (’88) 1888 Eat 403 (404), Queen-Empress v. Eissan Malhari. 

11. (’22) AIR 1922 All 184 (184) : 23 Cri L Jour 243, Bcedha v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 All 188 (188) : 54 All 416 : 34 Cri L Jour 18, Ali Husain v. 
Lachmi Narain. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 210 (211) : 28 Cri L Jour 511, Damdoo v. Harba. 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 308 (310) : 22 Cri L Jour 430, Biswanath Mahapatra v. 
Shivanand Sarasxuathi. 


Section 255 
Notes 2-3 
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Section 2M summons to other witnesses, it was hold that the Magistrate was not 

Note 3 wrong in deciding tho case on evidence before him. 4 A Magistrate has 

no jurisdiction to refuse to examine a witness who is deaf but who is 
able to speak and write. Such refusal is materially prejudicial and 
vitiates the trial.*’ 

A Magistrate should always be chary of taking upon himself the 
duty of deciding on behalf of the parties which witnesses should bo 
examined. 0 Generally it is not the province of the Court to examine 
the witnesses, and as a rule, tho Court should leave the witnesses to 
the pleaders to be dealt with as provided for in S. 138 of tho Evidence 
Act. Section *193, sub-s.(3) also tends in the same direction." 

It is no doubt ordinarily the duty of the prosecution if they rely 
on documents, to tender them in evidence together with such formal 
proof as may be necessary. But where documents actually on tho file 
of the proceedings are not formally exhibited and put on record as 
evidence, the Magistrate should in tho exercise of a wise discretion, 
before the close of the prosecution case, draw the attention of the 
prosecution to the fact that the documents have not been exhibited, 
or ascertain whether they are to be regarded as having been produced 
ns evidence for the prosecution under s. 214. b 

But a Magistrate cannot after the trial is closed and while writing 
judgment, admit in evidence a document without giving the accused 
an opportunity of raising objection to its relevancy and admissibility. 0 

The closing of the case for the prosecution is no mere form, but, 
with certain exceptions, closes the door to any further evidence against 
the accused. The prosecution cannot re-open the case and make 
additions to it except such voluntary addition as the accused cau 
himself make. 10 A statement by a party that ho has closed his case, 
should bear the signature of the party. In the absence of such signature, 
it is not recorded in accordance with law and there is no presumption 
of its correctness. 11 

Statements made by a defence witness against accused persons 
other than the one who called him ns a witness cannot be considered 
as if it were evidence led on behalf of the complainant. 12 

Where a Magistrate adopts tho procedure proscribed by this 
section on the footing that thore was no admission of guilt on the part 

4. (’71) 13 Svith W It Cr 87 (87), In re Kolobur Bern. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 511 (511): 21 Cr.L.J. OSS, Ganoda Dassya v. Srimanta Ghosh. 

6. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 823 (825) : 1G Cri L Jour 15G (157), Ycnhatappaija v. 
Ycnlealaramanayt/a. 

7. (’2-1) AIR 1921 Oudli 371 (372) : 27 Oudh Cas 21G : 25 Cri L Jour 122G, Janahi 
v. Shco Narain Singh. 

8. (’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 408(109): 3 S.L.R. 81: 3 I.C. 895, Emperor v. Ghuiam Hussein. 

9. (*1G) AIR 1916 Mad 1084 (1085) : 1G Cr.L.J. 45S (459), In rc Kdappan Nair. 

10. (’23) AIR 1923 All 322 (323): 45 All 323: 25 Cr.L.J. 305, Mahadcov. Emperor. 
See also S. 25G Nolo 10 and S. 289 Note 2. 

• 11 . (*2G) AIR 192G Lab G5G (G5G) : 27 Cri L Jour 1071, Mi. Bholnn v. Matu. 

12. (’40) 42 Pun L R 378 (379), Am nr Hath v. Emperor. (It is not permissible to 
use against accused dofenee evidence ol liis co-accused.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 57 (58): 12 Lab 385: 32 Cr.L.J. G72, Ghatur Bhuj v. Emperor. 
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of the accused person, lie is not competent to take a further plea of 
guilty from the accused and relieve himself of the duty of examining 
other prosecution witnesses . 13 

In connected cases it is not proper to take the depositions in one 
case and have them copied and used in the other . 1 ' 1 

3. Duty of prosecution. — The duty of the prosecution is to 
prove all the relevant facts essential to establish the guilt of the 
accused . 1 Irrelevant evidence should he excluded and the prosecution 
must he confined to simple and true evidence and no attempt should 
be made to hide essential facts or to embroider the case . 2 

The prosecution cannot be permitted at the last moment to 
change its ground. 3 See also S. 2S6 Note 18. 

5. Cross-examination. — The section does not contain any 
express provision for cross-examination, but a cross-examination must 
certainly be allowed at some stage and hence the right is exercisable 
under this section . 1 In the procedure laid down for the trial of summons 
cases the accused has no right to postpone the cross-examination of 
any prosecution witnesses as in the trial of warrant cases. But if the 
cross-examination is postponed in accordance with the direction of the 
Magistrate, he is hound to give the accused a further opportunity to 
cross-examine the witnesses. "Without such examination the evidence 
will not be legally admissible and the irregularity will vitiate the 
trial . 2 

6. Extra-judicial information. — It is extremely improper for 
a Magistrate in disposing of a case to rely in any way on statements 
made to him out of Court . 1 

7. Evidence of the accused. — The evidence of the accused 
should be taken after that of the complainant . 1 But where no- 
prejudice was caused, it was held that the fact of a Deputy Magistrate 
having recorded some evidence of the defence before the close of the 
case for the prosecution, would be no ground for reversing his decision . 2 

13. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 243 (244), Lalji Ram v. Corporation of Calcutta . 

See also S. 243 Note 2. 

14. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 196(197): 50 Cal 223:24 Cr.L.J. 19S, ilTozo/iwrv. Emperor. 
See also S. 252 Note 5. 

Note 4 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 All 322(324): 45 All 323: 25 Cr.L.J. 305, Mahadco v. Emperor. 
(If prosecution relies on confession of co-accused it must be formally proved.) 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Lab 341 (344) : 16 Lab 345': 37 Cri L Jour 504, Hans Raj v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 All 696(697): 51 All 463: 29 Cr.L.J. 1084, BhanDcb v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 All 621 (623) : 54 All 212 : 33 Cr. L. J. 310, Laclvni Narain v. 
Emperor. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 296 (298) : 23 Cr. L. J, 440, Parmeshtvar Lai v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’90)’ 14 Bom 572 (573), Queen-Empress v. Sahadco Tulcaram. 

Note 7 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 All 614 (614) : 47 All 341:26 Cr.L.J. 905, Bcchan Teli v. Emperor. 

2. (’82) 8 Cal 154 (156) : 10 C L R 51, Empress v. Kalicharan. (Defence witnesses 
examined before cross-examination of some of tbe prosecution witnesses wbo- 
were not in attendance.) 


Section 232- 
Notes 3-7 
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Section 255 
EJotes 7-8 


The section makes it obligatory on the Magistrate to hear the 
accused and record the evidence which he adduces in his defence after 
the prosecution evidence is recorded . 3 When the section says that the 
Magistrate shall hear the accused, it certainly means that he should 
ask the accused what he has to say in his own defence against the 
charge which has been brought against him, and in explanation of 
the evidence which has been led to support the charge . 4 But the 
examination need not be recorded with the same formality as in 
warrant-cases or preliminary enquiries . 5 As to the applicability of 
S. 342 to summons-cases, see Note 3 to S. 342. 

No Criminal Court can shut its eyes to the statement of an 
accused person when that statement refers to certain documents to 
which the accused is a party. The Court may not be satisfied with 
the statement or ma y require further proof but it cannot brush aside 
the documents to which the accused are parties when the accused 
themselves file those documents in Court along with their statements. 
As the accused cannot be examined on oath, they can only file a state- 
ment or refer to some documents to which they have been parties . 0 

Where, after closing hours, the Magistrate insisted on going on 
with the case and the accused’s counsel wanted an adjournment to 
■examine the witnesses who were in attendance and the adjournment 
was refused, one ground being that no defence list had been filed, it 
was held that the ground for refusal was wrong and the convictions 
were set aside . 7 

It is the duty of Magistrates when dealing with ignorant indivi- 
duals accused of technical offences to go very thoroughly into the 
■evidence, and where they are not defended by advocates, to give them 
-some assistance in putting up obvious defensive pleas . 8 

As to the effect of refusal by a Magistrate to examine a witness, 
•on the conviction of the accused, see S. 537 Note 27. 

8. “ May issue summons . . . — Under the Code of 1861, s. 263, 

it was in the discretion of the Magistrate to summon the witnesses “if 
he considered the evidence essential to the just decision of the case,” 
■-and incumbent on him to summon them only if it appeared to him that 
they were likely to give material evidence and that they would not 
voluntarily appear for the purpose of being examined . 1 

3. ('21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375, 377) : 45 Bom 672 : 22 Or. L. J. 17, Fernandez 
v. Emperor. (S. 342, Gr. P. G., is applicable to summons-cases.) 

■(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 62 (63), Queen v. Bissesur Sein. 

■(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 63 (64), In re Amecrchand Nohatta. (Point decided against 
the accused in another proceeding — This was held to be no reason for refusing 
to examine accused’s witnesses.) 

4. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 290 (291) : 46 Bom 441:23 Cr.L. 1. 45, Gulabjap v. Emperor . 

5. (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 76 (76), In re Ghedee Zoonjra. 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1135 (1136): 29 Gr.L.J. 1041, MuhammcdS alia x. Emperor. 
See also S. 256 Note 12. 

7. (’02-03) 7 Cal W N 714 (716), Emperor v. Kcso Singh. 

■8. (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 349 (350) : 32 Cri L Jour 206, Ali Hossein v. Emperor. 
See also S. 340 Note 4. 

Note 8 

1. (’70) 2 N W P H C R 393 (393, 394), Queen v. Mohurec. 

{’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 42 (42), Ahbar v. Punchoo Bisiuas. 
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Under the present section also, the Magistrate is under no obligation 
to issue process to compel the attendance of any witness either on tho 
application of the complainant or the accused. He has a discretion in 
the matter. 2 However, he must consider the application. He cannot 
ignore it completely, 23 nor can he exercise the discretion to the detriment 
of the applicant in an arbitrary manner. 3 The arbitrary exercise of 
discretion does not necessarily amount to acting without jurisdiction 
so as to justify the High Court’s interference in all cases ; but where 
the refusal to issue process amounts to a denial of justice, the High 
Court would interfere. 4 Thus, when the accused was a police constable 
and it was not improbable that the witnesses for the prosecution would 
not voluntarily appear, it was held that it was just such a case in which 
the Magistrate should have exercised his discretion and issued summons. 6 
Where, on the other hand, no prejudice is caused, the High Court will 
not interfere with tho order of the Magistrate. 6 

Though there is no provision for securing the attendance of 
witnesses residing in a foreign territory, tho Magistrate is bound to 
make all reasonable efforts to procure their attendance. 7 

Where an accused who was called upon to let in evidence applied 
for, and obtained the summoning of his witnesses on his behalf, it was 
held that he had exhausted the power of summoning witnesses for the 
defence and all that he could do was to move the Magistrate to summon 
any other witnesses whom he might deem necessary under s. 540. 8 

An application for summoning witnesses cannot be granted by 
a Magistrate not seised of the case. 0 

9. Re-issue of summons. — It was held by the Calcutta Court 
in cases decided prior to the amendment of sub-s.(2) that there was 
no discretionary power given by S. 244 to a Magistrate to refuse to 
compel the attendance of witnesses upon whom processes had already 
been issued. 1 This view has also been adopted by the Patna High 
Court subsequent to the amendment. 2 But the Madras view is that 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 63 (G4), In re Amcerchand Noliatta. (Per Bayloy, J.) 

(’71) 15 Sutli W E Cr 87 (87), In re Nolobur Bcra. 

2. (’20) AIE 1920 All 209 (210) : 21 Cri L Jour 385, Jhabboo v. Emperor. 

2a. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 58 (59) : 41 Cri L Jour 340, Vidya Parltash v. Emperor. 
(Failure to consider the application is incorrect though not illegal.) 

3. (’03) 30 Cal 508 (514) : 7 Cal W N 404, Surya Kanta v. Hem Chunder. 

4. (’03) 30 Cal 508 (515) : 7 Cal W N 404, Surya Kanta v. Hem Chunder. 

(’71) 15 Suth W E Cr 87 (88), In re Jchan Bulcsh. (Evidence already before the 
Magistrate was contradictory — Magistrate ought to have summoned witnesses 
whom accused wanted to call.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 679 (683, 686) : 32 Cal 1093 : 2 C L J 280, Tara Pada Biswas 
v. Nurul Hague. (Obiter — Case under S. 145, Cr. P. C.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L. J. 566 (567) : 12 I. C. 654 (Mad), Lunmo of Mahalunma v. Emperor. 

5. (’68) 9 Suth W E Cr 3 (3), Boiddonath Bania v. Bhecdu, Dass. 

6. (’08) 7 Cr.L. J. 344 (345): 7 C L J377 : 12 C W N4G1, Ooslo Behari v. Emperor. 
(Ordinarily accused are bound to'bring their own witnesses in summons-cases.) 

7. (’73) 1873 Pun Ee No. 4 Cr, p. 5 (5), Crown v. Bultun Singh. 

8. (’14) AIR 1914 All 197 (198) : 36 All 13 : 15 Cr.L. J. 164, Mangal v. Emperor. 

9. (’14) AIE 1914 All 197 (198) : 36 All 13 : 15 Cr.L. J. 164, Mangal v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’03) 30 Cal 121 (122), Daulat Singh v. Brinda Beider. 

(’01-02) 6 Cal IV N 548 (550), Bhomar Munshi v. Digambar Das. 

2. (’33) AIE 1933 Pat 494 (495) : 34 Cr.L.J. 1203, A jab Lai Baiv. Bhagawan Sahu. 

2Cr.91. 


Section 23$ 
Notes .8-9 
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Section 255 the change in the new Code by the substitution of the words “may 

Notes 9-44 issue summons to any witness” for the words “may issue 

process to compel the attendance of any witness,” renders it no longer- 
obligatory on a Magistrate to compel the attendance of a witness who 
has received the summons. 3 

But every endeavour should he made to secure attendance of 
witnesses w r ho have been summoned, 4 and a Court should see that its 
summons and warrants are duly executed. 5 6 

When a Magistrate is unable to record the evidence of witnesses 
in attendance on the date fixed and the case is adjourned, the witnesses 
should be told to appear on the adjourned date; a party should not 
be required to repeatedly summon his witnesses on payment of fresh 
process-fees merely because the Magistrate is unable’ to record their 
evidence on the date originally fixed. 0 

10. Adjournment for procuring attendance of witnesses. — 
The terms of the section apparently suppose that the defence witnesses 
attend voluntarily and accompany the accused. 1 The law intends that 
as a general rule the prisoner should have his witnesses present on 
the day of trial. 2 If a summons is necessary to procure the attendance 
of any witness, it should he applied for before the date fixed for- 
hearing. When no such application is made a Magistrate does not 
exercise his discretion wrongly in refusing an adjournment asked for 
at the trial. 3 On the other hand, however, it is not an irregularity to 
adjourn a trial for the purpose of enabling accused to procure the 
attendance of his witnesses. 4 

The section no doubt imposes an obligation on parties of procuring, 
their evidence in summons -cases, but the Court should, before convicting, 
an accused in such a case, take the precaution of ascertaining from 
the accused whether he has any witnesses, and if he has hut they are 
not present, should consider whether he should not he allowed a. 
further opportunity of bringing or summoning his witnesses through 
Court; where this was not done, a conviction was set aside. 5 But a 
Court is not bound to do this and although the Magistrate may not- 
have exercised a wise discretion in not sending for the defence witnesses, 
the High Court held in a case that it was unable to say that there was- 
any illegality requiring it to quash the conviction. 0 

11. Process-fees. — See Notes to section 544. 


3. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 361 (361) : 27 Cri L Jour 76, Sclvamulhu v. Ghinnappan- 

4. (’82) 4 All 53 (54) : 1881 AWN 102, Empress v. Ruhnnddin. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 All 142 (142) : 23 Cri L Jour 124, Bissay v. Emperor. 

6. (’12) 13 Cr.L. J. 176 (176) : 13 I. C. 928 (Lab), Balmokand v. Nanak Chanda 

Note 10 

1. (’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 36 (36), Bhikha Boy v. Dholun Boy. 

2. (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 21 (22), In re Dinoo Boy. 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 344 (345) : 7 C L J 377 : 12 C W N 461, Gosto Behariv. Emperor.. 

3. (’87) 1887 Rat 355 (355, 356), Empress v. Mulchand. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 76 (76), In rc Ghedcc Konjra. 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 28 (29) : 7 Beng L R 564, Queen v. Bholanath Mukerjcc. 

4. (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 21 (22), In rc Dinoo Boy. 

5. (’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, p. 9 (9, 10), Empress v. Jcxvan Singh. 

6. (’68-69) 4 Mad H C R App xxix (xxix). 
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245 .* (i) If the Magistrate upon taking the 
Acquittal evidence referred to in section 244 and 
cqui a ' such further evidence (if any) as he may, 
of his own motion, cause to he produced, and (if he 
thinks fit) examining the accused, finds the accused 
not guilty, he shall record an order of acquittal. 

( 2 ) Where the Magistrate does not proceed inac- 
Sentence. cordanee with the provisions of section 
349 or section 562, he shall, if he finds the accused 
guilty, pass sentence upon him according to law. 

Sub-section (2) has been substituted for original sub-s. (2) by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. When to acquit. 

3. ,f If he thinks fit.” 

4. Effect of dismissal of complaint or discharge. 

5. Trial of warrant-case as summons-case and acquittal — Effect. 

6. Sentence. 

7. Whether Magistrate can find accused guilty while acting under 

S. 349. See S. 349 and Notes thereunder. 

8. Committal to sessions. 

1. Legislative changes. — Sub-section ( 2 ) has been amended by 
adding the words "where the Magistrate does not proceed in accordance 
with the provisions of s. 349 or s. 562” : see Note G. 

Similar amendments are effected in Ss. 25S and 306. 

2. When to acquit. — A Magistrate is not empowered to record 
an order of acquittal until he has heard all the prosecution and defence 
evidence. An order of acquittal passed before the> evidence on both 
sides is over is not in accordance with law and is liable to he set aside . 1 
Where a Magistrate refuses to proceed with a complaint on a legal 
objection raised by the defence, as for instance, the want of sanction 
of a particular authority, his order is not one of acquittal . 2 

3. “If he thinks fit.” — As to whether these words make the 
examination of the accused prescribed by S. 342 optional in summons 
cases, see Note 3 to S. 342. 

* 1882 :S. 245 ; 1872 : S. 211, paras l and 2 ; 1861 : S. 272. 


Section 245 — Note 2 

1. (’91) 1891 Eat 539 (539), Queen v. Toulman. (No evidence for prosecution taken.) 
(’67) 7 Suth W E Cr 45 (45), Queen v. Srcenath Mookopadhia. 

(’96) 18 All 221 (222, 223) : 1896 AWN 35, Kesri v. Muhammad Balish. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 177 (178) : 19 I C 177 : 1912 Upp Bur Eul 148, Emperor v. 
Nga San Wein. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 559 (561) : 21 1. C. 159 : 36 Mad 315, In re MutWa Moopan. 
(’32) AIE 1932 Mad 25 (26) : 33 Cr.L. J. 274 , Emperor v. Varadarajulu Naidu. 
See also S. 244 Note 2. 

2. (’24) AIE 1924 Mad 487 (487): 25 Cr. L. J. 442, Sesha Ayyar v. Venkatasubba. 


Section 245 
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Section 258 
Notes 4-8 


5. Effect of dismissal of complaint or discharge In the 

trial of a summons-case the law contemplates no other order except an 
order of acquittal or of conviction. When the Magistrate does not find 
the accused guilty, he is bound to record an order of acquittal. 1 
Therefore, when the Magistrate finds that no case is made out against 
the accused, he acquits the accused in lav), although he may style his 
order as an order of discharge 3 or of dismissal of complaint. 3 See also 
Note 3 to s. 247 and Note 4 to s. 241. 

5. Trial of warrant-case as summons-case and acquittal — 
Effect. — It has been held that when a warrant-case is tried as a 
summons-case and the accused is acquitted under this section, the 
acquittal amounts only to a discharge under S. 253 and can be dealt 
with under S. 43G. 1 

6. Sentence. — When a Court convicts an accused person of any 
offence, it is bound to pass some sentence, however light it may be, 
unless it acts under S. 349 or S. 502. 1 It is illegal to adjourn the passing 
of sentence for an indefinite period. 2 Section 349 deals with the 
procedure to bo followed when the trying Magistrate cannot pass a 
sufficiently severe sentence. 

Section 5G2 deals with the power of the Court to release first 
offenders under 21 years of age on probation of good conduct. 

7. Whether Magistrate can find accused guilty while acting under 
section 349. — See S. 349 and Notes thereunder. 

8. Committal to sessions. — As to the legality of committing to 
sessions offence triable as summons cases, see Note 4 to S. 347. 


Note 4 

1. ('71) 3 N W P H C I? 273 (275), Queen v. Tilohc Chund. 

(1900) 1900 Pan Be No. 19 Cr,p. 43(44): 1900PLB Cr,p. 50, Amir Khan v. Empress. 
(Offence under S. 25, Indian Forest Act, 187S.) 

2. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J.350 (350) : G Ind Cas 385 (Mad), Sessions Judge of Tinncvclly 
v. Venkatram Aiycr. 

3. (’71) BN1PHCB 273 (275), Queen v. Tilohc Chund. 

(’76) 25 Suth W It Cr G3 (63), Irfan Biswas v. Jimmut Bibce. 

Note 5 

1. (’8G) 1886 All W N 260 (260), Empress v. Jadu. 

(’88) 18S8 All W N 9G (97), Empress v. Lajja Bam. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 382 (3S2, 383) : 15 M L J 225, Sabapathi Mudali v. Kuppu- 
sa7iii Mudali. 

See also S. 251 Note 3 and S. 403 Note 14. 

Note 6 

1. (’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Bui 409 (409), Queen-Empress v. Mi Bauk. 

(’86) 1886 Bat 291 (292), Queen-Empress v.J akin. (Offence under Bombay Ahkari 
Act, 1878.) 

(1900) 2 Bom L B 611 (G12), Empress v. Hanmantdas. (Offence under S. 74, 
Bombay District Municipal Act, 1873.) 

(’69) 2 Weir 305 (306) : 4 M H G B App Ixvi. (Offence not stated.) 

(’34) AIB 1934 Bang 338 (339) : 12Bang419 : SQGr.hJAGOjEmpcrorx.MiHlwa. 

(’95) 22 Cal 805 (809), Dewan Singh v. Queen-Empress. 

(’34) AIB 1934 Nag 117 (117) : 35 Cri L Jour 760, Emperor v. Kalla. (Sentence 
not inadequate merely because imprisonment is not awarded.) 

See also S. 258 Note 6, S. 309 Note 15 and S. 367 Note 10. 

2. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 288(288): 14 Ind Cas 672 (Bom), Emperor v.EcshavlalGirdliar. 
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246 .* A Magistrate may, under section 243 
Finding not limited by or section 245, convict tile accused 
complaint or summons. 0 f an y offence triable under this 

Chapter which from the facts admitted or proved he 
appears to have committed, whatever may be the 
nature of the complaint or summons. 

4. Scope of the section. — This section is analogous to s. 227 
and enables the Magistrate to convict the accused of any offence 
which, from the facts proved or admitted, he appears to have com- 
mitted, though it is different in its nature from the offence originally 
charged. But it is necessary that both the original offence and the 
offence of which the accused is sought to be convicted are triable as 
summons-cases. 1 The fact that the offence originally charged was one 
under a local or special law and that the offence of which the accused 
is sought to be convicted is under the Penal Code, does not affect 
the applicability of the section provided that both are triable as 
summons-cases. 2 

When convicting an accused person under this section for a 
different offence from that originally charged, it is not necessary to 
re-open the trial and to follow again the procedure prescribed by Ss. 243 
and 244. 3 But this does not mean that a Magistrate can convict an 
accused person of an offence in respect of which he has had no 
opportunity of defending himself.' 1 Further, the section refers to the 
nature of the offence and not to the dato on which the offence was 
committed. Hence, the section does not empower a Magistrate in a 
summons-case to convict an accused person of an offence alleged to 

* 1882 : S. 246; 1872 : S. 203, purn. 2; 1861— Nil. 


Section 246 — Note 1 

1. (’8G) AIR 1936 Mad 341 (341) : 59 Mad 442 : 37 Cr. L. J. 501, Eajaratnam 
Filial v. Emperor. (Original charge under S. 121, Railways Act — Conviction 
under S. 323, Penal Code, is illegal.) 

(’84) 7 Mad 454 (456) : 2 Weir 551, Queen-Empress v. Papadu. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 708 (709), Queen-Empress v. Viswanath. (Original charge under 
S. 68 of the Bombay District Police Act IV of 1890 — Conviction under S. 71 legal.) 

(’31) Am 1931 Mad 228 (231) : 32 Cri L Jour 432, Chairman Municipal Council, 
Mangalore v. Vasudciua Eamath. 

2. (’04) 1 All L Jour 206a (206u), Mahdbir Sahai v. Emperor. (Original charge 
nnder S. 100, Railways Act — Conviction under S. 352, Penal Code, legal.) 

(’26) Am 1926 Bom 255 (255): 27 Cri L Jour 496, Framji Bomanji v. Emperor. 
(Original charge under S. 122, City of Bombay Police Act — Magistrate can con- 
vict under S. 352, Penal Code.) 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 109 (109, 110) : 1940 R L R 219 : 41 Cr. L. J. 541, The 
King v. Mi Ngc Soe. 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 557 (559, 560) : 4 I.C. 352 : 36 Cal 869, Dasarath Eai v. Emperor. 

4. (’90) 1890 Rat 529 (530), Queen Empress v. Nalhoo Lalji. (Ogence under 

S. 394, Bombay Municipal Act, 18S8.) 

(’01) 5 C.W.N, 567 (568), In the matter of Chinibas Pal. (Ss. 447, 290 Penal Code.) 

(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 40 (41) : 5 Beng L R App lxxxii, Ealidas Blmltacharjcc v, 
Mohendronath. (Case under Code of 1861 — Order under S. 62 (present S. 144, 
Cr. P. G.) substituted for that under S. 308 (present S. 133, Cr. P. C.) without 
giving any opportunity to accused to meet it.) 

(’82) 8 Cal 195 (197), Empress v. BadoinathShaha. (OfiencesunderSs.53,59 and 
64, Bengal Excise Act, 1878.) 


Section 2$6 
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Section 256 have been committed on a date different from that of the offence 
Note 1 originally charged . 5 

Compare sections 237 and 238. . 


Section 257 247 .* If the summons has been issued on eom- 

Non-appearance plaint, and upon the day appointed 
of complainant. f or the appearance of the accused, or 
any day subsequent thereto to which the hearing may 
be adjourned, the complainant does not appear, the 
Magistrate shall, notwithstanding anything herein- 
before contained, acquit the accused, unless for some 
reason he thinks proper to adjourn the hearing of the 
case to some other day : 

Provided that, where the complainant is a public 
servant and his personal attendance is not required, 
the Magistrate may dispense with his attendance, and 
proceed with the case. 

Synopsis 

7. “The Magistrate shall . . . some 
other day.” 

8. Whether acquittal under this 
section bars fresh trial under 
S. 403. See Notes to S. 403. 

9. Complaints by public servants — 
Proviso. 

10. Review. See S. 369 and Notes 
thereunder. 

1 1. Power to restore a case in which 
accused has been acquitted 
under this section. See Notes 
under S. 369. 

12. Revision. 

Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 

Absence of accused immaterial. See Issue of summons on complaint. See 
Note 4. Note 2. 

Acquittal mandatory unless hearing is • Non-applicability to Workman’s Breach 
adjourned. See Notes 2 and 7. of Contract Act. See Note 2. 

Adjournment not legally made. See Non-payment of process-fees. See Note 5. 
Notes 5 and 7. Non-service of summons on accused. 

Complainant absent but his vakil pre. See Note 4. 

sent. See Note 5. Order of striking oS or dismissal. See 

Date for arguments. See Note 4. Note 7. 

Date for judgment. See Note 4. Transfer without knowledge of com- 

Discretion as to acquittal. See Note 7. plainant. See Note 7. 

Discretion as to adjournment. See Note 7. Warrant-cases. See Notes 2 and 3. 

1. Legislature changes. — In the Code of 1861 (Ss. 259 and 269) 
the procedure was to dismiss the complaint 1 on the failure of the 
complainant to appear on the day of hearing. In the Code of 1872 it 

* 1882 : S. 247 ; 1872 : S. 205, S. 208 para. 3, S. 212 ; 1861 : Ss. 259, 269. 

5. (’21) 62 I.G. 575 (576) : 22 Cr.L.J. 559 (Cal), Sarkar v. Hoturah Municipality. 

Section 247 — Note 1 
1. (’68) 4 Mad H G R App viii (is). 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope, object and applicability 

of the section. 

3. Applicability of section to cases 

consisting both of offences 
triable as summons-cases and 
offences triable as warrant- 
cases. 

4. “Upon the day . . . adjourned.” 

5. “The complainant does not 

appear.” 

6. Death of complainant. 
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was provided that on default of appearance of the complainant on 
•the date of hearing the complaint might be dismissed and that the 
effect of such a dismissal was the same as an acquittal . 2 In the later 
Codes, it was provided that in such circumstances the accused shall 
be acquitted. 

The proviso to the section was added for the first time in the 
1893 Code. 

2. Scope, object and applicability of the section. — This 
section provides that if on the day of hearing the complainant docs 
not appear, the accused shall be acquitted unless the Magistrate 
thinks fit to adjourn the case. The object of the section is to prevent 
the complainant from being dilatory in the prosecution of the case . 1 
The section applies only to summons -cases. In warrant-cases, the 
Magistrate has no jurisdiction to acquit an accused on the ground of 
the absence of the complainant . 2 As to the procedure to be followed 
in such cases if the complainant absents himself on the date of hearing, 
■see S. 259. But where the Magistrate treats a case throughout as a 
•summons-case and follows the procedure prescribed for such cases, 
he is at liberty to acquit the accused under this section although the 
■complaint mentioned offences triable as warrant-cases . 3 As the opening 
words of the section show, the section does not apply unless the 
proceedings have been instituted on a complaint . 1 5 

Inquiries under S. i of the Workman’s Breach of Contract Act, 
1S59, are not criminal proceedings and the section does not apply 
to them . 6 

3. Applicability of section to cases consisting both of 
offences triable as summons-cases and offences triable as 
warrant-cases. — As seen in Note 2 to s. 241, where a case consists 
of two charges, one of which is a summons-case and the other a 
warrant-case, the procedure prescribed for the trial of the graver 
■offence should he followed and the case ought to be tried as a warrant- 
case. Hence, in such a case, if the complainant absents himself on 


2. ('73) 19 Sutli W R Cr 52 (52), In re J. G. Bagram. 

•(’75) 23 Sutli W R Cr 03 (04), E. B. Ely. Co. v. Kali Bass. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 229 (229), In the petition of Bansidhar. 

Note 2 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 1009 (1010): 49 Mad 883 : 27 Cr. L. J. 98S, Nagarambilli 
Toiikya v. Jagannath. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 340(341): 56 All 750: 30 Cr.L.J. 65, Sitraj Baliv. Emperor. 
(1900) 4 Cal W N 20 (27), Bam Coomar v. Bamjee. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 439 (439, 440) : 24 Cri L Jour 409, V enhatarama Aiyer v. 
Sundarain Filial. (But the right of acquittal is not denied to the nccused simply 
because the Magistrate follows a warrant-case procedure in a case where the 
accused is charged with a summons-case offence.) 

[See (’69) 1869 Rat 16 (16), Reg. v. Goolab Cliandi] 

3. (’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 40 (41), Madhoosoodnn v. Haridass. 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 All 528 (528): 26 Cr.L.J-. 170,ilfA Basanti v. Maqsud All Khan. 

5. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 404' (404) : 20 Ind Cas 228 : 9 Low Bur Rul 35, Krishna 
Fcrdan v. Pasand. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 719 (720) : 40 Brad 723 : 24 Cri L Jour 465, Bamamma v. 
Gurunathan. 


Section 257 
Notes 1-3 
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Section 247 
Notes 3-4 


tlie date of hearing, the Magistrate cannot acquit the accused under 
this section hut can only discharge him under section 259. 1 

"Where, however, a case is begun as a warrant-case but a charge 
is framed only for an offence triable as a summons-case, it has been 
held by the Madras High Court that the accused is entitled to acquittal 
under this section on the complainant’s absence on the day of hearing. 
This view proceeds on the ground that this section confers a substan- 
tive right on the accused of which he cannot he deprived merely by 
reason of the adoption of a particular procedure by the Magistrate. 2 ' 
See also Note 4 to s. 241. 

4. “Upon the day .... adjourned.” — The section refers to 
the absence of the complainant on the date fixed for the appearance 
of the accused or to which the hearing has been adjourned. If the 
Magistrate under a mistake takes up the case on a day to which it was. 
not posted and dismisses the complaint, this section does not apply. 1 
The section applies though the case has been posted only for arguments,, 
because in such a case the hearing of the case cannot be said to be 
finished. 10 But where the hearing of the case is finished and the case is 
only posted for judgment, the section does not apply and the accused, 
cannot be acquitted merely because the complainant is absent on such 
a day. 2 Similarly, if a case is only nominally fixed for hearing and it. 
cannot be reasonably expected to be reached and is not in fact reached 
during the day, this section has no application and the accused cannot 
be acquitted on the ground of the complainant’s absence. 20 The power 
of the Court to acquit an accused under this section on the ground of 
the complainant’s absence at the hearing is not affected by the fact- 
that the accused is not present 3 or even by the fact that the process. 


Note 3 

1. (’85) 11 Cal 91 (92), Bajnarain Eoonwar v. Lala Tamoli Baut. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 371 (373) : 41 Mad 727 : 19 Cri L Jour 613, Baghavalu 
Naicher v. Singaram. (Order does not operate as acquittal even in cases of' 
summons-case oSence.) 

2. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 439 (439, 440) ; 24 Cri L Jour 469, Ycnhatarama Aiyar- 
v. Sundaram Pillai. 


Note 4 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 All 1025 (1026) : 36 Cri L Jour 32S, Mahadeo v. Emperor. 

la. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 768(769): 15 Cr.L.J. 163, BamjiwanBai v. Abilahh Barai. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 357(359): 1940 N.L.J. 399 (401), Emperor v.Laxmi Prasad. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lak 121 (121) : 39 Cri L Jour 293, Md. PLayat v. Daulat Elian. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 201 (201) : 46 Cal 867 : 20 Cri L Jour 492, Girish Chandra 

v. Bliusan Das. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Nag 158 (158) : 19 Nag L R 48 : 24 Cri L Jour 205, Emperor v. 

Jangu Singh. 

2a. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 130 (132) : 35 Cri L Jour 1139, In rc Jamnabai Mcghji. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 140 (141) : 24 Cri L Jour 815, Eiran Sarhar v. Emperor.. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 408 (409) : 53 Bom 693 : 31 Cri L Jour 1000, Slianlcar v. 

Dattatraya. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 41 (42) : 9 I C 253 : 34 Mad 253, In rc Guggilapu Pcddaya. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 563 (563, 564) : 33 Cr.L.J. 579, Sriramulu v. V iraragavalu. 

[Sec (1865) 3 Sutk W R Cr 36 (36), Queen v. Chundrai Sihdar. (Magistrate was 
held to be justified in dismissing the complaint when complainant was not pre- 
sent, though there was no question till then of the appearance of the accused.)]. 

[See also (1900) 4 Cal W N 346 (347), Pancliu Singh v. Umar Mahomed. (Dis- 
missal of case and acquittal of one of two accused (who alone was present) on 
the ground of complainant’s absence — Dismissal operates also against the other- 
accused whose attendance could not be procured.)] 
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•was not served on him. 4 5 

5. “ The complainant does not appear.” — The appearance 
of the complainant most be in 'person. The presence of the complainant’s 
pleader is not enough to avoid the consequences specified in the section. 1 
The complainant must be present -when the case is called ; it is not 
enough if he appears afterwards though it may be in the course of the 
same working day. 2 But it has been held in the undermentioned decision 3 
of the Madras High Court that if a case is posted for 11 A.M. on a certain 
day and the complainant appears at that time but the Court does not 
sit till 2 P. M. and the complainant does not wait till then, he cannot 
be said to have failed to appear within the meaning of the section. 

Where, on the day to which a case is posted, the case is not taken 
up at all, the complainant cannot be said to have failed to “appear” 
within the meaning of the section though he does not attend Court on 
such date as the time at which appearance is contemplated is when the 
case is called on for hearing . 4 

It has been held by the Madras High Court that where the date 
of hearing has not been communicated to the complainant at all, his 
absence cannot be regarded as a failure to appear for the purposes of 
this section. 6 

The accused can be acquitted under the section only on the failure 
pf the complainant to appear. His failure to pay process-fees is no 
ground for acquitting the accused under this section. 0 

In a joint charge for three offences under S. 234, where there are 
three complainants in respect of the three offences, the absence of one 
of the complainants can be ground only for acquitting the accused of 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 140 (141)' : 24 Cri L Jour 815, Kiran Sirkar v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 40S (409) : S3 Bom 093 : 31 Cri L Jour 1000, Shankar v. 
Dattatraya. 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 357 (359) : 1940 Nag L Jour 399 (402), Emperor v„ 
Laxmi Prasad. (Where on the day to which the case was adjourned no investi- 
gation of the controversy could begin as the summons' of one of the accused was 
awaited and no witnesses were summoned for that day and the Magistrate 
acquitted the accused as the complainant remained absent it was held that 
the caso was fixed for hearing on the adjourned date and the acquittal was 
proper.)] 

[But see (’92) 2 Weir 307 (307), In re Kandappa Cliclty.] 

Note 5 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 All 658 (658,659):37 Cr.L.J.1028, Pirag Lai v. Ruslam Singh. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 1009 (1010) : 49 Mad 883 : 27 Cri L Jour 988, Nagarambilli 

Tonkya v. Jagannatha. 

2. (’84) 7 Mad 356 (357):2 Weir 309, Sped Ambadliathi Kiiltiyaliv. Pari Mukri. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 1009 (1010) : 49 Mad 883 : 27 Cri L Jour 988, Nagarambilli 

Tonkya v. Jagannatha. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 172 (173) : 28 Cri L Jour 118, Pullamma v. Sanjivi Eeddi. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 393 (394) : 28 Cr.L. J. 208, Ahmed Mecra Sahib v. Mccran 
Sahib. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 102 (103) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1050, Baslibchari Ilarury v. Corpora- 
tion of Calcutta. 

5. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1158 (1162, 1164) : 30 Cri L Jour 191 : 52 Mad 695, Ntina 
Panakalu v. Eavclu Subba Bao. 

(’75) 2 Weir 307 (308). 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 All 392 (393) : 26 Cri L Jour 963, Bhimmi v. Pcrshadi. 

(’82) 5 Mad 160 (160) : 2 Weir 305, Eorapalu v. Monappa. 


Section 25T 
Notes 5-5 
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:3ection 257 
Notes S-6 


the offence against the particular complainant who was absent and 
does not affect the charge as regards the others. 7 . 

6. Death of complainant. — The maxim actio personalis moritur 
cum persona (a personal right of action dies with the person) or S. 806 
of the Succession Act, 1925, does not apply to criminal prosecutions. 1 
Hence the death of a complainant does not ipso facto terminate a 
criminal prosecution. The contrary view taken in the undermentioned 
cases 2 is, it is submitted, not correct. 

There is a difference of opinion on the question whether this 
section applies to cases where the absence of the complainant on the 
day of hearing is due to his death. It has been held hy the High 
■Courts of Calcutta, 3 Madras 4 and Lahore 5 that the section applies 
while the High Courts of Bombay 0 and Patna 7 and the Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court of Nagpur 8 have doubted whether the section 
applies. If it be held that the section applies to such cases, it is open 
to the Magistrate either to acquit the accused 9 or to adjourn the case to 

7. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 366 (368) : 16 Cr.L.J. 332:43 Cal 13, Subedar v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 178 (179) : 27 Cri L Jour 491, Mahomed Azamv. Emperor. 
(In proper cases Magistrate has discretion to allow the complaint to continue by 
a proper and fit complainant if he is willing.) 

■(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 227 (229) : 2 Lah27 : 22 Cr.L.J. 166, Hazara Sing x. Emperor. 

(S. 89 of the Probateand Administration Act, equivalent to S. 306, Succession Act.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 72 (73) : 4 Lah 7 : 24 Cri L Jour 29, Emperor x. Mauj Din. 

(Charge of abduction does not abate by the death of the husband (complainant).) 
.(’24) AIR 1924 All 666 (667) : 25 Cri L Jour 1007, Musa v. Emperor. (Prosecu- 
tion under S. 323 does not abate.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1034 (1034) : 16 Cri L Jour 713, In re Eamasamier . 

(’68-69) 4 Mad H C R App lv (lv):2 Weir 235. (But it is desirable that prosecution 
for adultery should be withdrawn on the death of complainant.) 

■(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 278 (278, 279) : 44 Mad 417 : 23 Cri L Jour 117, Muhammad 
Ibrahim x. Shaik Dawood. (Charge under S. 323, Penal Code, does not abate.) 
■(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 772 (772) : 54 Blad 76S : 33 Cr. L. J. 14, Narayana Naick v. 
Emperor. 

•(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 190 (190) : 1 Sind L R 72, Imperalor v. A 7 «r Mahommed. (Com- 
plaint under S. 498, Peual Code, does not abate by the death of the husband 
(complainant.)) 

[ See also (’29) AIR 1929 Rang 14 (15) : 6 Bang 664 : 30 Cri L Jour 345, U Mo 
Gaung x. Po Sin. (Complainant dying before hearing — Offence not compoundable 
and non-cognizable — Magistrate can still proceed with the case.)] 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 Lah 403 (404) : 18 Cr. L. J. 688 (688) : 1917 Pun Re No. 26 Cr. 
Eama Nand x. Emperor. (Prosecution under S. 323, Penal Code, is a personal 
action — Hence, on death of complainant right to prosecution does not survive to 
legal representatives.) 

•(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 409 (409) : 1919 Pun Re No.. 25 Cr : 20 CriL Jour 717, Labhu 
v. Emperor. (On death of complainant trials under offences compoundable without 
reference to Court abate — In other cases proceedings do not abate.) 

[See also (’08) 1908 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 30 (30) : 7 Cri L Jour 290 (291) : 1908 
Pun L R No. 112, Ishar Das v. Emperor. (Death of complainant terminates a 
prosecution for defamation which is essentially a personal action.)] 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 708 (708): 16 Cri L Jour 322, Pnran v. Dengar Chandra. 
[But sec (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 263 (263) ; : 15 Cr. L. J. 726 ,Madho x.Turab Mian.'] 

4. (’28) AIR 192S Blad 167 (168) : 51Mad 339: 29 Cr.L.J. 257, Appala v. Emperor. 

5. (’22) AIR 1922 Lah 227 (229) : 2 Lah 27 : 22 Cr L J 166, Hazara v. Emperor. 

6. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 17S (179) : 27 Cr. L. J. 491, Mahomed Azam v. Emperor. 

7. (’16) AIR 1916 Pat 152 (153): 37 I. C. 519 (521) : 1 Pat L J 264: 18 CriL Jour 
151, Jitan Dusadh v. Domoo Sahoo. 

8. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 72 (73): 2SNag L R 49 : 33 Cr.L.J. 407, AnandBaox. Gadi. 
■9. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 708 (708) : 16 Cri L Jour 322, Pnran v. Dengar. 
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■enable another person to continue the prosecution. 10 If it be lield that 
the section does not apply, it is conceived that tbe Magistrate has no 
power to acquit tbe accused but must go on with tbe case. 11 

7. “The Magistrate shall .... some other day.” — If tbe 

•complainant does not appear on tbe day of bearing, tbe accused is 
entitled to be acquitted 1 unless the Magistrate for some reason thinks 
it proper to adjourn tbe case. 11 The Magistrate has no power to 
dispense with tbe appearance of tbe complainant" or compel him to 
appear and go on with tbe case. 3 But unless an order of acquittal is 
actually passed by tbe Magistrate, the mere absence of tbe complainant 
on tbe day of bearing does not ipso facto result in tbe acquittal of the 
accused. 4 Tbe exercise of discretion in favour of tbe complainant once 
by adjourning tbe bearing does not deprive tbe Magistrate of tbe power 
of acquitting tbe accused on the non-appearance of tbe complainant 
at a subsequent bearing. 5 

Tbe following cases arc illustrative of tbe circumstances under 
which a Magistrate would be exercising bis discretion under tbe section 
properly by adjourning tbe case aud giving the complainant a further 
■opportunity instead of acquitting tbe accused — 

(1) when tbe complainant is not definitely informed of the place 
of trial ;° 

(2) when tbe complainant is prevented by heavy floods from 
appearing ; r 

( 3 ) when tbe case is transferred from tbe file of one Magistrate to 
another without notice to the complainant and be is present in 
the original Court in ignorance of tbe transfer: 8 


10. (’16) AIR 1916 Pat 152(154): 1 PatLJ 264: 18 Cr.L.J. 151, Jitan v. Domoo Sahoo. 

[But sec (’28) AIR 1928 Mac! 167 (16S) 29 Cri L .Tour 257 : 51 Mad 339, In rc 

Appala Naidit. (Magistrate cannot adjourn case.)] 

11. (’32) AIR 1932 Nag 72 (73): 28 Nag L R 49: 33Cr.L.J.407, AnandRaov.Gadi. 
[Sea (’16) AIR 1916 Pat 152 (154) : 18 Cri L Jour 151 : 1 Pat L .T 264, Jitan 

Dusadli v. Domoo Sahoo.] 

Note 7 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 357 (359) : 1940 Nng L J 399, Emperor v. Laxmi Prasad. 
(’03) 2 Low Bur Rul 165 (165), King-Emperor v. Eg a Aung Nyan. 

•(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 139 (140) : 10 Bom L B 628, In rc S. E. Dubash. 

In. (’40) AIR 1940 Nng 357 (359) : 1940 Nag L J 399 (401), Emperor v. Laxmi 
Prasad. 

•(’36) AIR 1936 All 658 (659) : 37 Cri L Jour 1028, Pirag Lai v. Rustam Singh. 
(Ordinary course is to acquit the accused.) 

2. (’26) AER 1926 Lab 628 (628) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1022, Maula Bahsh v. Marshall . 

3. (’75) 24 Sutb W R Cr 32 (33), In re Duhhun Pahan. 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 725 (727) : 25 Cr. L. J. 492, Shcrmull v. Corporation of 
Calcutta. 

■5. (’90) 2 Weir 308 (308), In rc Latclimana Patraiho. 

6. ' (’82) 1882 All W N 229 (229), In the petition of Bansidhar. 

7. (’75) 24 Sutb W R Cr 64 (65), Tazoonnissa v. Wassil. 

8. (.’19) AIR 1919' Cal 1 (2) : 47 Cal 147 : 20 Cr. L. J. 782, Ganpat Bai v. W. G. 
Good. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 314 (315) : 18 Cri L Jour 104 (105), Etivi Haji v. Hamid. 
•(’83) 13 Cal L R 303 (305), Romanath Bal v. Behari Bag. (Complainant and bis 
witnesses though not in attendance in tbe Court to which the case was trans- 
ferred were present in another Court in tbe same Court bouse, being under' tbe 
impression that their case bad been transferred to such other Court.) 


Section 247 
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Notes 7-8 


(4) after repeated unnecessary adjournments and after the accused 
is put on his defence on a day to which no legal adjournment 
is made 

( 5 ) when the adjournment is not made in the presence and hearing 
of the parties ; 10 

(6) when all the evidence for the complainant is taken and he is not 
specially directed to appear ; n 

(7) when the case is adjourned several times to suit the convenience 
of the Court and the complainant is only temporarily absent for 
a short time on the day the accused is acquitted; 12 

(s) when the complainant is prevented by illness from appearing. 13 

See also the undermentioned ease. 13a 

The following cases show under what circumstances the Magistrate 
would be exercising his discretion under the section properly if he 
acquits the accused instead of adjourning the case — 

( 1 ) where the complainant has gone abroad and will not be available 
for some considerable time ; 14 

(2) where the accused is charged for repairing a public road without 
permission when the repair is admittedly for the public good. 15 

The section only contemplates an order of acquittal or of 
adjournment. An order striking off a case or dismissing a complaint 
is not within the terms of the section. But such an order if passed in 
the circumstances mentioned in the section will amount to an order 
of acquittal . 10 

Where a case is adjourned the fact that the Magistrate examined 
some witnesses on that day does not vitiate the proceedings. 17 

8. Whether acquittal under this, section bars fresh trial under 
section 403. — See Notes to Section 403. 


9. (’71) 1G Suth W R Cr 58 (58), Mahomed Alum v. Sheikh Alcil. 

10. (’75) 8 Mad HOB App v (vi). 

11. (’74) 2 Weir 306 (306), E. G. Proceedings No. 1706 dated 5th Nov. 1874. 

(’88) 2 Weir 30G (306), In re Nagayya. 

[See also (’69) 12 Suth W E Cr 27 (27), Queen v.BirdurGhose. (Where evidence 
for the prosecution is taken in the presence of the accused and the case is 
postponed for evidence of defence witnesses, the case ought not to be dismissed 
if on the day to which case is postponed the prosecutor is absent, but should 
be decided on merits.)] 

12. (’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 59 (GO), Guruchurn v. iLfccr Saman AH. 

13. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 5 (G), Queen v. Bam Narain Ghosc. 

(’91) 1891 All W N 120 (121), Empress v, Hardeo Singh. 

13a. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 139 (140) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1391, Subbiah v. Obiah. (Case 
posted at 7 A. M., and taken up at 8 A. M., complainant being absent, case dis- 
missed — Shortly after complainant appearing — Held Magistrate would have 
exercised better discretion if he had given short adjournment.) 

14. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah G28 (628) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1022, Maula Baksh v. Marshall. 

15. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 31 (32), Queen v. Bholanath Bauer jcc. 

16. (’84) 1884 All W N 115 (115), In the matter of Musaliib Khan. 

(’85) 1885 All W N 43 (43), Empress v. Bhawani Prasad. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 143 (143) : 18 Cr. L. J. 324 (325), Saifuddin v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR. 1925 Oudh 44 (45) : 25 Cr. L. J. 359, Bindra v. ML Bhagaivanta. 

[But sec (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 139 (140) : 10 Bom L R 628, In re S. E. Dubash . 
(Upon failure of complainant to appear Magistrate recording order, “Struck ofi r 
S. 247” — Held that words “struck off” were not same as “acquitted” — Hence 
there was no order of acquittal.)] 

17. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 68 (69) : 21 Cr. L. J. 252, Amir Mia v. Sarafdi Easi, . 
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9. Complaints by public servants — Proviso. — The section 
does not, by virtue of the proviso, apply to cases where the complainant 
is a public servant and the Court deems it fit to dispense with his 
personal attendance . 1 

10. Review. — See S. 3G9 and Notes thereunder. 

11. Power to restore a case in which accused has been acquitted 
•under this section. — See Notes under S. 369. 

' 12. Revision. — The High Court can interfere in revision with 
•an order of acquittal under this section . 1 But it cannot convert the 
order of acquittal into ono of conviction ; it can only direct the case to 
proceed according to law . 2 It will, however, very rarely interfere and 
set aside an acquittal especially when there is no error of law on the 
face of the record . 3 See also Note 12 to S. 439. 

As to the power to order further enquiry into a case, disposed of 
under this section, see Notes under s. 436. 


248 .* If a complainant, at any time before a 
Withdrawal of final order is passed in any case under 
•complaint. this Chapter, satisfies the Magistrate 
that there are sufficient grounds for permitting him 
to | withdraw his complaint the Magistrate may 
permit him to withdraw the same, and shall there- 
upon acquit the accused. 

* 1882 : S. 248 ; 1872 : S. 210 ; 1861 : S. 271. 


Note 9 

1. (’3G) AIR 1936 A11 65S (G59) : 37 Cr.L.J. 1028, Pirag Lai v. Rustam Singh. 
-(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 33 (34) : 25 Nag L R 194 : 31 Cri L Jour 382, Nanhc v. 
Municipal Committee, Jubbulporc. 

[See also (’78) 1878 Rat 137 (13S), Queen-Empress v. Ramchandra. (Provisions 
of S.247 are not applicable to cases under Chapter XXXV of the Code — Sanction 
given by Court to prosecute person for resisting authority of bailiff — Non- 
appearance of bailiff does not justify Magistrate in dismissing complaint.)] 

Note 12 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 75 (75, 7G) :ILR (1939) Ear 385:40 Cr.L.J.524, Mt.Soni 
v. Eishnomal. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lab 121 (122) : 39 Cri L Jour 293, Md. Hayat v. Daulat Elian. 
(’36) AIR 193G All G58 (659) : 37 Cr.L.J. 102S, Pirag Lai v. Rustam Singh. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 229 (229), In the petition of Bansidliar. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 64 (64) : 26 Oudh Cas 282 : 25 Cri L Jour 794, Ram Nidh 
v. Ram Saran. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 172 (173) : 28 Cri L Jour 118, Pullamma v. Sanjivi Rcddi. 
(’30) 1930 Mad W N 190 (190), Anjayya v. Subbamma. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 76 (75, 76);ILR (1939) Ear 385 : 40 Cr.L.J.524, Mt.Soni 
v. Eishnomal. 

(’36) AIR 1936 All 658 (658, 659): 37 Cr.L.J. 1028, Pirag Lai v. Rustam Singh. 

3. (40) AIR 1940 Nag 357 (360) : 1940 Nag L Jour 399 (403), Emperor v. Laxmi 
Prasad. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Pat 186 (186) : 40 Cr. L. J. 514, Banlcim Bchari v. Yusuf Mian. 
(Original charge under S. 427, Penal Code — Local inquiry by Magistrate without 
notice to parties — Magistrate concluding that offence was under S. 426 and 
acquitting accused under this section — Acquittal set aside.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 473 (474): 28 Cr. L. J. 270, Lahshminarasimham v. Bapanna. 


Section 237 
Notes 9-12 


Section 238 



1454 


WITHDRAWAL OP COMPLAINT 


Section' 258 
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Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Withdrawal of complaint and 

compounding of offences — 
Difference between. 

4. “Complaint." 

5. “At any time before a final order 

is passed." 

6. “ In any case under this chapter.” 


7. “Satisfies the Magistrate that 

there are sufficient grounds 
for permitting him to withdraw 
his complaint." 

8. “ Shall thereupon acquit the 

accused." 

9. Withdrawal of complaint against 

one of several accused — Effect. 

10. Power to order further 

inquiry. 

11. Re-trial of accused, whether 

barred. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Applicability only to summons cases. 
See Note 6. 

Cases on complaint by Courts. See Note 7. 
Consent of accused. See Note 3. 

Consent of public servants. See Note 4. 
Inapplicability before issue of process 
against accused. See Note 5. 


Magistrate and police. See Notes 4 and 7. 

Withdrawal operates as acquittal. See 
Notes 3 and 8. 

Withdrawal of warrant-cases. See Note 6. 

"Withdrawal with Magistrate’s permis- 
sion. See Notes 3 and 7. 


1. Legislative changes. — The clause at the end of the section 
“and shall thereupon acquit the accused” was substituted in the Code 
of 1882 for the words “a complaint withdrawn under this section shall 
not again he entertained” which occurred in the corresponding sections 
of the Codes of 1861 and 1872. 


2. Scope of the section. — This section provides that under the 
circumstances specified therein a complaint may be withdrawn with 
the permission of the Court and that upon such withdrawal the accused 
must be acquitted. The section, however, applies only to summons- 
cases. (See Note 6.) An analogous provision is made in s. 494 for the 
withdrawal of prosecution by the Public Prosecutor with the permis- 
sion of the Court. That section applies to all offences and is not 
confined like the present one to summons-cases. Section 345 provides- 
for the compounding of offences. As to differences between withdrawal 
of complaint under this’ section and compounding of an offence under 
s. 345, see Note 3. • 

Section 537 of the Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, which authorises 
the Corporation of Calcutta to withdraw legal proceedings, must be read 
subject to the provisions of this section and unless the Magistrate is- 
satisfied that there are sufficient grounds for permitting a complaint to 
be withdrawn, the Corporation cannot withdraw a criminal .complaint . 1 

As to abandonment of criminal proceedings, see the undermen- 
tioned cases . 2 

See also Notes to Ss. 494 and 833. 


Section 248 — Note 2 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 786 (788) : 53 Cal 631 : 27 Cri L Jour 984, Sishir Kumar 
Mitter v. Corporation of Calcutta. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 345 (346) : 21 Cri L Jour 558, Nando Lai Guha v. Corpo- 
ration of Calcutta. (Calcutta Municipal Act, 1899, Ss. 299 and 575 — Prosecution 
under S. 575 kept pending for nearly three years for negotiation with Corporation 
— Proscution revived and daily fine for some period during pendency imposed — 
Fine held invalid.) 
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3. Withdrawal of complaint and compounding of offences 
— Difference between. 

1. “Compounding” implies the consent of the accused , whereas 
such consent is not necessary for the withdrawal of a complaint under 
this section. 1 

2 . The right to withdraw a complaint under this section applies 
only to offences triable as summons-cases (see Note C). But the right 
to compound an offence under S. 345 applies both to summons as well 
as to warrant-cases provided they relate to the offence specified in 
that section. 

3. Under this section a complaint can be withdrawn in respect of 
all offences which are triable as summons-cases. But under s. 345 the 
right to compound applies only to certain offences specified in that 
section. 

4. In the case of withdrawal of complaint under the section, the 
permission of the Court is necessary in all cases. But under s. 345 there 
.are several offences which are compoundable without the permission of 
the Court and such permission is necessary only with reference to- 
certain offences. 

5. The withdrawal of a complaint under this section does not 
by itself result in the acquittal of the accused, unless the Court passes 
an order acquitting the accused. But the compounding of an offence 
under s. 345 by itself results in the acquittal of the accused. 

See also S. 345 Note 3. 

“Complaint.” — Under this section, a complaint can be 
withdrawn with the permission of the Court, by a complainant. Thus, 
where the sanction of a certain public servant is necessary for the 
criminal proceedings in question and a complaint is filed with the 
sanction of such public servant, the complaint can be withdrawn by 
the person filing it and the sanction of the public servant is not 
necessary for such withdrawal. 1 

But, the power to withdraw is confined to the complainant. Thus, 
where a complaint with reference to an offenco under the Municipal 
law is filed by the Municipal Secretary, the complaint cannot be 
withdrawn by the Municipal Council. 2 Moreover, the term “ complain- 
ant” is used in the restricted sense of a person who files a “complaint” 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 725 (727) : 25 Gri L Jour 492, Shcrmull v. Corporation of 
Calcutta. (Interval of three years between filing of complaint and trial — Procedure 
held defective, though not illegal — AIR 1920 Cal 345, distinguished.) 

Note 3 

1. (’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 35 (36 to 38), Empress v. Khushali Bain. 
(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 219 (220), Queen-Empress v. Nga Pa Gating. 

(’94) 21 Cal 103 (112, 113), Murray v. Queen-Empress. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 200 (201) : 18 Cri L Jour 107, Bayan Ali v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 595 (598):5 Lali 239:25 Cri L Jour 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’71) 1871 Rat 45 (45), Beg. v. Jeejibhai Nalhu. (Ofience under S. 188,I.P.C.) 
[But see (1878) 2 Bom 653 (653, 654), In re Muse Ali Adam. (Complaint can be- 

-withdrawn only by the public servant.)] 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 387 (387) : 15 Cri L Jour 299, Paramananda Nadar v. 
Karundkara Das s. 


Section 238 
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as defined by S. 4 (l) (h). Hence, the term does not apply to a person 
who sets the police in motion by making a complaint to them. 
Therefore, where a person makes a complaint to the police and the 
police make a report to the Magistrate who takes cognizance of the 
offence on such report, he cannot act under this section and acquit the 
accused on the application for 1 withdrawal ’ by the person who made 
the complaint to the police. 3 

5. “At any time before a final order is passed.” — A 

complaint can be withdrawn under this section at any time 1 before a 
final order is passed in the case. But this does not mean that a 
complaint can be withdrawn and the accused can be acquitted, so as 
to bar a re-trial of the accused under S. 403, even before any process is 
issued against the accused. 2 

6. “In any case under this chapter.” — This section applies 
only to offences triable as summons-cases and does not apply to offences 
•triable as warrant-cases. In warrant-cases there is no provision in the 
Code which provides for the termination of the proceedings on the 
complainant offering to withdraw his complaint. 1 An offence under 


3. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 112 (112) : I L R (1940) Ear 429 : 41 Cr L J G94, Emperor 
v. Elias Are Muhammad. (Section applies only when Magistrate has taken 
cognizance of case upon complaint preferred by person seeking to withdraw 
complaint.) 

(1900) 23 Mad G2G (G27, G28) : 2 Weir 310, Queen-Empress v. Ghcnchayya. 
(Ss. 143, 504, Penal Code.) 

Note 5 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah S84 (S85) : 35 Cri L Jour 80, Mchr Singh y. Emperor. 

2. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 559 (561, 5G2) : 3G Mad 315 : 21 I C 159, In re Muthia 
Moopan. 

Note 6 

1. (’69) 1SG9 Rat 23 (24), Beg. v. Jagjivan. (S. 325, Penal Code.) 

{’27) AIR 1927 Rang 174 (174, 175) : 5 Rang 13G : 28 Cr. L. J. 649, Maung Thu 
Daw v. U Po Nyun. 

•(’94) 21 Cal 103 (113), Murray v. Quccn-Emprcss. 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 77 (77, 78) : 37 Bom 3G9 : IS IC 413, Emperor v. Ranchod Baivla. 
•(’70) 2 N W P H C R 234 (235), Queen v. Gambhur. 

■(’71) 3 N W P H C R 341 (341), Queen v. Jugroop Ugrabce. 

(’89) 13 Bom GOO (G05), In re Gancsh Narayan. 

(’82) 5 Mad 378 (378), Sambasivanna v. Bhogappa. 

(’98) 22 Bom 711 (713), In re Samsudin. 

{’89) 1889 Rat 4G1 (461), Queen-Empress v. Lilladliar. 

(’69) 1869 Rat 17 (17), Beg. v. Jccnlca. 

•(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 59 (59, GO). 

(’71) 1871 Pun Ro No. 8 Cr p. 9 (10), Mohun v. Gunsham. (S. 49S, Penal Code.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 323 (324) : 34 Cri L Jour 718, Dogar Singh v. Budli Singh. 
(Order allowing proceedings to be dropped though technically incorrect was not 
interfered with in revision in the particular circumstances of the case.) 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 14 (15) : 1908 Upp Bur Rul Cr 15, Nga Maung Gyi v. Nga Lu 
Gale. 

{’29) AIR 1929 Mad 7 (8), Narasimhalu Naidu v. Naina Pillai. (Withdrawal 
cannot by itself end the case — The accused can only be discharged by the Magis- 
trate for want of sufficient evidence.) 

•(’88) 1888 Rat 391 (392), Queen-Empress v. Moti Das. (The order of a Magistrate 
in a warrant-case, permitting the withdrawal of a complaint of a non-compound- 
able offence is equivalent to an order of discharge under S. 253.) 

.[But sec (’87) 1887 Rat 330 (330), Queen-Empress v. Vithoba. (Withdrawal from 
the prosecution may be allowed in a proper case.) 
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S. 24 of the Cattle Trespass Act being triable as a summons-case, a 
complaint of such an offence can be withdrawn under this section. 2 

7. “ Satisfies the Magistrate that there are sufficient 
grounds for permitting him to withdraw his complaint.” — The 
withdrawal of a complaint under this section is permissible only if the 
Magistrate is satisfied that there are “sufficient grounds” for permitting 
such withdrawal. 1 But where a complaint of offences under ss. lS3and 
1S5 of the Penal Code is made by a Court and such Court subsequently 
finds that it made a mistake in filing the complaint and wishes to 
withdraw it, the Magistrate will scarcely be justified in refusing to 
allow a withdrawal. 2 

The power to allow a complaint to be withdrawn under this 
section rests entirely with the Magistrate. The police have no power 
to entertain an application for withdrawal of a complaint. 3 

Under this section it is competent to a Magistrate in a proper 
•case to treat an application to the effect that the offence has been 
compounded as an application for withdrawal of complaint.' 1 

8. “ Shall thereupon acquit the accused.” — Upon the 
withdrawal of a complaint, the Magistrate has no power to dismiss the 
case or discharge the accused but must acquit the accused. 1 

9. Withdrawal of complaint against one of several accused 
— Effect. — Where there are several accused persons in a case and 
the complaint is allowed to be withdrawn as against one of the accused, 
the withdrawal does not enure to the benefit of the other accused and 
they are not entitled to acquittal under this section. 1 


(’08) 5 Bom H C R Gr 27 (2S), Reg. v. Ramlo Jcrio. (Trial before Sessions Court 
for adultery — Sessions Judge discharging accused on husband of woman intimat- 
ing that he was not willing to proceed further — High Court refused to interfere.] 
See also S. 258 Note 3. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 All 31 (31) : 42 All 202 : 21 Cr. L. J. 305, Emperor v. Julua. 

Note 7 

1. (-26) AIR 1920 Cal 786 (788) : 53 Cal 031 : 27 Cri L Jour 984, Sishir Kumar v. 
Corporation of Calcutta. (Section 537, Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923, is subject 
to the provisions of S. 248, Cr. P. C.) 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 51 (51) : 2 Luck 395 : 27 Cri L Jour 1247, King-Emperor 
v. Ram Natli Bux Singh. 

3. (’75) 1875 Rat 91 (91), Surat District Magistrate's Letter No. 306. 

See also S. 169 Note 6 and S. 170 Note 4. 

•4. (’19) AIR 1919 All 31 (31) : 42 All 202 : 21 Cr. L. J. 305, Emperor v. Julua. 

Note 8 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 595 (596) : 5 Lah 239 : 25 Cri L Jour 629, Anantia v. 
Emperor. (Per Harrison, J.) 

•(’01) 25 Bom 422 (428) : 2 Bom L R 1095, Queen-Empress v. Hussein Haji. 
(Offence under S. 4, Bombay Gambling Act, 1887 — Prosecution against two 
accused withdrawn under S. 494, Cr. P. C. — Mistaken order of discharge held 
to be one of acquittal and mistake held covered by S. 537, Cr. P. C.) 

Note 9 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 623 (624) : 41 Cr.L.J. 454, South Indian General Assurance 
Co., Ltd. v. Registrar of Life Insurance Companies, Madras. 

•(’22) AIR 1922 Oudh 145 (146): 23Cr.L.J.27i;RoWi Singh v.Mahhdum Kahear. 

(AIR 1921 All 35, followed ;.7 OWN 176, distinguished.) 

<(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 595 (599) : 5 Lah 239 : 25 Cr.L.J. 629, Anantia v.- Emperor. 
(Per Le Rossignol, J. ; Harrison, J., contra.) 
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2Cr.92. 
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Section 259 


40. Power to order further inquiry. — As to the power to 
order further inquiry into the case of an accused person acquitted 
under this section, see s. 436 and Notes thereunder. 

41. Re-trial of accused, whether barred. — As to whether a 
fresh trial of an accused acquitted under this section is barred under 
S. 403, see Notes to that section. 


249 .* In any case instituted otherwise than 
Power to stop upon complaint, a Presidency Magis- 
no complainant. trate, a Magistrate of the first class, or 
with the previous sanction of the District Magistrate,, 
any other Magistrate, may for reasons to he recorded 
by him, stop the proceedings at any stage without 
pronouncing any judgment either of acquittal or con- 
viction, and may thereupon release the accused. 

4. “In any case instituted otherwise than upon a 
complaint.” — This section applies only to cases instituted otherwise 
than upon a complaint . 1 Further, a Magistrate can proceed under this 
section only in summons-cases . 2 If he proceeds under this section in 
a warrant-case his order will he void and the case will be deemed to 
continue on the file of the Court . 3 

2. Revival. — On general principles, the Magistrate who passed 
an order of stay under this section may, for sufficient reasons, remove 
the stay and proceed further . 1 But an order stopping further proceedings- 
under this section does not operate as an order of discharge and there 
is no power under S. 43G to order further inquiry into a case in which 
such an order has been passed . 2 At the same time, the order is expressly 
excluded by the explanation to S. 403 from being an acquittal and- 
hence it does not act as a bar to fresh proceedings against the accused 
with reference to the same matter . 3 


* Code of 1882. 

S. 249 was newly added in 1882 and was same as that of 1898 Code. 


Section 249 — Note 1 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 409 (469, 470): 21 Cr.L.<T.184, NaihuThakurv. Emperor _ 
(Case started on police-report — Section applies.) 

(’12 ) 13 Cri L Jour 860 (861) : 1913 Pun Re No. 9 Cr : 17 1 C 796, Achhru v. Emperor.. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 292 (293) : 5 Pat 243 : 27 Cr. L. .1. 698, Firangi v. Durga. 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 292 (294, 295) : 5 Pat 243 : 27 Cri L Jour 698, Firangi 
Singh v. Durga Singh. 

Note 2 

1. (’06) 29 Mad 126 (142, 146) : 3 Cr.L. J. 274 : 16 M L J 79 (FB), In re Chinna- 
Ealiappa Goundan. 

2. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 860(861) : 171. C. 796 : 1913 Pun ReNo. 9 Cr,Achhruv. Emperor,. 
(’34) AIR 1934 All 17 (19) : 35 Cr. L. Jour 564, Emperor v. Sripal. 

See also S. 436 Note 10. 

3. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 860(861) : 17 I C796 : 1913 Pun Re No. 9 Cr, Achhruv. Emperor ■. 
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250.* (1) If in any case instituted npon com- 

Faisc, frivolous or P 1 ^ or upon information given to 
vejiatious accusations, a police-officer or to a Magistrate, 

* Code of 1898, original S. 250. 

250. (1) If, in any case instituted by complaint as defined in this Code, 

Frivolous or vexatious " Up ° n , infol ' mntion ? ivon to ^ Police-officer or to a 
Magistrate, a person is accused before a Magistrate of 
1 l ' b - any offence triable by a Magistrate, and the Magistrate 

by whom the case is heard discharges or acquits the accused and is satisfied that 
the accusation against him was frivolous or vexatious, the Magistrate may, in his 
discretion, by his order of dischagc or acquittal, direct the person upon whose 
complaint or information the accusation was made to pay to the accused, or to 
each of the accused where there are more than one, such compensation, not 
exceeding fifty rupees, as the Magistrate thinks fit : 

Provided that, before making any such direction, the Magistrate shall — 

(a) record and consider any objection which the complainant or informant 
may urge against the making of the direction, and 

(b) if the Magistrate directs any compensation to be paid, state in writing, 
in his order of discharge or acquittal, his reasons for awarding the compensation. 

(2) Compensation of which a Magistrate has ordered payment under snb-s.(l) 
shall be recoverable as if it were a fine : 

Provided that, if it cannot be recovered, the imprisonment to be awarded 
shall be simple, and for such term, not exceeding thirty days, as the Magistrate 
directs. 

(3) A eomplaiuntit or informant who has been ordered under sub-s. (1) by a 
Magistrate of the second or third class to pay compensation to an accused person 
may appeal from the order, in so far ns the order relates to the payment of the 
compensation, as if such complainant or informant had been convicted on a trial 
held by such Magistrate. 

(4) "Where an order for payment of compensation to an accused person is 
made in a case which is a subject to appeal under sub-s. (3) the compensation shall 
not be paid to him before the period allowed for the presentation of the appeal has 
elapsed, or, if an appeal is presented, before the appeal has been decided. 

(5) At the time of awarding compensation in any subsequent civil suit, 
relating to the same matter, the Court shall fake -into account any compensation 
paid or recovered under this section. 

Code of 1882 : S. 250. 

250. If, in any case instituted upon complaint, a Magistrate acquits the 
m accused under S. 245 or S. 247, and is of opinion that 

i ivolous r vexa ious tlm complaint was frivolous or vexatious, he may, in 
comp amis. p; s discretion, by his order of acquittal, direct the 

complainant to pay to the accused, or to each of the accused where there are 
more than one, such compensation, not exceeding fifty rupees, as the Magistrate 
thinks fit. 

The sum so awarded shall be recoverable as if it were a fine : provided 
„ , that, if it cannot be realized, the imprisonment to be 

Recovery of compen - awarded shall bs simple> and {or such term, not 

sation. ■ exceeding thirty days, as the Magistrate directs. At 

the time of awarding compensation in any subsequent civil suit relating to the 
same matter the Court shall take into account any sum paid or recovered as 
compensation under this section. 

Code of 1872 : S. 209. 

209. A Magistrate may dismiss the complaint as frivolous or vexatious, and 
n .. may, in his discretion, by his order of dismissal, 

Compensation m cases av .^ rd t]iat tlle comp i a j nan t shall pay to the accused 
of frivolous or vexati- n suoh com enEation not exceeding fifty rupees, 

oits complaints. £ a to sucll Magistrate seems just and reasonable. 

In such cases, if more persons than one are accused in the complaint, the 
Magistrate may, in like manner, award compensation not exceeding fifty rupees to 
each of them. 


c 
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one or more persons is or are accused before a Magis- 
trate of any offence triable by a Magistrate, and the 
Magistrate by whom the case is heard discharges or 
acquits all or any of the accused, and is of opinion 
that the accusation against them or any of them was 
false and either frivolous or vexatious, the Magistrate 
may, by his order of discharge or acquittal, if the 
person upon whose complaint or information the 
accusation was made is present, call upon him forth- 
with to show cause why he should not pay compensa- 
tion to such accused or to each or any of such accused 
when there are more than one, or, if such person is 
not present direct the issue of a summons to him to 
appear and show cause as aforesaid. 

(2) The Magistrate shall record and consider any 
cause which such complainant or information may 
show and if he is satisfied that the accusation was 
false and either frivolous or vexatious may, for 
reasons to be recorded, direct that compensation to 
such amount not exceeding one hundred rupees or, if 
the Magistrate is a Magistrate of the third class, not 
exceeding fifty rupees, as he may determine, be paid 
by such complainant or informant to the accused or 
to each or any of them. 

(2 A) The Magistrate may, by the order directing 
payment of the compensation under sub-section (2), 
further order that, in default of payment, the person 
ordered to pay such compensation shall suffer simple 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding thirty days. 


The sum so awarded shall be recoverable by distress and sale of the moveable 

Becoverii of such com. P r0 P ert y belonging to the complainant which may be 
, ■ ^ ? found within the jurisdiction of the Magistrate of the 

* ' ' District ; and such order shall authorize the distress 

and sale of any moveable property belonging to the complainant without the 
jurisdiction of the Magistrate of the District, when the order has been endorsed 
by the Magistrate of the District in which such property is situated, and, if the 
sum awarded cannot be realized by means of such distress, by imprisonment of 
the complainant in the civil jail, for any time not exceeding thirty days, unless 
such sum is sooner paid. 

Code of 1861 : S. 270. 

270. In any case where the Magistrate shall dismiss the complaint as 

„ . frivolous and vexatious, it shall be lawful for him 

nZudl in his discretion, by his order of dismissal, to 

amends m cases of frivolous J . , , ,, , ’ . 

and vexatious complaints. ^ard that the complainant shall pay to the 
L accused person such amends, not exceeding fifty 

rupees, as to such Magistrate shall seem just and reasonable. The sum so 
awarded shall be recoverable by distress and sale of the moveable property 
belonging to the complainant, which may be found within the jurisdiction of the 
Magistrate of the District and in default of such distress by imprisonment in the 
civil jail, for any time not exceeding thirty days unless such amends shall be 
sooner paid. 


Q 
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(SB) When any person is imprisoned under sub- 
section ( 2 A ), the provisions of sections 68 and 69 of the 
Indian Penal Code shall, so far as may be, apply. 

(SC) No person who has been directed to pay 
compensation under this section shall, by reason of 
such order, be exempted from any civil or criminal 
liability in respect of the complaint made or informa- 
tion given by him : 

Provided that any amount paid to an accused 
person under this section shall be taken into account 
in awarding compensation to such person in any sub- 
sequent civil suit relating to the same matter. 

(3) A complainant or informant who has been 
ordered under sub-section (S) by a Magistrate of the 
second or third class to pay compensation or has been 
so ordered by any other Magistrate to pay compensa- 
tion exceeding fifty rupees may appeal from the order, 
in so far as the order relates to the payment of the 
compensation, as if such complainant or informant 
had been convicted on a trial held by such Magistrate. 

(4) When an order for payment of compensation 
to an accused person is made in a case which is subject 
to appeal under sub-section (3), the compensation 
shall not be paid to him before the period allowed for 
the presentation of the appeal has elapsed, or, if an 
appeal is presented, before the appeal has been decided 
and, where such order is made in a case which is not 
so subject to appeal, the compensation shall not be 
paid before the expiration of one month from the date 
of the order. 

Sub-sections (1) to (2C) were substituted for the origins] sub-sections (1) nnd 
(2) by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Object and applicability of the 

section. 

3. “Upon complaint or upon infor- 

mation given to a police-officer 
or to a Magistrate.” 

4. “Accused of an offence.” 

5. “Triable by a Magistrate.” 

6. Magistrate by whom the case is 

heard. 

7. “Discharges or acquits.” 

8. False and either frivolous or 

vexatious. 

9. “By his order.” 

10. “Call upon him to show cause.” 


11. “Shall record and consider any 

cause” — Sub-section (2). 

12. “For reasons to be recorded.” 

13. Amount and nnture of compen- 

sation. 

14. Who can be ordered to pay 

compensation. 

15. To whom compensation can be 

awarded. 

16. Imprisonment in default of com- 

pensation — Sub-sections (2A) 
and (2B). 

17. No exemption from civil or crimi- 

nal liability — Sub-section (2C). 

18. Abatement. 

19. Appeal — Sub-section (3). 

20. Revision. 


Section 250 
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Section 250 
Notel 


Ollier Topics (miscellaneous) 


Absence of complainant — Procedure. 
See Note 10. 

Acquittal owing to absence of com- 
plainant. See Note 7. 

Appellate Court has no power to award 
compensation. See Note G. 

Case heard by two Magistrates — Magis- 
trate deciding is to act. See Note 6. 

Cases on police-report — Section inapplic- 
able. See Note 3. 

Cattle Trespass Act — Complaint under. 
See Note 4. 

Charge framed — No bar. See Note S. 

Compensation not fine, but recoverable 
as fine. See Note 13. 

Complainant — Servant or master. See 
Note 14. 

Composition. See Note 7. 

Co-accused convicted — Still compensa- 
tion awarded. See Note 15. 

Death of party pending revision. See 
Note 18. 


Dismissal of complaint — Section inappli- 
cable. See Note 7. 

General, special or local Acts. See 
Note 4. 

Guardian of a minor complainant. See 
Note 14. 

Informant when liable and when not. 
See Notes 3 and 14. 

Magistrate without jurisdiction. See 
Note 5. 

Notice to accused — In appeal. See 
Note 19. 

Notice to accused — In revision. See 
Note 20. 

Petition under S. 488— Section inappli- 
cable. See Note 4. 

Security proceedings. See Note 4. 

Several offences — Conviction only for 
some — Section inapplicable. See Note 7. 

Summary cases. See Notes 2 and 12. 

Summons and wnr rant cases. SeeNote2. 

Village Magistrate. See Note 3. 

Withdrawal. See Note 7. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes made in 1869 — 

(1) Under S. 270 of the Code of 1861, the compensation awarded could 

not exceed rupees fifty, whether there were one accused person or 
more. 1 Act vm of 1869 amended the section and made rupees fifty 
awardahle as compensation for each of the accused where there 
were more than one. 2 

(2) The words “false and frivolous” were changed into “false or 
frivolous.” 3 

Changes made in 1872 — 

The second part of S. 270 of the 1S61 Code relating to the mode of 

recovery of compensation was omitted in S. 209 of the Code of 1S72, 

provision having been made therefor in S. 307 of the latter Code. 

Changes made in 1882 — 

(1) For the words “dismiss the complaint as frivolous or vexatious” and 
“by his order of dismissal,” the words “acquits the accused under 
S. 245 or S. 247” and “is of opinion that the complaint was frivolous 
or vexatious” and “by his order of acquittal” were substituted. 

(2) The provisions as to recovery of the sum awarded, as if it were a fine 
and imprisonment if the same is not realised were re-introduced 
as paragraph 2. 

(3) Paragraph 3 was added. 

Changes made in 1S91 — 

Act IV of 1S91 repealed S. 250 of the Code of 1SS2 and in its place 


Section 250 — Note 1 

1. (’67) 8 Sutli W R Or 54 (55), Queen v. Lalloo Singh. 

(’70) 2 N W P H C R 430 (431), Queen v. Oopal. 

2. (’70) 14 Sutli WR Or 75 (75), In re Bhyroo Loll. 

3. (’03) 30 Cal 123 (132) : 6 C W N 799 (FB), Beni Madlnib v. Kumud Kumar. 
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substituted S. 5G0 at tbe end of that Code. The chief changes made 
were in sub-section (i) — 

(l) After the word ‘complaint’ the words “or upon information given 
to, a police-officer or to a Magistrate, a person is accused before a 
Magistrate of any offence triable by a Magistrate” were added. 

•<2) After the word “Magistrate” the words “by whom the case is heard” 
were added. 

•(3) Tor the words “acquits, etc.,” the words “discharges or acquits” 
were substituted. 

•{ 4 ) The provisos as to the recording and considering the objections of 
the complainant and the recording of reasons for the orders were 
added. 

'(5) Paragraphs 3 and 4 regarding appeals were added. 

Changes made in 189S — 

There was no change in the Code of 1S9S. 

Changes made by Act XYIII of 1923 — • 

>(l) In sub-sections (l) and ( 2 ) : 

(a) For the words “frivolous or vexatious,” the words “false and 
either frivolous or vexatious” wore substituted. 

(b) The words beginning with “if the person upon whose com- 
plaint” to the end of sub-section (l) were new. 

(c) The words “fifty rupees” were replaced by the words “one 
hundred rupees or if the Magistrate is a Magistrate of the 
third class, not exceeding fifty rupees.” 

•(2) The proviso to old sub-s. (2) was incorporated in the newly added 
sub-section (2a) and the old sub-section (2) was omitted. 

•(3) Sub-section (2B) is new: 

(4) Sub-section (2C) is new. The proviso is the same as sub-s. (5) (now 
repealed) of the Code of 189S. 

'(5) In sub-s. ( 3 ) for the word and figure “sub-s. (l)” the word and figure 
“sub-s. (2)” were substituted and after the words “pay compensation” 
the words “or has been so ordered by any other Magistrate to pay 
compensation exceeding fifty rupees” were added. 

•(g) In sub-section (4) the last sentence is new. 

2. Object and applicability of the section. — The object of 
the section is twofold, firstly, to award by a summary order some 
•compensation to the person against whom a frivolous or vexatious 
•accusation is brought, leaving it to him to obtain further redress 
^against the complainant, if he seeks for it by a regular civil suit or 
criminal prosecution, 1 and secondly, to deter persons from making 
vexatious and frivolous complaints. 10 The powers, however, should 

Note 2 

1. (’03) 30 Cal 123 (129) : 6 C W N 799 (FB), Beni Madhub v. Kumud Kumar. 

0 Sec (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 134 (136) : 41 Cr. L. J. 789 : ILR (1940) Ear 470 (FB), 
Md. Eashin v. Emperor.] 

la. (’02) 15 C P L R 194 (196), Pannalal v. Amrit Bao. 

{’98) 21 Mad 237 (239) : 2 Weir 312, Adiklcan v. Alagan. 

{’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 433(434):26A11 512:1 AL J 234:1904 AWN 110 , Bindesri v. Emperor* 
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Section 250 
Notes 2-3 


never be used as a punitive measure. 115 

Under the Code as it stood before it was amended in 1891, it 
was held that this section applied only to summons-cases and not 
to warrant-cases. 2 For the changes introduced in 1891, see Note 1. The 
present section is applicable to any case. 3 It is applicable also to 
cases triable summarily whether tried summarily or not. 4 

3. “Upon complaint or upon information given to a 
police-officer or to a Magistrate.” — Before the year 1891 the 
corresponding section of the old Code applied only where a case was 
instituted upon a complaint and not to cases instituted on any 
information. 1 After the amendment of that section in 1891 and also 


lb. (’81) 1881 All W N 167 (1G8), In re Sarnam. 

2. (’81) 1881 All W N 154 (154), Empress v. Angu. 

(’81) 1881 All W N 161 (161), Empress v. Jokhan. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 116 (116), Jugmohan v. Shcobalak. 

(’83) 1883 All W N 130 (130), Niazullah v. Najju. 

(’85) 1885 All W N 45 (45), In the matter of Earbans. (The mere fact that Magis- 
trate chooses to treat a serious charge as a summons case does not bring it under- 
the provisions of S. 250 and compensation therefore cannot be legally awarded.) 
(’85) 1885 All W N 258 (258), Ilalka v. Babu. (Do.) 

(’68-69) 5 Bom H C R Cr 12 (12), Beg. v. Eamji. 

(’70) 7 Bom H C R Cr 58 (58, 59), Beg. v. Gurlingapa. 

(1864) 1 Sutli W R Cr 1 (1, 2), Ghidi Chowbcc v. Bliawany. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 6 (7), Assuruddec Khan v. Babu Khan. 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 57 (57, 58), Queen v. Gogul Sein. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 60 (60), Queen v. Nijanund. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 70 (70), Juhooran v. Girdliarec Bam. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 1 (1), Batccah v. Phokondee. 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 55 (55), Jalil Munshi v. Farnan Hossein. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 11 (12), Jharu v. Baliar Ali. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 12 (12), Dhurai Noshyo v. Hubce Nashyo. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 40 (40), Chootoo Dhoon Bharbhoma v. Abdul Mcali. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 54 (54), Queen v. Lalloo Singh. 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 1 (1, 2), Azgur Hoioladar v. Asaruddin. 

(’72) 18 Suth W B Cr 6 (7), Gunamanec v. Earce Dutta. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 59 (59, 60), Jitam Khan v. Durga Singh. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 12 (13, 14), Badhanath v. Woovia Churn. 

(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 14, Boota v. Buggoo. 

(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, p. 28, Kaloo v. Emam Bux. 

(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 102 Cr, p. 101 (101), Jumna Dass v. Bamla. 

(’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, p. 5, Ghulam Yasccn v. Khanan Khan. 

(’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 28 Cr, p. 45 (46), Ahmed v. Iihoda Bux. 

(’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 74 (75), Empress v. Samwan Singh. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 34 (35), Empress v. Ghulam Hossain. 

(’69-70) 5 Mad H C R App xl (xl). 

(’71) 6 Mad H C R App xlix (xlix). 

[See (’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 49 (49), Eothoor Laloog v. Eindoo Singh.') 

[See also (’83) 6 Mad 316 (318, 319), Somu v. Queen. (Complaint and proof in. 
support thereof showing accused to be guilty of offences under S. 323, Penal- 
Code — Magistrate issuing summons to answer charge under S. 352 — On 
examining witnesses discharging accused and awarding compensation — Eeld 
order awarding compensation was illegal.)] 

[But sec (’70) 13 Suth W B Cr 39 (40), Modhoosoodun v. Joyram. (Three distinct 
charges two of which being offences triable as summons-cases and one as 
warrant-case — Magistrate can award compensation to accused if he considers- 
the charges with reference to summons-cases to have been vexatious.) 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 17 (18), Kali Churn v. Shoshee Bhooshun.) 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 175 (175) : 28 Cri L Jour 450, Paigambar v. Emperor. 

4. (’81) 11 Mad 142 (143) : 2 Weir 314, Queen-Empress v. Basava. 

• Note 3 

1. (’84) 6 All 96 (97) : 1883 AWN 224, Ishri v. Bahhshi. 

(’84) 7 Mad 563 (563, 564), Queen-Empress v. Polavarapu, 
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under the present section a case instituted “upon information given 
to a police-officer or to a Magistrate” is within the section . 2 

As has been seen already in section 4 (l) (li), a police-report is not 
a complaint and compensation cannot be awarded in a case instituted 
on such report . 3 The words “information given to a police-officer” 
mean information given and entered in the register of cognizable cases 
under S. 154 of the Code , 4 and the words “information given to a 
Magistrate” refer to such information as falls within s. 190 (l), clause (c) 
of the Codo.' la A statement by a person to a police-officer in the course 
of a police enquiry is not an “information” given to him and a case 
instituted on the basis of such statement is not within the section . 5 
But where a person points out two persons to the police as those who 
assaulted him and the police treats this as first information, the case is 
one that falls under this section . 0 

The report of a Civil Court Amin to the Civil Court that he has 
been obstructed in the execution of the process entrusted to him is 
neither a complaint nor information to a police-officer or to a Magis- 
trate, and whore the Civil Court directs a prosecution on the basis of 
such report, the Amin cannot he ordered to pay compensation under 
this section . 7 Similarly, where A tells B and B tells c and c tells the 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudli 101 (102). Gajadhar v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1920 All 105 (10G) : 27 Cri L Jour 35, Jairaj Singh v. Bansi. (Making 
a report to the police-officer amounts to giving information to police-officer.) 

(’26) AIR 1920 All 295 (290) : 27 Cri L Jour 702, Faridudin v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 201 (201, 202) : oIndCasGO'ii(Cal),JogdamiPcrshad\-.Mahadco 
Kandoo. .(Case instituted ultimately upon police-report but originally upon infor- 
mation given to the police-officer falls within S. 250.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudli 558 (558) : 20 Cri L Jour 527, Hafiz Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’40) AIR 1910 Sind 134 (135) : 41 Cr L J 789 : I L R (1940) Kar 470 (FB), 
il Id. Hashin v. Emperor.. 

(’83) 1883 All W N 257 (257), Empress v. Durga. 

(’01) 1901 All W N 142 (142), King-Emperor v. Habib. 

(’98) 22 Bom 934 (935), Queen-Empress v. Salcar Jan Mahomed. (Case instituted 
upon information given by police-officer.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 979 (984), Bamjcevan Koormi v. Durga Charan. (Do.) 

(1900) 5 Cal W N 370 (371, 372), Shcobaran Ojha v. Nunmonia Doshad. (Do.) 
(’03) 7 Cal W N 200 (208), Sped Bahadur Ali v. Nur Mahomed. (A police-officer 
acting under the Calcutta Police Act does not come within S. 250.) 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 43 (44, 45), Karin Ilahi v. Morrison. 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul G8 (70), Queen-Empress v. Saliawath Ali Khan. (21 Cal 
979, followed — Police-officer making report of the commission of an offence does 
not become a complainant.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 150 (150) : 20 Sind L R 299 : 33 Cri L Jour 044, Saleh v. 
Emperor. (S. 250 does not apply to case instituted at the instance, of the police.) 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 Sind 73 (74) : 13 Sind L R 100 : 21 Cri L Jour 49, Wall 
Mahomed v. Emperor. 

4a. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 134 (135) : 41 Cr. L. J. 789 : I L R (1940) Kar 470 (FB), 
Md. Hashin v. Emperor. 

5. (’20) AIR 1920 Sind 73 (73,74): 13 S LR 106: 21 Cr.L.J. 49, Wall Md. v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 211 (212) : 1 Pat L J 106 : 17 Cri L Jour 336 (336), Sarjug 

Prasad Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 Sind 41 (42) : 14 Sind L R 108 :. 22 Cri L Jour 120, Faiz 
Muhammad v. Emperor. 

7. (’04) 26 All 183 (184) : 1903 A W N 216,. In the matter of Bain Padaralh. 
(’88) 1888 All W N 216 (216), In the matter of Main Suhh. 

(’75) 1 Bom 175 (176, 177), In re Keshan Lahshman. 

(’93) 20 Cal 481 (482, 4S3), Bharut Ghundcr Nath v. 3 abed Ali Biswas. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 034 (634) : 8 I. C. 382 : 1910 Pun Re No. 25 Cr, Emperor v, Abdul* 
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police, A cannot be said to give any information to the police and no 
order can be made against him under this section. 8 The High Court 
of Allahabad has, however, held in the undermentioned case 9 that 
where A tells B about C with a view to securing the punishment of C 
and B informs the Magistrate, A can be ordered to pay compensation. 
It is submitted that this view is not correct. Where, however, the 
information is given by A to a person whose duty it is to report the 
same to the police or the Magistrate (as in cases coming under s. 45, of 
the Code), the latter only acts as a channel for conveying the informa- 
tion given by A who can therefore be ordered to pay compensation. 10 

4. “Accused of an offence.” — The section by its terms applies 
only where in pursuance of a complaint or information a person is 
accused before a Magistrate of an offence. It does not, therefore, apply 
to the following cases where there is no accusation of any 1 offence ' as 
defined in s. 4 (l) (o) of the Code : — 

1. Security proceedings under S. 107 1 and S. HO. 2 


{’13) 14 Ori L Jour 1 (1, 2) : 18 Ind Cas 145 (Bom), In re Kisandas Tlirachand. 
(Deposition of decree-holders in the course of proceedings started on obstruction 
to attachment is not a complaint.) 

8. (’29) 1929 Mad W N 785 (785), Vclayuda Udayan v. Tliandan Talayari. 

[Sec also (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 134 (136) : 41 Cr.L.J. 789 : I L R (1940) Kar 470 

(FB), Md. Hashin v. Emperor. (This section provides a remedy which does not 
contemplate an inquiry into a chain of informants to ascertain who is real as 
against the formal complainant.)] 

9. (’18) AIR 1918 All 111 (111) : 40 All 79 : 19 Cr.L.J. 76, Emperor x.Bahaxoal. 

10. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 91 (92) : 24 Cr. L. J. 717, Ealiyaperumal Naidu v. 
Bavaji Shaib. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad G94 (G95) : 39 Mad 100G : 15 Ori L Jour 431, Nachiviulliu v. 
Mutliusami. 

{’17) AIR 1917 Mad GG0 (GG1) : 18 Gri L Jour 11 (12, 13), Margasahaya, Ghetly 
v. G. Nadicibba. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 9G7 (9GS) : 17 Cri L Jour 503 (503), Thonolcadavath Aivalla 
v. Ammian Mannil Euttiali. 

{’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1076 (1076) : 1G Cri L Jour 248 (24S), Marudai Vccran v. 
Bichan Ambalagaran. 

{'12) 13 Cr. L.J. 29 (29, 30) : 13 Ind Cas 221 (Mad), In re Arulananiham Pillai. 
(Information to village Magistrate cannot be regarded as information given to 
police within S. 250 though village Magistrate is bound to report offence to police.) 
[Hut see (’01) 25 Mad 6G7 (GGS, GG9) : 2 Weir 318, Eing-Empcror v. Thammana 
Bcddi . (A made complaint to village Magistrate who sent a report to police who 
submitted charge sheet — Accused discharged and A ordered to pay compensation 
— Held village Magistrate not being Magistrate within S. 250, A could not bo 
ordered to pay compensation.)] 

Note 4 

1. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 44G (44G) : 7 I. C. 290 (All), Bam Sulch Bai v. Maliadco Bai. 
(’14) AIR 1914 All 370 (370, 371) : 36 All 382 : 15 Cri L Jour 57S, Bindhaclial 

Prasad Bai v. Lai Behari Bai. 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 321 (321) : 23 Cr. L. J. 474, Mannu Elian v. Gliandi Prasad. 
(’23) AIR 1923 All 332 (332) : 45 All 3G3 : 24 Cr.L.J. 228, Bam Badan v. Janki. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 531 (532):49 AU750:2S Cr.L.J. 604, Bai j Nath v. EaliGharan, 
(’12) 9 All L J 10n- (10a), In re Gliattar Singh. 

(1900) 25 Bom 48 (49) : 2 Bom L R 339, In re Govind Hanmant. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 37 Cr, p, 72 (72), Jay Singh v. Eanhya. 

(’93) 1893 Pun Re No. 16 Cr, p. 70 (71), Hazarimal v. Mcmamnal. 

(’96) 1896 Pun Re No. 4 Cr, p. 13 (13), Natha Singh v. Pdla Singh. 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. SG (87), Croivn v. Eaura. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Lah 29 (30), Bohcl v. Eaura. 

See also S. 107 Note 2. 

2. (’93) 15 All 365 (366, 367) : 1893 All W N 114, Queen-Empress v. Lakhpat . 
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2. Application for maintenance under S. 4SS. 3 

3. Complaints under s. l of tbe Workman’s Breach of Contract 

' Act, xm of 1S59. 4 

4. Complaint under S. 2S of the Bombay Police Conveyance Act. 3 

5. Complaint under s. 41 of the Bombay District Police Act. 0 

Tbe section applies to a complaint under S. 20 of the Cattle 

Trespass Act, as it has specifically been introduced in the Code of 1B9S 
•as an offence under tbe Code. Therefore tbe undermentioned rulings, 7 
bolding that compensation could not be awarded in such cases, are no 
longer law. 

It was held in a decision under tbe Code of 1S61 that tbe provi- 
sions of this section were inapplicable to a complaint under a special 
law 8 and in another that it would be applicable. 0 Under tbe present 
section it is applicable to a case of "any" offence, as for example, 
under the Railways Act, xvni of 1S54. 10 

5. “Triable by a Magistrate.” — Tbe offence must be one 
which is triable by a Magistrate, 1 that is, one which is shown as triable 
by a Magistrate in column S of Seh. II. 2 Thus, the section does not 
apply to cases where the offence is triable exclusively by tbe Court of 
Session but is enquired into by tbe Magistrate under Chapter xvm of 
the Code 3 or is even tried by him under the special powers under S. 30 


('70) 2 N W P H C B 447 (448), Queen v. Balkishan. ■ 

See also S. 117 Note 5. 

3. (’10) 11 Cri L .lour 15G (157) : 4 Ind Cns 1015 (Mad), Amboo v. Baboo. 

See also S. 4 (1) (h) Note 11 and S. 48S Notes 5 nnd 27. 

4. (’19) AIB 1919 All 393 (395, 39G) : 41 All 322 : 20 Cr. L. J. 570, Jamil Ahmad 
v. Muhammad Ishaq. 

(’92) 1892 Bat G17 (G18), Queen-Empress v. Namdco. 

(’99-1900) 4 Cal W N 253 (254), In the matter of Bam Samp Bliahat. 

5. (’20) AIR 1920 Bora 350 (350) : 44 Bom 403:21 Cr.L.J. 380, In re Valli Mitha. 
G. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 320 (320) : G Sind L R 254 : 19 I. C. 1008, Impcrator v. 

Mt. Khairi. 

7. (’9G) 18 All 353 (353) : 189G All W N 98, Mcghai v. Shcobhih. 

.(’86) 13 Cal 304 (305), Kalachand v. Gudhadhar Biswas. (9 Mad 102, followed.) 
(’86) 9 Mad 102 (102) : 2 Weir 315, Pitchi v. Ankappa. 

(’86) 9 Mad 374 (375) : 2 Weir 315, Kottalanada v. Mnthaya. 

See also S. 4 (1) (h) Note 11 nnd S. 4 (1) (o) Note 5. 

8. (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 36 (39), Queen v. Abdul Azcez Khan. (Case under Act 
VII of 18G4 B. C.) 

9. (’72) 1872 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p, 1(1),.. ilia Ditta v. Shore Mahomed. (Case under 
Cattle Trespass Act.) 

10. (’72) 4NWPHCE 94 (96, 97), Queen v. Turner. 

Note 5 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Ondh 175 (175) : 28 Cri L Jour 450, Paigambar v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 744 (744) : 28 Cr.L.J. 983, Bansidliarw. Ghunni Lai. (Offence 

was triable by a Court of Session.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 188 (188) : 23 Cr.L.J. 319, Sarup Sonar v.Bam Sundar (Do.) 
(’16) AIR 1916 Bom 96 (96) : 18 Cr. L. J, 463, Emperor v. Chhaba Dolsong (Do.) 
(’86) 2 Weir 315 (316), In re Poligadu. (Do.) 

[ Sec (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 396 (396) : 6 I C 735 (Lab), Bamjan v. Bajan. (Magis- 
trate empowered under S. 30 passing order under S. 250 in a case triable by a 
Court of Session, as an Additional Sessions Judge — Order held wrong.)] 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 482(483):11 Lab 558:31 Cr.L.J. 1133, Amin Lai v. Emperor. 

3. (’37) 1937 M W N 96 (96), Shama Bao v. Emperor. (Complaint under Ss. 395, 
342 and 352, Penal Code — Accused discharged under S. 209 (2), Cr. P. C. — 
Order for compensation is illegal.) 

•(’18) AIR 1918 All 126 (126):40 All 615:19 Cr.L.J. 70 G,Hait Bamx.Ganga Sahai. 
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of the Code. 4 

Where a complaint is made of offences some of which are triable 
by the Magistrate and some by the Sessions Court, and the accused is 
discharged in respect of all the offences, an order for compensation can 
be passed under this section only in respect of the offences triable by 
the Magistrate 0 and not in respect of the other offences also. 0 

In filing a complaint, the complainant must, for the purposes of 
this section, be deemed to make an accusation which includes- not 
merely the offence charged therein but also any offence which the 
facts in the complaint disclose in the light of any enquiry or trial. 
The mere fact that the complaint charges the accused with an offence 
which is not triable by a Magistrate does not oust the jurisdiction of 
the Magistrate to pass an order under this section, if after enquiry 
the Magistrate finds that the accusation is really one in respect of an 
offence triable by him.' But it is not incumbent upon a Magistrate to 
find whether a case is triable by a Court of Session or by himself and 
if he tries an accused for an offence primes facie triable by him, an 
order under this section is not illegal even if really the facts prove 


(’22) AIR 1922 All 188 (188) : 23 Cri L Jour 319, Sarup Sonar v. Ram Sundar . 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 744 (744) : 28 Cri L Jour 983, Bansidliar v. Chunni Lai. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 355 (355) : 53 All 461:32 Cr.L.J 070, Shiam Lai v. Nand Ram. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 961 (961), Quccn-Emprcss v. Bavabliai Kcsarising. 

(’1G) AIR 1916 Bom 96 (96) : 18 Cri L Jour 463, Emperor v. Chabba Dolsingh. 
(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 39 (40), Croton v. Hamircliand . 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 482 (483):11 Lab 558:31 Cr. L. J. 1133, Amin Lai v. Emperor. 
(’86) 2 Weir 315 (316), In re Poligadu. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 502 (502) : 2 I. C. 159 (Mad), In re Ecsava Panda. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 443 (443), Ma Pica Yon v. Maung Po Mya 
(Offence under S. 366, Penal Code, not triable by a Magistrate — This section is 
not applicable.) 

4. (’19) AIR 1919 Lab 192 (193) : 1919 Pun Re No. 1 Cr : 20 Cri L Jour 141, 
Mahomed Hat/at v. Bhola. 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 74 (75) : 1902 P L R No. 139, Crown v. Qadu. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lab 227 (228) : 1919 Pun Re No. 15 Cr : 20 Cri L Jour 495, 
Shankar Sahai v. Etnpcror. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 15 (15) : 11 Low Bur Rul 151 : 23 Cri L Jour 289, Ma E 
Dok v. Maung Po Than. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 482 (483): 11 Lab 558: 31 Cr.L.J. 1133, Amin Lai v. Emperor. 
[Cut sec (’36) AIR 193G Rang 230 (231) : 37 Cri L Jour 773 : 14 Rang 378, Ma 
Sin v. Maung Maung Lay. (Trial by special power Magistrate of complaint 
under S. 376 of Penal Code — Order discharging accused passed — Magistrate is 
entitled, to pass order directing payment of compensation under S. 250, although 
offence is exclusively triable by Sessions Court,)] 

See also S. 30 Note 3, 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 482 (483): 11 Lab 558: 31 Cr.L.J. 1133, Amin Lalx. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lab 227 (22S) : 1919 Pun Re No. 15 Cr : 20 Cri L Jour 495, 

Shankar Sahai v. Emperor. 

[See however (’26) AIR 1926 All 159 (160) : 48 All 166 : 27 Cri L Jour 6, Hari- 
har Bat v. Maksud Ali. (Complaint for offences some of which triable by 
Magistrate and some triable exclusively by Court of Session — On accused being 
discharged as to all oSences, order for compensation cannot be passed.)] 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 482 (4S3) : 11 Lab 558: 31 Cr.L.J. 1133, Amin Lai v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 All 126 (126): 40 All 615: 19 Cr.L.J. 706, Bait Ram v. Ganga Sahai. 

7 . (’39) AIR 1939 Lab 122 (123) : I L R (1938) Lab 619 : 40 Cri L Jour 515, 
Painda v. Mt. Gulab Khatun. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 105 (106) : 16 Sind L R 205 : 26 Cri L Jour 265, Eamandas 
v. Ahmad Khan. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 355 (356) : 53 All 461 : 32 Cri L Jour 670, Shiam Lai v. 
Nand Ram. 
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the offence to he one triable by a Court, of Session. 7 ® The question, 
therefore, whether an offence is triable by a Magistrate is not to be 
decided solely by the complaint. The proper criterion is the form of the 
proceeding, i. e., whether they were conducted under chapter XVIII or 
Chapter XXI . 8 

Where a particular Magistrate, however, has no power to try a 
case even though it is triable by a Magistrate, he cannot award 
compensation as he has not the power to try the case itself. 9 

6. Magistrate by whom the case is heard. — It is only the 
Magistrate by whom the “ease -is heard” that can pass an order under 
this section. 1 It is not the intention of the Legislature that one 
Magistrate should deal with the case and call upon the complainant 
to show cause and that another Magistrate should pass an order for 
compensation. 2 Thus, an Appellate Court 3 cannot, when reversing a 
conviction, act under this section. Even a High Court cannot in 
revision pass an order for compensation, although it is of opinion that 
such an order should be made. 4 See also Note 89 to s. 4-23. 

The words “the Magistrate by whom the case is heard” do not, 
however, mean that the evidence must have been heard by him but 

7a. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 223 (223,221) : 4-3 Mad 29 : 23 Cr.L.T. 232, Mahajaman 
Ycnkaiarayar v. Ycnkaiarayar. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 280 (280) : 31 Cri L .Tour 303, Balkishrr. v. Emperor. 

8. (’31) AIR 1931 All 333 (33G) : 38 All 401 : 32 Cri L Jour 070, Shiam Lai v. 
Nand Bam. 

9. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 302 (302) : 2 Ind Cas 139 (Mad), In rc Rcsava Panda. 

Note 6 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 278 (279): 1940 Rang LR302, King v. Mg. Rhin Maung. 
<’39) AIR 1939 Sind 321 (321) : 41 Cr. L. J. 53 : 1 L R (1940) Kar 119, Emperor 

v. .1 Td. Alan. 

<’0G) 3 Cr. L. J. 441 (442) : 28 All 025 : 3 A L J 382 : 1900 A W N 143, Emperor 
v. Ghittan. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 224 (224) : 40 All 80 : 23 Cr.L.J. 907, Chcdi v. P.am Lai. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 529 (531) : 12 I. C. 297:39 Cal 157 (FB), Mehi Singh v. Mangal. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 702 (703) : 31 Cr.L.J. 828, BajaramMajhi v. Panchanan Ghosh. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Lali 427 (427) : 7 Lab 152 : 27 Cr.L.J. 570, Notified Area, Eharar 
v. Rarta Bam. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 321 (321) : 41 Cr.L.J. 53 : I L R (1940) Kar 119, Emperor 
v. Md. Alan. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 7G2(7G5): 31 Cr.L.J. 828, Bajaram llajhiv. Panchanan Ghosh. 
(’92) 1892 All W X 58 (58), In the matter of Mahadeo Tiwari. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 278 (279) : 1940 Rang L R 502 (500), The Ring v. Mg. 
Rhin Mating. (Sucb an order cannot be an order incidental to the order of 
acquittal under S. 423 (1) (d) of the Code.) 

(’00) 3 Cri L Jour 441 (442) : 28 All 025 : 3 AL J 382 : 1900 AWN 145, Emperor 
v. Chittan. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 224 (224) : 4G All 80 : 25 Cri L Jour 907, Chcdi v. Bam Lai. 
(’01) 3 Bom L R 841 (842), Bari Ghand v. Fakir Sadruddin. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 529 (531, 532) : 12 I C 297 : 39 Cal 157 (FB), Mclii Singh v. 
Mangal Khanda. (Overruling 11 Cri L Jour 46.) 

(’20) AIR 1926 Lab 427 (427) : 7 Lab 152 : 27 Cri L Jour 570, Notified Area, 
Rharar v. Rarta Bam. 

(’74) 8 Mad H C R App vii (vii). 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 278 (279) : 1940 Rang L R 502 (505, 506), The Ring v. 
Mg. Rhin Maung. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 321 (322) : 41 Cr. L. J. 53 : 1 L R (1940) Kar 119, Emperor 
v. Md. Alan. 

(’28) AIR 192S All 95 (96) : 29 Cri L Jour 274, Aminullah v. Emperor . 

See also S. 250 Note 0. 
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mean “the Magistrate by whom the case is decided.” So, where •pari 
of the evidence is heard by one Magistrate and the rest of the evidence 
is heard and the case is decided by another, the latter is competent to 
order compensation under this section . 5 A Magistrate by whom a case 
is “heard” need not be the one before whom it was instituted . 0 

7. “Discharges or acquits.” — Under the Codes of 1861 and 
1872, compensation could be awarded only where the complaint was 
dismissed as being frivolous or vexatious. There .was a divergence 
of opinions as to whether it could be awarded in cases of acquittal . 1 

The Code of 18S2 provided for the award of compensation only in 
cases where the accused was acquitted under S. 245 or S. 247. 2 An 
acquittal by reason of ‘withdrawal of the complaint was not within 
the section . 3 

After the amendment in 1891 (see Note l) the Magistrate can act 
under this section when he either discharges or acquits an accused 
person.' 1 The acquittal may be either one under S. 245 or S. 247 or may- 
be one passed on the withdrawal of the complaint. But the acquittal 
must be one made by the Magistrate himself. The composition of an 
offence under S. 345 has by itself the effect of an acquittal hut there 
is no order by the Magistrate himself recording an acquittal. The 
section is not applicable to such cases and no compensation can be 
awarded. 5 

Where the accused is neither discharged nor acquitted , this 
section does not apply and no compensation can he awarded to him . 6 


5. (’21) Am 1921 All 122 (122) : 22 Cri L Jour 406, Bam Devi v. Govind Sahai. 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Lali 122 (123) : ILR (1938) Lak 619 : 40 Cr.L. J. 515 .Painda 
v. J1 It. Gulab Ehatun. 

Note 7 

1. (’74) 1874 Rat S3 (83, 84), Beg. v. Jchison. (Section does not apply.) 

(’81) 0 Cal 581 (5S2), Mona Scilch v. Ishan Bardhan. (Section applies.) 

(’82) 5 Mad 381 (3S2) : 2 Weir 316, Number v. Ambu. (Section applies.) 

(’81) 1881 All W N 155 (155), Dcbi Sahai v. Dalsingar Bai. (Withdrawal of 
complaint— Section does not apply.) 

(’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 43 (44), Grown v. Gujiur. (Do.) 

[See (’71) 1871 Pun Re No. 16 Cr, p. 29 (30), Grown v. Maiga. (Do.)] 

2. (’86) 10 Bom 199 (200), Queen-Empress v. Pandu Gopala. 

(’89) 1889 Rat 462 (463), Moro Krishna v. Yeswantrao. 

3. (’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 35 (36, 37) Empress v. Kliusali Bam. (Dis- 
senting from 1883 Pun Re No. 24 Cr.) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 56 Cr, p. 151 (151), Silal Das v. Anohha. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 19 (19), Ali Ahmed v. Nathoo. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 14 ( n ) Cr, p. 19 (20), Gulab v. Santram. 

[But see (’83) 1883 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. 57 (57) : Himmat Singh v. Buhhtawar. 
Not approved in 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr.] 

4. [See (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 398 (399) : 1937 R L R 159 : 39 Cri L Jour 29, 
D. K. Nath v. P. K. Nath. (But order of discharge or acquittal must be legal.) 

(1900) 1 L B R 44 (44), Shwc Zin v. Mg. Tun Ela. (Do.)] 

5. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J.638 (G39):8 I.C. 387:1910Pun ReNo. 30 Cr,EmperorY. Sunder. 
(’98) 1898 Rat 957 (957), Queen-Empress v. Sangappa. 

(’08) 9 Cr.L.J. 186 (187) : 10 Bom L R 1056, In re Earhisan Das Eari Das. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 700 (700), Queen-Empress v. Baoji. 

(’92) 7 C P L R Cr 2 (3), Alopi v. Bhura. 

(’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr p. 35 (36, 37), Empress v. Khushali Bam. 

See also S. -345 Note 18. 

6. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 623 (624) : 30 Cr.L.J. 854, Bam Lubhaya v. lagan Nath. 
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Thus, ! ,vhere a complaint is dismissed under s. 203, there is neither a 
discharge nor an acquittal of the accused as no process is at all issued 
to the accused ; consequently no compensation can be awarded under 
this section. 7 

This section speaks of ‘the case’ as a whole and contemplates a 
trial or inquiry ending in an unqualified acquittal or discharge of the 
accused and the policy of the Legislature is to limit the jurisdiction 
of the Magistrate under this section to simple cases in which the 
complainant is found to be wholly in the wrong and the accused is 
discharged or acquitted altogether. So, where an accused is charged 
with two offences and convicted under one and acquitted under 
another, this section will not apply . 8 

8. False and either frivolous or vexatious. — Before the 
amendment of 1923, an order under this section could be passed if the 
case was either frivolous or vexatious . 1 It was not necessary that the 
charge should be false as well. But it was held in some cases that 
neither of the two words excluded the element of falsehood in the 
charge and that a charge which is false must also bo vexatious and 
is not outside the scope of the section. 1 * 

7. (’OG) 4 Cr.L.J. 451 (451):29 All 137 : 1906 A W X 30G, Bhagwan v. Harmulih. 
(’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 8 Cr, p. 19 (19, 20), Basta Singh v. Kapuri Lai. (It 

could be gathered from tlic orders of the Magistrate in this case that he intended 
to dismiss the complaint under S. 203 though there was no such clear order.) 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 297 (299) : 5 A L .7 137 : 1908 A W N 67, Bhagwan Bin v. Bibba. 
(’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 35 (35), Azam v. Mir Abdulla. 

(’06) 190G Pun L R No. 84, p. 254 (255, 256) : 4 Cr.L.J. 36:1906 Pun Re No 6 Cr, 
Harpliul v. Manku. 

8. (’97) 24 Cal 53 (55) : 1 C V* N 17, Muhti Baca v. Jholu Sanlra. 

(’18) AIR 1918 All 109 (109) : 40 All 610 : 19 Cri L Jour G70, Md. Ali Khan v. 
Baja Bam Singh. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Sind 24 (24) : 12 Sind L R 87 : 20 Cr.L.J. 10G, Emperor v. Nadar. 
(Order for compensation is not justified merely because the complaint is frivolous 
as regards one of the heads of charges.) 

Note 8 

1. (’83) 2 Weir 319 (320), In rc Mnnisami Mudali. 

la. (’03) 30 Cal 123(129) : G C W N 799 (FB), Beni Madhab Kurmiv. Kumud 
Kumar Bisivas. (Overruling 28 Cal 251.) 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 433 (433, 434) : 1 A L J 234 : 1904 A W N 116 : 26 All 512, Emperor 
v. Bindcsliri Prasad. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 128 (128, 129), Emperor v. Bai Asha. (Dissenting from 4 Bom' 
L R 645.) 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 75 (75) : 37 Bom 376:181. C.411, In rcGopala Bhan Chan Gula. 
(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 47 (48, 49) : 1903 Pun L R No. 156, Crown v. Ismail. 
(’81) 2 Weir 313 (314), In rc Ponnammal. 

(’02) 15 C P L R 194 (195, 196), Bannalal v. Amrit Bao. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 78 (78) : 21 Cri L Jour 41, Mt. Jaina v. Santuk Bas. 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Low Bur 48(50): 19 Cr.L.J. 172, Shaik Bateood ■v.Mohorned Ibrahim. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Upp Bur 29 (30) : 2 Upp Bur Rul 31 : 16 Cr.L.J. 92, Nga Myo v. 
Nga Kyan. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Sind 41 (42) : 14 Sind L R 168 : 22 Cr. L. J. 120, Faiz Mahomed 
v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 10 (10), In re Mothoor Ghosc. (Complainant laying 
claim to largo jammas on ehur without possessing documents to prove rights — 
Order under S. 250 — Interference in revision with order refused on ground that 
complaint was false and vexatious.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 479 (480), Kinakarmarkar v. Freo Nath Butt. (Where a case- 
is found to be false and vexatious but is essentially one coming under S. 211, 
Penal Code, Magistrate would not be exercising proper discretion in passing an 
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Section 250 
Note 8 


Under tlic present Code the case must be false and either frivolous 
or vexatious 2 and there must he a definite finding to that effect before 
an order for compensation can lie passed . 2 The fact that a Magistrate 
has framed a charge, does not of itself prevent him from holding, 
after inquiry, that the charge is false and frivolous or vexatious .' 4 

As qualifying an accusation the term “frivolous” indicates that 
the accusation is of a trivial nature 5 or is ‘trifling,’ ‘silly’ or ‘without 
due foundation .’ 5 The term vexatious implies that the accusation is 
one that ought not to have been made and is intended to ‘harass ’ 7 or 
‘annoy’ s the accused. For instance, where a criminal prosecution is 

order for compensation under S. 250 instead of instituting proceedings under 

S. 211, Penal Code.) 

<’07) 9 Cri L -Tour 2GS (2G9) : 1 Sind L R 2S (FB), Crown v. Noto. (Overrul- 
ing 9 Cri L .Tour 255. Where a complaint is not only fnlse hut nlso vexatious, 
Magistrate has discretion to award compensation if in his opinion public policy 
does not necessitate sanctioning prosecution of complainant under S. 211, Tonal 
Code.] 

'[See nlso (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 591 (595): IS Cr.L.J. 837, Mangra Kharia v. Bam 
Dhari Singh. (Serious charge cannot by itself be described as frivolous and order 
of compensation is not justified unless such charge is proved in fact to be false.)] 
[Hut see (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 247 (218): M I. C. 599: 31 All 334, Bam Singh v. Mathura. 
f'02) 4 Bom L It G45 (GIG, G47), Emperor v. Asha. 

•(’95) 22 Cal 58G (5SS), Sliib Nath v. Saral Chinnier. (If a case is wilfully and 
maliciously false and the Magistrate is of opinion that prosecution against the 
complainant under S. 211, Penal Code, should be sanctioned he ought not to order 
compensation under S. 250 of the Code.) 

(’99) 2G Cal 181 (1S3, 181), Bachu Lai v. Jagdam Sahai. (Do.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 940 (911) : lGCr. L.J. 123(129) : 38 Mad 1091, Ycnhatarama 
I per v. Krishna Tgcr. (To justify order under S. 250 it must bo found not only 
that the complaint was false but that it was also frivolous or vexatious.)] 

2. (’40) AIR 1910 Rang 110 (111) : 41 Cr. L. .T. 50G, Ma Pit v. Mg. Tint Pc. 

•(’3G) AIR 193G All 3G3 (3G3) : 37 Cri L .Tour 424, Bcchan Prasad v. Jhurh (The 

mere fact that the evidence produced by the complainant in support of his allega- 
tion was unreliable or inconclusive will not justify a finding that the allegation 
was false.) 

•(’2G) AIR 192G Sind 19 (19) : 19 S. L. R.CG : 2G Cr.L.J. 1295, Assanmal v. Dilbar. 
(’2G) AIR 192G All 141 (142) : 27 Cri L .Tour 300, Kashi Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 78 (78) : 21 Cri L Jour 41, Ml. Jaina v. Santuh Das. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 110 (111) : 41 Cri L Jour 506, Ma Pu v. Mg. Tun Pc. 
(Magistrate must find that case is frivolous or vexatious — Mere finding that it 
is false is insufficient.) 

■(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 209 (209) : 39 Cri L Jour 70f, Mg. Pan v. Mg. Mpa Din. 
(Magistrate finding case to be false — He must also find whether it is frivolous or 
vexatious.) 

■(’32) AIR 1932 Lali 554 (554, 555) : 31 Cri L Jour 80, Ibrahim v. Anant Bam. 

(’ 2G) AIR 192G Nag 31 (32, 33) : 2G Cri L Jour 1033, Bhau v. Sued Chand. 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 22G (22G) : 27 Sind L R 78 : 34 Cri L Jour 7G7, Emperor v. 
Samp Singh. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 113 (113, 114) : 30 Cri L .Tour 458, Pir Mahomed v. Yacoob. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 15G (157) : 2G Sind L R 299 : 33 Cr.L.J. GU.Salchv. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 18 (19) : 35 Cri L Jour 1038, Emperor v. Baloch Danjakhan. 

4. (’95) 1895 Rat 734 (735), Quccn-Emprcss v. Abdulla Bahiman. 

5. (’03) 30 Cal 123 (129) : G C W N 799 (FB), Beni Madhub Kurmi v. Kumnd 
Kumar Biswas. 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 Nag 78 (7S) : 21 Cri L Jour 41, Ml. Jaina v. Santuh Das. 

7. (’03) 30 Cal 123 (129) : G C W N 799 (FB), Beni Madhub Kurmi v. Iiumud 
Kumar Biswas. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 10S (109) : 21 Cri L Jour 22G, Bakaji v. Mukund Singh. 

8. (’2G) AIR 192G Lull 3G5 (3G5) : 27 Cr. L. J. G07, Municipal Committee, Simla 
v. Mukund Singh. 

•(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 283 (284) : 23 Cri L Jour 1, Clianan Singh v. Emperor. 

•(’17) AIR 1917 Sind 73 (73) : 18 Cri L Jour 1005 (1005, 100G) : 11 Sind L R 55, 
Emperor v. Kouro Jumo. 
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launched on mere suspicion 9 or with a view to put pressure on an 
opponent in a civil suit , 10 the Magistrate is justified in acting under 
this section. 

But where the complainant’s case is^not an improbable one 11 and 
he is merely unable to prove his easo, llB or there is nothing to show 
that it is wilfully false or that there is any perversion or exaggeration 
of evidence , 12 it is not proper to hold the complaint false and vexatious. 
Similarly, the fact that the complainant and the accused are on had 
terms is not a sufficient ground for holding that the complaint is a 
false one . 13 

9. “By his order." — Before the amendment of 1923, the order 
to pay compensation was part of the order of discharge or acquittal, 
that is to say, the order of discharge or acquittal and the order directing 
compensation had to be made simultaneously. An order for compensa- 
tion made after such discharge or acquittal, in a separate proceeding, 
was held to be illegal . 1 This is no longer law as after the amendment 

D. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 177 (178) : 33 Cri L .Tour 392, In re Dinshaji Hirjibhai. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Bom 233 (231) : 34 Cri L Jour 878, Daliyabhai v. Tanganio. 
{’26) AIR 192G Bom 1G3 (164) : 27 Cri L Jour 448, Ravi Shankar v. Savai Lai. 

(In this case the complaint was filed in order to force the accused to give up his 
legal rights without defending them in r. civil suit.) 

11. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 123 (124) : 1903 Pun Re No. 57 Cr, Emperor v. Karpal Eai. 
11a. (’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 247 (247,218) : 24 Oudh Cas 2G1, Emperor v. Chitnni. 
•(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 18 (19) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1038, Emperor v. Balocli Daryalchan. 

[Sec (’3G) AIR 193G All 3G3 (304) : 37 Cri L Jour 424, Bcclian Prasad v. Jhuri. 
(Unreliable or inconclusive evidence.)] 

[See also'(' 2G)27 Cr. L. J. G33 (G33) : 94 Ind Cas 409 (Lah), Sanwalya v. Barn. 
(Some witnesses and zaildars report supporting the complaint without any 
rebuttal by the accused — Complaint cannot be said to be false and frivolous or 
vexatious.)] 

12. (’29) AIR 1929 Bang 14 (14) : 30 Cri L Jour 539, Oanguli v. Emperor. 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 178 (179) : 37 Cr. L. J. 298, Gul Din v. Abdul Khalil:. 
(Prima facie case against accused — Mere discrepancy of two of complainant’s 
witnesses does not justify conclusion that case is false.)] 

[See also (’36) AIR 193G Lah 702 (703) : 37 Cr. L. J. 935, Neio Delhi, Municipal 
Committee v. Bam Bai. (Prosecution lodged carelessly and on inadequate 
ground, but not grossly careless or vindictive — No case for compensation.)] 

13. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 209 (209) : 39 Cr. L. J. 704, Mg. Pan v. Mg. My a Din. 

Note 9 

1. (’03) 25 All 315 (316) : 1903 A TV N 57, In the matter of Safdar Husain. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 247 (248) : 34 All 354 : 14 I. C. 599, Bam Singh v. Mathura. 
(’19) AIR 1919 All 398 (398) : 20 Cri L Jour 774, Chauthi Ahir v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 6 (6, 7) : 38 Cal 302 : 9 I. C. 45, Haru Tanti v. Salish Boy. 
(’12) 16 Cal TV N eexeix (cec), Sabarali v. Kali Proshonyo. 

{'06) 3 Cri L Jour 123 (124) : 1905 Pun Re No. 57 Cr, Emperor v. Narpat Bai. 
(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 428 (429) (Lah), Emperor v. Sundhi Khan. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 48 (48) : 18 I. C. 272 (Lah). Imam Din r. Emperor. 

(’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 527 (528) : 62 1. C. 415 (416) (Lah), KaramBaksh v. Md. Said. 
(1900) 14 C P L R Cr 37 (38), Kashi Nath Gopal v. Zincke. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Nag 68(68):10 Nag L R 8 : 15 Cr. L. J.290, NanheyLalv.Mt.Bani 
Balm. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 528 (529), Queen-Empress v. Abdul Karim. 
{’92-1896) 1 Upp Bur Rul 35 (35, 36). 

[See (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 548 (549) : 15 Cri L Jour 150, Lalit Mohan v. Kunp 
Behari. (Magistrate by his order of discharge declaring case to be false and vexa- 
tious and ordering complainant to pay compensation subject to any cause to be 
shown by him — On failure to show cause next day, order made absolute — Order 
held satisfied requirements of S. 250.)] 


Section 250 
Motes 8-9 


2Cr.93. 
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Section 250 it is not necessary that the order for compensation should he embodied 

Note 9 in the order of discharge. The two orders are made in separate 

proceedings. It is only the order calling upon the complainant to show 
cause which is to be contained in the order of discharge or acquittal . 111 
The actual order for compensation is necessarily a subsequent order . 2 
But, where the order of compensation is made along with the order of 
discharge or acquittal, the provision of law is complied with if the order 
calling upon the complainant to show cause is also made simultaneously 
with the order of discharge . 3 The order calling upon the complainant 
to show cause cannot either precede 4 or be made after 5 the order of 
discharge or acquittal. Although, the order to show cause is not made 
part of the judgment of discharge or acquittal, if it is passed and 
signed immediately after the judgment, so that the order can be said 
to be a continuation of the original proceeding, or part of it, it is not 
illegal . 6 


[But see (’20) AIE 1920 Bom 314 (314, 315) : 21 Cri L Jour 371, In re Nagindas 
Ghanusa. (Notice to show cause why order under S. 250 should not be made 
issued on the same day and practically in same proceedings as order of discharge 
— Final order for compensation made some days later, below the order of 
discharge — Held S. 250, cl. (b) was sufficiently complied with.) 

(’06) 4 Or. L. J. 428 (424, 425): 8 Bom L E 847, Emperor v. Punamcliand. (Do.) 
(’18) AIE 1918 Lah 58 (59) : 1917 Pun Ee No. 31 Cr : 19 Cr. L. J. 444, Emperor 
v. Saudagar Earn. (Do.) 

(’14) AIE 1914 Sind 25 (26) : 7 Sind L E 123 : 15 Cri L Jour 508, Ghanumal v. 
Emperor. (Order for acquittal and compensation need not be pronounced in 
same breath but must be in same proceedings — Eeserving order of compensation 
for hearing objections is not bad.)] 

In the following cases It was held that It was a mere Irregularity curable by S. 537 : 

(’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 523 (524): 1905 A11WN 214 (All), Jor/al Kishore v. Abdul Karim. 
(Held, under the circumstances of the case that two orders might be regarded as 
passed in one continuous proceeding.) 

(’14) AIE 1914 All 86 (88) : 36 All 132 : 15 Cri L Jour 193, Ohurbin v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIE 1918 Gal 436 (436) : 18 Cr. L. J. 1014, Ram Narayanv. Atul Chandra. 
(’17) AIE 1917 Mad 628 (629) : 17 Cri L Jour 314, Dhanu Kodi v. Muthusamy. 
la. (’36) AIE 1936 Sind 240 (242) : 38 Cr.L.J. 121 : 30 S L E 359, Talib Delawar 
v. Sajan Saleh. 

[See also (’37) AIE 1937 Eang 301 (302) : 3S Cri L Jour 999, Chidambaram v. 
Chand Ali. (No opinion expressed in order of discharge that case was false and 
frivolous or vexatious — No reasons recorded for ordering compensation — Order 
is bad.)] 

2. (’26) AIE 1926 Lah 298 (299): 7 Lah 121 : 27 Cr.L.J. 752, Achhru Mai v. Emperor. 
(’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 680 (680) : 110IndCas232(Lah), Saudagar Singh v. Aroor Singh. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 287 (288) : 30 Cri L Jour 1112, In re Vali Mahomed. 

3. (’29) AIE 1929 Cal 332 (332, 333) : 31 Cr. L.J.411, Wahad Ali v, Sarajuddin, 
[See also (’36) AIE 1936 Sind 240 (242) : 38 Cr. L. J. 121 : 30 S L E 359, Talib- 

Delawar v. Sajan Saleh. (Order to show cause containing the words that the 
Magistrate ‘finds’ the accusation to be false and frivolous is not illegal.)] 

4. (’29) 1929 Mad W N 277 (278, 279), Bamaswami v. Suryanarayana. 

5. (’33) AIE 1933 Nag 296 (296, 297) : 13 N L E 15 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1163, Emperor 
v. Bangnath Eoshti. (No reference in the order of discharge that action is to be' 
taken under S. 250 — Magistrate subsequently acting on suggestion of accused 
and issuing notice to complainant to show cause — Procedure held bad.) 

6. (’36) AIE 1936 Eang 230 (232) : 37 Cr.L.J. 773 : 14 Eang 378, Ma Sin v. Mg. 
Mating Lay. 

(’26) AIE 1926 All 165 (166) : 27 Cri L Jour 35, Jairaj Singh v. Bansi. 

(’27) AIE 1927 Lah 515 (516) : 28Cr.L.J. 592, Ghulam Muhammad v. Vir Bhan. 
(’30) AIE 1930 Pat 292 (293) : 9 Pat 100 : 31 Cri L Jour 875, Mangal Chand v. 
Makhan Goala. 
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Where there are two accused, and one of them is discharged on 
one day and the other acquitted on a later day, the Magistrate cannot 
call upon the complainant, in so far as the payment of compensation 
to the discharged accused is concerned, to show cause on the day of 
the acquittal of the other accused, as the case against that person is at 
an end on the date of his discharge and no order to show cause can bo 
made subsequently . 7 But where the same accused is charged with two 
offences, and he is discharged on one charge first, and acquitted of 
other charges at a later date, it is not illegal to pass an order to show 
cause on the later date . 8 

10. “Call upon him to show cause.” — When a Magistrate 
discharging or acquitting an accused intends to take action under this 
section, he has to call upon the complainant forthwith to show cause 
w f hy he should not pay compensation to the accused or if he is not 
present direct the issue of a summons to him to appear and show 
cause . 1 An order for compensation made without giving the complainant 
an opportunity to show cause is illegal and must bo set aside . 10 If the 


7. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 264 (265) : 26 Cri L Jour 449, Sttrcsh Chandra Gupta v. 
Abdul Jabbar. 

8. (’20) AIR 1920 Bom 163 (164, 165) : 27 Cr.L.J. 448, Eavishankar v. Savai Lai. 

Note 10 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 161(164) : 39 Cr.L.J. 642, The King r. Mg. ThoungShwe. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 247 (248) : 39 Cr. L. J. 743 : 1938 R L R 163, Ma E Myaing 
v. The King. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 287 (288) : 30 Cri L Jonr 1112, In re Vali Mahomed. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 814 (816) : 35 Cr. L. J. 175, M.H. Far ugiv. Municipal Board, 
Allahabad .' 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 241 (242) : 27 Cri L Jour 128, Kalka v. Ranjit Singh. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 762 (764): 31 Cri L Jonr 828, Eajaram M a, j hi v. Panchan an. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 22G (22G) : 27 Sind L R 78 : 34 Cr L Jour 767, Emperor v. 
Sarup Singh Pliool Singh. 

The following cases, decided before the amendment of 1933, holding that the 
complainant need not be called upon to show cause, arc no longer good law : 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 548 (548,549): 45 All 474: 24 CrLJ U3,Pancham v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 548 (549) : 15 Cri L Jour 150, Lalit Mohan v. KunjaBehari. 
(’84) 1884 All W N 115 (115), In the matter of Musahib Khan, 
la. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 247 (248) : 39 Cr. L. J. 743 : 1938 R L R 1G3, Ma E 
Myaing v. The King. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lali 702 (703) : 37 Cr. L. J. 935, New Delhi Municipal Committee 
v. Ram Bai. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 241 (242) : 27 Cr. L. J. 128, Kalka v. Ranjit Singh. 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 398 (398) : 20 Cri L Jour 774, Chauthi Ahir v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 268 (269) : 14 Ind Cas 652 (All), Gulzari Lai v. Ganga Ram. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 409 (410) : 23 Cri L Jour 574, In rc Mahadev Ramkrishna. 
(’93) 1893 Rat 634 (634), Govinda v. Kcshav Rao. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 725 (726), Queen-Empress v. Manik. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 225 (225) : 15 Cr. L. J. 707, Sulans Singh v. Mahabir. 
(’06-07) 11 Cal W N lxii (lxii, lxiii), Sekh Jonah Ali v. Eiralal Pasban. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 6 (7) : 38 Cal 302 : 9 I. C. 45, Haru Tanti v. Satish Roy. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 458 (458) : 25 Cri L Jour 1312, Mughla v. Mahomed. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 37(38): 34 Cr. L. J. 41, Municipal Board, Lucknow v. Abdul. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 211 (211) : 21 Cri L Jour 751, Akloo Mistri v. Nawbat Lai. 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 220 (220) : 2 Sind L R 4, Impcrator v. Achar. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 229 (230) : 2 Sind L R 14, Emperor v. Jctho. 

[See also (’21) AIR 1921 Mad 597 (597): 44 Mad 51: 22 Cri L Jour 161, Appala 
Narasayya v. Emperor. (Order for compensation made in spite of complainant’s 
request to examine bis remaining witnesses is not illegal — But such order 
should not be made except in exceptional cases,)] 

See also Note 11. 


Section 250 
Notes 9-10 
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Section 250 
Notes 10-11 


complainant is present, he is bound to show cause immediately. He 
cannot insist upon the grant of an adjournment for the purpose . 2 

It is only after the examination of all the evidence, which the 
complainant wants to adduce, that a Magistrate can come to the 
conclusion that the case is false and frivolous or vexatious and can 
award compensation to the accused" Though he can discharge the 
accused at any stage, he is not entitled to order compensation without 
examining all such witnesses , 3 except in very exceptional circum- 
stances . 30 As to the effect of irregularities in the original hearing on 
the proceedings for compensation, see the undermentioned case . 4 

11. “Shall record and consider any cause” — Sub- 
section (2). — Before making an order for compensation the Magis- 
trate should record and consider any objection the complainant makes 
or any cause he may show. An order without doing so is illegal and 
is not cured by S. 537. 1 Cause may be showui with reference to the 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 287 (288) : 30 Cri L Jour 1112, In rc Vali Mahomed. 

(’26) AIR 192G Bom 225 (225) : 27 Cri L Jour 430, In re Ishwarlal Manchlal. 
(’14) AIR 1914 All 86 (87) : 36 All 132: 15 Cri L Jour 193, Ghurbin v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 762 (763): 31 Cri L Jour 828, JRajaram Majid v. Panchanan 

Ghosc. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 169 (169) : 51 Mad 337 : 29 Cr. L. J. 114, Parthasarathi 
Naickcr v. Erishnasicamy Aiyar. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 293 (293) : 25 Cri L Jour 1280, Sya Kyaw v. Emperor. 
(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 44 (44), Queen-Empress v. Maung Tun Hla. 

(’91) 1891 All W N 63 (GS), Abdul Glia fur Laltu. (Complainant absent — Accused 
acquitted and order for compensation made without any further inquiry — Order 
held, was due to want of exercise of discretion required under S. 250.) 

(’82) 1S82 All W N 116 (11G), Jugmohan v. Slicobalal;. 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr G (6), Bam Churan Dcy v. Shcilch Jannuc. (Complaint 
dismissed for default — Case not heard — There being no judicial decision whether 
case is false or true compensation cannot be ordered.) 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 61 (61) : 2 Beng L R (sn) 15, Bilash v. Malcroo. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pesh 178 (179) : 37 Cr. L.J. 29S, Gul Din v. Abdul Ehalilc. (Order 
for compensation made without going through all the evidence of the complainant 
though not illegal is highly undesirable in the interest of justice.) 

(See however (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 398 (399) : 1937 R L R 159 : 39 Cri L Jour 29, 
D. E. Nath v. P. E. Nath. (The sole criterion is whether the order of discharge 
is a legal one, although this question itself depends on whether the Magistrate 
has taken all the evidence produced on behalf of the prosecution — Order of 
discharge after refusing for proper reasons to issue commission for examination 
of a witness is legal.)] 

3a. (’33) 1933 Mad W N 900 (902), Marutliathal v. Bamasieami Chctty. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 597 (597) : 44 Mad 51 : 22 Cr.L. J. 161, Appalanarasayya v. 
Emperor. 

(’23) AIR. 1923 Lah 194 (195) : 24 Cri L Jour 251, Dciua Singh v. Emperor. 

4. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 157 (158) : 58 Bom 298 : 35 Cr.L. J. 841, In reTippanna 
Eoutya Mannavaddar. (Held that failure to record evidence in summary trial 
did not affect the validity of the proceedings for compensation.) 

Note 11 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 161 (164, 165): 39 Cr.L.J. 642, The Eing v.Mg. Thoung 
Since. (Magistrate must record words used by complainant unless complainant 
chooses to put his reason into writing in which case the filing of written sub- 
mission will do.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 247 (248) : 39 Cr.L.J. 743 .-^938 RLE 163, Ma E Myaing 
v. The Eing. (If complainant shows cause verbally, what he says should be 
written down in words used by him.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 113 (113) : 30 Cri L Jour 458, Pir Mahomed v. Yacoob. 
(This is so even in cases tried summarily.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 214 (215), Suchandi Eolitani v. Dom Eolita. . 
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evidence already recorded, why complaint should not be held frivolous 
or vexatious. 3 '' 

12. “ For reasons to be recorded.” — The Magistrate is bound 
to record his reasons for making an order for compensation. The 
record of reasons is almost a condition precedent to the proper exercise 
of the power . 1 This is so even in summary cases . 2 

The reasons must go to show why it is that the Magistrate 
considers the accusation against tho accused to be frivolous or 
vexatious and why, in his opinion, it is a fit case for awarding 
compensation. 2a "While Magistrates should be on their guard against 
frivolous or vexatious complaints, they should also at the same time 
be careful not to deny the protection and redress provided by law 
against wrong-doers. 2b The policy of the Legislature in requiring 


(’02) 2 Weir 310 (311), Narayanasami v. Buhcc Redd i/. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 157 (158): 23 Cr.L.J. 201, Deo Ear dm Mali to v. Chhaltoo Raut. 
(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 298 (298,299, 300): 1900 U.B.R. Cr PC 51, Emperor v. Nga Pice. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 69 (69): 8 S.L.R. 25: 15 Cr.L.J. G66 Minhomal v. Emperor. 
(Per Hayward, J. C. — It is imperative on Magistrate even when trying a case 
summarily to record and consider cause shown — Per Boyd, A. J. C., at p. 70 — 
Failure to do so is merely a small irregularity.) 

(■32) AIR 1932 Sind 156 (156, 157): 26 S.L.R. 299: 33 Cr.L.J. CJ4, Saleh v. Emperor. 
[See (’01) 3 Bom L R 777 (778), Pandurang Karayan v. Luxman Babaji. 
(Complainant was not called upon to show cause why order for compensation 
should not bo made.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 229 (230): 2 S. L. R. 14, Emperor v. Jclho. (Do.) 

(’33) AHl 1933 Sind 226 (226): 27 Sind L. R. 78: 34 Cri L Jour 767, Emperor v. 
Surupsingh Phoohingh. (In this case notice to show cause was not issued to 
the complainant nor was he given opportunity of being heard.)] 

[nut sec (’95) 2 Weir 711 (711), P.amudu v. Eamayya. ) 

Sec also Note 11. 

2. (’9S) 1898 All W NT 198 (190), 'Queen-Empress v. Chiragli Ali. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 86 (87) : 36 All 132 : 15 Cri L Jour 193, GUurhin v. Emperor. 
(All evidence tendered by complainant in support of allegations in complaint 
already taken at trial itself — He cannot be given further opportunity of producing 
evidence in order to show cause against order of compensation.) 

Note 12 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 99 (99) : 39 Cr. L. J. 378, Bliagwandin v. Jagdal. (Order 
for compensation without recording reasons is illegal.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 269 (270) : 38 Cr. L. J. 191, Krishna Datt v. Brahma Datt. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 301 (302) : 38 Cri L Jour 999, Chidambaram v. Chand Ali. 
(Reasons not recorded before order directing compensation to be paid to accused 
— Order of compensation is bad.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1139 (1139,1140) : 26 Cri L Jour 1501, Thadiappan v. Vccra 
Pcruntal Thevan. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 390 (391) : 10 C W N 544, Amjad Ali v. Ashraf Ali. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 156 (156, 157) : 26 S LR 299 : 33 Cr. L. J. 644, Saleh v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 226 (22G) : 27 Sind L R 78 : 34 Cri L Jour 767, Emperor v. 
Sarupsing Phoolsing. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 18 (19) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1038, Emperor v. Baloeh Darya Khan. 
[See (’14) AIR 1914 All 86 (87), 36 All 132 : 15 Cr. L. J. 193, Ghurbin v. Emperor. 
(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 123 (124) : 1905 Pun Re No. Cr 57, Emperor v. Narpat Rai. 
(Reasons for awarding compensation for making frivolous complaint and the 
order awarding it must be contained in the order of discharge or acquittal.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 48 (48) : 18 Ind Cas 272 (Lull), Imam Din v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(1900) 14 C P L R Cr 37 (38), Kasliinath Go pal v. Zinckc. (Do.)] 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 929 (929) : 32 Cr. L. J. 207, Palani Goundan v. Krishnappa. 
2a. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1139 (1140) : 26 Cri L Jour 1501, Thadiappan v. Vcera 

Perumal. 

2b. (1892-96) 1 Upp Bur Bui 290 (292), Queen-Empress v. Hi Te. 
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Section 250 
Notes 12-13 


reasons to be recorded is to afford an opportunity to an appellate or 
revising tribunal to consider tbe sufficiency of tbe reason's . 8 The mere 
statement in the order that “in his opinion, the evidence is highly 
unsatisfactory ,” 4 or that he “finds nothing in the explanation to justify 
that the complaint was not false and either frivolous or vexatious ,” 5 
or “that no case is made out against the accused and some of the 
accused were added vexatiously ,” 0 is not a good reason for making an 
order under this section. The reasons must be in addition to and apart 
from the finding of the Magistrate that the accusation was either 
frivolous or vexatious , 7 such as that the object of the complainant 
was to harass the accused . 8 But it has been held in some decisions 9 
that the Magistrate is only bound to give reasons for ordering 
compensation and not for his finding that the accusation is false 
and frivolous or vexatious. 

13. Amount and nature of compensation. — The compensa- 
tion awarded to each accused should not exceed one hundred rupees. 
The section does not mean that if there are a number of accused, the 
total amount awarded to all must not exceed one hundred rupees . 1 

Money ordered to be paid as compensation under this section is 
not a fine 2 though it is made recoverable under S. 517 as if it were a 
fine . 3 The sum awarded as compensation is by way of amends or 


3. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 99 (99,100) : 39 Cri L Jour 378, Bliagwandin v. Jagdat. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 2G9 (270) : 38 Cr. L. J. 191, Krishna Daft v. Brahma Datt. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1139 (1139,1140) : 26 Cri L Jour 1501, Thadiappan v. Vccra 

Perumal. 

[Sec (’06) 3 Cr.L.J. 390 (391) : 10 C WN 544, Amjad Ali x. Ashraf Ali. (In this 
case the judgment did not contain statement of the facts, nor any criticism of 
the incidents involved nor any reasons why the case was considered to be 
frivolous — Hence High Court set aside order for compensation.)] 

4. (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 390 (391) : 10 C W N 544, Amjad Ali v. Ashraf Ali. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 113 (113,114) : 30 Cri L Jour 458, Pir Mahomed v. Yacoob. 

5. (’40) Am 1940 Rang 110 (111) : 41 Cri L Jour 506, Ma Pu x. Mating Tun Pc. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 99 (100) : 39 Cri L Jour 378, Bliagwandin x. Jagdat. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 15G (156,157) : 26 S LR299 : 33 Cr.L.J. 644, Salehx. Emperor. 
[See (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 301 (301,302) : 38 Cri L Jour 999, Chidambaram x. 
Chand Ali.)] 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1139 (1139,1140) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1501, Thadiappan x. Yecra 
Perumal. 

7. (’25) Am 1925 Mad 1139 (1140) : 26 Cri L Jour 1501, Thadiappan x. Yeera 
Perumal. 

8. (’30) Am 1930 Mad 929 (930): 32 Cr.L.J. 207, Palani Goundanx. Krishnappa. 

9. (’36) Am 1936 Rang 230 (232) : 37 Cr. L. J. 773 : 14 Rang 378, Ma Sin x. Mg. 
Mating Lay. 

(’36) Am 1936 Sind 240 (242) : 38 Cri L Jour 121 : 30 S L R 359, Talib Delawar 
v. Sajan Saleh. 

Note 13 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 All 295 (296) : 27 Cri L Jour 702, Fariduddin x. Emperor. 

2. (’03) 26 Mad 127 (129, 130), In the matter of Byravalu Baidu. 

(’70) 2 N W P H G R 430 (431), Queen v. Gopal. 

(’94) 8 C P L R Cr 13 (14), Empress x. Babia Koshti. 

[See however (1862-65) 1 Bom HCE Cr 181 (181), Beg x. Ycllappa Mudalcappa. 
(’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 53 (53), Prubhoo Dyall x. Moolcha.] 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat, 301 (301) : 33 Cr.L.J. 958 (F B), Bamchanderx. Emperor. 
(’94) 21 Cal 979 (984), Bamjeevan v. Durgacharan. (When the case was decided 

S. 250 itself provided that such compensation was recoverable as if it were a fine.) 
(’01) 28 Cal 164 (166), Lai Mahomad Shaikh x. Satcowari Biswas. (Do.) 



FALSE, FRIVOLOUS OR VEXATIOUS ACCUSATIONS 1170 


compensation to the accused and should not be credited to the Govern- 
ment . 4 As to the method of recovery of fines, see S. 330. 

The section should not he used as a punitive measure and in 
awarding compensation the Magistrate should ho strictly guided by 
the loss or inconvenience which -the accused has sustained . 3 Any 
misconduct of the accused may also disentitle him to any compensation . 0 

The powers under this section are to he exercised only in fit and 
proper cases and not indiscriminately in every case in which the 
accused is discharged . 7 

1?. Who can be ordered to pay compensation. — Compensation 
under this section can only ho awarded against a person upon whose 
complaint or information the accusation was made, and not against a 
person who did not institute the proceedings hut was only examined 
as a witness . 1 Where a judicial officer makes a complaint under S. 47G 
acting in his judicial capacity, it is not to ho lightly presumed that 
his conduct is vexatious or frivolous and no compensation should be 
awarded against him under this section. 1 " 

Public officers are not exempted from liability under this section 
when they make a complaint . 2 A police-officer making a report in a 
non-cognizciblc case must be tnken to he only making a complaint and 
is not exempt from liability under the section . 3 

The word ‘ person ’ includes also a ' juristic person ’ like a 
corporation. So a municipal committee may he ordered to pay 
•compensation under this section . 4 An obiter dictum has been expressed 
in the undermentioned case 5 to the effect that there is nothing in the 
section to xnnke it non-applicable to the case of even the Crown. 

The question whether a servant is responsible under this section 
for an information lodged on behalf of his master is one of fact and 

4. (’GO) 18GG Pun Re No. 102 Cr, p. 101 (101), Jumna Dass v. Ramla. 

(’09) 1869 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (1), Ghoola v. Ameer Singh. 

(’69) 18G9 Pun Re No. 2G Gr, p. 53 (53, 54), Pruhhoo Dijall v. Madkha. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 29G (296) : 30 Nag L R 15 : 34 Cri L Jour 1163, Emperor v. 
Ranganath Eoshti. 

5. (’81) 1881 All W N 1G7 (168), In the mailer of Sarnam. 

■6. (’01) 1901 Pun L R No. 22, p. G5 (66), Crown v. Ishar Singh. 

7. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 200 (201) : 39 Cr.L.J. 5S7, L.R. Ahrol v. S. L. Sirpaul. 
(Awarding of compensation in frivolous or vexatious cases is discretionary.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 156 (157): 26 Sind LR 299: 33 Cr.L. J.Gii, Saleliv. Emperor. 

Note 14 

1. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 L B R 443 (443), Ma Pwa Yon v. Mating Po Mya. 
la. (’71) 15 Sutli W R Civ 506 (507). 

>(’75) 1 Bom 175 (176), In rc Ecshav Lahshntan. 

2. (’99) 2 Weir 317 (318), Narasaytja v. Ramadas Naidu. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 405 (406) : 54 Cal 371 : 28 Cr. L. J. 316, Radhiha Mohan Das 
v. Hamid Ali. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 134 (135) : 41 Cr. L. J. 789 : I L R (1940) Ear 470 (FB), 
Md. Hashin v. Emperor. 

(’02) 26 Bom 150 (157, 158) : 3 Bom L R 586 (F B), Eing-Empcror v. Sada. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 752 (753) : 6 Sind L B 82 : 17 I. C. 64, Impcrator v. Khushal 
Das. (Information laid by police-officer before Magistrate under S. 51, Bombay 
District Police Act, is complaint for the purposes of S. 250.) 

4. (’23) AIR1923 Lali 31 (31) : 24 Cr. L. J. 463, Municipal Committee, Lahore 
v. Rattanchand. 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 All 206 (209) : 52 All 263 : 31 Cri L Jour 485 (FB), Emperor v. 
Eanvcr Sen. 


Section' 250 
Notes 13-15 
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Section 250 
Notes 44-16 


depends on the question whether the servant is merely the mouth-piece 
of the master or whether he also joins the master in the accusation. 
In the latter case he is liable . 0 

A guardian or next friend of a minor complainant 7 or a person 
who only instigates the giving of false information but who does not 
himself make the complaint or give the information 8 cannot be ordered 
to pay compensation. 

45. To whom compensation can be awarded. — A complaint 
may he well-founded as regards some of the accused and yet vexatious 
and frivolous as regards others. So, where a Magistrate discharges 
one of the accused, and convicts' the other accused, he .can award 
compensation to the accused who is discharged . 1 

46. Imprisonment in default of compensation — Sub-sections 
(2A) and (2B).— Before the amendment in 1923, a Magistrate had no 
power to order imprisonment in default of payment of compensation 
alternatively in the order for payment of compensation itself. He could 
order imprisonment only after the failure to recover the compensation . 1 
But now such an order can be made in the order itself. 

6. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 201 (201, 202) : 5 Ind Cas 693 (Cal), Jagdami Pcrshad v.. 
Mahadeo Kandoo. 

(’99) 2 Weir 31S (318), Khashim Sahibv. DasariRamudu. (Proceedings instituted 
by subordinate officer on information given by superior officer — Subordinate officer 
giving evidence as witness cannot be ordered to pay compensation.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 482 (482) : 12 Ind Cas 90 (Mad), Subramania Pillai v. Pakia 
Nadaichi. (Prosecution sanctioned by police-officer — Charge sheet kid before 
Magistrate by constable — Accused discharged — Award of compensation against 
constable held illegal.) 

(See also (’86) 1886 Rat 309 (309), Queen-Empress v. Bhima. (Executive body 
cannot authorise a servant to prefer a wrongful complaint and so screen the 
complainant from legal penalty.)] 

7. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 13G (137) : 13 Ind Cos S24 (Lah), Isa v. Panon. 

8. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 134 (136) : 41 Cr. L. J. 789 : I L B (1940) Kar 470 (FB), 
Hid. Hasliinv. Emperor. (Section does not apply to punish the real complainant as 
against the formal complainant.) 

(’18) AIR 191S Sind 25 (25) : 12 Sind L R 76 : 20 Cr. L.J. 100, Emperor v. Sumar. 

Note 15 

1. (’82) 5 Mad 381 (382) ; 2 Weir 316, Number v. Ambu. 

(’77) 1877 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 31 (32), Gohra Shaha v. Avnra. 

Note 16 

1. (’70) 2NWPHCB 430 (431), Queen v. Gopal. 

(’96) IS All 96 (97) : 1895 AWN 241, Queen-Empress v. Punna. 

(’97) 19 All 73 (74) : 1896 AWN 180, Manjhli v. Manik Ghand. (Overruled on 
another point in 26 All 512.) 

(’92) 1892 Rat 611 (611), Queen-Empress v. Hari. 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr M(G5),Bishcshwarv.Bishwambar. (Compensation awarded 
— Complainant admitting that he has no goods — Magistrate can proceed to- 
imprison him in civil jail — But warrant of distress cannot be issued simultaneously 
with order of imprisonment.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 979 (985), Ramjccvan Kurmi v. Durga Gliaran. 

(’95) 22 Cal 586 (588), Shib Nath Chong v. Sarat Chundcr Sarkar. 

(’01) 28 Cal 164 (166), Lai Mahmud v. Satcowri. 

(’01) 28 Cal 251 (252), Parshi Hajra v. Bandhi Dhanuk. (Overruled by 30 Cal 
123 on another point.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 213 (214), Priya Nath Bosov. Basanta Kumar Singh. 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 214 (215), Sxichanchi Kolitani v. Dom Kolita. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 548 (54S) : 15 Cri L Jour 150, Lalit Mohan v. Kxmja Behari. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 436 (437) : 18 Cr.L.J. 1014, Ram Narayan v. Atul Chandra. 
(’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 53 (54), Prubhoo Dyall v. Mookha. 
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The Magistrate has no power to order that the sentence of 
imprisonment in default shall take effect after a term of civil detention 
which the complainant was undergoing at the time.'- The term of 
thirty days’ imprisonment can be imposed in respect of each of several 
accused in whose favour payment of compensation has been ordered 
though the aggregate term of imprisonment exceeds thirty days . 3 
Where a portion of the compensation is recovered, the person ordered 
to pay compensation is liable to imprisonment only for a proportionate 
part of the period of one mouth mentioned in this section . 4 [Sub-s.(2B).] 

17. No exemption from civil or criminal liability — Sub- 
section (2C). — The compensation awarded under this section does 
not deprive the person compensated, of his right to further redress, 
either by a regular civil suit or a criminal prosecution against the 
person ordered to pay compensation under this section . 1 

An order for payment of compensation does not debar the Magis- 
trate from directing the prosecution of the complainant under s.476 
for an offence under S. 211 of the Penal Code.- Nor does the starting 
of the prosecution of the complainant bar an order for compensation 
under the section . 3 The question whether a Magistrate is to act under 


(’00; 1896 Pan Be No. 13 Cr, p. 3G (3G), Queen-Empress v. Asa Hand. 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 39 (40), Crown v. Haviir Chand. 

(’03) 26 Mad 127 (129, 130), In the matter of Byravalu Naidu. 

(’95) 2 Weir 320 (320, 321), In re U enhatarayappa. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad G2S (G29) : 17 Cri L Jour 314 (315), Dhamthodi Asari v. 
Muthuswami Aiycr. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 762 (7G2) : 17 C P L R 104, Bhhca Eunbi v. Eamji. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 108 (109) : 21 Cri L Jour 220, Balcaji v. Muhund Singh. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 211 (211) : 21 Cri L Jour 751, Ahloo Mistri v. Nawbat Lai. 
(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 71 (71), Queen-Empress v. Nga Myii.' 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 724 (724, 725) 3 Low Bur Rul 32, King-Emperor v. Pan Aung. 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 202 (203) : 3 Rang 93 : 2G Cr. L. J. 821, Emperor v. Ma 
Eh a Giji. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 110 (110) : 41 Cri L Jour 500, Ma Pu v. Mg. Tun Pc. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 202 (202, 203) : 3 Rang 93 : 2G Cri L Jour 821, Emperor v. 

Ma Eha Gyi. 

4. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 320 (320), Quccn-Emprcss v. Ma Ea Ya. 

Note 17 

1. (’03) 30 Cal 123 (129) : G C W N 799 (FB), Beni Madhub v. Kumud Kumar. 
(’70) 2NWPHCR58 (58, 59), Adram v. Harbullub. 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudlr 558 (558) : 2G Cri L Jour 527, Hafts Khan v. Emperor. 
(’98) 21 Mad 237 (239) : 2 Weir 312, Adikltan v. Alagan. 

(’67) 2 Weir 311 (311). 

(’75) Weir 3rd Edn. 908 (908). 

(’17) AIR 1917 Sind 19 (20) : 18 Cr. L. J. 414 (414, 415):10 S.L.R. 162, Alla Bux 
v. Emperor. 

[But see (’95) 22 Cal 586 (588), Shib Nath Chong v. Sarat Chunder. (It was 
never intended that recourse should be had to the provision of S. 560, Code of 
1882, (corresponding to S. 250 in the present Code) in a case in which the trying 
Magistrate is of opinion that the complainant should be prosecuted for au offence 
under S. 211, Penal Code.)] 

See also S. 476 Note 1. 

3. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 9 (10) : 6 Beng L R 296, Queen v. Rupan Rai. 

(’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 48 (48, 49): 1901 PLR 10Q, Mat lira Das v. Raja. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 597 (598) : 1904 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, Mullca v. Fattch Muhammad. 
[It is not illegal but only improper to order compensation under S. 250 and also 
sanction prosecution under S. 211, Penal Code.)] 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 231 (232) (Lah), Nanhe Khan v. Ghanhaya. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 437 (437) : 20 I. C. 597 : 7 Sind L R 10, Achar v. Piru Shah. 
(Magistrate can proceed both under S. 250 and S. 476 at the same time.) 
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Section 250 this section, or prosecute the complainant under S. 211, Penal Code, or 

•Motes 17-19 to do both, is in the discretion of the Magistrate himself and depends 

upon the facts of each particular case. If prosecution is necessary on 
grounds of public policy, it would be a wrong exercise of his discretion, 
if he were to act under this section instead of instituting a prosecution. 

If prosecution, on the other hand, is unnecessary on grounds of public 
policy, an order under this section, instead of a prosecution will not 
be wrong . 4 The fact that the Magistrate did not desire to act under 
this section cannot also preclude him from directing the prosecution 
of the complainant . 5 

The compensation awarded, will of course, be considered in passing 
.sentence in the event of a conviction as the result of the prosecution . 0 

18. Abatement. — Where the accused to whom compensation 
has been ordered, dies just after the complainant has filed his revision 
in the High Court, no order can be passed on the petition as no notice 
•can be served and no proceedings can be taken against a dead person . 1 
But where the complainant dies, after filing a revision against an order 
of compensation, the application does not abate but can be prosecuted 
by his legal representatives . 2 

19. Appeal — Sub-section (3). — Before the amendment of 
1891, no appeal lay against the order for compensation . 1 Sub-s. (3) now 
provides for an appeal. 

Before the amendment of 1923, no appeal lay against an order ) 

under this section passed by a first class Magistrate . 2 Sub-section(S) 
now provides for such an appeal if the amount awarded exceeds rupees 
fifty. No appeal lies against the order of a single judge of the High 
Court in revision from an order under this section . 3 An appeal lies 
when the total amount ordered to be paid exceeds rupees fifty even 
though the amount to be paid to each of the accused, where there are 
more than one, does not exceed that sum . 4 Where an order for 

(’98) 21 Mad 237 (239) : 2 Weir 312, Adihhan v. Alagan. 

4. (’03) 27 Mad 59 (60, Gl):l Cr.L.J. 280:2 Weir 313, InthcmattcrofTami Rcddi. 

[ See (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 81 (83) : 20 Cri L Join* 226, Lalji Hari v. Emperor. 

(Order to pay compensation under S. 250 passed — Subsequent order calling upon 
complainant to show cause why prosecution under S. 211, Penal Code, should not 
be sanctioned, held, not justified under the particular circumstances of the case.)] 

'5. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 521 (522) : 12 Ind Cas 289 (U B), Ma Ma v. Emperor. 

•6. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 597 (598):1904 Pun Re No. 6 Cr, Mulk v. Fatteh Muhammad. 

Note 18 

1. (’93) 1S93 Rat 634 (634), Govinela v. Kcshava Bao. 

2. (’08) 9 Cr. L. J. 103 (103,104): 1908 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, Prem Singh v. Bholci. >' 

See also S. 431 Note 1 and S. 439 Note 43. j 

Note 19 A' 

1. (’91) 1891 All W N 120 (120, 121), Queen-Empress v. Harcleo Singh. 

■(’88) 1888 Rat 409 (410), Queen-Empress v. Nagya. 

2. (’99) 1 Bom L R 350 (351), Queen-Empress v. Biru. 

(’95) 8 C P L R Cr 13 (14), Empress v. Babia Koshti. 

3. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 418 (418, 419): 19 Cr. L. J. 208, In re Eandasami Pillai. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 All 247 (248) : 27 Cri L Jour 146, ML Sumaria v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Bom 129 (129) : 49 Bom 440 : 26 Cri L Jour 480, Pereira v. 

Darning Pascol. 

<’28) AIR 1928 Lali G3S (638) : 9 Lah 462 : 29 Cri L Jour 430, Sarah Dial v. 

Bir Singh. 
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compensation is appealed against, the accused should, on the principle 
of audi alteram partem, receive notice thereof and the Court hearing 
the appeal would he exercising a proper discretion to give notice to the 
accused in such cases. 6 See also s. 422. An appellate Court can go into 
all the facts of the case, in order to determine whether the case is false 
and vexatious. 0 But an appellate Court will not set aside an order for 
compensation except for very cogent reasons inasmuch as the power 
to award compensation is discretionary with the Magistrate. 7 As to 
whether additional evidence can he recorded hy the appellate Court in 
an appeal under this section, see Note 3 to S. 428. 

20. Revision. — The High Court has ample jurisdiction to revise 
and examine an order under this section, in the exercise of its ordinary 
revisional powers and under S. 435, 1 though it will not interfere when 
no prejudice is caused. 2 

The High Court can also entertain a revision petition in the first 
instance, though ordinarily it is the practice not to entertain it without 
its being presented to the Sessions Judge or the District Magistrate. 3 

An accused person after his acquittal is not an accused within 
S. 439(2), and hence has no right to be heard in a revision petition 
against an order for compensation under this section. 4 


(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 70 (70, 71) : 26 Cri L .Tour 1504, Sohlrit Mallah v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 19 (20): 19 SindLR 60:26 Cr.L.J. 1295, Assanmalx.Dilbar. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 176 (177) : 30 Or. L. ,T. 905, Shaft Mahomed v. Kamruddin. 

5. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 075 (675, 676) : 25 Cr. L. J. 209, Bamchand v. Jcsa Bam. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 545 (546) : 34 Cri L Jour 533, Lachhman v. Babu. (Order by 

appellate Court passed without notice to accused is not bad in law — But very 
often notice in such case is desirable.) 

(’05) 3 Cri L Jour 459 (459) : 29 Mad 187, Emperor v. Palaniappa Velan. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 150 (150, 151) : 1 1. C. 79 : 33 Mad 89, Nagi Bcddi v. Bassappa. 
(Notice legally, not necessary — High Court will not interfere on the ground of 
want of notice unless there is some irregularity of the order of lower Court.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 940 (940, 942) : 16 Cri L Jour 128 (128, 129, 130) : 38 Mad 
1091, Venhatarama Aiyar v. Krishna Aiyar. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 281 (281) : 22 Cri L Jour 583, Krishna Konc v. Narayana 
Bass. (9 Cri L Jour 150, followed.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 143 (144): 20 SindLR 41 : 27 Cr.L.J. 248, Momoon v. Ibrahim. 
[See (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1054 (1055) : 53 Cal 969 : 27 Cri L Jour 1086, Bliarasa 
Notv v. Suhdco. (Costs and compensation awarded to complainant under S. 545 
— Appeal by accused — Complainant held should have been served with notice.)] 
[But sec (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 357 (357) : 8 Lah 568 : 28 Cri L Jour 416, Bashid 
Muhammad Khan v. Emperor. (In such cases Crown being the real respondent 
notice to accused is not necessary.)] 

6. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 120 (121): 58 Cal 1436 : 33 Cri L Jour 269, Surendra Nath 
v. Basanta Chandra. 

7. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 200 (201) : 39 Cr.L.J. 587, L. B. Abrol v. S. L. Sirpaul. 

Note 20 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 269 (270) : 38 Cr.L. J. 191, Krishna Datt v. Brahma Datt. 
(Order for compensation without recording reasons is irregular and can be set 
aside in revision.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 351 (351) : 21 Cri L Jour 767, Harris v. Peal. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 All 674 (675), Debi Prasad v. Emperor. 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 268 (269) : 14 I. C. 652 (All), Gulzari Lai v. Gunga Bam. 
A. (’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 24 (26), Empress v. Lai. (Cf. Note 18, Pt. (1) 

above. However notice may very properly be given to the accused to enable him 
to support the award in his favour.) 
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1484 CHAPTER XXI. 

Op the Trial of Warrant-Cases by Magistrates. 

Procedure in 251 .* The following procedure shall 
warrant-cases. ] 3e observed by Magistrates in the trial of 

warrant-cases. 

Synopsis 

1. “Trial,” meaning of. See Notes on S. 4 (1) (k). 

2. “Warrant-case.” 

3. Effect of non-compliance with provisions. 

4. Change of procedure subsequent to commencement of trial. 

5. Joint trial of offences triable as summons and warrant-cases. 

See Notes under S. 241. 

6. Presidency Magistrates, procedure of. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Issue of summons instead of warrant. See Note 2. 

Procedure for summons-cases, warrant-cases and Sessions eases compared and 
contrasted. Sec S. 254 Notes 2 and 3 ; Ss. 241, 206. 

Splitting of warrant-case into summons-cases. See Note 2. 

Trial — Commencement. See S. 252 Note 2 ; S. 256 Note 3. 

Trial of warrant-case as a summons-case. See Note 3. 

4. “Trial,” meaning of. — See Notes on section 4 (l) (k). 

2. “Warrant-case.” — For definition of warrant- case, see 
section 4 (l) (w). 

Where the offence is one triable as a warrant-case, the fact that 
a summons instead of a warrant was issued under S. 20-1, does not affect 
the character of the offence and it cannot he tried as a summons-case. 1 
Similarly, where an offence is triable as a warrant-case, the Magistrate 
cannot split it up into its component parts which constitute minor 
offences so as to be able to try the case as a summons-case. 1 

3. Effect of non-compliance with provisions. — It has been 
held in the undermentioned cases 1 that where a Magistrate tries a 
warrant-case as a summons-case and acquits the accused, the order of 
acquittal operates only as an order of discharge under S. 253 and not 
as an order of acquittal. See also Note 19 to S. 537. 

5. Change of procedure subsequent to commencement of- 
trial. — Where the offence charged at the commencement of proceed- 
ings against the accused is triable as a warrant-case and the trial is 
commenced as a warrant-case, it is not open to the Magistrate thereafter 
to abandon the procedure prescribed for the trial of warrant-cases and 
adopt that of summons-cases on the ground that the accused appears 

* 1882 : S. 251; 1872 : S. 213; 1861 : Nil. 

Section 251 — Note 2 

1. (’68) 10 Sutli \V E Cr 31 (31), Nund Lall v. Bhagirally. 

2. (’21) AIE 1921 All 282 (284) : 22 Gri L Jour 146, Ganga Saran v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’88) 1888 All W N 96 (97), Empress v. Lajja Bam. 

(’86) 1886 All W N 260 (260), Empress v. Jadu. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 58 (58), In re Shoodun Mini die. 

(’69) 12 Suth W E Cr G5 (66) : 4 Beng L E A Cr 1, Queen v. Gohcrdhan Bora.. 

[See also (’98) 22 Bom 711 (713), In re Samsudin.] 

See also S. 245 Note 5 and S. 403 Note 14. 
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v. 

to have committed only an offence triable as a summons-case, when 
such course is likely to prejudice the accused in his defence, 1 Similarly, 
a Magistrate who has commenced a trial under this chapter (chapter 2i) 
cannot subsequently change the procedure to one under chapter 22 
(summary trials), as such a course would be prejudicial to the interests 
of the accused, 2 But where the irregularity has not in fact occasioned 
a failure of justice it will not invalidate the trial. 3 

5. Joint trial of offences triable as summons and warrant-cases. — 

See Notes under Section 241. 

6. Presidency Magistrates, procedure of. — The provisions 
of this chapter are applicable to trials before Presidency Magistrates 
except in so far as their applicability is otherwise specifically excluded. 1 

252 .* (i) When the accused, appears or is 
Evidence for brought before a Magistrate, such Magis- 
prosecution. trate shall proceed to hear the complainant 

(if any) and take all such evidence as may he produced 
in support of the prosecution : 

Provided that the Magistrate shall not he hound 
to hear any person as complainant in any case in 
•which the complaint has been made by a Court. 

*1882 : S. 252 ; 1872 : Ss. 214, 190, 362, Para. 1 ; 

1861 : Ss. 249, 186, 193. 


Note 4 

1. (’21) AIE 1921 All 282 (2S4) : 22 Cri L Jour 14G, Ganga Saran v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 270 (270) : 28 Cri L Jonr 227, Govind v. Emperor. 

(’87) 1SS7 Pun Eg No. 17 Cr, p. 34 (3G), Empress v. Ghulavi Hosain. 

<'1G) AIR 19 1G Mad G10 (G10) : 10 Cr. L. J. 250 (251), In rc Appavu Padayachi. 

(’28) AUt 1928 Lah 294 (295) : 29 Cr. L. J. 235, Devi Dayal v. Ml. Rattan Devi, 

(’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 083 (683, G84) : 03 Ind Cas G19 (Pat), Mnnshi Tcli v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’25) AIE 1925 Oudh 200 (200) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1271, Ram Ratanv.Ram 
Sagar. (Summons-case tried as warrant-case — Procedure not to be changed to 
that of summons-case.)] 

[See however (’84) 7 Mad 454 (457) : 2 Weir 551, Queen-Empress v. Papadu .] 

[But see (’23) AIE 1923 Mad 439 (440) : 24 Cri L Jour 469, Ycnkatrama Iyer v. 
Sundaram Filial. (Accused entitled to acquittal under S. 247 on complainant’s 
failure to appear at hearing.)] 

See also S. 256 Note 2. 

2 . (’74) 21 Sutli W R Cr 89 (91), Divarkanaili Mazoomdar v. Nalu Das . 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 105 (106) : 24 Cr. L. J. 167, Gosta Behary v. Baisram Das. 

[But see (’99) 22 Mad 459 (400) : 2 Weir 254, Queen-Empress v. Rangamani. 
(Commitment proceedings — Magistrate finding original charges not sustainable 
but charge of other offence triable summarily maintainable — He can try 
summarily for such offence instead of discharging accused if he has acted bona 
fide in the interests of justice.) 

(’04) 1 All L Jour 272 n (273a), Basudco v. King-Emperor.'] 

3. (’17) AIR 1917 Sind 69 (70) ; 18 Cr. L. J. 621 (621) : 10 Sind L E 185, Adoo 
v. Emperor. (Stealing a cow and taking it to slaughter-yard is not trivial offence.) 

Note 6 

1. (’32) AIE 1932 Cal 865 (865) : 33 Cr. L. J. 828, Raghubir Kahar v. Emperor. 
(Presidency Magistrate is bound to frame charge under S. 254.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 14 (15): 16 Cr.L.J. 53S {639), DosabhaiJ. Dhondyv. Emperor. 

{'91) 1891 Eat 539 (540), Queen-Empress v. Abdul. (Offence of adultery cannot 
be tried summarily by a Presidency Magistrate.) 


Section 251 
Notes 4-6 
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Section 252 
Notes 1-3 


(2) Tlie Magistrate shall ascertain, from the 
complainant or otherwise the names of any persons 
likely to he acquainted with the facts of the case and 
to he able to give evidence for the prosecution, and 
shall summon to give evidence before himself such of 
them as he thinks necessary. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “Appears or is brought.” 

4. “Shall proceed to hear the com- 

plainant.” 

5. “Take all such evidence as may 

be produced in support of the 
prosecution." 

6. Proviso to sub-section (1). 


7. “Shall ascertain” — Sub-sec- 
tion (2). 

8. Process-fee. See Notes to 

S. 544. 

9. Production and inspection 

of documents. 

10. Cross-examination of witnesses. 

11. Procedure under the section — 

Trial or inquiry. See S. 4 (1) (k). 

12. Revision. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Duty confined to ready evidence. See 
Note 5. 

Duty of prosecution and inference from 
non-examination. See Note 5. 

Duty to summon witnesses. See Note 7. 
Hearing — Not examination. See Note 4. 


Irregularity in arrest. See Note 3. 
Section mandatory. See Note 5. 
Subsequent list of witnesses. See Note 5. 
Vakil’s admissions. See S. 205 and 
S. 255, Note 7. 

Warrant to a witness. See Note 7. 


4. Legislative changes. 

(1) The Code of 18G1 did not contain any express provision entitling 
the accused to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses before the 
framing of the charge. The Code of 1872 contained such express 
provisions. (Sections 218, 191, 214.) The express provisions were omitted 
in the later Codes. 

(2) The proviso to sub-s.(l) has been added by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVHI of 1923. [Cf. S. 200 (aa) and S. 244, 
proviso.] 

2. Scope of the section. — This section requires that the trial of 
a warrrant-case must commence with the hearing of the complainant (if 
any) and the examination of the prosecution witnesses. The Magistrate 
has no power to forthwith require the accused to state his plea and on 
his admission of his guilt, convict him without taking any evidence 
as in a summons-case. 1 (see ss. 242 and 243.) 

This section, like the other sections in this chapter, applies to 
warrant-cases generally. Hence, it applies to a case started on a police 
challan. 2 

3. “Appears or is brought.” — This section empowers the 
Magistrate to proceed with the trial of an accused person whenever he 
appears or is “brought before a Magistrate.” The legality or otherwise 
of the arrest under which the accused is brought before the Magistrate 


Section 252 — Note 2 

1. (’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 231 (231, 232) : 29 Mad 372, Emperor v. Chinnapayan. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 390 (391) : 1940 N L J 449 (450), Hansraj v. Emperor. 
[See (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 103 (104) : 39 Cr. L. J.- 62, Rabat Ali v. Md. Murad.] 
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does not affect the jurisdiction of the Magistrate to try the accused. 1 

As to the right of the accused to appear by pleader, see S. 205 and 
Notes thereunder. 

“Shall proceed to hear the complainant.” — This section 
only requires that the complainant should be heard. It does not 
require the examination of the complainant on oath. 1 

The Magistrate must proceed to hear the case though the 
complainant wishes to withdraw his complaint. 2 The reason is that 
in warrant-cases the complainant is not entitled to withdraw his 
complaint. See S. 248 and Notes thereunder. 

5. “ Take all such evidence as may be produced in support 
of the prosecution.” — This section casts upon the Magistrate the- 
duty of taking all the evidence produced on behalf of the prosecution 
unless it is irrelevant. 1 But this duty applies only to the evidence 
which is ready when the case is taken up for hearing and the 
Magistrate is not bound to go on taking the evidence that may be 
offered subsequently from time to time. 2 


Note 3 

1. (’ll) 12 Ori L Jour 35G (35G) : 10 I. C. 95G : 35 Bom 225 (SB), Emperor v. 
Yinayalc Eamodar. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 535 (537) : 31 Cal 557, Emperor v. Madho Dhobi. 

(’99) 1899 Pun Re No. G Cr, p. 17 (18), Sobha v. Empress. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Sind 1G1 (163, 1G4) : 29 Cr. L. J. 1089, Wheeler v. Emperor. 

(’03) 2G Mad 124 (125) : 1 Weir G30, Public Prosecutor v. Bavalu Kcsigadu. 
(Case under Madras Abkari Act S. 34 — Power of a Circle Inspector to arrest 
accused in another circle.) 

[See however (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 131 (133, 134) : 49 Bom 212 : 2G Cr. L. J. 441,. 
Candri Bawoo v. Emperor.] 

See also S. 46 Note G, S. 177 Note 8, S. 190 Note 17 nnd S. 537 Note 9. 

Note 4 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 12G (128) : 23 Cri L Jour 203, In re Eunlii Eadir. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 229 (230) : 30 Cr. L. J. 942, Saniiram Mandal v. Emperor. 

[See also (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 515 (520) : 3G Cr. L. J. 1354 : 15 Pat G9, Ecwal Bam- 
x. Emperor. (Conviction not vitiated by absence of examination of complainant.)- 
(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 103 (104) : 39 Cr. L. J. G2, Baliat Ali v. Md. Murad. (Failure 
to examine complainant does not vitiate trial.)] 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 7 (8), Narasimhalu Naidu v. Naina Pillai. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 174 (174, 175) : 5 Rang 136 : 28 Cr. L. J. 649, Mating Thu 
Dau) v. U Po Nyun. (Public Prosecutor on the instructions from the District 
Magistrate may however withdraw the prosecution.) 

(’89) 13'Bom 600 (603), In re Ganesh Narayan Sathc, 

Note 5 

1. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 272 (273) (Lab), Mt. Bcgam Bibi v. Ghulam Mohammad. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 412 (412) : 20 I. C. 236 (All), Gohul Chand v. Mahdbir Misir . 

(Complaint dismissed on examination of one out of several prosecution witnesses 
— Procedure illegal.) 

(’69) 1869 Rat 21 (21, 22), Beg. x. Daya Kcsur. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 825 (825): 16 Cr.L.J. 156 (157), V enhatappayya v. Venkata - 
ramanayya. (Magistrates should always be chary of taking upon themselves the 
duties of deciding on behalf of the parties which witnesses should be examined.) 

L See (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 374 (377) : 30 Nag L R 76 : 35 Cri L Jour 404, Tulsidas 
v. Chetandas. (Whether witness is necessary or not should be determined by 
complainant and not by Magistrate.)] 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 103 (104) : 39 Cr. L. J.- 62, Rabat Ali v. Md. Murad. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 430(431):15 CriL Jour 363, GovindSahaix. Emperor. (Case under 

S. 110, Cr. P. C. — Twenty witnesses named by the police at the beginning were- 
examined — Further, thirty-one witnesses were also examined — Transfer ordered.) 
(’26) APR 1926 Mad 989 (990) : 49 Mad 978 : 27 Cri L Jour 1123, K. C. Menon v. 
Krishna Nayar. (Magistrate not bound to grant time for production of evidence.)’ 


Section 252. 
Notes 3-5. 
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.■Section 252 
Motes 5-7 


When a Magistrate, for sufficient reasons, refuses to issue a 
commission, or to move the District Magistrate for issue of a commis- 
sion, for the examination of a witness, he cannot be deemed to have 
refused, or omitted to take the evidence produced in support of the 
prosecution. 3 

When witnesses are common to a number of cases before the 
Court, the evidence in each case should ho taken separately. It is not 
proper to take the depositions in one case and have them copied and 
used in another case. 4 

As to the right of the prosecution to lead evidence after the 
accused has entered on his defence, see S. 256 and Notes thereunder. 

On general principles the duty of the prosecution is not to work 
for a conviction, but to see that justice is done and it is hound to 
produce all witnesses who are acquainted with the facts of the case 
although they may not favour the prosecution, unless their evidence 
is unnecessary or there is reasonable ground for believing that they 
will not speak the truth. 5 Where a material witness is withheld by the 
prosecution without any sufficient cause, the Court can draw an 
inference that his evidence if produced will be against the prosecution. 
'See Evidence Act, S. 114, Illustration (g). c See also Notes under 
■sections 20S, 244 and 2SG. 

6. Proviso to sub-section (1). — For cases where the complaint 
of a Court is necessary for taking cognizance of an offence, see S. 195. 

7. “ Shall ascertain ” — Sub-section (2). — The Magistrate is 
bound under this section, to ascertain from the complainant or other- 
wise the names of any persons who arc likely to be acquainted with 
the facts of the caso and to he able to give evidence for the prosecution 
and he may summon to give evidence before himself such of them as 
he thinks necessary. 1 In discharge of this obligation, the Magistrate 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 398 (399): 1937 RLE 159 : 39 Cr. L. J. 29, D. E. Nath 
v. P. K. Nath. 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 19G (197):50 Cal 223: 24 Cr.L..T. 198, Maeahur Alix. Emperor. 
[See also (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 23 (24), Tuhhcya v. Tupscc Koocr .] 

See also S. 244 Note 3 and Notes under S. 356. 

5. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 305 (308, 309) : 28 Bom 479 : G Bom L E 324, Emperor v. 
Bal Gangadhar Ttfak. 

(’05) 9 Cal W N 438 (439) : 2 Cri L .Tour 17G, Munui Sonar v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal GOO (G02) : GO Cal 13G1 : 35 Cr.L.J. 33, Bliiiban Bejoyv. Emperor. 

(Prosecution not bound to produce witnesses who are not likely to tell the truth.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Lab 5G5 (5GG) : 1G Cri L Jour 2G6, Sardar Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (315) : 19 Cr. L. J. 81, Ashraf Ali v. Emperor. (If witness 
can on reasonable grounds, bo regarded as an accomplice, prosecution need not 
produce and examine him.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 4G (48) : 28 Cri L Jour 8G8, Prabhu Dusadh v. Emperor. 

(Unnecessary witnesses need not be produced.) 

See also S. 208 Note 7 and S. 286 Note G. 

€. (’19) AIR 1919 Lah 158 (159) : 20 Cri L Jour 519, Emperor v. Amolah Bam. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 98 (100) : 28 Cri L Jour 906, Jogi Baut v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 355 (358) : 19 Pat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 192 (197) : I L R (1936) Nag 205 : 38 Cr.L.J. 307, Thalair Das 
v. Narayan. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 989(990):49 Mad 978:27 Cr.L.J. 1123, Mcnonx. Krishna Nayar. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. G82 (082) : 21 1. C. 1002 (All), Sital Singh v. Dalganjan Singh. 
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must specifically question the complainant as to whether he knows 
of any witnesses who will have to he summoned. The Magistrate is 
not hound or expected to exercise this duty of ascertaining more than 
once, and'tlie proper time for such ascertainment is when the evidence 
already “produced” in support of the jnosecution has been taken . 2 

The Magistrate is not bound to summon every one of the witnesses 
named by the complainant: he must only summon such of the 
witnesses as he thinks necessary .* J But he cannot arbitrarily refuse to 
summon any witness: he should issue summons to all witnesses named 
by the complainant, who, he considers, are likely to give useful 
evidence .' 1 This power of summoning witnesses named by the com- 
plainant may be exercised from time to time ns the occasion requires . 5 

The section only authorizes the issue of a summons to a witness, 
and a warrant for his arrest can be issued only if the conditions laid 
down in S. 90 are satisfied . 0 See also the undermentioned case . 7 

It is open to a Magistrate, under this sub-section, to take such 
evidence as he considers necessary in order to find whether an offence 
has really been committed or not, even if the complainant states that 
ho does not wish to proceed with the complaint . 8 

8. Process-fee. — Sec Notes to S. 514. 


{’25) AIE 1925 Oudh GG7 (667) : 2G Cr. L. ,T. 126G, Emperor v. Maiku Lai. (Duty 
ot seeing that all evidence essential to the prosecution case is before the Court 
is thrown by the Code upon the Magistrate himself— Jlence it is not open to n 
Magistrate to acquit on the ground that the prosecution has failed to produce a 
necessary witness.) 

2. (’26) AIR 1920 Mad 989 (990, 991) : 49 Mad 978 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1123, Ii. C. Mcnon 
v. P. Krishna Nayar. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Fat 355 (358) : 19 Fat 413, Musahru v. Emperor. 

{'38) AIR 1938 Nag 103 (105) : 39 Cri L -Tour G2, liahat Ali v. Aid. Murad. (It is 
only where a list is unduly long and appears to have been filed vexntiously 
that the Magistrates should avail themselves of tho power to scrutinize the list to 
prevent harassment of theaccused and an unwarranted prolongation of the trial.) 

(’33) AIR 1938 Lah 444 (445) : 39 Cr.L.J. 624, Ghalam Mohiyuddin v. Sardara, 
(Magistrate is bound to summon at Government expense such of complainant’s 
witnesses as he considers necessary — Mere fact that same case was investigated 
by police and no challan was put up is no ground for refusal.) 

{’14) AIR 1914 All 52G (526) : 14 Cri L Jour G82 (G82), Sital Singh v. Dalganjan 
Singh. (Where a fresh list of witnesses is put in by the complainant after the 
first hearing, it is irregular on the part of the Court to accept the list without 
scrutiny.) 

{’26) AIR 1926 Mad 989 (990) : 49 Mad 978 : 27 Cri L Jour 1123, 1C. C. Mcnon v. 
P. Krishna Nayar. 

{’14) AIR 1914 All 430 (431) : 15 Cri L Jour 363, Govind Sahai v. Emperor. 

{'75) 23 Suth W R Cr 9 (9), Jcldhari Singh v. Shunkur Loyal. 

4 . (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 989 (991) : 49 Mad 978 : 27 Cri L Jour 1123, K. C. Mcnon 
v. P. Krishna Nayar. 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 192 (197) : I L R(193G) Nag 205 : 38 Cr. L. J. 307, 
Thakurdas v Narayan. (Magistrate refusing to summon witness cited by com- 
plainant even before prosecution has begun — It amounts to grave error.)) 

5 . (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 390 (391): 1940 Nag L Jour 449 (450), Eansraj v. Emperor. 

6. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 275 (275) (Lah), llala Singh v. Emperor. (In a case under 
S. 498, 1. P. C., there is no legal sanction for the Magistrate to issue a warrant 
for compelling the complainant’s wife to attend as a witness, without first 
requiring her to attend by a summons as laid down under S. 252, Cr. P. C.) 

7 . (’73) 1873 Pun Re No. 4 Cr, p, 5 (5), Groivn v. Butlun Singh 

8. (’37) 1937 Mad W N 727 (727, 728), N agasiuami Naidu v. Kamasivamy Naicken. 

2Cr.94. 
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Section 252 
Notes 9-10 


9. Production and inspection of documents. — Where during 
the examination of the complainant several documents are produced as 
evidence against the accused, and arc admitted by the Magistrate and 
marked as exhibits, the accused is entitled to the inspection of all 
documents filed as exhibits in the case and such inspection should not 
be refused with the direction that he may apply for and obtain 
certified copies . 1 

10. Cross-examination of witnesses. — This section does not 
expressly refer to the right of the accused to cross-examine the 
prosecution witnesses. But on general principles and under S. 13S of 
the Evidence Act, the liability to cross-examination by the adverse 
party is part of the conception of legal evidence 1 and under sections, 
like S. 244, which also do not expressly confer a right of cross-examina- 
tion, it has been held that such a right undoubtedly exists . 2 But S. 256 
provides that after the charge is framed the accused must be required 
to state if he desires to cross-examine any of the prosecution witnesses 
and if he says he wishes to do so, the witnesses named by him should 
be re-called and he should be allowed to cross-examine them. The 
question has arisen as to what is the effect of this provision. Does it 
impliedly negative the right of the accused to cross-examine at an 
earlier stage, viz., before the charge is framed, or does it confer on the 
accused an additional right to cross-examine the prosecution -witnesses 
a second time after the charge is framed ? On this question there is a 
conflict of decisions. On the one hand, it has been held by the High 
Courts of Madras 3 and Patna , 4 the Chief Court of Lower Burma , 5 
the Judicial Commissioner’s Courts of Upper Burma , 0 Sind 7 and 
Nagpur 8 that the accused is entitled as of right to cross-examine 
prosecution witnesses before the charge is framed as well as afterwards. 


Note 9 

1. (’99) I Bom L R 433 (433), In rc Francis Domingo Fernandes. 

(’82) 10 Cal L R 54 (55), In the matter of Abdul Guffoor. 

Note 10 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 298 (299) : 34 Cri L Jour 58 : S Luck 135, Mohammed 
TI ossein v. Mirza Falchrulla Beg. (Per Srivastava, J.) 

2. See Notes under S. 244. 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (203) : 43 Mnd 411 : 21 Cr. L. J. 297, IP. E. Lochlcy 
v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad G09 (610) : 4G Mad 449 : 24 Cr.L.J. 547 (FB), Tarisai Boiothcr 
v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 735 (735) : 25 Cri L Jour 55G, In rc Muthiah Ghetty. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 989 (991) : 49 Mnd 978 : 27 Cri L Jour 1123, E. 6. Mcnon 
v. P. Krishna Nayar. 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 149 (150): 21 Cr. L. J. 814: 5 Pat L. J. 94, Bamyad Singli 
v. Emperor. 

5. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 277 (279) : 10 I. C. 917 (LB), Mohammed Ally v. Emperor. 

6. (’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 74 (74), Nga O v. Queen-Empress. (There is no pro- 
vision prohibiting the cross-examination — Hence, if the accused so wishes he' 
may be allowed to do so.) 

7. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 13 (19) : 29 Sind L R 92 : 36 Cri L Jour 681 (FB), 
Muhammad Bahim v. Emperor. (Evidence in S. 252 includes examination, 
cross-examination and re-examination of a witness.) 

8. (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 8 (9 to 11): 31 Nag L R 276: 36 Cr. L. J. 578, Gurudin r. 

■ Emperor. (Conflicting case-law discussed.) 
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But it has been held by the Allahabad 0 and Calcutta 10 High Courts 
that the accused is not entitled as of right to cross-examine prosecution 
witnesses before the charge is framed, but is only entitled to do so 
afterwards under S.256. At the same time the Allahabad 11 and Calcutta 12 
High Courts have held that S, 256 does not prohibit cross-examination 
by the accused before the charge is framed and the Magistrate can, as 
a matter of discretion, allow, and indeed will bo well-advised to allow, 
the accused to cross-examine prosecution witnesses even before the 
charge is framed. The Punjab Chief Court also seems to hold the 
same view . 13 The question came up for decision before a Bench of the 
Ondh Chief Court, but the Judges constituting the Bench differed in 
their opinion, one of them expressing his concurrence with the Madras 
and Patna view and the other agreeing with the Allahabad and 
Calcutta view . 14 

An accused is entitled to decline to exercise his right of cross- 
examination (assuming that it is held that he has such a right ). 15 

The fact that certain evidence has not been tested by cross-exami- 
nation does not affect its admissibility but only its probative valve . 10 

11. Procedure under the section — Tried or inquiry. — See S. 4(l)(k). 

12. Revision. — The section leaves it to the discretion of the 
Magistrate as to what witnesses named by the prosecution should be 
summoned to give evidence before himself and a Court of revision 


9. (’31) AIK 1934A11 021 (G23, 624) : 54 All 212 : 33Cr.L. J. 310, LachmiNarain 
v. Emperor. 

10. (’29) AIK 1929 Cal 822 (823, 824): 31Cr.L. J. SOd, Emperor x.C. A.Matlicws. 
(’72) 17 Sutli W K Cr 51 (51), In the matter of Tliakaar Dyal Sen. (Case under 

Code of 18G1 which did not expressly confer right of cross-examination.) 

(’73) 19 Suth \Y K Cr 53 (53): 3 Beng L K App 151, Shanto Tcorni v. Mrs. Bclilias. 
(But see (’23) AIK 1923 Cal 727 (728) : 50 Cal 939: 25 Cri L Jour 27, Dibakanta 
Chatter jee v. Gour Gopal Mukhcrjcc. (Per Kankin and Buckland, JJ. ; Cuming, J,, 
dissenting.)] 

11. (’31) AIR 1931 All G21 (G24):54 All 212: 33 Cr. L. J. 310, Lachminarainv . 
Emperor. 

12. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 822 (823): 31 Cr. L. J. 809, Emperor v. C. A. Mathcios. 
[Sec also (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 838 (839) (Cal), Ashirbad Muchi v. Majtt Muchini. 
(’94) 21 Cal 642 (663), Empress v. Sagal Samba Sajad .] 

13. (’16) AIR 1916 Lak 445 (445): 17 Cr. L. J. 278 (279), Slier Singh v. Emperor . 

14. (’32) AIK 1932 Oudh 298 (299, 305):34 Cri L. Jour 58:8 Luck 135, Mahomed 
Husain v. Fakhrullah Beg. 

15. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 727 (728): 50 Cal 939: 25 Cri L Jour 27, Dibakanta 
Chatter jee v. Gour Gopal Mukhcrjee. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 53 (53, 54): 3 Beng L R App 151, Shanto Teorni v. Mrs . 
Bclilias. 

16. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 497 (537):48 Mad 1, Maharaja of Kolhapur v. Sundaram 
Iyer. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lak 840 (842): 30 Cr. L. J. 951, Mangal Sen v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 70 (71): 18 Ind Cas 406 (Cal), Ibrahim v. Emperor. 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 15 (16), Gunga Ram v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 145 (145): 5 Ind Cas 512 (Mad), Rosi v. Tadala Pillamma. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 726 (727) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1236, Sarju Singh v. Emperor. 

'(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 53 (55) : 24 Cr.L.J. 595, Moti Singh v. Dhanukdhari Singh , 
(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 298 (299) : 34 Cr. L. J. 58 : 8 Luck 135, Mohamad Husain 
v. Fakhrullah Beg. 

[See (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 168 (169) : 37 Cr.L.J. 1144 : 12 Luck 553, Ram Eumar 
v. Emperor. (Testimony of witness not a legal evidence unless subjected to cross- 
examination.)] 
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Section 252 
Note 12 

Section 253 


■will not interfere with this discretion unless there are strong and 
exceptional reasons for doing so. 1 


253 .* (1) If? upon taking all the evidence 
Discharge of referred to in section 252, and making 
accused. sucli examination (if any) of the accused 
as the Magistrate thinks necessary, he finds that no 
case against the accused has been made out •which, 
if unrebutted, would warrant his conviction, the 
Magistrate shall discharge him. 

(2) Nothing in this section shall he deemed to 
prevent a Magistrate from discharging the accused at 
any xorevions stage of the case if, for reasons to lie 
recorded by such Magistrate, he considers the charge 
to he groundless. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. “ If, upon taking all the evidence 

referred to in S. 252." 

3. Examination of accused (if any) 

as he thinks necessary. 


4. “ The Magistrate shall discharge 

him.” 

5. Grounds of discharge. 

6. Sub-section (2). 

7. ** For reasons to be recorded." 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Benefit of doubt. See S. 254 Note 4. Duty to examine whole evidence. See 
Decisions of civil Courts. See Note 7. Note 2. 

Discharge without evidence. See Notes G When discharge amounts to acquittal, 
and 7. See Note 4. 


1. Legislative changes. 

1. The words “if he finds that no offence has been proved against 
the accused” which occurred in the corresponding sections of the Godes 
of 18G1 and 1S72 have been replaced in the later Codes by the words 
“if ... . he finds that no case against the accused has been made out 
which, if unrebutted, would warrant his conviction." 


* Code of 1882 : S. 253 — Same as that of 1898 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 215 para. 1 and Expl. III. 

215. When the evidence of the complainant and of the witnesses for the 
Discharac of l irosecu tion and such examination of the accused person as the , 
accused ^ * Magistrate considers necessary, have been taken, the Magistrate, 

4 ' 1,6 '■ if he finds that no offence has been proved against the accused 

person, shall discharge him. 

******* 

Explanation III. — An order of discharge cannot be passed until the 
evidence of the witnesses named for the prosecution has been taken. 

Code of 1861 : S. 250. 

250. When the evidence of the complainant and of the witnesses for the 
Gharae prosecution, and such examination of the accused person as the 
J ' Magistrate shall consider necessary, have been taken, the Magistrate, 
if he finds that no offence has been proved against the accused person shall 
discharge him. 


Note 12 

1. (’28) AIR 192S All 684 (G85) : 80 Cri L Jour 631, Inayat Husain v. Emperor . 
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2. The Codes of 18GI and 1672 did not contain any provision 
corresponding to sub-s.(2). On the other hand, Explanation IH to 
S. 215 of the Code of 1S72 expressly declared that an order of discharge 
could not be passed till after the examination of the witnesses named 
for the prosecution. This provision was removed and the provision 
contained in sub-s.(2) was introduced in the later Codes thus rendering 
obsolete the undermentioned decisions 1 under the prior Codes which 
held that a Magistrate could not discharge an accused before taking 
all the evidence for the prosecution. 

2. “If, upon taking all the evidence referred to in S.252. ” 
— This section makes it incumbent on the Magistrate to take all the 
evidence offered on behalf of the prosecution before ho discharges tho 
accused 1 unless he finds that the charge against the accused is ground- 
less in which case he can discharge the accused oven before he has 
taken all the prosecution evidence, (see Note G.) It has been held that 
the Magistrate can discharge an accused on tho basis of the evidence 
of a witness called at the instance of accused under s. 510, though this 
section refers only to the evidence for the prosecution. 2 

3. Examination of accused (if any) as he thinks necessary. 

— This section enables the Magistrate in a warrant-case to examine tho 


Section 253 — Note 1 

1. (’75) 7 N W P H C 11 230 (2321, In the matter of Netvar. 

(’82) 1882 All \V N 179 (179), Empress v. Ajudhia. 

(’81) 18S1 All IV N 145 (145), Empress v. Shco Charan. 

(’79) 2 All 447 (448), Empress of India v. Kashi. 

(’77) 1877 Rat 121 (121), Kaladgi Magistrate's Letter No. 507. 

(’73) 1873 Rat 73 (73), Be g. v. Sangapa. 

(’72) 3 Cal 389 (390), Empress v. Hcmatulla. 

(’78) 2 Cal L R 369 (390), In the matter of Gangoo Singh. 

(’78) 2 Cal L R 374 (37G), BepalcaUa v. Nazim Sheikh. 

(18G5) 2 Suth W R Cr 47 (48), Queen v. Sheik Edoo. 

(’67) 7 Suth XV R Cr 47 (47), Queen v. E ossein Ally. 

(’G7) 7 Suth W R Cr 43 (45), Queen v. Srcenath Mookopadhia. 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 37 (38), Queen v. Hecra Lall. 

(’71) 10 Suth W R Cr 18 (19) : 7 BengLR App 55, Runnoo Singh v. Kali Churn. 
(’71) 16 Suth tV R Cr 48 (49), Kishori Sahai v. Mungcri Sakai. 

(’73) 20 Suth \Y R Cr G7 (68), Soondur v. Bamkumar. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Japit Ahir. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 9 (10), Meer Aecem AH v. JIurnam Lass. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr G2 (63), Srcenath Mundle v. Srcenath Rajput. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 10 (lo), Sped Nissar Hosscin v. Ravigolam Singh. 

(’80) 1880 Pun Re No. 8 Cr, p. io (16), Kudan v. Sonun. 

(’74) 1874 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 29 (30), Nilial Singh v. Mohamda. 

(’81) 4 Mad 329 (329), Queen v. Purasurama Naikar. 

[See (’73) 12 Beng L R 253a (254?t), Queen v. Ramkanu.] 

Note 2 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 515 (517) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1055 : 58 Cal 346, Faslur Rahaman 
v. Emperor. 

(’37) 1937 MWN991 (992), Shivakatacham Pillai v. Emperor. (Though theconi- 
plainant, after examining some of the witnesses, does not want to proceed further.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 479 (480) : 31 Cr. L. J. 128, Mukunda Palre v. Purushottam 
' Shah. (Complainant not examined — Discharge order is irregular.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 412 (412, 413):20 I.C.236 (All),Go7vwZ Chand v.Mahabir Misir. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 131 (131) : 21 Cri L Jour 478, In re Packianathan. 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 272 (273) (Lah), Mt. Bcgam Bibi v. Ghulam Muhammad. 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 561 (566, 567):34 Cr. L. J, 735, Diwan Singh v. Emperor. 


Section 253 
Notes 1-3 
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Section 2S3 
Notes 3-4 


accused before the charge is framed . 1 But such an examination is 
entirely discretionary with the Magistrate and he is not bound to 
examine the accused before the charge is framed . 2 

As to whether the examination of an accused before the charge is 
framed dispenses w r ith the examination of the accused under S. 342 after 
the charge is framed and the prosecution evidence is closed and before 
the accused is called on to enter upon his defence, see S. 342 Note 9. 

As to the scope and effect of an examination of the accused in 
criminal cases, see Notes under S. 342. 

4. “The Magistrate shall discharge him.” — This section 
contemplates an order discharging the accused. An order dismissing 
a complaint is not the proper order to be passed under the section . 1 
A formal and express order of discharge is, however, not necessary. 
It may he implied and presumed from the circumstances of a case . 2 
Thus, where a person is accused of a major offence but the Magistrate 
frames only a charge for a minor offence, there is an implied discharge 
in respect of the major offence . 3 To determine whether a particular 
order is one of discharge, the substance of the order and not its form 
should he taken into consideration. Thus, where no charge has been 
drawn up and the prisoner has not been asked to make his defence, 
and the Magistrate finds that no case has been made out against the 
accused, his order is only one of discharge though he styles it as an 
order of acquittal . 4 Similarly, if the defence of the accused is taken 
and witnesses are examined in support thereof, the order of the 


Note 3 

1. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 642 (645), Pat Tha U v. Queen-Empress. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 475 (475) : 49 All 551 : 28 Cr. L. J. 399, Sudaman v. Emperor. 

(The examination is intended to enable the Court to decide whether it should 
frame a charge.) 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 512 (512) : 45 Mad 820:24 Cri L Jour 124, Marudamuthu 
Yanian v. Emperor. (Overruled on another point in AIR 1923 Mad 609 (FB).) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 459 (460) : 27 Cri L Jour 830, Dcoji v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’13) 14 Cr L. J. 412 (412) : 20 I. C. 236 (All), Gokulchand v. Mahabir Misir. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 548 (549, 550):36Cr.L.J. 2S5, Jotindra Nath v. Radhakrishna. 

(Dismissal of complaint after issue of process not legal — When process has once 
been issued, an accused person can only be discharged under this section or S. 259.) 

2. (75-77) 1 Bom 610 (619, 620), Beg. v. Hanmanta, 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 87 (88) : 37 Cri L Jour 715 : ILR (1936) Nag 54, Ganga 
Datta v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 65 (66): 33 Cr. L. J. 825, P. V enkatasubbayya v. ill. Venkata 
Lakshmayya. 

(’31) AIR. 1931 Lah 402 (403, 404) 32 Cri L. J. 1029, Mahomed v. Emperor. (It is 
necessary that the Magistrate must visualize the possibility of framing a more 
serious charge.) 

[But see (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 194 (195) : 27 Cr L. J. 417, Bilodar v. Emperor .] 
See also S. 209 Note 6, S. 403 Note 14 and S. 437 Note 8. 

4. (’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 13 (14), Queen v. Robert Sheriff. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 45 (46), Queen v. Bipro Doss. 

(’68) 1868 Pun Re No. 32 Cr, p. 90 (100), Sckundar Khan v. Croim. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 15 (16), Goonath Mudli V. Troylocko Ghukcrbutly. 

(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 65 (65, 66) : 4 Beng L R A C 1, Queen v. Goburdhun Bcra. 
(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 55 (55), Queen v. Rajhishore Roy. 

[J See also (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 355 (356) : 8 C W N 456, Nagcndra Nath v. Korb. 
(Order of release on bail.)] 

See also S.-209 Note 6, S. 403 Note 14-and S. 437 Note 8. 
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Magistrate where he finds the accused not guilty is one of acquittal 
though he styles it as one of discharge . 6 

5. Grounds of discharge. — Under sub-s.(l) of this section a 
Magistrate can discharge an accused when, upon considering the 
-evidence for the prosecution, he comes to the conclusion that no case 
has been made out against the accused, which, if unrebutted, would 
warrant his conviction . 1 But where the Magistrate has not come to 
-such a conclusion, he has no power to discharge the accused under this 
section. Thus, an accused person cannot be discharged under this sub- 
section merely because a civil suit touching the same dispute is pending 
between the parties 2 or the complaint is vague 3 or because it is desirable 
to try the accused along with another co-accused whose attendance 
before the Court it has not so far been possible to procure . 4 Similarly, 
except in cases falling under S. 259, the absence of the complainant at 
the hearing is no ground for discharging an accused (see Kotes under 
S.259). But in such a case the accused may he discharged for want 
of evidence against him . 5 It is not sufficient to enable a Magistrate 
to discharge an accused person under this section that there can be 
no conviction for the particular offence which was originally alleged 
against the accused but only in respect of some other offence 6 or 
that the accused appears to have committed the offence only in respect 
of a smaller sum than that alleged by the prosecution . 7 Where an 
accused person escapes into a foreign jurisdiction and the Magistrate 
holding the enquiry in connexion with the extradition proceedings 


5. (’72) 18 Sutli te R Cr 10 (10), Bam joy SurmaH v. Mima AH. 

■(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 88 (89) : 18 Cri L Jour 1000 (1000, 1007), Orilal v. Ealn. 
(’83) 1883 Fun Re No. 29 Cr, p. 70 (70), Taba v. Hira Singh. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudli 60 (00) : 25 Cri L Jour 39, Dal Chand v. Bam Lai. (Order 
of first class Magistrate refusing to commit to sessions a case under S. 494, 
Penal Code, amounts to an acquittal). 

(’79) 3 Cal L R 131 (132), In the matter of Joja Pashan. 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 35 (39) : 1903 P L R No. 175. Crown v. Natliu. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 23 (24) : 15 Cri L Jour 073 (074, 675) : 38 Mad 585, Sriramulu 
v. Krishna Boiv. (Recommencement of trial under S. 350 does not cancel a 
charge framed and the Magistrate must acquit and not discharge.) 

• (’35) AIR 1935 All 834 (835) : 36Cr.L. J 912, Baza Husain v. Emperor. (Magistrate 
by inadvertence referring to S, 253 and not S. 258; still, order is one of acquittal.) 
[See (’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 55 (55), Olchoy Tcli v. Modhoo Sheikh .] 

Note 5 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 All 298 (299) : 20 Cri L Jour 730, Day a Nand v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 AH 804 (805) : 49 All 879 : 28 Cri L Jour 601, Alam v. Emperor. 

(If prosecution does not choose to put the correct version of facts before the Court 
and itself attempts to spoil a true case by adducing false and perjured evidence, 
a Magistrate cannot but discharge the accused.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 14 (16) : 1908 Upp Bur Rul 15, Nga Maung Gyi v. Nga Lu Gale. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 321 (323) : 35 Cri L Jour 939 : 10 Luck 82, Emperor v. 
Ghandcwa Pasi. (If Magistrate considers that no case has been made out against 
the accused the proper procedure is to discharge the accused under this section 
and not to acquit him after framing the charge.) 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 All 298 (299) : 26 Cri L Jour 736, Daya Nand v. Emperor. 

3. (’76) 25 Suth WRCr35(35),Qwcc»v. Thahoor Ravi. (Complaint by civil Court.) 
-''4. (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 334 (335) : 49 Cal 182; 22 Cr. L. J. 465, Billinghurst v. Meek. 

5. [See (’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 47 (48), Queen v. Pooran Jolahat] 

6. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 82 (82, 83), Dcgumbar v. Rally Das. 

■(’74) 1874 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 29 (29), Nihal Singh v. Mohamda. 

7. (’83) 0 Mad 25 (26), Queen v. Yengu Vayyangar, 


Section 253' 
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Section 253 
Notes 5-6 


reports tlmt there is no sufficient ground tor extradition, this is not by 
itself a sufficient ground for the discharge, of the accused under this 
section. 8 It is the absence of sufficient evidence for conviction that 
can justify a discharge under this section. 

6. Sub-seotion (2). — Although sub-s.(l) of this section requires 
tho Magistrate to tako all the evidence for the prosecution before 
discharging the accused, suh-s. (2) empowers the Magistrate to discharge 
the accused at any previous stage of the case if he finds that the charge 
against the accused is a groundless one. 1 Thus, the accused can bo 
discharged even before any evidence for the prosecution is taken or 
when such evidence is being taken, 2 or before the complainant is 
heard under s. 252, 2a or before the date of hearing. 3 The Calcutta 1 
and the Patna 5 High Courts have hold that even an order refusing to 
issue process for the appearance of the accused may amount to an order 
of discharge though the Madras High Court lias expressed the opinion 
that neither an order of discharge nor one of acquittal can be passed in 
a case where the accused lias not been directed to appear at all. 0 But 
an order of discharge can be passed only after the Magistrate lias taken 
cognizance of the offence. An order refusing to take cognizance of an 
offence is therefore not an order of discharge. 7 

Under this sub-section, the Magistrate can discharge the accused 
before he has taken the evidence for the prosecution if he finds that 
tho charge against tho accused is groundless. A finding that the charge 
is groundless is not tho same as a finding under sub-s.(i) that no case 
lias been made out against the accused. 8 

8. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 211 (212) (Kathiawar), ManilalAjilrai v. Modi Musa Yalnib. 

Note 6 

1. ('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 105 (10G) : 9 I C GOG (Mad), Narasanna v. Ycnlcalarayadu. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 515 (517, 51S) : 58 Cal 310 : 31 Cri L Jour 1055, Fazlar 
Rahman v. Emperor. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 329 (330) : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 471 : 40 Cri L Jour G5S, Sunday 
Das v. Fardun Ruslom. (Order of discharge after hearing parlies and examining 
documents, without taking prosecution evidence is legal.) 

(’30) MR 1930 Lnh 158 (159) : 31 Cri L Jour 239, IJaldm Singh v. Lai Singh. 

(Order of discharge during the course of prosecution evidence being taken.) 

(’20) AIR 192G All 4G1 (4G1, 4G2) : 27 Cri L Jour 541, Jiunj Bchari v. Emperor. 

(Order of discharge before any prosecution evidence was taken.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 105 (10G) : 9 I C GOG (Mad), Narasanna v. Vcnhatarayadu. 

(Order of discharge before examining all the prosecution witnesses.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 51 (52) : 5G All 285 : 35 Cri L Jour 418, Bhagaiuandas v. 
Emperor. (Complaint dismissed after summoning accused — Order is one of 
discharge under 8. 253 (2).) 

2a. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 40 (41) : 41 Cri L Jour 354, Shiv Datta v. J3. K. Sood. 
(Complaint disclosing no criminal offence — Fact being brought to notice of the 
Magistrate, on date of hearing Magistrate discharging accused without hearing 
complainant — Order is legal.) 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 154 (155): 25 Cr.L.J.696, IF. J. Watson v. P. H. Metcalfe. 

4. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 524 (530) : 9 C W N 810 : 32 Cal 783, A jab Lai v. Emperor. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 474 (475), Manual Uossain v. Emperor. 

G. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 559 (5G1) : 21 1 C 159 : 36 Mad 315, In rc Mutliia Moopan. 
1. See (1904) 1 Cri L Jour 980(981,982):! A L J 609, Bhihu Bari v. Emperor. 

8. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 129 (129) : 51 Mad 185 : 28 Cri L Jour 995, Mahomed 
Sheriff v. Abdul Karim. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 461 (4G2) : 31 Cri L Jour 481, Mchtab v. Nathu. 
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7. “For reasons to be recorded.” — Sub-s,(2) requires the 
Magistrate to record bis reasons for bolding that the charge is ground- 
less. No bard and fast rule can be laid down as to when a Magistrate 
will be justified in bolding a charge to be groundless. The Magistrate 
should arrive at bis conclusion judicially and not capriciously. If, 
acting judicially, a Magistrate lias come to the conclusion on grounds 
to be recorded, that the charge must fail either because the allegations 
are false or because they disclose a dispute of a civil nature which is 
distorted into a criminal case or for any other reason, he can discharge 
the accused without taking the evidence for the prosecution . 1 In arriving 
at his conclusion the Magistrate can take into account a police-report" 
or a civil Court’s judgment 3 touching the dispute. "Where the story 
related by the prosecutor himself is of such a nature that it does not 
disclose a criminal offence, the Magistrate will be justified in discharging 
the accused under this sub-section without taking the evidence for the 
prosecution .' 1 

But where the complaint discloses prima facie a case against the 
accused, the Magistrate cannot discharge the accused unless ho knows- 
what is the sort of evidence that is going to be adduced in support of 
the charge and unless he considers that even if such evidence were 
taken into consideration the charge would bo groundless . 5 

The mere fact that the matter is one of rendition of accounts does 
not justify a Magistrate in holding a charge of criminal breach of trust 
to be groundless G In such a case, the question of trust must be fully 
inquired into, and for this purpose it is necessary that the whole of the 
prosecution evidence should be recorded. An order of discharge after 
examination of some of the prosecution witnesses, on the ground that 
the case is of a civil nature, is premature . 7 Similarly, it would not 
be a proper exercise of the discretion of the Magistrate under this 


(’35) AER 1935 Pesh 23 (24) : 36 Cri L Jour 632, Saran Singh V. Kirpal Singh . 
(Distinction between the two clauses pointed out.) 

Note 7 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 754 (755) : 52 Mad 987 : 31 Cri L Jour 275, Kasinalha 
Pillai v. Shanmugliam Pillai. 

2. (’26) AER 1926 All 461 (461) : 27 Cri L Jour 541, Kunj Bchari v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 515(518): 58Cal346: 31 Cr.L.J.1055, Fazlar Rahman v. Emperor. 

3. (’16) AIR 1916 Bom 163 (163, 164) : 17 Cri L Jour 153 (154) : 41 Bom 1, 
In re MarJcur. 

4. (’40 > AIR 1940 Lab 40 (42) : 41 Cri L Jour 354, Shiv Dalta v. B. E. Sood - 
(Examination of complainant under Section 252 of the Code, not disclosing, 
criminal offence — Magistrate may discharge accused without taking the rest of 
complainant’s evidence.) 

(1900) 1900 Pun L R Cr, p. 68 (69), Bam Ghand v. Empress. 

(’84) 1884 Rat 201 (201), Empress v. Ramachandra. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 945 (946) : 30 Cri L Jour 162, Amar Nath v. Emperor. 

See also Section 209, Note 12. 

5. (’26) AIR 1928 Mad 129 (129) : 51 Mad 185 : 28 Cri L Jour 995, Muhammad 
Sheriff v. Abdul Karim. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 461 (462) : 31 Cri L Jour 481, Mehtab v. Nathu. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 461 (462) : 31 Cri L Jour 481, Mehtab v. Nathu. 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 377 (378) : 41 Cr. L. J. 25, Chan Elliam v. L.H. Wellington* 


Section 25f£ 
Note 1 
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•Section 263 sub-section to discharge an accused merely on a statement of a 

Hote 7 prosecution witness that the complainant had previously admitted 

that the case was a false one. 8 

A Magistrate should give Ins reasons at the time he pronounces 
the order of discharge, and if it is the final order in the case, he is 
hound to give his reasons because, the moment he pronounces the 
final order he becomes functus officio. But where several accused are 
being tried before him and he discharges some of them without giving 
any reasons in the order of discharge, it is competent for him to give 
his reasons in regard to the order of discharge at any time until the 
charge against the remaining accused is disposed of by a final order. 0 


faction 285 


254.* If, when such evidence and examina- 
charge to be fram- tion have been taken and made, or 

0 q when offence 

appears proved. at any previous stage of the case, 
the Magistrate is of opinion that there is ground 
for presuming that the accused has committed an 
offence triable under this Chapter, which such 
Magistrate is competent to try, and which, in his 
opinion could be adequately punished by him, he 
shall frame in writing a charge against the accused. 


Synopsis 


1 . Legislative changes. 

2. “When such evidence and exa- 

mination have been taken and 
made.” 

3. “Or at any previous stage.” 

4. “Ground for presuming." 

5. “Offence triable under this 

Chapter." 


6 . “Which in his opinion could be 

adequately punished by him.” 

7. Magistrate shall frame a charge. 

8 . Charge — What it should contain. 

See Ss. 221 to 223. 

9. Effect of the framing of the 

charge. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Basis of charge — Evidence and not 
complaint. See Note 5. 

Charge — When not to bo framed. Sec 
Note 4. 

Charge — When to he framed. See Notes 
G and 7. 

■Cross-examination before charge. See 
S. 252, Note 10. 

Duty to summon witnesses. See S. 252, 
Note 7. 

Enquiry under S. 117. See S. 255 Nolo 2. 

Failure to frame charges. See S. 255, 
Note 4. 


Framing charge — Acquittal without 
further evidence. See Note 4. 

Scope of the section. See Notes 2 and 7. 

Splitting up offences into summons- 
cases. See S. 251 Noto 2. 

Summons and wnrrant-cases — Charges. 
See Note 5. 

Summons and warrant-cases compared. 
Sec Note 2. 

Whole prosecution evidence need not bo 
taken. See Note 3. 


1, Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1S61 <£• 1872 and the later Codes — 
(l) The Codes of 18 G 1 (s. 250) and 1872 (S. 216 ) contained the words 
“if the Magistrate finds that an offence is apparently proved 


* 1882 : S. 254; 1872 ; S. 21G; 1861 ; S. 250. 


•8. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah G23 (G24) : 30 Cr. L. .T. 854, Earn Lnbhaya v.Jagannath. 
9. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 39G (398) ; 39 Cri L Jour 335, In rc Govindraj. 
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against the accused person ” instead of the words “if the 

Magistrate is of the opinion that there is ground for presuming 
that the accused has committed an offence ” which occurred in 
the later Codes. 

(2) The words “ triable under this chapter ” qualifying the word 
“offence ” did not occur in the Codes of 1 SG 1 and 1872 but were 
inserted in. the later Codes. 

(3) The Code of 1S72, S. 21G, contained two explanations the provisions 
of which have now been transferred to s. 535. 

Changes made in 1898 — 

The words “ or at any previous stage of the case ” were first 
inserted in the Code of 189S. 

2. “ When such evidence and examination have been taken 
and made.” — .The section contemplates that in warrant-cases, the 
Magistrate should take the evidence for the prosecution before framing 
a charge. In this respect the procedure is different from that adopted in 
summons-cases where at the very commencement of the proceedings 
the particulars of the offence are explained to the accused and he is 
required to state liis plea. 1 This section authorizes the Magistrate to 
take into consideration the statement of the accused person himself in 
framing a charge against him. Hence, in a proper case, the Magistrate 
will be within his powers in framing a charge on the mere statement 
-of the accused himself. 2 

See also Notes under section 253. 

3. “Or at any previous stage,” — Under this section the 
Magistrate is not hound in every case to take the whole of the evidence 
for the prosecution before framing a charge. He is entitled to frame a 
charge, even before the evidence for the prosecution has been completely 
recorded, at any moment he is satisfied that a prim a facie case 
has been made out against the accused. 1 It may be noted in this 
connexion that the procedure in this respect is different in inquiries 
before commitment to sessions, in that it is obligatory in such inquiries 


Section 254 — Note 2 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal G3 (64) : 25 Cri L Jour 1270, Naiabar Khan v. Emperor. 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 All 298 (299) : 17 Cri L Jour 70 (71), Janu Bhar v. Emperor. 
(Case under Criminal Tribes Act, III of 1911.) 

Note 3 * 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 283 (283) : 41Cr.L.J.585 : 188 Ind Cas 413 (414), Bhamoar 
Singh v. Suhliram Singh. (Framing of charge after prosecution evidence but 
before examination of accused is not irregular.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pesli 211 (211) : 38 Cr. L. J. 399 ,Hassanx. Emperor. (Chargecan 
be framed even after hearing the first witness.) 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 542 (544), Queen-Empress v. Nasarvanji Edalji. 

(1900) 1900 Pun L R Cr, p. 63 (65), Uttam Ghand v. Empress. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 471 (472) : 11 Ind Cas 1007 (All), Mulua v. Sheoraj Singh. 
(1900) 27 Cal 370 (372) : 4 C W N 469, Zamunia v. Bam Tahal. 
y [See (’37) AIR 1937 All 189 (190) : 38 Cri L Jour 394, Baghubir Sahai v. Wall 
Husain Khan . ] 

{See also (’27) AIR 1927 All 660 (661, 662) : 50 All 71 : 28 Cr. L. J. 792, Tirloh 
v. Emperor. (Ss. 254 and 255 apply to proceedings under S. 110.) 

(’66) 3 Mad H C R App ii (iii). (Case under Code of 1861.)] 
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for the Magistrate in every case to take the entire evidence produced 
on either side before framing a charge. 2 See s. 208 and Notes thereunder; 
see also section 210. 

4. “Ground for presuming.” — The section does not require 
the Magistrate to give reasons for holding that there are good grounds 
for framing a charge . 1 In forming his opinion as to whether there is 
sufficient ground for presuming that the accused has committed an 
offence, it is open to the Magistrate to disbelieve the evidence given 
by the prosecution witnesses. Merely because the prosecution examines 
a number of witnesses who depose to the guilt of the accused, it is 
not obligatory on the Magistrate, if he disbelieves them, to frame a 
charge . 2 When the evidence recorded does not lead to a presumption 
that the accused has committed an offence but merely raises a doubt, 
the Magistrate should give the benefit of doubt to the accused and 
discharge him . 3 Although the section contemplates the framing of a 
charge only when a prima facie case has been made out against the 
accused by the prosecution, it is up to the Magistrate to consider the 
whole of the evidence and the probabilities of the case at the time of 
proceeding to judgment and he may acquit an accused against whom 
he has framed a charge though the accused has failed to adduce any 
satisfactory evidence to rebut the evidence for the prosecution . 4 The 
discretion of the Magistrate in framing a charge under this section 
should not be lightly interfered with in revision . 5 

5. “ Offence triable under this Chapter. ” — Where a 
Magistrate commences a case as a warrant-case, ho can convict the 
accused of an offence triable as a summons-case when he finds that 
only such an offence has been committed. 1 As seen in Note 4 to S. 251, 
in such a case, it is not open to the Magistrate to abandon the 
procedure prescribed for the trial of warrant-cases and adopt that of 
summons-cases. It is necessary for the Magistrate to frame a' charge 


2. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 443 (445) : 15 Ind Cas 75 (All), Durga Dutt v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 223 (223) : 37 Cr. L. J. 152 : 29 S. L.R. 339, Bagomal v. 
Emperor. 

2. (’30) AHl 1930 Lali 543(543):32 Cr.L.J. 302, Ml. Mubarak Jan v. Ml. Bahai Jan. 
[See (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 110(111) : 4 I.C. 990 (Lab), Badhiv. Phul Chand. (Where 

the evidence if believed, justifies conviction, it is better to draw up a charge and 
dispose of a caSe finally.)] 

3. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 345 (34G) :190G Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. G, Mill Chand v. Emperor. 
(’30) Am 1930 Lab 543(544):32 Cr.L.J. 302, MU Mubarak Jan v. ML Bahai Jan. 

4. (’9G) 189G Rat 854 (854), Quccn-Emprcss v. Chanbasapa Madiapa. 

(’26) Am. 1926 Nag 115(116) : 23 Nag LR99 : 26 Cr.L.J. 134S, Damodar v. J ujhar 
Singh. 

See also S. 256 Note 10 and S. 258 Note 3. 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 292 (293) : 36 Cri L Jour 1293, U Nyo Sein v. Emperor. 
See also S. 439 Note 26. 

Note 5 

1. (’01) 3 Bom L R 675 (676), King-Emperor v. Luis Mingcl Fonceca. (Initial 
charge under S. 500, Penal Code — Further charge under S. 352 — Conviction under 
S. 352 only not bad.) 
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•oven in such cases. 2 The contrary view taken in the undermentioned 
cases cannot be supported. 3 It has been seen in Notes under s. 241 that 
in a joint trial of two offences one of which is triable as a warrant-case 
and the other as a summons-case, the procedure prescribed in respect 
of the graver charge should he followed in regard to both the offences. 
Hence, in such a case the charge should be framed even in respect of 
the offence triable as a summons-case. 4 

The section does not restrict the power of the Magistrate to frame 
a charge to cases where the offence disclosed on the evidence is the 
same as the one mentioned in the complaint or police-report on which 
cognizance was taken. A Magistrate can and ought to frame a charge 
tor the offence made out on the evidence though it may be different 
from the one alleged in the complaint or police-report provided that 
the other conditions mentioned in the section are present. 5 

As to the procedure to be followed where the offence disclosed is 
exclusively triable by a Court of Session or is one which in the opinion 
of the Magistrate ought to be tried by such Court, see S. 347 and Notes 
thereunder. 

6. “Which, in his opinion could be adequately punished 
hy him.” — The section contemplates that a charge should be framed 
under it only when the offence is one for which, in the opinion of the 
Magistrate, he can award an adequate punishment. If, in his opinion, 
he cannot do so, he cannot frame a charge and try tho case. 1 In such 
a case lie- must follow the procedure laid down in S. 34G or s. 347. It 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 All 282 (283) : 22 Cri L Jour 14G, Ganga Saran v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 270 (270) : 28 Cri L Jour 227, Govind v. Emperor. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 34 (35, 36), Empress v. Ghalam Hussain. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 173 (174) : 34 Cri L Jour 1044, Sajan v. Emperor. 

•(’09) 4 I.C, 1039 (1039):11 Cr.L.J. 154 (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. Thawasalandi 
Thcvan. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 All 7 (7):53 All 200:32 Cr.L.J. 313, Ambica Prasad v. Emperor. 
•(’31) 1931 Mad W N 1819 (1319, 1320), Patani Goundan v. Emperor. 

4. (’04) 3 Cri L Jour 350 (350) : 3 Low Bur Rul 113, Emperor v. Maung Gale. 
{’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1200(1200):1G Cr.L.J. 540 (540):39 Mad 503, lure Sobhanadri. 
{’02) 29 Cal 481 (482) : 6 Cal W N 599, Hosscin Sardar v. Kalu Sardar. 

{’18) AIR 1918 Pat 628 (630) : 19 Cri L Jour 202, Bhow Nath Singh v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 379, Penal Code and under S. 24 of the Cattle Trespass Act.) 
See also S. 221 Note 7. 

5. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 286 (287), Mokxm Maislry v. Valoo Maistry. 

{’08) 11 C P L R Cr 9 (10), Local Government v. Suhha Musalman. 

{’29) AIR 1929 Lak 838 (839) : 30 Cri L Jour 957, Mangal Scin v. Emperor. 

(’68) 6 Bom HCECr 100 (102), Beg v. Dhondu. 

{’67) 8 Suth W B Cr 82 (83), Deguviber Paul v. Rally Doss. 

{’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 23 Cr, p. 63 (65, G6), Piran Ditta v. Queen-Empress. 

{’25) AIR 1925 Lak 631 (632):6 Lah 375:27 Cr.L.J. 769, Mt. Naurati x. Emperor. 
{’24) AIR 1924 Lah 718 (718) : 26 Cri L Jour 420, Gohal v. Phuman Singh. (If a 
Magistrate finds that a girl is over sixteen years and was enticed away, he should 
. find out if some other cognate offence could have been charged and should not 
throw out the case because girl is not minor.) 

See also S. 210 Note 6. 

Note 6 

1. (’92) 16 Bom 580 (584, 585):1892 Rat 577, Queen-Empress v. Abdul Bahiman. 
{’90) 1890 Rat 499 (499), Queen-Empress v. Falcira. 
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lias, However, been held in the undermentioned Burma eases 2 that the 
provisions of this section are subject to those of S. 349 and that under 
that section it is competent to a Magistrate of the second or third class 
to frame a charge against the accused in a case which he has jurisdiction 
to try even though at the time of framing the charge he is of the 
opinion that he cannot award adequate punishment for the offence and 
intends, if the accused is proved to be guilty, to submit the proceedings 
under that section to the District or sub -divisional Magistrate to pass 
sentence. 

As to whether this section precludes the Magistrate from com- 
mitting a case to the Court of Session when he is not of the opinion 
that he cannot adequately punish the offence, see Notes under S. 347. 

7. Magistrate shall frame a charge. • — Unlike in summons- 
cases (see S. 242), in warrant-cases it is obligatory on the Magistrate to 
draw up a formal charge 1 in every case where he holds that a prima 
facie case has been made out by the prosecution and the other condi- 
tions laid down in the section are fulfilled. The duty is cast on the 
Magistrate to frame a charge and he must he careful to see that the 
charge, while it alleges all that is necessary to constitute the offence 
charged, does not contain any unnecessary allegation. Further, the 
charge ought not to allege positively anything of which the allegation 
in a positive form is not justified by the materials before the Court. 
The prosecution is entitled to insist that the charge be so framed by 
the Court as not to cast on it any unnecessary burden . 2 In framing a 
charge the Magistrate must be solely guided by the offence disclosed 
on the evidence and should not be influenced by any other considera- 
tions . 3 As to the consequences of a failure to frame a formal charge, 
see S. 535 and Notes thereunder. 

Where in a joint trial of several accused charged with several 
offences, the Magistrate after taking the prosecution evidence considers 
that a prima facie case has been made out against all the accused but 
is faced with the difficulty that misjoinder of charges would result if 
charges are framed against all the accused, he can in the exercise of 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 313 (319): 53 Bom 611: 30Cr.L.J. lOdO, Krishna ji Prabhakar 
v. Emperor. (A Magistrate’s discretion on the question of adequacy of punish- 
ment is subject to examination by the High Court in revision.) 

(’97) 24 Cal 429 (431, 432) : 1 C W N 414, Empress v. Kaycmullah Mandal. 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 65 (66) : 17 Cr.L.J. 201, Emperor v. Po Yin. 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 1010 (1015) : 2 Low Bur Rul 285 : 10 Bur L R 306 (FB), Emperor 
v. Hla Gyi. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 464 (465) : 1905 Upp Bur Rul 33, Emperor v. Nga Po Si. 

See also S. 349 Note 9. 

Note 7 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 205 (205) : 39 Cr. L. J. 438, Sufal Golai v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 537 (538) : 27 Cri L Jour 406, Mahomed Rafiguc v. Emperor. 

(Case under S. 46, Bengal Excise Act V of 1909.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 865 (865) : 33 Cr. L. J. 828, Baghiibir Kaliar v. Emperor. 
(S. 254 is mandatory and is applicable even to Presidency Magistrates.) 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 37 (37), Empress v. Nga Po ILu. . 

2. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 85 (89, 90) (FB), Sant Singh v. Empress. 

3. (’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 5Cr,p. 11,(16) : 1901 PLRNo. 51, Muleer ji v. Empress. 
See also S. 210 Note 6. 
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Lis inherent powers order a dc novo trial with regard to some of the 
accused. 4 

As to the procedure to be followed where the offence disclosed is 
exclusively triable by the Court of Session or for other reason the 
Magistrate considers the case to be a fit one for commitment to the 
Court of Session, see S. 317 and Notes thereunder. 

As to whether a charge need be drawn up in a warrant-case tried 
summarily, see Ss. 263 and 264 and Notes thereunder. 

As to the power of the Magistrate to discharge the accused where 
the complainant fails to appear on the date of hearing, see s. 259 and 
Notes thereunder. 

8. Charge — What it should contain. — See Sections 221 to 223. 

9. Effect of the framing of the charge. — As to whether the 
fact that a charge is framed in respect of a less serious offence amounts 
to a discharge of the accused in respect of a more serious offence alleged 
against the accused, see Note 4 under s. 253. 


255 .* (l) The charge shall then be read 
plea. and explained to the accused, and he 
shall be asked whether he is guilty or has any defence 
to make. 

(2) If the accused pleads guilty, the Magistrate 
shall record the plea, and may in his discretion convict 
him thereon. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Applicability of the section to 

security cases. 

3. “Read and explained.” 

4. “ Shall be asked.” 

5. Plea of guilty, what is. 

6. Plea of guilty — Value to be 

attached to. 


7. Admission by pleader. 

8. Plea of guilty by one of several 

co-accused — Effect of such 
admission. 

9. Shall be recorded. 

10. “ May in bis discretion convict.” 

11. Effect of non-compliance with 

the section. 


. Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 

Admission of facts but not of offence. Conviction -without evidence or charge- 
See Note 10. on admission. See Note 4. 

Aggravating circumstances to be ex- Effect of plea for S. 30, Evidence Act. 
plained to accused. See Note 3, See Note 8. 

Confession to be taken as a -whole. See Plea of guilty by pleader of accused. 
Note 9. See Note 7. 


1. Legislative changes. — The words "and explained” were 
first inserted in S. 217 of the Code of 1872. 


2. Applicability of the section to security cases. — This- 
section applies also to an inquiry under S. 117 where security proceed- 
ings are taken for good behaviour, except in so far as the framing of a 


* 1882 :S. 255; 1872 : Ss. 217, 324 ; 1861 : S. 251. 


4. {’38) AIR 1938 Cal 258 (261) : ILR (1938) 1 Cal 588 : 39 Cr. L. J. 696, Althil 
Bandiiu v. Emperor, 
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charge and the reading of the same to the accused is concerned. In 
sueh an inquiry, therefore, the Magistrate may ask the accused if he 
pleads guilty . 1 

3. “Head and explained.'” — The charge must he read and 
explained by the Magistrate himself and not by his clerk or Amlah. 1 
The accused is entitled to know with certainty and accuracy the 
charge brought against him . 2 It should, therefore, he so explained as 
to make the accused clearly understand the nature of the charge . 3 

The aggravating circumstances of the offence, if any, must also 
he made known to the accused . 4 

5. “Shall be asked.” — The accused cannot he called upon to 
plead until a charge is framed upon the evidence recorded and the 
charge has been read and explained to him. 

Where a Magistrate convicts the accused on his own admission 
■without recording evidence and without framing a charge, the 
conviction is liable to be set aside . 1 

5. Plea of guilty, what is. — A plea of guilty is an admission 
of all the facts on which the charge is founded, as well as an admission 
of guilt in respect of them . 1 A plea of guilty in a Criminal Court can 
only be made in response to a charge and an informal admission as to 
guilt does not amount to a formal plea of guilty and such an admission 
has not in fact or law, the same binding effect as a plea of guilty . 2 


Section 255 — Note 2 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 All 060 (GG1, GG2) : 50 All 71 : 28 Cr. L. J. 792, Tirlohv. Emperor. 
[See also (’28) AIR 1928 All 270 (271, 272) : 30 Cr. L. J. G: 60 All 599, Emperor 
v. Kislian Narain. (S. 107, Cr. P. C.)] 

Note 3 

1. (’71) 1G Sutli W R Cr 43 (43), Queen, v. Jehangecr Buhsh Khan. (This was, 
however, a summons-case.) 

2. (’16) AIR 191G Cal 188 (192) : 16 Cri L Jour 497 (501) : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal 
v. Emperor. (Defective charge under S. 4 (b), Explosive Substances Act, 1908.) 

>(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 141 (142) : 24 Cri L Jour 871, Ah Lin v. Emperor. (S. 12, 
Burma Gambling Act.) 

[See also (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 328 (328), Nga Ngc v. Empress.) 
See also S. 221 Note 1, S. 223 Note 1, S. 28G Note 4 and S. 535 Note 3. 

3. (’SO) 5 Cal 82G (827), Empress v. Vaimbilce. (Charge of murder not fully 
explained to the accused through the interpreter.) 

>(’23) AIR 1923 All 285 (28G) : 25 Cr. L. J. 592, Jodha Singh v. Emperor. 

Sec also S. 271 Note 4. 

-4. (’71) 1871 Eat 55 (5G), Beg. v. Mulcla Manha. 

Note 4 

1. (’0G) 4 Cri L Jour 231 (231) : 29 Mad 372, Emperor v. Ghinna Pagan. 

[See also (’21) AIR 1921 All 282 (283) : 22 Cr. L. J. 146, Ganga Saran v. Emperor.) 

Note 5 

1. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 471 (475) : 3 Low Bur Rul 208 (EB), Abbas Ali v. Emperor. 
.(’25) AIR 1925 Lull 153 (154, 155) : 25 Cr. L. J. 707, Emperor v. Ghulam Rasa. 

(When the accused admitted that he obstructed the road under mistake without 
admitting that danger or injury was caused to any person, he cannot be convicted 
under S. 283, Penal Code.) 

[Sec also (’35) AIR 1935 Gal G81 (G82) : 37 Cr. L. J. 69, Hemchandra Ghongdar 
v. Emperor. (Held that the so-called plea of guilty in the case was not a plea 
of guilty but an assertion of innocence.)] 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 292 (293) : 37 Cr.L. J. 818, Superintendent and Remembrancer 
of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Jiban Kumar. (Informal admission of guilt in 
proceedings under S. 110, and in similar proceedings does not amount to formal 
plea of guilty.) 
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Where the accused pleads guilty to a particular offence, he cannot be 
convicted for a different offence . 3 The plea of guilty with qualifications 
•does not amount to a plea of guilty to the charge . 4 A plea of guilty 
refers not to any section of the criminal statute but to acts alleged 
against the accused . 5 

See also S. 271 Note 7. 

6. Plea of guilty — Yalue to he attached to. — A plea of 
guilty, no less than a confession, must be received with caution . 1 
Where the accused belongs to a class of people ignorant of the most 
elementary principles of law, it is extremely dangerous to admit a 
plea of guilty without the closest scrutiny of the meaning of the 
acknowledgment . 2 

7. Admission by pleader. — A plea of guilty must ordinarily 
be made by the accused himself and not by his pleader 1 except where 
the accused is permitted under S. 205 to appear by his pleader. 2 See 
also S. 271 Note 10 and S. 340 Note 9. 

A plea of self-defence is not inconsistent with a plea of not guilty 

3. (’70) 13 Suth IV R Cr 55 (50) : 4 Beng L R App 101, Queen v. Qobardhan 
Bhuyan. (Pica o£ guilty to a charge of murder — Conviction for culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder — Conviction set aside.) 

4. ('20) AIR 1920Cal 522(523, 524):21 Cr.L..T. 547, Emperor v. AhubAli Mazumdar. 
(’G9) 11 Suth \V R Cr G(G) Queen v.J air, al Eoirec. (Gricvoushurt — Plea of anger.) 
(’20) AIR 1920 All 203 (201) : 21 Cri L Jour GG5, Banwari Lai v. Emperor. 

(Admitted travelling without railway ticket, but pleaded no time to purchase one.) 
(’97) 19 All 119 (120) : 189G All W N 192, Empress v. Bhadu. (Offence punishable 
under S. 302 — Pica was “I killed my wife; she abused and called me 'ware' — 
Held that it was not an unqualified plea.) 

(’91) 1891 Rat 532 (532, 533), Queen-Empress v. Lakshman. (Accused admits 
killing — Pleaded provocation on suspicion of infidelity of his wife.) 

(’91) 1891 Rat 698 (G98), Empress v. Mhatarya. (Plea of guilty — But added he 
committed the homicide when he was subject to epileptic fits.) 

(’7G) 25 Suth W R Cr 23 (23, 21), Queen v. Sonavullah. (Plea that “struck wife 
but did not intend to kill” is one of not guilty.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 153 (153) : 15 Cri L Jour 703, Gaya Boy v. Emperor. (Mere 
admission of possessing four annas in contravention of S. 13, Police Act, 1866, is 
not sufficient if off duty is pleaded.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Bom 170 (176) : 31 Cri L Jour 92G, Emperor v. Mahadeo Govind. 
■(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 160 (1G0):43 Bom 842:20 Cr. L. J. 681, Murarji Raghunath 
v. Emperor. (Admitted facts did not disclose deceit, a necessary clement of the 
charge — Conviction set aside.) 

[See also (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 827(828):29 Cr.L.J. 645, Mt. Barkan v. Emperor.] 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 406(406): 7 Lah 359: 27 Cr.L.J. 907, Basant v. Emperor. 
•{’32) AIR 1932 Lah 363 (364) : 33 Cri L Jour 646, Bahadur Singh v. Emperor. 

(S. 16, Motor Vehicles Act, 1914.) 

Note 6 

1. (’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 47 Cr, p. 55 (56), Grown v. Zoolfoo. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 49 (51) : 12 Rang 616 : 36 Cri L Jour 336, Eg a Ywa v. 

, Emperor. (Court should carefully consider if the accused understood the nature 
of the charge to which ho pleaded guilty.) 

2. (’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 72 (72), Mi Nycin v. Queen-Empress. 

Note 7 

1. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 42 (42), Queen v. Boopa Gowalla . 

' -.'(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 939 (939) : 6 Bom L R 861, Emperor v. Sursingli Mathuradas. 
[See (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 305 (306) : 26 Cr.L.J 179, Municipal Board, Lucknow 
v. Messrs. Tulsi Bam tC Sons. (Case relating to offence triable as summons-case.) 

2. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 272 (272) : 19 Ind Cas 544 : 6 Sind L R 206, Emperor v.Mt. 
Jamal Katun. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218 (221) : 50 Bom 250 : 27 Cri L Jour 440, Dorab Shah v. 
Emperor. (Summons-ease.) 
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and consequently where the accused pleads not guilty and in the course 
of the argument his pleader advances the plea of self-defence, it is the 
duty of the Court to admit the plea and say upon the facts of the case 
what offence, if any, has been committed. 3 In the undermentioned 
case 4 it was held that, though the Court could not at the trial convict' 
an accused merely upon the admission of his pleader, yet, in an appeal, 
the Appellate Court could act upon an admission of fact made in the 
appeal by his pleader, especially where it does not cause prejudice to 
the accused. 

8. Plea of guilty by one of several co-accused — Effect, 
of such admission. — A plea of guilty by one of several co-accused 
may be taken into consideration against the other accused only where 
the latter are “tried jointly” with the former within the meaning of 
section 30 of the Evidence Act. In a warrant-case, it is only after the 
prosecution evidence is over that a charge is framed and the accused 
pleads guilty. In such a case, all the accused may be said to he tried 
jointly and the plea of one accused may he considered against the- 
others also. 1 The case is, however, different in the sessions trial where 
the accused’s plea of guilty is recorded at the outset of the trial. A 
prisoner who then pleads guilty and is convicted on his plea cannot 
he held to be “tried jointly” with the others against whom the case- 
proceeds under S. 272.? Where some of the accused jointly tried plead 
guilty and are convicted and sentenced on their plea, they can he- 
examined as witnesses against the other accused and it is not for the- 
latter to object that the plea of guilty of the former should not have 
been accepted. 3 

See also section 271 Note 15. 

9. Shall be recorded. — The proceedings must show that the- 
plea of the accused has been recorded. A conviction based upon a plea 
not so recorded is bad. 1 

A plea of guilty must be so recorded as to avoid any misappre- 
hension or mistake. As far as possible the very words used by the- 
accused must be employed. Where there is an exculpatory statement- 
before the charge, the exact words of a plea of guilty should be recorded 
by question and answer. 2 The whole and not part of the prisoner’s 
statement accompanying the plea should be recorded. 3 Where the plea- 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 1 (2) : 37 Cri L Jour 293, Nga Ba Scin v. Eiwpcror. 
(’96-97) 1 Cal W N 545 (547), Pnsupat Gopc v. Bam Bhajan Ojlia. 

4. (’28) AIR1928Bom241(242,243):52Bom686:29 Cr L J 990, Bansilalv. Emperor.. 

Note 8 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 45 (46) : 38 Mad 302 : 15 Cr. L. J. 13, In re Bali Reddy.. 
(22 Mad 491, dissented from.) 

2. [See (’14) AIR1914 Mad 45 (46): 38 Mad 302: 15 Cr.L. J. 13, In re Bali Reddy.]' 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 580 (585) : 36 Cri L Jour 1322 (SB), Pran Krishna- 
Chakravarty v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’04-05) 9 Cal W N Ixxvi (Ixxvi), Shib Chandra Roy v. Nanda Rani Dasi. 

2. (’03) 5 Bom L R 999 (1000), Emperor v. Abdul Hoosein Shamsuddm. 

[See also (’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 2 Cr,p. 3 [5), Shib Ram v. Simla Municipality .] 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 522 (523) : 21 Cr. L. J. 547, Emperor v. Alcub Ali. (Plea of' 
guilty cannot be dissociated from the statement that accompanied it.) 

[See also (’32)33Cr. L. J. 570(571) : 1381, C. 217, Faqir Muhammad v. Emperor.']* 
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of tlie accused is interpreted to the Court, the language in which the 
plea should be recorded is the language in which it is conveyed to the 
Court by the interpreter . 4 

10. “May in his discretion conyict.” — Under this section, the 
Magistrate may convict the accused on his plea of guilty without 
calling upon him to enter upon his defence. But he is not bound to do 
so . 1 In an ordinary criminal case, however, (to which possibly a charge 
of murder is the only exception) the Court should, as a general rule, 
accept the plea of guilty and act upon it. It would be a wasto of public 
time to hold an elaborate inquiry in such cases . 2 But the plea of guilty 
must be clear and unambiguous and embrace all the elements of the 
offence charged. Where the accused admits some or all the facts alleged 
by the prosecution but pleads ‘not guilty,’ the proper course for the 
Court is to proceed with the trial . 3 

Whero the offence is not proved upon the evidence, the accused 
cannot be convicted, even though he does not deny the offeneo . 4 

11. Effect of non-compliance with the section. — The record 
must show that the procedure laid down in the section was followed. 
Where the record does not show that the charge was read and explained 
to the prisoner 1 or that the accused was asked to plead , 2 the conviction 
is liable to be set aside on the ground of prejudice to the accused. 


255A. In a case where a previous conviction 
Procedure in is charged under the provisions of 
conviciionir 01 " 5 section 221, sub-section (7), and the 
accused does not admit that he has been previously- 
convicted as alleged in the charge, the Magistrate 
may, after he has convicted the said accused under 
section 255, sub-section (3), or section 258, take evi- 
dence in respect of the alleged previous conviction, 
and shall record a finding thereon. 

4. (’80) 5 Cal 826 (829), Yaimbilce v. Empress. 

Note 10 

1. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 416 (416) : 3 Low Bur Rul 279, Emperor v. Taw Pyu. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh'86 (89): 8 Luck 286: 34 Cr. L. J. 124, KunwarScnr. Emperor, 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 260 (260) : 22 Cr. L. J. 674, Emperor v. Bash Bchari Ghosc. 
(’15) AIR 1915 All 221 (224) : 37 All 247 : 16 Cri L Jour 327, Emperor v. Dip 

Narain. (Plea of guilty by one co-accused not accepted.) 

(’78) 3 Cal 756 (756): 2 Cal L R 317, In the matter of Chumman Shah. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 All 270 (270) : 50 All 599: 30 Cri L Jour 6, Emperor v. Kishan 
Narain. (Per Walsh, J.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 89 (90) : 35 Cri L Jour 1453, Marlin, Private, Surrey Bcgi- 
ment, Lahore y. Emperor. (Conviction can be sustained solely on confession — 
But Court expects some corroboration as act of prudence.) 

3. (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 424 (425): 9 BomLR 1346, Emperorv. Somabhai Nathabhai. 

4. (’33) AIR1933A11612(613,614): 55A11857:34Cr.L.J.1053,R.N.Basjt v. Emperor. 

Note 11 

1. (’81) 7 Cal 96 (97) : 8 Cal L R 471, Empress v. Gopal Dhanule. 

(’86) 9 Mad 61 (63): 2 Weir 337, Aiyavuv. Queen-Empress. (Charge not explained.) 
See also S. 271 Note 4. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Born 14 (15): 16 Cr. L. J. 538, Dosabhai J. Dhondi v. Emperor. 
(Other irregularities also.) 


Section 235 
Notes 9-11 


Seotion 2531 



1508 


DEFENCE 


Section 258A 4. Scope of the section. — This section is new and was intro - 

Hotes 1-4 duced into the Code by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 
Act, XVIII of 1923. It provides that evidence of a previous conviction 
for the purpose of affecting the punishment to he awarded can be 
taken only after the Magistrate has convicted the accused. 1 It gives 
effect to the undermentioned decisions 2 which held that it was illegal 
to take such evidence before the conviction. The undermentioned 
decision 3 which took a contrary view is now obsolete. 

2. Admission of previous conviction by accused. — The 

mere admission by the accused that he had been in jail once, is not 
sufficient to show that he pleaded guilty to a previous conviction for 
an offence rendering him liable to enhanced punishment. 1 

3. May, after conviction. — See Note 1. 

4. Evidence of previous conviction. — Whenever it is required 
to prove a previous conviction against an accused for the purpose of 
enhancement of punishment, such previous conviction must be proved 
strictly and in accordance with law. 1 The accused must also be called 
upon to •plead, to the charge of previous conviction. 2 See also ss. 311 
and 511 and Notes thereunder. 


Section 256 2 . 56 .* ( 1 ) If tbe accused refuses to plead, or 

Defence, does not plead, or claims to be tried, be shall 
be required to state, at the commencement of the next 
bearing of the case or, if tbe Magistrate for reasons 

* Code of 1882 : S. 256. 

256. If the accused refuses to plead or does not plead, or claims to be tried, 
B fe icr k° shall be called upon to enter upon his defence and to produce his 
•' 1 ' evidence, and shall, at any time while he is making his defence, be 

allowed to recall and cross-examine any witness for the prosecution present in the 
Court or its precincts. 

If the accused puts in any written statement, the Magistrate shall file it with 
the record. 


Section 255A — Note 1 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (132): 38 Cr.L.J. 484, Ishar Singh v. Shama Dusadh. 
(This procedure, though not prescribed for Magisterial trials prior to 1923, has 
been deliberately laid after the amendment of 1923 and has to be followed by the 
Courts, notwithstanding the inconvenience or difficulty in following it.) 

2. (’03) 5 Bom L R 1034 (1035), Emperor v. Itur Pcd Duming. 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 82 (82), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tan Gon. 

[See also (’05-06) 10 Cal W N cxcv (cxcv), Golam H ossein v. Emperor .] 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 707 (707): 50 Cal 367: 25 Cr.L.J. 527, Dchri Sonar v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. (’02) 4 Bom L R 177 (177), King-Emperor v. Govind Salcharam . 

Note 4 

1. (’16) AIR1916Cal344(345):17Cr.L.J.lS5(186):43 Cal 1128, Emperor v. Sh. Abdul. 
(Presidency Magistrates must also take strict proof of previous convictions.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 186 (1S7): 17 Cr.L.J. 179 (180), In re Twimclla Knrmanna. 
(’81) 2 Weir 266 (266), In re Yippaha Daligadu. 

2. (’02) 4 Bom L R 177 (177), King-Emperor v. Govind Sahharam. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 107 (111) : 33 Cri L Jour 902, Jcthmal v. Emperor. 

[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 58 (59) : 31 Cri L Jour 763, Murido v. Emperor. 
(Previous security proceedings against accused taken into consideration in 
awarding punishment, without questioning accused — Procedure 7iC?<? improper.)] 
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to be recorded in writing so thinks fit, forthwith, 
whether he wishes to cross-examine any, and, if so, 
which, of the witnesses for the prosecution whose 
evidence has been taken. If he says he does so wish, 
the witnesses named by him shall be re-called and, 
after cross-examination and re-examination (if any), 
they shall be discharged. The evidence of any remain- 
ing witnesses for the prosecution shall next be taken, 
and, after cross-examination and re-examination (if 
any), they also shall be discharged. The accused shall 
then be called upon to enter upon his defence and 
produce his evidence. 


(2) If the accused puts in any written statement, 
the Magistrate shall file it with the record.' 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

3. “Refuses to plead, or does not 

plead, or claims to be tried.” 

4. The accused shall be required 

to state. 

5. “At the commencement of the 

next hearing . . . . ” 

6. Right of accused to cross-exa- 

mine the prosecution witnesses. 

7. Waiver of the right under this 

section. 

8. Recall and discharge of the wit- 

nesses. 


9. Examination of the remaining 
witnesses. 

9a. Production of documents by 
prosecution during cross- 
examination of prosecution 
witnesses. 

10. The accused shall then be called 

upon to enter on his defence 
and produce his evidence. 

11. Expenses of witnesses. See Notes 

to S. 554. 

12. Written statement of accused. 

13. Effect of non-compliance with 

this section. See Note 20 to S. 537. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Accused unrepresented. See Note 5. 
Adjournment for accused’s evidence. See 
Note 10. 

Adjournment for cross-examination. See 
Notes 5 and 6. 

Adjournment for prosecution witnesses. 
See Note 9. 

Commencement of trial. See Note 3. 

Cross-examination after defence evi- 
dence. See Note 7. 

Defence by cross-examination. See 
Note 10. 

Fresh prosecution witnesses. See Note 9. 


Inapplicability to disciplinary jurisdic- 
tion under Letters Patent. See Note 12. 

Joint trial of summons and warrant 
cases. See Note 2. 

Reservation of cross-examination. See 
Note 2. 

Several accused — Right of each. See 
Note G. 

Summary cases — Further cross-exami- 
nation. See Note 2. 

Waiver bynccused’s counsel. See Note 7. 

Warrant-case — Subsequent conversion 
into summons-case. See Note 2. 

Written statement and examination of 

accused. See Note 12. 


Section 256 


Code of 1872 : S. 218. 

218. If the accused person have any defence to make to the charge he shall 
n . be called upon to enter upon the same and to produce his witnesses 

■' ' if in attendance, and shall be -allowed to recall and cross-examine 

the witnesses for the prosecution. 

If the accused person puts in any written .statement, the Magistrate may file 
it with the record, but shall not be bound to do so. 

Code of 1861 : S. 252 — Same as the first para, only of S. 218 of 1872 Code. 
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Section 256 
Notes 1-2 


1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1861 and 1878 — 

In 1872 a sub -clause was added by which the accused’s written 
statement, if any, might be received and filed with the record. 
Differences between the Codes of 1878 and 1888 — 

(1) Instead of the clause “if the accused person to enter upon 

the same" the clause “if the accused refuses to plead 

to enter upon his defence” was inserted. The decision bearing on 

. the interpretation of the former expression 1 is only of academic 
interest now. 

(2) For the words “ to produce his witnesses if in attendance” 2 the 
words “to produce his evidence” were substituted in 1882 . 

(3) The clause “ and shall, at any time while he is making his 
defence , be allowed to recall and cross-examine the witnesses for 
the prosecution, present in Court or its precincts ” was substituted 
for the clause “and shall be allowed to recall and cross-examine 
the witnesses for the prosecution” occurring in the Code of 1872. 

(d) In the clause regarding the filing of the written statement of the 
accused the word “shall” was substituted for the word “may” 
and the words “ but shall not be bound to do so ” were omitted. 

Differences bekveen the Codes of 1888 and 1898 — 

In the 1898 Code after the words “if the accused refuses to plead, 
or does not plead, or claims to be tried” the words “he shall be 

required to state they shall also be discharged” were added. At 

the same time, the provision in the Code of 1882 by which the accused 
was given the right to “recall and cross-examine prosecution witnesses 
at any time while making his defence” was repealed and it was 
provided that the accused should be called upon to enter upon his 
defence after the examination, cross-examination, and re-examination 
of the prosecution witnesses. 

Changes made by Act XYIII of 1983 — 

After the words “he shall be required to state” the words “at the 

commencement of the next hearing of the case forthwith” were 

added thereby requiring the Magistrate to ask the accused if he wished 
to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses already examined, not on 
the day on which a charge is framed, but at the next hearing only, 
unless for reasons to be recorded in writing the Magistrate thinks fit 
to put the question on the same day as he frames the charge. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. — Section 255 
provides that when the accused pleads guilty in a warrant-case the 
Magistrate may convict him upon such plea. This section provides for 
the procedure to be followed when the accused does not plead guilty. 
It provides inter alia that the accused should be asked to state 

Section 256 — Note 1 

1. (’73) 19 Suth W E Cr 53 (53, 54), Bclilios v. Queen. 

2. (’69) 11 Sutli WE Or 15(15), Queen v.Totar am. (Witnesses not in attendance — 
Failure to ask accused to produce evidence not a flaw.) 
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whether he •wishes to cross-examine any of the prosecution witnesses 
whose evidence has been taken and if he so wishes, the witnesses 
named by him should be recalled and ho should be allowed to 
•cross-examine them. It has been seen in tko Notes under S. 252 that 
in warrant-cases the accused can be allowed to cross-examine the 
•prosecution witnesses even before the charge is framed. The present 
section confers on the accused an opportunity of cross-examining the 
prosecution witnesses a second time after the charge is framed. The 
.reason for this provision is that in warrant-cases the accused is in a 
position to know the exact case he has to meet only after the charge 
is framed. 1 ' As to whether the accused is entitled as of right to 
•cross-examine the prosecution witnesses before the charge is framed, 
see Notes under S. 252. 

A second opportunity to cross-examine prosecution witnesses is 
vouchsafed to the accused only in warrant-cases. The accused has no 
■such right in summons cases. But where a case is commenced as a 
warrant-case but subsequently it appears that only an offence triable as 
-a summons-case has been committed, it is not open to the Magistrate 
to suddenly revert to the procedure of summons-cases and he is 
bound to allow the accused further opportunity of cross-examining 
the prosecution witnesses if he desires for it. 2 (see Notes under s. 251.) 
Similarly, as has been seen in the Notes under S. 241, where a summons- 
case and a warrant-case are tried together, the procedure prescribed 
for warrant. cases should be followed. In such a case also if the 
Magistrate finds that the charge in respect of the warrant-case is 
unsustainable and decides to proceed with the other offence alone, it 
is not open to him to deny to the accused the opportunity of further 
cross-examination of the prosecution witnesses provided for by this 
section. 3 

Section 2G2 provides that in warrant-cases tried summarily the 
procedure prescribed for the trial of warrant-cases should bo followed. 
Section 2G3 provides that in summary trials, in cases in which no 
appeal lies, a formal charge need not be drawn up. The question 
has arisen whether this section (s. 256) applies to warrant-cases tried 
summarily in which a charge is not framed. On this question there is 
-a conflict of decisions. On the one hand it has been held by the High 

• Note 2 

1. (’74) 6 N W P H G E 284 (287), Queen v. Lall Mahomed. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 295 (29G): 17 Cr.L.J. 84 (85) : 1910 Pun Be No. 1 Cr, Ahmad 
Baksh v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 556 (557) : 1914 Pun Re-No. 11 Cr : 16 Cr.L.J. 146, Moola v. 
Emperor. 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 29 (29, 30) : 34 Cri L Jour 468, Zamin v. Emperor. 

[See also (’79) 2 All 253 (25S), Empress of India v. Baldco. ] 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 610 (610) : 16 Cr.L.J. 250 (251), In re Appavu Padayachi. 
'(’28) AlR 1928 Lah 294 (295) : 29 Cri L Jour 235, Dcvidial v. Mt. Rattan Devi. 
-(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 200 (200) : 25 Cri L Jour 1271, Ram Satan v. Bam Sagar. 
(’21) 22 Cri L Jour 683 (684) : 63 Ind Cas 619 (Pat), Munshi Tcli v. Emperor. 

See also S. 251 Note 4. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1200 (1200) : 16 Cri L Jour 540 (540) : 39 Mad 503, In re 
Sobhandari. (Failure to follow S. 25G — Absence of prejudice must be proved by 
prosecution.) 


Section 256 
Note 2 
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Section 256 
Notes 2-3 


Courts of Calcutta , 4 Madras , 5 Nagpur 6 and Patna 7 and the Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court of Sind 8 relying on the general provisions of 
S. 262, that the section applies to such cases notwithstanding the absence 
of a formal charge. But, on the other hand, 'it has been held by the 
High Court of Bombay 9 and the Chief Court of Oudh 10 that the section 
does not apply to such cases as it only contemplates cases where a 
charge is framed. 

As a general rule, the cross-examination of a witness should be 
made immediately after his examination-in-ehief is over and the cross- 
examination cannot be reserved till the other witnesses have been 
examined unless the Court, in its discretion, permits the cross- 
examination to be reserved. This section provides an exception to this 
general rule because it entitles an accused person in a warrant-case 
to defer the cross-examination of the prosecution witnesses till the 
witnesses have been examined-in-chief and a charge is framed . 11 

The section applies not only to cases where the charge is framed 
before the prosecution has completed its evidence, but also to cases 
where the charge is framed after all the prosecution witnesses have 
been examined-in-ehief . 12 

As to the applicability of the section to proceedings for the taking 
of security for good behaviour, see S. 117 Note 4. 

As to the applicability of the section to proceedings under S. 145,. 
see Notes under that section. 

As to whether the accused is entitled to cross-examine prosecution 
witnesses a second time after the charge is framed in preliminary 
inquiries before commitment to sessions, see S. 213 Note 7. 

3. “Refuses to plead, or does not plead, or claims to be 
tried.” — If the accused “refuses to plead, or does not plead, or 
claims to be tried,” the procedure laid down in this section should be 
followed. The expression “claims to be tried” includes cases where the 
accused pleads not guilty. Where the accused denies the charge and 
pleads not guilty, he is entitled to be dealt with under this section 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 Gal 769 (770): 22 Ori L Jour 271, Nepal Bagdi v. Emperor. 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 78 (80): 50 Mad 740: 28 Cr. L. J. 12, In reRaju Achari. 
(Magistrate must record reasons for refusing to allow time to accused for saying 
if he wishes to cross-examine.) 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Nag 87 (88): I L R (1939) Nag 457: 40 Cr. L. J. 846, Munna 
v. Emperor. 

7. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 492 (493): 21 Cr. L. J, 630, TiUu Salm v. Emperor. (Right 
to re-cross-examine.) 

8. (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 146 (147): 24 Sind L R 336: 31 Cri L Jour 683, Shidu v. 
Emperor. (Accused is entitled to have further time for producing his evidence,) 

9. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 226 (226, 227):27 Cr. L. J. 431, Umaji Krishna ji v. Emperor. 

10. (’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 242 (243, 244): 7 Luck 699:33 Cr. L. J. 506, Golcaran v. 
Emperor. 

11. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 205 (205): 39 Cr. L. J. 438, Sufal Golai v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 156(156): 4 Ind Cas 1043 (Mad), In re Asadulla Hussain Khan. 

[Sec also (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 23 (25): 11 Bur L R 293: 3 Low Bur Rul 109, Po Wa 
v. Emperor.) 

12. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 559 (559): 33 Cr. L. J. 738, Muthiah Pillaix. Emperor. 
[But see (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 147 (151): 25 Cr. L. J. 1152, Gangadhar v. Bhangi 

Sa. (Submitted not correct.)] 
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although he may admit all or any of the allegations of the prose- 
cution. 1 The procedure provided in the section should be followed not. 

• only when the accused pleads not guilty or claims to bo tried but also 
where he refuses to plead at all or does not plead. 2 The effect of this 
provision is that an accused is not bound to answer at ail any question 
put to him and can, if he likes, decline to plead. Hence, by declining to 
plead he does not commit any offence under S. 179 of the Penal Code. 3 

Does the expression “claims to be tried" in this section show that 
in warrant-cases the “trial” does not begin till the charge is framed 
and the accused claims to be tried ? For a discussion on this question, 
see Notes under S. 4 (l) (lc). 

4. The accused shall be required to state. — This provision, 
requiring the Magistrate to ask the accused if he wishes to cross-examine 
the prosecution witnesses examined before charge, was introduced for 
the first time in the Code of 1898. In two old decisions, one of the 
High Court of Calcutta decided in the year 1S7G 1 and the other of 
the High Court of Allahabad decided in 1S74, 2 it was laid down that 
the Magistrate before discharging the prosecution witnesses should ask 
the accused if ho required them for his further cross-examination. 
That was suggested only as a rule of convenience. Now, the Magistrate 
is bound to question the accused on that point; it has been made a 
statutory duty on the part of the Magistrate. It is of vital importance 
that the accused should in all cases be asked at the appropriate time 
if he wishes to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses. 3 But as to 
whether such an omission is a material irregularity or not, see Note 20 
to section 537. — — — ~ ' 

TEe Code does not explicitly require the Magistrate to record the 
fact that he has observed the provisions of this section. But it is a safe 
and sound rule that when the law requires anything to be done, the 
fact that this has been done should be recorded. 4 Hence, it is important 
that the record must show that the Magistrate has complied with the 
provisions of the section by questioning the accused in the manner- 
laid down therein. 5 


Note 3 

1. (’07) 6 Or. L. J. 424 (425): 9 Bom L R 134G, Empcrorv. Somabhai Nathabhai. 

2. (’69) 1869 Rat 19 (19), Reg. v. Saltya. (Case under Code of 1861.) 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 540 (540):47 Had 396:25 Cr. L. J. 374, hire TirumalaReddy . 

Note 4 

1. (’76) 25 Sutlr IV R Cr 48 (49), Queen v. Ramlcishan Ilahvai. 

2. (’74) 6 N TV P H C R 284 (288), Queen v. hall Mahomed. 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 Lab 556 (556, 557): 1914 Pun Re N. 11 Cr: 16 Cri L Jour 146, 
Moola v. Emperor. (Provisions of tbis section are imperative.) 

4. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 238 (240), Chit Tun v. Crown. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 All 127 (128): 38 Cr. L. J. 301, Ear Eishan v. Emperor.. (A 
, Magistrate is bound to record the question whether the accused desires to cross- 

j examine witnesses and also the accused’s answer thereto.) 

--(’11) 12 Cr. L. J. 89 (89): 9 Ind Cas 468 (LB), Emperor v. Lansha. 

(’01) 14 C P L R 137 (137), Emperor v. Vmrao Patel. 

(Out see (’31) AIR 1931 Ondh 73(74):32 Cr. L. J. 330, Sachchidanand'f. Emperor. 
(Accused having refused to make any answer to any question, High Court 
declined to presume that the Magistrate had not complied with section.)] 


Section 25fr. 
Notes 3-5 
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Section 256 
Note 5 


5. “It the commencement of the next hearing ” — 

There was no provision in the section as it stood originally in the 
Code of 1S9S as to the particular time at which the accused was to . 
be asked to state whether he wishes to cross-examine any and, if so, 
which of the prosecution witnesses . 1 Under these circumstances, it 
was held in the undermentioned case la that the re-cross-examination 
of the prosecution witnesses must he made immediately after the 
charge was framed. Under the section as amended in 1923, it has been 
provided that the accused should be required to state at the next 
hearing whether he wished to cross-examine any witnesses unless the 
Magistrate, for reasons to be recorded by him, thinks fit to require 
him to do so immediately. The object of the provision is to give the 
accused sufficient time to consider whether he should cross-examine 
the prosecution witnesses . 2 

A Magistrate can adjourn the case to a later date solely for the 
purpose of asking the accused whether he wishes to cross-examine the 
prosecution witnesses; and, if he does so, it cannot be said that the 
proceedings on the adjourned date are not a ‘hearing’ merely because 
no other action is to be taken on that date. 2a 

If the Magistrate requires the accused to state, on the same date 
■on which the charge is framed, whether he wishes to cross-examine 
any of the prosecution witnesses, he should record his reasons for 
•doing so . 3 But it is not so much the recording of reasons as the 
adequacy thereof which should count in the determination of the 
•question whether the provisions of the section have been complied 
with. If no good reasons are forthcoming, the mere fact that they 
have been recorded by the Magistrate in writing will not save the trial 


Note 5 

1. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 12S (12S) : 5 I. C. 408 : 37 Cal 236, Indcr Rai v. Emperor. 
la. (’10) 12 Cri L Jour 471 (472) : lllnd Cas 1007 (All), Mtiluav. Shcoraj Smgh. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 All 238 (239) : 40 Cri L Jour 549, Bhajja y. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 339 (340) : 26 Cri L Jour 1158, Phuvian Singh v. Emperor. 
<’ 27) AIR 1927 Mad 78 (79) : 50 Mad 740 : 28 Cri L Jour 12, In re Raju Acliari. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 298 (300) : 34 Cr. L. J. 58 : S Luck 135, Mohamcd Hussain 
v. Falcliaullah Beg. 

<’26) AIR 1926 Pat 214 (215) : 5 Pat 110 : 27 Cr. L. J. 499, Ramcliandra Modak 
v. Emperor. 

2a. (’39) AIR 1939 All 238 (239): 40Cr.L. J. 549, Bhajja \\ Emperor. (Magistrate 
after framing charge explaining it to accused and adjourning case to a day for 
sole purpose of asking accused whether he desires further to cross-examine 
prosecution witnesses — Procedure held strictly complied with provisions of S. 256.) 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 172 (173, 174) : 40Cr.L. J.419, Nisar Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Failure to do so is irregularity and does not vitiate trial if accused is not 
prejudiced.) 

•(’37) AIR 1937 All 127 (128) : 38 Cr. L. J. 361, Har Kishanv. Emperor. (Failure 
to record reasons is irregularity.) 

•(’27) AIR 1927 All 217 (218) ; 49 All 316 : 28 Cr. L. J. 229, Ghhajju v. Emperor. 

(Failure to record reasons is mere irregularity.) 

{’29) AIR 1929 Bom 309 (310, 312) : 53 Bom 578 : 31 Cri L Jour 309, Emperor v. 
Lakshman Ram Shot. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 977 (978) : 32 Cri L Jour 221, Janardhanam v. Emperor. 
(Whether reasons given are sufficient or not entirely depends upon circumstances 
of each case.) 

{’30) AIR 1930 Bom 241 (241) : 31 Cr, L. J. 743, Vishram Narayan v. Emperor. 
(Omission to record reasons is mere irregularity.) 
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from the taint of irregularity. As a general rule, sufficient time must 
he allowed to the accused to consider and decide whether ho should 
cross-examine any of the prosecution witnesses and it is only in 
special cases that the Magistrate can require him to state forthwith if 
he wishes to do so . 4 

Good, adequate and cogent reasons should he given for requiring 
the accused to state his intention on the same day . 5 That it is the 
■usual practice of the Magistrate to ask the accused to state his intention 
■on the same day is not a sufficient reason . 0 That the Magistrate had 
to go out for urgent work or that the prosecution witnesses had to 
leave the place of trial immediately is not a good reason for requiring 
the accused to state forthwith if he wishes to cross-examine any of the 
prosecution witnesses . 7 But the fact that the prosecution witnesses 
•come from a Native State and it would take a long time to secure their 
attendance again was held to be a sufficient reason . 9 The convenience 
of the Magistrate and the witnesses alone should not be .considered. 
In a Madras case , 0 where the Magistrate required the accused to state 
his intention on the same day and recorded the reason “the accused is 
undefended,” Pandalai, J., held that the reason was good and sufficient, 
and observed that the Magistrate might have considered that as the 
accused had not engaged a pleader, nor appeared desirous of doing so, 
it would simply be a waste of time to defer the question till the next 
hearing. But it is submitted that this reasoning is not sound as the 
fact that the accused is not represented by a lawyer is rather a reason 
for allowing him time for considering whether he should cross-examine 
any of the prosecution witnesses than for denying him such time . 10 

It has been held in the undermentioned case 11 that it would 
make no difference to the accused if the question is put to him on 
the date when the charge is framed and not on the next date when 
the witnesses for the prosecution are present and are in fact cross- 
examined. 

As to the consequence of the failure to record reasons, see Note 20 
to section 537. 

Though under this section the accused is entitled to an adjourn- 
ment to decide what witnesses, if any, he should cross-examine, it 
is open to his counsel to waive the right to such adjournment and 
where he does so, the failure to adjourn the case cannot be objected 
to later on . 12 

-4. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 255 (257) : 31 Cri L Jour 705, Girdhari v. Emperor. 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 255 (257) : 31 Cri ,11 Jour 705, Girdhari v. Emperor. 

•6. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 309 (310, 312) : 53 Bom 578 : 31 Cr. L. J. 309, Evipcror 
v. Ldkshman Bam Shet. 

7. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 255 (258) : 31 Cri L Jour 705, Girdhari v. Emperor. 

8. (’28) AIR 1926 Laii 434 (434) : 27 Cri L Jour 720, Kura v. Emperor. 

j'9. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 977 (978) : 32 Cri L Jour 221, Janardhanam v. Emperor. 
UO. [See (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 78 (79) : 50 Mad 740 : 28 Cr. L. J. 12, In re Baja 
Achari.] 

11. (’36) AIR 1936 All 319 (320) : 37 Cri L Jour 710, Hafiz Md. v. Emperor. 

12. (’34) AIR 1934 Nag 209 (210) : 36 Cr. L. J. 41 : 31 Nag L R 117, Ibrahim v. 
Emperor. 


Section 256.- 
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Section 256 
Note 6 


6. Right of accused to cross-examine the prosecution 
witnesses. — In warrant -cases an accused has three opportunities to 
cross-examine the prosecution witnesses : (a) before the charge is 
framed under S. 252, (b) after charge under this section and (c) after 
the accused enters on his defence under S. 257. 1 

As regards (a) it has been seen in the Notes under S. 252 that 
there is a conflict of decisions as to whether the accused is entitled as 
of right to cross-examine prosecution witnesses before the charge is 
framed. See Notes under S. 252. 

But as regards the right of cross-examination granted under this 
section, it is an absolute right and the Magistrate has no power to 
disallow such cross-examination . 2 The accused is not bound to show 
that he has reasonable grounds for exercising his right under the 
section. 2a The fact that the witnesses have been already cross-examined 
by him before the charge does not deprive him of his right to cross- 
examine them again under this section . 8 It has been held that even if 
the previous cross-examination was on the distinct understanding that 
the accused would not require the witnesses to be re-called for further 
cross-examination after the charge, he cannot be deprived of his rights 
under this section if he wishes to exercise them .’ 1 If there are more 

Note 6 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (203) : 43 Mad 411 : 21 Cr. L. J. 297, W. E. Lockleij 
v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 609 (613) : 46 Mad 449 : 24 Cri L Jour 547 (FE). Vcarisai 
Rowther v. Emperor. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (203) : 43 Mad 411 : 21 Cr. L. J. 297, W. H. Lochley 
v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 114 (114) : 25 Cri L Jour 912, Raclhakisan v. Rama Krishna. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 309 (311):53 Bom 578:31 Cr.L.J. 309 , Emperor v. Lakshvtan. 
(’95) 1895 All W N 40 (41), Empress v. Ram Char an Lai. 

[See also (’39) 1939 Nag L Jour 201 (201), Emperor v. Nirpatsbujh. (Complainant 
refusing to pay process-fees for re-summoning witnesses for cross-examination 
by accused — Magistrate should not proceed to tal,e defence evidence as accused 
would be deprived of his right of cross-examination — Complainant should be 
given another chance to pay process-fees.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 356 (358) : 37 Cri L Jour 758 : ILR (1937) 1 Cal 711 (FB), 
Harihar Sinha v. Emperor. (Witness giving evidence against accused with- 
drawn from witness-box and made accused — No cross-examination — Conviction 
of accused should be set aside.) 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 146(147):1I.C. 54:32 Mad218, PalaniandiGoundanv. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 520 (520) : 7 I. C. 712 (Mad), In re Krishnasiuamy Udaijan.'] 
2a. (’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 29 (30), Queen v. Amiruddin Falccer. 

3. (’74) 6 N W P H C R 284 (287), Queen v. Lull Mahomed. 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 51 (52), In re Thakoor Dayal Sen. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 32 (33), In re Nobinchandcr Bancrjcc. 

(1900) 27 Cal 370 (371, 372) : 4 C W N 469, Mt. Zavmnia v. RamTahal. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 542 (544), Queen-Empress v. Nasarvanji Edalji. 

(’01) 14 C P L R 137 (137), Emperor v. Umrao Patel. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 388 (388) : 20 Ind Cas 212 (LB), Nga Pya v. Emperor. 

[Out sec (’97) 1897 Rat 930(931), Qucen-Empressv.Govind. (Submitted not good law.) 
(’05) 2 All L Jour 202n (202n), Slier Khan v. Emperor. (Do.)] 

4. (’02) 6 Cal W N 424 (425), Kokil Ghosc v. Casimuddi Malita. (Under circum- 
stances of this case accused made to pay expenses.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 214 (215) : 5 Pat 110 : 27 Cr. L. J. 499, Ramchandra Modah 
v. Emperor. (Cross-examination by accused’s pleader before charge — Statement by 
him at that time that he did not any longer require the attendance of the prose- 
cution witnesses, not sufficient to deprive accused of his right under this section.) 
(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (202):43 Mad 411:21 Cr.L.J. 297, IT 7 . H. Lochley y. Emperor. 
See also Note 7. 
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than one accused, each of them should he given an opportunity to 
cross-examine the witnesses. 5 The accused should be given a full and 
reasonable opportunity to exercise his right under the section and he 
should he allowed sufficient time to engage a pleader to cross-examine 
the witnesses. 51 

This section does not prescribe the order in which the accused 
should cross-examine the prosecution witnesses. In these circumstances, 
under S. 135, Evidence Act, the matter is left to the discretion of the 
Magistrate and in a proper case he may allow the accused to cross- 
examine the witnesses in any order he chooses. 5 

Where a witness for the prosecution is examined on commission 
under the provisions of chapter XL of this Code, it is open to an 
accused person to refrain from putting in any interrogatories when 
the commission is first issued, and to apply, after the charge has been 
framed against him, for re-issue of the commission together with his 
cross-interrogatories for the purpose of the cross-examination of the 
witness. 53 

As to the point of time up to which the accused can exercise his 
right to have prosecution witnesses ro-called for cross-examination 
under this section, see Note 7. 

Below are given some decisions bearing on the extent to which 
cross-examination may be allowed. 7 


5. (’07) 11 Cal V>’ N ex! (cxl), Lala Bam Thalcur v. Emperor. 

5a. ('25) AIR 1925 All 2S5 (230) : 47 All 147 : 20 Cr. L. J. 575, Pitav. Emperor. 
(’10) AIR 1910 Lali 445 (445) : 17 Cr. L. .T. 278 (279), Shcr Sinqh v. Emperor. 
('ll) 12 Cr. L. ,T. 548 (549) : 12 I. C. 524 (Mad), Arumugam Pillai v. Emperor. 
(’10) AIR 191G Mad 933 (934) : 10 Cri L Jour 7S6, Bangaswamy v. Emperor. 

[Srr (’1G) AIR 1910 Mad 142 (143) : 10 Cr. L. .T. 334 (330), In rc Murugesa Baidu. 
(Adjournment for obtaining copies of deposition of prosecution witnesses refused 
— Held accused was prejudiced and conviction cannot be supported.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 214 (215) : 5 Pat 110 : 27 Cr.L. J. 499, Bamchandra Moduli 
v. Emperor.'] 

See also S. 340 Note 4, 

6. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 189 (190) : 34 Cr. L. J. 347, Abdul Shahoor v. Emperor. 
6a. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 09 S (098, 099) : 01 Cal 824 : 30 Cri L Jour 239, Dombrain 

v. Somcswar. 

See also S. 505 Note 1. 

7. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 34 (35) : 0 Beng LRApp88,@wcc;t v. Ishan Dult. (Cross- 
examination need not be confined to matters mentioned in examination.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 1 (7) : 30 Cr. L. J. 494, Bashir Bahman v. Emperor. (If the 
facts are already on record the skilful cross-examiner knows when not to make 
an unskilful use of cross-examination.) ' 

(’96) 1896 Rat 861 (803), In rc Janus Fitzgerald. (Criminal Court has no right 
to tell the pleader to sit down in the middle of his cross-examination because he 
is asking irrelevant questions.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 565 (565) : 20 Cri L Jour 659, Yusuf v. Bunilal Mandal. 
(Advocate has a large discretion as to the mode of conducting the defence and 
the cross-examination and Court should avoid unnecessary interference with it.) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 515 (516) : 20 Cri L Jour 566, Mohomcd Mian v. Emperor. 
(Court has no discretion to forbid even scandalous or indecent questions if they 
j relate to facts in issue or to matters necessary to be known in order to determine 
V whether or not the facts in issue existed.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 277 (279) : 10 I. C. 917 (LB), Mahomed Ally v. Emperor. (The 
cross-examination is not limited to matters raised in evidence elsewhere.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 93 (95) : 15 Cri L Jour 148, Lakha Singh v. Emperor. (There 
is no hard and fast rule as to the right of a counsel to demand in cross-examina- 
tion the repetition of the whole story told in examination-in-chief.) 


Section 256 
Note 6 
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Note 7 


7. Waiver of the right under this section. — Under the Codes 
of 1872 and 1861, there was a conflict of decisions as to whether the right 
to cross-examine was exercisable at any time. One set of cases 1 holding 
that the accused could claim the right at any time before the trial 
closed or after the close of the examination of his own witnesses, unless 
he had previously expressly abandoned it, and another set of cases 2 
holding that the right should be exercised at the time when the charge 
framed was read and explained to the accused and that, if not exercised 
at that time, it could not afterwards be insisted on, though the 
Magistrate had a discretion to permit such cross-examination. But the 
Code of 1882 specifically laid down that the accused “shall, at any time 
while he is making his defence, be allowed to re-call and cross-examine 
any witness for the prosecution ” 

The present section has altered this procedure. It makes it quite 
clear that the accused is not entitled after he has entered upon his 
defence to insist upon re-calling and cross-examining any of the 
prosecution witnesses examined before the charge. 3 If he does not 
exercise his right at the proper time and begins to adduce his own 
evidence, he will be deemed to have waived his right and cannot 
thereafter claim to exercise it.' 1 But as the right accrues only after the 
charge is framed, it cannot be deemed to be waived by a statement by 
the accused or his pleader before the charge that he would not require 

(’18) AIE 1918 Low Bur 22 (23):9 L. B. B. 88 : 17 Cr.L. J. 500 (501) , Deya v. Emperor. 
(The Judge has no power to shut out leading questions in cross-examination.) 
(’81) AIR 1931 Sind 38 (38, 39) : 32 Cri L Jour 6C6, Harnam Singh v. Emperor. 
(A counsel cannot be compelled to disclose the questions which he desires to put 
in cross-examination because one o£ the factors of successful cross-examination is 
that questions should be put suddenly to the witness.) 

(’92) 14 All 242 (256) : 1892 A W N 83, Quccn-Emprcss v. Eargobind Singh. (It 
is illegal of a judge to threaten a witness with the penalties of the law.) 

(’86) 8 All 672 (675, 677) : 1S86 A W N 257, Quccn-Emprcss v. Ishri Singh. (Do.) 
(’16) Am 1916 Pat 236 (237) : 17 Cri L Jour 353 (354) : 1 Pat L Jour 317, EJcnath 
S a.hai/ v. Emperor. (Court can restrict irrelevant cross-examination.) 

(’87) 1887 Bat 344 (346, 347), Empress v. Sayad Sarfuddin. (Court should pre- 
vent gross abuse and protect witnesses under S. 152, Evidence Act, from being 
terrified or browbeaten.) 

(’33) AIE 1933 Nag 136 (144) : 29 Nag L E 251 : 34 Cr. L. J. 505, Begov. Emperor. 
(Where the defence alleged that certain statements made by certain witnesses 
before the Judge were not mentioned to the police, the defence has a right to 
cross-examine the witnesses as to such statements and seek their explanation.) 

Note 7 

1. (’74) 6 N W P H C R 270 (272), Queen v. Lall Singh. 

f ’81) 4 Mad 130 (131) : 2 Weir 324, Talluri Venkayya v. Queen. 

2. (’81) 7 Cal 28 (30) : 8 C L B 325, Fais Ali v. Koromdi. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 44 (44), Khurruclcdharec Singh v. Persliadee Mundul. 
(’78-80) 2 All 253 (258), Empress of India v. Baldeo Sahai. 

3. See 20 Mad L. J. 337n (338n), Critical note on (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 128 (128): 5 
I. C. 408 : 37 Cal 236, Indcr Rai v. Emperor. 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 201 (202, 203) : 52 Mad 355 : 30 Cri L Jour 908, Public 
Prosecutor, Madras v. Ghocltalinga (Failure to cross-examine witness present in 
Court and beginning to examine defence witnesses — Held, there was waiver.) 
[See also (’35) AIR 1935 All 627 (628) : 36 Cri L Jour 1260, Deep Chand v. 

Emperor. (Prosecution witness summoned to appear for cross-examination — All 
accused represented by different counsel — One of them leading cross-examina- 
tion and others helping him by suggesting questions to be asked — If no question 
is asked on behalf of one of accused who is present, inference is that he did not 
want to do so.)] 
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any witnesses to be re-called for further cross-examination after iho 
charge is framed . 5 

8. Recall and discharge of the witnesses. — Under the Code 
of 1S82, the accused was given the right to re-call and cross-examine 
the prosecution witnesses “ present in Court or its precincts."' But 
these words have been deleted in the Code of XS33. The question 
has arisen under this Code whether the right of cross-examination of 
the prosecution witnesses examined before the charge conferred by 
this section applies only to witnesses who have not been discharged or 
applies also to witnesses who have been discharged. On this question 
there is a conflict of decisions. On the one hand, it has been held by 
the High Courts of Madras 1 2 and Allahabad 3 * 5 that this section applies 
only to cases where the prosecution witnesses required for cross- 
examination have not been discharged and that where they have been 
discharged, the accused is not entitled to have them re-summoned 
under this section but they can only be re-summoned in the discretion 
of the Magistrate under s. 257. But, on the other hand, it has been 
held by the Calcutta High Court ' 1 that the right of the accused 
under this section applies also to prosecution witnesses who have 
been discharged. It is submitted that the Calcutta view seems to be 
the better view as it -is more consistent with the repeal of the words 
“present in Court or its precincts” which occurred in the previous Code 
as there is no reason to restrict the meaning of the word “recalled” 
so as to exclude the sense of “re-summoning” as suggested by the 
Allahabad and Madras rulings cited above. See also the undermen- 
tioned case . 5 

9. Examination of the remaining witnesses. — The words 
“remaining witnesses” do not necessarily refer only to those witnesses 
who have been named by the complainant as required by S. 252, sub-s.(2) 
and summoned by the Magistrate before the framing of the charge ; 


5. (’26) AIR- 1926 Pat 2X4 (215):5 Pat 110 : 27 Cr.L. J. 499, Eamchandra v. Emperor. 
(’02) 6 Cal W N 424 (425), Kolcil Ghoso v. Kasimuddi. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (202) : 43 Mad 411 : 21 CriL Jour 297, Locldcy v. Emperor. 
See also note 6. 


Note 8 


1. (’95) 1895 All W N 40 (41), Empress v. Bamcharan. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (203, 205) : 43 Mad 411 : 21 Cri L Jour 297, IF. H. 
Locldcy v. Emperor. 

3. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 471 (472) : 11 Ind Cas 1007 (All), M-uhia v. Shcoraj Singh. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 495 (496) : 31 Cri L Jour 764, Baqridcc v. Emperor. 

[See also (1874) 6 N W P H C R 284 (288), Empress v. Lall Mahommed. 
(Magistrate not to discharge prosecution witnesses before cross-examination 
without consent of accused. Where he has been discharged before cross-examina- 
tion with the consent of the accused he is not entitled to have him re-summoned 
after the charge is framed.)] 

[But see (’37) AIR 1937 All 127 (128): 38 Cr. L. J. 361, Ear Kishan v. Emperor. 
(‘Recalled’ means that if the witnesses are not present, Magistrate should issue 
process to ensure their attendance— It does not mean calling out their names 
by chaprasi.)] 

' 4. (1900) 4 Cal W N 351 (351), Isioar Chunder Baut v. Kali Kumar Bass. 

5. (’39) 1939 NagL Jour 201 (201), Emperor v. Nirpat Singh. (The ideal procedure 
under this section would be to examine all prosecution witnesses on one day or 
perhaps on two consecutive days, so that all would be present and ready to be 
cross-examined if the accused exercised his rights under S. 256.) 


Section 25fr 
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Section 256 
Motes 9-10 


these words include any witness who according to the prosecution is 
able to support its case, though he has not been summoned . 1 But the 
High Court of Allahabad has taken a contrary view in the undermen- 
tioned case . 2 The mere fact that certain witnesses are not present 
in Court does not prevent them from being included in the words 
“remaining witnesses” within the meaning of this section. But the 
prosecution is not entitled to get an adjournment of the case as of right 
in order to secure the attendance of such witnesses . 3 

9a. Production of documents by prosecution during cross- 
examination of prosecution witnesses. — This section as well as 
S. 252 does not prohibit the admission of relevant and admissible 
■evidence at any stage of the trial. Hence, it is not illegal for a Magis- 
trate to allow documents to he produced by the prosecution while the 
prosecution witnesses are being cross-examined by the accused . 1 

10. The accused shall then be called upon to enter on his 
defence and produce his evidence. — The accused can he called 
upon to enter upon his defence and produce his evidence only after 
the charge has been framed, his plea asked for and after the examination- 
in-chief, cross-examination and re-examination of all the prosecution 
witnesses including the re-cross-examination of such of them as were 
•examined before the charge . 1 After the accused enters on his defence, no 

Note 9 

1. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 530 (531) : 4 Incl Cas 2GS (Bom), Emperor v. P. H. Burn . 
(Provided tliat lie is not sprung upon tlie defence all of a sudden and sufficient 
opportunity is given to the defence to prepare for his cross-examination.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Nag 390 (392) : 1940 Nag L Jour 449 (451), Eansraj v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 All 1S9(190):3S Cr.L.J. 394, RaghubirSahaiwWali Husain. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 315 (315, 310): 2G Cr.L.J. 95S, Ali Slier v. Mir Hohamcd. 
See also S. 344 Note 7. 

Note 9a 

1. (’38) AIR 193S All G37 (G38): ILR (193S) All 9GS: 40 Cr.L.J. 145, Lala v. Emperor. 

Note 10 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 All 475 (475): 49 All 551: 2S Cr.L.J. 333, Sudamanv. Emperor. 
■(’40) AIR 1940 Pesh 9 (9) : 41 Cri L Jour 590, Abdul Gliafur v. Emperor. (Court 
ordering further cross-examination of prosecution witnesses and production of 
defence evidence on same day — Order is illegal.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 295 (297) : 41 Cri L Jour 267 (269), Fcrozc Kazi v. Emperor. 
(Accused ashed to summon their witnesses before prosecution case was closed 
— Trial is vitiated.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 All 238 (239) : 40 Cri L Jour 549, Bhajja v. Emperor. (Defence 
witnesses should not be asked to be summoned before ascertaining whether 
further cross-examination of prosecution witnesses is necessary.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (133, 134) : 38 Cri L Jour 484, Ishar Singh v. Shama 
Dusadli. (It is irregular to call upon the accused to submit his list of witnesses 
before the cross-examination of all the prosecution witnesses is finished.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 320 (320): 25 Cri L Jour 1003, Ecshab Deo v. Emperor. (Order 
to accused to be ready with defence, before prosecution evidence is over is improper.) 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 657 (657) : 50 Cal GS9 : 24 Cri L Jour 849, Makbul Ahmed 
v. A. J. L. Allen. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 84 (S8) : 4 Lah 61 : 25 Cri L Jour SOI, Byrne v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 240 (240): 54 Mad 251: 32 Cri L Jour 779, In re Bamireddi. 

(Accused must wait for his defence till he is charged.) 

•(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 554 (555) : 8 Nag L R 65 : 15 I C 970, Birdhi Chand v. 
Lalcshmi Chand. 

•(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 15S (159, 160): 6 Pat L Jour 644: 22 Cri L Jour 697, Mitarjit 
Singh v. Emperor. 
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further evidence can be admitted against him except under the provisions 
of S. 510. 2 See Notes undet s. 540. 

The section only requires the Magistrate to call upon the accused 
to enter upon his defence and to produce his evidence ; it does not 
require him to ask the accused if ho means to call witnesses or not. 3 
It is a right of the accused to he called upon to enter upon his defence 
and produce his evidence and an omission to ask him to do so is a flaw 
in the trial.' 1 The Magistrate should give every reasonable opportunity 
to the accused to produce his evidence. 5 See also Koto 27 to S.537. The 
nature of the defence is to he gathered not only from the statement of 
the accused himself hut also from the trend of the cross-examination 
of the prosecution witnesses and from the arguments of the accused’s 
pleader at the close of the trial. 0 

But the accused is not hound to produce any evidence in his 
defence merely because a charge has been framed against him ; and he 
cannot he convicted on the mere ground that ho has failed to produce 
any evidence. 7 Similarly, where the prosecution has not established a 
prima facie case against the accused, the failure of the accused to 
produce an 3* evidence in his defence cannot give rise to a 113- adverse 


(’26) AIR 1926 Rang 13 (13) : 27 Cri L .Tour 415, Emperor v. Mg. San Nycin. (It 
is irregular to call upon the accused, after charge is framed, to have his witnesses 
summoned before he has been informed of his right of recalling prosecution 
witnesses for cross-examination — Overruled on another point in AIR 1926 Rang 
104 (FIT).) 

{’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur S8 (89) : 18 Cri L Jour 1006, Orilal v. Ealu. (Ashing 
accused to name his witnesses before framing charge is unwarranted.) 

[See also (’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 28 Cr, p. 49 (49), Gohar v. Empress. (Accused 
can be called on to enter upon his defence only after charge— Case under old Code.) 
(’95) 1895 Rat 76S (769), (^coi-Ewprcss v. Ecra. (Do.)] 

2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 772 (772) : 17 Ind Cas 404 (All), Ganga Singh v. Emperor. 
{’20) AIR 1920 Bom 339 (341) : 22 Cri L Jour 58, Alex Pimento v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 322 (323) : 45 All 323 : 25 Cr. L. J. 305, Mahadeov. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 7 (8) : 9 Ind Cas 40 (Cal), Radha Madhah Patera v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 953 (953) : 29 Cri L Jour 844, Karam Chand v. Emperor. 
{’71) 3 N W P H C R 271 (272), Queen v. Ghotey Lai. 

[Sec also (’81) 8 Cal 154 (156) : 10 Cal L R 51, Empress v. Ealichuran Chunari.] 
See also S. 244 Note 3 and S. 289 Note 2. 

3. (’97) 1897 Rat 938 (938), Queen-Empress v. IF. E. Lapprcy. 

4. (’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 7 (7), Bhugican v. Loyal Gopc. 

See also S. 289 Note 11. 

5. (’14) AIR 1914 Lah 84 (84) : 15 Cr.L. J. 521, Lai Singh v. Emperor. (Necessary 
adjournment to produce defence evidence must be given.) 

f’25) AIR 1925 All 318 (318) : 26 Cri L Jour 703, Bliagwan Dasx. Saddig Ahmed. 
(’97) 1 Cal W N 313 (314), Sheikh Emtas Ali x.JagatChandra. (Accused entitled 
to adjournment to produce his evidence.) 

■(’99) 1 Bom L R 856 (856), Queen-Empress v. Vasudcv Hari. (Magistrate is 
bound to afford to accused and his friends every opportunity of making defence, 
and he should not interpose in any way between them.) 

(’27) 28 Cri L Jour 167 (168) : 99 Ind Cas 599 (Lah), Eira Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 442 (442, 443) : 31 Cri L Jour 1203, Euti v. Emperor. 

: 7 . (’96) 1896 Rat 854 (854), Queen-Empress v. Chan Basapa Madiapa. 

[See (’40) 41 Cr. L. J. 795 (795, 796) : 189 1. C; 737 (Pat), Tara Chand v. Emperor. 
(Accused’s failure to raise defence open to him is no ground for conviction.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 968 (969) : 39 Cri L Jour 144, Ramaswami v. Rangaswami. 
(A conviction should not be based upon the failure of the accused to make good 
their defence.)] 

'See also S. 254 .Note 4 and.S. 258 Note 3. : 1 ! 

1 2Cr.96. 
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Note 10 


inference against him . 8 But -where the evidence for the prosecution 
established a prima, facie case against the accused, the fact that ho 
has not produced any evidence of rebuttal enhances the -weight of the 
prosecution evidence . 0 

"Where defence evidence is rejected by the Court, the situation 
simply is as if the evidence had never existed. If the defence evidence 
is believed, it would rebut the prosecution. But, if it is not believed, 
the prosecution is left just where it was before the defence witnesses 
were called . 10 

t 

The accused is entitled to raise any defence technical or otherwise 
and the Court is bound to pronounce judgment on it. n An accused 
can raise inconsistent defences in the alternative and such defences, 
though they make the accused’s case weaker , 12 cannot be disallowed 
by the Court . 13 The burden of proving the guilt of the accused is on 
the prosecution and it cannot succeed merely because of the weakness 14 
or falseness 15 of the case for the defence. 


8. (’95) 1895 Eat 779 (782), Queen-Empress v. Narayan Nathu. 

(’81) 8 Cal 121 (125) : 10 Cal L E 151, Empress v. Dhunno Ilazi. 

(’84) 10 Cal 140 (149) : 13 Cal L E 358, Hurry Churn v. Empress. 

9. (’01) G Bom L E 481 (489) : 1 Cri L Jour 5G8, Emperor v. Baji Krishna. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 160 (174) : 20 Cri L Jour 4G5, Sushil Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’28) A1E 1928 Pat 100 (101) : G Pat G27 : 29Cr.L. 3.2M,Ghanshyam v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIE 1934 Outlh 401 (405) : 35Cr.L.J. 1244, Gancsh BahshSinghx. Emperor. 
See also S. 257 Note 1. 

10. (’37) AIE 1937 Mad 975(975): 39 Cri L Jour 147, In rcRamalingaGoundan. 

11. (’14) AIE 1914 Cal 45G (459) : 41 Cal 350 : 15 Cr.L.J. 385, Bomcsh Chandra 
v. Emperor. (Ordinarily, when a new defence is raised at a late stage that 
circumstance goes to some extent against the now defence unless such a defence 
could not have been raised at an earlier stage.) 

12. (’23) AIB 1923 Cal 717 (718):25Cr. L.J. W0, NagendraChandrax. Emperor. 
(’33) AIE 1933 Pat 481 (482,483) : 34 Cr. L. J. 828, Emperor v. KamcshwarLal. 

13. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 843 (S44) : 5 Pat L Jour 64:21 Cr.L.J. 799, Fandi Kcot v. 
Emperor. (Eight of private defence can be pleaded specifically or in alternative.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 710 (712) : 29 Cri L Jour 117, Santa Singh v. Emperor. 

(’24j AIE 1924 Lah 733 (734) : 25 Cri L Jour 1005, Kahar Singh v. Emperor. 
(Accused is not bound to speak truth nnd he cannot bo pinned down to any state- 
ment that he may have made.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 439 (441) : 20 Cri L Jour GG1, Afiruddi Chahdar v. Emperor. 
(Alternative defence such as no assault was made nnd if made it was in self- 
defence can be taken.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 717 (718): 25 Cri L Jour 190, Nagcndra Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 All 189 (190) : 19 Cri L Jour 371 : 40 All 284, Yusuf Husain v. 

Emperor. (Accused can plead alibi ns well as right of private defence.) 

(’15) AIE 1915 Cal 78G (787) : 1G Cri L Jour 7G, Kali Prasad v. Emperor. (An 
accused is not bound by any statement denying any fact against him if he desires 
subsequently to take a defence inconsistent with the denial.) 

[See (’36) AIR 193G Rang 1 (2) : 37 Cri L Jour 293, Nga Ba Scin v. Emperor . 
(Pleader of the accused can take a different lino of defence from that taken by 
the accused.)] 

14. (’36) AIR 193G Cal 73 (84): 37 Cr.L.J. 394: G3 Cal V2$,Bcnoycndra Chandra 
v. Emperor. (But where accused is involved by evidence in state of considerable 
suspicion, he must for his own safety prove facts reconciling suspicious circum- 
stances with his innocence.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Oudli 78 (88) : 27 Oudh Cas 188 : 26 Cri L Jour 225, Hira Lai v. 
Emperor. 

(’18) AIE 1918 Oudh 71 (75) : 19 Cri L Jour 689, Emperor v. Salicb Din. 

15. (’40) AIE 1940 Lah 54 (57) : 41 Cri L Jour 447, Bhag Singh v. Emperor. 
(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 365 (370):41 Cr.L.J. 114 (120), Bambrichh Singh v. Emperor. 

(Defence story untrue — Prosecution must still establish truth of their story.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 968 (969) : 39 Cri L Jour 144, Bamasw'ami y. Bangaswami. 
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Though the onus of proving that- the ease of the accused fulls 
within one of the general exceptions in the Penal Code is on him, it is 
not necessary that he should specifically raise such plea. Thus, a Court 
is hound to consider the plea of private defence as appearing from the 
prosecution evidence even though it is not specifically pleaded hv the 
accused. 10 

The right of the accused to produce evidence in his defence under 
this section is one that can he waived and if the accused when asked 
to produce his evidence has said that he has no witnesses to examine, 
he will not afterwards he entitled to let in any evidence. 17 

The Magistrate should, as far as possible, allow the accused to 
select the order in which the defence witnesses are to appear. 18 

See also the undermentioned case, 10 section 290 Note l and 
section 342 Note 29. 

11. Expenses of witnesses. — See Notes to Section 544. 

12. Written statement of accused. — This is the only section 
in the Code which provides for the filing of a written statement by the 
accused. 1 There is no provision in the Code for the filing of a written 
statement in sessions trials (see s. 290 Note 6) or in preliminary inquiries 
before commitment to sessions 2 or in summons-cases. 

Under this section the Court is bound to receive and file the 
written statement submitted by the accused. 8 Though great weight is 
to he attached to the written statement filed by the accused, 1 it is not 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 303 (367) : 24 Cri L .Tour 42G, liaviudu Iyer v. Emperor. 

(’66) 1800 Pun Be No. 57 Cr, p. 64 (04), Azccm v. Crown. (Resort to false alibi is 
no sufficient evidence of guilt, though it may add probability to suspicion of guilt.) 
(’07) 1607 Pun Be No. 37 Cr, p. 61 (08), Crown v. Shah Mahomed. 

(’08) 1806 Pun Be No. 22 Cr, p. 52 (37) Jchangccr Khan v. Crown. 

(’72) 1872 Fun Bo No. 5 Cr, p. 0 (9), Crown v. Gulab. 

(’90) 1S90 Pun Be No. 21 Cr, p. 47 (49), Empress v. Harjas Bai, 

(’00) 3 Cri L Jour 299 (300) (Lab), Emperor v. Muhammada. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lab 89 (90) : 22 Cri L Jour 595, Hari Bam v. Emperor. (No in- 
ference of guilt can be drawn from accused’s false statement.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lab 1 (25) : 3 Lab 144 : 23 Cr. L. J. 513, MahantNarain v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 584 (584) : 12 Ind Cas 848 (LB), Kyaw Ilia U. v. Emperor. 
See also S. 290 Note 5 and S. 367 Note 0. 

16. (’36) AIR 1930 Rang 1 (2) : 37 Cri L Jour 293, Nga Ba Sein v. Emperor. 

(’40) AIR 1940 Lab 54 (57) : 41 Cri L Jour 447, Bhag Singh v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 97 (97) : 27 Cri L J 1198, In re Jogali Bhaigo. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 532 (533) : 15 Cri L Jour 710, In re Pachai Goundcn. 

17. (’24) AIR 1924 All 673 (674), Mustaq Hussain v. Emperor. 

18. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 354 (356), Mirza Jaffar Beg v. Emperor. (But if there 
are important official witnesses, they must be consulted and their convenience 
taken into account.) 

19. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 513 (520) : 62 Cal 238 : 36 Cri L Jour 1115 (SB), Emperor 
v. Nirmal Jiban Ghosc. (Witness to prove alibi must be called by accused who 
takes such defence.) 

Note 12 

1. (1900) 2 Weir 255 (257), Chinnasami Naidu v. Veeriah Naidu. 

2. (1900) 2 Weir 255 (257), Ghinnasami Naidu v. Veeriah Naidu. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1135'(1136):29 Cr.L. J. 1041, Md. Salta Bowther v. Emperor. 
[But sec (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 687 (692) : 17 Cri L Jour 9 (14, 15), Deputy Legal 

Bemembrancer, Behar & Orissa v. Matukdliari Singh. (Submitted not correct.)] 
4) (’28) AIR 1928 All 222 (228) : 30 Cr, L. J. 530, Emperor v. Jhabhar Mai, 


Section 256 
Notes 10-12 
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Section 256 
Notes 12-13 


Section 257 


like a pleading in a civil suit and does not preclude tlie raising of any 
defence not mentioned in the written statement. 5 

It has been held by the Madras High Court 0 that the right to file 
a written statement under this section carries with it the right to file 
any documents to which the accused was a party and that as the 
accused cannot give evidence on oath the Court is bound to consider 
such documents, though not proved in the regular way. 

The section does not specify the point of time at which the written 
statement is to be filed under this section. It has been said that the 
written statement is to be filed at the time of recording the accused’s 
idea to the charge . 7 

There is a conflict of decisions as to whether the filing of a written 
statement by the accused under this section dispenses with his oral 
examination after the close of the prosecution evidence, under S. 342. 
(See Note 18 under S. 342.) But the fact that a written statement has 
been filed may be taken into consideration in determining whether the 
accused was prejudiced by the failure to comply with the provisions 
of section 342. 8 

It has been held in the undermentioned case 0 that a written 
statement put in by the accused under this section can be used to fill 
up gaps in the prosecution case. 

This section does not apply, to disciplinary proceedings against 
legal practitioners under the Letters Patent and the legal practitioner 
is not entitled to file any written statement in such proceedings . 10 

See also Note is to section 342. 

13. Effect of non-compliance with this section. — See Note 20 to S. 537. 


257.' ( 1 ) If the accused, after lie has entered 
Process for compelling upon his defence, applies to the 
production of evidence Magistrate to issue any process 
at instance of accused. for compelling the attendance of 
any witness for the purpose of examination or eross- 

* 1882 : S. 257; 1872 ; Ss. 359, 362, para. 2; 1861 : S. 253. 

5. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J, 585 (587) : 12 I. C. 961 (Mad), Jeremiah v. Vas. (It is fox- 
prosecution to prove its case — In a case of defamation, omission of accused to 
deny publication in liis written statement does not relieve prosecution from 
proving publication.) 

[Sec also (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 442 (442, 443) : 31 Cr. L. ,T. 1203, End v. Emperor. 
(Defence of accused is to be gathered not only from his statement but also from 
the trend of cross-examination of prosecution witnesses, the arguments of accused ’s 
pleader, etc.)] 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1135 (1136) : 29 Cri L Jour 1041, Mcl. Salia v. Emperor. 

See also S. 244 Note 7. 

7. (’25) 29 Cal W N cxviii (cxviii). 

8. (’28) AIR 1928 All 222 (228) : 30 Cri L Jour 530, Emperor v. Jhahliar Mai. 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 28 (29) : 37 Cr. L. J. 428, Hasham v. Emperor. (It is proper 
for the Court to take into consideration the written statement of an accused person 
admitting striking the deceased, where the prosecution has without such state- 
ment proved that the fatal injury was inflicted by one of the accused persons.) 

10. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 123 (124) : 4 Lah 271 : 25 Cri L Jour 161 (SB). In re 
AMtil Bashid. 
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examination, or the xiroduction of any document or 
other thing, the Magistrate shall issue such process 
unless he considers that such application should he 
refused on the ground that it is made for the purpose 
of vexation or delay or for defeating the ends of 
justice. Such ground shall be recorded by him in 
writing : 

Provided that, when the accused has cross- 
examined or had the opportunity of cross-exam inin g 
any witness after the charge is framed, the attendance 
of such witness shall not be compelled under this 
section, unless the Magistrate is satisfied that it is 
necessary for the purposes of justice. 


( 2) The Magistrate may, before summoning any 
witness on such application, require that his reason- 
able expenses incurred in attending for the purposes 
of the trial be deposited in Court. 


Synopsis 


1 


2 . 


Scope and applicability of the 
section. 

“After he has entered upon his 
defence.” 

2a. Right of prosecution to lead 
evidence after accused has 
entered on his defence. 

3. Right of accused to apply for 

process for compelling atten- 
dance of witnesses. 

4. Reasons for refusal to issue 

process. 


5. Production of documentary evi- 

dence by accused. 

6. Right of accused to cross-exa- 

mine prosecution witnesses. 

7. Proviso to sub-section (I). 

7a. Examination of witness pre- 
sent in Court though not sum- 
moned. 

8. Power to require deposit of 

expenses of witnesses before 
summoning them. 


Ollier Topics (miscellaneous) 


Absence of defence evidence. Sec Note 1. 

Accused summoning prosecution witness 
and right of cross-examination. See 
Note 6. 

Accused’s witnesses to rebut other evi- 
dence. See Note 2. 

Adjournment — Right of accused. See 
Note 2. 

Application to summon witnesses — Each 
case to be specifically dealt with. See 
Note 4. 

Citing trying Magistrate as witness. See 
Note 3. 

Cross-examination of co-accused’s wit- 
ness. See Note 6. 


See 


Delay in application for summons. 
Notes 2 nnd 4. 

Duty of Magistrate to issue process and 
bis discretion. Sec Note 3. 

Duty to record reasons. See Note 4. 
Duty to secure attendance of witnesses. 
See Note 3. 

Inspection by Court before rejecting 
document. See Note 5. 

Power to restrict defence witnesses. See 
Note 4. 

Written statement — Legal value. See 
S. 256 Note 12. 

Wrong refusal — Illegality. See Note 3. 


1. Scope and applicability of the section — In criminal cases 
the prosecution must succeed on its own merits and an accused cannot 
be convicted merely by reason of his failure to produce any evidence 
in his defence . 1 But, where the prosecution has established a primes 


Section 257 
Hotel 


Section 257 — Note 1 
1. (’66) 1866 Rat 5 (5), Beg. v. Jeiikoo. 
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Section 257 facie case against the accused, he is liable to he convicted unless he 
Note 1 rebuts the presumption raised by the prosecution evidence. 2 He is 
entitled to a sufficient opportunity to defend himself and to prove liis 
innocence. 3 The Court is bound to take the evidence which he offers 
in his defence, 4 subject to the provisions of the Evidence Act. He is 
further entitled to call upon the Court to assist him in the production 
of evidence material for his defence. This section deals with the last 
mentioned right of the accused in warrant-cases and lays down under 
what circumstances he is entitled to apply to the Court for process to 
compel the production of evidence on his behalf. The section applies 
also to warrant-cases tried summarily. 5 It has been held that the 
principle of the section applies to summons-cases. 0 

See also the undermentioned cases. 7 


2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 27 (39) : 29 Cri L Jour 49, Eari Narayan v. Emperor. (If 
prima facie case is made out against accused, be should rebut it by some tangible 
evidence other than by mere criticism and suggestions or untested and uncorro- 
borated statements from the dock.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (315) : 19 Cri L Jour 81, Ashraf Ali v. Emperor. (Non- 
production of evidence will raise adverse presumption.) 

[See (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 100 (101) : 6 Pat 627 : 29 Cri L Jour 239, Ghanshyam 
Singh v. Emperor. (It will not avail the accused merely to rely upon a discre- 
pancy here and a discrepancy there or upon the absence of motive or upon' 
exaggerations in the prosecution story — He must lead evidence.)] 

[Sec also (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), Jungi Elian v. Hur Ghunder Bai.~\ 

See also S. 256 Note 10, S. 290 Note 5 and S. 342 Note 29. 

3. (’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 62 Cr, p. G8(6Q),MunicipalGommitteev.DeenMohamad. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 583 (584) : 5 Low Bur Rul 20 : 2 Ind Cas 365, Ameer Batcha v. 

Emperor. (Accused entitled to adjournment to enable him to produce evidence.) 
(’03) 7 Cal W N 714 (716), Emperor v. Eeso Singh. (Do.) 

(’97) 1 Cal W N 313 (314), Sheikh Emtaz Ali v. Jagat Chandra. (Do.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 84 (84) : 15 Cri L Jour 521, Lai Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 

4. (’02) 4 Bom L R 461 (463), Emperor v. Eagar Purshottam. (It is not open to 
a Magistrate to refuse to examine a witness for the accused when he (the, witness) 
is present in Court.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 825 (825): 16 CriL Jour 156 (157), Ycnkatappaya v. Venkata- 
ramanayya. (Magistrates should always be chary of taking upon themselves the 
duty of deciding on behalf of the parties which witnesses should be examined.) 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 523 (523) : 15 Ind Cas 795 (Bom), Emperor v. Nandbasappa 
Basappa. (Magistrate cannot arbitrarily decline to examine witnesses.) 

(’69) 11 Suth W RCr 9(9), Queen v. Bhugner Putiva. (Accused is entitled to have 
his witnesses examined ; they eannot be dismissed on their mere allegation of 
knowing nothing in his favour.) 

[See also (’01) 3 Bom LR 562(563), King-Emperorx.BajyaAnandrao. (Threaten- 
ing by Court to report to the High Court the conduct of the pleader on calling 
witnesses is improper.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 465 (467) : 11 Ind Cas 1001 (Rang), Ega Po Kya v. Emperor. 
(It is not improper to arrest a witness for the defence for giving false evidence 
while the defence evidence is being taken.)] 

5. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 583(584):2I.C.365:5LowBurRul20, Ameer Batcha y. Emperor. 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 253 (255):29 Cri L Jour-308, Bameshioar Sahuv. Emperor. 
(Court cannot dictate to the accused terms upon which witness shall be examined.) 

7. (’96) 1896 Rat 854 (854), Queen-Empress v. Ghanbasappa Madiapa. (A Magis- 
trate being subordinate to a Sessions Court must treat its judgments with respect 
and be guided by them on such matters of procedure as arise in S. 257.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 938 (938), Queen-Empress v. Sadasliiv. (Accused’s pleader stating 
that he would examine witnesses but actually summoning no witnesses — Prose- 
cutor has no right to reply.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 627 (628) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1037, Sammunv. Emperor. (Evidence 
of defence witnesses produced by one accused cannot be treated as prosecution 
evidence against other accused.) .... 
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2. “After he has entered upon his defence.” — This section 
comes into play only after the accused has entered on his defence . 1 
The accused is entitled to a reasonable interval for considering what 
evidence he should produce . 2 It is open to a Magistrate even after a 
case has been closed, at any time before judgment is pronounced, to 
allow the accused to let in evidence ; it depends on the circumstances 
of each case whether a belated application for the production of evidence 
should he granted or not . 3 

Where, after the close of the evidence for the defence, the Magis- 
trate examines witnesses on the side of the prosecution, the accused is 
entitled to an opportunity to rehut the new evidence .' 1 

2a. Eight of prosecution to lead evidence after accused 
lias entered on his defence. — Where the accused leads evidence 
of good character by waj’ of defence, the Code does not entitle the 

•{’25) AIR 1925 All 7G9 (7G9) : 2G Cri L Jour 101S, Bahoru v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lnh 57 (58) : 12 Lab 3S5 : 32 Cri L Jour 672, Chaturbhuj v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(18G4) 1 Suth W R Cr Letters 12 (12). 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 23 (24, 25) : 3 Low Bur Rul 109, Po U'o v. Emperor. (Cross- 
examination of defence witnesses cannot be deferred — Deferring cross-examina- 
tion of defence witnesses until the examination-in-chief of other defence witnesses 
is wrong.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 79 (80) : 21 Cr. L. J. GO, Bohan v. Emperor. (Mere fact that 
some of accused’s witnesses are his caste fellows is not by itself a sufficient reason 
for discrediting their testimony.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 310 (311) : 22 Oudh Cas 375 : 20 Cr. L. J. 748, Bameslnuar 
Tcwari v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 501 (501) : 27 Oudh Cas 327 : 2G Cri L Jour 530, Bahadur 
v. Emperor. (Where number of respectable persons have given evidence in favour 
of accused, their evidence should not be rejected.) 

Note 2 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pesh 9 (9) : 41 Cri L Jour 590, Abdul Ghafnr v. Emperor. 
(Court ordering cross-examination after charge and production of defence evidence 
on same day — Defence cannot be struck out for failure to summon witnesses for 
that date — Opportunity should be given to accused to produce his witnesses.) 

'(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 135 (135) : 8 Sind L R 267 : 16 Cri L Jour 245, Tahilram 
Lilaram v. Pitambcrdas Yalabdas. (Accused not entitled to inspection of com- 
plainant’s documents before charge is framed.) 

-(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 44 (47) : 20 Nag L R 174 : 2G Cri L Jour 971 (FB), Local 
Government v. Maria. (Prosecution case does not close until all the prosecution 
witnesses are discharged and their discharge does not take place till they have 
been cross-examined after the charge, if the accused so desires.) 

•(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 28 Cr, p. 48 (49 ),Gohar v. Empress. (Accused is entitled to 
have an opportunity given to him, after he had been charged, of producing his 
witnesses or causing them to be produced with aid of the Court, notwithstanding 
an order passed previously asking him to be ready with his witnesses on a parti- 
cular date.) 

[See also (’24) AIR 1924 All 320 (320) : 25 Cr. L. J.1003, Ecshabdco v. Emperor. 
(Order to accused to be ready with defence, before prosecution evidence is over, 
is improper.)] 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 25 (28) : 21 Cr. L. J. 321, Bamcshwar Dusadh v. Emperor. 
(Demand of two days’ time for this purpose is not unreasonable.) 

-3. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 150 (151) : 9 Ind Cas 897 (Mad), In re Vyasa Rao. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Lah 531 (532) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1035, Shugan Ghand v. Emperor. 
(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 15 (15), Queen v. Assanoolah. 

• (’81) 6 Cal ,714 (715) : 8 Cal L Rep 70, In re Dcela Mahton. (Fact that accused 
had declined to examine a witness previously is no ground for refusing to summon 
such witness when required to meet fresh evidence taken by Magistrate after close 
of defence arguments.) 


Section 257 
Notes 2-2a 
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Section 257 
Notes 2a-3 


prosecution to lead rebutting evidence as a matter of right. But the 
Magistrate may, in his discretion, allow such evidence to be given . 1 


3. Eight of accused to apply for process for compelling 
attendance of witnesses. — This section makes it obligatory on the 
part of the Magistrate, except in the cases specified therein, to issue 
process at the instance of the accused to compel the attendance of the 
witnesses named by him . 1 A non-compliance with the section in this 
respect is not a mere irregularity curable by the application of S. 537 
of the Code.- It is prim a facia an illegality which will cause serious 


Note 2a 


1. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 448 (44S) : 31 Cri L Jour 119S, Ramasami Mudaliar v„ 
Ramalmqa TJ ctciyav • 

Note 3 


1. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (133) : 38 Or. L. J. 4Si,Ishar Singh v.ShamaDusadlu 
(’97) 1 Cal W N 19 (20, 21), Mowla Bux v. Dcrasatulla. 

(’70) 14 Sutli W R Cr 81 (82), In re Boolakcc. 

(’70) 13 Sutk W R Cr 56 (58), Queen v. Siddhoo. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1002 (1002) : 2 Low Bur Rul 270, Shwc Bwcn v. Emperor. 

(’75) 24 Sutk W R Cr 60 (60), In re Iluri Pershad. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lak 56 (56) : 32 Cri L Jour 620, Emperor v. Nand Lai. 

(94) 1894 Bat 723 (723), Queen-Empress v. Purusholam. 

(’02) 26 Bom 418 (421) : 4 Bom L R 38, Emperor v. Purusholam Kara. 

(’66) 5 Sutk W R Cr 65 (65), Queen v. Kalee Thakoor. 

(1865) 3 Sutk W R Cr 35 (36), Queen v. Abdool Sctar. 

(’69) 11 Sutk W R Cr 55 (55), Queen v. Doorgagutty. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lak 1020 (1021) : 35 Cri L Jour 396, Balisha v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 50n (50a), Jassim Sheikh v. -Jadub Chandra. 

(’70) 5 Mad H C R App xxvii. 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 5S3 (584) : 2 I. C. 365 : 5 L. B. R. 20, Ameer Batchav. Emperor* 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 207 (207) : 2 Sind L R 5, Emperor v. Dabud. 

(’71) 3 N W P H C R 271 (272), Queen v. Chotey Lai. 

(’70) 2NWPHCE 14 S (149), Queen v, Mudsooddcen. 

(’SI) 3 All 392 (394), In re Sat Narain Singh. 

(’81) 6 Cal 714 (715) : 8 Cal L Rep 70, In re Dcela Malilon. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 80 (80) : 25 Cri L Jour 310, Abdul Jabbar v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 914 (915) : 30 Cri L Jour 1155, Parbhu v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudli 386 (387): 32 Cr. L. J. 1170, Bhuncshwari Pershadv. Emperor. 
(’26) 28 Cr. L. J. 167 (16S) : 99 I. C. 599 (Lak), Hira Singh v. Emperor. (Trial 
Magistrate must make all attempts to secure tke evidence of defence witnesses 
eitker by procuring tkeir attendance or by having their evidence taken on com- 
mission.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 29 (30) : 34 Cri L Jour 468, Zamin v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 142 (143) : 24 Cr.L.J. 831, Dcbi Singh v. Emperor. (Inability 
or even refusal to pay costs of witnesses is no excuse.) 

(’05) 9 Cal W N ccliv (ccliv), Ashutosh Mallick v. Emperor. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 2S Cr, p. 48 (49), Gohar v. Empress. (Accused entitled to 
aid of Court in producing witnesses notwithstanding order of Court passed prior 
to the charge that he should be ready with bis witnesses on a particular date.) 
(’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 683 (684) : 63 Ind Cas 619 (620) (Pat), Munshi Tcli v. Emperor. 
[See also (’24) AIR 1924 All 320 (320) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1003, Keshdb Deo v. Emperor. 
(Order to tke accused that he must be ready with bis witnesses on a certain date 
is improper.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 81 (84) : 18 Cr. L. J. 317 (319), Tapeshri Prasad v. Emperor.. 
(Where accused does not press for further postponement, on tke Court’s under- 
taking to assume what the witness would prove, tke prosecution is bound by the 
undertaking though tke Court may thereafter summon and examine tke witness.)] 
See also S. 211 Note 3, S. 216 Note 2 and S. 291 Note 3. 

2. (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 548 (549) : 12 I. C. 524 (Mad), Arumugam Pillai v. Emperor. 
(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 425 (427) : 31 Mad 131, Narayana Mudali v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 914 (916) : 30 Cri L Jour 1155, Parbhu v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 411 (411) : 51 Cal 1044 : 26 Cr.L.J. 384, Ilanomohan Dastidar 
v. Bankim Behari. 
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prejudice to the accused and hence the conviction will he set aside iii 
such cases . 3 But the section does not compel the Magistrate to ask 
the accused if he means to. call witnesses; it is his right to apply for- 
process and if he fails to do so, he cannot afterwards complain that he 
was not given an opportunity to adduce evidence . 4 

The duty of the Magistrate under the section is not exhausted 
with his issuing a summons for the attendance of a witness in the first 
instance. If the process first issued fails, the accused is entitled to call 
upon the Court to issue further processes to compel the attendance of 
the witness . 5 But in exceptional cases the Magistrate can re-consider 
his decision to issue process and may refuse to compel the attendance 
of a witness if he finds that the application for process against him 


(’09) 10 Cr. L. ,T. 207 (207) : 2 S L E 5, Emperor v. Dabud. (Conviction arrived 
at in violation of this .section cannot be supported.) 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 80 (SO) : 23 Cri L Jour 310, Abdul Jabbar v. Emperor. 

4. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 828(829) : 17 1.C. 572 (Mad), Vaillnnalha Iyer v. E'uppu Therein. 
[ Sec (’97) 1897 Rat 93S (938), Queen-Empress v. Lapprcij .] 

5. (’38) 42 CalWN 813(844), Ramdhan Mondal v. Girdhari Mondal. (Failure to- 
pass an order on application for issue of fresh process vitiates the trial.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 72 (73) : 35 Cal 1093, Rohimuddi Ilowladar v. Emperor. 

(1865) 9 Snth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Kobo Coomar Bancrjcc. 

(’05) 9 Cal IV N ccxxix (ccxxix), Ecdarnath Das v. Bhaba Sankar Bhattacharjca. 
(’06) 10 Cal tV N vii (vii), Jasscm Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(’32) 1932 Mad tV N 1349 (1350), Ramasamy Mudaliar v. Ramalinga Odayan. 
(’22) AIR 1922Lah71 (71): 22 Cr.L.J. 497, Muhammad Din v. Emperor. (Refusal. 

to resummon witnesses is material irregularity and cannot be cured by S. 537.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Lull 143 (144) : 22 Cri L Jour 501, Sahara v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 196 (197) : 25 Cri L Jour 293, Ponihiram Joab v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1920 Col 1088 (10SS) : 27 Cr.L.J. 841, Upendranaih v. Jogcndranalh. 
{'20) AIR 1920 All 59 (00) : 21 Cri L Jour 340, Jhabboo v. Emperor. 

(’02) G Cal tV N 548 (550), Bhomar Munshi v. Digambar Das. 

(’92) 1692 Rat 594 (593), Queen v. Shamsherka. 

(’78) 3 Cal 573 (583) : 1 Cal L Rep 352, Empress v. Rajcoomar Singh. 

(’81) 4 All 53 (34) : 1881 All tV N 102, Empress of India v. Rukn-ud-din. 

(’84) 10 Cal 931 (931, 932), Queen v. Dhananjoi Chowdhury. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 714 (714) : 21 Cri L Jour 336, Amrit Mandcr v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 272 (272) : 19 Cri L Jour 902 : 3 Pat L Jour 632, Mahomed ■ 
Zamiruddin v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 207 (20S) : 32 Cri L Jour 613, Dtvaraka Singh v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 139 (140) : 26 Cri L Jour 1627, Ramsakal Rai v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 All 142 (142) : 23 Cri L Jour 124, Bissay v. Emperor. (It is the- 
business of the Court to see that its summonses and warrants are duly executed.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 534 (534) : 24 Cri L Jour 370, Mihir Lai Boy v. Emperor. 
(When accused informs the Court that witness summoned by him was ill, and 
asks for adjournment to produce him, the application should not be refused on 
the ground that it was not accompanied by medical certificate.) 

[See also (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 55 (56) : 3 Pat 591 : 25 Cri L Jour 1255, Jamuna 
Singh v. Emperor. (If witness is unable to attend Court owing to illness the 
Court should ascertain whether it will be possible for the witness to attend within 
a reasonable time, if not, then his evidence should he taken on commission.) 
(’34)AIR1934Nag39(42) : 35 Cr.L.J. 411, Samuel v. Emperor. (District Magistrate- 
cited as witness before a subordinate Magistrate; the former issuing a memo to 
the latter to consider with reference to S. 257, whether it is not a case of 
causing vexation or annoyance and the Magistrate thereupon cancelling his 
previous order; the accused applied for transfer on the ground that he was appre- 
hensive of not having a fair trial — Held-, that the procedure adopted by the 
District Magistrate was irregular and that it was a proper case for transfer.)] 

[Out Compare (’26) AIR 1926 All 298 (298) : 27 Cri L Jour 383, Puran v. Emperor. 
(Where the application for summonses was made late and granted on the under- 
standing that no adjournment would be allowed if the witnesses did not appear,, 
the accused cannot insist on adjournment.)] 


Section 25T-' 
Kote 3 . 
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faction 257 
Motes 3-5 


is made for purpose of vexation or delay . 0 A Court should not order 
the accused to pay adjournment costs on the absence of a witness 
summoned on his behalf . 7 ■ See also the undermentioned case . 8 

Under this section the accused is entitled to compel the appea- 
rance, as a witness, even of the trying Magistrate himself and to enable 
the accused to do so, the case should be transferred to some other 
Court if he applies for such transfer . 9 

That Magistrate can issue a process who is seised of the case and 
not any other Magistrate . 10 

Where an application is made under this section for summoning 
witnesses, the Magistrate must deal with the application and pass an 
order either granting or refusing it; merely keeping it on the file is 
not proper . 11 

5. Reasons for refusal to issue process. — The right of the 
accused to claim the issue of process under this section to compel the 
production of evidence on his behalf is not an absolute one. The 
Magistrate can refuse to issue process at his instance if he considers 
that the application for process has been made for the purpose of 
vexation or delay or for defeating the ends of justice} But the 

>6. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 632 (632) : 31 Cri L Jour 720, Sadayan Ghettyx. Emperor. 
(Section confers a large discretion and by the mere fact that a Magistrate has 
once subpoenaed witnesses under the section, he is not bound to compel their 
attendance if he is satisfied that it is unnecessary for the purposes of justice.) 
•(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 139 (140) : 26 Or. L. J. 1627, Ramsalcal Rai v. Emperor. (As a 
general proposition it should be considered that once a Magistrate has given orders 
that a certain witness should be called, he should take such steps as may be 
necessary and possible to enforce his attendance but it cannot be suggested that 
in no case it is possible for the Magistrate, if he comes to the conclusion that the 
attendance of the witness is not really necessary to dispense with that person’s 
attendance.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 652 (652) :29 CriL Jour 725, Saminatha v. Ktippusamy. 

■(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 207 (208) : 32 Gri L Jour 613, JDwarka Singh v. Emperor. 

"7, (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (133) : 38 Cr. L. J. 484, Ishar Singh v. Shama Dusadh. 
•S. (’81) 1881 All W N 38 (38), Empress v. Dhan Kislian. (Complainant cited 
by accused as his principal witness being in a Native State was not available as 
a witness — Held, that the Magistrate acted wrongly in having acquitted the 
accused on ground of the absence of the statement of the principal witness for 
■the defence but he should have pronounced judgment upon the evidence on the 
record.) 

•9. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 338 (339): 26 All 536 : 1904 All W N 94, Emperor v. Abdul Latif. 
[See also (’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 60 (62) : 4 Beng L R App Cr 15, Qucenx.Mookta 
Singh.] 

•10. (’14) AIR 1914 All 197 (198) : 36 All 13 : 15 Cr. L. J. 164, Mangalx. Emperor. 
11. (’38) 42 Cal W N 843 (844), Ramdhan Mondal v. Girdhari Mondal. (Failure 
to pass an order on an application for issue of fresh process on the failure of the 
first process vitiates the'trial.) 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 69 (70): 29 S.L.R. 6i: 36 Ci\h.J.8S9,Kundanlalx. Emperor. 

Note 4 

•1. (’14) AIR 1914 All 382 (386) : 36 All 239 : 15 Cr.L.J. 212, Juggan v. Emperor. 
(Twenty witnesses in first list summoned — Second list of 200 witnesses refused 
as vexatious.) 

•(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 454 (454) : 27 Cr.L.J. 543, Yusuf Ali v. Emperor. (Magistrate 
cannot arbitrarily limit number of witnesses to be produced by the accused.) 

■(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 136 (136) : 36 Cr. L. J. 559, Joty Parshad v. Amba Parshad. 
■(’93) 20 Cal 469 (473), Nillcanta Singh v. Queen-Empress. 

,(1900) 27 Cal 370 (372) : 4 C W N 469, Zamunia v. Ram Tahal. 

,(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 29 (30) : 34 Ori.L Jour 468, Zamin v. Emperor. 
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Magistrate must consider the case of each witness individually before Section 257 

deciding that the application with reference to him has been made for Note & 

any of the purposes specified in the section." Further, the section ^ 

requires that the Magistrate must record his reasons for refusing to 

issue process in compliance with the accused’s application . 3 But it has 

been held that the Magistrate's order need not expressly state that the 

application for process has been made for the purpose of vexation or 

delay and that it is sufficient if it states facts which lead to the 

conclusion that the application has been made for such a purpose . 4 

An application for process under this section can be refused only 
on the ground of its having been made for the purpose of vexation or 
delay or for defeating the ends of justice. The mere fact that the 
Magistrate thinks that the evidence of the proposed witness will not be 
material is not sufficient for refusing the application for process . 0 Nor 
can the Magistrate take upon himself the responsibility of selecting 
the witnesses for the defence . 0 His duty is to issue process for the 
attendance of all the witnesses named by the accused unless the 
application for process is vitiated for the reasons mentioned in the 
section. But where an unduly large number of witnesses are asked to 
be summoned, it is open to the Magistrate to conclude, in the circum- 
stances of a case, that the application for process is made for purposes 
■of delay . 7 But where in spite of the largeness of the number of 

{See also (’71) 1G Sutli W R Or 28 (30, 31) : 7 Beng L It 5G4, Queen-Empress v. 

Bholanath Mukcrjcc."] 

2. (’02) 2G Born 418 (421) : 4 Bom L It 38, Emperor v. Pursholtam. 

3. (’21) AIR 1924 Pat 142 (143) : 24 Cri L -Tour 831, Dchi Singh v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 411 (411) : 31 Cal 1044 : 20 Cri L .Tour 384, Manomohan v. 

Bankim Beliari. (Failure to record reasons is illegal.) 

(’02) 20 Bom 418 (421) : 4 Bom L R 38, Emperor v. Purusholtam. 

(’03) 10 Cri L Jour 207 (207) : 2 Sind L R 5, Emperor v. Dabud. 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 914 (916) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1155, Parbhu v. Emperor. (Omission 
to record reasons is an illegality and defect cannot be cured by S. 537.) 

(’95) 1895 All W N 40 (41), Empress v. Bam Charan Lai. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 241 (242), Sreenath v. Empress. 

4. (07) 6 Cri L Jour 1 (G) : 11 C W N 789, Wahid Ali Khan v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 10G (107) : 25 Cri L Jour 401, In re Narayana Menon. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 528(530) : 39 Cr.L.J. 211, SuppayaClicttyar v. Karuppaya 
Pillay. (Mere fact tlmt the accused is not able to satisfy Magistrate that -witnesses 
named by him would give material evidence is not a sufficient reason.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 548 (549) : 12 Ind Cas 524 (Mad), Arumugam Pillai v. Emperor. 

(Application refused on ground that witness would not give any reliable evidence.) 

(’82) 2 Weir 263 (264), InreMarinagi Rcddi. (Magistrate cannot refuse application 
merely because evidence appears to be not material or reliable.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 420 (421) : 24 Cri L Jour G86, Ganpat Bai v. Emperor. 

>(’71) 15 Sutk W R Cr 15 (15, 16), In re Mohinia Ghunder Shah. 

{See also (’32) AIR 1932 All 125 (126) : 33 Cr. L.J. 528 : 54 All 331, Balkrishna 
Sharnia v. Emperor. (Under rules of the Allahabad High Court, the Magistrate 
can ask for certificate from pleader of accused that witness is material.)] 

[But see (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 106 (110) : 25 Cr.L.J. 401, In re Narayana Menon. 

(Holding that evidence is not going to be of any use is tantamount to holding 
that the application is vexatious.)] 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 125(131):15 Lah 407:29 Cr.L.J. 212, Taj Md.x. Emperor. 

[See also (’83) 1883 All W N 189 (190), Empress v. Harpat. (It is no part of the 

•Judge’s duty to examine the prisoner’s witness, when his pleader has refused to 
do so.)] 

7. (’32) AIR 1932 All 125(126):54 All 331:33 Cr.L.J. 528, Balhrishnax. Emperor. 
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Section 257 witnesses asked to be summoned, the Magistrate does not think that 

Note 4 the application for process is made for the purpose of delay or vexation, 

. he has no option hut to accede to the prayer for process. 8 Nor can he, 
in such a case, arbitrarily restrict the number of witnesses to be 
summoned. 9 

The mere fact that an application for process is made at a late 
stage of the proceeding is not by itself a ground for refusing it. 10 But 
an unduly belated application for process is liable to be construed as 
made for the purpose of delay or vexation. 11 

Where an application for process is first made in respect of some 
witnesses and then in respect of others, that by itself is no ground for 
holding that the latter application is made for the purpose of delay or 
vexation. 12 

Where a Magistrate summons a number of witnesses under this 
section, he must be presumed to have concluded that their production 
has not been sought for vexation or delay and the Magistrate cannot 
thereafter arbitrarily limit the number of witnesses to be examined. 123 

See also the undermentioned cases. 13 


(’OS) 7 Or. L. J. 140 (153) : 7 C L J 177 : 12 C \V N 299 : 35 Cal 2-13, Chintoman 
Singh v. Emperor. (Demand to examine about 1000 witnesses was held to be 
vexatious.) 

8. (’32) AIR 1932 All 125(12G):54 All 331:33 Cr.L.J. 528, Balkrishna v. Emperor. 

9. (’2G) AIR 1926 Lali 451 (454) : 27 Cri L Jour 543, Yusuf All v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal G9 (G9) : 20 Cri L Jour 201, Amirulla v. Emperor. 

(’07) 17 Mad L Jour (NRC) G2 (G2). 

10. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (133) 38 Cri L .Tour 484, Isliar Singh v. Shama 

Dusadli. (Although the accused files his list of witnesses late, if the Magistrate' 
does not consider that the witnesses are being summoned in order to cause delay 
in the trial of the case, it is the duty of the Magistrate to summon the defence 
witnesses and to see that they attend the Court.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 150 (151) : 9 I. C. S97 (Mad), In rcVynsa Rao. (It depends upon 
the circumstances of each case whether a belated application should be granted 
or not.) 

[See (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 53G (537) : 24 Cr. L. J. 835, Beni v. Emperor. (Trifling 
delay in applying should not be considered as material.)] 

11 . (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 218 (221):14 I. C. 314:39 Cal 7S1, Kudrutullahx. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 150 (151) : 9 I. C. S97 (Mad), In rc Vyasa Rao. 

12. (’31) AIR 1931 Oudli 3SG(3S7) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1176, Bhuncshwari v. Emperor. 
[See also (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 53G (537) : 24 Cri L Jour 835, Beni v. Emperor.'] 
[See However (’14) AIR 1914 All 197 (19S) : 15 Cr. L. J. 1G4 : 36 All 13, Mangal 

v. Emperor. (Right of the accused is restricted to have those mentioned in the 
list to be summoned — If once he has exhausted his right by putting in a list he 
can only move the Court under S. 540.] 

12a. (’35) AIR 1935 All G3S (G39) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1142, Tchchand v. Emperor. (At 
least reasons for not hearing the witnesses should be recorded in writing.) 

13 . (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 5GG (5G7) : 12 I. C. 654 (Mad), Lumno of Mahalunma v. 
Emperor.. (Accused charged with recruiting coolies from Agency tract — Applica- 
tion by him for summons to the persons alleged to have been recruited is not one 
for vexation or delay.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 243 (244) : 24 Cri L Jour S40, In rc Ayaryali Polchcr. (The 
inconvenience and expense to the State entailed by the conveyance of three con- 
victs from Coimbatore to Calicut was held to be not so serious that application 
for the attendance of these witnesses should be deemed to bemadeforthepurpose 
of vaxation or delay or defeating the ends of justice.) 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 7 (7) : 6 Beng L R App G5, Ram Sahia v. Sunhcr Bahadur . 
(Magistrate cannot refuse to summon witnesses on the ground that they are im- 
plicated in the charge.) 



PROCESS FOR COMPELLING PRODUCTION OF EVIDENCE Inf!?, 

5. Production of documentary evidence by accused. — An Section 257 

accused is entitled to produce documentary as yell as oval evidence Notes 5-8 

in liis defence. The Magistrate should inspect the documents offered 

by the accused before excluding them. 1 This section also entities the 

accused to apply for process to compel the production of documentary 

evidence in his favour. Before issuing process, the Magistrate should 

satisfy himself that the documents called for have some bearing on 

the issues in the case and are relevant. 2 See also the undermentioned 

cases. 3 

This section does not control the provisions of s. 01 . Therefore, 
even before the case has reached the stage indicated by this section, it 
is open to the Magistrate to summon the production of n document at 
the instance of the accused if ilic conditions laid down in S. 91 are 
satisfied. 4 See s. 91 Koto 2. 

Under s. 139 of the Evidence Act a person merely summoned to 
produce a document does not become a witness and cannot be cross- 
examined unless and until he is called as a witness. 5 

6. Right of accused to cross-examine prosecution witnesses. 

— It has been seen in the Kotes under s. 259 that an accused in 
warrant-cases has three opportunities to cross-examine prosecution 
witnesses: (a) before the charge is framed; (b) after the charge is 
framed and before the accused is called upon to enter upon his defence 
and (c) under this section, after the accused has entered upon his 
defence. Hence, subject to the restrictions contained in this section, 
an accused is entitled, even after ho has entered upon his defence, to 
have re-summoned for cross-examination any prosecution witness 
that he may name. 1 The distinction between the right of the accused 

Note 5 

1. ('09) 10 Cri L .Tour 492 (493) : 4 Ind Cas G7 (Cal), Brinddban v. Ishaqquddin. 

(Value of a document cannot be judged before it is produced and inspected.) 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 135 (13G) : 8 Sind L R 2G7 : 1G Cri L .Tour 245, Tahilram 
LUaram v. Pilambardas. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 420 (422) : 24 Cr. L. .T. G8G, Ganpal v. Emperor. (Accused 
is entitled to production of Court records instead of being put to the expense of 
obtaining copies.) 

(’70) 14 Suth TV R Cr 77 (77) : G Beng L R App 59, In re Shib Prasad. (Appli- , 
cation for copies should be granted irrespective of question of their being material 
or necessary — Question of admissibility is to be determined at the hearing of 
.the case.) 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 13 (18) : 29 Sind L R 92 : 3G Cr.L.-T. 581 (FB), Mohamcd 
■ Eahim v. Emperor. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 331 (337) : 38 Cri L Jour 491, Eanhaiya Lai v. Emperor. 

(Accused summoning complainant at -the close of trial to produce account hooks — . 

Cross-examination of complainant by prosecution to fill up gaps in evidence — 

Procedure condemned.) 

Note 6 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 149 (150) : 21 Cr.L.J. 814: 5 Pat LJ 94, Ramyadv. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 411 (411) : 51 Cal 1044 : 2G Cri L Jour 384, Manmnohan v. 

Banhim Behari. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 609 (G13) : 4G Mad 449 : 24 Cri L Jour 547 (FB), Tarisai 
• Rowthcr v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 578 (579) : 30 Cri L Jour 380, Emperor v. Sadhu Singh. 

(’07) 11 Cal TV K ceciii (ccciv), Hemanta Kumar Sarhar v. Sayad Ali. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad G32 (G32) : 31 Cri L Jour 720, Sadayan Chetti v. Emperor. 
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Section 257 
Notes 6-7 


under this section and his right under S. 25G is that while his right to 
re- call and cross-examine prosecution witnesses under S. 256 is an' 
absolute one, his right under this section is subject to the discretion of 
the Magistrate . 2 Where a prosecution witness is re-summoned under 
this section at the instance of the accused, he does not thereby lose his 
character as a prosecution witness and can he cross-examined by him . 3 
Where there are two accused in a case and their cases are adverse to. 
each other, the witnesses called by one of the accused in his defence 
can be cross-examined by the other accused .' 1 

See also Note 7. 

7. Proviso to sub-section (i). — The first paragraph of sub- 
s.(l) provides inter alia that the accused is entitled to the issue of 
process for compelling the attendance of prosecution witnesses for 
cross-examination subject to the discretion of the Magistrate to refuse 
his application for process on the ground of its being made for the 
purpose of vexation or delay or for defeating the ends of justice.. The 
proviso enacts an exception to this rule. It embodies a prohibition' 
to the effect that if the accused has already cross-examined or has 
had the opportunity of cross-examining any witness after the charge 
was framed, the attendance of such witness should not be compelled 
except where it is necessary for the purposes of justice . 1 But where 
the accused has not had a sufficient opportunity of cross-examining 


2. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 201 (205) : 43 Mad 411 : 21 OriL Jour 297, IF. E. Lockley 
v. Emperor. (Application to resummon witness discharged on accused’s repre- 
sentation falls under S. 257.) 

(1900) 27 Gal 370 (372) : 4 Cal YV N 469, Zamunia v. Bam Tahal. 

3. (’97) 1 Cal W N 19 (21), Moivla Bux v. Derasatulla. 

(’01) 28 Cal 594 (596), Sheoprakash Singh v. TF. D. Bawlins. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 32 (32) : 23 Cri L Jour 192, Venku Reddy v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 129 (129, 130) : 28 Cri L Jour 32, Lakshmayya v. Emperor. 
(Accused need not state in his application for summons that he wants the witness 
for cross-examination.) 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 210 (215) : 41 Cri L Jour 639, Cliaman Lai v. Emperor. 
(Reason for allowing one accused to cross-examine the witness of another co- 
accused is that the evidence of the witness may be used against the co-accused.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 401 (403), Bam Chand v. Eanif Sheikh. 

[But see (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 75 (76), Queen v. Suroop Chunder Pal.'] 

See also S. 290 Note 3. 


Note 7 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 24 (25) : 39 Cri L Jour 950, Sonu Kurmi v. Emperor. 
(Opportunity given to' accused to cross-examine witnesses for prosecution after- 
charge not availed of — Magistrate is justified in declining to resummon witnesses 
for cross-examination.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 914 (915) : 17 Lah 284 : 38 Cri L Jour 24, Khuda Bakhsh v. 
Emperor. (Accused refusing to cross-examine prosecution witnesses before and 
after charge — Refusal to recall them for cross-examination at the time of arguments 
is justified.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 578 (579) : 30 Cri L Jour 380, Emperor v. Sadhu Singh. 

(’93) 20 Cal 469 (473), Nilkanta Singh v. Queen-Empress. (It lies upon the party, 
who thinks himself aggrieved to show that the ends of justice would be frustrated 
in consequence of the refusal to recall the witnesses.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 696 (697) : 27 Cri L Jour 353, Ajo Mian v. Emperor. (Mere 
fact that an accused’s lawyers decline to cross-examine such witnesses or the 
mere fact that such witnesses were not cross-examined does not compel Court to, 
summon.) i 
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a prosecution witness after the framing of the charge, his attendance 
may he compelled under this section. 2 

The proviso restricts only the issue of process for compelling the 
attendance of witnesses. It does not restrict the cross-examination of 
witnesses who are present in Court P The Magistrate is not required 
by the proviso to record his reasons for not being satisfied that it is 
necessary for. the ends of justice that the attendance of any witness 
should he compelled. 4 

7a. Examination of witness present in Court though not 
summoned. — This section doe3 not apply to the examination of a 
witness who is present in Court though not summoned. Such a witness 
can he examined by the Court under S. 540, but there is no obligation 
on the Court to examine him. 1 

8. Power to require deposit of expenses of witnesses before sum- 
moning them. — See Notes to S. 544. 

258.* ( 1 ) If in any case under this Chapter 
in which a charge has been framed the 
eqm 0 . finds the accused not guilty, 

he shall record an order of acquittal. 

( 2 ;t Where in any case under this Chapter the 
Conviction. Magistrate does not proceed in accordance 
with the provisions of section 349 or section 562, he 
shall, if he finds the accused guilty, pass sentence 
upon him according to law. 

Sub-section (2) was substituted for the original sub-section (2) by the Code 
of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

* 1882 : S. 258; 1872 ; S. 220; 1861 : S. 255. 

■) Sub-section (2) of original section of 1898 Code ran thus : 

Convict' on H in any such case the Magistrate finds the accused 

’ ‘ guilty, he shall pass sentence upon him according to law, 

1 Sec also ('33) AIR 1933 Pat 598 (599) : 35 Cri L Jour 95, Mohammad Bafi. 
v. Emperor. (Discretion exercised by Magistrate in disallowing farther cross- 
examination of prosecution witness— Objection not taken in appeal before Sessions 
Judge — High Court will not entertain ground in revision.)] 

[But see (’99) 4 Cal W N 241 (242), Srecnaih v. Empress. (Submitted not good 
law.] 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 186 (188) : 32 Cri L Jour 1202, Chint Bam v. Emperor _ 
(’32) AHt 1932 Nag 71 (72) : 33 Cri L Jour 731, Cliamru v. Emperor. (Accused’s 

pleader unable to appear and cross-examine on the previous occasion under S.25G- 
— Held his application under S. 257 was improperly refused.) 

(’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 572 (573) : 62 Ind Cas 588 (Pat), Bisheshwar Singh v. Emperor. 

• (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 240 (240) : 28 Cri L Jour 425, Jairam Kunbi v. Emperor. 

3. (32) AIR 1932 Nag 137 (137) : 28 Nag L R 254 ; 33 Cr. L. J. 940, Bamachandrcr 
v. Emperor. 

[See also (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 253 (255) : 29 Cri L Jour 308, Bameshwar Sahu v. 
Emperor. (Once a summons has been issued and the witness is before the Court, 
there is no jurisdiction in the Court, to dictate to the accused the terms upon' 
which the examination of the witness shall be conducted — If the accused wishes- 
to put questions in cross-examination, Magistrate is bound to allow them.)] 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 696 (700) : 27 Cri L Jour 353, A jo Mian v. Emperor. 

Note 7a 

1. (’34) 1934 Mad W N 97 (98), Marhnuthu Padayachi v. Emperor, 
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Section. 258 
Motes 1-2 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. “In which a charge has been 

framed.” 

3. “The Magistrate finds the ac- 

cused not guilty.” 


4. “He shall record an order of 

acquittal.” 

5. Sub-section (2) — Procedure 

under S. 349. 

6. Sentence. 


Other Tonics ( miscellaneous ) 


Absence of charge — Effect. See Note 2. 
Absence of complainant. See Note 3. 
Acquittal — Not discharge or dismissal. 
See Note 4. 

No evidence after charge — Conviction 
not necessary. See Note 3. 


Sending co-accused under S. 349. See 
Note 4. 

Strength of prosecution and not weakness 
of defence. See S. 257 Note 1. 

'Withdrawal by complainant. SecNote 3. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1861 and 1872 — 

The following explanation was added to s. 220 of the Code of 1872 : 

“If a charge is drawn up, the prisoner must cither be acquitted or convicted. 
If no charge is drawn up, there can be no judgment of acquittal or conviction 
except in the case provided for in Explanation 1 to S. 216.” 

This gave legislative effect to the undermentioned decisions 1 under 
the Code of 1861. 

Changes made in 1882 — 

The explanation to S. 220 of the Codo 1872 was omitted and. the 
words “if in any case . framed” were introduced into the section. 

Changes made by Act XVIII of 1923 — 

The words “where in any case under this Chapter the Magistrate 
•does not proceed in accordance with the provisions of section 349 or 
section 562” were added in sub-section (2). 


2. “In which a charge has been framed.” — In warrant- 
cases, an order of acquittal or conviction can ho passed only after a 
■charge has been framed: 1 But the mere fact that a charge has not been 
framed does not invalidate the proceedings unless a failure of justice 
lias in fact been occasioned thereby. 2 See s. 535. Moreover, in warrant- 
cases tried summarily, S. 263 expressly dispenses with the framing of 
a formal charge, and the absence of a charge is no bar to an order, 
of acquittal or conviction. 3 


Section 258 — Note 1 

1. (’66) 5 Suth AV R Gr 58 (58), In re- Slioodnn Mundlc. 

•(’67) 8 Suth W r R Cr 45 (46), Queen v. Bipro Doss. 

(’GS) 9 Suth tV R Cr 15 (15), Goonath Mundlc v. Troyloclco. 

■f’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 65 (65, GG): 4 Bong L R A Cr 1, Queen v. Goburdhun Bern. 

Note 2 

1. (’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Japit Ahir. (Acquittal.) 

•(’91) 1891 All \V N 80 (81), E7iiprcss v. Kallu. (Fact that charge has not been 
framed lends corroboration to view that a certain order is one of discharge and 
not of acquittal.) 

‘ [Sec also (’86) 1886 All W N 260 (260), Empress v. Jadui] 

2. (’79) 3 Cal L R 131 (133), In the matter of Joja Pashan. 

•(’81) 1881 All W N 142 (142), Hanuman v. Ahmad Ali. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur S8 (89): 18 Cr. L. .T. 1006 (1007) Orilal v. Ealu. (Where 
a case was tried in all respects as a warrant-case except that no charge was 
framed, it was held that order of discharge amounted to an order of acquittal.) 

3. (1900-02) l.Low Bur Rul 9 (10), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Lun. 
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The law contemplates that where there is a prim a facia case 
against the accused, a charge. should be framed and. if after taking the 
evidence for the defence after such charge it is found that the evidence 
is not sufficient to justify conviction, the accused should be acquitted. 
Hence it is most improper for a Magistrate to proceed without framing 
a charge and after taking all the evidence for the defence discharge 
the accused on finding that he cannot be convicted. Such a course is 
most unfair to the accused as it deprives him of the benefit of an 
acquittal to which he is rightfully entitled under the circumstances. 
The order of discharge in such a case virtually amounts to an acquittal 
and the Court of revision would not be justified in ordering further 
enquiry in such cases. 4 See Kotos under S. 430. 

The section contemplates that the charge is subsisting at the time 
the order of acquittal is passed. If, therefore, by operation of law the 
charge is cancelled, as when a dc novo trial is ordered under s. 350, 
the Magistrate is in the same position as if it had never been framed 
and, hence, cannot pass an order of acquittal. 5 

3. “ The Magistrate finds the accused not guilty.” — An 
order of acquittal can be recorded under this section only when the 
Magistrate finds the accused not guilty. 1 Thus, he cannot acquit the 
accused merely because the complainant or his witnesses are absent 
on the date of hearing" (see S. 259 and Notes thereunder) or because 
the complainant offers to withdraw his complaint. 3 Similarly, where 
the Court finds that it has no jurisdiction to try the ease, the proper 
order to pass is one of discharge and not of acquittal. 31 ’ See Ss. 248 
and 345 and Notes thereunder. 

4. (’89) 2 C P L R 82 (83, 81), Empress v. Bhagwan Malce. 

(’83) 1883 Pun He No. 29 Cr, p. 7G (77), Taba v. Hira Singh. 

5. (’30) MB 1930 Nag 153 (150): ILE (1930) Nag 92: 37 Cr. L. J. 983, Tulcaram 
Janha v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 77 (77): 37 Bom 309 : 18 Ind Cas 413, Emperor v. Banchhod. 
f’25) AIR 1925 Oudlr 314 (314) : 20 Cri L Jour 400, Emperor v. Godhan. 

Z. (’37) AIE 1937 All 127 (129) : 38 Cri L .Tour 301, Ear Kishan v. Emperor. 
(Absence on the date fixed for cross-examination.) 

(’33) AIB 1933 Cal 358 (358): 34 Cr.L.J. 498, N utbehari Sarhar v. Saroda Prosad. 
(’90) 1890 Bat 524 (524), Queen v. Nanaji. 

f’25) AIR 1925 Oudk 300 (300): 27 Oudh Cas 310: 20 Cri L Jour 264, Bam Bahsh 
v. J air am Das. 

•(’21) 22 Cri L Jour 312 (312) : 00 Ind Cas 1000 (1000) (Lali), Narain Das v. 
Mevja Singh. 

[See (’25) AIB 1925 Oudk 314 (314) : 26 Cri L Jour 400, Emperor v. Godhan. 
(Parties absent after tke charge is framed — Order of discharge is not proper.)] 
[See also (’81) 1881 All W N 38 (38), Empress v. Dhan Eishen. (Accused citing 
complainant as his principal witness — Magistrate finding it difficult to procure 
tke attendance of the complainant — He cannot acquit tke accused merely on 
this ground.)] 

[Gut see (’30) AIB 1930 All 795 (790) ; 53 All 39 : 32 Cri L Jour 360, Emperor v. 
Nazir Husain. (Complainant and kis witnesses absent on tke day fixed for 
their cross-examination without sufficient reason — Order of acquittal and not 
order of discharge is tke proper order to pass in suck a case.)] 

3. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 77 (77) : 37 Bom 369 : 18 I. C. 413, Emperor v. Banchhod. 
3a. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 253 (254) : 5 1. C. 830 : 1910 Pun Be No. 7 Cr, Gohul Chand 
v. Phulchand. 


Section 258 
Notes 2-3 
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Under s. 254 a charge is to he framed only when the Magistrate 
finds that the prosecution has made out a prima facia case against 
the accused. .But this does not mean that where a charge is framed, 
the Magistrate is bound to convict the accused merely because he fails, 
to produce any evidence of rebuttal. Thus, he is bound to acquit if at 
the time of giving judgment he has reasonable doubt of the guilt of 
the accused . 4 As to appreciation of evidence in criminal cases, see the 
undermentioned cases. r> 

5. “He shall record an order of acquittal.” — Once a charge 
is framed in a warrant-case the Magistrate has no power to discharge- 
the accitscd. 1 He must either acquit the accused or convict him unless- 
he decides to proceed under S. 349 or S. 562. 

The proper order to pass under the section, if the Magistrate finds 
the accused not guilty, is to acquit the accused. An order dismissing 
the complaint or discharging the accused is not a proper order. But 
where such an order is passed and the meaning of the Magistrate is- 
clear, the effect of the order is only that of acquittal . 2 

Under this section the Magistrate is bound to acquit the accused 
if he finds him not guilty. He cannot refer his case under S. 349 merely 
because there are other accused tried along with him who are, in the 
opinion of the Magistrate, guilty and whose case he decides to refer 
under section 349. 3 

5. Sub-section (2) — Procedure under section 3$9 Under 

S. 349 the Magistrate who decides to proceed under that section has 

4. (’96) 1S9G Rat 854 (854), Queen v. Chanbasappa Madiappa. 

See also S. 254 Note 4 and S. 25G Note 10. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 1 (4) : 41 Gri L Jour 3G9, In rc Kanalcasabai Pillai. 
(Evidence entirely circumstantial — Reasonable interpretation favourable to- 
accused possible — It should not be rejected even if unfavourable interpretation is 
equally or even a -little more reasonable.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Mad 19G (200) : 1LR (1940) Mad 15S : 41 Cri L Jour 437 (EB), 
In rc Gurusivami Tcvar. (Conviction can be based on uncorroborated dying 
declaration if found true.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind G (7) : 35 Gri L Jour 73G, Emperor v. Mahomed Kliabar. 
(Absence of ascertainable motives comes to nothing if crime is proved to have - 
been committed by a sane person.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 124 (129) : 35 Gri L Jour S04 : 9 Luck 517, Gaya Din v. 
Emperor. (Whore major portion of prosecution evidence is found to be false it is 
impossible to build up a case of an offence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 22 (2G):28S.L.R.84:36Cr. L. J. S18, Bhihchand Gangaram 
v. Emperor. (Presumption of innocence in favour of accused is not lost or rebutted 
merely because accused makes a false defence or makes use of false testimony.) 
(’21) AIR 1921 Lali 89 (90) : 22 Cr. L. J. 595, Hari Earn v. Emperor. (No infer- 
ence of guilt can be drawn from a false statement of accused.) 

Note 4 

1. (’91) 1891 All W N 80 (81), Empress v. Eallu. 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 38 (39) : 1903 Pun L R No. 175, Crown v. Nathu 
(’30) AIR 1930 All 795 (79G) : 53 All 39 : 32 Cri L Jour 36G, Emperor v. Nazir- 

Husain. (Charge framed — Complainant absent on date of hearing Accused 

cannot be discharged.) 

2. (’80) 5 Cal L R 359 (360), In the matter of Jadubar Moohcrjcc. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 62 (63), Srccnatli Mundle v. Srecnath Rajput. 

[See also (’35) AIR 1935 All 834 (835): 36 Cr. L.J. 912, Baza Hussainv. Emperor. 
(Magistrate finding accuse.d not guilty but inadvertently referring to S. 253- 
instead of S. 258 — Order is one of acquittal and not of discharge.)] 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 All 176 (176) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1630, Sultan Md. Khan v. Emperor. 
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merely to record his opinion that the accused is guilty but cannot 
convict him. Sub-s.(2) of this section, as now worded, can, however, 
be read as not necessarily prohibiting the Magistrate from finding the 
accused guilty, i. e., convicting him. The conviction will not, however, 
have any legality. 1 

See also Note 9 to section 349. 

6. Sentence. — The provisions of sub-s.(2) are mandatory. The 
Magistrate is bound to pass some sentence on the accused when he 
records a verdict of guilty, however light the sentence may be 1 unless 
he proceeds under section 5G2. 


259 .* When the proceedings have been insti- 
Absence of tuted upon complaint, and upon any day 
complainant., fixed for the hearing of the case the com- 
plainant is absent, and the offence may be lawfully 
compounded, or is not a cognizable offence, the Magis- 
trate may, in his discretion, notwithstanding anything 
hereinbefore contained, at any time before the charge 
has been framed, discharge the accused. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of 

the section. 

3. “Instituted upon complaint." 

4. “Complainant is absent.” See 

Notes under S. 247. 

5. Death of complainant. See 

Note G to S. 217. 

6. Withdrawal of complaint. See 

Notes under S. 248. 


7. “The offence may be lawfully 

compounded, or is not a cogniz- 
able offence.” 

8. “May in his discretion.” 

9. "At any time before the charge 

is framed.” 

10. Discharge the accused. 

11. Revival of case after discharge. 

See Note 13 to S. 403. See also 
S. 436 and Notes thereunder. 

12. Revision. See Note 14 to S. 439. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Absence after framing of charge. See Issue of summons in warrant-cases. See 
Note 9. Note 1 and S. 251 Note 2. 

Adjournment of trial. See Note 9. Joint trial of summons and warrant 

Comparison with Ss. 203, 204 and 209.. cases. See Note 2. 

See Note 10. . Non-applicability to cases on police- 

Comparison with S. 247. See Note 2. report. See Note 3. 

Comparison with S. 253. See Notes 2 “Striking of.” See Notes 10 and 7. 
and 10. Sufficient cause for absence. See Note 8. 


Section 258 
Notes 5-6 


Section 259 


* 1882 : S. 259; 1872 : S. 215, Expin.; 1861— Nil. 


Note 5 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 240 (240) : 52 Bom 456 : 29 Cri L Jour 904, Emperor v. 
Narayan Dhaku. (Thus conviction in such a case will not prevent further trial 
under S. 403, Cr. P. C.) 

Note 6 

1. (’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 409 (409), Queen v. Mi Bank. 

(’69) 4 Mad H C R App Ixvi (lxvii). 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr L 15 (15). 

(’84) 1884 All IV N 219 (219), Empress v. Kalua. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Rang 338 (339) : 12 Rang 419 : 36Cr.L.J .460, Emperor v. Mi Eliva. 
[But see (’28) AIR 1928 Nag 188 (189) : 24 NagL R 110: 29Cr.L. J.506, Sitaram 
Eunbi v. Emperor. (Submitted not correct.)] 

See also S. 367 Note 10. 
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Section 259 
Notes 1-2 


1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1861 and 1872 — 

There was no corresponding provision in the Code of 18G1. 1 
But in practice it was held that if owing to the absence of the 
complainant the Magistrate was satisfied that no evidence was forth- 
coming against the accused, he might discharge him . 2 

The following explanation was added to S.215 of the Code of 1872 : 
“Explanation I . — The absence of the complainant, except where the oGence 
may be lawfully compounded, shall not be deemed sufficient ground for a 
discharge, if there appears other evidence sufficient to substantiate the oGence.” 

Changes made in 18S2 — 

Instead of the Explanation I to s. 215 of 'the Code of 1872 a 
separate substantive section, viz., S. 259 was inserted in the Code. This 
section was in the same terms as that in the present Code. 

Changes made in 1928 — The words “or is not a cognizable 
offence” were added, after the word “compounded” by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, xvni of 1923. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section is 
analogous to s. 247. Both sections provide for the procedure to be 
followed in case of the absence of the complainant on the date of 
hearing. Section 247 applies to summons-cases while this section 
applies to warrant-cases. The points of distinction between the two 
sections are as follows : 

(1) Section 247 provides for the acquittal of the accused, while this 
section provides only for the discharge of the accused . 1 

(2) Section 247 makes it obligatory on the Magistrate to acquit the 
accused unless for some reason he thinks proper to adjourn the 
hearing to some other day, while this section leaves it to the 
discretion of the Magistrate to decide whether the accused should 
be discharged. 

Section 259 — Note I 

1. (18G4) 1 Sutli W It Gr 25 (25), Queen v. Jodoo Paharcc. 

(’69) 1869 Bat 16 (16), Beg. v. Goolabchand. 

(’69) 12 Sutli W R Gr 27 (28): 7 Beng L R 9a, Queen v. Bcdoor Gliosc. 

(’71) 3NWPHCE 341 (341), Queen v. Jugroop. 

[See (’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 31 (31), Nund Ball v. Bliagirutty. (There is uo 
provision for dismissal of complaint for non-attendance of complainant ns in 
summons-cases — Mere fact that summons is issued in the first instance does not 
make a warrant-case a summons-case.)] 

2. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr L 12. (Accused may be discharged if the Magistrate 
considers it unnecessary to carry on the enquiry in the absence of the complainant.) 

{’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 39 (40), Queen v. Dassoo Manjee. 

(’70) 6 Mad H G R App viii (viii). (Complainant absent — Magistrate may dismiss 
the complaint.) 

{1865) 3 Suth IV R Gr 36 (36), Queen v. Chundrai Silidar, 

{’69) 4 Mad H 0 Rul App xli (xlii). 

{’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 35 (36), Sanloo Mundlc v. Abdool Bisicas. 

{’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 47 (47, 48), Queen v. Pooran Jolalia. 

{’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 53 (53):7 Beng L R 7, TakiMahomcd\. Krishna Nath Bai. 

Note 2 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 All 340 (341):56A11750:36Cr.L.J. 65 , Sura jBalix. Emperor. 
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(.3) Section 247 applies to all offences triable as summons-cases, -while 

this section applies only to such warrant-case offences as are 

cither compoundable or non-cogni zablc. 

As said already, s. 247 applies to summons-cases, while this section 
applies to warrant-cases. The question arises as to what section applies 
to cases of a composite character involving both summons-case and 
warrant-case offences. In such cases, as has already been seen in Notes 
under s. 241, the procedure prescribed for warrant-cases should be 
followed and lienee, it is this section and not s. 247 that will apply. Hence, 
in such cases the Magistrate cannot acquit the accused on the ground 
of the absence of the complainant on the date of hearing but must only 
discharge the accused under this section if the conditions laid down 
therein are present. See also notes under s. 247. 

Section 253 also provides for the discharge of the accused in 
warrant-cases. But the grounds of discharge under that section are 
confined to cases where the 'Magistrate finds that the evidence for the 
prosecution does not make out a prima facie case against the accused 
or that the charge against the accused is groundless. There is no power- 
under that section to discharge an accused on the ground that the 
complainant is absent on the date of hearing. An accused can be 
discharged on this ground only under this section, provided the other- 
conditions for its applicability are fulfilled. 2 

The scope of the section has been enlarged by the insertion of the 
words “or is not a cognizable offence” by the amendments of 1923. The 
section as it stands applies not only to corapoundable offences but also 
to offences which though not compoundable are non-cognizable. 

3. “Instituted upon complaint.” — The section applies only to 
cases where the proceedings have been instituted upon complaint. 
Hence, where the proceedings have not been instituted upon 
complaint, the Magistrate cannot invoke the provisions of this section 
for discharging the accused on the ground of the absence of the 
prosecuting officer on the date of hearing. 1 

4. “Complainant is absent.” — See Notes under Section 247. 

5. Death of complainant. — See Note 6 to Section 247. 

6. Withdrawal of complaint. — See Notes under Section 243. 

7. “The offence may be lawfully compounded, or is not 
a cognizable offence." — As the section stood prior to the amend- 
ment of 1923, it applied only to cases where the offence charged was a 
compoundable one. 1 The scope of the section has now been enlarged 

2, (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 525 (525): 17 Cr. L. J. 193, V . R. Alexander v.R.W. Connor. 
(’84) 10 Cal 67 (67, 68): 13 C L R 408, Govinda Das v. Dulall Das. (Non-cora- 
poundable warrant-case dismissed for default — Held S. 259 was inapplicable.) 
(’91) 1891 All IV N 116 (116), Empress v. Kura. 

(1900) 4 Cal IV N 26 (27), Ram Caomar v. Ramjee. 

[See also (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 403 (404), Hrishilcesh Sen v. Parcsh Nath.] 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 352 (352) : 28 Cr. L. J. 816, Emperor v. Mannn Singh. 

Note 7 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 525 (525) : 17 Cr.L.J. 193, V. R. Alexanders. R. TV. Connor. 
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by the addition o£ the words “or is not a cognizable offence” after the 
words “ the offence may bo lawfully compounded ” in the section. 
The section therefore applies not only to cases where the offence is a 
compoundable one hut also where though it is not compoundable, it 
is non- cognizable. "Where the offence is neither compoundable nor 
non-cognizable, the section does not apply . 2 Where several offences are 
charged against the accused, it is necessary that all of them should be 
compoundable or non-cognizable in order that the section may a]iply . 3 
For the meaning of “cognizable,” see S. 4 (l) clauses (f) and (n). 

8. “ May in his discretion.” — "Under this section the Magistrate 
is not bound to discharge the accused on the absence of the complainant 
on the date of -hearing . 1 It only confers a discretion on the Magistrate 
to discharge the accused in the circumstances specified in it 2 and 
Magistrate should exercise such discretion only sparingly and discharge 
the accused . 3 Where the presence of the complainant is not at all 
necessary for proceeding with the case, the Magistrate ought not to 
discharge the accused merely because of his absence . 4 The Magistrate 
is bound to consider whether there is a prima facie case against the 
accused; and where there is no prima facie case, he will he justified in 
discharging the accused if the complainant absents himself on the date 
of hearing. But at the same time it must be remembered that the' 
primary reason for a discharge under this section is the absence of the 
complainant which raises a presumption of his wish not to proceed 
with the case. Hence, whore, despite the absence of the complainant, 
the circumstances are such as do not give rise to the inference that he 
did not wish to proceed with the case, the Magistrate ought not to 

(’84) 10 Cal 07 (G8) : 13 Cal L R 408, Govinda Das v. Dulall Das. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Bui 165 (165), King-Empci'or v. Nga Aung Nyang. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Low Bur 137 (137) : 10LowBurRul375:22Cr.L.J. 753, Emperor 
v. A.Yankaya. (Case under S. 384, Penal Code, non-cognizable but not compound- 
able — Order of discharge was held to be wrong.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 264 (264) : 17 O C 18 : 15 Cr. L. J. 230, Bamphalx, Emperor. 
(In such a case the case cannot also be struck off as the Code does not provide for 
such a course.) 

(1900) 4 Cal TV N 26 (27), Earn Goomar v. Eamjec. 

2 . (’24) AIR 1924 Lah G27 (627) : 25 Cri L Jour 87, Nabi Balcsh v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 76 (78) : 59 Bom 171 : 36 Cr.L. J. 483, Emperor x.Morarji. 

3 . (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 89 (89) : 40 Cr. L. J. 346, Alimaliomcd Joosdb v. Kastur- 
chand Balabhai. (Complaint in respect of offences, one of which was cognizable 
and non-compoundable — Section does not apply.) 

[Sec (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 352 (352) : 28 Cr.L.J. 81G, Empcrorx. MannuSingh.] 
[See also (’91) 1891 All IV N 116 (116), Empress v. Kura.'] 

Note 8 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 178 (179) : 27 Cr. L. J. 491, Mahomed A:am v. Emperor. 
(Death of complainant in a non-cognizable case — Magistrate allowed complaint 
to be continued by a fit complainant.) 

2 . (’29) AIR 1929 Rang 14 (15) : 6 Rang 664 : 30 Cri L Jour 345, U Mo Gaung 
v. U Po Sin. (Discretion not to be lightly interfered with by High Court.) 

3 . See (’81) 6 Cal 523 (528) : S Cal L R 106, Empress v. Thompson. (Case under 
S. 124 of the Presidency Magistrates Act, TV of 1877.) 

4 . (’96) 189GRat847 (848), Queen v. Mhatarji. (Case ripe for charge being framed 
— Accused ought not to be discharged merely because of complainant's absence.) 

(’69) 12 Suth TV R Cr 27 (28) : 7 Beng L R 9a, Queen v. Bcdoor. 

[Sec (’81) 6 Cal 523 (528) : 8 Cal L R 106, Empress v, Thompson. (Dismissal of 
case under S. 124, Presidency Magistrates Act, IV of 1S77,)] 

I 
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■discharge tho accused under this section. 3 Thus, where the absence of 
the complainant is due to a reasonable cause, the Magistrate ought 
not to discharge the accused under this section. 0 

9. “At any time before the charge is framed.” — This section 
■only applies to cases where the complainant is absent on a day fixed 
for the hearing before the charge is framed. If the complainant absents 
himself after the charge is framed, the Magistrate has no power to 
discharge the accused on the ground of the absence of the complainant. 1 
Nor can the accused be acquitted under S. 25S in such a case as an 
•order of acquittal under that section can only be based on a finding of 

l “not guilty” (see Notes under S.258). The only course open to the 
.Magistrate in such circumstances is to proceed with the case in the 
absence of the complainant 2 unless he decides to adjourn the case. 3 

10. Discharge the accused. — The procedure laid down in this 
■section is to discharge the accused. Similarly there are other provisions 
in the Code under which the accused may be discharged. (See ss. 209 
•and 253.) Under Ss. 203 and 20-1 the' Magistrate can dismiss a complaint. 
But the Code nowhere provides for the passing of an order striking 
■off a case, though such an order may, in suitable circumstances, bo 
-construed and treated as an order of discharge. 1 

11. Revival of case after discharge. — See Nolo 13 to Section 103. See 

also Section 430 and Notes thereunder. 

12. Revision. — See Note 14 to Section 439. 


5. ('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 184 (184) : 9 Ind Cas 1007 (Sind), Harun v. Abdul Satar. 
■6. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 403 (404), Hrishi Kcsh v. Parcsh Nath. (Complainant 
absent as he had to attend as a witness in another Court but his pleader present 
and applying for adjournment — Accused not to be discharged.) 

■(’11) 12 Cri L Jour 184 (184) : 9 Ind Cas 1007 (Sind), Harun v. Abdid Salar. 
(Prevented from attending by floods.) 

[See also (’71) 1871 Rat 59 (59), Reg v. Yirabliadra. (Incarceration of complain- 
ant in jail, after he had preferred his complaint is a sufficient cause and com- 
plaint may be revived — Case under the Code of 1861, S. 259 (now S. 247).)] 

Note 9 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 0udh306(306):270udh Cas 316:26 Cr.L.J.2G4, Ram x.Jairam. 
■(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 314 (314) : 26 Cri L Jour 400, Emperor v. Godhan. 

'(’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 78 (78) : 35 Cr. L. J. 170, Abdul Hakim v. Haji Abdul Aziz. 
(Change in the constitution of Bench after framing charge — Accused claiming do 
novo trial — Accused discharged on complainant’s absence — Held, the order of 
discharge did not amount to acquittal but was an order of discharge under S.259.) 
■(’90) 1890 Rat 524 (524), Queen-Empress v. Nanaji. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 76 (76) : 20 Cri L Jour 763, Rai Singh v. Palia. 

[But see (’30) AIR 1930 All 795 (796) : 53 All 39 : 32 Cri L Jour 366, Emperor v. 

- Nazir Husain.'] 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 All 127 (129) : 38 Cri L Jour 361, Har Kishan v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 358 (358) : 34 Cr. L. J. 498, Nutbehari v. Saroda Prosad Chow- 

dhury. (Magistrate cannot acquit the accused because of complainant’s absence.) 
■(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 627 (627) : 25 Cri L Jour 87, Nabi Baksh v. Emperor. (After 
charge, complainant's position is reduced to that of a witness — He cannot be 
ordered to pay costs of adjournment.) 

3. See (’37) AIR 1937 All 127 (129) : 38 Cri L Jour 361, Har Kishan v. Emperor. 
(Complainant and his witnesses absent — Afterwards complainant appearing and 
asking for adjournment of fifteen' minutes — Court acts irregularly in refusing 
to grant adjournment.) 

Note 10 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 264 (264) : 17 Oudh Cas 18: 15 Cr L J 230, Ramphal v. 
Emperor. (In this case the offence charged being not compoundable it was held that 
the order- striking off the complaint was not tantamount to order of discharge.) 
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Of Summary Trials. 

Power to try 260 .* W Notwithstanding any- 

summariiy. thing contained in this Code, — 

(a) the District Magistrate, 

(b) any Magistrate of the first class specially 
empowered in this behalf by the Provincial 
Government , a and 

(c) any Bench of Magistrates invested with the 
powers of a Magistrate of the first class and 
especially empowered in this behalf by the 
Provincial Government / 

may, if he or they think fit, try in a summary way 
all or any of the following offences : — 

(a) offences not punishable with death, transporta- 
tion or imprisonment for a term exceeding six 
months ; 

( b) offences relating to weights and measures under 
sections 264, 265 and 266 of the Indian Penal 
Code; 

( g) hurt, under section 323 of the same Code ; 

(cl) theft, under sections 379, 380 or 381 of the 
same Code, where the value of the property 
stolen does not exceed fifty rupees ; 

(e) dishonest misappropriation of property under 
section 403 of the same Code, where the value 
of the property misappropriated does not 
exceed fifty rupees ; 

( f) receiving or retaining stolen property under 
section 411 of the same Code, where the value 
of such property does not exceed fifty rupees ; 

(g) assisting in the concealment or disposal of 
stolen property, under section 414 of the same 
Code, where the value of such property does 
not exceed fifty rupees ; 

(h) mischief, under section 427 of the same Code; 

(i) house-trespass, under section 448, and offences 
under sections 451, 453, 454, 456 and 457 of 
the same Code ; 


* 1882 : S. 260; 1872 : Ss. 222, 223, 224; 1861 — Nil. 
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(j ) insult with intent to provoke a breach of the 
peace, under section 504, and criminal intimida- 
tion, under section 506, of the same Code; 

(k ) abetment of any of the foregoing offences : 

(l ) an attempt to commit any of the foregoing 
offences, when such attempt is an offence ; 

(m ) offences under section 20 of the Cattle-trespass 
Act, 1871 : 

Provided that no ease in which a Magistrate 
exercises the special powers conferred by section 34 
shall be tried in a summary way. 

(2) When in the course of a summary trial it 
appears to the Magistrate or Bench that the case is 
one which is of a character which renders it undesir- 
able that it should be tried summarily, the Magistrate 
or Bench shall re-call any witnesses who may have 
been examined and proceed to re-hear the case in 
manner provided by this Code. 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. Magistrates empowered to try 

cases summarily. 

Other Topics 

Allegations in complaint nnd sworn 
statement to decide summary trials. 
See Koto 5. 

Allegations of informant to police. 
See Note 5. 

Cattle-trespass Act, clause (m). See 
Note 5. 

Clause (a) independent of clauses (b) 
to (k). See Note 5. 

Compensation. See S. 2G2 Note 2, 
Complicated questions. See Note 4. 
Consent of accused — No value. See 
Note 5. 

Leaf and dumb accused. See Note 4. 
Forest Act of 1927, S. 67. See Note 5. 
Government servants — Cases against. 
See Note 4. 

Ignoring .facts alleged. See Note 5. 

Joint trial of summary with other 
offences. See Note 5. 

Magistrate at Bangalore cantonment. 
See Note 3. 

Magistrate taking cognizance himself. 
See Note 4. 


11 May, if he or they think fit.” 

5. Offences to which the section 
applies. 

6. Sub-section (2). 

(miscellaneous) 

Municipal cases. See Note 4. 

Offences under Workman’s Breach of 
Contract Act, XIII of 1859. See Note 5. 
Police-report. See Note 5. 

Presidency Magistrates. See Notes 2 
and 3. 

Previous conviction. See Note 5. 
Question of title. See Note 4, 

Record — To show summary trials. See 
S. 263 Note 5. 

Section 195. See Note 4. 

Security proceedings. See Note 5. 
Serious offence. See Note 4. 

Several offences — All summary. See 
Note 5. 

Short and long trials. See Note 4. 
Subsequent change of procedure. See 
Notes 5 and 6 and S. 251 Note 4. 
Summary procedure — When appropriate 
and when not. See Note 4. 

Summary powers — Careful exercise. 
See S. 262 Note 2. 

Summary trial — Meaning and effect- 
See Note 2. 


a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

Synopsis 
4 


1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between Codes of 1861 and 1872 — 

There was no section corresponding to this in the Code of 1861. 


Section 260 
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The corresponding sections in the Code of 1872 were Ss. 222, 228 and 224. 
Changes made in 1882 — 

(1) The offence referred to in clause (g) of the present section was 
added to the list of offences triable summarily under the section. 

(2) The proviso to sub-s.(l) of the present section was added, giving 
legislative effect to the undermentioned decision. 1 

(3) The words “and on conviction of the offender, may pass such 
sentence as may be lawfully inflicted under S. 20 (corresponding 
to s. 32 of the present Code) of this Code” which occurred in 
S. 222 of the prior Code were omitted and the second paragraph 
of s. 262 providing that in summary trials no sentence of 
imprisonment for a term exceeding three months can be passed 
was added. 

Changes made in 1S98 — 

The following additions were made : 

(1) The words “if he or they think At.” 

(2) Clause (e). 

(3) Clause (m). This gave legislative effect to the undermentioned 
decision 2 and rendered obsolete decision noted below. 3 

( 4 ) The words and figures “and offences under Ss. 451, 456 and 457 of 
the same Code” in clause (i). 

( 5 ) Sub-section ( 2 ). 

Changes made after 1S9S — 

By the Amending Act I of 1903 the offences under Ss. 453 and 454 
of the Penal Code were added to the offences enumerated in clause (i) 
of sub-s.(l) thus rendering obsolete the undermentioned decision.' 1 

2. Scope and object of the section. — This section and the next 
lay down the offences that can be tried summarily and the Magistrates 
by whom they can be so tried. While this section lays down the 
offences that can be tried in a summary way by District Magistrates, 
Magistrates of the first class and Benches of Magistrates with first class 
powers, the next section lays down the offences that can be tried 
.summarily by Benches of Magistrates with second or third class 
powers. The procedure to be followed in summary trials is laid down 
in Ss. 262 to 265. 

Under S.262, sub-s.(2), it is provided that in case of conviction in 
summary trials the Magistrate cannot pass any sentence of imprison- 
ment for a term exceeding three months. Under section 414 a person 
•convicted at a summary trial by a Magistrate empowered to try cases 
summarily has no right of appeal in any case where the sentence is one 
•of fine not exceeding two hundred rupees only. 

These sections apply to trials before Magistrates and Benches of 
Magistrates other than Presidency Magistrates. As regards summary 

Section 260 — Note 1 

1. (’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 25 Cr, p. 75 (76), Fazlu v. Empress. 

2. (’96) 1896 All W N 136 (136), Queen-Empress v. Jawahir. 

3. (’96) 23 Cal 248 (248), Ncdaram Thalcur v. Joonab. 

4. (’01) 14 C P L R Or 15S (15S), Emperor v. Batan Singh. 
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procedure in trials before the latter, see s. 3G2 sub-s.U), S. 370 and s. -Hi. Section 260 

The object of this section and the sections following it in this Notes 2-4 
chapter is to shorten the record and the work of the Magistrate in 
making the record; it is not intended to deprive the accused person of 
any of the rights under chapter XX or chapter XXI. 1 

3. Magistrates empowered to try cases summarily. — The 

power to try cases summarily is confined to the Magistrates and 
Benches of Magistrates mentioned in this section and the next section. 

While the offences mentioned in this section can be tried by District 
Magistrates, Magistrates of the first class specially empowered in tins 
behalf by the Provincial Government and Benches of Magistrates with 
first class powers specially empowered in this behalf by the Provincial 
Government, the offences mentioned in S. 261 can be tried by Benches of 
Magistrates with second or third class powers, specially empowered in 
this behalf by the Provincial Government. 

As to the power of the District Magistrate of the Civil and Military 
Station of Bangalore to try European British subjects summarily, see 
the undermentioned case . 1 

4. “May, if he or they think fit.” — Under this section the 
Magistrate is not bound to adopt the summary procedure in the case 
of the offences mentioned in it. The section only confers a discretion 
to try such offences in a summary way if the Magistrate thinks fit 
to do so. In each case he ought to consider whether the summary 
procedure would be appropriate to the case. As a rule, such procedure 
should be confined to cases of a simple nature where not much 
evidence is needed . 1 The procedure is inappropriate to cases of a 
complicated or serious nature . 2 Thus, it would not be proper to try in 
a summary way cases which are hotly contested , 3 cases involving 
intricate questions of title and possession 4 and cases necessitating the 

Note 2 

I. (’39) AIR 1939 Nag 87 (88) : ILR (1939) Nag 457 : 40 Cr. L. J. 846, Munna v. 

Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 589 (589) : 39 Mad 942 : 16 Cri L Jour 773 (774), In re 
G. G. Jcramiah. (No power.) 

Note 4 

1. (’76) 25 Suth IT R Cr 65 (66), Issur Cliundcr v. Rohim Shcikli. ( Bona fide 
claim of right deprives Magistrate of jurisdiction to deal with criminal charge ill 
summary way.) 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 370 (371) : 23 Cr. L. J. 21, Emperor v. Rustomji. (Accused 
charged under S. 290, Penal Code, for working flour mill in residential neigh- 
bourhood — Trial should not be summary.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 105 (107) : 18 I. C. 665 : 35 All 173, Dinanath v. Emperor. 

(Great deal of correspondence having to be gone through.) 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 233 (233) : 32 Cr. L. J. 689, Subramania v. Nachiar Animal. 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Lab 467 (468) : ILR (1939)'Lali 221 : 41 Cr.L. J. 19, ill. A. 

Khan v. Emperor. (Contest on point whether trespass was committed on rail- 
way land or land of P. W. D. does not make case one not triable summarily.)] 

4. (’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 65 (66), Issur Chunder v. Rohim Sheikh. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 247 (249), Sri Ramchandra v. Dinanath. (Cases under Bengal 
Private Fisheries Protection Act, II of 1889, should not be tried in summary way.)' 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J.- 771 (771) : 17 I. C.403 : 6 Sind L R 120, Emperor v. Tirth Das. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 265 (265, 267) : 21 Cri LJour 374, Bhim Bahadur v. Emperor. 
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Section 260 taking of lengthy evidence 5 or requiring a local inquiry to be made . 0 
Note $ Similarly, the summary procedure is inappropriate in warrant-cases 
in which the prosecution includes evidence given on commission in 
other presidencies, as the evidence so recorded militates in its very 
nature against the object of a trial by summary procedure . 7 Where 
owing to the hulk of evidence or the complication of the matters or 
owing to the difficult nature of the points at issue, it is not possible 
for the Magistrate to keep in his mind, without taking exhaustive 
notes, the evidence of important facts, then, even though the offence 
may be technical and be punishable only with a light sentence, the 
Magistrate will not be acting properly if he applies the summary 
procedure . 8 Similarly, serious cases, where a heavy sentence would 
be deserved in case of conviction, cannot appropriately he tried 
summarily . 9 So also, cases where the result of the trial would have 
further consequences of a serious nature ought not to be tried in a 
summary way . 10 For instance, cases against public servants in which 
the whole career of the accused would depend on the result of the trial 
should not be tried summarily . 11 Similarly, where the owner of a flour 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 296 (297) : 23 Cri L Jour 440, Parmcshivar Lai v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 157 (157) : 24 Cri L Jour 929, Mating Skive Kux. Emperor. 
[See also (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 157 (157) : 23 Cr.L. J. 120, Md. Ishaq v. Emperor. ] 
[But see (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 63 (63) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1452, Sulclipal v. Emperor. 
(Question of title involved — Case need not necessarily be tried in regular manner.)] 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Lali 467 (468) : I L R (1939) Lab 221 : 41 Cri L Jour 19, ill. A. 
Khan v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lab 236 (236) : 22 Cr. L. J. 145, Gkasita Malx. Emperor, (Number 
of accused large and number of witnesses even greater — Case should not be tried 
summarily.) 

(’91) 1891 All W N 183 (183), In the viatter of Sheo Sakai. (Trial taking ten 
hearings, summary trial not proper.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 243 (245) : 15 Lab 610 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1094, Md. Abdulla v. 
Emperor. (Case complicated and extending over months — Elaborate judgment 
necessary — Case should not be tried summarily.) 

[But see (’27) AIR 1927 All 136 (137) : 28 Cri L Jour 140, Naubat v. Emperor. 
(Mere fact that number of accused is large is not conclusive reason against 
summary trial.) 

(’92) 1892 All W N 30 (30), In the matter of Mansa. (Summary jurisdiction is 
not aSected by length of proceedings.)] 

6. (’91) 1891 All W N 183 (1S3), In the matter of Sheo Sakai. 

7 . (’39) AIR 1939 Nag S7 (SS) : I L R (1939) Nag 457 : 40 Cr. L. J. 846, Munna 
v. Emperor. 

8. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 284 (2S4): 19 S L R 136 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1026, Bahimtullah 
v. Emperor. 

9 . (’16) AIR 1916 All 53 (54): 17 Cr.L.J.413: 38 All 506, Aijag Hussain v. Emperor. 
(’93) 7 G P L R App Cr 6 (S), Emperess v. Gangaram. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 198 (198), Queen-Empress v. Nga San. (Boat 
thefts and cattle thefts call ordinarily for a severe sentence.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L J 780 (781) : 17 I. C. 412: 6 Sind L R 101, Emperorx. Allakrakhio. 
(Cattle-lifting is serious offence and should not be tried summarily.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 257 (257) : 28 Cri L Jour 959, Amir Bux x. Emperor. (Do.) 

10. (’29) AIR 1929 All 267 (268) : 30 Cri L Jour 505, Emperor v. Bashir. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 370 (371) :'23 Cri L Jour 21, Emperor x. Bustomji. 

11. (’83) 6 Mad 396 (399) : 2 Weir 328, Subramanya Iyer x. Queen. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 143 (144) : 9 Ind Cas 831 (Lah), Sohan Singh v. Emperor. (No 
matter what their rank.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 1SS (189) : 33 Cri L Jour 108, Bdbert John Bradley v. Emperor. 
(Station Superintendent appointed by Municipality is public servant.) 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 478 (480), D'Souza v. Annappa. (Obiter.) 
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mill is prosecuted for public nuisance for starting tlio mill in a 
residential locality, lie should not be tried summarily if the result of 
the trial would have the effect, in case of conviction, of compelling 
him to permanently close down his business. 12 

But the mere fact that there are a number of accused persons is 
not a conclusive reason against trying a case summarily. 13 

A summary trial is undesirable when a Magistrate takes cogniz- 
ance of a case upon his own knowledge, as in such a case he is himself 
in the position of a prosecutor and it would not be proper for him to 
deal with the case in a summary way in such case. 14 

Where the accused is deaf and dumb, it has been held that the 
summary mode of trial is not suitable. 15 

3. Offences to which the section applies. — This section 
empowers certain Magistrates to try summarily the offences specified 
therein. 1 These offences are classified in clauses (a) to (m) of sub-s.(l) 
of the section. Clause (m) refers to offences under the Cattle Trespass 
Act. All the offences mentioned in clauses (b) to (1) are offences under 
the Penal Code. Clause (a) is general and applies to all offences whether 
under the Penal Code or other Acts. Hence, the section applies to 
offences under other Acts also, provided they are not offences punish- 
able with death, transportation or imprisonment for a term exceeding 
six months. 2 The fact that several offences are charged against the 

(’95) 1895 Rat 778 (779), Empress v. Eari Oopal. (Accused a watandar Kulkarni.) 
(’95) 1895 Rat 784 (785), Queen-Empress v. Waman. (Do.) 

[Rut sec (-39) AIR 1939 Lab 4G7 (468) : I L R (1939) Lab 221 : 41 Cri L Jour 19, 
M. A. Elian v. Emperor. (It cannot be laid down as a broad proposition that a 
Government servant should, not be tried summarily or that generally the sum- 
mary procedure is inappropriate in cases in which Government servants are 
accused — It is a question on the facts of each case whether one mode of trial or 
the other should be employed.)' 

(’2G) AIR 1926 Oudh G3 (G3) : 2G Cri L Jour 1452, Sulchpat Lai v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 71G (717) : 30 Cri L Jour 8G9, Jagdish Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Petty theft by railway watchman — Summary trial appropriate though accused 
liable to be dismissed from service on his conviction.)] 

12. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 370 (371) : 23 Cri L Jour 21, Emperor v. Rustomji. 

13. (’27) AIR 1927 All 13G (137) : 28 Cri L Jour 140, Naubat v. Emperor. 

[But sec (’21) AIR 1921 Lab 236 (236) : 22 Cr. L. J. 145, GhasitaMal v. Emperor. 
(Number of accused large and number of witnesses even greater — Case should 
not be tried summarily.)] 

14. (’76) 25 Sutli W R Cr 69 (71), In re Romanath Banner jee, 

(’99) 3 Cal OWN cccxxx, Empress v. Hamcd Hosscin. 

15. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 444 (445) : 8 Bom L B 849, In re A Deaf and Dumb Man. 
See also S. 341 Note 2. 

Note 5 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 All 432 (433), Emperor v.Bulaki. (Theft under S. 379 in which 
the value of property stolen does not exceed Rs. 50.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 64 (64) : 21 Cr. L. J. 28, TJdit Narain v. Emperor. (In case 
of theft, etc., the value of the -property stolen should be found to be less than 
Rs. 50.) 

2. (’94) 1 Weir 906 (907), In re Navao Routhen. (OSence under S. 65A, Stamp 
Act, I of 1879.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 719 (720) : 50 All 718 : 30 Cr. L. J. 214, Emperor v. Bihari 
■ Bhar. (OSence under S. 22, cl. (2), sub-cl. (a),' Criminal Tribes Act, VI of 1924.) 
(’02) 1902 All W N 24 (24), King-Emperor v. Bindesari Prasad. (OSence under 
S. 121, Railways Act, 1890.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 173 (174) : 43 Bom 888 : 20 Cri L Jour 699, Emperor v. 
Dliondya. (S. 130 read with S. 126 (a), Railways Act.) 


Section 260 
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ction 260 accused does not make the section inapplicable where all the offences 

Note 6 are triable summarily . 3 But the summary procedure cannot be extended 

to offences not mentioned in the section . 4 Thus, offences for which 
the maximum punishment awardable under the law exceeds the limits 
mentioned in clause (a) and which are not covered by 'any of the other 
clauses in sub-s.(i), cannot be tried summarily . 5 Even the consent of 
the accused will not enable a Magistrate to try summarily an offence 
not covered by the section . 0 Where there are several accused persons, 
the fact that the offence of which one of them is accused is not triable 
summarily, will make the summary procedure inapplicable to all the 
accused persons . 7 Similarly, where a number of offences are charged 
against the accused person, he cannot be tried summarily unless all the 
offences are capable of being tried in a summary way . 8 

Where a number of offences of receiving or retaining stolen 
property are charged against the accused under the provisions of 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 331 (332) : 35 Cri L Jour 677, Jicala Prasad v. Emperor . 
(Offence under Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929.) 

3. (’84) 10 Cal 408 (409), Gamirullah Sarkar v. Abdul Sheikh. (Summary trial 
for criminal trespass and mischief.) 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 5 (6), Empress v. Bamaotar. (Summary trial for mischief 
and theft.) 

4. (’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 12 (13), Queen v. Bcbhcki Pathalc. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 71 (72), Kapil Dalai v. Eanhaijcnna. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 227 (228) : 25 Cr.L.J. 545, Brij Nandan v. Emperor. (Before 
the Magistrate can assume jurisdiction to try offence of theft in a summary way, 
he has to satisfy himself that the property in respect of which offence was 
committed is less than Rs. 50 in value.) 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 All 693 (693) : I L R (1939) All 931 : 41 Cr. L. J. 91, Balwant 
Singh v. Emperor. (Magistrate trying summarily case under Ss. 147, 452, Penal 
Code, after issuing summons under S. 448 — Trial is Void.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 675 (675) : 46 All 446 : 25 Cri L Jour 806, Emperor v. Bam 
Narain. (Offence under S. 6, U. P, Excise Act.) 

(’72-92) 1 Low Bur Rul 63 (63), Sooba Bcddy v. Croion. (Offence under S. 354, 
Penal Code.) 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 26 Cr, p. 56, Nawab v. Empress. (Offence under Ss. 304, 
147 and 325, Penal Code.) 

(’91) 1891 Rat 539 (540), Empress v. Abdul. (Offence under S. 497, Penal Code.) 
(’94) 1894 All W N 176 (176), Queen-Empress v. Eassan Ali. (Offence under 
S. 224, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 142 (143) : 52 Bom 254 : 29 Cri L Jour 492, Gann Sadu v. 

Emperor. (Offence under S. 147, Penal Code.) 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 12 (13), Queen v. Bcbhcki Palhak. (Do.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 711 (712) i 32 Cr. L. J. 110, Topzal Eossain v. H. G. Hunt. 
(Do.) 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 478 (480), D'Souza v. Annappa. (Offence under S. 342, 
Penal Code.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 197 (198) : 1 Pat L Jour 230 : 17 Cr. L. J. 473 (474), Eaboo 
v. Kariman. (Theft of property exceeding Rs. 50 in value.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 58 (58) : 13 I. C. 394 (U.B.) Emperor v. Nga Sit Cho. (Offence 
under S. 9, Opium Act, 1878.) 

(’79) 1 Weir 654 (654), In re Gangama. (Offence under S. 19, Arms Act.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 627 (627) : 28 Oudh Cas 123 : 26 Cr. L. J. 800, Bhiklia v. 
Emperor. (Offence under U. P. Excise Act, IV of 1910, S. 60.) 

6. (’72-92) 1 Low Bur Rul 63 (63), Sooba Beddy v. Grown. (Charge under S. 354, 
Penal Code.) 

7. (’25) 25 Cri L Jour 528 (528) : 77 Ind Cas 992 (Cal), Chandra Mohan Das v. 
Emperor. (One of the accused punishable under S. 144.) 

8. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 142 (142) : 52 Bom 254 : 29 Cri L Jour 492, Ganu Sadu 
v. Emperor. (Charge under Ss. 147, 323 and 506, Penal Code — Summary trial is 
void even though conviction is under S. 323.) 
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S. 231 in determining whether the accused can he tried summarily, 
the value of the property to be taken into account under clause (f) 
of sub-s.(l) is the value of the property in respect of each offence 
separately and not the aggregate value of the property which is the 
subject-matter of all the offences. 811 

Clause (a) of the section does not control the other clauses of the 
sub-section. Hence, the offences mentioned in the other clauses can 
be tried summarily though they do not fall within the purview of 
clause (a).' J 

In determining whether a case relates to an offence triable 
summarily, a Magistrate should have regard primarily to the allega- 
tions with which his help is sought. 10 Thus, in a large measure, where 
there is a complaint, the allegations in the complaint and the sworn 
statement of the complainant will determine the question of tho 
applicability of the summary procedure. But the Magistrate is not 
absolutely confined to the complaint and the complainant’s allegations. 
If there are good reasons for holding that the allegations are exag- 
gerated, it is open to a Magistrate to go behind them and to try the 
accused for the offence which he holds that the circumstances of the 
case indicate to have been committed. 11 But where there are no good 
reasons for such a view, the Magistrate will not be justified in 
ignoring the aggravating features of a case so as to enable himself to 
adopt the summary procedure. 13 

8a. (’3-1) AIR 1934 Sind 185 (18G) : 28 Sind L R 336 : 3G Cr.L.J. G08, Chclumal 
Bckumal’v. Emperor. 

9. (’92) 1892 Rat GOO (GOO), Queen-Empress v. Bhavchja. 

10. (’02) 29 Cal 409 (410) :GCWN 713, Bishu Sliailc v. Saber Mollah. (Com- 
plaint disclosing oflenco not triable summarily — Summary trial is without juris- 
diction.) 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 252 (253), Kailash Chunder Pal v. Joynuddi. 

(’07) 11 Cal W N cciv (cciv), Ecdarnath v. Kliosal J londal. 

(’25) AIR 1925 All 290 (291):47 All G4:2G Cr.L.J. 5S6, Baghunandan v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 192G Cal 1202 (1203) : 53 Cal 738 : 27 Or. L. J. 1295, Madhab Chandra 
v. Emperor. (Complaint disclosing only offence triable summarily — Magistrate 
not bound to assume facts which would make summary procedure inapplicable.) 

11. (’88) 10 All 55 (58) : 1887 AWN 280, Queen-Empress v. Jagjivan. 

(’87) 1887 All W N 103 (103), Empress v. Laclnni Narain. (Complaint including 
offence not triable summarily — Charge of such offence not seriously prosecuted — 
Magistrate is not incompetent to try case summarily.) 

(’99) 1 Bom L R 683 (G84), Queen-Empress v. Vallabli Gopal. (Complaint dis- 
closing offence under S. 453, Penal Code — Other evidence disclosing offence only 
under S. 448 — Magistrate can try the case summarily.) 

(’89) 1G Cal 715 (724), Oolap Pandy v. Boddam. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 50 (51) : 34 Cri L Jour 547, Gudar v. Emperor. (Complaint 
showing case of rioting — Magistrate trying accused for offence under S. 379, 
Penal Code — Case of petty character — Discretion held properly exercised.) 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 19 (19), Queen v. Aboo Sheikh. (High Court refused to 
interfere with discretion of trying Magistrate.) 

[Sec also (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 505 (509) : 28 Cr. L. J. 697, Government of Assam 
v. Eantila Chutia. (Case based on police-report.) 

[But see (’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 19 (20), Bamchunder Chatter jee v. Kanye Laha. 
(’78) 2 Cal L R 374 (375), Bepuloolla v. Nazim Sheikh.'] 

12. (’74) 6 N W P H C R 254 (256), In the matter of Meiva. 

(’93) 1893 Rat 670 (670), Queen-Empress v. Lakshman. (Offence under S. 211 
tried summarily by treating it as offence under S. 182 — Magistrate acts without- 
jurisdiction.) 
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Where the Magistrate takes cognizance of an offence on a police- 
report, he may ignore the allegations in the first information given in 
the police-station which point to aggravating circumstances and try 
the accused for the offence of which he is charged in the police-report, 
and if such offence is triable summarily, the Magistrate can adopt 
the summary procedure notwithstanding the allegations in the first 
information . 13 

But where the police-report points to an offence not triable 
summarily and the evidence also discloses such an offence, it is not 
open to the Magistrate to ignore the aggravating circumstances and 
proceed in regard to an offence triable summarily . 14 

■(’98) 1898 Rat 9S8 (9S9), Queen-Empress v. Husain Sahib. (Offence under S. 325 
reduced to one under S. 323 and tried summarily without discrediting any of the 
allegations in complaint — Procedure is illegal.) 

■(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 9 (9), Sardar Elian v. Empress. 

■(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Eul 75 (75), Empress v. Bustien. (Accused charged of theft of 
property valued at less than Rs. 50 tried summarily and convicted under S. 381 
and S. 408, Penal Code — Conviction under S. 408 held void.) 

(’77) 1 Cal L R 434 (435), Cliunder Seekor v. Dlmrm Nath. 

•(’79) 4 Cal 18 (20) : 3 C L R 44, Empress v. Golam Mahomed. (Magistrate is not 
entitled to split up ofience into its component parts for purpose of giving himself 
summary jurisdiction.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 349 (350): 51 All 540: 30 Cr. L J. 686, Mewalal v. Emperor. 
(’32) 1932 Mad W N 478 (480), D'Sousa v. Annappa Shcrcgara. (Complaint 
clearly setting out offence under S. 342, Penal Code — Magistrate trying case 
summarily by charging for lesser ofience under S. 341, acts without jurisdiction.) 
•(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 29 (29), Ghunder Sheehhur v. Nitaloo. (For trying ease 
summarily the charge should be clearly and plainly one of those specified in 
section 222.) 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 3 (4), Queen v. Banco Madhub. (Accused convicted under 
Ss. 352, 341, Penal Code, in summary trial — From facts they should have been 
convicted under S. 353 or S. 342 — Fresh trial was directed.) 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 21 (22), Haran Sheikll v. Ramdhun Biswas. (Magistrate 
treating case as one of unlawful assembly though case of wrongful confinement 
was substantiated — Held, Magistrate was not justified.) 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 46 (47), In re Fakeer Mahomed. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 48 (48), Emaral Sheikh v. Mohammadi Sheikh. 

('76) 24 Suth W R Cr 71 (72), Eopil Dolai v. Kanhai Jenna. 

(1900) 27 Cal 983 (985): 4 C W N 795, Shco Bhajan v. Mosawi. 

(’97) 4 Cal 18 (19): 3 C L R 44, Empress v. Golam Mahommcd. 

(’07) 5 Gri L Jour 21 (22) (Lab), Barkat Khan v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 227 (229) : 36 Cal 67: 1 1. C. 519, Phanindranath v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L J. 462 (463): 20 Ind Cas 622 (LB), B. S. Sharma Iyer v. Emperor. 
(’02) 29 Cal 409 (410): 6 C W N 713, Bishu Shaik v. Saber Mollah. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 65 (66), Queen v. BuzlehAli. (When the accused is charged 
with theft of a box containing Rs. 50, the Magistrate will not be justified in 
striking out value of the box and trying case summarily.) 

[See also (’39) AIR 1939 All 693 (693): I L R (1939) All 931: 41 Cri L Jour 91, 
Balwant Singh v. Emperor. (Complaint alleging facts showing offences under 
Ss. 147 and 452, Penal Code — Magistrate issuing summons for offence under 
S. 448 and convicting accused under S. 452 — Trial is void.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 150 (151): 14 Nag L R 190: 19 Cr. L. J. 1003, Dipchand v. 
Emperor. (Case under S. 457, Penal Code — First information giving list of 
stolen property exceeding Rs. 50 in value— Magistrate cannot try summarily.)] 

13. (’31) AIR 1931 All 51f52):32Cr.L. J.556:53 AW21Q,SundarTeli\. Emperor. 
[But see (’18) AIR 191S Nag 150 (151): 14 Nag L R 190: 19 Cri L Jour 1003, 

Dipchand v. Emperor. (Case under S. 457, Penal Code — First information giv- 
ing list of stolen property of value exceeding Rs. 50 — Case cannot be tried 
summarily.)] 

14. (’34) AIR 1934 Lah 243 (244):15 Lah 610:35 Cr. L. J. 1094, Mohd. Abdullah 
v. Emperor. (Challan under S. 147/332- — Prosecution evidence also disclosing 
same offence — Summary trial is illegal.) 
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As to the procedure to be adopted in cases where in the course of 
a trial or inquiry commenced in the regular way it is found that the 
offence committed is triable as a summary case, see S. 251 Rote 4. 

As to whether the trial of an accused in a summary way for an 
offence which is not triable summarily is void under S.530, clause (q), 
see Note 6 to s. 530. 

The section applies only to trials for offences. It does not apply 
to proceedings which are not trials for offences. Thus, proceedings 
under chapter XXXVI (maintenance of wives and children) cannot be 
conducted in a summary way . 15 Similarly, the inquiry made by a 
Magistrate under the first part of S. 2 of the Workman’s Breach of 
Contract Act, Xin of 1859, is not a trial for an offence and such inquiry 
cannot be held in a summary manner . 10 A contrary view, however, 
has been held by the Allahabad High Court . 17 

The section applies only to cases where the charge is exclusively 
for any of the offences mentioned in the section. Hence, where the 
accused, in case of conviction, would be liable to an enhanced punish- 
ment under S. 75 of the Penal Code by reason of a previous conviction 
and such conviction is set out in the charge as provided for in S. 221, 
the accused cannot be tried summarily although the trial may be for 
an offence mentioned in the section . 18 

The High Court as a superior Court of Record has a special 
; jurisdiction to punish summarily contempts of its authority, and this 
jurisdiction is independent of, and unaffected by, the provisions of 
the Code . 19 

Under section 07 of the Forest Act of 1927 it is provided that the 
Magistrates of the classes mentioned therein can try summarily 
•offences of the kind specified in the section . 20 

15. {’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 61 (62), JJarilcishorc v. Bharoti. 

(’93) 20 Cal 351 (352), Kali Dassi v. Durga Charan. 

See also S. 488 Note 25. 

16. (’82) 1 Weir 696 (696), In rc Govinlhan. 

'(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 163 (164), King-Emperor v. Peraisamy Achari. 

{’ 82) 4 Mad 234 (234) : 1 Weir 695, Pollard v. Mothial. (Because it is enquiry of 
special character sometimes requiring much care and patience.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 263 (264) : 33 Bom 22:11.0.378 , Emperor v. Dltondu Krishna. 
•(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 409 (410) : 33 Bom 25 : 1 1. C. 387, Emperor v. Bain Salaji. 
(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 194 (195) : 1912 Pun Re No. 5 Cr : 14 1.C. 194, Emperor v. Harlal. 
•(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 256 (256) : 6 Sind L R 165 : 19 I. C. 512, Emperor v. Sohrale. 
[Rut see (’79) 1 Weir 694 (694), In re Higgins.] 

17. (’89) 11 All 262 (265) : 1889 All W N 85, Queen-Empress v. Indrajit. 

'(’21) AIR 1921 All 285 (285) : 43 All 281 : 22 Cr.L.J. 165, AbdusSamaty.Tusuf. 

18. (’78) 2 Weir 324 (324). (Theft in building and theft by servant are not triable 
summarily when previous conviction is charged.) 

■(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 386 (387), Queen-Empress v. Ka Lu. 

19. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 1 (2): 6 Lah 528: 26 Cr.L.J. 1409 (FB), In the matter of 
Habib. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 610 (611) : 28 Cri L Jour 727 (SB), In rc Muslim Outlook, 
Lahore. (Attributing improper motives to Judge or Court is serious contempt.) 
'(’26) AIR 1926 Rang 188 (189) ■; 4 Rang 257 : 27 Cri L Jour 1241, Ebrahim 
Marnmoji v. Emperor. • 

See also S. 1 Note 6. 

-20. Sea (’02) 1902 Pun L R No. 128, p. 537, Narain Singh v. Emperor. 
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Section 261 


6. Sub-section (2). — This sub-section provides for the procedure 
to be followed in cases in which in the course of a summary trial the 
Magistrate comes to the conclusion thai the case ought not to be tried 
in a summary way. The Code does not contain any express provision 
for the procedure to be followed in cases in which in the course of a 
regular trial the Magistrate finds that the case may be tried summarily. 
The question arises whether in such circumstances the Magistrate is at 
liberty to change his procedure to that of a summary trial. As to this, 
see S. 251 Note 1. 


261 The Provincial Government a may confer 
power to invest on any Bench of Magistrates invested. 
Bench of Magis- w ith the powers of a Magistrate of the 
with less power, second or third class power to try 
summarily all or any of the following offences : — 

( a) offences against the Indian Penal Code, sections- 
277, 278, 279, 285, 286, 289, 290, 292, 293, 294, 
323, 334, 336, 341, 352, 426, 447 and 504 ; 

(b) offences against Municipal Acts, and the con- 
servancy clauses of Police Acts which are- 
punishable only with fine or with imprison- 
ment for a term not exceeding one month with 
or without fine ; 

(c) abetment of any of the foregoing oil ences ; 

(d) an attempt to commit any of the foregoing- 
offences, when such attempt is an offence. 

n. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

1. Legislative changes (omitted) 

2. Offences triable summarily. — A Bench of Magistrates with 
second or third class powers cannot try summarily any offences except- 
those mentioned in this section. 1 

3. Gonseryancy clauses of Police Acts. — It has been held by 
the Madras High Court that S.1S of the General Police Act, XXIV of 
IP 59 (corresponding to S. 31 of the General Police Act, V of lSGi), which 
relates to obstructions and nuisances in roads within the limits of 
towns, is a conservancy clause within the meaning of this section. 1 


* 1882 : S. 261; 1872 : S. 225; 1861 — Nil. 

Section 261 — Note 2 

1. (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. :W3 (3S 1) : 1 U. B. It. 70 : 11 1. C. 217, Nga Son Ilvii v. Emperor.. 
(’71) 21 Suth W R Cr 12 (13), Queen v. Bebhchi Pallia!:. 

Note 3 

1. (’00) 13 Mnd 112 (113) : 1 Wc-ir 910, Quccn-Emprcss v. Oolaganadan. 
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2.Q2L. (1) In trials under tills Chapter, the 
Procedure for sum- procedure prescribed for summons- 

mons and warrant- t j?n -» . 

cases applicable. CtlSCS SJlclli 1)G tOli.O'WBCL lH 811 1111*11 OTIS'" 

cases, and the procedure prescribed for warrant-cases 
shall be followed in warrant-eases, except as herein- 
after mentioned. 

(2) No sentence of imprisonment for a term 
Limit of im- exceeding three months shall be passed 
prisonment. the ease of any conviction under this 
Chapter. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Procedure to be followed in summary trials. 

3. Sentence that can be passed in summary trials — Sub-s. (2). 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Appeal. See S. 2G0 Note 2. Security proceedings. See Note 3. 

OSences requiring severe punishment. Sentences of fines. See Note 3. 

See Note 3 and S. 260 Note 4. Solitary confinement. See Note 3. 

1. Legislative changes. 

Difference bctioccn the Codes of 1S61 and 1872 — 

There was no corresponding section in the Code of 1SG1. The 
corresponding section in the Code of 1S72 was S. 22G. 

Changes made in 1882 — 

The second paragraph was added. At the same time the provision 
in S. 222 of the prior Code authorizing the infliction in summary trials 
of any sentence that might he lawfully passed under S. 20 of the Code 
(corresponding to s. 32 of the present Code) was omitted. 

2. Procedure to he followed in summary trials. — This 
section and the following three sections provide for the procedure to 
be followed in summary trials. Offences that can be tried summarily 
comprise both summons-eases and warrant-cases. This section provides 
that in the summary trial of summons-cases the procedure to he 
followed is that of summons-cases and in the summary trial of 
warrant-cases the procedure to be followed is that of warrant-cases, 
except as otherwise provided in the chapter. In other words, the 
procedure to be followed in summary trials is the same as that 
provided for ordinary trials except as otherwise prescribed. Such 
exceptions are provided in sub-s. (2) of this section and in Ss. 263 and 264. 

Where there is no provision for the departure from the ordinary 
procedure, such procedure should he followed in summary trials as 
strictly as in ordinary trials. Thus, proceedings in summary trials as 
in ordinary trials should commence with the issue of a summons or 
warrant for the appearance of the accused. 1 Similarly, the following 

* 1882 : S. 262; 1872 : S. 226; 1861— Nil. 

Section 262 — Note 2 

1. (’92) 15 Mad 83 (87) : 2 Weir 326, Queen-Empress v. Erugadu. 


Section 262 
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Section 262 
Notes 2-3 


provisions apply to summary trials equally -with ordinary trials : 
S. 191, la S. 243, 2 S. 257, 3 S. 342 4 and S. 250. 5 

As to the applicability of s. 256 to warrant-cases, see s. 256 Note 2. 
Even in cases where a departure from the ordinary procedure is 
provided for, Magistrates should, he careful not to exceed the limits 
upto which such departure is allowed and they should follow strictly 
any special procedure that may be provided for summary trials in 
such cases. Thus, S. 263 dispenses with the recording of evidence and 
the drawing up of a formal charge, but requires the Magistrate to 
draw up a statement giving the particulars mentioned in the section. 
Magistrates should be careful to prepare this statement as required by 
the section. 0 Similarly, in appealable cases, it is provided that a 
judgment containing the particulars mentioned in S. 264 should he 
drawn up. An omission to comply with this requirement will be an 
irregularity in the trial. 7 

3. Sentence that can be passed in summary trials — 
Sub-section (2). — This sub-section prohibits the infliction in 
summary trials of a sentence of imprisonment for any term exceeding 
three months. 1 The object of the section is to restrict the passing of 
sentences of imprisonment of considerable length in a summary trial 
from a conviction in which the right of appeal is greatly restricted. 2 

la. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 187 (188) (Lah), Kanhaya Lai v. Emperor. 

2. (’92) 15 Mad 83 (87, 88) : 2 Weir 326, Queen-Empress v. Erugadu. 

3. (’09) 9 Or. L. J. 583 (584) : 2 I. C. 365 : 5 Low Bur Rul 20, Ameer Batcha v. 
Emperor. (Adjournment to accused for calling their witnesses refused.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 768 (769), Empress v. Kent. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Bom 314 (314), Emperor v. Kondiba Balaji. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 16 (17) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1303 : 'll Luclc 461, Emperor v. Kanina 
Shankar. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 217 (219) : 57 All 666 : 36 Cr.L.J. 1290, Sia Bam v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 300 (301) : 27 Cr.L.J. 632 : 22 N LR65, Bhagwan v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 1 (2) : 20 S L R 34 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1554 (PB), Emperor v.Nabu. 
(Failure to comply with S. 342 in summons case tried summarily vitiates trial.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (6) : 23 Cri L Jour 114, Balkcsar Singh v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 250(252) : 54 Cal 286 : 28 Cri L Jour 297, Becliu Lai Kayasiha 
v. Injured Lady. 

[But sec (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 30 (30) : 46 Mad 766 : 24 Cr.L.J. 847 (FB), Dharamsmgh 
v. Emperor. (S. 342 does not apply to summons-cases whether tried in the 
regular way or summarily.)] 

See also S. 263 Note 6. 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 929 (929) : 32 Cr.L.J. 207, Palani Goundan v. Erishnappa 
Goundan. (Reasons for ordering compensation must be recorded.) 

(’88) 11 Mad 142 (144) : 2 Weir 314, Queen-Empress v. Basava. 

G. (’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 28 (28), Queen v. Johrie Singh. 

(’92) 15 Mad 83 (87) : 2 Weir 326, Queen-Empress v. Erugadu. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 56 (56) : 23 Cr. L. J. 94, Damodar Das v. Emperor. (Reasons 
for conviction must be given as required by S. 263, cl. ( h ).) 

See also S. 263 Note 4. 

7. (’94) 1S94 Rat 725 (725), Queen-Empress v. Hussain. 

See also S. 264 Note 1 and S. 537 Note 12. 

Note 3 

1. (’24) 25 Cr.L.J. 240 (240) : 76 Ind Cas 704 (704) (Rang), Nga San Ba v. Emperor. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 23 (23) : 4 Low Bur Rul 338, Po Ka v. Emperor. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 Rang 116 (117) : 12 Rang 122 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1413, Emperor v. 
Nga Po Tay. 
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■Where an accused is convicted of a number of offences in a 
summary trial, a separate sentence must be passed in respect of each 
offence 3 (as in any other mode of trial). But it has been held that 
where in such a case the accused is sentenced to imprisonment for a 
term of three months in respect of each offence, the sentences must bo 
ordered to run concurrently and not consecutively, as otherwise the 
object of the section will be defeated . 4 

Where a case is tried summarily and referred to a superior 
Magistrate under S.849, the mere fact of such a reference being made 
does not make the trial other than a summary one and the Magistrate 
to whom the case is referred, if he does not try the case anew in any 
way as he is authorized to do under S.349, cannot pass any sentence 
of imprisonment for a term exceeding the three months’ period 
mentioned in this section . 5 

But the prohibition applies only to substantive sentences of 
imprisonment . 0 Hence, where imprisonment is ordered in default of 
the payment of fine, the term for which such imprisonment is ordered 
may exceed the limits imposed by this section . 7 Bo also, this section 
will not render illegal a sentence of imprisonment in default of 
payment of fine merely by reason of the fact that the aggregate of the 
terms of substantive sentence of imprisonment and of the sentence of 
imprisonment in default of payment of fine exceeds three months or 
by reason of the Magistrate having passed a substantive sentence 
of imprisonment for the maximum term allowed by the section . 8 
Similarly, the jurisdiction of a Magistrate to order security for keeping 
the peace in cases coming under S.106 is not affected by this section 0 
and where such security is ordered, the power to commit to prison in 
default of furnishing the security under S.123 is again unaffected by 
this section . 10 

The section only restricts the term, for which a sentence of 
imprisonment can be passed ; it does not set any limits to the amount 

3. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 185 (186, 187) : 28 Sind L R 336 : 36 Cri L Jour 608 
Ghetumal Eclcumal v. Emperor. 

4 . (’34) AIR 1934 Rang 116 (117) : 12 Rang 122 :-35 Cri L Jour 1413, Emperor v. 
Nga J?o Tay. 

5 . (’32) AIR 1932 All 507 (507, 508) : 33 Cri L Jour 472, Gopal v. Emperor. 

See also S. 349 Note 12. 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 171 (172) : 1940 Rang L R 223 : 41 Cri L Jour 768, The 
King v. Po Httoa. 

7 . (’83) 6 All 61 (61) : 1883 AWN 207, Empress v. Asgliar Ali. 

[But see (’21) AIR 1921 Lab 236 (236) : 22 Cr.L.J. 145, Ghasila Mai v. Emperor. 

8. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 171 (172) : 1940 Rang L R 223 (225) : 41 Cri L Jour 768, 
The King v. Po Htioa. 

See also S. 33 Note 8. 

9. (’88) 1886 All W N 181 (181), Empress v. Lachman. 

See also S. 106 Note 13. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1054 (1055) : 7 Oudh Cas 338, Mcghu v. Emperor. (1886 All 
W N 181, followed.) 

10. (’86) 1886 All W N 181 (181), Empress'-?. Lachman. 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 1054 (1055) : 7 Oudh Cas 338, Meglm v. Emperor. (Imprisonment 
to be undergone in default of furnishing security is not a part of substantive 
sentence.) 

See also S. 123 Note 8. 
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1558 RECORD IN CASES WHERE THERE IS NO APPEAL 

of fine that can be imposed on the convicted person . 11 Nor is the 
power of the Magistrate to sentence the convicted person to solitary 
confinement under s. 73 of tlie Penal Code in any way affected by 
the section . 12 


263 .* In eases where no appeal lies, the Magis- 
Record in cases trate or Bench of Magistrates need 
ap peT i . there 15 n ° not record the evidence of the witnesses 
or frame a formal charge ; hut he or they shall enter 
in such form as the Provincial Government 0 may direct 
the following particulars : — 

( a) the serial number ; 

( b) the date of the commission of the offence ; 

( c) the date of the report or complaint ; 

(cl) the name of the complainant (if any) ; 

( e) the name, parentage and residence of the 
accused ; 

(f) the offence complained of and the offence (if 
any) proved, and in cases coming under clause 
(d), clause (e), clause (f) or clause (g) of sub- 
section (1) of section 260 the value of the 
property in respect of which the offence has 
been committed ; 

(g) the plea of the accused and his examination (if 
any); 

(Ji) the finding, and, in the case of a conviction, a 
brief statement of the reasons therefor; 

(i) the sentence or other final order ; and 

(j) the date on which the proceedings terminated. 

n. Substituted by A. 0. foL’ "Local Government.’’ 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

3. "The Magistrate or Bench of 

Magistrates need not record the 
evidence of the witnesses.” 

4. "He or they shall enter . . . 

particulars.” 


5. Clause (f) — Particulars of 

offence charged and proved. 

6. Clause (g) — Plea of accused and 

his examination (if any). 

7. Clause (h) — Finding and in case 

of conviction brief statement of 
reasons therefor. 


* 1882 : S. 263; 1872 ; S. 227; 1861— Nil. 


11. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 105 (10G) : 35 All 173 : 18 I. C. GG5, Dinanath v. Emperor. 

12. (’83) G All 83 (83) : 1883 A W N 224, Empress v. Amin Elian. 
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Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Accused to know {lie charges against Non-compliance — Effect. See Notes 2 
him. See Note 5. and 7. 

Appeal — Summary eases. See S. 2G0 Xotes of evidence. See Note 3. 
rsOtO 2. 

Delegation to clerk of preparation of ^'<? C0 V! [° ? 10 " ^ IC nature °f offences. 

record. See S. 2G5 Note 2. Sc ° Note *• 

Entries by whom to he made. See Note!. Revision. See Note 7. 
nearing of evidence — Essential. See Strict compliance — Essential. See Notes 
Note 2. 4 and 2. 

1. Legislative changes. — The words “nor the reasons for 
passing the judgment” occurring in the Code of 1S72 after the words 
“need not record the evidence of the witnesses” have been omitted in 
the subsequent Codes. 

The following words were for the first time introduced in the 
■Code of 1882 — 

(a) “and in cases coming under clause (cl) , clause (e) or clause (f) of 

S. 260 has been committed” in clause (f) ; 

(b) “and his examination if any” in clause (g) ; 

(c) “or other final order” in clause (i). 

Code of 1S98 — The words “or clause (g) of sub-s.(l)” were added. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. — It has been seen 
under S. 262 that the procedure to be followed in summary trials is the 
same as that in ordinary trials except as otherwise provided. This 
section provides for some of the matters in respect of which the ordinary 
procedure may be departed from in summary trials. It provides that 
in such trials the evidence of witnesses need not be recorded and that 
no formal charge is necessary; but that the Magistrate or Bench of 
Magistrates, as the case may be, should enter in the prescribed form 
the particulars mentioned in the section. But the form prescribed 
under the section will not be the only record of the case for all 
purposes. 1 

The section applies only to cases in which no appeal lies. 2 The 
procedure applicable to cases in which an appeal lies is provided for 
in section 264. 

That section provides that in appealable cases in summary trials 
•a judgment should be prepared containing the particulars mentioned 
in this section and the substance of the evidence and that such 
judgment shall be the only record in cases coming under that section. 
The question has arisen whether the exemption from recording the 
evidence of witnesses for which express provision is made in this 
section applies in cases coming under S. 264 also. As to this, see Notes 
under section 264. 

It has been seen in the Notes under S. 262 that, except in regard 
to matters for which a different procedure is prescribed or permitted 
for summary trials, it is the duty of the Magistrate in such trials to 

Section 263 — Note 2 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cri L Jour 283, Molisin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(First information lodged with police may be referred to.) 

■2. (’78) 2 Cal L R 511 (514), In the matter of Slier Mohomcd. 
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Section 263 
Notes 2-3 


follow the rules of ordinary procedure as strictly as in ordinary trials. 
Thus, though this section dispenses with the recording of evidence, it 
does not dispense with tho hearing of evidence and a finding in a 
summary trial which is based on a refusal or failure to hear evidence 
is as much liable to be upset as a finding in an ordinary trial which is 
assailable on a similar ground. 3 

This section and the other sections in this chapter refer only to 
the summary procedure in trials before Magistrates and Benches of 
Magistrates other than Presidency Magistrates. As to summary 
procedure in trials before Presidency Magistrates, see S. 362, sub-s.(4), 
section 370 and section 441. 

There being so little to be recorded under this section and conse- 
quently there being so little protection from without to the accused 
against the risk of error, haste or inaccuracy, the scanty provisions of 
this section must he strictly complied with and the record must he 
sufficiently exact and full to enable the revisional Court to say whether 
the law has been complied with or not on the points to be recorded. 4 
See also Notes under s.202. 

3. "The Magistrate or Bench of Magistrates need not 
record the evidence of the witnesses.” — This section exempts 
the Magistrate or Bench of Magistrates holding a summary trial from 
recording the evidence of witnesses as in ordinary trials. 1 The contrary 
view 2 is against the express provisions of this section and s. 354 and 
cannot be supported. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 70 (71) : 32 S L R 684 : 39 Cri L Jonr 474, Choitliram 
Mcnghraj v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Gr. L. J. 759 (760): 39 Gal 931: 17 IC 11, Jabbar Sheikh v.Tomis Sheikh. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 187 (1SS) (Lab), Eanhaya Lai v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 122 (123): 35 All 136: is I C 682, Rama v. Emperor. (Record 
shows that no evidence was taken on a certain essential point.) 

(’05) 9 Cal W N ccxxxvii (ccxxxvii, ccxxxviii), Birbal Sardar v. Emperor. (Refusal 
to allow time to accused to adduce evidence in charge of theft.) 

4. (’34) AIR 1934 Lab 596 (597): 15 Lab 277: 35 Cr.L.J. 1464, Abdul v. Emperor. 
(’06) 10 Cal W N 79 (81) : 3 Cr.L.J. 178 : 2 C.L.J. 565, Ehosh Md. v. Empress . 

[Sec also (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 70 (71) : 32 S. L. R. 684: 39 Cri L Jour 474, Choith- 
ram Mcnghraj v. Emperor. ] 

Note 3 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cri L Jour 283, Mohsin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(S. 263 must be read as an exception to the general provision contained in S. 355(1).) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 70 (71) : 32 Sind L R 6S4 : 39 Cri L Jour 474, Choitliram 
Mcnghraj v. Emperor. 

(’36) AH1 1936 All 319 (319): 37 Cr.L.J. 710, HafisMd.RafiqAhmadx. Emperor. 
(’06) 10 Cal W N cclxxix (cclxxix), Mahomed Eosscin v. Ecsliab Chandra. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 124 (124, 125) : 49 All 261 : 28 Cr. L. J. 97, Mantoo Tcwari v. 

Emperor. (Notes if any taken for own use by Magistrates form no part of record.) 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 336 (337, 338) : 1905 All W N 143, Emperor v. Somcsliar Das. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 122 (123) : 35 All 136 : 18 Ind Cas 6S2, Rama v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 98 (98) : 7 Luck 498 : 33 Cri L Jour 342, Ahmad Jan v. 

Emperor. (But Magistrate is bound to record his reasons for the conviction.) 
(1900) 22 All 340 (341) : 1900 All W N 110, Empress v. Narain Singh. 

(34) AIR 1934 Bom 157 (158) : 58 Bom 298 : 35 Cri L Jour 841, In re Tippanna 
Eoutya. (AIR 1927 All 124, approved.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 106 (107) : 13 Rang 225 : 36 Cri L Jour 892, Emperor v. 

Maxing Po Saw. (S. 355 does not apply to summary trials.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 42 (43) : 28 Cri L Jour 76, Bhawani Bhik v. Emperor. 

2. (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 292 (292) : 160 Ind Cas 413 (Nag), Emperor v. Bau jbal . 
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Although the Magistrate or Bench of Magistrates trying a case 
summarily is not bound to record the evidence of witnesses, such 
recording of evidence is not prohibited and in cases of importance, it 
has been held that Magistrates would do well to record the evidence . 3 
The Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court has held that evidence so 
recorded will not form part of the record. 3 ® 

Moreover, Magistrates in such cases may take notes of the 
evidence for their own information and use and it has been laid 
down that where a case is likely to he adjourned to a long date, the 
Magistrate ought to take such notes . 4 The question arises as to 
whether such notes of evidence, where they are taken, form part of 
the record or are the private property of the Magistrate which he can 
destroy at his option. On this question there is a conflict of decisions. 
On the one hand, it has been held by the High Courts of Allahabad, 5- 
Bombay 6 and Rangoon , 7 the Chief Court of Oudh 8 and the Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court of Sind , 0 that such notes do not form part of 
the record and can he destroyed by the Magistrate at his option. But 
on the other hand, it has been held by the High Court of Calcutta 10 
and the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Nagpur 11 that such notes 
form part of the record and cannot be destroyed by the Magistrate. 
In the undermentioned case 12 it has been held that the failure of 
the Magistrate to sign the memorandum of evidence, assuming that, 
the Magistrate is bound to make such memorandum, is not by itself 
sufficient to vitiate the trial and conviction. See also the under- 
mentioned cases . 13 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (G, 7) : 23 Cri L Jour 114, Balhcsar Singh v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 928 (928) : 29 Cri L Jour 584, Kappal Nadar v. Emperor . 
(Court trying case summarily is not relieved of the duty of making a precise 
record of tko evidence adduced before it.) 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 40(40): 37 Cr.L.J. 455, Emperor v. Hcmandas Dcvansingh. 
(’91) 14 Mad 223 (224) : 1 lVeir 848, Empress v. Suhha Singh. 

3a. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 40 (40) : 37 Cr.L.J. 465, Emperor v. Hcmandas Devan- 
singh. (Succeeding Magsitrate cannot act on such evidence under S. 350.) 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 142 (143): 32 Cr.L.J. 276, Hanifabaiv. Mahomed Yakub v 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 All 124 (124, 125) : 49 All 261 : 28 Cr. L. J. 97, Mantoo v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 480 (481) : 49 All 562 : 28 Cr. L. J. 442, Ismail v. Emperor. 

[But sec (’27) AIR 1927 All 157 (157) : 49 All 131 : 28 Cr. L. J. 88, Atma Bam v. 
Emperor. (Submitted not good law in view of A I R 1927 All 124 which was 
decided later and was a Bench decision.)] 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 157 (158) : 58 Bom 298: 35 Cr. L. J. 841, In re Tippanna 
Koutya. 

7. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 106 (107) : 13 Rang 225 : 36 Cri L Jour 892, Emperor v. 
Maung Po Saw. 

8. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 42 (43) : 28 Cri L Jour 76, Bhawani Bhih v. Emperor. 

9. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 284 (284) : 19S.L.R. 136: 26 Cr.L.J. 1026, Rahim tullah 
Ibrahim v. Emperor. 

10. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 165 (165, 166) : 4S Cal 280 : 22 Cri L Jour 462, Salish 
Chandra v. Manmatha Nath. 

11. (’26) AIR 1926 Rag 79 (79) : 26 Cri L Jour 1454, Lai Chand v. Emperor. 

12. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cr. L. J. 283, Uohsin Sheikh v. Emperor. 

13. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 654 (654) : 21 Cr. L. J. 229, Jagdish Prasad v. Emperor. 
(The Court will insist upon the production of the original record of statements- 
made by witnesses on which the accused were convicted.) 


Section 26S 
Note 3 . 



15G2 RECORD IN CASES WHERE THERE IS NO APPEAL 


^Section 263 This section applies only to cases where no appeal lies. As to the 

Notes 3-4 question whether in cases in which an appeal lies the Magistrate is 
bound to record the evidence as in ordinary trials, see Notes under 
section 2G4. 

4. “He op they shall enter . . . particulars.” — This section 
requires the Court in a summary trial to prepare a record in the form 
that may bo prescribed by the Provincial Government containing the 
various particulars mentioned in clauses (a) to (j) of the section. By 
implication this dispenses with the recording of a judgment in the 
form laid down by S. 8G7. 1 But the record prescribed by this section 
must be prepared scrupulously and carefully and must be complete in 
<ill the particulars specified in the section. 2 The particulars must be 
recorded in separate columns; lumping together in the same column 
all the particulars is not proper/ 1 The record must be prepared at the 
time of the trial; its preparation after the close of the trial is not 
sufficient.' 1 Further, the record must bo prepared by the presiding 
officer of the Court itself. Except in cases where he is authorized to 
use the services of an officer appointed for the purpose under S. 2G5, 
sub-s.(2), ho cannot depute a clerk to prepare the record. 8 

But the failure’ of the Magistrate to prepare the record as required 
by this section will not by itself justify the quashing of the conviction 
unless it has caused prejudice or occasioned failure of justice. Thus, 
whero a Magistrate failed to enter the date of the commission of the 
•offence, it was held that the conviction could not bo set aside unless it 
was shown that the defect had led or could possibly have led to any 
prejudice or failure of justice. 0 

The register prepared under this section forms part of the record 
.and under S. 54S tlio accused is entitled to copies of it if he applies for 
them. 7 

•(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 492 (490) : 21 Cri L Jour GOO, Tiltu Sahu v. Emperor. (Held 
that Magistrate would have exercised a better discretion if lie had given accused 
copies of his notes of evidence.) 

■(’75) 24 Suth W II Cr GG (GG), Queen v. Doma Bam. (A trial must be considered 
to be summary if the procedure is summary, notwithstanding that the record is 
made at great length and the decision is come to with great care.) 

Note 4 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 All 79 (80) : 21 Cr, L. J. 442, Bhola Nathx. Emperor. (Section 
requires only a finding accompanied by statement of reasons therefor.) 

2. (’74) 22 Suth IV R Cr 2S (28), Queen v. Johirc Singh. 

■(’0G) 4 Cri L Jour 40 (41) : 12 Bur L R 151, Saminatlian Chctty v. Eangoon 
Municipality, 

(’99) 21 All 189 (192) : 1899 A W N 34, Quccn-Emprcss v. Mukundi Lai. 

■(’82) 1882 All W N 59 (59), Empress v. Madho. (No compliance of provisions in 
clauses (f) and (h) — Illegal.) 

See also S. 2G2 Note 2. 

3. (’22) 23 Cri L Jour 1G1 (1G2) : G5 Ind Cas G25 (Lab), Ghnlam Md. v. Emperor. 

4. (’92) 15 Mad 83 (87) : 2 Weir 32G, Quccn-Emprcss v. Erugadn. (Record 
prepared after close of trial from memory or rough notes — Illegal). 

5. (’83) G Mad 39G (399) : 2 Weir 32S, Subram any a Iyer v. Queen. 

•G. (’40) AIR 1940 Tat 272 (273) : 41 Cri L Jour 283, Molt sin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
See also S. 2G5 Note 2. 

7. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 17 (18) : 4 I. C. Gil : 1909 Pun Re No. 9 GvJIangaiBamx. 
Emperor. 
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5. Clause (f) — Particulars of offence charged and proved, 

— Though this section dispenses with the framing of a, formal charge 
in eases coming under it, the record prepared under the section must 
specify both the offence complained of and proved, 1 The accused is 
entitled to know clearly the offence with which he is charged to the 
same extent as in ordinary trials." The record must show that the 
accused was not in any way prejudiced in this respect. The specifica- 
tion of the offence in the record should ho sufficiently full and clear 
to give the accused sufficient notice of what he is charged with and 
what he has to meet. 3 The principles in conformity with which 
charges must be framed in warrant-cases apply to the particulars to 
he recorded under this section. 1 The mere mention of the section 
under which the accused is charged is not enough." Similarly, the 
prohibition of misjoinder of charges applies to summary trials as well 
as to ordinary trials and the record must show that there was no 
misjoinder. 0 Where there are several accused the offences charged 
against each should bo distinctly stated. 7 

Where the offence complained of is an offence of theft or other 
offence falling under clauses (d) to (g) of sub-s.(l) of S. 2G0, the value 
of the property in respect of which the offence was committed must 
also he specified in the record in order to make it clear that the offence 
was one which could bo tried in a summary way. 8 But the mere 
failure to do so is not sufficient to raise any question of possible or 
probable prejudice or failure of justice, so as to warrant the setting 
aside of the conviction unless it is shown that there was a real defect 
of jurisdiction by reason of the property exceeding Bs. GO in value. 0 

6. Clause (g) — Plea of accused and his examination (if 
any). — The record should contain the plea of the accused and 

Note 5 

1. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 40 (41) : 12 Bur L E 151, Samviathan Chctty v. Rangoon 
Municipality. 

■(’82) 18S2 All W N 242 (242), Empress v. Ghotcy Lai. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 59 (59), Empress v. Madho. 

2. (’82) 18S2 All W N 59 (59), Empress v. Madho. 

[Sec (’39) AIE 1939 Nag 87 (88) : ILE (1939) Nag 457 : 40 Cr. L. J. S46, Munna 
v. Emperor. (The circumstances o£ the offences complained of should be 
explained to the accused whether in a warrant-case or summons-case tried 
summarily.) 

3. (’82) 1882 All W N 59 (59), Empress v. Madho. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 224 (224) : 14 Ind Cas 320 (Cal), Jliaru Sheikh v. Emperor. 

4. (’12) 13 Cr L J 224 (224) : 14 Ind Cas 320 (Cal), Jliaru. Sheikh v. Emperor. 

5. (’03-04) 2 Low Bur Eul 43 (44), Emperor v. Maung Clio. 

■(’0G) 4 Cri L Jour 40 (41) : 12 Bur L E 151, Saminathan Chctty v. Rangoon 
Municipality. 

6. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 224 (224) : 14 Ind Cas 320 (Cal), Jharu Sheikh v. Emperor. 

7. (’03-04) 2 Low Bur Eul 43 (44), Emperor v. Maung Clio. 

S. (’91) 1891 All W N 183 (183), In the mailer of Shco Sahai Bhagat. 

(’19) AIE 1919 All 64 (G4) : 21 Cri L Jour 28, Udit Narain v. Emperor. 

(’73) 20 Snth W E Cr 17 (17), Empress v. Ablicen Farida. 

(’08) 10 Cal W N ccxxxiii (ccxxxiv), Chaitan Charan Maity v. Eala Chand 
Skamania. 

(’22) AIE 1922 Pat 227 (228) : 25 Cri L Jour 545, Brij Nandan v. Emperor. 

■9. (’40) AIE 1940 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cri L Jour 283, Mohsin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
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Section 263 
Note 6 


particulars as to Ills examination by the Court . 1 The accused must be 
asked to state bis plea as in ordinary trials . 2 Further, the accused 
must be oxamined under S. 342 with a view to enable him to explain 
any circumstances appearing against him after the case for the prose- 
cution has been closed and before the accused is called on to enter 
upon his defence . 3 The general view is that the Court is bound to 
examine the accused under section 342 in summary trials, whether of 
summons-cases or of warrant-cases .' 1 The use of the words “if any” 
in this clause does not make it optional with the Court to apply the 
provisions of s. 342 to summary trials . 5 The words cover only cases 
where the accused pleads guilty or owing to the weakness of the 

Note 6 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 193 (193) : 3G Cr.L.,7. 1484, Dcvjimal v. Emperor. (It is 
not a compliance with this obligation to state merely the plea of the accused. 
The prisoner’s own plea and examination should be recorded in the form 
provided for that purpose by the Local Government.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 2GG (2GG) : 29 Cri L .Tour 2G5, Mural Singh v. Emperor. 

(’05) 9 Cal W N lxxvi (lxxvi), Sliib Chandra Ray v. Xanda Rani JDasi. 

2. (’05) 9 Cal W N lxxvi (lxxvi), Shib Chandra Ray v. Xanda Rani Dasi. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 70 (71) : 32 Sind L R GS1 : 39 Cri L .Tour 474, Choilhram 
Mcnghraj v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 304 (304) : 32 S.L.R. 30 : 39 Cr.L.J. 59, Emperor v. Shivalomal. 
(’3G) AIR 1930 Oudh 1G(17): 11 Luck 401: 36 Cr.L.J. 1308, Emperor v. Kantna- 
shankar, (Prejudice may be presumed where S. 342 has not been complied with.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (G) : 23 Cri L Jour 114, Balkcshar Singh v. Emperor. 

(’2G) AIR 192G Nag 300 (300, 301) : 22 Nag L It G5 : 27 Cr. L. J. G02, Bhanwan 
v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 290(297): 23 Cr.L.J. 440, Rarmcshwar Ball Millar v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 11 (12) : G Pat L Jour 174 : 22 Cri L Jour 427, Gulam Rasul 
v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 218, Bengal Municipal Act, 18S4.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G Sind 1 (2) : 20 Sind L R 34 : 2G Cr.L.J. 1554 (F B), Emperor v. A Tabu. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal GG3 (GG3):41 Cal 743 : 15 Cr.L.J. 190, Md. II ossein v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 45 (47) : 23 Cr.L.J. 154, Eaji Muhamad Baksh v. Emperor. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Bom 314 (314, 315), Emperor v. Kondiba Balaji. 

(’3G) AIR 193G Oudh 1G(17) : 3G Cr.L.J. 1303 : 11 Luck 4G1, Emperor v. Kanina- 
shankar. (Summons-case.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 AU217 (218) : 3GCr.L.,T. 1290 : 57 All GGG,Siaram x. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 193 (193) : 3G Cri L Jour 14S4, Dcvjimal v. Emperor. 
(Warrant-case.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 9G (9G): 15 Lah 60:35 Cr. L.T. 1394, Karam Din v. Emperor, 
(Summons-case.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 153 (154): 32 Cr.L.J. 70S, Bhimscn Sacnar v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’30) 31 Cri L Jour G13(G14):124I.C. 10 (Gnl), Moysuddin Mean v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 3G9 (370) : G Pat 504 : 28 Cri L Jour 1037, Parsolim Das v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 290(297): 23 Cr.L.J. 440, Parmcshwar Lai v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal GG3 (GG3) : 41 Cal 743 : 15 Cri L Jour 190, Mahomed Hosscin 
v. Emperor. (Warrant-case.) 

[But see (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 30 (31) : 4G Mad 7GG : 24 Cr.L.J. 847 (FB), Dharam 
Singh v. Emperor. (Summons-case.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 638, Nga Po Way v. Queen-Empress.) 

See also S. 342 Note 3 which shows a conflict of decisions as to applicability of 

S. 342 to summons-cases.] 

See also S. 262 Note 2. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag G7 (G7) : ILR (1937) Nng 22S : 3S Cr. L. J. 354, Budhulal 
v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 192GNag300 (300) : 22 NagLR G5 : 27 Cr.L.J. 632, Bhagwan v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 192G Sind 1(2) : 20 Sind LR 34 : 2G Cr.L.J. 1554 (FB), Emperor v. Xabu. 
(’35) AIR 1935 All 217 (219) : 57 All GGG : 36 Cr. L. J. 1290, Sia Ram v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 193 (193) : 3G Cri L Jour 1484, Dcvjimal v. Emperor. 
(Examination under S. 342 need not be taken with all formalities under S. 364, 
Cr. Pro. Code.) 
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prosecution evidence the accused can be acquitted without his being 
examined under S. 342.° But the examination of the accused need not 
he recorded in the manner laid down in s. 3G4. 7 (see S.3G4, clause (B.) 
It has been held that even the failure to record the particulars of the 
examination as required hy this section is only an irregularity covered 
by S. 537 and does not vitiate the trial where the accused has not been 
prejudiced . 8 

7. Clause (h) — Finding and, in case of conviction, brief 
statement of reasons therefor. — Where the finding is one of 
conviction, the record must contain a brief statement of the reasons 
for conviction . 1 The statement of reasons may be brief ; 2 but the 
brevity must not tend to obscurity . 3 The statement must be sufficient 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag G7 (07) : ILR (1937) Nag 228 : 38 Cr. L. J. 354, Budhulal 
v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 1 (2) : 20 Sind L R 34 : 2G Cr.L. J. 1554 (F B), Emperor v. Nabu. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 300 (300) : 22 Nag LR 65: 27 Cr.L. J. 632,Bhagwan v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’40) AIR 1940 Bom 314 (315), Emperor v. Eondiba Balaji. (The words ‘if 
any’ merely indicate that if the accused makes no statement there is nothing 
to record.)] 

7. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudli 16 (17) : 11 Luck 4G1 : 36 Cri L .Tour 1303, Emperor v. 
Earunashanhar. (But some notes must be made of the examination of the 
accused.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 369 (370) : Pat 504 : 28 Cri L Jour 1037, Parshotim Das v. 
Emperor. (Section 364 itself says that it is not necessary for the Magistrate in 
a summary trial to record the examination in detail.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 193 (193) : 36 Cri L Jour 1484, Devjimal v. Emperor. 

8. (’35) AIR 1935 All 217 (219) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1290 : 57 All 666, Sia Earn v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 All 195 (195) : 41 Cri L Jour 498, Dal Chand v. Emperor. (A 
judgment which merely states that the accused ‘is fined Rs. 25 or two months 
rigorous imprisonment in default' is no judgment at all according to law.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 37 (38) : 40 Cr. L. J. 141 : 14 Luck 325, Baijoo v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 480 (480) : 38 Cri L Jour 581, Eaixnayya v. Vcnliatcsam. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 250 (251) : 28 Cri L Jour 495, Nisarali v. Secretary, Munici- 
pal Committee, Nagpur. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Oudh 240 (240) : 24 Oudh Cas 293 : 23 Cri L Jour 427, Emperor 
v. Mian Jan. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 98 (98) : 7Luck498: 33 Cr.L.J. 342, Ahmad Janv. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 253 (253) : 20 Cri L Jour 431, Janhey Bai v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 138 (138) : 21 Cri L Jour 656, Maqsood Alam v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 56 (56) : 23 Cri L Jour 94, Damodar Das v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 197 (197) : 51 Mad 338 : 29 Cri L Jour 207, Lalamma v. 
Emperor. (It is not clear whether trial in this case was a summary one — Offence 
not mentioned.) 

(’83) 1883 All W N 114 (114), Empress v. Girwar Dial. 

(’80) 6 Cal L R 273 (275), In the matter of Dowlat Singh. 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No 6 Cr, p. 11 (11, 12), Jaggat Earn v. Empress. 

(’05) 9 Cal W N lxxv (lxxvi), Emperor v. Haladhar Maiii. 

(’02) 6 Cal W N 40 (40), Dinanath Talulcdar v. Jogcndra Narain. 

(’82) 8 Cal 195 (197, 198), Empress v. Eadoi Nath Shaha. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 736 (737), Mabub Sahib v. Kesavalu Chetty. 

(’74) 22 Suth W RCr 28 (28), .Empress v. Johric Singh. (Other irregularities also.) 
(’82) 1882 All W N 242 (242), Empress v. Chotey Lai. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 59 (59), Empress v. Madho. (No compliance with cl. (f) also 
of this section — Illegal.) 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 37 (38) : 40 Cr.L.J. ill : 14 Luck 325, Baijoo v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 All 79 (80) : 21 Cri L Jour 442, Bholanath v. Emperor. 

(’99) 21 All 189 (192) : 1899 All W N 34, Queen-Empress v. Muhundi Lai. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 37 (38): 40 Cr.L.J. 141 : 14 Luck 325, Baijoo v. Emperor. 
(’99) 21 All 189 (192) : 1899 All W N 34, Queen-Empress v. Muhundi Lai. 
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to enable a Court of revision to judge whether the lower Court had 
sufficient material before it for convicting the accused.' 1 The reasons 
must refer briefly to the evidence in support of the conclusions of the 
Court. 5 Merely saying “I believe the prosecution” is not enough as 
this is only a conclusion and not a reason. Ca Where the reasons for 
conviction are not properly recorded with the result that, when the 
matter goes before a Court of revision, the latter feels a doubt as 
to the guilt of the accused, the benefit of the doubt must go to the 


4. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 208 (209), Me Da Li v. Crown. 

(’85) 18S5 All W N 213 (213), Empress v. Mohan. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Onclli 297 (299) : 24 Cr. L. J. 916, Emperor v. Jagmohan Das. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 375 (376) : 3 Low Bur Rul 3, Kit chi v. Emperor. (Record must 
show necessary ingredients of offences charged.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 280 (280) : 10 I. C. 921 (L B), KcL Foon v. Emperor. (Offence 
under S. 30, Rangoon Police Act, 1S99), 

(’09) 10 Gri L. J. 216 (216) : 2 Sind L R 3, Impcrator v. Dino. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 53 (53):16 Cr.L.J. 713:9 S L R 89 ,i?am Harakli v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 708 (709) : 16 I. C. 516 (All), Brig Basi Lai v. Emperor. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 178 (180) : 2 C. L, J. 565 : 10 C W N 79, Khosh Md. v. Empress. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 378 (379) : 10 Lab 231 : 29 Cr.L.J. 877, Din Md. v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 481 (482) : 32 Cr. L. J. 50, A l am Parkash v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 33 (38) : 32 Cri L Jour 532, Baliram v. Emperor. (Offence 
under S. 32, Police Act, 1861.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 1S5 (180): 46 Mad 253:24 Cr.L.J. Si.Inrc Dervish Hussain, 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, p. 10 (11), Mchtab v. Empress. 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 594 (594) : 21 1. C. 466:16 Oudb Cas 357 , Jagannath v. Emperor. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 778 (779), Queen-Empress v. Harigopal. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 484 (485) : 19 Cr. L. J. 719, Jankidcr v. Raghunatli Lai. 

(’Si) 6 Cal 579 (580, 581), Empress v. Punjab Singh. 

(’94) 18 Bom 97 (98), Empress v. Shidgauda. (Simply stating “witnesses called 
by complainant support the complainant; witnesses for accused do not say that 
accused lias not committed the offence”, is not sufficient.) 

(’99) 1899 All W N SI (82), Empress v. Muhammad Haniff. 

(’89) 18S9 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 37 (40), Slier Singh v. Empress. 

(1900) 27 Cal 450 (451), Ainuddi Sheikh v. Empress. (Offence under S. 25, Indian 
Forest Act, 1878 now S. 26 of Indian Forest Act, 1927.) 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 281 (282), Lalit Mohan v. Chundcr Mohan. 

(’86) 1886 All W N 1S1 (181), Empress v. Lachman. 

(’99) 13 C P L It 17 (IS), Empress v. Bhikia Marar. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 95 (95), Vadivaloo Swamp v. Crown. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 266 (267) : 29 Cri L Jour 265, Murat Singh v. Emperor. (No 
compliance with cl. (g) also.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudb 9S (98): 7 Luck 49S: S3 Cr.L.J. 342, Ahmad jan v. Emperor. 

(’74) 22 Suth W It Cr 2S (28), Queen v. Joliric Singh. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 596 (597) : 15 Lab 277 : 35 Cri L Jour 1464, Abdul Rahman 
v. Emperor. (Bare reference to section of statute is not enough.) 

[Sec also (’40) AIR 1940 All 195 (195): 41 Cr. L. J. 498, Dal Chand v. Emperor. 
(Statement must show on the face of it that the cases of both parties have 
been carefully and properly considered.)] 

5. (’06) 10 Cal W N cclxxix (cclxxix), Mahomed Hossicn v. Kcshab Chandra. 

(’99) 21 All 189 (190) : 1899 AWN 34, Empress v. Mulcundi. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 4S1 (482) : 32 Cri L Jour 50, A tain Parkash v. Emperor. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 45 (46), Emprcssv. Bashin. (S. 336, Penal Code — Where 
offence is not one which is defined in the way in which, for example, the offence 
of theft is defined, these reasons must include a statement of facts sufficient 
prima facie to constitute the offence — Held facts proved no offence.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 144 (144): 37 CriLJour 715, Dayaram Saioomalv. Emperor. 
(Record should contain a clear statement of facts constituting offence and must 
show that each of the ingredients necessary for conviction has been considered 
and held proved by the Magistrate.) 

[Sec (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 142(143):32 Cr.L.J. 276, Hanifabai v. Mahomed Yakub.] 

5a. (’34) AIR 1934 Lah 596 (598) : 15 Lah 277 : 35 Cr.L.J. 1464, Abdul Rahman 
v. Emperor. 



RECORD IN APPEALABLE CASES 


1567 


accused.® But where, despite the defectiveness of the record in this Section 26S> 

particular the Court of revision is satisfied, from the other material Note 7 
on the record, that the conviction was right, it will not he upset 
merely because of the non-compliance with this section, such non- 
compliance being merely an irregularity within S. 53T. 7 

Section 441 provides that when the record of the proceeding of 
any Presidency Magistrate is called for by the High Court under 
section 485, he may submit a written statement of the grounds of his 
decision and that the High Court should consider such statement 
before upsetting his decision. There is no such provision in the case 
of other Magistrates and so, when the reasons for conviction are not 
recorded as required by this section and the matter goes up before a 
Court of revision, the lower Court cannot send any written statement 
of reasons for its decision for the consideration of the Court of revision . 8 

The section requires reasons to be recorded only in case of convic- 
tion ; no reasons need be recorded for an acquittal 8 or a sentence . 10 


264.* (!) I n every case tried summarily by a Section 265 - 
Record in appeal- Magistrate or Bench in which an 
able cases. appeal lies, such Magistrate or Bench 

shall, before passing sentence, record judgment 
embodying the substance of the evidence and also the 
particulars mentioned in section 263. 

(2) Such judgment shall be the only record in 
cases coming within this section. 

1. "Judgment embodying the substance of the evidence.” — 

The language of the section is imperative. In a case coming within 
the section, the judgment ought to embody the substance of the 
evidence adduced on both sides . 1 The substance of every separate 

* 1882 : S. 264; 1872 ; S. 228; 1861 —Nil. 

6. (’31) AIR 1931 Lab 33 (38): 32 Cri L Jour 532, Bali Bam v. Emperor, (Offence 
under S. 31, Police Act.) 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 138 (139): 26 Cr.L. J. 466, Emperor v. Namdco Ldkman, 

8. (’05) 9 Cal W N Ixxv (lxxvi), Emperor v. Haladar Maiti. 

9. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 433 (436): i2 Bur L R 59, Narayanaswamy v. A. Blalie. 

10. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 264 (265) : 41 Cri L Jour 544, Provincial Govt. G.P. and 
Bcrar v. Bhivram, 

Section 264 — Note 1 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Oudb 167 (167) : 24 Cri L Jour 484, Salim v. Emperor. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 23 (23) : 4 Low Bur Po Eav. Einperor. 

(’74) 1874 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. 3', Balchhu v. Grown. (Mere reference to character 
of evidence is not sufficient.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 433 (433) : 29 Cri L Jour 1005, Nurudin v. Emperor. (Sub- 
stance to be plainly stated and not to be left for inference by High Court.) 

(’94) 1894 Rat 725 (725), Queen-Empress \. Euscin. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudb 177 (178) : 35 Cr. L. J. 677, Emperor v. AKbar Ali. (Where- 
the Magistrate merely wrote in one sentence that the accused were entitled to • 
the benefit of the doubt and acquitted them, held that there was no judgment in 
the eye of law and that the acquittal should be set aside.) 

0 See (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 292 (292) : 160 Ind Cas 413 (Nag), Emperor v. Bhujbal.]-. 

See also S. 262 Note 2. 
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Section 26$ 
Kfotes 1-2 


deposition need not be recorded, but only the substance of the evidence 
as a whole need be given. 2 But, it is not sufficient compliance with 
the law to state that “ the witnesses for the prosecution support the 
statement of the complainant” and "the statement of the witnesses 
examined by the accused is very conflicting.” 3 Further, it must be 
remembered that the substance of the evidence is a matter quite 
distinct from the facts which may be considered as. proved by the 
evidence. Hence, a mere statement of the facts which the evidence of 
certain witnesses is considered to have proved is not sufficient. 311 The 
substance must be stated plainly and must not be left to be deduced 
by inference. 3b The substance of the evidence should be so recorded 
as to enable the appellate Court to judge if there are sufficient 
materials for the decision. 4 

The failure to set forth the substance of the evidence is fatal to 
the case 5 because it prejudices the accused in that it prevents the 
proper disposal of the appeal that he is enabled to make. 0 

2. Sub-section (2) — “Such judgment shall be the only record 
in cases coming within this section.” — Section 263 expressly 
provides that in cases coming under that section it is not necessary to 
record the evidence of witnesses or frame a formal charge. There is no 
such express provision in this section. But the effect of the provision 
in sub-section (2), that the judgment prepared in accordance with sub- 
section (l) should be the only record in the case, is to dispense with the 

2 . (’76) 25 Sutli W R Cr 6 (7), Kristodhonc Dutt v. Chairman, Municipal Com- 
missioners of Calcutta. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 151 (152) : 30 Cri L Jour 557, Janina Prasad v. Emperor. 
[Rut sec (’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 23 (23) : 4 L. B. R. 338, Po Ka v. Emperor. (Personality 
of each witness and the circumstances in which he, was in a position to observe 
relevant facts should appear briefly but clearly on the record.)] 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 167 (107) : 24 Cr. L. J. 484, Salim v. Emperor. (Record 
ought to show how the witnesses came to be on the spot and how much of the 
affair they saw.) 

3a. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 23 (23) : 4 Low Bur Rul 338, Po Ka v. Emperor. 

3b. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 433 (433) : 29 Cr. L. J, 1005, Nuruddin Sheikh Adam 
v. Emperor. 

4 . (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 23 (23) : 4 Low Bur Rul 338, Po Ka v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 161 (152) : 30 Cri L Jour 557, Jamna Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’78) 1 All 680 (682), Empress of India v. Kanran Singh. (The prisoner’s right 
of appeal must not be defeated in consequence of an imperfect statement of the 
substance of evidence.) 

[See (’97) 1897 Rat 934 (934, 935), Queen-Empress v. NaxoajbaiJ] 

[Rut see (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 233 (233) : 32 Cri L Jour 689, Subramania Maislry 
v. Nachiar Animal. (Whether the Magistrate is to give such complete summary 
of evidence as to afford material for appeal or merely a statement of evidence 
which he thinks substantial rests with the Magistrate.)] 

5 . (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 433 (433) : 29 Cr.L.J. 1005, Nuruddin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’74) 1874 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. 3, Bakkhu v. Crown. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 725 (725), Queen-Empress v. Huscin. 

,(’82) 1882 All W N 178 (179), Empress v. Lalji. 

[Gut see (’78) 1 All 680 (682), Empress of India v. Kanran Singh. (Appellate 
Court need not quash conviction, but may remand case directing trial Court to 
remedy defect, if necessary, by re-examining witnesses.)] 

■6. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 433 (433) : 29 Cr. L. J. 1005, Nuruddin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
See also S. 262 Note 2 and S. 537 Note 12. 
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recording of the evidence of witnesses 1 and the framing of a formal 
charge" even in cases coming under this section. Even if the evidence 
of witnesses is actually recorded or the Court takes rough notes of the 
evidence, such evidence or notes cannot form part of the record in 
view of the express provision of sub-section (2) and the appellate 
Court cannot travel beyond the judgment to any other material in 
order to test the substance of the evidence forming part of the 
judgment. 1 

265 .® (i) Records made under section 263 
Language of record and judgments recorded under 
and judgment. section 264 shall be written by the 

presiding officer, either in English or in the language 
of the Court, or, if the Court to which such presiding 
officer is immediately subordinate so directs, in such 
officer’s mother-tongue. 

(2) The Provincial Government “ may authorize 
Bench may be an y Bench of Magistrates empowered to 
employ clerk. try offences summarily to prepare the 

* 1882 : S. 265; 1872 : Ss. 229, 230; 1861 _ Nil. 


Note 2 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 All 124 (124, 125) : 49 All 261 : 28 Cr. L. J. 97, Mantao Tcwari 
v. Emperor. (S. 2G4 is not controlled by S. 355, Cr. P. C.) 

•(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 426 (428) : 28 Cri L Jour 537, Chimanlal v. Emperor. (Rough 
notes of evidence do not form part of the record.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 375 (37G) : 3 Low Bur Rul 3, KucM\. Emperor. (S. 355, Cr. P. C., 
merely prescribes a briefer record in summons cases and other cases which may 
be tried summarily when they are ns a matter of'fact tried regularly.) 

C25) AIR 1925 Sind 284 (284) ; 19 Sind LR 136 : 26 Cri L Jour 1026, BaMmtullah 
v. Emperor. (Rough notes should not he attached to the record — An attempt to 
increase the record by so doing is illegal.) 

■(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 233 (233): 32 Cri.L.J. 689, Subramania v. Nachiar Amvtal. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 157 (158) : 58 Bom 29S : 35 Cri L Jour 841, In re Tippanna 
Eoutya Mannavaddar. (S. 355, Cr. P. C., has no application whatever to sum- 
mary trials.) 

[Cut sec (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 165 (165) : 48 Cal 280 : 22 Cri L Jour 462, Salisli 
Chandra v. Manmatha Nath. (Submitted not correct.)] 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 301 (301, 302) : 7 Lab 303 : 27 Cri L Jour 639, Emperor 
v. Salic/ Bam. 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 722 (722) : 26 Cri L Jour 1334, Kalin Bari v. Emperor. 
(AIR 1924 Cal 63 criticised as defective.) 

[See (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1202 (1203) : 53 Cal 738 : 27 Cri L Jour 1295, Maaab 
Chandra v. Emperor. (In any case failure to frame charge is not fatal in view 
of Section 535 (2).)] 

[But see (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 63 (64) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1270, Naiabar Khan v. Emperor. 
(Submitted not correct.)] 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 40 (40) : 37 Cr. L. J. 455, Emperor v. Hernandos Devansingh. 
(Evidence so recorded does not come within the meaning S. 350.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 284 (284) : 19 Sind L R 136 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1026, BaMmtullah 
v. Emperor. (The rough notes taken by the Magistrate should not be attached to 
the record.) 

•4. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 597 (597, 598) : 29 Cri L Jour 625, Cholchalingapandaram v. 
Emperor. 

(’26) 1926 Mad W N sc (sc). 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 298 (299) :-28 Cri L Jour 138, Nagoor Kanni Nadiira v. Silhu 
Naich. (Rough notes of evidence cannot be called for or consulted.) 

2Cr,99. 


Section 285 
"Note 2. 


Section 265 
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Section 26S 
Notes 1-3 


aforesaid record or judgment by means of an officer 
appointed in this behalf by the Court to which such 
Bench is immediately subordinate, and the record or 
judgment so prepared shall be signed by each member 
of such Bench present taking part in the proceedings. 

(3) If no such authorization be given, the record 
prepared by a member of the Bench and signed as 
aforesaid shall be the proper record. 

(4) If the Bench differ in opinion, any dissen- 
tient member may write a separate judgment. 

n. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

1. Legislative changes. — Sub-sections (3) and (4) were newly- 
added in the Code of 1S9S. 

2. “Shall be written by the presiding officer.” — This 
section provides that the record or the judgment in summary trials 
should be written by the presiding oflicer. The preparation of such 
record is thus the duty of the Magistrate himself and he cannot 
depute a clerk to do it. 1 But in cases falling under sub-s.(2) the record 
or judgment may bo prepared by the officer appointed for the purpose 
under it, and the members of the Bench trying the case may sign the 
record or judgment so prepared. Where a case is tried by a Bench of 
Magistrates, it has been held that the record or judgment ought to be 
prepared in the presence of all the Magistrates forming the Bench and 
they must all be aware of their contents and approve of them, even 
though the formal pronouncement of the same may be left to be 
made by the Chairman of the Bench in their absence. Therefore, a 
record or judgment prepared by the Chairman in the absence of the 
other Magistrates is not valid in law, even though the others may 
have concurred in the decision 3 

3. Signature on judgment or record. — The requirements of 
public policy necessitate the writing of the full name of the Magistrate 
who signs the judgment and the mere putting in of the initials is not 
a sufficient compliance with the law. Therefore, where one of the three 
members of a Bench trying a case summarily merely initials the 
judgment instead of signing his full name in it, he cannot be held to 
have ‘signed’ the judgment as required by the section. 1 As to whether 

Section 265 — Note 2 

1. (’83) G Mad 396 (399) : 2 Weir 328, Subramania Iyer v. Queen. (Preparation 
of record deputed to clerk — Irregularity is grave.) 

See also S. 263 Note 4. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1172 (1173): 52 Mad 237 : 29 Cr.L.J. 973, Ramakotiah v. 
Subba Rao. (Preparation of judgment after the other members had left the Court 
is not a proper judgment.) 

See also S. 366 Note 3. 

Note 3 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 867 (868):54 Mad 252:32 Cr.L.J. 430, Brahmaiah v. Emperor. 
See also S. 367 Note 11. 
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such initialling instead of signing the full name amounts to an illegality Section 26S 

or a mere irregularity within the meaning of S.537, seo Notes to s.537. Note 3 
The signature should he made with a pen and not with a stamp." 

Section 3G7 provides that a judgment should be signed by the 
presiding officer of the Court. Where a case is tried summarily by a 
Bench of Magistrates, it is provided by sub-s.(3) of this section that the 
judgment or record prepared by a member of the Bench should be 
signed by every member of the Bench. Where the judgment or record 
is prepared by the Chairman of the Bench, will the signature of the 
Chairman alone be sufficient as that of the “presiding officer" under 
S. 367 or is it necessary that the record or judgment should be signed 
by each of the other members of the Bench also? On this question it 
has been held by the High Court of Madras that the words “the 
presiding officer of the Court” in S. 867 are no more than a compendious 
description of all classes of judicial officers, Magistrates and Judges 
who have to pronounce judgments, that they do not afford any 
assistance in the construction of this section and that the intention of 
this section is that by whomsoever the record or judgment is written, 
it should be signed by all the members present. Hence, the fact that 
the record or judgment has been written and signed by the Chairman 
of a Bench does not dispense with the signatures of the other members 
of the Bench. 3 See also Note 3 to S. 867. 

Where copies are furnished to the parties of the judgment or 
record, the copy should contain a copy of the signature of all the 
members of the Bench who signed the original. A copy, wherein is 
given the signature of only the Chairman of tho Bench, is incorrect 
and defective. 4 

CHAPTER XXIII. 

Of Trials before High Courts 
and Courts of Session. 

A. — Preliminary. 

266 .* In this Chapter, except in sections 276 Section 266 
“High Court” and 307, and in Chapter XVIII, the 
defined. expression “High Court” means a High 

Court iviihin the meaning f of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, and includes such other Courts as the 

' 1882 : S. 266 ; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 
f See Section 219 of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

2. (’83) 6 Mad 396 (398) : 2 Weir 328, Subramanya Iyer v. Queen. (Signature 
with stamp — It is no more than an irregularity.) 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 187 (187, 188) : 53 Mad 165 : 31 Cr. L. J. 715, Nathan v. 

Emperor. (Dissenting from AIR 1928 Mad 1172.) 

4. (’30) AIR 1930Mad867(868):54 Mad 252:32 Cr.L.J. 430, Brahmaiah v. Emperor. 

See also S. 367 Note 11. 
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action 266 'Provincial Government may ly notification in the 
ftotes 1-4 Official Gazette? declare to lie High. Courts for the 
purposes of this Chapter and of Chapter XVIIL 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “means a High Court of Judicature established 
under the Indian High Courts Act, 1861, or the Government of India Act, 1915, 
and includes the Chief Court of Oudh,the Court of Judicial Commissioner of Sind, 
and such other Courts as the Governor-General in Council may, by notification in 
the Gazette of India.” 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. 

3. “High Court.” 

4. Judicial Commissioner. 

1. Legislative changes ( omitted ) 

2. Scope and applicability of the section — This chapter 
deals with the procedure to be adopted by a Court of Session or a 
High Court in the trial of cases committed to it under chapter XVIH 
of the Code. The language of ss. 193 and 194 implies that this chapter 
has reference only to cases committed to a Court of Session. It would 
appear, therefore, that the procedure laid down in this chapter was 
not intended to be applicable to the trial of such exceptional cases as a 
Court of Session or a High Court may take cognizance of, otherwise , 
than on commitment as provided for in Ss. 198 and 194. 

The material distinction between a trial held by a Magistrate and 
a trial under this chapter is that while in the former the right and 
duty to decide a case rests solely in the Magistrate, in trials under this 
chapter the Judge is bound by the verdict of a jury or to consider the 
opinion of assessors, as the case may be. 

Section 14 of the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, XIV of 
190S, makes the provisions of the chapter applicable, subject to certain 
prescribed conditions, to trials before the special tribunals constituted 
under the said Act. 

3. “High Court.” — - The expression “High Court” is defined in 
s.4 (l) (j) of the Code. But that definition is subject to the provision in 

- •' - ■ S. 2G6 giving the expression a different meaning for certain purposes. 

! A High Court exercising original criminal jurisdiction is not a 
Sessions Court within the meaning of the Code. 1 

5. Judicial Commissioner. — The effect of the definition of 
•“High Court” in this section is not to confer the status of a High 
Court on Courts which are not statutory High Courts, but is only to 
extend to such Courts the procedure applicable to statutory High 
Courts, in the trial of sessions cases. The Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court of Sind, for example, is in its constitution a Sessions Court 


Section 266 — Note 3 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 867 (868) : 59 Cal 1248 : 34 Cr.L. J. 107, Sukumar Majwndar 
v. Emperor. 

See also S. G Note 3, S. 9 Note 3 ami S. 528A Note 5. ■ • ” ” 
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under s. 1A of the Sind Courts Act, Xli of 18GG. But in the trial of 
sessions eases it is deemed to be a High Court to the extent prescribed 
in this section. 1 As such, when a Judicial Commissioner of that Court 
in a sessions trial disagrees with the verdict of the jury, the procedure 
to be adopted is that of a High Court as provided in s. 305 of this 
chapter and the Judge has no power of reference under s. 307. 2 The 
Court of a Judicial Commissioner, as for example of Sind, is a High 
Court only for the purposes of chapter XXIII (and of chapter XViil) and 
remains a Sessions Court for other purposes notwithstanding S. 266, and 
an appeal lies under S. 41S of the Code from the decision of a Judge of 
that Court in a sessions trial. 3 Under Bombay Act, vil of 1926, which 
came into force from the 15th April of 1910, 1 the Sind Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court has become the Chief Court of Sind. The Sind 
Courts Act, xii of 1SGG has been repealed by the above Act, but under s.s 
thereof, the Chief Court of Sind continues to be a Court of Session. 
So, the above principles will apply also in the case of the Chief Court 
of Sind. . 


Trials before High 267 ." All trials under this 

Court to be by jury. Chapter before a High Court shall 
he hy jury, 

and, notwithstanding anything herein contained, 
in all criminal cases transferred to a High Court under 
this Code or under the Letters Patent of any High 
Court established under the Indian High Courts Act, 
1S61, or the Government of India Act, 1915, or the 
Government of India Aol, 19351 the trial may, if the 
High Court so directs, he hy jury. 

The words “or the Government of India Act, 1915,” were inserted by the 
Amending Act XIII of 1916. 

' a. Inserted by A. 0. 

1.* Trial by jury. — The word “jury” means a company of men 
sworn to deliver a verdict upon evidence delivered to them touching 

* 1882 : S. 267; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

Note 4 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (218) ; 41 Cr.L.J. 28 :ILR (1940) Ear 249, Shetuciram 
Jcthanand v. Emperor, 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 249 (249) : 19 Sind L R 309 : 26 Cr.L.J. 562 (FB), Khudabux 
v. Emperor. 

2. (’28) AUt 1928 Sind 149 (152, i57, 161) ; 22 Sind L R 349 : 29 Cri L Jour 945 
(FB), Emperor v. Jianand. 

(’2-5) AIR 1925 Sind 34 (35) : 25 Cri L Jour 428, Emperor v. Mittao. 

See also S. 307 Note 2. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (211) : ILR(1940)Kar249 : 41 Cr.L.J. 28, Shewaram 
J cthanand v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 249 (250 to 252) : 19 Sind L R 309 : 26 Cri L Jour 562 (FB), 
Khudabux v. Emperor. 

4. See Government of Sind Notification No. 1499-H./39 of 27.-3-1940. 


Section 266 
Note 4 . ; 


Section 267 
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Section 268 


the issue. 1 The system of trial hy jury in England is based on the 
common law and on the constitutional principle that every person is 
entitled to demand that he he not restrained of his liberty except per 
legale judicium parium suorum vcl per legem terra, so that trial by 
jury is the rule except in particular cases. In this country, there is no 
such inalienable right to be tried hy jury. 2 It is only a creation of 
statute 3 and is simply a mode of trial prescribed by the legislature in 
certain cases. 4 The verdict of the jury in India has, therefore, not got 
the same sacrosanct character as it has in England, and repugnancy 
in the verdict is not in itself sufficient to justify the quashing of a 
conviction based on such verdict. 6 

2. Criminal cases transferred to the High Court under this 

Code. — Where a criminal case is transferred to the High Court, and 
there is no order under the section that it should be tried by jury, the 
trial will be hy assessors if that is the mode of trial prescribed in the 
Court from which the case is transferred. 

See sections 449 and 526. 0 

3. Transfer under Letters Patent. — See clause 29 of the 
Letters Patent (Madras, Bombay and Calcutta) and the corresponding 
clause of the Letters Patent for the other High Courts. 


Trials before Court of 
Session to be by jury, or 
with assessors. 


268 .* All trials before a 
Court of Session shall be either by 
jury, or with the aid of assessors. 


Synopsis 

1. Scope of the section. 

2. “With the aid of assessors.” 

3. Position of the jury and of the assessors. 

4. Recording evidence in the absence of jurors or assessors. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Effect o£-trial of jury case with assessors Sessions Court — Trial when by jury 
and vice versa. See Note 1 and S. 269 and when with aid of assessors. See 
Note 3. Note 1. 


1. Scope of the section. — The ordinary rule is that a trial 
before a Court of Session, is to be with the aid of assessors. A trial by 
jury is an exception and is provided for by S. 269. In the absence of a 
notification under S. 269, trials before Sessions Courts must be with 
the aid of assessors. 1 


* 1882 :S. 268 ; 1872 : S. 232; 1861 : S. 324. 


Section 267 — Note 1 

1. Whartons Law Lexicon. 

2. (’69) 11 Suth W R Or 29 (29, 80) (FB), In re Gorachand Ghose. 

3. (’95) 19 Bom 749 (762), Queen-Empress v. Bamachandra Govind. 

4. (’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 29 (30) (FB), In re Gorachand Ghose. 

5. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 886 (887) : 41 Cal 754 : 15 Cri L Jour 402, Manindra 
Chandra v. Emperor. See also S. 308 Note 1. 

Section 268 — Note 1 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 527 (528) : 38 Cr.L.J. 212:ILR (1937)1 Cal 306, Jogneswar 
Ghosh v. Emperor. 
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As to the effect, of a jury trying a case triable with the aid of 
assessors and vice versa, seo s. 53G and Note 3 to S.2G0. 

See also the undermentioned case. 2 

2. “ With the aid of assessors.” — In cases triable with the 
aid of assessors it is mandatory that the trial should commence with 
the requisite number of competent assessors under s. 234, but where in 
the course of the trial some of them are unable to attend, the trial 
may proceed with the aid of the other assessors : see S. 285. 

The jurisdiction of the Sessions Judge to commence his trial and 
his jurisdiction to continue the 'trial are dependent upon his choosing 
the requisite number of competent assessors to aid him and on the 
continuation of at least one of them throughout the trial. Any finding 
or sentence passed by a Sessions Judge in contravention of these 
requisites will not be one passed by a Court of competent jurisdiction. 1 
The defect is not one which can be cured by S.5S7. 2 

The scheme of the Code shows that in the view of the Legislature 
it is less advantageous to an accused to be tried with the aid of assessors 
than by a jury. 3 

(’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 32 (33), J. Shilling v. Empress. 

(’9G) 189G Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 29 (32), Mullincaux v. Empress. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 PC 119(120): 38 Cr.L.J.498 : G4 I.A.14S : ILR(1937) Bom 711 
(PC), Fakira v. Emperor. (This section ns npplicnble to the cantonment of Secun- 
darabad has been modified by Notification No. 2G0-1, dated 24th April 1929, in 
exercise of powers conferred by the Indian (Foreign Jurisdiction) Order in Conn- 
cil and gives a Sessions Judge the discretion of dispensing with jury or assessors 
— An Additional Sessions Judge can also exercise such discretion.) 

Note 2 

1. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (535) : 2 Weir 340 : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. Thiru- 
malai Rcddi. 

(’99) 21 All 10G (107) : 1898 A W N 229 (FB), Quccn-Emprcss v. Balm Lai. (Out 
of three assessors ono was discovered to be deaf before the trial commenced — Out 
of the remaining two, one was found to be so deaf as to bo incapable of under- 
standing the caso when it was closed by the Public Prosecutor — Held that tho 
trial was void.) 

•(’94) 1894 All W N 207 (207), Quccn-Emprcss v. Badri. (Trial begun with only 
one competent assessor.) 

(’69) Weir 3rd Edn. 927. (Do.) 

(’91) 16 Bom 514 (515), Queen-Empress v. Basliano. (Do.) 

f’Olj 25 Bom 694 (696) : 3Bom L R 274, King-Emperor v. Jayram. (Do.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 473 (473, 474) : 15 I. C. 313 (Mad), Sessions Judge of Tanjorc 
v. Thiyagaraja Thevan. (Do.) 

.(’02) 6 Cal W N 715 (716), King-Emperor v. Messeruddin Shikdar. 

(’91) 13 All 337 (338, 339) : 1891 A W N 93, Queen-Empress v. Md. Mahmud 
Khan. (Continuous attendance of at least one assessor essential.) 
f’10) 11 Cri L Jour 724 (725) : 8 Ind Cas 874 : 13 Oudh Cas 337, Khub Singh v. 
Emperor. (Only one competent assessor.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 287 (287) : 20 Nag L R 129 : 25 Cr. L. J. 459, Jairam Kunbi 
v. Emperor. (Trial begun with less than the number of assessors required by law.) 
See also S. 285 Note 2. 

2. (’01) 25 Bom 694 (696) : 3 Bom L R 274, King-Emperor v. Jayram. (15 Bom 
514 and 21 All 106, followed.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 287 (287):20 Nag L R 129:25 Cr. L. J. 459, Jairam Kunbi v. 
Emperor. 

■(’01) 24 Mad 523 (535) : 2 Weir 340 : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. Thiru- 
malai Beddi. 

•(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 724 (725):13 Oudh Cas 337:8 I. C. 874, KJiub Singh v. Emperor. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 313 (318) : 55 Bom 576 : 32 Cr.L.J. 1147 (SB), Lakshman 
Ohavji v. Emperor. 


Section 268 
Notes 1-2 
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3. Position of the jury and of the assessors. — The jury form 
a tribunal or body with a foreman and their verdict is the verdict of 
the body, or where there is no unanimity, of the majority (S.301). In 
cases tried by jury, the jury is the real tribunal but is aided by the 
Judge and in certain matters directed by the Judge. 1 They are invested 
with a special status and given special powers and the ultimate 
responsibility for all decisions within their sphere is meant to be theirs 
and theirs alone. 2 

The assessors, on the other hand, do not form a body, but each 
acts and expresses his opinion individrcally. They are only to assist 
the Judge and take no part in the judgment. The Judge is the sole 
judge of law and fact and the responsibility for the decision rests only 
with him. 3 Thus an assessor does not form an essential part of the 
Sessions Court. 4 

As a juror stands on a higher footing, speaks with greater 
authority and takes a larger share in the decision of a criminal case 
than does an assessor, it may be taken as axiomatic that in the absence 
of a specific prohibition, an objection that could not be upheld regarding 
a juror would be ruled out in the case of an assessor. 5 

In trials by jury the judge is bound to sum up the whole case to 
the jury and record their verdict (s. 297), while in trials with the aid 
of assessors, the judge may sum up the case and should record their 
opinion (s.309).° 

An appeal in a case tried by jury will lie on a matter of law only 
while, an appeal in a case tried wfith the aid of assessors will lie on a 
matter of fact as well as on a matter of law (S. 418). 

4. Recording evidence in the absence of jurors or assessors. 

— A Court of Session is authorized to record evidence in the absence 
of the jury or assessors only when additional evidence is called for by 
the appellate Court under S.42S, sub-s.(3) or by the High Court under 
s.375, sub-s.(2). Hence, a Court has no jurisdiction to record material 
evidence after the discharge of the assessors. 1 This view has been 

Note 3 

1. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (536, 538) : 2 Weir 340 : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. 
Thirnmalai Bcddi. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (19) : 41 Cri L Jour 2S9 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 
DattairayaSadashiw. Emperor. (PerNiyogi andBose JJ.,iu Order of Reference.) 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (19) : 41 Ori L Jour 289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 
Dattatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. (The Judge is not bound to conform to the 
opinion of the assessors.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 677 (678) : 16 I. C. 325 (Bom), Emperor v. Shankar Balwant. 
(’01) 24 Mad 523 (537, 53S) : 2 Weir 340:11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. Thiru- 
malai Beddi. 

(’71) 15 Suth W 7 R Or 25 (26) : 7 Beng L R 63, Queen-Empress v. Amecruddin. ■ 

4. (>39) AIR 1939 Lah 475 (477):ILR (1939) Lah 243:41 Cr. L. J. 55, Emperor v. 
Pahlu. 

(’01) 24 Mad 523 (538):2 Weir 340, King-Emperor v. Thirnmalai Beddy. (Asses- 
sors do not form members of the Sessions Court.) 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 475 (476, 477) : ILR (1939) Lah 243 : 41 Cri L Jour 55, 
Emperor v. Pahlu. (Per Ram Lall, J., in Order of Reference.) 

6. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 25 (26):7 Beng L R 63, Queen-Empress v. Amceruddin. 

Note 4 

1. (’93) 15 All 136 (136, 137) : 1893 A W N 50, Queen-Empress v. Bam Lall. 
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supported on the ground that the assessors form pari of the Court . 1 2 3 4 5 Section 268 

But this does not seem to he correct in vievr of the fact that the Note 5 
dccisicni in cases tried with the aid of assessors is solely that of the 
Judge and the assessors merely assist the Judge with their opinions. 

See Note 2 above. 

See also section 2S5 Note 5. 


2,6 9 .* (1) The Provincial Government a may, by 
Provincial Govern- order in the Official Gazette, direct 
men t may order trials that the trial of all offences, or of any 

sion to be by jury. particular class or offences, beiore any 
Court of Session,' shall be by jury in any district, and 
may, revoke or alter such order. 


(2) The Provincial Government , a by like order, 
may also declare that, in the case of any district in 
which the trial of any offence is to be by jury, the 
trial of such offences shall, if the Judge, on application 
made to him or of his own motion so directs, be by 
jurors summoned from a special jury list, and may 
revoke or alter such order. 


( 3) When the accused is charged at the same trial 
with several offences of which some are and some are 
not triable by jury, he shall be tried by jury for such 
of those offences as are triable by jury, and by the 
Court of Session, with the aid of the jurors as assessors, 
for such of them as are not triable by jury. 

a, Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 


Section 269 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “Trial of . . . shall be by jury in 

any district.” 

4. Trial for substantive offence 

read with section 149 of the 
Penal Code. 

5. “Or of any particulariclass of 

offences." 


6. Special jury list — Sub-section 

(2). See S. 325. 

7. Charge for offences, some triable 

by jury and others with asses- 
sors — Sub-section (3). 

8. “Same trial.” 

9. Judgment in cases tried under 

sub-section (3). 

10. “With the aid of the jurors 
as assessors.” 


* 1882 : S. 269; 1872 : S. 233; 1861 : S. 322. 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 All 284 (2S5):43 All 125 : 22 Cr.L.J. 127, Jaisukh v. Emperor. 
(’93) 15 All 136 (130, 137) : 1893 AWN 50, Queen-Empress v. Earn Lull. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 42(43):7 Bom L R 979, Emperor v. Ningappa Sayadappa. (Jury 
case — Evidence recorded in absence of jury, accused or his pleader.) 

(’73) 5 N W P H C R 110 (111, 112), Queen v. Clicit Bam. 

[See also (’93) 21 Cal 642 (664), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba Sajao.'] 
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section 269 
Notes 1-2 


4. Legislative changes. — There is no material difference) 
between S.322 of the Code of 1SG1 and S.233 of the Code of 1872. 

Difference between the Codes of 1872 and 1882 — 

A new paragraph was added in S.2G9 of the Code of 1882 to the 
effect that where the accused was charged with several offences some of 
which wore and some were not triable by jury, lie should be tried by 
jury for all sack offences. 1 

Difference between the Codes of 1882 and 1898 — 

(1) Sub-section (2) of the present section is new. 

(2) The words “he shall bo tried jury” in sub-s.(3) have 

been substituted for the words “he shall be tried by jury for all 
such offences” which occurred in the old Code. 

■Changes made in the Code of 189S — 

<i) The words “with the previous sanction of the Governor- General 
in Council” occurring after the words “Local Government may” 
were repealed by the Devolution Act, XXXViii of 1920. 

(2) The words “with the like sanction” occurring between the words 
“may” and “revoke” in sub-s.(l) were repealed by the Repealing 
and Amending Act, X of 1927. 

2. Scope of the section. — This section empowers the Provincial 
'Government to direct by order in the Official Gazette that the trial of 
all offences or of any particular class of offences before any Court of 
Session shall bo by jury. As has been seen in the Notes to S.2G7 there 
is no such inalienable right to be tried by jury as exists under the 
•common law of England. This section, therefore, limiting the right 
of trial by jury to the cases notified by the Provincial Government 
•under this section and impliedly negativing such a right in other 
criminal cases is intra vires of the Indian Legislature and does not 
offend against S.22 of the Indian Council’s Act, 1SG1. 1 

The power of the Provincial Government under this section is 
not limited to merely adding a jury to the Court of Session. The plain 
■wording of the section implies that the offences must he triable before 
the Court of Session and does not derogate from the power otherwise 
given to the Provincial Government to prescribe which offences should 
not come before the Court of Session. Thus, the section cannot be 

Section 269 — Note 1 

1. See (’8G) 9 Mad 42 (43), Queen-Empress v. Lehshmana. 

Note 2 

1. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 453 (456) : 37 Gal 467 : 71. C. 359, Barindra r. Emperor. 


Ollier Topics 

Appeal. Sec Note 8. 

Code interfering with right of trial by 
jury intra vires. See Note 2. 

Conviction for minor offence not charged. 
See Note 3. 

Failure to object at proper stage — Effect 
of. See Note 3. 

Independent nnd not joint opinion of 
assessors. See Note 7 ; Seo also S. 2G8 
Note 3. 


(miscellaneous) 

Notification as to certain persons in 
respect of offences triable by jury valid. 
See Note 5. 

Offences triable by jury. See Note 2. 

Offences triable with assessors. Seo 
Note 3. 

Trial of jury case with assessors and 
vice versa. See Note 3; See also S. 536. 
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interpreted in such a way as to invest the Provincial Government with 
the power to direct that all or any class of offences not punishable 
with death shall bo tried by jury before the Sessions Court, and not 
by Magistrates invested with power under S. SO . 2 

See also the undermentioned case . 3 

3, “Trial of shall be by jury in any district.” — 

Where any district in a division in which the Provincial Government 
has directed that the trial of certain offences shall be by jury, ceases 
to belong to such division, the right of trial by jury for such offences 
also ceases in that district . 1 

The words “trial of in any district” mean that the trial 

shall he by jury in any district when so ordered by a notification and 
not that the trial shall be by jury of offences committed in any 
-district. There is not only no prohibition against the trial being 
otherwise than by jury in a district not affected by a notification 
under this section , 2 but in view of s. 26S, a trial in a Court of Session 
must, in the absence of a notification under this section, be with the 
aid of assessors . 3 But a trial by jury in a case which is triable by the 
judge with the aid of assessors is not invalid merely on that ground. 
Nor is a trial with assessors in a case triable by jury invalid unless 
objection is taken for such trial before the Court records its finding. 
See section 58G. 

When a person is charged with an offence triable by the Judge 
with the aid of assessors and is tried accordingly but the assessors 
•express the opinion that bo is not guilty of the offence charged but 
guilty in respect of a minor offence with which he was not charged, a 
•conviction on the opinion of the assessors for such minor offence is not 
invalid, even though such minor offence is triable by jury . 4 

Conversely, whore an accused is charged with an offence triable 
by a jury and is accordingly tried by a jury, the latter has power under 
S. 238 to find the accused guilty of a minor offence not included in the 


2. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag5B (58):ILR (1938) Nag 248: 39 Cr.L. J. GOO, fa rc Prilhivinath. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 335 (336, 337) : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 511 : 40 Cr. L. J. 067, 
Nural Amin v. Emperor. (Notifications o£ Bengal Government under — Anomaly 
resulting from present Notifications pointed out.) 

Note 3 

1. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Khoodecram. 

[See also (’67) 8 Suth WE Cr 53 (53), Queen v. Bhagidhonc Eatchari, (8 Suth 
W R Cr 39, followed— Trial with aid of assessors ordered.)) 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 Sind 42 (43) : 18 Cr. L. J. 51 (51) : 10 Sind L R 154, Emperor 
v. Jumo. (Hence High Court can transfer sessions case from jury district to non- 
jury district under S. 526, Cr. P. C.) 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 527 (528) : 38 Cr. L. J. 212 : I LB (1937) 1 Cal 306, Jognc- 
swar Ghose v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 193 (194) : 22 Oudh Cas 130 : 20 Cr.L. J. 691, Sripctl Singh 
v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 395, Penal Code, notified as triable by jury — Ojfence 
under S. 396 cannot be tried by jury though it includes offence under S. 395.) 

See also S. 268 Note 1. 

4. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 59 (59, 60, 61) : 45 Bom 619 : 22 Cr. L. J. 51, Changouda 
v. Emperor. (Conviction in such cases is permissible by virtue of S. 238, Cr. P. C.) 


Section 269 
Notes 2-3 
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charge though such offence is not triable by a jury but is triable with 
tho aid of assessors . 5 

Where an offence which is not triable by a jury is tried by a jury 
as a matter of fact, the trial does not become other than one by a jury 
for purposes of appeal and an appeal is competent under S. 418, only 
on a matter of law . 0 In such a case, it is not also open to tho Judge to 
treat the verdict of tho jury as the opinion of the assessors . 01-1 

The powers of transfer conferred on the High Court under S. 52G 
arc nob in any way limited or controlled by this section. Hence, the 
trial of an offence which would in the ordinary course be by jury in a 
particular district, may bo transferred to another district where it 
would be held with tho aid of assessors only . 7 

$. Trial for substantive offence read with section 159 of 
the Penal Code. — Where the offence under S. 325 of the Penal Code 
was triable by jury, but all offences of rioting were excluded from 
jury trial and a person was charged under Ss, 325 and 149 by reason of 
his being a member of an unlawful assembly, it was held by the High 
Court of Allahabad that the essential part of the offence was rioting 
and not tho offence under S. 325 and that, therefore, the offence 
charged should bo tried by the Judge with the aid of assessors . 1 On 
the other hand, the High Court of Patna has held that, in all cases in 
which an accused is charged with an offence triable by jury read with 
S. 149 of the Penal Code, the Court must always first determine 
whether tho particular offence lias been committed by an individual 
and next whether S. 149 makes the accused responsible ns a participator, 
and that, therefore, if the particular offence is triable by jury, such 
offence read with S. 119 must also bo triable by jury . 2 It is submitted 
that the latter view is correct. 

5. “Or of any particular class of offences,” — The words “class 
of offences” are not restricted to any classification recognized by the 
Legislature such as is found in the Penal Code (c. g., offences against the 
State or against the person), or in the Criminal Procedure Code [c.g., 
bailable offences, cognizablo offences). It may include a classification 
according to the persons who commit the offences, or in regard to the 

5. ('2G) AIR 192G Bom 13-1 (135) : 27 Cri L Jour G50, Emperor v. Gulab Chand. 
See also S. 238 Note 1. 

6. (’31) 1931 Mad AY N 129 (129, 130), A Tamlcala Bamanna v. Emperor. 

(’03) 2G Mad 243 m. (247m, 248n) : G ML J 14 , Mulhusami Pillai v. Queen-Empress. 
(Per Bhashyam Iyengar, J. — Benson, J., contra — In such a case decision must 
be deemed to bo by Judge ■with the aid of assessors and appeal lies on facts also.) 
See also S. 418 Nolo 2. 

6a. (’79) 4 Cal L R 405 (409, 410), In re Bhootnath Deij. (For, opinion of asses- 
sors must contain the grounds on which the opinion is based.) 

(’9S) 25 Cal 555 (557), Surja Kurmi v. Quccn-Emprcss. (The only course open to 
Judge in such a case is to pass a judgment in accordance with the verdict of jury 
or to refer the case to High Court if ho disagrees with the verdict.) 

See also S. 30G Note 3, S. 307 Note 15 and S. 309 Note 13, 

7. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 145(180): 28 SLR 397 : 3G Cr.L.J.1161, Emperor v. Bari. 
See also S. 52G Note 2. 

Note 4 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 All 128 (129) : 34 Cr.L.J. 441 : 55 All 68, Dalchani v. Emperor.* 

2. (’20) AIR 192G Pat 253(254) : 5 Pat 238 : 27 Cr.L.-J. 512, Bamsimdar v. Emperor. 
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particular occasion in connection with which they were committed. 
Therefore, a notification withdrawing an order for trial b 3 T jury 
previously notified in respect of certain offenders whose case is 
pending before a Court is not incompetent. 1 

6. Special jury list — Sub-section (2). — See Section 325. 

7. Charge for offences, some triable by jury and others 
with assessors — Sub-section (3). — There was no provision corres- 
ponding to this sub-section in the Codes of 1861 and 1872, but as a 
matter of practice, a procedure similar to that contemplated by this 
sub -section was followed, where at the samo trial an accused was 
charged with offences some of which were triable by jury and others 
by the Judge with the aid of assessors. 1 In the Code of 1SS2 it was, 
however, enacted that, in such cases the accused should be tried for 
all the offences only by jury. The present sub-s.(3) directs that 
the jury should themselves act as assessors in respect of the offences 
triable with the aid of assessors 2 and has thus given effect to the view 
that had been held before the Code of 18S2. But the system has often 
been found fault with as leading to unsatisfactory and anomalous 
results. 3 

A joint trial for different offences, some of which are and others 
-are not triable by jury, is not illegal.' 1 In fact, the procedure, at the 
trial, for both classes of offences (i. e., those triable by jury and those 
with assessors) is the same, up to the point of summing up. 5 Where 
the charge to the jury is combined with the summing up to the jurors 
as assessors, the Judge should clearly explain to the jurors tho double 
capacity of jurors and assessors in which they are acting. 5 The Judge 
'should take the verdict of the jury in respect of the offences triable by 
jury and the opinion of the jurors as assessors in respect of the other 
offences charged. He should not take the verdict of the jury as jurors 


Note 5 

2. (1900) 23 Mad 032 (635) : 2 Weir 331, Quccn-Emprcss\ .GanapatiV annianar. 
(The fact of offences having been committed by old offenders or members of 
. criminal tribes, or having been committed against women or against public pro- 
perty, would afford reasonable ground for classification.) 

Note 7 

1. (1865) 5 Suth W R Cr Letters 7 (7), In re Smith. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 275 (276) : 29 Cri L Jour 351, Arumnga Konev. Emperor . 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (664) : 39 Cri L Jour 156, Emperor v. II aria Dhobi. 
-(’36) 40 Cal W N 1374 (1376), Gheru Sheikh v. Emperor. (Charge of same person 

for different charges on same facts — Same set of persons acting as jury in res- 
■ pect of some and as assessors in respect of others — Verdict of not guilty in all — 
Acquittal by Judge in former and conviction in latter in disregard of opinion of 
assessors — The combined system or practice of trial of having the same set of 
men acting as a jury at one moment in respect of certain charges and assessors at 
- another moment in respect of ‘certain other charges, though legal under the 
. Criminal Procedure Code is a most undesirable one.) 

• ( See (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 50 (51) : 38 Cri L Jour 330, Sakhawat v. Emperor. 

• (The cumbrous device of a mixed trial with the help of jurors and assessors is 
‘ apt to lead to unsatisfactory and illogical results.)] 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1036 (1037) : 16 Cri L Jour 717 (718), In re Sennimalai 
Goundan. (As a matter of fact such a trial is justified by S. 269 (3), Cr. P. C.) 

.5. (’09) 10 Cr.L.J.-30(31) : 33 Bom 423 : 21. C. 480, Mav Singh Becharv. Emperor. 
■6. (’02) 2 Weir 334 (334), In re Sivaga. 


Section 269 
Notes 5-7 
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Section 269 in respect of the latter offences . 7 8 9 In Mavsing Bechar v. Emperor 

Note 7 Chandavarkar, J., observed as follows : 

“ The law makes no distinction as to the procedure at the trial between a trial 
by a jury and one with the aid of assessors except as to the summing up in the 
case of the former and the manner in which the verdict in the former and the 
opinions of the assessors in the latter are respectively taken. It is at this latter 
point that there is a departure of ways, and if the accused who iB tried does not 
intervene at that crucial point, and get the procedure applicable to trials with the 
aid of assessors enforced, he cannot bo heard to complain.” 

Where a verdict is given by the jury in respect of the offonces 
triable by jury and an opinion is given by them as assessors in respect 
of the other offences, the Judge should in respect of the verdict follow 
the procedure laid down in Ss. 30G and 307, and in respect of the 
opinions, the procedure laid down in S. 309.° Where the jury gave a 
verdict of not guilty in respect of the offences triable by jury and 
expressed a similar opinion as assessors in respect of the other offences 
charged, whereupon the Judge disagreeing with the opinion of the 
assessors convicted the accused in respect of the latter charges, and in 
the interests of justice made also a reference under s. 307 in respect of 
the verdict, it was held that the procedure followed by the Judge was 
correct and that he was not bound to wait beforo convicting on tho 
latter charges, till the reference to the High Court was answered . 10 
Where the conviction for tho offences triable by jury is set aside owing 
to certain defect in the verdict, it does not follow as a necessary conse- 
quence that the conviction for the other offences for which the accused 

7. (’OS) 7 Cri L Jour 23G (238) : 9 Bom L R 1057, Emperor v. Vyarikat Singh. 

8. (’09) 10 Cri L .Tour 30 (31) : 33 Bom 423 : 2 Ind Cas 480. 

[See also (’2G) AIR 1926 Bom 134 (135) : 27 Cri L Jour G50, Emperor v. Gulab- 
chand Dosji .)) 

See also S. 53G Note 1. 

9. (’3G) AIR 193G Cal 527 (528): 38 Cri L Jour 212: I L R (1937) 1 Cal 30G, 
Jogncsicar Ghosc v. Emperor. (Judge, while accepting verdict of jury can at the 
same time disregard their opinions us assessors and take a contrary viow if proper 
reasons are given.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 61 (G2) : 33 Cri L Jour 172, Emperor v. Ghanbasappa. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 1G5 (166): 37 Cri L Jour 2G, Mhaslcu Main v. Emperor. 
(Judge may accept verdict of jury and at the same time disregard their opinions 
ns assessors.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All G1 (G7): 35 Cri L Jour 1349, Bam Das v. Emperor. (So far as 
the case relating to the charge triable by Judge with the aid of assessors is con- 
cerned he is the sole judge of facts and tho opinion of the jury does not count.) 
(’98) 8 Bom L R 599 (GOO), Emperor v. Kalidas Bhudar. (Reference to High 
Court with regard to offence not triable by jury is illegal.) 

[Sec also (’90) 13 Mad 42G (428): 1 Weir 290, Quccn-Emprcss v. Sami. (In an 
appeal against the decision of the Judge with regard to the offence tried with 
the aid of assessors, tho High Court dismissed from their minds tho verdict of 
the jury with reference to the offence tried by the jury.)] 

[See However (’36) 40 C W N 1374 (1376), Gheru Sheikh v. Emperor. (Where tho 
jury acquits the accused of one set of charges and the verdict is accepted, and 
acting as assessors they hold in favour of the accused in respect of the other 
charges, the Judge acts in an unfair manner in rejecting the opinions of the 
assessors and convicting the accused on the second set of charges, where having 
regard to the nature of tho charges, the Judge thereby practically sets aside the 
verdict of the jury on tho first set of charges.)J 

10. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 61 (62): 33 Cri L Jour 172, Emperor v. Ghanbasappa. 
See also S. 307 Note 15. 
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has been trier! vita the aid of jurors as assessors must also he set aside. 11 

Where an accused is charged with a number of offences some of 
which are triable by a jury and some by the Judge with the aid of 
assessors, but the Judge fails to follow the procedure laid down in 
sub-s.(3) and all the offences are tried by the jury, the irregularity in 
the procedure does not make tho trial illegal or other than a trial by 
jury, 13 Conversely, where an accused is charged with a number of 
offences which are all triable by jury but the Judge thinking that 
some of the offences are triable with tho aid of assessors, follows the 
procedure laid down in this sub-section and no objection is taken to 
such a procedure, the legality of tho trial is saved by s. 53G (2). 13 

The sub-section only applies to cases where a person is charged 
with offences triable by a jury as well as those triable with the aid of 
assessors. It does not apply to a case where the accused is only charged 
with a'n offence triable by a jury but subsequently it is found on the 
evidence that ho has committed a different offence which is triable 
with the aid of assessors. 1 ' 1 Nor does it apply to a case where none of the 
accused persons is charged with more than one offence. Thus, where 
one of the accused is charged with murder, an offence triable by jury, 
and the other is charged with conspiracy to murder, an offence triable 
with the aid of assessors, the section does not apply and a joint trial 
of the two accused is bad. 15 

The provisions of this sub-section may be followed where the 
accused is charged with an offence triable by a jury and in the 
alternative with an offence triable with tho aid of assessors. 10 

But the sub-section does not apply merely because an offence 
triable by a jury is included in an offence triable with the aid of 
assessors or vice versa, where only one of the offences is actually 
charged. 17 

8. “Same trial." — Where, in the same trial a person is tried 
by a jury and there is also another charge tried by the Judge with the 
jurors as assessors, there is a right of appeal from thB conviction on 
the latter charge under S.410 of the Code. The words “same trial” in 

11. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 164 (165, 166): 37 Cr. L. J. 182: 11 Luck 687, Satdeo v. 
Emperor. 

12. (’99) 23 Bom 696 (697): 1 Bom L R114 ,Queen-Emprcssv. Jayram Haribhai- 
(Case can be submitted to High Court under S. 307.) 

(’01) 25 Bom 680 (688,689): 3 Bom L R 278 (FB), King-Emperor v. Parblnishan- 
har. (Offence triable with aid of assessors tried by jury — No appeal lies on a 
matter of fact — S. 418, Cr. P. C.) 

13. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 50 (51): 38 Gri L Jour 330, Sahhawat v. Emperor. 

14. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 134 (135):27 Cr. L. J. 650, Emperor v. Gulab Chand Dosoji . 

15. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 364 (365): 39 Cri L Jour 625, Earn Gobinda v. Emperor, 

16 . See (’98) 22 Mad 15 (18): 2 Weir 705, Queen-Empress v. Anga Valayan. 

17 . (’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 193 (194): 22 Oudh Cas 130: 20 Cri L Jour 691, Sripal 
Singh v. Emperor. (In this case offence under S. 396, Penal Code, was tried by 
jury though triable with aid of assessors, on the ground that S. 396, Penal Code, 
included offence under S. 395, Penal Code, which was triable by jury.) 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (664): 39 Cri L Jour 166, Emperor v. Earia 
Dhobi. (Offence under Ss. 392 and 325, Penal Code — Entire offence triable 

' by jury-)) 


Section 269v 
Notes 7-8 
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Notes 8-10 


Section 270 


sub-s.(3) must be read in a distributive sense and cannot be read as 
taking away tbe right of appeal. 1 

V 

9. Judgment in cases tried under sub-section (3). — Whore 
the procedure laid down in sub-s.(3) of the section was followed and 
the Judgo stated both cases for the benefit of the jury and his summing 
up covered both tho charges, it was hold that the failure to write 
a separate judgment in respect of tho charges triable with the aid of 
assessors did not vitiate tho trial. 1 

10. “With the aid of the jurors as assessors.” — A person 
charged with distinct offences some of which are triable by jury and 
others by the Judge with assessors, is entitled under sub-s.(s) to be 
tried for the latter offences, by tho Judge with all tbe jurors as assessors. 
A trial with some of the jurors alone as assessors would bo illegal. 1 


Trial before Court 270.* In every trial before a 

conducted by Public Court of Session the prosecution shall 
Prosecutor. be conducted by a Public Prosecutor. 

1. Legislative changes (omitted) 

2. Scope of the section. — Tho Public Prosecutor appointed 
under S. 492 represents tbe Crown in all trials before the Court of 
Session 1 and it is only such Public Prosecutor that is entitled to 
conduct prosecutions in a Court of Session. A counsel, instructed by 
a private person cannot do so without being specially empowered by 
the Magistrate of the District. 2 In fact a private prosecutor has no 
position at all in litigation. 8 But a private complainant may under 
the provisions of S. 493 instruct a counsel to appear in the case who can 
watch the case and act under tho directions of the Public Prosecutor. 

3. “ Shall be conducted. ” — Notwithstanding tho use of the 
word “shall” in tho section, it has been held that the section is only 

* 1882 : S. 270; 1872 : S. 235; 18G1 : S. 360. 


Note 8 

1. (’13) AIR ldlS Mad S21(S23,824):18Cv.L.J.3iG, Ear uppaGo7inda7t v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Otulk 57 (57, 58) : 4 Luck 721 : 31 CriL Jour 599, Bislieshicar 
v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 275 (275) : 29 Ori L Jour 351, Arumuga Konc v. Emperor. 

Note 10 

1. (’03) 26 Mad 59S (599) : 2 Weir 333, Bamhrishna Bcddi v. Emperor. (Failure 
to take the opinion o£ all is not an “omission” or irregularity within the meaning 
of S. 537 which can be cured.) 

(’ll) 12 Or. L. J. 239 (240) : 10 I. C. 281 (Mad), Panjciri Pahcerappa v. Emperor. 

{’27) AIR 1927 Pat 13 (1G): GPat 208:27 Cr.L. J.1100, Abdul Hamidv. Emperor. 

Section 270 — Note 2 

1. (’93) 16 All 84 (8G) : 1894 All W N 7 (FB), Quccn-Emprcss v. Durga. 

2. (’76) Oudh Sel Cas No. 31, p. 30, Crown v. Ghaitan Lai. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 283 (284) : 2 Pat 708 : 25 Or. L. J. 446, Gulli Bhagat v. 
Narain Singh. (Crown is the prosecutor and the custodian of the public peace 
and if it decides to let an offender go, no other aggrieved party can be heard to 
object on the ground that he has not taken his full toll of private vengeance.) 
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directory and not mandatory, and the absence of a Public Prosecutor Section 270 
at the beginning of tbe trial by reason of the omission of the Govern- Note 3 . 
ment or. of tbe District Magistrate to appoint a Public Prosecutor is 
only an irregularity curable by S. 537 of tbe Code . 1 


B. — Commencement of Proceedings. 


271 .* (1) When the Court is ready to com- 
Commencement highcg the trial j the accused shall 
of tr!al - appear or he brought before it, and 

the charge shall be read out in Court and explained 
to him, and he shall be asked whether he is guilty of 
the offence charged, or claims to be tried. 

(2) If the accused pleads guilty, the plea shall 
piea of guilty, be recorded, and he may be convicted 
thereon. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “Commencement of proceed- 

ings.” 

3. “The accused shall appear or 

be brought.” 

4. “ And the charge shall be read 

out in Court and explained to 
him.” 

5. “ He shall be asked whether he 

is guilty.” 

6. Alternative charges. 

7. “ If the accused pleads guilty.” 


8. Partial plea of guilty. 

9. “ Claims to be tried.” 

10. Plea must be by the accused 

himself. 

11. Record of the plea. 

12. Plea of guilty — When may be 

accepted. 

13. “ Thereon ” in sub-section (2). 

14. Procedure where plea of guilty 

is not accepted. 

15. Plea of guilty by a co-accused. 

16. Appeal. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


•Conviction — Discretionary. See Note 12. 
Conviction on the plea. See Note 13. 
Effect of not reading tho charge. See 
Note 4. 

Plea by the pleader. See Note 10. 

Plea of “not guilty.” See Note 9. 

Plea of not guilty — Conviction on a con- 
fession before Magistrate. See Note 13. 


Plea to bo considered as a whole. Seo 
Note 7. 

Pleas — Held to be sufficient or other- 
wise. See Note 7. 

Postponement of convictions. See 
Note 15. 

Record should show the explaining of 
the charge. See Note 4. 


1. Scope of the section. — This section and the next contain 
all that is necessary as to pleading and there is no need to supplement 
their contents by a reference to any other system of jurisprudence. 
Under this section the accused can plead guilty or claim to be tried or 
he can refuse to plead which is taken to be the same as claiming to 
be tried . 1 


Section 271 


*1882 : S. 271; 1872 : S. 237; 1861 ; S. 362. 

Note 3 

1. {’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 35 Cr, p. 77 (78, 79), Ismail v. Empress. 

Section 271 — Note 1 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 901 (904) : 41 Cal 1072 : 15 Cr. L. J. 460, Emperor v. Nirmal 
Kanta Boy. See also Note 9 and S. 272 Note 2. 


2Cr.l00. 
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Section 271 
Notes 2-5 


2. “Commencement of proceedings.” — As to when the trial 
before' a High Court or Court of Session begins, see s. 4 (l) (k), Note 4 
and the undermentioned case. 1 

3. “The accused shall appear or be brought.” — As a. 

general rule a person should be relieved of his chains when brought 
before a Court for trial or as a witness. There can be no question that 
the display of fetters must have a prejudicial effect against him in the 
eyes of jurors or assessors. The exception to this rule should be when 
the superintendent or the keeper of the jail certifies that the use of 
the chain is necessary to guard against violence or an attempt to 
escape. But the Judge cannot refuse to try an accused brought in 
fetters though he can direct the removal of the same. 1 

5. “And the charge shall be read out in Court and explained 
to him.” — The actual charge sheet is an important document, and 
should be drawn up with care and caution so that the accused may 
have no doubt -whatever as to the offences which he is called upon to 
answer. When a record is prepared for an appeal, it should be seen 
whether there is on the record a charge which has been read and 
explained to the accused and if- it is absent the reason therefor should 
be ascertained. 1 A mere reading out of the charge is not enough; it. 
should be explained to the accused 2 and the record should show that 
the charge has been read out and explained to the accused. 3 Where a. 
deaf and dumb person was convicted of an offence upon a trial without, 
an attempt to communicate with him respecting the charge against. 


Note 2 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 9 (11) : 39 Gr.L. J. 294, : 32 S L R 129, Minho Mohanox. 
Emperor. (Sind Frontier Regulation, HI of 1892 — Offence punishable with death 
or transportation for life— Trial only commences when case is proceeded with in. 
Sessions Court.) 

Note 3 

1. (’69) 4 Mad H G R App Isis (Isis). See also S. 81 Note 4. 

Note 4 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 All 72 (72, 73) : 21 Cr. L. J. 410, Jagdeo Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’S8) 18S8 Rat 386 (386), Empress v. Sarwel. 

[See also (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 241 (243) : 36 Cri L Jour 477, Munnoo Lai v.. 
Emperor.'] 

2. (’01) 3 Bom L R 4S9 (496), King-Emperor v. Trimbaka Ecwji. 

(’86) 9 Mad 61 (63) : 2 Weir 337, Aiyavu v. Queen-Empress. 

(’80) 5 Cal 826 (S27), Empress x. Vaimbilce. (‘Murder’ has a special meaning. 

under the Penal Code and it must be esplained to the accused charged with it.)- 
(’86) 1886 Rat 229 (236), Queen-Empress v. Nepal. 

(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 346 (351, 352) : 30 Bom 611 : 8 Bom LR 740, Empcrorx. Kothia. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 362 (366, 367) : 18 Cr. L. J. 742 : 20 Oudh Gas 136, Kcsho- 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 2S5 (286) : 25 Cr. L. J. 592, Jodha ■ Singh r. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 746 (748) : 6 Bom L R 578, In re Sitaram Shivrambhat. 

(’19) AIR 1919 17 B23 (23) : 3 17. B. R. 137: 20 Cr. L. J. 540, NgaEan x. Emperor,. 
(’84) 2 Weir 336 (336), In re Gurrapu Marigadu. 

(’86) 2 Weir 339 (339), In re Singa. 

See also S. 255 Note 3. 

3. (’SI) 7 Cal 96 (97) : S C L E 471, Empress x. Gopal Dhanuk. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 328 (328), Nga Ngc x. Queen-Empress . 

See also S. 255 Note 11. 
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him, the conviction was set aside. 4 5 6 Bnt where the accused is defended 
by a counsel and the charge is read out and the counsel does not 
object, the omission to explain is only an irregularity if it has not 
caused any .prejudice to the accused, and is cured by s. 537. B 

Before reading out the charge, the Judge should scrutinize the 
charge as to whether it requires any amendment before the accused is 
called on to plead thereto. 0 

5. “He shall be asked whether he is guilty.” — The Court 
is bound to ask the accused whether he is guilty of the offence charged 
or claims to be tried. A conviction cannot be supported where the 
accused has not been asked whether he is guilty or claims to he tried. 1 

An accused person should not, however, be encouraged to plead 
guilty in the hope of receiving a lenient punishment. 2 

If, before the commencement of the proceedings, the Judge 
considers that there is no evidence to warrant a commitment, he should 
refer the ease to the High Court for getting the commitment quashed 
under S. 215. 3 

An objection as to jurisdiction of the Court to try the case should 
be taken before the idea is taken and the jury sworn. 4 

6. Alternative charges. — An accused should never be called 
on to plead in the alternative but only separately as to each of the 
heads of a charge. 1 

7. “If the accused pleads guilty.” — In order to see whether 
the accused has pleaded guilty or not, the whole and not merely a 
part of his statement should be considered. 1 There are no pleadings in 
a Criminal Court and an accused person cannot be judged in a criminal 


4. (’70) G Mad H C R App vii (vii). 

See also S. 341 Note 2. 

5. (’84) 8 Bom 200 (212), Queen-Empress v. Appa Subhana. 

(’86) 1886 Bat 229 (236), Queeti-Empress v. Nepal. 

6. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 821 (822) : 18 Cr. L. J. 346, Earuppa Goundanv. Emperor, 

Note 5 

1. (’05) 9 Cal \Y N lxxvi (Ixxvi), Sliib Chandra v. Nanda Rani. 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 IJpp Bur 1 (1) : 17 Cri L Jour 402 : 2 Upp Bur Rul 113, Nga 
Kyaw Zan Hla v. Emperor. 

3. (’01) 5 Cal W N 411 (413), Jogcshwar v. King-Emperor. 

4. (’71) 15 Suth WE Cr 71?i (71«): 1 Beng L R O Cr 15, Queen v. Ndbadwip Chandra. 
(’68) 1 Beng L R O Cr 1 (7), Queen v. Thompson. 

(1862-63) 1 Mad H C R 31 (38) : 1 Weir 471, Queen v. Willans. 

Note 6 

1. (’87) 1887 Rat 327 (327), Queen-Empress v. Lakshman. 

Note 7 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 All 353 (354) : 40 All 119: 19 Cr.L.J. 174 ,Ashbey Clarke Haris 
v. Emperor. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 70 (70), Queen v. Chakoo Khan. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Greedliary Manjee. 

(’94) 21 Cal 955 (976), Wafadar Khan v. Queen-Empress. 

(’85) 11 Cal 410 (412), Netai Luskar v. Queen-Empress. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 23 (24), Queen v. Sonaoollah. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 38 (38), Queen v. Sheikh Boodhoo. 

(’85) 9 Mad 61 (63) : 2 Weir 337, Aiyavu v. Queen-Empress. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 142 (142) : 9 IndCas 790 (Mad), Kamakka v. Emperor. 

(’32) 33 Cr.L.J . 570(571): 138 Ind Cas 217(218) (Lah), Fagir Mohammad v. Emperor. 


Section 271 
Notes 5-7 
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Section 274 
Note 7 


ease, by how lie pleacls or fails to plead in tbe proceeding. 1 "' 

A plea of guilty on which tbe Court can act must be a plea of 
guilty of the offence charged without any qualification. The Judge 
should see whether or not the man understood what the charge was 
in order to ascertain what he meant by his plea of guilty . 2 Thus, 
where the accused instead of pleading guilty in the words of the 
section makes a rambling statement more or less admitting guilt, it 
would be much safer if the Judge records a plea of not guilty and 
proceeds to try the ease in the ordinary way . 2 A plea of guilty can 
only be made in response to a charge made by the Court, an informal 
admission as to the guilt does not amount to a formal plea of guilty 
and such an admission has not the same binding effect as a idea of 
guilty. 2 " The plea of guilty must distinctly admit each and every fact 
necessary to constitute the offence. Thus, where the accused merely 
admits that he beat his wife and that she died but does not admit 
that he had any intention of causing such bodily injury as was likely 
to cause death, it is not a sufficient plea of guilty to the charge of 
murder . 4 Similarly, where an accused, while admitting that he killed 
the deceased, states that he was not in his right mind at the time , 3 or 
that he did it under grave and sudden provocation , 2 or that he was put 
to instant fear of death by the co-accused , 7 or that he did it while * 
under epileptic fits , 8 or in a struggle arising from the fact of the 
deceased having first attacked him , 9 he cannot he said to have pleaded 
guilty to the charge of murder. Likewise, where an accused, while 
admitting having presented a false petition, states that he did so under 
the influence of certain persons mentioned , 10 or unthinkingly without 
the intention to injure , 11 he cannot be said to have pleaded guilty to the 


la. (’24) AIR 1924 All 299 (300) : 46 All 64 : 25 Cr.L..J. 327, Umcd Singh v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr.L. J. 585 (587): SGMad 457 : 12 I. C. 961, G.G. Jcrcmiahv.F.S.Yas. 

2. (’9S) 1S9S All W N 10 (16), Queen-Empress v. Dhiyan Singh. 

3. (’03) 7 Ori L Jour 295 (296) : 5 All L Jour 157, Emperor v. Dcdlti. 

3a. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 292 (293) : 37 Cr. L. J. SIS, Superintendent and Bcmcin- 
branccr of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Jiban Kumar De. (An admission of guilt 
in proceedings under S.llO.Cr. P.C.,or in proceedings of a more informal nature 
does not amount to a plea of guilty.) 

4. (’84) 2 Weir 336 (330, 337), In rc Gurapu ■ Alarigadu. 

('061 3 Cri L Jour 337 (338) : S Bom L R 240, Emperor v. Chinia Bhiha Koli. 
(’76) 25 Sntli TV R Cr 23 (23), Queen v. Sonaoollah. 

(*70) 2 N TV P H C R 479 (480), Queen v. Eursoohh. (The accused was charged of 
murdering his brother.) 

(’90) 14 Bom 564 (566), Queen-Empress v. Sakharam Bamji. 

[Sec also (’88) 1 C P L R Cr 25 (26), Empress v. lilt. Aahiha. (Case of public 
nuisance — No proof of common injury — Acts admitted by the accused did not 
constitute any offence.)] 

5. (’73) 5NWPHCE 110 (111), Queen v. Chit Ban:. 

6. (’85) 11 Cal 410 (412), Beta i Lushar v. Queen-Empress. 

('91) 1891 Rat 532 (532, 533), Queen v. Lahshman. 

(1864) 1 Snth TV R Cr 17 (IS), Queen v. Gour Chundcr. 

(’67) 8 Suth WE Cr 38 (38, 39), Queen r. Sheikh Booahoo. 

(’99-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 76 (76), Nga Since Kyi v. Queen-Empress. 

7. (’SG) 9 Mad 61 (63) : 2 TVeir 337, Aiyavu v. Queen-Empress. 

S. (’94) 1894 Rat 698 (698), Queen-Empress v. it Ihaiarya. 

9. (’SO) 5 Cal 826 (S2S), Empress v. Yaimbilcc. 

[See (’69) 11 Suth V." R Cr G (G), Quccnv.Jaipal Eoircc. (Charge of grievous hurt,)] 

10. (’SG) 1SS6 All W N 66 (66), Empress v. Sundar . 

11. (’81) 7 Cal 96 (97) : S Cal L Eep 471, Empress v. Gopal Dhanulc. 
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charge of intentionally giving a false complaint. Where the prisoner 
states that he is guilty hut adds that he did not commit the offence 
with which he is charged, it does not amount to a plea of guilty. 12 
A prisoner accused of dacoity admitted having accompanied the dacoits 
for a short distance but stated that he turned back immediately and 
had nothing to do with the dacoity, it was held that it,did not amount 
to a plea of guilty to the charge of dacoity. 13 

Where a native Indian subject charged with the murder of another 
native Indian subject in a foreign territory admitted the causing of 
death but stated that he was not punishable for the act as the act was 
committed outside British India, it was held that the plea was really 
one of not guilty. 14 After the accused has claimed to be tried, any 
confessional statement made by him at the end of the trial is not a 
plea of guilty on which the Judge can convict him without taking the 
verdict of the jury. 15 The use of expressions like “Your honour will 
please pardon the fault; in future, no such thing will happen" is not 
itself an incriminating statement. 10 

A plea of guilty is not a confession such as is dealt with in the 
Evidence Act. The plea is a statement which if accepted by the Court, 
amounts to a waiver on the part of the accused, of trial, in which 
alone a confession might be utilised in evidence. 17 
See also Note 5 to s. 255. 

8. Partial plea of guilty. — Where in a charge of intentionally 
giving false evidence in two alternate statements, the accused pleads 
guilty as to one, it does not by any means follow that a verdict of not 
guilty is to be recorded in the alternative matter of the charge. That 
ought to bo tried in the ordinary way. 1 Where the prisoner pleads not 
guilty to the graver offence charged but guilty to the minor offence 
charged, the Court should proceed to try him for the graver offence. 
It is not competent to the Public Prosecutor to withdraw the charge 
after the accused had been arraigned and pleaded not guilty. The 
prisoner is entitled to a trial and a clear verdict of the jury. 2 

9. “Claims to Ibe tried.” — A plea of “not guilty ” is not 
recognised by the Code. The accused can plead guilty under this section; 
he can claim to be tried or he can refuse to plead which amounts to 
the same thing as claiming to be tried. A plea of not guilty amounts 

12. (’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 53 (53), Queen v. Mittun Chotodhry. 

13. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Greedhary Manjee. 

14. (’83) 1883 Pun Re No. 22 Or, p. 49 (50), Fakir v. Empress. 

See also S. 272 Note 2. 

15. (’66) 2 Weir 334 (335). 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 609 (610) : 7 Bom L R 731, Emperor v. Bai Nani. (Opinion of 
assessors was not taken.) 

16. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 62 (63) : 13 I, C. 398 (Cal), Jang Bahadur Lai v. Emperor. 

17. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 330 (334) : 35 Cr.L.J. 1322, Shyaina Gliaran v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’66) 8 Suth W R Cr Letters 6 (6), In re Thalco Chokrec. 

(’72) 8 Bong L R App 25 (26), Queen v. Eossain Ali. 

2. (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr Letters 4 (4), In re Bissonatfc 
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Section. 271 to a claim to be tried . 1 Where an accused claims to be tried or makes 

Note 9 a plea which amounts to such a plea, the Court should regularly try the 

accused and cannot convict him on a confession before the committing 
Magistrate . 2 In such cases there should be a formal trial by the jury 
or with the aid of assessors . 3 If the accused, claiming to be tried, pleads 
that his act comes under any of the general exceptions in the Penal 
Code, he must plead them specifically. In the absence of such a plea, 
the absence of such circumstances will be presumed under S.105 of the 
Evidence Act . 4 But this does not mean that the accused must lead 
the evidence. If it is apparent from the evidence on the record, whether 
produced by prosecution or by the defence, that the general exception 
would apply, then the presumption is removed and it is open to the 
Court to consider whether the evidence proves satisfactorily that the 
accused comes within the exception . 5 Thus, where a right of private 
defence is not pleaded, the Court on finding on the evidence before it 
that the accused acted in his right of private defence, is bound to take 


Note 9 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Gal 901 (904) : 41 Cal 1072 : 15 Cr. L. J. 4G0, Emperor v. Nirmal. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (343) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cr. L. J. 007, Md. Yusuf v. Emperor. 
See also Note 1 and S. 272 Note 2. 

2. (’70) 2NWPHCB479 (480), Queen v. Hursookh. 

(’86) 188G All W N 22 (23), Empress v. Tika Bam. ’ 

3. (’73) 5 N W 3? H C R 110 (112), Queen v. Cheit Bam. 

(’90) 14 Bom 564 (5G6), Queen-Empress v. Sakharam. 

(’88) 1888 Eat 410 (410, 411), Queen-Empress v. Malhari. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 772 (773) : 6 Bom L R 671, Emperor v. Malnnad Ismail. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour G09 (610) : 7 Bom L R 731, Emperor v. Bai Nani. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 424 (425) : 9 Bom L R 1346, Emperor v. SomabhaiNatlidbhai. 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (778) : 30 Ind Cas 113 (117) : 16 Cri L Jour 561 (FB), 

Emperor v. TJpcndranatli Das. (Plea of grave and sudden provocation.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 633 (G36): 1G Cr. L. J. 724, Emperor v. Dwijcndra Chandra. 
(Plea of accident taken by the accused.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 1 (20) : 3 Lah 144 : 23 Cr. L. J. 513 ,NarainDasv. Emperor. 
(Right of private defence of property set up.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 427 (427, 428) : 1904 A W N 113, Emperor v. Gullit. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 374 (375, 377) : 32 All 451 : 6 I. C. 589, Emperor v. Wajid. 
(Case of subordinate officers acting under orders of their superior officers.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 905 (911) : 17 Lid Cas 1001 (1007) (Cal), Jhakri Chamar v. 

Emperor. (Case of right of private defence.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 39 (40) : 21 Cri L Jour 317, Mantajali v. Emperor. (Case of 
unsoundness of mind.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1214 (1214), Kali Das v. Deodhari Mistri. (Case of an 
obstruction to wav in good faith.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 324 (326) : 28 Cri L Jour 334, Adam AH v. Emperor. 

(’98) 1898 All W N 210 (210), Queen-Empress t. Sakha. 

(’98) 1898 All W N 209 (210), Queen v. Chakauri. 

(’98) 21 All 122 (125, 126) : 1898 AWN 208, Queen-Empress v. Timmal. 

(’86) 1886 Rat 229 (230, 231), Queen-Empress v. Nepal. 

(' 7S) 1 Cal L R 62 (65), In re Jamshccr Sirdar. 

See also S. 342 Note 23. 

5. (’23) AIR 1923 All 327 (328) : 45 All 329 : 24 Cri L Jour 225, Ml. Anandi v. 
Emperor. (Case under S. 84, Penal Code — Insanity — Previous and subsequent 
madness of accused should be considered ns leading to inference of insanity.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 18 (18) : 8 Ind Cas 108S (Mad), In re GaruguBamayya. (Casein 
which the accused exceeded his right of private defence — Sentence altered from 
one of death to rigorous imprisonment for seven years.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 905 (911) : 17 Ind Cas 1001 (Cal), Jhakri Chamar v. Emperor. 
(Case in which evidence disclosed that the accused had a right of private defence 
— Accused were acquitted.) 
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cognizance of the same . 8 

10. Plea must be by the accused himself. — The accused 
should plead by his own mouth 1 and not by his pleader 2 unless such 
pleader has been permitted by the Court to appear in the place of the 
accused. 3 See also s. 255 Note 7. 

As to admissions by pleader, see the, undermentioned cases . 4 

11. Record of the plea. — If the accused pleads guilty, the Court 
should make a record of such plea . 1 It is not the duty of the Court, 
at the time of recording such plea, to decide whether any statement 
accompanying it is true or false. Any such statement must be regarded 
only as explanatory of the plea . 2 The whole of the statement made hy 
a prisoner should be recorded as nearly as possible in the very words 
used hy him, though it need not be recorded in a foreign language 
unknown to the Court or Magistrate, the use of which makes it neces- 
sary to have recourse to an interpreter. The language in which the 
statement is conveyed to the Court by the interpreter is the language 
in which it should be recorded . 3 The plea of guilty should be taken 

6. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 1 (2) : 37 Cri L Jour 293, Nga Ba Scin v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 645 (651) : 26 Cri L Jour 501, Emperor v. Kishen Lai. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 694 (694) : 25 Cr. L. J. 472, TJmed Singh v. Emperor. (Plea of 
justification should be considered in a defamation case even though not raised.) 
(’82) 11 Cal L R 232 (233, 234), In the matter of Kali Charan Mookcrjcc. 

(’97) 1 Cal W N 545 (547), Pasupat Qope v. Bam Bhajan. 

■See also S. 290 Note 1. 

Note 10 

1. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 939 (939) : 6 Bom LR 861, Emperor v. Sursing. 

(’71) 15 Suth WBCr 42 (42) : 6 Beng L R App 148, Queen v. Boopa Gowalla. 

2. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 939 (939) :.6 Bom L R 861, Emperor v. Sursing. 

{ 1900) 2 Bom L R 751 (752), Queen-Empress v. Sangaya. (Plea of guilty by a 
pleader appointed by the Court to defend the accused on a charge of murder is 
not binding on the accused.) 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218 (222) : 50 Bom 250 : 27 Cri L Jour 440, Dorabshah 
Bomanji v. Emperor. 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 All 99 (101) : 21 Cr.L.J, 777, Sheo Narain v. Emperor. (Such 
admissions should not be taken — Every fact must be proved in a murder case.) 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 49 (49), Queen v. Kasim Mundle. (They cannot be used 
against the accused.) 

(’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. 3 (5), Shib Bam v. Simla Municipal Committee. 
See also S. 340 Note 9. 

Note 11 

1. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 434 (436) : 12 C IV N 140, Deputy Legal Bemembrancer v. 
Opendra Kumar Ghose. 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 295 (296) : 1908 A W N 54 : 5 A L J 157, Emperor v. Deohi. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 380 (381) : 30 All 540 : 1908 A W N 241 : 5 A L J 305, Emperor 
v. Kheoraj, 

(’88) 1 C P L R Cr 25 (26), Empress v. Mt. Adhika. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 193 (193) : 4 Ind Cas 1126 (Mad), In re Sadayan. 

(1900) 23 Mad 151 (154), Queen-Empress v. Chinna Pavuchi. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 341(343):58 Cal 1214:32 Cr.LJMT, Mahomed Yusuf v. Emperor. 
(’81) 7 Cal 96 (97) : 8 C LB 471, Empress v.- Gopal Dhanuk. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 318 (320) : 27 Cri L Jour 449, Shanker v. Eviperor. 

(’88) 1888 Rat 386 (386), Queen-Empress v. Sanvel. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Bom 220 (221) : 18 Cr.L.J. 699, Laxmya Shiddappa v. Emperor. 

2. (’91) 1891 Rat 532 (532), Queen-Empress v. Lakshman. 

3. (’80) 5 Cal 826 (829), Empress v. Viambilee. 
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down in the form of question and answer and in the exact words used 
by the accused . 4 

It is also desirable that shorthand notes of proceedings of Sessions 
Courts should he maintained so as to ensure a full and accurate record 
of what happens in Court . 0 

12. Plea of guilty — When may be accepted. — A plea of 
guilty may be accepted by the Court and the accused may be convicted 
thereon without the matter going before the assessors or the jury . 1 
But the Court is not bound to accept a plea of guilty in all cases. On 
the other hand, the Court must carofully consider whether the accused 
has fully understood the nature of the charge to which he pleads 
guilty. la In cases where the natural sequence of accepting the plea of 
guilty would be a sentence of death, it is not in accordance with the 
usual practice to accept a plea of guilty. lb Murder is a mixed question 
of law and fact and unless the Court is satisfied that the accused knew 
exactly what was implied by his plea of guilty, the plea should not be 
accepted but the case should be tried; specially where the accused is an 
ignorant person . 2 An accused person does not plead to a section of a 
criminal statute. Ho pleads guilty or not guilty to the facts alleged 
that disclose an offence under that section. Sometimes a “plea of 
guilty” is an admission only of the facts alleged and not the offence, as 
when such facts do not in law' constitute the offence . 3 So a plea of 


4. (’03) 5 Bora L R 999 (1000), Emperor v. Abdul Hoosain. 

5. (’2d) AIR 1924 Cal 237 (28S) : 25 Cr.L.J. 817 (FB), Emperor v. Barcndra Kumar. 
See also S. 350 Note 11. 

Note 12 

1. (’07) 8 Suth W R Cr L 21 (21), In re Nobind Mali. . 

(’G7) 8 Suth W R Cr L 0 (G), In re Thakochokrcc. 

(’GG) G Suth W R Cr L 4 (4), In rc Ncamul. 

(’ G6) 5 Suth W R Cr L 2 (2), In rc Kellai Jcnah. 

(’GG) G Suth IV R Cr L 3 (3), In re Alfoo. 

(’GG) 2 Weir 335 (335). 

(’G8) 10 Suth W R Cr 43 (43) : 2 Bong L R 23 (FB), Queen v. Srcc Kant. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 18a (18u), Magha Sheik v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 330 (334) : 35 Cri L Jour 1322, Shyama Charan v. Emperor. 

la. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 49 (51): 12 Rang GIG : 3G Cr.L.J. 33G, NgaYwav. Emperor. 

lb. (1900) 23 Mad 151 (154), Queen-Empress v. Chinna Pavuchi. 

(’28) AIR 192S Cal 775 (776) : 30 Cri L Jour 50S, Hasarttddin il Id. v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Bora 220 (221) : 18 Cr.L.J. GOO, Laxmya Shiddappa v. Emperor. 
(’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 337 (338) : 8 Bom L R 240, Emperor v. Ghinia Bhika. 

(’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 80 (81) : 1905 Pun Re No. 54 Cr, Pala Singh v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 204 (205) : 28 S. L. R. 327 : 3G Cr. L. J. 324,.4c?rar Sanghar 
v. Emperor. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 All 233 (233) : 23 Cri L Jour 283, Dalli v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 2GG (267) : 24 Cri L Jour 600, Mt. Sukhia v. Emperor. 
(’97-1901) 1 IJpp Bur Rul 78 (79), Nga San Daik v. Queen-Empress. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 18a (18a), Magha Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(’96) 19 All 119 (120) : 189G AWN 192, Queen-Empress v. Bhadu. 

(’25) AIR 1925 All G47 (G47, G48) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1316, Lahori v. Emperor. (The 
accused was a man of considerable intelligence in this case.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 188 (189) : 17 S.L.R.2GS:2G Cr.L.J. 177, Emperor v. Kasim. 
(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 317 (318) (Kathiawar), Emperor v. Woman Bchni. 

(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 47 Cr, p. 56, Grown v. Zoolfoo. 

(’68) 1868 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 6, Grown v. Chongutta. 

-(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 337 (338) : 8 Bom L R 240, Emperor v. Chviia Bhika. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 153 (153) : 15 Cri L Jour 703, Gaya Boy v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 406 (406) : 7 Lah 359 : 27 Cr. L. J. 907, Basant v. Emperor. 
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guilty cannot be accepted when tbe offence in question bas not been 
committed in tbe eye of law. 4 A plea of guilty cannot be accepted 
when it is clear that tbe offence was not correctly stated to him. 5 Each 
case depends, however, upon its own circumstances which should bo 
examined to see whether the plea of guilty is one which should be acted 
upon where the prisoner has the services of a pleader and a plea of 
guilty is made advisedly, the Court can certainly convict him on his 
plea. Cfl But where an accused, who is charged for an offence under 
S. 302, Penal Code (for which there is a clear prima facie evidence), 
pleads guilty to an offence under S. 304, Penal Code, the Court cannot 
accept the plea of guilty but should proceed to try him for the offence 
charged. 7 There is no provision for an inquiry for the purpose of seeing 
if it is right and proper to convict the accused on his plea ; if any such 
enquiry is necessary it should take the form of a trial and be conducted 
as such.® 

Though the section provides for a conviction being based on the 
accused’s plea of guilty entered at the commencement of the proceedings, 
this does not mean that if at any later stage the accused pleads guilty 
the Court is not entitled to record the plea and convict the accused on* 
such plea. 9 

18. “Thereon” in sub-section (2). — The word ‘thereon’ shows 
that the conviction is on the plea recorded before the Sessions Judge 
and has no reference to what has passed before the Magistrate in the 
preliminary enquiry. So, if the accused makes a plea which amounts 
to a claim to be tried before the Sessions Judge, he cannot be convicted 
on a confession made before the committing Magistrate. 1 

Where an accused pleads guilty to the offence charged, he may 
either be convicted for the offence or, as has been seen in Note 12, the- 
regular trial may be proceeded with. He must not be convicted of a 
different offence of which he did not plead guilty and for which he was 
not tried. 2 Thus, a person pleading guilty to a charge of murder cannot 
be convicted of culpable homicide not amounting to murder. 3 Similarly, 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lali 363 (364) : 33 Cri L Jour 646, Bahadur Singh v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 160 (160) ; 43 Bom 842 : 20 Cr. L. J. 681, Murarji Baghu- 
natli v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Bom 176 (176) : 31 Cr. L, J. 926, Emperor v. Mahadeo Govind. 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 827 (828) : 29 Cr. L. J. 645, Mt. Barhan v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 421 (421) :4 MLI 324, In re Maniham Pillai. 

See also S. 243 Note 2. 

5. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 328 (328), Nga Nge v. Queen-Empress. 

6. (’23) AIR 1923 Nag 251 (254) : 24 Cr. L. J. 570, Manjoo v. Emperor. 

6a. (’86) 1886 Rat 229 (236), Queen-Emprcss v. Nepal. 

7. (’88) 1888 Rat 410 (410, 411), Queen-Empress v. Malhari. 

8. (’91) 1891 Rat 532 (533), Queen-Empress v. Lahshman. 

9. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 330 (334) : 35 CriL Jour 1322, Shyama Charan v. Emperor. 

■ Note 13 

1. (’70) 2 N W P H C R 479 (4S0), Queen v. Hnrsoohh. (This procedure seriously 
prejudiced the accused.) 

(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 497 (497), Nga Tha Maung v. Queen-Empress . 
(Confession before a Myook.) 

- 2. (’99) 2 Weir 335 (335, 336). 

3. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 5 (6) : 3 S L R 58 : 2 Ind Cas 372, Emperor v. Wallin. 
(’93) 2 Weir 335 (335, 336). 
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a person pleading guilty to a charge of culpable homicide not amounting 
to murder cannot be convicted of causing grievous hurt. 1 In order that 
there may be a conviction on a plea of guilty, the plea must bo in 
respect of the offence charged. Thus, where an accused was charged 
of murder hut the Court finding that there was no evidence under 
that charge, convicted her of an offence under section 318 of the Penal 
Code considered to have been admitted by the accused, the conviction 
is illegal. 0 

The fact that the accused, tired of a lengthy trial or impressed 
by the weight of the evidence against him, or partly the one and partly 
the other, decides to cut short proceedings in the hope that a lenient 
sentence would he passed on him, is not in itself a ground for departing 
■from the ordinary tariff of punishment for the offence. 0 

15. Procedure where plea of guilty is not accepted. — 

Section 272 provides that where an accused person refuses to or docs 
not plead or claims to he tried, the Court shall proceed to try the case. 
There is no specific provision enabling the Court to try the case where 
the accused pleads guilty and the Court does not accept the same, 
though sub-s.(2) of this section provides that he may he convicted on 
such plea. In England where the Court does not think it expedient 
to act upon the accused’s plea of guilty, the usual procedure is to advise 
‘him to withdraw his plea of guilty and to plead not guilty. 1 In this 
-country, the general trend of opinion is that the accused may be 
-treated in such cases as if he had pleaded not guilty, and that the 
•trial may he proceeded with in the ordinary way. 2 The High Court of 
Calcutta has, however, in the undermentioned case, 3 held that the 
■discretion denoted by the word “may” is either to convict the accused, 
•or in a suitable case, to leave the matter there and discharge him, but 
•does not include the power to proceed with the trial against him. In 
•this view it has further held therein that where a person has pleaded 
•guilty, he ceases ipso facto to he an accused person. According to the 
Chief Court of Oudh, the only course open to the Court where a plea 
of guilty is not accepted by it is to proceed to trial. 4 * 6 

4. (’88) 1888 Eat 413 (413), Queen-Empress v. Baghu! 

:5. (’88) 1888 Eat 38G (38G), Queen-Empress v. Samuel. 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 Fat 330 (335) : 35 CriL Jour 1322, Shyama Gharanx. Emperor. 

Note 14 

1. (’31) AIE 1931 Cal 341 (343) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cri L .Tour GG7, Mahommad 
Yusuf v. Emperor. 

[See also (’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 325 (340): 3 Ind Cas G25 (Cal), Khudiram Bose v. Emperor.] 

2. (’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 484 (485, 48G): 4 Ind Cas 57 (Cal), Suhdcv Tcicarix. Emperor. 
(’14) AIE 1914 All 558 (558): 1G Cri L Jour 103, Surjan Singh v. Emperor. 
(1900) 23 Mad 151(153,154), Queen v. ChiniaPavuchi. (22 Mad 491, distinguished.) 
t’2G) AIR 192G All 318 (320) : 27 Cri L Jour 449, Shankar v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIE 1928 Cal 775(77G):30 Cr.L.J. 508, Hasaruddin Mahommadx. Emperor. 
(Such a plea should not be acted upon in a case where the natural sequence 
would be a sentence of death.) 

-(’70) 13 Suth W E Cr 55 (5G): 4 Beng L E App 101, Queen v. Gobadur Bhooyan. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (343) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cri L Jour GG7, Mahommad 
Yusu f v. Emperor. 

•4. (’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 3G2 (3GG) : 18 Cri L Jour 742: 20 Oudh Cas 136, Ecsho 
Singh v. Emperor. 
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As to the meaning of the word “conviction” in this sub-section, 
see the undermentioned case. 5 

15. Plea of guilty by a co-accused. — Under s. 30 of the 
Evidence Act, when more persons than one are being tried jointly 
for the same offence, and a confession made by one of such persons 
affecting himself and some other of such persons is proved, the Court 
may take into consideration such confession ns against such other 
person as well as against the person who makes such confession. So 
the question arises whether in cases where one of several accused 
jointly tried pleads guilty to the charge, he can be said to be jointly 
tried within the meaning of S. 30 of the Evidence Act, so as to render 
his admissions receivable in evidence against the other accused. In the 
undermentioned case, 1 the High Court of Calcutta has held that where 
a person pleads guilty, the only course open to the Court ( whether it 
accepts such plea or not) is either to convict him or discharge him and 
'that he can no longer be said to be an accused person jointly tried 
with others. This view, as has been seen in Note 14, in so far as it 
relates to cases where the plea is not accepted by the Court, is against 
the general trend of opinion. In cases where the plea of guilty is 
accepted by the Court, a conviction should follow and the accused will, 
of course, cease to be an accused person from that moment. Section 30 
of the Evidence Act, will not therefore apply. 2 In cases where the plea 
of guilty is not accepted by the Court and the Court proceeds to trial 
against him, the accused does not cease to be so until the end of the 
trial and S. 30 will apply. 3 

Where one of the accused pleads guilty and the Court accepts it, 
it should not defer his conviction in order that his confession may be 


5. (1900) 10 Mad L J 147 (158,159) (F B), Subramania Aiyarx. Queen-Empress. 

Note 15 

1. ('31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (343, 344) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cri L Jour 6G7, Moham- 
mad Yusuf v. Emperor. 

2. (’99) 22 Mad 491(493): 2 Weir 74G, Queen-Ejnpressv. Lakshmayya Pandaram. 
(’95) 19 Bom 195 (197, 198), Queen-Empress v. Pahuji. 

(’95) 17 All 524 (526) :1895 AWN 111, Queen-Empress v. Pirbhu. 

(’02) 25 Mad 61 (68) : 28 I A 257 : 11 M L J 233 : 3 Bom L R 540 : 5 C W N 866 
: 8 Sar 160 (P C), Subramaniya Iyer v. King-Emperor. 

(’81) 1881 All W N 99 (100), Empress v. Baiju. 

(’74) 11 Bom H C R 146 (148), Beg. x. Kalu Patil. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 318 (320) : 27 Cri L Jour 449, Shankar v. Emperor. 

(’88) 1888 Rat 400 (400), Queen-Empress v. Okand. 

(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 25 (27), Piara Singh v. Empress. 

(’84) 7 Mad 102 (103, 104) : 2 Weir 740, Yenhatasamy v. Queen. 

(’01) 23 All 53 (54) : 1900 AWN 192, Queen v. Paltua. 

(’95) 2 Weir 493 (493), In re Muppidi Krishna Moorthy. 

'’(’11) 12 Cr. L. J, 479 (479) : 38 Cal 446 : 12 I C 87, Emperor v. Eeramat Sirdar. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 605 (605, 606) : 12 I C 981 : 1911 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, Kanliaya 
v. Emperor. 

(’01) 3 Bom L R 437 (438), King-Emperor v. Annya. 

3. (’01) 3 Bom L R 437 (438), King-Emperor v. Annya. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 484 (486) : 4 Ind Cas 57 (Cal), Sulcdev Tewari v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 All 221 (224) : 37 All 247 : 16 Cri L Jour 327, Emperor v. Dip 
Narain. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 566 (567) : 21 1 C 166 : 1 Upp Bur Rul 170, Emperor v. Nga 
Po Tha. 

■(1900) 23 Mad 151 (154), Queen v. Chinia Pavuchi. 
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considered against liis co-accused. Sucli a procedure is clearly against 
the spirit of the law. 4 The accused should be convicted at once 6 and 
should be removed from the dock in which caso he can give evidence 
against his co-accused. 0 It is always desirable to pass a sentence 
completely before calling one accused who pleads guilty in a joint 
trial to give evidence against a co- accused, 7 so that the witness may 
give his evidence free of all corrupt influence which the fear of 
impending punishment and the desire to obtain immunity to himself 
at the expense of other prisoner might otherwise produce. 8 But the 
admissibility of the evidence of such accused pleading guilty ought not 
to be decided on the narrow technical ground that he had not been 
convicted but on the broad ground that when he gave his evidence he 
was not in charge of jury and no issue remained to be tried between 
him and the Crown. 0 

Where, in a joint trial, A is charged with murder and B with 
being an accessory after the fact, the question whether the deceased, 
was murdered by A is an issue between B and the Crown, and hence, 
the counsel for B is entitled to insist on the proof of the murder and 
challenge the evidence of it even if A has pleaded guilty. 10 
See also Note 8 to section 255. 

16. Appeal. — Where an accused pleads guilty and he is convicted 
thereon, he has no right of appeal except as to the extent or legality of 
the sentence. See section 412. 

Where the Court has recorded that the accused pleaded guilty, 
the High Court cannot in a case in which the accused appeared by a 
pleader admit the affidavit of the accused for the purpose of showing 
that he did not plead guilty. If there has been any mistake in the 
matter it is the vakil and not the client, who ought to make an 
affidavit. 1 

Where an accused person has been convicted on his own plea of 
guilty, he is not entitled on notice being issued to him under S. 489 
sub-s.(2) of the Code for showing cause against enhancement of 
sentence to go behind the plea of guilty as a confession of the facts 

4 . (’01) 23 All 53 (54, 55) : 1900 AWN 192, Queen v. Paltua. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 380 (381) : 1908 A WN 241 : 5 A L J 505 : 30 All 540, Emperor 
v. Kheoraj. 

(1900) 23 Mad 151 (154), Queen v. Chinia Pavuchi. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (343) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cri L Jour 667, Mahommcd 
Yusuf v. Emperor. 

(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 25 (27), Piara Singh v. Empress. 

5 . (’14) AIR 1914 All 558 (55S) : 16 Cri L Jour 103, Surjan Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’17) AIR 1917 Oudli 362 (366) : 18 Cri L Jour 742 (746) : 20 Oudh Cas 136, 
Kesho Singh v. Emperor. 

7 . (’92) 2 Weir 520 (520, 521), In re Marudaimuihu. 

8. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (344) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cr.L. J. 667, Mahomed Yusuf 
v. Emperor. 

9. (’02) 25 Mad 61 (6S) : 28 I A 257 : 11 M L J 233 : 3 Bom L R 540 : 5 C W N 
866 : 8 Sar 160 (P C), Subramaniya Aiyar v. King Emperor. 

10. (’36) AIR 1936 P C 242 (245) : 37 Cr. L. J. 914 (P C), Maiiadeo v. The King. 

Note 16 

1. (’96) 19 Mad 209 (210) : 1 Weir 850, Queen-Empress v. Eashyam Chetiy . 
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alleged or to withdraw the plea . 2 The High Court of Rangoon has, Section 271 
however, held that, in such a ease, the accused is entitled to show Note 16 
cause against both his conviction and sentence notwithstanding his 
plea of guilty . 3 


272.* If the accused refuses to, or does not, Section 272 
Refusal to plead or plead, or if he claims to he tried, the 
claim to be tried. Court shall proceed to choose jurors 
or assessors as hereinafter directed and to try the case: 

Provided that, subject to the right of objection 
Trial by same jury hereinafter mentioned, the same 

or assessors or several . . _ ' 

offenders in succession, jury may try, or tne same assessors 
may aid in the trial of, as many accused persons 
successively as the Court thinks fit. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. “Refuses to, or does not, plead, or if he claims to be tried.” 

3. Trial by same jury or assessors of several offenders — Proviso. 

Other Topics ( miscellaneous ) 

Effect of the proviso. See Note 3. Section inapplicable to cases and coun- 

No case against accused — Procedure. ter-cases. See Note 3. 

See Note 2. Simultaneous trial of several persons 

Plea of “not guilty.” See Note 2. illegal. See Note 3. 

1. Legislative changes. — The first paragraph of this section 
corresponds to s. 363 of the Code of 1861 and S. 238 of the Code of 1872. 

The proviso corresponds to S. 317 of the Code of 1861 and S. 265 of the 
Code of 1872. 

2. “Refuses to, or does not, plead, or if he claims to be 
tried.” — An accused person charged with an offence can either 
plead “guilty” or may “claim to be tried.” A plea of “not guilty” is 
not recognised by the Code, 1 though such a plea, if made, will be 
considered as amounting to a “claim to be tried.” As a matter of 
practice, however, the expression “not guilty” is generally used and is 
taken as amounting to a “claim to be tried.” 

Where an accused makes no answer to the question whether he 
is guilty, an enquiry should be made whether he is obstinately mute 
or is dumb ex visitatione dei. In either case a plea of claiming to be 
tried should be recorded and the trial proceeded with. 2 Where, in 

* 1882 : S. 272; 1872 ; Ss. 238, 265; 1861 : Ss. 347, 363. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 747 (749, 751) : 56 Cal 1145 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1038, Superin- 
tendent and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Jnanendra Nath, (Per 
Mukherjea, J., contra.) 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 49(50) : 12 Rang 616 : 36Gr.L.J. 336, Nga Twa v. Emperor. 

Section 272 — Note 2 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 901 (904) : 41 Cal 1072 : 15 Cri L Jour 460, Emperor v. 

Nirmal Eanta Roy. 

See also S. 271 Notes 1 and 9. 

2. (’69) 1869 Rat 19 (19), Reg. v. Sattya. 
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answer to a charge of murder, the accused stated : “I did not mean 
to kill him ; why should I kill my brother ? Nor did I strike him so 
much that he should die,” it was held that the statement amounted 
to a plea of “not guilty .” 3 See also the undermentioned case. 3a 

Where an accused is put upon his trial and has pleaded “not 
guilty” to the charge or has claimed to be tried, he is entitled to have 
the trial proceeded with 4 as a protection against a future proceeding 
against him in respect of the same charge . 6 He cannot be released 
without trial on the ground that there is no case against him . 0 Nor 
can he he convicted without trial solely upon a confession before the 
committing Magistrate . 7 

3. Trial by same jury or assessors of several offenders — 
Proviso, — It has been seen in S. 233 that where several charges are 
made against an accused person, the general rule is that each charge 
should he tried separately. The same principle will also apply where 
several 'persons are accused of offences in a case. The general rule 
is that they should be tried separately except in cases falling within 
S. 239. 1 This proviso enacts that in those cases in which several accused 
persons in a Sessions case are to he tried separately, it is not necessary 
to choose a fresh jury or a fresh set of assessors for each such 
separate trial, and that the same jury or assessors may act in all the 
trials, subject, of course, to the right of the accused provided in the 
Code to object to the jury or any one or more members of the jury . 2 

But the same jury may try or the same assessors may aid in the 
trial of any number of accused persons in a case only one after the 
other and not simultaneously . 3 A simultaneous trial in such cases is 
an illegality which is not curable by S. 537 of the Code . 4 

In the undermentioned case 5 certain members of two opposing 
parties in a riot were sent up for trial under two distinct committals. 
After the close of the case for the prosecution in one of the cases, the 
Sessions Judge postponed the taking of the evidence for the defence 


3. (’70) 2 N W P C B 479 (480), Queen v. Eursodkh. 

3a. (’83) 1883 Pun Re No. 22 Cr, p, 49 (50), Fakir v. Empress. (Accused saying 
that he killed A but claiming that he was not liable to punishment as the Court 
had no jurisdiction over him — Plea is one of claiming to he tried.) 

See also S. 271 Note 7. 

4. (’83) 12 Cal L R 120 (121), Empress v. Sagambur. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 43 (43) : 2 Beng L R 23 (FB), Queen v. Srikant Charal. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 772 (773) : 6 Bom L R 671, Emperor v. Mohamed Ismail . 
(Judge considering that the plea of the accused did not amount to a plea of guilty.) 

5. (’81) 1881 All WN 60 (60), Empress v. Sunder. 

6. (’81) 1881 All W N 60 (60), Empress v. Sunder. 

[See also (’74) 1874 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 5, Grown v. Jamal. (A Sessions Court 
has no authority to discharge an accused person duly committed without trial.)] 

7. (’70) 2 N W P H C R 479 (480), Queen y. Eursookh. 

Note 3 

1. (’87) 9 All 452 (457) : 1887 AWN 111, Queen-Empress v. Abdul Kadir. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 All 334 (335, 336) : 4S All 325 : 27 Cri L Jour 445, Bafluzzaman 
Khan v. Ghhotey Lai. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 709 (709) : 32 Cri L Jour 1233, Bajatulya v. Klmda Karigar. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 709 (709, 710) : 32Cr.L.J. 1233, Bajatiilya v. Khuda Karigar. 

4. (’21) AIR 1921 Low Bur 51 (56) : 11 LB R 73 : 23 Cr.L.J. 49, Eusoof v. Emperor. 

5. (’81) 6 Cal 96(99): 6C. L.R. 521:3 ShomeLRCr 39, E ossein Buksh v. Empress. 
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and proceeded to examine the witnesses for the prosecution in the other 
case before the same jury. He then took the evidence of the witnesses 
for the defence in the first case and in the counter-case in the order- 
named and then summed up the facts in both the cases to the jury 
who returned a verdict in respect of all the accused. Princep, J., 
observed as follows : 

“The law declares that the ‘same jury may try as many accused persons 
successively as to the Court seems fit.’ By this we understand that one trial is to 
follow the other, that is, that, on the conclusion of one trial, the same jury may 
proceed to try the accused in the next case. The law does not contemplate that 
two trials shall be conducted piecemeal in such a manner that at their conclusion 
the jury shall be called upon to decide at one and the same time upon two distinct 
classes of evidence which, though they have points in common, require careful 
discrimination as bearing upon the guilt or innocence of two sets of accused. 
Independently of the irregularity of the proceeding, no jury ought, we think, to be 
placed in such an embarrassing position.” 


2.73 *W In trials before the High Court, when 
Entry on unsus- it appears to the High Court, at any 
tainabie charges, time before the commencement of the 
trial of the person charged, that any charge or any 
portion thereof is clearly unsustainable, the Judge 
may make on the charge an entry to that effect. 

(2) Such entry shall have the effect of staying 
Effect of entry, proceedings upon the charge or portion 
of the charge, as the case may be. 

1. Object and applicability of the section. — The section is 
intended to provide a short and effective way by which charges which 
have no merits may he disposed of . 1 This special power is, however^ 
only conferred on the High Courts 3 and cannot be exercised by 
Sessions Judges . 3 

Applications under this section should be disposed of by the High 
Court in the exercise of its ordinary original criminal jurisdiction . 4 

2. “ The Judge may make on the charge an entry to that- 
effect” — Sub-section (1). — -Where the Court is of opinion that no- 
offence is made out, it is its duty to make an order under this section. 

* 1882 : S. 273; 1872 and 1861 : Nil. 

Section 273 — Note 1 

1. (’29) AIE 1929 Gal 756 (760) : 57 Cal 1042 :31 Cr.L.J. 506 (FB), Girish v. Emperor. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 756 (760) : 57 Cal 1042 :31 Cr.L.J. 506 (FB), Girish v. Emperor. 

3. (’35) AIB 1935 Nag 202 (204) : 31 Nag L E 360 : 36 Cri L Jour 1389, Maroti 
Jairam v. Emperor. (All that Sessions Court may do after bearing evidence 
and then coming to the conclusion that there is no evidence that accused has 
committed offence, is that it may direct jury to return verdict of not guilty, but 
it cannot do so before commencement of 'trial.) 

[See (’80) 7 Cal L B 143 (143), Empress v. Poreshollah Sheikh .) 

4. See (’83) 9 Cal 397 (404), Charoo Ghunder v. Empress. (Application under S. 14 
of Act X of 1875.) 


Section 272i 
Note 3 


Section 27& 
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Notes 2-3 


Section 275 


and stay proceedings. 1 But the charge must he clearly unsustainable; 
otherwise the Judge should not take into his own hands the functions 
of the jury. 2 Where in a trial before the High Court it appeared that 
the mode of taking evidence in the preliminary inquiry was entirely 
erroneous, it was held that an entry under this section should be made 
and the prisoner sent hack before the Magistrate for the depositions 
to be taken afresh. 3 

3. Effect of the entry — Sub-section (2). — An entry made 
under this section has not the effect of an acquittal. The accused 
may again he tried for the same offence. 1 Section 439 has no application 
to an entry made under this section. See sub-s.(4) of that section. 
For stay of proceedings under other sections, see S.145 sub-s.(5); S.240; 
S. 464 sub-s.(2) ; and S. 465 sub-s.(i). 


G. — Choosing^ a J ury. 

274.* (1) In trials before the High Court the 
Number of jury, jury shall consist of nine persons. 

(2) In trials by jury before the Court of Session 
tbe jury shall consist of such uneven number, not 
being less than five or more than nine, as the Provin- 
cial Government / by order applicable to any particular 
district or to any particular class of offences in that 
district, may direct : 

Provided that, where any accused person is charged 
with an offence punishable with death, the jury shall 
consist of not less than seven persons and, if practic- 
able, of nine persons. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Code of 1861 and the Code of 1872 — 

The number of w'hich a jury was to consist, under the Code of 
1861, was five or an uneven number not less than five and not more 
than nine. This number was reduced to three in the Code of 1872. Both 
S. 327 of the Code of 1861 and S. 236 of the Code of 1872, however, dealt 
with the number of jury in Sessions Courts only. 

* 1882 : S. 274; 1872 : S. 236; 1861 : 3.327. 

Note 2 

1. (’94) 21 Cal 97 (99), Queen v. Siikee Kuar. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 756 (761) : 57 Call042:31 Cr.L.J. 506 (PB), Girish v. Emperor. 

3. (’6S) 1 Beng LROCr 37(38, 39), Queenv. Sajkrishna Mitter. (Mode of taking 
the evidence in the preliminary investigation erroneous — Note must be made.) 

Note 3 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 157 (159):26 S L R 407 :34 Cr.L.J. 14, Maniram v. Emperor. 
See also S. 403, Explanation. 
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Difference between the Codes of 1872 and 1882 — 

The provision as to the number of jury in the High Courts was 
newly added to the section in 1882. , . 

Difference between the Codes of 1882 and 1898 — 

There was no change effected ‘in the Code of 189S, but by the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, XII of 1923, the word “five” in sub-s.(2) 
of the section was substituted for the word “three” which occurred 'in 
the second paragraph of the old section. The proviso to the section 
was also newly added by the said Act of 1923. 

2. Non-compliance with the section — Effect of. — A trial 
by a jury consisting of a larger number of men than is authorized by 
the section is. a nullity. 1 ’ - ? " 

- ; 3. “Jury,” meaning of. — See S. 267 Note i. 

$. Jury in cases of offences punishable with death -r-. 
Proviso. — As has been seen in S. 269, the Provincial Government may 
direct that the trial of certain offences shall be by jury in any district. 
Where an offence punishable with death is so declared to be triable by 
jury, this proviso will appty, and the jury 'should consist of nine 
persons unless it is impracticable to get that number, in which case 
the number should be at least seven. Under s/826, the number of 
jurors to be summoned is to be double the number required for the 
trial. Where a lesser number of persons is summoned, and some of 
them do not attend, with the result that seven persons are empanelled, 
it cannot be said that it is impracticable to get a jury of nine, and 
consequently the tribunal is not one legally constituted. 1 Where only 
fourteen persons were summoned but eleven of them were present out 
of whom, however, only seven were empanelled and it was not shown 
that it was not practicable to get nine persons, it was held that the 
jury was illegally constituted and the trial bad. 2 

But where eighteen persons were summoned out of whom only 
eight attended and consequently only a jury of seven was empanelled, 
it was held that the proceedings were not vitiated. 3 

Where there is nothing on the record to show whether the trial 
Court considered the practicability of having nine jurors, the High 
Court on appeal ought to proceed on the assumption that the trial in 

Section 274 — Note 2 

1. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 43 (44):26 All 211:1904 A W N 1, Emperor v. George Booth. 

Note 4 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 64S (645, 646): 55 Cal 794: 29 Cr. L. J. 927, Scrajul Islam 
v. Emperor. (Twelve persons only summoned.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 716 (717), Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Benozir 
Ahmad. (Only fourteen persons summoned.) 

(’30) 31 Cri L Jour 425 (426):' 122 Ind Cas 557 (Cal), Amir Khan v. Emperor. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 60 (61): 56 Cal 1154: 31 Cr. L. J. 377, Dwarika v. Emperor. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 407 (411): 62 Cal 900: 36 Cri L Jour 944 (SB), Emperor v. 
Bant Pramanlk. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 10 (13): 61 Cal 190:36 Cr, L. J. 803, Mukunda Hurari v. Emperor. 
<’31) AIR 1931 Cal 261 (262): 32 Cr. L.- J. 187 (SB), Emperor v. Damullya Holla. 
[Rut see (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 793 (795):58 Cal 1272:33 Cr. L. J. 129, Shaheb All 
v. Emperor. (Only seven jurors present — Held, that the Judge never applied his 
mind to the provisions of S. 274, that it was the duty of the Judge to consider 
whether it was practicable to have nine jurors, and that trial was vitiated.)] 

2Cr.l01. 


Section 27.5 
Notes.lw5 
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Section 275' 
Note 5 


Section 275 


tlie lower Court took place in full accordance with the requirements- 
of sub-s.(2) of this section. 4 

As to when an objection as to the constitution of the jury can be 
taken, see Note 6 to S.27G. 


275.* W In a trial by jury before the High 
Jury for trial of Court or Court of Session of a i^erson. 

fndian British sub^ w ^° k as ^ een found under the provi- 
jects and others. sions of this Code to be an European 

or Indian British subject, a majority of the jury shall, 
if such person before the first juror is called and 
accepted so requires, consist, in the case of an European. 
British subject, of persons who are Europeans or- 
Americans and, in the case of an Indian British 
subject, of Indians. 

(2) In any such trial by jury of a person who- 
has been found under, the provisions of this Code to 
be an European (other than an European British 
subject) or an American, a majority of the jury shall,, 
if practicable and if such European or American 
before the first juror is called and accepted so requires,, 
consist of persons who are Europeans or Americans. 


This section was substituted for the original section by the Criminal Law- 
Amendment Act, XII of 1923. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. Right to be tried by majority of 

jurors of the nationality of the 
accused. 


3. Privileges of Europeans other - 

than British subjects. 

4. “Who has been found . . . Indian 

British subject.” 

5. “European.” 


1. Scope of the section. — Section 275, as it stood before 1923, 
provided that, in a trial by jury of a person not an European or 
American, a majority of the jury should consist of persons who were 
neither Europeans nor Americans. Section 450, now repealed, provided 
that in' all trials of European British subjects before the High Court, 
or the Court of Session the accused may claim to be tried by jury, half 
the number of which should be Europeans or Americans, provided, in 
cases triable with the aid of assessors, he may, instead of claiming to 
be tried by jury, claim that half the number of assessors should be 


* Code of 1898, original S. 275. 

275. In a trial by jury before the Court of Session of a person not being an 
Jury for trial of persons European or an American, a majority of the jury 
not Europeans or Americans shall, if he so desires, consist of persons who are- 
before Court of Session. neitherEuropenns nor Americans. 

1882 :S. 275; 1872 ; S. 241; 1861 : S. 325. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 P G 17G (178), Mirza Alebar v. King-Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 407 (411);3G Cr. L. J. 944: 62 Cal 900 (SB), Emperor v. Bent 
Framanih. (Dissenting from AIR 1931 Cal 793.) 
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Europeans or Americans. Section 460, also now repealed, provided 
that in the case of an European not being a British subject, or an 
American, half the number of the jury or assessors, as the case may 
be, should, if practicable, consist of Europeans or Americans. 1 This 
section and S.284Ai together deal with the matter dealt with by the 
said Ss. 275, 450 and 460, but with the following important changes : 

In trials by jury — 

If the accused is an European British subject, he may claim that 
the majority of the jury shall be Europeans or Americans. If the 
accused is an Indian British subject, he may claim that the majority 
of the jury shall consist of Indians. If he is an European not being a 
British subject , or an American, he may claim that a majority of the 
jury shall consist of Europeans or Americans and this will be allowed 
only where it is 'practicable . 

In trials with the aid of assessors — 

If the accused is an European British subject, he may claim that 
all the assessors should be Europeans or Americans. If he is an Indian 
British subject, he may claim that all the assessors should be Indians. 
If he is an European not being a British subject or an American, he 
may claim that all the assessors shall be Europeans or Americans and 
this will be allowed where it is practicable to do so. 

The claim to be tried as an European or Indian British subject 
mentioned in Ss. 528A and 528B is a different and distinct one from 
the claim to be tried by a majority of European or Indian jury as 
mentioned in this section, though it can only be put forward by a 
person who has, in the language of the section, been found under the 
provisions of the Code to be an European or an Indian British subject. 2 

A claim to be tried under this section can validly be made 
whether the complainant and the accused are both European or Indian 
British subjects, or one is an European and the other an Indian 
British subject. 3 

2. Right to be tried by majority o£ jurors of the nationality 
of the accused. — Under the High Court Criminal Procedure Act, 
1875, a person who was not an European British subject was not 
entitled to be tried by a jury consisting of a majority of persons who 
were neither Europeans nor Americans. 1 Such a right was first 
recognised by the Code of 1882. There is, however, no provision that 
the jurors should be co-religionists with the accused. 3 

3. Privileges of Europeans other than British subjects. — 
Europeans other than European British subjects or Americans have, 
under sub-s.(2) of this section, a right that a majority of the jury shall. 

Section 275 — Note 1 

1. Sec also (1865) 3 Sutli W R Cr 14 (14), Empress v. John LoTcley. (Case under 
S. 323 of the Code of 1861.) 

2. (*251 AIR 1925 Cal 384 (387) : 51 Cal 980 : 26 Cr.L. J 385, Emperor v.Harendra. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 67(68): 13 Rang 104: 36 Cr.L. J. 595 (FB), Scott v. Emperor . 

Note 2 

1- (’75) 1 Bom 232 (236), "Reg. v. Lain Bhai Gopaldas. 

2. (’65) 1 Suth W R Cr 2 (2), -In re Bharut Chandra Christian. 


Section 273 
Notes 1-3 
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Section 276 


if practicable, consist of persons w T lio are Europeans or Americans: 
and, under S.285A, in the case of trials with the .aid of assessors, all 
the assessors shall, if practicable, be persons who are Europeans or 
Americans. They have no other special privileges . 1 

“Who has been found ..... Indian British subject.” — 

It is not sufficient for the accused to merely assert that he is an 
European or Indian British subject. He should have been found under 
the provisions of this Code to belong to the particular nationality . 1 
•As to such provisions, see Ss. 443, 52SA and 52SB. 

5. “European.” — An “Anglo-Indian” is not an European 
.■within the meaning of this section . 1 


276.* The jurors shall he chosen by lot from 
jurors to be the persons summoned to act as such in 
chosen by lot. such manner as the High Court may 
.from time to time by rule direct : 

Provided that — 

first, pending the issue under this section of rules 
Existing practice for any Court the practice now 

maintained; prevailing in such Court in res- 
pect to the choosing of jurors shall be followed ; 

secondly, in case of a deficiency of persons 
persons not summoned, the number of jurors 

summoned when • t 0 

eligible; required may, with the leave oi 

the Court, be chosen from such other persons 
as may be present ; 

thirdly, in a trial before any High Court in the 
trials before tovrn which is the usual place of 

special jurors. sitting of such High Court — 

(a) if the accused person is charged with 
having committed an offence punishable 
with death, or 

* 1882 : S. 276; 1872 : 240; 1861 : S. 342. 


Note 3 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 13G{147):34 Cr.L.J. 505:29 Nag LB 251, Begov. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudli 4G9 (470) : 28 Oudh Cas 230 : 2G Cri L Jour 1217, F. S. 
. Hay v. Emperor. 

.(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 23 (23) : 22 Sind L R 472 : 29 Cri L Jour 721, Emperor v. 
. Soomar Abdulla. (It is the assertion of the claim which gives jurisdiction to the 
Magistrate to inquire into the matter.) 

Note 5 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 200 (201) : 13 Pat 177 : 35 Cr. L. J. 827, Guthrie v. Emperor. 
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(1) ) if in any other case a Judge of the High 
, Court so directs, 

the jurors shall be chosen from the special jury 
list hereinafter prescribed ; and 

fourthly, in any district for which the Provincial 
Government a has declared that the trial of certain 
offences may be by special jury, the jurors shall, 
in any case in which the Judge so directs, be 
chosen from the special jury list prescribed in 
section 325. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

■ 3. “Shall be chosen by lot from the 
persons summoned to act.” 

1, Legislative changes. — There was no material difference 
between s. 342 of the Code of 1861 and S. 240 of the Code of 1872 
corresponding to this section. 

Difference between the Codes of 1872 and 1882 — 

A proviso corresponding to the proviso first, second and third of 
this section was added in s. 276 of the Code of 1882. 

The w T ords “in such manner as the High Court may from time to 
time by rule direct” were newly added. 

Difference between the Codes of 1882 and 1898 — 

The last paragraph of the proviso was newly added in 1898. 
Amendment in 1928 — 

The words “in the Presidency Towns” were substituted by the words 
“in a trial before any High Court in the town which is the usual 
place of sitting of such High Court,” by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act, xvni of 1923. 

2. Scope of the section. — Section 326 provides that the names 
of those who are to be summoned to act as jurors should be drawn by 
lot from among the whole body of persons who are in the list of jurors. 
This section provides that those again who are to try a particular case 
are to be similarly chosen by lot from among the persons so summoned, 
or, where there is a deficiency, from amongst such other persons as 
might be present in Court. Where a -Judge-fails to obtain a panel in 
this manner, it is his duty to postpone the trial until the requisite 
number of jurors has been obtained in the manner provided by law. 1 

Section 276 — Note 2 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 389 (390) : ILR(1937)2 Cal 482 : 38 Cri L Jour 870, Suba 
v. Emperor. (Deficiency can be made up from persons actually present whom 
Judge considers suitable — If he is unable to do this, the only course is to post- 
pone the trial and summon another jury.) 

(’03) 7 Cal W N 188 (191, 192), Brojendra Lai SarTcar v. Emperor. 


4. Deficiency of persons — Second 

proviso. 

5. Special jury. 

6. Defect in selecting jurors by lot. 

7. High Court rules os to balloting. 


Section 276 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 276 
. Note 2 


The object of these provisions is to secure an impartial trial by rendering 
impossible any intentional selection of jurors to try a particular case 
and an accused person has a right to claim to be tried by a jury chosen 
with strict regard to all the safeguards provided therein to secure perfect 
impartiality . 10 

This section and the following ss. 277, 278 and 279 must be read 
together as prescribing the procedure for empanelling jurors , 2 the 
former, with all its provisos, being a general section dealing with the 
general nature of the procedure, the details of that procedure being 
given in the latter . 3 The procedure to be adopted is as follows : In 
the first instance a ballot should be taken from among the persons 
summoned under S. 326, 4 without any preliminary enquiry as to how 
many of them are present i. e., the names of the persons summoned 
should be drawn from the box, one by one, each after another, and 
called aloud as each is drawn and the accused asked whether he has 
any objection to such juror. If he objects, the objection should be 
decided and the juror either retained or rejected as the case may be. 
When all the names have been so drawn and a n um ber of persons have 
answered to their names and accepted without objection, a deficiency 
in the number of persons required, if any, will become manifest. The 
deficiency will be the number by which the number of persons 
answering their names and empanelled falls short of the number of 
persons of which the jury should consist. At this stage, the second 
proviso to the section begins to operate and the Court has to exercise 
a discretion whether to allow’' persons to be chosen from among those 
present in Court in sufficient number to supply the deficiency, ' or 
whether to adjourn the case for a fresh jury to be summoned. If the 
Court decides to choose from among the persons present, the accused 
should be asked, as each such person is chosen, whether he objects to 
him and after deciding the objection should proceed to choose other 
persons present in the same manner until the deficiency is made up . 5 

A jury not empanelled in accordance with these principles is not 
one constituted in accordance with the law . 0 

la. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 787 (790) : 28 CriL Jour8S9, Rosonali y. Emperor. (Over- 
ruled on another point by AIR 1928 Cal 83 (FB).) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 537 (539) : 12 Ind Cas 513 (Oudh), Makbul Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Procedure prescribed by S. 276 is imperative and it must be followed.) 

See also S. 279 Note 2 and S. 326 Note 5. 

2 . (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 793 (794) : 58 Cal 1272 : 33 Cr. L. J. 129, Sahcbali Sheikh 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (946) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cri L Jour 668, Lala v. Emperor. 

3 . (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (87) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cri L Jour 437 (FB), Kedarnath 
v. Emperor. (Per Mukerji, J.) 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 154 (155) : 30 Cri L Jour 384, Ram Adhin v. Emperor 

5 . (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (So, 86) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 CriL Jour 437 (FB), Kedarnath ' 
v. Emperor. (AIR 1927 Cal 242 and AIR 1927 Cal 787, overruled.) 

See also S. 279 Note 4. 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 1 (3) : 7 Pat 61 : 28 Cr.L.J. 8S1(SB), Akbar Ali v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 593 (595) : 54 Cal 1026 : 2S Cri L Jour 615, Rahamat Sheikh 

v. Emperor. (But so far as the decision says that the choosing by lot applies only 
where more than the required number are present, it must be deemed to be 
overruled by AIR 1928 Cal 83 (FB).) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 92 (93) : 30 Cri L Jour 484, Intas klandal v. Emperor. 
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3. “Shall be chosen by lot from the persons summoned to 
act.” — Sub-s.(2) of s. 279 indicates that the manner of choosing by lot 
provided by this section applies only to jurors attending in obedience 
4o summons and not to persons selected from those present in Court. 1 

It is desirable, if not necessary, that the Judge should, where all 
the jurors have been chosen by lot, specifically state that they have 
been so chosen by lot. 2 Where one of the jurors was a person who was 
not entitled to sit on the jury, having not been summoned, it was held 
that the Court was not properly constituted. 3 

Where, out of the persons summoned the Court asked those who 
knew English to sit apart and from out of such persons chose the 
number required by lot, and this procedure was consented to by the 
Public Prosecutor and by the counsel for the accused in view of the fact 
that there were in the case certain documents in English and identity 
of hand-writing was a fact in issue, it was held that the choosing 
having been done by lot the action of the Court in making the choice 
from amongst those who knew English was well within its inherent 
powers of ensuring a fair trial. 4 

5. Deficiency of persons— Second proviso. — The word “juror" 
in the second proviso to the section is a general term meaning both special 
■and common jurors and, therefore, the procedure provided therein for 
making up any deficiency in the number of persons summoned applies 
both to common as well as to special jurors called under the third and 
fourth provisos to the section. 1 Thus, where eighteen special jurors were 
■summoned but only five were present, it was held that it was open to 
the Judge to supplement the five special jurors with persons who 
happened to be present though they were not in the special jury list. 2 

Where the jury, at the end of the ballot, were found to be four 
short and four gentlemen fit to be jurors were chosen from among the 
by-standers, it was held that the procedure adopted was correct. 3 

As has been seen in Note 2 above, the Court has a discretion 
in case of a deficiency in the number of persons summoned, either to 


Note 3 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 1 (2) : 28 Cri L Jour 881 : 7 Pat 61, Akbar Alix. Emperor. 
•(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 770 (771) : 18 Cri L Jour 15 (16), In re Anipe Palladu. (Dis- 
senting from 33 All 385.) 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 798(799) : 26Cr,L.J. 819, Government of Bengal x. MuchuKhan. 
[See alse (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (86) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cr.L.J. 437 (FB), Kcdarnath 
x. Emperor.'] 

See also S. 279 Note 4. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 117 (117) : 28 Cri L Jour 177, Sonia Koshli x. Emperor. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 820 (820) : 28 Cri L Jour 874, Emperor x. Irfan. (The 
High Court did not, however, order a retrial as the verdict was in accordance 
with the facts of the case.) 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 437 (440) : 32 Cri L Jour 455, Mohiuddin x. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 793(794, 795):58 Cal 1272:33 Cr.L.J. 129, Sahcbali v. Emperor. 

• (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 638 (689) : 60 Cal 725 : 3.4 Cr.L.J. 1098, Manir Sheikh x. Emperor. 

[ See (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shewaram x. Emperor.] 

2. (’33)A1R 1933Cal638(689):60,Cal 725:34 Cr.L.J.1098, Manir Sheikh v. Emperor. 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 178 (179) : 32 Cr. L. J. 190 (FB), Emperor x. Panchu. 
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choose the number of jurors required from among those present and 
proceed with the trial, or to adjourn the trial . 4 But the persons from 
amongst whom , the deficiency is made up must he present in Court. 
Persons who are not present in Court cannot be sent for, for the 
purpose of being called as jurors and then chosen. A trial with a jury 
consisting of persons so chosen is not a trial by a jury empanelled 
•according to law . 5 

A person is present within the meaning of the section if he is in the 
precincts of the Court building either because he has been summoned 
for other cases or by mere chance. It is not necessary that he should 
be present within the four w 7 alls of the actual court- room in which 
the proceedings are being conducted. The intention of the Legislature 
is only to prevent the summoning of the individuals from the locality 
where a deficiency occurs in the number of persons summoned . 0 

There is no provision in the Code by which the Court is to 
ascertain beforehand how many of the persons summoned to serve as 
jurors have attended and thus to determine the .deficiency which has 
to be supplied. The stage at which it should be ascertained whether 
the persons summoned have attended or not is not reached until their 
names are called out for the purpose of empanelling a jury . 7 

The deficiency mentioned in the proviso refers to the deficiency in 
the number required to make up the quorum under S. 274 and not to 
the deficiency in the minimum number required for drawing lots . 6 

The word “chosen” in the proviso simply means “selected” and 
not “chosen by lot .” 9 

5. Special jury. — Provisos 3 and 4 deal with cases in which a 
special jury may be summoned . 1 A special juror is a person whose 
name has been entered in a special list of persons prepared under ss. 313 
and 325, such persons having been selected by reason of their possessing 
superior qualifications in respect of property, character or education 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (86) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cr. L. J. 437 (FB), Eedarnath v. 
Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 17S (179) : 32 Cr. L. J. 190 (FB), Emperor v. Panchu Sheikh. 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shewaram v. Emperor. (The actual presence of the potential juror in the Court 
is the condition of his eligibility — The fact that the person subsequently sum- 
moned may be on the special jury list is no substitute for the fact that he was 
not present.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 389 (390) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 482 : 3S Cr. L. J. 870, Suba v. 
Emperor. (Court cannot summon jurors from town and fill up deficiency from 
amongst them.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 728 (729) ; 56 Cal 835 : 31 Cr. L. J. 281, Abedali v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 551 (552) : 30 Cr. L. J. 120, Md. Sagirruddin v. Emperor. 
(’29) 30 Cr. L. J. 136 (137) : 113 Ind Cas 328 (Cal), Sadarat v. Emperor. 

6. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 536 (537) : 59 Cal 1123 : 33 Cr.L.J. 694, Israilv. Emperor. 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, Shewa- 
ram v. Emperor. (A deficiency is only apparent after names of all those 
summoned and present have been exhausted by chances of lottery and challenge.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (946) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cri L Jour 668, Lala v. Emperor. 

8. (’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (946, 947) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cr.L.J. 668, Lalav. Emperor. 

9. (’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (947) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cr. L. J. 668, Lala v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 770 (771) : 18 Cri L Jour 15, In re Anipe Palladu. 

Note 5 

1. (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 2S1 (297) : 10 Bom LR848, Emperor v. BalGangadhar Tilalc. 
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which make them fit to serve as special jurors. Where the accused is 
charged with an offence punishable with death, a trial before the High 
Court should invariably be by a special jury. In other trials before 
the High Court if the Judge so directs the jurors may he chosen from 
the special jury list. In the undermentioned case 2 in which the accused 
was charged with an offence under S. 124A of the Penal Code, the High 
Court allowed a special jury. ' 

The Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court (now the Chief Court of 
Sind) is a High Court within the meaning of proviso 3 to this section, 
and a Judge of that Court, exercising jurisdiction as a Sessions Court, 
has power to direct a special jury to he empanelled under clause (b) of 
the proviso. 3 

The word ‘chosen’ in provisos 3 and 4 means “chosen by lot” as 
in the substantive part of the section. 4 

6. Defect in selecting jurors by lot. — There is a conflict 
of opinion on the question whether a defect or irregularity in the 
constitution of the jury, as for example, in not selecting jurymen by 
lot, is one curable by the application of s. 537. On the one hand, it has 
been held by the High Courts of Madras, 1 Nagpur 2 and Patna 3 and the. 
Chief Court of Oudh 4 that it is curable under S. 537. On the other 
hand, the High Courts of Allahabad 5 and Calcutta 6 and the Judicial 
Commissioner’s Court of Sind 7 8 have taken a contrary view on the 
ground that an irregularity in the constitution of the jury affects the 
constitution of the Court and its competence. It is submitted that 
the latter view is preferable. 

It has been held that an objection as to the constitution of the 
jury under s. 274® or as to any defect or irregularity in the constitution. 


2. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 74 (74) : 29 Cri L Jour 411, Emperor v. Phillip Spratt. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (218) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shetvaram v. Emperor. (Reference to S. 276 in S. 266 is to the substantive part 
of S. 276 and not to the provisos.) 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219) : 4l Gri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shewaram v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’17) Am 1917 Mad 770 (771) : 18 Cri L Jour 15, In re Anipc Palladu. 

2. (’.27) Am 1927 Nag 117 (117) : 28 Cri L Jour 177, Sonia Eoshti v. Emperor. 

3. (’28) Am 1928 Pat 1 (2) : 28 Cr. L. J. 881 : 7 Pat 61, Akbar Ali v. Emperor . 
[But -see (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 31 (34) : 28 Cri L Jour 843 : 7 Pat 50, Tajali Mian v. 

Emperor .] 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 154 (155) :'30 Cri L Jour 384, Bam Adhin v. Emperor. 

5. ('ll) 33 All 385 (387) : 9 I. C. 278 : 12 Cri L Jour 46, Bradshaw v. Emperor. 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 389 (390) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 482 : 38 Or. L. J. 870, Suba 
v. Emperor. (High Court in appeal ordered retrial.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 242 (243) : 28 Cri L Jour 194, Bholanath v. Emperor. (Over- 
ruled on another point in AIR 1928 Cal 83 (FB).) 

[See (’29) Am 1929 Cal 728 (729) : 56 Cal 835 : 31 Cri L Jour 281, Emperor v. 
Abedali Fakir. (Retrial was ordered.)] 

[But see (’82) 8 Cal 739 (742) : 12 Cal L R 233, Empress v. Jhubboo Mahlon. ] 

7. (’39) Am 1939 Sind 209 (220) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shewaram v. Emperor. 

8. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 750 (751) : 33 Cri L Jour 869, Superintendent and Be - 
mcmbrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Ajit Munshi. 

(’30) Am 1930 Cal 291 (291) : 57 Cal 1062, Superintendent and Bemembrancer 
of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Bhajoo Majhi. 
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’.Section 276 
Notes 6-7 


Section 277 


Section 278 


of the jury under this section 0 cannot he taken for the first time in 
appeal. It is submitted that this view is open to criticism. If the 
objection is one which affects the very constitution of the Court, it 
must be one affecting the jurisdiction of the Court itself, and, under 
general principles of law, can be raised at any time . 9 10 

7. High Court rules as to balloting. — See the undermentioned case. 1 


277.* (1) As each juror is chosen, his name 
Names of jurors shall he called aloud, and upon Ms 
to be called. appearance, the accused shall he asked 
if he objects to be tried by such juror. 

(2) Objection may then be taken to such juror 
Objection to jurors, by the accused or by the prosecutor, 
and the grounds of objection shall be stated : 

Provided that, in the High Court, objections 
Objection without without grounds stated shall be 
grounds stated. allowed to the number of eight on 
behalf of the Crown and eight on behalf of the person 
or all the persons charged. 

1. Legislative changes (omitted) 

2. Scope of the section. — The names of the jurors chosen 
should be called out and the objection of the accused to such persons 
taken. The Court cannot, before the names are so called, send away 
the persons summoned, merely on their ’ own representation that they 
were relations of the accused . 1 

3. Failure to object — Effect of. — See Note 4 to Section 278. 

4. Defect in choosing jury. — See Note G to Section 276, 


278.1' Any objection taken to a juror on any of 
Grounds of the following grounds, if made out to the 
objection, satisfaction of the Court, shall be allowed:' — 
(a) some presumed or actual partiality in the 
juror ; 

* 1882 : S. 277; 1872 : S. 243; 1861 : S. 343. 

| 1882 : S. 278; 1872 : Ss. 244, 245, 405; 1861 : Ss. 334, 344, 345. 


9. d’28) AIR 1928 Pat 1 (2) : 28 Cr. L. J. 881 : 7 Pat Gl, AJcbar Ali v. Emperor. 
{'11) AIR 1917 Mad 770 (771) : 18 Ori L Jour 15, In re Anipe Palladu. 

10. See (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 92 (93) : 30 Cr.L.J. 484, Intaz Vandal v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’76) 1 Bom 462 (4G5), Beg. v. Vithal Das. (Case under S. 33 of Act X of 1875.) 

Section 277 — Note 2 

1. (’02-03) 7 Cal W N 188 (191, 192), Brojcndra Lai Sirkar v. Emperor. (Dis- 
regard of the provisions of this section is not a mere irregularity curable by 

S. 537, Cr. Pro. Code.) 
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(1) ) some personal ground, such as alienage, 
deficiency in the qualification required by 
any law or rule having the force of law for 
the time being in force, or being under the 
i age of twenty-one or above the age of sixty 
years ; 

(c) his having by habit or religious vows 
relinquished all care of worldly affairs; 

(cl) his holding any office in or under the Court ; 

(e) his executing any duties of police or being 

entrusted with police-duties ; 

(f) his having been convicted of any offence 

which, in the opinion of the Court, renders 
him unfit to serve on the jury ; 

(g) his inability to understand the language in 
which the evidence is given, or when such 
evidence is interpreted the language in 
which it is interpreted ; 

(h) any other circumstance winch, in the 
opinion of the Court, renders him improper 
as a juror. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Objection as to partiality — Clause (a). 

3. Inability to understand language — Clause (g). 

4. Failure to object — Effect of. 

1. Legislative changes ( omitted ) 

2. Objection as to partiality — Clause (a). — Where a juror 
who was the head-master of a school of one X, was alleged to be an 
acquaintance of the Public Prosecutor who was alleged to be the 
retained pleader of the estate of the said X, the accused himself having 
nothing to do with X, it was held that, that fact was not a valid 
ground of objection within the meaning of this section . 1 But where it 
appeared that there was litigation pending between the accused’s 
master and another person whose agent the juror was, it was held that 
the facts gave a ground for presumed partiality in the juror . 2 

3. Inability to understand language— Clause (g). — Inability 
to understand the language in which the evidence is given or when 
such evidence is interpreted, the language in which it is interpreted, is 
a valid ground of objection. The effect of the incompetence of the 

Section 278 — Note 2 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 729 (730) : 2G Cri L .Tour 1009, Jessarat v. Emperor. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 31 (32):7 Pat 50:28 Cr. L. J. 843, Tajali Mian v. Emperor. 
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Section 278 
Notes 3-4 


Section 279 


juror on this ground is to deny to the accused an essential part of the 
protection accorded to him by law. 1 See also S. 297 Note 1C. 

4. Failure to object — Effect of. — The objection to each juror- 
must be raised upon his appearance in obedience to the call made 
under S. 277. A failure to object to a juror at that time would amount 
to a waiver 1 and if the trial proceeds the constitution of the jury 
cannot be assailed later on . 2 

In JRas Beliari Lai v. Emperor, 2 ' a juror had been empanelled 
and joined in a verdict of guilty who could not understand the language 
in which the evidence was given. Such inability was unknown to the 
accused until after the event. In these circumstances, their Lordships 
of the Privy Council held that there was a grave injustice or a “ scandal 
and perversion of justice.” Accordingly, the conviction was set aside 
and the Crown was left to take such course as to a new trial as the law 
would allow. In Alexander Kennedy v. The King,' 1 an objection was 
raised to certain members of the jury on the ground of actual or 
presumed partiality; but the objection was not raised at the time 
when the jury was empanelled because the accused was not aware of 
the facts at that time. It was contended on the authority of Has 
Behari Lai’s case that in such cases, the objection should be given 
effect to and that the conviction should be quashed. This contention 
was rejected by the Privy Council which observed as follows : 

“Tlieir Lordships see nothing in that decision (Has Behari Lai's case) 
to warrant the wide proposition contended for that in every case in which there 
was material for a successful challenge and it was not made for excusable reasons 
an adverse verdict should be set aside.” 


2.7 Q.* (1) Every objection taken to a juror 
Decision of shall be decided by the Court, and such 
objection. decision shall be recorded and be final. 

(2) If the objection is allowed, the ifiace of sueh 
. Su p ply plac , e of juror shall be supplied by any other 

juror against whom , 1 1 " *» 

objection allowed. juror attending in obedience to a 
summons and chosen in manner provided by section 
276, or if there is no such other juror present, then by 

* 1882 : S. 279; 1872 ; S. 243; 1861 : S. 342. 

Note 3 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 P C 108 (113) : 38 Or. L. J. 503 (PC), Alexander v. The Zing. 
(’33) AIR 1933 P C 208 (209) : 34 Cri L Jour 843 (844) : 12 Pat 811 : GO Ind App 

354 (PC), Bas Behari Lai v. Emperor. (In this case one of the jurors did not 
know sufficient English to follow the address of the lawyers and Judge’s charge 
or the English evidence — Held there was miscarriage of justice.) 

Note 4 

■ 1. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 770 (770, 771):1S Cr.L.J. 15(15, 1G), In re Anipc Palladu. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 31 (32): 33 Cr. L. J. 280, Girdhariji v. Jitendra Mohan, 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 1 (G): 30 Cri L Jour 494, Bazlur Baliman v. Emperor. 

(1900) 2 Weir 515 (51G), In re Komali V iswasam. 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 P C 208 (211): 34 Cri L Jour 843: 12 Pat 811: GO I A 354 (PC). 
(Reversing AIR 1932 Pat 302.) 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 P C 108 (113): 38 Cri L Jour 503 (PC). 
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any other person present in the Court whose name is 
on the list of jurors, or whom the Court considers a 
proper person to serve on the jury : 

Provided that no objection to such juror or other 
person is taken under section 278 and allowed. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

• 2. Scope and object of the section. 

3, Objection to a juror — Decision on. 

4. Procedure on allowing objection to 

juror — Sub-section (2). 

1. Legislative changes. — The word “recorded” in sub-s. ( 1 ) 
of. the section was not present in the Code of 1861 or of 1812. It was 
introduced in section 279 of the Code of 1882 . 

... 2. Scope and object of the section. — As has been seen in 
'the Notes to S. 276, the object of Ss. 27C to 279 is to secure an impartial 
trial by rendering impossible any intentional selection of jurors to try 
a particular case. 1 

Section 276 is a general section dealing with the general nature 
of the procedure. The details of that procedure are given in Ss. 277 to 
279. 2 Sub-section (2) of this section deals with a case where there is 
no effective lot owing to absence or objection or both and it provides 
how the number is to be completed . 3 It contemplates the possibility 
of a person not in the jury list being chosen to serve on the jury in 
case of emergency . 4 

3. Objection to a juror — Decision on. — Every objection 
taken to a juror must be decided by the Court and it should make 
a record of such decision . 1 Where an objection, on any of the 
grounds (a) to (g) of section 278 is made out to the satisfaction of the 
Court, it “shall” be allowed. An objection on the ground of any other 
circumstance will be allowed only when, in the opinion of the Court, 
such circumstance renders the juror improper to act as such . 2 The 
Court has a wide discretion in the matter of accepting or overruling 


Section 279 — Note 2 

I. (’03) 7 Cal W N 188 (192), Brojendra Lai Sarlcar v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 787 (790) : 28 Cri L Jour 889, Bosonali v. Emperor. 

See also S. 276 Note 2 and S. 326 Note 5. 

.2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (87) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cri L Jour 437 (FB), Kedarnath 
Mahto v. Emperor. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 1 (2, 6) : 7 Pat 61 : 28 Cr.L. J.881, Akbar Ali v. Emperor. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 798 (799) : 26 Cr.L.J. 819, Govt, of Bengal v. Muchu Khan. 

Note 3 

1. (1865) 3 Sutli W R Cr Cir 1 (1). (The name of objector and nature of objection 
also should be recorded.) 

2. (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 56 (56), Empress v. Krishnochuran. (Objection under 
cl. 3 of S. 344 of the Code of 1861.) 

(’81) 7 Cal 42 (46) : 8 CalLR 273, In the matter of Rocliia Mohato. (Being a clerk 
in magistrate’s office — No disqualification for sitting as a juror.) 
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Section 279 
Notes 3-$ 


Seotion 280 


objections and, in this respect, its decision is final . 3 Thus, where on 
objection being taken as to the presumed or actual partiality in a 
juror, the Court decides that no such partiality has been made out, 
that decision is absolutely final and cannot be challenged in appeal . 4 
If, however, the Court finds that such partiality has been made out, 
but in spite of that finding the Court overrules the objection, the 
decision may, according to the undermentioned case , 5 perhaps be 
challenged in appeal. 

3-. Procedure on allowing objection to juror — Sub- 
section (2). — Where an objection to a juror is allowed, his place 
should be supplied by any other juror attending in obedience to a 
summons and chosen in the manner provided by S. 27G, i. e., by lot. 
If no such juror is present, his place should be supplied by any other 
person present in Court whose name is on the jury list, or whom thd 
Court considers a proper person to serve on the jury subject to a 
successful objection as stated in the proviso. 1 This latter selection 
need not, as has been seen in the Notes to s. 27G, be by lot-, 2 though 
it must only be from among the persons present. 2 * A requisition of 
persons from outside for the purpose of choosing jurors is not legal. 3 
See also Notes to section 27G. 


280 .* ( 1 ) When the jurors 
have been chosen, they shall appoint 
one of their number to be foreman. 


Foreman of jury. 


* 1882 : S. 280; 1872 : S. 246; 1861 : S. 346. 


3. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 328 (334) : ILR (1938) Nag 516 : 39 Cr. L Jour 818, In rc 
Surajpahingh. (An objection that a juror is not an European British subject is 
an objection under S. 278, Cr. P. C., either under cl. (6) or cl. (h) and the decision 
of the Sessions Judge on the point is final under S. 279 (1).) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 798 (799) ; 2G Cr. L. J. 819 ,Govi. of Bengal v. M-nchu Elian. 
(’02) 7 Cal "W N 188 (190), Brojcndra Lai Sarhar v. Emperor. 

4. (’40) AIR- 1940 Cal 277 (279) : ILR (1940) 1 Cal 531 : 41 Cr. L. J. 719, Taivar 
Bakht v. Emperor. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 277 (279) : ILR (1940) 1 Cal 531 : 41 Cr. L. J. 719, Tamar 
Bakht v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (85) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cr.L.J.487 (FB), Kcdarnath Mahto 
v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 328 (334): ILR (1938) Nag 516: 39Cr.L.J.818, In rcSurajpal 
Singh. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 728 (729): 56 Cal 835: 31 Cr.L. J. 2S1, .4bcdaHFn7rirv. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 787 (790, 791) : 28 Cri L Jour 889, Bosonali v. Emperor. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 593 (596) : 54 Cal 1026 : 28 Cr. L. J. 615, Bahamat Sheikh 
v. Emperor. (AIR 1925 Cal 798, relied on.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 787 (791) : 28 Cri L Jour 889, Bosonali v. Emperor. (Overruled 
on anothor point by A I R 1928 Cal 83 (FB).) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (85, 87) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cri L Jour 437 (FB), Kcdarnath 
Mahto v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 770 (771) : 18 Cri L Jour 15 (16), In rc Anipe Palladu. 

2a. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219, 220) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : ILR (1940) Ear 249, 
Sheiuaram\. Emperor. (Sub-s. (2) especially provides for the selection of a person 
on the jury list not summoned but present.) 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 728 (729) : 56 Cal 835 : 31 Cri L Jour 281, Abed Ali Fakir 
v. Emperor. (Retrial ordered where person in special jury list was requisitioned.) 
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(2) The foreman shall preside in the debates of 
the jury, deliver the verdict of the jury, and ask any 
information from the Court that is required by the 
jury or any of the jurors. 

(3) If a majority of the jury do not, within such 
time as the Judge thinks reasonable, agree in the 
appointment of a foreman, he shall be appointed by 
the Court. 

1. Legislative changes (omitted) 

2. Foreman — To deliver the verdict of the jury. — Where, 
in a trial by jury, some of the accused were acquitted and some 
convicted and it was found that the foreman of the jury had taken a 
bribe in connexion with the same trial, it was held that the verdict of 
the jury could not be sustained and that the conviction should be 
set aside. 1 


281 ,* When the foreman has been appointed, 
Swearing of jurors. the jurors shall be sworn under 
the Indian Oaths Act, 1873. 

1. Legislative changes. — There was no provision for swearing 
the jury in the Code of 1861 or of 1872. 1 It was first introduced in the 
Code of 1832. 

2. Indian Oaths Act, 1873 — Omission of jury to be sworn. 

— Section 5, clause (c) of the Oaths Act, 1878, enacts that oaths and 
affirmations shall he made by jurors. But an omission on the part of a 
juror to do so would not invalidate the proceedings. 1 See s. 13 of that Act. 

3. Form of oath. — The form of oath is prescribed by the several 
High Courts under S. 7 of the Oaths Act, 1873. 


282.t (i) If, in the course of a trial by jury at 
Procedure when any time before the return of the 
tend, etc. verdict, any juror, from any sufficient 

cause, is prevented from attending throughout the 
trial, or if any juror absents himself and it is not 

* 1882 sS. 281; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 
f 1882 : S. 282; 1872 : S. 254; 1861 : S. 350. 

Section 280 — Note 2 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 639(640):60 Cal 751:34 Cr.L.J. 1072, Hafez Molla v. Emperor. 

Section 281 — Note 1 

1. (1864)J5 Bom H C R Cr Cas 56 (57), Beg v. Lakshman Ramchandra. 

Note 2 

1. (’73) 20 Sutli W R Cr 19 (20), Queen v. Bamsodoy Ghuckerbutty. 


Section 280' 
Notes 1-2 


Section 281 


Section 282r- 
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Section 282 practicable to enforce bis attendance, or if it appears 

Notes 1-2 that any juror is unable to understand the language 

in which the evidence is given or, when such evidence 
is interpreted, the language in which it is interpreted, 
a new juror shall be added,, or- the jury shall be 
discharged and a new jury chosen. 

( 2) In each of such cases the trial shall commence 
anew. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

la. Scope of the section. 

2. Inherent power of Court to discharge jury. 

3. “Is prevented from attending throughout the trial.” 

4. “The trial shall commence anew.” 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Postponement or discharge of jury — Discretion. See Note 3. 

“Sufficient cause” — 

Misconduct of jury. See Note 2. 

• : • Non-appearance of witness. See Note 2. 

Subsequent discovery of deafness or dumbness of juror. See Note 4. ' 
Expression of views beforehand. See Note 2. 

4. Legislative changes. — The provision as to the adding of a 
new juror when “any juror is unable to understand the language in 
which the evidence is given or, when such evidence is interpreted, the 
language in which it is interpreted” did not exist in the corresponding 
sections of the Codes of 1SG1 and 1872 but was newly added in the Code 
•of 1S82. 

la. Scope of the section. — This section is limited to cases 
where a jury has been properly empanelled at the outset and one or 
more of the casualties which are bound to occur sometimes in human 
lives has in fact occurred. Sub-s.(2) of this section also contemplates 
the addition of a juror after the trial of the case has begun and not 
before. 1 

2. Inherent power of Court to discharg'e jury. — The Code 
provides for the discharge of the jury only in the following cases : 

1. Under this section when in the course of the trial a juror is absent, 
or is unable to attend, or does not understand the language of the 
proceedings. 

■2. Under S. 283 when the prisoner becomes incapable of remaining at 
the bar. 

3. Under s. 305 where, in trials before the High Court the Judge 
disagrees with the opinion of the majority of the jury. 

But the said sections are not exhaustive of all the circumstances 
under which a jury may be discharged. In a case which obviously 

Section 282 — Note la 

. 3. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (220): 41 Cr.L.J. 28 : ILR (1940) Kar 249, Shcwaram 

v. Emperor, 
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■demands interference but which is not within those for which the Code Section 282 

specifically provides, the Court has an inherent power to make such Note 2 
order as the ends of justice require. 1 Thus, a Judge may discharge a jury 
on the ground that a juror has misconducted himself during the trial, 2 
or on the ground that the judge finds reason for doubting the impar- 
tiality of the jury. 2 ® The power should not however be exercised lightly 
nor until the Judge has satisfied himself by judicial inquiry that 
reasonable grounds exist for exercising such a right. 3 But the Judge is 
not hound to hold an inquiry whenever a juror is alleged to have 
misconducted himself. The question whether the Judge should or 
■should not hold an inquiry is a matter within his discretion. 311 The 
•Judge has undoubted jurisdiction for the purposes of such inquiry to 
•call upon persons to appear before him, to administer oath to them and 
to require them to give evidence. 4 A juror may be guilty of misconduct 
where he is found talking to the Court Inspector when the case is called 
■on for hearing, 6 or where during the progress of the trial he talks to 
persons connected with the accused or discusses the case which is being 
tried before him. 0 A mere expression of opinion to a friend in a private 

Note 2 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 724 (724,725): 50 Cal 872: 24 Cr.L.J. 677, Rahim x. Emperor. 

■(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 3G9 (371, 372): 16 Pat 8: 38 Cr.L.J. 777, Bipat Gope v. Emperor. 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 729 (731) : 26 Cri L Jour 1009, Jcssaral v. Emperor. (Casual 
remark byjurorthat lie had already formed an opinion is no ground for discharge.) 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 343 (345) : 56 Cal 1032 : 31 Cri L Jour 366, Abdur Rashid v. 

Emperor. (Suspicion in the mind of Public Prosecutor against some of the jurors 
is no ground for discharge.) 

:2. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 724 (724): 50 Cal 872: 24 Cri L Jour 677 .Rahim Sheikh v. 

King-Emperor. (Jury may be discharged on the ground of necessity also.) 

•(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 369 (371): 16 Pat 8: 38 Cr.L.J. 777, Bipat Gope v. Emperor. 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 323(326|:51 Cal 418:25 Cr.L.J.776, Mamfru v. Emperor. [Obiter.) 

■(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 428(429): 61 Cal 49S:35 Cr.L.J. 941, NaganKundu v. Emperor. 

(There is inherent power to discharge for other similar sufficient cause also.) 

2a. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 369 (372) : 16 Pat 8 : 38 Cri L Jour 777, Bipat Gope v. 

Emperor. (Inherent power of Sessions Judge to discharge jury is not confined to 
cases of misconduct only.) 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 724 (724) : 50 Cal 872: 24 Cr. L. J. 677, Rahim Sheikh v. 

King-Emperor. 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 323 (327): 51 Cal 418: 25 Cr. L. J. 776, Mamfru v. Emperor. 

(Misconduct must be established by what is regarded as evidence in the eye of 
the law.) 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 343 (345): 56 Cal 1032: 31 Cr.L.J. 366, AbdurRashid v. Emperor. 

[ See also (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 729 (731): 26 Cri L Jour 1009, Jessarat v. Emperor. 

(No reasonable grounds proved — Court refused to discharge jury.)] 

3a. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 268 (269) : 37 Cri L Jour 749 : 12 Luck 170, Bindcshi 
v. Emperor. (Vague allegations against juror unsupported by affidavit — Contents 
of application making allegations found not true — Refusal to hold inquiry —Held, 

Judge exercised proper discretion in refusing inquiry.) 

-4. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 628 (629): 55 Cal 279: 28 Cr.L.J. 783, Bhuban v. Emperor. 

5. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (58) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cri L Jour 435, Rebali Mohan v. 

Emperor. (Foreman of the jury.) 

-6. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 628 (629): 55 Cal 279: 28 Cr.L.J. 783, Bhubanv. Emperor. 

•(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 631 (631) : 22 Cr.L.J. 510, Emperor v. Nazar Ali Beg. (Juror 
expressing outside the Court his opinion as to the guilt of the accused before the 
defence had been heard in full and before the case had been summed up to the 
jury — De novo trial before fresh jury ordered.) 

[See (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 268 (269) : 37'Cri L Jour 749 : 12 Luck 170, Bindeshi 
v. Emperor. (If a juror expresses his opinion clearly regarding the guilt or 
innocence of an accused person before the charge to the jury has been delivered 
the Sessions Judge will be well advised in discharging the jury and holding a 
fresh trial with a fresh jury.)] ■ 


2Cr,102. 
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Section 282 
Notes 2-5 


conversation will not, however, be a ground for discharging the jury. 7 
Nor can the jury he discharged merely because a witness for the defence 
does not attend and a postponement of the case is asked for. 8 

Where the foreman of the jury gave out the verdict in Court after 
the prosecution evidence was over and before the defence evidence was 
let in, it was held in the undermentioned case 9 that the Judge had no 
power to discharge the jury and that he should have proceeded with 
the trial after explaining to the jury their error in not waiting until all 
the evidence was over. In a somewhat similar case in the Calcutta High 
Court, the Advocate-General was allowed to enter a nolle prosequi 
under S. 333 and the difficulty was thus got over. 10 

Where a juror is found guilty of misconduct during trial, the Judge 
is, however, not bound to discharge the whole jury. He may deal with 
the matter on the analogy of this section and add a new juror in place 
of the juror removed by choosing him from among the persons present 
in Court. 11 

A jury can be discharged by the Judge in the exercise of his 
inherent power even after the verdict has been recorded. 12 

Where an order discharging a jury in the exercise of the inherent 
power of a Sessions Judge is found to be unjustified, the only relief that 
the High Court can give is to order a fresh trial before another jury. 13 
See also sections 296 and 300 and Notes thereon. 

3. “Is prevented from attending throughout the trial.” — 

Whether a juror is prevented from attending ilirourjhout the trial 
depends, among other things, on the days during which the trial is 
going to take place, and whether an adjournment should be given for 
any length of time. There is a discretion in the judge whether to 
postpone the trial to a date on which the 'juror should be able to 
attend or to discharge the jury. If the juror is able to attend in a very 
short time it is a wrong exercise of discretion to discharge the jury. 1 

5. “The trial shall commence anew.” — Where a new juror 
is added or the jury is discharged under this section, the trial must 
commence anew and cannot be continued from the stage at which the 
juror or the jury was discharged. Thus, where, after the examination 
of some witnesses in the case a juror was found to be deaf and was 
consequently discharged, and a new juror added, it was held that the 

7. (’32) AIB 1932 Cal 750 (751) : 33 Or. L. J. S69, Superintendent and Bcmcm- 
branccr of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. A jit Munshi. (The opinion was expressed 
at an early stage but was detected and brought to the notice of Court at the end 
of trial.) 

8. (’02) 4 Bom L E 939 (940), In re Putasioami. 

9. (’86) 2 Weir 497 (498), In re Doraiswamy Aiya, (Verdict was returned in reply 
to the question put by the judge and misunderstood by the foreman.) 

10. (’03) 7 Cal W N xxxi (xxxi), Emperor v. Olu Muhammad. 

11. (’29) AIB 1929 Cal 57 (58) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cr. L. J. 435, Rcbati Mohan v. 
Emperor. (None of the summoned jurors was present.) 

12. (’34) AIE 1934 Cal 428 (429) : 61 Cal 498 : 35 Cr. L. J. 941, Nagen Kundu 
v. Emperor. (Eule of English Law followed as embodying a principle of justice.) 

13. (’37) AIE 1937 Pat 369 (371) : 16 Pat8 : 38 Cr.L.J. 777, BipatGopcv. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIE 1927 Cal 199 (199, 200) : 28 Cr. L. J. 141, Emperor v. Monmothanatlu 
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trial should have commenced anew. 1 Similarly, where, in the course 
of a trial, it appears that any juror is unable to understand the 
the language in which evidence is given, or, when such evidence is 
interpreted, the language in which it is interpreted, a now juror 
should be added, or the jury should be discharged and a fresh jury 
empanelled and the trial must commence anew. 2 

Discharge 283.* The Judge may also discharge 

of sTctoessTf the jury whenever the prisoner becomes 
prisoner. incapable of remaining at the bar. 

1. Legislature changes. — This provision of law -was first 
incorporated in the Code of 1872. 

2. Scope of the section. — See Note 2 to Section 282. 


D. — Choosing Assessors. 


284.t When the trial is to he held with the 
Assessors how aid of tisssssors, not less than three an d 7 
chosen. if practicable, four shall he chosen from 

the persons summoned to act as such. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. “Not less than three.” 

3. " And if practicable, four.” 

4. “Shall be chosen,” meaning of. 

5. “From the persons summoned 

to act as such.” 

6. Objections as to assessors. 


7. Procedure when an assessor is 

discovered subsequently to be 
interested in the case. See S. 285 
Note 6. 

8. Power of Appellate Court to 

appoint assessors. 

9. Effect of non-compliance with 

the section. 


Oilier Topics (miscellaneous) 
Commencement of trial with assessors. See Note 4. 
Qualifications of assessors. See Note 4. 

Eecord of reasons for not having four assessors. See Note 3. 


i. Legislative changes. 

1 . The words two or more persons” which occurred in s. 342 of the 

Code of 1861 were omitted in s.239 of the Code of 1872 but were 
re-introduced in s.284 of the Code of 1882. 

2 . Amendment by Act XII of 1923 

(a) The words ‘‘not less than three and if practicable, four” have 

been substituted for the words “two or more.” 

(b) The words as the Judge thinks fit” have been omitted. 

* 1882 :S. 283; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

f Code of 1898, original S. 284. 

Assessors how . When the trial is to be held with the aid of assessors, 
chosen. tw0 or more shall be chosen, as the judge thinks fit, from the 

persons summoned to act as such. 

1882 : S.284; 1872 : S. 239; 1861 : S. 342. 


AIR 1914 All 91 ( 92 ) ; 36 All 481 : 15 CriL Jour 538, Emperor v. Narain. 
(Although in ’'his case statements of witnesses previously examined were read 
over and their admission secured.) 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 60 (62) : 39 Cri L Jour 302, Bam Bdbu v. Emperor. 


Section 282 
Note $ 


Section 288 


Section 28$ 
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Section 284 
Notes 2-5 


2. “Not less than three.” — Under the present section as 
amended in 1923, there should at least he three assessors. Prior to this 
amendment, the minimum number required was two. The section is 
imperative, and where at least the minimum number of assessors 
do not attend, the Court is not properly constituted and has no ■ 
jurisdiction to try the case . 1 

3. “And if practicable, four.” — Where a lesser number of 
assessors than four is chosen the Court should give reasons to explain 
the impracticability of having four. But a trial with three assessors 
without a record of these reasons is not irregular and does not offend 
against the provisions of this section . 1 

4. “ Shall be chosen,” meaning of. — This section, unlike 
S. 27G, does not prescribe that the assessors are to be chosen by lot. In 
fact it does not say that they ought to he chosen in any particular 
manner. It is not the law that the assessors must be chosen by lot. 
The word ‘chosen’ does not necessarily imply that there ought to he a 
selection from a larger number than required for the trial . 1 

A mere choosing of assessors is not enough. They must f unction 
as assessors at the trial. It is only when proceedings are commenced 
at which assessors can give their aid, that the trial with their aid as 
contemplated under S. 2GS and this section can he said to have 
commenced. So where, though the required number of assessors is 
chosen as required by this section, some of them are discharged on 
some ground or other before the trial actually starts, and the same 
goes on with less than the required number of assessors, the require- 
ments of this section are not satisfied. ln 

The selection of the assessors is entirely with the Judge. In 
selecting them regard must he had to the nature of the case, to the 
person who is tried, to the nature of the evidence that is brought 
against him, and to the public feeling. The assessors ought not to be 
pleaders, nor young men fresh from college, devoid of experience. They > 
must he persons of independent condition in life, men of judgment 
and experience . 2 

5. “From the persons summoned to act as such.” — As to 

the summoning of assessors, see Ss. 32G and 327. 

Section 279 empowors the Judge, under special circumstances, to 
choose a person present in Court to act as a juror though he had not 

Section 284 — Note 2 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Outlh 417 (417), Pragi v. Emperor. (Trial with two assessors 
after 1923, held illegal.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 287 (287) : 20 Nag L R 129 : 25 Cri L Jour 459, Jairam v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’01) 25 Bom G94 (G9G) : 3 Bom L R 274, King-Emperor v. Jayram. (Trial witli 
one assessor wlien tlie minimum number required was two.) 

Note 3 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 381 (382) : 26 Cri L Jour 713, Jamal Momim v. Emperor. 
See also Note 9. 

Note 4 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat GO (G2) : 39 Cri L Jour 302, Ram Bahu v. Emperor. 
la. (’91) 15 Bom 514 (515), Queen-Empress v. Bastiano Alexander. 

2. (’75) 23 Sutli W R Cr 35 (39), Empress v. Ram Butt Chowdhry. 
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been summoned as required by S. 276. There is no provision corres- 
ponding to that with regard to the selection of assessors. So. no person 
can be asked to act as an assessor unless he had been summoned under 
Ss. 326 and 327 to act as such 1 and such summons can be issued only to 
persons whose names have been included in the list prepared under 
s. 321. 2 But where on the dato of the trial only three of the assessors 
summoned under S. 326 remain present and a person present in Court 
whose name is on the list of persons qualified to serve as assessors is 
served with a summons to appear and act as such and the Judge 
chooses him as an assessor on the date of the trial, it cannot be said 
that he was not chosen in accordance with law and the trial is not 
contrary to law. 2a Where an assessor summoned to appear on a 
particular day failed to appear on that day but appeared on a subse- 
quent date during the same session when another trial had to 
commence, it was held that he could be selected to act as assessor in 
that trial. 3 

Where the assessors with whose aid the case was tried were chosen 
from the persons summoned to act as jurors, it was held that the trial 
was illegal. 4 

6. Objections as to assessors. — There is no section, corres- 
ponding to s. 278, providing for objections to the selection of any par- 
ticular person as an assessor. It is, however, an elementary principle 
that assessors selected should be above suspicion inasmuch as their 
opinion is of great value both to the Judge who tries the case, and to 
the superior Court. There is no reason therefore why an objection of 
presumed or actual partiality, when it is urged at the time of the 
selection of assessors, should not be allowed. 1 

There is no provision in the case of assessors corresponding to 
S. 2S2 as in the case of jurors. Even if the principle of that section 
applies, the fact that an assessor (who understands the language of the 
Court) does not understand English will not invalidate a trial unless 
there has been a failure to interpret in the court language evidence 
which had been given in English. Similarly, the fact that some docu- 
ments are in English which the assessor is unable to understand will 


Note 5 


1. (’94) 1894 All W N 207 (207), Empress v. Badri. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 664 (654) : 35 All 570 : 21 1. C. 894, Man Singh v. Emperor. 
(Trial with the aid of two assessors, one of whom only was summoned for 
particular sessions is illegal.) 

(’10) 11 Or. L. J. 724 (725) : 13 OudhCas337 :8I. C. 874, KhubSinghv. Emperor. 
(Failure to object to person sitting as assessor when such person’s name is not 
in the assessor’s list is immaterial — Trial is illegal notwithstanding such failure 
to object.) 

(’18) AIK 1918 Pat 420 (420) : 3 Pat L J 141: 19 Cr. L. J.363,Ea?a7^ v. Emperor. 
See also Note 9 and S. 326 Note 4. 

2. (’86) 1886 Eat 304 (304), Queen-Empress v. Govind Bao. 

2a. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 60 (62) : 39 Cri L Jour 302, Bam Bobu v. Emperor. 

3. (’16) AIR 1916 All 54 (56) : 17 Cri L Jour 17 (18), Chutta v. Emperor. 

4. (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 351 (352) : 34 Cri L Jour 1093, Sheopal v. Emperor. 

Note 6 


1. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 116 (119) : 22 Cr. L. J. 262, Shivadhin Singh v. King- 
Emperor. (Objection on the ground of the assessor being a tenant of other party.) 


Section 284 
Notes 5-6 
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Section 285 
Notes 6-9 


Section 2MK 


not go against the competency of the assessor or the lawful constitution 
of the Court . 2 

7. Procedure when an assessor is discovered subsequently to be 

interested in the case. — See Section 285 Note 6. 

8. Power of appellate Court to appoint assessors. — An 

appellate Court has no power to appoint the assessors for the purposes 
of appeal . 1 

9. Effect of non-compliance with the section. — The provi- 
sions of this section are mandatory. So, where a trial commences and 
proceeds with less than minimum number of assessors , 1 or where some 
of the required number of assessors are appointed out of persons not 
summoned to act as such , 2 the Court is not properly constituted and 
the whole trial is illegal. But where an assessor summoned to appear 
on a particular date for the purpose of any particular case, appears only 
on a different date, and a different case is started with him as one of 
the assessors , 3 4 or where only three assessors are chosen without giving 
reasons for not choosing four (after the amendment in 1923), 4 the trial 
is not illegal. 


284A.* (i) In a trial with the aid of assessors 


* Code of 1898 : S. 460. 

In every ease triable by jury or with the aid of assessors, in which an 
j , . . , European (not being a British subject) or an American is the 

Jury jo j ria accuse( j person, or one of the accused persons, not less than half 
of Jhui opcansor number of jurors or assessors shall, if practicable and if such 
Americans. European or American so claims, be Europeans or Americans. 


2. (’38) AIB 1938 Pat 60 (62, 63) : 39 Or. L. J. 302, Bam Babu v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’68) 1868 Pun Be No, 17 Cr, p. 42, Grown v. Syud Alimud. 

See also S. 423 Note 12. 

Note 9 

1. (’24) AIE 1924 Oudh 417 (417), Pragi v. Emperor. (Trial with two assessors 
after i923.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Oudh 110 (110) : 27 Oudh Cas 213 : 26 Or. L. J. 359, Bam Narain 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’01) 25 Bom 694 (696) : 3 Bom L E 274, King-Emperor v. J ayram. (Trial with 
one assessor where minimum number required was two — Irregularity not cured 
by S. 537.) 

(’01) 2 Weir 340 (340) : 24 Mad 523 : 11 M L J 241 , King-Emperor x.Thirumalai 
Beddi. (Trial with only one assessor capable of acting, the other being deaf and 
dumb.) 

(>99) 21 All 106 (107) : 1898 All W N 185, Queen-Empress v. Babu Lai. (Do.) 

(’91) 15 Bom 514 (515), Queen-Empress v. Bastiano Alexander. (Trial with one 
assessor after the other though summoned, has been discharged before the 
commencement of trial.) 

2. (’94) 1894 All W N 207 (207), Queen-Empress v. Badri. (S. 537 held inappli- 
cable to such a case.) 

(’18) AIE 1918 Pat420(420):3PatL J141: 19 Cr.L.J. 363, BalaTc Singh v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 654 (654) : 35 All 570 : 21 1. C. 894, Man Singh v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 724 (725): 13 Oudh Cas 337: 81. C. 874, Khub Singh v. Emperor. 

See also Note 5 and S. 326 Note 4. 

3. (’16) AIE 1916 All 54 (56) : 17 Cr. L. J. 17 (18), Ghutta v. Emperor. 

4. (’25) AIE 1925 Pat 381 (382) : 26 Cr. L. J. 713, Jamal Momim v. Emperor. 

See also Note 3. 
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Assessors for trial of a person who has been found under 
indifn Ur Brfus n h sub^ the provisions of this Code to be an 
jects and others. European or Indian Britisli subject, 
if tbe European or Indian British subject accused, or 
where there are several European British subjects 
accused or several Indian British subjects accused, all 
of them jointly, before the first assessor is chosen so 
require, all the assessors shall, in the case of European 
British subjects, be persons who are Europeans or 
Americans or, in the case of Indian British subjects, 
be Indians. 


(2) In a trial with the aid of assessors of a person 
who has been found under the provisions of this Code 
to be an European (other than an European British 
subject) or an American, all the assessors shall, if 
practicable and if such European or American before 
the first assessor is chosen so requires, be persons who 
are Europeans or Americans. 

This section -was newly inserted by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 
Xn of 1923. 


Section 285.5. 


1. Scope of the section. — See Note 1 to Section 275. 

2. Failure to claim privilege. — See Section 528B. 


285 .* (i), If in the course of a trial with the 
Procedure when assessors, at any time before the 

t SS atte°nd is unable hiding, any assessor is, from any suffi- 
to aUe,> “ cient cause, prevented from attending 

throughout the trial, or absents himself, and it is not 
practicable to enforce his attendance, the trial shall 
proceed with the aid of the other assessor or assessors. 

(2) If all the assessors are prevented from attend- 
ing, or absent themselves, the proceedings shall be 
stayed and a new trial shall be held with the aid of 
fresh assessors. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

3. “Prevented from attending, or 

absent themselves” — Sub- 
section (2). 


4. “Shall proceed with the aid of 

the other assessor or asses- 
sors.” 

5. All assessors absent — Sub-s.(2). 

6. If assessor is an interested person 

— Procedure. 


Section 285 


* 1882 : S. 285; 1872 : S. 259; 1861 : S. 353. 
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Section 285 
Notes 1-5 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Absentee assessor resuming. SeeNote4. 
Address after discharge of assessors. 
See Note 5. 

At least, one assessor to be present 
throughout. See Note 2. 

Evidence after discharge of assessors. 
See Note 5. 


Irregularities curable. See Note 4. 
Irregularities not curable. See Note 5. 
Section applies to defects after trial is- 
begun. See Note 2. 

Subsequent discovery of incapacity. See 
Note 6. 

“Sufficient cause.” See Note G. 


1. Legislative changes. 

(1) There js no material difference between the corresponding sections 
of the Codes of 18G1 and 1S72. 

(2) The words “prevented from attending throughout the trial” 
which occurred in S. 259 of the Code of 1S72 have been substituted 

by the words “prevented from attendance” in the Codes- 

of 1882 and 1S9S. 


2. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section 
applies only where, in the course of a trial, an assessor is unable to- 
attend. It contemplates the case of a trial which has commenced with 
the requisite number of assessors who, at the commencement of the- 
.trial, were capable of acting as competent assessors. It has no appli- 
cation to trials conducted from the start with less than the requisite- 
number of competent assessors. 1 

There must be at least one assessor attending throughout the 
proceedings 2 and this requirement is a condition precedent to the- 
exercise of jurisdiction by the Court. 3 

3. “Prevented from attending, or absent themselves” — 
Sub-section (2). — The words “prevented from attending, or absent 
themselves” in sub-s. ( 2 ) of this section should be read with sub-s. (l) 
and should be understood to mean “prevented from attending through- 
out the trial, or absent themselves,” 1 

5. “Shall proceed with the aid of the other assessor or 
assessors, ” — This procedure has to be adopted only when it is not 
practicable to enforce the attendance of the absentee assessor. Where 
the Judge allowed one of two assessors to absent himself for one of the 
days of the trial and proceeded to try the case with the other assessor,, 
it was held that the Judge ought not to have proceeded with the trial,. 

Section 285 — Note 2 

1. (’99) 21 All 10G (107): 189S AWN 185, Empress v. Bobu Lai. (Three assessors- 
chosen — One found to be deaf — Trinl proceeded with two — One more found to 
be deaf after prosecution evidence was over — Trial, however, proceeded — Illegal.)' 

(’91) 15 Bom 514 (515), Quccn-Eviprcss v. Bastiano. 

(’94) 1894 All W N 207 (207), Quccn-Emprcss v. Badri. 

(’01) 25 Bom G94 (096) : 3 Bom L R 274, King-Emperor v. Jayram. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 420 (420): 3 Pat L Jour 141: 19 Cr.L.J. 363, Balahv. Emperor. 
(’69) Weir’s 3rd Edn. 927 (d21),lligh Court Proceedings, 22nd July 1S69. (Where- 
at the close of the trinl one of the assessors was discovered to be so deaf and 
blind as to be incapable of understanding the proceedings, the trial was held to- 
be null and void.) 

2. (’91) 13 All 337 (338) : 1S91 A W N 93, Empress v. Md. Mahmud Khan. 
(’02) G Cal W N 715 (71G), King-Emperor v. Messcruddin Shihdar. 

3. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (535) : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. Thcrumalai Bcddi. 
See also S. 267 Note 2. 

Note 3 

1. (’91) 13 All 337 (338, 339) : 1891 AWN 93, Empress v. Md. Mahmud Khan.- 
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but should have adjourned the trial till a day when both assessors 
could attend . 1 Where an assessor absents himself, he should not be 
allowed to return and take part in the proceedings at a later stage . 3 
The reason is that when once the trial is resumed by the Judge in the 
absence of an assessor, such assessor ceases to occupy the position of an 
assessor aiding at the trial . 3 If, consequently, he is allowed to return 
and take part in the proceedings and give his opinion, the procedure is 
not in accordance with law , 1 and is contrary to the intentions of this 
section and S. 295. 5 The procedure is, however, only an irregularity 
which is cured by S. 537 unless it has occasioned a failure of justice . 0 

5. All assessors absent — Sub-section (2). — It has been 
seen already in Note 2 that for a valid trial at least one assessor must 
attend throughout the trial. If all the assessors are prevented from 
attending or no one assessor is able to attend throughout the trial, the 
proceedings should be stayed and a new trial held with the aid of fresh 
assessors. 1 But a Sessions Judge is only authorised to record evidence 
in the absence of the jury or the assessors when additional evidence 
is called for by the appellate Court, under S. 42S, sub-s.(3) 3 or by the 
High Court under section 375, sub-s.(2). Where material evidence was 
recorded after all the assessors -were discharged, it was held that such 
evidence was recorded coram non judice, — that is, before a tribunal 
which had no authority to record it. 3 The same principle will apply 
where there was no assessor present during the address on behalf of 
the accused.' 1 The non-compliance with this sub-section affects the 
jurisdiction of the Court and the irregularity is, therefore, not one 
curable under section 537. 5 

6, If assessor is an interested person — Procedure. — Where 
it is discovered after the trial has begun, in a case tried with the aid 
of assessors, that one of them is interested or otherwise unfit to sit as 
an assessor, this section does not apply as the said assessor is neither 
prevented from attending nor absents himself. In such a case, the 

Note 4 

1. (’94) 1894 Rat 695 (695), Empress v. Piso. 

2. ('01) 24 Mad 523 (532, 534) : 11 M L J 241, Emperor v. Therumalai. 

(’94) 8 C P L R Or 9 (12), Empress v. Ghasia Chamar. 

(’94) 1894 Bat 695 (695), Empress v. Piso. 

3. (’02) 6 Cal W N 715 (716), King-Emperor v. Mcsseruddin Sliihdar. 

4. (’94) 8 C P L R Cr 9 (12), Empress y. Ghasia Chamar. 

5. (’94) 1894 Rat 695 (695), Empress v. Piso. 

6. (’01) 24 Mad 523(532,534) : 11 M L J 241, Emperor v. Therumalai. (Davies, J. r 
dissenting.) 

Note 5 

1. (’91) 13 All 337(338): 1891 All W N 93, Qucen-Empressv. Aid. Mahmud Khan. 

2. (’93) 1-5 All 136 (137) : 1893 All W N 50, Queen-Empress v. Ram Lall. 

See also S. 268 Note 4 and S. 428 Note 8. 

3. (’93) 15 All 136 (137) : 1893 All W N 50, Queen-Empress v. Ram Lall. 

(’73) 51117 PICE 110 (112), Queen v. Cheit Ram. (Trial should not have.pro- 
ceeded without assessors when a material addition was made to the plea of guilty.) 
See also S. 268 Note 4. 

4. (’91) 13 All 337(339): 1891 All WN 93, Queen-Empress v. Md. Mahmud Khan. 

5. (’93) 15 All 136 (137) : 1893 All W N 50, Queen-Empress v. Ram Lall. (Mate- 
rial evidence recorded after assessors were discharged — Illegality.) 

See also S. 268 Note 4. 


Section 285- 
Notes 5-6 
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Section 285 Sessions Judge should ask the High Court under S. 433 to set aside the 

Note 6 order by which the incompetent assessor was appointed as well as all 

the subsequent proceedings and then choose another assessor and 
proceed with the trial de novo } Where, however, at the end of the 
trial one of the assessors expresses the opinion that the accused is 
guilty adding that he has personal knowledge of the matter, there is 
no necessity- of a de novo trial as the assessor cannot he said to be an 
interested person. The proper course for the Judge is simply to ignore 
the opinion of the assessor if he comes to the conclusion that it is 
improperly expressed or that he has been influenced by extra-judicial 
considerations . 2 


DD. — J oint trials. 


Section 285A 285A. In any ease in which an European or 

Trial of European or American is accused jointly with a 
Indian British subject person not being an European or 

or European or Ame- \ 1 

rican jointly accused American, or an Indian British 
with others. , subject is accused jointly with a 

person not being an Indian; and such European, 
Indian British subject or American is committed for 
trial before a Court of Session, he and such other 
person may he tried together, hut if he requires to he 
tried in accordance with the provisions of section 275 
or section 284A and is so tried, and the other person 
accused requires to he tried separately, such other 
person shall he tried separately in accordance with 
the pro - visions of this Ghapter. 

1. Legislative changes, — This section together with the 
heading was inserted by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, xn of 1923. 

Compare ss. 452 and 461 of the Code of 1882, S. 242 of the Code of 
1872 and S. 326 of the Code of 1861. 

The undermentioned cases 1 under S. 452 of the Code, which has 
now been repealed, are no longer of any importance. 

2. “And is so tried.” — The words “and is so tried” in this 
section mean “if he is in fact so tried” or “if he is eventually so tried.” 
Thus, a European was accused jointly with an Indian and when they 


Note 6 

1. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 473 (473, 474) : 15 Inc! Cas 313 (Mad), Sessions Judge of 
Tanjorc v. TMagaraja Thevan. (Assessor son-in-law of the person murdered.) 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 926 (927) : 35 Cr.L.J. 107 : 15 Lab 20, Emperor v. Lai Singh. 
(Interested assessor — High Court has power under S. 561A to order retrial.) 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 475 (479) : 41CriLJour55 : ILR (1939) Lah 243, Emperor 
v. Pahlu. (Distinguishing AIR 1933 Lah 926.) 

Section 285A — Note 1 
1. (’90) 14 Bom 160 (162), In re Job Solomon. 

■(’76) 1 Bom 232 (235), Reg. v. Lalubliai Gopaldas. 
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appeared for the first time before the Sessions -Judge, the European Section 285A 

wanted to be tried as a European British subject and the other accused Notes 2-3 

wanted to be tried jointly with him. The Sessions Judge instead of 

starting the proceeding under S. 271 referred the matter for the orders 

of the High Court as it was not possible to get sufficient European 

jurors in the place. The High Court directed the case to be tried by 

another Sessions Court. The Indian accused when he appeared before 

the latter Court claimed to be tried separately and contended that as 

no trial was in progress when he had previously stated that he did 

not want to be tried separately, he was not bound by his previous 

choice. The contention was held to be untenable. 1 2 3 4 5 * 7 

3. Failure to claim separate trial — Effect. — See Section 528B, See 
also the undermentioned case. 1 


E. — • Trial to Close of Cases for 
Prosecution and Defence. 


286 .* (i) When the jurors or assessors have 
Opening case been chosen, the prosecutor shall open 
for prosecution. bis ease by reading from the Indian 
Penal Code or other law the description of the offence 
charged, and stating shortly by what evidence he 
expects to prove the guilt of the accused. 

Examination (2) The prosecutor shall then examine 
of witnesses. hi s witnesses. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. “When the jurors'or assessors 

have been chosen.” 

3. “ The prosecutor shall open his 

case.” 

4. “ By reading.” 

5. Examination of accused before 

opening of case. 

•6. “ Shall then examine his wit- 
nesses.” 

7. Examination must be oral. 

3. Using depositions given before 
the Magistrate. See Ss. 288 and 
353 and Notes thereunder. 


9. Attendance of witnesses. See 
Section 216. 

10. Cross-examination to follow 

examination-in-chief. 

11. Improper examination. 

12. Questions by judge, jury or 

assessors. 

13. Duty of prosecution. 

14. Trial ought not to be stopped 

before the close of the prose- 
cution. 

15. Treatment of witnesses. 


Section 286 


* 1882 : S. 286; 1872 ; S. 247; 1861 : S. 364. 


Note 2 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 328 (333) ; ILB (1938) Nag 516 : 39CriL Jour 818, Suraj- 
palsingh v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 328 (333) : ILR (1938) Nag 516 : 39CriLJour 818, Suraj- 
palsingh v. Emperor. (Where an Indian accused originally wished to be jointly 
tried with the European accused, but when the case came before a different Ses- 
sions Court claimed to be separately tried, which was not permitted, and revision 
from this order was also dismissed, held, he could not in an appeal from the 
conviction in such trial, re-agitate the claim for separate trial.) 
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Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Adjournment for prosecution. See Evidence taken by another Judge. See- 
Note 2. Note 2. 

Discrepaneies-Opportunity to explain. Fresh .witnesses in Sessions. See Notes 

See Note 13. J 3 a ? fl . ,. c 

Tender for cross-examination. See 

Evidence in absence of jury. See Note 6. 1 Note 6. 

1. Legislative changes. — This section was first introduced in 
its present form by the Act of 1882 and remains unaltered in the 
present Code. 

2. “When the jurors or assessors have been chosen.” — 

After the jurors are sworn, the trial should proceed and cannot be 
postponed to enable the prosecution to examine a witness on commis- 
sion. 1 If, after the swearing in of the jury, the Judge -is unable to- 
attend, as where he falls ill suddenly, the trial can proceed further- 
before a new Judge with the same jury provided no evidence has been • 
taken and, if taken, the latter Judge does not act upon it. 2 

3. “The prosecutor shall open his case.” — The opening of 
the prosecution must always be confined to matters which are necessary 
to enable the jury to follow the evidence. The prosecutor will have to 
state all that it is proposed to prove in the case, so that the jury may 
see if there is any discrepancy between the opening statement of the 
prosecutor and the evidence afterwards adduced in support thereof. It 
would be wholly improper for him to open any matter to the jury in 
respect whereof no evidence is intended to be read or can be adduced 
at the trial. Nor is it the stage where a doubtful question of admissi- 
bility should be raised or decided. Very great care must be taken by 
the prosecutor in the observations to be made to the jury and topics- 
of prejudice connected with the character of the prisoner should be 
carefully excluded. 1 

The prosecutor should state in his opening address who the 
witnesses are, whom he proposes to call and who have not already 
been examined. Though the mere fact that a witness has not been 
examined before the committing Magistrate is no ground for refusing 
to take the evidence of a relevant witness tendered for the prosecution, 
the examination of additional witnesses should not, as a general rule, 
be sprung as a surprise on the accused. 2 The Court should see that the 
prosecution puts forward a real case from the beginning and sticks to 
it up to the end. 3 

Section 286 — Note 2 

1. (’92) 19 Cal 113 (122), Queen-Empress v. Jacob. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Bom 161 (162) : 28 Cr.L.J. 402, Emperor v. Dorabji Pestonji. 
See also S. 350 Note 2. 

Note 3 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 617 (620, 625) : 30 Cri L Jour 993 (SB), Padam Prasad 
v. Emperor. (Per Rankin, C. J. and C. C. Ghose, J.) 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (582) : 40 Cri L Jour 147, Yusuf v. Emperor. (Public 
Prosecutor should give notice to accused of new evidence in his opening address.) 

(’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (4), Khan Mohammad v. Empress, 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 533 (535) : 28 Cri L Jour 285, In re Biswanath Das. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 696 (697) : 29 Cr.L.J. 1084 : 51 All 463, Bhan Deb v. Emperor. 

(Prosecution cannot be permitted at the last moment without notice to accused 
to change its ground.) 
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A Full Bench of the High Court of Lahore has expressed an 
opinion in the undermentioned case 4 that, in accordance with the 
practice of the English Courts, a summary of the evidence proposed to 
he called should be given to the Sessions Court and the accused before 
the trial, if a witness has not been called in the committing Magistrate’s 
Court. 

■$. “By reading.” — The accused is entitled to know with 
certainty and accuracy the exact value of the charge brought against 
him, for, unless he has such knowledge, he may be seriously prejudiced 
in his defence . 1 

5. Examination of accused before opening of case. — 

Section 342 of the Code empowering the Court to examine the accused 
at any stage, must be read subject to the provisions of this section. 
Therefore, a Court should not, before the prosecutor opens his case and 
examines his witnesses, under this section, examine the accused under 
section 342. 1 

6. “Shall then examine his witnesses.” — The prosecution 
witnesses should, as far as possible, be called to prove ovents in their 
chronological order . 1 It is entirely in the discretion of the Public 
Prosecutor to say what witnesses he will examine 1 " and in wliat order. 
The Judge cannot dictate to the prosecution the order in which the 
witnesses are to be examined, though he may suggest that the proper 
method and order of calling the witnesses should be observed . 2 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Lab 533 (537) : 37 Cri L Jour 742 : 17 Lah 176 (FB), Mt. 
Niamat v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (192) : 16 Cri L Jour 497 (501) : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal 
Haora v. Emperor. 

See also S. 221 Note 1, S. 223 Note 1, S. 255 Note 3 and S. 535 Note 3. 

Note 5 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 All 266 (267) : 24 Cri L Jour 609, Srikia v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 579 (581), Emperor v. Ahiranncssa Bibi. 

la. (’38) 1938 PWN 681 (682), Bankcy Singlrv. DasratliPandcy. (Prosecution not 
bound to examine all the witnesses that could possibly have spoken on the point.) 
■(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 533 (536, 537) : 37 Cr.L.J. 742 : 17 Lah 176 (FB),ilff. Niamat 
v. Emperor. 

(’36) 14 Rang 45 (48), Nga Aung Gyi v. Emperor. (Discretion must be exercised 
under supervision of Court and consistently with practical rules of good sense.) 
(’94) 16 All 84 (86, 87) : 1894 A IV N 7 (F B), Queen-Empress v. Durga. (Public 
Prosecutor .should not refuse to call a truthful witness as a witness for Crown 
merely because evidence of such witness might in some respects be favourable 
to the defence.) 

(’82) Weir’s 3rd Edn. 941 (941), In re Modkarow. (Prosecution not bound to call 
a witness whose evidence would probably be hostile.) 

■(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 95 (96) : 36 Cr. L. J. 348, Ibrahim v. Emperor. (Court is not 
bound to examine any person as a Court witness, unless the evidence of such 
person appears to be essential to the just decision of the case.) 

[Sec (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 390 (391) : 41 Cr.L.J. 153, Nga Sar Eee y. The King. 
(In exercising this discretion Public Prosecutor should bear in mind that his 
duty is to conduct case fairly and that he should not obtain unrighteous 
conviction.)] 

2. (’38) AIR 193S Rang 442 (445) : 40 Cri L Jour 265, Brahmaya v. The King ., 
(If the Judge goes further and instructs him not to call a particular witness, 
this is going too far.) 

■(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 579 (581, 582), Emperor v. Ahirannessa Bibi. 


Section 286 
Notes 3-6 
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Section 286 
Note 6 


As a general rule, the prosecutor is bound to call all available 
witnesses who prove their connexion with the transaction in 
question and who also must he able to give important informa- 
tion , 3 unless he has reasonable grounds to believe that the witness, 
if called, would not speak the truth, or is unnecessary , 4 or' is an 


(’01) 8 Ondk Cas 55 (56) : 2 Or. L. .1. 191, Emperor v. Ali Mohammad. 

3 . (’3S) AIR 1938 Lak 176 (176) : 39 Cr. L. J. 410, Bahadur Singh v. Emperor. 
(Medical officer examined before committing Magistrate — He must also bo 
examined before Sessions Court,) 

(’38) AIE 1938 Eang 442 (444, 445) : 40 Cri L Jour 265, Brahmaya v. The King. 
(’37) AIE 1937 All 182 (186) : 38 Cr. L. J. 401, Francis Hector v. Emperor. 

(’82) 8 Cal 121 (124, 125) : 10 C L E 151, Dhunno Kazi v. Empress. (Suck 
witnesses can be dispensed with only wken it is feared that tkey would not 
speak tke truth.) 

(’85) 7 All 904 (905, 906) : 1885 AWN 284, Queen-Empress v. Tulla. (Material 
evidence excluded*) 

(’93) 15 All 6 (7) : 1892 AWN 114, Queen-Empress v. Ban Khandi. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 517 (519): 50 Cal 318: 25 Cr.L.J. 467, Md. Yunus v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIE 1915 Cal 545 (546) : 16 Cr. L. J. 170 (172) : 42 Cal 422, Bam Banjan 
v. Emperor. (It is duty of Prosecutor to investigate trutk and not merely to 
support police.) 

(’20) AIE 1920 Pat 366 (371) : 21 Cr. L. J. 33, Brahamdeo Singh v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIE 1929 Pat 343 (345, 346) : 8 Pat 625 : 30 Cri L Jour 1136, Mathura 
Tcwary v. Emperor. 

(’05) 3 Low Bur Rul 133 (142, 144), King-Emperor v. Manng E. (Material evi- 
dence excluded.) 

(’84) 10 Cal 1070 (1072), Queen-Empress v. Bam Sahai Ball. (Fact tkat witnesses 
were examined by committing Magistrate against tke wisk of police is not 
ground for not examining tkem at tke Sessions trial.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 321 (323) : 3 I. C. 623 (Lak), Muzammal v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 410 (411) : 6 I. C. 847 : 3 Sind L E 200, Impcrator v. Jumo. (Two 
eye-witnesses witkkeld by prosecution.) 

(’67) 8 Sutk W E Cr 87 (90), Queen v. Nobohisto Gliosc. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lak 500 (501) : 33 Cr. L. J. 497, Lachhmi Narain v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIE 1924 Mad 239 (240) : 25 CriL Jour 75, DoraiswamiUdayanv. Emperor. 
(’27) AIE 1927 Mad 475 (476) : 2S Cri L Jour 307, Muthaya Thcvan v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIE 1929 Mad 906 (909, 910) :53 Mad 69 :31 Cr. L. J. 1006, Vccra Koravan 
v. Emperor. (Practice of merely tendering material witness for cross-examination 
skould be discouraged.) 

(’91) 1891 Eat 581 (581, 582), Queen-Empress v. Dhaniba. 

(’69) 11 Sutk W E Cr 25 (26, 27), Queen v. Ahmed. Ally. (Tke practice of not 
examining a police-officer wko investigates a ease condemned.) 

(’33) AIE 1933 Oudk 265 (267) : 34 Cri L Jour 1009, Ghirrao v. Emperor. (Post 
mortem report of Civil Surgeon and reports of Ckemical Examiner and Imperial 
Serologist excluded.) 

(’20) AIE 1920 Pat 42 (43) : 21 Cri L Jour 743, Kcshwar Gopc v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 118 (119) : 58 Cal 1335 : 33 Cri L Jour 135, Girish Chandra 
v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’81) 1881 Eat 173 (173, 174), Queen-Empress v. Bampuri. (Persons 
present at tke search by investigating officer to be examined.)] 

4 . (’38) AIE 1938 Cal 625 (626) : 39 Cr. L. J. 964, BrinchipadaBafadar v. Emperor. 
(Prosecution is not bound to call all witnesses — It is open to jurors to draw 
adverse inferences from non-examination.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (581) : 40 Cr.L.J. 147, Yusuf Miay. Emperor. (Sufficient 
and best evidence produced by prosecution — Evidence on less important facts not 
necessary.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 45 (48) : 39 Cr, L. J. 248, Nga Kyaw Hla v. The King. (It 
is not tke duty of tke prosecution to call as witnesses every one whose statements 
have been taken by tke police but only to call suck people as may be likely to 
give truthful and reliable evidence with regard to tke matter in question.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 429 (430) : 39 Cr. L. J. 217, Nga Ba U v. Emperor. (Pro- 
secution witnesses examined at committal proceedings — Intention of suck 
witnesses to tell different story at Sessions trial — Suck witnesses, relations of 
accused — Prosecution skould not call tkem at Sessions trial.) 
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accomplice himself. 40. It is not proper to refuse to examine material 
witnesses on the ground that a witness may be favourable to the 
accused or may not be favourable to prosecution, 8 or that he has 


(’36) 14 Bang 45 (52), Nga Aung Gyi v. Emperor. (It is not the duty of the pro- 
secution to call witnesses who are not in a position to give material information 
in connexion with the offence, or to tender such witnesses for cross-examination 
by the defence.) 

(’94) 16 All 84 (86, 87) : 1894 A W N 7 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Durga. (False or 
unnecessary.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 475 (476) : 28 Cr. L. J. 307, In re Muthaya Thevan. (Do.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 239 (240) : 25 Cr. L. J. lo.Doraisivami XJ day an v. Emperor. 
(Do.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 413 (416):2 Pat 309:24 Gr.Ii.J .MD,Ramjit Ahirv. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’82) 8 Cal 121 (124, 125) : 10 C. L. R. 151, DUunno Kazi v. Empress. (False.) 
(’85) 7 All 904 (905) : 1885 AWN 284, Queen-Empress v. Tulla. (Do.) 

(’92) 15 All 6 (7) : 1892 AWN 114, Queen-Empress v. Bankhandi. (Do). 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 461 (461) : 49 Cal 277 : 23 Cr.L.J. 742, Emperor v. Reed,. (Do.) 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 517 (519) : 50 Cal 318 : 25 Cr. L. J. 467, Muhammad Yunus 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 343 (346) : 8 Pat 625 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1136, Mathura Tewari v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’05) 3 Low Bur Rul 133 (142), King-Emperor v. Mating E. (Do.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 408 (409) : 17 Cr. L. J. 267 (268) : 1916 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, 
Kaimi v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 727 (728), Nagaraina Tevan v. Emperor. (Hostile.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 382 (385) : 29 Cal 358 : 24 Cr. L. J. 221, Emperor v. Balram 
Das. (False.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 134 (135) : 31 Cri L Jour 918, Nayan Mandal v. Emperor * 
(Hostile.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 82 (84) : 31 Cri L Jour 176, Amar Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’86) 2 Weir 378 (379), In re Ramaswami Goundan. (False.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 321 (324) : 2 Weir 396, Queen-Empress v. Ramaswami, (Do.) 

(’91) 1891 Rat 581 (582), Queen-Empress v. Dhamba. (Do.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 241 (243) : 24 Cri L Jour 708, Inder Singh v. Emperor. 
(Unnecessary.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 46 (48): 28 Cr. L. J. 868, Parbhu Dusadh v. Emperor. (Do.) 

[ Sec (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 233 (233) : 37 Cri L Jour 742 : 17 Lah 176 (FB), Mt. 
Niavtat v. Emperor. (In a murder case the fact that the prosecution witnesses 
are relatives of the murdered man is no valid reason for discarding their evi- 
dence — What would be of importance is that the witnesses had emmity with- 
the accused.)] 

[See also (’28) 29 Cri L Jour 999 (1000, 1001): 112 Ind Cas 215 (216, 217) (Lah), 
Bahadur v. Emperor. (Unnecessary.)] 

See also S. 208 Note 7 and S. 252 Note 5. 

4a. (’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (315) : 19 Cri L Jour 81, Ashraf Ali v. Emperor. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 All 182 (187) : 38 Cri L Jour 401, Francis Hectar v. Emperor. 
(’37) 1937 OWN 353 (355), Nizamuddin v. Emperor. (A witness should not be- 
withheld because he happens to make some adverse statements against the pro- 
secution.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 289 (300) : 37 Cri L Jour 963 (PC), Stephen Sencviratnc v. 
The King. 

(’94) 16 All 84 (87) : 1894 A W N 7 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Durga. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 366 (371): 21 Cri L Jour 33, Brahamdeo Singha v. Emperor. 
(It is the duty of Prosecutor to call every witness who can throw any light on the 
inquiry, whether they support the prosecution theory or defence theory.) 

('04) 1 Cri L Jour 305 (309) : 28 Bom 479 : 6 Bom L R 324, Emperor v. Bal 
Qangadhar Tilah. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 535 (539):1 Pat 401: 24 Cr. L. J. 129, Ghandrika v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 All 908 (918):57 All 267:36 Cr. L. J.152, Nem Singh v. Emperor . 
(In a murder case where a witness has given evidence which supports a plea of 
alibi taken by accused, the prosecution authorities have no right to take it upon 
themselves to decide whether a witness who gives vital evidence of this sort is or 
is not a reliable witness— That is the funotion of the Court and prosecution has- 
no right to usurp.) 


Section 28© 
Note 6 



1632 


OPENING CASE FOR PROSECUTION 


'.Section 286 also been summoned by tbe defence , 0 or that a serious charge is 

Note 6 made against the witness by tbe accused . 7 At tbe same time, tbe 

prosecution should exercise a careful discrimination and avoid tbe 
piling up of evidence, tbe overburdening of tbe record and con- 
sequent waste of timo. 7a There is no provision in tbe Code 
entitling tbe prisoner to have a witness for tbe prosecution who is not 
called, put into tbe witness box for cross-examination. Tbe accused 
may apply to have such witness examined under S. 291, if be so 
requires . 8 Nevertheless tbe Public Prosecutor in fairness should explain 
to tbe Court bis reason for not calling bis witness and offer to put 
him in tbe box for cross-examination by tbe accused 9 especially 
wdiere tbe witness is a material one and whose evidence has been 
relied upon by tbe committing Magistrate . 10 But where the Public 
Prosecutor is of opinion that a witness is a false one, be need not even 
tender him for cross-examination . 11 Where any witness known to tbe 
prosecution is able to swear to facts very material to tbe case, tbe 
practice of merely allowing him to be tendered for cross-examination 
is not proper but be must be examined in tbe ordinary way as to tbe 
facts known to him . 12 In undefended cases tbe Court should in tbe 
interests of justice test tbe statement of tbe witnesses for tbe prosecution 
by questions in tbe nature of cross-examination . 13 It cannot, however, 

6. (’S2) S Cal 121 (125) : 10 C L R 151, Dhunno Ka~i v. Empress. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 366 (371) : 21 Gri L Jour 33, Brahamdco Singha v. Emperor. 

7. (’73) 21 Sutli W R Cr 13 (16), Queen v. Madhub Chundcr. 

7a. (’33) AIR 1933 All G90 (G95):34 Cr. L. J. 967:55 All 1040, Jhabwala v. Emperor. 
S. (’6S) 5 Bom HCB Cr S5 (96), Beg v. Fatchehand. 

[See also (’87) 14 Cal 245 (248), Emjmcss of India v. Ealiprosonno Doss.'] 

9. (’85) 7 All 904 (905) : 1885 All TV N 284, Queen-Empress v. Tulla. 

(’80) 5 Cal G14 (614, 615): 5 Cal L Rep 364, Em press v. Grisli Chundcr Taluhdar. 
(’89) 2 Weir 379 (380), In re Eruva Pcrayi/a. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 535 (539) : 1 Pat 401 24 Cri L Jour 129, Chandriha Bam 

Ealiar v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 538 (539) : 4IndCas273(Bom), Mavsang Bhavan v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Gri L Jour 410 (411) : 3 Sind L R 200 : 6 I C 847, Impcrator v. Jumo. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 717 (71 8) : 25 Cr. L. J. 190, Nagcndra Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 134 (135) : 31 Cri L Jour 918, Nayan Mandal v. Emperor. 
(Defence, having omitted to exercise its privilege of cross-examining witnesses 
not called, cannot be permitted to raise an objection to that effect later on.) 

10. (!92) 14 All 521 (524) : 1892 All W N 110, Queen-Empress v. Stanton. 

11. (’36) 14 Raug 45 (52), Nga Aung Gyi v. Emperor. (All that he is bound to do is 
to have the witness present at the trial so as to give the Court or the counsel for 
the defence, as the case may be, an opportunity of examining him ns a witness 
for the defence — When such a witness is examined as a witness for the defence, 
then the prosecution has an undoubted right to cross-examine him.) 

(’94) 16 All 84 (86, 87) : 1894 All W N 7 (F B), Queen-Empress v. Durga. 

[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 442 (445) : 40 Cri L Jour 265,- Brahmaya v. The 
King. (Where witness has been examined as a witness in the committal Court, 
it is not the duty of the Publio Prosecutor to call him unless it is thought that 
he can give material information in connexion with the offence charged ; nor is 
it his duty to tender him for cross-examination.)] 

12. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 906 (909, 910) : 53 Mad 69 : 31 Cri L Jour 1006, Vccra- 
Isoravan v. Emperor. (Especially in murder cases.) 

13. (’85) 7 All 160 (162) : 1884 All W N 314, Queen-Empress v. Eallu. (Per 
Petheram, C. J.) 

[ Sec also (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 153 (15S) : 39 Cri L Jour 384, Darpan Boldarin 
v. Emperor. (Lawyer appointed by Crown to defend a poor prisoner doing his 
work very badly — Judge should use his greater experience to cross-examine pro- 
secution witnesses.)] 
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take upon itself the role of a prosecutor and ask the prosecution 
•witnesses to explain discrepancies . 14 As to effect of non-examination 
by the prosecution of a material witness and the inference to be 
drawn therefrom, see section 114, illustration (g) of the Evidence Act 
and the undermentioned cases . 15 


14. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 726 (727) : 26 Cri L Jour 1236, Sarju Singh v. Emperor. 

15. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 625 (626) : 39 Cri L Jour 964, Brinchipada Dafadar v. 
Emperor. (It is open to the jurors to draw inference unfavourable to the prosecu- 
tion for the non-examination of particular witnesses.) 

(’38) 39 Cri L Jour 7 (9) : 171 Ind Cas 906 (Lah), Gulam Rasul v. Emperor. (If 
the independent witnesses who were named in the first information report are 
not called by the prosecution, the Court is justified in assuming that their 
evidence would not have supported the prosecution.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (581) : 40 Cr. L. J. 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor. (Effect 
of and inference to be drawn from absence of relevant prosecution witnesses is a 
matter to be considered with reference to circumstances of each particular case.) 
(’38) 1938 PWN681 (682), Banltey Singh v. Dasrath Pandcy. (It is for the Court 
to consider whether or not the non-examination of a witness calls for an adverse 
inference against the prosecution — If the prosecution is content with the witnesses 
examined by it, it is not bound to examine all the witnesses that could have 
possibly spoken on any point.) 

•(’37) AIR 1937 All 182 (186) : 38 Cri L Jour 401, Francis Hector v. Emperor. 
(Prosecution deliberately withholding evidence of witnesses who are in a position 
to give relevant evidence must face the inference arising from such conduct.) 
(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 46 (48) : 37 Cr. L. J. 320, Hari Mahto v. Emperor. (Prosecu- 
tion citing nine witnesses on certain point — Examining only three — Presumption 
adverse to prosecution held could not be drawn from that fact.) 

(’85) 7 All 904 (905, 906) : 1885 All W N 284, Queen-Empress v. Tulla. (Retrial 
ordered.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 185 (186) : 33 Cri L Jour 943, Mohammad Bashir v. Emperor. 
(’82) 8 Cal 121 (125) : 10 Cal L Rep 151, Empress v. Dhtmno East. (Retrial.) 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 545 (547) : 16 Cri L Jour 170 (172) : 42 Cal 422, Ram Ranjan 
Roy v. Emperor. (Witness favourable to accused withheld — Accused acquitted.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 408 (415) : 32 Cr. L. J. 818, IndarBatt v. Emperor. (Necessary 
prosecution witness disappearing mysteriously — Inference adverse to prosecution.) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 27 (29): 4 Pat L Jour 74 : 20 Cri L Jour 161 (FB), Mt. Kcsar 
v. Emperor. (Failure to produce material evidence contained in the particular 
telegrams stamps the Crown’s case ab initio with grave suspicion as to its 
honesty and bona fidcs.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 42 (43, 44) : 21 Cri L Jour 743, Keshwar Gope v. Emperor. 
(Conviction set aside.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 366 (371): 21Cr.L. J. 33,Brahamdco Singha v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’29) 1929 Mad W N 587 (591, 592), Kumaraswami Asari v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 535 (539) : 1 Pat 401 : 24 Cri L Jour 129, Chandrilca Ram 
Eahar v. Emperor. (Failure to produce first informant as a witness makes pro- 
secution case suspicious.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 582 (584, 585) : 1 Pat 630 : 24 Cri L Jour 91, Niru Bhagat v. 
Emperor. (Non-production of material witnesses like the investigation officers 
is a serious omission.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 98 (100) : 28 Cr. L. J. 906, Jogi Raut v. Emperor. (Fact that 
material witnesses not produced is sufficient to discredit prosecution version.) 
•(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 304 (313) : 11 C W N 1085, Nibaran Chandra Roy v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 408 (409) : 17 Cri L Jour 267 (268) : 1916 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, 
Eaimi v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 134 (136) : 31 Cri L Jour 918, Nayan Mandal v. Emperor. 
(Held that some witnesses were false and some not material and therefore non- 
production of them not illegal.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 158 (159) : 20 Cri L Jour 519, Emperor v. Amolah Ram. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 125 (128) : 29 Cri L Jour 212, Taj Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 651 (654) : 9 Pat 647 : 31 Cri L Jour 306, ErishnaMaharana 
v. Emperor. 

•(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 163 (165) : 31 Cr. L. J. 131, Joivaya v. Emperor. (Held, that 
non-production of witnesses was justified because they were unnecessary.) 

2Cr.l03. 
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ection 286 . On- this question of the examination of witnesses by the prosecu-- 

Note 6 tion, their Lordships of the Privy Council, in Stephen Seneviratne 
v. The King , 16ft observed as follows : 

“Their Lordships do not desire to lay down any rules to fetter discretion on a 
matter such as this which is so dependent on the particular circumstances of each 
ease. Still less do they desire to discourage the utmost candour and fairness on the 
part of those conducting prosecutions ; hut at the same time they cannot, speaking 
generally, approve of an idea that a prosecution must call witnesses irrespective 
of considerations of number and of reliability, or that a prosecution ought to 
discharge the functions both of prosecution and defence. If it does so, confusion is 
very apt to result, and never is it more likely to result than if the prosecution 
calls witnesses and then proceeds almost automatically to discredit them by cross- 
examination. Witnesses essential to the unfolding of the narrative on which the 
prosecution is based, must, of course, be called by the prosecution, whether in the 
result the effect of their testimony is for or against the case for the prosecution.” 

Though there is nothing in the Code which says that the 
prosecutor at a sessions trial can examine only such witnesses as have 
been examined before a committing Magistrate , 10 yet the prosecutor 
cannot, as of right, demand that any witness who was not examined 
by the committing Magistrate either under S. 20S or S. 219 should be 
called and examined, but the Court may call and examine such a 
witness if it considers it necessary in the interests of justice . 17 But 
only the witnesses examined in the committing Magistrate’s Court can 
be bound down to attend in the Sessions Court. If the witnesses are 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 118 (119, 120): 58 Cal 1335 : 33 Or. L. J. 135, Girish Chandra 
Namadas v. Emperor. (Non-production of witnesses does not in itself give rise 
to the presumption under S. 114 (g), Evidence Act.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal S71 (875, 876) : 34 Cri L Jour 181: 60 Cal 149, Nafur Sardar 
v. Emperor. (Where prosecution have examined sufficient witnesses to prove their 
case the mere fact that they had not examined other witnesses who could have 
given evidence is not sufficient to set aside conviction.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal GOO (G02): GO Cal 1361: 35 Cri L Jour 33, Bhutan Bi, jay Singh 
v. Emperor. (Simply because the prosecution does not- call certain witnesses, the 
Court need not raise the presumption under S. 114, 111. (g) when the absence of 
the witnesses is explained properly.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 217 (224) : 24 Cri L Jour 770, King-Emperor v. Narotam. 
(Two eye-witnesses sent up by the police not examined by Court — Held, that 
there must be some limit to the number of witnesses n Court is asked to hear 
and no argument favourable to the accused could be based on the fact that the 
two witnesses had not been called.) 

See also S. 208 Note 7 and S. 252 Note 5. 

15a. (’36) AIR 1936 PC 289 (300) : 37 Cri L Jour 963 (PC). 

16. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 533 (537) : 37 Cr.L.J.742 : 17Lah 176(FB),ilff. Niamat 
v. Emperor. (Overruling AIR 1934 Lah 667.) 

(’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (4), Khan Muhammad v. Empress. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 487 (487): 36 Cr.L.J. 344, Emperor v.Dhondiba. (Summary of 
evidence which a new witness is expected to give must be supplied to the Judge.) 
(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 31 (33) : 28 Sind L R 317 : 36 Cri L Jour 563, Nandram 
v. Emperor. (Prosecution need not examine in committing Magistrate’s Court all 
witnesses whom it is going to produce in Sessions Court — But the principal' 
witnesses at least must be examined in the committing Magistrate’s Court.) 

[See (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 99 (103): 24 Sind L R 96: 31 CriL Jour 117, Nurhhan 
v. Emperor. (In committal proceedings there is no obligation on the part of the 
prosecution to get recorded by the committing Magistrate every jot and tittle of 
the evidence which they intend to place before the Sessions Court.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (694, 695) : 34 Cri L Jour 967 : 55 All 1040, Jhabwala 
v. Emperor. (The mere fact that some evidence is not produced till proceedings in 
the Court of Session can in no way prejudice the accused if he has notice of it.)] 

17. (’92) 14 All 212 (213, 214) : 1892 All W N 63, Queen-Empress v. Hay field. 
See also S. 540 Note 7. 



OPENING CASE FOE PBOSECUIION 


1635 


not so examined, the prosecution has to depend upon such witnesses, 
being willing to give evidence without being hound down to appear, 
or upon being able to persuade the Court under s.5-10 to summon such 
a witness . 170 The Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court has held that 
where a material witness has not been examined in the committing 
Magistrate’s Court, his evidence cannot be relied on in the Sessions 
Court. 17b A Sessions Judge commits a material irregularity in procedure 
in refusing to take the evidence of the persons called as witnesses. 
Further, even if justified in so refusing, he should leave upon record 
clear and distinct reasons for adopting such a course . 1 s Where a case 
is tried by jury, the witnesses cannot be examined in the absence of 
the jury and their evidence, if taken, cannot be acted upon . 10 

When a material prosecution witness examined in the committing 
Magistrate’s Court is not examined in the Sessions Court, it is open 
to the Judge either to draw an adverse inference against the Crown 
or to examine the witness as a court-witness. But the Judge cannot 
compel the prosecution to examine such witness as a prosecution 
witness or to tender him for cross-examination .- 0 

7. Examination must be oral. — The examination referred 
to in this section means oral examination of the witnesses present 
(except in cases where evidence is taken by commission or where the 
witness is deaf or dumb). Oral examination is, therefore, the general 
rule, and it is of utmost importance that the rule should be followed in 
all cases where the witness is present to he examined. The demeanour 
of the witness may be important for the assessor or Judge in forming 
an opinion of his truth . 1 

8. Using depositions given before the Magistrate. — See Ss.288 ancl 

353 and the Notes thereunder. 

9. Attendance of witnesses. — See Section 216, 

10. Cross-examination to follow examination-in-chief. — 

The cross-examination of every witness should follow his examination- 
in-chief. See section 138 of the Evidence Act of 1872. It is both irregular 
and inconvenient to allow all the witnesses to be examined one day and 
to reserve the cross-examination to a subsequent date . 1 The accused is, 
therefore, not entitled as of right to postponement of the cross- 
examination. The Court may, however, grant such a postponement on 
reasonable grounds as, for instance, where the counsel is unprepared , 3 

17a. (’36) AIR 1936 Lab 533 (537) : 37 Cr. L. J. 742 : 17 Lab 176, Mt. Niamat 
v. Emperor. 

17b. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 97 (98, 99) : 39 Cr. L. J. 618 : 32 S L R 709, Rcibcm 
L'alu v. Emperor. (Important witness on whom prosecution and Court rely not 
examined in committing Court — Conviction will be set aside and retrial ordered.) 
(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 31 (33): 28 S L R 317:36 Cr L. J. 563, Nandram v. Emperor, 

18. (’86) 1886 All W N 68 (68), Empress v. Nathua. 

19. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 42 (43) : 7 Bom L R 979, Emperor v.Ningappa Sayadappa. 

20. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 60 (62): 36 Cr.L. J. 869: 29 S LR422, Emperor v. Dulo. 

Note 7 

1. (’86) 9 Mad 83 (84, 85) : 2 Weir 356, Subba v. Queen-Empress. 

Note 10 

1. (’90) 2 Weir 381 (382), In re Goihuri Venkaiappa. 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 834 (835) : 41 Cal 299 : 15 Cr. L. J. 596, Sadasivv. Emperor. 
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Section 286 or -where the accused was undefended the first day and put only a few 
Notes 10-13 questions and applied the next day for cross-examination by his 
pleader explaining why he was not engaged before , 3 or where the 
pleader, appointed to defend the accused, who had no instructions till 
then, requested the Court to postpone the cross-examination of the 
prosecution witnesses till the next day after the examinations-in-chief 
were over . 4 

11. Improper examination.* — As to the impropriety of putting 
leading questions to or cross-examining its own witness by the 
prosecution or defence, see Ss. 142, 143 and 154 of the Evidence Act and 
the undermentioned cases . 1 

12. Questions by Judge, jury or assessors. — Under s. 16 G of 
the Evidence Act, the jurors or assessors may put any question to the 
witness through or by leave of the Court which the Judge himself 
might put and which he considers proper. Section 165 of the same Act 
enables the Judge to put any questions to the witnesses, which he may 
consider necessary. See also the undermentioned case . 1 

13. Duty of prosecution. — Though the legitimate object of 
the prosecution is to see that the prisoner is convicted , 1 it is not its 
duty to obtain a conviction at any cost 2 or obtain an unrighteous 


[See also (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 351 (352) : 22 Cr.L. J. 219 : 5 PatL Jour 706, Tel:a 
Ahir v. Emperor . (Application for recalling witnesses for cross-examination 
on ground that on previous occasion the defence was not prepared to cross- 
examine, having been misled as to the date of the trial — Held, that application 
should be granted.)] 

See also S. 344 Note 7. 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 351 (352) : 22 Or. L. J. 219 : 5 Pat L J 706, Tcha Ahir v. 
Emperor. 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Gal 1 (5) : 30 Cr. L. J. 494, Baslar Bahman v. Emperor. 

Note II 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal G75 (675, 676) :37Cri L Jour 1073 : 1 L R (1937) All 101, 
Samarali v. Emperor. (It is not right for Public Prosecutor to declare a prosecu- 
tion witness as hostile — He must ask permission of Court to cross-examine 
offending witness.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 582( 584) : 1 Pat 630 : 24 Cr.L.J. 91, Kiru Bhagatv. Emperor. 
(Section 142, Evidence Act.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 406 (407), Dhannu Bcldar v. Emperor. (Leading questions 
could properly have been put not in examination-in-chief but in cross-examina- 
tion of a hostile witness.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 62 (64) : 1 Pat 758 : 24 Cr.L.J. 69, Jagdco Singh v. Emperor. 
(Leading question without declaring witness hostile.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (143) : 53 Cal 372 : 27 Cri L Jour 266, Ehijiruddin v. 
Emperor. (Court’s permission not taken for cross-examining a party’s own wit- 
ness — S. 154, Evidence Act.) 

(’97) 20 All 155 (156, 157) : 1897 All W N 229, Queen-Empress v. Zaicar Huscn. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 269 (270) : 23 Cr.L.J. 41, Gangadhar Goala v. B.W.L. Beed. 

Note 12 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 153 (158) : 39 Cr.L.J. 384, Darpan Potdarin v. Emperor. 
(When the lawyer appointed by the Crown to defend a poor prisoner does his 
work very badly, the Judge should use his greater experience to cross-examine 
the witnesses.) 

Note 13 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 134 (136)-: 31 Cri L Jour 918, Nayan Mandal v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 274 (278) : 39 Cri L Jour 92, Daljit Singh v. Emperor. 
(The duty of the prosecutor is to elicit the truth rather than to exercise his in- 
genuity in pressing the case unduly against the accused.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 279 (282) : 56 Bom 434 : 33 Cr.L.J. 613, Yasndeo v. Emperor. 
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conviction. 3 The duty of the Public Prosecutor is to conduct the caso 
fairly and fearlessly and with, a full sense of responsibility that attaches 
to his position. 4 He should not act as the counsel for any particular 
person or party and should not aggravate the case against the prisoner 
or keep hack a witness because his evidence may weaken the prosecution 
case. 5 He should place before the Court all materials, irrespective of 
the question as to whether they help the accused or go against him, 
such as statements before the police 53 and material documents. 511 His 
only object should be to aid the Court in discovering the truth. 60 He 
should avoid any proceeding likely to intimidate or unduly influence 
witnesses on either side. There should be on his part no unseemly 
eagerness for, or grasping at, a conviction. 3 The prosecution should 
take great care not to leave anything ambiguous on the records and to 


(■16) AIR 1916 Cal 524 (526) : 16 Cr.L.J. 576 (577), Emperor v. Nogcndra Nath. 
(’82) 8 Cal 121 (124) : 10 Cal L Rep 151, Empress v. Dhunno Easi. (Object of 
prosecution is to secure not a conviction but that justice be done.) 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 390 (391) : 41 Cri L Jour 153, Nga Sar Ecc v. The Eing. 
(’36) 14 Rang 45 (49), Nga Aung Gyi v. Emperor. 

(’94) 16 All 84 (86) : 1894 All W N 7 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Durga. 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 390 (391) : 41 Cr. L. J. 153, Nga Sar Ece v. The Eing. 
(’36) AIR 1936 P C 289 (300) : 37 Cri L Jour 963 (PC), Venkata v. Snbbayya. 
(’36) 14 Rang 45 (49), Nga Aung Gyi v. Emperor. 

(’94) 16 All 84 (86) : 1894 All W N 7 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Durga. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 279 (282) : 56 Bom 434 : 33 Cr.L.J.618, Vasudeo v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 545 (546) : 16 Cr.L.J. 170 : 42 Cal 422, Earn Ran jan v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 All 314 (317) : 55 All 379 : 34 Cr.L.J. 689, Shukul v. Emperor. 
(It is the duty of the prosecution to bring out in evidence everything in favour of 
an accused person and lay before the Court all the evidence even though some of 
that evidence mav result in an acquittal.) 

(’73) 20 Suth IV R Cr 38 (38), Queen v. Gunsha Moonda. (It is the duty of the 
prosecution to point out to the Court any glaring discrepancy between the evi- 
dence being given by a witness before the Court of Session and that previously 
recorded by the committing officer.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 366 (371) : 21 Cri L Jour 33, Brahmdco Singha v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 275(283) : 8 Pat 289 : 30 Cr.L.J. 675, Zunja Subudhi v. Emperor. 

5. (’71) 8 Bom H C R Cr 126 (153) (FB), Reg v. Eashinath Dinkar. 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 390 (392) : 41 Cr.L.J. 153, Nga Sar Eee v. The Eing. 
(Public Prosecutor should place whole evidence before Court • — It is for Judge 
and not for him to decide whether certain evidence should be believed or not.)] 
5a. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 275 (283) : S Pat 289 : 80 Cr. L. J. 675, Eunja Subudhi 
v. Emperor. 

(’88) 18S8 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (2), Alia Baksh v. Empress. 

5b. (’07) 5 Cr. L.J. 427 (429): 34 Cal 698 : llCalWN 666, Jatindra v. Emperor. 
(’94) 21 Cal 642 (653), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba Sajao. 

5c. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 274 (278) : 39 Cri L Jour 92, Daljit Singh v. Emperor. 
(’86) 1886 Rat 229 (235), Queen-Empress v. Nepal. 

(’71) 8 Bom H C R Cr 126 (153) (FB), Reg v. Eashinath Dinkar. 

6. (’71) 8 Bom HCECr 126 (153, 154) (FB), Reg v. Eashinath Dinkar. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 524 (526) : 16 Cr.L.J. 576 (577), Emperor v. Nogendra Nath. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 545 (546) : 16’CriL Jour 170 (172) : 42 Cal 422, Ram Ranjan 
Roy v. Emperor. (Purpose of criminal trial is to investigate the offence and 
determine the guilt or innocence of the accused.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 123 (131) : 18 Cri L Jour 385 (394) : 44 Cal 477 (FB), Fateh 
Chand v. Emperor. (Per Mookcrjee, J.) • 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 243 (245) : 26 Cr.L.J. 163, Anant Wasudeo v. Ring-Emperor. 
(’03) 8 Cal W N xvii (xvii). (Animosity in conducting case condemned.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 188 (204) : 16 Cri L Jour 497 (513) : 42 Cal 957, Amritalal 
Hazra v. Emperor. 
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Section 286 
Notes 43-15 


15. Trial ought not to be stopped before the close of the 
prosecution. — Sessions eases cannot be tried piece-meal. Before 
commencing a trial a Judge should satisfy himself that all necessary 
evidence is available. If it is not, he may postpone the case; but once 
having commenced he should, except for some very pressing reason, 
proceed de die in diem till the trial is finished, 1 the intention of the 
Code being that a tr^al before the Court of Session should proceed and 
be dealt with continuously from its inception to its finish. 2 

Where, after the examination of some prosecution witnesses, some 
more remain to be examined, it is not open to the Judge to ask the jury 
whether they wish to hear any more evidence and, on their stating 
that they do not believe the evidence and wish to stop the case, record 
a verdict of acquittal; such a procedure is not warranted by law and 
no final opinion as to the reliability or otherwise of the evidence ought 
to be arrived at by the Judge or jury until the whole evidence is before 
them and has been considered. 3 

15. Treatment of witnesses. — A Sessions Judge is not justified 
in stopping the cross-examination and turning the witness out of 

6a. (’29) 1929 Mad W N 395 (413), Collett v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 25 (27) : 29 Cri L Jour 26, Karan Singh v. Emperor. 

7. (’94) 16 All 207 (208, 209) : 1894 All W N 57, Queen-Empress v. Naziruddin. 
[See (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (585) : 40 Cri L Jour 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor. 

(It is the duty of prosecution to see that negative answer of investigating officer 
in cross-examination does not create wrong impression of what witness had 
stated before police.)] 

See also S. 162 Note 17. 

8. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 718 (726) (Kathiawar), Emperor v. Daya Shanhar. 

9. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 533 (535) : 28 Cri L Jour 285, In re Biswanath Das. 

10. (’38) AIR 193S Rang 331 (332) : 40 Cri L Jour 49, Tun Rhine U v. The King. 
(’37) 1937 Mad W N 993 (994), Public Prosecutor v. Basavayya. (It is not 

necessary for the prosecution to prove (he motive for a crime, although proof of 
the motive may often be an enlightening circumstance.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Rang 60 (62) : 37 Cri L Jour 41S, U Zaiuana v. Emperor. (Do.) 

Note 14 

1. (’04) S Oudh Cas 55 (57) : 2 Cri L Jour 191, Emperor v. Ali Mohamed. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 721 (723) : 50 All 365 : 2S Cr.L.J. 950, Sur Nath v. Emperor. 
[See (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. S61 (862): 35 All 63: 171. C. 797, Badri Prasad v. Emperor.] 

2. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 861(862): 35 All 63 : 17 I. C. 797, Badri Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’04) 8 Oudh Cas 55 (57) : 2 Cri L Jour 191, Emperor v. Ali Mohamed. 

3. (’96) 20 Mad 445 (445, 446) : 2 Weir 384, Queen-Empress v. Bamalingam. 


explain clearly by evidence circumstances having material bearing on 
the case. 0a 

It is the duty of the Public Prosecutor to give opportunity to his 
witnesses to explain any discrepancies or contradictions in their 
depositions. 7 But he is not expected to call witnesses with reference to 
defence theories. 8 Nor is it open to him to call evidence to rebut and 
discredit the accused’s defence before it is even known whether or not 
the accused intends to put forward - that defence. 0 

It is no part of the prosecution’s duty to suggest a motive for a 
crime nor is it the duty of the Court to determine why the crime was 
ommitted. 10 
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Court because he is of opinion that the witness is not speaking the 
truth. This course is not sanctioned by law and is one which ought 
not to be followed . 1 

It is also illegal for a Judge to threaten a witness with tlio 
penalties of the law and no Judge should allow anything in the nature 
of a threat to be administered to a witness unless and until he has 
shown by his evidence that he is wilfully saying what is falso or 
persistently refusing to give evidence on facts which must be within 
his knowledge . 2 


287 .* The examination of the accused duly 

Examination of accused recorded by 01’ before the commit- 

evidence. ting Magistrate shall be tendered 

b} r the prosecutor and read as evidence. 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “ Duly recorded.” 

3. “ Committing Magistrate.” 

Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 

As against co-acoused. See Note 1. 

Confessions. See Note 1. 

Previous conviction. See Note 1. 

Proof of statements. See Note 1. 

Record and committal by different Magistrates. See Note 3. 
Section mandatory. See Note 1. 

Statement to be taken as a whole. See Note 1. 

Written statements of accused. Seo S. 256 Notes; S. 290 Note 6. 


1. Scope of the section, — This section makes it obligatory on 
the prosecution in all cases to tender in evidence the statement of the 
accused made before the committing. Magistrate and duly recorded by 
him under the provisions of the Code, whether such statement tells for 
or against the accused . 1 The statement so tendered and read as evidence 
has the same effect as any other evidence adduced before the Sessions 
Judge . 2 If the accused has confessed his guilt in such statement he can 
be convicted on the basis of such ' confession 3 though he may retract 

* 1882: S. 287; 1872: S. 248; 1861: S. 366. 


Note 15 

1. (1900) 1900 All W N 149 (149), Meharban Ali v. Empress. 

2. (>92) 14 All 242 (256) : 1892 All W N 83, Empress v. Hargobind Singh. 

Section 287 — Note 1 

1. (’94) 1894 Rat 710 (713), Queen-Empress v. Abdul Bazak. 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Or 63 (63), Queen v. Sheikh Meher Ghand. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 14 (15) : 40 Or. L. J. 833, Mosaheb Dome v. Emperor. (An 
admission by the accused in the committing Magistrate’s Court that he entered 
another’s house on one night with intent to commit theft is evidence under S. 287.) 

•(’66) 5 Suth W R Or 1 (1), Queen v. Sunecchur. 

(’92) 15 Mad 352 (353) : 2 Weir 394, Empress v. Bama Tevan. 

3. (’66) 6 Suth W R Or 83 (83), Queen v. Ryder Jolaha. 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Or 73 (73), Queen v. Bun jit Sontal. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 129 (130) : 16 Sind L R 67 : 25 Or. L. J. 574, Mahomed v. 
Emperor. (Judge has only to consider whether confession has been voluntarily 
made and conviction can be based on such-confession.) 

(’69) 12 Suth W R Or 49 (49), Queen v. Bhuttun Bujwun. 

[See (’70) 14 Suth W R Or 9 (10), Queen v. Misser Sheikh. (It is not necessary 
to read out the confessions to the accused and specifically to ask them whether 
they had any objection to the reception of those confessions.)] 


Section 286 
Note 15 


Section 287 
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Section 287 the confession before the Sessions Judge. 4 Similarly, the accused is 

Note 1 entitled to rely on such statement to prove points in his favour though 

under the ordinary law of evidence, he would not be entitled to make 
use of self-serving statements by him as evidence in his favour. 5 

The section does not contemplate that the committing Magistrate 
should he called as a witness in the Sessions Court and examined with 
reference to the recorded statement. 0 In fact, the record of the state- 
ment prepared by the committing Magistrate would be the only evidence 
admissible to prove the statement. (See Evidence Act, S. 91.) But, under 
S. 533, if, in recording the statement any of the provisions of S. 364 are 
not complied with, evidence may be taken for the purpose of proving 
that the statement was made by the accused before the' committing 
Magistrate. 

The section does not prescribe the stage at which the statement of 
the accused should be produced and read as evidence. But it has been 
held that the statement should be read as part of the ease for the 
prosecution before the accused enters upon his defence. 7 

The statement of the accused must he read as a whole. Thus, 
where there are several accused in a case, and the statement made hv 
one of them in the committing Magistrate’s Court is read in the 
Sessions Court under this section, the portions touching the other 
accused cannot he omitted. 8 But under S. 310, if any portion of the 
statement bears on an alleged previous conviction charged against the 
accused, for the purpose of affecting the sentence to be passed on him 
in case of conviction, such portion should not be read or referred to 
unless and until the accused has been convicted of the subsequent 
offence or the verdict of the jury, has been delivered or the opinion of 
the assessors has been recorded. 

As to the weight to be attached to confessions, conviction on the 

4. (’81) 1881 All W N S9 (89), Empress v. Bliagua. 

(’85) 1885 All W N 221 (224), Empress v. Rama Nand. (Exact value of confes- 
sion should, however, be ascertained.) 

(’85) 1885 All W N 59 (59) (FB), Empress v. Madar. (Confession must be found 
to be spontaneous and voluntary act of party making it.) 

(’98) 20 All 133 (134) : 1897 AWN 224, Queen-Empress v. Haiku Lai. 

(’96) 18 All 78 (81) : 1S95 AWN 227, Queen-Empress v. Mahabir. (Before Court 
acts on such confession, it must be satisfied as to its truth.) 

(’74) 11 Bom HCE 137 (138), Reg. v. Balvant. (In absence of evidence that con- 
fession of accused person has been induced by illegal pressure, it is not to be 
presumed that such confession was so induced.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 249 (250, 251) : 40 Bom 220 : 17 Cr. L. J. 133, Fakira 
Appayya v. Emperor. (Evidence Act, S. 24 — It is doubtful if statement of confes- 
sional character will be admissible.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 40 (40), Queen v. Mt. Jema. 

5. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 L. B. R. 207 (20S), Aung My at v. Queen-Empress. (State- 
ment read as evidence under this section can be taken into consideration in 
determining whether the accused has discharged the onus of proving that his 
case comes within one of the exceptions provided by law.) 

6. See (’01) 5 Cal W N xlvii (xlviii), Empress v. Mungroo Bhoojah. (It was 
remarked that the practice of calling the committing Magistrate -would be open 
to the gravest objection.) 

7. (’87) 2 Weir 361 (361) : 10 Mad 295, Queen-Empress v. Rangi. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr Cir No. 11, p. 6 (6). 

8. (’69) 5 Mad H C R App iv (iv). 
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confession of a co-accused, and the value of retracted confessions, see 
Notes under Ss. 164, 364 and 337. 

2. “Duly recorded.” — An accused person made a confession 
under improper inducement by tbe police. The committing Magistrate 
admitted tbe confession in evidence and examined the accused with 
regard to it. It was held that as the confession was not admissible in 
evidence (Evidence Act, S. 24) the committing Magistrate ought not to 
have questioned the accused with reference to it and that the exami- 
nation of the accused under the circumstances could not be said to be 
“duly recorded” within the meaning of this section and could not be 
produced in evidence in the Sessions Court under this section . 1 So 
also, an admission made by the accused before the committing Magis- 
trate in answer to questions by the latter, when there is no evidence 
implicating the accused is not ‘duly recorded .’ 2 

As to the mode of recording the examination of the accused, see 
S. 364 and the Notes thereunder. As to the effect of irregularities in the 
mode of recording the examination, see S. 533 and Notes thereunder. 

3. “Committing Magistrate." — The words “committing Magis- 
trate” in the section include the Magistrate who held the preliminary 
enquiry on which the commitment was based, although the actual 
order of commitment was made by some other Magistrate. Hence, the 
statement of the acoused recorded by a Magistrate who held the 
preliminary enquiry is admissible under this section although the case 
was actually committed to the sessions by some other Magistrate . 1 
Thus, where a Magistrate who succeeds to the jurisdiction of another 
Magistrate commits a case to the sessions under S. 350 on evidence 
recorded by his predecessor, the statement of the accused recorded by 
such predecessor is admissible under this section . 3 

288 .* The evidence of a witness duly recorded 
Evidence given at j n the presence of the accused under 
admi”ibi a e r . ymqu,ry Chapter XVIII may, in the discretion 

* Code of 1898, original S. 288 

, . , 555. The evidence of a witness duly taken in the pre- 

Evidence given at sence q ie accuse d before the committing Magistrate may, 
‘preliminary inquiry j n discretion of the presiding Judge, if such witness is 
admissible. produced and examined, be treated as evidence in the case. 

1882 :S. 288; 1872 : S. 249; 1861— Nil. 


Note 2 

1. (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 62 (64) : 4 L. B. R. 244, Gaung Gyi v. Emperor. 

[See also ('15) AIR 1915 Bom 249 (250) : 17 Cr. L. J. 133 (134, 135, 137, 138) : 
40 Bom 220, Fakira Appayya v. Emperor. (Confession before committing 
Magistrate induced by threat — Inducement or promise proceeding from person 
in authority — Question as to the admissibility of such confession before the 
Sessions Court left open.)] 

2. (’40) 1940 Mad WN 1105 (1109), Emperor v. Kuppammal. (Following AIR 1916 
Mad 407.) 

Note 3 

1. (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 29 (30) ; 31 Mad 40 .Sessions Judge of Mangalore v. Malinga. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 271 (271) : 7 Lah 70: 27Cr.L. J. 627 , Ghulam v. Emperor.. 
(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 29 (30) : 31 Mad 40, Sessions -Judge of Mangalore v. Malinga. 
See also S. 350 Note 5. 
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Notes 1-S 
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Section 288 
Notes 1-2 


of the presiding Judge, if such witness is produced and 
examined, he treated as evidence in the case for all 
purposes subject to the provisions of the Indian 
Evidence Act, 1872. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope, object and applicability 

of the section. 

3. “Duly recorded in the pre- 

sence of the accused.” 

4. “Under Chapter XVIII.” 

5. “Discretion of the presiding 

Judge.” 

6. “If such witness is produced 

and examined.” 

Other Topics 

Absence of cross-examination. See 
Note 3. 

Applicable to sessions trials and not 
to trials by Magistrates. See Note 2. 
Depositions retracted. See Notes 7 
and 10. 


7. May be treated as evidence 
in the case for all purposes 
subject to the provisions of 
the Evidence Act. 

8. Corroboration of evidence 
admitted under this section. 

9. Practice and procedure. 

10. Approver’s evidence. 

( miscellaneous ) 

Evidence of one witness and not of all 
witnesses. See Note 2. 

Sections 33, 155, 157 and 145, Evi- 
dence Act. See Note 2. 

Statements taken under S. 164 and 
S. 162. See Note 8. 


1. Legislative changes. 

(l) There was no corresponding section in the Code of 1861. The 
section was first enacted in the Code of 1S72. The undermentioned 
are cases decided under the Code of 1861. 1 ■ 

{2) The words “duly recorded in the presence of the accused under 
Chapter XVIII” were substituted for the words “duly taken in 
the presence of the accused before the committing Magistrate,” 
and the words “for all purposes subject to the provisions of 
the Indian Evidence Act, 1S72,” were inserted at the end of the 
section by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 
XVIII of 1923. 


2. Scope, object and applicability of the section. — This 
■section provides that when a witness is produced and examined in the 
Sessions Court, his evidence in the commitment proceedings may, in 
the discretion of the presiding Judge, be treated as evidence at the trial 
for all purposes. But for this section such evidence would, under the 
Evidence Act, be only admissible for the purpose of corroborating or 
contradicting the witness (see Ss.145, 155 and 157 of the Evidence Act). 1 
It would not he admissible as substantive evidence, i. e., for proving 
the truth of the facts deposed to, except when the witness is not 
produced in the Sessions Court for any of the reasons specified in S. 33 
of the Evidence Act. The present section vests a discretion in the 
Sessions Judge to treat such evidence as substantive evidence in the . 


Section 288 — Note 1 

1. (’70) 1870 Rat 39 (40), Beg. v. Hiroochima. 

(1864) 1 Sutk W R Cr 14 (14), Queen v. Badhy Dharec. (Former deposition of 
witness should not be read until after his examination in Court.) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 114 (114), Queen v. Bheekun Doss. (When deposition is 
received in evidence, at trial before Sessions Judge, there ought to be on record 
distinct proof of existence of state of things as makes deposition legal evidence.) 

Note 2 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Lah 483 (485) : 27 Cri L Jour 2S9, Bam Karan v. Emperor. 
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case though none of the conditions laid down in s. 33 of the Evidence 
Act is present . 13 The object of the section is to reduce the danger of 
witnesses being tampered with between the commitment and trial . 2 

The section does not ipso facto make the evidence before the 
committing Magistrate evidence at the trial. It only confers a discretion 
on the Sessions Judge to treat as evidence before himself the evidence 
of a witness given before the committing Magistrate . 23 But, where 
under the Evidence Act, the evidence given before the committing 
Magistrate can be used at the sessions trial for any purpose, this 
section in no way restricts such user . 3 

The power conferred by the section is intended to be exercised 
with reference to each witness individually. The section does not 
contemplate a general order being passed with reference to the evidence 
of all the witnesses or a number of them together : 1 

The section applies only to sessions trials and not to trials before 
Magistrates . 6 But it applies to trials with assessors as well as to trials 
by jury . 0 In the undermentioned case 7 it was remarked that the 
.section applies only to prosecution witnesses and that the position of 
the section shows this. 

The reasons given by the Magistrate in discharging the accused 
at first and the contents of the Sessions Judge’s order in revision 
directing further inquiry are not admissible in evidence in the Sessions 
Court when the case is committed to sessions subsequently . 8 

3. “Duly recorded in the presence of the accused." — This 
section applies only to the evidence of a witness duly recorded in the 
presence of the accused by the committing Magistrate. Hence, the 
existence of a record or memorandum of evidence is a condition 
precedent to the applicability of the section . 1 

Further, the evidence must-have been duly recorded. (As to the 
mode of recording evidence in commitment proceedings, see chapter XXV 
of the Code.) Under s. 208 and on general principles, the accused is 
entitled as of right to cross-examine the prosecution witnesses (in 

la. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (135), Umar v. Empress. 

2. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 280 (280), Nga Ku Be v. Queen-Empress. 
:2a. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 61 (65) : 38 Cr. L. J. 487 ; Manghan Khan v. Emperor. 

(S. 288 is not a section to be lightly used — It is not to be used as a matter of 
course but in the discretion of the Judge.) 

(’74) 11 Bom HCE 281 (282), Reg. v. Arjun Megha. (But exercise of discretion, 
considering it as matter of fact or law is open to review by appellate Court.) 

3. See (’25) AIB 1925 Lah 483 (485) : 27 Cr. L. J. 289, Ram liaram v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’34) AIR 1934 Lah 212 (214) : 35 Cri L Jour 349, Emperor v. Natha 

Singh. (Evidence may be admitted under S. 33, Evidence Act, if requisites of 
that section are satisfied.)] 

4. (’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (936), In re Sulba Naik. (New trial should not be 
granted in spite of such order, -when it does not occasion failure of justice.) 

{See also (’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 49 (51) : 12 Beng L R App 15, Queen-Empress v. 
Avianullah . ] 

5. (’94) 1894 Rat 728 (728), Queen-Empress v. Ra.mdin. 

6. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (135), Umar v. Empress, 

7. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (134), Umar v. Empress. 

8. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 538 (539) : 7 Ind Cas 915 (Cal), Earcndra Pal v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (134, 135), Umar v. Empress. 


Section 288 
Notes 2-3 
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Section 288 
Notes 3-4 


commitment proceedings). Hence, the evidence of prosecution witnesses 
recorded without the accused being allowed to cross-examine them is 
not "duly recorded” and cannot be introduced into the record under 
this section . 2 But where the accused has declined to cross-examine 
the prosecution witnesses in spite of opportunity being given to him 
to do so, the absence of cross-examination by him does not affect the 
admissibility of the evidence under this section . 3 

The section requires also that the evidence in the committing 
Magistrate’s Court should have been recorded in the presence of the 
accused. Hence, evidence recorded in the absence of the accused 
cannot be admitted under this section . 1 

•See also the undermentioned case . 5 

4. “Under Chapter XYIII.” — This section applies only to the 
evidence of a witness recorded under chapter NVili. The statement of 
a witness made on any other occasion is not within the section . 1 

Prior to the amendment of 1923 the words “before the committing 
Magistrate” occurred in the section in the place of the words “under 
chapter XVIII.” The amendment makes it clear that evidence recorded 
under chapter XVIII falls within the section although it is not recorded 


2. (’94) 21 Cal 642 (665), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 54 (55) : 31 Cr. L. J. 121, Emperor v. Malirab.' (Reservation 
by committing Magistrate of cross-examination of witness suo motu — Evidence 
cannot be admitted in Sessions Court.) 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 54 (55) : 31 Cr. L. J. 121, Emperor v. Malirab. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lak 590 (593, 594) : 28 Cr. L. J. 33, Muhammad Aslam Khan v. 
Emperor. (Statements of witnesses recorded in presence of accused — Accused 
declining to cross-examine — Accused cross-examining on subsequent date — 
Statements are duly recorded.) 

{See also (’80) 6 Cal L R 53 (56), In the matter of Dham Mundul. (In this case 
it was held that opportunity to cross-examine was not denied.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudk 726 (727) : 26 Cri L Jour 1236, Sarju Singh v. Emperor. 
(Absence of cross-examination in spite of opportunity — Though technically 
admissible, evidence loses its weight.)] 

4. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 499 (500) : 1904 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, Pathana v. Emperor. 
(Approver’s evidence taken in accused’s absence.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 211 (212) : 35 All 260 : 19 Iud Cas 307, Emperor v. Gulabu. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 388 (389) : 16 Cr. L. J. 132 (133) : 17 Oudh Cas 363, Putin - 
v. Emperor. (Statements taken under S. 164.) 

(’94) 1894 Rat 728 (728), Queen-Empress v. Bamdin. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (134), Umar v. Empress. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), Queen v. Nussuruddin. 

(’96) 23 Cal 361 (365), Alimuddin v. Queen-Empress. 

5. (’86) 13 Cal 121 (123, 124), Adyan Singliv . Queen-Empress. (No objection taken 
by opposite party — Held that there was no reason to reject the evidence.) 

Note 4 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 226 (229) : 14 I. C. 418 : 36 Mad 159, In re Basrur Ycnlcaia 
Bao. (Statement of a witness made during a search.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 325 (32S) : 18 M L J 66 : 3 M L T 270 : 31 Mad 127, In re 
Sanhappa Bai. (Statement to police-officer or to an investigating Magistrate.) 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 499 (500, 501) : 1904 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, Pathana v. Emperor. 
(Approver’s statement before District Magistrate who is not committing Magistrate 
is not admissible under this section.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 468 (470), Queen- Empress \. Nana Baju. (Statements to Magistrates 
not empowered to commit do not fall under S. 288.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 303 (303) : 23 Cr.L. J. 262, Malaya Goundan v. Emperor. (Signed 
statement given before monegar cannot be admitted as substantive evidence.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 683 (685) : 33 Cr. L. J. 770, Nagendra Nath v. Emperor. 
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with a view to commitment. Thus, evidence recorded under s. 219, 
after commitment, would fall within the section . 2 

There is no special procedure provided for the recording of 
evidence under chapter xvm. Hence, the evidence recorded by a 
Magistrate in a case which he starts with a view to trial by himself 
but which he subsequently decides to commit to the sessions can be 
held to be evidence recorded under chapter XVIII. 3 

5. “ Discretion of the presiding Judge.” — The section leaves 
it to the discretion of the presiding Judge whether or not to admit 
the evidence referred to in it . 1 But the power being one in derogation 
of the general principle that a Court can only act on the evidence 
given before it (see definition of evidence in the Evidence Act, S. 3), 
the decision to let in the previous deposition of a witness under this 
section should be arrived at after careful consideration and only where 
there are sound and reasonable grounds for such a decision . 2 The 
desire to expedite the trial or the fact that the counsel for both the 
sides have agreed to this course, is not a sufficient reason for acting 
under the section . 3 The power should be confined to cases where the 
Judge has reason to think that a witness has deposed truly before 
the committing Magistrate but is not telling the truth before himself 
and that it is desirable in the interests of justice that the previous 
deposition of the witness should be brought on the record of the trial . 4 


2. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 235 (237):53 Cal 181:26 Cr.L.J. 1577, Abdul Gani\. Emperor. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Lull 389 (391) : I L R (1940) Lab 151, Fazalv. Emperor. (Mere 
mention of Chapter XVIII in this section does not mean that the provisions of 
that chapter must, in order to attract provisions of this section, be followed in 
their entiretv.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 235 (237): 53 Cal 181: 26 Cr.L..J. 1577, Abdul Ganiv. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind G1 (Go) : 38 Cri L Jour 487, Manghan Elian v. Emperor. 
(Section is not one to be lightly used.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 1 (12) : 3 Lah 144 : 23 Cr.L.J. 513, Narain Das v. Emperor. 
' (Such evidence should not be allowed to be read out to witnesses before defence 
is given opportunity of cross-examining them.) 

(’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (936), In rc Subha Nailc. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (134), TJmar v. Empress, 

2. (’74) 21 Sutli W R Cr 49 (51) : 12 Beng L R App 15, Queen v. Amanullali. 
(Discretion is to be exercised upon substantial materials rightly before the Court, 
and reasonably sufficient to guide the judgment of the Court to the truth of the 
matter, and not upon mere speculation or conjecture.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 706 (707) : 57 Cal 940 : 32 Cr. L. J. 180, Eliadem v. Emperor. 
(Examination-in-chief of prosecution witness before committing Magistrate, 
without his cross-examination on vital point, brought on record before Sessions 
Court — Though Sessions Court had discretion it was not allowed in, as being 
unfair to defence.) 

(’96) 9 C P L R App Cr 24 (25), Empress v. Tularam Brahmin. 

[See (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 61 (65) : 38 Cr.L.J. 487, Manglian Elian v. Emperor.'] 

3. (’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (936, 937), In re Subba Naik. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 136 (137) : 41 Cr. L. J. 323, In re Cliinna Papiah. (But 
evidence of such witness should not be relied upon in absence of corroboration.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 61 (65) : 38 Cri L Jour 487, Manghan Elian v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 All 746 (747) : 32 Cri L Jour 152, Abdul lalilkhan v. Emperor. 
(’96) 9 C P L R Cr 24 (25), Empress v. Tularam Brahmin. 

(’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (936), In re Subba Naik. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 111 (112) : 29 Cr. L. J. 1047, Sadar v. Emperor. (Only one 
divergence though unexplained is not sufficient for making use of section.) 
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But the Judge will not be justified in exercising his power under this 
section where there are only minor discrepancies between statements 
made before the committing Magistrate and before himself. 41 When 
the witness alleges that his statement before the committing Magistrate 
was the result of improper influence or pressure, the Sessions Judge 
should investigate into the truth of his allegation before coming to the 
conclusion that his deposition in the Sessions Court (which contradicts 
that in the committing Magistrate’s Court) is false. 5 See also Note 7. 

6. “If such witness is produced and examined.” — It is a 
condition precedent to the incorporation of the previous deposition of 
a witness under this section that he should be produced and examined 
as a witness at the sessions trial. 1 The examination contemplated is 
examination of the witness in the ordinary way. Hence, mere cross- 
examination of a witness or merely tendering a witness for cross- 
examination is not sufficient to satisfy the requirements of the section 
in this respect. 2 So also, the mere examination of a witness as to the 
fact of his having made the previous deposition is not enough for 
allowing action under this section. 3 

7. May he treated as evidence in the case for all purposes 
subject to the provisions of the Evidence Act. — By force of this 
expression the previous deposition of a witness admitted under this 
section can be treated as substantive evidence in the case and not 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 479 (482) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1107, In rc Krishna Iyer. (Statements 
in committing Magistrate’s Court by relatives of accused resiled from in sessions 
trial — Statements can justifiably be necepted as evidence under this section.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Mad S37 (839) : 31 Cr. L. J. 768 : 53 Mad 160, Eesava Filial v. 
Emperor. (Witness retracting statement before Sessions Judge — Reason to think 
that he is not telling truth — Section can be applied.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 379 (3S1) : 47 Mad 232 : 25 Cri L Jour 715, P. Somadu v. 
Appi Gadu. (Do.) 

4a. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 61 (65) : 38 Cr. L. J. 487, Manghan Khan v. Emperor. 
(The provisions of Ss. 145, 154, 155 and 157 of the Evidence Act may in such 
circumstances be more appropriately used.) 

5. (1900) 4 Cal W N 49 (55), Barangi Lall v. Empress. 

(’03) 7 Cal W N 345 (349, 350). King-Emperor v. Bhul Nath. (Repudiation of 
prior statement at the sessions — Allegations of improper influence as regards 
prior statement — Prior statement not to be relied upon.) 

Note 6 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Nag 170 (171) : 16 Nag L R 30 : 21 Cr. L. J. 486, ML Ajodhi 
v. Emperor. 

(’75) 24 Sutli W R Cr 11 (12), Queen v. Majohur Boy. 

(’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (935), In rc Subba Nail:. (S. 2S8 is not an exception to 
the rule in S. 286. It does not dispense with examination of the witness as 
directed by S. 286.) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (134), Umar v. Empress. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 212 (214) : 35 Cri L Jour 349, Emperor v. Natha Singh. 
(Witness produced but not examined — Section does not apply.) 

(’83) 18S3 Pun Re No. 23 Cr, p. 54 (55), Saib Dayal v. Empress. (Magistrate 
committing witness along with accused for same offence — His statement at 
enquiry not admissible.) 

2. (’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (935), In re Subba Nail:. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 582 (583) : 16 Cr. L. J. 615 (615), In rc Kotaigadu. (Witness 
simply tendered for cross-examination.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 706 (707) : 57 Cal 940 : 32 Cr.L.J. 180, Khadem v. Emperor. 
(Examination-in-chief of prosecution witness before committing Magistrate, with- 
out his cross-examination on vital point, brought on record before sessions.) 

3. (’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (936), In rc Subba Nail:. 
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merely as evidence useful for the purpose of corroborating or contra- 
dicting a witness . 1 The words "for all purposes subject to the provisions 
of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872” did not occur in the section as it 
stood prior to the amendment of 1928. Hence, the view taken in some 
of the decisions prior to the said amendment that the evidence admitted 
under this section could only be used for the purpose of corroboration 
or contradiction of a witness and not as a substantive evidence 2 is 
now no longer law. 

The words “subject to the provisions of the Indian Evidence Act” 
do not mean that the previous statements of a witness admitted under 
this section can be treated as evidence only in those cases in which 


Note 7 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 P C 119 (121) : 38 Cr. L. J. 498 : G4 I A 148 : ILR (1937) Bom 
711 (PC), Fakira v. Emperor. (Words “subject to the provisions of the Indian. 
Evidence Act, 1872” cannot be read so as to limit the purposes for which such 
evidence may be used.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Nag 340 (347) : 1940 N. L. J. 459 (469), Parmanand v. Emperor. 
(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 289 (293) : 19 Pat 369, Ncbt-i Mandal v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 357 (35S): 17 Lah 419: 37 Cr.L.J. 567, N arm jan v. Emperor. 
f ’36) AIR 1936 Pat 11 (14) : 36 Cri L Jour 235, Emperor v. Lalji Roy. 

(’25) AIR 1925 All 185 (186) : 47 All 276 : 26 Cri L Jour 450, 'fully v. Emperor. 

(Previous statements relied upon for purpose of upholding conviction of appellants.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 379(381):47 Mad 232:25 Cr.L.J. 715, PedaSomaduv.Appigadu. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 399 (399) : 6 Lah 171 : 27 Cr. L. J. 438, Raklia v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 452 (453) : 6 Lah 199 : 26 Cri L Jour 1245, Amir Zaman v. 
Emperor. (The expression merely means that the law of evidence enacted in that 
Act must be complied with.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 57 (59) : 11 Rang 4 : 34 Cr. L. J. 286, Nga Nyein v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 479 (480) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1365 : 49 All 251, Behari v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 550 (554): 2 Pat 517 : 24 Cr. L. J. 641, Gansa Oraon v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 545 (547, 548) : 9 Pat 592 : 32 Cri L Jour 66, Bliikari Pati v. 
Emperor. (If truthful and corroborated sufficiently, it may be preferred to state- 
ment in Sessions Court.) 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 73 (75) : 10G Ind Cas 585 (587) (Lah), Ala Singh v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 20 (23) : 45 Mad 766 : 24 Cr. L. J. 417, VclliahEone v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 184 (190) : 2 Low Bur Rul 125, Shwe Ela v. Emperor. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 61 (64, 65) : 28 All 683 : 1906 A W N 187 : 3 All L Jour 852, 
Dwarka Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 108 (109): 46 Bom 97: 22 Cr. L. J. 636, MarutiJoli v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Bom 266 (267,268):26 Cr.L.J. 705:50 Bom 215, Basappav. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 105 (105, 106) : 26 Cri L Jour 1553, Fazaruddin v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 235 (238) : 53 Cal 181 : 26 Cri L Jour 1577, Abdul Gani v. 
Emperor. (Evidence admitted under this section was made basis of conviction.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 228 (230) : 31 Cri L Jour 916, Taflz Pramanik v. Emperor. 

(Jurors are at liberty to believe evidence admitted under this section.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 414 (416), Queen-Empress v. Doraisami Ayyar. (Such evidence may 
be used as much in favour of the defence as in support of the prosecution.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 743 (745) : 15 Lah 765 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1005, Puran v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 331 (332, 333) : 18 Cri L Jour 703 (705) : 1917 Pun Re No. 37 
Cr, Pirthi v. Emperor. (Evidence brought in under this section cannot be accep- 
ted as proper corroboration of confession made to Magistrate and subsequently 
retracted.) 

(’85) 2 Weir 375 (375), In re Vellaya fevan. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 132 (136), Umar v. Empress. 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 345 (346), Guruswaviy Pillai v. Emperor. (Evidence before 
Magistrate retracted before Sessions Judge — Judge acts legally in convicting 
upon testimony tendered before Magistrate.) 

2. (’06) 10 Cal W N eexliii (eexliii), Emperor v. Gholam Kadhir. 

(’85) 7 All 862 (863), Queen-Empress v. Dau Sahai. 

(’99) 21 All 111 (112) : 1898 AWN 196, Queen-Empress v. Jeochi. 

(1900) 22 All 445 (446, 447) : 1900 AWN 169, Queen-Empress v. Eirmal Das. 
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Section 288 sucli a course is expressly provided for by the Evidence Act. Nor does 
Note 7 the expression mean that the prior depositions can be used as evidence 
in every case in which there is no express provision in the Evidence 
Act prohibiting such a course. The expression only means that the 
evidence admitted under this section is subject to the same rules as to 
admissibility and relevancy as any other evidence and that a Judge is 
not at liberty to admit irrelevant evidence under this section merely 
because it happens to be the deposition of a witness given before the 
committing Magistrate . 3 

As seen already, the evidence admitted under this section consti- 
tutes substantive evidence in the case quite as much as any other 
evidence. There is no legal objection to a conviction being based purely 
on the prior deposition of a witness admitted under this section. 3a But 
as a matter of prudence, before preferring the evidence given before 
the committing Magistrate to that given before himself and acting on 
such evidence, a Judge should have very substantial grounds for doing 
so . 4 Especially, it would be highly unsafe to use as corroboration of a 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 289 (292) : 19 Sind L R 71 : 26 Cr. L. .T. 1063, Bahadur 
Rano v. Emperor. (Evidence before committing Magistrate — Amended section 
does not preclude its use as substantive evidence in Sessions Court — “Subject 
to the provision, etc.” is meant to prevent irrelevant evidence.) 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 452 (453) : 6 Lab 199 : 26 Cri L Jour 1245, Amir Zaman v. 
Crown. (For instance, evidence, which bad been wrongly admitted by the 
committing Magistrate, in violation of the provisions of the Evidence Act, could 
not be transferred to the session’s file.) 

(’25) AIR 1225 Pat 51 (53) : 3 Pat 781 : 26 Cr. L. J. 270, Jchal Tcli v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 440 (442) : 27 Cri L Jour 594, Bigna IZumliar v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 105 (105, 106) : 26 Cri L Jour 1553, Fazaruddin v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 All 479 (480) : 49 All 251 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1365, Bcliari v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Bom 266 (267) : 26 Cr.L.J . 705 : 50 Bom 215, Basappav. Emperor . 
3a. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 340 (347) : 1940 XL J 459 (4G9), Par manandv. Emperor. 
(Corroboration not necessary.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lab 357 (358) : 37 Cr. L. J. 567 : 17 Lab 419, Narinjan Singh v. 

Emperor. (Section does not show that there need be corroboration.) 

■(’35) AIR 1935 All 691(692) : 36 Cr.L.J. S23 ,RajaRamv. Emperor. (Independent 
corroboration is not invariably necessary.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 222 (224) : 35 Cri L Jour S94, Emperor v. Shankar. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 136 (137) : 41 Cr. L. J.323, Inre Chinna Papiah. (Where 
a witness in a Court of Session resiles from a statement made by him in a 
committing Court, bis evidence should not be relied on in the absence of 
corroboration although it may be treated as substantive evidence under S. 28S.) 

■(’39) 41 P L R 862 (864), Fazal v. Emperor. (No conviction can be based on the 
statements of the prosecution witnesses if they without any exception resile from 
their statements made before the committing Magistrate, and there is no other 
independent evidence, direct or circumstantial, on the record.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lab 357 (359) : 37 Cr. L. J. 567 : 17 Lab 419, Narinjan v. Emperor. 
'(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 11 (14) : 36 Cr. L. J. 235, Emperor v. Lalji Boy. (Statements 
before committing Magistrate — Witness examined in sessions — Previous 
statement becomes substantive evidence under S. 288, Cr. P. C. — Statement 
modified or resiled in Sessions Court — Conviction on previous statement is 
unsafe unless circumstances indicate truth of statement.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 379 (3S2) : 47 Mad 232 : 25 Cr. L. J. 715, Pcda Somadu 
v. Appigadu. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 399 (400) : 6 Lab 171 : 27 Cri L Jour 438, Bakhar. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lab 238 (240) : 1919 Pun Re No. 17 Cr : 20 Cri L Jour 792, Slier 
DU v. Emperor. (When there are strong grounds, apart from the statements 
being retracted, for doubting truth of statements made before committing 
Magistrate, they should not be accepted as substantive evidence.) 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 51 (55) : 3 Pat 781 :‘26 Cr.L.J. 270, Jchal Tcli v. Emperor. 
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retracted confession the retracted deposition of a witness admitted 
under this section . 5 

The whole of the prior statement of a witness and not merely 
portions of it should be treated as evidence in the case . 0 

8. Corroboration of evidence admitted under this section. 

. — The prior deposition of a witness before the committing Magistrate 
admitted under this section stands on the same footing as any other 
evidence in the case (see Note 7). Hence, it is “testimony” within the 
meaning of S. 157 of the Evidence Act, and can be corroborated by 
means of prior statements of the witness of the kind mentioned in 
that section . 1 Thus, when the evidence of a witness in the committing 
Magistrate’s Court is transferred to the file of the Sessions Court under 
this section, a prior statement of the witness recorded under s. 161 
can ho used to corroborate the evidence . 2 But under s. 162, a statement 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 440 (443) : 27 Cri L Jour 594, Bigna Kumhar v. Emperor. 

(Weight to be given to previous evidence depends on facts of each case.) 

(1893) Oudh Sel Cas No. 229 p. 456, Queen-Empress v. Ahbaran Singh. 

(’ 22) AIR 1922 Bom 108 (109): 46 Bom 97 : 22Cr.L. J. 636, Maruli Jotiv. Emperor. 

(Adoption of such course should be found necessary for purposes of justice.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 894 (894), Queen-Empress v. Subraya. (Conviction based on such 
evidence alone, specially when it was retracted before the Sessions Court, would 
not be justified.) 

(’98) 1898 Rat 966 (966), Queen v. Mallaija San ill uhlu/a. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 182 (183) : 35 Cri L. Tour 797, Pahahvan Singh v. Emperor. 
(Evidence before committing Magistrate and Sessions Judge quite contrary — 
There must be independent corroboration to base conviction on evidence before 
committing Magistrate.) 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 49 (55). Bajrangi Lai v. Empress. (It is improper to bring on 
the record without further inquiry the evidence of a witness before the commit- 
ting Magistrate who says that his evidence in the lower Court was given under- 
pressure and threat by the police.) 

(’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 939 (940), In re Nuhala Subbaiya, 

(’74) 21 Suth WRCr49 (51) : 12 Beng LRApp 15, Queen-Empress v. Amanullah. 
(’87) 10 Mad 295 (313, 314) : 2 Weir 407, Queen-Empress v. P.angi. 

[See (’37) AIR 1937 Lah 597 (597) : 38 Cri L L Jour 765, Earnam Singh v. 
Emperor. (Statement of witnesses at trial contradicted by statements made before 
committing Magistrate — Accused cannot be convicted.)] 

[Sec also (’40) AIR 1940 .Pat 289 (293) : 19 Pat 369, Nebti Mandal v. Emperor. 
(There was ample corroborative material which inclined the Sessions Judge to 
prefer deposition in committing Court to that in Sessions Court.)] 

75. (1900) 27 Cal 295 (306, 307) : 4 Cal W N 129, Queen-Empress v. Jadub Das. 
(Confession of accused before committing Magistrate not fairly obtained.) 

(’92) 2 Weir 509 (509), In re Earreti Yenkatasami. 

(’88) 12 Mad 123 (124) : 2 Weir 376, Queen-Empress v. Bharmappa. 

(1900) 13 C P L R Or 107 (109, 110), Empress v. Ghutia. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 331 (333) : 18 Cri L Jour 703 (705) : 1917 Pun Re No. 37 Or, 
Pirthi v. Emperor. 

•6. (’29) AIR 1929 Nag 233 (235) : 30 Cri L Jour 333, Musa v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 879 (880) : 27 Cr.L.J. 18, Ayyam Perumal Pillaiv. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’24) AIR1924Lah 609(610): 5Lah 324: 25Cr.L.J. 1201, Mam Chandv. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 20 (23): 45 Mad 766:24 Cr.L.J. 417, VelliahKonev. Emperor. 

[See (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 124 (125) : 60 Cal 1339 : 35 Cri L Jour 567, Manor Ali 
' v. Emperor .] 

[But see (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 542 (542, 543) : 34 Bom 599 : 7Ind Cas 933, Emperor 
v. AJcbar Badu. (Only statements of witnesses made in trying Court can be 
corroborated in manner contemplated by S. 157, Evidence Act.)] 

2. (’23) AIR1923Mad 20(23): 45 Mad 766: 24'Cr.L.J. 417, Vclliah Konev. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 124 (125) : 60 Cal 1339 : 35 Cr.L.J. 567, ManarAli v. Emperor. 

' [See (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 343 (344) : 8 Pat 625 : 30 Cri L Jour 1136, Mathura 

Teivari v. Emperor,] 
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Section 288 
Hotes 8-9 


made to the police would not be admissible for such a purpose. 3 "' 
Further, a statement of the witness recorded under s. 164 which 
corroborates 1 his deposition before the committing Magistrate admitted 
under this section cannot be treated as substantive evidence. 4 

9. Practice and procedure. — Before introducing into the 
record the statement of a witness made before the committing Magis- 
trate, the Judge is bound to inform the accused and the prosecution of 
his intention to do so. The reason is that otherwise the parties will 
have no opportunity of testing the statement by cross-examination or 
of otherwise dealing with it as part of the material which may influence 
the decision of the Court. 1 

When the evidence of a witness before the committing Magistrate 
is inconsistent with his evidence in the Sessions Court and it is 
proposed to use his previous statement under this section, it is the- 
duty of the Judge' to draw his attention to his previous statement and. 
afford him an opportunity of explaining the inconsistency between his 
two statements. 2 See Evidence Act, s. 145 . 

See also the undermentioned cases. 3 


3. (’25) AIR 1925 Ln.li 399 (400) : 0 Lah 171 : 27 Cr.L.J. 438, Rahhax. Emperor. 
[But see (’24) AIR 1924 Lali G09 (G10) : 5 Lnk 324 : 25 Gri L .Tour 1201, Mam 

Chand v. Emperor. (Submitted not good law.] 

4. (’27) AIR 1927 Mnd 1112 (1112) : 28 Cri L Jour 279, In rc Karuppan Pillai. 

Note 9 

1. (’SG) 18SG All W N 25G (25G, 257), Empress v. Jawahar. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 215 (21G) : 27 Cri L Jour 813, Nagina v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nng 233 (235) : 30 Cri L Jour 333, Musa v. Emperor. (Whole 
statement to be put to witness.) 

2. (’81) 1881 All W N 74 (74), Empress v. Nazzara. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lali 111 (112) : 29 Cri L Jour 1047, Sadar x. Emperor. (Witness 
was not asked explanation as to discrepancy between statements during prelimi- 
nary enquiry and committal proceedings.) 

(’85) 7 All 862 (863), Queen-Empress v. Dan Sahai. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 40 (42) : 23 Cri L Jour 218, Lachmi Lai v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 338 (339, 344): 32 Cr. L. J. 43S, Nanliu Mahton v. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 8G (88) : 31 Cal 142 (FB), Emperor v. Zawar Rahman. (Per 
Prinsep, OGg., C. J.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 237 (241): 16 Cr. L. J. 754, Lahshman Totaram v. Emperor - 
(Scmblc : In every criminal trial, Judges cannot be too careful to conform strictly 
with principles of evidence.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 924 (925), Queen-Empress v. Soma Dalji . 

(’92) 2 Weir 509 (509), In rc SoUlcan. 

(’02) 6 Cal W N cclxxvi (cclxxvi), Emperor v, Moni Lai. 

[Sec also (’9G) 10 C P L R App Cr 15 (15), Empress v. Bliaddoo Ahir. (It is the 
duty of the Sessions Judge to notice all important variations and discrepancies 
in the deposition of the witness ns given before him and ns given before the 
committing Magistrate.)] 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 140 (141):37 Cr. L. J.1045, Samcrox. Emperor. (Witness 

resiling from statement made in committing Magistrate’s Court Notice to 

show cause cannot be issued when case is pending.) 

(’85) Weir 3rd Edn. 934 (936), In re Subba Nail c. (Rule appears to contemplate ' 
that the witness shall first have been examined and that after that his evidence 
before the Magistrate may be treated as evidence.) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, p. 134(135), Umar x. Empress. (Judge can treat depo- 
sition as part of the material on which he sums up to the jury — The deposition 
should however be known to the jury or the assessors in the same way as other 
documentary evidence, that is, by reading the whole or such part to the jury or 
assessors and if necessary showing it to them.) 
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10. Approver’s evidence. — The section is ■wide enough to Section 288 
include the testimony of an approver. Hence, -where an approver is Note 10 
examined as a witness in the committing Magistrate’s Court and is 
again examined as a witness in the Sessions Court, his evidence before 
the committing Magistrate can be introduced under this section into 
the record of the sessions case, notwithstanding that he has repudiated 
his former statement. 1 But it would be unsafe to base a conviction 
on the retracted statement of an approver in the absence of any 
corroboration. 2 See also s. 337 Note 16. 


2 . 89 .* (1) When the examination of the Section 289 
Procedure after exa- witnesses for the prosecution and 
for prosecution. the examination (if any) of the 

accused are concluded, the accused shall he asked 
whether he means to adduce evidence. 

(2) If he says that he does not, the prosecutor 
may sum up his case ; and, if the Court considers that 
there is no evidence that the accused committed the 
offence, it may then, in a case tried with the aid of 

* 1882 :S. 289; 1872 : S. 251; 1861 ; S. 372. 


(’99) 1 Bom L R 156 (157). Queen-Empress v. Vitim Bayaji. (Question of admis- 
sibility of previous deposition, should be determined then and thereon its tender 
and reasons recorded for the admission.) 

(’92) 2 Weir 509 (509), In re Solchan. (Depositions should be put in and proved 
in the course of examination of each witness.) 

(’97) 1897 Rat 924 (925), Queen-Empress v. Soma Dalji. (The Sessions Judge 
should record the statements as exhibits in his own proceedings.) 

(’87) 1887 Rat 343 (343), Queen-Empress v. Govardhan. (Sessions Judge should 
in his proceedings distinctly note that he has admitted the deposition and give 
the deposition a number in his proceedings and translate it or the material por- 
tions of it in his English minute of the proceedings.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 1 (12) : 3 Lab 144 : 23 Cri L Jonr 513, M ah ant Narain Das 
v. Emperor. (Time for transfer of depositions. Court should not allow statements 
of approver to be read out to the witness before the defence has had an opportu- 
' rity of cross-examining him.) 

Note 10 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 All 567 (572) : 40 Cri L Jour 856 : I L R (1939) All 736, Bhola 
Nath v. Emperor. (Sessions Judge can rely on earlier statement in preference to 
the statement before the Sessions Court.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 545 (547, 548):9 Pat 592 : 32 Cr. L. J. 66, Bhikari v. Emperor. 
(’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 42 (44), Mamuh v. Empress. (It is not rule of law 
but it is true proposition that evidence of accomplice requires just as much, or as 
little, corroboration as is needed to convince mind of prudent person that facts 
alleged against accused are true.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 741 (742):22-Cr. L. J. 385, DammurV cerabhadraw Emperor, 
(’99) 21 All 175 (176, 177) : 1899 A W N 14, Empress v. Soneju. 

(’03-’04) 2 Low Bur Rul 214 (215 ), .Shwe Unit v. Emperor. 

In the following cases, however, it was doubted whether this section applies 
to the evidence of an approver who has forfeited his pardon. It is submitted that 
so long as the approver is examined as witness, his evidence may be admitted 
under this section : — 

(’81) 1881- All W N 74 (74), Empress v. Nazzara. 

(’83) 13 Cal L R 326 (327), Nanha Malta v. Empress. 

(’81) 7 Cal L R 66 (68), In the matter of Joyudee Parmanich. 

2. (’91) 1891 All W N 184 (185), Queen-Empress v. Nagu. 
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Section 289 
Notes 1-2 


assessors, record a finding, or, in a case tried by a jury, 
direct the jury to return a verdict of not guilty. 

(3) If the accused, or any one of several accused, 
says that he means to adduce evidence, and the Court 
considers that there is no evidence that the accused 
committed the offence, the Court may then, in a’ ease 
tried with the aid of assessors, record a finding, or, in 
a case tried by a jury, direct the jury to return a 
verdict of not guilty. 

(4) If the accused, or any one of several accused, 
says that he means to adduce evidence, and the Court 
considers that there is evidence that he committed the 
offence, or if,' on his saying that he does not mean to 
adduce evidence, the prosecutor sums up his case and 
the Court considers that there is evidence that the 
accused committed the offence, the Court shall call on 
the accused to enter on his defence. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. When the examination of wit- 

nesses for prosecution is con- s 
eluded. 

3. After the examination, if any, 

of the accused. 

4. “The accused shall be asked 

whether he means to adduce 
evidence.’ 1 

5. “The prosecutor may sum up 

his case” — Sub-section (2). 


6. Where there is no evidence that 

the accused committed the 
offence. 

7. Record a finding of not guilty. 

8. “Direct the jury to return a 

verdict of not guilty.” 

■ 9. “Shall call on the accused to 
enter on his defence” — Sub- 
section (4). 

10. Procedure where the witnesses 

for the accused are absent. 

11. Effect of non-compliance with 

the section. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Accused not adducing evidence — No “Not proven” — Finding of. See Note 7. 
adverse inference to be drawn. See Be _ calli of proseeu tion evidence. See 
Note 9. Note 2 

Acquittal where there is no prosecution 
evidence. See Note 6. Record of the defence. See Note 9. 


1. Legislative changes, 

1. The corresponding S. 372 of the Code of 1S61 contained a single 
clause that the accused should be called upon to enter on his defence 
after the close of the prosecution evidence. 

2. The first two clauses of S. 251 of the Code of 1872 contained 
similar provisions, clause (l) thereof corresponding to sub-ss. (l) and (2) 
and clause (2) to sub-s. (4) of the present section. 

3. Section 289 of the Code of 1882 is the same as the present section. 

2. When the examination of witnesses for prosecution is 

concluded. — The general principle is that an accused person is 
entitled to know what the evidence against him is before he is called 
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upon to enter on Iris defence . 1 This section accordingly provides that 
he is to be called upon to enter on his defence only after the examination 
of the prosecution witnesses is concluded . 2 The closing of the case for 
the prosecution is thus not mere form but with certain exceptions 
closes the door to any further evidence against the accused; the 
prosecutor cannot re-open his ease and make additions to it except such 
voluntary additions as the accused may make himself , 3 and except for 
the purpose of contradicting any new case set up by the accused in his 
defence . 4 If for any reason the Court re-calls any prosecution witness 
after the accused has made his defence, the accused should be given a 
further opportunity of calling evidence with reference to the evidence 
so recorded . 5 The Court should wait before proceeding under this 
section till all the evidence on the side of the prosecution is concluded ;'’ 1 
it cannot proceed under this section in the course of the prosecution 
evidence because it does not believe the evidence so far tendered . 0 

3. After the examination, if any, of the accused. — The 

words "if any" would appear to suggest that the examination of the 
accused is not always necessary in a sessions trial. This, however, is 
not so. The words are intended to cover only those cases where the 
accused has no circumstances to explain, as for instance, where he has 
admitted his guilt, and are not intended to relax the imperative 
provisions of S. 3-12 in sessions trials . 1 

Consequently, before an accused person is called upon to enter on 
his defence, he should be examined as to whether he has anything to 
say regarding the evidence against him , 2 even if he had been examined 
with great care before the committing Magistrate, because it makes a 
considerable difference to listeners like the jurors whether a previous 
statement is read over to them or the accused is examined in their 
presence so that they may see his demeanour . 3 

See also S.342 Note 20. 


Section 289 — Note 2 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 All 322'(323) : 4-5 All 323 : 23 Or. L. .T. 305, Mahadeo v. Emperor. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Bom 339 (341) : 22 Cri L Jour 58, Alex Pimento v. Emperor. 
/’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 7 (8) : 9 Ind Cas 46 (Cal), Badha 3Iadhab Pdkra v. Emperor. 
(’79) 4 Cal L R 338 (340), In re Turibullah. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 953 (953) : 29 Cri L Jour 844, Karam Ghand v. Emperor. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 All 322 (323) : 45 All 323 : 25 Cr. L. J. 305, Mahadeov. Emperor. 
See also S. 244 Note 3 and S. 256 Note 10. 

4. (’71) 3 N W P H C R 271 (272), Queen v. Ghotcy Lai. 

5. (’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 15 (15), Queen v. Assanoollah. 

(’25) AIR 19)25 Lah 531 (531) : 26 Cri L Jour 1035, Shugan Chand v. Emperor. 
(Case relating to trial before a Magistrate.) 

See also S. 257 Note 2 and S. 540 Note 10. 

5a. (’92) 14 All 212 (214) : 1892 All W N 63, Queen-Empress v. Bayfield. 

See also S. 540 Note 5. 

6. (’89) 2 Weir 384 (384, 385) : 20 Mad 445, Queen-Empress v. Eamalingam. 
(’98) 1 Oudh Cas 85 (87), Queen v. Bhup Singh. 

Note 3 

1. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 325 (339) : 3 Ind Cas 625 (Cal), Ehiulir am Bose v. Emperor. 
(’03-04) 2 Lovr Bur Rul 115 (116), Nga Thct TJ v. King-Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (695) :55 All 1040:34 Gr.L.J, 967, S.H. Jliabwala v. Emperor. 

2. (’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 57 Cr, p. 64 (65), Azeem v. Croton. 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 57 (58) : 26 Cri L Jour 1576, Emperor v:3Id. Shafi. 
See also S. 342 Note 20. 


Section 289 
Notes 2r-3 
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Notes 4-6 


4. “ The accused shall be asked whether he means to adduce 
evidence.” — After the conclusion of the j>roseeution evidence the 
Courtis hound to ask the accused person if he means to adduce evidence 
and the accused himself cannot waive the benefit of such a provision. 1 
The words “adduce evidence” in sub-s. (l) do not mean the same thing 
as the words “enter on his defence” in sub-s. (4). It is only where at a 
later stage, the Court considers that there is evidence that the accused 
'person committed the offence that the accused is to he called upon 
to enter on his defence. 2 

5. “The prosecutor may sum up his case” — Sub-section (2). 

— The prosecutor may sum up his case only if the accused says he 
does not mean to adduce evidence. In a case where several persons 
are tried together the word “he” in sub-ss. (2) and (4) should be 
construed to apply to all the accused together and so a prosecutor 
may sum up only if all the accused say they do not mean to adduce 
evidence. 1 

6. Where there is no evidence that the accused committed 
the offence. — The words "no evidence” in sub-s. (2) mean merely 
that there is not on the record any evidence which, even if true, 
would amount to legal proof of the offence charged against the accused; 
they cannot he extended to mean no satisfactory, trustworthy or 
conclusive evidence. 1 The real test in deciding whether there is 
evidence or not is to see whether a Judge, at a trial held with the aid 
of jurors, could say that there was no evidence which could go 
before the jury. 2 However, a mere scintilla of evidence is not enough 
to justify the Judge in leaving a case to the jury. There must be 
evidence from which they might reasonably conclude the fact to he 
established. 8 The “evidence” referred to is the evidence let in on behalf 
of the prosecution. So, where the only evidence is the confession of a 
co-accused' 1 or the evidence of witnesses of a co-accused, 5 it is a case of 


Note 4 

1. (’68) 10 Sutli W R Cr 7 (7), Bhugivan v. Doyal Gope. 

- [Sec also (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 152 (153) : 18 M L J 330, In re Bangasioami Ohcttij. 
(An accused person in a criminal trial cannot waive the benefit of the legal pro- 
visions regulating the trial.)] 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (474, -478) : 21 Cr. L. J. 705 : 5 Pat L Jour 430, Baghu 
Bhumij v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’94) 18 Bom 304 (305), Queen-Empress v. Sadanand Narayan. 


Note 6 

1. (’88) 1888 All W N 153 (153), Empress v. Nanha. , 

(’88) 10 All 414 (410, 417) : 1888 AWN 129, Queen-Empress v. il Iunna Ball. 
(’92) 10 Bom 414 (422), Queen-Empress v. Vajiram. 

(’83) 9 Cal 875 (877) : 12 Cal L Rep 506, Shadulla Howladar v. Empress. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1055 (1055) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1151, Bahamali Howladar v. Emperor. 
(No evidence worth the name is under the law very different from no evidence.) 
(’89) 2 Weir 391 (391, 392). 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 121 (124) : 30 Cri L Jour 519, Emperor v. Nawal Ki shore. 
(’94) Oudh Sel Cas No. 274, p. 607 (608), Joga Singh v. Gancsh Singh. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 All 90 (91): 49 All 181: 27 Cr.L.J. 1369, Balchandx, Emperor. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (777): 16 Cr.L.J. 561(565)(F.B.), Emperor v.Hpcndr a. 

4. (’71-74) 7 Mad H G R App xv (xv). 

(’09) 9 Cri-L Jour 404 (405): 1 Ind Cas 867: 33 Mad 46, In re Giddigadu. 

5. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 68 (68): 2 Ind Cas 525 (Mad), In re Baghavaraju. 
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“‘no evidence” within the meaning of this section. The evidence 
contemplated by sub-s. (2) includes both direct and circumstantial 
evidence.® The words “no evidence” do not, however, mean absence of 
evidence on behalf of the prosecution owing to failure of witnesses to 
attend. So, where the prosecution could not adduce evidence owing to 
failure of witnesses to attend, the Court cannot treat it as a case of 
"“no evidence” and proceed under this section.” 

7. Record a finding of not guilty. — If the Court considers that 
there is no evidence, it can, in a case tried with the aid of assessors, 
itself record a finding of not guilty even without taking the opinions of 
the assessors, but if there is some evidence, though not trustworthy, 
satisfactory or conclusive, the Court must record the opinions of 
assessors before recording a finding of not guilty. 1 But the Court 
■cannot, purporting to act under this section, record a finding of not 
guilty where it considers the charge itself improper. 2 Where there is 
no evidence the Judge should enter a verdict of acquittal ; there is no 
warrant for a finding of “not proven." 3 

8. “Direct the jury to return a yerdict of not guilty.” — 

If in a case tried by a jury there is no legal evidence that the accused 
committed the offence, the Court should direct the jury to return a 
verdict of “not guilty.” It must not leave it to the jury to express their 
opinion since a finding of guilty by the jury under such circumstances 
cannot be sustained, 1 even if there is some evidence available but not 
called by the prosecution. 2 The direction of a Judge that there is no 
evidence that the accused committed an offence is binding on the jury 
and must be followed by them and where the Judge, in such a case, 


6. See (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 263 (270): 15 Pat 817: 38 Cr. L. J. 673, Samarendra 
Kumar v. Emperor. (The judgment uses the words “oral and circumstantial” 
but apparently what is meant is “direct and circumstantial.”) 

7. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 584 (585): 27 Cri L Jour 12 5, Superintendent and Bement- 
branccr of Legal Affairs v. Sardar Sail:. 

Note 7 

1. (’96) 9 C P L R Cr 24 (25), Empress v. Tularam Brahmin. 

(’99) 2 Weir 776 (777), Public Prosecutor v. Sarabu Channayya. 

{’81} 2 Weir 382 (382), Public Prosecutor v. Nalli Goundan. 

(’70) 7 Bom H C R Cr 82 (82), Beg. v. Parvaii. 

(’92) 16 Bom 414 (422), Queen-Empress v. Yaji Bam. 

<’88) 10 All 414 (416, 417): 1888 AWN 129, Queen-Empress v. il Pinna Ball. 

See also S. 309 Note 3. 

2. (’90) 12 All 551 (552): 1890 AWN 178, Dwaraka Lall v. Mahadeo Bai. 

3. (’85) 2 Weir 381 (381), In re Korada Gummanna. 

Note 8 

1. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 57 (57, 58), Queen v. Greedhary. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 87 (92), Queen v. Nobokisto Ghose. 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 19 (20), Queen v. Button Dass. 

{’7lj 15 Suth W R Cr 46 (46), Queen v. Bahar Ali. (Conviction by a jury set 
aside in a case of murder in which there was total absence of all evidence to 
show the prisoner’s guilt.) 

(’99) 2 Weir 515 (516), In re Mammadi. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 121 (123): 30 Cr.L.J. 519, Emperor v. Nawal Kishorc. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 698 (698): 22 Cr.L.J. 60, Asimuddin Sardar v. Emperor. 

2. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr.ll (11), In re Sheikh Tenoo. 

(’91) 2 Weir 382 (382, 383), Public Prosecutor v. Nalli Goundan. (It is not the 
duty of a Sessions Judge to supplem'ent a defective enquiry on the part of magis- 
tracy and the police.) 
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directs the jury to return a verdict of “not guilty,” the jury must accept 
that opinion whether they agree with it or not ; a return of verdict of 
guilty in such a case cannot be accepted. 3 The Court' cannot forbear 
from directing a return of a verdict of not guilty if there is no evidence, 
even on the ground that the case of a co-accused is likely, to be 
prejudiced thereby. 4 But if there is some evidence the case must go 
before the jury and the Court cannot direct a verdict of not guilty 
because it disbelieves the evidence. 5 

A Court of Session, unlike a High Court, has no power to stay 
proceedings under S. 273 on unsustainable charges and all that it can 
do after hearing the evidence and coming to the conclusion that there 
is no evidence that the accused committed the offence, is to direct the 
jury to return a verdict of not guilty, but it cannot do so before the 
commencement of the trial. This provision is meant for remedying 
any suspicion of injustice under which the accused may labour in 
respect of what he considers to be a committal on insufficient evidence. 14 

9. “Shall call on the accused to enter on his defence” — 
Sub-section (5). — The calling upon an accused person to enter on 
his defence under this sub-section is not a mere formality but is an 
essential part of a criminal trial. 1 So, where there is some evidence on 
behalf of the prosecution which might go before a jury, the Court 
should call upon the accused to enter on his defence 2 after the close 
of the prosecution evidence and summing up by the prosecutor. 3 As 
to whether a failure to call upon the accused to enter upon his defence 
is an irregularity covered by S. 537, see Note 11. 

Where several persons are tried together, ’ even if one of them 
offers to adduce evidence, all of them should be called upon to enter- 
on their defence and they must follow one another in their defence, 
since there cannot be a summing up only in the case of accused not 
adducing evidence and a right of reply as against others. 4 Since in 
a criminal case the burden of proof is on the prosecution and the 
conviction must be based on evidence which excludes the theory of 
innocence, 5 the accused should be called upon to enter on his defence- 
only if the evidence is such as to enable the Court to ‘judge’ rather 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 All 708 (70S, 709) : I L R (1939) All S71 : 41 Cri L Jour 142, 
Emperor v. Qudrat, (The question of absence of evidence is treated as a question 
of law and not a mere question of fact.) 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 728 (729): 27 Gri L Jour 398, Haricharan Das v. Emperor - 

5. (’72) 16 Suth W R Cr 20 (21), In re Huroo Shaha. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 370 (374) : 7 Pat 15 : 28 Cr.L.J. 692, Bamcharitcr v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 172 (175) : 10 Pat 140 : 32 Cri L Jour 975, Bap Narain v. 
Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 121 (123) : 30 Cri L Jour 519, Emperor v. Nawal Eishorc. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 809 (811) : 25 Cri L Jour 1048, Emperor v. Osman Sardar. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1055 (1055, 1056) : 26 Cri LJour 1151, Bahamali v. Emperor. 

6. (’35) AIR 1935 Nag 202 (204, 205) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1389 : 31 N L R 360, Maroti 
v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’96) 23 Cal 252 (253), Queen v. Imam Ali Klian. 

2. (’92) 16 Bom 414 (423), Queen-Empress v. Yaji Bam. 

3. (’91) 1891 Rat 581 (582), Queen-Empress y. Dliamba. 

4. (’94) 18 Bom 364 (365), Queen-Empress vl Sadanand Narayan. 

5. (’95) 1895 Rat 779 (7S3), Queen-Empress v. Narayan Nathu. c 
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than conjecture . 6 For the same reason no adverse inference can be 
drawn against the accused if he fails to adduce evidence even if he 
had, in answer to a question under the first part of this section, 
undertaken to adduce evidence . 7 If the accused makes an } 7 statement 
in his defence, it ought to be recorded. If he does not voluntarily 
make any statement or declines to answer questions under s. 312, the 
facts should be noted. When there is nothing else to show the nature 
of the defence, a note of the address to the Court under s. 290, if any, 
should be recorded. The record is not complete unless it shows the 
nature of the defence set up . 8 

Where the accused calls no witnesses, the clause means that he 
or his pleader is to make his final address to the Court . 0 

10. Procedure where the witnesses for the accused are 
absent. — Where due to a mistake the witnesses for the defence 
were not in attendance, not having been summoned by the Magistrate, 
it was held that the trial should be adjourned and the accused should 
be given an opportunity to examine his witnesses by summoning them 
if necessary , 1 after calling upon him to enter on his defence . 2 

11. Effect of non-compliance with the section. — The 

criminal proceedings are bad unless they are conducted in the manner- 
prescribed by law and if they are substantially bad in themselves, the 
defect will not be cured by any consent or waiver on the part of the 
accused . 1 Thus, it is irregular to record the prosecution evidence after 
the accused has entered on his defence , 2 but it is only an irregularity 
which does not vitiate the trial if there has been no prejudice caused 
to the accused by reason of such irregularity . 3 

G. (’93) 1893 Rat 772 (773), Queen v. Gancsh Bhilcaji, 

7. (’84) 10 Cal 140 (149, 150) : 13 C L R 358, Hurry Churnv. Empress. 

8. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 1G (17), In re Gopal Hajjain. 

(’80) 9 Mad 224 (244), Qtieen-Emprcss v. Viran. 

(’85) Oudk Sel Cas No. 95, p. 106 (10G), Queen-Empress v. Mt. Hardai. 

(’03'04) 2 Low Bur Rul 115 (116), Nga Thcl U v. Emperor. 

9. (’36) AIR 193G Mad 82(83) : 37 Cr.L. J. 45:1935 M W N 1091, Thoppa v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 250 (251) : 28 Cr. L. J. 297 : 54 Cal 286, Bcchulal v. The 

Injured Lady. 

Note 10 

1. (’69) 12 Suth IV R Cr 22 (22), Queen v. Hoohun. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 34 (35) : 6 Beng L R App 8S, Queen v. Ishan Butt. 

2. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 58 (59), Queen v. 3 umiruddin. 

Note 1 1 

1. (’7G) 2 Cal 23 (30) : 25 Suth W R Cr'57, Queen v. Bholanath Sen. 

See also S. 537 Note 33. 

2. (’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 36 (37), Queen v. Sham Ilishore. (In this case however 
it was held that the accused knew the evidence to be given, and anticipated the 
same in his defence— So no prejudice.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 953 (953) : 29 Cr. L. J. 844, Earam Ghand v. Emperor. (A 
prosecution witness examined after the whole of defence evidence was recorded 
— Procedure is bad and vitiates trial.) 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 15 (15), Queen v. Assanoollali. (Prosecution witness recalled 
after defence of the accused without giving him further opportunity — Conviction 
quashed.) 

3. (’82) 8 Cal 154 (156) : 10 C L R 51, Empress v. ICalichurn. 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 338 (341), In the matter of Turibullah. (Case commencing by- 
examination of witnesses for defence.) 

See alsoJB. 244 Note 3 and S. 256 Note 10. 
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Section 289 Where the Court records a finding of not guilty or directs the 

Note 11 jury to return a verdict of not guilty without recording the opinions 
of the assessors, or the verdict of the jury, as the case may be, in a case 
where there is enough evidence to go to the jury, the Court acts without 
jurisdiction and the trial is illegal . 1 2 3 4 But the Calcutta High Court has 
held, under similar circumstances, that it is only an irregularity which 
does not vitiate the trial if there is no prejudice to the other accused." 
Where there is no evidence and the jury returns a verdict of guilty by 
reason of the Judge not directing them to give a verdict of not guilty, 
the conviction is bad in law . 6 Entering upon defence on being called 
upon to do so marks a special stage in, and is an essential part of, 
a criminal trial. Omission to call upon the accused to enter on his 
defence, according to the Calcutta High Court 7 and the Chief Court 
of Low’er Burma , 8 cannot but occasion failure of justice and conviction 
consequent thereon must be set aside. But the High Courts of 
Allahabad 0 and Madras 10 have taken the view that it is only an 
irregularity which does not vitiate the trial if there has been no 
prejudice to the accused. Where the accused is not asked if he means 
to adduce evidence, his conviction is liable to be set aside . 11 


Section 290 


290 .* The accused, or his pleader may then 
Defence, open his ease, stating the facts or law on 
which he intends to rely, and. making such comments 
as he thinks necessary on the evidence for the prose- 
cution. He may then examine his witnesses (if any) 
and after their cross-examination and. re-examination 
(if any) may sum up his case. 

Synopsis 


1. Defence. 

2. Accused’s right to examine 

witnesses. 

3. Accused's right to cross-examine 

witnesses. 


4. Summing up after evidence — 

Right of. 

5. Evidence in criminal cases. 

6. Written statement. 


* 1882 : S. 290; 1872 ; S. 251, para. 3; 1861 ; S. 374. 


4. (’94) Oudh Sel Cas No. 274 p. 607 (609), Joga Singh v. Gancsh Singh, 

■(’88) 10 All 414 (417) : 188S A W N 129, Queen-Empress v. Minina Lai. 

(’89) 2 Weir 391 (391). (Court not talcing the opinion of assessors commits an error 
in law.) 

See also S. 309 Note 3. 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1055 (1056) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1151, Raham AH v. Emperor. 

6. (’67) 8 Sutli W R Cr 87 (92), Queen v. Nobohisio Ghosc. 

(’71) 15 Sutli W R Cr 46 (47), Queen v. Baliar Ali Ealiar. 

7. (’96) 23 Cal 252 (253), Queen-Empress v. Imam Ali Khan. 

S. (’03-04) 2 L. B. R. 115 (117), Nga Thct TJ v. King-Emperor. 

■9. (’18) AIR 1918 All 298 (299) : 19 Cri L Jour 209, Premgir v. Emperor. (The 
irregularity can be covered by S. 537.) 

10. (’36) AIR 1936 Mad 82 (83) : 37 Cr. L. J. 45, In re Thoppa. 

11. (’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 7 (7), Bhugivan v. Doijal Gopc. 

See also S. 256 Note 10. 
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Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Adverse inferences against accused. See Note 5. 

Burden of proof. See Notes 1 and 5. 

Duty to explain incriminating facts. See Note 5. 

Becord of defence set up. See Note 1. 

Witnesses for co-accused — Cross-examination. See Note 3. 

1. Defence. — The last section (S. 289) provides that if after the 
prosecution evidence is taken in a sessions trial the Court considers 
that there is evidence that the accused committed the offence, he 
should be called upon to enter on his defence. This and the next section 
provide for the procedure to be followed in conducting the defence. 

The accused is entitled to set up any defence, technical or 
otherwise. 1 There is no legal bar to his raising even inconsistent 
defences. 2 Thus, he can raise a defence of alibi as well as of private 
defence. 3 But the defence will become weaker by inconsistent pleas 
-being raised. 4 

The record of the trial should show the nature of the defence set 
up. 6 The nature of the defence is to be gathered not only from the 
statement of the accused but also from the trend of cross-examination 
of the prosecution witnesses and the arguments of the defence pleader. 0 

Though under S. 105 of the Evidence Act the burden of proving 
that the case of the accused falls within one of the general exceptions 
in the Penal Code is on him, it is not necessary that he should 
specifically raise such a plea. A Court is bound to give effect to a plea 
of private defence if it is made out on the evidence, though it is not 
specifically raised by the accused. 7 


Section 290 — Note 1 

1. (’3G) AIB 1936 Nag 55 (58) : 37 Cri L Jour 474, Dewan Singh v. Emperor. 
(Under the law it is perfectly open to an accused person to raise any plea of law 
or fact which may make for his acquittal.) 

(’14) AIB 1914 Cal 456 (459) : 41 Cal 350 : 15 Cr. L. J. 385, Eomcsh v. Emperor. 

2. (’36) AIB 1936 Bang 1 (2) : 37 Cr. L. J. 293, Nga Ba Sein v. Emperor. (The 
accused himself may on his own behalf take up one line of defence, but it is 
equally open to his pleader on his behalf to take up another and alternative line 
of defence.) 

•(’23) AIB 1923 Cal 717 (718) : 25 Cr. L. J. 190, Nagendra Chandra v. Emperor. 
[But see (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 374 (376) : 32 All 451 : 6 I. C. 589, Emperor v. Wajid 
Hussain. (Where accused has raised pleas inconsistent with a defence which 

■ would bring his case within one of the general exceptions he cannot in appeal 

• set up a case upon the evidence taken at his trial that his act came within such 

• general exception.) 

3. (’18) AIB 1918 All 189 (190) : 40 All 284 : 19 Cr.L.J. 371, Yusuf v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIB 1919 Cal 439 (441) : 20 Cr. L. J. 661, A firuddi Chahdar v. Emperor. 

. [Sec (’20) AIB 1920 Pat 843 (844) : 5 Pat L Jour 64 : 21 Cr.L.J. 799, Faudi Keot 
v. Emperor. (It is open to an accused person to plead the right of private 
defence either specifically or as an alternative defence.)] 

-4. (’23) AIB 1923 Cal 717 (718) : 25 Cr.L.J. 190, Nagendra Chandra v. Emperor. 

5. (’71) 15 Suth W B Cr 16 (17), In re Gopal Hajjain. 

6. (’30) AIB 1930 Cal 442 (442, 443) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1203, Kuii v. Emperor. 

7. (’36) AIB 1936 Bang 1 (2) : 37 Cr. L. J. 293, Nga Ba Sein v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIB 1927 Mad 97 (97) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1198, In re Jogali Bhaigo. 

(’15) AIB 1915 Mad 532 (533) : 15 Cr. L. J. .710, In re Pachai Gounden. 

(’33) AIB 1933 Oudh 63 (65) : 34 Cr. L. J. 373, Bahadur Khan v. Emperor. 

(’82) 11 Cal L B 232 (233), In the matter of Kali Charan MooTterjee. 

(’30) AIB 1930 Cal 442 (443) : 31 Cri L Jour 1203, Kuti v. Emperor. (Charge to 
jury, expressly calling upon jury. not to consider plea of private defence because 
it was not specifically pleaded though it could be, amounts to misdirection.) 
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Section 290 
Notes 1-3 


The accused is not bound to disclose the nature of bis defence in 
the committing Magistrate’s Court. 8 Nor is be bound to disclose bis 
defence in tbe Sessions Court till be is called on to enter upon bis 
defence. 0 But if be means to bring any charges against tbe prosecution 
(e. £/., a charge of fraud) as part of bis defence, there is an equitable 
rule that be should disclose his intention during the cross-examination 
of tbe prosecution witnesses so that tbe prosecution may have an 
opportunity of explaining matters. Unless such an opportunity is 
given to tbe prosecution, the defence so far as it is based on tbe 
allegations against tbe prosecution, must fail. 50 

Tbe accused can raise a new defence at a late stage of tbe case ; 
but unless it can be said that such a defence could not have been 
raised earlier, tbe weight to be attached to it will suffer. 11 

See also S. 250 Note 10 and S. 312 Note 29. 

2. Accused’s right to examine witnesses. — When a prisoner 
puts forward a distinct defence and cites witnesses but such witnesses 
on their appearance in Court say that they know nothing in prisoner’s 
favour, it is tbe duty of tbe Judge, instead of dismissing them at once, 
to question them with a view to see if there is any truth in tbe defence. 1 

It is no part of tbe duty of a Judge to examine a witness for tbe 
accused when bis pleader has refused to do so and tbe accused has not 
raised any objection. 2 

See section 291 and Notes thereunder. 

3. Accused’s right to cross-examine witnesses. — An accused 
is entitled to cross-examine tbe witnesses of a co-accused whoso case is 
adverse to bis own. 1 

"Where a witness examined by tbe prosecution in tbe committing 
Magistrate’s Court is given up by the prosecution and tbe accused 
thereafter calls him as bis own witness, the accused cannot cross-examine 
him, the reason being that tbe Evidence Act gives tbe right of cross- 


(’24) AIR 1924 All 045 (051) : 20 Cr. L. J. 501, Emperor v. Kishen Lai. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 470 (471) : 13 I. C. 310 (Mad), Vcerana Nadan v. Emperor. 

Sec also S. 271 Note 9. 

8. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 1S8 (1S9) : 31 Cr. L. J. 095 : Kali Bilas Eazra v. Emperor. 

9. (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 104 (107) : 27 SLR 35G : 28 Cr. L. J. GO, Emperor v. Saran. 

10. (’27) AIR 1927 Sind 104 (107) : 27 SLR 350 : 28 Cr. L. J. GO, Emperor v. Saran. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 450 (4GG):41 Cal 350:15 Cr.L.J. 3S5, Pomcsh Chandra \. Emperor. 
(’ 2S) AIR 1928 All 222 (225) : 30 Cri L Jour 530, Emperor v. Jhabbar Mai. 

11. (’33) AIR 1933 Fat 481 (4S3) : 34 Cri L Jour 82S, Emperor v. Eamcshwar Lai. 
[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 233 (233):37 Cr.L.J. 751, Dilivar v. Emperor. (Defence 

of alibi ought to be raised at the earliest possible opportunity and raising such a 
■ defence for the first time in the Sessions Court would be fatal to the defence.)] 

Note 2 

1. (’09) 11 Suth W R Cr 9 (9), Queen v. Bhugncr Pntwa. 

2. (’83) 1SS3 All \Y N 189 (190), Empress v. llarpat. 

Note 3 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 210 (215) : 41 Cri L Jour 039, Chamanlal v. Emperor. 
(Evidence of witnesses of one accused is admissible against his co-accused.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 401 (403), Bam Ghand Chatter jee v. Hanif Sheikh. 

[But see (’09) 12 Suth W R Cr 75 (70), Queen v. Surroop Chand Paul.'] 

See also S. 257 Note 0. 
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examination only to the adverse party except in certain eases (Evidence 
Act, ss. 138 and 154.) 2 

5. Summing up after evidence — Right of. — When there are 
more than one accused in a case, their pleaders should he allowed to 
sum up their respective cases after the evidence for all the accused has 
been taken. 1 Any arbitrary and undue curtailment by the Court of the 
parties’ right of argument is to be deprecated. 2 

5. Evidence in criminal cases. — The burden of proving the 
guilt of the accused in all criminal cases is on the prosecution. 1 
There is no obligation on the accused to produce any evidence in his 
defence in the first instance. 2 Unless and until the prosecution has 
established a prima facie case against the accused, no adverse inference 
can be drawn against him from the non-productio'n of any evidence 
by him. 3 Similarly, the accused cannot be convicted merely on the 
ground of the weakness or falsity of his defence. 4 The prosecution 

2. (’98) 20 All 155 (157) : 1897 A W N 229, Queen-Empress v. Zaxcar Husen. 

[Rut Compare (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 717 (718) : 25 Or. L. J. 190, Nagcndra Chandra 
v. Emperor. (Witness not given up by prosecution but not examined in the Ses- 
sions Court — Accused is entitled to cross-examine such witness.)] 

Note 4 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Lab 103 fllO) : 33 Cri L Jour 97, M oh index- Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 263 (273) : 33 Cri L Jour 673 : 15 Pat 817, Samarcndra 
Kumar v. Emperor. (If the Judge has properly charged the jury, the mere fact 
that the case has not been adequately argued on behalf of the accused cannot by 
itself be a good ground for ordering a re-trial.) 

Note 5 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 54 (57) :41 Cri L Jour 447, Bhag Singh v. Emperor. (The 
rule is subject to exception contained in S. 105 of the Evidence Act.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (214) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28 : 1 L R (1940) Ear 249, Slmvaram 
Jcthanand v. Emperor. (Prosecution must fully prove guilt of accused — Merely 
proving prima facie case is not sufficient.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Bom 179 (181) : 31 Cr.L.J. 1096, Keshavji Madliavji v. Emperor. 
(Cheating by cheque — Burden of proof ordinarily is on prosecution to prove that 
non-payment was not accidental but intentional.) 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 329 (335), Bex v. V, Krishnan. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 243 (244) : 33 Cr.L.J. 411, Eayat v. Emperor. (Two persons 
seen together and shortly afterwards one of them found to have been murdered. 
No onus rests on survivor to explain how deceased met with his death.) 

(’94) 1894 Rat 686 (686), Queen-Empress v. Jethmal Narayan. (Prisoner on his 
trial is merely on his defensive and owes no duty to any one but himself; he 
could not be convicted because he had not tried to explain to the Court how the 
death in question occurred or by what means.) 

3. (’95) 1895 Rat 779 (782), Queen-Empress v. Narayan Mathu. 

(’84) 10 Cal 140 (149) : 13 C L R 358, Hurry Churn v. Empress. 

(’82) 8 Cal 121 (125) : 10 C L R 151, Empress v. Dhunno Kasi. 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 365 (367) : 24 Cri L Jour 426, Bamudu Iyer v. Emperor. 
{'40) AIR 1940 Pat 365 (370): 41 Cr.L.J. 114 (120), Rambrichh v. Emperor. (Even 

if the version put forward by the defence is wholly untrue, the prosecution must 
establish beyond all reasonable doubt that the case put forward by them is true.) 
(’40) AIR 1940 Lah 54 (57) : 41 Cr. L. J. 447, Bhag Singh v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 968 (969) : 39 Cri L Jour 144, Bamaswami v. Bangaswami. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Rang 90 (94) : 38 Cri L Jour 927, Emperor v. Nga Mya Mating. 
(Prosecution should not improve its case by utilizing the defects in the evidence 
of the defence witnesses or by the false statement which the accused may make.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 All 24 (25) : 23 Cr. L. J. 193, Bamhit v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 531 (532) : 23 Cri L Jour 220, Gouri Narayan v. Tilbikram. 
(If the case for the prosecution is false on the whole the accused is entitled to 
acquittal whether his defence be true or false.) 

(’68) 1868 Pun Re No. 22 Cr, p. 52 (57), Jehangeer Khan v. Croivn. 
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Section 290 
Notes 5-6 


Seotion 291 


cannot seek to use an admission in the accused’s statement to fill up a 
gap in the prosecution evidence. 5 A conviction cannot be based merely 
on suspicion. 0 Where the prosecution evidence is not conclusive about 
the guilt of the accused and there is doubt, the accused is entitled to 
the benefit of doubt and must be acquitted. 7 But where the prosecution 
has established a prima facia case against the accused, it is for him 
to explain the incriminating circumstances appearing against him. 8 
See also S. 3G7 Note G. 

6. Written statement. — There is no provision for filing a 
written statement by the accused in sessions trials. 1 See S. 25G and 
Notes thereunder. See also s. 312. 


291 ,* The accused shall be allowed to examine- 
Right of accused any witness not previously named by 
an^summoning'of him, if such witness is in attendance- 
witnesses. but he shall not, except as provided in 


* 1882 : S. 291; 1872 : S. 363; 1861 : S. 375. 


(’72) 1872 Pun Be No. G Cr, p. G (9), Crown v. Gulab. 

(’90) 1890 Pun Be No. 21 Cr, p. 47 (49), Empress v. Harjas Rai. 

(’67) 1SG7 Pun Be No. 37 Cr, p. G1 (67), Crown v. Shah Mahomed. 

(’2a) AIB 1925 Oudli 78 (88) : 27 Oudli Cas 188 : 26 Cri L Jour 225, Hira Lai v. 
Emperor. (Weakness of defence cannot be allowed to bolster up a weak case for 
the prosecution.) 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 209 (210) : 38 Cri L Jour 323 :ILE (1937) Mad 358, 
Scshapani Chatty v. Emperor. 

(’04) 27 Mad 238 (240) ; 2 Weir 408, Mohidccn Abdul Kadir v. Emperor. 

See also S. 25G Note 10. 

6. (’40) AIB 1940 Pat 3G5 (371) : 41 Cr.L.J. 114, Rambrichh Singh v. Emperor. 
(’39) 52 M L W 420(428,429), In re Bami Bcddi. (Utmost suspicion without the 

element of certainty does not justify a conviction — Benefit of doubt should be 1 
given to accused.) 

(’30) AIB 1930 Oudli 4G0(4G3) :32 Cr.L.J. 94, GcndanLal v. Emperor. (Specially 
in a murder trial where the maximum punishment is death.) 

7. (’40) AIB 1940 Pat 365 (371) ; 41 Cr.L.J. 114, Rambrichh Singh v. Emperor. 
(’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 407 (407) : 160 Ind Cas 561 (Lnh), Ghauns v. Emperor. 

(’39) 52 M L W 420 (429), In re Bami Bcddi. 

8. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat384(38G);10Pat590:33Cr.L.J.lll,Lcd«I?7mpafv. Emperor. 
(’28) AIB 1928 Pat 100 (101); 6 Pat G27: 29 Cr. L. J. 239, Ghanshyam v. Emperor. 

(Merely relying on the discrepancies in the prosecution evidence is not sufficient.) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Oudli 160 (174) : 20 Cri L Jour 4G5, Shusil Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIB 1914 Sind 111 (112) : 7S.L.E. 109:15 Cr.L.J. 497, Isarsingv. Emperor. 
(’25) AIB 1925 Oudh 78 (88): 27 Oudh Cas 188:26 Cr.L.J. 225, Hira Lai v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIB 1928 Cal 27 (39) : 29 Cri L Jour 49, Hari Ear ay an v. Emperor. (If a 
prima facie case is made out against the accused, he should rebut it by some 
tangible evidence other than by mere criticism and suggestions or untested and 
uncorroborated statements from the dock.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lak 163 (1GG) : 31 Cri L Jour 131, Jowaya v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIB 1916 All 63 (64) : 17 Cri L Jour 23 (23), Abdul Aziz v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIB 1916 Cal 188 (199):16Cr.L.J.497(518):42Cal 957, Amritalal v. Emperor. 
See also S. 257 Note 1 and S. 342 Note 29. 

Note 6 

1. (’26) AIB 1926 Pat 566 (568) : 27 Cri L Jour 1041, Emperor v. Zahir Haidar, 
(’16) AIB 1916 Cal 633 (641) : 16 Cr. L. J. 724, Emperor v. Dwijcndra Chandra. 
(’35) AIB 1935 Cal687(688,689):37Cr.L.J.30:63Cai 481 , Emperor v. Tar ah Nath. 
[See however (’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (695): 55 All 1040:34 Cr.L.J. 967, Jhabwala 
v. Emperor. (If the accused has already prepared a written statement, there is 
no reason why he should not be allowed to file it in the Court of Session,)] 
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sections 211 and 231, be entitled of right to have any 
witness summoned, other than the witnesses named in 
the list delivered to the Magistrate by whom be was 
committed for trial. 

Synopsis 

1 . Scope of the section. 

2. Examination of witnesses present in Court. 

3. Right to issue of process for compelling attendance of witnesses. 

Oilier Topics (miscellaneous) 

Adjournment for summoning new wit- Summons refused by Magistrate — Issued 
nesses. See Note 3. by Sessions Court. See Note 3. 

Refusal to summon witnesses named — Witness not previously named but pre- 
Delay. See Note 3. sent. See Note 2. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section entitles the accused to 
examine in his defence in the Sessions Court all witnesses who are 
present whether they have been named by him previously or not. It 
also entitles him to the assistance of the Court in compelling the 
attendance of all those witnesses who were included by him in the 
list of witnesses delivered by him to the committing Magistrate under 
S. 211. As it is a frequent ground of appeal against a conviction by the- 
Sessions Court that the Court refused or omitted to examine witnesses, 
for the defence, the Court should be careful to note specifically in the 
record whether the accused elected to call any witnesses in his defence 
or refused to do so and whether the witnesses called by him were 
examined. 1 

2. Examination of witnesses present in Court — Under this, 
section, the accused is entitled as of right to examine as a witness in 
his defence any person who is present in the Court notwithstanding., 
that he was not named by him previously as his witness. 1 A fortiori 
if a witness included in the list delivered by the accused to the 
committing Magistrate under S. 211 is present in Court, the Court is-, 
bound to allow him to be examined. 2 In the undermentioned case 3 it 
was held that if the accused insists on the examination of a witness in. 
attendance who had been discharged before, the Court may, if it thinks - 
that the interests of justice would be served, allow him to be examined. 

3. Right to issue of process for compelling attendance of; 
witnesses. — This section provides that except in certain cases the 
accused is not entitled as of right to the issue of summons to any 
witness not included in the list delivered by him to the committing-. 
Magistrate under S. 211. Nor can he insist on an adjournment being . 


Section 291 — Note 1 

1. (’95) 17 All S24 (526) : 1895 AWN 111, Queen-Empress v. Pirbliu. 

Note 2 

1. (’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 18 (19), Queen v. Lucky Narain. 

(’89) 16 Cal 610 (618), Bika Elian v. Queen-Empress. (Accused is entitled to call 
as his witness any one who is in Court, whether summoned by him or not.) 

2. (’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 118 Cr, p. (119), Ahmud Khan v. Empress. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 142 (142) : 24 Cr. L, J. 518, Nageshwar v. Emperor, 


Section 291! 
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accused’s right as to examination, etc. 


'.■Section 291 granted to enable him to examine any such -witness. 1 But it is open to 

Note 3 the Sessions Court in the exercise of its discretion to issue summons 

for the attendance of such witnesses 2 and ordinarily, an application by 
an accused for summons ought not to be refused if there is time to 
secure the attendance of the witnesses before the conclusion of the trial. 3 

In the case of witnesses included in the list delivered by the 
accused to the committing Magistrate under section 211, Ss. 216 and 217 
provide that they should be summoned to give evidence before the 
■Sessions Court or, if they have been examined before the co mm itting 
Magistrate, should be required to execute bonds binding themselves to 
give evidence in the Sessions Court. If any of them fail to appear in 
the Sessions Court, the accused is entitled as of right to the issue of 
process to compel their attendance 1 or to an adjournment of the case 
to enable him to secure their attendance. 6 This right of the accused 


Note 3 

1. (1805) 3 Sutli W R Cr 23 (29), Queen v. Boidonath Singh. 

’71) 1G Sutli W R Cr 28 (30, 34): 7BcngLR 564, Queen v. Bholanath Moohcrjcc. 
■(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 559 (500), Bam Scwah v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lali 557 (558) : 27 Cr. L. J. 134, Nazir Singh v. Emperor. 

:See also S. 211 Note 0, S. 210 Note 2 and S. 540 Note 7. 

2. (’35) AIR. 1935 Sind 210 (217): 29 S LR302: 37 Cr.L.J. lOS.iTo/e v. Emperor. 
(Nothing to show that application for summons is made for delaying proceedings 
or other ulterior purpose — Application Should be allowed.) 

•(’97) 19 All 502 (503, 504): 1897 A W N 134, Queen-Empress v. Slialcir Ali. (Sessions 
Judge is bound to summon such witnesses if he considers their evidence mnterial.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 All 372 (373) : 35 Cr. L. J. 591, Misri Lai v. Emperor. (Sessions 
Judge 1ms inherent jurisdiction to summon material witnesses.) 

•(’34) AIR 1934 Lali 250 (251) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1034, Fazal Husain v. Emperor. (No 
list put in before committing Magistrate, still Sessions Judge can summon 
witnesses.) 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 559 (500), Bam Scwalc v. Emperor. (Especially in a case 
where adjournments were being taken for procuring attendance of prosecution 
witnesses.) 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 21G (217) : 37 Cr.L. J. 108 : 29 S L R 302, Hole v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’03) 7 Cal W N 188 (190), Brojcndra Lai v. Emperor. (It is for the accused 
and not for the Judge to say what amount of evidence is proper to be placed 
before the jury.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 302 (3G3) : 31 Cr.L.J. 1077, Muhtal Hossein v. Emperor. (In 
a serious case the Judge should allow every opportunity to the accused to adduce 
such evidence as they choose, either oral or documentary.)] 

•4. (’31) AIR 1931 CalG(7):5S Cal 412: 32 Cr.L. J. 310 Bam Mamudv. Emperor. 
(The examination of such witness cannot be refused on the ground that it would 
be inconvenient to grant an adjournment for that purpose.) 
i'll) 15 Sutli W R Cr 34 (35) : 0 Beng L R App 88, Queen v. Islian Butt. 

>(’82) 2 Weir 383 (383), In rc Muniammal. (Application for issue of summons 
should be allowed in such cases though made at a late stage.) 

(’75) 23 Sutli W R Cr 5G (5G), Queen v. Prosunno Goomar. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 188 (189) : 31 Cr. L. J. 695, Kali Bilash v. Emperor. 

’(1865) 2 Sutli W R Cr 6 (G), Queen v. Bhoobun Ishcr Gossamec. 

(’06) 5 Sutli W R Cr 05 (65), Quean v. Kalcc Thahoor. 

■(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 531 (531) : 47 Cal 758 : 21 Cr.L.J. 842, Foijuddi v. Emperor. 
(Application for summons made at a late stage and rejected on that ground and 
not on ground of the witnesses being immaterial — ■ Held that the rejection was 
bnd — It was open to the Sessions Judge to take steps that applications were 
made early.) 

•(’71) 16 Sutli W R Cr 14 (15), Queen v. Bajcoomar Moolicrjcc, 

See also S. 211 Note 3, S. 216 Note 2 and S. 257 Note 3. 

•5. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 6 (7) : 58 Cal 412 : 32 Cr. L. J. 316, Bam Mamud v. Emperor. 
•(’72) 18 Sutli W R Cr 20 (21), Queen v. Baj Narain Mytce. 

■(’75) 23 Sutli W R Cr 58 (59), In re Kali Prosunno Boy. 

•(’82) 2 Weir 383 (3S3), In re Muniammal. 
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applies not only to the witnesses included in the list which the 
committing Magistrate is bound to accept under s. 211 sub-s.(l), but 
also to those included in the list which he accepts in the exorcise of his 
discretion under sub-s.(2) of that section. 0 

But the right of the accused to issue of process is one that can be 
waived by him. Hence, if the accused has said that he does not wish 
to examine any witness, but requests for process at a late stage of the 
case, the Court may decline to comply with his request. 7 Similarly, 
where the Court directs the accused to make his application for 
summons early but the latter delays and applies for summons at the 
last moment, his application may be rejected. 3 But the accused is not 
bound to apply for summons before he is called on to enter upon his 
defence. 0 

Where the committing Magistrate has, in the exercise of his 
discretion under S. 216, refused to issue summons to a certain witness 
and the accused applies to the Sessions Court for summons to such 
witness, the Sessions Court can issue such summons. 10 The Sessions 
Court has power under this section to re-call a prosecution witness for 
cross-examination by the accused when the accused had no opportunity 
of cross-examining him before. 11 


Prosecutor’s . 292 .* The prosecutor shall he 
right of reply, entitled to reply — 

(a ) if the accused or any of the accused adduces 
any oral evidence; or 


Prosecutor's 
right of reply. 


Prosecutor's 
right of reply. 


Prosecutor's 
■right of reply. 


Prosecutor's 
right of reply. 


* Code of 1898, original S. 292. 

292. If the accused, or any of the accused, adduces any 
evidence, the prosecutor shall be entitled to reply. 

Code of 1882 : S. 292. 

292. If the accused, or any of the accused, has stated, when 
asked under S. 289 that he means to adduce evidence, the prose- 
cutor shall be entitled to reply. 

Code of 1872 : S. 252. 

252. If any evidence is adduced on behalf of the accused 
person, the officer conducting the prosecution shall be entitled 
to reply. 

Code of 1861 : S. 376. 

376. If any evidence is adduced on behalf of the accused 
person, or if he answers any question put to him by the Court, 
the prosecutor, or the counsel or agent for the prosecution, shall 
be entitled to a reply. • 


■6. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 188 (189) : 31 Cr. L. J. 695, Kali Bilash v. Emperor. 

See also S. 211 Note 7. 

'7. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 381 (384) : 26 Cr. L. J. 713, Jamal Momim v. Emperor. 
•8. (’20j AIR 1920 Cal 531 (531.532) :47 Cal 758:21 Cr.L.J. 842, Foijuddi v. Emperor. 

9. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 22 (22), Queen v. Jt Tookun. 

10. (’86) 8 All 668 (671, 672) : 1886 A VIR 260, In the matter of Rajah of Kantit. 

11. (’82) 2 Weir 383 (383), In re Muniammal. (Accused did not cross-examine 
because .Tudge failed to ask. the accused at the close of evidence of each witness 
whether he wished to cross-examine the witness — Held that accused was entitled 
rto another opportunity to cross-examine.) 
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Section 292 
Notes 1-3 


A- 


(b) with the permission of the Court, on a- 
point of law ; or 

(c) with the permission of the Court, when any 

document which does not need to he proved 
is produced by any accused person after 
he enters on his defence: 

Provided that, in the case referred to in clause ( c ) 
the reply shall, unless the Court otherwise permits, be 
restricted to comment on the document so produced. 

This section was substituted for original S. 292 by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 


Synopsis 


1. Object of the section. 

2. Prosecutor, meaning of. 

3. “If the accused or any of the 

accused.” 


4. Extent of right of reply. 

5. Production of document in cross- 

examination of prosecution 
■witness — Right of reply. 

6. Reply wrongly allowed — Effect. 


1. Object of the section. — The object of the Legislature in 
enacting this section is to give each side an opportunity to comment 
upon the evidence let in by the other and not to give an additional 
advantage to the prosecutor . 1 

There is no similar provision so far as the trial of warrant- cases is 
concerned; but it has been held that even in such cases, both the 
prosecutor and the accused should he allowed to address arguments to 
the Court after the evidence is let in . 2 


2. Prosecutor, meaning of. — Section 270 provides that in every 
trial before a Court of Session, the prosecution shall he conducted by 
a Public Prosecutor. The “Prosecutor” in this section therefore means, 
the Public Prosecutor. 

Sections 492 and 493 provide for the appointment of Public 
Prosecutors, the latter also providing that if a private person instructs- 
a pleader to prosecute in any Court any person, in any such case such 
pleader shall act under the directions of the Public Prosecutor. See 
Rotes to those sections. 


3. “If the accused or any of the accused." — Where one of 
several accused persons tried jointly calls witnesses at the trial but the 
other accused call no witnesses, the prosecutor has the right of reply 
on the whole case. He is not to sum up as to such of the accused' 
as do not call evidence and reply on the evidence that may have been 


Section 292 — Note 1 

1. (’84) 10 Cal 140 (142) : 13 C L R 358, Hurry Churn v. Empress. (Prosecutor 
should not be allowed to reply where no evidence was produced for defence.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 524 (524, 525) : 17 Cri L Jour 423(424) : 43 Cal 426, Emperor 
v. Srcenath Hahapatra. (Do.) 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 1 (10, 11) : 30 Bom 421 : 8 BomLR 421, Emperor v. Bhaslcar. 
(’97) 1897 Rat 988 (938), Queen-Empress v. Lapprey. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557 (559) t 53 Bom 119 i 30 Cri L Jour 185, "Einoycih 
Laxman v. Emperor. (It is not a question of indulgence but of right.) 
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adduced by the others . 1 Where, however, the accused are indicted under 
separate counts in the same indictment, the charges are distinct and 
the prosecutor has a right of reply upon that prisoner only in whose 
behalf evidence was called . 2 

5. Extent of right of reply. — If any of the accused lets in oral 
evidence, the prosecutor is entitled to reply ; such reply need not be 
confined to the evidence let in by such accused, but may be as against 
all the accused and generally on the whole case . 1 Where under 
clause (e) of this section, only documents are put in and no oral 
evidence is let in on behalf of the accused, the prosecutor can only 
comment upon such documents, but cannot, except with the permission 
of the Court, address on the whole ease. 

5. Production of document in cross-examination of 
prosecution witness — Right of reply. — Section 292 of the Code 
of 1SS2 provided that the Prosecutor had a right of reply where the 
accused or any of the accused had stated, when asked under S. 2S9, 
that lie meant to adduce evidence. It was, however, held by the Calcutta 
High Court 1 that where the accused did not in fact adduce any 
evidence , there was no right of reply even though he had stated when 
questioned under S. 2S9 that he meant to adduce evidence. There was 
also a conflict of opinions on the question whether, where the accused 
filed documents in cross-examination of the 'prosecution witnesses, he 
must be taken to have adduced evidence so as to give the Prosecutor 
a right of reply . 2 

Under the section as it stood before the amendment of 1923, the 
Prosecutor had a right of reply where the accused or any of the accused 
adduced any evidence. This, however, did not settle the conflict on 
the question whether the filing of a document in cross-examination of 
the prosecution witness gave thd Prosecutor a right of reply . 3 


Note 3 

1. (’94) 18 Bom 364 (365), Queen-Empress v. Sadanand Narayan. 

2. 2 Hyde 247 (247), Queen v. Abbas. 

i Note 4 

1. (’94) 18 Bom 364 (365), Queen-Empress v. Sadanand Narayan. 

Note 5 

1. (’84) 10 Cal 140 (142) : 13 Cal L R 358, Hurry Churn v. Empress. 

2. (’92) 14 All 212 (219,220) : 1892 A11WN63, Queen-Empressv. Hay field. (Yes.) 
(’94) 16 All 88 (101) : 1894 All W N 23, Queen-Empress v. Moss. (Yes.) 

(’82) 11 Mad 339 (340) : 2 Weir 380, Queen-Empress v. Venkatapathi. (Yes.) 
(’90) 14 Bom 436 (438), Queen-Empress v. Krishnaji Baburao, (No.) 

(’84) 10 Cal 1024 (1025), Queen-Empress v. Grees Chunder. (No.) 

(’86) 14 Cal 245 (246, 247), Empress of India v. Kali Prosanna Doss. (No.) 

(’90) 17 Cal 930 (933), Queen-Empress v. Soloman. (No.) 

(’98) 2 Cal W N cci (cci), Empress v. Fekur Kurmi. (No.) 

3. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 1 (10) : 30 Bom 421 : 8 Bom L R 421 , Emperor v. Bhaskar. 
(Yes. — The amended section is intended’ to give a right of reply whenever at 
any stage, evidence is recorded for defence which is not part of that adduced for 
the prosecution.) 

(’10) 15 Cri L Jour 241 (241, 242) : 7 Low Bur Rul 84 : 23 Ind Cas 193, Emperor 
v. J. S. Birch. (No — Because in this case the Judge remarked that matter was 
doubtful and gave benefit of doubt to the accused.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 284 (286, 291) : 1 1. C. 280 (Bom), Emperor v. Abdul Ali. (No.) 
(’06) 10 Cal W N cclsvii (cclxvii), Emperor v. Timol. (No.) 


Section 292 
Rotes 3-5 
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VIEW BY JURY OR ASSESSORS 


Section 292 
Notes 5-6 


Section 293 


The present amended section has set the conflict at rest. The 
right of reply now depends upon the accused adducing oral evidence 
after the close of the prosecution case, or by the production of a 
document after he enters on his defence. The filing of a document 
during the cross-examination of the prosecution witness will not give 
the Prosecutor a right of reply. 4 

6. Reply wrongly allowed — Effect. — Where the Prosecutor 
is wrongly allowed to reply in a case in which there is no right 
of reply, the irregularity is not one which will vitiate the whole 
proceedings or which will call for a re-trial even from the stage at 
which the error arose. 1 . 

2,93.* (1 ) Whenever the Court thinks that the 
view by jury jury or assessors should view the place in 
or assessors. which the offence charged is alleged to 
have been committed, or any other place in which any 
other transaction material to the trial is alleged to 
have occurred, the Court shall make an order to that 
effect, and the jury or assessors shall he conducted in 
a body, under the care of an officer of the Court, to 
such place, which shall he shown to them by a person 
appointed by the Court. 

(2) Such officer shall not, except with the per- 
mission of the Court, suffer any other person to speak 
to, or hold any communication with, any of the jury 
or assessors, and, unless the Court otherwise directs, 
they shall, when the view is finished, be immediately 
conducted back into Court. 

1. Scope of the section; — This section provides for the local 
inspection of the scene of occurrence or any other material place, by 


* 1882 : S. 293; 1872 : S. 253; 1861 : S. 348. 


(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 524 (524, 525) : 17 Gri L Jour 423 (424) : 43 Cal 426, Emperor 
v. Sreenath Mahapatra. (No — Because S. 292 must be read in connexion with 
S. 289 and must be construed accordingly.) 

(’04) 1 Gri L Jour 451 (452, 453) : 31 Cal 1050 : 8 Cal W N 528, Emperor v. 
Eobcrt Steioart. (No.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 215 (220) : 1 Sind L R 91, Emperor v. Bhuro. (No — If the 
prosecution has notice of statement put in cross-examination. Yes — If the 
prosecution cannot be 1 deemed to have had notice.) 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 24 (26, 27) (Kathiawar), Emperor v. Nanji Jctha. (No.) 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 115 (117) : 4 Low Bur Rul 5, Emperor v. H. Manuel. (Yes.) 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 73 (78) : 9 Ind Cas 436 (Lab), Emperor v. Malma Singh. 
(Yes — Obiter.) 

(’02) 6 Cal W N cclxxvi (cclxxvi), Emperor v. Moni Lai. (Question not decided.) 
(’02) 6 CalWNccciii(cceiii, ccciv), Port Trust Bailway v. Satkari. (Not decided.) 

[See also article in (1900) 10 M L J (NOTES) 316 (316, 319.)] 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 534(535): 13Lali 172 : 32Cr.L.J. 944, Eundanx. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 534(535): 13 Lah 172 : 32 Cr.L.J.944, Kundanv. Emperor. 
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the jury or assessors in sessions eases. Section 539B provides for 
similar inspection by Magistrates and Judges } See s. 539B and Notes 
thereunder. 

2. “Whenever the Gourt thinks.” — It is only in cases where 
the Court considers that an inspection would assist the jury or the 
assessors, in determining whether the eharge is true or false, that it 
should be ordered. Where the charge against a prisoner was that he 
made certain statements on oath knowing them to be false (the state- 
ment being that one M threatened to cut the tree), it was held that a 
local inspection as to the condition of tree was not material to the 
case. 1 See also the undermentioned case. 3 

, 3. Jury or assessors not to hold communication with any 

other person, — It is imperative that the jury or assessors should not 
have any extra-judicial knowledge of the facts in the case: they are to 
decide the case on the legal evidence taken by the Judge. Where a 
Sessions Judge directed the assessors to make an inspection of the 
locality and also instructed them to examine witnesses if they desire 
to do so, the High Court condemned the procedure and held that in 
asking the assessors to take evidence, he was “abdicating his own 
high functions.” 1 

294 ,* If a juror or assessor is personally 
When furor or acquainted with any relevant fact, it is 
exami°ned may bc his duty to inform the Judge that such 
is the case, whereupon he may be sworn, examined, 
cross-examined and re-examined in the same manner 
as any other witness.- 

1. Scope and object of the section. — The principle of this 
section is that no man shall be convicted except on evidence which 
he has had an opportunity of testing by cross-examination and of 
contradicting the same by rebutting evidence. 1 A juror or assessor is 
expected to form and give his opinion on the evidence given at the 
trjal and not to act upon his personal knowledge of any relevant facts 
of the case without giving evidence of the same as a witness in the case. 2 

Where at the end of a trial one of the assessors expresses his 
opinion as to the guilt of the accused basing his opinion on his own 

* 1882 : S. 294; 1872 : S. 258; 1861 —Nil. 


Section 293 — Note 1 

I. See (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 156 (157) : 13 I. C. 844 : 39 Cal 476, Alia Eai v. .JMngur 
Tetvari. 

Note 2 

1. (186-5) 2 Suth W B Cr 60 (60), Queen v. Scctanath Ghosal. 

2. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 121 (125) : 37 Cal 340 : 5 1.C. 365, Babbon Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Case of Magistrate himself making local inspection.) 

Note 3 

1. (’66) 5 Snth W B Cr 59 (60), Queen v. Ghutlerdharee Singh. 

Section 294 — Note 1 

1. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 121 (126) : 5 1. C. 365 : 37 Cal 340, Ballon Shaikh v. Emperor . 

2. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (543) : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. Tirumal Beddi. 


Section 293 
Notes 1-3 


Section 295 
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JURY TO • ATTEND AT ADJOURNED SITTING 


Section 294 
Note 1 


Section 295 


Section 296 


personal knowledge, without giving tlie evidence of the same as a 
witness, it has been held that this expression of opinion does not 
necessitate a clc novo trial with the aid of other assessors and that the 
Judge should, in such a case, ignore the opinion of the assessor. 3 

"Where the juror or assessor is examined as a witness, he is not 
disqualified from acting as a juror or assessor in the case after giving 
his evidence. 4 


295.* If a trial is adjourned, the jury or 
jury or assessors assessors shall attend at the adjourned 
joumed sitting. sitting, and at every subsequent sit- 
ting, until the conclusion of the trial. 

1. Adjournment of sessions case. — Where a sessions case 
is adjourned, the jury or assessors are hound, under this section, to 
attend the adjourned hearing. A failure to attend will he punishable 
under section 382. 

As to adjournments of criminal trials, see section 344. 


296.t The High Court may, from time to time, 
Locking up jury, make rules as to keeping the jury 
together during a trial before such Court lasting for 
more than one day; and subject to such rules, the 
presiding Judge may order whether and in what 
manner the jurors shall be kept together under the 
charge of an officer of the Court, or whether they 
shall be allowed to return to their respective homes. 

4. Scope and object of the section. — This section touches on 
the undesirability of separation of the jury before their verdict is 
given, 1 and empowers the High Courts to make rules for “locking 
them up” during trial. The jury are not entitled to talk to persons 
connected with the accused during the progress of the trial. 2 Where 
one of the jurors during the trial of a case expressed his opinion 
outside Court as to the guilt of the accused person and made a fairly 
distinct intimation that he had formed an opinion to that effect, it was 

* 1882 : S. 295; 1872 ; S. 260; 1861 ; S. 378. 

•| 1882 : S. 296; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


3. (’39) AIR 1939 Lab 475 (479) : ILR(1939) Lab 243 : 41 Cr. L. J. 55, Emperor 
v. Paiilu. 

4. (’70) 13 Sutb W R Cr GO (Gl) : 4 Deng L RAC 15, Empress v. MuJclita Singh, 
(Obiter.) 

Section 296 — Note 1 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 797 (802) : 4 Pat 62G : 27 Cr. L. J. 49, Rupan v. Emperor. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 628 (G29) : 55 Cal 279 : 28 Cr. L. J. 783 ,BJmban Chandra 
v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (151) : 44 Cal 723 : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (SB), In the matter 
of Bonomally Gupta. . 
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held that when this was brought to the notice of the trial Judge, 
a de novo trial should he ordered after discharging that jury. 3 The 
object of this section is to see that the jury comes to a conclusion in 
the case, on the evidence adduced therein, uninfluenced by anything 
that may he said or done outside the Court. See also the under- 
mentioned case. 4 

See also sections 2 S -2 and 300 and Notes thereon. 


F . — Conclusion of Trial in Cases tried by Jury. 


297 .* In cases tried by jury, when the case 
charge to jury, for the defence and the prosecutor’s 
reply (if any) are concluded, the Court shall proceed 
to charge the jury, summing up the evidence for the 
prosecution and defence, and laying down the law by 
which the jury are to be guided. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Object of charge to jury. 

3. Judge, if should himself charge 

the jury. 

4. Charge as to part only of case. 

5. “When the case for the defence 

. . . are concluded." 

•6. Summing up the evidence for 
the prosecution and defence. 
~7. Summing up where there are 
several accused. 

8. Direction to recommend for 

mercy. 

9. “Laying down the law by which 

the jury are to be guided." 


10. Effect of non-observance of this 

provision — Laying down the 
law. 

11. Misdirection. 

12. Non-direction. 

13. Effect of misdirection. 

14. Duty of appellate Court in 

reviewing a charge. 

15. Record of charge to jury. See 

Note 15 to S. 367. 

16. Effect of a juror not under- 

standing the charge. 

17. Effect of a bad charge. 

18. When Judge can re-charge the 

jury. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Absconding — No presumption of guilt. 
See Note 12. 

.Absence of evidence for the prosecution. 
See Note 12. 

Accuracy in charging. See Note 6. 
Approver’s evidence. See Note 9. 

Benefit of doubt. See Note 12. 

■Charge as a whole. See Note 4. 

Charges as to evidence. See Note 6. 
'Charge through translator. See Note 3. 
Charge without reference to defence 
evidence. See Note 6. 

Circumstantial evidence. See Note 9. 
•Confession of co-accused. See Note 9. 


Counsel pointing out omissions in 
charges. See Note 12. 

Defence not raised by accused. See 
Note 6. 

Direction to neglect part of evidence. 
See Note 11. 

Duty of Judge in charging the jury. 
See Note 6. 

Expert evidence. See Note 9. 

Form and nature of charge. See Note 6. 
Handing copy of Penal Code to jury. 
See Note 9. 

Impartial charge. See Note 6. 
Inadmissible evidence. See Note 11. 


* 1882 : S. 297; 1872 ; S. 255; 1861 : S. 379. 


3. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 631 (631) : 22 Cri L Jour 510, Emperor v. Nazar Ali Beg. 

4. (’66) 3 Bom H C B Cr 20 (27), Beg. v. Dayal Jairaj. (Practice of supreme 
Court at Bombay before and after Indian Penal Code came into operation — 
Practice of the Courts in England was followed.) 


Section 296 
Note 1 


Section 297 
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CHARGE TO JURY 


Section 297 
Notes 1-2 


Judge not to charge too strongly for 
prosecution. See Note 6. 

Lengthy arguments of counsel — Judge’s 
charging not aSected. See Notes 6 
and 9. 

Mere reading of sections. See Note 9. 
Non-examination of defence witnesses. 
See Note 9. 

Non-examination of material witness 
for prosecution. See Note 9. 

Omission of important points for defence. 
See Note 12. 

Omission to reject irrelevant evidence. 
See Note 12. 


Onus of proof — Direction as to. See 
Note 11. 

Prior convictions — Reference to. See 
Note 11. 

Reading of evidence not needed. See 
Note 6. 

Recent possession of stolen property. 
See Note 9. 

Reference to prior trials. See Note 12. 
Rejection of evidence. See Note 11. 
Section 164 — Evidence taken under. 
See Note 9. 

Suggestions denied — Effect. See Note 9. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced in the Code of 1872 — 

(1) The -words “when the case for the defence and the Prosecutor’s 
reply, if any, are concluded the Court shall proceed to charge,” 
etc., were introduced, thereby showing the stage at which the 
Court should address the jury. 

(2) The words “and laying down the law by which the jury are to 
he guided” were also added thereby throwing on the Judge the 
duty of explaining the law to the jury. 

Changes introduced in the Code of 1882 — 

The words “A statement of the Judge’s direction to the jury 
shall form part of the record” which occurred in the former 
Code were omitted. 


2. Object of charge to jury. — In a trial by jury the jurors 
are the sole judges of all questions of fact', their verdict on questions 
of fact cannot be set aside on appeal (ss. 418, 423). It is therefore of 
supreme importance that they should be given all the guidance and 
help that may be necessary for arriving at a correct decision on 
questions of fact. The object of this section is to furnish such guidance 
and help. 1 It is the duty of the Judge to place the case before the jury 
in such a way as to enable them to come to a reasonable and fair 
conclusion. 2 Jurors are ordinarily men who are not used to analyse, 
sift and weigh the evidence and it is quite impossible for them to retain 
in their memory the whole of the facts which have been detailed before 
them. 3 In the absence of intelligent guidance and assistance from the 


Section 297 — Note 2 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224) : 1940 N. L. J. 264 (267), Bapurao v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52(53): 60 Bom 599: 37 Cr.L.J. 366 (FB), Puttan v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 269 (269, 270), Abdul Bezak v. Emperor. (The object of 

summing up of evidence by the Judge pointed out.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (141): 53 Cal 372:27 Cr.L.J. 266, Khijiruddin v. Emperor. 
(’66) 6 Sutk W R Cr 72 (72), Empress v. BolaJcec Koormec. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 610 (611) : 40 Cr. L. J. 880, Mohsena Khatun v. Emperor. 
(Charge to jury, if confusing and muddled, giving no assistance to jury is 
sufficient ground to upset verdict.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 321 (323) : ILR (1937) 2 Cal 345 : 39 Cr. L. J. 371, SiJcandar 
2Iian v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 1S6 (187) : 37 Cri L Jour 673, Nabi Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 395 (397): 33 Cr.L.J. 486, Akbar Sheikh v. Emperor. (It is the 
duty of a Judge to analyse, sift and weigh evidence, and marshal the facts indicat- 
ing the material facts on which the jury should concentrate their attention.) 
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Judge, few juries, in a contested ease, would be able to come to an 
unanimous opinion, being left in a state of great perplexity by the 
influence of speeches of the contending lawyers .' 1 Every party to a trial 
by jury has, therefore, a legal and constitutional right to have the case 
which he has made either in pursuit or in defence, fairly submitted to 
that tribunal . 0 The section accordingly malres it incumbent upon the 
Judge to charge the jury before their verdict is taken . 0 

The duties of the Judge in charging the jury are laid down by 
this section and the next but they are not exhaustive ; they must be 
read together with numerous judicial decisions on the point . 7 

3. Judge, if should himself charge the jury. — The right 
course for the Judge is to charge the jury himself \ but where there 
are difficulties in the way of doing this, as when the Judge does not 
happen to be sufficiently acquainted with the vernacular language so 
as to be understood by the jury, his delivering the charge through 
another person is not improper . 1 

5. Charge as to part only of case. — The law does not recognize 
intermediate verdicts of jurors; the Judge should address the jury on 
the whole ease before taking their verdict; he should not ask for their 
verdict on one issue reserving his address on other questions of fact . 1 

(’26) AIR 192G Cal 235 (239) : 53 Cal 181 : 26 Cri L Jour 1577, Abdul Gani v. 
Emperor. (It is necessary to give the jury all help in estimating evidence.) 

4. (’66) 5 Sutli W It Cr SO (87) : Beng L R Sup 459 (FB), In rc Elahce Buksh. 
(The accuracy of the summing up of the Judge is of utmost importance). 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 536 (538) : 19 Cri L Jour 830, Ismail Sarkar v. Emperor. 
(Verdict of a jury who had no sufficient assistance and guidance from the Judge 
must be upset.) 

5. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 65 (67) : 2 I. C. 517 (Bom), Emperor v. Kcsari Dayal Eanji. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 631 (632) : 28 Cri L Jour 742, Emperor v. Rajah' Ali Fakir. 

(Charge should not be one sided.) 

(’86) 18S6 Rat 28S (288), Queen-Empress v. Abdul Karim. (A careful summing 
up mny often change the hasty and superficial impression of jury.) 

6. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53): GO Bom 599 : 37 Cr.L.J. 366 (FB), Puttan Hasan 
v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 439 (442) : 20 Cri L Jour 661, Afiruddi Chakdar v. Emperor. 
(’69) 11 Sutli W R Cr 39 (39) : 7 Beng L R 67 n, Queen v. Jaga Poly. 

[See however (’97) 20 Mad 445(446): 2 Weir 384, Queen-Empress v. Bamalingam. 
(Where, after all the prosecution evidence has been taken, and the Public Prose- 
cutor has waived his right to summarize evidence, the jury expresses an opinion 
that the case should stop, it was held that the formality of summing up could 
be dispensed with and the opinion of the jury could be treated as verdict of not 
guilty.)] 

7. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 259 (259) : 2 Luck 597 : 28 Cri L Jour 683, Nakru Mai 
v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 All 721 (723) : 00 All 365 : 28 Cr. L. J. 950, Surnath Bhadvri 
v. Emperor. (The important thing is that the review of evidence made by the 
Judge should be placed before jury in a manner which they can understand.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 401 (402) : 29 Cr. L, J. 638, Dwijapada Haider v. Emperor. 
(Vernacular translation of charge was delivered by Public Prosecutor and the 
defence counsel was given right to object to any part of translation — Held 
accused was not prejudiced.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 439 (441, 442) : 20 Cri L Jour 661, Afiruddi Chakdar v. t 
Emperor. (Assistance of Public Prosecutor not desirable.) 

Note 4 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 62 (63) : 30 Cr.L.J. 434, Government of Bengal v. Nasar - 
(’96) 2 Weir 499 (500), In rc Badava Kunhi, (Such a course was held to be 
irregular although not illegal.) 


Section 297 
Notes 2-9 j 
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.'Section 297 
Motes 5-6 


5. “ When the case for the defence ..... are concluded.’ r 

— The stage at which the Judge is to address the jury is when the 
prosecution and the defence have let in all their evidence and after the 
arguments, if any, of the prosecution and the defence : a charge before 
that will be premature. 1 It is illegal to allow the jury to pronounce 
their verdict, before the accused is called upon to enter on his defence. 2 
After the prisoner claims to be tried, all the evidence, whether state- 
ments of witnesses or admissions of the prisoner, should be placed 
before the jury. 3 It is not open to a Judge after hearing some of the 
prosecution witnesses to ask the jury whether they wish to hear any 
more evidence, and on their stating that they do not believe the 
evidence and wish to stop the case, to record a verdict of acquittal. 
He is bound to allow the whole evidence to be placed before the jury. 4 
Only in cases where, under s. 289, the Judge finds that there is no 
-evidence to go to the jury, can the case be withdrawn from the jury : 
in all other cases the full facts should be placed before them and then 
the charge should be delivered. 5 

6. Summing up the evidence for the prosecution and 
'defence. — A charge to the jury consists of : 

(1) summing up the evidence for the prosecution and defence, and 

(2) laying down the law by which the jury are to be guided. 

Under this section the Judge is bound to sum up the evidence 

whether or not the jury desire him to do so. 1 The summing up of the 
•evidence is the presentation to the jury of a summary of the evidence 
•as it appears on the negative and affirmative sides of the case. 2 The 
.summing up should not be in the nature of a judgment and the Judge 
should not give his opinions as definite facts. 3 It is not necessary to 
read over to the jury all the evidence in extenso.' 1 In fact it will be 

Note 5 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 319 (321): 3G MncI 585: 15 Cr.L.J. 197, Public Prosecutor 
v. Abdul Hamccd. 

(’02) 7 Cal W N xxxi (xxxi), Emperor v. Olu. 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Lali 17 (20) : 4 Lab 382 : 25 Cri L Jour 377, Lyme v. Emperor. 

2. (’95) 23 Cal 252 (253), Queen-Empress v. Imam Ali Khan. (In this case tbe 
jury were not also charged as required by law.) 

•(’68) 9 Sutb W R Cri Letters 10 (10). (Jm - y not to express opinion before conclu- 
sion of trial and before bearing summing up and direction of tbe Judge.) 

3. (’66) 2 Weir 334 (335). 

(’86) 2 Weir 497 (498), In re B or as w ami Aiya Thevan. 

4. (’97) 20 Mad 445 (445, 446) : 2 Weir 384, Queen-Empress v. Bamalingam. 

5. (’89) 2 Weir 391 (391, 392). 

Note 6 

1. (’36) AIR 193G Bom 52 (53):G0 Bom 599 :37 Cr.L.J. 366 (FB), Puttan Hasan 
v. Emperor. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 All 752 (753) : 49 All 209 : 28 Cr. L. J. 15, Enayat Hussain v. 
Emperor. (Summary of only leading points should be given.) 

•(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 335 (335, 336) : 17 Cri L Jour 19 (19), In re Sangan. 

[See (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 567 (568) : 4 I. C. 391 (Mad), In re Muthan Papayya. 
(Sessions Court must sift evidence if tbe counsel have not done so.) 
fl 3. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112) : 38 Cri L Jour 589 : ILR (1937) Nag 123, Fateh 
Mohammad v. Emperor. 

■4. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53):G0 Bom 599:37 Cr. L. J. 366 (FB), Puttan Hasan 
v. Emperor. (It is not necessary for him to read bis notes of tbe evidence to tbe 
jury, though it may often be desirable to read bis notes of important parts of tbe 
evidence; nor is it necessary for him to go through tbe whole of tbe evidence.) 
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anything but helpful to the jury to take the witnesses one by one 
in the order of their examination and to place their disconnected 
statements . 5 Though it is not necessary for a Judge to read his notes 
of the evidence to the jury, he is not legally prohibited from asking 
the jury whether they have a particular piece of evidence in mind or 
whether it would help them for him to read his notes . 0 The Judge 
should group the depositions of the witnesses in such a way as to direct 
the attention of the jury to the evidence regarding each particular fact 
sought to he proved . 7 He should sift, analyse and marshal the facts in 
•order to enable the jury to weigh the evidence intelligently, to estimate 
the value of each part of it with the rest . 8 But it is not possible for 
any Judge to bring all the important facts together in one place in the 


■(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 452 (454) : 38 Cal 281 : 1 1. C. 970, Fanindranalh v. Emperor, 
(’70) 13 Sutli W R Cr 23 (24), Queen v. Sheppard, 

•(’03) 5 Bom L R 207 (208), Emperor v. Apunna Dcvappa. (In this case even 
omission to read material portion of evidence was held to be no ground by itself 
for reversing verdict of jury.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 765 (766):57 Cal 248 : 31 Cr.L.J. 857, Jati Mali v. Emperor. 

(Only the salient points in evidence should be placed before the jury.) 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 154 (154) : 27 Cri L Jour 217, Rahim Beg v. Emperor. 

The contrary view expressed in the follounng cases is of doubtful authority: 

(’96) 1896 Rat 850 (850), Queen-Empress v. Fakira Vcnkappa. 

■(’66) 6 Sutli W R Cr 92 (93), Empress v. Rally Churan. (Charge of false evidence 
— Both the depositions in full should be laid before the jury.) 

•(’68) 5 Bom H C R 85 (88), Reg. v. Fattelichand Yastachand. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 917 (917), Queen-Empress v. Basvantappa Lingappa. 

(1865) 2 Sutli W R Cr 63 (63), Queen v. Srcemunt Adup. 

(’95) 19 Bom 741 (743), Queen-Empress v. Rego Moniopoulo. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 697 (698) : 22 Cri L Jour 606, Abdul Rahim v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 145 (166) : 28 Sind L R 397 : 30 Cri L Jour 1161, Emperor 
v. Eari. (Judge must analyse evidence and not simply read it to jury.) 

•6. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53) : GO Bom 599 : 37 Cri L Jour 366 (FB), Puttan 
Hasan v. Emperor. 

7. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 481 (482) : 32 Cri L Jour 33, Hachani Khan v. Emperor. 

8. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 395 (396) : 33 Cri L Jour 486, A7:bar v. Emperor. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 610 (611) : 40 Cri L Jour 880, Mohsena Kliatun v. Emperor. 
(Charge to jury, if confusing and muddled, giving no assistance to jury, is 
sufficient ground for setting aside verdict of jury.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (70): 39 Cr.L.J. 161: ILR (1938) 1 Cal 290, Golohe Behari 
v. Emperor. 

■(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 756 (759) : 39 Cri L Jour 182 : ILR (1937) 2 Cal 315, Ekdbbar 
■Hondal v. Emperor. (Murder by poisoning — Judge should minutely analyse 
evidence before jury.) 

■(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 186 (187) : 37 Cri L Jour 673, Nabi Khan v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 184 (188) : 58 Cal 1051 : 32 Cr. L. J. 836 (FB), Susan Bchary 
Roy v. Emperor. 

•(’98) 2 Weir 500 (501), In re Sugaligadu. (Conflicting evidence on material point 
— Attention of jury should be specially called to it.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 631 (632) : 28 Cri L Jour 742, Emperor v. Rajab Ali Fakir. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 742 (746) : 57 Cal 740 : 31 Cri L Jour 673, Nagendranath v. 
'Emperor. (Facts must be marshalled underseparate heads and distinct compart- 
ments as they affect each separate incident in the story.) 

■(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 169 (171) : 35 Cri L Jour 601 (SB), Holla Khan Kabuli v. 

Emperor. (Judge should direct the attention of the jury to essential points.) 

•(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 847 (849) : 62 Cal 337 : 36 Cri L Jour 358, Ilu v. Emperor. 

(“Summing up” does not mean merely giving summary of evidence.) 

•(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 273 (275) : 35 Cri L Jour 1313, Ram Sumer Aliir v. Emperor. 
(No connected narrative nor any sufficient attempt to sift and marshal the 
evidence against each accused nor to direct jury about its relevance or value or 
what offence it disclosed — Held there was misdirection.) 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 534 (537) : 62 Cal 911 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1246, Asanullaw Emperor. 
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Section 297 charge for the benefit of the jury. Where there are a large number 

Note 6 of important points to be discussed, it is necessary that some of those 

points should be separated by some considerable time from the other 
items of the charge. 9 

The charge should he characterised by clearness, coherence 19 
and sequence 11 and great care should be taken to place the evidence 
accurately and with precision. 12 Jt should not be colourless and 
should not fail to bring before the jury the main -circumstances in the 
case. 13 It should be delivered in direct and simple language. Involved 
expressions, high-flown, imaginative and fanciful language 1 ' 1 and slang 
or colloquial phrases 13 should be avoided. The aim of a jury trial is not 
a psychological examination of the mentality of jurors ; it is concerned 
with the definite proof of a distinct offenco and the use of language 
tending to divert the attention of the jury from the main issue to a 
subsidiary point should he avoided. 19 As observed in Molla Khan v. 
Emperor, 17 “It is the manner of saying it, the arrangement and 


9. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 477 (478) : 39 Cri L Jour 323, In rc Thcvar Scrvai. 

10. ( 67) 8 Sutli W R Cr S7 (88, 93), Queen v. Nobo Kislo Clliosc. (In charging 
jury Judge should avoid extraneous and unnecessary argument and discussion.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 35 (37, 40) : 10 Bom L R 5G5, In re Shambhu Lai Jivandas. 
(’70) 13 Sutli W R Cr 42 (43), Queen v. Shahabhut Sheikh. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 157 (159) : 1 C. L. J. 159, Sliyama Charan Chalcravarlhi v. 
Emperor. (Charge should be free from confusing and irrelevant matters.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 40G (40G) : 21 Cri L Jour S29, Edon Karikar v. Emperor. 
(Charge confusing — Verdict set aside.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 140 (140, 141) : 9 I. C. 7S8 (Mad), Palavcsa Levan v. Emperor. 
(The charge lacked lucidity as regards law bearing on the charges and also as 
regards statement of evidence.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 326-(334) : 29 Cri L Jour 325, Mt. Champa Pasin v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 4S8 (491) : 34 Cri L Jour 892, Sachidanand v. Emperor. 

(’31) 32 Cr. L. J. 1138 (1140) : 134 I. C. 317 (Cal), Emperor v. Jabcd Silcdar. (In 
statement of facts in the charge relevant and irrelevant, important and unimpor- 
tant facts should not be mixed together.) 

11. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 77 (78) : 35 Cr. L. J. 483, ICamiraddi Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Some sequence is essential; chronological sequence will do; but even an alphabetical 
sequence is better than no sequence at all.) 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 129 (131), Manikala Eamanna v. Emperor. 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 773 (775), Soliyan v. Emperor. 

(’66) 5 Sutk W R Cr 68 (69), Queen v. Jchan Buksh. 

12. (’39) AIR 1939 Gal G10 (Gil) : 40 Cr. L. J. 8S0, Mohscna Khatunv. Emperor. 
(Judge mixing up arguments of the defence with the. statement of the case for 
the prosecution — Charge confusing and rendering no assistance to jury — Held 
it was sufficient ground for setting aside verdict.) • 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (227) : 38 Cri L Jour 767, Madan Tilakdas v. Emperor. 
(Judge should exercise greatest care in assisting jury when it is difficult to judge 
which side has perjured.) 

(’93) 1S93 Rat 644 (651), Queen-Empress v. Ycsii. 

13. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 463 (4GG) : 38 Cr. L. J. 931, Sarat Chandra v. Emperor. 

14. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 538 (539): 7 I. C. 915 (Cal), Earcndra Pal v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 430 (432) : 31 Cri L Jour 1115, Manoliar Mandal v. Emperor. 

[See (’40) 44 Cal W N 840 (843), Mujaffar Sheikh v. Emperor. (Case depending 
upon circumstantial evidence — Theoretical discourse on what is circumstantial 
evidence in unintelligible language is worthless.)] 

15. (’18) AIR 191S Cal 88 (92) : 45 Cal 557 : 19 Cr. L. J. 305, Amir uddin Ahmed 
v. Emperor. (Use of expressions which assume the guilt of the accused should be 
avoided.) 

16. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 4SS (492, 493) : 3iCr.Jj.3. 892, Sachidanandv. Emperor. 

17. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 1G9 (172) : 35 Cri L Jour 601 (SB). 
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structure of his charge, "which will make ir either of value or valueless 
to the jury.” 

Where there is no suggestion that the summing up was open to 
any objection, it should be assumed that the Judge directed the jury 
adequately and properly as to the weight of the evidence. 13 

Charge should uot- be too elaborate or too meagre. — A charge 
should not be too summary or meagre. 10 As has been observed above, 
it should sift and analyse the evidence. 20 To say to the jury “you have 
heard the evidence; do you find the accused guilty or not?” is no 
charge at all. 21 Nor is it a sufficient compliance with the law to say 
that the evidence given is “very poor evidence which standing alone 
amounts to nothing.” 22 The evidence given by the witnesses should be 
individually discussed. 23 On the other hand, the charge should not be 
too elaborate , 2i It is sufficient if the main, salient and important 
points alone are placed before the jury. 2 '’ In fact, in a case where 


18. (’37) AIR 1937 P C 24 (2G): 38 Cr.L.J. 281 (PC), Alexandra Pereira Chandra 
Sekera v. The King. 

19. (30) AIR 1930 All 28 (28) : 52 All 207 : 30 Cr. L. J. 114G, Jagmohan Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 170 (171) : 30 Cr. L. J. 912, Dwarka Dm Bairagiv. Emperor. 
(’99) 1 Bom L R 784 (785), Queen-Empress v. Bahya. 

[Sec (’95) 1895 Rat 80G (807), Queen-Empress v. Eallappa.] 

20. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 136 (138): 31 Cr.L.J. 572, Katabar Haidar v. Emperor. 

21. (’02) 1902 All W X 201 (201, 202), Emperor v. Badnl. 

22. (’99) 23 Bom 31G (317), Queen-Empress v. Gangia. 

23. (’OS) 10 Sutli AY R Cr 7 (9), Queen v. Bamgopal Dlrur. 

24. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 309 (312): 3S Cri L Jour 10G7: I L R (1937) 2 Cal 308, 
Sahcdali Mirdha v. Emperor. (Charge should not be unduly long.) 

(18G4) 1 Suth AA T RCr 22 (23), Queen v. MadhubMal. (Whole evidence was read out 
— Omission to mention details of stolen articles did not amount to misdirection.) 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cnl 73 (74) : 23 Cri L Jonr 342, Haricharan Das v. Emperor. 
(There is no misdirection because every point in favour of accused has not been 
put before the jury.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 821 (823): 40 Cal 367: 17 I. C. 5G5, Samaruddin v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107 (114): 49 Cal 573: 23 Cr.L.J. 657, Abdul Salim x. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 228 (230): 31 Cri L Jour 916, Tafiz Pramanik v. Emperor. 
(It is not the function of the Judge to repeat to the jury every argument or 
suggestion urged on behalf of the defence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 124 (127): 60 Cal 1339: 35 Cr.L.J. 567, Manar Ali \. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 236 (238): 1 Pat L Jour 317: 17 Cr. L. J. 353, Eknath Sahay 
v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 171 (172): 6 Luck 705: 32 Cr.L.J 858, Mangal Siivgh v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 295 (297): 31 Cri L Jour 557, Narayan Singh v. Emperor . 
.(Detailed discussion of each and every item of evidence is unnecessary.) 

[Sec also (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (268): 38 Cri L Jour 767, Madan Tilakdas v. 
Emperor.'] 

25. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 625 (627):39 Cr. L. J. 964 ,Brinchipada Dafadarv. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53): 60 Bom 599: 37 Cr. L. J. 366 (FB), Pnttan Hasan 

V. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 103 (105) : 37. Cri L Jour 607 : 31 Nag L R (Sup) 215, James 
Dowdall v. Emperor. (It is impracticable to set forth every bit of evidence on 
either side to the minutest detail and dilate on the minor discrepancies or con- 
tradictions occurring in the evidence in a meticulous manner.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 513 (519): 9 Pat 606: 32 Cr. L. J. 72. Ram Samp v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 434.(436) : 57 Cal 1162 : 32 Cri L Jour 111, Jabanullah v. 
Emperor. (Charge should shortly state salienhpoints, evidence adduced and points 
for determination with reference to law.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 192 (193) : 24 Cri L Jour 8, Abdul Gafur Khan v Emperor. 
(’03) 27 Bom 626 (630) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Waman Shivram. 
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Section 297 numerous points arise with a greater or less bearing on the main issue, 

Note 6 the Judge cannot be expected to place' them all before the jury; nor 

is it fair to criticise every phrase in his summing up . 20 To charge 
the jury at very great length may itself be an obstacle to the jury 
arriving at a correct decision. They are laymen and to enable them 
to come to a correct decision it is necessary that essentials should be 
clearly brought out and not overwhelmed and obscured by too great 
a mass of detail . 27 

Charge should he impartial. — The summing up should be 
dispassionate and impartial 29 and should not create prejudice against 
the accused . 20 The Judge should take up neither the role of the Public 

(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 236 (238) : 17 Cri L Jour 353 (355, 356) : 1 Pat L Jour 317, 
Eknath Sahay v. Emperor. (In doing so speeches made by public prosecutor and 
prisoner’s counsel can be taken into consideration.) 

(’81) 7 Cal 42 (46) : 8 C L R 273, Empress v. Eocliia Mohato. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 142 (143) : 35 Cri L Jour 536, Fajcr Ali Darji v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 P C 116 (123, 124) : 41 Cal 1023 : 8 Low Bur R 16 : 15 CriL Jour 
309 : 41 1 A 149 (PC), Channing Arnold v. Emperor. (Salient propositions of law 
should be subject of separate analysis.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 103 (105) : 36 Cri L Jour 612, Aziskhan v. Emperor. 

26. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (662) : 40 Cri L Jour 101 : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 636, 
Abdul Gafur v. Emperor. 

27. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224) : 1940 NLJ 264 (267), Bapurao v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (193) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Eajcndra Nath v. Emperor. 

( Held that meticulous detail which is regarded as required in charge to jury 
led in this case to actual misdirection on points of real importance.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 496 (497) : 35 Cri L Jour 56, Emperor v. Ardali Mian. 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 186 (187): 37 Cr. L. J. 673, Nabi Klian v. Emperor. 
(Judge should not go into unnecessary details with regard to such aspects of the 
case as are really of very little importance.)) 

28. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (255) : 23 Cri L Jour 244, Emperor v. Taribulla. 
(Judge should not usurp the functions of an advocate.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 273 (275) : 35 Cri L Jour 1313, Ram Sumer Ahir v. Emperor. 
(Unjustifiable remarks meant to disparage the case for the prosecution in the eyes 
of the jury amount to misdirection,) 

[Sec (’35) AIR 1935 All 92S (929) : 37 Cri L Jour 173, Sri Kishcri v. Emperor. 
(Judge telling ‘there is no reason to disbelieve a particular witness’ — No evi- 
dence by the defence contradicting that witness — No misdirection.)] 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112) : 38 Cri L Jour 589 : I L R (1937) Nag 
123, Fateh Mahomed v. Emperor. (Judge not leaving it to the jury to consider 
whether they should believe the defence evidence or no — Misdirection.)] 

29. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 497 (499): 40 Cr. L. J. 877, Moseladdi v. Emperor. (Jury 
should be cautioned against being influenced against the accused by evidence 
showing or tending to show that the accused were of bad character.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112) : 38 Cri L Jour 589 : I L R (1937) Nag 123, Fateh 
Mahomed v. Emperor. (Charge vitiated by a strong bias in favour of the pro- 
secution and a strong bias against the defence.) ' 

(’84) 10 Cal 140 (145) : 13 C L R 358, Hurry Churn v. Empress. ("Weak point in 
prosecution evidence not pointed out.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 549 (550) : 15 Cr.L.J. 147, Of el Mollah v. Emperor. (Judge’s 
opinion expressed in dogmatic and unqualified terms — Held, there was mis- 
direction.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 617 (621, 626) : 30 Cri L Jour 993 (SB), Padam Prasad v. 
Emperor. ■ (Complaint containing prejudicial matter allowed to be read — Judge 
omitting to warn jury not to pay attention to it.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 439 (440) : 20 Cri L Jour 661,Affiruddi Chakdar v Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (255) : 23 Cri L Jour 244, Emperor v. Taribulah Sheikh. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 106 (106) : 24 Cr.L.J. 143, Superintendent & Remembrancer 
of Legal A ffairs v Shyam Sundar Bhmnij. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 200 (201, 202) : 28 Cri L Jour 201, Isu Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Matters not on record were put before the jury.) 
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Prosecutor nor that of the defence counsel . 30 He should refer to Section 297 

important pieces pf evidence both for the prosecution and against it . 31 Note 6 

He should not put the case of the prosecution too strongly and fail to 

put the defence case as strongly as it ought to be . 32 The usual way of 

charging the jury would be to ask them to start with the presumption 

of the innocence of the accused , 33 to trace the history of the case as 

laid before the Court by the prosecution , 34 placing before the jury the- 

evidence for the prosecution 35 and drawing their attention to the weak 

points, if any, in such evidence ; 38 then to state the case for the defence 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 551 (552) : 30 Cr.L.J. 120, Mahomed Segiruddin v. Emperor. 

(Case based on circumstantial evidence — Failure to put it to the jury that cir- 
cumstances should be such that there can be no reasonable possibility of inno- 
cence of the accused.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 31 (33,34) : 7 Pat 50 : 28 Cr.L.J. 843, Tajali Mian v. Emperor. 

(’30) 32 Cri L Jour 410 (417) : 129 Ind Cas 670 (677) (Cal), Upendranath Ta v. 

Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (430) : 27 Cri L Jour 785, Dhiraji v. Alcasi. (Jury’s 
attention was not drawn to contradictions in prosecution evidence.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (141) : 53 Cal 372 : 27 Cri L Jour 266, Khijiruddin v. 

Emperor.. (Charge to jury read very much like prosecuting counsel’s speech.) 

[See (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 47 (48): 50 Cal 658: 24 Cr. L. J. 838, Eran v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 8 (11) : 9 C W N 69, Yasin Shcilch v. Emperor. (In this case- 
the evidence was fairly put to the jury.)] 

30. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266(267) : 38 Cr. L. J. 767, Madan TilaMas v. Emperor. 

(’78) 1 Cal L R 436 (437), In the matter of Cliinibash Ghosc. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 500 (502) : 29 Cri L Jour 497, Samiuddin v. Emperor. 

31. (’94) 1894 Rat 720 (721), Queen-Empress v. Maliadu. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112, 113) : 38 Cri L Jour 589 : I L R (1937) Nag 123, 

Fateh Mahomed v. Emperor. (Accepting the prosecution evidence as an established- 
fact and not putting to jury defence evidence — Misdirection.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53) : 60 Bom 599 : 37 Cr. L. J. 366 (FB )fPuttan Hasan 
v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 537 (539): 12 Ind Cas 513 (Oudh), Malcbul Ahmady, Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 193 (196) : 10 Ind Cas 684 (Cal), Rashidazzaman v. Emperor. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr Letters 10 (10). (It is the Judge’s duty in summing up the 
evidence to lay before tho jury all the facts required by them to be determined.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 140 (141) : 9 Ind Cas 788 (Mnd), Palavcsa Tevan v. Emperor. 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 58 (58), Queen v. Kissorcc Molmn Butt. (Charge of using, 
forged documents — Judge was right in drawing jury’s attention to palpable altera- 
tion or blot on the face of the document.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 729 (734) : 26 Cri L Jour 1009, Jessaral v. Emperor. 

(’26) 28 Cri L Jour 19 (22): 99 Ind Cas 51-(Cal), Mamat Aliy. Emperor. (Omission- 
to direct jury'upon an important point in favour of the accused amounts to a 
misdirection.) 

[&'ee (1865) 4 Suth W R Cr 18 (18), Queen v. Aruj Sheikh. (There was no summing- 
up in this case.)] 

32. (’40) 1940 M W N 97 (100), Pateyya v. Emperor. (Failure to put before the- 
jury points which are favourable to the accused is a misdirection which vitiates- 
the trial.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 426 (428) : 34 Cri L Jour 533 (SB), Asraf Ali v. Emperor. 

[See also (70) 14 Suth W R Cr 59 (62), Queen v. Hurry Prasad."] 

33. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 796 (798) : 58 Cal 1095 : 33 Cri L Jour 196, Emperor v„ 

Tazem Ali. 

34. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 311 (313) : 1 C. L. J. 385, Panchu Mondal v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 34 (35) : 7 Pat 153 : 30 Cri L Jour 273, Wajid Aliy. Emperor. 

[See (’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 64 (64), Empress v. Mohabur Singh.] 

35. (’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 427 (430): 34 Cal 698 : 11 OWN 666, Jalindra Nath v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (315, 318) : 19 Cri L Jour 81, Asraf Ali v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 244 (246) : 56 Cal 566 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1031, Debendra Narayan 

y. Emperor. 

36. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (267):38Cr. L.'J. 767, Madan TilaMas v. Emperor. 

(If he feels that there is something extremely suspicious about the prosecution’ 
case, he ought to show his hand to the jury — Heisnot a mere judicial automaton.)’ 
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faction 297 in sufficient detail 37 and to draw the attention of the jury to all the 

Note 6 points in favour of the defence 33 even though the accused or his 

pleader omitted to raise 39 or did not lay much stress on such points.' 10 
The Judge should not tell the jury that if they find that the defence 
case is a false one it is an element in favour of the prosecution and 
that the falsity of the defence may have the effect of confirming them 
in their belief that the prosecution story is true. But, if such language 
is employed, it should always be accompanied by the legal caution 
that the onus of proving explicit guilt is upon the prosecution alone. 41 
The Judge should not try to explain away points favourable to the 
accused 42 or ridicule the defence. 43 A Judge in his charge to the jury 
should not make an appeal or exhortation to the jury such as “The 
whole Karachi is watching you. The whole commercial world is 
watching you.” For, in doing so, the Judge passes beyond the limits 
of wise guidance or advice and introduces extraneous considerations 
in the charge which may not leave the jury to come freely to their 

{’37) AIR 1937 Cal 269 (272) : 38 Crl L Jour 1018, Sanyasi Gam v. Emperor. 

(Charge held defective and conviction set aside.) 

(’36) 1936 0 WN1S7 (190), Bchari v. Emperor. (Cnse of dacoity — Guilt’of accused 
depending entirely upon identification — Judge should point ont shortcomings of 
prosecution witnesses in his charge to jury.) 
f’GG) 5 Sutli AV R Cr 13 (13), Queen v. Choonce. 

(’29) 1929 Mad AY N 94G (947, 952), Doraiswamy v. Emperor. 

{' 28) AIR 1928 Cal G90 (G91): 56 Cal 145: 30 Cr. L. J. 350, Mohbul Khan v. Emperor. 
[, Sec (1SG5) 3 Suth AY R Cr 29 (31), Empress v. Boidnatli Singh.] 

37. (’88) 1S88 Rat 42G (427), Queen-Empress v. Dattu. 

[See also (’33) AIR 1933 P C 124 (131, 133) : 34 Cri L Jour 322 (332, 333) (PC), 
Dwarkanath v. Emperor.] 

38. (1900) 4 Cal AY N 19G (200), Bahamzat Ali v. Empress. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 2G9 (272) : 38 Cri L .Tour 1018, Sanyasi Gain v. Emperor. 

■(’29) 1929 Mad AA T N 946 (947, 94S), Doraiswamy v. Emperor. (It is the Judge’s 
duty to put strong as well as weak points in the prosecution cnse to the jury.) 
•(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 249 (251, 252) : 40 Bom 220 : 17 Cri L Jour 133, Faliira 
Appaya v. Emperor. 

(’71) 15 Suth AA r R Cr 37 (39, 40), Queen v. il Tahima Cliundcr Das. 

•(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (7S3) : 1G Cri L Jour 5G1 (570) (FB), Emperor v.Upcndra- 
nath Das. (Per Mukerjec, J.) 

39. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224) : 1910 N L J 264 (2G7), Bapurao v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (282) : 25 Cri L Jour 817 (FB), Emperor v. Barendra 

Kumar. (But there must be evidence in support of such point.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 442 (442, 443) : 31 Cri L Jour 1203, Kuti v. Emperor. (There 
must be some evidence in support of such point.) 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Cal G5G (G58) : 34 Cri L Jour 1078, Golap Ali v. Emperor. (Do.) 
•(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 700 (702) : 30 Cri L Jour 799, Ajgar Sheikh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
■(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 308 (309) : 32 Cri L Jour 172, Mahomed Khan v. Emperor. 
(Accused unrepresented — Likely arguments that would have been advanced by 
pleader if the accused had been represented should be brought to the notice of 
the jury.) 

40. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 335 (335) : 17 Cri L Jour 19 (19), In re Sangam. (Evi- 
dence about defence of alibi was not summed up — Retrial ordered.) 

41. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 4G3 (4G5) : 38 CriL Jour931, Sarat Chandra v. Emperor. 
■(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (268) : 38 Cri L Jour 767, Madan Tilakdas v. Emperor. 

42. (’99) 2 Weir 501 (502, 503), In re Boga Vasantugadu. 

■(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 623 (623) : 21 Ind Cns 671 (Mad), In re Subbu Thcvan. 

•(’99) 2 AYeir 3SG (386), Kizakcdatli Univam v. Empress. < 

43. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 116 (119) : 25 Cri L Jour 761, Topandas v. Emperor. 
(Defence ridiculed even before the discussion of evidence had been entered upon 
— Held this had a misleading effect on the minds of the jury.) 
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conclusions. 41 Whei4 there are discrepancies in the evidence the Judge 
should not merely say that there are discrepancies hut should point out 
what they are. 45 It will not he proper to advise the jury to disbelieve a 
man who has given consistent evidence merely because there are a few 
minor.discrepancies; 40 nor is it proper to put before the jury hypothetical 
or speculative cases, for which there is no foundation in evidence. 47 

' But, having regard to S. 298, sub-s.(2), it is proper and reasonable 
for the Judge to direct the jury as. to the weight to be attached to the 
evidence called at the trial, provided that the Judge takes care to 
caution the jury that they are the sole judges of all questions of fact. 43 


44. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (216) : 41 Cri L Jour 2S : I L R (1940) Kar 249, 
Slicwaram v. Emperor. 

[See (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 116 (122) : 25 Cri L Jour 761, Topandas v. Emperor.'] 

45. (’88) 2 Weir 493 (494), In re Anchula Nallacharla Naidu. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53) : 60 Bom 599 : 37 Cri L Jour 366 (FB), Pattern 
Hasan v. Emperor. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Or 70 (71), Queen v. Burjo Baric];. (In summing up of a case 
tried with the aid of assessors.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 200 (202) : 28 Cri L Jour 201, Isu Sheik v. Emperor. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 54 (54), Queen v. Clmndcr Kumar Mucoomdar. 

(’84) 11 Cal 10 (13), Leiu Tu v. Queen-Empress. 

[Sec also (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 575 (576) : 40 Cr.L. -T. 34, But ale Gope v. Emperor. 

' (Defence relying on omissions by witnesses before police and Court — Court 
should draw attention of jury to those omissions and if it thinks that omissions 
were due to certain circumstances, it should leave jury to decide value of such 
omissions — General observations however create wrong impressions on jury.) 

' (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (584) : 40 Cri L Jour 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor.] 

46. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 575 (575, 57G) : 22 Cr. L. J. 1250, Baijnath Maldon v. 
Emperor. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R 17 (17), Queen v. Bustcc Khan. 

47. (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 421 (425):37Cr.L.J.1050: 14 Rang 716 (FB), Emperor 
v. Ega E Pc. (Judge not bound to enter into an irrelevant explanation on case 
not raised by accused — This may have the effect of misguiding the jury.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (779, 782) : 16 Cri L Jour 561 (571) (FB), Emperor v. 
Upcndranath Das. 

•(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 279 (285) : 56 Bom 434 : 33 Cr. L. J. 613, Yasudeo Balwant 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 481 (484, 485) : 34 Cr. L. J. 828, Emperor \\ Kavicshwar Lai. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Low Rur 114 (122, 123) : 17 Cr. L. J. 49 (52, 54, 58) : 8 Low Bur 
Rul 306 (FB), Nga Mya v. Emperor. 

[See (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 139 (141) : 6 Pat 572 : 29 Cr.L.J. 626, Nathuni Eonia 
v. Emperor.- (In this case the High Court held on facts that the Judge did not 
put any hypothetical case as there was evidence.)] 

48. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224), Bapurao v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (661) : 40 Cri L Jour 101 : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 636, Abdul 
Gafur v. Emperor. (Judge discussing evidence and leaving decision on every 
piece of evidence to jury — Mere fact that presentation of evidence to jury is 
coloured by opinion of Judge does not amount to misdirection.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112) : 38 Cri L Jour 589 : I L R (1937) Nag 123, Fateh 
Mohammad v. Emperor. (It is not enough if after giving his opinions as definite 
facts, the Judge merely does lip-service to his duties by stating at the end of the 
charge that jurors should come to their own conclusion.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudli 164 (164) : 37 Cr.L.J. 182 : 11 Luck 687 ,Satdeov. Emperor. 

(’36) 1936 OWN 201 (203), Wajid Husain v. Emperor. 

(’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 17 (18) : 158 I C 172 (Lah), Harold H. Watson v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 1032 (1033) : 36 Cr. L. J. 322, Bansi Dhar v. Emperor. 

•(’34) AIR 1934 All 326 (328),: 35 Cr.L.J. 688, Sumcra v. Emperor. (Judge giving 
dogmatic and- unqualified opinion on question of fact of cardinal importance — 
This amounts to misdirection.) 

•(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 757 (757) :'35 Cri'L Jour 1487, Hossain Ali v. Emperor. 
(Expression of opinion on matters of evidence is not misdirection where Judge 
warns that the jury are not bound to accept his opinion on questions of fact.) 

2Cr.lOG. 
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After the Judge has summarised the evidence for the prosecution 
and the defence, he should tell the jury that though they do not 
believe the defence, it does not follow that they must believe the 
prosecution. Giving such a direction at the end of the charge will not 
amount to misdirection . 49 

Summing up is not rendered unnecessary by reason of counsel 
having addressed jury. — The sufficiency of a charge to the jury 
must depend largely upon the special circumstances of each case such 
as the constitution of the jury, their intelligence and education, the 
elaboration with which the case has been conducted, the skill of the 
defence and a variety of other circumstances . 90 But the Judge will not 
be relieved of the duty of placing before the jury the important facts of 
the case simply because the counsel have addressed long arguments to 
them . 51 It is necessary that the jury should learn from the J udge what 
are the important points to which their attention should be directed . 62 

Effect of omission to refer to defence case. — An omission to 
refer to the case of the defence or the failure to deal with it in an 
adequate manner will vitiate the trial . 53 Where, however, the defence 


(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 214 (210) : 13 Rang 141 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1232, E. W. Scott v. 
Emperor. (A Judge charging the jury docs not fulfil his duty if he merely reiterates 
the evidence given by the witnesses for the prosecution and the defence, and then, 
leaves the jury to decide the case one way or another.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 203 (265, 206) : 14 Pat 225 : 30 Cri L Jour 1020, Harilal v. 
Emperor. (Criticisms of and exposures of weak points in arguments on behalf 
of defence do not amount to misdirection if jury are warned that they are 
not bound by such expressions of opinion.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 928 (929) : 37 Gri L Jour 173, Sri Kishcn v. Emperor. (Judge 
expressing opinion on question of fact under S. 298, sub-s. (2) — It is not necessary 
on every occasion when he expresses such opinion to tell jury that they are sole 
judges of questions of fact; it is enough if this point is mentioned at the end of 
the charge to the jury.) 

[Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (462) : 39 Cr. L. J. 674, Ebadi Khan v. Emperor. 
(Having admitted a document Judge should leave it to the jury as to what 
weight they would allow to the evidence — Nor should he give his reasons for 
admitting document in evidence.)) 

49 . (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (062) : 40 Cr.L.J. 101 : 1 L R (193S) 1 Cal 636, Abdul 
Gafur v. Emperor. 

50 . (’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 41 (42), Queen v. Nimchand Mukcrjec. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 238 (239) : 24 Cri L Jour 495, Gajo Singh v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 171 (171, 172) : 6 Luck 705 : 32 Cr.L.J. 858, Mangal Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’03) 27 Bom 644 (651) : 4 Bom L R 683, Emperor v. Malgoiuda Basgowda. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 201 (208) : 19 Cri L Jour 886, Bam Bhagwan v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 13 (14):3 Sind L R 102 : 4 I. C. 597, Impcralor v. .1 tinlnuasayo* 

51. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 269 (270), Abdul Barak v. Emperor. 

(’82) 10 Cal L R 4 (6), Jugttt Mohincc Dasscc v. Madhu Sudhan Butt. 

(’03) 27 Bom 644 (651) : 4 Bom L R 683, Emperor v. Malgoioda Basgoiuda. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 94 (95, 96):30 NagLR 262:35 Cr.L.J. 957, Abdul Asis v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 259 (260) : 2 Luck 597 : 28 Cri L Jour 683, Nahrumal v. 
Emperor. (Judge ought to have repeated in some form the gist of the counsel’s 
argument.) 

52 . (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 142 (144) : 20 Cri L Jour 300 (FB), Peary v. Emperor. 

53 . (’91) 1891 Rat 581 (582), Queen-Empress v. Dhamba. (Charge should not 
confine itself to case for the prosecution.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 370 (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 176, In re Ambalam. (Defence .case' 
was not adequately put before the jury ) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 269 (272) : 38 Cri L Jour 1018, Sanyasi Gain v. Emperor. 
(Evidence not properly put before jurors — Weaknesses in prosecution evidence not- 
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■was not specific but consisted in merely denying the charge coupled Section 297 

■with destructive criticism of the prosecution evidence, it -was held that Rotes 6-7 

it was enough if the Judge drew the attention of the jury to the 
discrepancies in the prosecution evidence and the criticisms advanced, 
and that no useful purpose would he served by formally charging the 
jury that the defence was a denial of the prosecution case . 61 

Allowing jury to have experiment as to question of identifica- 
tion. — See the undermentioned case . 65 

7. Summing up where there are several accused. — Where 
there are several accused the Judge should deal with the evidence 
relating to each of the accused , 1 that is to say, he must point out to 

pointed out but points in favour of accused omitted — Charge is defective and 
misleading — Conviction and sentence of accused must be set aside.) 

(’3G) AIR 193G Bom 52 (53) : 60 Bom 599 : 37 Cr. L. J. 366 (FB), Puttan Hasan 
v. Emperor. (Judge referring generally to defence suggested in cross-exnmination 
of prosecution witnesses.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 124 (126) : 23 Cr.L.J. 567, Emperor v. Durga Charan Bcpari. 

(Jury’s attention was not drawn to discrepancies.) 

(’74) 11 Bom H C R 1G6 (169), Beg. v. Sahharam Mukundji. (Evidence properly 
admitted was withheld from the jury.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 484 (486), Queen-Empress v. Ardcshir. (Case under S. 405, Penal 
Code — Omission to charge jury as to the necessity of strict proof of mens rea.) 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 207 (209), Emperor v. Appumia Dcvappa. (In this case it was 
held that there was no omission.) 

(’04) 6 Bom L R 31 (32 , 33), Emperor v. Mira Gajbar. (Judge ashed the jury to neglect 
all oral evidence and concentrate their attention on documentary evidence alone.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 527 (528) : 21 Cr. L. J. 670, Abdul Gafur v. Emperor. (Jury’s 
attention was not drawn to most material contradiction.) 

(’03) 18 Mad LJour54l (541) : 4MLT 194, InrcGangiBcddiBuchanna. (Omission 
to refer to pica of alibi and to the evidence bearing thereon.)^ 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 271 (272): 14 Ind Cas 655 (Mad), V cnkatlan v. Emperor. (Facts 
favourable to accused elicited in cross-examination not brought to the notice of 
the jury.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 230 (230) : 25 Cr. L. J. 269, Mayandi Thcvan v. Emperor. (In 
this case omission to refer to defence evidence was held immaterial.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 23 (24, 25) : 7 Luek 390 : 33 Cri L Jour 167, Sita Bam v. 

Emperor. (Failure to draw attention of the jury to the fact that there was no 
corroboration of complainant's evidence as against certain accused.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 517 (519) : 50 Cal 318 : 25 Cri L Jour 467 (470), MahomccL 
Yunus v. Emperor. (Failure to warn the jury that a statement made by a certain 
accused was not a confession and could not therefore be used against his co- 
accused.) 

(’90) 14 Bom 115 (144), Queen-Empress v. Magan Ball. (Omission to tell the jury 
that the evidence of the accomplice was uncorroborated.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 833 (834) : 35 Cri L Jour 508, Surendra Nath Dasv. Emperor . 

(Rape — Failure to warn jury not toaccept girl’s evidence without corroboration.) 

[See (’40) 1940 Mad W N 97 (100), Pateyya v. Emperor. (Improper exclusion of 
relevant evidence attempted to be let in on behalf of the accused and failure to lay 
stress on the fact that all the prosecution witnesses were interested amounts 
to misdirection.) 

(’33) AIR 1938 Pat 575 (576) : 40 Cri L Jour 34, Bulak Gope v. Emperor .] 

54. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 536 (537) : 59 Cal 1123 : 33 Cr. L. J. 694, Israil v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 928 (929,930) : 37 Cr.L.J. 173, Sri Kisheny. Emperor. (Where 

there is no evidence for the defence, a discussion of only the prosecution evidence 
cannot be attacked as one sided.) 

55. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 744(745): 36 Cr.L.J. 129, SarupAli v. Emperor. (Evidence 
as to accused being identified in diffused light from electric torches — Judge while 
charging jury as to evidence of identification allowing jury to have experiment with 
such torches in absence of accused — Hcfdthatthe procedure was gravely irregular.) 

Note 7 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 417 (419) : 41 Cri L J 738, Judagi Gope v. Emperor. 

( ’40) 1940 Mad W N 97 (100), Pateyya v. Emperor. 
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the jury exactly the evidence against each of the accused separately.; 
it is not sufficient if he simply asks the jury to consider the case of 
each accused separately . 3 But it is a wrong method of approach to 
summarise the evidence against each of the accused persons and ask 
the jury at the end of each summary if the accused has been falsely 
implicated, thereby putting before them a false issue which is likely 
to misguide them into thinking that unless they are satisfied that the 
ease is false, they must find the accused guilty . 3 

The Judge should not in his charge to the jury merely use the 
word ‘accused’ leaving the jury in considerable doubt as to which 
accused he refers; he should make reference to each accused separately . 4 

See also the undermentioned case . 5 

8. Direction to recommend for mercy. — The jury should 
not he directed by the Judge to recommend the accused to mercy . 1 
Where the jury returned a verdict of guilty and, at the same time, 
recommended the accused to mercy, it was held that the recommen- 
dation for mercy did not imply that the jury did not believe the 
accused to be guilty at all . 2 


('39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (214) : 41 Ori L .Tom* 28 : ILR (1940) Ear 249, Shcwaram 
v. Emperor. (Where the Judge in his charge to the jury has not sufficiently dis- 
tinguished the cases of each of the two accused who are being tried and whose cases 
are widely different, so ns to make a difference on the admissibility of evidence, it 
amounts to a misdirection.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 475 (47G) : 39 Cri L Jour 751, Katyayani Dasi v. Emperor . 
(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (5S3) : 40 Cri L Jour 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor. 

(’37) 1937 M W N 737 (73S), Nachappa Goundan v. Emperor. (Omission to do this 
is a very serious defect.) 

(’3G) AIR 1930 Cal 18G (187) : 37 Cri L Jour G73, Nabi Khan v. Emperor. . 

(’3G) 193G 0 W N 201 (203), Wajid Husain v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 78 (SO) : 30 Mad 44, Mari Yalayan v. Emperor. 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 358 (358) (Mad), In re Acchablia Beori. (Jury should be warned 
that the confession by one accused incriminating himself cannot be used against 
the other accused.) 

(’01) 2 Weir 517 (518), DaksMnamurthi v. Public Prosecutor. 

(’94) 2 Weir 514 (514), In re Veerappan. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 748 (749), Queen-Empress v. Mcnga Budhia. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 538 (539) : 7 Ind Cas 915 (Cal), Harcndra Pal v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 9GG (9G7) : 47 Cal 4G : 21 Cri L Jour 775, Hcmanta Kumar 
Pathalc v. Emperor. (Attention of the jury must be invited to each of the accused’s 
statement to the charge framed against him.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 534 (537) : 62 Cal 911 : 3G Cr. L. J. 1246, Asamillax. Emperor. 
(To hang a lot of number of witnesses round the neck of each accused without 
any discussion of the evidence given by the witnesses is not the way of carrying 
out the above rule.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 273 (275) : 35 Cri L Jour 1313, Bam Sumer Ahir v. Emperor. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Gal 186 (187) : 37 Cri L Jour 673, Nabi Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’40) 44 Cal W N 840 (S43), Mujjaffar Shcilch v. Emperor. 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 186 (189) : 37 Cri L Jour 673, Nabi Khan v. Emperor. , 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 858 (860) : 40 Cri L Jour 355, Arumugam v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 401 of being members of gang — Evidence that big gang was 
committing acts of depredation all over India and that some of the accused were 
found associated together in crime characteristic of gang is sufficient to justify 
Judge, on very little proof of association, in leaving it to jury whether particular 
accused was member of gang.) 

Note 8 

1. (70) 14 Suth W R Cr 46 (46), Queen v. Dasscc Musulmany. ' • 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 4G (48) : 37 Cri L Jour 320, Bari Mahto.y. Emperor. 
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9. “Laying down the lay/ by which the jury are to be 
guided.” — There should be only one charge to the jury both on the 
faets.and on the law. It is illegal to comment upon the evidence and 
ask the jury to consider whether the prisoner is guilty and then to 
explain the law and take their verdict as to what offence the prisoner 
is guilty of. 1 The Judge should explain to the jury his own view of 
the law, but should not refer it to the High Court. 2 

The discussion of legal matters should be introduced in the 
charge in appropriate places, as and when something occurs in the 
discussion of the evidence which gives rise to them, and necessitates 
their application. 211 

Elements of offence should be explained. — The Judge should 
draw the attention of the jury to the offence with which the accused 
is charged and explain to them clearly and fully the various ingredients 
which should be proved in order to find the accused guilty of that 
offence. 3 It should not be presumed that the jurors are aware of 
the necessary elements which constitute an offence or the legal 
distinction between one offence and another.' 1 Wherever necessary the 
Judge should charge the jury as to the necessity of strict proof of 
mens vea, of fraudulent intention, etc. 5 ; if the evidence discloses that 
the accused comes under the exceptions to a particular offence or the 
general exceptions under chapter IV of the Penal Code, he should 

Note 9 

1. (’S8) 2 Weir 493 (494), In rc Anchula Nallacharla Naidu. (Accused was 
charged in this case with offences under Ss. 408, 881, 411, Penal Code) 

2. (1805) 3 Suth W B Cr Letters 18 (IS), In rc Umbica Churn Sircar. 

2a. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 534(530): 02 Cal 911:30 Cr.L.J. 1240 Asanulla v. Emperor. 
(A direction about reasonable doubt should appear at the end of the charge.) 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 87 (8S) : 41 Cri L Jour 482, A. JIT. Mathcios v. Emperor. 
(This is particularly necessary in a case where the main charge is cheating as 
the definition of cheating is not exactly what an ordinary layman in the ordi- 
nary use of the English language would understand by the term.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : 41 Cri L Jour 170 :ILR (1939) Bom 648, Emperor 
v. Jhina Soma. (But omission to do so does not vitiate trial if it has not occa- 
sioned failure of justice.) 

(’il) AIR 1937 Cal 458 (459) : 38 Cri L Jour 960, Mahomed Shari ff Khan v. 
Emperor. (Failure of Judge to explain to the jury the implication of a conspiracy 
to commit an offence under S. 326, held amounted to misdirection.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W B Cr Letters 10 (11). 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 168 (170) : 9 Bom L R 153, Emperor v. Mahamad Khan. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 433 (434) : 31 Cr, L. J. 1092, Md. Jalal-ud-din v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 504 (564):47 Cal 795 :31 Cr.L.J 694, Kassimuddin v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 All 24 (25) : 31 Cri L Jour 33, Emperor v. Mohammad Israil. 
(’07) 30 Mad 44 (45) : 5 Cri L Jour 78, Mari V alayan v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 411 (412) : 25 Cri L Jour 1129, Naiuab Ali v. Emperor. 

(Omission to explain not a technical defect.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 175 (176) : 35 Cri L Jour 507, lagan v. Emperor. (What is 
meant by term “robbery” must be explained.) 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 175 (176) : 35 Cri L Jour 507 (508), Jagan v. Emperor. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (444) : 38 Cr.L.J. 919 : 16 Pat 413, Bameshwar Singh 
v. Emperor. (Charge of kidnapping and abduction —"Jury finding accused not 
guilty of kidnapping and finding girl to be over sixteen years — Story of prosecution 
that girl was taken away for marriage without her consent — Charge to jury not 
referring to such, intention — Held non-direction amounted to serious misdirection.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 484 (486), Queen-Empress v. Ardeshir. 

[Sec (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 494 (496) : 25 Cr. L. J. 13S6, Abdul Gani v. Emperor. 
(Unlawful assembly case — Judge must mention any charges that may be in 
the common objects of the unlawful assembly.)] 
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Section 297 explain those exceptions also. 0 See the undermentioned cases, 7 where 
Note 9 the various High Courts have given directions as to how particular 
sections should ho explained. 

6. (’26) Am 1926 Cal 1107 (1108) : 27 Or. L. J. Id02, Jahur Shaikh v. Emperor. 
[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Cnl G (9) : 39 Cr. L.’J. 308, Ei nperor v. Burga Gharan. 

(Charge in murder case — Attention of jury drawn to positions that on evidence 
no question of exceptions to S. 300, Penal Code, arose — Held there was no 
misdirection.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Bom GO (Gl) : 38 Cri L Jour 327, Emperor v. Mahomed Adam. 
(Charge to jury — Intention to cause death and actual death proved — Charge 
should be of culpable homicide amounting to murder — Jury to determine excep- 
tions under S. 300, Penal Code — Judge should not prejudge nature of offence.)] 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : 41 Cri L Jour 17G : I L R (1939) Bom G48, 
Emperor v. Jhina Soma. (It is incumbent upon the Judge to explain what is 
culpable homicide under S. 299, Penal Code, and under what circumstances 
culpable homicide amounts to murder, and under what circumstances it does not, 
under S. 300, Penal Code.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Pat 53G (539) : 41 Cri L Jour 1 : 18 Pat G98, Sachindcr Bai v. 
Emperor. (S. 3GGA, Penal Code — Where there is no exact evidence of age, the 
Judge should strongly emphasize this feature of the case and clearly direct the 
jury that if they are not completely satisfied that it has been established that the 
girl was under eighteen they arc bound to acquit upon that charge.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 475 (47G) : 39 Cri L Jour 751, Katyayani Basi v. Emperor. 
(S. 3GG and S. 3GGA, Penal Code.) 

(’37) Am 1937 Cal 309 (312) : 38 Cr.L.J. 10G7 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 308, Sahcdali 
Mirdha v. Emperor. (Ss. 149 and 304, Penal Code.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (195) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Bajcndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 411 and 414, Penal Code.) 

(’3G) AIR 1930 Cal G75 (G7G) : 38 Cr. L. J. 17G, Samarali v. Emperor. (In cases 
under S. 3GG, the Judge should put a specific question to the jury as to the con- 
clusion they have come to in relation to the age of the girl whose mal-treatment 
has been the subject of the charge.) 

(’73) 20 Sutli W R Cr 70 (71) : 13 Beng L R App 20, Queen v. Nobin Chundcr 
Bancrjcc. (S. 84, Penal Code — Murder committed while labouring under strong 
passions and feelings — Insanity cannot be presumed.) 

(’71) 1G Suth W R Cr 3G (37) : 8 Beng L R App 21, Queen v. Zulfukar Khan. 
(S. 85, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 269 (270), Abdul Beeak v. Emperor. (S. 97, Penal Code.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 257 (259) : 53 Cal 980 : 28 Cr.L.J. 273, Ascruddin v. Emperor. 
(S. 9G, Penal Code.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 77G (777) : 2G Cri L Jour 48, Bascruddi Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(S. 103, Penal Code.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 517 (519) : 50 Cal 318 : 25 Cr. L. J. 4G7, Muhammad Yunus 
v. Emperor. (Ss. 100 and 101, Penal Code.) 

(’21) Am 1921 Cal G97 (G98) : 22 Cri L Jour GOG, Abdiil Bahim Mir v. King- 
Emperor. (Ss. 90 to 103, Penal Code.) 

(’ll) 13 Cri L Jour 2G (26) : 13 Ind Cas 218 (Cal), Mchar Sardar v. Emperor. 
(S. 99, Penal Code.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 443 (444, 445) : 3G Cal 29G : 1 I. C. 973, Baijnath Dhanuk v. 
Emperor. (S. 99, Penal Code.) 

(’08) 7 Cr.L.J. 25G (2G2,2G4):35Cal308, Kabiruddin v. Emperor. (S. 99, 1.P.O.) 
(’72) 17 SuthWRCr45(45), Queen v. Mooklitaram Mundlc. (S. 100, Penal Code.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 757 (759) : 58 Cal 1228 : 33 Cri L Jour 79 (SB), Emperor v. 
Amodc Ali Sikdar. (S. 109, Penal Code.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 960 (967) : 47 Cal 4G : 21 Cr. L. J. 775, Jlcmanla Kumar v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 715 (715) : 1G I. C. 523 (Cnl), Jamiruddi Biswas v. Emperor. 
(S. 114, Penal Code.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 834 (834) : 22 Cr. L. J. 448, Baja Khan v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 355 (355) : 17 Cri L Jour 92 (93), Abdul Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(S. 141, Penal Code — It is essentially necessary to mention wlmt an unlawful 
.assembly is.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 139 (142) : G Pat 572 : 29 Cri L Jour 626, Nathuni Nonia v. 
Emperor. (S. 141, Penal Code.) 
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{'25) AIR 1925 Cal 494 (497) : 25 Cri L Jour 1386, Abdul Gani v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 771 (772) : 51 Cal 79 : 25 Cri L Jour 945, Eianuddi Earihar 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 51 (51), Queen v. Basoohoollah. (Do.) 

('86) 1 Weir 450 (451), In re Eomali Yiswasam. (Ss. 148, 397, Penal Code.) 

(’94) 1894 Eat 710 (715, 716), Quccn-Emprcss v. Abdul Bezak. (S. 149, 1. P. C.) 
■(’25) AIR 1925 P C 1 (4) : 52 Cal 197 : 52 Ind App 40 : 26 Cri L Jour 431 (PC), 
Barendra Kumar v. Emperor. (S. 34, Penal Code, fully discussed.) 

•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 15 (16) : 3 Sind L R 125 : 4 Ind Cns 608, Emperor v. Murid. 
(S. 34, Penal Code.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudli 102 (103) : 1 Luck 180 : 27 Cr.L.J. 846, Gurdin v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 149 and 34, Penal Code.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 410 (412) : 26 Cri L Jour 1560, Eascm Molla v. Emperor. 
(Common object — S. 147, Penal Code.) 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 913 (914) : 26 Cri L Jour 827, Aniruddha Mana v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 34 and 149, Penal Code.) 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (270) : 25 Cri L Jour 817 (FB), Emperor v. Barendra 
Kumar Ghose. (S. 34, Penal Code.) 

•(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 427 (431) : 34 Cal 698 : 11 C W N 666, Jatindranath v. 
Emperor. (S. 149, Penal Code.) 

•(’85) 11 Cal 106 (109, 110), Bchari Mdhton v. Queen-Empress. (Do.) 

•{'82) 8 Cal 739 (751, 752) : 12 Cal L R 233, Empress v. Jhuboo Mahlon. (Do.) 
(’99) 1 Bom L R 784 (785), Queen-Empress v. Babya. (S. 300 read with S. 34, 
Penal Code.) 

(1900) 2 BomLR304 (307-309), Quccn-Emprcss v. Yinayak. (S.124A, Penal Code.) 
(1900) 2 Bom L R 286 (298), Quccn-Emprcss v. Luxman Narayan. (Do.) 

(’92) 19 Cal 35 (44,45), Quccn-Emprcss v.JogcndraChnndcr. (Do.) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 29 (30), Queen v. Lahai Mundul. (S. 176, Penal Code.) 

•(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 144 (144, 145) : 35 Cri L Jour 535, Nagcndra Bhalita v. 
Emperor. (S. 201, Penal Code.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W RCr 84(84), Quccnr. Parbutty Chnran Sirl;ar.[S. 191, Penal Code.) 
(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 41 (44, 45), Queen v. Nim Ohand Mookcrjec. (Ss. 194 and 
115, Penal Code.) 

•(’97) 1 Cal W N 301 (302), Tomji Pramanih v. Empress. (S. 211, Penal Code.) 
(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 66 (06) : 4 Beng L B App Cr 4, Queen v. Kola. (S. 193, 
Penal Code.) 

(’69) 12 SutkWRCr31(32): 3 Beng L R App Cr 36, Queen v. Mati Khoiocc. (Do.) 
(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 52 (54), Queen v. Dcnonath Bujjur. (Do.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 15 (15), Queen v. Bran Eissen. (S. 211, Penal Code.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 123 (126) : 18 Cri L Jour 385 (388) : 44 Cal 477 (FB), Fateh 
Ohand v. Emperor. (S. 243, Penal Code.) 

<(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 242 (243) : 34 Cri L Jour 668, Saheb Ali v. Emperor. (S. 304. 
Penal Code.) 

((’30) AIR 1930 P C 201 (204) : 31 Cri L Jour 701 (PC), Benjamin Knoioles v, 
Emperor. (S. 300, Penal Code.) 

■(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 1(2) : 3LowBurRul75 (FB), Ela Gyi v. Emperor. (S. 300, Penal 
Code — Distinction between murder and culpable homicide should be explained.) 
i(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 345 (349) : 58 Cal 1138 : 32 Cri L Jour 598, Ifattullah v. 
Emperor. (S. 304A, Penal Code.) 

i(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 136 (138) : 31 Cri L Jour 572, Natabar Haidar v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 302 to 304, Penal Code.) 

•(’11) 11 Cri L Jour 295 (298, 300) : 6 Ind Cas 251 (Cal), Rcazuddin v. Emperor. 
(S. 300, Penal Code.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 6 (8) : 35 Cal 531 : 7 Cal L J 599 : 12 C W N 774, Natabar 
Ghose v. Emperor. (Intention in S. 304, Penal Code.) 

(’85) 11 Cal 85 (90), Quccn-Emperess v. J acquict. (S. 300, Penal Code.) 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 17 (18) : 6 Beng L R App 86, Queen v. Kali Charan Das. 
(S. 304, Penal Code — Judge should point out the distinction between two classes 
of culpable homicide contemplated by S. 304.) 

(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 35 (35, 36):6 Beng LE App 87 n, Queen v. Ameer Khan. (Do.) 
(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 72 (72), Queen v. Gunesli Luskar. (S. 300, Penal Code.) 

(’6S) 9 Suth W R Cr 51 (52), Queen-Empress v. Shumshere Beg. (S. 300, Penal 
Code — Judge oughtto point out difference between culpable homicide and murder.) 
(’95) 1895 Rat 766 (7 68), Queen-Empress v. Dadubhai. (Ss. 302,304, Penal Code — 
It is the J udge’s duty to explain distinctions between culpable homicide and murder.) 
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(’95) 1895 Rat 735 (735), Queen-Empress v. Posha Hari. (S. 304, Penal Code — 
Judge must point out that S. 304 is made up of two parts.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 530 (530), Queen-Empress v. Ladlcya Mahaduya. (S. 304, Penal 
Code — Judge should draw the attention of tho jui-y to both parts of the section.) 
('14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 21G (218) : 17 Cri L Jour 154 (155) : 8 Low Bur Rul 125, 
Kya Nyun v. Emperor. (Ss. 300, 304, 32G, Penal Code — Jury should be asked 
to consider question of intention of tho accused.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 750 (751): 17 Ind Cas G2 : GSindLR 11G, Emperor v. Chagan 
Bajaram. (S. 304 (1), Penal Code.) 

(’28) 30 Cri L Jour S57 (857, 858) : 117 I. C. 8G2 (Cal), Fcdu Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Ss. 3G3 to 37G, Penal Code — Notice of a charge of kidnapping is not a fair notice 
of a charge of abduction.) - ' 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 28 (30) : 33 Cri L Jour 275, Emperor v. Zamin. (Meaning 
of "knowledge” in S. 80S.) 

(’27) MR 1927 Oudh 259 (259, 2G0) : 2 Luck 597 : 28 Cri L Jour G83, Nahru Mai 
v. Emperor. (Age in cases of S. 366A, Penal Code.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal GOG (GOG) : 34 Cri L .Tour 1161, Abdul Khaliquc v. Emperor. 
(Age in eases of S. 37G, Penal Code — Rape.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 442 (444) : 33 Cri L Jour 512, Vulchaml v. Emperor. (S. 3G6, 
Penal Code — ‘Will’ in tho first part of the section referes to ‘will’ of the girl and 
not that of the guardian.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 417 (417): 33 Cr.L.J. 553, Bhola Sardar v. Emperor. (S. 373, 
Penal Code — Age of the girl material.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 209 (210) : 57 Cal 1074 : 31 Cr. L. J. 903, Prafulla Kumar v. 
Emperor. (S. 3GG, Penal Code — ‘Forced’ includes forced by stress of circumstances.) 
(’26) AIR 192G Cal 22G (227) : 2GCr. L. J. 1021, Gadadhar v. Emperor. (Direction 
to jury must be on question of “knowledge” and not on suspicion inS. 3GS, Penal 
Codo.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 9 (10) : 4 I. C. 543 (Cal), Emperor v. Nakul Eabiraj. (S. 3G3, 
Penal Code — Judge should adhere to the words of tho particular section.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 718 (721, 722) : GO Cal 1457 : 35 Cri L Jour 307, Sahcb AH v. 
Emperor. (S. 3GG, Penal Code — Previous intimacy is material.) 

(1SG4) 1 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Alcbar Kascc. (S. 37G, Penal Code — Con- 
sent must be free consent.) 

(18G4) 1 Sulli W R Cr 2 (3), In re Bharat Chandcr Christian. (Ss. 379 to 412, 
Penal Code.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 41G (41S) : 2 C \V N 347, Nabi Baksh v. Quccn-Empcrss. (S. 379, 
Penal Code — ‘Taking’ in this case was with intent to put the owner to trouble — 
Accused was acquitted.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. Ij. J. 1G4 (164) : 4 Ind Cas 1071 (Mad), Eamma Aswathan v. Thimm- 
appa. (S. 379, Penal Codo — Judge is bound to explain what is meant by theft.) 
’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 7S (79, SO) : 1 M LT 399 : 30 Mad 44, MariYalayan v. Emperor. 
(S. 395, Penal Code — Merc reading of the definition of dacoity to tho jury is not 
sufficient.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 427 (428) : 54 Mad 5SS : 32 Cr. L. J. 1212, Baman Eoravan 
v. Emperor. (Jury must be directed that force must be used for the purpose of 
committing theft.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 481 (482) : 32 Cr.L.J. 973, Duraiswami Naickcnv. Emperor. 
(S. 395, Penal Code.) 

(’29) 31 Cr. L. J. 451 (451) : 122 I. C. G50 (Mad), In rc Pcrumal Thcvan. (Five 
persons charged with dacoity of whom one was found not guilty — Judge must point- 
out the effect of acquittal of one of the accused.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 249 (249) : 5 I. C. 797 (Mad), Enumundu Garu v. Emperor. 
(S. 395, Penal Code.) 

(’03) 1 Weir 44G (447), Inre Mookandi Maniagaran. (S. 395, Penal Code — Dacoity.) 
(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 311 (312) : 1 Ind Cas 54G (Mad), Sinna Thcvan v. Emperor. 
(S. 395 — Judge told the jury that dacoity is robbery committed by more than 
five persons — Accused not prejudiced.) 

(1864) 1864 Suth W R Cr Gap No. 8 (9), Queen v. Bono Maly Ghosc. (S. 395, Penal 
Code— Judge should direct the jury to convict only if they find that all the prisoners 
had intention of causing wrongful loss to the prosecutor.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 414 (416) : 59 Cal 8 : 32 Cr. L. J. 892, Mehcr Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(S. 395, Penal Code.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 294 (294,295): 34 Cr. L. J. 524 (SB), MadhuSingh v. Emperor. 
(S. 396, Penal Code.) 
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^Jkfction not to be merely read. — It is not a sufficient compliance 
with the law if the Judge merely reads the relevant section or sections 
under which the accused stands charged. 8 Mere references to sections 


(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 42 (42) : 13 I. C. 282 (Mad), In re Arunachala Thcvan. (S. 397, 
Penal Code — Persons not actually causing grievous hurt cannot be convicted 
under the section.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 49 (50) : 32 Cr. L. J. 470, Labedan Sain v. Emperor. (S. 397, 
Penal Code — S. 34, Penal Code, has no application to provisions of S. 397.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 97 (98) : 9 I. C. 555 : 38 Cal 40S, Bonai v. Emperor. (S. 400, 
Penal Code.) 

(’70) 6 Mad H C R 120 (121) : 1 Weir 452, In rc Sri Bam Ycnkatswami. 

(S. 401, Penal Code.) — 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 243(244): 27 Cr.L.J. 1368, InrcMuniyan. (S. 404, Penal Code.) 
(’82) G Bom 731 (733), Empress v. Mulhari. (S. 411, Penal Code — Jury must be 
told of the necessity of their being satisfied that the possession of the stolen 
property -was clearly traceable to the accused.) 

(’73) 18 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Samiruddin. (S. 412, Penal Code.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 16 (17), Queen v. il It. Joomncc, (S. 411, Penal Code — Guilty 
knowledge that the article retained by the accused was stolen must be proved.) 
(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 73 (74, 75), Queen v. Jogcshur. (S. 412, Penal Code — Guilty 
knowledge must be proved.) 

(’91) 15 Bom 369 (370), Empress v. Balya Somya. (S. 411, Penal Code — Guilty 
knowledge that the property was stolen must be found before conviction under 
this section.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 249 (234), Sundarcsa Iyer v. Emperor. (S. 415, Penal Code.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 502 (507) : 25 Cri L Jour 1034, Cham Chandra v. Emperor. 

(S. 415, Penal Code — Decree is not a valuable security.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294): 41 Cal 662: 15 Cri L Jour 155, Emperor v. Madan 
Mondal. (S. 441, Penal Code — In this case there was a failure by the Judge to 
point out the distinction between civil and a criminal trespass.) 

(’97) 2 Cal W N xci (xci), Dinabandu Bysal ; v. Empress. (Ss. 464 and 471, 
Penal Code.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 140 (141, 142): 19 Cr.L.J. 649, Emperor v. Asimoddi. (S, 465, 
Penal Code — The Judge should direct the jury explicitly with regard to fraudu- 
lent or dishonest intention of the accused.) 

(’91) 16 Bom 165 (168, 170), Empress v. Abaji Bamchandra. (Ss. 474 and 475, 
Penal Code.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 81 (82), Queen v. Jaha Bux. (S. 471, Penal Code.) 

(’04) 8 Cal W N 278 (283): 1 Cr.L.J. 124, Hurjee Mull v. Imam Ali. (Intention- 
in S. 465, Penal Code.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 P C 124 (133): 34 Cr.L.J. 322: 32 S L R 716 (P C), Dwarakanafh 
v. Emperor. (Ss. 120B and 194, Penal Code.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 184 (188): 58 Cal 1051: 32 Cr.L.J. 836 (P B),Emperor\.Susen 
Behari. (S. 477, Penal Code.) 

(’81) 8 Cal L R 542 (545, 546), Khorshed Kazi v. Empress. (Fraudulent or dis- 
honest use of documents must be proved in cases under S. 471, Penal Code.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 134 (134): 37 All 187: 16 Cri L Jour 322, Emperor v. Paras 
Bam Dube. (Presumption of English law against the possibility of the offenee- 
of rape by a boy under fourteen does not apply to India and the question is one of 
fact only.) 

(’35) 1935 Mad W N 1288 (1288), Chakala Narasa v. Emperor. (Charge ofdacoity 
and robbery.) 

[ Sec (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 269 (270) : 23 Cr.L.J. 41, Qangadhar Goala v. B. W. L. 
■Heed. (S 80, Penal Code.) 

(’85) 11 Cal 410 (412), Nctai Luskary. Queen-Empress. (S. 300, Penal Code.)] 

8. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 536 (539) : '41 Cri L Jour 1 : 18 Pat 698, Sachinder Bai v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 366 depends entirely on proof of force or deceit — 
Judge should explain this to jury.) 

f ’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (268) : 38 Cri L Jour 767, Madan Tilakdas v. Emperor. 

(Sections of law merely read out and explained to jury — What exposition of law 
. actually was, not stated — Held, there was serious misdirection of charge to jury.)- 
(1900) 4 Cal W N 193 (196), Sri Prasad Misser v. Empress. (The Judge must ex- 
plain the law.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 711 (713): 2 C W N 369, Taju Pramanik y. Queen-Empress. 
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‘Section 297 unless the jurors are trained men cannot be of much assistance to 

Note 9 them to apply the law to the facts ; it is always desirable that in 

charges to the jury the law should he sufficiently explained. 9 Their 
attention should also be drawn to the evidence in the ease and the 
method of applying the law to the facts found on such evidence 
explained. 10 The Judge should not explain the law which does not 
arise on the facts of the case or the pleadings of the parties. Only so 
much law as is necessary to find whether the accused is guilty or not • 
of the offence charged should he explained. 11 Digressions into questions 
of first principles 12 or about the proposed amendments of the law 1 '* 
and other extraneous arguments unnecessary to the facts of the case 
should bo avoided. 

The explanation of the law should be in the shortest and simplest 
terms possible without reference to the numbers of the Acts and 
sections of which the jury have never heard. 14 Similarly, though there 


•(’33) 1933 Mad W N 320 (321), Arumuga Goundan v. Emperor. 

S. (’37) 410WN 575 (57G), Nanda Mallik v, Emperor. (Charge under second 
part of S. 301, read with S. 34, Penal Code — Matter must be thoroughly explained 
to jury and evidence bearing on intention and knowledge must be carefully put 
before them.) 

(’37) 1937 M W N 737 (738), Nachappa Goundan v. Emperor. (Offence of robbery 
— Law not explained properly — Misdirection.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 730 (738): 2 CWN 484, Abbas Pcada v. Queen-Empress. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 124 (125) : 23 Cri L Jour 507, Emperor v. Durga Gharan. 

(Meaning of the section should be explained if necessary.) 

■(’20) AIR 192G Mad 1121 (1122) : 27 Cri L Jour 1191, Vcnkatigadu v. Emperor. 
(In offence of theft the word ’dishonestly’ must be explained to the jury.) 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Com 457 (459) : 41 Cri L Jour 17G : I L R (1939) Bom 048, 
Emperor v. Jliina Soma. (The mere reading of the sections to the jury does 
not amount to an explanation of the law.)]. 

10. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 750 (759) : 39 Cri L Jour 182 : ILR (1937) 2 Cal 315, 
Ekabbar Mondal v. Emperor. (Murder by poisoning — Judge should minutely 
analyse evidence before jury.) p 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 797 (805):4 Pat 020:27 Cr.L.J. 49, Btipan Singh y. Emperor. 
(In other words where the facts are complicated Judge should explain what are 
the points which the jury ought to take into consideration in arriving at their 
verdict.) 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 320 (321, 322), Arumuga v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 509 (510, 511) : 34 Cr. L. J. 841, Ghitiya Banjan v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 434 (435) : 57 Cal 1102 : 32 Cri L Jour 111, Jabanullah v. 
Emperor. (Evidence voluminous — Charge should state salient points, evidence 
adduced and points for determination with reference to law.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 370 (375) : 5S Cal 90:32 Cri L Jour 10, Government of Bengal 
v. Santiram Mondal. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 920 (927) : 20 Cri L Jour 1279, Abdul Bahim v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’30) AIR 1930 All 534 (536) : 32 Cr. L. J. 158, Suraj Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Sessions Judge should start taking interest in the case at the very beginning of 
trial and not when the time comes for writing or dictating the judgment.)] 

11 . (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (777, 779) : 10 Cr. L. J. 561 (509,570) (FB), Emperor 
v. TJpendranath Das. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 324 (320) : 28 Cr. L. J. 334, Adam Ali v. Emperor. (No plea 
of private defence — Law relating to private defence rightly not explained.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 142 (144) : 35 Cri L Jour 536, Fajcr Ali Darji v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 201 (205) : 19 Cri L Jour 886, Bam Bhaguan v. Emperor. 

12 . (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 722(723):34 Cr. L. J. 1231, Garibulla Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 34 (35) : 15 Cri L Jour 257, G. E. Browne v. Emperor. 

13 . (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 505 (506):24 C:\L.J. 70, Abdul Gohur Sikdar v Emperor. 

14 . (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 742 (74G) : 57 Cal 740:31 Cri L Jour 673, Nagcndranath 
v. Emperor. (Spreading of fine language and lofty homilies before the jury 
depricated.) 
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is no prohibition in law forbidding a Judge to read to the jury cases 
from law' reports, 15 generally it is very undesirable to refer them to 
many cases, often conflicting, which would tend to confuse their 
minds. 16 It is also improper for a Judge to leave a copy of the Penal 
Code with the jury so that they may find out for themselves under 
what section the offence against the accused falls. 17 

Explanation of the law is not rendered unnecessary by the fact 
that counsel have addressed the jury. — As has been stated in Note G, 
the fact that the prosecuting and defence counsel have explained the 
law to the jury, does not relieve the Judge of his duty in that respect. 
The responsibility of laying down the law for the guidance of the jury 
rests entirely with the Judge and it is immaterial how much or how 
often jury have been addressed by pleaders on both sides. 16 The reason 
for this may be stated in the words of a recent pronouncement of 
the Privy Council 10 : “Jurors are apt to be suspicious of the law as 
propounded by the defence; they look to the Judge for an authoritative 
statement of it.” 

When the jurors state that they do not understand the law, it is 
the duty of the Judge to explain the same to them again. 20 

The heads of charge should also show how the law was explained 
to the jury. See section 367 Note 15. 

Besides explaining the particular section or sections of the Penal 
Code or other Acts under which the accused is charged, it is the duty 
of the Judge to advise and direct the jury on other questions of law 
and procedure which may arise in the case. 21 

(A) Charge for major offence. — The Judge can direct that it 
is open to the jury to convict the accused of a minor offence though 
the charge is in respect of a major offence. 22 


15. (’27) AIR 1927 Rang 68 (70) : 4 Rang 488 : 28 Cr. L. J. 213 (PB), Emperor 
v. Nga Tin Oyi. 

('30) AIR 1930 Cal 434 (435) : 57 Cal 1162 : 32 Cri L Jour 111, Jabamllah v. 
Emperor. (Page, J., contra.) 

16. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 26 (27):13 Ind Cas 218 (Cal), Mehar Sardar v. Emperor. 
•(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 157 (158, 159) : 1 C L J 159, Shyama Charan v. Emperor. 

17. (’86) 14 Cal 164 (168), Jaspalh Singh x. Queen-Empress. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 736 (737), Queen-Empress v. BJtarmia. 

f ’26) AIR 1926 Cal 895 (896, 897) : 27 Cri L Jour 926, Emperor v. G. C. Wilson. 
See also S. 299 Note 2 and S. 300 Note 1. 

18. (’02) 29 Cal 379 (381) : 6 C W N 292, Mangan Das v. Emperor. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : 41 Cri L Jour 176;ILR (1939) Bom 648, Emperor 
v. Jhina Soma. 

■(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 53 (54) : 26 Cri L Jour 1090, Bam Prasad v. Emperor. 

19. (’33) AIR 1933 P C 218 (221) : 34 Cr. L. J. S86 (PC), Basil Banger Lawrance 
x. Emperor. 

20. ('ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 140 (141) : 9 I. C. 788 (Mad), Palavesa Tevan x. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 895 (897) : 27 Cri L Jour 926, Emperor v. G. G. Wilson. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 647 (648):25 Cr.L.J. 343, Bilaschandra Bancrjee x. Emperor. 

G See (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 118 (119) : 58 Cal 1335 : 33 Cr. L. J. 135, Girisehandra 
Namadas x. Emperor.'] 

21. [Acs (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 494 (496):25 Cr. L. J. 1386, Abdul Gani x. Emperor. 
(Charges under Ss. 147 and 353, Penal Code — Reference to the Calcutta Police 
Act by the Judge held necessary though the Act was not invoked by the accused.) 
(’77) 2 Bom 61 (64), Imperalrix x. Pilamber Jina .] 

22. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 417 (418) : 41 Cri L Jour 738, Judagi Gope x. Emperor. 
(Judge should tell the jury that even if they believe that theaccused jointly killed 


Section 297 
Note 9 



1692 


CHARGE TO JURY 


Section 297 
Note 9 


(B) Approver's evidence — Value of The Judge should direct 

the jury to consider whether a particular witness in the case is or is 
not an accomplice . 23 He can direct that there is no prohibition under 
the law to convict an accused on the uncorroborated testimony of an 
accomplice, but that, considering the fact that it is tainted evidence and 
that tho accomplice is giving evidence on a tender of pardon which is 
liable to be revoked, it should be received with caution and may he 
treated as unworthy of credit. He can also inform the jury that as a 
doctrine of expediency and prudence, Judges in India and England 
have laid down that it is always unsafe to convict an accused on 
the uncorroborated testimony of an approver alone . 24 See also tho 

the deceased, still it is open to them to convict, not under S. 302, Penal Code, 
but merely under S. 301 or even under S. 320 or S. 325, if necessary intention 
or knowledge is not established.) 

(’80) 5 Cal 871 (S73), Government of Bengal v. Mahaddi . 

(’95) 20 Bom 215 (217, 225), Queen-Empress v. Dcvji Govindji. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 334 (334), Queen-Empress v. Pandukal Pa til. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1059 (1000):53 Cal 599:27 Cr.L.J. 1314, TorapAlix. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (42S):13 Cr. L. J. 739 (741) : 37 Mad 236, In re Adabala 
Muthhjalu. 

[See (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 321 (322) : 23 Cr.L.J. 47, Emperor v. Bhimlal Chamar. 
(Omission to direct is immaterial where offence was either murder or nothing 
at all.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Hag 295 (296) : 31 Cr.L.J. 557,NarayanSmghx.Empcror. (Jury 
can convict for a minor offence without any separate charge for such offence.)] 

23. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 400 (461) : 28 Cri L Jour 278, St. Moss v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 980 (986) : 21 Cr.L.J. 802, Sun/akanta Bhattacharya v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 666 (GGS) : 52 Cal 223 : 26 Cri L Jour 1155, Salya Gharan v. 

Emperor. 

(1900) 27 Cal 144 (152, 154), Queen-Empress v. Dcodliar Singh. 

(’03) 26 Mad 1 (G, 7, 13) : 2 Weir 521, Emperor v. Edward William Smithcr. 

[, See (’23) AIR 1923 Lab 345 (34G): 24 Cr.L. J. 618, Jchanav. Emperor. (Witness 
deposing that he only helped the accused in disposing of the body of the deceased 
after he was killed by the accused — Held witness was not an accomplice.)] 

24. (’40) 1940 Mad W N 940 (943) : (1940) 2 M L J 46S : 52 M L W 492, In re 
Kcsava Bccldi. (Evidence of approver not corroborated in material particulars — 
Jury not told that such testimony must be corroborated — Conviction cannot bo 
sustained.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 209 (210) : 1937 ELR 110 : 3S Cr. L. J. 785, Ega Aung Pc 
v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 162 (166) : 38 Cr. L. J. SOS : 31 S L R S2, Ehadim v. Emperor. 
(Where tho Judge directs the jury to rely upon the evidence of the approver only 
if after considering tho other evidence on the record, there is sufficient material 
to corroborate his evidence and to satisfy them that they can rely upon his 
evidence as the basis of their verdict, there is no misdirection.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 103 (107) : 31 Nag L R (Sup) 215 : 37 Cri L Jour 607, James 
Dowdall v. Emperor. (Whore the Judge has warned the jury about the danger 
of convicting on the uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice in clear and 
unequivocal terms, it cannot be held that there was any error in his charge to- 
the jury.) 

(’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 999 (1002) : 164 I. C. 779 (EB) (Cal), Moli Lai Bog v. Emperor. 
(Case which was tried before a Special Tribunal who were judges of fact and law.) 
(1908) 2 K B 680 (682, 083) : 77 L J K B 1043 : 99 L T 620 : 72 J. P. 391 : 21 Cox 
C C 693 : 52 S J 699, Bex v. Tate. (When a person is convicted on the uncor- 
roborated evidence of an accomplice the Court of appeal may quash the conviction 
if the trial Judge omitted to caution the jury against convicting on such evidence.) 
(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr SO (83, 86, 87) : BengLRSup Vol459, Queen v.Elahec Buksh. 
(’78) 1 Mad 394 (395) : 2 Weir 799, Beg. v. Bamaswami. (If the jury, however, 
credits the evidence of accomplice a conviction proceeding upon it is not illegal.) 
(’90) 14 Bom 331 (336), Queen-Empress v. Chagan. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 630 (631):8 Pat 235 : 30 Cr.L.J. 137, Battan Dhanukx. Emperor. 
(’68) 4 Mad H C R App vii (vii, viii) : 2 Weir 798. 
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undermentioned cases . 25 


(’14) AIR 1914 Bom 305 (311) : 14 Cri L Jour 625 (630) : 38 Bom 156, Gangapa 
Kardepa v. Emperor. 

(1863) 2 Weir 796 (797, 798), In re Palavasam. 

25. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 464 (464) : 39 Cri L Jour 580, In rc KaUi Eoravan. 
(Accused charged with theft — Only evidence against accused being of a person 
receiving stolen property — Judge while charging jury not pointing out unsafety 
of relying on such evidence, with sufficient force — This amounts to misdirection.) 
(’36) AIR 1936 All 337 (353, 354) : 37 Cri L Jour 794 : 58 All 695, Emperor v. 
Mathuri. (An accused person should not be convicted solely upon the evidence 
of an approver.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 377 (377) : 48 All 409 : 27 Cr. L. J. 746, Kahua v. Emperor. 
(’87) 9 All 528 (554, 555) : 18S7AWN156 , Queen-Empress v. Gobardhan. (Advice 
to jury not to act on the uncorroborated evidence of an accomplice is not a direc- 
tion on law.) 

(’67) 3 Bom H C R Cr 57 (58), Reg. v. Imam. 

(’69) 6 Bom H C R Cr 57 (58, 59), Reg. v. Gann. (Simply telling the jury that it 
is unusual to convict on uncorroborated testimony of accomplice is not enough.) 
(’90) 14 Romll5 (119, 143), Quccn-Emprcssx. Magan Lall. (A Judge who combines 
functions of Judge and jury is equally bound to scrutinise accomplice’s evidence.) 
(’89) 1889 Rat 466 (466), Queen-Empress v. Rama. (Omission of such a direction 
is an error in law.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 750 (752), Queen-Empress v. Bhagija. 

(’96) 1896 Rat 848 (848, 849), Queen-Empress v. Dhondi. 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 431 (432), Emperor v. Kostal IChan. 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 17 (17), Queen v. Khotub Sheikh. 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 44 (45), Queen v. Karoo. (Judge- telling the jury that it was 
for them to consider whether the evidence of the accomplice was strongly corro- 
borated — Held, this was a misdirection.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 91 (91), Queen v. Ashruff AH Sheik. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 19 (25), Queen v. Nawdbjan. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 17 (17), Queen v. Bykuntnath Bancrjce. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 37 (38) : 6 Beng L R App 108, Queen v. Mahbna Chandra. 
(’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 45 (45), Queen v. Nidhccram. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 16 (20, 21) : 10 Beng L R 455 n, Queen v. Mohcsh Bisivas. 
(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 43 (43), Queen v. Luchmcc Pcrshad. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 48 (48), Queen v. Koa. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 68 (09), Queen v. Udhan Bind. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 19 (20, 21), Queen v. Ramsodoy. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 69 (70, 71), Queen v. Sadhu Mundul. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 55 (56), Queen v. Chando Chandalinee. 

(’75) 25 Suth W R Cr 43 (43), Queen v. Baijoo Chowdhuri. 

(’90) 17 Cal 642 (667), Queen-Empress v. O'Hara. 

(’94) 21 Cal 328 (336), Ishan Chandra v. Queen-Empress. 

(’96) 23 Cal 361 (366), Alimuddin v. Queen-Empress. 

(’02) 29 Cal 782 (787) : 6 G W N 553, Jamiruddi Masalli v. Emperor. (Nature of 
corroborative evidence — It must be confirmatory of some of the leading circum- 
stances of the story of the approver as against the particular prisoner.) 

(’98) 2 Cal W N 55 (56), Jogendranath Bhaiumik v. Sangapgaro. 

(’98) 2 Cal W N 672 (674), Rajoni Kant Bose-v. Asan MullicJc. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 73 (74) : 15 Cri L Jour 438, Muncssar Ahir v. Emperor. 
(Corroboration should be in material particular pointing not only to the crime 
but to the participation of the aeoused in the crime.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 701 (702, 703) : 51 Cal 160 : 25 Cri L Jour 1000, Emperor v. 
J amaldi Fakir. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 161 (163) : 26 Cr. L. J. 307, Harendra Nath v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (60) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cr.L.J. 435, Rebati Mohanv. Emperor. 
(But the Judge must not tell the jury that such or such witness does in fact 
corroborate the witness.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 822 (824) : 31 Cr. L. J. 809, Emperor v. Mathews. (Evidence 
of accomplice stands on the same footing as any other evidence.) 

'(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 295 (296) : 33 Cri L Jour 477, Golam Asphia v. Emperor. 
(Accomplice includes one who poses as an accomplice.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 114 (116) : 35 Cr.L.J. 551, Shibadas Daw v. Emperor. (Judge 
sitting without a jury — Same rule applies.) . ' 1 
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Section 297 He must also tell the jury that the corroboration of the approver’s 

Note 9 evidence “must be independent testimony which affects the accused by 

connecting or tending to connect him with the crime; in other words, 
it must be evidence 'which implicates him, that is, which confirms 


(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 1G : 1902 P L R No. 57, Wazir Khan v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 5 (5) : 9 I. C. 39 (Lah), Hira v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 182 (182) : 13 I. C. 998 (Lah), Lad Khan v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 1G (21) : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr : 1G Cr.L.J. 354, Balmokand ' 
v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 1 (22) : 3 Lah 144 : 23 Cr.L.J. 513, Narain Das v. Emperor. 
(Confession by one of the accused cannot be used to corroborate the accomplice 
witnesses.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 357 (358) : 23 Cr. L. J. 734, Tota Singh v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 481 (482) : 25 Cri L Jour 979, Khushi Md. v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 432 (434) : G Lah 183 : 2G Cr. L J. 1238, Bahawala v. Emperor. 
(’89) 12 Mad 19G (197) : 2 Weir 519, Empress v. Arumuga. 

(’02) 25 Mad 143 (147) : 2 Weir 800, Emperor v. Mohiuddin. 

(’03) 2 Weir 803 (80G, '813, 814) : 14 M L J 226 : 27 Mad 271, In rc Bamaswamy 
Qoundan. 

(’G3) 2 Weir 796 (797, 798), In rc Palavasam. 

(’91) 1 Mad L Jour 397 (403, 404) (EB), Queen-Empress v. ICunjan Mcnon. 
(Corroboration need not extend to every part of accomplice’s statement.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 150 (158) : 9 Ind Cas 897 (Mad), In rc Vasa Bao. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 170 (174) : 9 Ind Cas 978 (Mad), In rcTalariNarainastuamy. 

(Evidence of accomplice should not be accepted except for special reasons.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 240 (240): 10 Ind Cas 284 (Mad), Nanjigadu v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 305 (314, 315) : 14 I. C. 849 : 35 Mad 247, Emperor x.Nilakania. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 352 (357, 3GG, 372, 381, 397, 404) : 35 Mad 397 : 14 I. C. 89G 
(FB), Muthjikumaraswami v. Emperor. (The Judge should also tell the jury 
at the same time that if they believe such evidence they should convict.) 

(’91) 4 C P L R Cr 1 (G), Empress v. Tantia Bhil. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Nag 39 (41) : 17 Nag LR 113 : 23 Cr.L.J. G73 ,Govindax. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 71 (74, 75) : 4 I. G. 884 : 12 Oudh Cas 418 ,IIubbax. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 207 (208) : 29 Cri L Jour 311, Mani Bam v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 321 (32G): 30 Cr. L. J. 922, Laic x. Emperor. (Corroborative 
evidence need not be direct.) 

(’26) AIR 192G Pat 232 (235) : 5PatG3 : 27Cr.L. J. 484, JagwaDlianukx. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 513(515) :9PatG0G : 32 Cr.L.J. 72, Bam Sarup Singhx. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 105 (109, 110) : 32 Cri L Jour 383, Kailasli Misscr x. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 9G (100) : 34 Cri L Jour 421, Baghunath Pandc v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 500 (502, 503), Emperor v. Wajid Shcihh. (It is pointed out 
in this case that head-note to 33 Cri L Jour 19 is misleading.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 424 (42G) : 14 I. C. 9G8 : 1 Upp Bur Rul9G, Ah Tatx. Emperor. 

(Especially in excise case corroboration is necessary.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 132 (137) : 91. C. 778 : G L. B. R. 4, NgaPoChitx. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 173 (174) : IRangGOD : 25 Cr.L.J. 3Sl,Maung Lay x.-Empcror. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 105 (108) : 19 Sind L R 183 : 25 Cri L Jour 1057, Faizullah 
v. Emperor. 

(’26) 27 Cr. L. J. 1011 (1012, 1013) : 96 I. C. 867 (Cal), Timed Sheikhx. Emperor. 
(’76) 1 Bom 475 (47G), Beg v. Badliu. (Confessions of co-prisoners cannot be 
accepted as corroborative evidence.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 28G (289) : 10 Ind Cas 582 : 38 Cal 559 (FB), Emperor x.Eoni 
Gopal. (There must be corroboration not only as to crime but as to the identity 
of each one of the accused and it must proceed from an untainted source.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 172 (176) : 6 Luck 668 : 32 Cri L Jour 860, Bhuncshwari 
Pcrshad v. Emperor. (Evidence of a spy or a detective.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 537 (539) : 12 Ind Cas 513 (Oudh), Makbul Ahmadx. Emperor. 
(Corroboration required is not the corroboration of the narrative of the offence 
committed but must be as to the identity of the accused.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 651 (653) : 36 Cri L Jour 70, Kashim AH v. Emperor. (Saying 
that statements of two accomplices might be used to corroborate each other if 
independent was held to be misdirection.) 

[Nee (’03) 27 Bom 626 (635) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Waman Sliivram. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 720 (721), Queen- Empress v. Mahadhu.'j 
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in some material particular, not only the evidence that the crime has 
been committed but also that the prisoner committed it.” 20 See also 
the undermentioned cases. 27 

( G) Confessions of prisoner . — The question as to the admissibility 
of a confession with reference to its being voluntary or otherwise is one 
for the Judge to decide and he cannot leave it to the jury. 2 " 8 See also 
Note 4 to S. 299. 

The Judge should instruct the jury that a confession of an accused 
is legally sufficient to convict him, without any other corroborative 
evidence. 28 In eases, where the confession has been retracted, the jury 
should be advised as to the weight to be given to the same; (some 
decisions 29 lay down that without independent corroboration, retracted 


26. ('37) AIR 1937 Sind 162 (167) : 38 Cr.L. J. 80S : 31 S L R 82, Ehadim v. Emperor . 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 7 (9) : 62 Cal 527 : 36 Cr. L. J. 796, Nur Ahmad v. Emperor . 

[Sea observations in (1916) 2 K B 658 (667) : 86 L J K B 28 : 115 L T 453 : *80 
J P 446 : 25 Cos C C 524 : 60 S J 696, Reg. v. Baskcrville.] 

27. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 269 (272) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1018, SanyashiOain v. Emperor. 
(Judge assuming the statement of approver that he intentionally refrained from 
identifying the accused to be true and directing jury accordingly, while it is for 
the jury to decide what construction they should put on the apparent failure of 
approver to identify — This is misdirection.) 

(’86) 8 All 509 (513) : 1886 All W N 176, Quecn-Emprcss v. Baldeo. 

(’96) 1896 Rat 840 (841), Queen-Empress v. Genu Gopal. 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 19 (23, 26), Queen v. Naivab Jan. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 57 (5S, 61), Queen v. Jaffir Ali. 

(’84) 10 Cal 970 (973), Queen-Empress v. Bcpin Biswas. 

(’01) 28 Cal 339 (343) : 5 Cal W N 517, Kamala Prasad v. Siial Prasad. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 872 (874) : 52 Cal 595 : 26 Cri L Jour 1037, Lcdu Molla v. 
Emperor. (It is not necessary that every single statement of the approver should 
be corroborated.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 481 (485) : 32 Cri L Jour 33, Hachuni Khan v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 666 (667) : 25 Cri L Jour 520, Emperor v. Darya Singh. 
(Statement of one approver can be regarded as corroborating that made by another 
approver.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 727 (728) : 25 Cri L Jour 1347, Hazara Singh v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Nag 172 (173) : 23 Cri L Jour 391, Kisan v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 215 (216) : 23 Cri L Jour 158, Lala v. Emperor. 

, (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (59) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cri L Jour 435, Rebati Mohan v. 

Emperor. (Judge must tell the jury that such and such evidence corroborates 
the approver.) 

27a. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 227 (229) : 37 Cri L Jour 676 : 63 Cal 1089, Bhakta 
Bhusan v. Emperor. (Where a Judge directs the jury to decide whether certain 
confessions are admissible in evidence or not he commits an error in law. But 
unless there is consequent failure of justice the trial is not vitiated.) 

(’34) AIR 1934, Cal 717 (718) : 36 Cri L Jour 135, Ramlal Ghose v. Emperor. (Not 
to state whether confession was voluntary or not is to commit error of law.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 651 (652) : 36 Cri L Jour 70, Kashim Ali v. Emperor. 

28. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Greedhary Munjee. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 633 (635) : 57 Cal 488, Emperor v. Kutnb Bux. (This is so 
even where the confession has been retracted, provided the jury believe that the 
confession contains the true account of prisoner’s connexion with the crime.) 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Wuzir Mundal. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 33 (35), Queen v. Ramchurn Ghose. 

29. (’86) 2 Weir 507 (508), In re Gholakel. 

(’93) 2 Weir 510 (511, 513), In re Chinna Chengadu. (This is a general and not 
an absolute rule — The question in such a case is whether the withdrawal of the 
confession raises doubt as to the truth of the confession.) 

(’91) 2 Weir 509 (509), In re Sohkan. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 257 (258) : 11 Lah 106 : 30 Cri L Jour 1046, Arjun Singh v. 
Emperor. (Retraction in this case though very prompt and early, confession was 
acted upon as there was corroboration.) 
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•Section 297 confessions should not be acted upon; others 30 hold that there is no 

Note 9 such absolute rule of law and that a conviction can be based upon it 

if the reasons for its retraction appear on the face to be false). See also 
the undermentioned cases. 300 

(D) Confessions of co-accused. — The Judge should tell the jury 
that a statement of an accused person which does not amount to a 
confession cannot he considered at all as evidence against a co-accused; 31 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 597 (599) : 30 Cri L Jour 640, Ml. Mir an v. Emperor. 

{’21) AIR 1921 Pat 337 (338) : 22 Cri L Jour 200, Maksud Ali v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 212 (213) : 8 Pat 202 : 30 Cr. L. J. 716, Shco Narain Singh 
v. Emperor. (If however the tribunal comes to the conclusion that the confession 
as a whole is a truthful statement it can act upon the confession.) 

<’34) AIR 1934 Cal 651 (653) : 36 Cri L Jour 70, Kashim Ali v. Emperor. 

(’86) 10 Mac! 295 (309, 310), Queen-Empress v. Rangi. 

(’96) 18 All 78 (81) : 1895 A W N 227, Quccn-Emprcss v. Maltabir. 

(’78) 2 Cal L R 132 (133), In re Sofiruddin. 

30. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad S37 (839) : 53 Mad 160 : 31 Cr. L. J. 768, Ecsava Pillai 
v. Emperor. 

(’93) 2 Weir 510 (511, 512), In rc Chinna Ghcngadu. (10 Mad 295, explained.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 381 (382) : 30 Cr. L. J. 967, Nawab v. Emperor. (Retracted 
confession though not found to be true in certain parts is sufficient for conviction.) 
(’98) 23 Bom 316 (317, 318), Queen v. Gangia. 

(’95) 19 Bom 728 (730), Quccn-Emprcss v. Ghari/a. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 253 (254) : 31 Cri L Jour 753, Sanwal Das v. Emperor. 
(Extra judicial confession retracted.) 

{’98) 21 Mad 83 (88), Public Prosecutor v. Raman. (But the weight to he attached 
to such confessions depends upon circumstances.) 

{’21) AIR 1921 Sind 129 (130) : 25 Cr. L. J. 574 : 16 Sind L R 67, Maliamud v. 
Emperor. (Question of corroboration is renlly beside the matter— The Judge has 
only to decide whether the confession tendered in evidence has been voluntarily 
made.) 

■See also S. 164 Koto 18. 

30a. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 699 (700), In rc Rangaru Rcddi. (Confession — Mere 
fact that accused has given wrong description of way in which he killed deceased 
is no ground for acquitting him.) 

'(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 541 (545) : 41 Cri L Jour 472, Emperor v. date TJraon. (Court 
is not bound to accept whole confession — It can accept part of it found to he true 
and reject rest as false — Obiter.) 

{’36) 37 Cri L Jour 976 (976) : 164 Ind Cas 721 (Cal), Daud Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(It is no good telling the jury first that the accused has mnde n confession and 
then sending them out of Court while the question is discussed whether the con- 
fession ought to be admitted or not.) 

•(’86) 1886 Rat 242 (243, 244), Quccn-Emprcss v. Bhagi. (Retracted confession — 
Judge should satisfy himself as to falsity of any allegations as to improper pres- 
sure by police and should use every reasonable effort to ascertain to what extent 
details of confession are corroborated.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 853 (S57) : 62 Cal 312 : 36 Cri L Jour 485, Kasimuddin v. 
Emperor. (Even after a confession is once admitted in evidence,' the Judge can 
withdraw it from the jury where ho finds on the subsequent evidence that it is 
inadmissible.) 

31. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 116 (119) : 25 Cri L Jour 761, Topan Das v. Emperor. 
;(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 139 (141):57 Cal 801:31 Cr. L. J. 610, Bikram Aliv. Emperor. 

(Confession inoved by a reply of a witness to a leading question — Judge should 
tell the jury as to how such evidence should be treated and what weight should 
be attached to it.) 

■(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 416 (417): 29 Cri L Jour 527, Bhadrcsivar Sardar v. Emperor. 
(If the statement of the accused merely amounts to admission, it cannot be used 
against the co-accused.) 

'(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 926 (927) : 26 Cri L Jour 1279, Abdul Rahim v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 517 (519):50 Cal 318:25 Cr. L. J. 467, Md. Yunus v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 9S0 (986) : 21 Cr. L. J. 802, Surya Kanta v. Emperor. (Each 
• accused throwing blame on another; jury told that statement, of one accused may 
be taken for what it is worth against the co-accused — Held, this was a mis- 
direction.) 
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that a confession of a co-accused may, under S. 30 of the Evidence 
Act, be considered against a co-accused, but such confession, -without 
corroboration -will be insufficient to sustain a conviction of the co- 
accused 32 and a retracted confession of a co-accused is practically 
useless and that without the fullest corroboration by untainted evidence, 
there can be no conviction. 83 He should also point out that the 
evidence given by a prisoner jointly charged with others, after he is 


18) AIR 1918 Cal88(90):45 Cal 557:19 Cr. L, J. 305, Amiruddin Ahmed v. Empcrgr, 
(’81) 6 Cal 279 (282, 283) : 7 C L R 385, Noor Bux Easi v. Empress. 

(’SO) 2 All 444 (446), Empress of India v. Qanaraj. 

(’73) 10 Bom HCE 497 (500, 501), Beg. v. Amrita Govinda. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 72 (72), Queen v. Bliekoo' Singh. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 144 (147) : 10 C W N 153, Surendranath Mitra v. Emperor. 

(Failure to -warn the jury is a material error.) 

(’69) 6 BomHC R 10 (11, 12), Beg, v. Sheikh Miya. (One of the accused acknow- 
ledged his presence at the scene of occurrence and declared that the co-accused 
was the instigator of, and principal actor in the commission of offence — Held, 
juryought to havebeen told that thestatement was no evidence against co-accused.) 

32. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 230 (233):1940 NL J 210 (215):41 Cri L Jour 553, Maroti 
Jago v. Emperor. 

(’40) 52 Mad L W 420 (426, 427), In re Bami Bcddi. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pesh 11 (12) : 35 Cri L Jour 719, Nizam Din v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 853 (858):36 Cr.L.J. 485: 62 Cal 312, Kasimuddin v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 275 (279) : 8 Pat 289 : 30 Cri L Jour 675, Eunja Subudhi v. 
Emperor. (Confession to be of any value must implicate the maker of it to the 
same extent as it implicates the co-accused.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 308 (309) : 1 Ind Cas 547 (Mad), Euppan v. Emperor. 

(’96) 2 Weir 745 (745) : 19 Mad 4S2, Queen-Empress v. Baru Nayar. (Confession 
need not have been made in the presence of the co-accused.) 

(’86) 2 Weir 742 (744), In re Alagappan Bali. 

(’83) 2 Weir 741 (742), In re Ealiyappa Goundan. 

(’76) 1 Mad 163 (164) : 2 Weir 740, Beg v. Ambigara Hulagu. 

(’73) 7 Mad H C R App xv (xv). 

(’84) 10 Cal 970 (974, 975), Quccn-Emprcss v. Bepin Biswas. (Confession in absence 
of co-accused — Jury should be cautioned not to attach any weight at all to such 
confession except as against the maker of it.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 436 (439), Queen-Empress v. Jhinavali. (Such confession is evi- 
dence of the weakest kind.) 

(’98) 2 Cal W N 749 (750), Manki Tcwari v. Amir Hossein. 

(’79) 4 Cal 483 (490) : 3 G L R 270 (FB), Empress v. Ashoolosh Chuckerbulty. 

(Sufficiency of corroborative evidence depends upon circumstances of each case.) 
(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 24 (24, 25), Queen v. Naga. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 69 (71), Queen v. Sadhu M undid. 

(’95-1900) 1895-1900 Low Bur Rul 368 (368, 369), Nga Tlia Nyan v. Queen-Empress. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 404 (405) : 33 Mad 46 : 1 1 C 867, In re Giddigadu. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 67 (67) : 10 Beng L R 453, Queen v. Belat Ali. (Confession 
to be of any value must implicate the maker to the same extent as it implicates 
the co-accused.) 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 16 (23, 25) : 10 Beng L R 455 n, Queen v. Mohesh Biswas. 
(Confession can be considered so far only as that particular statement of fact 
itself extends.) 

33. (’01) 28 Cal 689 (690, 691) : 5 C W N 670, Yasin v. Eing-Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 406 (407) : 26 Cri L Jour 360 ,Moyez Sardar v. Emperor. 
f'26) AIR 1926 Cal 374 (375) : 26 Cri L Jour 1146, In re Ibrahim. 

.(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 6 (8) : 34 Cri L Jour 23, Eashem Ali v. Emperor. (Jury must 
be directed as to the circumstances under which retracted confession of co-ac- 
cused can be acted upon — Omission amounts to serious non-direction.) 

•(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 538 (539) : 7 Ind Cas 915 (Cal), Harendra Pal v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 966 (967) : 47 Cal 46 : 21 Cr. L. J. 775, Eemanta Eumar v. 
Emperor. (Judge must advice the jury as to the attitude to betaken by it towards 
retracted confessions against co-accused.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 853 (858) : 36 Cr. L. J. 485 : 62 Cal 312, Easimuddin v. 
Emperor. 
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Section 297 convicted and sentenced, as a witness in a subsequent trial of his 
Note 9 co-prisoners stands on a different footing and can be good corroborative 
evidence of an accomplice. 31 

(E) Presumption arising out of recent possession of stolen 
property . — It is a misdirection to ask the jury to make a positive 
presumption of guilt from mere possession of stolen property after 
theft. Such a presumption may be made, but it is a matter for the jury 
if they will make it or not. 33 See the undermentioned cases 30 where the 
proper mode of charging in such a case is laid down. The jury should 
be told that the question whether the possession of the article was recent 
enough to attract' the presumption of law under S. 114, Illustration (a) 
of the Evidence Act, is a matter to be decided by them from all the 
circumstances of the case. 37 

(F) Circumstantial evidence. — In cases where there is only 
circumstantial evidence against the accused, the Judge should direct 
the jury to find (i) whether the circumstances from which an adverse 
inference is sought to be drawn against the accused have been proved 

34 . (’92) 2 Weir 520 (520, 521), In rc Marudaimuthu Kavirayan. 

35 . (’36) AIR 1936 Cel 796 (800) : 37 Cri L Jour 701 : 62 Cal 956, Ishiahar 
lihondlcar v. Emperor. (11 Or App Rep 45, Followed.) 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 320 (321), Arumuga Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal GOO (667, 668) : 52 Cal 223 : 26 Cri L Jour 1155, Salya 
Charan v. Emperor. 

36. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (195): 38 Cr. L. J. 129, Rajcndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Case under Ss. 411 and 414, Penal Code — Presumption under S. 114, Evidence 
Act, not arising — Judge must tell jury that there is no evidence of guilty know- 
ledge — Omission to so direct amounts to serious error vitiating trial.) 

(’36) 1936 OWN 1S7 (190), Bchari v. Emperor. (Wrong statement of the law— 
Judge asking jury to presume that accused put stolen property deliberately in a 
certain place.) 

(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 976 (977):164 I. C. 721(Cnl),DawZ Sheilch v. Emperor. (Judg- 
ment of Lord Reading in the ease of Isaac Scheme and Jacob Abramovitcli, 
11 Cr App Rep 45, Relied on.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 617 (617) : 33 Cri L Jour 40, Bhutanath Mondal v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1241 (1242) : 53 Cal 157 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1582, Kabatulla v. 
Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 342 (343) : 21 Cri L Jour 545, Eathim Mondal v. Emperor. 
(’84) 2 Weir 489 (492), In rc Puthcnvittil. (Property found five years after the theft 
in possession of accused — Judge ought to have drawn attention of the jury to 
this lapse of time.) 

(’99) 2 Weir 515 (516), In rc Mammadi. (Charge should make reference to the 
lapse of time between dacoity and finding of property.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 577 (57S), Mayandi Thcvan v. Emperor. (Judge must draw 
attention of the jury to the time elapsed between theft and finding of property.) 
(’82) 1882 Rat 184 (184,185), Empress v. Mnlhari. (In order to raise the presump. 

• tion the possession of the stolen property should be exclusive as well ns recent.) 
(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 3 (3, 4), Queen v. Narain Bagdce. (Direction to convict if' 
accused .failed to explain his possession satisfactorily — Held there was .no mis- 
direction.) . , • 

(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 16 (17), Queen v.Jctoo. (Considerable lapse of time between 
date of theft and finding of property — No presumption should be drawn.) 

(’95) 2 Weir 493 (493), In rc Muppidi Krishnamoorthy.. (Direction that the 
jury should convict the prisoner if they believed that the prisoner had shown 
•the stolen property to the police is open to exception.) 

37. (’29) 30 Cr. L. J. 542 (543) : 115 I. C. 831 (Mad), In rc Muthu Vira Yclan. • 
(’03) 26. Mad 467 (468) : 2 Weir 517, Guzzala Hanuman v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 1'4 0 (140, 141) : 13 I. C, 828 (Mad), -In re Gorle Zandungadu. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 187 (188) ; 4 Ind Cas 1103 (Mad), In rc Manjunnath. ■ 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 862 (863), Aziz Khan v. Emperor. , , 
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beyond all reasonable doubt and those circumstances are clearly 
connected with the fact sought to be inferred therefrom and (ii) whether 
the circumstances are incompatible with the innocence of the accused 
and incapable of an explanation upon any other reasonable hypothesis 
than that of his guilt. 38 A theoretical discourse on what is circum- 
stantial evidence couched in a language which would be unintelligible 
to the jury is quite worthless. 38 * 1 The Judge should tell the jury that 
testimony of eye-witnesses is not necessary to the establishment of a 
charge of murder and, if from the circumstances of the case they had 
no doubt as to the guilt' of the accused, they must give effect to that 
decision. 39 In a case depending on circumstantial evidence the question 
of motive is of great importance and it is the duty of the Judge to 
lay emphasis in his charge to the jury on the absence of motive which 
is a circumstance in favour of the accused. 40 
See also the undermentioned case. 41 

( G) Inferences to be drawn from non-examination of witnesses . 
— The jury ought to be told that no adverse inference can be drawn 
against the accused from his non-examination of witnesses. 42 But the 
inference to be drawn from the non-examination of prosecution 
witnesses is a matter to be considered with reference to the circum- 
stances of each particular case; and the Judge should direct the jury 
to consider the question in the light of the circumstances and facts of 
each case. 43 Thus, where it is proved that the prosecution had material 
witnesses who could have given relevant evidence and that they had 

38. (AO) AIR 1940 Mad 1 (3, 4) : 41 Cri L Jour 369, In rc Kanakasdbai Pillai. 
(Case tried with assessors.) 

(’40) 44 C W N 840 (843), Muzaffar Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (215, 216) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28 : ILR (1940) Kar 249, Sheica 
Earn Jcthanand v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 458 (459) : 3SCr. L. J. 966, Md. Shari ff Khanv. Emperor, 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 11 (13) : 32 Cri L Jour 418, Jahura Bibi v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 551 (552) : 30 Cri L Jour 120, hi. D. Sagiruddin v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (318) : 19 Cri L Jour 81, Ashraf Ali v. Emperor. 

. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 124 (126) : 60 Cal 1339 : 35 Cr. L. J. 567, ManarAliv. Emperor'. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 370 (374) : 58 Cal 96 : 32 Cri L Jour 10, Government of Bengal 
v. Santi Ram Mondal. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 94 (96) : 35 Cri L Jour 476, Nawab Khan v. Emperor. 

(’03) 8 Cal W N 278 (286) : 1 Cri L Jour 124 (PB), Hurjee Mull v. Imam Ali. 
[See (’26) 30 Cal W N 376 (379) : 27 Cri L Jour 1254 : 98 Ind Cas 102, Arajali 
v. Emperor.'] 

38a. (’40) 44 Cal W N 840 (843), Mujjaffar Sheikh v. Emperor, 

39. (’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 36 (36), Queen v. Golcool Kahar. 

[See (’37) AIR 1937 P C 179 (180) : 64 I A 134 : 38 Cr.L. J. 573 : ILR (1937) Lah 
371 : 31 S L R 300 (PC), Mangal Singh v. Emperor .] 

40. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 561 (563) : 71 C L J 597 (600), Upendra Nath v. Emperor. 

41. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 756 (757) : 39 Cr. L. J. 182 : ILR (1937) 2 Cal 315, Ekabbar 
Mondal v. Emperor. (In conspiracy cases, the inferences which are to be drawn 
by the jury and which the'jury should be directed to consider with regard to their 
conspiracy verdict must be, even if they are mere inferences, supported by solid 
evidence.) 

42. (’82) 8 Cal 121 (125) : 10 C L R 151, Empress v. Dhunno Kazi. 

(’84) 10 Cal 140 (149) : 13 C L R 358, Hurry Churn v. Empress. 

43. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (581) : 40 Cr. L. J. 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor , 

■ (Held, that Judge should not have invited the jury to assume that the witnesses who 

had not been examined had been gained over.) 
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been deliberately kept back, the Judge should direct the jury to draw 
an adverse inference against the prosecution. 4 * 

(S) Warning in cases arising out of sexual matters The 

Judge should warn the jury that in charges made by a woman in eases 
arising out of sexual matters, it is unsafe to rely solely upon the 
testimony of the woman 43 and also direct the jury as to whether there 
is any evidence corroborating the testimony of the woman . 40 At the 
same time, the Judge should point out to the jury that they are 
entitled to convict the accused upon the uncorroborated testimony of 
the woman, if, after proper scrutiny and considering the warning, they 
are satisfied with the uncorroborated evidence . 47 


44. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 625 (626) : 39 Cr. L. J. 964, Brinchipada v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 1916 Mad 582 (583) : 16 Cr. L. J. 615 (616), In re Kotainadu. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 474 (477) : 59 Cal 1361 : 33 Cr. L. J. 854, Saroj v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 118 (119, 120) : 58 Cal 1335 : 33Cr. L. J. 135, Girish Chandra 
v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 752 (755) : 33 Cr. L. J. 85, Sali Slccilch v. Emperor. (Merely ask- 
ing the jury to give tlieir due consideration to the absence of material witnesses 
is not sufficient direction — Jury must be specifically told what is the presump- 
tion that thoy are entitled to draw.) 

( 30) AIR 1930 Cal 708 (709) : 58 Cal 580 : 32 Cr. L. J. 228, Nababali v. Emperor . 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 481 (484) : 32 Cr. L, J. 33, Hachani Klian v. Emperor. 

( 30) AIR 1930 Cal 134 (135, 136) : 31 Cr. L. J. 918, Nayan Mandat v. Emperor. 

( 26) AIR 1928 Cal 728 (729, 730) : 27 Cr. L. J. 398, Mari Cliaran v. Emperor. 

( 25) AIR 1925 Cal 872 (873): 52 Cal 595: 26Cr.L. J.1037 , Lcdu Mollav. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 517 (519): 50 Cal 318 : 25 Cr. L. J. 467, Md. Yunus v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (317) : 19 Cr. L. J. 81, Asliraf Ali v. Emperor. 

( 16) AIR 1916 Cal 355 (355) : 17 Cr. 3j, J. 92, Abdul Sheik v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 481 (484) : 34 Cr. 3j. J. 828, Emperor v. Kamcstiwar Lai. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 651 (654) : 9 Pat 647 : 31 Cr. L. J. 306, Krishna v. Emperor. 

( 28) AIR 1928 Pat 31 (32) : 7 Pat 50 : 2S Cr. L. J. 843, T ajali Mianv . Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 771 (772,773): 51 Cal 79: 25Cr.L.J. 945, Kianuddi v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 192 (192) : 24 Cr. L. J. 8, Abdul Gafur Khan v. Emperor. 

( 21) AIR 1921 Cal 257 (257) : 22 Cr. L. J. 475, Tcnaram Mondal v. Emperor. 

( 27) AIR 1927 Mad 475 (476, 477) : 2S Cri L Jour 307, In re Muthaya Thevan. 
(No adverse inference should be directed to be drawn unless in evidence it appears 
that no satisfactory reasons for not examining nre forthcoming.) 

(’82) 8 Cal 121 (124, 125) : 10 C L R 151, Empress v. Dhunno. 

45. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 7 (9) : 62 Cal 527 : 36 Cr. L. J. 796, Emperor v. Nur 
Ahmed. (Corroboration necessary.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Cal 391 (392), Tascr Pramanik v. Emperor. 

(’40) AIR 1940 Cal 461 (462) : I L R (1940) 2 Cal ISO : 44 C W N 830 (832), 
Harcndra Prasad v. Emperor. (But see the observations of Sen, J.) 

( 39) AIR 1939 Pat 536 (538) :41Cr.L. J.l : lSVat 898, Sachindcr Baiv. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (661) : 40 Cr. L. J. 101 : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 636, Abdul 
Gafur v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 321 (321, 322) : 39 Cri L Jour 371 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 345, 
Silcandar Mian v. Emperor. (The Judge usually adds a rider to the eflect that 
nevertheless if after proper scrutinising and considering the caution delivered by 
the Judge the jurors are satisfied by the uncorroborated evidence, they may 
accept it.) - 

Loll 1937 Cal 463 (465) : 38 Cr. L. J. 931, Sarat Chandra v. Emperor. 

) 30) AIR 1936 Cal 18 (19, 20) : 37 Cr. L. J. 359, Ghamuddin Sardar v. Emperor. 
>92) ^75(475): 671. C. 827 (827) (hah), Kanshi Ram v. Emperor. 

1933 Cal 833 (834, 835) : 35 Cr. L, J. 508, Surendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Corroboration in material particulars is essential.) 

46. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 18 (20) : 37 Cr.L.J. 359, Chamuddin Sardar v. Emperor. 

47. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 461 (462) : 44 Cal WN 830 (832) : ILR (1940) 2 Cal 180, 
Harendra Prosad v. Emperor. 

[ff). 1936 Cal 18 (19) : 37 Cri L Jour 359, Chamuddin Sardar v. Emperor. 

{ 37) AIR 1937 Cal 321 (322) : 39 Cr. L. J. 371 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 345, Silcandar 
Mian v. Emperor. 
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The failure to warn the jury of the danger of convicting the 
accused on the woman’s evidence amounts to a non-direction which 
vitiates the trial. 48 Where, however, a part of the woman’s evidence, 
which is the crucial part, and which, if believed, establishes the guilt 
of the accused, is corroborated, the failure to give warning cannot be 
said to have affected the verdict of the jury and is, therefore, no ground 
on whieh the conviction should be set aside. 49 

Where a woman is alleged to be of a bad character, the Judge 
should point out to the jury that the alleged bad character is relevant 
only so far as it affects the credit of the woman or supports the 
defence suggestion that the case is not a true one. 50 
See also the undermentioned cases. 51 

(I) Other cases of warning. — The Judge should also warn the 
jury that the evidence of an expert should be approached with 
caution, 62 that suggestions of pleaders do not amount to evidence unless 
they are partly or wholly accepted by the prosecution witnesses, 53 that 
evidence of witnesses taken under S. 164 must be accepted with a great 
deal of caution, 54 that they are not to draw an adverse inference 
against the accused from the fact that they were subjects of a proceeding 
under S. 110 of the Code 65 and that they should be cautious in acting on 
a statement of a witness made before the committing Magistrate but 
denied before the Sessions Judge. 50 

(’87) AIR 1937 Cal 463 (4G5) : 38 Cri L Jonr 931, Sarat Chandra v. Emperor. 

48. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 536 (538): 41 Cr.L. J. 1:18 Pat 698, Sachinder Bai v. Emperor. 
(’3G) APR 1936 Cal 18 (19) : 37 Cri L Jour 359, Chamuddin Sardar v. Emperor. 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 461 (461, 462) : I L R (1940) 2 Cal 180, Harcndra 
Prosad v. Emperor. (Judge warning jury that it was unsafe to convict accused 
on prosecutrix's uncorroborated testimony — Omission to add that if they 
believed prosecutrix they could convict on her sole testimony is not misdirection 
resulting in prejudice to accused.)] 

49. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (661) : I LB (1938) 1 Cal 636 : 40 Cri L Jour 101, 
Abdul Gafur v. Emperor. 

50. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (268) : 38 Cr.Ii.J. 767, Madan Tilakdas v. Emperor. 

51. (’39) AIR 1939 Pat 536 (539) : 18 Pat 698 : 41 Cr. L. J. 1, Sachinder Bai v. 
Emperor. (In case of sexual offences like abduction, Judge should tell jury that 
if girl was immoral it made her story of abduction less probable — Failure to do 
this amounts to misdirection.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 718 (722) : 35 Cr.L.J. 307 : 60 Cal 1457, Sliahebali v. Emperor. 
(Trial for offence under S. 366, Penal Code — Judge telling jury that fact of accused’s 
previous intimacy with the girl was immaterial, amounts to misdirection.) 

52. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 311 (313) : 1 C L J 385, Panchu Mandal v. Emperor. 

[ See also (’36) AIR 1936 P C 289 (299) : 37 Cri L Jour 963 (PC), Sencviralne v. 
The King. (Evidence of medical experts conflicting — Judge should not ask jury 
on matters involving medical knowledge and skill to come to a conclusion for 
themselves.)] 

53. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 375 (377): 33 Cr.L.J, 725, Emperor v. Karimuddi Sheikh, 

54. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 315 (316) : 7 C L J 246, Kali Singh v. Emperor. 

[See (’12) 13 Cr, L. J. 283 (284): 14 I. C. 667 (Cal), Tufani Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(S. 364, Cr. P. C. — Questions eliciting confessional statement — Jury must 
be told that such statement is inadmissible.)] 

55. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 497 (499) : 40 Cri L Jour 877, Moseladdi v. Emperor. 

56. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 364 (365) : 39 Cri L Jour 625, Bam Gobinda v. Emperor. 
(Witness in Sessions Court denying truth of his statement made before com- 
mitting Magistrate — Judge should warn jury to be cautious in acting on such 
statement.) 
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10. Effect of non-observance of this provision — Laying 
down the law. — It has been held in the undernoted eases 1 that the 
failure of the Judge to explain properly the law to the jury is not a 
mere misdirection, but is a failure to comply with an express provision 
of law vitiating .the whole trial; it is a defect which cannot be cured 
by section 537. In other cases, however, it has been held that such an 
omission is not a material misdirection and where the 'offence charged 
is a simple one (like theft) and where the jury have understood fully 
the constituent factors of the offence, an omission to explain the law 
may not of itself justify a reversal of the verdict , 2 though, where such 
an omission to explain the law occasions a failure of justice, the verdict 
will be set aside . 3 

The cases cited below 1 show how it is a question depending on the 
circumstances of each case whether the Judge has failed to lay down 
the law for the guidance of the jury. 

11. Misdirection. — Sub-section (2) of s. 423 provides that the ' 
verdict of a jury cannot be altered or reversed “ unless .... such 
verdict is erroneous owing to a misdirection by the Judge or to a 


Note 10 

1. (’07) 5 Ori L Jour 7S (80) : 30 Mad 44, Atari Yalayan v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 482 (4S3) : 7 Ind Cas 401 (Mad), In rc Surutiai. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 427 (428) : 54 Mad 588 : 32 Cri L Jour 1212, Hainan Koravan 
v. Empcpor. (Charge of dacoily — Judge should point out when theft becomes 
a robbery.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 411 (412, 413) : 25 Cri L Jour 1129, Nawab AH v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 340 (341, 342) : 5 Low Bur Bui 149 : 5 Ind Cas 9S1, Briscoe 
Birch v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 175 (17G) : 35 Cri L Jour 507, Jagan v. Emperor. 

[See (’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 216 (218) : 17 Cri L Jour 154 : S Low Bui Bui 125, 
Eya Nyun v. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : I L R (1939) Bom 618 : 41 Cri L Jour 176, 
Emperor v. Jhina Soma. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 329 (330), In rc Hangar c Hamudii. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh G9 (69) : 25 Gri L Jour 1032, Jinclar Singh v. Emperor. 

[See (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 494 (497) : 25 Cri L Jour 1386, Abdul Gani v. Emperor. 
(Describing common object of unlawful assembly as “disturbing public peace, 
resisting, obstructing and overawing the police by criminal force and of assault- 
ing police” was held not likely to prejudice the accused.)} 

3. (’97) 25 Cal 561 (564), Biru Alandal v. Queen-Empress. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 1121 (1122) : 27 Cri L Jour 1191, Vcnhaligadu v. Emperor. 
(Case of theft — Word ‘dishonestly’ ought to have been explained but not 
explained — Held, there was no miscarriage of justice in this particular case.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1235 (1236) : 2G Cri L Jour 946, Ahcd Fakir x. Emperor. 
(Question of title important in the ease — Direction to ignore title is misdirection 
occasioning failure of justice.) 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 421 (425) : 37 Cri L Jour 1050 (FB), Emperor v. Nga E 
Pc. (Held that failure to explain what was the intention necessary to constitute 
the offence of murder was not, in the circumstances of the case, n misdirection.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 114 (116) : 17 Cri L Jour 49 : S Low Bur Rul 306 (FB), 
Nga Alya v. Emperor. (In performing the duty of laying down the law by which 
the jury are to be guided, it is not incumbent on the Judge to explain a part of 
the law which if they had acted on they would have done wrong — Held in 
circumstances of the case Judge need not explain the distinction between the inten- 
tion necessary to constitute murder and the intention necessary to constitute 

• culpable homicide not amounting to murder.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 216 (218) : 8 Low Bur Rul 125 : 17 Cri L Jour 154, Eya 

' Nyun x. Emperor. (Murder — Charge held defective in law as it did not suffi- 
ciently ask the jury to consider the intention of the accused.) 
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misunderstanding on the part of the jury of the law as laid down by 
him.” There is no definition of the word “misdirection” in the Code. 
Technically, a “misdirection” is an error of law made by a Judge in 
charging a jury , 1 But the expression as used in the Code includes not 
only an error in laying down the law by which the jury are to be 
guided, hut also a defect in summing up the evidence . 2 In Sundarcsci 
Iyer v. Emperor 3 it was observed that a misdirection “includes also 
■a defect in summing up the evidence or in not summing it up, or 
summing it up erroneously which may often prejudice the accused 
more than not summing it up at all. Such error and defect are in all 
oases an infringement of the law’ as laid down in S. 297.” A mere 
non -direction is not necessarily a misdirection; those who allege 
misdirection must show that something wrong was said or something 
was said which would make w'rong that which was left to be understood . 4 

The proper way of viewing a charge by a Judge to the jury has 
been laid down by their Lordships of the Privy Council in Ghanning 
Arnold v. Emperor 5 : 

“A charge to a jury must be read as a whole. If there are salient propositions 
in law in it, these will, of course, be the subject of separate analysis. But in a 
protracted narrative of fact, the determination of which is ultimately left to the 
jury, it must needs be that the view of the Judge may not coincide with the views 
-of others who look upon the whole proceedings in black type. It would, however, 
not be in accordance either with usual or with good practice to treat such cases 
as cases of misdirection, if, upon the general view taken, the case has been fairly 
left within the jury's province. ” 5a 

It is not enough for the purpose of establishing a misdirection to 
show that the Judge might have laid much more stress than he has 

Note 11 

1. Wharton's Law Lexicon. 

2. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 13 (13, 15) : 3 Sind L R 102 : 4 Ind Cas 597, Impcrator 
v. Minhwasayo. (Per Crouch, A. J. C. — Omission in summing up is not “mis- 
direction” unless it be on point of substantial importance.) 

3. (’30) 1930 Mad W N 249 (280). 

4. (’16) AIR 1916 Pat 236(243) : 1 Pat L J 317 : 17 Cri L Jour 353(360), Eknath 
Sahay v. Emperor. 

•(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (783) : 16 Cri L Jour 561 (571) (FB), Emperor v. Upendra 
Nath. (No evidence of grave and sudden provocation— Omission to lay down the 
law as to grave and sudden provocation was held not to amount to misdirection.) 
See also Note 12. 

5. (’14) AIR 1914 P C 116 (124) : 41 Cal 1023 : 8 Low Bur Rui 16 : 15 Cri L Jour 
309 : 41 1 A 149 : 1914 A C 644 : 83 L J P C 299 : 111 L T 324 (PC). 

5a. Sec also (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224) : 1940 N L J 264 (267, 268), Bapurao 
' Maroti v. Emperor. (The principal test to determine the character of the charge 
is to see whether or not the Judge directed the attention of the jury to the 
essential points and the charge read as a whole is sound.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Oudb 337 (340) : 41 Cri L Jour 545, Jag dish Butt v. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (686) : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 187 : 41 Cr. L. J. 59, C. B. 
Plucknett v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (193) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Bajendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Summing up of case to jury after lengthy addresses by counsel — High Court 
should not be too critical in dealing with the summing up.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 757 (758) : 35 Cri L Jour 1487, Eossein Ali v. Emperor. (The 
charge must be taken as a whole, and not selected passages on which criticisms 
might be levelled, to decide whether in-the light of the evidence there has been 
any misdirection or non-direction.) 

See also S. 298 Note 9. 
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laid on the defects in the prosecution case . 0 

The following may he given as instances of misdirection : 

(1) Instead of asking the jury to find if the case has been legally proved, 
to tell them that if they are morally convinced, they may find the 
accused guilty. Ca 

(2) Misreading or misquoting the evidence . 7 It is of the greatest 
importance that whatever the Judge says to the jury must be true, 
and must be a correct representation of facts appearing from the 
evidence . 8 The Judge should not make suggestions which are 
absolutely without foundation on the record . 0 

(3) Grave omissions and vague over-statements . 10 But the omission to 
mention before the jury some small items of corroborative 01- 
discrepant evidence may be comparatively unimportant, particu- 
larly in a case where the jury had been addressed by advocates on 
each side. 10a 

(4) Stressing too much on unimportant points . 11 

(5) Asking the jury to neglect any portion of the evidence 12 or telling 
them that “if juries were to throw up a case on account of 
contradictions and falsehoods, there would be an end to the criminal 
law of the land .” 13 


6. (’2G) AIR 192G Mad 370 (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 17G, In rc Ambalam. (Charge- 
as a whole was distinctly favourable to the accused in this case.) 

[Sec also (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 980 (9S1) : 26 Cr.L.J. 572, Sham Lai v. Emperor .] 
6a. (’2G) AIR 192G All 752 (753) : 28 Cri L Jour 15 : 49 All 209, Enagat Husain 
v. Emperor. 

7. (’30) AIR 1930 All 28 (28) : 52 All 207 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1146, Jagmohan v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 200 (202) : 28 Cri L Jour 201, Isu Shcilch v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 435 (435, 43G) : 24 Cri L Jour 305, Mofczuddinx. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 75G (75G) : 32 Cri L Jour 233, Mokshcd Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 187 (188) : 4 Ind Cas 1103 (Mad), In rc Manjunath. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 271 (271, 272) : 14 Ind Cas 655 (Mad), Vcnkatan v. Emperor. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1036 (1038) : 16 Cr.L.J. 717 (718), In rc Scnnimalai Goundan. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 15S (159) : 23 Cr. L. J. 406, Dasrath Singhx. Emperor. (Judge- 
making a reference to statement not on record.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 946 (947, 948), Doraisxeamy Pillay v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 3G1 (372, 374) : 1 Sind L R 104, Impcrator v. Yilaitali Shah. 

8. (’36) 1936 OWR 187 (189), Behari v. Emperor. (Judge wrongly asserting 
that witnesses who identified the accused in jail committed no mistakes at the- 
time of their identification — Held, it was a serious misdirection.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 259 (259) : 2 Luck 597 : 28 Cri L Jour 683, Nahrumal v„ 
Emperor. (Judge is not justified in stating that there is definite evidence against 
the accused which as a matter of fact is notion record.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 527 (528) : 21 Cri L Jour 670, Abdul Gafur v. Emperor. 

9. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 77 (80): 35 Cri L Jour 483, Eamircddi Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’83) 9 Cal 455 (459) : 11 Cal LR 569 : 5 Shome L R 47, Eoghuni Singh v. Empress. 

10. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (195) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Bajcndra Nathx. Emperor. 
(Omission to tell jury exact point for determination — Charge given in misleading, 
manner — It amounts to misdirection.) 

(’36) 1936 O W N 187 (189), Behari v. Emperor. (Omission to point out that a 
witness had made a mistake at the time of identification of the accused in jail 
by identifying a wrong person — Mistake cannot be rectified by appellate Court.) 
(’95) 1895 Rat 806 (816), Queen-Empress v. Kallappa. 

10a. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (195): 38 Cr. L. J. 129, Bajcndra Nathx. Emperor. 

11. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Gunga Govind. 

12. (’03) 6 Bom L R 31 (33), Emperor y. Mira Gajbar. 

13. (’08) 12 Cal W N cxl (cxli) (PC), Lohu Nona v. The King, (Accomplice’s- 
evidence was discrepant in this case.) 
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(G) Suggesting that the onus o£ proof lies on the accused to show that 
he is innocent 14 or that the onus changes or shifts on the accused . 35 
(7} Telling the jury that in capital cases stronger evidence or higher 
degree of certainty is required than in other cases . 15 

(3) Saying that there is a presumption of veracity in favour of a witness 
as there is the presumption of innocence in favour of the accused . 17 

(9) Submission of inadmissible evidence to jury . 18 If inadmissible 

147 (’39) AIK 1939 Sind 209 (212, 214) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28 : I L B (1940) Kar 249, 
Shcwaram Jcllianand v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIK 1937 Pat 191 (195) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Bajcndra v. Emperor. (Charge 
vitiated throughout by the assumption that accused had to prove their innocence.) 

(’36) AIR 193G P C 169 (170) : 37 Cri L Jour 628 : 1936 A C 338 : 105 L J P C 
79 : 154 L T 620 (PC), Attygallc v. The King. (Judge stating that burden of 
proving certain facts within special knowledge of accused is on nccused — Jury 
likely to think from direction that burden is on accused to prove that no crime 
has been committed — It amounts to misdirection.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 289 (300) : 37 Cr.L.J. 963 (P C), Stephen Scncvirainc v. The King. 

(’36) AIR 193G Cal 73 (79, 80) : 37 Cr. L. J. 394 : 63 Cal 929, Bcnoycndra v. Emperor. 
(Where, the Judge in his charge to the jury, repeatedly draws the jury’s attention 
to the fact that the accused have failed to give any explanation of facts adduced 
in evidence against them, his remarks amount to misdirection. In any case if the 
Judge intends to make such remarks, it is his duty first to give the accused an 
opportunity of explanation by drawing their attention specifically to the evidence 
upon which the Judge relies.) 

(’35) 1935 A C 462 : 104 L.JKB 433 : 51 TLR44G (450) : 25 Cr App Rep 72 : 153 
L T 232 : 79 S. J. 401, Woolmington v. Director of Public Prosecutions. (It is- 
sufficient for accused to raise a doubt as to his guilt; he is not bound to satisfy 
the jury of his innocence.) 

(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 97G (977) : 164 I. C. 721 (Cal), Baud Sheikh v. Emperor. (In- 
cases of receiving stolen property, onus never shifts to the accused. All that the 
accused is required to do is to give an account of his possession and if that account 
may reasonably be true, though nevertheless the jury may not be convinced that 
it is true he must be acquitted because the Crown has failed to satisfy the onus to 
prove his guilty knowledge.) 

(’81) 8 Cal L R 542 (546, 547), Khorshcd v. Empress. 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 576 (581), Sadhu Sheikh v. Empress. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 557 (558) : S Ind Cas 52 (Cal), Asfar Sheikh v. Emperor. (The- 
charge in this case ended with the words 'no evidence adduced for the accused’.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal505 (505, 506): 24 Cr.L.J. 76, Abdul y. Emperor. (Judge directing 
that if the prosecution has supplied better hypothesis than the defence, it must 
be held to have discharged the onus of proof — Held, this was a misdirection.) 

(’81) 8 Cal 121 (124, 125) : 10 Cal L R 151, Empress v. Dhunno Kasi. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 582(583):1G Cr.L.J. 815, In re Kotaigadu. (Murder — Defence not 
bound to explain presence of mammalian blood on a knife found in accused’s house.)- 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 1 (3) : 3 Low Bur Rul 75 (EB), Hla Gyi v. Emperor. 

15. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 666{667):52 Cal 223:2GCr.L.J.1155, Satya Char any. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 342 (343) : 21 Cr. L. J. 545 : 24 Cal W N 619 (621), Hathim 
Mondal v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 411, Penal Code.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 726 (728) : 31 Cri L Jour 909 : 57 Cal 649, Khiro Mondal w. 
Emperor. (Direction that the burden of proving non-voluntary nature of confes- 
sion is on the accused is a misdirection.) 

[ See (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 463 (465) : 38 Cr. L. J. 931, Sarat Chandray. Emperor. 
(Onus of proof in criminal cases never shifts.)] 

16. (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 342 (345) : 49 Cal 167:22 Cr.L.J. 562, Legal Remembrancer, 
Bengal v. Lalit Mohan Singh Boy. 

17. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 769 (770) : 30 Cri L Jour 825, Avibar Ali v. Emperor. 

(’39) 43 C W N 695 (695, 696), Tarkal v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 474 (477, 478) : 59 Cal 1361 : 33 Cr. L. J. 854, Sarojy. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 796 (799) : 33 Cr. L. J. 196 : 58 Cal 1095, Emperor v. Tazcm Ali. 
[ See also (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 551 (552, 553) : 30 Cr. L. J. 120, Md. Sagiruddin 
v. Emperor. (Direction that untrue witness must be believed so far as he deposes- 
to facts spoken to by other witnesses — Misdirection.)] 

18. (’81) 6 Bom 34 (37), Imperalrix .v. Pandarinalh. (Improper submission of 
inadmissible evidence to the consideration of jury — Conviction set aside.) 
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evidence lias crept into the case, it is the duty of the Judge to 
warn the jury to exclude that evidence and caution them against 
being influenced by such evidence . 10 In the undermentioned 
cases 20 the Courts have held that a subsequent exhortation not to 
rely upon the inadmissible evidence is useless, since the mischief 
of introducing inadmissible evidence has been already done. See 
also the undermentioned eases 21 where the offect of admitting 
various kinds of inadmissible evidence has been considered. 


{’31) AIR 1931 Cal G5 166) : 32 Cr L Jour 421, Obedali Sheikh v. Emperor. (Jury 
influenced by the inndmissible evidence referred to in the charge — Conviction 
set aside.) 

{'25) AIR 1925 Cal 161 (1G3, 164): 2G Cr. L. J. 307, Harcndra Nalh v. Emperor. 
(Reference to inadmissible evidence in the charge did not influence the mind of 
jury so as to cause failure of justice there being other sufficient evidence to justify 
the jury’s verdict — Conviction was upheld.) 

{’19) AIR 1919 Cal 514 (518) : 46 Cal 895 : 20 Cri L Jour 324, Romesh Chandra 
v. Emperor. (In this case the jury were warned not to take certain inadmissible 
evidence into consideration, yet it was held that jury’s verdict was influenced by 
it and conviction was set aside.) 
f’69) 3 Ben L R App Cr 43 (43, 44), Queen v. Cfajraj. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 364 (3G5) : 39 Cri L Jour 625, Ram Clobinda v. Emperor. 
.(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 309 (311) : ILR (1937) 2 Cal 308 : 3S Cr. L. J. 10G7, Sahcdali 
Mirdha v. Emperor. (Improper admission of evidence may turn the scale against 
the accused — Retrial ordered.) 

•(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (79) : G3 Cal 929 : 37 Cr. L. J. 394, Bcnoycndra Chandra 
v. Emperor. 

(’69) G Bom H C R Cr 47 (49, 50, 51), Reg. v. Ramaswami il ludaliar. 

{’03) 27 Bom G2G (632) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Waman. 

{’73) 10 Bom H C R 497 (501, 502), Reg. v. Amrita Govinda. 

(’14) AIR 1914 P C 155 (164) : 15 Cr. L. J. 326 (PC), Ibrahim v. King-Emperor. 
{’90) 15 Bom 189 (193), Queen-Empress v. Abaji Ramcliandra. 

{’67) 7 Suth W It Cr 7 (7), Queen v. Bcharcc Dosadh. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 57 (58), Queen v. Ramgopal Dliur. 

(’82) 10 Cal L R 4 (G), Jugut Mohincc v. Madhu Sudhan. 

{’26) AIR 1926 Mad 370 (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 176, In re Ambalam. 

(’18) AIR 191S Pat 201 (209) : 19 Cri L Jour 88G, Rain Bliagiuan v. Emperor. 
(’72) 9 Bom H C R 358 (376, 397), Reg. v. Ravroji Dadabhai. 

19. (’29) 30 Cr.L.J. 57 (58): 113 Ind Cas 73 (Cal), Kailash Chandra v. Emperor. 
{’06) 4 Cri L Jour 412 (414) (Cal), Sheikh Fakir v. Emperor. 

{’26) AIR 1926 Bom 238 (240, 241): 27 Cr.L.J. 481, Eutubuddin Khan v. Emperor. 
{’16) AIR 1916 Mad Sol (852): 16 Cri L Jour 294 (295, 297): 39 Mad 449, Annavi 
Muihiriyan v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 222 (222): 20 Cr.L.J. 790, In re Subba Bcddi. (Omission 
to caution not an important misdirection.)] 

[i See also (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 497 (499) : 40 Cr. L. J. S77, Moscladdi v. Emperor. 
(Jury should bo cautioned against being influenced by evidence of bad character.)] 

20. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 320 (322): 27 Cr.L.J. 263, Kcramat Mandal v. Emperor. 
(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 25 (25), Queen v. Pitambur Sirdar. 

(’03) 27 Bom 626 (631, 633): 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Waman Shivaram. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 514 (518): 46 Cal 895:20 Cr.L.J. 32i, Romesh Chandra v.Empcror . 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 142 (142): 23 Cr.L.J. 141, Madodar Ram v. Emperor. 

21. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 610 (611): 40 Cr.L .T. 880, Mohscna Khaiun v. Emperor. 
(Inadmissible confessions admitted — Held , verdict should be set aside.) 

{’38) AIR 193S Cal 399 (401): 39 Cri L Jour 601, Asabuddin v. Emperor. (Prose- 
cution for forging entry in birth register — Direction to jury that they must reach 
conclusion that entry was false is beside the point — Evidence about real age of 
person about whom entry was made admitted — Jury not satisfied with it, return- 
ing verdict of guilty — There is no misdirection.) 

{’39) 43 C W N 782 (783, 7S4), Sk. Idris v. Emperor. (Two statements made to 
police by complainant — Judge pointing out to jury that second statement could 
be used only for contradicting prosecution witnesses and ho himself making no 
reference to it in elucidating prosecution case — Held, introduction of second 
statement did not amount to reception of inadmissible evidence.) 
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(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 412 (414): 11 C V7 N 51, Sheikh Fakir v. Emperor. (Hearsay.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 342 (345) : 49 Cal 167 : 22 Cr. L. J. 562, Legal Remembrancer, 
Bengal v. Lalit Mohan, (Do.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 106 (106): 24 Cri L Jour 143, Superintendent and Remem- 
brancer of Legal A ffairs v. Shi/am Sunder Bhumij. (Do.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 887 (S89) : 26 Cr. L. J. 606, Sheikh Abdul v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’81) 2 Weir 762 (762), In re Yaithilinga Pillai. (Do.) 

(’OS) 7 Cr.L J. 358 (358) : 18 M L J 250 : 3MLT263 , lure Acchabba Bcori. (Do.) 
(’75) 24 So th W R Cr 77 (78), Queen v. Ghunder Kumar. 

(’S3) 9 Cal 455 (458) : 11 Cal L Rep 569 : 5 Shome L R 47, Roghuni Singh v. 
Empress. (S. 162 statement.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 268 (270, 271):8 Pat 279: 30 Cr.L.J. 858, JhariGopo v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 15S (159):23 Cr.L.J. 406, Dasrath v. Emperor. (S. 162 statement.) 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 244 (245) : 141. 0. 596 (Mad), Yallaya Rotvther v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 189 (190):32 Cr.L.J. S41:5S Cal 1009, Rahi jaddi v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 448 (448) : 31 Cr. L. J. 127, Fulbash Sheikh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 550 (551) : 27 Cr. L. .T. 222, Bhagirathi v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 959 (960, 961) : 26 Cri L Jour 579, Kalia v. Emperor. (S. 162 
statement admitted — Accused not prejudiced — Conviction not liable to be 
set aside.) 

(’67) 8 Sutli W R Cr 68 (69), Queen v. Hurdut Surma. (Irrelevant evidence.) 
(’66) 6 Sutli W R Cr 2 (3), Queen v. Shobrattcc. (Opinion of Judge and jury in a 
former case.) 

(’80) 5 Cal 768 (769) : 6 Cal L R 219, Roshun Dosadh v. Empress. (Evidence as to 
bad character of the accused.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 498 (499) : 4 I. C. 120 (Cal), Kcshab Pal v. Emperor. (Reference 
to previous trial.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 70 (71) : 45 Bom 1086 : 22 Cr. L. J. 318, Dinanath Sundcraji 
v. Emperor. (Confession made under inducement — Evidence apart from confes- 
sion available — Retrial ordered.) 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 96 (96) : 5 Ind Cas 315 (Cal), Hasir AH v. Emperor. (Admission 
by one accused was admitted against the other.) 

(’74) 11 Bom H C R 146 (148), Ren v. Kalu Fatil. (Confession of co-accused.) 

(’16) MR 1910 Cal 352 (352, 353) 1 17 Cr. L. J. 188 (1S9), Emperor v. Aushi Bibi. 

(Confession made to the President of Panchayat under inducement.) 

(’03) 20 Mad 38 (40) : 2 Weir 733, Thandraya Mudaly v. Emperor. (Confession 
made under inducement.) 

(’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 325 (327, 32S) : 31 Mad 127 : 18 M L J 66, In re Sankappa Rai. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 103 (104): 23 Cr.L.J. 91, SumcshwarJhaw Emperor. (Statement 
of the accused to the police.) 

(’81) 6 Cal 247 (248) : 7 CalLR 74 : 3 Shome L R Cr 31, Gogun Ghunder Gliose v. 
Empress. (Judgment not inter partes.) 

(’69) 12 Sutli W R Cr3(5) : 3BengLR App Cr 20, Queen v. Bishonalh. (Evidence 
taken in the absence of accused.) 

'(’6S) 9 Sutli W R Cr 58 (61), Queen v. Karlick Ghunder. (Unproved documents.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 293 (294, 295) : 59 Cal 136 : 32 Cr.L.J. 441, Trailokyanaih Das 
v. Emperor. (Judge telling the jury that they are not hound by the judgment 
passed in civil litigation between the parties — No misdirection.) 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 862 (863), Aziz Khan Sahib v. Emperor. (It is wrong to tell 
the jury that the decision of the Court in other case was relevant.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (146) : 53 Cal 372 : 27 Cri L Jour 266, Khijiruddin v. 
Emperor. (Admission of documents without legal proof.) 

(’99) 26 Cal 49 (50), Basanta Kumar Ghattak v. Queen-Empress. (Do.) 

(’90) 17 Cal 642 (667), Queen-Empress v. O'liara. (Statements of the accomplice 
•which had not been admitted in evidence.) 

(’30) MR 1930 Cal 706 (707) : 57 Cal 940 : 32 Cr. L. J. ISO, Khadem v. Emperor. 
(Evidence not formally tendered.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 538 (539) : 7 Iud Cas 915 (Cal), Harcndra Pal v. Emperor. 
(Opinion of the Session Judge who had directed commitment of the accnsed who 
had been previously discharged.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 90 (91) : 21 Cr.L.J. 183, Emperor v. Abdul Sheikh. (Evidence 
in contravention of S. 11, Evidence Act.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 756 (757) : 32 Cri L Jour -233, Mokshed Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Evidence in contravention of S. 33, Evidence Act.) 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 37 (39, 40):6 BengLR App 108, Queens. Mahima Chandra 
Das. (Evidence of character contrary to S. 54, Evidence Act.) 
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(10) Referring to prior conviction of the accused contrary to the 
provisions contained in S. 310. 22 
Cli) Improper rejection of evidence. 23 

(12) Putting forward new explanation on behalf of the prosecution. 21 

(13) Saying that admissions by accused’s pleader are binding on the 
accused. 25 

(14) Directing the jury to accept the statement in the first information 

report in preference to the evidence given before the Court. 20 
(is) Erroneous explanation of the law : see Note 6. 

(lG) Dogmatic expression of opinion by the Judge so as to take the case 
out of the hands of the jury : see S. 29S Note 9. 

( 17 ) Omission to put before the jury important facts : see Notes below, 
(is) Telling jury that they are hound by his (the Judge’s) decision as 
to the voluntary character of the accused’s confession arrived at 
when admitting in evidence such confession and that they are 
only to find out the truth or otherwise of the confession on the 
basis of its being voluntary. 200 

(’68) 10 Sutli w E Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Kulum Sheikh. (Do.) 

(’G8) 10 Sutli W E Cr 17 (19), Queen v. Bykunt Nath Bancrjce. (Do.) 

(’G7) 8 Sutli W E Cr 11 (11), Queen v. Phoolchand. (Do.) 

(’66) G Sutli W E Cr 72 (73), Queen v. Gopal Thakoor. (Do.) 

(’28) 30 Cr.L.J. 57 (58) : 113 Ind Cas 73 (Cal), .Kailash Chandra v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’27) AIE 1927 Cal 17 (20) : 54 Cal 237 : 28 Cr. L. J. 99, Asimaddy v. Emperor . 
(Previous conduct.) 

[See (’27) AIE 1927 Cal 257 (257, 258) : 53 Cal 980 : 28 Cr.L.J. 273, Aseruddin. 
v. Emperor. (S. 162 statement — Overruled in AIE 1939 PC 47 on another point.) 
(’24) AIE 1924 Cal 1029 (1030) : 52 Cal 172 : 2G Cri L Jour 350, Emperor v. 
Ahinash Chandra Bose. (Investigation — Particulars derived from witnesses 
examined on the spot should not be noted on the body of the map.) 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 41 (42) : 7 Bom L E 978, Emperor v. Moti Dongarshct 
Gujar. ( Panchnama does not prove itself and must be legally proved if it is to 
be put in evidence.)] 

22. (’01) 2 Weir 393 (393), In re Chundi Pcrugadu. 

(’20) AIE 1920 Cal 698 (701) : 22 Cri L Jour GO, Asimuddin Sardar v. Emperor. 
(1900) 27 Cal 139 (143) : 4 6 W N 97, Mankura Pasi v. Queen-Empress. 

23. (’40) 1940 Mad W N 97 (100), Balan Patcyya v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIE 1930 Cal 370 (375) : 58 Cal 96 : 32 Cr. L. J. 10, Government of Bengal 
v. Santiram Mondah 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 771 (772) : 30 Cri L Jour 803, 2Iomin Talukdar v. Emperor. 
(Two reports about the crime — Not treating the actual and proper first informa- 
tion report as such — Serious misdirection.) 

(’32) AIE 1932 Cal 523 (523) : 33 Cri L Jour 604, Wahid All v. Emperor. (Judge 
asking jury to reject evidence of hostile witness.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 427(429) : 34 Cal 698 : 11 C W N 666, Jatindranath v. Emperor. 

24. (’32) 1932 M W N 862 (864), Aziz Khan Sahib v. Emperor. 

[See (’39) AIE 1939 Cal 321 (322) : 40 Cr. L. J. 649, Nanda Ghosh v. Emperor. 
(Held it was unnecessary to put forward any new theory about the case.)] 

25. (1900) 2 Bom L E 751 (752), Queen-Empress v. Sangaya. (In this case the 
pleader was appointed by the Court — Their Lordships observed: “The position of 
a pleader appointed by the Court to defend a prisoner accused of murder is not 
the same that of a pleader whom the accused has authorized to act for him.”) 

26. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 557 (557) : 8 Ind Cas 52 (Cal), Asfar Sheikh v. Emperor. 
See also S. 154 Note 10. 

26a. (’35) AIE 1935 Cal 308 (309):36 Cr. L. J. 921, Kishori Eishore v. Emperor . 
(Judge can decide question of voluntariness of confession in its bearing on 
admissibility — Jury are also entitled to decide independently of the Judge 
whether confession was voluntary when considering truth of confession.) 
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(19) Telling jury that if they think an exculpatory statement in a dying 
declaration to be untrue, they should not believe the rest of the 
dying declaration. 27 

See also the undermentioned cases 23 for further illustrations of 
what is and what is not misdirection. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 853 (855, 856) : 62 Cal 312 : 36 Cri L Jour 485, Easimuddin 
v. Emperor. 

27. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 793 (795) : 38 Cri L Jour 243 : ILR (1937) 1 Cal 475, 
Naimuddin Biswas v. Emperor. (Part of dying declaration found untrue — Rest 
of it corroborated by evidence — Judge telling jury to consider value of declara- 
tion in view of misstatement — Held there was no misdirection.) 

28. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 561 (564) : 71 Cal L Jour 597 (602), Upendra Nath v. 
Emperor. (Charge under S. 364, Penal Code — Telling jury that it was sufficient 
if prosecution established that the accused placed the deceased in such circum- 
stances that she was in danger of being murdered — This is misdirection.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (58) : ILR (1938) 1 Cal 290 : 39 Cr.L.J. 161, Golohc Bchari 
\. Emperor. (Failing to marshall evidence relating to each element of the charge.) 
(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 290 (291) : 40 Cr. L. J. 660, Ekkari Das v. Emperor. (Trial 
for offence under S. 9, Bengal Suppression of Immoral Traffic Act — Judge 
failing to point out to jury that prosecution must prove that the girl was taken to 
a house for prostitution — Judge telling jury that offence would be committed 
even if house was not brothel — It amounts to serious misdirection.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Pat 536 (539) : 41 Cri L Jour 1 : 18 Pat 698, Sachindcr Eai r. 
Emperor. (In case of sexual offences like abduction Judge should tell jury that 
if girl was immoral it made her story of abduction less probable — Failure to do 
this amounts to misdirection.) 

(’39) ILR (1939) 1 Cal 337 (344), Nitai Eolcy v. Emperor. (Omission by the 
Judge to caution the jury against the evidence of a witness brought on record of 
the sessions trial under S. 33 of the Evidence Act, that the witness was not 
cross-examined before the committing Magistrate, does not amount to misdirec- 
tion, when the defence had an opportunity of cross-examining that witness in 
the committing Magistrate’s Court but they did not avail themselves of it.) 

(’38) AIR 193S Cal 6 (10) : 39 Cri L Jour 308, Emperor v. Durga Charan. (Court 
charging jury in murder case — Explaining evidence with its discrepancies — 
Confessional statements placed before jury — Judge expressing opinion on injuries 
and dealing with motive, intention and exceptions to S. 300, Penal Code — 
Charge held good.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 399 (401) : 39 Cr. L. J. 601, Asabuddin v. Emperor. (Accused 
prosecuted for forging entry in birth register — Direction that jury must decide 
about the real age of person about whom entry is made is beside point — Evidence 
about real age is admitted — Jury not convinced by it and returning verdict of 
guilty — .There is no misdirection and verdict must be sustained.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 625 (627) : 39 Cr.L.J. 964, Brinchipada v. Emperor. (Where 
the entire evidence is summarized before the jurors by the Judge, in which all 
the main features of the case are exhaustively dealt with, non-reference to minor 
matters of detail does not amount to misdirection or non-direction.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (662):ILR (1938) 1 Cal 636 : 40 Cr.L.J. 1C1, . ' I.Z /... 

v. Emperor. (Abduction case — Judge opening charge to jury by saying "you have 
1 before you a simple case of abduction of married girl for immoral purpose” — 
Words held did not amount to misdirection.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Mad 464 (464) : 39 Cri L Jour 580, In re Kalli Eoravan. (Judge 
pointing out to jury that the absconding of the accused is a point against him 
when it is doubtful whether he was absconding even before offence was committed.) 
(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (582) : 40 Cri L Jour 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor. (Judge 
should not ask jury to treat all kinds of statements to police as of one level of 
unreliability — Whether discrepancy or omission is effective to contradict witness 
in any particular ease depends upon nature of the fact in question as well as the 
fullness with which statement has been recorded — Judge should draw attention 
of jury to the distinction between important and immaterial omissions — Per 
Rowland, J.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Bom 60 (62) : 38 Cri L Jour 327, Emperor v. Mahomed Adam 
Chohan. (Police alleged to have tampered with statements of witnesses made to 
them — Jury to determine allegations — Telling of facts by Judge and his opinion 
on allegation amounts to misdirection.) 
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(’37) Am 1937 Cal 309 (311, 312) : ILR (1937) 2 Cal '308 : 38 Cri L Join- 1067, 
Sahcd Ali v. Emperor. (On dispute over property,. number of armed men attack- 
ing others who were unarmed — Death of some men resulting — Judge instead of 
directing trial of accused for murder, directing jury to consider accused’s cases 
under S. 304/149, Penal Code — Held there was grave misdirection.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 463 (466) : 38 Cri L Jour 931, Sarai Chandra v. Emperor. (It 
is a misdirection to tell jury to estimate value of evidence by considering whether 
it appears to be tutored or to be true.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 756 (758):ILR (1937) 2 Cal 315:39 Cr.L.J. 182, EkabbarMondal 
v. Emperor. (In a conspiracy case, if there is no evidence of conspiracy, but merely 
that of motive, the Judge should direct the jury to return a verdict of not guilty.) 

(’37) Am 1937 Pat 191 (195) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Bajendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(Case under Ss. 411and 414, Penal Code — Omission to tell jury that there was no 
evidence of guilty knowledge was held in the circumstances of case to be mis- 
direction.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 429 (430):38 Cr. L. J. 68, AlJcasulla v. Emperor. (Committing 
Magistrate charging accused with common object to take possession — Trial 
Judge adding common object of assaulting — It is wrong to include contradictory 
cases at the same trial and in one charge.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 793 (794) : ILR (1937) 1 Cal 475:38 Cr. L. J. 243, Nabnuddin 
Biswas v. Emperor. (Jury told that they must be satisfied as to place of occur- 
rence — No misdirection.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 796 (800) : 02 Cal 956 : 37 Cri L Jour 701, Istahar Ehondkar 
v. Emperor. (Accused charged under S. 395, Penal Code — Facts proved that 
dacoity was committed by accused and that they were in possession of stolen 
goods — No charge framed under S. 412, Penal Code — Judge directing jury that 
if they thought that there was not sufficient evidence of dacoity and that there 
was evidence that accused were in possession of stolen property, knowing it to 
have been stolen, they might find accused guilty under S. 412 although not 
charged under it — Accused convicted under S. 412, Penal Code — Conviction held 
bad — Direction to jury both upon S. 412, Penal Code, and S. 114, Illus. (a), 
Evidence Act, held contrary to law.) 

(’36) AH1 1936 Pat 46 (47) : 37 Cri L Jour 320, Hari Mahto v. Emperor. (Case 
under S. 366— Father of a girl lodging information to police— He not suspecting 
till then that daughter taken away for illicit intercourse as girl serving ns maid- 
servant at accused’s — Hence suspecting no foul play — Court asking jury during 
direction to consider this explanation in arriving at conclusion — Court’s state- 
ment held no misdirection.) 

(’36) Allt 1936 Rang 421 (425) : 37 Cri L Jour 1050 (FB), Emperor v. Nga E Pc. 
(Stab wound penetrating abdominal wall — No evidence to show that accused had 
any other than normal intention — Judge while charging jury did not raise a case 
not raised before him for accused — No misdirection held in charge.) 

(’33) Am 1933 P C 124 (138) : 34 Cri L Jour 322 (P C), Dtuarka Nath Varma v. 
Emperor. (Several offences of making false entries in dinries charged separately 
— Judge directing jury that if any one item was established against accused, 
they could give a general verdict of guilty — Charge amounts to misdirection.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1235 (1236) : 26 Cri L Jour 946, Ahcd Fakir v. Emperor. 
(Question of title important in a case — Direction to ignore that question is a 
misdirection.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 200 (201) : 5S Bom 49S : 35 Cri L Jour 1437, Bhagchan $ 
Jasraj v. Emperor. (What amounts to possession under S. 273, Penal Code, is a 
question of fact, but Judge giving jury guidance as to what constitutes possession 
is not misdirection.) 

(’34) Am 1934 Cal 766 (768) : 36 Cri L Jour 364, Superintendent, Legal A ffairs, 
Bengal v. Forhad. (Comment on importance of entries as to age in vaccination 
and school registers, held in the circumstances, not to amount to misdirection.)- 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 651 (653) : 36 Cr. L. J. 70, Kashim Ali v. Emperor. (Corrobo- 
rating confessional statements of accused by referring to statements made by them 
to the police is misdirection as it is a contravention of S. 162.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 717 (718) : 36 Cri L Jour 135, Bam Lai Ghose v. Emperor. 
(Saying something which conveyed the impression that evidence of witnesses was 
corroborated by statements made before police amounts to misdirection as it 
contravenes S. 162.) 

(’34) Am 1934 Cal 610 (614) : 61 Cal 991 : 35 Cri L Jour 1367, Superintendent, 
Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Bag’irath Mahto. (Judge entirely misconceiving the 
legal position — There is misdirection.) 
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The above instances are only illustrative and not exhaustive. The 
question in each case will depend upon its own facts and circumstances. 
The test will be whether the jury were misled and whether they were 
put on the “wrong track and made to arrive at a wrong conclusion” 
by reason of what the Judge said. 29 

12. Non-direction. — As has been seen in the previous Koto, 
non-direction is not necessarily misdirection in every case so as to vitiate 
the trial. 1 Where, however, the non-direction is with regard to a point 
of vital importance 2 especially when it is favourable to the accused, 3 and 
when such non-direction has misled the jury, 4 the trial will be held to 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 557 (558, 559) : 36 Cri L Jour 619, Inayct Ali v. Emperor . 
(Bringing to notice of jury statement of person not examined ns witness but 
warning jury that failure to examine him may give rise to presumption that, if 
examined, his evidence would be against the party failing to examine him • — 
Ko misdirection.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 103 (105) : 36 Cri L Jour 612, Aziz Elian v. Emperor. (Judge 
should emphasize that the burden of proving the guilt of the accused is on the 
prosecution. But where the whole trend of the charge shows that the Judge 
warned the jury on this point, the mere fact that the warning was not mentioned 
in express terms does not amount to misdirection.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 928 (929) : 37 Cri L Jour 173, Sri Eishan v. Emperor. (Telling 
jury that there was no reason to disbelieve certain prosecution witnesses was 
held not to be misdirection.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 665 (665) : 36 Cri L Jour S26, Narain v. Emperor. (Jury likely 
to be misled as to the point on which they should come to a finding — There is 
misdirection.) 

(’8S) 18SS Rat 42S (428), In re Shanker Shobag. (High Court interfered with 
acquittals when the lower Court erroneously treated a witness as an accomplice 
requiring corroboration.) 

29. (’28) AIR 192S Patl20(122): 6Pat817:29Cr.L. J.81, BajitMianv. Emperor. 

Note 12 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224): 1940 NL J 264 (267), Bapurao Maroti v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 236 (243): 17 Cr. L. J. 353 : 1 Pat L Jour 317, Eknatli Sahay 

v. Emperor. (Special attention was not directed to a particular witness’ evidence.) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 142 (144) : 20 Cri L Jour 300 (FB), Peary v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (7S3):16Cr.L. J. 561 (571) (FB), Emperor v. Upendranath. 
(’93) 1893 Rat 644 (652), Quean-Empress v. Ycsit. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 123 (129) : 18 Cri L Jour 385 (391) : 44 Cal 477 (FB), Faleh 
Chand v. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : I L R (1939) Bom 648 : 41 Cri L Jour 176, 
Emperor v. Jhina Soma. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (444) : 16 Pat 413 : 38 Cri L Jour 919, Bamcshwar Singh 
v. Emperor. (Omission to direct jury on one of vital ingredients of S. 366, Penal 
Code, held amounted to misdirection amounting to miscarriage of justice.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 887 (889) : 26 Cri L Jour 606, Abdul Sheilcli v. Emperor. (The 
fact that none of the accused was recognised was not mentioned to the jury.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 439 (441) : 26 Cri L Jour 567, Chhakari v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L. J. 13(14, 15): 3 Sind LR 102: 41. C. 597, Impcrator v. Minhwasayo. 

3. (’03)27 Bom 626 (635) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. V avian Shivram. 

(’03) 27 Bom 644 (651) : 4 Bom L R 683, Emperor v. Malgowda. 

(’26) 28 Cri L Jour 19 (22) : 99 Ind Cas 51 (Cal), Mavial Ali v. Emperor. 

(’29) 1929 Mad IV N 946 (950), Doraisivamy Pillay v. Emperor. (Motive for 
prosecution.) 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 326 (334): 29 Cr. L. J.325, Mi. Champa Basins’. Emperor. 

. (A non-direction is not a misdirection unless the jury has been misled or such 
non-direction is of primary importance.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 117 (118) : 28 Cr. L. J. 177, Sonia Eoshli v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 561 (564) : 71 Cal L J 597 (601, 602), Upendra Nath v. 
Emperor. (Telling jury that even if they' were not satisfied that the deceased 
was murdered, they could still find the accused guilty under S. 364, Penal Code, 
was, under the circumstances of the case, held to misled jury on a most vitali 
part of the case.) 
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Section 297 be illegal. A mere failure on the part of the Judge to point out to the 

Note 12 jury all the matters which may be considered by them in evidence, does 

not necessarily amount to misdirection . 5 If a case is substantially put 
to the jury, a mere omission to refer to this or that circumstance or 
suggestion will not make such omission a misdirection . 0 The test, as to 
whether an omission in the summing up of the Judge to the jury 
amounts to a misdirection or not, is whether the omission, in the 
opinion of the appellate or revisional Court, is of such importance as 
to have led to an erroneous verdict by the jury . 7 A grave omission by 
the Judge to direct the jury on a vital point cannot be made good by 
the accused’s counsel calling attention to it at the termination of 
the summing up . 8 

The following are some of the instances of non-direction which 
may amount to misdirection : 

/l) Failure to explain the law arising in the case . 9 

(’26) AIR 192G Bom 238 (240) : 27 Cr. L. J. 481, Eutubuddin Khan v. Emperor. 
(Serious omissions in a charge amount to misdirection.)] 

5. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 321 (321) : 23 Cr. L. .T. 47, Emperor v. Bhim Lai Chamar. 
(Failure by the Judge to point out what tho prosecution considered to be evidence 
of motive.) 

S. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (301) : 25 Cri L Jour S17 (FB), Emperor v. Barcndra 
Kumar Gliosc. 

7. (’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 23 (25) : 7 Luck 390 : 33 Cr. L. J. 1G7, Sila Bam v. 
Emperor. (Failure by the Judge to point out that there was no corroboration of 
approver’s evidence ns against particular accused — Misdirection.) 

8. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal G17 (62G) : 30Cr.L.J. 993 (SB), Padavi Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Omission to point out that certain evidence which showed thnt the accused was 
of depraved character was irrelevant and inadmissible.) 

9. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 417 (418) : 41 Cri L Jour 738, Judagi Gope v. Emperor. 
(Principles of S. 34 and S. 149, Penal Code, not explained.) 

{’40) AIR 1940 Lab S7 (88) : 41 Cri L Jour 482, A. M. Mathews v. Emperor. 
(Cheating — Failure of Judge to explain to jury necessary ingredients which con- 
stitute cheating in law amounts to misdirection.) 

•(’40) 1940 Mad W N 97 (102), Paltcyya v. Emperor. (Failure to point out diffe- 
rence botween vandalism and dacoity or theft in case of dacoity and theft.) 

{’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (4G0) : ILR (1939) Bom G48 : 41 Cr. L. J. 17G, Emperor 
v. Jhina Soma. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112) : ILR (1937) Nag 123 : 38 Cri L Jour 589, Fateh 
Mahomed v. Emperor. (Case under S. 304, Penal Code — Judge not giving an 
explanation of what constitutes nn offence under the section but only explaining 
about private defence — Misdirection.) 

■(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (444) : 1G Pat 413 : 38 Cri L Jour 919, Bamcshwar Singh 
v. Emperor. (Accused charged with kidnapping and abduction — Jury finding 
accused not guilty of kidnapping and thus finding girl over sixteen years — Story of 
prosecution that girl was taken away for marriage without her consent — Not a 
word in charge to jury by Court if accused has such intention — Non-direction to 
jury by Court on such vital ingredient of S. 3G6, Penal Code, held amounted to 
serious misdirection and occasioned miscarriage of justice.) 

-(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 257 (258, 259) : 53 Cal 9S0 : 28 Cri L Jour 273, Aseruddin v. 
Emperor. (The law with regard to the right of private defence as bearing on the 
facts set up not explained.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 24 (25, 2G) : 31 Cri L Jour 33, Emperor v. Mahommad Israil. 

(Necessary ingredients of oGonces under Ss. 380 and 4G7, Penal.Code, not explained.) 
{’13) 14 Cri L Jour 556 (558) : 21 Ind Cas 156 (Cal), Emperor v. Ncamatullah. 
(Recent possession of stolen goods.) 

{’31) AIR 1931 Cal 184 (18G, 187, 188): 58 Cal 1051: 32 Cr.L.J. S36 (F B), Suscn 
Behari Roy v. Emperor. (S. 477, Penal Code — ‘Secreting’ meaning explained by 
the High Court.) 

'(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 1031 (1033) : 52 Cal 112 : 2G Cri L Jour 11, Umadasi Dasi v. 
Emperor. (In this case jury were not properly directed as to the application of 
S. 94, Penal Code.) 
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<2) Omission of the Judge to direct the jury in cases where several 
accused are tried together, to consider the case of each accused 
individually, 10 “It is desirable and indeed obligatory that a Judge 
in summing up to the jury should divide up the evidence as it 
affects each individual accused.” 11 

<S) Omission to remind the jury that the statement attributed to 
individual accused is not evidence against the other accused in the 
event of the jury finding that individual not guilty. lla 

(4) Failure to tell the jury, that the accused should be acquitted if 
they had any reasonable doubt about his guilt. 12 But see the 


{’20) AIR 1920 Cal 834 (834): 22 Cr.L.J. 448, Baja Khan v. Emperor. (Omission 
to inform the jury that there could be no conviction for abetment of offence 
when the offence itself was not proved.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 577 (578), Mayandi Tcvan v. Emperor. 

{’21) AIR 1921 Cat 64 (65) : 23 Cri L Jour 344, Ainuddi Cliowkidar v. Emperor. 
(Explanation to S. 299, Penal Code, was not fully explained.) 

10. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 417 (419) : 41 Cri L Jour 738, Judagi Gope v. Emperor. 
(’40) 1940 Mad W N 97 (100), Pattci/ija v. Emperor. 

•{’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (214) : 41 Cr. L. J. 28: 1 L R (1940) Ear 249, Shewaram 
Jcthanand v. Emperor. 

(’37) 1937 Mad W N 737 (738), Nachappa Goztndan v. Emperor. (If there is no 
substantial difference between the case as against the different accused it is the 
duty of the Judge to say so.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (147) : 53 Cal 372 : 27 Cri L Jour 266, Khijiruddin v. 

Emperor. (Accused’s defences were different in this case.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 5 (6) : 34 Cr.L.J, 622, Miajan Biswas v. Emperor. (Evidence 
against each accused was different.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 718 (720): 60 Cal 1457: 35 Cr.L.J. 307, Shahcbali v. Emperor. 
•(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 335 (336): 17 Cri L Jour 19 (20), In re Sangan. (Case where 
several accused were concerned and question was purely one of identification.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 56 (58): 27 Cri L Jour 1164, Thangaya Nadar v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 94 (95): 35 Cr.L.J. 957: 30N L R 262, Abdul Azizs. Emperor. 
•(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 326 (333,335): 29 Cr.L.J. 325, Iff. Champa Basin v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 15 (16) : 4 Ind'Cas 608 : 3 Sind L R 125, Emperor v. Murid. 
{'12) 13 Cr.L.J. 750 (751) : 17 Ind Cas 62 : 6 Sind L R 116, Emperor v. Chagan 
Bajaram. 

(’99) 1 Bom L R 784 (785), Queen-Empress v. Babya Bhimappa. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 128 (130) : 34 Cr. L. J. 441 : 55 All 68, Dakhani v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 728 (730): 27 Cr.L.J.398, EariCharan Das v. Emperor.] 

11. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 105 (109) : 35 Cr. L. J. 554 : 61 Cal 6, Khoda Bux v. 
Emperor. 

[See (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 417 (419) : 41 Cri L Jour 738, JudagiGope v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (583) : 40 Cr. L. J. 147, Yusuf Mian v. Emperor. 

(’36) 1936 OWN 201 (203), Wajid Husain v. Emperor. 

(’38) 42 Cal W N 870 (872), Bezak Fakir v. Emperor. (Charges of dacoity and 
of conspiracy to commit dacoity against several accused — Omission by Judge to 
deal with evidence against each accused on charge of dacoity.)] 

11a. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (79) : 63 Cal 929 : 37 Cri L Jour 394, Benoycndra 
Chandra v. Emperor. 

12. (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 17 (18) : 158 I. C. 172 (Lah). Harold H. Waston v. 
Emperor. (Judge dealing with the question of reasonable doubt when dealing 
with the law in the case — No misdirection.) 

■(’36) 1936 OWN 201 (203), Wajid Husain v. Emperor. 

(’S3) AIR 1933 P C 218 (221) : 34 Cri L Jour 886 : 2 All W R 610 (614,615) : 1933 
A C 699 : 102 L J P C 148 : 149 L T 574 (P C), B. B. Lawrence v. Emperor. 
■(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 502 (502, 503) : 1M L T350 , ParaThandan v. Emperor. (Evi- 
dence against accused weak, vague and inconclusive.) 

•(’98) 2 Weir 500 (500, 501), In re Sugaligadu. (The jury did entertain doubt in 
this case.) 

(’CO) 5 Cal 768 (769) : 6 Cal L R 219, Boshan Doosadli v. Empress. 

•{’8l) 1881 Rat 172 (172), Queen-Empress v. Balu. 

[See also (’40) 44 Cal W N 840 (843, 844), Mujjaffar Sheikh v. Emperor.'] 

2Cr.l08, 
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undermentioned eases. 13 

(5) Omission to state that even if the plea of alibi set up by the- 
accused is not established, there is_no presumption that the accused 
is guilty. 14 

(6) The failure to inform the jury that the mere fact that the accused 
had absconded for some time will not give rise to a presumption of' 
his being guilty. 15 

(7) Omission to direct that the jury should reject irrelevant evidence, 16 ' 
that they should not allow the result of prior proceedings to affect- 
their minds 17 or that they should not consider the conduct of one- 
accused in judging the case of the other. 18 

(8) Omission to point out the absence of evidence material to the case- 
for the prosecution. 19 

(9) Omission to point out the discrepancies between the evidence and 
the first information report 20 or the discrepancies and contradictions - 
in the evidence. 21 

(10) Failure to state that the evidence of a hostile witness should be - 
viewed with caution or should be rejected. 22 


13. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 154 (155) : 27 Cri L Jour 217, Rahim Beg v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 117 (119) : 28 Cri L Jour 177, Sonia Eoshti v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 28 (29) : 52 All 207 : 30 Cr.L.J. 114fi,Jagmohan v. Emperor,. 

(Prosecution evidence overwhelming and the jury not likely to have doubt.) 

14. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (254) : 23 Cr. L. J. 244, Emperorv. Taribullah Slieikh. 

15. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 557 (558) : 8 Ind Cas 52 (Cal), Asfar Sheikh v. Emperor. 
[See (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 464 (464): 39 Cr.L.J. 580, In re EalliKoravan. (Judge - 

pointing out to jury that the absconding of the accused was a point against him 
when it is doubtful whether he was not absconding even before the offence was- 
committed — This amounts to misdirection.)] 

16. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (79) : 37 Cri ’ L Jour 394 : 63 Cal 929, Benoyendra 
Chandra v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 617 (625, 626) : 30 Cr. L. J. 993 (SB), Padam Prashad v. Emperor. 

17. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 617 (619) : 21 Cr. L. J. 554, Mir Mouse AU v. Emperor. 

18. (’03) 27 Bom 626 (634) : 5 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Taman Shivram. 

19. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Gunga Govind. 

[See (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (79) : 37 Cri L Jour 394 : 63 Cal 929, Benoyendra 
Chandra v. Emperor. (Judge repeatedly stating the case for the prosecution 
without clearly pointing out to the jury those parts of it which were not sup- 
ported by evidence.)] 

20. (’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (430, 431) : 27 Cri L Jour 785, Dhiraji v. Aka si. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 424 (426) : 34 Cal 325, Dasarath Mandal v. Emperor. (Judge - 

should have called attention of the jury to the fact that witnesses examined by 
the prosecution were not mentioned in the first information report.) 

(’85) 11 Cal 10 (12, 13), Leiu Tu v. Queen-Empress. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 729 (733) : 26 Cri L Jour 1009, Jessarat v. Emperor. 

21. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 257 (258) : 22 Cr. L. JAT5,TenaramMondal v. Emperor. 
(’40) 44 Cal W N 840 (845), Mujjaffar Sheikh v. Emperor, 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (144) : 53 Cal 372 : 27 Cr.L.J. 266, Ehijiruddinv. Emperor,. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 170 (171) : 30 Cri L Jour 912, Dwarka Das v. Emperor. 

(’99) 2 Weir 501 (502, 503), In. re Vasanthugadu Adikari. 

[See however (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 103 (105) : 31 N L R (Sup) 215 : 37 Cr.L.J. 607. 
James Dowdall v. Emperor. (It is impracticable to set forth evidence to the ■ 
minutest detail.)] 

22. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 293 (294): 59 Cal 136: 33 Cri L Jour 441, Trailokyanath 
v. Emperor. (In this case as the jury were warned it was held that there was no - 
misdirection.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 276 (278): 57 Cal 1266: 31 Cri L Jour 1207, Panchanan Gogai- 
v. Emperor. 
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(11) Omission to state that the evidence of a witness who deposes 
without taking the oath should .he relied upon with caution. 23 

(12) Omission to tell the jury that certain evidence is admissible only 

in corroboration, and leaving them to imagine that it is substantive 
evidence.* 1 

(13) Omission to place before the jury the inordinate delay in preferring 

the complaint. 25 

See also the undermentioned eases. 20 

13. Effect of misdirection. — Under s.423, sub-s.( 2 ), a verdict 
of the jury can he altered or reversed only on proof of misdirection 
by the Judge or misunderstanding of the law by the jury. But it is 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 401 (407, 408): 58 Cal 1404 : 32 Cri L Jour 768 (PE), Profulla 
Kumar Sarkar v. Emperor . (It is for the jury to rely or not on the evidence of 
hostile witness.) 

[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 364 (365) : 39 Cri L Jour 625, Bam Gobind Ghose 
v. Emperor. (Omission to lay stress on the fact that some of the most material 
witnesses were declared by the prosecution to be hostile.)] 

[But sec (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 523 (523): 33 Cri L Jour 604, Wahid Ali \\ Emperor. 
(Ashing jury to reject the evidence of hostile witness — Misdirection.)] 

23. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 276 (279): 41 Cal 406: 14 Cri L Jour 485, Nafar Sheikh 
v. Emperor. 

24. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 186 (188) : 37 Cri L Jour 673, Nabi Khan v. Emperor. 

25. (’31) AIR1931Call0(ll):32Cr. L. J. 186, Bam Charilar Diibey v. Emperor. 
(Charge under S. 467, Penal Code — Delay of 3 years.) 

26. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224), Bapurao v. Emperor. (Failure to refer to every 
one of the suggestions made by defence is not non-direction.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 417 (418) : 41 Cri L Jour 738, Judagi Gopc v. Emperor. 
(Deceased’s death caused by effect of all injuries inflicted by several accused com- 
bined — Common object specified in charges under Ss. 147 and 148, Penal Code, 
was not to hill deceased but to assault him — Charge under S. 302 framed and 
explained to jury — No alternative charges framed under Ss. 304, 326 or 325, nor 
principles of S. 34 or S. 149 explained — All accused convicted under S. 302 — 
Conviction is illegal — Whole procedure amounts to misdirection and non-direction.) 
(’40) 1940 Mad W N 97 (100-102 ), Patteyya v. Emperor. (Failure to lay sufficient 
stress on fact that all prosecution witnesses were interested — Failure to warn 
jury ngainst acting on uncorroborated testimony of interested witnesses — Failure 
to tell jury of non-mention of certain facts in the first report of the occurrence 
and in charge-sheet — These are all defects in charge which vitiate conviction.) 
(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 497 (499) : 40 Cri L Jour 877, Moseladdi v. Emperor. (Failure 
of Judge to point out to the jury that the deceased had not been cross-examined 
cannot have much effect as the jury knew perfectly well that the deceased had 
not been cross-examined and after they had spent several days in hearing the 
case they knew what cross-examination is and the purpose it serves.) . 

(’39) AIR 1939 Pat 536 (538) : 18 Pat 698 : 41 Cri L Jour 1, Sachinder Bai v. 
Emperor. (Failure of Judge in cases of sexual oflencees to warn jury ofdangerof 
convicting accused on uncorroborated testimony of girl amounts to non-direction.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 354 (359) : 35 Cri L Jour 1066 : 10 Luck 119, Lai Beliari 
Singh v. Emperor. (Omission to explain important point of law, viz., point as to 
applicability of S. 149, Penal Code, held to amount to misdirection.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 537 (538) : 36 Cri L Jour 28, Kiildip Singh v. Emperor. 
(Defective nature of test identification — Failure to charge jury with reference to 
defect is misdirection.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 610 (614) : 61 Cal 991 : 35 Cri L Jour 1367, Superintendent 
and Remembrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. BhagirathMahto. (Omission to 
consider if the right of private defence existed at the particular moment of the 
alleged attack.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 622 (623) : 35 Cri L Jour 1216, Md. Samiruddin v. Emperor. 

(Failure to comment upon important aspect of case.) < 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 754 (754) : 32 Cr. L. J.324, Emperor v. Sashi Kanta. (Dying 
declaration as foundation for prosecution case — Omission to caution as to weight 
and efficacy of such dying declaration — Retrial ordered.) 


Section 297 
Notes 12-13 



1716 


CHARGE TO JURY 


Section 297 
Note 13 . 


not every misdirection and non-direction that will be a ground for 
reversing the verdict of the jury. By section 537, clause (d), when the 
misdirection does not occasion a failure of justice, the verdict cannot 
he altered. So, in appeals against the verdict of a jury it must be 
shown : (a) that there was misdirection and (b) that such misdirection 
resulted in a miscarriage or a failure of justice . 1 The same principle 


Note 13 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : ILR (1939) Bom 648 : 41 CriL Jour 176, 
Emperor v. Jhina Soma. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 46 (47) : 37 Cri L Jour 320, Hari Mahto v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 117 (118) : 28 Cr.L.J. 177, Sonia Koshti v. Emperor. (There 
_ is miscarriage of justice when omission or misstatement is such that the jurymay 
probably be misled by it.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 326 (333) : 29 Cri L Jour 325, Mt. Champa Pasin v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 P C 218 (221) : 34 Cri L Jour 886 : 1933 A C 699 : 102 L J PC 148 : 
149 L T 574 (PC), Basil Banger Lawrence v. Emperor. (Jury not directed as to 
onus of proof — . Held there was substantial miscarriage of justice.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 946 (952), Doraisivamy Pillay v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 140 (141, 142) : 19 Cri L Jour 649, Emperor v. Asimoddi. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Or 80 (92) : Beng L R Sup Yol 459, Queen v. Elahi Bax. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 638 (638) : 21 Ind Cas 686 (All), Hooper v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 295 (296) : 33 Cri L Jour 477, Golam AspMa v. Emperor. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 320 (323), Arumuga Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 69 (70), Queen v. Bammoni Sein. 

(’01) 5 Cr. L. J. 168 (170) : 9 Bom L R 153, Emperor v. Mahamed Khan. (Death 
caused during course of riot — Judge directing the jury that if riot was established 
rioters were guilty of murder — Retrial ordered.) 

(’68) 5 Bom H G R Cr 85 (91, 92, 94), Beg v. Fattecliand Vastachand. (Verdict 
of jury can be set aside if accused is prejudiced by defective summing up.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 361 (372) : 1 Sind L R 104, Imperator v. Vilaitali Shah. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 370 (375) : 7 Pat 15 : 28 Cr. L. J. 692, Bamchariter Singh v. 

Emperor. (No misdirection — Verdict of jury could not therefore be reversed.) 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 103 (103, 104) : 23 Cr. L. J. 91, Sumesliwar Jha v. Emperor. 
(There was probability in this case >of the jury’s mind being influenced by 
inadmissible evidence — Conviction was set aside.) 

(’10) 8 Ind Cas 719 (719) : 11 Cr. L. J. 701 (Mad), Sivasami Pillai v. Emperor. 
(There was misdirection in this case which did not result in failure of justice — 
Conviction maintained.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 770 (771) : 18 Cri L Jour 15 (16), In re Anipe Palladu. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1224 (1225) : 16 Cr, L. J. 618 (618), In re Chinnu. (Charge 
carelessly worded but jury not misled — Verdict not reversed.) 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. H(12):2IndGas434(Mad), Thoolipatti Bama Goundan v. Emperor. 
(’84) 2 Weir 488 (489), In re Government Pleader. 

(’03) 26 Mad 1 (8, 9, 14, 15) : 2 Weir 521, Emperor v. Edward William Smither. 
(’70-71) 6 Mad H C E 120 (121) : 1 Weir 452, In re Shriram V enlcatasami. 

(Summing up defective — Accused not prejudiced — Conviction was maintained.) 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 769 (770, 771) : 30 Cri L Jour 825, Ambar Ali v. Emperor. 
(Judge’s charge open to criticism — The verdict of jury ought not to be interfered 
with except where charge taken as a whole cannot be supported.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 680 (682) : 54 Cal 539 : 28 Cr.L.J. 689, Ayub Mandal v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 398 (401) : 28 Cr. L. J. 485, Asimuddi v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 106 (106, 107): 24 Cr. L. J. 143, Superintendent and Remem- 
brancer of Legal Affairs v. Shyam Sunder Bhumij. (Jury’s verdict was not due 
to misdirection — Verdict was maintained.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 498 (499) : 4 I. C. 120 (Cal), Kesahab Palv. Emperor. (Misdirec- 
tion not resulting in failure of justice — Retrial not ordered.) 

(’95) 22 Cal 377 (383), Krishna Dhan Mandal v. Queen-Empress. 

(’94) 21 Cal 955 (977, 978, 979), Wafadar Khan v. Empress. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 77 (78, 79), Queen v. Ghunder Koomar Huzoomdar, (Mis- 
• direction prejudicing the accused — Retrial ordered.) 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 71 (72) : 10 Beng L R App 36, Queen v. Rajcoomar Bose. 
(’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 66 (66, 67), Queen v. Muthoora Singh. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 296 (301, 305) : 53 Bom 479 : 31 Cri L Jour 65, Emperor v. 
C. E. Ring. 
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•will apply -with regard to a non-direction . 2 What is miscarriage of 
justice should be , judged from the facts and circumstances of each 
case. In the undermentioned Allahabad cases 3 the Court remarked that 
a “miscarriage of justice through misdirection means that there must 
be a reasonable ground for apprehending that the misdirection may have 
affected the jury’s verdict.” It has not been interpreted to mean that 
the appellate Court must find before setting aside a verdict that the 
accused was entitled to an acquittal on the evidence. If this were so, 
there is no object in ordering a new trial. It means that there must be 
a reasonable ground for apprehending that, but for the misdirection, 
the jury may have arrived at a different verdict , 4 or putting it in 
another way, “whether in spite of the misdirection the conviction and 
verdict are not justified in law, as they stand,” and if they are justified 
there is no failure of justice . 6 Where the appellate Court finds that 
there is misdirection, it can under S. 423 either acquit the accused 
setting aside the verdict, or reduce the sentence, or order a new trial 
with a fresh jury.® In trials by the High Court Sessions, by virtue of 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 1129 (1130, 1131) Queen-Empress v. Shettya. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 751 (752), Queen-Empress v. Sangaya. (All the evidence 
bearing on the charge of murder not recorded in view of admission made by the 
pleader appointed by Court to defend the accused — Other sufficient evidence to 
support verdict of murder — Conviction not set aside.) 

[See (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53, 55) : 60 Bom 599 : 37 Cr. L. J. 366 (FB), 
Puttan Hasan v. Emperor. (Review under Cl. 26, Letters Patent (Bombay).) 
(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 227 (229) : 37 Cri L Jour 676 : 63 Cal 1089, BhaktaBhusanv. 
Emperor. (Judge directing jury to consider whether certain confession is admis- 
sible commits error of law — But failure of justice is necessary to vitiate trial.)] 
See also S. 423 Note 40. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 457 (459) : I L R (1939) Bom 648 : 41 Cri L Jour 176, 
Emperor v. Jhina Soma. (Held, omission to read and explain the relevant sec- 
tions was not snch as could be said to have occasioned a failure of justice.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 249 (251) : 40 Bom 220 : 17 Cr. L. J. lZ3,Fakira\. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 All 28 (28, 29) : 52 All 207 : 37 Cr. L. J. 1146, Jagmohan v. Emperor. 
(Evidence equally balanced — Failure to direct the jury to give benefit of reasonable 
doubt to the accused was held in this case to amount to miscarriage of justice.) 
(’68) 10 Suth IV R Cr 7 (8, 9), Queen v, Bamgopal Dlvur. 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (431) :.27 Cri L Jour 785, Bhiraji v. Akasi. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 28 (29) : 52 All 207 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1146, Jagmohan v. Emperor. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 All 429 (431) : 27 Cri L Jour 785, Dhiraji v. Akasi. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 847 (849) : 62 Cal 337 .- 36 Cri L Jour 358, Ilu v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 P C 218(221) : 34 Cr.L.J. 886 : 1933 AC 699 : 102 L J P C 158 : 149 
L T 574 (PC), Basil Banger Laiurcnce v. Emperor. (Misdirection as to onus of 
proof — Unless it can be predicted that properly directed jury must have returned 
the same verdict, a substantial miscarriage of justice must be deemed to be 
established.) 

[See (’33) AIR 1933 P C 124 (133) : 34 Cr.L.J. 322 (P C), Dioarkanath v. Emperor .] 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 All 173 (175): IS Cr.L.J. 491 : 39'A11 348, Ikramuddin v. Emperor. 

6. (’98) 25 Cal 711 (716) : 2 C W N 369, Taju v. Empress. (There is no law that, 
when the verdict of jury is set aside the Court must necessarily direct a newtrial.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Lah 87 (90) : 41- Cr. L. J. 482, A. M. Mathews v. Emperor. (High 
Court can set aside verdict on one charge and uphold conviction on rest of charges 
and need not send case for retrial.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (216, 217) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : 1 L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Sheicaram Jethanand v. Emperor-- 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (59) : 39 Cri L Jour 161 : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 290, Ooloke 
Behari v. Emperor. (Retrial not ordered but accused acquitted especially in view 
of the fact that accused had been in detention for nearly two years and through 
no fault of their own had to undergo two trials.) 
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the provisions in Letters Patent of the High Courts, the verdict may' 
be -reviewed . 7 As to the powers of the High Court in reviewing the 
decision, see the undermentioned case . 8 

: An appeal would not lie to the Privy Council merely on 1 the 

ground of misdirection . 9 See also the undermentioned cases 10 -where 
the principles on "which the Privy Council would exercise their 
jurisdiction in criminal cases have been laid down. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 370 (378, 379) : 58 Cal 96 : 32 Cri L Jour 10, Govt, of Bengal 
v. S antiram Mondal. (In this case the High Court reversed the verdict of acquittal 
and itself convicted the accused.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 505(506):24 Cr.L.J.76, Abdul GohurSilcdarv. Emperor. (Convic- 
tion was set aside leaving the question of fresh trial to the authorities.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 153(155, 156): 35 Cri L Jour 747, Ramachandr a v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 116 (123, 126) : 25 Cri L Jour 761, Topandas v. Emperor. 
(Sentences reduced.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Low Bur 104 (105, 107, 108) : 18 Cri L Jour 929 (930, 933) : 9 Low 
Bur Rul 60 (FB), Thcin Myin v. Emperor. (There was good prirna facie case to 
go to the jury — Retrial ordered.) 

(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 567 (567): 32 Mad 179:2 I. C. 307, Public Prosecutor v.Bomigiri 
Pottigadu. (Acquittal.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 617 (622) : 30 Cr.L. J. 993 (S B), Padam v. Emperor. (Where 
jurycould not have convicted but for the misdirection, acquittal was ordered.) 
(1900) 4 Cal W N 576 (581, 582), Sadhn Sheikh v. Empress. (Retrial ordered.) 
(’02) 29 Cal 782 (791) : 6 C W N 553, Jamiruddi Massali v. Emperor. (Acquittal.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 23 (25): 7 Luck 390:33 CriLJour 167, SilaRamv. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 53 (54, 55): 26 Cri L Jour 1090, Ramprasad v. Emperor. (No 
. evidence on record to warrant a conviction — Order for retrial will not be justified.) 
[See (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 263 (274) : 38 Cr. L. J. 673 : 15 Pat 817, Samarcndra 
Kumar v. Emperor. (A retrial should not be ordered, unless it can be shown 
• that matters which counsel would have placed have not been placed before the 
jury or that the charge of the Judge is defective and erroneous in material 
particulars.)] 

See also S. 423 Note 40. 

7. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53) : 60 Bom 599 : 37 Cri L Jour 366 (F B), Pultan 
Hasan v. Emperor. (The failure of the Judge to comply with this section is an 
error of law which brings the case within Cl. 26, Letters Patent, Bombay.) 

(’90) 17 Cal G42 (66S, 669), Queen-Empress v. O'Hara. 

8. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (53, 54) : 60 Bom 599 : 37 Cr. L. J. 366 (F B), Pultan 
Hassan v. Emperor. 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 P C 160 (168):37 Cr.L.J. 679: 1936 A C 445 : 105L J P C 84: 155 L T 
1 (PG),D. R. Renouf v. Attorney-General for Jcrsci/. (1914 A C 599, Followed.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 169 (170): 37 CriLJour 628 : 1936AC338: 105LJPC79:154 
'BT G20(BG), Attygallcv. King. (Misdirection as such will not suffice for granting 
of special leave to appeal. 1914 A G 599, Followed.) 

(’93) 15 All 310 (315): 20 I A 90: 6 Sar 344 (PC), In the matter of Maccrca. 

(’14) AIR 1914 P C 116 (126, 127) : 41 Cal 1023 : 41 I A 149 : 8 L B R 16: 15 
Cri L Jour 309 (P C), Ghanning Arnold v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (684, 688): 41 Cri L Jour 59: 1 L R (1939) 1 Cal 
187, C. B. Pluclmctt v. Emperor. (Unless the High Court is satisfied that the 
misdirections complained of are material or that they have led to any miscarriage 
of justice, leave to appeal to the Privy Council will not be granted.)] 

10. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (684) : 41 Cr. L. J. 59 : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 187, C. B. 
Plucknetl v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 P C 179 (180): 38 Cr.L.J. 573: 64 I A 134 : I L R (1937) Lah 371: 
31 S L R 300 (PC), Mangal v. Emperor. (It is no part of the duty of the Board 
of their Lordships of the Privy Council to sit in criminal cases as a Court of 
criminal appeal but only to correct what they regard as a miscarriage of justice.) 
(’36) AIR 1936 P C 160 (168) : 37 Cri L Jour 679: 1936 A C 445: 105 L J P C 84: 

155 L T 1 (PC), Dennis Romain Renouf v. Attorney General of Jersey. 

(’36) AIR 1936 P C 169 (170): 37 Cr.L.J. 628: 1936 A C 338: 105 L J P C 79: 154 
L T 620 (PC), Attygalle v. King: (There must be something which in the parti- 
cular case deprives the accused of the substance of fair trial and protection of law, 
or which in general tends to divest the due and orderly administration of law 
into a new course which may be drawn into an evil precedent in future.) 
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15, Duty of appellate Court in reviewing a charge. — The 
appellate Court in reviewing the charge to a jury should judge it as 
a whole. It is sufficient to see whether the tendency of a charge 
taken as a whole has given a correct or incorrect direction to the 
mind of the jury . 1 In a Full Bench case 2 of the Bombay High Court, 
Beaumont, C. J., observed as follows : 

“It is, in my judgment, clearly open to the Court to consider, not so much 
what effect the misdirection has upon the minds of this Court sitting in place of 
n. jury, but what the effect of the misdirection was or may have been upon the 
minds of the jury which tried the case ; and in so doing we must, I think, assume 
that the jury was a reasonably competent jufy, though we must remember that a 
jury consists of laymen, and that a misdirection may have more effect upon the 
minds of laymen than upon the mind of a trained Judge.” 

15. Record of charge to jury. — See Note IS to S. 367. 

16. Effect of a juror not understanding the charge. — 
Where one of the jurors is unacquainted with the language in which 
the charge is made and so is unable to follow it, it has been held by the 
Privy Council that the whole trial is vitiated. 1 See also S. 278 Note 3. 


17. Effect of a bad charge. — Where a charge is inadequate 
•and insufficient and it does not assist the jury to exercise their function 
as jurors or place before them clearly the issues to be decided, the 
whole trial will be bad . 1 But the question in each ease would be 


(’25) AIR 1925 P C 305 (306) (P C), Shaft v. Emperor . (Privy Council will not 
interfere unless there is violation of principles of natural justice or legal forms.) 
(’13)15 Cr.L.J. 144 (144):41 Cal 568:40 IA 241:22 I C 496 (PC), Clifford v. Emperor. 
Sea also S. 404 Note 2 and Letters Patent (Cal) Cl. 41 Note 3. 

Note 14 


1. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 80 (80) : 4 Beng L R App 50, Queen v. Qogalao. 

(’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 337 (340) : 41 Cri L Jour 545, Jagadish Dutt v. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Cal 682 (686) : 41 Cri L Jour 59 : I L E (1939) 1 Cal 187, C. B. 

Pluchiett v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 73 (74) : 23 Cri L Jour 342, Hari Charan Das v. Emperor. 
(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 41 (42), Queen v. Nimchand Moohcrjcc. 

(’9S) 2 Cal W N 702 (706), Queen-Empress v. Bhairab Chunder. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 72 (72) : 19 Cri L Jour 959, Emperor v. Kahili Katoni. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 65 (119) : 7 Low Bur Rul 143 : 15 Cri L Jour 80 (FB), 
G. S. Clifford v. Emperor. 

[See also (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 579 (583) : 40 Cr.L.J. 147, Yusuf Mia v. Emperor. 
(The essential point for determination is whether ease against accused has been 
fairly brought to notice of jury which may guide them in deciding whether 
accused is guilty or not.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 191 (193) : 38 Cri L Jour 129, Bajcndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(High Court should not be too critical.)] • 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 52 (54) : 37 Cri L Jour 366 : 60 Bom 599 (FB), Puitan 
Hasan v. Emperor. 

Note 16 


J. (’33) AIR 1933 P C 208 (209) : 60 I A 354 : 34 Cr. L. J. 843 : 12 Pat 811 (PC), 
Eas Bchari Lai v. Emperor. 

[See also (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 598 (598) : 6 BomLR 535, Emperor v. Bhavanrao.] 

Note 17 


1. (’26) AIR 1926 Nag 53 (54) : 26 Cri L Jour 1090, Bamprasad v. Emperor. 
(Neither evidence for prosecution was summed up nor was law laid down for 
guidance of the jury.) 

(’66) 5 Suth TV R Cr 68 (69), Queen v. Jehen Bahsh. (Evidence not analysed and 
arranged.) 

’03) 30 Cal 822 (830) : 7 Cal W N 639, Birendra Lai Bhaduri v. Emperor. 
(Charge did not show what the facts were, what the evidence was, or what the 
•case of the defence was.) 
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whether there was a failure of justice consequent on such bad charge. 2 
See also Note 13. 

18. When Judge can re-charge the jury. — In cases where 
the jury returns an unintelligible verdict, the Judge instead of asking 
questions under S. 303 may again sum up the case to them and direct 
them to give a fresh verdict . 1 

But the Judge cannot re-charge the jury and ask them to return 
a fresh verdict merely because he disagrees with their first verdict . 2 


_ 2. 98.* (1) In such cases it is the 

Duly . fJ »a se . duty tf the Judge- 

(a) to decide all questions of law arising in 

the course of the trial, and especially all 
questions as to the relevancy of facts 
which it is proposed to prove, and the 
admissibility of evidence or the propriety 
of questions asked by or on behalf of the 
parties ; and, in his discretion, to prevent 
the production of inadmissible evidence, 
whether it is or is not objected to by the 
parties ; 

(b) to decide upon the meaning and construction 

of all documents given in evidence at the 
trial ; 

(c) to decide upon all matters of fact which 

it may be necessary to prove in order tO' 

* 1882 : S. 298; 1872 : S. 256; 1861— Nil. 


(’6S) 9 Suth W B Cr 52 (54), Queen v. Denonath Bujjur. (Charge of giving false 
evidence — Jury’s attention was not called to intention of the accused.) 

(’21) AIE 1921 Cal 269 (270) : 23 Cri L Jour 41, Gangadhar Goala v. Reginald 
William Lemon Reed. 

[Sec (’29) AIE 1929 Cal 182 (1S5) : 56 Cal 840 : 30 Cri L Jour 580, Babarali 
Sardar v. Emperor. (Charge cannot be said to be bad unless it is insufficient.)] 
2. (’24) 25 Cri L Jour 294 (296) : 76 Ind Cas 966 (Cal) (FB), Emperor v. Cliaru 
Chundcr Muhcrjec. 

(’66) 5 Suth W E Cr SO (88), In re Elahec Baksli. 

(1864) 1864 Suth W B Gap Cr 15 (15), Queen v. Mahadeo. (Different trial against 
a different prisoner for the same crime — No new charge delivered but the charge 
to the former jury read out — The former charge being applicable to the present 
trial, High Court did not interfere.) 

[Sec (’70) 14 Suth W B Cr 66 (66), Queen v. Sitwa. (Evidence on both sides not 
summed up — High Court refused to interfere on this ground alone.)] 

Note 18 

1. (’30) AIE 1930 Cal 320 (320) : 57 Cal 61 : 31 Cr.L.J. 761, Hamid Aliy .Emperor- 
See also S. 302 Note 1 and S. 304 Note 1. 

2. (’35) AIE 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cri L Jour 1377, Dori v. Emperor, 
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enable evidence of particular matters to 
be given; 

(d) to decide whether any question which arises 
is for himself or for the jury, and upon this 
point his decision shall bind the jurors. 

(2) The Judge may, if he thinks xiroper, in the 
course of his summing up, express to the jury his 
opinion upon any question of fact, or upon any 
question of mixed law and fact, relevant to the 
proceeding. 

Illustrations 

(a) It is proposed to prove a statement made by a person not being a witness 
in the case, on the ground that circumstances are proved which render evidence of 
such statement admissible. 


It is for the Judge, and not for the jury, to decide whether the existence of 
those circumstances has been proved. 

(b) It is proposed to give secondary evidence of a document the original of 
which is alleged to have been lost or destroyed. 

It is the duty of the Judge to decide whether the original has been lost or 
destroyed. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope and object of the section. 

2. “Judge to decide all questions 

of law arising in the course of 
the trial.” 

3. Relevancy and admissibility to 

be decided by the Judge. 

4. “Propriety of questions asked 

by or on behalf of the parties.” 

5. “To prevent the production of 

inadmissible evidence whether 
it is or is not objected to by the 
parties." 


6. “In his discretion.” 

7. Construction of documents — 

Clause (b). 

8. “ To decide upon all matters- 

.... to enable evidence of 
particular matters to be given" 
— Clause (c). 

9. When and how far a Judge may 

give his opinion on question of 
fact — Sub-section (2). 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Competency of witnesses. See Note 2. 

Evidence to be heard and not prior 
depositions. See Note 3. 

Functions of Judge and jury distinct, - 
See Note 1. 

Inadmissible evidence.- See Notes 3, 5 
and 6. 

Judge’s opinion and jury's liberty to 
form their own. See Note 9. 


Misdirection. See Note 9. 

Objections to evidence to be heard in 
absence of jury. See Note 3. 

Sufficiency of evidence for jury. See 
Note 1. 

Value of confessions. See Note 3. 
Voluntary nature of confessions for 
i Judge. See Note 3. 


1. Scope and object of the section. — This section and the next, 
specify the duties of the Judge and the jury respectively 1 and embody 


Section 298 — Note I 

1. (’95) 19 Bom 741 (742, 743), Queen-Empress v. Rego Montopoulo. 

[See (’40) AIR. 1940 Oudh 337 (340) : 41 Cr.L. J. 545, Jagdish Butt v. Emperor. 
(In this case it was observed that the section does not lay down any principles 
on the question of misdirection but that it does lay down what are the duties 
of a Judge trying a criminal case with the aid of a jury both in the course of 
the trial and in the course of the summing up — It is not clear what exactly is 
meant by this, seeing that a transgression of the duties laid down in the section 
in summing up would clearly be a misdirection and that sub-s. (2) clearly deals 
with what a Judge may say in his charge.)] 


Section 298 : 
Note 1 
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the general principle that the question what the jury are to receive is 
for the Judge and what they are to believe is for the jury; in other 
words, the question whether there is any evidence is for the Judge ; 
whether there is sufficient evidence is for the jury. 2 

The provisions of . this section show that the Judge should evince 
an interest in the case even from its beginning. 3 

2. “Judge to decide all questions of law arising in the 
course of the trial.” — The decision on all questions of law arising 
in the course of the trial is solely for the Judge 1 whose direction thereon 
is absolute and binding on the jury. 2 In other words, the jury is to take 
the law from the Judge. 3 

The following questions are for the Judge : 

<l) Whether, when an adult woman had consented to sexual intercourse 
it would be an offence of rape within the meaning of the Penal 
Code. 4 

<2) In a case of defamation whether the imputation found to have been 
made and the harm found to have been the probable or expected 
result were such as to satisfy the definition of the offence of 
defamation. 5 

<3) Whether a particular communication is a privileged one or not. 0 
{4) Whether any evidence had been given on which the jury could 
properly find the question for the party on whom the onus of proof 
lies. 7 

(5) Whether a person is an accomplice. 8 The High Court of Calcutta 
has, however, taken the view that it is the duty of the Judge only 
to put all the facts before the jury and it is for them to decide 
whether he is an accomplice whose testimony has to be received 
with caution. 0 

<G) Whether there is corroboration. 10 


2. (’89) 1S89 Eat 452 (453), Queen-Empress v. Lai Singh. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 All 534 (536) : 32 Cr. L. J. 158, Suraj Prasad v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 190 (192) : 40 Cri L Jour 437, Emperor v. Labbai Eutli. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 236 (238) : 1 Pat L Jour 317 : 17 Cri L Jour 353(355), Eknath 

Sahay v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 200 (202) : 28 Cri L Jour 201, Isu Sheikh v. Emperor. 

. [ See (’67) 8 Sutli W R Cr 87 (S8), Queen v. Nobo Eisto Ghose .] 

2. (’73) 20 Sutli W R Cr 41 (42), Queen v. Nim Chand. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal ,57 (60): 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cr. L. J. 435, Rcbati Mohan v. Emperor. 
(The question as to vliat amounts or does not amount in law to evidence.) 

3. (’95) 1895 Rat 736 (737), Queen-Empress v. Bharmia. 

4. (’95) 19 Bom 735 (736), Queen-Empress v. Madhav Bao. 

5. (’79) 1879 Rat 140 (140), In re Pitamber. 

•6. (’68) 10 Sutli W R Cr 14 (14) : 1 Beng L R App Cr 8, Queen v. Chandra Kant. 
[Sec (’98) 25 Cal 736 (741) : 2 C W N 484, Abbaspeada v. Queen-Empress. ] 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 190 (192) : 40 Cri L Jour 437, Emperor v. Labbai Kutti. 
f’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (777): 16Cr.L.J.561(565)(FB), Emperor v.TJpendra Nath. 

8. (’03) 26 Mad 1 (6, 7) : 2 Weir 521, Emperor v. Smitlier. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 460 (461) : 28 Cri L Jour 278, E. St. C. Moss v. Emperor. 
10. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 295 (296, 297) : 33 Cr. L. J . 477 , Golam Asphia v. Emperor. 
[See also (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (59) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cri L Jour 435, Bebati 
Mohan v. Emperor. (Cuming, J. doubted but followed on authority; Lort- 
Williams, J. contra.) 
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(7) Whether a witness is capable of testifying as a witness, though, after 
the Judge has decided in favour of his competency, it is for the 

■ jury to decide on the amount of credit to be given to such a witness. 11 
So the question whether a child 12 or a deaf and dumb person 13 or one 
who is unable to take the oath 14 can be examined as a witness should 
be decided by the Judge as provided by S. 118 of the Evidence Act. 

<8) Whether a charge under S. 498 of the Penal Code is proper in the 
absence of a complaint under s. 199, Criminal Procedure Code. 15 
' See also the undermentioned case. 15 

3. Releyancy and admissibility to be decided by the Judge. 
— It is the duty of the Judge to decide whether a certain piece of 
evidence is admissible or relevant. 1 In introducing evidence in a trial 
with the aid of a jury, the Judge should be very careful to see that 
there is no miscarriage of justice’. 2 He should decide about the admis- 
sibility as and when the question arises and should, if the evidence is 
inadmissible, shut it out from the jury. 3 The moment to decide the 
question of admissibility is when the evidence is sought to be admitted. 4 
If inadmissible evidence is once let in, any later exhortation to the jury 
to ignore that will be insufficient (see Note ll to S. 297). It is always 
desirable that the jury should be asked to retire from the Court when 
the question as to the admissibility of a particular piece of evidence is 
being discussed. 5 The Judge should decide that a confession is voluntary 
before admitting it and placing it before the jury, 0 although such a 

11. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 276 (279) : 14Cr.L.J. 485: 41 Cal 406 ,Nafar v. Emperor. 

12. (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 60 (60), Queen v. Hosseinee. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 412 (413, 414) : 11 C W N 51, Sheikh Fakir v. Emperor. 

•(’23) AIR 1923 Lab 332 (333) : 25 Cri L Jour 317, Hussain Khan v. Emperor. 

13. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 271 (271) : 14 Ind Cas 655 (Mad), Vcnkattan v. Emperor. 

14. (’18) AIR 1918 Bom 212 (213) : 19 Cri L Jour 593, Emperor v. Hari Bamji. 

15. (’35) AIR. 1935 Pat 357 (357):36 Cr.L. J.856: 14 Pat 717, Bamjanam v. Emperor. 

16. (’37) AIR 1937 Lah 127 (130) : 17 Lah 547 : 38 Cr. L. J. 472, Mangal Singh 
v. Emperor. (Murder trial — Accused not able to explain suspicious circumstances 
against him appearing in circumstantial evidence — Question of inference of guilt 
in suoh cases is one of fact and not of law.) 

■ Note 3 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (462) : 39 Cri L Jour 674, Ebadi Khan v. Emperor. 
(Admissibility of first information report.) 

■(’89) 1889 Rat 452 (453, 456), Queen-Empress v. Lai Singh. 

■(’89) 1889 Rat 491 (492), Queen-Empress v. Tulsaji. 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 115 (126) : 29 Sind L R 121 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1310, Bhurasingh 
■v. Emperor. (Evidence of previous conviction.) 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 147 (149): 27 Cr. L. J. 277, Keramat Mandalv. Emperor. 

3. (’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 332 (333) : 8 Bom LB 697, Emperor v.Bhagivedu. (Judge to be 
satisfied that a confession was voluntarily made.) 

•(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 184 (186) : 20 Cri L Jour 305, Kapur Singh v. Emperor. 
•(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 617 (620) : 30 Cr. L. J. 993 (SB), Padam Prashadv. Emperor. 
(Admissibility of documents.) 

(’94) 1894 Rat 730 (731), Queen-Empress v. Balappa. (Retracted confession.) 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 201 (205) : 26 S. L. R. 302 : 34 Cr.L.J.147,P7mr7i0 y. Emperor. 

5. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 835 (837) : 34 Cr. L. J. 1087 (SB), Kali Charan v. Emperor. 
(The question of retracted confession.) 

■8. (’36) 37 Cr.L. J. 1084 (1085) : 165 Ind Cas 127 : 63 Cal 833 (FB), Badan Ali v. 
Emperor. (In this case it is held that the question whether the confession is 
voluntarily made or not, is a question of law to be determined by the Judge from 
the facts as a condition precedent to its admission: Burton v. State, 107 Ala, 108 
(American case) followed — In view of cl. (c) of this section, the question is only 
•of academic interest.) 


Section 298 
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Section 298 question is one of fact. The reason is that all facts - preliminary to the 
Note 3 admissibility of evidence are for the Court . 7 The Judge is not concerned 
with the truth of the confession, even if he is satisfied that it is true, 
hut if its voluntary nature is doubted then the Judge should exclude it 
under the law . 8 When the Judge has decided on its admissibility, it is 
for the jury to see whether it is true and can be relied upon, and one 
test which they will apply is whether it appears to them to have been, 
freely and voluntarily made . 9 See also the undermentioned cases . 10 
Similarly, the Judge has to see if the confession is vitiated by any other 
circumstance mentioned in ss. 24, 25, etc., of. the Evidence Act . 11 He 
should never leave it to the jury to decide about the admissibility of 
the confession . 12 Where a Judge admits a first information report into 
evidence, he should leave the matter entirely free to the jury as to what 
weight they should attach to it. It is not proper for him to give his 
reasons for admitting the document. He should merely state that he 


(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 227 (229) : 37 Cr. L. J. 676 : 63 Cal 1089, Bhdkta Bhusan v. 
Emperor. (In this case it was remarked by Cunlifie, J. that the voluntary or 
involuntary nature of a confession involves a mixed question of both fact and law 
• — But the question is only of academic interest in view of cl. (c) of this section.)- 
(1901) 25 Bom 168 (171, 172) : 2 Bom L B 761, Queen-Empress v. Basvanta. 

7. (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 164 (174) : 32 Bom 111 : 9 Bom L B 789 (FB), Emperor v. 
Narayan Baghunath Patki. 

8. (’25) AIB AIE 1925 Cal 587 (588) : 52 Cal 67 : 26 Cri L Jour 782, Emperor v. 
Paneiikari Butt, 

9. (’36) 37 Cr.L.J. 1084(1085) :165I. C. 127 :63 Cal 833 (FB), Badan Ali v. Emperor. 
(The jury may, therefore, in the exercise of their authority, and within their 
province, determine that the confessions are untrue or not entitled to any weight, 
upon the grounds that they were not voluntarily made. Burton v. State 107 Ala. 
108 (American case) followed.) 

(’36) AIB 1936 Cal 227 (228) : 37 Cr. L. J. 676 : 63 Cal 1089, Bhaktav. Emperor. 
(>35) AIB 1935 Cal 30S (309) : 36 Cri L Jour 921, Kishori Kishorc v. Emperor.. 
(’18) AIB 1918 Cal 72 (72) : 19 Cri L Jour 959, Emperor v. Kabili Katoni. . 
(’98) 1898 Bat 952 (952), Queen-Empress v. Balya Dagdu. 

(’34) ADR 1934 Cal 853 (855, 856) : 62 Cal 312 : 36 Cri L Jour 485, Kasimuddin. 
v. Emperor. (Judge saying that voluntary nature of confession should be treated 
by them as concluded by his decision to admit it in evidence commits a misdirec- 
tion in his charge.) 

'(’34) AIB 1934 Cal 636 (640) : 61 Cal 399 : 35 Cri L Jour 1479, NayebShahanav. 
Emperor. 

10. (’29) AIB 1929 Cal 726 (727, 728) : 57 Cal 649 : 31 Cr. L. J. 909, Ehiro Mondal 
v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIB 1925 Cal 887 (888) : 26 Cri L Jour 606, Sheikh Abdiil v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 65 (66, 6S) : 2 Ind Cas 517 (Bom), Emperor v. Ecsari Dayal. 

11. (1900) 27 Cal 295 (302) : 4 C W N 129, Qucen-Emprcssv.JadubBas. (Confes- 
sion to police-officer.) 

(’17) AIB 1917 Low Bur 93 (93) : 18 Cri L Jour 383 (384), Nga Ba v. Emperor. 
(Confession caused by inducement.) 

(’21) AIR1921Bom70(71) : 45Boml0S6 : 22Gr.LJ .SIS, DinanatliY.Emperor. (Do.) 
(1865) 4 Sutk WBCrl(2), Queen v. GuncshKoormcc. (Confession caused by force.)- 
(’19) AIB 1919 Cal 11 (13) : 20 Cr. L. J.S3B,MobarakAliY.Empcror. (Confession 
under the influence of police.) 

(’15) AIB 1915 Bom 249.(252) : 40 Bom 220 : 17 Cr. L. J. 133, Fakira Appaya v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’16) AIB 1916 Cal 352 (352, 353) : 17 Cr. L. J. 188 (189), Emperor v.AusliiBibi. 
(Confession under inducement from the president of panchayat.) 

12. (’95) 1895 Bat 748 (749), Queen-Empress v. Menga Budhia. 

(’33) AIB 1933 Cal 187 (188) : 34 Cri L Jour 369, Baldeo v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIB 1918 Cal 88 (91) : 19 Cr.L,J.305 : 45 Cal 557, Amiruddin v. Emperor. 
f’96) 1896 Bat 842 (842), Queen-Empress v. Gann. 

(’14) AIB 1914 Bom 305 (306): 38 Bom 156 : 14 Cr. L. J. 625, Gangapa v. Emperor- 
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admits the document in evidence and should lay it before the jury. 13 

The Judge should see that witnesses depose before the jury the 
facts known to them ; it is irregular to read their deposition in the 
prior trial and ask them if it is true. See also the undermentioned 
case, 14 where the advantage of the jury hearing the evidence as it is 
deposed to by the witnesses before them is pointed out. 

See also the undermentioned decision 15 as to whether a Judge’s 
admission of evidence amounts to a “decision” within the meaning of 
Letters Patent, clause 26. Where certain evidence is wrongly admitted 
but the course of the trial is not in any way deflected thereby it, would 
form no ground on' which an application under Clause 39 of the Letters 
Patent (Eangoon) can be based. 16 

5. “Propriety of questions asked by or on behalf of the 
parties.” — See Ss.148 to 152 of the Evidence Act. The Judge should 
control the examination -in-chief by the prosecution and allow only 
legal questions to be put in a legal way. 1 Similarly, it is his duty 
to control the cross-examination in such a way as to disallow any 
question which is improper or misleading. 2 

5. “To preyent the production of inadmissible evidence, 
whether it is or is not objected to by the parties.” — An erroneous 
omission on the part of the parties to object to the admissibility of 
a piece of evidence will not render it admissible if otherwise it is 
not. 1 This section, therefore, provides that the Judge may prevent the 
production of inadmissible evidence, whether it is or is not objected to 
by the parties. 111 


13. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (462) : 39 Cri L Jour 674, Ebadi Khan v. Emperor. 

14. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 17(19):4Lah 382:25 Cr.LJ.377, John Thomas v. Emperor. 

15. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 486 (495) : 58 Mad 523 : 36 Cri L Jour 1398(1418, 1425) 
(FB), Emperor v. Ramanuja Ay yang ar. (It does not so amount.) 

16. (’35) AIR 1935 Bang 214 (218): 13 Bang 141 : 36Cr.L.J. 1232, Scott v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 146 (152) : 19 Cr.L.J. 789, Ritbaran Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Lali 667 (668) : 34 Cri L Jour 606, Abbas Ali v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’97) 19 All 76 (92) : 23 I A 106 : 7 Sar 73 (PC), A.B. Miller v. Madho Das. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 244 (245) : 44 Bom 192, Narhari Eari v. Ambabai Balkrishna. 
(’03) 26 Mad 38 (40) : 2 Weir 733, Thandraya Mudali v. Emperor. 
la. (’74) 11 Bom H C R Cr 44 (45), Reg. v. Day a Anand. 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 65 (67) : 2 Ind Cas 517 (Bora), Emperor v. Eesari Dayal Kanji. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 587 (588) : 52 Cal 67 : 26 Cr. L. J. 782, Emperor v. Ranch 
Kari Dutt. ... 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 887 (888) : 26 Cri L Jour 606, Sheikh Abdul v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 201 (204, 205) : 26 Sind L R 302 : 34 Cr. L. J. 147, Pharho 
, Shahwali v. Emperor. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 72 (72), Queen v. Bhekoo Singh. 

[See (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 345 (345): 32 Cr.L.J. 1025, Phekan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 2 (2), Queen v. Kali Cham Gangooly. (Hearsay evidence.) 
(’64-66) 2 Bom H C R 125 (126), Reg. v. Timmi. (Evidence of character and 
previous conduct of a prisoner ought not to be allowed to go to the jury.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 11 (12), Queen v. Phool Chand. (Evidence as to previous 
■ conviction and bad character.) 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 57 (58), Queenv. Ram Gopal Dhur. 

~ <’71) 15- Suth W R Cr 37 (39) : 6 Beng LR App 108, Queen v. Mahima Chandra 
Dass. (Hearsay evidence.) 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 39 (39), Queen v. Kulum Sheikh. (Evidence as to previous 
- bad character.) 
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Section 298 
Notes 5-8 


In Abbas Peada v. Queen-Empress,- their Lordships of the 
Calcutta High Court observed : 

“ This is a wise provision of the law, because in many of these eases tried 
in the Sessions Court by a jury, sometimes the prisoners are not defended at all, 
and sometimes defended by persons not fully qualified for their work. It is, 
therefore, the duty of the Judge to see that evidence, which is not admissible in 
itself, should not be allowed to go in to the prejudice of the accused.” 

The fact that the accused puts forward some particular ground 
for holding that certain evidence is not admissible does not relieve the 
Judge of his duty to look into all the circumstances in order to judge 
whether the evidence is admissible or not . 3 If by accident such 
inadmissible evidence is let in, the Judge must distinctly tell the jury 
to guard themselves from being influenced by it . 4 It is impossible, 
however, to say, even in such cases, that the minds of the jury were 
not affected in any way by the admission of inadmissible evidence . 5 
Where such admission has been prejudicial to the accused, the trial 
will he vitiated . 6 

6. “ In his discretion.” — It is difficult- to understand the object 
of these words in this section. Granted that a piece of the evidence 
which is about to be let in, is inadmissible under law, it is impossible 
to say that the Judge can have a discretion to allow its admission or 
not. The judicial decisions under this section have in fact held that it 
is the duty of the Judge to prevent inadmissible evidence going in. 

7. Construction of documents — Clause (b). — It is the duty 
of the Judge to decide upon the meaning and construction of all the 
documents given in evidence . 1 He will be in error if he leaves the 
legal construction of a letter or other document to the jury . 2 See also 
the undermentioned case . 3 


8. "To decide upon all matters .... to enable evidence of 
particular matters to be given” — Clause (c). — This clause 
refers only to a finding on a question of fact which it is necessary to 
prove to make other evidence admissible . 1 Thus, the question whether 


(’26) AIE 1926 Gal 793 (794) : 27 Cr. L. J. 641, Galmr Howldar v. Emperor. 
(’97) 1897 Eat 924(925), Queen-Empress v. Soma Dalji. (Judge should not refer 
to evidence before the committing Magistrate without making the depositions 
exhibits in his own proceedings.) 

(’SO) 5 Cal 76S (769) : 6 G L B 219, Roshun Doosadh v. Empress.} 

2. (’98) 25 Cal 736 (740) : 2 G W N 484. 

3. (’25) AIE 1925 Cal 587 (588) : 52 Cal 67 : 26 Cr. L. J. 7S2, Emperor v. Punch 
Kari Dutt. 

4. (’6S) 10 Suth W E Cr 17 (19), Queen v. Byhant Nath Baiter jee. 

5. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 142 (142) : 23 Gri L Jour 141, Madodar Bam v. Emperor . 
(’03) 27 Bom 626 (632, 633) : 5 Bom L B 599, Emperor v. Yaman Shivram. 

6. (’94) 21 Cal 955 (979), Wafadar Khan v. Queen-Empress. 

(’84) 10 Cal 775 (777), Queen-Empress v. Uzeer. 

[Sec (’07) 5 Cr.L. J. 427(429):34 Cal 698 :11 C W N 666, J atindra Nath v. Emperor .] 

Note 7 


1. (’33) AIE 1933 PC7 (10) : 34 Cr.L.J.550 (PC), Albert Godamune v. The King . 

2. (1865) 3 Suth W E Cr 69 (69), Queen-Empress v. Setul Ghunder. 

3. (’04) 28 Bom 533 (545) : 1 Cr.L.J. 390 : 6 Bom L E 379, Emperor v. Banhat- 
ram Lachiman. 


Note 8 

1. (’15) AIE 1915 Cal 667(674):16Cr.L.J.6o:42Cal856,Sas7iiBaj6aas7iiv.I3mperor. 
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an accused person was in police custody while making a confession is 
to he decided by the Judge. 2 Similarly, the Court has to find the 
preliminary facts before admitting secondary evidence or statements 
under S. 32, sub-s.(l) or s. 33 of the Evidence Act. 3 But where an 
approver whose pardon has been revoked is tried for the offence as 
provided for under S. 339, and where under that section he pleads that 
he has complied with the conditions of the pardon, the question 
whether he has forfeited the pardon is one for the jury and not for 
the Judge. 4 

The Judge should always first decide the preliminary point on 
which the admissibility of other evidence depends. It is always 
dangerous to give in advance evidence the admissibility of which 
depends on what other witnesses may say. 5 

The Judge has ample powers under S. 165 of the Evidence Act to 
put any question to the witness or to examine any witness. 0 

As to the duty of the Judge to decide about the voluntary 
character of a confession, see Note 3. 

9. When and how far a Judge may give his opinion on 
question of fact — Sub-section (2), — It is within the competence 
of a Judge in charging the jury to express his own opinion on facts 
and make his own suggestions on any points raised. It is for the jury 
to accept or reject the view of the Judge. 1 In many cases it is not 
merely permissible but also desirable that the Judge should tell the 
jury what view he has taken of the facts in order to enable them to 
consider the facts properly and arrive at their own decision on them. 2 
The jurors have no experience in the matter of sifting evidence and 

2. (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 325 (327) : 31 Mad 127 : 18 M L J 66, In re Sankappa Rai. 

3. (’71) 15 Sath W R Cr 11 (13, 14), In the case of Sheikh Tenoo. 

4. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 254(255) :'33 Mad 514 : 5 I.C. 831, In re AligiriswamiNaickcn. 
(’15)AIR1915Cal6G7(674):16Cr.L.J.65(67):42Cal856,Sas7»i?o^6B«s7jiv. Emperor. 
See also S. 339A Note 3. 

5. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 514 (517) : 46 Cal 895 : 20 Cr.L.J. 324, Romesh v. Emperor. 

6. (’86) 1886 Rat 245 (248), Queen-Empress v. Rupya. 

Note 9 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224), Bapurao v. Emperor. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 207 (209), Emperor v. Appunna Devappa. 

(’96) 1896 Rat 842 (843), Queen-Empress v. Ganu. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 622 (623) : 50 All 540 : 29 Cr. L. J. 342, Emperor v.Slico Din. 
(Opinion on the value of evidence.) 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 34 (34), In re Divarakanath Sen. 

(’68-69) 5 Bom H C R Cr 85 (97), Reg. v. Fattechand. (Impressions on evidence.)' 
(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 17 (17), Queen v. Bustee Khan. (Judge warning the jury 
not to disbelieve a mass of otherwise consistent evidence.) 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 821 (822) : 40 Cal 367 : 17 I. C, 565, Samaruddin v. Emperor. 

(Suggestion by Judge that real case might be between cases alleged by both sides.)' 
•(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 601 (603) : 33 Cri L Jour 11, Bhondar v. Emperor. 

•(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 575 (575) : 22 Cr. L. J. 1250, Baijnath Mahton v. Emperor. 

• (Judge pointing out to jury the way in which discrepancies should be looked into.)' 
2/ (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 658 (661) : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 636 : 40 Cr. L. J. 101, Abdul 
Gafur v. Emperor. 

(’37) 1937 Mad W N 552 (553), Subba Valayan v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 164 (164) : 37 Cr. L. J. 182 : 11 Luck 687, Satdeo v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 516 (519) : 37 Cr. L. J. 909 : 59 Mad 904, Rathanasabapathy 
v. Public Prosecutor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 269 (270), Abdul Razak v. Emperor. 
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.■Section 298 weighing probabilities and consequently stand in need of intelligent 

Rote 9 guidance from the Judge . 3 It is, therefore, necessary that all help 

should be given to them .' 4 It has been held that a charge which 
succeeds in avoiding any expression of opinion by Judge is the most 
colourless and unhelpful one , 6 and in a recent case it was observed 
that if a Judge with all his advantages forms a definite and strong 
opinion that the evidence is not sufficient for a conviction, it is 
dangerous to leave the matter to the jury without a strong indication 
of such opinion . 0 

In so expressing his opinion the Judge should remember that the 
jury are the final judges of fact. The Judge should, in cases where he 
expresses his opinion, tell the jury in the clearest terms that the 
responsibility for the decision is theirs and that they have to make up 
their minds themselves and that they need not rely on any opinion of 
his on the facts. He must warn them that his opinion is not binding 
on them . 7 This warning should not be given in a formal way either at 
the beginning or at the end of the charge, but should be given at the 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 214 (21G) : 13 Rang 141 : 3GCr.L. J. 1232, Scott v. Emperor. 
[See (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 622 (G23) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1216, Mahomed Samiruddin v. 
Emperor. (Definite case by prosecution — Failure to prove same — Failure of 
Judge to point out this to jury — Charge is defective.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 31 (32) : 3G Cr. L. J. 480, Kasimuddm v. Emperor. (Judge 
thinking that evidence is so weak that there are grave doubts as to guilt of 
accused — Omission to direct jury to give accused benefit of doubt may amount to 
misdirection.)] 

3. (’GG) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (94) : Beng L R Sup Yol 459, Queen v.ElahiBux. 
(1SG4) 18G4 Suth W R Sup 5 (5), Queen v. Abdul Julccl. 

4. (’2G) AIR 192G Cal 235 (239) : 53 Cal 181 : 2G Cr. L. J. 1577, Abdul Gani v. 
Emperor. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 221 (224), Bapurao v. Emperor. 

■(’37) 1937 Mad W N 552 (553), Subba Y dlayyan v. Emperor. (Charge to jury held 
was very colourless and gave no hint as to what the Judge himself thought of the 
evidence.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 742 (74G) : 31 Cr. L. J. G73 : 57 Cal 740, Nagcndra Nath v. 
Emperor. 

6. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 752 (755) : 33 Cri L Jour S3, Sali Sheikh v. Emperor. 

7. (’37) 1937 Mad V N 552 (553), Subba Yalayan v. Emperor. 

(’3G) AIR 193G Mad 516 (519) : 37 Cr. L. J. 909 : 59 Mad 90l,Rathanasabapathy 
v. Public Prosecutor. 

•(’36) 1936 O W N 201 (203), Wajid Husain v. Emperor. (But where the Judge 
expressed his opinion by dubbing the accused ‘burglars’ and remarked “probably 
an account of the prompt action of the police all the three accused delivered the 
property which they had stolen in the aforesaid theft” — Held, that the manner 
in which the Judge delivered himself of his opinion as to the guilt of the accused 
was highly improper and must have prejudiced the accused.) 

-(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 164 (164) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1S2 : 11 Luck 687, Scitdcov. Emperor. 
(There is no misdirection if the Judge while expressing his opinion on evidence 
gives a proper warning to the jury.) 

(’33) AIR- 1933 Cal 190 (192) : 34 Cri L Jour 430, Eusuff Ali v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 34 (35) : 15 Cri L Jour 257, C. H. Browne v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 296 (300); 53 Bom 479 : 31 Cr. L. J. 65, Emperor v. G. E. Ring. 
•(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 427 (429) : 34 Cal 698 : 11 OWN QGG,Jatindra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 105 (105) : 26 Cri L Jour 1553, Fazaruddin v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 752 (755) : 33 Cri L Jour 85, Sali Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 320 (323), Arumuga Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 96 (100) : 34 Cri L Jour 421, Raghunath v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (31G) : 8 Pat 344 : 30 Cr.L.J. 721, Ramdas Rai v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 238 (239) : 24 Cri L Jour 495, Gajo Singh v. Emperor. 

•(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 122 (123) : 35 Cri L Jour 502, Hadi Hussain v. Emperor . 
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moment when the Judge has forcibly or otherwise expressed his opinion 
to the jury , 8 though it must be remembered that in the course of a 
lengthy charge the Judge cannot be expected to pause always to 
assure the jury that the matters of fact are matters for them . 9 In a 
decision of the Chief Court of Oudh , 10 Stuart, C. J., observed : 

“ If the Judge attempts to take the case out of the jury’s province by something 
in the nature of imposing his own view upon the jury, it is a case of misdirection, 
but if a Judge simply states the opinion, which the law allows him to state, in 
such a manner that intelligent jurymen should see for themselves that it is only 
his opinion and nothing else, it is not necessary for him to add as a safeguard a 
remark that it is only his opinion and that the jury are perfectly at liberty to 
form their own.” 

The Judge should not usurp the functions of the jury but should 
allow them to give a’ finding and for that purpose should present the 
case to the jury in a dispassionate and impartial manner . 11 He should 
not ■ sum up in too strong and unqualified terms or give a decided 
opinion on the case , 12 he should not thrust his own opinion on them 
so as to dictate to them their verdicts 13 nor should he be dogmatic 
in his expression of the opinion 14 or persuade the jury to accept his 


{’29) AIR 1929 Cal 742 (746): 31 Cr.L. J. G73: 57 Cal 740, Nagendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 269 (270), Abdul Bazak v. Emperor. 

(’03) 8 Cr.L.J. G (8) : 35 Cal 531 : 12 C W N 774 : 7 C. L. J. 599, Natabar Ghose 
v. Emperor. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 144 (14S) : 10 C W N 153, Sourendra Nath Mitra v. Emperor. 
(’9S) 25 Cal 230 (231, 232), Ali Fakir v. Queen-Empress. 

(’S4) 10 Cal 970 (972), Queen-Empress v. Bcpin Biswas. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 872 (874): 52 Cal 595 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1037, Lcdu Holla v. Emperor. 
(1864) 1SG4 Suth W R Sup 5 (5), Queen v. Abdool J 'uleel. 

(’99) 23 Rom 316 (317), Queen-Empress v. Gangia. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 309 (311): 13 Pat. 529: 35 Cr.L.J. 1104, Nanhak Ahirv. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 214 (216) : 13 Rang 141 : 36 Cr.L.J. 1232, Scott v, Emperor. 
[See (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 17 (18) : 158 I. C. 172, Watson v. Emperor. (Question of 
reasonable doubt — Judge discussing the question and at the close of the charge 
warning the jury that they are themselves to weigh the evidence and come to a 
finding on facts on their judgment — Held, there was no misdirection.)] 

8. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 77 (79) : 35 Cr. L. J. 483, Eamiraddi Sheikh v. Emperor. 

9. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 178(182) : 32 Cr.L.J. 190 (FB), Emperor v. Panchu Sheikh. 
[ See (’35) AIR 1935 All 928 (929), Srikishen v. Emperor. (It is not necessary for 

Judge on every occasion on which he expresses his opinion on a question of fact 
to tell the jury that they.are sole judges of questions of fact — It is sufficient if 
he makes that statement quite clearly to the jury at the end of his charge.)] 

[See also (1900) 4 Cal W N 196 (200), Bahamat Ali v. Empress .] 

10. (’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 326 (327, 328) : 29 Cri L Jour 721, Des Bag v. Emperor. 

11. ('21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (255) : 23 Cri L Jour 244, Emperor v. Taribulla. 

12. (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 259 (259) : 2 Luck 597 : 28 Cri L Jour 683, Nahru Mai 
v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR .1914 Cal 549 (550) : 15 Cri L Jour 147, Of el Molla v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 11 (11, 13) : 32 Cri L Jour 418, Jahura Bibi v. Emperor. 
(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Gunga Bishcn. 

(’98) 2 Weir 385 (386), In re Laxumana. 

13. (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr Letters 4 (4). 

(’06) 10 Cal W N lix (lx), Dera Shuttollah v. Emperor. 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 315 (317) : 7 Cal L Jour 246, Kali Singh v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 430 (432) : 31 Cri L Jour 1115, Monohar Mandal v. Emperor. 
n (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 533 (535) : 32 Cri L Jour 1101 (SB), Superintendent and 
Bemcmbrancer of Legal Affairs v. Puma Chandra Das. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 439 (442) : 26 Cri L Jour 567, Chhekhari Shaik v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 960(960,961) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1217, Emperor x. Sagarmal Agarwalla. 
.(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 683 (684) : 8 I. C. 573 (Mad), Public Prosecutor v. Papakka. 

14. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 170 (171, 172) : 30 Cr. L. J. 912, Dwarka Das v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 116 (123) : 25 Cri L Jour 7G1, Topandas v. Emperor. 

2Cr.l09. 
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Section 298 
Note 9 


Section 299 


opinion. 16 He should charge in such a my as not to create any 
impression in the mind of the jury that it was a direction from the 
Judge which they should follow 16 or that the opinion was the only 
opinion that could be arrived at from the evidence in the ease. 17 

If the Judge by his strong expression of opinion takes away the 
case from the province of the jury, then it will amount to a misdirec- 
tion. 18 But if on a whole review of the charge it appears that the 
case is left to the jury to decide, it will not amount to a misdirection. 19 
See also Note 11 to s. 297. 


Duty of jury. Q Q. :;: It is the duty of the jury — 

(a) to decide which view of the facts is true 
and then to return the verdict which under 
such view ought, according to the direction 
of the Judge, to he returned ; 

(1) ) to determine the meaning of all technical 
terms (other than terms of law) and words 
used in an unusual sense which it may he 
necessary to determine, whether such words 
occur in documents or not ; 

' 1882 : S. 299; 1872 : S. 257; 1861 — Nil. 


[Sec however (’-10) AIR 1910 Nag 221 (224), Bapurao v. Emperor. (Opinion even 
when it is couched in somewhat dogmntic and assertive language will not vitiate 
the charge if the Judge cautions the jury, as regards their duty as to the ques- 
tion of fact and their right to disregard his remarks.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Call78(lSl): 32 Cr.L. J. 190(FB), Emperor v. Panchu Sheikh. (Do.)] 

15. (’73) 19 Suth W R Cr71(73) : lOBengLRApp 36, Queen v. Bajcoomar Bose. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 107(114): 49 Cal 573 : 23 Cr.L. .J 657, Abdul Salimx. Emperor. 

(’90) 17 Cal 642 (6G6) (FB), Queen-Empress v. O'Hara. 

16. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 996 (997) : 27 Cr.L.J. 1038, Naibulla Shaikh v. Emperor. 

17. (’92) 14 All 25 (27) :1S91 All W N 170, Queen-Empress v. Hughes. 

(’95) 1S95 Rat 74S (748), Queen-Empress v. Mcnga Buclhia. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 51 (51), Queen v. Shumshcrc Beg. 

18. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 110 (112) : I L R (1937) Nag 123 : 3S Cr. L. J. 5S9, Fateh 
Md. v. Emperor. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 7 (S), Queen v. Bamgopal Dhur. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 326 (327) : 29 Cr. L. J. 721, Dcs Eaj Singh v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 171 (172) : 32 Cr. L.,J. 858 : 6 Luck 705, Mangalx. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 631 (632) : 2S Cr. L. J. 742, Emperor v. Bajab Ali Fakir. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 334 (334) : 5 I. C. 935 (Mad), In re Shivappa Higadc. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 311 (313) : 28 Oudh Cas 69 : 26 Cr. L. J. 310, Emperor v. 

Ali Baza. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 2 (3), In re Bharul Chundcr. 

[Sec (’71) 16 Suth W R Cr 20 (21), In re Huroo Saha .] 

19. (’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 337 (340) : 41 Cr. L. J. 545, Jagdish Dull v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 65S (661) : I L R (193S) 1 Cal 636 : 40 Cr. L. J. 101, Abdul 

Gafur v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (2S2) : 25 Cr. L. J. S17 (FB), Emperor x.BarendraEumar. s 
(’14) AIR 1914 P C 116 (124) : 15 Cr.L. J. 309 : 41 Cal 1023 : 8 Low Bur Rul 16: 

41 Ind Appl49: 1914 AC644 : 83 L JPC 299 : 111LT324(PC), Channing Arnold 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (943, 944) : 35 Cr. L. J. 668 : 56 All 210, Lala v. Emperor. 
(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 60 (60), Queen v. Scclhanath Ghosal. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 326 (327) : 29 Cr. L. J. 721, Des Baj Singh v. Emperor. 
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(c) to decide all questions which according to 
law are to he deemed questions of fact ; 


(cl) to decide whether general indefinite expres- 
sions do or do not apply to particular 
cases, unless such expressions refer to legal 
procedure or unless their meaning is ascer- 
tained by law, in either of which cases it 
is the duty of the Judge to decide their 
meaning. 

Illustrations 

(a) A is tried for the murder of B. 

It is the duty of the Judge to explain to the jury the distinction between 
murder and culpable homicide, and to tell them under what view of the facts A 
ought to be convicted of murder, or of culpable homicide, or to be acquitted. 

• It is the duty of the jury to decide which view of the facts is true and to 
return a verdict in accordance with the direction of the Judge, whether that 
direction is right or wrong, and whether they do or do not agree with it. 

(b) The question is whether a person entertained a reasonable belief on a 
particular point — whether work was done with reasonable skill or due diligence. 

Each of these is a question for the jury. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Duties of the Judge and jury 

respectively. 

3. Meaning of words. 


4. Voluntariness of confession. See 

S. 29S Note 3. 

5. Charge for graver offence — 

Verdict for smaller offence. 

6. Illustration (a) to the section. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Benefit of doubt. See Note 2. • 
Forfeiture of pardon. See S. 298 Note 8. 
Provocation. See Note 2. 

Questions of fact. See Note 2. 


Questions of law. See Note 2. 
Several accused. See S. 297 Note 7. 
Sufficiency of evidence. See Note 2. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced in 1882 — 

(1) The words “(other than terms of law)” were newly added. 

(2) The words “declared by the Indian Penal Code or by any other 
law to be questions of fact" were replaced by the words “which 
according to law are to be deemed questions of fact.” 


2. Duties of the Judge and jury respectively. — The different 
duties of the Judge and the jury are made clear in Ss. 297, 298 and in this 
section. Shortly stated, it is the duty of the Judge to lay down the 
law, and it is the duty of the jury to decide which view of the facts is 
true, in accordance with the directions of the Judge on the questions 
of law. 1 It is not the province of the Judge to decide upon the facts 

Section 299 — Note 2 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 421 (422) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1050 : 14 Rang 716 (FB), Emperor 
v. Nga E Pe. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 748 (749), Queen-Empress v, Menga Budliia. 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 50 (50, 51), Queen v. TJckoor Ghose. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 41 (42), Queen v. Nimchand Mookerjee. (What a Judge 
says to a jury upon the law is an absolute and binding direction upon them.) 


Section 299 
Notes 1-2 
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except in cases coming under clause (c), S. 29S(l). Nor is it the province 
of the jury to decide questions of law. 2 It is for the Judge to give 
direction to the jury on the following questions — 

(1) the admissibility of evidence, 3 or the capacity of a witness to 
depose, 4 or the legal sufficiency of the evidence, e. g., whether 
eye-witnesses are necessary in any particular case; 5 

(2) whether a person was in police custody while making a confession; 0 

(3) whether a confession under S. 25 of the Evidence Act should or 
should not be used in favour of a co-accused. 7 

See also Notes to sections 297 and 293. 

The Judge should not, however, allow the jury to resort to legal 
treatises during their consultation about the verdict, 8 or cite cases or 
rulings to them 0 or ask them to differentiate or form an opinion on 
those authorities. 10 

The following are all questions of fact which it is for the jury 
alone to determine — 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 69 (70, 71), Queen v. Sadhu Mundul. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 701 (702, 703) : 51 Cal 160 : 25 Cri L Jour 1000, Emperor 
v. Jamaldi Fakir. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (60) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cr. L. J. 435, JRcbati v. Emperor. 
(What amounts or does not amount in law to evidence is a question of law.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 273 (273) : 34 Cri L Jour 731, Emperor v. Sitalu. (Whether 
witnesses are to be believed or not is a question for jury.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 736 (737), Queen-Empress v. Bharmia. (The jury are not entitled to 
refer to commentary on law during their consultation about the verdict.) 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 4 (4), Queen v. Madaree Cliowlceedar. 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 2 [2), Queen v.Kali Charan. (Cause of death is to be left to jury.) 
(’6S) 9 Suth W R Cr 51 (52), Queen v. Shnmsherc Beg. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 1-5 (15) : 10 Beng L R App 10, Queen v. Bheekoo Ealwar. 
(Question of accused’s unsoundness of mind should be tried by jury and not by 
Judge himself personally.) 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 26 (26), Queen v. Doorjodhum Shamonto. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 14 (14) : 1 Beng LB AC8, Queen v. GJiandrakant. (Whe- 
ther a communication is privileged or not is a point of law.) 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 26 (26), Queen v. Shurffuddin. 

[Sec (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 321 (322) : 51 Cal 347 : 25 Cr. L. J. 75S, Emperor v. 
Dhananjay Boy.] 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 406 (409) : 56 Bom 304 : 33 Cri L Jour 666, Emperor v. 
Bamrao Mangcsh. 

(’38) AIR 1933 Cal 187 (18S) : 34 Cri L Jour 369, Baldco v. Emperor. 

4. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 276(279):41 Cal 406:14 Cr.JjJASo.Nafar Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 60 (60), Queen v. Hosscincc. 

5. (’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 36 (36), Queen v. Gohool Eahar. 

6. (’OS) 7 Cr. L. J. 325 (327) : 18 M L J 66 : 3 M L T 270 : 31 Mad 127, In re 
Sanhappa Rai. 

7 . (’77) 2 Bom 61 (64), Imperatrix v. Pitamber Jina. 

8. (’95) 1895 Bat 736 (737), Queen-Empress v. Bharmia. (Such as a reference to 
Mayne’s Penal Code.) 

(’97) 14 Cal 164 (166), -Jaspath Singh v. Queen-Empress. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal S95 (S97) : 27 Cri L Jour 926, Emperor v. G. C. Wilson. 

See S. 297 Note 9 and S. 300 Note 1. 

9. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 157 (158) : 1 Cal L J 159, Shyama Charan v. Emperor. 

10 . (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 26 (27) : 13 Ind Cas 215 (Cal), Mchr Sardar v. Emperor. 
[Bat see (’27) AIR 1927 Bang 68 (70) : 4 Rang 488 : 28Ur. L. J. 213 (FB), Emperor 

v. Nga Tin Gyi. (It was held that the Judge may read out some passages 
from the judgments for the guidance of jury.)] 
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(1) the weight to be attached to the evidence, 11 or to a confession, 12 or 
the evidence of an accomplice; 13 

(2) the question whether fraud or negligence is established by the 
evidence in the case, 14 or whether a thing was done with a particular 
intention 15 or knowledge; 10 in forming an opinion as to this, the 
jury may draw' such presumption' about facts as section 114 of the 
Evidence Act allows a Court to do; 17 


11. (’91) 15 Bom 452 (461), Queen-Empress v. Bada Ana. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 173 (175) : 18 Cr.L.J. 491:39 All 348, Ikramuddin v. Emperor. 
(’95) 1895 Rat 748 (749), Queen-Empress v. Menga Budhia. 

(1865) 3 Sutli W R Cr 58 (58), Queen v. Rookni Kant. 

(’71) 16 Sutli W R Cr 20 (21), In re Huroo Shaha. 

(’76) 25 Sutli W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Wazir Mundul. (Jury to decide the cre- 
dibility o£ witnesses.) 

(’97) 1 Cal W N 465 (479), Empress v. Kali Prasanna. (Weight to be attached to 
expert opinion.) 

i (’05) 10 Cal W N lix (lx), Berashutollah v. Emperor. (Whether the whole pro- 
secution story is discreditable for part being false.) 

(’86) 10 Bom 497 (502), Empress v. Mania Dayal. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 259 (268) : 9 C W N 520 : 32 Cal 759, Emperor v. Abdul Hamid. 
(Weight to be attached to expert evidence.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 394 (395) : 26 Cri L Jour 677, Emperor v. Faratulla. (Effect 
should be given to jury’s verdict when the case rests entirely on oral evidence.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 876 (882) : 52 Cal 9S7 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1256, Emperor v. Prema - 
nanda Butt. (Weight and value of dying declarations.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 228 (230) : 31 Cri L Jour 916, Tafis Pramanik v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 401 (407) : 58 Cal 1404 : 32 Cr.L.J. 76S (FB), Profulla Kumar 
v. Emperor. (Appreciation of evidence — Believing testimony of witness in part 
is not improper.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 34 (35) : 7 Pat 153 : 30 Cr. L. J. 273, Wazid Ali v. Emperor. 
(Whether first information report is true or false.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 406 (409) : 56 Bom 304 : 33 Cr.L.J. 666, Emperor v. Bamrao. 
{’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 60 (60), Queen v. Hosscinee. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 276 (279) : 41 Cal 406: 14 Cr.L.J.'485, Nafar Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’83) AIR 1933 Cal 187 (188) : 34 Cri L Jour 369, Baldeo v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat433(434,435), Emperor v. Bhagwat Sahu. (Yordict depending 
upon credibility of witnesses — Considerable weight to be given to verdict.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 273 (273) : 34 Cr. L. J. 731, Emperor v. Sitalu Ahir. (Do.) 

[ Sec also (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 772 (773) : 6 Bom L R 671, Emperor v. Mahomad 
Ismail. (Verdict of the jury should be taken upon the evidence actually adduced 
at the trial, and not upon the Judge’s view of the strength of the evidence.)] 

12. (’86) 1886 Rat 311 (312), Queen-Empress v. Bayaji. 

(’77) 1 Cal L R 275 (277), Empress v. Mukhun Kumar. (The voluntariness of a 
confession is for the jury.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 72 (72) : 19 Cri L Jour 959, Emperor v. Kahili Kaioni. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 88(91): 45 Cal 557:19 Cr.L.J. 305, Amiruddin Ahmed v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 587 (589) : 52 Cal 67 : 26 Cr.L.J. 782, Emperor v. Panchkari 
Butt. (Truth or falsity of confession is for the jury.)’- 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 398 (400) : 2S Cri L Jour 485, Azimuddy v. Emperor. 

(’96) 20 Bom 215 (221), Queen-Empress v. Bevji Govindji. 

13 . (’78) 1 Mad 394 (395) : 2 Weir 799, Beg. v. Bamasami Padayachi. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 509 (511) : 34 Cr. L. J. 841, Gliittya Ranjan Bas v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 513 (515) : 9 Pat 606 : 32 Cr. L. J. 72, Bamsarup v. Emperor. 

14. (’95) 19 Bom 749 (756), Queen-Empress v. Bamachandra Govind. 

15 . (’98) 22 Bom 112 (132), Queen-Empress v. Bal Gangadhar Tilah. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 286 (296), Queen-Empress v. Luxman Narayan. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 58 (58), Queen v. Chukkun. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 140 (141) : 19 Cri L Jour 649, Emperor v. Asimoddi. 

16 . (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 261 (262) : 32 Cr. L. J. 187 (SB), Emperorv. Bamullya Molla. 
(’25) AIR 19250udh311(313) : 28 Oudh Cas 69 : 26 Cr.L.J. 310, Emperor v. Ali Baza. 

17. (’95) 19 Bom 749 (756), Queen-Empress v. Bamachandra Govind. 

(’78) 1 Mad 394 (395) : 2 Weir 799, Beg. v. Bamasami Padayachi. 
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(3) the question whether the accused has sufficient maturity of under- 
standing to judge the nature and consequences of his conduct; 19 

(4) the question whether a provocation was so grave and sudden as to 
he sufficient to bring the case within the exceptions recognised by 
law; 19 

(5) the question as to whether the accused intended to convey any 
imputation by his words and whether he believed or had reason to 
believe that the imputation would produce a particular effect; 20 

(6) whether particular fact or facts have been proved. 21 

In murder cases, the question of inference of guilt of the accused 
to be drawn from the circumstantial evidence appearing against him 
is a question of fact and not of law and should be left to the jury to 
decide. 22 In such cases, the jury must first decide whether the facts 
proved exclude the possibility that the deed was done by some other 
person and if they have doubts they must let the prisoner have the 
benefit of it. 23 

See also the undermentioned cases. 24 

3. Meaning of words. — It is for the jury to decide the meaning 
and effect of words except the meaning of terms of law. Thus, to 
ascertain the effect of certain articles in a newspaper alleged to be 
seditious is for the jury. But the meaning of the word “disaffection” as 

18 . (’69) 1869 Rat 27 (27), Beg. v. Imam. 

19 . (’96) 20 Bom 215 (225, 226), Queen-Empress v. Devji Govindji. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 766 (768), Queen-Empress v. Dadabhai. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 72 (72), Queen v. Gunesh Luslcur. 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 33 (33), Queen v. Sohraie. 

(’85) 11 Cal 410 (412), Netai Luskar v. Queen-Empress. 

■ [See also (’99) 1 Bom L R 784 (785), Queen-Empress v. Babya.] 

20 . (’79) 1879 Rat 140 (140), In re Pitambar. 

21 . (1900) 4 Cal W N 576 (581), Sadhu Sheikh v. Empress. 

22 . (’37) AIR 1937 Lali 127 (130) : 17 Lab 547 : 38 Cr. L. J. 472, Mangal v. Emperor. 

23 . (’17) AIR 1917 Lab 8 (4, 8) : IS Cr. L. J. 482 (483, 484) : 1917 Pun Re No. 7 
Cr, Emperor v. Browning. 

24 . (’37) 38 CriL Jour 442 (443) : 167 I. C. 748 (Nag), Gangabisan v. Emperor. 
(The jury alone have tbe power to determine the question of fact whether the 
accused committed tbe oSence under S. 307 or S. 325 or S. 323, Penal Code.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (61): 56 Call50:30Cr,L. J. 435, Bcbati Mohan x. Emperor. 

(Whether one witness corroborates another.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 254 (255) : 5 I. C. 831: 33 Mad 514, hire Aligiriswami Naicken. 
(It is the duty of the jury and not of the Judge to decide whether the approver 
has forfeited his pardon or not.) 

(’08) 6 Cri L Jour 359 (360) : 6 Cal L Jour 253, Emperor v. Eamar AH. (The 
verdict of the jury after seeing the physical condition of the accused is to be 
preferred to the testimony of witnesses. The jury were competent to decide whe- 
ther a person in physical condition was capable of taking part in a riot and could 
have had the courage to be at a place where a riot took place.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 1 (7) : 30 Cri L Jour 494, Bashir Bolivian v. Emperor. (It is 
for the jury to decide whether prisoner when he committed oSence was incapable 
of distinguishing right from wrong.) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 311 (313) : 1 C L J 385, Panchu Mondal v. Emperor. (Ques- 
tions as to the identity of thumb impressions on two or more documents being of 
the same person.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 667 (674) : 16 Cri L Jour 65 (67) : 42 Ga.\SSQ,SashiBajbanshi 
v. Emperor. (Whether the pardon was forfeited.) 

(’03) 26 Mad 467 (468) : 2 Weir 517, Guzzala Eanuman v. Emperor. (Whether 
the possession of the stolen property was recent enough to .warrant a conviction 
for the substantive oSence was a matter entirely for the jury.) 
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used in s. 124A, Penal Code, which is a term of law 1 as well as the 
legal effect and bearing of a document , 2 are for the Judge to decide. 

4. Voluntariness of confession. — See Section 298 Note 3. 

5. Charge for graver offence — Yerdict for smaller offence. 

t — A jury may find the accused guilty of a smaller offence than that 
with which he is charged . 1 

6. Illustration (a) to the section. — It is not in every case of 
murder that the Judge should point out to the jury the difference 
between murder and culpable homicide; where in a trial for murder 
a verdict of culpable homicide not amounting to murder cannot 
properly be come to, under any aspect of the case before the Court, 
the Judge is not called upon to explain the distinction between murder 
and culpable homicide not amounting to murder . 1 


300 .* In cases tried by jury, after the Judge 
Retirement has finished his charge, the jury may 
to- consider. retire to consider their verdict. 


. Except with the leave of the Court, no person 
other than a juror shall speak to or hold any commu- 
nication with, any member of such jury. 

Synopsis 

1. Retirement to consider verdict. 

2. Prohibition of communication with non-jurors. 


Other (Topics (miscellaneous) 


Charge before verdict — Essential. See 
S. 297 Note 2. 

Court — Directions by, during delibera- 
tion. See Note 2. 

Dispersal of jury before verdict. See 
Note 1. 

Enquiry as to acts of jurors — State- 
ments ol jurors. See Note I. 


Opinion expressed beforehand — Fresh 
trial and fresh jury. See Note 2. 

Police — Presence of. See Note 2. 

Separation of jury beforo verdict. See 
Note 1. 

Verdict. See Notes to S. 301. 


* 1882 :S. 300; 1872 : S. 263; 1861 : S. 352. 


Note 3 

1. (’98) 22 Bom 112 (132), Quecn-Euipress v. Bal Gangadhar Tilatc. 

■(1900) 2 Bom L R 286 (298), Empress v. Luxman Narayan. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 304 (307, 308), Empress v. Vinaydk Narayan . 

•(’92) 19 Cal 35 (45), Queen-Empress v. Jogendra Chunder. 

2. (1865) 3 Suth W R Or 69 (70), Queen v. Setul Chunder. 

Note 5 

1. (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 41 (41), Queen v. Satoo Sheikh. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 143 (144) : 10 Bom L R 632, Emperor v. Chandra Krishna. 
(’75) 22 Suth W R Cr 61 (62), Queen v. Lukhi Narain. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 630 (630) : 8 1. C. 373 : 13 Oudb Cas 295, Shubrali v. Emperor. 
(’95) 20 Bom 215 (217, 218), Queen-Empress v. Devji Govindji. 

(’77) 3 Cal 189 (191), Empress v. Harai Mirdha. 

See also S. 238 Note 1 and S. 301 Note 2. 

Note 6 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 421 (424, 425) ; 37 Cri L Jour 1050 : 14 Rang 716 (FB), 
Emperor v. Nga E Pe. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 114 (116) : 17 Cri L Jour 49 (50) : 8 Low Bur Rul 306 
. .(FB), Nga My a v. Emperor. 


Section 299 
Notes 3-6 


Section 300 
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Section 300 
Notes 4-2 


1. Retirement to consider verdict. — After .the Judge has 
finished his charge, the jury may retire to the jury-room immediately. 
The section does not contemplate that the jury should be allowed to 
disperse and then re-assemble in the jury-room to consider their 
verdict. Hence, where owing to the indisposition of the foreman of 
the jury, the jurors wore allowed to disperse for a few hours and then 
they returned to the Court and considered and delivered their verdict, 
it was held that the procedure was illegal . 1 

The jury must not separate until they have considered and 
delivered their verdict. They should all be in the retiring room 
together during the whole of the time between the moment of their 
retirement and the moment when their verdict is taken by the 
presiding Judge. Hence, where out of nine members who constituted 
the jury, five first came out of the jury -room and sat in the Court 
but the remaining four stayed in the jury-room for half an hour more 
when they came and sat in the Court and the foreman delivered the 
verdict, it was held that the verdict was vitiated . 2 

In considering their verdict, the jury ought to be guided, on 
questions of law, by the directions of the presiding Judge. They are 
not entitled to consult a commentary on the law during their 
deliberation . 3 

When the verdict is attacked on the ground of anything that 
happened in the jury-room while the jurors were considering their 
verdict, it is not desirable to receive dn evidence the statements of 
individual jurors in order to impeach the verdict .' 1 

2. Prohibition of communication with non-jurors The 

second paragraph of the section prohibits non-jurors from speaking to 
or holding any communication with the jurors without the leave of 
the Court before they have delivered their verdict. If it is proved that 
a non-juror communicated with a member of the jury contrary to this 
provision, it is sufficient to upset the verdict and it is not necessary to 
enquire into the nature of the communication held with the juror . 1 
Hence, proper precautions must be taken by the Sessions Judge to see 
that no non-juror holds any communication with the jurors when 
they have retired to consider their verdict . 2 But where a juror addressed 
to a police-officer a casual remark unconnected with the ease and the 

Section 300 — Note 1 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 595 (596) : 26 Cri L Jour S61, Sariman Ahir v. Emperor. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 446 (447) : 31 Cri L Jour 1090, Eascruddi n v. Emperor. 

3. (’95) 1895 Rat 736 (737), Emprcssw Bharmia. (Reference to Mayne’s Penal Code.) 
(’97) 14 Cal 164 (166), Jaspath Singli v. Queen-Empress. 

See also S. 297 Note 9 and S. 299 Note 2. 

4. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (153) : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (315) : 44 Cal 723 (S B), In re 

Bonomally Gupia. (Crown clerk sent to jury-room during deliberations to 

ascertain if jurors request further help from Court — Trial is not invalidated.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 392 (395) : 40 Cal 693 : 20 I. C. 216, Ear a Kumar v. Emperor . 

(Verdict attacked as arrived at by casting lots.) 

See also S. 304 Note 1. 

Note 2 

1. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 512(513):46Cal 207:19 Cr.L.J. 737 ,Bcnimadlidb v. Emperor. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 512(514): 46 Cal 207:19 Cr.L.J. 737, Benimadhab v. Emperor . 
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police-officer made no reply, ifc was held that the provisions of the 
section were not infringed . 3 Similarly, the mere presence of a police- 
officer in the jury-room does not vitiate the verdict unless it is shown 
that he spoke to or held any communication with any of the jurors . 4 
But it is undesirable to post a police-officer in the jury room or at any 
place from where he can hear the deliberations of the jury . 6 

The section does not prohibit the Judge from giving fresh 
directions to the jury if the latter require such directions for correctly 
understanding the case. Fresh directions should, however, be given 
in open Court and not in chambers . 0 In a sessions trial by the High 
Court, the Clerk of the Crown can be sent to the jury-room to enquire 
if the jury require further assistance from the Judge . 7 

The prohibition contained in this section does not in terms apply 
to stages of the trial before the Judge has finished his charge to the 
jury. Hence, where during an adjournment of the case before the 
Judge’s charge to the jury was finished, one of the jurors was seen 
conversing with a non-juror but the fact was not brought to the notice 
of the Court then and there, the High Court in appeal refused to 
interfere with the verdict of the jury . 8 But it is highly undesirable 
that jurors should have communication with non -jurors upon the 
subject of a pending trial . 9 Hence, where before the Judge had 
summed up his case, one of the jurors, in a room occupied by the 
clerks of pleaders in answer to questions put to him, said that in his 
opinion the accused was guilty of the charge, it was held that there 
should be a fresh trial before a fresh jury . 10 See also the undermen- 
tioned eases . 11 See also sections 2S2 and 296 and Notes thereunder. 


(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 595 (596) : 26 Cri L Jour 861, Sariman Ahir v. Emperor. 

3. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (151) : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (313) : 44 Cal 723 (SB), In re 
Bonomally Gupta. 

4. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (151) : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (313) : 44 Cal 723 (SB), In re 
Bonomally Gupta. 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (151) : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (314) : 44 Cal 723 (SB), In re 
Bonomally Gupta. 

6. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 647 (648) : 25 Cr.L.J. 343, Bilaschandra v. Emperor. (But 
mere fact that a question was put by the jury to the Judge not in open Court but 
in chambers did not vitiate the trial and it was at best a mere irregularity.) 

7. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (152) : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (314) : 44 Cal 723 (SB), In re 
Bonomally Gupta. 

8. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 222 (222) : 20 Cri L J 790, In re Subba Bcddi. 

9. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 149 (151) : 18 Cr. L. J. 311 (312) : 44 Cal 723 (SB), In re 
Bonomally Gupta. (But the fact that a juryman on his way to the court house 
or to the waiting room is addressed by a stranger some remarks on the case to 
which he does not reply, cannot have the effect of invalidating the trial.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 628 (629) : 55 Cal 279 : 28 Cr. L. J. 783, Bhuban v. Emperor . 

10. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 631 (631) : 22 Cr.L.J. 510, Emperor v. Nazar Ali Beg. 

11. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 57 (58) : 56 Cal 150 : 30 Cri L Jour 435, Bebali Mohan v. 
Emperor. (Where it appeared that the foreman had been talking with the Court 
Inspector and the Judge on that ground discharged him and took another man 
present, empanelled him and proceeded with the trial — Held that the procedure 
was not objectionable.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 343 (345) : 56 Cal 1032 : 31 Cr.L.J. 366, Abdur Rashid v. Emperor . 
(A jury having once been discharged should not be recalled to do duty as jurors 
in the same case as it is reasonable to suppose that after discharge those jurors 
might have mixed freely with the people and talked about the case with others.) 


Section 30® 
Note 2 
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Section 301 


DELIVERY OP VERDICT 
t 


30 1 .* When the jury have considered their 
Delivery of verdict, verdict, the foreman shall inform 
the Judge what is their verdict, or what is the verdict 
of a majority. 

Synopsis 


1. Delivery of verdict. 

2. Verdict as to offence not speci- 

fically charged. 


3. Special verdict. 

4. Verdict arrived at by casting 

lots. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Individual opinions of jurors. See Note 1. 
-Jury’s observations after verdict. See 
Note 1. 

Several accused — Verdict. See Note I. 
Several charges — Verdict. See Note 1. 
Verdict as to minor offence. See Note 2. 


Verdict — Meaning of. See Note 1. 
Vedict of “benefit of doubt.” SeeNotel. 
Verdict of “not guilty” — Effect. See 
Note 1. 

Verdict — Repugnancy in. SeeNotel. 


1. Delivery of verdict. — By “verdict” should be understood 
the collective opinion of the jury as a body, arrived at after mutual 
•consultation, and ascertained and announced by the foreman . 1 A 
recommendation made by the jurors in the verdict is, however, not a 
ID art of the verdict. la In cases where an accused person is tried for 
various offences arising out of a single act or series of acts, the word 
“verdict” means the entire verdict on all the charges and is not limited 
to the verdict on a particular charge . 2 

As said already, the verdict is the opinion of the jury as a body? 
In ease of disagreement, the individual opinions of the members of the 
jury should never be disclosed and the Judge commits an irregularity 
in recording the individual opinions of the jurors . 4 

The jury must return a verdict on all the charges on which an 
-accused is tried; see s. 303. Where there are several accused persons in 
a case, the jury must return a verdict as against each . 5 Where there 
are several charges, it would be a convenient course to follow to take 
the verdict of the jury upon each charge separately, this would 
obviate the difficulty in ascertaining what their verdict is on the 
various charges . 0 A verdict that the jury gave the accused the benefit 


’ 1882 : S. 301; 1872 : S. 263; 1861 — Nil. 


Section 301 — Note 1 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 319 (321) : 36 Mad 585 (589) : 15 Cri L Jour 197, Public 
Prosecutor v. Abdul Hamecd. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudb 74G (746): 26 Cri L Jour 1346, Jagannath v. Emperor. 
la. (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 34 (35), Emperor v. Vidya Sagar. 

2. (’95) 22 Cal 377 (382), Krishna Dhan Mandal v. Queen-Empress. 

3. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (536): 2 Weir 340, Eing-Empcror v. Tirnmal Bcddi. 

4. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 319 (321) : 15 Cri L Jour 197 : 36 Mad 585 (589), Public 
Prosecutor v. Abdul Hamccd. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 746 (746): 26 Cri L Jour 1346, Jagannath v. Emperor. 

5. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 715 (715): 16 Iud Cas 523 (Cal), Jamiruddi Bisiuasv. Emperor. 
■6. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 321 (323) : 40 Cri L Jour 649, Nanda Ghosh v. Emperor. 

(Accused charged with abduction and kidnapping — Separate verdict on each 
charge should be taken.) 

1*24) AIR 1924 Cal 47 (48): 50 Cal 658: 24 Cr.L,J. 838, Eran Khan v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 460 (462, 463): 39 Cr.L.J. 674, Ebadi Khan v. Emperor, 
(Accused charged under Ss. 366 and 376, Penal Code — Jury can convict accused 
^ under S. 366 and acquit them under S. 376.)] 
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•of doubt is not a verdict according to law, although such a verdict is 
often returned. A verdict of “not guilty” covers every condition from 
mere hesitating doubt to conviction of innocence . 7 But it is a very 
dangerous principle to adopt to regard a verdict of ‘not guilty’ as not 
fully establishing the innocence of the person to whom it relates . 7 * 1 
Mere repugnancy in a verdict is not sufficient to quash a' conviction 
based on such verdict . 8 

.Where, after delivering the verdict the foreman attempted to add 
something and the Judge stopped him from doing so, it was held that 
it was not proper to stop the jury at such a stage because, it may so 
happen that before the verdict is recorded the foreman of the jury 
may make some observations in respect of that verdict which may 
show that the jury have not properly understood the case, in which 
case it would be necessary to re-charge the jury so as to lay the case 
properly before them . 9 See also Notes under ss. 302 and 303. 

There is no particular form in which the jury are to deliver 
their verdict . 911 The mere fact that the jury add to their verdict their 
finding on the facts on which the verdict is based does not vitiate the 
verdict . 913 

As to interpretation of verdicts, see the undermentioned cases . 10 
A verdict of the jury after they have been discharged is not legal . 11 

2. Yerdict as to offence not specifically charged. — Sections 
237 and 23S lay down the circumstances under which an accused person 
who is charged with one offence can be convicted of a different offence 
though not specifically charged with it. The principle of these sections 
applies also to the verdict of a jury and the jury can return a verdict 
of guilty in respect of an offence different from that specifically charged 
against the accused provided the circumstances of the case fall within 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 401 (405): 34 Cr.L.J. 608, Emperor v. Panchanon Sarlcar. 
7a. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (70) : 39 Cr. L. J. 161 : I L R (1938) 1 Cal 290, Gololce 

Behari v. Emperor. ( (1902) 2 KB 339, Bex v. Plummer, Followed.) 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 1031 (1032) : 52 Cal 112 : 26 Cr. L. J. 11, Umadasi Dasi 
v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 456 (469):41 Cal 350: 15 Cr.L.J. 385, Romesh Chandra v. Emperor. 
■(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 886 (887): 41 Cal 754 : 15 Cr.L.J. 402, Manindra v. Emperor. 
See also S. 267 Note 1. 

•9. (’02) 30 Cal 485 (487, 488), Narayan Changa v. Emperor. 

9a. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 31 (31, 32): 36 Cri L Jour 480, Kasimuddin v. Emperor. 
9b. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 31 (31, 32): 36 Cr.L.J. 480, Kasimuddin v. Emperor. (It 
is enough i£ it is complete and exhaustive.) 

10. (’06) 10 Cal \Y N xxxvii (xxxviii) (P C), Wehner v. The King. (Where jury 
found that accused had caused death but that he was not responsible for his 
actions owing to influence of liquor, held this did not amount to verdict of guilty.) 

•(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 362 (365) : 12 C W N 530 (F B), Emperor v. Klmdiram Dass. 
(A verdict, such as ‘guilty, but not voluntarily’ for a charge under S. 326, Penal 
Code, is one of ‘not guilty’.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 145 (145) : 23 Sind L R 397 : 30 Cr. L. J. 877, Mir Ahmed 
Shah v. Emperor. (Inference from verdict of ‘not guilty’ is that the guilt of ac- 
cused is not established.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 PC 275 (278) (PC), PawZ Proneh v. Winnipeg Ely. Co. (The language 
of a jury in explaining the reasons for their verdict ought not to be construed 
too narrowly.) 

11. (34) AIR 1934 P C 227 (227) (PC), Warren Ducane Smith v. The King. 


Section 301 
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Section 304 
Notes 2-3 


the purview of those sections. Thus, where on a charge of murder, 
the jury finds that the accused was deprived of his self-control by 
grave and sudden provocation, they can return a verdict of culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder. 1 (See s. 238.) Similarly, on a charge 
of rape the jury can return a verdict of attempt to commit rape (s. 238) . 2 
On a charge of dacoity the jury can return a verdict of theft (S. 23S) 3 
or of abetment of dacoity or robbery (s. 237) Z 1 On a charge under S. 149 
read with s. 325, Penal Code, it is open to the jury, if it disbelieves the 
evidence as to the unlawful assembly, to convict the accused under 
S. 325 alone though there was no separate charge under that section. 5 
See also the undermentioned cases. 511 

Where the jury returned a verdict of not guilty on the charges 
framed, but by the same verdict found the accused guilty of an offence 
triable with assessors only, and the Judge convicted the accused on 
such finding, it was held that in the absence of any miscarriage of 
justice the conviction will not be set aside. 5 

3. Special Yerdict. — A special verdict is one where the jury 
merely state certain facts as proved and leave it to the Judge to draw 
the legal inference from them. 1 Such a verdict is recognised as a proper 
verdict under the English law. 2 But there is a conflict of decisions as 
to whether a special verdict would be a legal verdict under the Code. 
On tho one hand, it has been held by the Bombay High Court, that a 

Note 2 

1. (’9G) 20 Bom 215 (217, 218), Empress v. Devji Govindji. 

2. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J G30 (630): 13 Oudk Cas 295 : 8 I. C. 373, Shubrati v. Emperor. 

3. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 143 (144) : 10 Bom L R C32, Emperor v. Ghandra Krishna. 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur 39 (45) : 8Low Bur Rul 274 : 16 Cri L Jour G76 (680), 

S. P. Ghosh v. Emperor. 

5. (’80) 5 Cal 871 (873), Govt, of Bengal v. Mahaddi. 

[But see (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294, 295) : 15 Cri L Jour 155 (15S) : 41 Cal 662, 
Emperor v. Maden Mondol .] 

5a. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 51 (59, 68, 69): 39 Cri L Jour 161 : ILR (1938) 1 Cal 290, 
Gololcc Bchari v. Emperor. (Charge under S. 302 read with S. 120B — Jury can- 
not return a verdict of guilty either under S. 326 read with >S. 120B or under 
S. 326, as these offences arc not minor to the offence of conspiracy to murder.) 
(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (G64) : 39 Cri L Jour 156, Emperor v. IJaria Dhobi. (Ac- 
cused tried under S. 397 — Jury returning verdict of not guilty — Jury can find 
accused guilty under S. 323 or S. 325 even in absence of charge.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 297 (298) : 59 Cal 1040 : 33 Cr.L.J. 546, Durlav Namasudra 
v. Emperor. (Persons charged under >Ss. 302 and 201, Penal Code — Jury while 
acquitting them under S. 302 can find them guilty of minor charge under S. 201.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (428) : 13 Cr.L.J. 739 (741): 37 Mad 236, In re Adabala 
Mutliiyalu. (Charge under S. 397 — Verdict of guilty under S. 326.) 

(’75) 23 Suth "W R Cr 61 (62), Queen v. Luhhinarain Agoori. (Charge under 
Ss. 304, 325, 323 — Yerdict of guilty under S. 335.) 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 41 (41), Queen v. Satoo Sheikh. (Verdict of guilty for a 
minor offence when offence charged is a major offence.) 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 275 (275): 29 Cri LJour 351, Arumuga Konc v. Emperor. 
(26 Mad 243, Distinguished.) 

Note 3 

1. (’94) 19 Bom 735 (736), Queen-Empress v. 2Iadhav Rao. (If in a charge of 
rape, the jury returned a verdict that the accused did the act but with the 
consent of the woman, itis not necessary to ask them to return a verdict of guilty 
or not guilty.) 

(’95) 20 Bom 215 (217), Empress v. Devji Govindji. 

2. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 586(587): 15I.C. 1002 (Mad), Arunachala Thcvanv. Emperor. 
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special verdict would be a legal verdict under the Code. 3 The High 
Court of Calcutta is inclined to the same view. 4 On the other hand, the 
Madras High Court has held that such a verdict is not a legal verdict. 5 

In dealing with special verdicts, a Judge is confined to the facts 
positively stated in the verdict and cannot himself supply hy intendment 
or implication any defect in the statement. 0 But if the special verdict 
is ambiguous or incomplete, it is open to him to question the jury under 
S. 303 and have their verdict supplemented. 7 

5. Yerdict arrived at by casting lots, — As seen in Note i, the 
verdict of a jury is the collective opinion of the jury as a body arrived 
at after mutual consultation and ascertained and announced hy the 
foreman. Hence, a verdict arrived at hy casting lots among the jurors 
would not be legal. But the sworn statement of a juror is not admissible 
for the purpose of showing that a verdict was arrived at hy casting lots. 1 

302 . * If the jury are not unanimous, the Judge 
Procedure where may require them to retire for further 
jury differ. consideration. After such a period as 

the Judge considers reasonable, the jury may deliver 
their verdict, although they are not unanimous. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section empowers the Judge, 
when the jury are not unanimous in their verdict, to require them to 
retire for further consideration. 1 Hence, when the jury differ in their 
opinion, the proper course for the Judge is to direct them under this 
section to re-eonsider their verdict. 2 But the section is intended to be 
applied as soon as the Judge ascertains that there is a difference of 
opinion among the jurors and before the verdict is delivered. The 
section does not apply to cases where the verdict has actually been 
delivered. 3 When directing the jury to re-consider their verdict under 

* 1882 : S. 302; 1872 ; S. 263; 1861 : S. 352. 

3. (’91) 15 Bom 452 (465), Queen-Empress v. Dada Ana. 

(’95) 19 Bom 735 (736, 737), Queen-Empress v. Madhav Rao. 

(’96) 20 Bom 215 (217), Empress v. Devji Govindji. 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (284): 25 Cr.L. J. 817 (FB), Emperor x. Barendra Kumar . 

5. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 586 (587, 588) : 15 I. C. 1002, (blui), Arunachala x. Emperor. 

6. (’94) 1894 Rat 710 (714), Queen-Empress x. Abdul Razdk, 

7. (’94) 1894 Rat 710 (713), Queen-Empress x. Abdul Razah. 

(’76) 14 Suth "W R Cr 59 (62), Queen x. Hurry Prosad Gangoolv. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 1 (3): 3 L. B. R. 75 : 11 Bur LR 298 (FB), Hla Gyi x. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’13) 14 Cr.LJ.392 (395) : 40 Cal 693 : 201. C. 216, Hara Kumar x. Emperor. 

Section 302 — Note 1 

1. (’98) 1898 Rat 982 (983, 984), Empress x. Ghunilal Vithal. 

2. (’82) 8 Cal 739 (754) : 12 C L R 233, In re Jhubboo Hahton. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 736 (737), Empress x. Bharmia. 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 L B 244 (245) : 15 Cr. L. J. 678 : 7 L. B. R. 140, EyaKyun 
x. Emperor. (Section does not prevent mere ascertainment of actual majority.) 

(’84) 10 Cal 140 (144) : 13 C L R 358, Hum Churn x. Empress. (After asking 
what is the actual majority and their opinion Judge cannot proceed under section.) 
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Notes 3-4 
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Section 302 
Note 1 


Section 303 


this section, it is open to the Judge to give them fresh directions on 
matters of law . 4 

If the jury are unanimous, their verdict must be received unless 
it is contrary to law . 5 Hence, where the verdict is ambiguous, the 
proper procedure is to question the jury under S. 303, and clear up tho 
matter and not to direct the jury to re-consider the verdict . 0 But 
where the verdict is not in accordance with the law 7 or where from 
the observations of the foreman of the jury it is clear that the jury 
have not understood the case , 8 the Judge can give them fresh directions 
and ask them to retire for further consideration of the verdict. 


303 .* ( 1 ) Unless otherwise ordered by the 
Verdict to be given Court, the jury shall return a verdict 

on each charge. n » l i ■*•■*,! 

on all the charges on which the 
jury. accused is tried, and the Judge may 

ask them such questions as are necessary to ascertain 
what their verdict is. 

Questions and ans- (2) Such questions and the 

wers to be recorded. answe rs to them shall he recorded. 

Synopsis 

1. Verdict to be on all the charges. 

2. Form of verdict. 

3. “May ask them such questions as are necessary to ascertain 

what their verdict is.” 

4. Questions and answers to be recorded. 

5. Re-consideration of the verdict., 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

EGect of no finding on some charges. See Note 1. 

Object of the section. See Note 3. 

Questions as to nature in a finding of provocation. See Note 3. 

Question only when the verdict is ambiguous. See Note 3. 

Reasons for the verdict. See Note 3. 

4. Yerdict to be on all the charges. — 'Where there are several 
charges against an accused and evidence has been beard on all the 

* 1882 : S. 303; 1872 : S. 263; 1861 — Nil. 

4. (’95) 1895 Rat 736 (737), Empress v. Bharmia. 

(’04) 1 Gri L Jour 265 (268) : 6 Rom L R 258, Emperor v. Bharmia. 

5. (’80) 5 Cal 871 (873, 874), Government of Bengal v. Mahaddi. 

(’28) AIR- 1928 Cal 228 (228) : 29 Cr. L. J. 228, Superintendent & Legal Remem- 
brancer v. Juhay Sheikh. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L, J. 1 (3) : 3 L. B. R. 75 : 11 Bur L R 298 (FB ),Hla Gyiv. Emperor. 

6. (’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 1 (3, 4) : 3 L. B. R. 75 : 11 Bur L R 29S {FB ), Hla Gyiv. Emperor. 

7. (1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 50 (51), Queen v. TJckoor Gliose. (Jury not entitled to 
pronounce on the law or to give their own definition of “murder,”) 

(’80) 5 Cal 871 (873, 874), Government of Bengal v. Maliaddi. 

8. (’03) 30 Cal 485 (487, 488), Narayan Changa v. Emperor. 

(’94) 2 Weir 514 (614), In re Veerappan. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 320 (320) : 57 Cal 61 : 31 Cr.L. J.761, Hamid Ali v. Emperor. 
(If the verdict is absurd, the Judge can ask them to reconsider it — Not bound to 
accept it either as a verdict of guilty or not guilty.) 

See also S. 297 Note 18 and S. 304 Note 1. 
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Section 30<t- 
Notes 1-3 


2. Form of verdict. — The law does not prescribe any special 
form in which the jury are to return their verdict. They are at liberty 
to deliver it in any form they like and if that finding is not exhaustive 
as to the facts in issue which go to make up the charge, it is the duty 
of the Judge to put such questions as shall elicit a complete finding . 1 
In a trial for an offence under s. 408, Penal Code, in respect of a gross 
sum said to have been misappropriated within a year and composed 
of more than three items, the proper form in which the verdict should 
be given is a verdict in respect of an offence under s. 408 and not in 
respect of each of the items alleged to be misappropriated . 2 

3. “May ask them such questions as are necessary to 
ascertain what their verdict is.” — It is not open to the Judge to 
make surmises or conjectures as to what is the verdict of the jury . 1 
A Judgo is, therefore, empowered to put questions to the jury where 
they are necessary to ascertain what their verdict is . 2 It is only in 
cases where the jury have failed to return a complete verdict on all 
the charges or heads of charge 3 or the verdict returned is ambiguous 
and not clear 4 that the Judge may ask questions in order to find out 


charges, the jury should submit a verdict on all the charges . 1 A failure 
to give a verdict on one of the charges framed does not, however, 
amount to an acquittal on that charge, and the accused can be ordered 
to be re- tried again on the charge on which the verdict was silent . 2 


Section 303 — Note I 

1. (’89) AIR 1939 Cal 321 (323) : 40 Cri L Jour 649, Nando, Ghosh v. Emperor. 
(Accused charged with kidnapping and abduction — Separate verdict on each 
charge should be taken.) 

(’86) 1886 Rat 286 (286, 287), Queen-Empress v. Lingo. 

(1863) 3 Suth W R Cr 29 (31), Queen v. Sheikh Gulam Mnstuffa. 

(’80) 5 Cal 871 (873), Govt, of Bengal v. Mahaddi. (Verdict on offence proved 
though not independently charged is proper.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 207 (208) : 28 Cri L Jour 1007, In re Virumandi Thcvan. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 53 (54) : 26 Cri L Jour 1090, Ram Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 746 (747), Queen-Empress v. Bcrlcia Mankia. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 809 (810, 811) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1048, Emperor v. Osman Surdar. 

Note 2 

1. (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 59 (62) : 8 Beng LR 557, Queen v. Hari ProsadGangooly. 
(’06) 3 Cr.L.J 1 (3) : 3 Low BurRul75 : HBurLR298(FB), Hla Gyiv. Emperor. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 717 (719) : 32 Cri L Jour 321, Rahim Bux v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 164(165) : 37 Cr.L.J.182 : 11 Luck 687, Satdeo . Emperor. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 164 (165) : 37 Cr.L.J. 182 : 11 Luck 687, Satdeoy. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cri L Jour 1377, Lori v. Emperor. (Beyond 

putting questions the Judge has no jurisdiction to enter into a discussion of the 
facts of the case with the jury.) 

(105) 2 Cr. L. J. 259 (264) : 32 Cal 759 : 9 C W N 520, Emperor v. Abdul Hamid. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 636 (636) : 33 Cri L Jour 29, Emperor v. Karim Dai. 

(’74) 21 Suth W It Cr 1 (2), Queen v. Sustiram Mandal. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 265 (268) : 6 Bom L R 258, Emperor v. Bharmia. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 331 (332) : 28 Bom 412 : 6 Bom L R 361, Emperor v. Kondiba. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 203 (205) : 7 Pat 55 : 29 Cr.L.J. 466, Ram jag Ahir v. Emperor. 
(’83) 9 Cal 53 (61) :-ll Cal L R 169, In re Dlmnum Kazee. 

3. (’86) 1886 Rat 289 (290), Queen-Empress v. Sida. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 47 (47) : 50 Cal 658 : 24 Cri L Jour 838, Eran Khan v. 
Emperor. (Incomplete verdict.) 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 59 (62) : 8 Beng L R 557, Queen v. Hari Prosad Gangoohj- 
■ 4. (’35) AIR 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cri L Jour 1377, Dori v. Emperor. 
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Section 303 what exactly the verdict is. Thus, where the verdict is not exhaustive 

Note 3 ag to the facts in issue which go to make up the charge or charges, it 

is competent to the Judge to ask questions so as to elicit a complete 
finding . 6 Similarly, where the jury return a verdict of guilty of an 
offence under s. 304, Penal Code, the Judge can ask questions for the 
purpose of finding out under which part of the section they find the 
accused guilty . 0 So also, where, in a charge of murder the verdict 
was “guilty of murder under grave and sudden provocation,” the Judge 
can ask questions under this section for the purpose of ascertaining if 
the provocation was sufficient to destroy self-control . 7 Likewise, where, 
in a charge under S. 32G, Penal Code, the jury returned a verdict of 
“guilty but not voluntarily” the Judge can ask the jury to explain 
their verdict inasmuch as voluntariness of the act is the gist of the 
offence under that section . 8 Where the jury return a verdict of not 
guilty of culpable homicide, it is the duty of the Sessions Judge to 
require the jury to find expressly whether or not any minor offence 
had been committed . 0 Where in a trial under s. 489B, Penal Code, for 
uttering forged notes, the jury returns a verdict that the accused 
uttered the notes, the Judge should ascertain from the jury their 
opinion as to whether the said notes had been uttered with the 
knowledge of their being forged . 10 In a trial under S. 366, Penal Code, 

(’94) 21 Cal 955 (973, 974), Wafadar Khan v. Queen-Empress. (Jury leaving it 
uncertain what the common object of unlawful assembly was.) 

(’70) 14 Sutli IV R Cr 59 (62), Queen v. Hari Prosad Gangooly. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 636 (636) : 33 Cri L Jour 29, Emperor v, Karim Dai. 

■(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 331 (332) : 28 Bom 412 : 6 Bom L R 361, Emperor v. Kondiba. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 895 (S96) : 27 Cri L Jour 926, Emperor v. G. C. Wilson. 
(Verdict was confused and unintelligible.) 1 
(’03) 7 Cal W N 135 (137), Eing-Empcror v. Cliidghan Gossain. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 260 (262) : 26 Cri L Jour 532, Khirodc Kumar v. Emperor. 
(Case under S. 408, Penal Code — Jury’s verdict as to amount embezzled is not 
definite — Judge bound to question jury.) 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 259 (264) : 32 Cal 759 : 9 C W N 520, Emperor v. Abdul Hamid. 
(The verdict in this case was held to be clear and not perverse.) 

(’96) 20 Bom 215 (217), Queen-Empress v. Dcvji Govindji. 

(’31) AER 1931 Mad 775 (776) : 55 Mad 256 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1276, Sundaram Iyer 
v. Emperor. 

5. (’70) 14 Suth "W R Cr 59 (62), Queen v. Hari Prosad Gangooly. 

•6. (’95) 19 Bom 741 (743), Empress v. Ecgo Moniopoulo. 

(’34) ADR 1934 Cal 173 (174):61 Cal 256 : 35 Cr. L. J. 496 (SB), Sadck Mandal v. 
Emperor. 

•(’05) 9 Cal W N ccxxii (ccxxii), Amanatulla Handal v. Emperor. (In the absence 
of such a question to the jury it was held that the accused committed an offence 
under the latter part of S. 304, Penal Code.) 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 17 (18) : 6 Beng L R App 86, Queen v. Kali Churn Dass. 
(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr L 11 (11). 

■(’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 35 (35, 36) : 6 Beng L R App Sin, Queen v. Amir Khan. 
(Otherwise it will be assumed that jury had found that the lesser form of offence 
had been committed.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 530 (530), Queen-Empress v. Ladkya. 

.(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 68 (70) : 4 Rang 488 : 28 Cr.L.J. 213 (FB), Emperor v. Nga 
Tin Gyi. 

7. (’96) 20 Bom 215 (217), Queen-Empress v. Dcvji Govindji. 

8. (’08) 7 Cr L J 362 (365) : 12 C W N 530 (FB), Emperor v. Khudiram Dass. 

■9. (1900) 2 Bom L R 334 (334), Queen-Empress v. Panduhal Paiil. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 68 (70):4 Rang 488 : 28 Cr. L. J. 213 (FB), Emperor v. Nga ' 
■ Tin Gyi. 

10. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 164 (165):37 Cr.L.J. 
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it is the duty of the Judge to put a specific question to the jury as to 
the conclusion they have come to in relation to the age of the girl 
whose maltreatment has been the subject of the charge . 11 

On the other hand, where the verdict is clear, complete and 
unambiguous, the Judge is bound to accept the same , 12 or, if he 
disagrees with it, to make a reference to the High Court under s. 307. 13 
He has no power to ask questions of the jury , 14 as to their reasons for 
the verdict . 15 As to whether, for the purpose of making a reference 
under s. 307 the Judge can question the jury as to their reasons for 
the verdict, see s. 307 Note 13. 

The mere fact that the jury were unable to give reasons for their 
verdict cannot be held to show that they had no adequate reasons for 
their verdict . 10 

5. Questions and answers to be recorded. — A Judge who 
does not record the questions put to the jury and their answers thereto 
but gives only a substance of the result, cannot be deemed to have 


11. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 675 (676) : 38 Cri L Jour 176, Samarali v. Emperor. 

12. (’83) 9 Cal 53 (61), In re Dhunum Ea-cc. (The verdict if simple and clear 
may be erroneous but it cannot be ambiguous.) 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 373 (373, 374) : 30 Mad 469 : 17 M L J 476, In re Scranadu. 

13. (’35) AIR 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cri L Jour 1377, Dori v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 244 (245) : 7 L B R 140 : 15 Cr. L. J. 678, Eya Nyun v. 

Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 173 (174) : 61 Cal 256:35 Cr. L. J. 496 (SB), Sadck Mandal v. 
Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 775 (776) : 55 Mad 256 : 32 Cr.L.J. 1276, Sundaram Iyer v. 
Emperor. 

14. (’35) AIR 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cri L Jour 1377, Dori v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 406 (407) : 21 Cri L Jour 829, Edon Earikar v. Emperor. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 371 (372) : 29 Mad 91, Emperor v. Chellan. 

(’89) 1889 Rat 442 (448, 449), Queen-Empress v. Dcsai Daji. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 75a (75u), Emperor v. Anu Parui. 

(’91) 15 Bom 452 (466), Queen-Empress v. Dadci Ana. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 357 (358) : 2 A L J 475, Emperor v. Chirkua. (The unanimous 
verdict was neither ambiguous nor perverse in this case.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 647(648, 649):25 Cr.L.J. 343, Bilaschandra Banerjee v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 228 (228) : 29 Cri L Jour 228^ Superintendent and Legal 
Bemenibranccrv. Jahay Sheikh. (The Judge questioned the jury and he proceeded 
to recharge them — This was held to be illegal.) 

(’84) 10 Cal 140 (144) : 13 C L R 358, Hurry Gharan Clmckerbutty v. Empress. 
(If the jury are not unanimous, the Judge should not make enquiries to learn the 
nature of the majority and its opinion.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 208 (208) : 31 Cri L Jour 54, Emperor v. Bhukhan Dubey. 
(Clear verdict giving benefit of doubt — Judge cannot question as to nature of doubt.) 

15. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 203 (205): 7Pat 55:29 Cr.L.J.466, Bamjag Aliir v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 775 (776) : 55 Mad 256 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1276, Sundaram Aiyer 

v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 443 (444) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1150, Emperor v. Derajtullah Sheikh. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 331 (332) : 28 Bom 412 : 6 Bom L R 361, Emperor v. Eondiba. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 636 (636) : 33 Cri L Jour 29, Emperor v. Karim Dai. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 586(587, 588): 15I.C. 1002 (Mad), ArunachallaThevanx. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 170 (170, 171) : 43 Mad 744 : 21 Cri L Jour 466, In re 
Subbiah Thevan. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 265 (268) : 6 Bom L R 258, Emperor v. Bharmia. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 285 (285) : 14 Ind Cas 669 (Mad), In re Barna Naickcr. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. -J. 371 (372) : 29 Mad 91, Emperor v. Chellan. (The jury may give 
reasons if they like.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 474 (474) : 26 Cri L Jour 856, Emperor v. Ali Hydcr. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Meajan Sheikh, 

16. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 525 (529, 530) ; 26 Cr.L.J. 805, Emperor v. Ni&hi Kanta. 

2Cr.ll0. 
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Notes 3-4 
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Section 303 
Notes $-8 


complied with the direction of law under this section . 1 The provisions 
of this and the next section imply that the jury are cognizant of the 
record as made by the Judge, of the questions put to them and 
answers given by them. It is extremely desirable that such record 
should be immediately read over to the jury and this should always 
be done . 2 The omission to record the verdict of the jury in the terms 
prescribed by the Code is not however such an irregularity as requires 
the trial to be quashed and a new one to be ordered . 3 

i 

5. Re-consideration of the yerdict. — Where the jury have 
delivered a clear and legal verdict, the Judge cannot ash them to 
rc-considcr tlicir verdict ; if he disagrees with the verdict he should 
act under S.307. 1 Thus, where in a case of robbery the jury disbelieving, 
the evidence as to the use of force gave a verdict of guilty of theft 
only, it was held that such a finding was not contrary to law 7 and that 
the Judge could not direct a reconsideration of the verdict . 2 Similarly, 
where the jury returned a verdict of guilty under S. 325, Penal Code, 
although it w 7 as not the subject of a separate charge but was entered 
in a charge coupled w'itli S. 149 of that Code, it was held that the 
verdict w 7 as according to law and that the Judge could not direct 
reconsideration of the verdict . 3 

But wdiere there is no legal verdict at all 4 or where the verdict is 
silent on a particular part of the case, as wdiere the foreman replies - 
that they have not considered a particular part of the case as to wdiich 
the Judge w 7 anted their opinion , 5 they can be sent back to reconsider- 
the verdict. In the case of an obviously and admittedly inconsistent 
verdict, the Judge can make a further charge to the jury instead of 
referring the case to the High Court under S. 307. 5a So also, wdiere in 
a trial for murder the jury at first stated that their unanimous verdict 
w 7 as “ guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to murder ” and 
the Judge, in order to ascertain which degree of the offence the jury 


Note 4 

1. (’S2) 8 Cal 739 (7-54), 12 Cal L R 233, In rc Jhubboo JIahioji. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 140 (141) : 9Ind Cas 78S (Mad) Palavcsa Thcvan v. Emperor. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Nag 53 (54) : 26 Cri L .Tour 1090, Earn prosad v. Emperor. 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 345(348):58 Cal 1138:32 Cr.L.J. 598, Ifatulla v. Emperor. 

3. (’71) 15 Suth W B Cr 11 (14), In rc Sheikh Tcnoo. 

Note 5 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 244 (245) : 7 Low Bur Rul 140 : 15 Cri L Jour 678, 
Kva Nyun v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 319 (322) : 36 Mad 585 : 15 Cr. L. J. 197, Public Prosecutor- 
v. Abdul Hamid. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 775 (776, 777): 55 Mad 256 : 32 Cr.L.J. 1276, Sundaram Aiyer 
v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1377, Dori v. Emperor. (If the verdict 
is clear the Judge cannot charge the jury afresh.) 

[Sec (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 260(261, 262):26 Cr.L.J. 532, Khirodc Kumar \. Emperor .'] , 

2. (1864) 1 Suth W R Cr Letters 13 (13). 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 13 (13), Queen v. Sakhaut Sheikh. 

3. (’80) 6 Cal L R 349 (350, 351), Empress v. Mahuddi. 

4. (1864) 1 Suth V R Cr 50 (50, 51), Queen v. TJckoor Ghose. 

See also S. 304 Note 1. 

5 (’27) AIR 1927 All 721 (723):50 All 365 : 28 Cr.L.J. 950, Sur Nath v. Emperor. . 
5k. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 640 (640, 641) : 60 Cal 729 : 34 Cri L Jour 1084, Bafat' 
Sheikh v. Emperor. 
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intended, asked them questions and from their answers found that Section 303 
they were in doubt as to what they meant and sent them back to Note 5 
reconsider their verdict, it was held that until the jury had intimated 
under which part of s. 304, Penal Code, their verdict fell, there was 
no complete verdict capable of being accepted and recorded, that their 
subsequent answers showed that they had come to no unanimous 
verdict and that it was the duty of the Judge to send them back for 
further consideration of their verdict . 0 

See also the undermentioned cases . 7 


304 * When by accident or mistake a wrong Section 305 
Amending verdict. verdict is delivered, the jury may, 
before or immediately after it is recorded, amend the 
verdict, and it shall stand as ultimately amended. 

1. Grounds for amendment. — A verdict can be amended by 
the jury only where by accident or mistake a wrong verdict is delivered. 

The section contemplates cases where the verdict delivered is not in 
accordance with what was really intended to be delivered by the jury. 

Where there is no mistake or accident in the delivery of the verdict but 
the verdict is erroneous by reason of the jury having misunderstood 
the law, it can be corrected only under s. 307 by a reference to the High 
Court . 1 Similarly, where the jury delivered a verdict of not guilty of 
murder but guilty of culpable homicide not amounting to murder and 
the Judge asked them under what part of S. 304, Penal Code, they found 
the accused guilty, it was held that the jury could not review their 
former verdict or amend it unless by mistake or accident a wrong verdict 
had been delivered . 2 So also, where the jury delivered a unanimous 
verdict of not guilty but in answer to some questions by the Judge they 
said that they had been misled by the notes of their foreman and 
wanted to reconsider their verdict, it was held that the verdict could not 
be said to have been delivered by accident or mistake and could not be 
amended under this section . 3 

But where there has been no legal verdict at all, as where the jury 
gave a verdict to the effect “we have no doubt that the accused killed 
the deceased, we think that the deceased gave no provocation, but we 
do not think it miu'der, because the prisoner had no object in killing,” 

* 1882 : S. 304; 1872 and 1861— Nil. 

6. .(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 68 (70) : 4 Rang 488 : 28 Cr. L. J. 213 (F B), Emperor v. 

Nga Tin Gyi. 

7. (’94) 2 Weir 514 (514), In re Verappan. (Jury got confused and did not 
understand the remarks of the Judge — Direction to reconsider the verdict was 
proper.) 

(’86) 2 Weir 497 (498), In re Dorasawmy Aiya Tevan. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 36 (36), Queen v. Gokool Kahcir. 

Section 304 — Note 1 

1. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 331 (332) : 28 Bom 412: 6 Bom LR Z§l,Emperorv.Kondiba. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 775(776) : 55 Mad 256 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1276, Sundaramv. Emperor. 

2. (’98) 1898 Rat 982 (983), Queeii-Empress v. Chunilal Vithal.- 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 285 (285) : 14 Ind Cas 669 (Mad), In re Rama Nailcer. 
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Section 305 
Notes 4-3 


the jury could be asked to re-consider their verdict . 4 It has also been 
held that the Judge will not be acting wrongly in asking the jury to 
re-consider their verdict where it is absurd or confused or not clear 
and definite . 5 

All the evidence on both sides should be concluded before the case 
can be submitted to the jury. There is no power in the Judge to present 
a case to the jury subject to any conditions and once they deliver the 
verdict they cannot re-consider the same except under this section. 
Thus, where a Judge presented a case to the jury before the defence 
evidence was heard and they gave a verdict of guilty, and then further 
defence evidence was taken and the jury submitted a fresh verdict, it 
w r as held that the second verdict was a nullity and the judgment 
thereon was without jurisdiction . 0 

Even after formally delivering the verdict the jury ought to he 
allowed if they wish to do so, to say immediately after their verdict 
what they had in their mind in order that the delivery of the verdict 
may be complete . 7 

2. Time for amendment. — This section provides for an amend- 
ment of a wrong verdict but it clearly contemplates that such a verdict 
can be amended only before or immediately after it is recorded, in 
other words, before the jurors have left the Court and while they are 
still under the observance of the presiding Judge . 1 Where the foreman 
publicly announced the verdict as the unanimous verdict of all the 
members, in the hearing of all and without any dissent on the part of ' 
any of them, and the verdict was recorded and the accused acquitted, 
the Court refused to set aside the verdict when it was learnt some days 
after that the verdict was not the unanimous verdict of the jury . 2 

3. Final verdict to stand. — Where there is some uncertainty 
in the minds of the jury, the Judge can question them. In such a case, 
there is no verdict delivered and there could be no verdict formally 

4. (1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 50 (50, 51), Queen v. Uclcoor Ghosc. 

See also S. 308 Note 5. 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 320 (320) : 57 Cal 61 : 31 Cri L Jour 761, Hamid Ali v. 
Emperor. (Absurd verdict cannot be taken as a verdict of not guilty.) 

•(’94) 2 Weir 514 (514), In rc Veerappan. (Jury confused — Verdict can be 
reconsidered.) 

■(’34) AIR 1934 Oudk 34 (35), Emperor v. Vidya Sagar. (Verdict not clear and 
definite may be sent to jurors for a clear one.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 118 (118, 119) : 58 Cal 1335 : 33 Cr. L. J. 135, Girislichandra 
Namadas v. Emperor. (Conviction based on fresh verdict is not illegal where the 
original one was based on a misconception.) 

See also S. 297 Note 18 and S. 302 Note 1. 

•6. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 17 (20, 21) : 4 Lah 382 : 25 Cri L Jour 377, John Thomas 
Lyme v. Emperor. (It is immaterial that the second verdict is in efiect the same 
as the first.) 

7. (’03) 30 Cal 485 (487, 488), Narayan Changa v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 815 (817) : 1913 Pun Re No. 6 Cr : 17 1. C. 559 (FB), .Emperor 
v. Brein Bonham Carter. 

■(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 345 (348, 349) : 58Calll38 : 32 Cr.L.J. 598, Ifatullah v. Emperor. 

.2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 815 (S21) : 17 I. C. 559: 1913 Pun Re No. 6 Cr (FB), Emperor 
v. Brein Bonham Carter. 
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recorded until the last of the questions has been answered 1 and it is the Section 305 
verdict as ultimately amended that should stand. An amendment of Note 3 
the charge under s. 227 can be made at any time till the final verdict of 
the jury in this sense is returned. 2 See also s. 227 Note G. 

305 .* ( 1 ) When in a ease tried before a High Section 305 
Verdict in High Court Court the jury are unanimous in 
when to prevail. their opinion, or when as many as 

six are of one opinion and the Judge agrees with 
them, the Judge shall give judgment in accordance 
with such opinion. 

( 2) When in any such ease the jury are satisfied 
that they will not be unanimous, but six of them are 
of one opinion, the foreman shall so inform the Judge. 

Discharge of jury (3) If the Judge disagrees with 

in other cases. the majority, he shall at once dis- 
charge the jury. 

(4) If there are not so many as six who agree in 
opinion, the Judge shall, after the lapse of ,such time 
as he thinks reasonable, discharge the jury. 

1. Scope of the section. — Under this section, if the jury return 
a unanimous verdict, the Judge must pass judgment in accordance 
with it, whether or not he agrees with the opinion of the jury. 1 If the 
jury are not unanimous but six of them are of one opinion and the 
Judge agrees with them, such opinion has the same legal force as a 
unanimous verdict of the jury and the Judge must pass judgment in 
accordance therewith. 2 When the Judge disagrees with the opinion of 
the majority of the jury under sub-s.(3), it is competent to him to 
express his view as to the innocence or guilt of the accused. 3 When the 
verdict of the jury is a majority verdict of only five to four, it is 
ineffective either to acquit or convict the accused even if the Judge 
agrees with the verdict. 4 In such cases the Judge shall discharge the 
jury under sub-s.(4). 

As to the procedure to be adopted when the Judge discharges the 
jury under this section, see S. 308. 


* 1882 :S. 305; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

Note 3 

1. (’74) 21 Suth W R Or 1 (2), Queen v. Sustiram Mandat. 

2. (’84) 8 Bom 200 (211, 212), Queen- Empress v. Appa Subliana. 

Section 305 — Note 1 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur 39 (41) : 8 Low Bur Rul 274 : 16 Cr. L. J. 676 (679), 
S. P. Ghosh v. Emperor. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 773 (784) ; 16 Cri L Jour 561 (566, 571, 572) (PB), Emperor 
v. Upendra Nath Das. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 189 (191) : 36 Cri L Jour 1359, Premchand v. Emperor. 
(Judge disagreeing with majority — Jury not insulted by such disagreement.) 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 189 (189) : 36 Cr.L. J. 1359, Premcliand v. Emperor. 
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Section 306 


306 .* (i) When in a case tried before the 
Verdict in Court Court of Session the Judge does not 
prevail. think it necessary to express disagree- 

ment with the verdict of the jurors or of a majority 
of the jurors, he shall give judgment accordingly. 

(2) If the accused is acquitted, the Judge shall 
record judgment of acquittal. If the accused is 
convicted, the Judge shall, unless he proceeds in 
accordance with the provisions of section 562, pass 
sentence on him according to law. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Verdict to prevail where Judge 

does not disagree with it. 


3. Judgment to be according to the 

verdict. 

4. Sentence to be according to law. 

5. Judgment of acquittal. 


1. Legislative changes. — The words “unless he proceeds in 
accordance with the provisions of s. 562” were added by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, xvm of 1923. 

2. Yerdiot to prevail where Judge does not disagree with 
it. — In a trial by jury, the position of a Judge in India differs 
from that of a Judge in England who is merely an instrument for 
passing a sentence or directing a release, once a verdict is given. In 
India the Judge must under this section and the next, make up his ' 
mind whether he agrees or disagrees zuith the verdict , 1 and the duty 
of deciding whether the verdict is to be accepted or not lies upon him 
alone . 2 In the former case, he should act under this section, and in 
the latter case, under the next section , 3 This does not mean that 
whenever he disagrees with the verdict he is bound to make a reference 
to the High Court. He must be of opinion that it is necessary in the 
ends of justice to submit the case to the High Court . 4 The Judge may 
disagree with the verdict and yet not think it necessary to express 
disagreement, and in such a case this section requires that he shall 
accept the verdict . 5 


* 1882 : S. 306; 1872 : S. 263; 1861 : S. 3S0. 


Section 306 — Note 2 

1. (’82) AIR 1932 Lab 345 (348) ; 13 Lab 573 : 33 Gr.L.J. 220, Emperor v. Berwick. 
(Tbe provisions of Ss. 306 and 307 are mandatory.) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (541) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694 : 38 Cri L Jour 1075, 
Afsar Shaikh v. Emperor. (High Court cannot'direct J udge to make a reference to it.) 

3. (’80) 5 Cal 871 (874), Govt, of Bengal v. Maliaddi. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (541) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694 : 38 Cr.L.J. 1075, Afsar 
Shaikh v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 415 (416):56 Cal 473:30 Cr.L.J. 1036, Ibrahim Hollar. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (314) : 8 Pat 344 ; 30 Cr.L.J. 721, Bamdas Bai v. Emperor. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 All 195 (196) ; I L R (1937) All 419 : 38 Cr. L. J. 465, Manjia 
v. Emperor. (Judge doubtful and of opinion that benefit of doubt should be 
given to accused but not thinking it necessary to express disagreement — Case 
falls under s. 306.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (542) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694 : 38 Cri L Jour 1075, Afsar 
Sheikh v. Emperor. 
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Where the Sessions Judge doe3 not think it necessary to express 
disagreement, it would be proper for him not to advertise the fact 
of his disagreement as it would be unnecessary and irrelevant. 0 He 
cannot record evidence in the absence of the jury and rely on it for 
~the purpose of determining whether or not he should disagree with 
the verdict. 7 

The Judge has no power to control the jury and direct them to 
give a specified verdict. It is for the jury alone to convict or acquit 
the accused as they think proper 8 and where the verdict entirely 
depends on oral evidence, weight should be attached to the verdict of 
the jury whose function it is to decide the questions of fact. 9 

Where the verdict of the jury is in accordance with the general 
trend of the charge of the Judge, there is no need for the Judge to 
give any reasons for accepting the verdict. But where the verdict is 
not only inconsistent in itself in view of the evidence but is also 
•clearly against the trend of the charge, the Judge owes a duty not 
•only to the appellate Court but also to his own judicial conscience to 
state his reasons for accepting the verdict. 10 

3. Judgment to be according to the verdict. — Where the 
•Judge does not consider it necessary to express disagreement with the 
verdict of the jury, he is bound to give judgment accordingly. It is 
not open to him, when he has once accepted the verdict and postponed 
the case for passing sentence, to reconsider his order and refer the 
ease to the High Court under section 307 of the Code. 1 When a charge 
triable with the aid of assessors is tried with the aid of the jury, the 
trial is not, in view of S. 536, illegal and the verdict must be accepted 
as a legal one. If the Judge disagrees with the verdict he must proceed 
under section 307, and cannot treat the verdict as the opinion of the 
assessors and record a finding in opposition to that verdict. 2 

4. Sentence to be according to law. — The Judge in passing 
sentence after conviction according to the verdict should give no 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 165 (166) : 37 Cr.L.J. 26, Mhasku Main v. Emperor. (S. 306 
does not require that the Judge should agree with the verdict before accepting it, 
but only that he should not think it necessary to express disagreement.) 

■6. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (542) : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694 : 38 Cr. L. J. 1075, Afsar 
Shaikh v. Emperor. 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 415 (416) : 56 Cal 473 : 30 Cri L Jour 1036, Ibrahim Molla v. 

Emperor. (See observations of Rankin, C. J.) 

'7. (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 42 (43) : 7 Bom L R 97 9, Emperor v. Ningappa Sayadappa. 

8. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 22 (23), Queen v. Joy Kisto Gossamy. 

9. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 273 (273) : 34 Cri L Jour 731, Emperor v. Sitalu Ahir. 

•( ' 76) 25 Suth W R Cr 25 (26), Queen v. Wiizir Mvndal. (It is the province of the 
jury to decide the credibility of witnesses.) 

10. (’37) 1937 MW N737 (738), NachappaGoundan v. Emperor. (His failure to give 
reasons makes it impossible for the appellate Court to regard such acceptance as 
a judicial act.) 

Note 3 

1. (1900) 4 Cal "W N 683 (683), Queen-Empress v. Mojahur Rahman. 

See also S. 307 Note 3. 

2. (’01) 25 Bom 6SO(682):3BomLB278(FB),ivi;i0-.Ewpcjw v. Parbhu Sanhar. 
(’99) 23 Bom 696 (697) : 1 Bom L R 114, Queen-Empress v. Jaip-am. 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 405 (408, 409), In re Bhootnath Day. 

(’98) 25 Cal 555 (557), Surja Eurmi v. Queen-Empress. 

See also S. 269 Note 3, S. 307 Note 15 and S. 309 Note 13. 


Section 306 
Notes 2-4 
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Section 306 
Notes 5-5 


Section 307 


weight whatever to any doubts he had personally entertained as to 
the propriety of the verdict of the jury; he cannot mitigate the 
sentence on that account. Having accepted the verdict he is bound to 
pass sentence according to law as if he had agreed with the verdict . 1 
The sentence again must he suitable to the offence of which the 
accused is found guilty though the Judge thinks a graver offence has 
been committed . 2 When a number of persons are charged under ss. 149 
and 302 of the Penal Code and it is not possible to say who struck the 
fatal blow, it cannot be assumed that there is no case for a capital 
sentence . 3 

S. Judgment of acquittal. — The prisoner is entitled to be 
discharged from custody immediately a judgment of acquittal is 
pronounced when there is no other charge pending against him. His 
further detention is illegal and no formal warrant of release from the 
Judge to the Superintendent of the jail is necessary . 1 


307 .* (l) If in any such, case the Judge 
Procedure where disagrees with the verdict of the 
fgree°s n wit J h tlrdich jurors, or of a majority of the jurors, 
on all or any of the charges on which any accused 
person has been tried, and is clearly of opinion that it 
is necessary for the ends of justice to submit the case' 
in respect of such accused person to the High Court, 
he shall submit the case accordingly, recording the 


* Code of 1882 : S. 307. 

Same except that for the words “so completely that he considers,” the 
words “and is clearly of opinion that” in sub-s.(l) were substituted in original 
section of 1898 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 263 paras. 5 and 6. 

263. ...... 

If the Court disagrees with the verdict of the jurors, or of a majority of such 
jurors, and considers it necessary for the ends of justice to do so, it may submit 
the case to the High Court, and may either remand the prisoner to custody, or 
admit him to bail. 

The High Court shall deal with the case so submitted as with an appeal,' 
but it may convict the accused person on the facts, and if it does so, shall pass 
such sentence as might have been passed by the Court of Session. 

Code of 1861 — Nil. 


Note 4 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 610 (612) : 40 Cr. L. J. 880, 2lohscna Khatun v. Emperor. 
(Judge accepting verdict of guilty of murder is not justified in passing a lesser 
penalty on the ground that it was a suspicious case.) 

(’29) AIR 1929Pat313(316):8Pat344:30GriL Jour 721, Belindas Eai v. Emperor. 
(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 29 (30), Queen v. Sheikh Ghulam. (The Judge may take 
other steps to get the release of the accused if he thinks the charge against him. 
is not made out.) 

2. (’17) 21 Cal W N cxxxix (cxxxix), Azu Sheikh v. King-Emperor. 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 All 160 (161) : 30 Cri L Jour 559, Parshadi v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’69-70) 5 Mad H C R App ii (ii, iii). 
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grounds of his opinion, and, when the verdict is one 
of acquittal, stating the offence which he considers 
to have been committed, and in such case, if the 
accused is further charged under the provisions of 
section 310, shall proceed to try him on such charge 
as if such verdict had been one of conviction.' 


(2) Whenever the Judge submits a case under 
this section, he shall not record judgment of acquittal 
or of conviction on any of the charges on which such 
accused has been tried, but he may either remand 
such accused to custody or admit him to bail. 

(3) In dealing with the case so submitted the 
High Court may exercise any of the powers which 
it may exercise on an appeal, and subject thereto it 
shall, after considering the entire evidence and after 
giving due weight to the opinions of the Sessions- 
Judge and the jury, acquit or convict such accused of 
any offence of which the jury could have convicted 
him upon the charge framed and placed before it; 
and, if it convicts him, may pass such sentence as 
might have been passed by the Court of Session. 

The words “any accused person” in sub-s. (1) and the words “such accused”' 
in sub-ss. (2) and (3) were substituted for the words ‘‘the accused,” and the words 

‘‘in respect of such accused person,” and the words “and in such case one 

of conviction” in sub-s. (1) were inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure- 
(Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope and object of the section. 

2. Who can refer. 

3. ‘‘Disagrees with the verdict.” 

4. ‘‘Is clearly of opinion that it is 

necessary for the ends of 
justice.” 

5. ‘‘Submit the case.” 

6. “In respect of such accused 

person.” 

7. Grounds of opinion to be 
v recorded. 

8. Reference against verdict of 

acquittal. 

9. Charge under S. 310. 

10. “Shall not record judgment of 

acquittal or of conviction.” ; 

10a. Bail pending reference to High 
Court. 

11, Powers of the High Court under 

this section. 


12. Reference in case falling- 

under S, 449. See S. 449 
Note 7. 

13. "After giving due weight to 

the opinions of the Sessions 
Judge and the jury.” 

14. Power of High Court to 

order re-trial or order 
additional evidence to be 
taken. 

15. Verdict of jury in cases not 

triable by jury — Applica- 
bility of this section. 

16. Acquit or convict of any 

offence, etc. 

17. Procedure at the hearing of 
reference. 

18. Notice of reference. 

19. Difference between Judges- 

hearing reference — Pro- 
cedure. 

) 20. Appeal. 


Section 30T 
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Section 307 
Note 1 


Other Tonics (miscellaneous) 


Acceptance of verdict on some charges. 
See Notes 3 and 5. 

Applicability of S. 537. See Note 11. 
Considerations for High Court. See 
Note 11. 

Contents of reference. See Note 7. 
Conviction for offence not charged. See 
Note 16. 

District Magistrate — Reference by. See 
Note 2. 

High Court on reference -whether exer- 
cises original jurisdiction. See Note 14. 
High Court’s direction to refer a ease. 
See Note 1. 

Irregular references — No interference. 
See Note 1. 

Judge’s speculations or jury’s conclu- 
sions. See Note 13. 

Legislative changes. See Notes 2 and 

11 . 

No reference — No interference by High 
Court. See Note 1. 


No reference to materials not placed 
before jury. See Note 7. 

Questions of fact — Findings. See Note 11. 

Reasons foropinionof jury. SeeNotel3. 

Reference — When made. See Notes '1 
and 4. 

Reference — When not to be made. See 
Notes 1 and 4. 

Reference of whole case. See Notes 5, 
6 and 15. 

Reflections on jurors. See Note 7. 

Relative weight to Judge’s and jury’s 
views. See Note 13. 

Right to begin. See Note 17. 

Several accused — Reference as to same. 
See Note 6. 

Sind Judicial Commissioner — High 
Court and not Sessions Court. SeeNote 2. 

“Subject thereto” — Effect. See Note 11. 

Trial Judge and his successor. SeeNote 2. 

Verdict and opinion. See Note 11. 


1. Scope and object of the section. — This section provides for 
-a reference to the High Court, in cases tried by jury, where the Judge — 

(1) disagrees with the verdict, and 

(2) is clearly of opinion that it is necessary for the ends of justice 
to submit the case to the High Court. 1 

A Judge in this country is not, like a Judge in an English Court, 
an instrument for passing a sentence or directing a release once tae 
verdict is given (compare provisions of S. 305, in regard to Sessions 
"trials in High Court); he must make up his mind whether he agrees or 
disagrees with the verdict, and, in the 'latter case, he must form an 
•opinion whether in the interests of justice it is necessary to submit the 
case to the High Court. 2 To this extent the matter may be said to be 
in the discretion of the Court. But where the two conditions are 
-satisfied, the section requires that the Judge shall make the reference ; 
the reference is no longer a matter of discretion, but is one of 
■obligation. 5 The’ object of the section is really to provide a safeguard, 
iii trials by jury, against possible miscarriage of justice. 4 


Section 307 — Note 1 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (26) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : I L R (1940) Nag 394 (FB), ’ 
Dattatraya Sadaslii v v. Emperor. 

■(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (541) : 38 Or. L. J. 1075 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694, Afsar 
Shaikh v. Emperor. 

•(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 743 (744) : 6 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Irya Doddappa. 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 338 (388) : 30 Cri L Jour 1078, Emperor v. Jnkhan. 

<(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 472 (474) : 34 Cri L Jour 965, Emperor v. Makhanlal. (Dis- 
agreement with opinion of jury is one of the conditions precedent to maldng 
reference under S. 307.) 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Lak 345 (348) : 13 Lab 573 : 33 Cr. L. J. 220, Emperor v. Bamuick. 
■3. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (26) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : I L R (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 

Dattatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 795 (796) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1006, SarodaCharanMistri v. Emperor. 
•(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 15 (17) : 57 Cal 1183 : 32 Cr. L. J. 452, Jogi Ear v. Emperor. 
(That a Judge had he been a member of jury might have given another verdict 
is no ground for reference.) 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 415 (416) : 56 Cal 473 : 30 Cr.L.J.1036, Ebrahim v. Emperor. 
•4. (’87) 9 All 420 (425) : 1887 AWN 39, Queen-Empress v. McCarthy. 
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Where the Judge, either does not disagree with the verdict or is Section 307 

not clearly of opinion that it is necessary in the ends of justice to Note 1 
make the reference, he is neither bound 5 nor entitled 0 to submit the 
case to the High Court under this section. Where a reference is made 
in such cases, the High Court will not act on it or interfere with the 
verdict on the basis of such reference. 7 

Where no reference is made by the Sessions Judge under this 
section, the High Court cannot interfere with the verdict of the jury 8 
unless it is erroneous owing to a misdirection by the Judge, or to a 
misunderstanding on the part of the jury of the law as laid down by 
him, in which case the High Court can interfere on appeal (s. 423(2)) 
or in revision. 9 Nor can the High Court direct the Judge to make a 
reference. 10 

Where the jury have returned a clear and unambiguous verdict, 
it is not open to the Judge to re-charge the jury and ask them to 
return a fresh verdict merely because he disagrees with their verdict. 

The Judge can only refer the case to the High Court under this section, 
if he thinks fit to do so. 11 


(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 15 (17) : 57 Cal 1183 : 32 Cr. L. J.452, Jogi Kar v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 601 (603) : 33 Cr. L. J. 11, Bhondar v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 847 (849) : 62 Cal 337 : 36Cr.L..T.358, Ilu v. Emperor. (The 
powerful weapon conferred by this section is not available even to a Judge trying 
a sessions case with a jury in the High Court.) 

5. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 120(123, 124):6 Pat 817:29 Cr.L.J. 81, Ba jit Mian \. Emperor. 
(No disagreement with the verdict— Judge not bound to make a reference.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 728 (729) : 27 Cri L Jour 398, HariCharan v. Emperor. (Mere 
disagreement without considering that it is in the ends of justice to make a 
reference.) 

(’97) 2 Ca.\\\S 49(54), Quccn-Enwcssv.ChatradhariGoala. (Judge thinking that 
it was not necessary for theendsof justice to submit thecase is not bound to submit.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 47 (48) : 50 Cal 658 : 24 Cri L Jour 838, Eran Khan v. Emperor. 
[See (’91) 14 Mad 36 (37) : 2 Weir 390, Queen-Empress v. Chinna Tevan. (Judge 
disagreeing with the verdict but not submitting the case under S. 307 — High 
Court has no power to interfere with the verdict when there is no misdirection.) 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 93 (94) (Mad), In re Kaiyan .] 

6. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294): 41 Cal 662 :T5 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. Madan 
Mondial. 

[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 208 (208) : 31 Cri L Jour 54, Emperor v. Bhukhan 
Dubey. (DiSerent view taken by Sessions Judge is no ground for reference.)] 

7 . (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 453 (455): 50 Cal 41:24 Cr.L.J. 763, Emperor \. Pro fulla. 

8. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 120 (123, 124):6 Pat 817:29 Cr.L.J. 81, Ba jit Mian v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 728 (729, 730): 27 Cr.L.J. 398, Hari Charan Dasv. Emperor. 

(Where the verdict is vitiated by misdirection causing a failure of justice the High 
Court will interfere.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 93 (93, 94) (Mad), In re Kaiyan. 

(’91) 14 Mad 36 (37) : 2 Weir 390, Queen-Empress v. Chinna Tevan. 

(’90) 13 Mad 343 (344) : 2 Weir 389, Queen-Empress v. Guruvadu. 

9. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (443) : 38 Cr. L. J. 919-: 16 Pat 413, Eamcshivar Singh 
v. Eihperor. (High Court interfered in revision.) 

10 . (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (541) : 38 Cri L Jour 1075 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694, 
A fsar Shickh v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (443) : 38 Cri L Jour &19 : 16 Pat 413, Ramcsliwar Singh v. 
Emperor. (AIR 1925 Cal 795, dissented from.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 47 (48): 50 Cal 658:24 Cr.L.J. 838, Earan Klianv. Emperor. 
(’97) 2 Cal W N 49 (54), Queen-Empress v. Chafradhari Goala. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 444 (445, 446) : 29 Cri L Jour 819, Bcpin Chandra v. Emperor. 
[Cut see (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 795 (796) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1006, Saroda Charan Mistri v. 
Emperor.'] 

11. (’35) AIR 1935 All 1020 (1022) : 36 Cri L Jour 1377, Dori v. Emperor. 
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Section 307 
Notes 1-3 


As to applicability of the section to cases erroneously tried by 
jury, see Note 15. 

2. Who can refer. — The words “in any such case” refer to 
cases tried before a Court of Session and consequently the word 
“Judge” must mean the Sessions Judge. 

A reference under this section is not invalid in consequence of 
its having been made by a Judge who held the trial, but who, at the 
time of the reference had ceased to be a Judge. 1 

•It has been held by the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind 
that the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind is a High Court and 
not a Court of Session for the purposes of this section and that 
consequently, a Judge of that Court holding a sessions trial by jury 
has no power to make a reference under this section. 2 

Under the Code as it stood before 1923, there were certain 
provisions such as S. 451, under which a District Magistrate was 
empowered to make a reference under this section to the High Court. 3 
These have now been repealed. 

3. “ Disagrees with the verdict.” — As has been seen in Note l, 
the Judge cannot make a reference under this section unless he 
disagrees with the verdict. Under the Code of 1882 the disagreement 
was required to be so complete that it was necessary in the ends of 
justice to make a reference. The words “so completely that” have been 
omitted in the present Code, with the result that the fact that the Judge 
disagrees with the verdict need not always involve the proposition 
that it would be in the ends of justice to make a reference: the words 
“ends of justice” mean something more than mere disagreement, and 
the necessity of submitting the case depends upon the gravity of 
the offence, and its prevalence and other considerations of a similar 
nature. 1 A contrary view, namely that unless the disagreement is 
such as to involve the necessity of making, in the ends of justice, 
a reference under this section, it. is not a disagreement at all, has 

Note 2 

1. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 3S6 (387) : 2 C L J 4S, Emperor v. Dll Mohommad ShcUch. 
(The Judge who makes a reference must be one who heard the evidence and held 
the trial and not his successor.) 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (218): 41 Cr.L. J.28: I LR (1940) Kar 249, Shcivaram 
Jcthanand v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Sind 149 (152, 157, 161) : 22 Sind LR 349 : 29 Cr. L. J.945 (EB), 
Emperor v. Jianand. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 34 (34, 35) : 25 Cr. L. J. 428, Emperor v. Mittoo. 

[But see (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 145 (146) : 26 Cr. L. J. 609 (609) : 16 Sind L R 143, 
Emperor v. Pir Mohamcd Bux.} 

See also S. 266 Note 4. 

3. (’02) 29 Cal 128 (132) : 6 C W N 253, Emperor v. Lyall. 

(’14) AIR 1914 L. B. 23 (24) : 7 L. B. R. 319 : 15 Cr. L. J. 243, Emperor v. A.J. 
CooTee. 

[See (’87) 9 All 420 (423) : 1887 A W N 39, Queen v. McCarthy. (Clause 
6, S. 8 of the Act IH of 1884 confers upon the District Magistrate the same 
powers of reference as the Sessions Judge.)] 

Note 3 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 404 (405) ; 34 Cr, L. J. G08, Emperor v. Panchanon Sarlcar. 
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however been taken in the undermentioned eases . 10 It is submitted 
that this view is riot correct. 

The word “disagrees" in this section means that the Judge thinks it 
necessary to express disagreement. In other words, the section requires 
that the Judge must not only disagree, but must think it necessary 
to express disagreement, for, otherwise, he would be bound to give 
judgment according to the verdict under S. 306. 2 Cases can be conceived 
of in which the Judge thinks it necessary for the ends of justice to 
submit the case but yet does not think it necessary to express disagree- 
ment with the verdict. Thus, where the jury bring in a verdict of 
guilty but the Judge feels satisfied of the innocence of the accused, it 
may be said that the ends of justice require a reference to be made. 
But still, the Judge may think that the High Court is not likely to 
interfere as the verdict is not perverse and may therefore refrain from 
expressing disagreement with the verdict of the jury and proceed 
under S. 30G. 3 Thus, the mere fact that the ends of justice may, in the 
•opinion of the Judge, require a reference to be made, does not mean 
that the Judge should think it necessary to express disagreement with 
the verdict of the jury. But at the same time, it may be taken that if 
the ends of justice do not require a reference to be made, the Judge 
will not think it necessary to express disagreement with the verdict. 
Bee also the case cited below . 4 

The disagreement contemplated by the section is with the verdict 
and not merely with the grounds on which the verdict was given: 
thus, where the jury gave a verdict of acquittal and the Judge was of 
the opinion that the jury ought to have given the benefit of doubt to 
the accused rather than have believed the defence version, it was held 
that this did not amount to disagreement with the verdict . 6 But where 
the jury return a verdict of guilty and the Judge is doubtful about the 
absolute innocence of the accused but is distinctly of opinion that the 
benefit of doubt should be given to the accused, there is sufficient 
disagreement so as to entitle him to make a reference . 6 

Where the Judge directs the jury that if they find the accused 
not guilty of the offence charged, they might find him guilty of a 
lesser offence, and the jury give a verdict of not guilty but the Judge 
is of opinion that the accused is guilty of the minor offence, it has 

la. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (443) : 38 Cr. L. J. 919 : 16 Pat 413, Bameshwar 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 246 (247) : 11 Pat 669: 33 Cr. L. J. 877, Emperor v. Bafi Mian. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 41S (416) : 56 Cal 473 : 30 Cr.L. J. mS.Ebrahimr. Emperor. 
■(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 795 (795) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1006, Saroda Cliaran v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (541, 542) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1075 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694, 
Afsar Shaikh v. Emperor. 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 540 (541, 542) : 38 Cr L. J. 1075 : I L R (1937) 2 Cal 694, 
A fsar Shaikh v. Emperor. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (25) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : I L R (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 
Dattatray Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Niyogi and Bose, JJ., in Order of Reference: 
Ss. 298 and 299 show that Judge is entitled to disagree only when he considers 
that no reasonable jury would have reached the conclusion in question.) 

5. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 404 (405) : 34 Cr.L. J.608, Emperor v. Panchanon Sarkar. 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 All 195 (196) : 38 Cr, L. J. 465 : I L R (1937) All 419, Manjia 
v. Emperor. 


Section 307 
Note 3 
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been held that it is sufficient disagreement within the meaning of 
this section. 7 

Where, however, on a charge of an offence under S. 326, read with 
S. 149, Penal Code, the jury acquitted the accused on the charge of 
rioting, and the Judge agreed with such verdict, it was held that the 
Judge could not say that he disagreed with the verdict so far as an 
offence under S. 326 alone was concerned, and make a reference under 
this section. 8 

Where once the verdict is accepted, the Judge cannot at the time 
of passing the sentence, change his mind and disagree with the verdict, 
so as to make a submission under this section. 0 
See also Note 4. 

4. “Is clearly of opinion that it is necessary for the ends 
of justice.” — There is a difference of opinion on the question whether 
the power of the Judge to make a submission under this section is 
limited to cases where he is satisfied that the verdict is 'perverse or 
manifestly wrong or is unreasonable. According to the High Courts 
of Lahore 1 and Patna, la the power is not so limited but it is sufficient 
if he be clearly of opinion that a reference is necessary for the ends of 
justice. A Pull Bench of the High Court of Madras has, on the other 
hand, held that in order to enable the Judge to make a submission, he 
should come to the conclusion that the verdict is one which is 
unreasonable . 2 A Pull Bench decision of the Nagpur High Court also 
contains an opinion that the condition as to the Judge being clearly 
of opinion that it is necessary for the ends of justice to submit the 
case would be satisfied only if in the opinion of the Judge, the jury 
had arrived at a perverse verdict. 23 The decisions of the Calcutta High 
Court are conflicting. 20 See also Note 8. It may be conceded that when 

7. (’29) AIR 1929 Nag 114 (115) : 30 Cr. L. J. 793, Emperor v. Harilal Tamboli. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 108 (110) : 24 Cr, L. J. 674, Emperor v. Hari Das Mitra. 

(’OS) 8 Cr. L. J. 143 (144) : 10 Bom L R 632, Emperor v. Chandra Krishna. 

8. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294): 41 Cal 662: 15 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. Madan 
Mondal. 

9. (1900) 4 Cal W N 683 (683), Queen-Empress v. Mojahnr Holman. 

See also S. 306 Note 3. 

Note 4 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 345 (34S):13Lah 573:33 Cr.L.J. 220, Emperor v. Barwick. 
la. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (3 14): 8 Pat 344: 30 Cr.L.J. 721, Bamdas Bai v. Emperor. . 
(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 246 (247) : 11 Pat 669 : 33 Cri L Jour 877, Emperor v. Bafi 

Mian. (Case law discussed.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pat 440 (442) : 38 Cri L Jour 919 : 16 Pat 413, Bamesliwar Singh 
v. Emperor, (Judge must apply bis mind to case and decide whether ends of 
justice demand reference — No hard and fast rule can be laid down.) 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1186 (1190): 51 Mad 956 : 30 Cr. L. J. 317 (FB), Veerappa 
Goundan v. Emperor. 

2a. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (26) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 
Dattairaya Sadashiw. Emperor. (Per Stone, C. J., and Grille, J. — Per Niyogi and 1 
Bose, JJ.', in the Order of Reference — Judge not entitled to disagree unless the 
verdict is such that no reasonable jury would return it.) 

(See however (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 50 (52) : ILR (1937) Nag 277: 38 Cri L Jour 303, 
Sakhaivat Imami v. Emperor.] 

2b. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 536 (536) : 19 Cri L Jour 830, Ismail Sarkar v. Emperor. 
(Power of reference not limited to cases where verdict is perverse or manifestly 
wrong.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 795 (796) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1006, Saroda Charan v. Emperor. (Do.) 
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the verdict is perverse or unreasonable or is not supported by evidence, 
it should ordinarily he in the ends of justice to make a submission. In 
such cases the Judge should always make a reference. 3 It may also be 
stated as a rule of guidance that where a verdict cannot be said to be 
unwarranted by the evidence in the case 4 or is one which reasonable 
men might find on the evidence placed before them, 5 no reference should 
be made. But. to say that the power is limited to cases where the 
verdict is considered perverse or unreasonable is to import conditions 
which are not found in the section and is not correct. 

In view of the provisions of this section it is necessary that the 
trial Judge should for himself appreciate the evidence and form his 
own opinion on the case so as to see whether it is necessary for the 
ends of justice to make a reference against the verdict of the jury. 0 

Where the same body of persons sit as jurors as well as assessors 
in a ease (see S.269, sub-s.(3)), the Judge ought not to use their reasons 
given for their opinions delivered as assessors as material for saying, 
that their verdict as jury is perverse. 7 

Where the jury consider the accused guilty of offence X while the 
Judge considers him guilty of offence Y but is punishable with the same 
amount of punishment as Y, the question whether the accused should 
be convicted of the one or the other offence is in the nature of an 
academic one and hardly worth a reference under this section. 8 

5. “ Submit the case.” — Sub-section (2) of this section provides 
that where a case is submitted under this section the Judge shall not 
record a judgment on any of the charges on which a particular accused 
has been tried. It is clear from this that a submission must be of the 

(’2G) AIR 1926 Cal 1107 (1108) 1 27 Cr.L.J. 1402, Jahur Sheikh v. Emperor. (Do.)’ 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 65 (69) : 14 Cri L Jour 660 (664) : 41 Cal 621, Emperor v. 
Surnamoyec Biswas. (Verdict of jury should bemanifestly wrong before reference 
is made — Opinion of Macpkerson, J., in 20 Sutk W R Cr 73, followed.) 

(’36) xVIR 1936 Cal 451 (451) : 38 Cri L Jour 174, Emperor v. Abdul Hussain. 
(Verdict of jury must not be disturbed unless it is perverse.) 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 370 (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 176,. In re Ambalam. (Trial of 
several accused for the same offence before the same Judge and jury — Evidence 

■ the same against all and summing up of Judge for the acquittal of all — Jury 
giving verdict of not guilty to one only and guilty to the rest — Verdict is perverse 

■ and reference should be made.) 

(’90) 13 Mad 343 (344) : 2 Weir 389, Queen-Empress v, Guruvadu. (Verdict not 
• supported by evidence.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 15 (17) : 57 Cal 1183 : 32 Cr. L. J. 452, Jogi Ear v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 174 (175) : 30 Cri L Jour 1114, Emperor v. Lai Mohammad. 
(Verdict which would not be come to by a reasonable man.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 775(776) : 55 Mad 256: 32 Cri L Jour 1276, Stoufarnm Aiyerx. 
Emperor. (Jury misunderstanding the law, and giving an erroneous verdict.) 

4.. (’02) 7 Cal W N 135 (140), King-Emperor v. Ghidghan Gosain. 

5. (’96) 20 Bom 215 (218), Queen-Empress v. Devji Govindji. 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 847 (849) : 62 Cal 337 : 36 Cr. L. J. 358, Ilu v. Emperor. 

7. (’29) 1929 Mad WN 281 (281)(FB), Sessions Judge of South Arcotv.Jailabuddin. 

8. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (25) : 41 Cr.L. J.289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394, Dattatraya 
Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Niyogi and Bose, JJ., in Order of Reference — Where 
Judge can award suitable punishment reference not necessary although he may 
consider that the conviction should be for a different offence.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Bom 60 (61) : 38. Cri L Jour 327, Emperor v. Md. Adam Chohan. 
(Jury finding accused guilty under S. 326, Penal Code — Court disagreeing and 
holding offence under S. 304.) 


Section 30?; 
Notes $-5- 
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whole case against the particular accused and not merely of those 
charges on which he disagrees , 1 since, by this limited reference the 
High Court will be precluded from considering the entire evidence on 
the record against such accused . 2 In other words, the Judge should 
not divide the verdict of the jury, accept a part and make a submission 
with reference to the other part . 3 See also Note 15. 

6. “In respect of such accused person.” — This section does 
not intend that when there are several accused and the Sessions Judge 
is not prepared to accept the verdict of the jury against all hut only 
against some, he should refer the whole case to the High Court. It 
contemplates only a reference in the case of those persons in respect 
of whom the Judge declines to accept the verdict. In respect of any 
other accused against whom the Judge agrees with the verdict of the 
jury, the Judge should convict and sentence or acquit him as the 
case may be . 1 

7. Grounds of opinion to be recorded. — The Judge referring 
a case under this section must first of all record his opinion. If he 
does not record it, it is not possible for the High Court to pass orders 
on the reference . 1 The letter of reference should further state the case, 
the verdict of the jury and concisely the ground upon which the Judge 
differs from the jury and considers it necessary for the ends of justice 
to submit the case to the High Court . 2 It should, in other words, he 

Note 5 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 833(835) : IS Cr.L.J. 551 {553), Emperor v. Annada Charan. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 47 (48) : GO Cal 427 : 34 Cri L Jour 1G4, Emperor v. Divarika 

Nath Gostvami. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal GG5 (GGG.GG7) : 34 Cr.L.J.918(SB), Emperor v.Bisnoo Chandra. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 59G (596) : 30 Cri L Jour 390, Emperor v. Wasira Mahto. 
(’30) AIR 1930 All 489 (489): 52 All 881 : 32 Cr.L.J. 81, Emperor v. NawalBchari. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 15G (157) : 11 Pat 395:33 Cr.L.J.505, Emperor v. Hazari Lai. 
(’99) 27 Cal 144 (148), Queen-Empress v. Dcodhar Singh. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 925 (925) : 27 Cr. L. J. 617, Empcr.or v. Ekabbor. 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 357 (357) : 14 Pat 717 : 36 Cr. L. J. 856, Bamjanam 
Tcwari v. Emperor.)] 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 833 (S35) : 18 Cr.L..T. 551, Emperor v. Annada Charan Bop. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 15G (157): 11 Tat 395 : 33 Cr.L.J. 505, Emperor v. Hazari Lai. 
(’26) AIR 192G Cal 925 (926) : 27 Cr. L. J. 617, Emperor v. Ekabbor. 

[See (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 292 (294) : 41 Cal 662 : 15 Cr. L. J. 155, Emperor v. 
Madan Mondal. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 453 (456) : 50 Cal 41 : 24 Cri L Jour 763, Emperor v. 
Prafulla Kumar Majumdar. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 357(357) : 36 Cr.L.J. 856: 14 Pat717, BamjanamwEmpcror. 

Note 6 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 686 (686, 687) : 39 Cr. L. J. 864, In re Bojji Bcddi. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 731 (731, 732) : 16 Cr. L. J. 321 (322) : 42 Cal 789, Emperor 
v. Babar Ali Gazi. 

Note 7 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (253) : 23 Cr.L.J. 244, Emperor v. Taribullah Shcilch. 
(It is impossible in such a case to give due weight to the opinion of the Judge.) 

■(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 743 (744) : 6 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Irya Doddappa. 

[See also (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 246 (247) : 11 Pat 669 : 33 Cr. L. J. 877, Emperor 
v. Bafi Mian. (Where the verdict of the jury is of acquittal, the Judge should 
state the offence which he considers to have been committed.)] 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 15 (16, 17): 57 Cal 1183: 32 Cr.L.J. 452, Jogikar v. Emperor. 
(’05) 9 Cal WN Ixvi (lxvi), Bajcswari Bairagi v. Emperor. (Sessions Judge not 

stating whether reference is necessary for ends of justice and whether he agrees 
with the verdict — Reference bad in law.) 
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complete in itself and the High Court should not he required to refer to 
the order sheet in order to gather the particulars the section requires to 
supply. 3 It was observed in the undermentioned case 1 that the referring 
order should be in the nature of a judgment which would give the 
High Court a proper summary of the evidence and reasons of the 
learned Judge for holding it to be credible or otherwise. Merely 
repeating remarks made in the charge to the jury and adding such 
vague remarks as “for these and other reasons I submit the case for 
the orders of the High Court” are not sufficient. 5 The Judge should 
state exactly what material portion of the evidence he believes to be 
true and his reasons for arriving at his conclusions. 6 The reference 
•should, further, be based upon the evidence placed before the jury 
•and not on case not so presented to them. The High Court should not 
be asked to consider the ease on matters not placed before the jury. 7 

Where a reference shows that the Judge’s opinion is that the 
•verdict is perverse, but this is not clearly stated, the High Court will 
presume that the reference has been made on the ground that the 
verdict is perverse. 8 

It is unfair for the Judge to make reflections on the conduct of 
-the jurors which are not supported by the record. 9 

8. Eef erence against verdict of acquittal. — Where the Judge 
disagrees with a verdict of acquittal he should in his letter of reference 
■state the offence which he considers to have been committed by the 
accused. 1 But a mere omission to do so will not entail a rejection of 

■(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 10 (16, IS) : : 30 Cri L Jour 210, In re Sakhichand Kumliar. 
(Referring Judge should state his opinion regarding the evidence and especially 
that part on which he relies for conviction.) 

•(’OS) 10 Bom L R 173 (173) : 7 Cri L Jour 192, Emperor v. Chandra Krishna. 
[Sec (’G7) 7 Suth W R Cr G (7), Queen v. Chand Bagdec. (It is the duty of the 
Sessions Judge to record distinctly, whether he agrees with the verdict of the 
jury or not.)] 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (253) : 23 Cr.L.J. 244, Emperor v. Taribullah Sheikh. 
•4. (’23) AIR 1928 All 622 (623,G24):50 All 540:29 Cr.L.J. 342, Emperor v. Sheo Din. 
5. (’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 586 (586):6 Bom LR 519, Emperor v. Dyamanaik Annappanaik. 
•6. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 192 (193) : 10 Bom L R 173, Emperor v. Chandra Krishna. 

(Judge’s view of the evidence and credibility should be given.) 

■(’03) 7 Cal W N 345(347), King-Emperor v. Blmt Nath Ghosc. (Merely asking the 
High Court to take the charge as part of the letter of reference is insufficient.) 
•(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 348 (350) : 23 Cri L Jour 421, Emperor v. Punit Chain. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 743 (744) : 6 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Irya Doddappa. 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 16 (17) : 30 Cri L Jour 210, In re Sakhichand Kumliar. 

7. (’99) 27 Cal 295 (304) : 4 C W N 129, Queen-Empress v. Jadub Das. (In refer- 
ence under S. 307, High Court has to consider the correctness of the verdict on 
the evidence before the jury.) 

[See (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 743 (744) : 6 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Irya Doddappa. 
(Result of another trial not relevant.)] 

■8. (’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 280 (281) : 30 Cr. L. J. 570, Emperor v, Bhagwan Din. 
■(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1186 (1190) : 51 Mad 956 : 30 Cr. L. J. 317 (EB), Veerappa 
Goundan v. Emperor. 

■9. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 323 (326) : 51 Cal 418 : 25 Cri L Jour 776, Mamfru 
Chowdhimj v. Emperor. 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 321 (322) : 51 Cal 347 : 25 Cr.L.J. 758, Emperor v. Dliananjay 
Boy. (Judge remarking that verdict of jury had been affected by the fact that 
accused has connexions of considerable influence and position.) 

Note 8 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 404 (406) : 34 Cr.L.J. 608, Emperor v. Panchanon Sarkar. 
•(’78) 3 Cal 623 (624, 625) : 2 Cal L R 304, Empress v. Sahae Bae. 
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the rofcronco. 2 It lias been held that where the verdict of the jury is 
one of acquittal there is a much greater onus on the Judge to satisfy 
the High Court ns to the necessity of interference than in cases of a 
verdict of guilty 3 and that unless the verdict is manifestly wrong or 
perverse or unreasonable the Judge is not entitled to submit the case 
to the nigh Court in such eases. 1 In some cases it has been held that 
a submission on a pure question of fact is not permissible where the 
verdict is one of acquittal. 5 It is apprehended that this also means that 
unless the verdict is unreasonable or perverse (in which case it will bo 
bad in laiu c ) the case cannot lie submitted to tho High Court. The 
question raised forms part of the larger question discussed in Rote 4 
vie., whether tho power of reference under ibis section is limited to 
cases where tho verdict is perverse or unreasonable and as there does 
not seem to be any special rule of law applicable to cases of acquittal 
alone in this respect, it is submitted that the considerations set forth 
in the above Roto will also apply to such cases if the matter is regarded 
as one of law, although special consideration? may arise in the case of 
acquittals, as a matter of practice .' 

9. Charge under section 310. — Prior to tho amendment 
of the section in 1923, it was hold that in cases of reference under this 
section, there was no conviction or acquittal in the Sessions Court and 
that it was for the High Court to convict or acquit the accused and 
that, therefore, it was not until after conviction by tho High Court 
that the accused could bo asked to plead to prior conviction. 1 The 
present section as amended makes provision for proceeding under 
S. 3io where there is a charge under that section, even before the 
decision of the High Court. 

10. " Shall not record judgment of acquittal or of 
conviction.” — It was held under the Code of 1SG1, in which there 
was no section corresponding to this, that the Sessions Judge was 
bound to pass judgment even though he disagreed with the jury. 1 It 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 252 (203) : 23 Cri L Jour 214, Emperor v. Tori Bulla Shell:!:. 

2. ('33) AIR 3933 Cal 404 (40G) : 31 Cr.L.J. COS, Em)>cror v. Eanchor.mi Sarhar. 

3. (’3G) AIR 193G Cal 407 (40S) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1149, Emperor v. Gostlto Sardar. 

4. (’37) 3S Cr. L. J. 7,18 (758) : 1G9 I. C. 342 (Cal), Emperor v. SUcretli Badyahar. 

5. (’37) 41 Cal W R CIO (G12), Emperor v. jlonibala Haiti. 

(’3G) AIR 193G Cal 407 (40S) : 37 Cri L Jour 1149, Evtpcrcr v. Goslho Sardar. 
(Jury holding statement of approver and retracted confession not sufficiently 
corroborated and acquitting accused — It is apprehended tliat the Judge has no 
right to put up to the High Court n report which is intended to substitute his 
own judgment on a pure question of fact for the opinion of the jury.) 

6. ('40) AIR 1940 Rag 17 (35) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : I L R (1940) Rag 394 (FB), 
Battalraua Sadashiv v. Emperor. (See observations of Rose, J.) 

7. See (’38) AIR 1938 All 227 (229) : 39 Cri L Jour 559 : I L R (1938) All 483, 
Emperor x. Bansi. (In this case, distinction is mnde, as a matter of practice, 
between cases of acquittal and conviction, as regards the powers of' the High 
Court on reference under this section.) 

Note 9 

1. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 422 (423) : 30 Mad 134, Emperor v. Kandasavti Goundan. 
(1900) 2 Bom L R 33G (337), Quccn-Emprcss v. Govind Jhavarya. 

Note 10 

1. (’72) 18 Suth W R Cr 45 (4G), Queen x. Nidhccram Bagdce. (The remedy was 
to apply to tho Local Government for remission of sentence.) 
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is now clear that no judgment should be recorded where the Judge 
refers the matter to the High Court. 

40a. Bail pending reference to High Court. — "Where the 
jury returns a unanimous verdict of guilty on a serious charge like 
that of murder, but the Judge disagreeing with the verdict thinks it 
proper to refer the case to the High Court, it is desirable that the accused 
is kept in custody pending the reference and not released on bail . 1 


11. Powers of the High Court under this section. — Sub- 
section (3) specifies the powers which the High Court may exercise 
where a reference is made to it under this section. The High Court 
may exercise any of the powers which it may exercise on an appeal, 
and subject thereto, it shall, after considering the entire evidence and 
after giving due weight to the opinions of the Sessions Judge and the 
jury, acquit or convict the accused of any offence of which the jury 
could have convicted him upon the charge framed and placed before it. 

The words “subject thereto” were introduced into the section only 
in the year 1896. Before the said introduction, it had been held that 
the powers of the High Court on a reference were not in any way 
affected or curtailed by s. 418 or s. 423 of the Code which limits the 
powers of the appellate Court, in cases tried by jury, to interference 
on matters of law, and that, therefore, the High Court could go into 
questions of fact as well as questions of law . 1 It has been held that 
the introduction of the words “subject thereto” is not inconsistent 
with the said view, the object of such introduction being to clothe the 
High Court, when acting under this section, with all the powers, as 
regards procedure, of a Court of appeal if for good reasons it desires 
to exercise any of them . 2 


(1S64) 1 Sutli W R Cr L 9 (9). (Do.) 

(’66) 6 Sutk WB Crfi (6), Queen v. Bissonath Mitter. (Do.) 

Note Ida 


1. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 407 (412) : 62 Cal 900 : 36 Cri L Jour 944 (SB), Emperor v. 
Bent Pcrmanick. 


Note 11 

1. (’87) 9 All 420 (425): 1887 A W N 39, Queen-Empress v. McCarthy, 

(’73) 20 Sutk W R Cr 1 (4) : 11 Beng L R 14, Queen v. Eoonjo Belli, 

See also S. 418 Note 1. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (28): 41 Cr.L.J.289:ILR(1940)Nag394 {FB),BaUatraya 
Saclashiv v. Emperor. (Per Stone, C. J. and Grille, J.— S. 423 (2) does not apply 
to High Court’s powers under this section — Bose, J. dissenting.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pat 513 (514) : 41 Cri L Jour 457 (458), Emperor v. Bullu Kuer. 
(Powers of tke High Court in a reference under S.307arenot limited by S.423(2)j 

(’38) AIR 1938 All 227 (229) : 39 Cr. L. J. 559 : I L R (1938) All 483, Emperor v. 
Bansi. (Powers of High Court under S. 307 (3) are very wide and are not limited 
by S. 423 (2).) 

(’37) AIR, 1937 Nag 33 (35) : 38 Cri L Jour 355, Dattu Beoman v. Emperor. (High 
Court’s powers under this section are untrammelled and it can exercise all the 
powers of an appellate Court.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 50 (52) : 38 Cri L Jour 330 : 1 L R (1937) Nag 277, Sakhaioat 
Imami v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 368 (369) : 25 Cr.L.J. 315 : 47 Bom 31, Emperor v. Shankar 
Balkrislina. 


(’28) AIR 1928 All 207 (210): 50 All 625 : 29" Cr.L.J. 353 (PB), Emperor v. Slier a. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 47 (48) : 60 Cal 427 : 34 Cr. L. J. 164, Emperor v. Biuarika 
Bath. (When a case is referred under S. 307, High Court is entitled to open the- 
whole case.) 
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There is, however, a difference of opinions as to the extent of the 
powers of the High Court to interfere on matters of fact. One view is — 

(1) that the guiding principle in exercising this power should be that 

the decision of the tribunal appointed by law to determine the 
guilt or innocence of the accused should not be touched except 
under strong circumstances ; 3 

(2) that where two views are 'possible on the evidence and the jury 

has taken one of such views, the High Court has no power to 
interfere even though it may itself take a contrary view ; 4 

(3) that, therefore, the High Court cannot interfere unless the verdict 

is — 

( a) perverse, 5 or 

3. (’87) 9 All 420 (425) : 1887 A W N 39, Quccn-Empress v. McCarthy. 

(’3G) AIR 193G Cal 451 (451) : 3S Cr. L. J. 174, Emperor v. Abvl Hossain Sikdar. 
(When the only ground for making reference was that giving effect to the verdict 
of the majority of the jury will lead to the anomalous result of letting off the 
principal offender who evaded a regular trial for a pretty long time ever since the 
alleged occurrence, it is quite insufficient, and the reference should be rejected.) 

(’75) 1 Rom 10 (12, 13), Bey. v. Klinncleraw Bajiraw . 

(’92) 1892 Rat G2G (G2G), Queen-Empress v. Yithal. 

(’73) 20 Sutli W R Cr 70 (71) : 13 Beng L R App 20, Queen v. Robin Chunder. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 95G (959) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1284, Emperor v. Golam Radar. (The 
test to bo applied in setting aside the verdict is to see whether it was impossible 
for the jury to have arrived at the verdict.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal GG5 (GG8) : 34 Cr.L.J. 918 (S B), Emperor v. Bisnoo Chandra. 
(Interference with verdict of jury except in cases of flagrant and patent miscarriage 
of justice is liable to lead to condemnation of the innocent.) 

<’2S) AIR 1928 Pat 120 (124) : G Pat 817 : 29 Cr.L.J. 81, Bajit Mian v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 394 (395) : 2G Cri L Jour G77, Emperor v.Farattulla Mondal. 
(Evidence fully oral — Opinion of jury should be held final.) 

[See also (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 444(440) : 29 Cr.L.J. 819, Bcpin Chandra Mandal v. 
Emperor. (Sessions Judge when referring a case should pay due regard that the 
constitutional tribunal to decide questions of fact is the jurv and not the Judge.) 

• 4. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal G5 (G9) : 14 Cr.L.J. GG0:41 Cal 021, Emperor v. Surnamoijce 
Biswas. (View of Mucpherson, J. in 20Suth WRCr 73 emphasized and endorsed.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 73 (73) : 13 Beng L R App 19, Queen v. Sham Bagdce. (If 
the High Court were to interfere in every case of doubt, in every case in which the 
evidence would have properly warranted n different verdict, then real trial by jury 
is at an end and the verdict of a jury would have no more weight than the opinion 
of assessors.) 

' (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 357 (358) : 2 A L J 475, Emperor v. Chirkna. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 317 (320) : 24 Cri L Jour S97, Emperor v. Nritya Gopal Boy. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 411 (411) : 46 All 2G5 : 25 Cr.L.J. 981, Emperor v. Panna Lai. 

(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 745 (745) : 139 Ind Cas 272 (Bom), Emperor v. Bai Lali. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 95G (959) : 25 Cri L Jour 1284, Emperor v. Golam Radar. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 348 (351) : 23 Cr. L. J. 421, Emperor v. Punit Chain. (Some- 

thing more than mere estimate of the evidence of fact is necessarv.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 449(451) : 51 Cal 271 : 25 Cr.L.J. 773, Emperor v. ATibar Moola . 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (314) : 8 Pat 344 : 30 Cr.L.J. 721, BamdasBai v. Emperor. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 509 (509) : 41 Cr. L. J. 581, In re Bopa Linyadu. (Fact 
thatrecord docs not disclose reason for disbelieving prosecution witnesses or Judge 
disagrees with jury’s opinion does not render verdict perverse or unreasonable.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Cal 295 (29G) : 39 Cr. L. J. 479, Emperor v. Ribharcsh Mandal. 

(’37) 38 Cr. L. J. 75S (758) : 1G9 Ind Cas 342 (Cal), Emperor \. Slier ali Badyakar. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 451 (451) : 3S Cr. L. J. 174, Emperor v. Abul Hossain Sikdar. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 21 (22): 33 Cr.L.J. 215, Ycnkatachala x. Emperor. (Waller, J., 
however, pointed out that in disposing of references under the section the High 
Court should not be influenced by any conventional regard for the verdict of a jury.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 118G (1190) : 30 Cr. L. J. 317 : 51 Mad 956 (FB), Yeerappa 
Goundan v. Emperor. (The Sessions Judge must be assumed to consider that 
the verdict of the jury is unreasonable or perverse when he makes the reference 
under this section and the High Court in disposing of such reference is only 
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(b) manifestly wrong, 6 or 


concerned with the question whether the Sessions Judge is correct in his view 
that the verdict is perverse or unreasonable.) 

( J 29) AIR 1929 Nag 36 (37) : 29 Cri L Jour 963, Ramadhin Bralnnin v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 357 (358) : 2 A. L, J. 475, Emperor v. Chirkna. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 411 (412) : 46 All 265 : 25 Cr.L.J. 981, Emperor v. Banna Lai. 
(’75) 1 Bom 10 (13), Reg v. Khandcrav. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 144 (144) : 34 Cri L Jour 660, Emperor v. Dagadu Eondaji. 
(The verdict must be perverse before the High Court can interfere. But in deal- 
ing with the weight and volume of the evidence the two cases (of acquittal and 
conviction) differ because of the presumption of innocence. Where a jury have 
convicted, the High Court has to see not merely that there is evidence of guilt 
but that the evidence is strong enough to preclude any reasonable doubt in the 
minds of the jury as to the guilt of the accused.) 

(’S3) 9 Cal 53 (56, 57) : 11 C L R 169, In re Dhunum Razee. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 359 (360) : 6 Cal L Jour 253, Emperor v. Ramar Ali. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 601 (603) : 33 Cri L Jour 11, Bhondar v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 656 (658) : 33 Cri L Jour 593 (PB), Emperor v. Nashai Sardar. 
(’84) 2 Weir 388 (389), In re Pamanna. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 308 (309):22 Nag LR 42:27 Cri L Jour 773, Emperor v. Ranhaya. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 57 (58) : 26 Cri L Jour 1576, Emperor v. Mohammad Shaft. 
(The High Court is not to decide what would appeal to it as true or false but it 
has to consider whether the view taken by the jury was such as could not be 
supported on any consideration of the case whatsoever.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 1029 (1030) : 52 Cal 172 : 26 Cri L Jour 350, Emperor v. 
Abinash Chandra Bose. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 86 (86, S7) : 3 Luck 456 : 29 Cr.L.J. 452, Emperor v. Bchari. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 181 (181, 182) : 8 Luck 439:34 Cr.L.J. 795, Emperor v. Chhcda. 
(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 745 (745) : 139 Ind Cas 272 (Bom), Emperor v. Bai Lali. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 1016 (1017) : 20 Cri L Jour 20, Emperor v. Asgar Mandal. 
(Verdict not perverse — No interference.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 579 (5S1), Emperor v. Ahirannessa Bibi. (Do.) 

[Sec (’33) AIR 1933 All 94 (95) : 34 Cri L Jour 432, Harischandra v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 407 (408) : 37 Cri L Jour 1149, Emperor v. Gostlio Sardar. 
(Verdict not perverse or unreasonable — High Court refused to interfere.)] 

[Sec also (1900) 27 Cal 295 (304) : 4 C W N 129, Queen-Empress v. Jadub Das. 
(’02) 1902 All WN 143 (144), King-Emperor v.Rahmatullah. (Verdict not perverse.) 
(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 193 (197) : 10 I. C. 684 (Cal), Rashidazzaman v. Emperor. (Do.)] 
6. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 295 (296) : 39 Cr.L.J. 479, Emperor v. Nibharcsh Mandal. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 36 (37) : 29 Cri L Jour 963, Ramadhin Brahmin v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 All 411 (412) : 46 All 265 : 25 Cr.L.J. 981, Emperor v. Panna Lai. 
(’91) 15 Bom 452 (458, 475, 486), Queen-Empress v. Dacia Ana. 

(’96) 20 Bom 215 (218), Queen-Empress v. Dcoji Govindji. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 265 (268) : 6 Bom L R 258, Emperor v. Bharmia. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 296 (302) : 53 Bom 479 : 31 Cri L Jour 65, Emperor v. C. E. 
Ring. (Verdict not manifestly wrong — No interference.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 33 (33) Queen v. Ramchurn Ghose. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 70 (71), Queen v. Nobin Ghunder. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 73(73):13 BengLRAppl9, Queen v. Sham Bagdcc. (Verdict 
not clearly wrong — No interference.) 

(’74) 21 Suth W B Cr 4 (4) : 14 Beng L R App 2n, Queen v. Hurro Manji. (Do.) 
(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 25 (27), Queen v. Wuzir Mundal. (Do.) 

(’84) 11 Cal 85 (91), Queen-Empress v. Jacguiei. 

(’74) 14 Beng L R App 1(3), Queen v. ML Itwarya. (Verdict not patently wrong — 
No interference.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 65 (69) : 41 Cal 621 : 14 Cr.L.J.660, Emperor v. Surnamoyee 
Biswas. (Verdict of the jury not in defiance of the probabilities of the case — 
Verdict not disturbed.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 317 (320) : 24 Cr. L. J. 897, Emperor v. Nritya Gopal. (Do.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 321 (322) : 51 Cal 347 : 25 Cr.L.J.758, Emperor v. Dhananjoy 
Roy. (Do.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 737 (738) : 31 Cr. L. J. 698, Meajan v. Emperor. (Jury jus- 
tified in bringing a verdict of not guilty — Reference under S. 307 rejected.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 141 (142) : 31 Cr.L.J. 667, Emperor v. Balai Ghose. (Verdict 
not wrong — Reference rejected.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 48 (49) : 9 I. C. 288 (Mad), In re Lai Singh. (Do.) 
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(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 21 (22) : 33 Cr.L.J. 215, Vcnkatachala Goundan v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (314) : 8 Pat 344 : 30 Cr.L.J. 721, RamdasRai v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 113 (114) : 30 Cr.L.J. 789, Ramdayal v. Emperor. (Verdict 
not wrong — No interference.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 308 (309) : 22 N L R 42 : 27 Cri L Jour 773, Emperor v. 
Kankaya. (Do.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 630 (630) : 13 Oudh Cas 295 : 8 Ind Cas 373, Shubrati v. 
Emperor. (Accused charged with rape — Jury giving a verdict of guilty of attempt 
to commit rape — Verdict not interfered with in appeal.) 

(’86) 10 Bom 497 (502), Queen-Empress v. Mania Dayal. 

(’80) 6 Cal L R 431 (434, 436), Empressv. Behari Lall Bose. (Unanimous verdict of 
jury there being palpable grounds for it, is justified and ought not to be inter- 
fered with.) 

[ See also (’90) 14 Bom 331 (343), Queen-Empress v. GJiagan Dayaram. {Obiter.)] 

7. (’29) AIR 1929 Nag 36 (37) : 29 Cr. L. J. 963, Ramadhin v. Emperor. 

(’78) 2 Cal L R 518 (519), In re Hurree Narain Mookerjce. (Verdict of jury not 
unreasonable — No interference.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal, 876(884) : 52 Cal 987 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1256, Emperor v, Premananda 
Dutt. (Do.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 15 (16) : 57 Cal 1183 : 32 Cr.L.J.452 , -Jogikar v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1186 (1190) : 51 Mad 956 : 30 Cri L Jour 317 (FB), Vcerappa 
Goundan y. Emperor. (Verdict must be confirmed if not unreasonable.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Mad 135 (137) : 30 Cr.L.J. 843, Mottaya Filial v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’29) 1929 Mad WN 281 (282) (FB), Sessions Judge of Arcot v. Jailabuddin. (Do.) 
(’2S) AIR 1928 Pat 497(500) : 8 Pat 74 : 29 Cr.L.J. 1035, Emperor v. Vidyasagar. 
(’34) 35 Cri L Jour 285 (286) : 147 Ind Cas 53 (Oudh), Emperor v. Ghupai. 

(’34) 35 Cri L Jour 33 (33) : 146 Ind Cas 303 (Oudh), Emperor v. Ashgar Hussain. 
(Verdict not unreasonable — No interference.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 287 (28S):56 Cal 132:30 Cv.B.J .58i, Emperor v. Nagarali. (Do.) 
(’29) 30 Cri L Jour 804 (S06) : 117 Ind Cas'602 (Cal ), Izazuddin v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 280 (2S1) : 30 Cri L Jour 570, Emperor Bhagivandin (Do.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 607 (607) : 28 Cri L Jour 895, Emperor v. Shaukat 
Husain. (Do.) 

(’29) 30 Cri L Jour 125 (128) : 113 Ind Cas 285 (Cal), Emperor v. Khuday Gazi. 
(Verdict such as reasonable men, properly instructed would come to — Reference 
rejected.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal S4S (850) : 54 Cal 708 : 28 Cri L Jour 903, Emperor v. Har 
Mohan Das. (The test that has to be applied in estimating the weight of the 
verdict of the jury is whether the opinion is such as could on the particular facts 
and evidence of the case have been held by reasonable men however much the 
Judge may diSer from that view.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 956 (959) : 25 Cri L Jour 1284, Emperor v. Gidam Eadar. 
(Verdict not unreasonable — No interference.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 78 (79) : 21 Cri L Jour 266, Emperor v. Pramatha Nath. 
(Unanimous verdict of jury not unreasonable — No interference.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 442 (446, 447), Queen-Empress v. Dcsai Daji. 

[See (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 407 (409) : 37 Cr. L.J. 1149, Emperor v. GosthoSardar.] 

8. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1186 (1190) : 51 Mad 956 : 30 Cr.L. J. 317 (FB), Feeroppo 
Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 737 (73S): 31 Cri L Jour 698, Mcajan Howladar v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 313 (314) : 8 Pat 344 : 30 Cr. L. J. 721, RamdasRai v. Emperor. 

9. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 795 (796) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1006, Saroda Gharan v. Emperor. 
(Verdict not supported by evidence — High Court acquitted accused in appeal.) 

(’05) 2 All L Jour 271 n (271 n), King-Emperor v. Ishri. 

(’90) 13 Mad 343 (344), Queen-Empress v. Guruvadu. (Verdict of guilty by jury 
not supported by evidence but no reference was made by Sessions Court — The 
High Court could not interfere in appeal, since there could be no appeal on facts.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 535 (536) : 5 Pat 573 : 27 Cri L Jour 1308, Emperor v. Govind 
Singh. (Verdict of jury not unsupported by evidence — Reference rejected.) 


( c) unreasonable , 7 or 

(d) definitely contrary to evidence , 8 or 

( e) not supported by any evidence . 9 
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The second view is — 

(1) that the sanctity of a verdict really rests on the absence of the 
disagreement of the Judge, and that if that disagreement is 
expressed (as it must he where a reference is made under this 
section), the special sanctity of the verdict disappears and it has 
no greater foree than the decision of any other tribunal of fact; 10 

(2) that the whole case is opened up on a reference, 11 that the 
functions of both the Judge and the jury are cast upon the High 
Court, 12 and that the High Court is entitled to act up to its own 
view of the case, though in forming its view it should give due 
weight to the opinions of the Judge and the jury; 13 


10. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (28): 41 Cr.L.J. 289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), Dattatraya 
Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Stone, C. J. and Grille, J. — Bose, J. dissenting.) 

{’32) AIR 1932 Pat 246 (247) : 11 Pat 669: 33 Cr.L.J. 877, Emperor \. Rafi Mian. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 21 (21, 22) : 33 Cri L Jour 215, Vcnkatachala Goundan v. 
Emperor. (Sessions Judge expressing opinion that verdict of jury plainly unjust 
— Verdict set aside.) 

{’06) 3 Cr I) J 371 (372, 374, 375) : 29 Mad 91, Emperor v. Chcllan. (It becomes 
then only a mere opinion.) 

[Sec also (1888) 15 Cal 269 (278, 279), Queen-Empress v. Itwari Saho. (The 
opinion of the Judge who has also had an opportunity of watching the whole 
course of trial must have due weight given to it.)] 

11. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (28, 37, 38) : 41 Cr.L.J. 289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 
Dattatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Stone, C. J. and Grille, J.: Per Bose, J. — 
The High Court must decide, in the first instance, whether the verdict is perverse 
or not and the whole case is opened up to the extent that it is necessary to enable 
it to reach such a conclusion, but it cannot reach its own decision on the facts 
unless and until it comes to the conclusion that the verdict was perverse or that 
it otherwise militates against the provisions of S. 423 (2).) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 33 (35) : 38 Cri L Jour 355, Dattu Deoman v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 50 (52) : 38 Cri L Jour 330 : I L R (1937) Nag 277, Sakliawat 
Imami v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 368 (369) : 25 Cr.L.J. 315: 47 Bom 31, Emperor v. Shankar. 
(’02) 29 Cal 128 (133) : 6 Cal W N 253, Emperor v. H. Lyall. 

(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 143 (144) : 10 Bom L R 632, Emperor v. Chandra Krishna. 
(’09) 10 Cr.LJ. 32 (39, 40) : 2 I. O. 497 : 36 Cal 629, Emperor v. Annada Charan. 
.(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 47(48) : 60 Cal 427 : 34 Cr.L.J. 164, Emperor v. Diaarika Nath. 
[, Sec (’37) AIR 1937 All 195 (196, 197) : ILR (1937) All 419 : 38 Cri L Jour 465, 
Manjia v. Emperor. (In reference under S. 307, High Court can consider the 
case on its merits and substitute its own view and pass suitable orders — Obiter.)] 
[See also (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 960(963) : 25 Cri L Jour 1217, Emperor v. Sagarmal 
Agarwalla. (Where there is a misdirection by Judge to jury the High Court is 
not to consider as to what would have been the verdict in absence of such direc- 
tion but to consider the verdict on evidence in the case.)] 

12. (’91) 15 Bom 452 (476, 480), Queen-Empress v, Dada Ana. 

{'75-77) 1 Bom 10 (13), Beg v. Khanderao. 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 596 (597) : 30 Cri L Jour 390, Emperor v. Wazira Mahto. 

13. (’38) 66 Cal L J 500 (510), Emperor v. Maja Khan. (S. 307 (3) imposes upon 
the High Court in the clearest terms the duty of considering the entire evidence 
and of giving due weight to opinions of both the Judge and jury.) 

■(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 57 (58) : 2 Ind Cas 593 (Cal), Emperor v. Abdul Bahman. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 348 (352) : 23 Cri L Jour 421, Emperor v. Punit Chain. (Per 
Coutts, J.) 

■(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 484 (486) : 11 Cal W N 715, Emperor v. Sri Narain Prasad. 
(Verdict set aside.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 525 (529) : 26 Cri L Jour 805, Emperor v. Nishi Kanta. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 909 (911) : 26 Cri L Jour 1298, Emperor v. Mofizel Peada. 
(’99) 22 Mad 15 (18), Queen-Empress v. Anga Yalayan. 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 84 (85) : 30 Cri L Jour 310, Emperor v. Titkaram. (Verdict of 
jury Eet aside.) 

•(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 674 (676 ): 21 Cri L Jour 278, Emperor v. Mt. Zohra. (In case 
of divided verdicts, opinions of majority as well as minority should be considered.) 
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(3) that, therefore, where the verdict appears to the High Court to be 
one which ought not to he upheld, it is entitled to interfere even 
though the verdict is neither unreasonable nor perverse , 14 It has, 
however, been held that in cases where there has been a verdict of 
not guilty, it is the practice not to reverse the verdict unless it is 
perverse or manifestly wrong. 15 A Pull Bench of the High Court 
of Nagpur has held that even though the whole case is open on a 
reference under the section, the High Court ought not to interfere 
with the verdict of the jury unless the High Court considers such 
verdict to he wrong beyond any reasonable doubt. 1Ca 

It is submitted that the first view is not correct. There is nothing 
in the section to limit the power of the High Court to interfere in cases 
where the verdict is perverse or unreasonable. ‘Where the High Court 
considers on the evidence that the verdict ought not to be upheld, it 
will in fact amount to a miscarriage of justice if the verdict is to be 
upheld by reason of a sort of conventional respect for the jury. Further, 
it may bo noted that the section speaks of the opinion of the jury, and 
not of the verdict.™ The principle of the sanctity of the verdict need 
not be applied with strictness to the opinion of the jury. 

It is, however, necessary before the High Court can interfere under 
this section that it should come to the conclusion on the evidence that 
the decision of the jury is wrong. 'Where the decision is correct or 
cannot be said to bo wrong, there is no room for any interference. 17 


(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 191 (192) : 23 Cri L Jour 11 : G Pat L Jour 2G4, Emperor v. 
Bhuilotan Singh. (Verdict set nside.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Put 533 (535) : 3G Cri L Jour 2G2, Emperor v. Suar Gola. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 197 (198) : 15 Cri L Jour 513, Emperor v. Eoliya. 

14. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (29) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 

Battatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Stone, C. J., and Grille, J Bose, J., 

dissenting.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 All 227 (229) : 39 Cri L Jour 559 : ILR (1938) All 4S3, Emperor 
v. Bansi. (Verdict of guilty — High Court considering verdict of jury as not sus- 
tainable though it is not perverse or wrong can reverse it.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 128 (133) : G C W N 253, Emperor v. H. Lyall. 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 32 (3G, 39):2 I. C. 497:36 Cal G29, Emperor v. Annada Chciran. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 34S (352) : 23 Cri L Jour 421, Emperor v. Burnt Chain. (Per 
Coutts, J. • — Verdict not interfered with.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 345 (348) : 13 Lah 573:33 Cr.L.J. 220, Emperor v. Earwicli. 

(’78) 1 Cal L R 275 (281, 282), Empcrcss v. Hvkhun Kumar. 

(’92) 2 Weir 390 (391), In re Nagan. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal G58 (G59) : 33 Cr. L. J. 47G (SB), JIabajjan Bibi v. Emperor. 

(’74) 11 Bom H C R Cr 137 (138), Beg. v. Balvant. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour 77 n (78a), Emperor v. Puma liner a. (The fact that the verdict 
of jury has the assent of one of the Judges of the High Court is sufficient to show 
that verdict should not be reversed.) 

15. (’38) AIR 193S All 227 (229) : 39 Cr.L.J. 559 : I L R(193S) Ail 483, Emperor 
v. Bansi. 

15a. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (29): 41 Cr.L.J. 289: ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB ),Datta. 
traya Sadashiv v. Emperor. 

16. (’0G) 3 Cr. L. J. 371 (373, 374): 29 Mad 91, Emperor v. Chcllan. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 232 (233): 25 Cr.L.J. 145, Nanni Kudumban v. Emperor. 

17. (’1G) AIR 191G Mad 783(784) : 1G Cr. L. J. 440 (441), In re Irula Sadayan. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 820 (821) : 28 Cri L Jour 874, Emperor v. Irjan. (Verdict in- 

accordance with facts of the case — No retrial ordered though the jury was not 
properly constituted.) 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No, 3G Cr, p. 105 (114), Empress v. Joseej Casoraii. 
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“Where, on the other hand, the decision is perverse or unreasonable or 
against the evidence or is not supported by evidence, the High Court 
will interfere , 18 though as it has been said before, its powers are not 
limited to the perversity or unreasonableness of the verdict. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 334 (334): 31 Cri L Jour 719 : 5 Luck 720, Emperor v. Ghi- 
ranji Lai. (Verdict cannot be said to be wrong — No reversal.) 

(’31) 32 Cr.L.J. 1028 (1029): 133 Ind Cas 475 (All), Emperor v. Madan Gopal. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 533 (536): 36 Cri L Jour 262, Emperor v. Suar Gola. (Verdict 
cannot be said to be wrong — Verdict not set aside.) 

(’28) 30 Cri L Jour 820 (824) : 117 Ind Cas 680 (Cal), Emperor v. Yunus AH. (The 
fact that one of the Judges of the High Court agrees with the verdict is sufficient 
for its not being set aside.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 433 (434, 435), Emperor v. Bhagwat Saliu. (Verdict depending 
mainly on the question whether the testimony of witnesses is to be believed — 
Verdict not perverse — Such verdict is to be upheld.) 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (30):41Cr.L.J.289:ILR(1940)Nag 394 (F B), 

Dattatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Stone, C. J. and Grille, J If the Court 

is not absolutely certain that the jury’s opinion is wrong but is of opinion that 
it is wrong, the proper course is to accept that opinion or possibly in certain cir- 
cumstances to order a new trial. If the Court inclines to an opinion that the 
jury is wrong but has no decided opinion one way or other the right course is to 
accept the jury’s opinion.)] 

18. (’38) AIR 1938 All 227{229):39 Cr.L.J. 559:ILR(1938)A11483, Empcrorv. 
Bansi. (Verdict of jury not sustainable upon evidence— High Court will interfere.) 
(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 33 (35) : 38 Cri L Jour 355, Dattu Dcoman v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 338 (339) : 30 Cri L Jour 1078, Empcrorv. Jukhan. (Perverse.) 
(’96) 20 Bom 215 (224, 227), Queen-Empress v. Devji Govindji. (Per Jardine, J. 
— Verdict manifestly wrong and unreasonable — Per Rannde, J.; verdict perverse.) 
(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 45 (46), Queen v. Doorjoclhnn. (Verdict reasonable — No 
interference ) 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 259 (264) : 32 Cal 759 : 9 OWN 520, Emperor v . Abdul Hamid. 
(Jury refusing to believe expert witness — Verdict cannot be said to be unreason- 
able — Verdict not set aside.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 382 (386) : 49 Cal 358 : 24 Cri L Jour 221, Emperor v. Balaram 
Das. (Verdict incomprehensible.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 97 (99): 25 Cri L Jour 748, Emperor v.Sristidhar Mazumdar. 

(Verdict not unreasonable — No interference.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 960 (963) : 25 Cri L Jour 1217, Emperor v. Sagarmal. (Jury 
overlooking direct evidence.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 233 (233 ), Emperor v.Eomoruddin. (Verdict against the evidence.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 432 (433) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1311, Dliaranidhar Mandal v. Emperor. 

(Verdict not supported by evidence.) 

(’84) 2 Weir 388 (389), In re Kamanna. (Perverse.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 474 (474) : 26 Cri L Jour 856, Emperor v. Ali Hyder. (Verdict 
against evidence.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 566 (568) : 27 Cri L Jour 1041, Emperor v. Zahir Hyder. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 273 (273) : 34 Cr. L. J. 731, Emperor v. Sitahi Aliir. (Verdict 
not perverse — No interference.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 481 (484) : 34 Cri L Jour 828, Emperor v. Kameshwar Lai. 
(Verdict correct — No interference.) 

(’34) 35 Cri L Jour 285 (286) : 147 Ind Cas 53 (Oudh), Emperor v. Ghupai, 
(Verdict perverse and against the weight of evidence.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 311 (311, 312) : 26 Cr. L. J. 310: 28 Oudh Cas 69, Emperor 
v.-Ali Baza. (Verdict not perverse.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 277 (280) : 3 Luck 494 : 29 Cr. L. J. 983, Mohammad. Hadi 
Husain v. Emperor. (Verdict unreasonable and also perverse.) 

(’24) 25 Cri L Jour 165 (166) : 76 Ind Cas 389 (Cal), Emperor v. Sukhu Bewa . 
(Verdict reasonable — Reference rejected.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 145 (149) : 26 Cri L Jour 609 (611, 612) : 16 Sind L R 143, 
Emperor v. Pir Mahomed Bux. (Verdict perverse.) 

(’32) 33 Cr. L. J. 465 (466): 137 Ind Cas 346 (Oudh), Emperor v. Bamdas. (Ver- 
dict palpably perverse and against the entire weight of evidence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 399 (400) : 35 Cri L Jour 1130, Emperor v. Abdul Bahim. 
(Unanimous verdict — Perverse and against evidence — Interference proper.) 


Section 30T 
Note 11 • 
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Section 307 
Motes 11 t13 


It has been held by the High Court of Bombay in the undermen- 
tioned case 19 that the powers of the High Court under this section are 
controlled by s. 537 and that consequently where there is no failure 
of justice, the High Court cannot interfere. 

12. Reference in case falling under S. 449. — See Section 449 Note 7. 

13. “After giving due weight to the opinions of the Sessions 
Judge and the jury.” — In arriving at a conclusion, the High Court is 
required to give due weight to the opinions of the Sessions Judge and 
the jury. There is a difference of opinion as to the relative weight to be 
given to such opinions, one view being that the opinion of the jury must 
stand unless the evidence and opinion of the Judge show clearly that it 
is wrong and that in the interests of justice it ought to be reversed \ l a 
second view being that more -weight should be given to the opinion of 
the Sessions Judge inasmuch as, in addition to the fact that he has, 
equally with the jury, heard the witnesses, he has been trained to appre- 
ciate evidence and gives reasons for his opinion ; 2 a third view is that 
the opinion of the one is not entitled to more weight than that of the 
other and that they are both entitled to equal -weight . 3 In the under- 
mentioned case 4 it was held that the measure of the relative weight to 
be attached to the opinions cannot be crystallized into an inflexible 
formula, but depends upon the facts of each case, though the trend of 
'opinion is to prefer the opinion of the jurors. 

There is also a difference of opinions on the question whether the 
opinion of the jury includes the reasons for the verdict, or whether it 
means the verdict only. On the one hand, it has been held that the 
■Judge has no power to ask the jury, under S. 303, the reasons for their 
verdict, and that consequently the opinion of the jury does not include 
-the reasons, but only the verdict . 8 On the other hand, it has been held 
■that, for the purpose of satisfying himself as to the advisability of 
making a reference under this section, the Judge is entitled to question 

-(’35) AIR 1935 All 970 (970, 973, 974) :37 Cri L Jour 135, Emperor v. Srikishen . 
(Evidence conclusively pointing to guilt of accused — Jury returning verdict of 
not guilty — Verdict is perverse.) 

•(’29) AIR 1929 Oudli 86 (S7) : 3 Luck 456 : 29 Cri L Jour 452 (453), Emperor v. 
Maharaj Beliari, (Amazingly perverse and patently bad verdict.) 

19. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 36S (369, 370): 47 Bom 31: 25 Cri L Jour 315, Emperor 
v, Shankar Ballcrisltna. 

See also S. 537 Note 3. , 

Note 13 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 701 (703) : 51 Cal 160 : 25 Cri L Jour 1000, Emperor v. 
Jamaldi Falcir. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 782 (733) : 55 Cal 879 : 29 Cri L Jour 823, Emperor v. 
Bamchandra. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Oudk 314 (314): 27 Oudli Cas 29 : 25 Cr. L. J. 785, Emperor 
v. Bamcharan. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 556 (558) : 21 Iud Cas 156 (Cal), Emperor v. Neamatiulla. 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 321 (322):51 Cal 347:25 Cr.L.J. 758 , Emperor y, Dhanan jay. 
■5. (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 371 (375) : 29 Mad 91, Emperor v. Chcllan. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 203 (205):7 Pat 55:29 Cr. L. J. 466, Bam Jag Ahir v. Emperor. 
.(’91) 15 Bom 452 (457), Queen-Empress v. Dada Ana. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 232 (233): 25 Cri L Jour 145, Nanni Kuduviban v. Emperor. 

(It becomes an opinion on disagreement.) 

>(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 394 (395) : 15 Cri L Jour 31, Emperor v. Tara Bada. 
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the jury as to their reasons for their verdict, and that the reasons so Section 307 
given are included in the word “opinion” and can be considered by the Notes 13-15 
High Court. 6 It has also been held that the word ‘opinions’ in this 
section is wider than the word ‘verdict’ in s. 423, sub-s.(2) and includes 
not only the final decision of the majority, but also the opinion of 
the minority. 7 The opinion of the Sessions Judge means the opinion 
expressed in the reference or at the hearing. 8 It does not include his 
speculations as to what external considerations, such as the conduct of 
the jury, might have affected the verdict of the jury. 9 
See also Note 11. 

1$. Power of High Court to order re-trial or order 
additional evidence to be taken. — The High Court can, in a 
reference under this section, not only determine the facts itself but 
may also order a re-trial. 1 It may also call for additional evidence 
under s. 42S of the Code. 2 

The jurisdiction exercised in such cases is not, however, original 
- criminal jurisdiction 3 although it is not also that of a Court of appeal. 4 

15. Verdict of jury in cases not triable by jury — 

Applicability of this section. — Where by mistake an offence which 
is triable with the aid of assessors is tried by jury, the Judge, when he 
discovers the mistake, may treat the trial as legal and refer the ease to 
the High Court under this section if he disagrees with the verdict of 

•6. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (36) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : I L R (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 

Duttatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Bose J.)> 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 170 (171) : 43 Mad 744 : 21 Cri L Jour 4G6, In re Subbiah 

Tlievan. (Per Sadasiva Aiyar, J Spencer, J., dissenting.) 

'{'20) AIR 1920 Pat 674 (676) : 21 Cri L Jour 278, Emperor v. ML Zohra. 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 32 (35) : 36 Cal 629 : 2 I. C. 497, Emperor v. Annada Charcm. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 348 (351) : 23 Cri L Jour 421, Emperor v. Punit Chain. (Per 
Jwala Prasad, J. — Coutts, J., contra.) 

■(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 308 (309) : 22 Nag L R 42 : 27 Cr. L. J. 773, Emperor v.Eankaya. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 84 (85) : 30 Cri L Jour 310, Emperor v. Tukaram. 

•(’33) 34 Cri L. J. 411 (412) : 142 I. C. 785 (Nag), Emperor v. Baliram Krishna ji . 

[See also (’15) AIR 1915 Lak 135 (136) : 16 Cri L Jour 587 (588), Emperor v. 

Walter Turner .] 

7. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (36) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : I L R (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 

Dattatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. (Per Bose, J.) 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 232 (233) : 25 Cr. L. J. 145, Nanni Eudumbanv. Emperor. 

■9. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 321(322):51Cal 347:25 Cr.L.J. 758, Emperorv.Dhananjay Boy. 

Note 14 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 184 (189): 62 Cal 572: 36 Cr. L. J. 80S (FB), Bafigueuddin 
Ahmad v. Emperor. 

■ (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 17 (29) : 41 Cri L Jour 289 : ILR (1940) Nag 394 (FB), 

Dattatraya Sadashiv v. Emperor. 

‘(’37) AIR 1937 All 195 (196) : 38 Cri L Jour 465 : ILR (1937) All 419, Manjia v. 

Emperor. (Obiter.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Bom 60 (62) : 38 Cri L Jour 327, Emperor v. Md. Adam Chohan. 

•(’95) 19 Bom 749(762), Quecn-Empressv.Bamacliandra Govind Harshe. (Obiter.) 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 36 Cr, p. 105 (127), Empress v. Joseph Casorati. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 244 (246) : 56 Cal 566 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1031, Debendra Narayan 
v. Emperor. (In this case further evidence was not called.) 

See also S. 428 Note 2. 

3. (’02) 29 Cal 286 (297, 303): 6 C W N 254 (FB), In the matter of Horace Lyall. 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 All 207 (210):50 All 625:29 Cr.L.J.353 (FB), Emperor v. Slier a. 
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Section 307 
Notes 1S-16 


the jury. 1 Where a charge is triable with the aid of the jury as assessors 
•-(S. 269, sub-s.(3)), but is tried by the jury and a verdict is given, the 
procedure, though irregular, is legal and a reference is competent 
under this section. 2 

Sub-section (2) of this section which forbids recording of judgment 
of acquittal or of conviction, applies only to charges’ which are tried 
by jury and not to charges which are tried with the aid of assessors. 
Thus, where a case is triable with regard to some of the charges by a 
jury 'and with regard to others with the jury as’ assessors under S. 269, 
sub-s.(3), the mere fact that a reference is made with regard to the 
charges triable by jury does not absolve the Court from proceeding 
under S. 309 to judgment in respect of the other charges. The whole 
case should not be submitted. 3 It has been held that in such a case 
the High Court can on the reference set aside the sentence passed by 
the Judge with regard to the offence triable with the aid of assessors 
(though not appealed against). 4 

See also Note 13 to section 309. 

16. Acquit or convict of any offence, etc. — It has been seen 
in Note 11 that the whole case is open to the High Court and it can 
come to its own conclusion therein. In hearing a reference under this 
section the High Court can acquit the accused or convict him of any 
offence of which the jury could have convicted the accused on the 

Note 15 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 433(435): 36 Cri L Jour 1502, Emperor v. Bhagiuatc Sahu. 
(Offence under S. 396, Penal Code.) 

2. (’99) 23 Bom 696 (697) : 1 Bom L R 114, Queen-Empress v. Jayram Haribhai. 
(Offence of criminal misappropriation.) 

(’98) 25 Cal 555 (557), Surja Kurmi v. Queen-Empress. 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 405 (409), In re Bhootnatli Day. (OSence under S. 82 of Registra- 
tion Act triable by jurors as assessors.) 

See also S. 269 Note 3, S. 306 Note 3 and S. 309 Note 13. 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 19 (19) : 20 Cri L Jour 352, In rc Kambala Narayana. 
(’40) AIR 1940 All 260 (261) : 41 Cri L Jour 676 : ILR (1940) All 365, Emperor 

v. Ganga Bam. (S. 307 (2) does not include those charges which are not triable 
by jury at all but are triable by the Judge with the aid of assessors.) 

(’38) AIR 193S Mad 6S6 (686) : 39 Cri L Jour 864, In rc Bojji Bcddi. (Judge is 
not competent to refer under S. 307 thfe case of offences triable by assessors to 
High Court, norcan his reference give High Court jurisdiction todispose of them.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 61 (62, 63) : 33 Cri L Jour 172, Emperor v. Clianbasappa 
Baslingappa. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 512 (512) : 55 Mad 715 : 33 Cr. L. J. 533, Panchaimulhu v. 
Emperor. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 192 (193) : 8 Bom L R 599, Emperor v. Ealidas Bhudar. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 424 (425) : 36 Cri L Jour 469, Emperor v. Lachman Gangota. 
(Reference of whole case to High Court when charges triable with the aid of 
assessors are not disposed of is premature.) 

(’OS) 7 Cr.L.J. 236 (238):9 Bom LR 1057, Emperor v. Vyanbatsingh Sambhusingli. 
[See however (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 662 (665) : 39 Cri L Jour 156, Emperor v. Haria 
Dhobi. (Inconvenience of above procedure pointed out.)] 

See also S. 269 Note 7. 

4. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 284 (2S7): 24 Cr. L. J. 923, Emperor v. Hasrat Mohani. 
[See however (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 686 (686) : 39 Cri L Jour 864, In re Bojji Bcddi. 

(Reference of case including offences triable by jury and those triable with the 
aid of assessors — Reference cannot give jurisdiction to High Court to dispose of 
latter offences.)] 
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charges framed and placed before them . 1 In cases falling within Ss. 23T 
and 238, the accused can be convicted of an offence different from the^ 
one for which he was charged. So the High Court can, on hearing a 
reference under this section, convict the accused of an offence different 
from the one he was charged with, within the limits imposed by those 
two sections . 1 * 1 Thus, in a case under S. 302 of the Penal Code the 
High Court can convict the accused of an offence under s. 304A of that 
•Code, even though the accused was not specifically charged under that 
section since such a case comes under Ss. 237 and 23S of this Code . 2 On 
a case submitted under this section the High Court can acquit the 
accused if it so thinks fit on facts notwithstanding that the jury have 
found the prisoner guilty 3 and it can convict the accused notwith- 
standing that the jury have found the prisoner not guilty . 4 

See also the undermentioned case . 5 

17. Procedure at the hearing of reference. — The High 
Court under this section on a reference against the verdict of acquittal 
must deal with the case as an appeal by the prosecution . 1 In such a 
case the Crown is the party who asks for a conviction and the 
prosecutor must begin the case and satisfy the High Court that there 
is a case calling upon the prisoner for an answer . 2 

18. Notice of reference. — This section is silent as to whether 
.any notice of reference to the accused is necessary. It is, however, 
fair to him that such notice should be given and that he should have 


Note 16 

1. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 195 (197): 20 Cr.L.J. 223, Emperor v. Clihanoo Lai Bania. 
la. (’77) 3 Call89 (191, 1$2), Emprcssv.Harai Mirdha. (Charge under S. 302/149 

and S. 326/149 — Can be convicted under S. 143, Penal Code.) 

<’14) AIR 1914 Mad 425 (428) : 37 Mad 230 : 13 Cri L Jour 739, In re Adabala. 
(Can convict under S. 326, Penal Code, where the charge was only under S. 397, 
Penal Code.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 450 (451): 26 Cr.L.J. 211, Emperor v. Charles John Walker. 
(Charge under S. 304, conviction under S. 304A.) 

•(’95) 22 Cal 1006 (1009,-1010), Queenv. Sitanath. (Can convict under S. 365, Penal 
Code, even though the charge was only under Ss. 366 and 376, Penal Code.) 
See also S. 238 Note 5. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 297 (298): 16 Cr.L.J. 305, Emperor v. BamavaChannappa. 

3. (’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 1 (4): 11 Beng L R 14, Empress v. Eoonjo Leth. 

•(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1034 (1037): 27 Cr.L.J. 1341, Emperor v. Yakub. (Unanimous 
verdict of guilty set aside and accused acquitted.) 

•(’87) 14 Cal 42 (46) (F B), In re Gibbons. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 All 970 (970): 37 Cri L Jour 135, Emperor v. Sri Kisan. (The 
High Court has undoubted jurisdiction to disregard the verdict of the jury and to 
convict the accused if it is of opinion that the verdict of the jury was perverse.) 

■(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 38 (39), Queen v. Oottum Dhoba. 

(’78) 2 Cal L R 1 (2), In the matter of Tiluckdharce. 

(’78) 3 Cal 623 (625): 2CLB 304, Empress v. Sahae Bae. 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 718 (721): 51 Cal 469: 26 Cr.L.J. 24, Emperor v.B ansi Sheikh. 
(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 80 (81), Queen v. Nityo Gapal Dass. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 145 (147): 16'SLR 143: 26 Cr.L.J. 609, Emperor v.Md. Bux. 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 949 (950): 28 Cri L Jour 449, Easem AU v. Emperor. (Two 
accused charged under S„ 120-B, Penal Code — Charge not showing complicity of 
any other person in conspiracy — One of the accused convicted of conspiracy and 
the case of the other accused referred under S.307 — Latter acquitted on reference 
■ — Conviction against the other accused cannot remain and must be set aside.) 

Note 17 

1. (’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 70 (71) : 13 Beng L R App 20, Queen v. Nabin Chundcr. 

2. (’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 33 (33), Queen v. Bam Churn Ghose. 


Section 307 
Notes 16-18 



1774 RE-TRIAL OP ACCUSED AFTER JURY’S DISCHARGE 


Section 307 
Notes 18-20 


Section 308 


time to bring forward any objection be may have to recommendations 
gf the Sessions Judge. 1 

19. Difference between Judges hearing reference — Pro- 
cedure. — Where a reference is heard by two Judges and they differ 
in their opinions, the decision is not to be governed by the opinion of 
the senior Judge; the matter must be referred to a third Judge in the 
manner required by section 429. 1 

20. Appeal. — Inasmuch as no judgment of acquittal or of 
conviction is to be recorded where a reference is made under this 
section, there can be no appeal as from a Sessions Judge to the High 
Court. 1 But where no reference is made, it is clear that the judgment 
that must follow the verdict will be appealable under Ss. 417 2 and 418. 

A judgment passed by the High Court on a reference under this 
section is itself not open to appeal to the High Court. 3 

G. — Re-tricil of Accused after Discharge of J ury. 

308 .* Whenever the jury is discharged, the 
Re-triai of accused accused shall be detained in custody 
after discharge of jury. or on "bail (as the case may be), and 

shall be tried by another jury unless the Judge 
considers that he should not be re-tried, in which case 
the Judge shall make an entry to that effect on the 
charge, and such entry shall operate as an acquittal. 

1. Legislative changes. — There was no section corresponding 
to this in the Codes of 1SG1 and 1872. This section -was first introduced 
in the Code of 1SS2. 

2. “Whenever the jury is discharged.” — See Section 282 Note 2. 

3. Re-summoning of a jury. — In the undermentioned case, 1 
Rankin, J., observed as follows : 

“With reference to the question, whether, had we thought that the discharge 
of the jury was illegal, we would have ordered a re-summoning of the old jury, 
I only desire to say for myself that it would require very strong circumstances 
indeed to malm me give an order for the re-summoning of a jury that have been 
at large since the 16th of August. Taking one thing with another, it would require 

* 1882 : S. 308; 1872 and 1861 —Nil. 


Note 18 

1. (’73) 19 Suth W E Cr 38 (39), Queen v. Oottam Dhoba. 

(’73) 20 Suth W E Cr 33 (33), Queen v. Bam Churn Ghose., 

Note 19 

1. (’94) 15 Bom 452 (474,-475), Queen-Empress v. Dacia Ana. 

(’05) 2 Cal L Jour lln (77 n), Emperor v. Puma Hasra. 

(’16) ATE . 1916 Mad 783 (785) : 16 Cri L Jour 440, In re Irula Sadayan, 

Note 20 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 135 (137) : 30 Cr. L. J. 843, A lottayya Pillai v. Emperor, 

2. (’78) 2 Bom 526 n (526 n), In re Hari Ghanu. , 

3. (’94) 1894 Eat 691 (691), Queen-Empress v. Adveppa. 

Section 308 — Note 3 

1. (’27) AIE 1927 Cal 199 (200) : 28 Cri L Jour 141, Emperor v. Monmotha Nath. 
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some little further time before the case possibly could be re-started and it 


would be improper and inconvenient for persons to be re-summoned who have been 
released from their oath as jurors by an order of discharge and who, therefore, * 
have been perfectly entitled in the interim to discuss the matter either with their 
friends or with the accused or with anybody they like. Such an order as that, 

I hope, will never be made by this Court except in very exceptional circumstances.” 

4. “The Judge shall make an entry.” — In an order under 
this section that the accused should not be re-tried, the Judge cannot 
pass remarks implying the guilt of the accused . 1 But the Judge can 
record his opinion that the accused is innocent . 2 


H— Conclusion of Trial in Gases tried with Assessors. 


309 .* (i) When, in a ease tried with the aid 
Delivery of opinion of assessors, the ease for the defence 
of assessors. and the prosecutor’s reply (if any) 

are concluded, the Court may sum up the evidence 
for the prosecution and defence, and shall then require 
each of the assessors to state his opinion orally on all 
the charges on which the accused has been tried, and 
shall record such opinion, and for that purpose may 
ask the assessors such questions as are necessary to 
ascertain what their opinions are. All such questions 
and the answers to them shall be recorded. 


(2) The Judge shall then give judgment, but in 
judgment, doing so shall not be bound to conform to 

the opinions of the assessors. 

(3 ) If the accused is convicted, the Judge shall,, 
unless he proceeds in accordance with the provisions 
of section 562, pass sentence on him according to law. 


The words “on all the charges on which the accused has been tried” and the 

words “and for that purpose shall be recorded” in sub-s.(l) and the words 

“unless he proceeds in accordance with the provisions of S. 562” in sub-s.(2) were 
inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 


* Code of 1898, original S. 309. 

309. (1) When, in a case tried with the aid of assessors, the case for the 
Dclivcri! of amnion-, defence and the prosecutor’s reply (if any) are concluded, 
of assessors * ^ the Court may sum up the evidence, for the prosecution 

J " ' ' and defence, and shall then require each of the assessors 

to state his opinion orally, and shall record such opinion. 

Tudnment The Judge shall then give judgment, but in doing so 

^ ’ shall not be bound to conform to the opinions of the assessors. 

(3) If the accused is convicted, the Judge shall pass sentence on him 
according to law. 

1882 : S. 309; 1872 : Ss. 255, 261, 262; 1861 : S. 324. 
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Note 4 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Sind 145(146):23 SLR 397:30 Cr.L.J. 877, Mir Ahmad v. Empe ror.- 

2. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 189 (191) : 36 Cri L Jour 1359, Premchand v. Emperor, 
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Note 1 


Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. Summing up of evidence by 

Judge to assessors. 

3. Delivery of opinions of assessors. 

4. Retirement of assessors to 

consider their opinions. 

5. Each assessor to be asked his 

opinion. 

6. Assessor’s opinions to be 

stated orally. 

7. Opinion to be given on all 

the charges. 

8. Conviction for offence 
different from that on 
which opinions of asses- 
sors were taken. 


9. Recording of opinions. 

10. Questioning assessors. 

11. Reasons for opinions, if 
may be asked. 

12. “The Judge shall then give 
judgment.” 

13. Judge not bound to conform 

to the opinions of the asses- 
sors. 

14. Opinions of assessors 
recorded by one Judge — 
Judgment delivered by his 
successor — Legality. 

15. Sentence. 


Oilier Topics (miscellaneous) 


Assessors case tried as jury case — Pro- 
cedure. See Note 13. 

Assessors not to be cross-examined. See 
Note 11. 

Assessors’ opinion based on evidence 
and not on personal knowledge. See 
Note 13. 

Consultation by assessors. See Note 4. 

Double capacity of jurors and assessors 
to be explained. See Note 2. 

Duty of Judge to assist assessors. See 
Note 10. 

Further opinion. Sec Note 10. 

Individual opinion and not concurrence. 
See Note 5. 

Judge unnble to record — Procedure. See 
Note 2. 

Judge’s opinion not to be forced on 
assessors. See Notes 2, 3 and 11. 


Legislative changes. See Note 2. 

Medical evidence after opinion. See 
Note 12. 

No amendment of charge after taking 
opinion of assessors. See Note S. 

No cancellation of trial after opinion. 
See Note 12. 

No local inspection after opinion. See 
Note 12. 

No trial after taking opinion. See Note 12. 

Object of summing up. See Note 2. 

Omission to ask for or record opinion — 
Effect. See Notes 3 and 5. 

Opinion and not bare result. See Note 9. 

Opinion of committing Magistrate. See 
Note 12. 

Record of summing up. See Note 2. 

Weight to assessors’ opinion. See Note 13. 


1. Scope of the section. — The Code provides for two modes of 
trial before the Sessions Court — 

(1) trial by jury, and 

(2) trial with the aid of assessors. 

Sections 297 to 307 provide for the procedure to be followed at the 
conclusion of a trial by jury after the arguments on either side have 
been completed. This section provides for the procedure to be followed 
at the conclusion of a trial with the aid of assessors. The following are 
some of the important points of distinction between the verdict of a 
jury and the opinions of assessors 1 : 

<l) The verdict of a jury is conclusive, though the Judge disagrees with 
it, unless he considers it fit to submit the case to the High Court 


Section 309 — Note 1 

1. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (537, 538) : 2 Weir 340 : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v. 
Thirumal Bcddi. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 677 (678) : 16 Ind Cas 325 (Bom), Emperor v. Shankar Balwant. 
(1865) 3 Suth W R Or 21 (21), Queen v. Bushvio Anant. 
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under S. 307. But in a trial with the aid of assessors, the Judge is 
not bound to pronounce judgment in accordance with the opinions 
of the assessors, although in delivering his judgment he is bound 
to take into consideration the opinions of the assessors. See Note 13. 
<2) The jury form a body and their verdict is the verdict of the body. 
But in the case of a trial with, the aid of assessors, the assessors do 
not form a body ; each acts and expresses his opinion individually. 
See Note 5. 

<3) In the case of a trial by jury the Judge’s charge to the jury is an 
essential part of the procedure ; while in a trial with the aid of 
assessors, it is left to the discretion of the Judge whether or not to 
sum up the evidence to them. See Note 2. 

U) The jury are entitled to retire for mutual consultation before 
delivering their verdict; the assessors are not so entitled, although 
the Judge may permit such consultation. See Note 4. 

2. Summing up of evidence by Judge to assessors. — While 
it is obligatory on the Judge to charge the jury, summing up the 
evidence and laying down the law by which they are to be guided 
(s. 297), this section confers a discretion on the Court to sum up the 
evidence for the prosecution and the defence. 1 This provision was first 
introduced into the section in the Code of 1882, 2 but even prior to it, it 
was held that the Court had a discretion to sum up the evidence for 
the benefit of the assessors. 3 The object of the provision is to enable 
the Sessions Judge in long or intricate cases to place the evidence in 
an intelligible form before the assessors so as to assist them in arriving 
at a reasonable conclusion ; the provision should be resorted to only in 
such cases. 4 In summing up'the evidence, the Judge should not obtrude 
on the assessors his own opinion on the value of the evidence. 5 When 
at the same trial, an accused is tried by jury for some offences and by 
the Court with the aid of the jurors as assessors for other offences (s. 269, 
sub-s.(3)), the Judge in summing up the evidence should explain to 
the jurors the double capacity in which they are acting. 8 As to the 

{1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 6 (6), Queen v. hit. Mina NnggerbJiatin. 

[See also (’39) AIR 1939 Lali 475 (476, 477): 41 Cri L Jour 55 :I LR (1939) Lah 
243, Emperor v. Palilu. (A juror stands on a higher footing, speaks with greater 
authority and takes a larger share in the decision of a criminal case than does 
an assessor and it may be taken as axiomatic, therefore, that in the absence of 
a specific prohibition an objection that could not be upheld regarding a juror 
would be ruled out in the case of an assessor — Per Ram Lall, J., in Order of 
Reference.)] 

Note 2 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 497 (497) : 40 Cal 163 : 15 I. C. 641, Nasimuddi v. Emperor. 

2. (83) 9 Cal 875 (876) : 12 C. L. R. 506, Shadulla Eoivladar v. Empress. 

(’01) 24 Mad 523 (537): 2 Weir 340 : 11 ML J 241, King -Emperor v. Thirumal Rcddi. 
{’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 39 (39) : 7 Beng L R 6771, Queen v. Joge Poly. 

3. (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 70 (71), Queen v. Bur jo Baric h. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 25 (26) : 7 Beng L R 63, Queen v. Amiruddin. 

4. (’83) 9 Cal 875 (876)’ : 12 C. L. R. 506, Sliadulla Eowladar v. Empress. 

{’01) 24 Mad 523 (537):2 Weir 340: 11ML J241, King-Emperor v. Thirumal Beddi. 

5. (’83) 9 Cal 875 (876) : 12 C. L. R. 506, Shadulla Eowladar v. Empress. 

6. (’02) 2 Weir 334 (334), In re Sivaga. 
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Notes 2-$ 


recording of the summing up, see the undermentioned case. 7 

3. Delivery of opinions of assessors. — In a trial by a 
Sessions Court with the aid of assessors, the Judge is not bound to 
deliver judgment in conformity with the opinions of assessors (see 
Note 13) ; but he is bound to take the opinions of the assessors before 
convicting or acquitting the accused. 1 Even where the accused admits 
his guilt (after the prosecution evidence, in a case where originally 
he pleaded not guilty), he cannot be convicted without taking such 
opinions. 2 The power (under s. 289) to record a finding of not guilty' 
and acquit the accused at the conclusion of the case for the prosecution 
without calling on the accused to enter on his defence and without 
recording the opinions of the assessors, is confined to cases where there 
is no evidence in support of the prosecution. Where such is not the 
case the Judge is bound to record the opinions of the assessors under 
this section though he considers the evidence for the prosecution to 
be unreliable. 3 The omission to ask for and record opinions is not 
a mere irregularity curable under s. 5 37. 4 But where a prosecution is 
withdrawn under section 494, the accused is entitled to be acquitted 
irrespective of the opinions of the assessors and such opinions need 
not be recorded before he is acquitted. 5 

4. Retirement of assessors to consider their opinions. — 

This section makes no provision as to the right of the assessors to 
retire to consider their opinions (compare s. 300 in the case of jurors). 
The matter is left to the discretion of the Judge. Though he may, in 
his discretion, allow the assessors to consult each other before giving 
their opinions, 1 he is not bound to do so as he is entitled to have 

7. (’83) 9 Cal 875 (S76, 877) : 12 C. L. R. 506, Shadulla Howladar v. Empress. 
(If the Judge is incapable himself of recording the heads of summing up to the 
assessors he should avail himself of the services of some court-officer or direct 
it to be done by some independent person but should not ask the pleader for the 
prosecution to do so and rely on his work as correct.) 

Note 3 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 551 (552) : 39 Cri L .Tour 835, Nirmal Kumar v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour G09 (G10) : 7 Bom L R 731, Emperor v. Bai Nani. 

2. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 609 (610) : 7 Bom L R 731, Emperor v. Bai Nani. 

3. (’88) 10 All 414 (416, 417): 18SS All W N 129, Quccn-Emprcss v. Mttnna Lai. 
(’83) 9 Cal 875 (877) : 12 Cal L R 506, Shadulla Howladar v. Empress. 

(’92) 16 Bom 414 (422), Quccn-Emprcss v. Yajiram. (10 All 414, followed.) 

(’95) 9 C P L R Cr 24(25), Empress y.Tularam. (10 All 414, 16 Bom 414, followed.)’ 
(’89) 2 Weir 391 (391, 392). 

See also S. 289 Note 7. 

4. (’88) 10 All 414 (417, 418) : 1888 All W N 129, Quccn-Em 2 »‘css v, MnnnaLal. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 497 (497) : 40 Cal 163 : 15 I. C. 641, Nazimuddi v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 609 (610) : 7 Bom L R 731, Emperor v. Bai Nani. 

[See (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 3 (3), Queen v. Bliugican Lall. (No legal conviction' 
can take place unless the opinion of the assessors is taken on the whole of the 
evidence in a case.)] 

[But sec (’75) 1 All 610 (611), In the matter of Narain Las.'] 

See also S. 289 Note 11. 

5. (’86) 1886 Rat 307 (307), Queen-Empress v. Chenbasapa. , 

Note 4 

1. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 41 Cr, p. 95 (97), Hassan Khan v. Empress. (The more 
correct way in such a case would be to put them in a room where no one could 
have access to them.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1036 (1037) : 16 Cr. L. J. 717 (718), In re Sennimalai Goun- 
dan. (There is no provision to prevent consultation between assessors.) 
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before him the independent' and individual opinion of each of the 
assessors. 2 

5. Each assessor to be asked his opinion. — In a trial by 
jury, the jury form a body and the verdict is that of the body. But in 
a trial by the Court with the aid of assessors, the assessors do not form 
a body; but each assessor acts and expresses his opinion individually. 1 
Hence, it is the duty of the Judge to ask each assessor individually 
his opinion and record it separately. 2 Where the opinions of some of 
the assessors are not asked for and recorded, the trial is vitiated by an 
illegality. 3 But where the - opinions of all the assessors are asked for, 
the fact that, on its being found that all of them are of the s am e 
opinion, such opinion is recorded in a joint statement, instead of 
separately, is only an irregularity curable by section 537. 4 

6. Assessors’ opinions to be stated orally. — The section 
requires the opinions of the assessors to be stated orally. The sub- 
mission of written opinions by the assessors is not contemplated 
by the section. 1 But the giving of opinions in writing is only an 
irregularity which will not vitiate the proceedings unless it has 
occasioned a failure of justice. 2 

7. Opinion to be given on all the charges. — A distinct opinion 
on each charge on which the accused has been tried must be taken and 
recorded. 1 It has been held by the Oudh Chief Court that a failure to 

2. (’13) AIR 1915 Mad 1036 (1037) : 16 Cri L Jour 717 (718), In re Sennimalai 
Goundan. (It is no irregularity to refuse consultation.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 523 (537) : 2 "Weir 340 : 11 M L J 241, King-Emperor v, Thiriimal 
Eecldi. (Assessors are not to retire for consultation and form their opinions.) 

Note 5 

1. (’01) 24 Mad 523 (536, 537) : 2 Weir 340 : 11 11 L J 241, King-Empcror v. 
Tliirumal Bcddi. 

[See (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 475 (477) : 41 Cri L Jour 55 : I L R (1939) Lab 243, 
Emperor v. Ealilu. (An assessor does not form an essential part of the Sessions 
Court — Per Ram Lall, J., in Order of Reference.)] 

2. (’92) 14 All 502 (506) : 1892 AWN 95, Queen-Empress v. Mulua. (Record of 
opinion of one assessor only when there were two — Irregularity.) 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 405 (409), In re Bhoolnath Dey. 

(’01) 24 Mad 523 (537) : 2 Weir 340: 11 M L J 241, King-Empcror v. Thirumal. 
(’83) 9 Cal 875 (877) : 12 G L R 506, Shadulla Howladar v. Empress. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 41 Cr, p. 95 (97, 98), Hassan Khan v. Empress. (Where 
however, the assessors are all of same opinion, it is only a matter of form whether 
their opinions are taken down once or repeated five times, where there are five 
assessors.) 

(1865) 4 Suth W R Cr L 9 (10). (Each assessor should be asked to state his indivi- 
dual opinion, and not merely signify concurrence with his eo-assessor.) 

[Sec (’38) AIR 1988 Cal 551 (552) : 39 Cr. L. J. 835, Nirmal Kumar v. Emperor .] 

3. (’03) 26 Mad 598 (599) : 2 Weir 333, Bamahrishna Bcddi v. Emperor. (S. 269 
(3) — Opinions of all jurors as assessors not taken — Illegal.) 

4. (’87) 1887 Pun Re No, 41 Cr, p.'95 (97, 98), Hassan Khan v. Empress, 

(’92) 14 All 502 (506) : 1892 All W N 95, Queen-Empress v. Mulua, 

Note 6 

1. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 433 (433, 434):39 Cal 119:15 1.C, 65, LalitChandrav. Emperor. 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 P C 130 (131) : 6 Lah 226 ': 52 Ind App 191 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1059 
(PC), Bcgu v. Emperor, (Such point ought to be raised at the trial.) 

Note 7 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Nag 257 (261) : 29 Cri L Jour 561, Mt. Shevanli v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 23 (23, 24) : 28 S. L. R. 295 : 36 Cr. L. J. 504, Diitov. Emperor. 
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comply with tlie section in this respect renders the trial illegal. 2 

8. Conviction for offence different from that on which 
opinions of assessors were taken. — After the opinions of the 
assessors have been taken, it is not open to the Court to add to or 
alter the charge (s.227.) But if a case falls within the purview of S. 237 
or S. 238, the accused can be convicted of an offence different from 
that on which the opinions of the assessors were taken. 1 Thus, where 
the accused is charged under s.302, Penal Code (murder) and the 
opinions of the assessors are taken on such charge, it is open to the 
Sessions Judge (in a proper case) under s.- 237 to convict the accused 
under S. 201 of the Penal Code (causing disappearance of evidence of 
the offence by removing the dead body), though the opinions of the 
assessors are not taken on such offence. 2 Similarly, (in a proper 
case) an accused can he convicted under S. 403, Penal Code (criminal 
misappropriation), though the charge against him was under S. 395, 
Penal Code (dacoity), and the opinions of the assessors were taken only 
on such charge. 3 

9. Recording of opinions. — The opinions of assessors should 
be recorded correctly 1 and fully. 2 They should be recorded in the very 
words used by each assessor immediately after he delivers his opinion. 3 
It was held in the undermentioned case 1 that the failure to record 

[Sec (’74) 22 Sutk W R Cr 34 (34, 35), Queen v. Mat am Mai. (Case decided under 
1872 Code — Charge of murder and culpable homicide — Held, intention of 
Legislature was that assessors should give definite opinions whether prisoner was 
guilty of either offence.)] 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 354 (35S) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1066 : 10 Luck 119, Lai Behari 
Singh v. Emperor. , 

Note 8 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 P C 130 (131) : 6 Lah 226 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1059 : 52 Ind App 191 
(PC), Begu v. Emperor. (Ss. 302 and 201, Penal Code.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 130 (133, 134) : 52 Bom 385 : 29 Cr. L. J. 403, Emperor v. 
Ismail Khadirsab. (Accused charged under S. 302, Penal Code — Acquittal ■ — 
Government appeal — Conviction by High Court of offence under S. 193, Penal 
Code, though opinions of assessors were not recorded in regard toS, 193 — Legal.) 
(’29) AIR’ 1929 Sind 147 (148) : 30 Cr. L. J. 875, Haroon v. Emperor. (Ss. 403, 
and 395, Penal Code.) 

[But see (’24) AIR 1924 Bom 246 (247) : 26 Cri L Jour 394, Appaya Baslingappa 
v. Emperor. (Submitted not good law in view of A I R 1925 P C 130.) 

(’02) 2 Weir 334 (334), In re Sivaga. (Do.) 

(’98) 2 Weir 301 (301, 302), In re Pcrumal Nadan. (Do.) 

(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 40 (41), Queen v. Dyee Bliola. (Do.)] 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 P C 130 (131) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1059 : 6 Lah 226 : 52 Ind App 191 
(PC), Begu v. Emperor. 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Sind 147 (148) : 30 Cr. L. J. S75, Haroon v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’91) 1891 All W N 145 (146), Empress v. Barmajit. (Opinion of assessors 
recorded as “guilty" when the opinion was “not guilty”.) 

2. (1900) 2 Bom L R 323 (324), Queen-Empress v. Fakira. (Opinions of assessors 
should be recorded otherwise than by simple statement that assessor No. 1 found 
all the accused not guilty and that assessor No. 2 concurred in such opinion.. But 
reasons for the opinions should ’be briefly stated.) 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 £at 109 (115) : 6 Pat L Jour 147 : 22 Cri L Jour 417, Fain 

Santal v. Emperor. ' 

(’86) 1886 All W N 22 (23), Empress v. Tikaram. (Opinions of assessors should 
be recorded as they are expressed, without any influence from the Judge.) 

4. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 561 (564):13 Pat 729:36 Cr. L. J. 17, Bhikari v. Emperor. 
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the opinions of the assessors vitiated the proceedings and that the 
conviction must he set aside. 

10. Questioning assessors. — This section empowers the Judge 
to ask the assessors such questions as are necessary to ascertain what 
their opinions are. Thus, if there is anything obscure in the opinions 
expressed by the assessors, the Judge can clear up the obscurity by 
questioning the assessors. 1 Sometimes it may become the duty of the 
Judge to assist the assessors by putting them specific questions 
concerning the facts of the case. Thus, when there is a mixed question 
of fact and law to be decided, as for instance, a question of private 
defence, it may be necessary to ask the assessors specific questions on 
the facts on which the law will turn. 2 But the Judge should allow 
the assessors, in the first instance, to give their opinions in their own 
way and when they have completed their statements, it would be open 
to him to question them to elucidate their opinions. 3 In questioning 
the assessors they should first be asked to give their opinions as to 
what happened and then, if necessary, to give a further opinion on 
such matters as intention, knowledge, etc. 4 

11. Reasons for opinions, if may be asked. — There is a 
conflict of decisions as to whether the assessors may be asked to give 
reasons for their opinions. In a decision of the Madras High Court, it 
has been held that, as in the case of jurors, so also in the case of 
assessors, the Judge ought not to ask the assessors to give reasons for 
their opinions beyond what is necessary to decide whether they have 
understood the case. 1 On the other hand, it has been held by the 
Bombay High Court that the assessors can and should be asked to give 
reasons for their opinions. 2 A similar view was held by the Calcutta 
High Court in certain old decisions. 3 The Chief Courts of the Punjab 
and Lower Burma were also inclined to the same view. 4 This view 

Note 10 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 497 (497): 15 Ind Cas 641 : 40 Cal 163, Nasimuddi v. Emperor. 
(It is not open to the Judge to cross-examine the assessors.) 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 308 (310, 311): 3 Pat L Jour 653 : 19 Cr.L. J. 983, Sundar 
Btiksh Singh v. Emperor. 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 456 (459):41 Cal 350:15 Cr. L. J. 385, Eomesh v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 497 (497):15 Ind Cas 641: 40 Cal 163, Nasimuddi v. Emperor. 

(No power to question assessors until they have delivered their opinions orally 
and Judge has recorded such opinions.) 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah 37 (37): 30 Cr. L. J. 378, Ehewna v. Emperor, (e. g., whe- 
ther accused struck the deceased and if so, when, with what intention or know- 
ledge, etc.) 

Note 11 

1. (’31) 1931 Mad W N 1139 (1140), In re Kunnammal Krisltnan. (Such 
procedure is not warranted by this section and R. 245, (now R. 166) Criminal 
Rules of Practice.) 

2. (1900) 2 Bom L R 322 (323), Queen-Empress v. Mahadu Tuharam. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 323 (324), QueenEmpress v. Fahira. 

3. (1865) 3 Suth W R CrCir, p. 1 (1), Criminal Circular No. 4, 23rd June 1865. 
(1865) 3 Suth 17 E Cr 6 (6), Queen v. Alt. Mina Nuggerbhatin. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Bushmo Anent. (Particularly when their 
opinion differs from that of Judge.) 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 405 (410), In re Bhootnalh Bey. 

4. (’05) 1905 Pun Re No. 48 Cr, p. 117 (117) : 1905 P L R No. 192 : 3 Cri L Jour 
132, Gurandilta v. Emperor. (On difference of opinion between Judge and 
assessors, grounds of opinions of assessors should be recorded carefully.) 
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proceeds on the ground that in the case of a jury their verdict is a 
simple verdict of guilty or not guilty, iyhile in the case of assessors, 
they merely give an opinion and its weight depends solely on the 
reason and sense on which it is supported. 5 

In any view it is not open to the Judge to cross-examine the 
assessors; they must be allowed to give their independent opinions 
on the case. 0 See also Note 13. 

12. “The Judge shall then give judgment.” — The section 
requires that on taking the opinions of the assessors, the Judge should 
proceed to deliver his judgment. 1 He has no power, after the opinions 
of the assessors have been recorded, to cancel the trial and hold a fresh 
trial. 2 Nor can he, at such stage, take fresh evidence 3 or make a local 
inspection 4 and base his judgment on such evidence or inspection. The 
judgment must conform to the , provisions of S. 3G7 of the Code, and 
must accordingly contain the reasons for the decision of the Judge, 
It is no compliance with that section if the Judge merely states that he 
agrees with the opinions of the assessors. 5 In delivering his judgment, 
though the Judge is not bound to conform to the opinions of the 
assessors, he is entitled to take into consideration such opinions in 
arriving at his conclusions : see Note 13. But the Judge is not entitled 
to refer in his judgment to the opinion of the committing Magistrate 

13. Judge not bound to conform to the opinions of the 
assessors. — Sub-section(2) expressly provides that, in delivering his 
judgment, the Judge is not bound to conform to the opinions of the 
assessors. 1 But the Judge can and should take into consideration such 

(■93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 126 (127),' Nga Shan v. Empress. 

5. (1865) 3 Suth W R Or G (G), Queen v. Mt. Mina Nuggerbliatin. 

6. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 497 (497) : 15 I. C. G41 : 40 Ca.llG3, Nazimuddinx. Emperor. 

Note 12 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 551 (552) : 39 Cri L Jour 835, Nirmal Kumar v. Emperor. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 149 (150) : 1G Cr. L. J. 824 ,NatliuBcwav. Emperor. (S. 537 
not applicable.) 

3. (’93) 15 All 136 (13G) : 1893 AWN 50, Queen-Empress v. Bamlal. (Evidence 
taken after assessors were discharged.) 

(’88) 188S Pun Re No. 29 Cr, p. 59 (62), Hasan v. Empi-css. (Though opinions of 
assessors are again taken after such fresh evidence. Assessors adhering to first 
opinion — No prejudice.) 

(’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 26 (26), Soojamil v. Crown. 

(’34) 35 Cr. L. J. 1002 (1005) : 149 Ind Cas 442 (Lah), Santa Singh v. Emperor. 
(Examination of chemical examiner called as court-witness under S. 540 after 
assessors’ opinions were recorded — Procedure irregular — But conviction not set 
aside as in circumstances of ease, accused had suffered no prejudice.) 

(’89) 1889 All W N 181 (184), Empress v. Jia Lai. (After recording assessors’ 
opinions taking opinion of Civil Surgeon concerning mental condition of accused is 
illegal.) 

4. (’18) AIR 1918 Low Bur 22 (23) : 9 Low Bur Rul 88 : 19 Cr. L. J. 54, Deya v. 
Emperor. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 551 (552) : 39 Cri L Jour 835, Nirmal Kumar v. Emperor. 

6. (’75) 22 Gal 805 (810), Bcwan Singh r. Queen-Empress. 

Note 13 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 475 (477) : 41 Cr. L. J. 55 : ILR (1939) Lah 243, Emperor 
v. Palilu. (Opinion of an assessor based on personal knowledge may be ignored.) 
(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 52 (53) : 39 Cri L Jour 105, Shaligram Batanlal v. Emperor. 
(Though assessors’ opinions are entitled to consideration, they lack legal training 
which will enable them to distinguish suspicion from proof.) 
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opinions 13 and although there is no express provision in the Code 
making it obligatory on the Judge to discuss in his judgment the 
opinions of the assessors, still, as a matter of practice, it is desirable 
that he should do so . 2 

The sub-section applies only to cases which are actually tried 
. with the aid of assessors. Where a case which is so triable is, as a 
matter of fact, tried by jury, the Judge cannot treat the verdict of the 
jury as the opinions of assessors and pronounce judgment contrary to 
the verdict; but he must, if he disagrees with it, proceed under s. 307 . 3 

The opinions of the assessors which a Judge can take into account 
in pronouncing his judgment are opinions based on the evidence in the 
-case. The Judge cannot refer in his judgment to the opinion of an 
assessor based on the latter’s personal knowledge . 4 

See the undermentioned cases 3 which bear on the weight to be 
attached to the opinions of the assessors. 

15. Opinions of assessors recorded by one Judge— Judgment 
-delivered by his successor — Legality. — Where after hearing 


■(’01) 24 Mad 523 (537, 538) : 2 Weir 340, King-Emperor v. Thirumalai Rcddi. 
(’12) 13 Or. L. J. 677 (678) : 16 I. C. 325 (Bom), Emperor v, Shanker Balwant. 
(’24) AIR 1924 All 511 (513) : 26 Cri L Jour 324, Lakhan v. Emperor. 

[See (’17) AIR 1917 P C 25 (28) : 44 I A 137 : 13 N L R 100 : 44 Cal 876 : 18 
Cr L J 471 (P C), Dal Singh v. Emperor .] 
la. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 52 (53) : 39 Cri L Jour 105, Slialigram v. Emperor. 
(Especially o£ intelligent assessors and especially when they consider a man guilty 
for it is so seldom that that happens in capital cases.) 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 527 (528):33 Cr.L. J. 212:ILR (1937) 1 Cal 306, Jognestoar 
Ghosh v. Emperor. (Accused tried nt same trial for offence X by jury and for 
offence Y with the aid of the jurors acting as assessors — Jury returning unani- 
mous verdict of not guilty with- regard to offence X and as assessors expressing 
unanimous opinion in favour of acquittal in regard to offence Y — Judge accepting 
jury’s verdict with regard to offence X but rejecting their opinions as assessors 
with regard to offence Y without giving any reason, and convicting accused of 
such offence — Conviction set aside by High Court on appeal.) 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 910 (911) : 35 Cri L Jour 168, Anup Singh v. Emperor. 

•(’05) 1905 Pun Re No 48 Cr, p. 117 (117) : 3 Cri L Jour 132:1905 P L R No. 192, 
Guranditta v. King-Emperor. 

•(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 126 (127), Nga Shan v. Queen-Empress. 

[See (’69) 6 Bom H C R Cr 55 (56), Reg v. Kala Ear son. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 34 (35), Queen v. Matam Mai. ] 

-3. (’98) 25 Cal 555 (556, 557), Surja Kurmi v. Queen-Empress. 

•(’79) 4 Cal L R 405 (408, 409), InrcBhoothnathDey. (Trial by jury upon charges, 
some of which triable by jury and some with aid of assessors — Jury by majority 
returned verdict of ‘not guilty’ on all charges — Judge convicted the accused upon 
the latter charges also — Conviction is illegal.) 

See also S. 269 Note 3, S. 306 Note 3 and S. 307 Note 15. 

-4. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 475 (478, 479) : 41 Cri L Jour 55 : ILR (1939) Lah 243, 
Emperor v. Pahlu. (Assessor when expressing his opinion that accused is guilty 
adding 'that he has personal knowledge of this matter acquired during investiga- 
tion — Dc novo trial is not necessary — Proper course for the Judge is to ignore 
such opinion.) 

•(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 28 (28), Queen v. Ram Churn Knrmokar. (Personal know- 
ledge of character of defence witnesses.) 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 452 (452) : 26 Cri L Jour 1291, Behari v. Emperor. (In a 
case of identification of ornaments of small value the opinions of assessors are of 
considerable value.) 

■(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 171 (173) : 36 Cri L Jour 491, Ali Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(Approver examined last — Counsel unable to question corroborative witnesses 
properly — Assessors unable to appreciate corroborative evidence — Opinions of 
.assessors lose their value.) 


Section 309 
Notes 13-14i 
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Section 309 
Notes 14-15 


Section 310 


part of a ease a Judge is transferred or goes on leave, his successor 
must hear the case dc novo from the beginning and not only from the 
point at .which the previous Judge left .the case. 1 Even where the 
previous Judge is transferred or goes on leave after the opinions of the 
assessors have been recorded, the successor cannot pronounce judgment 
without hearing the case dc novo from the beginning and taking the v 
opinions of the assessors over again. 2 (Compare S. 350 in the case of 
Magistrates.) 

15. Sentence. — If the accused is convicted, the Court has no 
discretion, unless it decides to proceed under S.562, to refuse to pass 
sentence according to law ; f and, if the accused is found guilty on several 
charges, the Court is bound to pass sentence on each of the charges. 2 

The responsibility for the sentence rests with the Judge alone and 
where he differs from the assessors as regards conviction, he should 
not let their opinion weigh with him regarding the sentence. Hence, 
the fact that the assessors gave their opinions that the accused was not 
guilty is no reason for passing a lesser sentence. 3 


I . — Procedure in case of Previous Conviction. 

3 1 O. * In the ease of a trial by a jury or with 


* Code of 1898, original S. 310. 

p , 7 . • 310. In the ease of a trial by jury or with the aid of 

irocccnnc in assessors, where the accused is charged with an offence, com- 
ccisc oj pi cviaits in - ltte( -j ft f ter a p rev j ous conviction for any offence, the procedure 
conviction. laid ( ] own j n sections 271, 28G, 305, 30G and 309 shall be 

modified as follows : 

(a) The part of the charge stating the previous conviction shall not be read, 
out in Court, nor shall the accused be asked whether he has been previously 
convicted as alleged in the charge unless and until he has either pleaded guilty 
to, or been convicted of, the subsequent offence ; 

(b) if he pleads guilty to, or is convicted of, the subsequent offence, he shall 
then be asked whether he has been previously convicted as alleged in the charge ; 

(c) if he answers that he has been so previously convicted, the Judge may 
proceed to pass sentence on him accordingly ; but, if he denies that he has been so 
previously convicted, or refuses to, or does not, answer such question, the jury, or 
the Court and the assessors (as the case may be), shall then hear evidence con- 
cerning such previous conviction and in such case (where the trial is by jury) it 
shall not be necessary to swear the jurors again. 

Code of 1882 : S. 310. 

Same except the following: In sub-s. (c), the words “hear evidence” were 
substituted for the word "inquire.” 

Codes of 1872 and 1861 — Nil, 


Note 14 

1. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 121 (123) : 8 C L J 59, Durga Cliaran v. Emperor. 

2. (’74) 21 Suth \V R Cr 47 (47), Queen v. Gopi Noshyo. 

Note 15 ^ 

1. (’95) 22 Cal 805 (809), Dcivan Singh v. Queen-Empress. (Case before amend- 
ment of 1923.) 

See also S. 245 Note 6, S. 258 Note 6 and S. 367 Note 10. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Pesli 23 (24):40 Cr.L. J. 686, Mian Gulmahmud Shah v. Emperor. • 
(Accused, convicted under Ss. 302, 304 and 324, Penal Code — Judge’s refusal to' 
prescribe punishment under Ss. 304 and 324 is illegal.) 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 307 (309) : 34 Cri L Jour 1168 : 30NL R 9, Local Govern- 
ment v. Sitrya Arjuna. 
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ca^of^rT' in assessors when the accused 

conviction. ' is charged with. an offence and further 
charged that he is by reason of a previous conviction 
liable to enhanced punishment or to punishment of 
a different kind for such subsequent offence, the 
procedure prescribed by the foregoing provisions of 
this Chapter shall be modified as follows, namely : — 
(a) Such further charge shall not be read out in 
Court and the accused shall not be asked to 
plead thereto, nor shall the same be referred 
to by the prosecution, or any evidence adduced 
• thereon unless and until, 

' (i) he has been convicted of the subsequent 

offence, or 

(ii) the jury have delivered their verdict, or 
the opinions of the assessors have been 
recorded, on the charge of the subsequent 
offence. 


(ft) In the case of a trial held with the aid of 
assessors, the Court may, in its discretion, 
proceed or refrain from proceeding with the 
trial of the accused on the charge of the 
previous conviction. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. When previous conviction should 

be referred to. 


4. Non-compliance with the section. 

5. Evidence as to previous convic- 

tion. See section 311. 

6. Proof of previous conviction. 

See section 511. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

■ Non-applicability to trials before Magistrate. See Note 2. 

Record to show when reference to prior conviction made. See Note 3. 

Reference under section 307. See Note 1. 

1. Legislative changes. — This section has been substituted for 
the old section by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 
xvni of 1923. 

Under the section as it stood before the amendment the accused 
could be asked about his previous conviction only if he pleaded guilty 
to or was convicted of the ‘ subsequent offence. The Court could not 
ask him about it where the jury had given a verdict and the Court 
without convicting Mm, made a reference to the High Court under 
S. 807. 1 This disability, has now been removed. 


Section 310 — Note 1 

1. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 422 (423) : 30 Mad 134, Emperor v. Kandasivami Goundan . 
[Sec also (1900) 2 Bom L R 336 (337), Queen-Empress v. Govind Jhavrya .] . 


Section 31(b 
Note 1 


/ 
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;3ection 310 
JNotes 2-3 


2. Scope and object of the section. — This provision of law 
has been taken from the English Statute law, 6 & '7 William IV, 
Chap. 3. 1 It is based on the principle that a prisoner on his trial 
ought not to be prejudiced by a statement of a previous conviction 
suffered by him. 2 The section is imperative. 3 It is most essential that 
the procedure prescribed by it should be conducted with precision, 
regularity and close adherence to the rules laid down in this section.* 1 
This section indicates the importance of the complete exclusion of 
the knowledge of previous conviction when weighing the evidence 
us to the truth or otherwise of the main charge. 5 

It has been held in the undermentioned case 6 that the fact that 
■an accused is a registered member of a criminal tribe under the Criminal 
’Tribes Act, VI of 1924, — a fact from which bad character can be inferred 
— should not, on the analogy of this section, be disclosed to the jury 
until after their verdict, lest their minds should be prejudiced. 

The section is applicable to trials before the Court of Session only 
and does not apply to trials before Magistrate. 7 As to trials before 
Magistrates, see section 255A. 

3. When previous conviction should be referred to. — The 

accused should not be asked about his previous conviction nor his plea 
-should be taken thereto until after — 

(1) his conviction for the subsequent offence, 1 or 

(2) the jury have delivered their verdict, la or the opinions of the 


Note 2 

1. (’S7) 14 Gal 721 (727) (F B), Queen-Empress v. Karticlc Chunder. 

2. (’87) 14 Cal 721 (727) (F B), Queen-Empress v. Karticlc Chunder. 

•(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 351 (352) : 5 Pat LJ 706 : 22 Cr. L.J. 219, TekaAhir v. Emperor. 

■(’30) AIR 1930 All 17 (19) : 31 Cri L Jour 8, Goliy. Emperor. (An accused person, 
though he has several convictions behind him, is entitled to have his case treated 
as if it was not a foregone conclusion that he is guilty.) 

•(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 91 (91) : 1 Rang 520 : 25 Cri L Jour 018, Mating E Gtji v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 774 (775) : 28 Cri L Jour 667, Raju v. Emperor. 

4. (’90) 1890 All W N 12 (13), Empress v. Jhinguri. 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 203 (205) : 40 Cri L Jour 770 : I L R (1939) Ear 677, 
Ghous Batch si i v. Emperor. 

■(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 91 (91) : 1 Rang 520 : 25 Cr.L.J. 618, Mating E Gyi v. Emperor. 
(This principle is analogous to that of S. 54, Evidence Act.) 

•6. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 14 (15) : 40 Cri L Jour 833, Mosalicb Dome v. Emperor. 

7. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 707 (707) : 50 Cal 367:25 Cr.L.J. 527, Dehri Sonar v. Emperor. 

■(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 91 (92) : 1 Rang 520 : 25 Cr.L.J. 618, Mating E Gyiv. Emperor. 

■(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 227- (227, 228) (U B), Nga Te v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 351 (351) : 22 Cr. L. J. 219 : 5 Pat L Jour 706, Teka Ahir 
v. Emperor, 

■(’90) 1890 All W N 12 (13), Empress v. Jhinghtiri. 

(’86) 1886 All W N 47 (47), Empress v. Sukha. 

■(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 422 (423) : 30 Mad 134, Emperor v. Kandaswami Goundan. (When 
reference is made to High Court under S. 307, accused cannot be ashed to plead 
to previous conviction until after conviction by High Court.) 

•(’01) 28 Cal 689 (693) : 5 C W N 670, Tasin v. King-Emperor. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr L 10 (10). 

•(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 67 (68), Queen v. Jchan Mullich. 

■(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 38 (38), Empressy. Nittar Mundle. (Previous conviction can 
only be used after conviction in determining the measure of punishment.) 

la. (’90) 1890 All W N 12 (13), Empress v. -Jhingliuri. 
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assessors have been recorded, on the charge for the subsequent offence . 2 

The record should invariably show that no reference to the previous 
conviction was made until one or the other of the conditions mentioned 
in the section has happened . 3 

Where a charge of previous conviction is tried, the accused cannot 
be examined about his previous conviction in such trial, unless there is 
on the record some legally admissible evidence to show the fact of the 
previous conviction ; 1 see section 342. 

4. Non-compliance with the section. — A non-compliance with 
the provisions of this section is only an irregularity which will not 
vitiate the trial unless the accused is shown to have been prejudiced 
thereby . 1 

5. Evidence as to previous conviction. — See Section 311. 

6. Proof of previous conviction. — See Section 611. 


311. Notwithstanding anything in the last 
when evidence of foregoing section, evidence of the 
may be given. previous conviction may he given at 

the trial for the subsequent offence, if the fact of the 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 14 (15) : 40 Cr.L.J. 833, Mosaheb Dome v. Emperor’ 
(Fact that accused is registered member of criminal tribe should not be disclosed 
to jury until after their verdict.)] 

2. (’20) AIB 1920 Pat 351 (351) : 22 Cr. L. J. 219 : 5 Pat L Jour 700, Telia Ahir 
v. Emperor. 

[See also (’60) 6 Suth W B Cr 72 (73), Empress v. Gopal Thal-oor. (Improper 
admission of previous conviction — It is, however, not clear whether this was 
done after the opinions were recorded.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 11 (12), Empress v. Phoolchand. (Do.)] 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 203 (204) : 40 Cr. L. J. 770 : I L R (1939) Ear 677, Ghous 
Balihsh v. Emperor. (Whole charge including the portion relating to previous 
conviction read out before the assessors gave their opinions — Accused’s statement 
in the lower court relating to the previous convictions and the subsequent ofiences 
treated as a whole and read out before assessors gave their opinions — Held that 
the accused had been prejudiced and convictions were set aside.) 

■(’83) 12 Cal L R 555 (555), Eristo Bcliari Dass v. Empress. 

{’ 35) Am 1935 Sind 115 (127, 128) : 29 Sind LR 121 : 36 Cr.L.J. 1310, Bhurasing 
v. Emperor. (Evidence as to previous conviction can neither be let in before the 
verdict, nor referred to by the Judge in his charge to the jury — Provisions in 
S. 54, Evidence Act, and Ss. 221 (7) and 310, Cr.P.C. compared by Ferrers, J. C.) 
[Sec also (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 14 (15) : 40 Cr.L.J. 833, Mosaheb Dome v. Emperor. 
(Fact of accused being a registered member of a criminal tribe under the Criminal 
Tribes Act should not be brought before jury till they have returned their verdict.)] 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 203 (205) : 40 Cr. L. J. 770 : ILR (1939) Ear 677, Ghous 
Bahhsli v. Emperor. (28 Cal 689, Followed.) 

Note 4 

1. (’90) 1890 All W N 12 (13), Empress v. Jhinguri. (Accused prejudiced — 
Conviction set aside.) 

■(’20) Am 1920 Pat 351 (353) : 22 Cr. L. J. 219 : 5 Pat L Jour 706, Telia Ahir v. 
Emperor. (Do ) 

■(’27) Am 1927 Lah 774 (774, 775) : 28 Cri L Jour 667, Eaju v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’01) 2 Weir 393‘(393), In re Clvundi Perugadu. (Do.) 

(’83) 13 Cal L R 110 (111), Bepin Bcliari Shaha v. Empress. (No prejudice — 
Conviction not set aside.) 

{’86) 1886 All W N 47 (47), Empress v. Sulclia. (Do.) 

[See (’39) Am 1939 Sind 203 (205) : 40 Cri L Jour 770 : 1 L R (1939) Ear 677, 
Ghous Bahhsh v. Emperor. (Accused held prejudiced and retrial ordered.)] 


Section 310 
Notes 3-6 


Section 311 
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Section 311 
Note 1 


previous conviction is relevant under the provisions 
of the Indian Evidence Act, 1872. 

This section was added as the last paragraph of S. 310 of the Code of 1882 
by Act III of 1891 and took the place of S. 311* of the Code of 1882, 
which was repealed by Act XII of 1891. 

4. Scope. • — The guilt of a person accused of an offence is to be 
established by proof of the facts and not by proof of bis character. 
A previous conviction may be proved to show the offender’s character. 
But such evidence might create a prejudice but not lead a step towards 
substantiation of guilt. Hence, S. 310 delays the proof of such previous 
conviction to a stage after the conviction, or the delivery of a verdict 
by the jury, or the recording of opinions of assessors, as the case may 
be. However, if the fact of the previous conviction is relevant under 
the provisions of the Evidence Act, the present section provides that 
the evidence of the same need not be delayed but may be given at the 
trial of the subsequent offence, notwithstanding S. 310. 

The relevancy of a previous conviction is to be determined by 
a reference to the sections of the Evidence Act. Such evidence is 
inadmissible save in a few, well-defined and exceptional circumstances . 1 
Under S. 51, Evidence Act, a previous conviction is relevant as evidence 
of bad character. "“But a previous conviction is not admissible in 
evidence against the accused unless evidence of good character be 
given by him, in which case the fact that the accused has been 
previously convicted of an offence is admissible as evidence of bad 
character. A previous conviction may also be relevant under S. 43 (see 
illustrations (e) and (f) ) and S. 8, Evidence Act, as showing motive. It is 
also relevant under S. 14, Evidence Act, when the existence of any state 
of mind such as intention, knowledge, etc., or existence of any state of 
body or bodily feeling is in issue or relevant (see illustration (b)). la 
For instance, where a person was charged with the offence of belonging 
to a gang of persons associated for purpose of habitually committing 
dacoity, it was held that the proof of a previous conviction was 


* Code of 1882 : S. 311. 

J. — List of jurors for High Court, and summoning jurors for that Court. 
(Repealed by Act XII of 1891.) 

311. In each Presidency-town, the jurors’ book for the year current when 
j . . , 7 . this Code comes into force shall be taken as containing a correct 

iroj s oo c. jist of persons liable to serve as jurors under this Chapter. 

Those persons whose names are entered in the jurors’ book as being liable to 
Ftp nnf'n of serve on s P C0 * a l juries only shall be deemed to be persons privi- 
• j ? Iff - leged and liable to serve only as special jurors under this chapter 
syeci j i i s. during the year for which the said list has been prepared. 

. Codes of 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


Section 311 — Note 1 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 198 (202) : 35 Cri L Jour 722, Parbati Dasi v. Emperor. 
(1864) 2 Bom H CRGrl25 (126), Beg v. Timmi. (It is improper to allow evidence 
of bad character against the accused when it is not in question.) 

la. (’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, p. 26 (30), W asir v. Empress. 
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admissible under S. 14 of the Evidence Act, having regard to the Section 311 
character of the offence attributed to the accused. 2 Note 1 

J. — List of J urors for High Court, and 
summoning Jurors for that Court. 

312.* The High Court may prescribe the Section 312 
Number of number of persons whose names shall be 
special jurors, entered at any one time in the special 
jurors’ list : * 

Provided that no definite number of Europeans 
or of Americans or of Indians shall be so prescribed. 

This section was substituted for the original section by the Criminal law 
Amendment Act, XII of 1923. 

4. High Court. — As to the meaning of the expression “High 
Court,” see section 266. 

2. “May prescribe the number.” — Under the section, as it 
stood before the amendment, it was provided that not more than four 
hundred, persons should, at any one time, he entered in the special 
jurors’ list. Under the present section, as amended by Act XII of 1923, 
the High Court is empowered to prescribe the number of special jurors. 

The proviso is intended to secure a list which should “include all 
persons qualified, to whatever nationality they may belong.” 

31 3.t (1. ) The Clerk of the Crown shall, before Section 313 

* Code of 1898, original S. 312. 

Number of SIS. The names of not more than four hundred persons 

special jurors, shall at any one time be entered in the special jurors’ list. 

1882 : S. 312; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

+ 1882 : S. 313; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

2. (’97) 1 Cal W N 146 (ISO), Empress v. Nab a Kumar Patnaik. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L. J . 539 (540) : 15 Ind Cas 811 (Bom), Emperor y. TuJcaravi Malhari. 

(S. 401, Penal Code.) " "" 

(’23):AIR 1923 Bom 71 (71, 72) : 46 Bom 958 : 24 Cr.L.J. 867, Emperor v. Eaji 
Sher Mahomed. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 97 (98) : 38 Cal 408 : 9 I. C. 555, Bonai v. Emperor. (OSence 
• under S. 401, Penal Code.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 589 (591) : 15 Cr. L. J. 43, Baharuddin Mandal y. Emperor. 

(Ss. 148, 365, 366, Penal Code.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 364 (365) ; 6 Ind Cas 492 (Lah), IV alia v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 545 (548) : 16 Cri L Jour 300 (302) : 1915 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, 

Hidayata v. Emperor. (Evidence of previous orders under S. 110, Criminal P. C., 
is also admissible.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 455 (459) : 32 Cri L Jour 162, Bachchu v. Emperor. (Where 
evidence 'of previous conviction can be considered only as evidence of character it 
must be excluded but -where such evidence is admissible aliunde, it should not 
be excluded.)- - • — - - 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 355 (358) : 9 Luck 22 : 35 Cri L Jour 273, Beni Madho v. 

Emperor. (Do.) 
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PUBLICATION OF LISTS 


Section 313 
Note 4 


Lists of common 
and special jurors. 


the first day of April in each year, and 
subject to such rules as the High Court 
from time to time prescribes, prepare — 

(a) a list of all persons liable to serve as common 
jurors; and 

(b) a list of persons liable to serve as special 

jurors only. 

(2 ) Regard shall be had, in the preparation of the 
latter list, to the property, character and education of 
the persons whose names are entered therein. 

(3) No person shall be entitled to have his name 
entered in the special jurors’ list merely because he 
may have been entered in the special jurors’ list for 
a previous year. 


(4) The Provincial Government may exempt any 
salaried servant of the Croton from serving as a juror 3 

(5 ) The Clerk of the Crown shall, subject to such 
Discretion of officer rules as aforesaid, have full dis- 

preparing lists. cretion to prepare the said list as 

seems to him to be proper, and there shall be no appeal 
from, or review of, his decision. 

a. The present sub-s.(4) was substituted by A. 0. for original sub-s.(4). 


Local Amendment 

BURMA 

Add after sub-s.(3) — 

“(8A) Members of either Chamber of the Legislature shall be exempt 
from serving as jurors.” — [Burma Act IV of 1937, 11-9-1937.] 


4. Clerk of the Grown. — For the definition, see s. i (l) (e). 
The preparation of the list of special jurors is entirely in the 
discretion of the Clerk of the Crown ; the Court will not interfere. 1 


e 

Section 315 3 1 A.* W Preliminary lists of persons liable 

. Publication of to serve as common jurors and as special 

and revised. jurors, respectively, signed by the Clerk 
of the Crown, shall be published once in the Official 
Gazette a before the fifteenth day of April next after 
their preparation. 

* 1882 : S. 314; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


Section 313 — Note 1 

1. {'11) 1 Ind Jur (N s) 106, In re Shamchand Hitter. 
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(2) Bevised lists of persons liable to serve as 
common jurors and special jurors, respectively, signed 
as aforesaid, shall be published once in the Official 
Gazette a before the first day of May next after their 
preparation. 

(3) Copies of the said lists shall be affixed to some 
conspicuous part of the court-house. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Official Gazette.” 


315.* (1) Out of the persons named in the 
Number of jurors revised lists aforesaid, there shall be 
to be summoned. summoned for each sessions in the 
town which is the usual place of sitting of each High 
Court, as many of those who are liable to serve on 
special or common juries respectively as the Clerk of 
the Crown considers necessary. 

(2) Ho person shall be so summoned more than 
once in six months unless the number cannot be made 
up without him. 

(3) If, during the continuance of any sessions, it 
Supplementary appears that the number of persons so 

summons. summoned is not sufficient, such number 

as may be necessary of other persons liable to serve as 
aforesaid shall be summoned for such sessions. 

1. Legislative changes. — r The -words, “in the town .... consi- 
ders necessary” in sub-s.(l) were substituted by Act xvm of 1923 for 
the words, “in each presidency-town .... on common juries.” 

2. “Shall be summoned.” — The procedure for the service of 
summons to be followed is the one laid down in s.68 and the following, 
sections, and no other mode adopted for such service is justifiable. 
Thus, the issue of summons by a registered letter is illegal and no fine 
can be imposed for non-attendance in pursuance of such summons. 1 
Where the summons was served by affixing a duplicate on the door of 


* Code of 1898 : Original S. 315, sub-ss. (2) and (3) were the same as above. 
Sub-section (1) was as follows : 

815. (1) Out of the persons named in the revised lists aforesaid, there shall 1 
be summoned for each session in each presidency-town at 
Number of jurors least twenty-seven of those who are liable to serve on 
to be summoned in special juries, and fifty-four of those who are liable to serve 
prcsidcncy-towns. on common juries. 

1882 : S. 315; 1872 and 1861— Nil. 

Section 315 — Note 2 

I. (’97) 1 Cal W N cxvi (cxvi), In re Sharat Chandra Ray, 


Section 315- 


Section 31R 
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Section 315 the dwelling bouse of the juror but the latter bad no knowledge thereof, 
Notes 2-3 as be was living away from his residence, it was held that he was not 
liable to fine for non-attendanee as the law did not contemplate the 
imposition of any obligation on persons on the jury list, either to notify 
their change of address, or to make any arrangement for the acceptance 
of the summons . 2 

3. Sub-section (3), — Sub-section (3) allows further persons to 
be summoned during the course of the High Court Sessions when the 
number summoned is insufficient . 1 

The sub-section does not apply to the choosing of a jury in a 
particular case where a deficiency of one or more members has appeared 
■ • within the meaning of Ss. 27G and 279 (2) and the trial has already 

begun . 2 


-Section 316 3 1 G.* Whenever a High Court has given notice 

Summoning jurors of its intention to hold sittings at 
sitting of High Courts, any place outside the tovrn which 
is the usual place of sitting of such High Court for the 
exercise of its original criminal jurisdiction, the Court 
of Session at such place shall, subject to any direction 
which may be given by the High Court, summon a 
sufficient number of jurors from its own list, in the 
manner hereinafter prescribed for summoning jurors 
to the Court of Session. 

33y the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XYIH of 1923, the 
words “Presidency Towns” were substituted by the words “town which 
is such High Court.” 


Section 317 317.1' ( 1 ) In addition to the persons so 

Military jurors, summoned as jurors, the said Court of 
Session shall, if it thinks needful, after communication 
with the Commanding Officer, cause to be summoned 
such number of commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers in Her Majesty’s Army or Air Force resident 
within ten miles of its place of sitting as the Court 
considers to be necessary to make up the juries required 

* 1882 : S. 316; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

f 1882 : S. 317; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


2. (’02) 6 Cal W N 887 (888), Moni Lai Boy v. Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shewaram Jcthanand v. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 209 (219, 220) : 41 Cri L Jour 28 : I L R (1940) Ear 249, 
Shewaram J ethanancl v. Emperor. 
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for the trial of persons charged with offences before 
the High Court as aforesaid. 

(2) All officers so summoned shall be liable to 
serve on such juries notwithstanding anything con- 
tained in this Code; but no such officer shall be 
summoned whom his Commanding Officer desires to 
have excused on the ground of urgent official duty, or 
for any other special official reason. 

1. Legislative changes. — The words, “or Air Force” were 
inserted in sub-s. (l) and the word, “official” was substituted for 
“military” in sub-s. (2) by the Bepealing and Amending Act X of 1927. 


3 1 8 .® Any person summoned under section 
Failure of jurors 315, section 316 or section 317, who, 
to attend. without lawful excuse, fails to attend 

as required by the summons, or who, having attended, 
departs without having obtained the permission of 
the Judge, or fails to attend after an adjournment of 
the Court after being ordered to attend, shall be 
deemed guilty of a contempt and be liable, by order 
of the Judge, to such fine as he thinks fit; and, in 
default of payment of such fine, to imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding six months in the civil jail until 
the fine is paid : 

Provided that the Court may in its discretion 
remit any fine or imprisonment so imposed. 

1. Legislative changes. 

Code of 1S98. — The words, “for a term not exceeding six 
months” and the proviso were newly added. 

2. Failure to attend — Effect of. — See Note 2 to Section 315. 


K. — List of J urors and Assessors for Court 
of Session, and summoning Jurors 
and Assessors for that Court. 

3 1 9.t All male persons between the ages of 
Liability to serve as twenty-one and sixty shall, except 
jurors or assessors. as next hereinafter mentioned, be 

liable to serve as jurors or assessors at any trial held 

* 1882 : S. 318; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

t 1882 ;S. 319; 1872 ; S. 404; 1861 : S. 333. 


Section 317 
. Note 1 ^ 


Section 318 


Section 319 


2Cr.ll3. 
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Section 319 
Notes 1-4 


Section 320 


within the district in which they reside, or, if the- 
Provincial Government / on consideration of local 
circumstances, has fixed any smaller area in this- 
behalf, within the area so fixed. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

1. Legislative changes, — The last twenty-three words beginning 
from “or, if the Local Government” were not found in the Code of 
1882 but -were newly added in the present Code. 

2. “5.11 male persons.” — It is contrary to the usage of the 
country and eminently undesirable that a gentleman of high position, . 
such as a hereditary Raja, should be placed on the list, or if placed 
on such list, should be summoned to serve as an assessor unless it • 
were known that he would be willing to act as such. 1 

3. “Liable to serve.” — The mere fact that a person’s name is • 
on the list does not render him liable to serve as an assessor unless he 
is liable under this section. Thus, a man may reside during the year 
in more than one district and his name might be entered in .the 
jurors’ or assessors’ list in each of such districts. But he would be 
subject to serve as a juror or assessor only if he is residing in the 
district in which the trial is held. A juror or assessor, who is absent . 
for a long time from his ordinary place of residence, will be regarded 
as non-resident in that place and •will be exempt from liability to serve • 
as a juror or assessor under this section. 1 

4. Within the district. — Where the Sessions Judge of Kanara 

asked the High Court for special permission to hold his Court at Sirsi 
instead of at Karwar, the High Court declined to permit it as no • 
assessors were available for the sessions at Sirsi which was outside . 
the area fixed. 1 • 

320.* The following persons are exempt from 
Exemptions, liability to serve as jurors or assessors, 
namely : — 

(a ) officers in civil employ superior in rank to - 

a District Magistrate ; 

( aa) members of any Legislature in British » 
India a ; 

(b) salaried Judges ; 

( c) Commissioners and Collectors of Kevenue 
or Customs ; 

* 1882 : S. 320; 1872 : S. 406; 1861 : S. 335. 

Section 319 — Note 2 

1. (’97) 1897 All W N 167 (167), In the matter of Bhup Indar Bahadur Singh, 

Note 3 

1. (’31) Affi 1931 Pat 160 (160): 32 Cr.L. J. 740, Md. Ejaz Hussan Khan v. Emperor, 

Note 4 

1. (’86) 1886 Eat 304 (304). 
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(d) police-officers and persons engaged in the 
Preventive Service in the Customs Depart- 
ment ; 

(ej persons engaged in the collection of the 
revenue whom the Collector t hink s fit to 
exempt on the ground of official duty ; 

(f) persons actually officiating as priests or 
ministers of their respective religions ; 

(V,) persons in Her Majesty’s Army, Navy b or 
Air Force, except when, hy any law in 
force for the time being, they are specially 
made liable to serve as jurors or assessors ; 

(h ) surgeons and others who openly and con- 
stantly practise the medical profession; 

(i ) legal practitioners (as defined by the Legal 

Practitioners’ Act, 1879), in actual practice; 

(j ) persons employed in the Post-Office and 
Telegraph Departments ; 

(k) persons exempted from personal appearance 
in Court under the provisions of the Code 
of Civil Procedure, sections 610 and 641;° 

(l ) other persons exempted by the Provincial 

Government d from liability to serve as 
jurors or assessors. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for original clause (aa) -which was inserted by the 

Legislative Members Exemption Act, XXIH of 1925. 

b. Inserted by the Amending Act XXXV of 1934. 

c. See Code of Civil Procedure V of 1908, Ss. 132 and 133. 

d. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

1. Legislative changes. 

Code of 1898 — 

(1) The -words ‘salaried’ in clause (b), “Police Officers and” in clause (d) 
and the whole clause (i) were not found in the Code of 1882, but 
have been added in this Code. 

(2) The words “or Air Force” were added in clause (g) by the Repealing 
and Amending Act X of 1927. 

2. Scope Of the section.— Under this section, cases of exemption 
are dealt with, while S. 278 deals with cases of disqualification. Thus, 
the Code makes a clear distinction between exemption and disqualifi- 
cation. The persons enumerated in -this section, though they are 
capable, are not liable to serve as jurors or assessors (see S. 82l). This 
right to exemption has, however, to be claimed and established (S. 324). 
Where the proper number of Europeans and Americans cannot other- 


Section 320 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 320 
Notes 2-3 


Section 321 


Section 322 


wise be obtained, even the exempted persons may, under tbe proviso 
to S. 326, sub-s.(3), be summoned to try Europeans and Americans. 

3. Persons exempted under Civil Procedure Code — Cl. (k). 

— Sections G40 and GAL of the Civil Procedure Code of 18S2 are now 
Ss. 132 and 133 of tbe present Civil Procedure Code of 190S. Under tbe 
former section women, wbo, according to tbe customs and manners 
of tbe country, ought not to be compelled to appear in public, are 
exempt from personal appearance in Court. Under tbe latter section, 
tbe Provincial Government may, by notification in tbe Official Gazette, 
exempt from personal appearance in Court any person whose rank 
entitles him to tbe privilege of exemption, tbe names and residences 
of such persons being forwarded to tbe High Court. 


32. 1 .* (1 ) The Sessions Judge, and the Collector 
List of jurors of the district or such other officer as the 
and assessors. Provincial Government a appoints in this 
hehalf, shall prepare and make out in alphabetical 
order a list of persons liable to serve as jurors or 
assessors and qualified in the judgment of the Sessions 
Judge and Collector or other officer as aforesaid to 
serve as such, and not likely to be successfully objected 
to under section 278, clauses (b) to (7 ? ), both inclusive. 

(2) The list shall contain the name, place of abode 
and quality or business of every such person ; and, if 
the person is an European or an American, the list 
shall mention the race to which he belongs. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.’’ 

1. Preparation of list of persons liable to serve as jurors 
or assessors. — It is undesirable that a gentleman of a high position, 
such as a hereditary Baja should be placed on tbe list of jurors or 
assessors . 1 

322.1' Copies of such list shall be stuck up in 
Publication of list, the office of the Collector or other 
officer as aforesaid, and in the court-houses of the 
District Magistrate and of the District Court, and 
extracts therefrom in some conspicuous place in the 
town or towns in or near which the persons named 
in the extract reside. 

* 1882 : S. 321; 1872 : S. 400; 1861 : S. 329. * 
f 1882 : S. 322; 1872 ; S. 401; 1861 : S. 330. 

Section 321 — Note 1 

1. ’97) 1897 All W N 1G7 (167), In the matter of Blimp Indar Bahadur Singh, ■ 
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323 .* To every such copy or extract shall he 
Objections to list, subjoined a notice stating that objec- 
tions to the list will be heard and determined by the 
Sessions Judge and Collector or other officer as afore- 
said, at the sessions court-house, and at a time to be 
mentioned in the notice. 


324.1 (1) hor the hearing of such objections 
Revision of list, the Sessions Judge shall sit with the 
Collector or other officer as aforesaid and shall, at the 
time and place mentioned in the notice, revise the list 
and hear the objections (if any) of persons interested 
in the amendment thereof, and shall strike out the 
name of any person not suitable in their judgment 
to serve as a juror, or as an assessor, or who may 
establish his right to any exemption from service 
given by section 320 and insert the name of any person 
omitted from the list whom they deem qualified for 
such service. 

(2) In the event of a difference of opinion between 
the Sessions Judge and the Collector or other officer 
as aforesaid, the name of the proposed juror or assessor 
shall be omitted from'the list. 

(3) A copy of the revised list shall be signed by 
the Sessions Judge and Collector or other officer as 
aforesaid and sent to the Court of Session. 

(4 ) Any order of the Sessions Judge and Collector 
or other officer as aforesaid in preparing and revising 
the list shall be final. 

(5 ) Any exemption not claimed under this section 
shall be deemed to be waived until the list is next 
revised. 

Annual revision (6) The list so prepared and revised 
of list - shall be again revised once in every year. 

(7 ) The list so revised shall . be deemed a new 
list and shall be subject to all the rules hereinbefore 
contained as .to the list originally prepared. 


Section 323 


Section 32$ 


* 1882 :S. 323; 1872 ; S. 401, para. 2; 1861 : S. 330. 

i 1882 ; Ss. 324, 325; 1872 : Ss. 402, 403; 1861 : Ss. 331, 332. 
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Section 824 1. Annual revision of the list — Sub-section (6). — The list 

Note 1 of jurors or assessors can be revised only once a year . 1 


Section 325 325.* In the case of any district for -which the 

Preparation of list Provincial Government* has declared 
of special jurors. that the trial of certain offences shall, 

if the Judge so direct, he by special jury, the Sessions 
Judge and the Collector of such district or other officer 
as aforesaid shall prepare, in addition to the revised 
list hereinbefore prescribed, a special list containing 
the names of such jurors as are borne on the revised 
list and are, in the opinion of such Sessions Judge and 
Collector or other officer as aforesaid, by reason of 
their possessing superior qualifications in respect of 
property, character or education, fit persons to serve as 
special jurors : Provided always that the inclusion of 
the name of any person in such special list shall not 
involve the removal of his name from the revised list 
nor relieve him of liability to serve as an ordinary 
juror in cases not tried by special jury. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 


Section 326 326.1 (X) The Sessions Judge shall ordinarily, 

■ ;i District Magistrate seven days at least before the day 
assessors. which he may from time to time 

fix for holding the sessions, send a letter to the District 
Magistrate requesting him to summon as many persons 
named in the said revised list or the said special list as 
seem to the Sessions Judge to he needed for trials by 
jury and trials with the aid of assessors at the said 
sessions, the number to he summoned not being less 
than double the number required for any such trial and 
including, where any accused person is an European or 
an American, as many Europeans or Americans as 
may he required for the purpose of choosing jurors or 
assessors for the trial. 

* 1882 : S. 325A; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 
f 1882 : S. 326; 1872 : S. 407; 1861 ; S. 336. 

Section 324 — Note 1 
1. (’86) 1886 Rat 304 (304). 
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(2) The names of the persons to he summoned 
-shall be drawn by lot in open Court, excluding those 
who have served within six months unless the number 
•cannot be made up without them; and the names so 
drawn shall be specified in the said letter. 

(3 ) Where the accused requires and is entitled to 
be tried under the provisions of section 275, there 
shall be chosen by lot, in the manner prescribed by or 
under section 276, from the whole number of persons 
returned the jurors who are to constitute the jury 
until a jury containing the proper number of 
Europeans or Europeans and Americans or of Indians, 
-as the case may be, has been obtained : 

Provided that, in any case in which the proper 
.number of Europeans or Americans cannot otherwise 
be obtained, the Court may, in its discretion for the 
■purpose of constituting the jury, summon any person 
excluded from the list on the ground of his being 
exempted under section 320. 

(4) Where, under the proviso to sub-section (3), 
the Court proposes to summon as a juror any person 
in His Majesty’s Army, the provisions of section 317 
shall apply in like manner as they apply for the 
purpose of the summoning of military jurors for a 
■■trial under section 316. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

'2. Scope and object of the section. 

"3. Letter to be sent only by the 
Sessions Judge. 


4. Assessor not summoned if can 

be chosen by the Sessions Judge 
to make up deficiency. 

5. Names of persons to be drawn 

by lot. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 

-All jurors available for all trials though Non-compliance— Effect. See Note 2. 

double the number needed is to be 

summoned. See Note 2. Normal procedure to summon for first 

Form of precept. See Schedule V, Form day of sessions. See Note 2. 

No- 32. Object of lots. See Note 5. 

Murder case — Summoning less than 18 . , .. , 

Illen-ality See Note 0 Section not mandatory. See Note 2. 


1. Legislative changes. 

There was no material difference between the corresponding 
sections of the Codes of 1861 and 1872. 

Difference between the Codes of 1872 and 1882 — 

The words “the Sessions Judge” and “for any such trial” were 
substituted respectively for the words ‘the Court’ and “for any 


Section 826 
Note 1 
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Section 326 
Notes 1-2 


ease about to be tried at such sessions,” which occurred in the 
corresponding section of the Code of 1872. 

Changes introduced in the Code of 1898 — 

The words ‘seven days’ w 7 ere substituted for ‘three days’ and the 
words “or the said special list” w T ere added after the words 
“revised list.” 

Changes made in 1928 — 

The words “and including for the trial” at the end of 

sub-s. (l) were inserted and sub-ss. (3) and (4) were added by the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act, xn of 1923. 

2. Scope and object of the section. — This section fixes the 
minimum number of jurors and assessors to be summoned by the 
Sessions Judge for trials in a session. The normal procedure contem- 
plated is that all jurors or assessors should be summoned on the first 
day on which a criminal session commences, whatever may be the. 
number of trials it may be proposed to hold in the course of that 
session. 1 

The total number of jurors or assessors so summoned are intended 
to be available for all the trials, though, in order to fix a minimum, it 
has been provided that the Judge is to summon at least double the 
number of jurors or assessors required for any particular trial to be 
held in the course of the session. 2 

The object of the section in summoning a number of jurors or 
assessors is two-fold : firstly , to ensure that there is no reason for 
suspicion that any of the jurors or. assessors sitting on a particular 
trial has been planted on the Court by any person interested in the- 
success or failure of the prosecution, 3 and secondly, to leave a margin 
for those cases where any particular juror or jurors may claim exemption 
from being empanelled on the ground of ill-health or some other reason. 4 

The section is not, however, mandatory Although the section 
deals w’ith the summoning of jurors for a particular session and has 
really no concern with individual cases at all, 0 the use of the word 
‘ordinarily’ shows that it is neither illegal nor irregular to summon 
jurors or assessors only for a particular trial and not for the whole 


Section 326 — Note 2 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 152 (153, 154) : 10 Pat 107 : 32 Cri L Jour 797, Behari 

Mahton v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (944, 945) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cr.L.J.668, Lala x. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 All 54 (55, 56) : 17 Cri L Jour 17 (18), Cliutta x. Emperor. 

2. (’31) AIR. 1931 Pat 152 (153) : 10 Pat 107 : 32 Or. L. J. 797, Bihari Mahton 
v. Emperor. 

.3. (’16) AIR 1916 All 54 (55, 56) : 17 Cri L Jour 17 (17), Ghutta x. Emperor. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 152 (153) : 10 Pat 107 : 32 Cr. L. J. 797, Behari Mahton 
v. Emperor. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 60 (62) : 39 Cri L Jour 302, Bam Babn Jadav x. Emperor. 
(One assessor absent on day of trial — Person present in Court and whose name 
appeared in list summoned and chosen as assessor — Trial is not contrary to law.). 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (944) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cri L Jour 668, Lala x. Emperor. 

6. (’36) 40 C W N 1411 (1412), FuktaBibix. Emperor. (Objection to juror during, 
trial — Discharge of jury — Selection of another jury — S, 326 has no application.) 
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of the session or to summon less than eighteen persons for a murder 
trial so long as the Judge takes care to have summoned a sufficient 
number of persons to enable him to choose the requisite number of 
jurors or assessors from among them in the manner provided by lav . 7 
In Emperor v. Ermanali , 8 fourteen persons were summoned to act as 
jurors in a murder case. Nine of them appeared and were chosen by 
lot. It was held that the trial was not bad. “It is no part of the 
intention of the Legislature,” said Rankin, G. J., “to have a large area 
of selection in the persons attending upon summons on the theory 
that the larger the number of effective names in the ballot, the greater 
the chance that the persons chosen will make good jurors.” 

Where, however, in a murder trial, less than eighteen persons are 
summoned and less than nine are chosen out of them, it cannot be 
said that it was impracticable to get the requisite number, namely 
nine and consequently the jury is not a validly constituted one. See 
Note 4 to section 274. 

3. Letter to he sent only by the Sessions Judge. — The 

duty of issuing a letter or precept imposed on the Sessions J udga by 
this section cannot legally be performed by a subordinate Judge in 
temporary charge of the current duties of the Court of Session . 1 

Assessor not summoned if ean he chosen by the Sessions 
Judge to make up deficiency. — In the case of deficiency of 
jurors summoned, or where a juror is objected to and the objection 
is allowed, the deficiency can be made up by choosing from persons 
present in Court (see S;276, second proviso and S.279). There is no 
such provision applicable to. the case of assessors. The Sessions Judge 
has, therefore, no power to select any one to act as an assessor who 
has not been summoned under this section . 1 Thus, where the Sessions 
Judge had requested the District Magistrate to summon five persons 
to attend as assessors but only one of these persons was present, 
whereupon the Nazir of the Court was directed by the Judge to act as 
an assessor, it was held that as the Nazir was neither a person on the 
list of assessors nor summoned to act as an assessor, the trial was 
illegal . 2 But, where out of the assessors summoned only three were 
present at the date of the trial and the Sessions Judge caused a 
summons to be served on a gentleman who w T as present in the Court 

7. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 152 (154) : 10 Pat 107 ; 32 Cr.L.J. 797, Beliari Mahton v. 
Emperor. 

8. (’30) AIR 1930 Gal 212 (213, 214, 215, 216) : 57 Cal 1228 : 31 Cri L Jour 536 
(FB). (Overruling 31 Cri L Jour 426.) 

Note 3 

1. (’80) 1880 Rat 148 (148). 

' Note 4 

1. (’94) 1894 All W N 207 (207), Empress v. Badri. 

[See however (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 352 (357) : 39 Cr. L. J. 725, Emperor v. Bam - 
sidh Bai. (Omission to follow the provisions strictly is only an irregularity — 
Held, in the particular case no prejudice to accused was caused as the assessor 
who was not summoned, gave his opinion in favour of the accused.)] 

See also S. 284 Note 5. 

2. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 724 (724, 725) : 13 Oudh Cas 337 : 8 I. C. 874, Ehubsingh v. 
Emperor. 


Section 326 
Notes 2-4 



1802 POWER TO SUMMON ANOTHER SET OF JURORS 


Section 326 
Notes 4-5 


-Section 327 


Section 328 


and whose name was in the list of persons qualified to serve as assessors 
and chose him as an assessor, it was held that the trial was not illegal . 3 

5. Names of persons to be drawn by lot. — An accused person 
has a right to claim to be tried, whether by a jury or with the aid of 
assessors, chosen with strict regard to all the safeguards provided in 
the Code to secure perfect impartiality , 1 the object in view being to 
secure an impartial trial by rendering impossible any intentional 
selection of jurors or assessors to try a particular case . 2 Thus, in the 
interests alike of the jury or the assessors arid the prisoner, it is 
desirable that the persons, who are in fact to serve as jurors or 
assessors, should not be selected by the conscious choice of any one, 
whether it be tbe District Magistrate, the Judge or any other person . 3 


327 .* The Court of Session may direct jurors 
Powers to summon or assessors to he summoned at other 

another set of jurors . , . , , . 

or assessors. periods than the period specified m 

section 326, when the number of trials before the Court 
renders the attendance of one set of jurors or assessors 
for a whole session oppressive or whenever for other 
reasons such direction is found to be necessary. 


328.t Every summons to a juror or assessor 
Form and contents shall be in writing, and shall require 
of summons. his attendance as a juror or assessor, 

as the case may be, at a time and place to be therein 
specified. 


* 1882 : S. 327; 1872 : S. 410; 1861 ; S. 338. 

t 1882 : S. 328; 1872 : S. 409, para. 1; 1861 : S. 337. 


3. (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 60 (62) : 39 Or. L. J. 302, Ram Babu Jadav v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 1938 Pat 352 (354) :39Cr. L. J. 725, Emperor v. RamsidhRai. (Requisite 
number of assessors summoned but only three present — Person included in list 
of assessors and jurors but not summoned for any case on that date, asked to 
serve — Trial is not illegal — Requisitioning services of gentleman whose name is 
in the assessors list amounts to summoning him. AIR 1938 Pat 60, Followed.) 

Note 5 

1. (’02) 7 Cal W N 188 (192), Brojcndra Lai SirJcar v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 593 (595) : 28 Or. L. J. 615 : 54 Cal 1026, Rahamat Sheikh v. 
Emperor. 

2. (’02) 7 Cal W N 188 (192), Brojcndra Lai Sirkar v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 787 (790) : 28 Cr. L. J. 889, Boson ali v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 83 (85) : 55 Cal 371 : 29 Cr. L. J. 437 (FB), Eedarnatli Mahto 
■v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 941 (944) : 56 All 210 : 35 Cr. L. J. 668, Lala v. Emperor. 

See also S. 276 Note 2 and S. 279 Note 2. 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 212 (215) : 57 Cal 1228 : 31 Cr. L. J/536 (FB), Emperor v. 
Ermanali. 

(’94) 1894 All W N 207 (207), Empress v. Badri. 
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1. Summons to juror or assessor. — Forms of summons given 
in Schedule V, Nos. 32 and S3, are to be used under this section. Service 
of summons is to he effected in the manner provided by s. G3 and the 
sections following it. 

329 .* When any person summoned, to serve as 
when Crown or Railway a juror or assessor is in the 

servant may be excused. Service Of the Cl'0101 i a Or of a 

Railway Company, the Court to serve in which he is 
so summoned may excuse his attendance if it appears 
on the representation of the head of the office in which 
he is employed that he cannot serve as a juror or 
assessor, as the case may he, without inconvenience to 
the public. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Government.” 


330 . 1 ' (i) The Court of Session may for 
Court may excuse reasonable cause excuse any juror or 
or as^ssor. ° f iur ° r assessor from attendance at any 
particular session. 

(2) The Court of Session may, if it shall think fit, 
Court may relieve at the conclusion of any trial by 
special jurors from special jury, direct that the jurors 
as jurors for twelve -vrho have served on such jury shall 
months. not he summoned to serve again as 

jurors for a period of twelve months. 

Sub-section (2) corresponds with section 330A of the Code of 1882, which 
was added to it by Act XIII of 1896. 


33 1 .t (l) At each session the said Court shall 
List of jurors and cause to he made a list of the names 
assessors attending. 0 f those who have attended as jurors 
and assessors at such session. 

(2) Such list shall be kept with the list of the 
jurors and assessors as revised under section 324. 

(3) A reference shall be made in the margin of 
the said revised list to each of the names which are 
mentioned in the list prepared under this section. ... 


* 1882 : S. 329; 1872 : S. 411; 1861 : S. 339. 
+ 1882 : S. 330; 1872 ; S. 412; 1861 ; S. 340. 
} 1882 : S. 331; 1872 ; S. 413; 1861 ; S. 341. 


Section 328 
Note 1 


Section 329' 


Section 330 


Section 331 
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Section 332 


332 .* (1) Any person summoned to attend as 
Penalty for non- a juror or as an assessor who without 
or assessor. lawful excuse, fails to attend as 

required by summons, or who, baying attended* 
departs without having obtained the permission of the 
Court, or fails to attend after an adjournment of the 
Court, after being ordered to attend, shall be liable by 
order of the Court of Session to a fine not exceeding 
one hundred rupees. 

(2) Such fine shall be levied by the District 
Magistrate by attachment and sale of any moveable 
property belonging to such juror or assessor within the 
local limits of the jurisdiction of the Court making 
the order. 

(3) For good cause shown, the Court may remit 
or reduce any fine so imposed. 

(4) In default of recovery of the fine .by attach- 
ment and sale, such juror or assessor may, by order of 
the Court of Session, be imprisoned in the civil jail for 
the term of fifteen days, unless such fine is paid before 
the end of the said term. 

1. .Legislative changes (omitted) 

2. Failure to attend — Effect of. — See Note 2 to section 315. 

If an assessor lias been absent for a long time from district A and 

bas gone to reside in district B, so that be may be said to have almost 
ceased to be a resident of district A, be is not liable to serve as an 
assessor in that district under S. 319. Consequently, be cannot be fined 
under this section for non-attendance as an assessor in obedience to a 
summons served in district A, of which be bad no notice . 1 

3. “Shall be liable .... to a fine.” — The order of a Sessions 
Judge fining an assessor is not open to appeal . 1 

5. “For good cause shown.” — The fact that an assessor was- 
ill on the day on which be was summoned to act as such and that be 
bad produced a medical certificate to that effect would be a good cause 
under this section . 1 


* 1882 : S. 332; 1872 : S. 414; 1861 : S. 354. 


Section 332 — Note 2 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 160 (160): 32 Or.L. J. 740, Md. E jas Hussain Khan v. Emperor ► 

Note 3 

1. (’67) 8 Sutk W R Cr 83 (83), In re Gour Surun Dass. 

Note 4 

1. Sec {'61) 8 Suth W R Cr 83 (83), In re Gour Surun Dass. 



advocate-general's power to stay prosecution ISO-5 

L. — Special Provisions for High Courts. 

333 .* At any stage of any trial before a High Section 333 
power of Advo- Court under this Code, before the 

cate-General to , it , 

stay prosecution* T6bllI*Il 01 bllG VGrcllCTjj tllG .A-ClV0CcLtj6“ 

General may, if be thinks fit, inform the Court on 
behalf of Her Majesty that he will not further prose- 
cute the defendant upon the charge; and thereupon 
all proceedings on such charge against the defendant 
shall be stayed, and he shall be discharged of and from 
the same. But such discharge shall not amount to an 
acquittal unless the presiding Judge otherwise directs. 

4. Scope of the section, — The power given to the Advocate- 
General under this section is the power of entering a nolle prosequi, 
which is an entry on the record, of a statement that the prosecutor 
will proceed no further in his action. The power does not depend on 
the consent of the Court, which a Public Prosecutor has to obtain 
when acting under section 494. Entering a nolle prosequi is one of 
the rights and privileges, which an Advocate-General has by virtue of 
his appointment. 1 

2. The Adyocate-General may not further prosecute. — A 

nolle prosequi is entered where any improper and vexatious attempts 
are made to oppress the defendant, as by repeatedly preferring defective 
indictments for the same supposed offence, or where it is clear that 
an indictment is not sustainable against the defendant, 1 or questions 
•of difficulty arise as to the jurisdiction of the Court. la Thus, where, 
after a trial had commenced before R and a jury, R retired under 
-S. 556 of the Code and was succeeded by s, and it was objected that s 
■and the jury had no jurisdiction, the Advocate-General was allowed 
do enter a nolle prosequi . 2 Similarly, where the jury gave a verdict 
in a case, before the case for the defence was heard, the Advocate- 
General entered a nolle prosequi and the accused was discharged. 3 

3. An order of discharge is no bar to fresh proceedings. — 

An order of discharge under this section is no bar to fresh proceedings 
being taken before a competent Magistrate upon complaint, or upon a 
police-report, or under S.190 (l) (c). 1 The same proceeding, however, in 


* 1882 :S. 333; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


Section 333 — Note 1 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 699 (703) ; 60 Cal 233 : 34 Cr. L. J. 433, Giribala Dasi v. 
llader.Gcizi. (Per Mukerji, J.) 

Note 2 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 607 (612): 59 Cal 275: 33 Cr.L.J. 3, Slier Singh v.Jitendranath. 
la. (’04) 8 Cal W N xlviii (xlviii), Emperor v. Jotindranath Gui. 

2. (’98) 2 Cal TV N 481 (481, 482, 483), Empress v. Khagendranath Banerjee. 

3. (’03) 7 Cal TV N xxxi (xxxi), Emperor v. Olu Mahomed. 

Note 3 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 488 (488) : 40 Cal 71 : 15 1. C. 488, Emperor v. Sheikh Idoo. 
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Section 333 
Note 3 


Section 335 


Section 336 


which nolle prosequi was entered, cannot be renewed. Thus, where 
A and B were indicted before the Court, B being at that time an 
absconder, and A was discharged under this section on the Advocate- 
General entering nolle prosequi against him, and subsequently when 
B was apprehended, the same proceeding was sought to be continued 
against both A and B, it was held that this could not be done. 2 


334 .* For the exercise of its original criminal 
Time of holding jurisdiction, every High Court shall 
sittings. hold sittings on such days and at such 

convenient intervals as the Chief Justice of such 
Court from time to time appoints. 


335 . 1 * W The High Court shall hold its 
place of holding sittings at the place at which it now 
sittings. holds them, or at such other place 

(if any) as the Provincial Government ? may direct. 

(2) But it may, from time to time, b with the 
consent of the Provincial Government , c hold sittings 
at such other places within the local limits of its 
appellate jurisdiction as the High Court appoints. 

(3) Such officer as the Chief Justice directs shall 
Notice of sittings, give notice beforehand in the Official 

Gazette , d of all sittings intended to be held for the 
exercise of the original criminal jurisdiction of the 
High Court. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Governor-General in Council in tbe case of the 

High Court nt Fort William or the Local Government in the case of 
the other High Courts.” 

b. The words “in the case of the High Court at Fort William with the 

consent of the Governor-General in Council, and in all other cases” 
were repealed by the A. 0. 

c. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

d. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Official Gazette.” 


* 1882 : S. 334; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

•1 1882 : S. 335; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 902 (903) ; 52 Cal 590 ; 26 Cri L Jour 1397, Emperor v.. 
Jitendranath Bose. (40 Cal 71 not referred to.) 
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336 .* (Place of trial of European British 
subjects.) Repealed by section 20 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act, XII of 1923. 


CHAPTER 5XIY. 

General Provisions as to Inquiries and Trials. 

337 . 1 * (I) the case of any offence triable 
Tender of pardon exclusively by the High Court or Court 
to accomplice. 0 f Session, or any offence punishable 
■with imprisonment which may extend to ten years, 
or any offence punishable under section 211 of the 
Indian Penal Code with imprisonment which may 
extend to seven years, or any offence under any of the 
following sections of the Indian Penal Code, namely, 
sections 216A, 369, 401, 435 and 477A, the District 
Magistrate, a Presidency Magistrate, a Sub-divisional 
Magistrate or any Magistrate of the first class may, 
at any stage of the investigation or inquiry into, or 
the trial of the offence, with a view to obtaining the 
evidence, of any person supposed to have been directly 


* Code of- 1898, repealed S. 336. 

S36. The High Court may direct that all European British subjects and 
persons liable to be tried by it under S. 214, who have been committed for trial by 
it within certain specified districts or during certain specified periods of the year, 
shall be tried at the ordinary place of sitting of the Court, or direct that they 
shall be tried at a particular place named. 

1882 : S. 336; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


f Code of 1898, original S. 337. 

337. (1) In the case of any oSence triable exclusively by the Court of Session; 

'7V»/7/>r nf vinrJm, or Hi S h Court, the District Magistrate, a Presidency 
. n mmnVilA Magistrate, any Magistrate of the first class inquiring into- 

c * ' the offence, or, with the sanction of the District Magistrate, 

any other Magistrate, may, with the view of obtaining the evidence of any person 
supposed to have been directly or indirectly concerned in, Or privy to, the offence- 
under inquiry, tender a pardon to such person on condition of his making a full 
and true disclosure of the whole of the circumstances within his knowledge- 
relative to such offence, and to every other person concerned, whether as principal 
or abettor, in the commission thereof. 

(2) Every person accepting a tender under this section shall be examined as- 
a witness in the case. 

(3) Such person, if not on bail, shall be detained in custody until the 
termination of the trial by the Court of Session or High Court, as the case may be. 

(4) Every Magistrate, other than a Presidency Magistrate, who tenders a 
pardon under this section, shall record his reasons for so doing; and when any 
Magistrate has made such tender and examined the person to whom it has been 
made, he shall not try the case himself, although the offence which the accused 
appears to have committed may be triable by such Magistrate. 

1882 :S. 337; 1872 : S. 347; 1861 ; S. 209. 


Section 33 6 - 


Section 337.' 
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Section 337 


or indirectly concerned in or privy to the offence, 
tender a pardon to such person on condition of his 
making a full and true disclosure of the whole of the 
circumstances within his knowledge relative to the 
offence and to every other person concerned, whether 
as principal or abettor, in the commission thereof : 

Provided that, where the offence is under inquiry 
or trial, no Magistrate of the first class other than the 
District Magistrate shall exercise the power hereby 
conferred unless he is the Magistrate making the 
inquiry or holding the trial, and, where the offence is 
under investigation, no such Magistrate shall exercise 
the said power unless he is a Magistrate having juris- 
diction in a place where the offence might be inquired 
into or tried and the sanction of the District Magis- 
trate has been obtained to the exercise thereof. 

(1A) Every Magistrate who tenders a pardon 
under sub-section (1) shall record his reasons for so 
doing, and shall, on application made by the accused, 
furnish him with a copy of such record : 

Provided that the accused shall pay for the same 
unless the Magistrate for some special reason thinks 
fit to furnish it free of cost. 

(2) Every person accepting a tender under this 
section shall be examined as a witness in the Court of 
the Magistrate taking cognizance of the offence and 
in the subsequent trial, if any. 

(2 A ) In every case where a person has accepted 
a tender of pardon and has been examined under 
sub-section (2), the Magistrate before whom the pro- 
ceedings are pending shall, if he is satisfied that there 
are reasonable grounds for believing that the accused 
is guilty of an offence, commit him for trial to the 
Court of Session or High Court, as the case may be. 

(3) Such person, unless he is already on bail, 
shall be detained in custody until the termination of 
the trial. 

(4) Repealed ly the Code of Criminal Procedure 
( Amendment ) Act, XV III of 1923. 

Sub-sections (1) and (1A) were substituted for the original sub-s.(l); sub-s.(2A) 
was inserted and sub-s.(4) was omitted; the words “the Court of the Magistrate 
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taking cognizance of the offence and in the subsequent trial, if any” in sub-s.(2) 
■were substituted for the words “the case”; the words “unless he is already on 
bail” in sub-s.(3) were substituted for the words “if not on bail,” and the words 
“by the Court of Session or High Court as the case may be” at the end of 
sub-s.(3) were omitted by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act,XYIII 
of 1923. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and object of the section. 

3. Who can tender a pardon. 

4. Power of Provincial Government 

to tender conditional pardon. 

5. Offences in respect of which 

pardon may be tendered. 

6. Effect of tendering pardon in 

other cases. 

7. Stage at which pardon can be 

tendered. 

8. “ Supposed to have been directly 

. or indirectly concerned in, or 

privy to, the offence.” 

9. Condition of pardon. 

10. Procedure in tendering pardon. 

Other Topics 

Accessories after the fact. See Note 17. 
Accomplice and spy. See Note 8. 
Accused’s conduct as corroboration. See 
Note 17. 

Addition of other offences— Immaterial. 
See Note S. 

Bail by superior Courts. See Note 19. 
Blood in accused’s house and his nails 
— Corroboration. See Note 17. 
Circumstantial evidence. See Note 17. 
Confession of accused is corroboration. 
See Note 17. 

Confessions of co-accused. See Note 17. 
Corroboration by evidence of others 
taken prior to pardon. See Note 17. 
•Corroboration of accomplice’s evidence. 
See Note 17. 

Custody — Judicial and not police. See 
Note 19. 

Delegation not permissible. See Note 3. 
District Magistrate pardoning — Com- 
petent to try. See Note 18. 

Effect of invalid pardon. See Notes 3 
and 6. 

Entry of nolle prosequi and subsequent 
evidence. See Note 2. 

Examination after forfeiture of pardon. 
See Note 16. 

Explicable circumstances — No corrobo- 
ration. See Note 17. 

Evidence of a spy. See Note 17. 

Evidence of tutored son of accomplice 
■ not corroborated. See Note 17. 

■Hearsay evidence inadmissible even for 
• corroboration. See Note 17. 

Illegal conditions pf pardon. See Note 9. 


11. Recording reasons for tendering 

pardon. 

12. Accepting pardon. 

13. Disclosure, whether should be 

recorded at the time of the 
tender of pardon. 

14. Effect of pardon. 

15. Forfeiture of pardon. See S. 339. 

16. Examination of approver as 

witness — Sub-section (2). 

17. Evidence of an accomplice 

Credibility of. 

18. Commitment of accused. 

19. Detention of approver in custody 

— Sub-section (3). 

(miscellaneous) 

Informal statements at tender of pardon. 

See Notes 10 and 13, 

Motive or animosities — Not corrobora- 
tion. See Note 17. 

No pardon to principal offender. See 
Note 2. 

Non-explanation of suspicious circum- 
stances — Not corroboration. See 
Note 17. 

Omission to record reasons for pardon. 
See Note 11. 

Oral sanction — Only irregularity. See 
Note 3. 

Pardon accepted or refused — Procedure. 
See Note 10. 

Persons bribing for release of wrongfully 
confined persons — Not accomplices. 
See Note 17. 

Person helping disposal of murdered 
body — No accomplice. See Note 17. 

Presence of accused before occurrence 

No corroboration. See Note 17. 

'Prior statements of accomplice. See 
Note 17. 

Production of stolen property from place 
not in accused’s possession — No corro- 
boration. See Note 17. 

Section no bar to trial under Ordinances 
— Commitment not needed. See Note 18. 
Statements of other accomplices. See 
Notes 17 and 8. 

Strict compliance with section. See 
Note 2. 

Suspicion — No corroboration. See 
Note 17. 

Witnesses and not partakers — Not 
. accomplices. See Note 17. 


Section 337 


2Cr.H4. 
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Section 337 4. Legislative changes. 

Notes 1-2 Changes introduced by Act XVIII of 1923 — 

1 . In snb-section (l) — 

( a) The words “ or any offence and 47 7 A ” are new. 

See Note 5. 

(b) The words “at any stage of the investigation or inquiry into, 
or trial of, the offence” are new. See Note 7. 

(c) For the words “with the sanction of the District Magistrate, 

any other Magistrate,” the proviso to sub-s.(l) has been 
substituted. See Note 3. 

2. The -words “and shall, on application made by the accused, furnish 
him with a copy of such record, “in sub-s.(lA) and the proviso to 
sub-s.(iA), are new. 

3. In sub-s.(2), .the words “in the Court of the Magistrate taking 

cognizance of the offence and in the subsequent trial, if any” have 
been substituted for the words “in the case.” See Note 16. 

4. Sub-section (4) has been omitted and sub-s.(2A) is new. See Note 18. 

2. Scope and object of the section. — This section empowers 
a Magistrate to tender pardon to a person who is supposed to have 
been directly or indirectly concerned in, or privy to, an offence under 
investigation or inquiry, on condition that he makes a full and true 
disclosure of all the circumstances within his knowledge in relation to 
the accused and to the offence. The object of tendering such conditional 
pardon to an accomplice in the crime is to secure the evidence of such 
a person; and also to encourage him to give the fullest details in 
respect of the matter, so that points may be found in his evidence 
which may be capable of corroboration, especially in cases where it is 
otherwise impossible to establish the guilt of the accused from other 
evidence. 1 In the exercise, therefore, of the power to tender a pardon, 
the Magistrate should exercise a sound judicial discretion, 2 and proceed 
with great caution and on ample grounds; and with a clear recognition 
of the risk which it necessarily involves of allowing an offender to 
escape just punishment at the expense of possibly innocent men. 3 It 
is thus a wrong exercise of discretion on the part of the Magistrate to 
tender pardon to a person who is the principal offender in order to 
obtain evidence against the other accused. 4 

The provisions of this section do not imply that the only method 
of obtaining the evidence of an accused person against his co-accused 
is by tendering a pardon to such person with all the conditions and 

Section 337 — Note 2 

1. (’88) 11 All 79 (90) : 1888 All W N 289, Quccn.Emprcss v. Ganga Charan. 

[See (’15) AIR 1915 Nag 92 (93) : 11 Nag L R 59 : 16 Cri L Jour 417, Local 

Government v. Mulu. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 177 (177) : 46 Bom 120 : 22 Cri L Jour 620, In re Dagdu 
Bapu.] 

2. See (’72-92) 1872-1892 L. B.R. 246 (248, 250), In the matter of Nga Po Aung* 

3. (’03) 1903 Pun Re No.4 Cr,p.ll(14):1903 PLR No. 52, Ghulam Md. v. Groiun. 
(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (85) : Beng L R Sup 7ol 459 (P B), In re Elahee Bnhsh . 

4. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 499 (501), Sheobhajan AMr v. Emperor, 
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safeguards mentioned in the section. 5 It is the right of the Crown at 
any stage to enter nolle prosequi (Ss. 333 and 494) and thereafter call 
such person as a witness for the Crown. 0 (See Note 16 and S. 342.) 
Similarly, there is nothing in the section to compel the police to 
produce an accused person who is intended to he examined as a witness 
in the case for the tender of a pardon. The police can refrain from 
prosecuting such person although there is. adequate evidence to justify 
his prosecution and if they do so, he wall he a competent witness in the 
trial of the other accused. But such a course is to be highly deprecated 
and the evidence of such a witness will be entitled to little weight. 7 

As special powers are conferred upon the Magistrate by the 
section, he should exercise such powers in strict accordance with the 
provisions of the section. 8 

Where action has been taken under this section and a conditional 
pardon has been tendered and accepted, it is not thereafter open to the 
prosecution to ignore the provisions of this section and proceed under 
S. 494. Thus, in such a case, the prosecution against the person who 
has accepted the pardon cannot 'be withdrawn under S. 494 and the 
provisions of sub-s.(2A) of this section which require the case to be 
tried by a High Court or Sessions Court avoided. In determining 
whether action has been taken under this section, if the manner in 
which the tender of pardon is made follows in substance the method 
prescribed in this section, the section must be held to apply and minor 
and immaterial irregularities or variations cannot be taken to affect 
the operation of the section. 9 

3. Who can tender a pardon. — A District Magistrate has 
power to tender a pardon at any stage of the investigation, inquiry or 
trial even though he himself may not be holding such inquiry or 
trial. 1 A Magistrate of the first class, not being a District Magistrate, 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (21) : 38 Cr.L.J. 237 & 251 : ILR (1937) Nag 315 (FB), 
Amdumiyan v. Emperor. (Provision is enabling and obligatory.) 

6. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 319 (320, 321) : 56 Cal 1023 : 31 Cr. L. J. 315, Eaman v. 
Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 91 (107) : 45 All 226 : 25 Cr.L.J.497, Emperor v. Ear Prasad 
Bhargava. 

(1900) 25 Bom 422 (428,429): 2 Bom L R 1095, Queen-Empress v. Hussein Haji. 
(’85) AIR 1935 Bom 186 (188) : 59 Bom 355 : 36 Cr. L. J. 937, Keshan Vasudev 
v. Emperor. 

[But see (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 473 (474) : 36 Cri L Jour 1248, Abdul Majid v. 
Emperor. (Section 494 is not intended to be used by prosecution to get evidence 
of accomplice.)] 

7. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (20, 21) : 38 Cr. L.J. 237 & 251 : I L R (1937) Nag 315 
(FB), Amdumiyan v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 186 (188) : 59 Bom 355 : 36 Cr. L, J. 937, Keshan Vasudco 
x. Emperor. 

8. (’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Bui 246 (248, 250), In the matter of Nga Po Aung . 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 445 (450) : 5 A L J 691, Sultan Khan v. Emperor. (Provisions 

of this section are very salutary, the neglect of which may easily lead to great 
difficulties.) 

9. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 266 (269) : I L R (1938) Lah 628 :.65 I A 388 : 32 S L R 
937 : 40 Cr.L.J. 360 (P C), Fagir Singh x; Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. See (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 33 (34) : 5 Sind LR 174 : 13 I. C. 273, Emperor v. Andal. 


Section 337 . 
Notes 2-3 
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Notes 3-4 


can tender a pardon only — 

(a) in case the offence is under investigation, if he has jurisdiction 

in the place where the offence might he inquired into and tried, 
and the sanction of the District Magistrate has been obtained 
therefor, or 

(b) in case the offence is under inquiry or trial, if the case is 

pending inquiry or trial before him. 

The words “District Magistrate” in this section will include an 
Additional District Magistrate on whom all the powers of a District 
Magistrate have been conferred under section 10 (2). 2 

The mere absence of a written sanction of the District Magistrate, 
where it appears that in fact an oral sanction was given, is only 
an irregularity which, under S. 529, is not sufficient to vitiate the 
proceedings if it was obtained in good faith. 3 

The tender of pardon being a judicial function 4 the Magistrate 
empowered to exercise such function cannot delegate it to a police- 
officer or to a subordinate Magistrate. 5 6 Where a Magistrate, not 
empowered by law to tender a pardon, erroneously in good faith 
tenders such pardon under this section, the proceedings cannot be set 
aside merely on the ground of his not being so empowered [s.529, 
clause (g)] . But if a Magistrate, who has no jurisdiction in respect 
of such offence, tenders a pardon, such pardon is illegal and the defect 
cannot be cured under S. 529.° The person to whom such illegal pardon 
is tendered continues to he an accused person and can be tried and 
convicted along with the other accused. 7 He cannot be examined as a 
witness (section 342), and if he has ‘been examined, his evidence is 
inadmissible. 8 9 

A special Magistrate appointed under S.24 of the Bengal Suppres- 
sion of Terrorist Outrages Act (xil of 1932) has power to tender a 
pardon under this section.” 

4. Power of Provincial Government to tender conditional 
pardon.. — There is no provision in the Code conferring upon the 
Provincial Government a power to tender, to an accused person, a 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Lali 796 (798) : IL R (1939) Lah 38 :40Cr.L. J. 543, Emperor 
v. Amar (Pardon tendered by such Additional District Magistrate without sanc- 
tion of District Magistrate is not invalid — Dissenting from AIR 1936 Lah 353.) 

3. (’08) 8 Or. L. J. 445 (450, 451) : 5 A L J 691, Sultan Khan v. Emperor. 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 266 (270) :ILR (1938) Lah 628 : 65 Ind App 388 : 32 
Sind L R 937 : 40 Cr. L. J. 360 (PC), Faqir Singh v. Emperor. (Pardon under 
this section is tendered ns a judicial act.) 

5. (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 246 (248, 250), In the matter of Nqa Po Auna. 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr L 5 (5). ‘ 

See also Note 10. 

6. (’97) 20 All 40 (41, 42) : 1897 All W N 173, Queen-Empress v. Ghidda. 

See also S. 529 Note 1. 

7. (’97) 20 All 40 (41, 42) : 1897 All W N 173, Queen-Empress v. Ghidda. 

8. (’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 246 (248, 250), In the matter of Nga Po Aung. 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 356 (361, 363, 364) : 37 Cr. L. J. 758 : I L R (1937) 1 Cal 
*711 (FB), Harihar Sinha v. Emperor. (Per Full Bench — Muherji, J., contra — 
But the Special Magistrate must try the accused himself instead of committing 
him to the sessions.) 

<’35) AIR 1936 Cal 281- (282) : 36 Cr. L, J. S84, Md. Saleuddin v. Emperor. 
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conditional pardon. Such pardon can be tendered only by the Magis- 
trate and the Courts specified in Ss. 337 and 333. 1 But- the fact that the 
Magistrate in tendering the pardon did so after consulting the Provincial 
Government and with its authority is an internal matter of adminis- 
tration which cannot affect the position of the accused or the approver . 3 
The Provincial Government has, however, power under s. 401 to re mi t 
or suspend sentences passed against the accused. 

As to the exercise of the Royal Prerogative of mercy, see s. 401. 

5. Offences in respect of which pardon may be tendered. — 

The jurisdiction to tender a' pardon to an accomplice is strictly limited 
to such offences as are specifically mentioned in the section itself . 1 It 
is determined with reference to the offence in respect of which the 
investigation is being made or the inquiry or trial is held, and is not 
affected in any manner by a subsequent alteration of the charge or 
offence or by the ultimate result of the investigation, inquiry or trial , 2 
or by the fact that there are also other offences alleged or charged 
against the accused . 211 All that is necessary is that there should be an 
investigation or inquiry in progress relating to an offence referred to 
in the section . 3 The words “triable exclusively by the High Court or a 
Court of Session” mean “shown in the second schedule as so triable .” 4 
Before the amendment of 1923, conditional pardon could be granted 
only in cases of offences triable by a Court of Session or High Court . 5 


Note 4 

1. (’00) 4 Cr.L.J. 143 (148): 33 Cal 1353: 10 CWN 962, Bnnu Singh v. Emperor. 
(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 44 (45) : 10 C W N 847, Pahan Shigh v. Emperor. (Evidence of 

accused taken under conditional pardon so offered is wholly inadmissible.) 

2. (’38) AIR 193S PC 266 (269): ILR (1938) Lab 628 : 65 I.A. 388 : 32 S. L. R. 937: 
40 Cr. L. .1. 360 (PC), Faqir Singh v. Emperor. (Overruling AIR 1936 Lah 353.) 

Note 5 

1. (’38) AIR 193S P C 266 (268) : ILR (1938) Lah 628 : 65 I. A. 388 : 32 S. L. R. 
937 : 40 Cr. L. J. 360 (PC), Faqir Singh v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1930 Cal 356 (366) : 37 Cri L Jour 758 : ILR (1937) 1 Cal 711 (PB), 
Harihar Sinha v. Emperor. 

(1900-02) 1 L. B. R. 62 (62), Empress v. Nga Po Sin. (Magistrate has no power 
under S. 337 to examine an accused person charged under the Gambling Act.) 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 All 567 (571, 572) : ILR (1939) All 736 : 40 Cri L Jour 856, 
Bhola Nath v. Emperor. 

(’21) 22 Cri L Jour 676 (677) : 63 Ind Cas 612 (613) (Lah), Sardara v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 105(108): 19 S.L.R. 183: 25 Cr.L.J. 1057, Faizullci v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 3 (4):34 Cr.L.J. 212, Public Prosecutor, Peshawarv. Muqarrab. 
[See also (’26) AIR 1926 All 590 (591) : 27 Cri L Jour 1103, Bhawani Prasad v. 
Emperor. (It is doubtful whether the validity of a pardon given to accused 
charged with an offence specified in that section would be affected by the fact 
that the co-accused was ultimately convicted of a minor offence.)] 

2a. (’15) AIR 1915 Lah 16 (21) : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr : 16 Cri L Jour 354, 
Balmohand v. Crown. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 43 (45): 9 S. L. R. 43: 16 Cr.L.J. 632, Harmnal v. Emperor. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 337 (338) : 26 Cri L Jour 1115, Ismail Panju v. Emperor. 

4. (’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 4 (6), Bhallu Singh v. Empress. 

5. (’84) 10 Cal 936 (937), Queen-Empress v. Sadhec Kasai. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 240 (240), Empress v. Gopal. • 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 215 (216) : 1 Lah 102 : 21 Cr.L.J. 599, it lahandu v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 33 (34) : 5 Sind L R 174': 13 I. C. 273, Emperor v. Andal. 
[See (’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 33 : 1902 Pun L R No. 100, Nabi Bahhsh v. 
Emperor. 

(’73) 1873 Pun Re No. 7 Cr, p. 7, In reaBe ference from Commissioner, Saivalpindi. 
(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 51 (51), Nga Tha Hla v. Queen-Empress. 
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The amended section provides specifically for tender of pardon in 
respect of several other offences enumerated in the section . 0 

6. Effect of tendering pardon in other cases. — Where a 
pardon is granted in respect of an offence not specified in the section 
and the person to whom pardon is granted is examined as a witness, 
such evidence is inadmissible. The reason is that as the pardon is 
unauthorized, the person continues to be an accused person and no 
oath can be administered to him . 1 See S. 342. Nor can such person 
be prosecuted for giving false evidence . 2 

7. Stage at which pardon can be tendered. — Before the 
amendment of 1923, the Magistrate could tender a pardon onfy in 
respect of the “offence under inquiry” and there was a conflict of 
decisions as to whether the word “inquiry” included also the stage of 
the investigation by the police . 1 The amended section has definitely 
set the conflict at rest by specifically providing that the pardon may 
be granted even at the stage of the investigation by the police . 2 The 
Magistrate has power to tender a pardon at any stage, i. e., until he 
commits the accused under sub-s. (2A) or discharges the accused . 3 The 
mere fact that the case is adjourned on application under s. 52G does 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 642 (644), Pat Tha U. v. Queen-Empress. 
(1864) 3 Mad H C R App ii (ii). (S. 209 of the Code of 1861 did not contain the 
words “exclusively triable by Court of Session” and therefore a Magistrate was 
held competent to tender pardon in a case triable by Magistrate concurrently with 
Court of Session.) 

(’66) 3 Mad H C It App iv (iv). (The power given to a Magistrate by S. 209 of the 
Code of 1861 could not be properly exercised except with a view to commit the 
case to a Court of Session.)] 

[Gut see (’72-92) 1872-1892 L B R 58G (5S7, 5SS), Tha Dung v. Empress.] 

See also S. 338 Note 2. 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (20) : 38 Cr. L. J. 237 & 251 : I L R (1937) Nag 315 
(FB), Amdumiyan v. Emperor . (Amendment also amplifies the power to tender 
a pardon even during the course of the investigation.) 

Note 6 

1. (’79) 2 All 260 (262), Empress of India v. Asgher Ali. 

[See however (’26) AIR 1926 All 590 (591) : 27 Cri L Jour 1103, Bhawani Prasad 
v. Emperor. (Even if the pardon is invalid it would not prevent the approver 
being examined in the Sessions Court as a witness if he is not committed for 
trial along with the accused.)] 

2. (’So) 10 Bom 190 (192), Queen-Empress v. Data Jiva. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 51 (51), Nga Tha Ela v. Queen-Empress. 

Note 7 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 138 (139) : 46 Bom 61 : 22 Cri L Jour 72S, Emperor v. 
Moti Lai Hira Lai. (Inquiry does not include investigation by police.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 33 (34) : 13 Ind Cas 273 : 5 Sind L R 174, Emperor v. Andal. 

(Inquiry includes investigation by police.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 270 (271) : 3 Lah 431 : 24 Cri L Jour 941, Slier Muhammad 
v. Emperor. (Inquiry means everything done by a Magistrate whether the case is 
challaned or not.) 

(’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 4 (6), Bhallu Singh v. Empress. (Do.) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (20) : 38 Cri L Jour 237 & 251 : I L R (1937) Nag 315 
(FB), Amdumiyan v. Emperor. 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 40 (41) : 33 Cri L Jonr 906, Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(’21) 22 Cri L Jour 255 (256) : 60 Ind Cas 607 (608) (Lah), Mangn v. Emperor. 

(Magistrate could tender pardon even after framing the charge — In this case, 
the trial and conviction were by a Magistrate empowered under S. 30 — After 
the amendment of S. 337 in 1923 the case must be committed to Sessions and 
cannot be disposed of by the Magistrate himself. See Note 18.) 
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not deprive the Magistrate o£ his power of tendering a pardon .' 1 

8. “ Supposed to have been directly or indirectly concerned 
in, or privy to, the offence.” — The expression “any person 
supposed to have been directly or indirectly concerned in, or privy to, 
the offence,” is a wide one and is not necessarily confined to a person 
who has been charged with the offence or who has been sent up by 
the police for trial, as an accused person . 1 It is not necessary that he 
should exactly know what crime is being committed in all its details . 2 
All that is requisite is that there should be the intention of assisting 
in the commission of the crime 3 and that the Magistrate should be 
satisfied that he himself took part in the crime to the extent that he 
admits and that he is in a position to give a true account as to what 
•occurred . 4 

An accomplice is different from a “spy.” An accomplice is a 
person who concurs fully in the criminal designs of his co-conspirators 
for a time and joins in the execution of those designs ; while a spy or 
informer does not concur in those designs but enters into the conspiracy 
as agent for the prosecution for the sole purpose of detecting and 
•disclosing it and of bringing the offenders to justice . 6 

The word “supposed” does not exclude a person who confesses the 
guilt and pleads guilty to the charge, but is yet unconvicted ; it merely 
•excludes the person who has been already convicted of the offence . 0 

9. Condition of pardon. — It has been already seen in Note 2 
that the object of tendering a pardon is to encourage the approver to 
give the fullest details, so that points may be found in his evidence 
which may he capable of corroboration. The law, therefore, requires, 
not a cramped and constrained statement by the approver, but a 

4. (’27) AIR 1927 All 90 (90) : 49 AH 181 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1369, BalCliandv. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 33 (34) : 13 I. C. 273 : 5 Sind L R 174, Emperor v. Andal, 
(’23) AIR 1923 Nag 248 (249) : 24 Cri L Jour 566, Kashiram v. Emperor. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 980 (983) : 21 Cri L Jour 802, Surya Eanta v. Emperor. 
(1913) 9 Cr App Rep 232, Charles Cratchely. (Per Lord Chief Justice Isaacs.) 

3. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 980 (983) : 21 Cr. L. J. 802, Surya Kanta v. Emperor. (Per 
Sbamsul-Huda, J.) 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Nag 248 (250, 251) : 24 Cri L Jour 566, Kashiram v. Emperor. 
[See (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 199 (200) : 34 Cri L Jour 1255, Yacoob v. Emperor. 

(Accomplices are those who are in some way or other connected with the offence 
in question.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 188 (188) : 24 Cri L Jour 799, Sant Earn v. Emperor. (The 
statement of an alleged approver who is not proved to have participated in the 
offence is not admissible against the accused.) 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 530 (532) : 4 Ind Cas 268 (269) (Bom), Emperor v. Percy Henry 
Burn.') 

5. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 193 (194, 195) : 9 Lah 550 : 29 Cr.L, 3.&n,KarimBakh$h 
v. Emperor. 

(’95) 19 Bom 363 (370), Queen-Empress v. Javecharam. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 560 (564) : 38 Cal 96 : 8 I. C. 119, Emperor v. Cliaturbhuj. 
(’12) 13 CriL Jour 609 (663) : 16 Ind Cas 257 (Cal), Putin Bchari Das v. Emperor. 
(’28). AIR 1928 Lah 647 (649) : 29 Cri L Jour 740, Mangat Bai v. Emperor. 

6. (’84) 7 All 160 (163) : 1884 AWN 314, Queen-Empress v. Kalin. 

.(’95) 1895 Rat 750 (752), Queen-Empress v. Bhagya. 
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thorough and complete disclosure of all the facts within his knowledge 
bearing upon the offence or offences as to which he gives evidence. 1 

It should, however, be borne in mind that the’ temptation to the 
accomplice to strain the truth should he as slight as possible and it is 
illegal to tender a pardon on condition that the prisoner should profess 
to have been present at the murder and to have personal knowledge 
of the circumstances under which the offence took place as alleged by 
the prosecution. 2 As to the effect of a breach of the conditions of 
pardon, see section 339. 

10. Procedure in tendering pardon. — The tender of pardon 
should be made by the Magistrate directly and should not be made 
through any police-officer. 1 The Magistrate should, at the time, explain 
to the person to whom it is made all the conditions accompanying 
such tender of pardon and should also record his reasons for tendering 
the pardon (sub-s.(lA) ). If the person does not accept the conditions, 
the inquiry or trial will proceed as if no tender of pardon was made. 
If such person should accept the conditions, it is the duty of the 
Magistrate to examine him as a witness under the rules applicable for 
the examination of witnesses. 2 As to whether the Magistrate should 
record informal statements from the person at the time of tendering 
the pardon, see Note 13. 

11. Recording reasons for tendering pardon It has been 

seen already in Note 2 that the Magistrate should tender a pardon to 
an accomplice only on ample grounds and in exceptional cases and 
that he should exercise a sound judicial discretion before taking such 
a step. Sub-section (lA) provides that it is his duty to record his 
reasons for so doing and that the accused is entitled to a copy thereof. 1 
Where, however, the circumstances which preceded the grant of pardon 
provide by themselves sufficient grounds for the Magistrate’s action 
and such circumstances appear on record, it is not necessary for 
the Magistrate to formally set out such circumstances in writing. 2 
Similarly, where the Magistrate states in his order that in order to 
connect the accused with the offence of a certain murder, it is essential 
to make an approver in the case, there is sufficient compliance with 


Note 9 

1. (’88) 11 All 79 (87) : 18SS AWN 289, Quccn-Emprcss v. Ganga Charan. 

(’2G) AIR 1926 Pat 279 (281, 2SG): 5 Pat 171: 27Cr.L..T. 957 ,Ni1madhal v. Emperor. 

2. (’92) 1892 Rat G12 (G13, G14), Quccn-Emprcss v. Yakub. 

Note 10 

1. (’66) 6 Sutk W R Cr Letters -5. 

See also Note 3. 

2. (’70) 12 Sutk W R Cr 80 (81) : G Beng L R App 50, Queen v. Gagalu Magalu.. 
(1900) 13 C P L R Cr 7 (8), Empress v. Bodhan. 

Note 11 

1. (’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul SI (81), Quccn-Emprcss v. Nga Tun Baw. 

2. (’09) 10 Cr. L J. 32 (34) : 36 Cal 629 : 2 I. C. 497, Emperor v. Annada Charan 
Thaliur. (Omission to state reasons in suck a case is neitker illegality nor 
irregularity wliick vitiates tke proceedings.) 

(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 142(144): 5C.L J. 224, Deputy Legal Remembrancer x.Banu Singh. 
(Do.) 
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the provisions of sub-s.(lA) of this section. 3 The recording of reasons 
is merely a matter relating to procedure and is not a condition 
precedent to the tender of pardon. 4 Thus, an omission to record the 
reasons amounts only to an irregularity 0 and will not vitiate the trial, 
unless it is shown that it has, in fact, occasioned a failure of justice. 3 
See section 537. 

12. Accepting pardon. — A person can be said to accept a 
pardon tendered to him only when he actively assents to the conditions 
of the pardon and volunteers to make a statement with reference to 
the offence. Where he expresses complete ignorance and states that 
he is indifferent as to whether a pardon is granted or not, he cannot 
be said to accept a tender of pardon. 1 But it is not necessary that 
the acceptance of the pardon should be in writing or that it should be 
expressed in any other manner. It can be gathered from the circum- 
stances. Thus, the fact that he appears before the Magistrate in the 
capacity of a witness and not in the capacity of an accused person, 
is a clear indication of the fact that he has accepted the pardon 
tendered to him. 2 

13. Disclosure, whether should be recorded at the time 
of the tender of pardon. — The section does not contemplate the 
recording of any statement by the proposed approver before the pardon 
is granted to him. 1 

There is a conflict of decisions as to whether, after the pardon 
has been granted, the approver can be examined on oath before the 
preliminary inquiry in the committing Magistrate’s Court. One view 
is that such an examination is permissible under S. 164 2 and the other 
view is th at it is not. 3 As there does not seem to be any reason why 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 796 (79S): ILB (1939) Lah 38: 40 Or. L. J. 543, Emperor 
v. Amur Singh. 

4. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 588 (590) : 15 I. C. 1004 (All), Emperor v. Shama Charan. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 266 (269) : I L R (1938) Lah 628 : 65 I A 38S : 32 S L R 
937 : 40 Cri L Jour 360, Faqir Singh v. Emperor. (Right of accused or approver 
is not affected because of Magistrate’s failure to record reasons, a requirement 
imposed for the benefit of the accused.) 

6. (’29) AIR 1929 All 321 (322) : 30 Cri L Jour 1157, Emperor v. Dtilthu. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 445 (450, 451) : 5 All L Jour 691 : 1908 All W N 259, Sultan. 
Khan v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 90 (90) : 25 Cri L Jour 174, Emperor v. War yam Singh. 

(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 113 Cr, p. 109, Crown v. Mana Singh. 

Note 12 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 All 564 (564) : 26 Cri L Jour 336, Palati Bai v. Emperor. 

2. (’38) AIR 1938 Lah 796 (798, 799) : I L R (1939) Lah 38 : 40 Cri L Jour 543, 
Emperor v. Amar Singh. 

Note 13 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 218 (219): 187 I. C.203(205): 41 Cr.L.J. 433 (437), Horilal 
Mohanlal v. Emperor. 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 321 (322) : 14 Lah 507 : 34 Cri L Jour 469, Emperor v. 
' Parmanand. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 868 (869) : 35 Cri L Jour 111, Emperor v. Hussaina. 

(’33) AIR 1938 Lah 796 (799) : I L R (1939) Lah 38 : 40 Cr. L. J. 543, Emperor v. 
Amar Singh. 

(’40) AIR 1940 Nag 218 (221) : 41 Cr.L.J. 433 (437), Horilal Hohanlal v. Emperor. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 286 (286) : 3 Bang 224 : 26 Cri L Jour 1396, Emperor v. 
Nga Bo Qi/i. , 

(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 138 (141) : 46 Bom 61 : 22 Cr.L.J. 728, Molilal v. Emperor. 

(1900} 13 C PTi *R fir 7 7?7il> *»**/»<!«• rr TZnrfhnii 
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S. 164 should not apply to such cases, it is submitted that the former 
view is correct. 

1$. Effect of pardon. — Where a pardon is tendered and 
accepted under this section, the accused person ceases to be such from 
the moment the pardon is accepted and is to be treated as a witness 
thereafter. It is not necessary that the prosecution should be withdrawn 
in such cases. 1 

A pardon tendered under this section refers not only to the 
offence in respect of which it is tendered, but extends to all such 
offences also in connection with the same matter, as the approver has 
necessarily to disclose, in making a full and true disclosure of all the 
■circumstances relating to such offence. 2 In Queen-Empress v. Ganga 
■ Gliaran , 3 Straight, J., observed as follows : 

“While, on the one hand, the condition is ‘a full and true disclosure of the 
whole of the circumstances within his knowledge relative to such offence,’ on the 
•other, a non-compliance with it leaves him open to trial for the offence in respect 
of which the pardon was tendered, or any other offence in connection with the 
same matter. It must be borne in mind that, in countenancing these pardons to 
accomplices, the law does not invite a cramped and constrained statement by the 
•approver; on the contrary it requires a thorough and complete disclosure of all the 
•facts within his knowledge bearing upon the offence, or offences, as to which he 
.gives evidence, and when he has given his evidence, I do not think that the 
question of how far it is to protect him, and what portion of it should not protect 
■him, ought to be treated in a narrow spirit.” 

Where, however, the statement of the person to whom a pardon 
was tendered disclosed a distinct offence of dacoity which was com- 
mitted one month prior to the offence in respect of which the pardon 
was tendered, it was held that the tender of pardon did not extend to 
•such an offence. 4 See also section 339 Note 6. 

15. Forfeiture of pardon. — See Section 339. 

16. Examination of approver as witness — Sub-section (2). 

— Sub-section (2), as it stood before the amendment of 1923, provided 
that the person accepting a tender of pardon should be examined as a 
witness “in the case,” and it was held in the undermentioned cases 1 
"that the words “in the case” referred both to the magisterial inquiry 

Note 14 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Lab 353 (354) : 16 Lab 594 : 37 Or. L. J. 515, Fagir Singh v. 
Emperor , 

2. (’88) 11 All 79 (87), Queen-Empress v. Ganga Cliaran. 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 234 (234) : 22 Cri L Jour 699, Shiam Sunder v. Emperor. 

•3. (’88) 11 All 79 (87). 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 All 220 (222): 46 All 236 : 25 Cr.L. J.956(FB), Sardara v. Emperor. 
{See also (’37) 38 Cri L Jour 84 (86)-: 165 I. C. 795, Jagat Singh v. Emperor. 
(Trial for sucb distinct offence — Accused’s statement as approver and witness 
in prior trial is admissible.)] 

Note 16 

1. (’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 44, Mamun v. Queen-Empress. 

'(’90) 2 Weir 394 (394), In re Kumarandy. 

■(1900) 27 Cal 137 (139), Queen-Empress v. Nalu. 

<(’91) 1891 All W N 182 (183), Queen-Empress v. Piary. 

[See also (’01) 25 Bom 675(679): 3BomLR271,iTht(/-i?)):pcj , o? , v.Rala.(Qumre)]. 
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and to the sessions trial and that therefore the approver ought to he 
examined in the sessions trial notwithstanding he did not fulfil the 
conditions of pardon in the magisterial inquiry. It was, however, held 
in other eases that if the approver should show an inclination to resile 
from his evidence before the committing Magistrate, the prosecution 
was not hound to examine him as a witness in the sessions trial as his 
examination before the committing Magistrate is a sufficient compliance 
with the provisions of sub-s.(2). 2 The amended section now specifically 
provides that such person should he examined as a witness in the 
Magistrate’s Court and in the subsequent trial, if any. 3 There is still 
a conflict of decisions whether the section makes it obligatory on the 
prosecution to examine the approver in the Sessions Court where in 
the committing Magistrate’s Court he has resiled from his former 
position and broken the condition of his pardon. The Lahore High 
Court 4 and the Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court 5 have held that the 
approver must be examined in the Sessions Court even in such cases, 
while the opposite view has been expressed by the Calcutta High Court. 5 

17. Evidence of an accomplice — Credibility of. — In dealing 
with the question as to the weight to be attached to the evidence of an 
accomplice, it is necessary to consider the provisions of s. 133 of the 
Evidence Act, as also illustration (b) to S. 114 of that Act. Section 133 
of that Act provides as follows : 

“An accomplice shall be a competent witness against an accused 
person ; and a conviction is not illegal merely because it proceeds upon 
the uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice.” 

Illustration (b) to section 114 runs as follows: “The Court may 
presume that an accomplice is unworthy of credit unless he is 
corroborated in material particulars.” 1 The reasons underlying the 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 6C7 (GG8, G72, 673) : 42 Cal 85G : 16 Cri L Jour 65, Sashi 
Rajbanshi v. Emperor. 

(’01) 24 Mad 321 (324) : 2 Weir 39G, Queen-Empress v. Ramasamy. 

[See also (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 153 (153) : 31 Mad 272, In re Arunachellam.'] 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 320(323) : 29 Cr.L, J. 413 : 9Lak 608, Ram Rath'!. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 680 (681) : 54 Cal 539 : 28 Cri L Jour 689, Ayitb Mandal v. 

Emperor. (Fact that by mistake his name is not removed from list of accused 
persons at the time of commitment does not disqualify him to be a witness in the 
Sessions Court.) 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 102 (102) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1126, Chet Singh v. Emperor. (Even 
where the pardon has been withdrawn and the approver has been committed 
separately for trial.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 95 (96) : 11 Lah 230 : 31 Cri L Jour 111, Mahla v. Emperor. 
(Approver examined in the trial of some of the accused — Sessions Judge coming 
to the conclusion that he was untrustworthy and he not being examined in the 
inquiry or trial relating to the other accused — Held this was illegal.) 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 114 (116, 117) : 41 Cr. L. J. 747, Emperor v. Shalidino. 
(Pardon cannot be withdrawn before approver is examined in Sessions Court.) 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 63G (638, 639) : 61 Cal 399 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1479, Kayeh Shahana 
v. Emperor. (Pardon withdrawn on the approver giving evidence in the commit- 
ting Magistrate’s Court — Approver need not be examined in the Sessions Court.) 

Note 17 

1. The following cases deal with the testimony of an accomplice : 

(’30) AIR 1936 Pat 531 (532) : 38 Cri L Jour 72, Hanuman Sahay v. Emperor, 
(The Court, though it may presume the evidence of accomplices to bo unworthy 
of credit is not compelled to do so.) 
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(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 840 (844) : 103 Ind Cas 566 (Cal), Bimdl Krishna v. Emperor. 

(’8G) 8 All 120 (138) : 1880 All IV N 7, Queen-Empress v. Imdacl Klian, 

(’13) 14 Or. L. J. 577 (586) : 36 Mad 501 : 40 Ind App 193 : 21 Ind Cas 3G9 (P C), 
V aitliinatha Pillai v. Emperor. 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 918 (920) : 90 Ind Cas 262 (Lah), Jang Singh v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 705 (700) : 27 Cri L Jour 879, Partab Singh v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 740 (741) :’32 Cri L Jour 141, Paras Pam v. Emperor. 

(’96) 1896 Rat 844 (846), Queen-Empress v. Shidlingappa. 

(’85) 10 Bom 319 (326), Queen-Empress v. Krishna Bhat. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 542 (543) : 15 Ind Cas 814 (Bom), Emperor v. Ghotalal. (Degree 
of corroboration required depends upon facts of each case.) 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 43 (43), Queen v. Luclimre Pershad. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 19 (20), Queen v. Ilamsodoy. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 150 (155) : 9 Ind Cas 897 (Mad), In re P. 1'. Vyasa Rao. 

(1900) 27 Cal 925 (927) : 4 C \V N 755, Ahhny Kumar v. Jagat Chundcr. (Persons 
bribing for obtaining release of wrongfully confined persons are not accomplices 
and therefore their evidence may be accepted without corroboration.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 72 (73) : 19 Cri L Jour 959, Emperor v. Kahili Katoni. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal GG3 (666) : 32 Cal L Jour 204 (209) : 22 Cr. L. J. 225, Emperor 
v. An ant Kumar, 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal. 377 (380):33 Cr.L.J. 357, Surcndranalh (loswamiv. Emperor. 

(’66) 5 Suth IV R Cr 59 (59, 60), Queen v. Chuttcr Bharcesingh. 

The following cases deal with the testimony of an approver : 

(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 1096 (1097) : 165 Ind Cas 144 (Oudh), Bhabhuti v. Emperor. 
(Conviction upon uncorroborated testimony of an approver cannot be sustained.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 571 (572, 574) : 15 I. C. 987 (Cal), Lalan Malik v. Emperor. 
(Confession made to private person repeated before Magistrate but retracted four 
months later — Another accused turning approver — Held confession was sufficient 
to corroborate approver.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W It Cr 57 (58), Queen v. Ram Sagnr. 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 327 (328) : 20 Cri L Jour 561, Allauddin v. Emperor. (State, 
ment by approver not corroborated — His statement though not reliable casts 
doubt and accused is entitled to benefit.) 

(’68) 9 Suth IV R Cr 28 (28, 29), Queen v. Nunhoo. 

(’69) 12 Suth IV R Cr 5 (5, 7), Queen v. Chirag Ali. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 5 (5) : 9 Ind Cas 39 (Lah), Ilira v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 35 (37) : 9 Ind Cas 232 (Lah), Manna v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 182 (182) : 13 Ind Cas 998 (Lah), Ladkhan v. Emperor. 

(’1G) AIR 191G Lah 390 (393) : 17 Cri L Jour 107, War yam Singh v. Emperor. 
(There should be direct and material corroboration of statement of approver who 
is of very bad character.) 

(’16) AIR 191G Lah 339 (340) : 17 Cri L Jour 220, Ghulam Rasul v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 235 (235) : 24 Cri L Jour GOG, Chaprolia v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 481 (4S2) : 25 Cr. L. J. 979, Khushi Muhammad v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 253 (254), Nvr Muhammad v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 397 (399) : 26 Cri L Jour 1335, Xawnb v. Crown. 

(’2G) AIR 1926 Lah 439 (439) : 27 Cri L Jour 600, Munshi v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 581 (5S9) : 28 Cri L Jour 625, Bar kali v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 557 (55S) : 33 Cri L Jour 935, Sanqara Ram v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 838 (839) : 34 Cri L Jour 1129, Stub Phan v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 987 (996) : 35 Cri L Jour 654, Amrit Lai v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 21 (23): 36 CriL Jour 671, Gujar Singh v. Emperor. (Uncon- 
vincing and uncorroborated statement of approver is not sufficient for conviction.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 346 (347) : 35 Cri L Jour 1046, Mangal Singh v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 583 (585) : 35 Cri L Jour 752, Bimal Pershad v. Emperor. 

(’89) 12 Mad 196 (197) : 2 Weir 519, Queen-Empress v. Arumuga. (Judge should 
caution jury not to accept evidence of approver unless it is corroborated; omis- 
sion to do so amounts to misdirection.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 567 (568) : 4 I. C. 391 (Mad), In re Mu than Papayya. (Corro- 
boration must be by material facts tending to point accused as guilty person.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 240 (240) : 10 Ind Cas 284 (Mad), Nansigadu v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 323 (326) : 15 Cr. L. J. 417, Narai/ana Ayyar v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 305 (313): 35 Mad 247 : 14 I. C. 849 (SB), Emperor v. Nilakanta. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 158 (1G2) : 25 Cri L Jour 1162, Surat Bahadur v. Emperor. 
(Evidence given by a spy who encourages a person to commit a crime is of no better 
value than that of an accomplice and cannot be accepted, without corroboration.) 
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presumption are — 

(i) that an accomplice is likely to swear falsely in order to shift 

the blame on to others ; 

(ii) that he being necessarily a man of bad character, his 

evidence is open to suspicion ; and 

(iii) that the evidence given by an approver in the hope of pardon 

would necessarily be biassed in favour of the prosecution . 2 
The utmost caution is, therefore, necessary in considering the 
weight to be attached to such evidence 21 and the presumption that an 
accomplice is unworthy of credit, unless corroborated in material 
particulars, has, therefore, become a rule of practice of almost universal 
application . 3 It is, however, possible in exceptional cases and under 

('25) AIR 1925 Oudh 374 (375) : 27 Oudh Cas 385 : 2C Cri L Jour 1412, Mnrli 
Brahman v. Emperor. (Acquittal of some accused for want of corroboration of 
approver's evidence — Weight of evidence is not affected.) 

•(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 172 (176) : 32 Cri L Jour 860 : 6 Luck 668, Bhvncshwari 
Pershad v. Emperor. (But evidence of spies associating with accused to entrap 
him does not require corroboration.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Posh 11 (12) : 35 Cri L Jour 719, Nizam Din v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 355 (356, 357) : 3 Ind Cas 681 : 5 Low Bur Rul 72 (FB), 
Emperor v. Nga Po. 

{’ 17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 5 (7) : 19 Cri L Jonr*42, Pan Gang v. Emperor. 

(Sec also (’36) AIR 1930 Cal 356 (360) : 37 Cri L Jour 758': ILR (1937) 1 Cal 711 
(FB), Harihar Sinha v. Emperor. (The evidence of an accomplice whether dealt 
with under S. 337 or discharged under S. 494 (a), or acquitted under S. 494 (b), 
is the evidence of an approver, and as such, open to suspicion.)] 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 11 (15) : 33 Cr. L. J. 287, Jai Singh v. Emperor. 

(’01) 28 Cal 339 (343) : 5 C W N 517, Kamala Prasad v. Sital Prasad. 

(’89) 14 Bom 115 (120), Queen-Empress v. Maganlal. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 150 (159) : 9 Ind Cas 897 (Mad), In re Vyasa Eao. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lak 32 (36) : 1917 Pun Re No. 2 Cr : 18 Cr. L. J. 29, Barkat Ali 
r. Emperor. 

(’89) 4 C P L R Cr 1 (7), Empress v. Tan Ha Bhil. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (85) : Beng L R Sup Yol, 459 (FB), In re EUahec Buksh. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 406 (407) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1049, Amar Nath v. Emperor. 

[See (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 701 (702) : 51 Cal 160 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1000, Emperor v. 
Jamaldi Fakir. 

(’12) 13Cr.L.J. 305 (314) : 14 I.C.849 : 35 Mad 247, Emperor v. Nilkanta. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 78 (79) : 28 Cr. L. J. 193, Charan Singh v. Emperor.] 

2a. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 361(362, 363): 41 Cr.L.J. 44, Nga Them Pc v.Tlie King. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Nag 39 (41) : 17 Nag L R 113 : 23 Cri L Jour 673, Govinda v. 

Emperor. (The Judge must nevertheless act on this evidence if he believes it.) 
(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 145 (151) : 10 Cal W N 962 : 33 Cal 1353, Banu Singh v. 
Emperor. (Evidentiary value of such evidence depends considerably upon circum- 
stances under which it is given.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 77 (77), Queen v. Bcaz Ali. 

(’84) 7 All 160 (163) : 1884 All W N 314, Queen-Empress v. Kallu. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 90 (92): 9 Luck 355: 35 Cr. L. J. 397, Mahadco v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 P C 15 (18) (PC), Macdonald v. Fred Latimer. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 473 (475) : 36 Cri L Jour 1248, Abdul Majid v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 265 (268) : 34 Cri L J 1009, Ghirrao v. Emperor. 

(.’28) AIR 1928 Pat 630 (631): 8 Pat 235: 30 Cr.L.J. 137, Rattan Dhanuk v. Emperor. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 All 567(571): 40 Cr.L.J. 856 : ILR (1939) All 736, Bliola Nath 
v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 177 (178) : 39 Cri L Jour 581 : 1938 Rang L R 190 (FB), 
■King v. Nga Myo. (In cases where the evidence of an accomplice is tendered 
the Court should not call for proof of the presumption that he is unworthy of 
credit unless corroborated in material particulars.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 433 (444) : 38 Cr. L. J. 852 (SB). Nitai Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 209 (210) : 38 Cri L Jour 785 : 1937 Rang L R 110, Nga 
Aung Pc v. Emperor. (The rule of practice contained in S. 114, 111. (b), Evidence 
Act, is not a rule of law.) 
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special circumstances that the Court could, notwithstanding the above 
rule of prudence and caution, give credit to the accomplice’s testimony 
against the accused, even without corroboration, and in such cases 
S. 133 of the Evidence Act provides that a conviction is not illegal 
merely because it proceeds upon such uncorroborated testimony of an 
accomplice .' 1 But, except in such special cases, it is the duty of the 


- (’36) AIR 1930 P C 242 (240) : 37 Cri L Jour 914 (PC), Mahadco v. The King. 
(’30) 37 Cri L Jour 999 (1002): 104 Inti Cas 779 (FB) (Cal), Moli Lai v. Emperor. 
(’30) 37 Cr. L. J. S40 (843) : G2 Cal 819 : 103 I. C. 560 (Cal), Bivtal v. Emperor. 
(’3d) AIR 1934 Cal 114 (110) : 35 Cri L Jour 551, Sliibadas Date v, Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudli 11 (15) : 33 Cri L Jour 287, Jai Singh v. Emperor. 

(’ 25 ) AIR 1925 Oudli 715(710) : 20 Cr.L.J. 1317, Shco Narain Singh v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 581 (589) : 28 Cri L Jour 025, Barhati v. Emperor. 

(’23) 24 Cri L Jour 723 (730) : 73 Ind Cas 903 (970) (Pat), Madan v. Emperor. 
(Failure to raise presumption is error of law.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 323 (320) : 15 Cri L Jour 417, Karayana Ay gar v. Emperor. 
(’84) 7 All 100 (1G2) : 1884 All W N 314, Queen -Em press v. Ka'llu. 

(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 707(708) : 17 Ind Cas 79 : 0 Sind L R 100, Emperor v. Isardas. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lab 357 (358), Tola Singh v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 73 (74) : 15 Cri L Jour 438 (43S), Muncssar Ahir v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Oudli 1 (3): 27 O. C. 40: 25 Or. L. J. 49, Manna Lai v. Emperor. 

(Impossibility of corroborative evidence does not dispense with necessity thereof.) 
(’34) AIR 1934 Oudli 90 (92): 9 Luck 355: 35 Cr. L. J. 397, Mahadco v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 105 (109, 110) : 32 Cri L Jour 383 , Kailas Missir v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Oudk 170 (181) : 15 Cr. L. J. 440, Bnstam Singh v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 030 (031) : 8 Pat 235 : 30 Cr. L. J. 137, Battan v. Emperor. 
(’90) 14 Bom 331 (330), Queen-Empress v. Chagan Bayaram. (Omission to follow 
this rule of practice is not error of law.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 132 (133, 134) : 30 Cr. L. J. 017, Abdul Salam v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 513 (517) : 02 Cal 238 : 30 Cri L Jour 1115 (SB), Emperor v. 
Nirmal Jihan Chose. (Rule requiring corroboration though one of prudence has 
become equivalent to rule of law.) 

(’35) 3G Cri L Jour 1202 (1203) : 157 I. C. 020 (026) (Lali), Ala Md. v. Emperor. 

(The rule which is one of prudence bns acquired the sanctity of a rule of law.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 208 (209) : 20 Cr. L. J. 709, Feroze Khan v. Emperor. 

[Sec (1803) 2 Weir 790 (797), In re Palnvasam. (Though this is the general rule, 
conviction on basis of uncorroborated testimony of accomplice need not necessarily 
be set aside.)] 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 All 507 (571) : 40 Cri L Jour 850 : ILR (1939) All 730, Bliola 
Bath v. Emperor. (The question as to whether or not the statement of tho 
approver should be taken into consideration or should be totally rejected is one 
which will depend upon the circumstances of each case — No hard and fast rule 
can be enunciated which will govern all cases.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Rang 177 (17S) : 39 Cri L Jour 581 : 193S Rang L R 190 (FB). 
King v. Nga Myo. (The presumption is not a hard nnd fast presumption but can 
be displaced in the circumstances of a particular case.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 209 (210) : 38 Cri L Jour 7S5 : 1937 Rang L R 110, Nga 
Aung Pc v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 531 (532) : 38 Cri L Jour 72, Eanuman Sahay v. Emperor. 
(Though tho Court may presume the evidence of accomplices to be unworthy of 
credit, it is not compelled to do so.) __ 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 715 (71G) : 2G Cr.L.J. 1317, Shco Narain Singh v. Emperor. 
(’87) 9 All 528 (554) : 1887 All W N 150, Queen-Empress v. Gohardhan. 

(’GO) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (S3, 91, 92) : Beng LRSupVol 459, In re Ellahcc Blikslu 
(’89) 14 Bom 115 (120, 121), Queen-Empress v. Maganlal. (Per Scott, J.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 211 (214, 215) : 1 All L J 110, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 90 (91) : 49 All 181 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1309, Balchand v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 All 223 (226) : 47 All 39 : 27 Cr.L.J. 830, Abdiil Wahabv. Emperor. 
(’98) 1898 All W N 28 (28), Queen-Empress v. Tiprv. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 441 (441) : 7 I. C. 185 (All), Balharan v. Emperor, (Evidence 
must be so far above suspicion that a Court has no alternative but to accept and 
act upon it.) 

(’10) AIR 1910 Bom 229 (233) : 17 Cri L Jour 256, Govind v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 433 (434) : 3 I. G, 903 (Bom), Emperor v. Lallubhai Pranubhai. 
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Court to require corroboration of the evidence in material particulars Section 337 
before basing a conviction thereon , 0 and it is also the duty of the Judge Note 17 
to warn the jury of the danger of convicting an accused person merely 
on the strength of the accomplice’s evidence .* 5 


(’06) 3 Cr.L.J. 452 (455) : 33 Cal 649 : 10 C W N 669, Dcanandan v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 822 (824) : 31 Cr. L. J. 809, Emperor v. Mathews. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 48 (48), Queen v. Koa. 

(’71) 15 Suth WRCr37 (38) : 6BengLRAppl08, Queen v. Mahima Chandra Das. 
(’70) 13 Suth WE Cr 24 (25), In the matter of Bojoni Eant Bhoomick. (Approver 
not open to same charge as accused — Uncorroborated testimony of the former can 
be accepted.) 

(’66) 6 Suth W R Cr 91 (91), Queen v. Ashrvff Sheik. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 11 (12), Queen v. Godai Baout. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 178 (179) : 32 Cr. L. J. 684, Slier Jang v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 323(327):1917 P.R.No.9Cr:lBCr.L.J.536, Ghulam v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 170 (174) : 9 I. C. 978 (Mad), In re Talari Karayanasicami. 
('ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 150 (159) : 9 I. C. 897 (Mad), In re Vyasa Bao. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 641 (656) : 27 Mad 271 : 2 IVeir 203 : 14 M L J 226, Bamasicamy 
Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’78) 1 Mad 394 (395) : 2 Weir 799, Beg. v. Bamasamij Padaijachi. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 132 (137) : 6 Low Bur Rul 4 : 9 Ind Cas 778, Nga Po Chit v. 
Emperor. (No general rule can be laid down as to when an accomplice’s uncor- 
roborated evidence should be accepted.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Nag 39 (41) : 17 N L R 113 : 23 Cr. L. J. 673, Govinda v. Emperor _ 
(Uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice must be acted upon if believed in.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 11 (15) : 33 Cr. L. J. 287, Jaisingh v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 105 (109, 110) : 32 Cr. L. J. 383, Kailash Missir v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 500 (502, 503), Emperor v. Wajul Sheikh. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lab 1G (21, 50) : 16 Cr. L. J. 354 : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, Bal- 
viokand v. Emperor. 

[See also (’07) 29 All 434 (440): 5 Cri L Jour 360: 4 A L J 310: 1907 AWN 140, 
Emperor v. Kcheri. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 32 (35) : 18 Cri L Jour 29 : 1917 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, Barkat 
Jli v. Emperor. (S. 133, Evidence Act, contains the rule of law and S. 114, 
Ulus, (b) of the same Act is merely a rule of guidance to assist Courts.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 1G9 (171, 172), Euppusiuamy Iyer v. Emperor.’] 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 1 (3) : 10 Luck 281 :36 Cr.L. J. 16G, Turab v. Emperor. 
(The evidence of an accessory after murder is virtually that of an accomplice.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 295 (296) : 33 Cri L Jour 477, Golam Asphia v. Emperor. (An.- 
accomplice includes one who poses himself as an accomplice and his evidence 
requires corroboration.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 317 (319) : 7 Luck 511:33 Cr L. J. 920, Emperor v. Haqbool 
Ahmad Khan.’ 

(’19) AIR 1919 Bom 164 (166) : 43 Bom 739 : 20 Cr. L. J. 497, Emperor v. Sabit 
Khan. (Case of a confession of co-accused.) 

(’98) 2 OWN 749 (750), Alanki Tcioari v. Amir Hossein. (Confession of co-accused 
if proved, is evidence of the very weakest kind and if uncorroborated is not suffi- 
cient to warrant a conviction.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 305 (315) : 14 I C 849 : 35 Mad 247, Emperor v. Nilakanta. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 321 (326) : 30 Cri L Jour 922, Dale v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 697 (702): 33 Cri L Jour 19 (SB), Ambica Charan v. Emperor. 
(The Court’s duty is not merely to record a conviction that is not illegal — The 
conviction should be properly based.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 408 (410) : 32 Cri L Jour 818, Indar Datt v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 233 (234) : 30 Cri L Jour 333, Musa v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 369 (378):2 Luck 631:29 Cr.L.J. 129, BamParsadv. Emperor, 
(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 173 (174):1 Rang609:25 Cr.L.J. 381, Maung Lay v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 105 (108):19SLR 183 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1057, Faizulla v. Emperor. 

6. (’36) 37 Cr.L.J. 999 (1002,1003) : 164 I.C. 779 (FB)(Cal), Moli Lai v.EmpSror. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 114 (116) : 35 Cr.L.J. 551, Shibadas Daw v. Emperor. (Evi- 
dence of accomplice — Judge sitting without jury must treat himself as jury and 
apply same rules as in trials with jury.) ' 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 295 (296) : 33 Cr L Jour 477, Golam Asphia v. Emperor. 
(1925) 133 L T 736 (738): 89 J P 175 : 41 T L R 635: 28 Cox C C 47, Bex v.. Beebe. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 305 (314) : 14 I. C. 849 : 35 Mad 247, Emperor v. Nilakanta.. 
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Emperor. (Mere fact that an approver makes a wrong statement on a particular 
point will not justify the total rejection of his evidence when in other respects his 
evidence is trustworthy and fully corroborated.} 

(1884) 15 Cox C C 291 (318), Beg. v. Thomas Ghalalghar. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 225 (229) : 19 Ind Cas 321 (Bom), Emperor v. Knhcrappa. 

(’25) .AIR 1925 Cal 872 (874):52 Cal 595 :2G Cr.L.J.1037,Lcif« Molla v. Emperor. 

(’69) 11 Suth W R Cr 21 (21), Queen v. Kalla Chand. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 305 (315) : 14 I. C. 849 : 35 Mad 247, Emperor v. Nilahanta. 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 148 (152), Saya Kyc v. Queen-Empress. 

(’86) 188G All W N 65 (66), Empress v. Knrc. 

8. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 822 (824) : 31 Cri L Jour 809, Emperor v. Mathews. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 850 (854) : 31 Cri L Jour 517, Baham Singh v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 96 (99) : 34 Cri L Jour 421, Baghunath Panday v.' Emperor. 

(’87) 9 All 528 (554) : 18S7 A W N 156, Queen -Empress v. Qobardhan. 

(’01) 26 Bom 193 (197) : 3 Bom L R 694, Emperor v. Malhar Martand. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 24 (25) : 34 Cri L Jour 136, AlHsab Bajcsah v. Emperor. (A 
person who has been convicted and sentenced on his own plea continues to be an 
accomplice and his evidence should be corroborated.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 225 (227) : 19 Ind Cas 321 (Bom), Emperor v. Knhcrappa. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 296 (302) : 53 Bom 479 : 31 Cri L Jour 65, Emperor v. C. E. 
Bing. (The testimony of accomplices, who are victimised by police-officer into 
offering them illegal gratification or have not willingly done so, requires a much 
slighter degree of corroboration.) 

(’79) 4 Cal 483 (490, 496) : 3 C L R 270 (FB), Empress v. Ashootosh Chuhcrhutty. 

(1900) 27 Cal 144 (155), Queen-Empress v. Dcodliar Singh. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 452 (455) : 33 Cal 649 : 10C W N 669, Dconnndan v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 14S (149) : 34 Cr. L. J. 675, Sudan Chandra Bag v. Emperor. 
(Co-accused against whom charge is withdrawn unconditionally is more reliable 
witness than accomplice under conditional pardon,) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lnh 1 (22) : 3 Lah 144 : 23 Cr. L. J. 513, Mahant Narainr. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 345 (316) : 24 Cri L Jour 618 ,Jchana v. Emperor. (One who 
deposes that he only helped the accused in disposing of the body of the deceased 
after he was killed by the accused is no accomplice.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 380(383): 17 CriL Jour 97, Bachintav. Emperor. (Question of 
value to be attached to accomplice’s statement must be decided upon particular 

pivpnmcfnTif'PQ nf no nli nncp l 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 391 (392) ; 25 Cr. L. J. 204, Nawabr. Croton. (When a person 
sees a murder committed but gives no information thereof, his evidence must be 
considered as no bettor than that of an accomplice.) 

(’21^AIR 1921 Lah 267 (269) : 21 Cri L Jour 507, Sunder . Singh v. Emperor. 
(Uncorroborated statement of approver taken at the end of trial is valueless.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 432 (434) : 6 Lah 183 : 20 Cri L Jour 1238, Bahawala v. The 
Crown. (Witness accused’s paramour and assisting him to put murdered man on 
bed and covering him with clmdar — Other circumstances — Corroboration of evi- 
dence was held essential.) 

(’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 42 (45), Mamun v. Queen-Empress, 


• Ifc is not necessary, however, that an accomplice should he 
corroborated as regards every portion of his statement and in all its 
details . 7 In determining the weight to be attached to such evidence 
and the amount of corroboration required in each particular case, the 
Court must exercise careful discrimination and consider all the 
surrounding circumstances including the character and antecedents of 
the accomplice, the extent of his complicity in the crime and the 
circumstances under which his evidence is tendered . 8 The evidence in 


(’89) 1889 Rat 466 (4G6) Queen-Empress v. Bama. 

(’96) 1896 Rat 848 (848, 849), Queen-Empress v. Dhondi. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 17 (17), Queen v. Byhunt Nath. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 701 (702) : 51 Cal 160 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1000, Emperor v. Jamaldi. 
(’86) 2 Weir 742 (744), In re Alagappan Bali. 

(’68) 4 Mad H C R App vii (vii, viii). 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudli 207 (208) : 29 Cr. L. J. 311, Mani Bam v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 630 (631) : 8 Pat 235 : 30 Cr.L.J. 137, Battan v. Emperor . 
7. (’39) AIR 1939 All 567 (571) : 40 Cr.L.J. 856:ILR(1939)AU 736 ,Bhola Nath v. 
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corroboration should be satisfactory and reliable and should be derived 
from independent and unimpeachable sources or circumstances . 0 It 

{’28) AIR 1928 Lah 30 (32) : 28 Cri L Jour 564, TDisir Ckand v. Emperor. (It is 
very difficult to vary standard of corroborative proof required in case of various 
approvers. Tender age is no ground for applying lenient standard.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lali 540 (542) : 31 Cri L Jour 50, Hayattt v. Emperor. (Witnesses 
who are accessories after the fact are in the same position as accomplices and 
tbeir evidence requires corroboration.) 

{’31) AIR 1931 Lab 178 (179) : 32 Cr. L. J. 684, Shcr Jang v. Emperor. (Extent 
of corroboration varies with circumstances of each case.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lab 73 (75, 80) : 32 Cr.L.J. 1036, NanakChand v. Emperor. (Do.) 
■(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 871 (876) : 35 Cri L Jour 137, Emperor v. Bai Singh Narain 
Singh. (Where approver’s evidence is false as against one accused it should not 
be accepted against other accused.) 

(’03) 26 Mad 1 (8): 2 Weir 521, Emperor v. Edward Wiliam Smithcr. (Witnesses 
who took no part in the transaction but merely witnessed it are not ‘accomplices.’) 
■(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 305 (314, 315) : 35 Mad 247 : 14 I. C. 849, Emperor x. Kilakanta. 
(Oral testimony of independent witnesses is not necessary to corroborate accom- 
plice’s evidence.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 207 (207) : 19IndCas20? (Mad), Killikyatra Bomma v. Emperor. 
{’29) AIR 1929 Nag 215 (217) : 30 Cr.L.J. 311, Muhammad Usitf Khan v. Emperor. 
■(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 97 (104) : 31 Cri L Jour 153, Daulat v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudb 11(15, 16) : 33 Cr.L.J. 287, Jai Singh v. Emperor. (Evidence 
of the accomplice after the fact requires corroboration.) 

•(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 232 (235) : 5 Pat 63 : 27 Cr.L.J. 4S4, Jag wa Dhanuk v. Emperor. 
(Accomplice should be corroborated in material points as to the part played by 
his accomplices.) 

•(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 630 (631) : 8 Pat 235 : 30 Cri L Jour 137, Italian Dhanuk v. 

Emperor. (Corroboration is required with respect to each individual accused.) 
■(’97-1901) 1 Upp Bur Rul 173 (174), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun Bate. 

(’24) AIR 1924Rangl73(174):lRang 609:25 Cr.L.J.381, Mating Layx. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 235 (242) : 9 Rang 404 : 33 Cri L Jour 205 (SB), Aung Ela 
r. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 202 (265) : 6 Sind L R 195 : 19 I. C. 534, Bamchand v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 117 (118) : 8 S L R 203 : 16 Cr.L.J. 233, PunJm v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 295 (295) : 19 SLR 111 : 26 Cr.L.J. 1028, Emperor x. Sunder das. 
(’2S) 29 Cri L Jour 209 (210) : 107 Ind Cas 97 (Lah), Naraina v. Emperor. 

(’78) 4 Cal 483 (490) : 3 Cal L R 270 (FB), In re Ashuiosh Ghuckerbutty. (Confes- 
sion of co-accused — Extent of corroboration required depends on the circumstances 
of each particular case.) 

[See also (’96) 23 Cal 361 (366), Alimuddin v. Queen-Empress. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 55 (56), Queen v. Ghando Chandalince. (Evidence of ac- 
complices after the fact requires corroboration.) 

•(’94) 21 Cal 328 (336), Ishan Chandra v. Queen-Empress. (Do.) 

>(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 571 (574) : 15 I. C. 987 (Cal), Lalan Malik v. Emperor. (In 
all cases depending on evidence of an informer, the degree of support that the 
evidence requires must depend on the amount of credit in each particular case to 
be attached to informer.)] 

■9. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 400 (401) : 17 Lah 518 : 37 Cr. L. J. 597, Kartar Singh v. 

Emperor. (Motive is not corroborative evidence.) 

■(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 568 (571) : 6 Bom L R 481, Empress v. Baji Krishna. 

■(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 16 (21) : 10 Beng L R App 455?i, Queen v. Mohesh Biswas. 
■{’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 554 (555) : 13 Oudh Cas 243 : 7 1. C. 1012, HiraLal v. Emperor. 
(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 437 (437) (Lah), Kalloo v. Grown. 

(’ll) 13 Cr.L.J. 424 (425, 426) : 14 Ind Cas 968 : 1 UppBurRul 3rd Qr. 96, Ah Tat 
v. Emperor. (Hearsay evidence is inadmissible even to corroborate evidence of 
accomplice.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 683 (683) : 25 Cr. L. J. 495, Saudagar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’78) 4 Cal 483 (490, 494) : 3 C L R 270 (FB), Empress v. Ashuiosh Ghuckerbutty. 

(Such evidence should if believed be sufficient to base a conviction.) 

■(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 283 (234) : 14 Ind Cas 667 (Cal), Tnfani 'Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Evidence of motive can never by itself be sufficient to corroborate any state- 
ment requiring corroboration.) 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 605 (608) : 6 Lah 415 : 27 Cr. L. J. 514, Praiab Singh v. 
Emperor. (But confession of accused himself is corroboration.) 
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Section 337' lias generally been held that evidence in corroboration must not merely 
Note 17 consist of statements or evidence of other accomplices 10 or confessions 
of co-accused . 11 But it would appear that this is only a general rule 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lali 587 (588): 31 Cr. L.J. 91, Mohr Singh v. Emperor. (Evidence of 
the son of the accomplice who repeated what he had been tutored to say is no 
corroboration.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 298 (300) : 33 Cri L Jour 251, Surjan Singh v. Emperor. 

• (Approver’s evidence may be corroborated by accused’s own confession.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 526 (527) : 26 Cr. L. J. 875, Jit Singh v. Emperor. (Motive 
is not corroborative evidence.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 295 (298) : 25 Cr. L. J. 391, Shoo Ambar v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 100 (103) : 33 Cr. L. J. 324, Khairaiiram v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 374 (376) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1146, In re Ibrahim. (The evidence of 
a witness who supports approver is a corroboration even if the evidence was 
known to the police before the approver was examined by them.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 105 (119) : 32 Cr. L. J. 383, Kailash Missir v. Emperor. (Sus- 
picion however grave never amounts to legal corroboration.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 406 (407), Dhannu Bclclar v. Emperor. (Motive or animosity 
is no corroborative evidence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 23 (24) : 35 Cr. L. J. 352, Jiwan Singh v. Emperor. (Motive 
is no corroborative evidence.) 

[Nee also (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 571 (574) : 15 Ind Cas 987 (Cal), Lalan Mallih v. 
Emperor. (In cases depending on evidence of an informer, degree of support that 
the evidence requires must depend on amount of credit to be attached to 
informer.)] 

10 . (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 433 (445): 38Cr.L.J. 852 (SB), Nitai Chandrav. Emperor. 
(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 1096 (1098) : 165 I C 144 (Oudh), Bliabhuti v. Emperor. 

(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 840 (843) : 163 I. C. 566 (Cal), Bimal Krishna v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 P C 242 (246) : 37 Cri L Jour 914 (PC), Mahadco v. The King. 

(’85) 8 All 306 (312) : 1S85 AWN 311, Queen-Empress v. Bam Sa7-an. 

(’76) 25 Suth W R Cr 43 (43), Queen v. Baijoo Chowdhry. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 6 (8) : 34 Cri L Jour 23, Kashem Ali v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 745 (747) : 30 Cri L Jour 586, Latafat Hossain v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 678 (680) : 35 Cri L Jour 1357 (SB), Hafizuddin v. Emperor: 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 211 (214, 215): 1 All L Jour 110, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 168 (169) : 1919 Pun Re No. 20 Cr : 20 Cri L Jour 191,. 
Shahra v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 850 (853) : 31 Cri L Jour 517, Eaham Singh v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 946 (946) : 35 Cri L Jour 79, Parbhu v. Emperor. (Approvers 
having ample opportunity to consult each other before becoming approvers — They 
should not be considered as corroborating each other.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 171 (172, 173) : 36 Cr.L. J. 491, Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 215 (218, 219): 30 Cr. L. J. 311, Md. Usuf Khan v. Emperor. 
(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 224 (226), Queen-Empress v. Nga Ya Bo. (Though evi- 
dence of approver may in certain circumstances be sufficient to corroborate evidence' 
of another approver, still it must be regarded with suspicion.) 

[See also (’33) AIR1933 Rang 116(117): 34 Cr.L.J. 929, Nga Aung Pa v. Emperor. 
[But see (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 491 (494) : 37 Cri L Jour 280, Maung Tha Ka Do 
v. Emperor. (Evidence of the accomplice can be used for the purpose of corrobo- 
rating the evidence of the approvers,)) 

11 . (’33) AIR 1933 All 31 (36) : 55 All 91 : 34 Cr. L. J. 489, Nazir v. Emperor.. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 112 (113) : 18 I.C. 672 (All), Debi Dayal v. Emperor. (Retracted 

confessions do not constitute corroboration of high value though they may be- 
taken into consideration against co-accused.) 

(’95) 1895 Rat 750 (752), Qzicen-Empress v. Bhagya, 

(’76) 1 Bom 475 (476), Beg. v. Budhu Nanku. 

(’84) 10 Cal 970 (974), Queen- Empress v, Bcpin Biswas. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 69 (71), Queen v. Sadhu, Mundul. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 68 (69), Queen v. Udhan Bind. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 358 (359) : 19 Cri L Jour 439, Gurdit Singh v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 215 (215, 216) : 23 Cri L Jour 158, Bala v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 1 (23) : 3 Lah 144 : 23 Cr. L. J. 513, Narain v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 76 (78) : 23 Cri L Jour 597, Ahmad Nur v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 408 (414) : 32 Cri L Jour 818, Indar Datt v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 298 (300) : 33 Cri L Jour 251, Surjan Singh v. Emperor.- 
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and it. cannot be affirmed that in no circumstances can the evidence of 
one accomplice be used to corroborate that of another . 12 In this 
connexion, the following observations of a Full Bench of the Rangoon 
High Court 12a may be quoted : 

“From a consideration of all the matters to be dealt with it is apparent : First : 
Provided it has been established by extraneous evidence or matters appearing on 
the record that the accomplices are not acting in collusion with one another, the 
cumulative eflect of the evidence of two or more of them may be sufficient to 
remove the prima facie presumption of the individual unworthiness of credit of 
their statements, and, if this be the case, a conviction may legitimately be recorded 
upon their statements alone, if the Court is convinced of their truth. The same 
observation applies to the cumulative effect of the evidence of an accomplice and 
the confession of a co-accused where the presumption of their unreliability has, in 
the special circumstances, been rebutted. Secondly : That evidence from a source 
which is not prima facie unworthy of credit may prove a fact which displaces in 
a particular case the presumption that an accomplice is unworthy of credit. 
Thirdly : That corroboration must proceed from a source extraneous to the person 
whose testimony it is sought to corroborate. But it may consist of extraneous 
proof of a fact relating to that very person’s prior conduct.” 

It is not enough if the corroborative evidence is of a vague or 
general nature and relates merely to the circumstances of the occurrence 
or to the details of the crime . 13 It should refer and relate distinctly to 
the complicity of the accused in such offence and also to the identity 
of each of the accused . 14 


(’86) 2 Weir 742 (744), In rc Alagappan. 

(’02) 25 Mad 143 (148) : 2 Weir 800, King-Emperor v. Mohitiddin Saheb. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 78 (80) : 25 Cri L .Tour 1067, Sheroo v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 369 (371) : 25 Cri L Jour 1207, Parmeshwar v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 355(360): 9Luck22:35Cr.L.J.273,I?C7jiAffld/iov. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Bom 305(311) : 14 Cr.L.J. 625 : 3S Bom 156, Gangappa v. Emperor. 
[See however (’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 360 (375) : 1907 All W N 140 : 29 All 434 : 4 A L J 
310, Eehri v. Emperor. (Conviction of accused even on unsupported evidence of 
confession of co-accused would not be illegal.)] 

[Hut see (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 116 (116) : 38 Cri L Jour 705, Nga Tun Shwc v. 
Emperor. (Approver can be corroborated by the confession of a co-accused jointly 
tried with the accused for the same offence even where both the approver and 
the confessor retract their statements — See also AIR 1938 Rang 177 (SB).)] 

12. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 686 (667) : 25 Cri L Jour 520, Darya Singh v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Bang 57 (58) : 11 Rang 4 : 34 Cri L Jour 286, Nga Nyein v. 

Emperor. (Only the care to be exercised in such cases should be great.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 173 (174), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun Baw. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 513 (517) : 62 Cal 238 : 36 Cri L Jour 1115 (SB), Emperor v. 
Nirmal Jiban Ghose. 

12a. (’38) AIR 1938 Rang 177 (179) : 39 Cri L Jour 581 : 1938 Rang L R 190(FB), 
Einq v. Nga Myo. (Overruling dicta to the contrary in AIR 1931 Rang 235 and 
AIR 1937 Rang 209.) 

13. Sec (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 581 (590) : 28 Cri L Jour 625, Barkati v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 317 (319) : 18 Cri L Jour 696, Nand Singh v. Emperor. 

14. (’39) AIR 1939 Mad 469 (469, 470) : 40 Cri L Jour 801, In re Subbanna. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Cal 433(437,445): 38 Cr.L.J. 852 (SB), Nitai Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 P C 242 (246) : 37 Cri L Jour 914 (PC), Mahadeo v. The King. 

((1916) 2KB 658, Bex v. Baskerville, followed.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 400 (401): 17 Lah 518 : 37 Cr. L. J. 597, Eartarv. Emperor. 
(’36) 37 Cri L Jour 840 (843) : 163 I. G. 566 (Cal), Bimal Krishna v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Cal 114 (115) : 35 Cri L Jour 551, Shibadas Daio v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 715 (716) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1317, Slieo Narain Singh v. Emperor. 
(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 80 (84) : Beng L R Sup Vol 459, In re Elahee Buksh. 

(1916) 2 K B 658 (665) : 86 L J K B 28 : 115 L T 453 : 80 J P 446 : 25 Cox C C 
524 : 60 S J 696, Bex v. Baskcrville. (Referred to in AIR 1931 Mad 689.) 

(1849) 3 Cox C C 526 (531), Beg. v. Mullins. (Referred to in 8 All 509.) 
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(’33) AIR 1933 All 31,(35, 3G) : 55 All 91 : 34 Cri L Jour 489, Nazir x. Emperor. 
(’85) 8 All 306 (310, 313) : 1885 All IV N 311, Queen-Empress x. j Ram Saran. 
((1834) G C & P 595, B. v. Webb, Relied on.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 1G2 (1G7) : 3G Cri L Jour G84, Bacha Babu v. Emperor. 

(’76) 187G Rat 102 (105), Beg. v. Cliatur. (There must be corroborative evidence 
as to corpus delicti also.) 

(’96) 1896 Rat 840 (840), Queen-Empress v. Dhondi Baoji. 

(’76) 1 Bom 475 (476), Beg. v. Budhu Nanku. 

(’85) 10 Bom 319 (327), Queen-Empress v, Erislinabhat. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 568 (572, 575) : 6 Bom L R 481, Emperor v. Baji Krishna. 
(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 33 (38) : 7 Bom L R 969, Emperor v. Srinivas. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 286 (288) : 56 Bom 172 : 33 Cr. L. J. 396, Ganu v. Emperor. 
(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 8 (8), Queen v. Issen Mundle, 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 18 (18), Queen v. Dwarka. 

(’67) 8 Suth IV R Cr 19 (23), Queen v. Nawab Jan. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 17 (17, 18), Queen v. Bykunt Naih Baker jee. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 16 (21) : 10 Beng L R 455a, Queen x. Mohcsh Bisivas. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 69 (71), Queen v. Sadhu Mvndul. 

(’02) 29 Cal 782 (787) : 6 C W N 553, Jamiruddi Masalli v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour .286 (289) : 38 Cal 559 : 10 I. C. 582, Emperor v. tfoui Gopal. 
(’21) 22 Cri L Jour 676 (677) : 63 Ind Cas 612 (613) (Lah), Sardara x. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 430 (432): 31 Cri L Jour 1115, Alonohar Mandal v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 697 (702) : 33 Cr.L.J. 19 (SB), Ambica Charan Boy x. Emperor. 
(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 14 (16): 1902 Pun L R No. 57, Wazir Khan x. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 297 (297) : 17 Cri L Jour 156, Nikka v. Crown. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 317 (319) : 18 Cri L Jour 696, Nand Singh v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 487 (488) : 23 Cri L Jour 476, Fatta x. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 385 (386) : 25 Cri L Jour 252, Suleman x. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lali 727 (728) : 25 Cri L Jour 1347, Hazara Singh v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 10 (10) : 27 Cri L Jour 1294, Kalin v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 581 (585, 590) : 2S Cri L Jour 625, Barkati x. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 680 (682, 684) : 30 Cri L Jour 292, Natliu x. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lali 850 (854) : 31 Cri L Jour 517, Hakam Singh v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 406 (407) : 32 Cri L Jour 1049, Amar Nath x. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 73 (75, SO): 32 Cri L Jour 1036, Nanakchand x. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 180 (181) : 33 Cri L Jour 414, Gchna x. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 204 (207) : 33 Cri L Jour 242, Banbir Singh x. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 294 (29G) : 35 Cri L Jour 641, Dalip Singh v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 132 (133) : 36 Cri L Jour 617, Abdul Salam x. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 311 (317) : 18 Cri L Jour 852, Sahai Singh x. Emperor. 
(Accused found in company of approver shortly after commission of crime is 
strong indication of fellowship in crime.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 305 (34G) : 35 Mad 247 : 14 I. C. 849, Emperor v. Nilkanfa. 
(’29) 1929 Mad W N 698 (706, 707), Abboi Naidu x. Emperor. 

(’29) 1929 Mad IV N 794 (795), Sundaravi x. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 6S9 (691, 694, 696) : 54 Mad 931 : 33 Cri L Jour 51, Venkata- 
subba Bcddi x. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 222 (223, 224): 30 CriL Jour 331, Lodya Mahar x. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 97 (99, 100) : 31 Cri L Jour 153, Daulat x. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 71 (75) : 4 I. C. 8S4 : 12 Oudh Cas 418, Hubba x. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 537 (539) : 12 Ind Cas 513 (Oudh), Makbul Ahmad x. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 321 (326) : 30 Cri L Jour 922, Laic v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 455 (459) : 32 Cri L Jour 162, Bachchu x. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 11 (16) : 33 Cri L Jour 287, Jai Singh x. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 317 (321) : 7 Luck 511 : 33 Cri L Jour 920, Emperor x. 
Magbool Ahmad Khan. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 630 (631):8 Pat 235:30 Cr.L.J. 137, BallanDhanukx. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 164 (166) : 32 Cri L Jour 5, Shco Barhi x. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 96 (99) : 34 Cri L Jour 421, Baghunath Bander) x. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pat 112 (113) : 34 Cri L Jour 476, Dhaju Mandal v. Emperor. 
(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Bui 322 (322), Nga Shiuc v. Queen-Empress. 

(’28) 30 Cr. L. J. 57 (61) : 113 I. C. 73 (Cal), Kailash Chandra Bishi x. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 600 (601, 602) : 26 Cri L Jour 1141, Emperor x. Bam Karan. 
(Mere presence of accused before murder was committed does not connect accused 
with the crime.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 227 (229) (Lah), Chet Singh x. Emperor. (Mere fact that accused 
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It is not strictly necessary, however, that the corroboration should 
he afforded only by d i red evidence — it may in certain cases be provided 
by circumstantial evidence . 15 But the circumstantial evidence should 
be such as would unmistakably lead to the inference of guilt and be 
reasonably inconsistent with the theory about the innocence of the 
accused . 10 

was seen with daeoits does not corroborate participation in crime.) 

[See also (’16) AIR 1916 Lah 433 (437) : 1916 Pun Re Ro. 7 Cr : 17 Cr. L. J. 273, 
Bam Singh v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 873 (874) : 15 Lah 491 : 36 Cri L Jour 383, Eanshi Bam v. 
Emperor. (Witness failing to identify accused in Court — There is no sufficient 
corroboration of approver’s testimony.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 562 (563) : 12 I. C. 650 (Mad), Venkata Bcddi v.NagiBcddi. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 244 (246) : 16 Cri L Jour 634 (636), Uda v. Emperor. 
(An approver's testimony is not sufficiently corroborated by the production by 
accused of stolen property from a place not in possession of accused, ns such 
evidence is easy to fabricate.)] 

15. (’35) AIR 1935 All 132 (133, 134) : 36 Cr.L.J. 617, Abdul Salam v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 153 (155) : 26 Cri L Jour 343, Hakim v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 335 (335) : 25 Cri L Jour 234, Khushal Singh v. Emperor. 
(Production of stolen property by accused is corroboration.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 294 (296) : 35 Cri L Jour 641, Dalip Singh v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Rag 172 (173) : 23 Cri L Jour 391, Eisan v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 314 (315) : 27 Oudh Cas 29 : 25 Cri L Jour 785, Emperor v. 
Bam Charon. (Identification by three persons and recovery of stolen property 
with accused constitute very satisfactory corroboration.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 321 (326) : 30 Cri L Jour 922, Laic v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 455 (459) : 32 Cri L Jour 162, Bachchu v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cri ( L Jour 863 (864) : 111 Ind Cas 447 (Lah), Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(Production of stolen property by accused from place not in possession of accused 
is corroboration.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 482 (483) : 58 Bom 40 : 35 Cri L Jour 317, Shanker Shet v. 
Emperor. (A circumstance cannot furnish corroboration of the story of the 
approver if it is by itself susceptible of innocent explanation.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 132 (133, 134) : 36 Cri.L Jour 617, Abdul Salam v. Emperor. 

16. (’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 251 (253): 32 Cr.L.J. 1184 (1185) : 6 Luck 658, Gaya Prasad 
v. Emperor. 

Sec the following cases illustrating the proposition : 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 697 (702) : 33 Cr. L. J. 19 (SB), Ambica Charan v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 389 (390) : 25 Cri L Jour 259, IP adhawa Singh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 426 (426) : 26 Cr. L. J. 693, Maula Dad v. Emperor. (Stolen 
property being found in possession of accused is sufficient corroboration.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 621 (622, 623) : 33 Cr. L. J. 916 : 14 Lah 411, Slier Singh v. 
Emperor. (Fact that accused produced certain articles belonging to deceased is 
sufficient to jusitify conviction of accused on charge of murder when there is 
general corroboration of approver's story.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 689 (691, 694, 696) : 54 Mad 931 : 33 Cr. L. J. 51, Venkata- 
subba P.eddi v. Emperor. (Mere strong suspicion is not enough — Benefit of 
doubt must be given to accused.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 353 (356) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1210, Hazari v. Emperor. (Person 
found in possession of stolen articles must be presumed to be either thief or 
receiver of stolen property.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 244 (245, 246) : 16 Cr. L. J. 634, Uda v. Emperor. (Pro- 
duction of stolen property from a place not in the possession of accused is no 
corroboration.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 681 (685) : 10 Lah 265 : 29 Cr L J 851, Gliatru v. Emperor. 
(Accused’s conduct may be considered in corroboration of approver’s testimony.) 
(1919) 1 K B 431 (434): 88 L J KB 551: 120 L T 572: 83 J P 123: 14 Cr App R 1: 
26 Cox C C 387, Beg v. ilarks Fcigenbaum. (Do.) 

(’03) 2 Weir 809a (809u), Narayanswami v. Emperor. (Corroboration by conduct 
of accused.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 392(394), Ghulam Hassan v. Emperor. (Discovery of blood in 
convict’s house and on his nails and suspicious conduct corroborate accomplice.) 
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himself instead of committing him for trial to the Court of Session or 
the High Court . 5 

The fact that the Magistrate in tendering the pardon did so after 
consulting the Provincial Government and with its authority will not 
affect the position of the accused or the approver, and once pardon 
has been tendered, the trial must not be by another Magistrate, even 
though he is vested under S. 30 to try such an offence, but by the 
High Court or the Sessions Court . 0 

19. Detention of approver in custody — Sub-section (3). — 

If the person to whom a pardon is tendered is not already on bail , he 
has to be detained in judicial custody until the termination of the 
trial ; he cannot be released on bail under the provisions of ss. 497 and 
493. 1 The custody contemplated is judicial custody and is not the 
custody of the police . 2 The approver should be detained in such 
custody until the proceedings are terminated by a magisterial order of 
discharge or until after the termination of the sessions trial . 3 

There is no jurisdiction to order the detention of the approver 
till the expiration of the period of limitation for filing an appeal from 
the decision in the case. His detention can only be ordered till the 
•termination of the trial . 4 

338.* At any time after commitment, but 
Power to direct before judgment is passed, the Court 

tender of pardon. to which the commitment is made 

may, with the view of obtaining on the trial the 
evidence of any person supposed to have been directly 

* 1882 : S. 338; 1872 : S. 348; 1861 : S. 219. 

5. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 356 (361, 362) : 37 Cri L Jour 758 : I L R (1937) 1 Cal 711 
(FB), Earihar Sinha v. Emperor. (Per Full Bench — Mukerji, J., contra.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 281(282) ; 36 Cr. L. J. 884, Md. Saleuddin v. Emperor. (In so 
far as the provisions of S.337 are inconsistent with the Act, the Aot will prevail.) 

6. (’38) ADR 1938 P C 266 (269, 270) : ILR (1938) Lah 628 : 65 IA 388 : 32 SLR 
937 : 40 Cr.L.J. 360 (PC), Fagir Singh v. Emperor. (Overruling AIR 1936 Lah 353.) 

Note 19 

1. (1900) 13 C P L R Cr 7 (8), Empress v. Bodhan. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 40 (41) ; 33 Cri L Jour 906, Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 
>(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 173 (173, 174) : 28 Cr. L. J. 439, Muhammad Abdul Majid 
v. Emperor. (Rupchand Bilaram, A. J. C., observed however that the restriction 
in S. 337, sub-section (3), does not deprive the power of the Sessions Court or the 
High Court to grant bail to the approver.) 

[But see (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr L 17 (17). (Decided under Code of 1861.)] 

See also S. 498 Note 2. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 40 (42) : 33 Cri L. Jour 906, Ali Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 476 (478, 479) ; 12 Lah 635 : 32 Cr. L. J. 913, In the matter 

of Ehairali Bam. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 480 (480) : 33 Cri L Jour 162, Emperor v. Banbir Singh. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 473 (473): 12 Lah 623:32 Cr.L.J. 909, Eundan Lai v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 353 (356, 359) : 12 Lah 604 : 32 Cr.L.J. 785, Eundan Lai v. 
Emperor. 

See also S. 167 Note 12. 

3. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 842(843, 844) : 17 I. C. 714 : 37 Bom 146, Emperor v. Intya 
Salabat Khan. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 545 (545,546): 62 Cal 430 : 36 Cr.L.J. 1308, Sultan v. Emperor. 
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Section 339 


or indirectly concerned in, or privy to, any such 
offence, tender, or order the committing Magistrate or 
the District ■ Magistrate to tender, a pardon on the 
same condition to such person. 

1. Scope of the section. — Section 337 provides for tender of pardon 
to an accomplice during the stage of investigation or of inquiry into 
the offence by a Magistrate. This section enables the Sessions Judge 
to tender, or direct the Magistrate or District Magistrate to tender, 
a pardon after the commitment of the case . 1 He has power to tender 
a pardon or to direct the tender of pardon at any time before judgment 
is pronounced ; 2 but he should not exercise such power after the evidence 
for the prosecution and of the defence has been taken and the opinion 
of the assessors has also been given . 3 Where the tender of pardon made 
by the Magistrate. is bound to be invalid, the Sessions Judge may make 
a valid tender of pardon under this section . 4 

2. Offences in respect of which pardon may be tendered. — 
A pardon may be tendered, under this section, Jn respect of any of the 
offences mentioned in s. 337, after the case has been committed by the 
Magistrate under sub-s. (2A) of that section. See section 337 Note 5. 

3. “Any person supposed to have been directly or indirectly con- 

cerned in, or privy to, any such offence.” — See S. 337 Note 8. 


339. * (1) Where a pardon has been tendered 
Commitment of under section 337 or section 338, and 
pardon hasten the Public Prosecutor certifies that 
tendered. in his opinion any person who has 

accepted such tender has, either by wilfully concealing 
anything essential or by giving false evidence, not 


Commitment of -per- 
son to whom pardon 
has been tendered. 


* Code of 1898, original S. 339. ■ 

339. (1) Where a pardon has been tendered under S. 337 or S. 338, and 
any person who has accepted such tender has, either by 
wilfully concealing anything essential or by giving false 
evidence, not complied with the condition on which the 
tender was made, he mny be tried for the oCence in 
respect of which the pardon was so tendered or for any other offence of which he 
appears to have been guilty in connexion with the same matter. 

(2) The statement made by a person who has accepted a tender of pardon 
may be given in evidence against him when the pardon has been forfeited under 
this section. 

(3) No prosecution for the offence of giving false evidence in respect of suck 
statement shall be entertained without the sanction of the High Court. 

1882' : S. 339; 1872 : S. 349; 1861 : S. 211. 


Section 338 — Note 1 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 P C 26G (2G8): I L R (1938) Lah G28 : 32 S L R 937: 40 Cr.L.J. 
360 (PC), Faqir Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (’67) 7Suth WRGr78(78 ),In the matter of Nistarinee Delia. (Under theCodeof 
1861 it was held that Sessions Judge could not tender a pardon before a trial.) 

3. (’84) 1884 All W N 147 (148), Empress v. Hullia. 

4. (’82) 1882 All W N 241 (241), Empress v. Kashia. 
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complied with the condition on which the tender was 
made, such person may he tried for the offence in 
respect of which the pardon was so tendered, or for 
any other offence of which he appears to have been 
guilty in connexion with the same matter : 

Provided that such person shall not be tried 
jointly with any of the other accused, and that he 
shall be entitled to plead at such trial that he has 
complied with the conditions upon which such tender 
was made ; in which case it shall be for the prosecution 
to prove that such conditions have not been complied 
with. 


(2) The statement made by a person who has 
accepted a tender of pardon may be given in evidence 
against him at such trial. 


(3 ) No prosecution for the offence of giving 
false evidence in respect of such statement shall be 
entertained without the sanction of the High Court. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. The certificate of the Public 

Prosecutor. 

3. “Any person who has accepted 

such tender.” 

4. Non-compliance with the condi- 

tions. 

5. “Wilfully concealing anything 

essential.” 


6. Effect of pardon. 

7. Procedure at the trial — Joint 

trial. 

8. Plea of pardon in bar. SeeS. 339A. 

9. Use of statements made by the 

approver — Sub-section (2). 
10. Prosecution for perjury — Sanc- 
tion of the High Court. 


Other Topics (viiscellaneous) 


Application for sanction and not letter 
of reference. See Note 10. 

Approver’s absconding. See Note 5. 

Approver’s statements — Evidence in 
civil suit. See Note 9. 

Approver’s statement — Evidence in 
prosecution for perjury. See Note 9. 

Approver’s statements — Non-applica- 
bility of S. 24, Evidence Act. See 
Note 9. 

Certificate and sanction. See Note 10. 

Certificate of Public Prosecutor not 
needed in cases already pending. See 
Note 2. 

Committal without certificate. See 
Note 2. 

Discharge of approver after termination 
of trial. See Note 7. 

Examination of approver not needed. 
See Notes 9 and 10. 

Pacts insufficient for forfeiture of par- 
don. See Note 4. 

Facts sufficient for forfeiture. See 
Note 4. 

Forfeiture of pardon — Which Court to 
decide. See Note 2. 


No duty of disclosure as to other offences. 
See Note 5. 

No prosecution of approver for other 
offences disclosed. See Note 6. 

Onus on prosecution to prove forfeiture. 
See Note 4. 

Pardon accepted but resiled from sub- 
sequently. See Note 3. 

Proof and explanation of approver’s 
statements. See Note 9. 

Re-arrest of approver. See Note 7. 
Retracted statements — Corroboration 
needed. See Note 9. 

Sanction before prosecution. See Note 10. 
Sanction of High Court — Discretion. 
See Note 10. 

Sanction of High Court when granted. 
See Note 10. 

Sanction of High Court when refused. 
See Note 10. 

Strictest faith with approver. See Note 0. 
Sub-section (3) — Supplementary to 
Ss. 195 and 476. See Note 10. 

Want of sanction of High Court — In- 
curable. See Note 10. 

Withdrawal of pardon. See Note 4. 
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Notes 1-2 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced by the Code of 1898 — 

In sub -section (2) the word “forfeited” has been substituted for the 
word “withdrawn.” See Note 4. 

Changes introduced by Act XVIII of 1928 — 

(1) In sub-s.(l), the words “and the Public Prosecutor certifies that in 
his opinion" are new. See Note 2. 

(2) The proviso to sub-s.(i) is new. See Note 7. 

(3) The words “such person may be” after the words “was made” in 
sub-s.(i) were substituted for the words “he may be.” 

{4) The words “at such trial” at the end of sub-s.(2) were substituted 
for the words “when the pardon has been forfeited under this section.” 

2. The certificate of the Public Prosecutor. — Prior to the 
amendment of 1923; if the approver did not comply with the conditions 
■of pardon, the Court before which his evidence was given, could only 
record its opinion to the effect that he had not complied with the condi- 
tions of the pardon and leave it to the District Magistrate to prosecute 
him, if he thought fit to do so ; it could not itself direct a prosecution } 
It was, however, held in the undermentioned cases 3 that a Sessions 
Judge, before whom the evidence of the approver was given, could himself 
order the approver to be committed to trial, if he found that he did 
not comply with the conditions of the pardon. See also the under- 
mentioned cases, 3 decided before the amendment of 1923. These cases 
are no longer of any importance in view of the amendment of 1923, 
making the certificate of the Public Prosecutor, the sole basis for the 
prosecution of the approver for the original offence. 4 The Sessions 
Judge has, thus, no power to order the prosecution of the approver 
suo motu. 5 Where, however, proceedings had already been instituted 
.against the approver under this section before the date on which the 


Section 339 — Note 2 

J. (’15) AIR 1915 All 245(246): 37 All 331: 16 Cr. L. J. 483, Emperor v. Gangua. 
(’17) AIR 1917 L B 143 (145) : 8 Low Bur Rul 447 : 17 Cr. L. J. 337, Emperor v. 
Nya Po Ret. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Lah 222 (223) : 22 Cr. L. J. 12S, Daulat v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 568 (569) : 25 Cr. L. J. 121, Dil Bahadur v. Emperor. (AIR 
1915 Cal 667 and 1 Cr L J 1082, Eel. on.) 

■(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 376(376): 1 Lah 218: 21 Cr.L. J. 518, Ghanan Singh r. Emperor. 

3. (’97) 24 Cal 492 (493), Queen-Empress v. Hanick Chandra. (Only the autho- 
rity which granted pardon has the right to withdraw it.) 

(1900) 24 Mad 321 (325) : 2 Weir 396, Queen-Empress v. Bamasami. (Do.) 

(’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 49 (50), Crown v. Manna Singh. (Do.) 

(’98) 1898 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (2, 3), Mt. Taban v. Empress. (Do.) 

(’01) 1901 Pun L RNo. 149 p. 566 (567), Emperor v. Abdu Shah. (District Judge 
trying the case is competent to withdraw pardon granted to the accused by Addi- 
tional Magistrate during the course of enquiry.) 

.(’95) 1895 All W N 163 (164), Queen-Empress v. Bliola. .(After trial, District 
Magistrate has no power to revoke the pardon and institute proceedings.) 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 135 (136, 137) : 26 Cr.L. J. 469, Emperor v. Maria Basappa. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 15 (15) : 5 Lah 379 : 26 Cr. L. J. 237, Ali v. Emperor. ( Held 

that even where approver was declared by the District Magistrate to have forfeited 
his pardon before amendment of 1923, certificate of Public Prosecutor was essen- 
• tial, if proceedings were instituted after amendment.) 

(’26) 27 Gri L Jour 940 (941) : 96 Ind Cas 396 (Lah), Lai Shah v. Emperor. (Do.) 

5. (’,25) AIR 1925 Bom 135 (136, 137) : 26 Cr.L.J. 469, Emperor v. Maria Basappa. 
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amendment took effect, it was held that the certificate of the Public 
Prosecutor was not necessary . 6 

The certificate, which is required as a condition precedent to the 
trial of an approver, has to be filed before his trial commences in the 
Court of Session. It is not absolutely essential to file it in the 
committing Court and even if it is so, the absence of it is not fatal 
and the commitment can, in view of S. 532, be accepted by the Court of 
Session . 7 

This section does not require that the particulars in regard to 
which the pardon is alleged to have been forfeited should be given in 
the certificate, and a certificate cannot be said to be defective if it does 
not mention such particulars . 8 

It has been held that the person who is authorized to grant a 
certificate under this section is the Public Prosecutor who conducted 
the case in which the pardon was granted and that he need not 
necessarily occupy the position of Public Prosecutor on the date on 
which he grants the certificate . 9 But where a case was conducted by 
an Assistant Public Prosecutor in the Sessions Court and he expressed 
his intention not to take action against the approver, but subsequently 
the Public Prosecutor issued a certificate under this section, it was 
held that the certificate was not without jurisdiction . 10 

3. “Any person who has accepted such tender.” — In a 

proceeding against the approver under this section, it should first be 
proved that the approver accepted the conditions of the pardon ; l that 
is, that the conditions were fully explained to him, that he was free 
to accept or refuse the conditions and that he accepted the tender of 
pardon on a full understanding of such conditions . 2 It is also open to 
a person, who has accepted a pardon in the first instance, to resile 
from such acceptance and say that he may be tried in respect of the 
original offence in order that his character may be cleared. In such 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 172 (173) : 25 Cri L Jour 1355, Gangaram v. Emperor. 

7. (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 116 (116, 117) : 10 Luck 537 : 36 Cr.L.J. 377, Emperor v. 
Sadanand. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 219 (220, 221) : 3 Rang 55 : 27 Cr.L.J. 254, Nga Wa Gyi v. 
Emperor. 

See also S. 532 Note 2. 

8. (’36) AIR 1936 Lak 409 (411) : 37 Cri L Jour 732, Indar Pal v. Emperor. 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 409 (410) : 37 Cri L Jour 732, Indar Pal v. Emperor. 

10. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 114 (116) : 41 Cr.L. J. 747, Emperor v. Shahdino. (The 
general powers of control which the District Magistrate and the Public Prosecutor 
exercise are sufficiently wide to justify a prosecution being taken out of the hands 
of a particular Assistant Public Prosecutor at any stage of the proceedings and 
there is nothing in the Criminal Procedure Code which requires that when a 
Public Prosecutor has once appeared in a case all further proceedings must be 
conducted by him.) 

Note 3 

1. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 80 (81) : 6 Beng L R App 50, Queen v. Gagalu Magalu. 
(’24) AIR 1924 All 564 (564) : 26 Cr.L.J. 336, Palati Eai v. Emperor. (A person 

to whom pardon is tendered and who expresses a complete ignorance and states 
that he is indifferent whether a pardon is granted or not, is not a person accept- 
ing pardon.) 

2. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 7 (8), Nga Thin Kit v. Queen-Empress. 
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Section 339 
Notes 3-4 


cases, the provisions of this section do not apply and he may be tried 
jointly with the other accused . 3 See also S. 337. 

4. Non-compliance with the conditions. — Prior to the Code 
of 1898, the Magistrate or the Sessions Judge had to withdraw the 
pardon tendered to an approver under S. 337 or S. 338, before the 
approver could be tried for the offence, in respect of which the pardon 
was tendered . 1 Under the present Code, however, no such order is 
necessary and the only question, which the Court has to consider, 
before trying the approver for the original offence, is whether he has, 
by some act or omission on his part, failed to comply with the 
conditions of pardon . 2 It is the duty of the prosecution to establish 
that the approver has failed to comply with the conditions of the 
pardon, 2 * either — 

( a) by wilfully concealing anything essential, or 

(b) by wilfully giving false evidence . 3 

The mere fact that his alleged associates in crime, against whom 
he had given evidence, have been acquitted ,' 1 Or that the Sessions Judge 
or the Magistrate is of opinion that he was not telling the truth , 5 or 
that the facts stated by him are not probable , 0 or the mere fact that 
some discrepancies have been elicited from him in cross-examination , 7 


3. (’24) Affi 1924 Mad 391 (391, 392) : 25 Cri L Jour 210, Basircddy v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. See (’19) AIR 1919 Lull 449 (450) : 1918 P. R. No. 24 Cr : 19 Cri L Jour 926, 
Suraj Bkan v. Emperor. 

2. (’01) 25 Bom G75 (G79, G80) 3 Bom L R 271, Zing-Emperor v. Bala. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Sind 31 (32): 1G Sind LR 131: 23 Cr.L.J. Gil , Emperor v. HajiJiand. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lali 449 (450) : 1918 Pun Re No. 24 Cr: 19 Cri L Jour 926, Suraj 
Bkan v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 316 (317): 39 All 305: 18 Cr. L. J. 444, Khiali v. Emperor. 
2a. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 77 (77): 40 Cri L Jour 95G, Horilal v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Lab 799 (800) : 37 Cri L Jour 79, Dip Ghand v. Emperor. (Onus 
of proving forfeiture is on prosecution.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 773 (775), Soliyan v. Emperor. 

See also S. 339A Note 3. 

3. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 571 (575): 32 Mad 173: 2 I. C. 343, Killian v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 401 (403): 20 I.C. 225: 7 Low Bur Rul 1, Nga To Gale v. Emperor, 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 397 (39S): 42 Cal 756: 16 Cr.L.J. 120, Empcrorv. Saber Alcunji. 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal GG7 (G73):42 Cal 856:16 Cr.L.J. Go, Sashi Bajbanskix. Emperor. 
(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, p. 8S (93) : 1902 Pun L R No. 126, Eanwar Singh 

v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 10S2 (10S7): 1905 Pun L R No. 176: 1904 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, King- 
Emperor v. Kadu. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 342 (343) : 1905 Pun Re No. 59 Cr, Bahadur v. Emperor. 

(’89) 1889 Pun Re No. G Cr, p. 40 (42), Empress v. J1 It. Muriama. 

(1900) 3 Oudli Cas 245 (246), Queen-Empress v. Dcki. 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 773 (775), Soliyan v. Emperor. 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. G9 (72) : 1902 Pun L R No. 136, Hargalal 
v. Emperor. 

(’95) 1S95 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 47 (50), Habibulla v. Empress. (Mere suspicion 
that approver has given false evidence is insufficient.) 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 77 (78) : 91 Ind Cas 253 (Lab), Ahmed v. Emperor. 

See also Note 5. 

4. (’95) 1895 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 47 (49), Habibulla v. Empress. 

5. (’70) 14 Sutb W R Cr 10 (10), Queen v. Pctumbcr Dhoobee. 

6. (’01) 3 Bom L R 489 (502, 503), King-Emperor v. Trimbaha Dcwji. 

7. (’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, p. 88(93) : 1902 Pun LRNo. 12G, K-unwar Singh- 
v. Emperor. 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 76S (76S) : 95 Ind Cas 288 (Oudb), Emperor v. Jagannath. 
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or that there are certain inconsistencies in his evidence on immaterial 
points, 8 is not sufficient to show that the condition of the pardon 
has not been complied with. Where, however, the approver wilfully 
introduces discrepancies into his deposition, in order that the Court 
may hold that he is not a reliable witness, he forfeits his pardon. 9 

The Lahore High Court has held that it is not strictly necessary 
that the prosecution should have actually examined the approver as 
a witness, both before the Magistrate’s Court and the Sessions Court, 
before proceedings are instituted against him for non-compliance with 
the conditions of pardon, and that it is enough, if he is shown to have 
made a statement absolutely inconsistent with the statement that he 
made at the time the pardon was tendered to him. 10 But the Sind 
Judicial Commissioner’s Court has taken a different view. 11 Where the 
evidence given by an approver in the sessions trial is not a compliance 
with the conditions of the pardon, the fact that he gave evidence in 
accordance with the conditions before the committing Magistrate does 
not save him from being proceeded against under this section. 12 But 
when the evidence given by the approver in the Sessions Court was in 
accordance with the conditions of his pardon and was evidence upon 
which, in the circumstances subsequently disclosed, reliance might 
have been placed, then the fact that in the committing Magistrate’s 
Court the approver gave false evidence should not necessarily be taken 
to be non-compliance with the conditions of pardon. 13 

5. “ Wilfully concealing anything essential.” — The 

prosecution has to establish that certain essential facts were within 
the knowledge of the approver, and that he had wilfully concealed 
such facts. 1 The mere fact that the approver absconded at the time 
does not amount to a wilful concealment of anything essential within 
the meaning of the section. 2 

As has been seen in Note 9 to s. 337, it is the duty of the approver 
to make a thorough and complete disclosure of all facts within his 
knowledge bearing upon the offence or offences in respect of which 
he is giving evidence. Thus, he is not bound, in fulfilment of the 
conditions of pardon, to make any disclosure relative to any offence, 
which was not being inquired into at the time. 3 

8. (’80) 12 Cal L Rep 226 (229), Srinop v. Empress. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Lak 799 (800) : 37 Cri L Jour 79, Dipchand v. Emperor. 

9. (’26) 27 Cri L Jour 77 (78, 79) : 91 Ind Cas 253 (Lab), Ahmed v. Emperor. 

10. (28) AIR 1928 Lab 320(323): 9 Lab 608 : 29 Cr.L.J. 413, Ramnath v. Emperor. 

11. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 114 (116) : 41 Cri L Jour 747, Emperor v. Shahdino. 
(Pardon cannot be forfeited before approver’s examination in sessions trial.) 

12. (’15) AIR 1915 Nag 92 (93,94) : 11 Nag L R 59 : 16 Cri L Jour 417, Local 
Government v. Mulu. 

(’10) 11 Cr.L.J 254 (254,255) : 33 Mad 514:5 I. C. 831, Inre Aligirisamy Naichen. 

13. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 114 (117) : 41 Cri L Jour 747, Emperor v. Shahdino. 

Note 5 

1. (’01) 3 Rom L R 489 (502), King-Emperor v. Trimbalca Dcwji. 

See also cases cited in Note 4. 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 111 (112) : S Low Bur Rul 357 : 17 Cri L Jour 391, 
'dating Po Hla v. Emperor. 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 Lab 449 (450) : 1918 Pun Re No. 24 Cr : 19 Cr.L.-J. 926, Suraj 
Bhar. v. Emperor. 
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Section 339 6. Effect of pardon. — Where pardon is tendered to a person, 

Notes 6-7 on condition that he should make a true and full disclosure of the 
whole of the circumstances within his knowledge relative to the offence, 
it is a matter of utmost importance that the strictest faith should bo 
kept with him. 1 Thus, where a person is granted a pardon, and being 
under the impression that he has freed himself from the consequences 
of his incriminating statements, he makes a disclosure of his complicity 
in offences, other than those in respect of ■which he was granted a 
pardon, it would be improper to institute proceedings against him in 
respect of such other offences. 2 See also section 337 Note 14. 

7. Procedure at the trial — Joint trial. — Prior to the 
amendment of 1923, there was a conflict of opinions as to whether an 
approver, who had broken the conditions of pardon, could be tried for 
the offence for which he was tendered a pardon, along with the other 
accused, or whether his trial ought to be in a separate proceeding 
altogether. It was held in one set of cases that there •was no provision 
in the Code prohibiting a joint trial, and if an approver had been 
committed in time, it was not illegal to try him jointly with the other 
accused for the original offence. 1 It was, however, held in another set 
of cases that the trial of the approver on the original charge ought 
to be in a separate proceeding altogether, which should commence 
clc novo after the case, in which he had given evidence, had been fully 
heard and determined ; 2 and that he should not be put into the dock, 


Note 6 

1. (’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, p. 88 (93) : 1902 Pun L R No. 126, Kunwar 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 773 (775), Soliyan v. Emperor. (When a conditional pardon 
has been tendered and accepted there must be good faith on both sides.) 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 279 (281, 286) : 5 Pat 171 : 27 Cri L Jour 957, Nilmadhab 
Chowdhury v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’9S) 20 All 529 (532) : 1898 A W N 152, Quccn-Emprcss v. Brij Narain M an. 
(’99) 1899 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 13 (16), Queen-Empress v. Mihan Singh. 

(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 142 (143) : 29 All 24 : 3 A L J 015 : 1906 A W N 258, Emperor 
v. Budhcin. 

(’OS) 8 Cri L .Tour 445 (449, 450) : 1908 All W N 259 (261) : 5 A L J 691, Sultan 
Khan v. Emperor. 

[See also (’01) 25 Bom 675 (679) : 3 Bom L R 271, King-Emperor v. Bala. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 222 (223) : 22 Cri L Jour 12S, Daulat v. Emperor .] 

2. (’08) S Cr. L. J. 153 (153) : 31 Mad 272 (275) , In re Arunachallam. 

(’98) 23 Bom 493 (494), Queen-Empress v. Bhaw. 

(’01) 24 Mad 321 (324) : 2 Weir 396, Quccn-Emprcss v. Bamasamy. 

(’92) 14 All 502 (507) : 1892 All W N 95, Quccn-Emprcss v. Multta. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 391 (392) : 25 Cr.L.J. 210, Bassircddi Narappa v. Emperor. 
(’92) 15 Mad 352 (354) : 2 Weir 394, Quccn-Emprcss v. Kama Tlicvan. 

(’92) 14 All 336 (338, 339) : 1892 All W N 21, Quccn-Emprcss v. Sudra. 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 10 (10), Queen v. Pctumber Dhoobcc. 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 826 (827), Emperor v. Bcvappa. 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 4 Cr, p. 11 (13, 14):1903 PunL RNo.52, Ghulam Moham- 
mad v. Croton. 

(1900) 13 C P L R Cr 123 (123), Empress v. Patuan. 

(’81) 7 Gal L R 66 (67), In the matter of Joyudec Paramanich. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Sind 31 (32):16 SLR 131:23 Cr.L.J. 611, Emperor v. Eaji Jiand. 
(1900) 27 Cal 137 (139), Queen-Empress v. Natu. 

[See (’01) 3 Bom L R 489 (502, 503) King-Emperor v. Trimbaha Dctuji. (The 
approver was convicted on his own plea — But sentence was only postponed till 
after the trial of co-accused — Held procedure illegal.)] 
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after his evidence is given, to he tried jointly along with the other 
accused. 20 The proviso to sub-section (l) has been introduced hv the 
amendment of 1923, ■which specifically provides that the approver 
should not be tried jointly with the other accused. 3 

Until the termination of the trial, in which the approver has given 
evidence, he has to he in judicial custody unless he had already been 
admitted to hail (see sub-s.{3) to S. 337). At the termination of the 
trial, however, he should be discharged by the Court which tries the 
case. But the Crown may re-arrest him and proceed against him for 
the offence in respect of which he was granted a conditional pardon, 
if so advised; 4 that is, as has been seen in Note 2 already, if the 
Public Prosecutor certifies that the approver had failed to comply 
with the conditions of the pardon. In such proceedings, the approver 
is entitled to plead the tender of pardon and the compliance of the 
conditions thereof, in bar of the trial for the original offence, and the 
Court has to decide and give its finding as to that plea. See s. 339A,. 
and the undermentioned cases. 5 

8. Plea of pardon in bar. — See Section 339A. 

9. Use of statements made by the approver — Sub-s. (2), — 

Sub-section (2) provides that any statement made by a person who- 
has accepted a tender of pardon, may be used in evidence against 


2a. (’05) 31 Mad 272 (275) : 8 Cr. L. J. 1-53 : 3 M L T 407, In re Arunachellam. 
(’92) 14 All 502 (507) : 1892 All TV N 95, Queen-Empress v. Mulua, 

(’OS) 7 Cr. L. 3. 245 (249):1907-09 UEE Cr. P. C.7, Nga Po Hnan v. Emperor. 
('S2J 1882 All IT N 31 (31), Empress v. Samcliaran. 

(’92| 15 Mad 352 (354) : 2 'Weir 394, Empress v. Ram Thevan. (Approver should 
be duly committed before a Sessions Judge can take cognizance of the case.) 

(’91) 1891 All W N 182 (183), Empress v. Piari. (The committing Magistrate 
cannot withdraw pardon and commit the approver along with the other accused .)- 
(’03) 6 Oudh Cas 236 (237), Chokhc v. King-Emperor. 

(’94) 22 Cal 50 (69, 70, 71), Queen-Empress v. Jagat Chandra. 

(’73) 19 Sutli IV It Cr 43 (43,44), Queen v. Bipro Doss. (A formal order of commit- 
tal is necessary before a Sessions Judge can take cognizance of a case.) 

(’77) 1877 Eat 119 (119), Queen-Empress v. Eiishya. (Do.) 

(1865) 4 Sutli IV E Cr L 4 (4), In re Doda Ahccr. (Do.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Eul 536 (537), Nga Aung Burin v. Queen-Empress. 
(The Court of Session cannot fake cognizance of a case unless the approver had 
been duly committed by a Magistrate.) 

3. (’37) 1937 M W N 879 (880), Eamchandrayija v. Emperor. (Joint committal of 
approver along with other accused is illegal.) 

(’31) AIB 1931 Oudh 113 (114, 115) : 32 Cr. L. J. 91 : 6 Luck 386, Ram Lautan 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’35) AIB 1935 Oudh 226 (228) : 35 Cri L Jour 889, CJiauhan v. Emperor. 

4. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 346 (354):30 Bom 611:8 Bom L E 740, Emperor v. Kotliia. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 702 (703, 704) : 8 Ind Cas 721 : 37 Cal 845, Emperor v. Abani. 
(’22) AIE 1922 Sind 31 (32): 1C Sind L E 131 :23 Cr.L. J. 611 , Emperor v. Haji J iand. 
(’99) 23 Bom 493 (494), Queen-Empress v, Bhaw. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 418 (419) : 3 I. C. 922 : 5 Nag L E 134, Emperor v. Mohan. 

5. (’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 346 (354) : 30 Bom 611 : 8 Bom L K 740, Emperor v. Kothia. 
(Notwithstanding the withdrawal of the pardon or declaration of its forfeiture- 
bv a Magistrate or Judge — Decided before amendment of 1923.) 

(’15) AIE 191-5 Cal 397 (398): 42 Cal 756: 16 Cr.L. J. 120, Emperor v. Saber Ahunji. 
(’22) AIE 1922 Bom 177 (177) : 46 Bom 120 : 22 Cr.L.J. 620, In re Dagdoo Bapu. 
(’88) 11 All 79 (85, 91) : 1888 AWN 289, Queen-Empress v. Ganga Cliaran. 

(’15) AIE 1915 AH 245 (246, 247) : 37 All 331 : 16 Cr.L.J. 483, Emperor v. Gangua. 
(’20) AIE 1920 Lah 376 (376):,lLah 218:21 Cr.L.J. 518, ChananSingh v. Emperor - 
( ’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 326 (32G) : 10 Ind Cas 622 : 7 Nag L E 65, Emperor v. Kachri. 
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Section 339 him, in case he is proceeded against under this section on account of 

Note 9 his non-compliance with the conditions of the pardon. Thus, the 

admissibility of such a statement is not affected by S. 24 of the Evidence 
Act. 1 But it has been held in the undermentioned decisions 2 that 
S. 339 (2) operates as an exception to s. 24 of the Evidence Act only in 
respect of statements which have been induced by a promise of pardon 
and that statements obtained by threats or violence are still within the 
mischief of s. 24 of the Evidence Act. Before a statement of the approver 
is used in the trial against him, it is necessary that it should be 
properly proved that it should be put to him and that he should be 
asked, if he desires to offer any explanations thereon. 3 

Sub-section ( 2 ) applies not only to statements by the approver 
in the committing Magistrate’s Court or in the Sessions Court but 
also to statements made by him before the inquiry in the committing 
Magistrate’s Court, 4 provided they were made after the offer and 
acceptance of pardon by the approver. 5 

It is not absolutely necessary that the approver should have been 
examined as a witness as provided under S. 337, sub-s.(2) before any 
statements made by him are used in evidence against him. G Though 
the statement or deposition of the approver is not strictly a confession, 
it is in the nature of a confession, and the Court should, in case it is 


Note 9 

1. (’82) 8 Cal -5G0 (5GS) : 10 0 L R 3G9, Empress v. Nobin Chundra. 

(’OS) 8 Cr.L.J. 44o (451) : 5 AL J G91 : 190S All WN 259, Sultan Khan v. Emperor. 
(-15) AIR 1915 Nag 92(95) : 16 Cr.L. J. 417 (420) : 11 Nag L R 59, Local Govern- 
ment v. Idulu. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 270 (279, 280) : 22 Cr.'L. 3. 68 (FB), Emperor v. Chunna. 
(Per Hayward, .7., Simla, J., contra.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lali 910 (912) : 35 Cri L Jour 168, Anup Singh v. Emperor. 

(’97) 1897 Pun Re No. 3 Gr, p. 4 (6, 7), Bhallu v. Empress. 

(’71) 8 Bom H C R Or 103 (107, 108), Reg v. Alibhai Mitha. 

[But see (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 53 (54), Queen v. Radanath Dosadh. (Decided under 
Code of 1861 which contained no provision corresponding to sub-s. (2).) 

(’67) S Suth W R Cr L 14 (14), In re Pudunth Dossad. (Do.)] 

2. (’28) MR 1928 Lah 320 (322) : 29 Cr.L.J. 413:9 Lah 60S, Ram Nath v. Emperor. 
•(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 409 (415) : 37 Cr. L. J. 732, Indar Pal v. Emperor. (Where 

in spite of being in police custody an approver is neither subjected nor threatened 
to be subjected to any ill-treatment, the statement made by him will not become 
inadmissible under S. 24, Evidence Act.) 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 172 (173) : 25 Cri L Jour 1355, Gangaram v. Emperor. 

•4. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 218 (221) : 41 Cr.L.J. 433 (436, 437), Horilal v. Emperor. 
■(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 172 (173) : 25 Cri L Jour 1355, Gangaram v. Emperor. (Sub- 

s. (2) is wide enough to cover statement made not before committing Magistrate 
but before pardoning Magistrate.) 

•(’28) AIR 192S Lah 320 (322): 9 Lah 60S: 29 Cr.L.J. 413 , Ram Nath v. Emperor. 
[But see (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 138 (141) : 46 Bom 61 : 22 Cri L Jour 728, Motilal 
Eiralal v. Emperor. (Per Shah, J. — Statement referred to in S. 339 (2) is the 
statement made by the approver as a witness at the inquiry under Chap. 18 or at 
the trial and no other.)] 

'5. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 218 (221) : 41 Cr.L.J. 433 (436, 437), Horilal v. Emperor. 
(Confession to Magistrate before offer and acceptance of pardon — Confession not 
recorded as required by Ss. 164 and 364 is not admissible.) 

•6. (’06) 3 Cr.L.J. 55 (67, 6S, 69) : 1905 Pun Re No. 41Cr(FB), Suba v. Emperor. 

(Per Chatterjee and Johnstone, JJ.; Kensington and Reid, JJ., dissenting.) 

•(’03) 7 Cr.L.J. 245 (249): 1907-09 Upp Bur Bui Cr. P. C. 7, NgaPoHnan v. Emperor. 
[But see (’08) 8 Cr.L.J. 153(153): 31 Mad 272 : 3 ML T 407, Jure Arunachellam.] 
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refracted, require that, the facts contained therein should be corroborated 
hy extrinsic evidence before convicting the approver thereon. 7 

Sub-section (2) does not bar the use of the statements made by the 
approver, in an inquiry into the offence of perjury against the approver, 8 
•or in a civil suit for damages brought against him by the complainant. 0 

10. Prosecution for perjury — Sanction of the High Coufct. — 

Under sub-s. (S) it is essential that the prosecution should obtain the 
sanction of the High Court before proceeding against the approver for 
giving falsa evidence, and if such sanction is not obtained before the 
institution of the proceedings, the defect affects the jurisdiction of the 
•Court and cannot be cured under S. 537. 1 The application for sanction 
io prosecute the approver should be made on behalf of the Crown 
by a regular application to the High Court, and a letter of reference 
by the Sessions Judge is not sufficient. 2 

The High Court is not bound to accord sanction in every ease that is 
brought to its notice under sub-s.{3) of this section 23 but has a discretion 
in the matter. The discretion vested in the High Court to sanction the 
prosecution of the approver for perjury should be exercised with extreme 
'Caution. 3 The necessity for obtaining the previous sanction of the High 
Court shows that the mere fact that the approver makes two inconsistent 
.statements cannot be a justification for directing his prosecution. 4 The 

7. (’34) AIR 1934 Pesh 4G (46, 47) : 35 Cri L Jour 1242, Faqir Shah v. Emperor. 
•(*15) AIR 1915 Lab 307 (307, 308) : 1G Ori L Jour 815, Ehushi v. Emperor. • 
•(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 259 (260) : 31 Ori L Jour CGI, Shaft v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’37) AIR 1937 Lah 689 (691) : 39 Cr.L.J. 16, Ml. Aziz Begum v. Emperor. 
(Approver’s statement corroborated in general aspect and found to be true — Such 
stntement is sufficient evidence for bis conviction on forfeiture of pardon.)] 

[But see (’38) AIR 1938 Lab 135 (135) : 39 Cri L Jour 335, Puran v. Emperor. 
(Approver resiling from bis statement in committing Magistrate’s Court— State- 
ment amounts to confession and conviction can be based on sucb confession 
without corroboration.)] 

•8. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 33 (35) : 13 I. C. 273 : 5 Sind L R 174, Emperor v. Andal. 
9. (’09) 4 Ind Cas 523 (526) (Cal), Eeshab Nath v. Maniruddin Sarkar. 

Note 10 

1. (’84) 1884 Pan Re No. 42 Cr, p. 92 (96), Mt. Sharina v. Empress. 

■(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1021 (1021, 1022) : 2 Low Bur Rul 302, Emperor x.Htuktalive. 
■(1900) 27 Cal 137 (139), Queen-Empress v. Nathu. 

•(’86) 10 Bom 190 (193) : 18S6 Bat22i, Quccn-Emprcssv. DalaJiva. (The sanction 
under sub-s. (3) to prosecute for false evidence, must be obtained before and not 
after the commencement of the prosecution.) 

'See also S. 537 Note 7. 

2. (’08) 9 Cr. L. J. 283 (284) : 32 Mad 47:11. C. 207, Emperor v. Madiga Nallavadu. 
(’93) 1893 Ail W N 13 (13, 14), In re the application of the Magistrate of Basti. 
•(’97) 24 Cal 492 (493), Queen-Empress v. Manick Chandra Sarkar. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 793 (793) : 1904 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, Emperor v. Bulaka Singh. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 451 (451) : 15 Ind Cas 83 (Lah), Emperor v. Baja. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudb 527 (527) : 5 Luck 452 : 31 Cr. L. J. 204, Emperor v. Ghasitey. 
(Held sanction could be granted only if a certificate from Public Prosecutor is pro- 
duced — It is submitted that sucb a condition is not imposed by the section itself.) 
2a. (’37) AIR 1937 Lab 551 (551) ; 38 Cri L Jour 1079, Emperor v. Prablm. 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Lab 551 (552) : 38 Cri L Jour 1079, Emperor v. Prablm. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 43 (45) : 56 All 288 : 35 Cr.L. J Ate, Emperor v. Mathura. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Lab 551 (552) : 38 Cri L Jour 1079, Emperor v. Prablm. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 43 (45) : 56 All 288 : 35 Cri L Jour 444, Emperor v. Mathura. 
.(’14) 15 Cri L Jour .76 (77) : 22 Ind Cas 428 (All), Emperor v. Bodha. 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 286 (286) : 3 Rang 224 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1396, Emperor v. Nga 
Bo Gyi. (Sanction for prosecution for perjury should not begranted, when material 
has only been provided by an unnecessary examination on oath.) ■ 
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Section 339 High Court, before granting a sanction, should . carefully consider all 
Note 40 the circumstances in the case and decide the cardinal question, whether 
the previous statement or confession was true and voluntary . 5 If it is 
of opinion that such previous statement is true on the facts before it, 
then his subsequent statement ought to be false, and in such cases it 
is not only desirable but also expedient to sanction the prosecution . 0 
If, however, the first statement or confession is not true, but that his 
later statement is the true one, then the inference may be drawn that 
the first statement or confession was obtained by threat or inducement 
and in such cases it would be undesirable to sanction the prosecution . 7 
The High Court has also a discretion in cases where the approver is 
induced to make certain statements in connexion with a capital charge 
to allow him every possible locus pocnitentice in respect of such a 
statement . 8 Where the approver is proceeded against for the original 
offence itself, in' respect of which he was tendered a pardon, it is not 
proper to sanction his prosecution for perjury . 9 Such sanction should 
be granted only in case it appears to the High Court that a conviction 
for the original offence is unlikely for any reason, or that even on a 
conviction on the original charge the sentence that could be passed 
would be too light in the circumstances of the case . 10 

Sub-section (3) merely imposes an additional condition to the 
institution of a prosecution for perjury and does not have the effect of 
overriding the provisions of S. 476. Thus, even where the sanction of 
the High Court is obtained, the prosecution could be instituted only in 
accordance with the provisions of Ss. 195 and 476. 11 The High Court 
may grant sanction for prosecution on the strength of a statement made 
by the approver which is prima facie false; it is not necessary that 
the approver should have been examined as a witness in the case, as 
required by section 337, sub-section (2). 12 


[But see (’33) AIR 1933 Lab. 86S (869): 35 Gri L Jour 111, Emperor v.Hussaina. 
(Sanction cannot be refused unless it is established that one of the statements- 
was made under undue influence.)] 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Lali 551 (552) : 38 Cri L Jour 1079, Emperor v. Prabhu. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 43 (45) : 5G All 288 : 35 Cri L Jour 444, Emperor v. Mathura . 

[See also (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 868 (869): 35 Cri L Jour 111, Emperor v. Hussaina.] 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 All 43 (45): 56 All 288: 35 Cr. L. J. 444, Emperor v. Mathura. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 90 (91) : 25 Cr. L. J. 174, Emperor v. Waryam Singh. 

[Sec also (’29) AIR 1929 All 321 (322)’ : 30 Cr. L. J. 1157, Emperor v. DuTchu. 
(Approver making two directly contradictory statements — Sanction for prosecu- 
tion given.)] 

7. (’37) AIR 1937 Lah 551 (552) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1079, Emperor v. Prabhu. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 43 (45) : 56 All 288 : 35 Cr. L. J. 444, Emperor v. Mathura . 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 307 (308) : 33 Cr. L. J. 485, Emperor v. J airam Singh. 

8. (’14) 15 Cr. L. J. 76 (77) : 22 I. C. 428 (All), Emperor v. Bodha. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 90 (91) : 25 Cr. L. J. 174, Emperor v. Waryam Singh. 

[See also (’29) AIR 1929 All 321 (322) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1157, Emperor v. Duhhu. 
(Locus poenitentiae not granted,)] 

9. (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 307 (308) : 33 Cr. L. J. 485, Emperor v. Jairam Singh. 

10. (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 189 (191) : 23 Nag L R 35 : 28 Cr. L. J. 645, Local Gov - 
eminent v. Gambhir Bhujua. 

11. (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 189 (192) : 23 Nag L R 35 : 28 Cr. L. J. 645, Local Gov- 
ernment v. Gambhir Bhujua. 

12. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 64 (64) : 18 I. C. 352 (Lah), Emperor v. Baja. 

(’06) 3 Cr. L. J. 55 (58) : 1905 Pun Re No. 41 Cr, Suba v. Emperor. 
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3 3 ©A. ( 1 ) The Court trying under section 339 Section S39& 
Procedure in trial of a person who has accepted a tender 

person under S. 339. of pard.011 Shall 

( a) if the Court is a High Court or Court of 
Session, before the charge is read out and 
explained to the accused under section 271, 
sub-section (1 J, and 

(I) ) if the Court is the Court of a Magistrate, 
before the evidence of the witnesses for 
the prosecution is taken, 

ask the accused whether he pleads that he has 
complied with the conditions on which the tender of 
the pardon was made. 

(2) If the accused does so plead, the Court shall 
record the plea and proceed with the trial, and the 
jury, or the Court with the aid of the assessors, of the 
Magistrate, as the case may be, shall, before judgment 
is passed in the case find whether or not the accused 
has complied with the conditions of the pardon, and, 
if it is found that he has so complied, the Court shall, 
notwithstanding anything contained in this Code, 
pass judgment of acquittal. 

1. Legislative changes. 

This section has been newly introduced by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act, xvm of 1923 : see Note 3. 

2. Plea of pardon. — The procedure laid down under this section 
should be strictly followed . 1 It is the duty of the Court to explain the 
provisions of this section clearly to the accused and to tell him that 
he is entitled to plead that he has complied with the conditions of the 
pardon . 2 The mere fact that the accused raised such a plea before the 
committing Magistrate, and that the Magistrate had given his finding 
on such a plea, does not absolve the Sessions Judge from the duty cast 
upon him, under this section, of asking the accused, if he pleads 
compliance with the conditions of the pardon . 3 

3. Procedure under this section, — Before the introduction of 
this section in 1923, it was held that where the approver raised a plea 

Section 339A — Note 2 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Oudb 256 (256) : 30 Cri L Jour 559, Itivari v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 15 (15, 16) : 5 Lab 379 : 26 Cri L Jour 237, AH v. Emperor. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 77 (77) : 40 Cri L Jour 956, HorilalMohanlalv. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 15 (15, 16) : 5 Lab 379 : 26 Cri L Jour 237, Ali v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 256 (256) : 30 Cri L Jour 559, Itwari v. Emperor. 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Oudb 256 (256) : 30 Cri L. Jour 559, Itwari v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 290 (290) : 16 Cri L Jour 234 (235), lure Madiga Pothugadu. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 667 (673) : 16 Cr. L. J. 65 : 42 Cal 856, Sashi v. Emperor. 
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Section 3392L that he had complied with the conditions of the pardon, it was the 

Note 3 duty of the Court to decide and give a finding .on that issue 'first, 

before trying him for the offence, in respect of which the pardon was 
tendered. 1 Such a course, necessarily, led to complications inasmuch 
as, in deciding the preliminary issue, the Court had very often to 
investigate into the facts of the case and to.prejudge it on the merits. 2 
These cases are no longer of any importance in view of this section, 
which provides specifically for the procedure to be adopted in such 
cases. 3 Under this section, the accused should be asked at the very 
commencement of the proceeding, whether he pleads compliance with 
the conditions of the pardon. The Court has to record such a plea in 
case he so pleads and to proceed with the trial. In the course of the 
trial, however, and before judgment is pronounced, the Court should 
decide the question whether the accused has complied with the 
conditions of the pardon. - If it is found that he has so complied with 
them, the Court has to pass at once a judgment of acquittal, whatever 
its finding may he, as to the guilt .of the accused in respect of the 
offence. 4 It is for the Grown to prove that the pardon has been 
forfeited by the approver. 41 

In a case triable by the jury, the question whether the accused 
has complied with the conditions of the pardon should be left to the 
jury to he decided, like any other question of fact in the case 5 and in 
a case triable with the aid of assessors, the Court should, after recording 
the plea, call upon the assessors to deliver their opinions on that plea 
and then record its own finding. 0 

Where on grant of pardon the approver admits his complicity 
in the offence hut later resiles completely from his position and he is 
tried under S. 339, it is impossible to decide whether he has complied 
with the condition of his pardon without deciding the question of his 
innocence or guilt. Hence, in such cases, the provision in sub-s.(2) of 
this section viz., that the question as to compliance with the condition 
of the pardon should be decided before judgment is passed in the case, 
cannot apply. 7 


Note 3 

1. (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 342 (343) : 1905 Pun Re No. 59 Cr, Bahadur v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 143 (145) : 17 Cr. L. J. 337 (338) : 8 Low Bur Rul 447, 

Emperor v. Nga Po Ket. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 571 (575) : 32 Mad 173 : 2 Ind Cas 343, Kullan v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 401 (403) : 7 L.B.R. 1:20 I. C. 225, Nga To Gale v. Emperor. 
(’02) 1902 P. R, No. 34 Cr, p. 88 (93): 1902 P.L. R. No. 126, Kunwarv. Emperor. 

2. See the Reports of the Select Committee, 1922. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 910 (911) : 35 Cri L Jour 168, Anup Singh v. Emperor. 

[See also (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 254 (255) : 33 Mad 514 : 5 I. C, 831, In re Alagiri 
Swamp Naichen.] 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 910 (911) : 35 Cri L Jour 168, Anup Singh v. Emperor. 

4. [See (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 77 (77) : 40 Cr. L. J. 956, Horilal Mohanlal v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 910 (911, 912) : 35 Cri L Jour 16S, Anup Singh v. Emperor. ] 

4a. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 77 (77) : 40 Cr. L. J. 956, Horilal Mohanlalv. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Lah 799 (800) : 37 Cri L Jour 79, Dipchand v. Emperor. 

See also S. 339 Note 4. 

5. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 254(255) : 33 Mad 514 : 51. C. 831, In re Alagiriswamy Naiclcen. 
See also S. 298 Note 8. 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 77 (77) : 40 Cr. L. J. 956, Horilal Mohanlal v. Emperor. 

7. (’39) AIR1939Lah 66 (67):40 Cr.L.J. 614 : ILR 1939 Lah 216, Gurditv. Emperor. 
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4. Non-compliance 'with the section. — Failure to conform 
to the provisions of the section vitiates the trial. 1 It has, however, been 
held in the undermentioned case 2 3 4 5 6 that where the charge had been read 
out to the accused and he had been made to plead to it before and not 
after he had been asked to plead whether or not he had complied 
with the terms of the pardon, the irregularity was curable under the 
provisions of section 537. 


34 O* (1) Any person accused of an offence 

Right of person against ^fOM a Criminal CoUlt, OP 

whom proceedings are against whom proceedings are 

and his competency to be instituted under tins Code m any 
a witness. such. Court, may of right he 

defended by a pleader. 


• (2) Any person against whom proceedings are 

instituted in any such Court under section 107, or 
under Chapter X, Chapter XI, Chapter XII or Chapter 
XXXYI, or under section 552, may offer himself as a 
witness in such proceedings. 


This section was substituted for original S. 340, by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act, NVITI of 1923. 

Synopsis 


I. Scope. 

2. “Proceedings .... under this 

Code.” 

3. Appellate and Revisional 

Courts. 

4. “May of right be defended." 

5. Right of accused while in 

custody. 

6. Choice of pleader. 


6a. Appointment of defence 
counsel by the Crown. 

7. Arguments. 

8. Citing accused’s counsel as 

witness. 

9. Court and pleader. 

10. “Pleader.” 

11. Muktears and other persons. 

12. Sub-section (2). 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 

Accused person — Meaning of. See Note 1. “Pleader” — Whether includes persons 

Agents of the accused — Whether can other than legal practitioners. See 
appear. See Note 11. Note 11. 

Limiting of arguments — Power of. See Pleader — Interview with accused to be 
Note 7. allowed. See Note 6. 

Memorandum of appearance. See Note 10. Written arguments. See Note 7. 


* Code of 1898, original S. 340. 

Flight of accused 310. Every person accused before any Criminal Court 
to he defended. may of right be defended by a pleader. 

1882 : S. 340; 1872 ; S. 186; 1861 : S. 432. 


Note 4 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 77 (77, 78) : 40 Cr.L.J. 95G, FlorilalMohanlal v. Emperor. 
(Total non-compliance — Conviction quashed and re-trial ordered.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Oudh 25G (256) : 30 Cri L Jour 559, Itwari v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 15 (16) : 5 Lah 379 ; 26 Cri L Jour 237, Ali v. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 66 (67) : 40 Cr. L. J. 614 : I L R (1939) Lah 216, Gurdit 
Singh v. Emperor. 


Section 339.fi. 
Note 4 
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■ Section 350 
Note 1 


1. Scope. — The old section which read “every person accused 
before any criminal Court may of right he defended by a pleader” 
gave rise to speculation as to the scope of the word “accused.” Some 
decisions favoured a wide interpretation of the word so as to cover any 
person over whom a Magistrate or other Court exercises jurisdiction. 1 
Consonant to this interpretation, the section was held to apply to 
persons against whom proceedings were instituted under Chapter VIH 2 
and Chapter XI. 3 Other decisions, however, regarded the above defini- 
tion as too wide and confined the word “accused” to those persons who 
were accused of an offence. 4 In conformity with this view the section 
was held inapplicable to persons concerned in proceedings under 
Division C of Chapter VHI. 5 It was also doubted whether pleaders 
could appear in proceedings under S. 62 of the Code of 1861, corres- 
ponding to S. 144 of the present Code. 0 

These questions are now set at rest by the amendment of the 
section by Act XVIII of 1923 whereby it has been expressly made applicable 
not only to persons accused of an offence but to any person against 
whom proceedings are instituted under the Code in any criminal Court.' 

The section is confined in terms to persons against whom 
proceedings are taken. But even complainants have been held to have 
the legal right to be represented by counsel ; of course when Govern- 
ment takes up the prosecution the officer acting on behalf of the 
Government will take the lead. 8 The Crown is entitled as of right to 

Section 340 — Note 1 

1. (’92) 16 Bom G61 (668), Queen-Empress v. Mona Puna. 

(’98) 21 All 107 (109) : 1898 All W N 185, Queen-Empress v. Mutasaddi Lall. 

(The petitioner was asked to furnish security for good behaviour.) 

(’01) 3 Bom L R 437 (440), King-Emperor v. Annya. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Eul 80 (83, 84), Ebrahim v. King-Emperor. (Petitioner was 
asked to enter into bond for good behaviour.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 36 (37) : 3G Cal 163, Bliom Lai Chotvdhury v. B. F. Eopcroft. 
(Petitioner was asked to furnish security for peace.) 

2. (’96) 23 Cal 493 (494,495), Jhoja Singh v. Queen-Empress. (Such a person has 
a right to be beard under this section.) 

(1900) 4 Cal W N 797 (798), Abinash Malalcar v. Empress. 

(’03) 25 All 375 (377) : 1903 All W N 79, Emperor v. Girand. 

(1900) 1900 Pun Ee No. 15 Cr, p. 34 (36) : 1900 Pun L E No. 59, Crown v. Ida. 
(1900) 4 Cal W N exxx. 

(1900) 27 Cal 656 (658), Nakhilal Jha v. Queen-Empress. 

3. (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 145 (146) : 34 Cri L Jour 616, Turab Ali Khan v. Sliro- 
mani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. 

4. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 575 (576, 577) : 2 C L J 149 : 9 Cal W N 983, Eirananda 
Ojha v. Emperor. (Proceedings under S. 133 of this Code are more of a civil 
nature and persons against whom they are taken are not accused persons.) 

(’25) AIR 1225 Cal 822 (822, 824, 827, 830) : 52 Cal 721 : 26 Cri L Jour 1194 (FB), 
Narendra Chandra v. Sabarali Bhuiya. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 509 (510, 511) : 54 Cal 532 : 28 Cri L Jour 407, Krishen Doyal 
v. Corporation of Calcutta. 

5. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 501 (502) : 7 I. C. 606 : 4 Sind L R 49, Emperor v. Tawakali. 
(Proceeding relating to the fitness of the sureties offered under S. 122.) 

6. (’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 37 (38), Sheikh Laloo v. Adam Sircar. 

7. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 551 (552, 554) : 50 Bom 741 : 27 Cri L Jour 1169, In re 
■ Llewelyn Evans. 

8. (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 23(23) : 5 Beng L R App 70, Chandi Gliaran v. Chandra 
Kumar. 

(’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 30 Cr, p. 47 (47), Crown v. Biharee. 

[See (’25) AIR 1925 All 301(302) : 26 Cr. L. J. 734, Tufail Ahmad v. Emperor.'] 
[Cut see (’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 29 Cr, p. 70 (72), Akbar v. Empress. 
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be heard by counsel or pleader in support of each prosecution whether 
in an original or appellate Court. 0 

2. "Proceedings .... under this Code.” — Proceedings under 
Chapter X are criminal proceedings. 1 An application by the police for 
remand falls under s. 167 of the Code and can be held to be a proceeding 
instituted under the Code in a criminal Court. Therefore, at least 
from the moment (after the twenty -four hours of arrest) that the accused 
appears before the Court, his right to be defended begins. Hence access 
to him by his legal advisers should be allowed irrespective of whether a 
charge-sheet has been sent up or not. 2 

Both before and after the amendment, it has been held that a 
person with regard to whom a preliminary enquiry under s. 202 is being 
held is not entitled by any rule of law to intervene. 3 But he may 
watch the proceedings which means, not merely as an on-looker but 
instructing legal practitioners to watch the case on his behalf, with 
the leave of the Court, to assist the Court in making the investigation. 4 
See also Note 12 under s. 202. 

A civil Court making an enquiry under s. 476 does not thereby 
become a criminal Court and S. 340 will not apply to such proceedings. 
But the general practice is to hear pleaders on behalf of persons in 
civil and criminal matters and to secure their assistance as amicus 
curia even when parties have no right to be heard either in person 
or by pleader. 5 

In a case decided before the amendment, it was observed that 
accused persons are not entitled to be represented before public officers 
in the absence of express statutory provision and that they are not 
entitled to be represented when being dealt with under Chapters XXYIII 
and XXIX of the Code. 0 


(’71) 8 Bom HCEAC 202 (204), Bindachari v. Dracup .] 

9. (’71) 8 Bom HCE 204«. 

Note 2 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 970 (970) : 16 Cr.L.J. 349 (350) : 39 Mad 537, Nissankara 
Bao Subbayya v. Coola Bamayya. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 551 (554) : 50 Bom 741 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1169, In re Llewelyn 
Evans. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lab 13 (14):12 Lab 211:32 Cr.L.J. 1022, AmolakBam v. Emperor. 
(Arrest during police investigation — Application under S. 491 o£ this Code.) 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 99 (100) : 12 Lah 435 : 33 Cri L Jour 180, Balkrishna v. 
Emperor. (Mere fact that his relations have been granted interviews is no excuse 
for refusing an interview with his counsel.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 945 (946) : 12 Lah 16 : 32 Cr. L. J. 339,Sundar v. Emperor. 
See also Note 5 and S. 167 Note 10. 

3. (’13) 40 Cal 444 (451) : 14 Cr. L. J. 57 : 18 I. C. 345, Bilim Lai Shah v. Bisa 
Singh. (14 Cal 141, Referred to.) 

(’ll) 11 Ind Cas 311 (312) : 38 Cal 880, Oolap Jan v. Bholanath. 

(’20) 25 Cal W N xii (xii), Baul Pramanik v. Junior Sub-Inspector , Baigunj. 
(The accused and his witnesses also were examined during the inquiry — This was 
held illegal.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 188 (189) : 20 Sind L R 43 : 27 Cri L Jour 494, Atmaram 
Udhodasx. Topandas. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 20 (23) : 4 Nag L R 81, Sheikh Ghana v. Mahommed Hanif. 

4. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 207 (20S) : 10 I. C. 33 (Cal), Sheikh Akbar v. E. F. Prance. 

5. (’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 231 (232) : 10 I. C. 740 (All), Bam Nihore Umar v. Emperor. 

6. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 501 (502) : 4 Sind L R 49 : 7 I.C. 606, Emperor v. Tawakali. 


Section 340 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 340 
Notes 3-4 


3. Appellate and reyisional Courts. — The section has been 
held to be as applicable to an appellate Court as to the Court in which 
the charge was originally brought, an appeal being to all intents and 
purposes a trial. 1 This was doubted in an earlier case (under the Code 
of 186l) but even there it was conceded that though this section might 
not apply, the appellant’s right to be represented by an authorised 
agent was recognised by s. 417 and S. 419 of the Code corresponding to 
Ss. 419 and 423 respectively of the present Code. 2 

The right of persons to appear personally or by pleader before 
Courts exercising powers of revision is expressly excluded by S. 440. 3 

4, “May of right be defended.” — The accused is entitled to 
be represented by a pleader. 1 Where this right is denied, a re-trial 
will be ordered. 3 It is necessary that notice of the date fixed for- 
bearing should be given to the accused ; for, otherwise the right given 
under this section cannot be exercised by him. 2Q Full opportunity 
should be afforded to the accused to get proper legal advice and 
assistance before he is called upon to cross-examine the prosecution 
witnesses. 3 It will not be giving him a reasonable time to ask him 
immediately after the framing of the charge to cross-examine the 
prosecution witnesses. 4 If the accused had had no sufficient oppor- 
tunity before the commencement of the proceedings to engage a 
pleader, it has been held that the proper course is for the Magistrate 
to proceed with the examination-in-chief of the prosecution witnesses 
and then give the accused an opportunity of engaging a pleader by 
adjourning the case for a reasonable period, what is a proper period 
being a question for reasonable decision in each* case. 5 It must be 
remembered, however, that the services of a counsel are necessary 
even when witnesses are examined-in-chief, not only to check leading 
questions but to prevent irrelevant evidence being recorded. 0 

Note 3 

1. (’70) 1S70 Pun Ee No. 31 Cr, p. 49, Fuel v. Crown. 

(’05) 9 Cal W N cclxxxv (celxxxv) Hira Lai Bose v. King. Emperor. (Eefusal to 
postpone hearing of appeal despite there being reasonable ground for postponement 
— Appeal ordered to be reheard.) 

2. (’70) 1870 Eat 29 (30), Beg v. Bcchar Pitambcr. 

3. (’ll) 12 Cri L .Tour 231(232) : 10 I. C. 740 (All), Bam Nihorc Umar v. Emperor. 
(’70) 1 Bom 64 (65), Beg. v. Dcvama. 

Note 4 

1. (1900) 27 Cal 656 (658), Nakhi Lai Jha v. Queen-Empress. 

(’25) AIR 1925 All 285 (2S5) : 47 All 147 : 26 Cri L Jour 575, Pita v. Emperor. 

2. (’77) 1877 Pun Ee No. 9 Cr, p. 23, Nanak v. Crown. 

2a. (’03) 25 All 375 (377) : 1903 A W N 79, Emperor v. Girand. 

See also S. 123 Note 11. 

3. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 933 (934):16 Cr. L. .7. 7SG, In reBangaswami Padayachi. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 142 (143) : 16 Cr.L.J. 334, In reMurugesaNaidu. (Adjourn- 
ment for obtaining copies of depositions of prosecution-witnesses refused — Held, 
accused was prejudiced and conviction should be set aside.) 

See also S. 256 Note 6. 

4. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 933 (934) : 16 Cr.L.J. 786, In reBangaswami Padayachi. 
(’ll) 12 I. C, 524 (525) : 12 Cri L Jour 548 (Mad), Arumugam Pillai v. Emperor. - 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 All 285 (285) : 47 All 147 : 26 Cr. L. J. 575, Pita v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lali 445 (445) : 17 Cri L Jour 278 (279), Sher Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1153 (1154) : 27 Cri L Jour 33, Mannargan v. Emperor. 
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A Magistrate exercises jurisdiction with material irregularity when 
he holds a trial at a place where the accused are totally incapable of 
making a proper defence and are deprived of the opportunity of being 
represented by a pleader . 7 Where a Magistrate held Court on a Sunday, 
it was held that, though holding Court on a Sunday was in itself not 
an illegality, yet the effect having been to prejudice the accused and 
deprive him of the right given to him under S.340, the conviction 
should be set aside . 8 A conviction was, however, allowed to stand, 
where, though the action of a Magistrate in accelerating a case had 
resulted in depriving the accused of the services of his senior counsel, 
the accused had, nevertheless, not been prejudiced thereby . 9 

An appellant is entitled to be heard through his pleader . 10 A 
Judge contravenes the provisions of the Code in deciding an appeal 
without hearing counsel on such a date as to make it physically 
impossible for counsel to attend when the Judge had before him a 
petition from the accused’s counsel praying to be heard . 11 

When a person is not defended, the Magistrate or Judge ought, in 
the interests of justice, to test the accuracy of statements of witnesses 
by questions in the nature of cross-examination , 12 and in the cases of 
ignorant individuals accused of technical offences, to assist them in 
putting up obvious defensive pleas . 13 

Similarly, in cases where the prisoner being too poor to defend 
himself, a lawyer has been engaged to defend him at the expense of 
the Crown, the trial Judge must use his greater experience to cross- 
examine the witnesses when he sees that the defence lawyer is 
incompetent. He should not, however, do this unnecessarily but only 
when it is desirable in the interest of justice . 14 

5. Eight of accused while in custody. — The section not only 
contemplates that the accused should be defended by a pleader at the 
time proceedings are actually going on, but also implies that he 
shall have a reasonable opportunity, if in custody, of getting into 

7 . (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 197 (199) : 19 Cri L Jour 249 : 3 Pat L Jour 147, Mewa 
Lai v. Emperor. (Case under S. 145 of this Code.) 

See also Section 352 Note 4. 

8. (’ 15 ) AIR 1915 Bom 254 (255) : 1G Cri L Jour 752, Baban Baud v. Eviperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 255 (257) : 31 Cri L Jour 705, Girdhari v. Eviperor. 

[See also (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 772 (782) : 4 Pat 646 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1441, Emperor 
v. AJchilesioar Prasad. (Court not to sit beyond the prescribed hours, except 
with the consent of the pleaders on both sides.) ' 

See also S. 344 Note 9 and S. 537 Note 25. 

9. (’98) 1898 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, p. 32 (33), Earam Din v. Empress. 

10 . (’08) 9 Cri L Jour 189 (190) : 12 C W N 248, Rajkumar Singha v. Tincowri 
Mazumdar. (An appeal against order of sanction to prosecute should not be 
summarily rejected without hearing appellant's pleader.) 

11 . (’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 49, Fuzlx. Crown . (Per Cunningham and 
Lindsay, JJ; Campbell, J., dissenting.) 

12 . (’84) 7 All 160 (162) : 1884 All W N 314, Queen-Empress v. Kallu. 

13 . (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 349 (350) : 32 Cri L Jour 206, Ali Hossein v. Emperor . 
(Case under S. 19 (a), Arms Act — Accused sold military stores without license.) 

See also Section 244 Note 7. 

14 . (’38) AIR 1938 Pat 153 (158) : 39 Cr.L.J. 384, Darpan Potdarin v. Emperor. 
(Necessity of selecting defence counsel in such cases from among young men of 
marked ability and not as a matter of patronage pointed out.) 


Section 3411- 
Notes 4-5 
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-Section 340 
Note S 


communication with his pleader and preparing for his defence . 1 So, 
when accused is on remand, he has a right to have access to his legal 
adviser subject to such legitimate restrictions as may he necessary to 
prevent interference with the course of investigation . 2 A remand is a 
process of Court and it would he an abuse of that process if the police 
were to take advantage of it to prevent the accused from having access 
to his legal advisers. The High Court can, therefore, interfere under 
S. 5G1A to prevent such abuse . 3 

Where the accused were arrested and placed in custody and then 
suddenly called upon to conduct their case without any opportunity 
having been given to them of obtaining legal assistance, the procedure 
was held to he irregular . 4 

Pending his trial, a police-officer was put under certain restraints 
by his superior officers which hampered him in arranging for his 
■defence. It was held that full opportunity should be given to the 
under-trial officer to consult his legal advisers and that all reasonable 
facilities should be afforded to him for the conduct of his defence . 5 
While it is beyond the province of the High Court to interfere with 
'the discipline of the police force or the exorcise by the superior officers 
•of their lawful powers, it is nevertheless bound to satisfy itself that 
the conditions under which the accused is being tried do not hamper 
him in his defence . 0 

Although sufficient means should he adopted to prevent under- 
trial prisoners from escaping when holding an interview with their 
vakils, police or other persons should not be placed sufficiently near 
to overhear their conversation . 7 


Note 5 

1. (’2G) AIR 192G Bom 551 (552) : 50 Bom 741 : 27 Cr.L.J.1169, In rc Llewelyn 
Evans. 

-,(’35) AIR 1935 Ln.li 230 (244) : 35 Cri L .Tour 1180, Jahangiri Lai v. Emperor. 
(Theso rules cannot be evaded by removing him to a place so that nobody knows 
whore he is and his relations and friends cannot communicate with him and 
legal assistance cannot be availed of — The matter is really reduced to a farce if 
interviews are allowed ouly after a confession lias been recorded.) 

■2. (’30) AIR 1930 Lnh945 (947): 12 Lah 1G : 32 Cr.L.,T.339, Sunder v. Emperor. 

(’ 32) AIR .1932 Lah 13 (14);12 Lah 211:32 Cr.L.J.1022, Amolak Bam v. Emperor. 

Bee also Note 2 and S. 1G7 Note 10. 

3. (’26) AIR 192G Bom 551 (553) : 50 Bom 741 : 27 Cri L Jour 1169, In rc 
Llewelyn Evans. 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 All 2G8 (2G9) : 42 All 646 : 22 Cri L. Jour. 22S, Bajbansi v. 
Emperor. (Accused were arrested under S. 55 of this Code as habitual thieves 
and were also detained in custody.) 

-5. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 15G (15G) : 20 Cr. L. J. 230, Harihar Boy v. Emperor. 

•(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 285 (28G) : 58 Cal 1132 : 33 Cr.L.J. 15, BamGopal v. Emperor. 
(Confinement of a police officer under suspension to police lines is illegal and un- 
reasonable.) 

•6. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 383 (385) : 20 Cr. L. J. G75, Harihar Boy v. Emperor. 

7. (’71) 8 Bom H C R Cr 126 (157) (F B), Beg v. Kashinaih. 

•f’30) AIR 1930 Lah 945 (947):12 Lah 1G :32 Cr.L..T.339, Sunder Singh v. Emperor. 

•(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 101 (102) : G2 Cal 384 : 3G Cr. L. J. 615, Sudhasindhu Ley v. 
Emperor. (But the professional privilege of advocates can only be upheld if they 
honourably bear in mind that they are officers of the Court and do not lend 
•themselves in any way to act as go-betweens to facilitate improper communica- 
tions with other undetected criminal associates of the accused.) 
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6, Ghoice of pleader. — Prisoners are to have the fullest 
opportunity to execute valcalatnamas to whomsoever they please . 1 

An accused person has a right to be defended by a pleader of his 
choice and a Magistrate has no right to tell him to engage another 
pleader as the one he had engaged did not know how to behave . 2 No 
•Court has any authority to force upon an accused person the services 
of a counsel if he is unwilling to accept them . 3 Where the accused 
■declines to accept the services of a counsel appointed by the Court and 
raises his objection at the earliest possible opportunity and neither 
instructs such counsel nor is allowed to conduct his own defence, the 
irregularity of the procedure results in an illegal trial and hence in 
a failure of justice. In such eases the High Court will order a new 
trial . 4 The. Magistrate is bound to afford the accused and his friends 
•every opportunity of making his defence and should not personally 
interpose between them. He is not justified in refusing the pleader 
an interview with the accused or a seat in Court . 5 A Judge cannot, 
however, be said to act contrary to S. 340, by interfering in a dispute 
between a counsel assigned for the defence and another counsel who 
is asked to associate himself with the former and in deciding that the 
•defence should be conducted by the former . 0 

6a. Appointment of defence counsel by the Crown. — There 
is no rule providing for the employment of counsel at the expense of 
the Government in an enquiry before a Magistrate, but on principle 
there is no objection to such employment if the Crown is prepared to 
pay for the services of a pleader. But when the Sessions Judge or the 
Magistrate engages a counsel for the defence of an accused, he does so 
with the express or implied consent of the latter and the Court has no 
authority to force upon him the services of a counsel if he is unwilling 
to accept them . 1 See also Note G, 

In selecting lawyers to defend prisoners who are too poor to 
instruct counsel on their own account, those whose duty it is to select 
lawyers to defend at the expense of the Crown, should not treat the 
selection as a matter of patronage for the benefit of the lawyers so 
appointed. .The selection should be made from among young men of 
marked ability . 2 


Note 6 

1. (1863) 1 Bom H G R Gr 16 (16), In re Slieh Dadabhai. 

(1862) 1 Mad HGE4 (4), Queen v. Vaiyapuri Goundan. 

2. (’96) 1896 Rat 861 (863), In re James Fitzgerald. 

3. (’37) 39 P L R 311 (312), Murid Husain v. Emperor. 

■(’29) AIR 1929 Lali 705 (706) : 11 Lali 220 : 31 Cr. L. J. 977, Emperor v.Sukh Deo. 

4. (’37) 39 P L R 311 (312), Murid Husain v. Emperor. 

5. (’99) 1 Bom L R 856 (856), Queen-Empress v. Wasudev Hari. 

•(’93) 21 Cal 642 (661, 662), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba. 

6. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 1 (5, 6) : 30 Cri L Jour 494, Bazlur Bahman v. Emperor. 

Note 6a 

1. (’37) 39 P L R 311 (312), Murid Husain v. Emperor. 

{’29) AIR 1929 Lali 705(706): 11 Lali 220: 31 Cr. L. J. 977, Emperor v. SuJch Deo. 

2. (’38) AIR 193S Pat 153 (158): 39 Cr.L.J. 3S4, Darpan Potdarin v. Emperor. 
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See also Criminal Rules of Practice (Madras) 1931, Er. 117, 157, 
158, 159 and 160, as to the appointment of advocates for the defence 
of accused who have no advocates of their own. 

7. Arguments. — A Court is bound to hear arguments offered 
at any criminal trial or proceeding . 1 It is not a question of indulgence 
but of right, as it is an elementary principle of law that no order- 
ought to be made to a man’s prejudice without hearing him . 2 Refusal 
to hear arguments is not a mere irregularity but an illegality . 3 But 
where the pleaders do not attend on the day fixed for hearing argu- 
ments, the Court can pronounce judgment without hearing them 4 and 
a Magistrate may cut short an argument which has proceeded for an 
inordinate length of time . 5 Where a court witness was examined after 
the close of both parties’ ease and arguments, and the Magistrate was 
not requested to hear further arguments, it was held that no objection 
could be entertained in revision . 6 

Where a counsel is entitled to be heard, he is entitled generally 
to be heard by an oral address and not by a written speech . 7 It is 
the duty of the presiding officer to take such notes of the arguments 
as he thinks fit when they are being submitted to the Court . 8 The 
practice of allowing counsel to file memoranda of arguments has been 
held to be improper, especially so when they are taken behind the 
back of one of the parties . 9 If in any case a pleader desires to submit 
to the Court the notes of his argument or of any further argument, 
which he thinks in the interest of his client ought to be put before the 
Court, he should submit them to the pleader for the opposite party, 
so that the latter may have an opportunity of making any remarks or 
any criticism in respect thereof . 10 Not hearing counsel, but requiring 
him to file a written argument, is, however, not an illegality but an 
irregularity which may be waived . 11 Where a counsel on behalf of his 


Note 7 

1. (’25) AIB 1925 All 282 (283) : 26 Cri L Jour 810, Malik v. Emperor. 

(25) AIR 1925 Oudh 228 (229) : 27 Oudh Cas 323 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1380, BaijNath v. 
Emperor , 

2. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 760 (761) : 6 Bom L R 665, Emperor v. Iboo. 

3. (’2S) AIR 192S Mad 1234 (1235) : 29 Cr. L. J . 10S2, Mutlmkaruppa\. Emperor. 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Nag 208 (208) : 23 Cri L Jour 752, Nyajukhan v. Emperor. 
(Court was in camp and the parties had due notice of this.) 

See also S. 422 Note 1. 

5. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 146 (153) : 35 Cal 243 : 7 Cal L Jour 177 : 12 C W N 299, 
Chintamon Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’24) AIR' 1924 Cal 980 (980) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1107, Abdul v. Mafizuddi Sarkar. 

7. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 426 (428), Amjad Ali v. Suresh Ranjan Pal. (Submission 
of ‘notes’ in the form of a draft judgment condemned.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557 (558) : 53 Bom 119: 30 Cr.L.J. 185, Vinayak v. Emperor. 

8. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 426 (428 ), Amjad Ali\. Suresh Ranjan Pal. (If he feels that 
he has not fully appreciated any part of the arguments which have been submitted 
to him, it is open to him to call the parties before him so that any further 
argument may be presented in open Court in the presence of the other side.) 

9. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1130 (1131) : 29 Cr. L. J. 929(929), Venkayya\. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557 (559): 53 Bom 119 : 30 Cr.L.J. IS b, Vinayak v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 194 (198) : 21 S.L.R. 293 : 27 Cr.L.J. 711, Crowder v. Morri- 
son. (If notes of arguments are accepted, they should form part of the record.) 

10. (’21) AIR 1921 Gal 426 (428), Amjad Ali v. Suresh Ranjan Pal. 

11. See (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557 (559) : 53 Bom 119 : 30 Cr. L. J. 185, Vinayak 
Laxman v. Emperor. 
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■client is entitled to be last beard in the matter, he cannot he deprived 
of the right 12 but the violation of the right is only an irregularity 
which may be cured by section 537. 13 Writing of judgment during the 
arguments is irregular, but curable under section 537. 14 

8. Citing accused’s counsel as witness. — It is very reprehen- 
sible for the prosecution to call as a witness, in the course of the 
proceeding, a counsel who is actually defending an accused person. It 
not only affects the proper conduct of the defence but gives a handle 
to the prosecution to prevent a counsel who is acquainted with the 
facts of the case from conducting the defence. If the prosecution wants 
to call the defence counsel as a witness, sufficient notice ought to be 
given to the accused to enable him to engage a competent counsel. 1 
Where the accused’s counsel is cited as a witness, the rule as to exclu- 
sion of witnesses from the Court will not apply to him, for it would 
■conflict with the provisions of section 340. 2 

It is desirable that counsel do not appear in cases where it is 
probable their evidence would be material. 3 No self-respecting counsel 
would like to conduct a case for the defence after having been called as 
■a witness for the prosecution. 4 The real objection is not to his giving 
evidence (because he is a competent witness) but to his continuing as 
a counsel in the case in which he knows he is likely to be examined as 
a witness. 5 

9. Court and pleader. — A Magistrate should not conduct 
himself unpleasantly towards persons brought before him for trial or 
their legal advisers; 1 and it is highly improper for the Court or for 
persons in charge of the prosecution to intimidate either the accused 
or the pleaders appearing for them. 3 

A Magistrate has no right to ask a pleader to sit down in the 
middle of his cross-examination because he was asking irrelevant 
questions. He can only rule out the questions as irrelevant. He cannot 
refuse to allow the pleader to cross-examine witnesses or permit him 
to do so only on condition of his apologizing for his previous 
contumacious behaviour. 3 It is improper to suspend a pleader before 


12. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557(559):53 Bom 119:30Cr.L.J.I85,Fina2/a&v.A?mperor. 
■(’06) 11 Cal W N xliii (xliii), Promoda v. Emperor. 

13. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 557 (559):53 Bom 119:30 Cr.L.J. 185, Vinayak v. Emperor. 

14. (’93) 21 Cal 121 (128, 129), Damn Senapati v. Sridhar Rajtvar. 

Note 8 


1. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1153 (1154) : 27 Cri L Jour 33, Mannargan v. Emperor. 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 Mad 424 (424) : 44 Mad 916 : 28 Cr.L.J. 588, In re Babureddi. 

3. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 5 (7), Lodd Govindoss Erishnadoss v. Rukmani Bhai. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 99 (100) : 18 SLR 30 : 25 Cr.L.J. 571, Ghadially v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 61 (79) : 5 Pat 777, Ghandreshwar Prasad v. Bishesliwar Pratab. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1153 (1155) : 27 Cri L Jour 33, Mannargan v. Emperor. 

5. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 396 (427 to 429) : 40 Cal 898 (SB), D. Weston v. Peary 
Mohun Das. 


Note 9 

1. (’71) 8 Bom HCRCr 126 (157, 158) (F B), Reg v. Eashinath Dinkar. 

2. (’01) 3 Bom L R 562 (563), King-Emperor v. Bajya Anandrao. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 515 (517) : 20 Cr. L. J. 566, Mahomed Mian v. Emperor. (As 
the position of the accused is always of grave anxiety.) 

3. (’96) 1896 Rat 861 (863), 'Iji re Janies Fitzgerald. 
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Section 340 the close of a case, as grave injustice might he clone to the clients by 
Note 9 depriving them of his services . 38 

Advocates have ample discretion in the conduct of the case of 
which they are in charge and Courts cannot fetter their discretion by 
insisting that their case should be put to this witness or that . 4 As a 
rule, the Court should leave witnesses to the pleaders to he dealt with . 5 

A pleader has a general authority to act in the interests of his 
client in the manner he thinks best; he cannot he charged with 
misconduct if he w r rites out petitions without asking the client and 
asks or advises him to present the same . 0 

As to the authority of a pleader or counsel to make admissions on 
behalf of his client in criminal cases, see the undermentioned decisions . 08 

While Judges should be careful not to offer discourtesy or insult 
to the professional gentlemen who appear before them, counsel should 
also recognize their responsibility and their duties towards the Court 
and to the public and should endeavour by their conduct to prevent any 
unpleasantness, and to avoid provoking the Court to offer discourtesy . 7 

Some latitude should he allowed to a member of the bar, insisting 
in the conduct of his case upon his question being taken down or his 
objections being noted, where the Court thinks the question inadmissible 
or the objections untenable. There ought to be a spirit of give and 
take between the Bench and the Bar in such matters . 78 

It is improper for one and the same counsel to appear for two 
accused having conflicting defences . 8 A pleader who is himself interested 
in a case ought not to appear for the accused as he is prone to allow 
himself to be swayed by his own feelings and improperly obstruct the 
course of justice . 9 

It is not the duty of an advocate to approach the trial Judge and 
apprise him that in his opinion the man -whose fate has been entrusted 
to his care has no defence to make. His duty is to protect his client as 
far as possible from being convicted except by a competent tribunal 
and upon legal evidence sufficient to support a conviction for the 
offence of which he is charged . 10 

3a. (’84) 10 Cal 256 (260, 264), In re Erislo Lall Nag. 

4. (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 515 (516) : 20 CriL Jour 566, Mahomed Mian v. Emperor . 

5. (’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 371 (372) : 27 Oudh Cas 246 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1226, Janhi v. 
Sheo Narain Singh. 

6. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 438 (439) : 20 Ind Cas 598 (Oudh), Satgur Prasad v. Emperor. 
6a. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 241 (242, 243) : 52 Bom 686 : 29 Cr. L. J. 990, Bansilal 

Gangaram v. Emperor. (Pleader’s admission is binding on the party.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 99 (101) : 21 Cri L Jour 777, Sheo Narain Singh v. Emperor. 
(It is better in a capital case not to take admissions from defence counsel — The 
more prudent course is to have every fact strictly proved on the record.) 

See also S. 271 Note 10. 

7. (’17) AIR 1917Pat437 (438): 18 Cr.L.J. 670 (671), Nibaran Chandra x. Emperor. 
7a. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 612 (613) : 6 Bom L R 541, In re Dattatraya Venkatesh. 

8. (’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 13 Cr, p. 25 (25) ; Him v. Empress. (Especially in a 
murder case where the life of each is in peril.) 

9. (’33) AIR 1933 Rang 34 (34) : 34 Cri L Jour 466, In re TJ, a Higher Grade 
Pleader, Taonngoo. 

10. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (268, 269) : 25 Cri L Jour 817 (EB), King-Emperor v. 
Barendra Kumar Ghose. 
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10. “ Pleader. ” — The word ‘pleader’ means and inclu dcs a 
pleader, muktear, advocate, vakil and attorney of a High Court 
authorized by law to practise in any Court: see S. 4 (l), clause (r). Rule 10 
of the Appellate Side Rules of the Bombay High Court debars advocates 
who are not advocates on the original side from appearing, pleading 
or acting in any suit or in the High Court in any matter of ordinary 
original jurisdiction, civil or criminal. Hence advocates on the appellate 
side do not come within the definition of pleader quoad the High Court 
Sessions. 1 

The question whether a vakil can act for a party in a criminal 
appeal from the original side of the High Court or whether the 
appearance can be only by an attorney depends upon the rules of that 
Court and is not concluded by anything in this Code. 2 A Munsif’s 
Court pleader comes within the category of ‘authorized pleader.’ 3 But 
a person who is licensed to appear only in certain districts cannot be 
said to be authorized to practise in a Court beyond those limits. But 
it is in the discretion of the Magistrate to permit him to appear for 
an accused person. The discretion should, however, be exercised 
judicially and sparingly. 4 

A Magistrate has no power to forbid a duly qualified pleader to- 
appear. 5 No vakalat is necessary when an authorized pleader appears 
in defence of an accused person either at the original trial or in an 
appeal. A memorandum of appearance is sufficient. 5 Even this has 
been held to be unnecessary when the party also is present. 7 

District Judges have no power to forbid legal practitioners from 
practising pending renewal of their certificates. Any such orders must 
proceed from the High Court. 8 

11. Muktears and other persons. — Under the Code of 1861 , 
an accused was entitled to be defended by a muktear 1 or authorised' 
agent. 2 

t The law now relative to this right is contained in S. 340 read with’ 
S.4 (l) (r) of the Code. Every person accused before a criminal Court 
may of right be defended by a pleader, and “pleader” (before the 
amendment of 1923) included muktears and other persons, only if 


Note 10 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 70 (71) : 58 Bom 456 (F B), In re Philip N. Godinho. 

See also S. 4 (1) (r) Note 1. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 675(678):55 Cal 858:29 Cr.L.J. 1022, SatyaNarainv.Emperor, 

3. (’79) 2 Weir 402 (402). 

4. (’18) AIR 1918 Epp Bur 56 (56) : 2 Epp Bur Rul 121 : 18 Cr. L. J. 345, In re 
17. Calogreedy. (The interests of the accused must be considered in doing so.) 

5. (’69) 1869 Rat 25 (25) : Beg. v. Dajee Mansukliram. 

6. (’74) 2 Weir 402 (402). 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bat 296 (298) : 27 Cri L Jour 666, Snbda Sanial v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 192 (192) : 25 CriL Jour 73, Manikonda Lingayyav. Emperor. 
See also S. 419 Note 3. 

7. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 305 (306) : 1 Ind Cas 546 (Mad), In re Munirama Beddi. 

8. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 688 (688) : 54 Mad 574, In re Gopala Menon. 

Note 11 

1. (’81) 6 Bom 14 (15), Imperairixv. Shivram Gundo. (Even in the case of a cri- 
minal appeal — Case was governed by Code of 1872.) 

2. (1862) 1862 Rat 1 (2), Beg. v. Bamchandra. 
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Notes 11-12 


they had llio Court’s permission to appear. 3 The amendment of 1923 
has done away with the necessity for permission so far as muktears 
are concerned. As regards other persons, the provision regarding 
permission still holds good. An estate manager may ho a pleader 
provided ho has the permission of the Court to plead.' 1 A Prosecuting 
Inspector may, with the Court's permission, defend an accused person. 5 
In the undermentioned case, 0 third class advocates in Burma would 
appear to have required permission to plead and act in a Sessions 
Court. See also Notes under section 4 (l) (r). 

Though prior to the amendment muktears required the Court’s 
permission to constitute them pleaders in a particular case, it was held 
that it would rarely he a wise discretion on the part of the Court to 
refuse permission to a muktear to appear for the defence as it would he 
depriving parties of legal aid which they can frequently obtain at a 
moderate cost. 7 

The practice of permitting private vakils to defend parties is not 
illegal as it is left to the discretion of the Magistrate to hear such 
agents or not. 8 

The discretion must be exercised in respect of each case indivi- 
dually and a general order prohibiting a person from appearing in any 
case in any Court or Courts is illegal. 0 If a person is aggrieved hv the 
refusal of a Magistrate to allow him to appear in a particular case ho 
may move the High Court in revision. 10 But when the case is ended, 
it would ho useless to proceed with a revision petition in respect of the 
order refusing permission ; the accused may, however, take it as a 
ground of appeal that he has been deprived of legal assistance. 11 

12. Sub-section (2). — It was assumed in the undermentioned 
case 1 that the class of persons specified in this sub-section referred to 

3. ('ll) 12 Cr. L. .1. Ill (111) : 3SCal43S :9I.C. GG1, IshanChandrav. Emperor. 
(The character of such a person is to he taken into consideration.) 

(’8G) 18SG Rat 314 (314), In re Vcnlatesh. 

(’OS) 7 Cri L .Tour 21 (22, 23) : 30 All GG : 1903 All W N 11 : 5 A L J 40, Ip re 
Anani Bain. 

('ll) 12 Cri Li .Tour 1 IS (118): 9 I. C. 711 : 4 Sind LR 19-5, TopanmaU v. Emperor. 

(G Bom 14, distinguished.) 

See also S. 4 (1) (r) Note 1. 

4. (’26) AIR 192G Bom 21S (222) : 30 Bom 250 : 27 Cri L .Tour 440, Dorabshah 
Roman ji v. Emperor. (There must be something on record to show that such 
person has been duly appointed by tbenccused and permitted by the Court todoso.) 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 150 (151) : 2G Nag LR 172 : 31 Cri L Jour 419, Emperor v. 
Chotclehan. 

6. (’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 2G0, In rc Travers Drapes. 

7. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. Ill (112) : 38 Cal 48S, Isltan Chandra v. Emperor. 

8. (’74) 7 Mad H C R App xxxvii (xxxvii) : 2 Weir 400. 

9. (’23) Allt 1923 Mad 183 (184), In rc Nagasivami Iyer. (The applicant wanted 
general permission to appear in all subordinate Courts in the district.) 

(’02) 12 Mad L Jour 354 (354) : 2 Weir 401, In rc Krishnamachariar. 

(’75) 2 Weir 400 (401). 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L.J. 111(112) : 3S Cal 4SS : 9 I. C. 6G4, Ishan Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’70) 14 Suth W R Cri Cir 5(5). 

(18G4) 1 Suth W R Cr 31 (34), Queen v. Sham Chand. 

10. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 183 (184), In rc Nagasivami Iyer. 

11. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 484 (4S5), In rc Atakvri Saravayya. 

Note 12 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 822 (S2S) : 52 Cal 721 : 2G Cr. L. J. 1191 (FB), Narcndra 
Chandra Rudra Pal v. Sabarali Blntiya. 
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accused- persons and it was held that the Legislature removed, in the case Section 350 

of this particular class of persons, a disability which ordinarily attached Note 12 

to accused persons. According to another view, the new sub-section 

does not remove the restraint from any class of accused persons but 

only makes it clear that the persons mentioned therein are not really 

accused persons to whom the restriction against being put on oath 

would apply. 1 2 

Even prior to this amendment it was held that the following 
persons were competent witnesses and that the restriction in clause 4 
of section 342 did not apply to them : 

(1) Persons against whom an order of maintenance is sought 

under S. 488. 3 * 

(2) Parties proceeded against under S. 145, 1 and a party to 

proceeding under s. 133. 5 

' ’ As regards persons proceeded against under S. 488, in a case decided 

after the amendment, it was held that by the omission of the word 
“accused” in sub-section (9) of s. 488, the Legislature intended that 
such persons should no longer be looked upon as accused persons. 6 


34 1 .* If the accused, though not insane, 
Procedure where accused cannot he made to understand 
c codings. 1 undersland pro " the proceedings, the Court may 
proceed with the inquiry or trial ; and, in the case of 
a Court other than a High Court, if such inquiry 
results in a commitment, or if such trial results in a 
conviction, the proceedings shall he forwarded to the 
High Court with a report of the circumstances of the. 
case, and the High Court shall pass thereon such order 
as it thinks fit. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope. 

2. Duties and powers of Court 

other than the High Court. 

3. Proceedings shall be forwarded 

. to the High Court. 


3a. Non-compliance with the section 
— Effect. 

4. “High Court shall pass thereon 

such order as it thinks fit.” 

5. Criminal responsibility of deaf 
mutes. 


Section 351 


* 1882 : S. 341; 1872 : S. 186 para. 3; 1861 : Nil. 


2. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 509 (511) : 54 Cal 532 : 28 Cr. L. J. 407, Krishen Loyal v. 
Corporation of Calcutta. 

3. (’95) 18 All 107 (108) : 1895 AWN 242, Hira Lai v. Sahebjan. 

(’89) 16 Cal 781 (787), Nur Mahomed v. Bismullajan. (Such proceedings are of 
a civil nature.) 

See also S. 488 Note 5. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudk 286 (286) : 26 Cr. L.J.70, Mohammad Ayub v, Sarfaraz 
Ahmad. 

5. (’05) 2 Cr.L.J. 575(577): 9 CWN 127: 2 CLJ W3,Hirananda Ojha v. Emperor. 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 339 (339) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1091, Bachai Ealwar v. Jamuna 
Kalwarin. See also Section 488 Note 5. 


2Cr,117. 
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Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Competency of Magistrate to mal;o 
order under S. 562, See Note 2, 
Discretion of the High Court. See 
Note 4. 

Enquiry as to stato of mind of accused. 
See Note 1. 

Findings ns to inability to understand. 
Sec Note 3. 

Magistrate’s views — Whether to be 
stated in reference. See Note 3. 

Order for disclinrge. See Note 4. 


Order for keeping in custody. SeeNote4. 
Persons of unsound mind. See Note 1. 
Reference to High Court — Conditions 
for. See Notes 2 and 3. 

Remand for recording a conviction. See 
Note 3. 

Summary procedure. See Note 2. 

Where accused is able to understand. 
See Note 1. 

Whether a Magistrate can pass sentence. 
See Note 2. 


1. Scope. — The provisions of this section do not apply to a 
person who is of unsound mind . They apply to persons who are 
unable to understand the proceedings from deafness or dumbness or 
ignorance of the language of the country or other similar cause . 1 
Whore the inability to understand the proceedings is due to unsound- 
ness of mind, the procedure to be followed is that provided for in 
chapter XXXIV. 2 Where a Magistrate found an accused to be of poor 
wits and wanting in apprehension of the serious consequences of his 
acts and incapable of understanding anything, the High Court directed 
that the Magistrate should hold an enquiry into the question, whether 
the accused was a lunatic at the time of the trial or at the time he 
committed the act, that if he found that he was not a lunatic at either 
of those timos, he should proceed under S. 341 and that if he convicted 
the accused, he should report the case to the High Court . 3 The fact 
that the accused is deaf and dumb does not par se justify a reference 
under s.341. He must also bo unable to understand the proceedings . 4 

2. Duties and powers of Court other than the High Court. 

— If the Magistrate is of opinion that the accused cannot be made 
to understand the proceedings, he should nevertheless proceed with 
the enquiry or trial till the end and if it results in a conviction or 
committal, the proceedings should be forwarded to the High Court 
with a report as to the circumstances of the case . 1 He should not 
proceed to pass sentence on the accused, but having convicted him 
should stay proceedings and report the matter to the High Court for 


Section 341 — Note 1 

1. (’80) 5 Bom 262 (263), Empress v. Husen. 

2. (’80) 5 Bom 262 (263), Empress v. Husen. 

(’05) 1895 Rat 832 (833), Queen-Empress v. Kasima. 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 24 (24) : 13 Ind Cas 216 (Mad), In re Adala Ycrrivadxi, 

4. (’37) 1937 Mad W N 1121 (1121), Public Prosecutor v. Subbayya. (Accused 
found to be deaf and dumb, it being impossible to communicate with him or to 
understand him — S. 341 applies.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 799 (799) : 28 Cri L Jour 656, Emperor v. Gunga. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 840 (840) : 10 Lah 566 : 29 Cr, L. 3. llQi, Alla Dxax. Emperor. 
(’01) 3 Bom L R 371 (371), Emperor v. Dada Mahadu. 

(’82) 1882 Rat 180 (181), Queen-Empress v. Triham. 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 37 (37), Doobri Hulwai v. A dumb person. 

(’26) 27 Cr. L. J. 1097 (1097, 1098) : 97 I. C. 3Gl{M\),Empcrorv.BarhmaSingh. 
(’04) 1 All L Jour 273n (273 n), Jai Narain v. Emperor. (S. 341 does not apply 
where the accused does, and can be made to, understand the proceedings by signs.) 

Note 2 

1. (’97) 1897 Rat 879 (879), In rc A dumb man. 

(’75) 2 Weir 403 (404). 

(’02) 4 Bom L R 825 (825), In re A deaf and dumb man. 
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orders . 2 Nor is he empowered to pass an order under section 562 of 
the Code . 3 

The view being, that it is impossible for a deaf mute to have lived 
to maturity, without being able to communicate with his relatives, 
High Courts have insisted on Magistrates attempting to find out 
whether the accused (if he is deaf and dumb) has any friends or 
relatives, who are accustomed to communicate with him, his antecedents 
and ordinary mode of life, and the manner in which he was commu- 
nicated with, in the ordinary affairs of life. The Magistrate should 
attempt to get into communication with the accused with the assistance 
of his relatives . 4 The omission to attempt to communicate with the 
accused is clearly wrong; where there was such a failure, and the 
High Court was not able to say that the accused were not prejudiced, 
the conviction was set aside . 6 If no failure of justice has, however, 
occurred the High Court may decline to interfere with the conviction . 6 

Summary procedure is not suitable to the case of accused who 
cannot be made to understand the proceedings . 7 

3. Proceedings shall he forwarded to the High Court. — 

There should be a conviction or committal before a reference is made 
to the High Court . 1 If a reference is made before a conviction or 
committal, the record will be returned to the trying Magistrate to be 
reported by him only if he convicts or commits the accused . 2 

In submitting a case to the High Court under this section, the 
Magistrate must state his view of the conduct of the accused in the 
commission of the offence, his previous history and habits. There must 
also be a finding wdiether the accused was capable of understanding 
and did, in fact, understand the nature of the proceedings and the 
purport of the evidence given by the witnesses ; 3 the report should 
also state the reason for the Magistrate’s holding that the accused did 
not understand the proceedings, what means were used to make him 
understand them, and the reason why such means were unsuccessful . 4 


2. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 37 Cr, p. 139 (140), Empress v. Galina. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 386 (387) : 11 Ind Cas 250 : 1 Upp Bur Rul 57, Emperor v. 
Nga San Myin. 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 248 (248) : 14 Ind Cas 600 (Mad), Addala Ycrrivadu v. 
District Magistrate of Vizagapatam. 

See also S. 562 Note 7. 

4. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 444 (445) : 8 Bom L R 849, In re A deaf and dumb man. 
(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 386 (387) : 11 Ind Cas 250 : 1 Upp Bur Bui 57, Emperor v. 

Nga San Myin. 

5. (’70) 6 Mad HCE App vii (vii). 

See also S. 271 Note 4. 

6. (’70) 2 Weir 402 (403). 

7. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 444 (445) : 8 Bom L B 849, In re A deaf and dumb man. 
See also S. 260 Note 4. 

Note 3 

1. (’97) 1897 Bat 879 (879), In re A dumb man. 

(’82) 1882 Bat 180 (180), Queen-Empress v. Trikam. 

(1900) 27 Cal 368 (370) : 4 C W N 421, Empress v. Somir Bowra. 

(’96) 1S96 Bat 836 (836), In re A dumb man. 

2. (’81) 1881 All W N 15 (15), Empress v. Mathuria. 

3. (’94) 1894 Bat 696 (697), Queen-Empress v. Beubin Samuel. 

(’97) 1897 Bat 879 (879), In re A dumb man. ' 

4. (’96) 1896 Bat 836 (836, 837), In re A dumb man. 


Section 351 
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The proceedings to be forwarded to the High Court under this 
section are only those relating to an accused person who cannot he 
made to understand the proceedings though not insane. If in a case 
there are two accused and one of them though not insane is not able 
to understand the proceedings, the Magistrate is not to refer the 
proceedings of both to the High Court and the High Court under this 
section will have no jurisdiction to pass any order with regard to the 
accused who is able to understand the proceedings . 5 • 

3a. Non-compliance with the section — Effect. — In the 

undermentioned case 1 the accused, a deaf mute, unable to understand 
the proceedings was committed to the sessions for trial. Instead of 
submitting the case to the High Court under the provisions of this 
section, the Sessions Judge tried the case and acquitted the accused. It 
was held that though the Sessions Judge was wrong in proceeding to 
try the accused, the trial was not completely void under s. 530. 

4. “High Court shall pass thereon such order as it thinks 
fit.” — The High Court has, in a case reported under this section, 
full discretion to do "whatever the circumstances of the case require . 1 
Although the prisoner had not been able to understand the proceedings 
and therefore those proceedings had not, according to the principles of 
English common law r , constituted a fair and proper trial, yet, under- 
special circumstances, if the High Court should think fit, it might 
treat them as amounting to a sufficient trial and pass sentence according 
to the facts, which seem to be established in the course of, and as a 
result of those proceedings . 2 

The unrestricted powers vested in the High Court in dealing 
wdth cases under this section warrant its ordering that the accused be 
confined in a suitable place of safe custody under the orders of the 
Provincial Government . 3 In serious cases, it is usually the practice to 
refer the matter to the Provincial Government . 4 In the case of minor 

(’96) 9 G P L R Cr 3S (39), Empress v. Eonda. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 352 (353) : 39 Cr. L. J. 866, Emperor v. Trimbak Daviodar. 

Note 3a 

1. (’37) 1937 Mad W N 1121 (1121), Public Prosecutor v. Subbayya. (On appeal 
from acquittal by the Sessions Judge, High Court heard the case on the merits 
and declined to interfere with the order of acquittal.) 

Note 4 

1. (’35) 1935 Mad W N 1287 (1288), In rc Public Prosecutor, Madras. 

2. (’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 35 (36), Queen v. Bowka Hari. 

(1900) 27 Cal 368 (369), Empress v. Somir Bowra. (Where accused cannot under- 
stand the proceedings, the proceedings do not represent a complete trial.) 

(’ll) 12 Gri L Jour 386 (388) : 11 1. C. 250 : 1 Upp Bur Rul 57, Emperor v. Nga 
San My in. 

3. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 37 Cr, p. 139 (140), Empress v. Galina. 

(’ll) 12 Cr.L. J. 613 (614) : 1911PunRe No. 13 Cr : 12 I, C. 989, Emperor v. Dost 
Muhammad. 

(’81) 5 Bom 262 (263), Empress v. ffusen. 

[j See also (’35) 1935 Mad W N 1287 (1288), In rc Public Prosecutor, Madras. 
(Accused unable to understand proceedings — His detention in custody during 
pleasure of Local Government was ordered instead of his trial being ordered to 
proceed.)] 

See also S. 471 Note 1. 

4. Sec (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 414(415): 36 Cr. L. J. 880, Emperor v. Bam Manohar. 



CH. 24.3 ACCUSED NOT UNDERSTANDING PROCEEDINGS 1861 


offences, the accused is sometimes discharged . 5 

The High Court may also cause notice of the reference to be 
served on the accused, so as to afford him another opportunity of being 
heard in the matter of the charge . 0 

When a case of a person unable to understand the proceedings is 
committed to the sessions and the proceedings are submitted to the 
High Court, the law does not contemplate that the sessions trial shall 
necessarily take place. It leaves it to the High Court to determine 
this, after considering whether any benefit will be likely to result, 
especially to the accused, by such trial . 7 

5. Criminal responsibility of deaf mutes, — Though great 
caution and diligence are necessary in the trial of a deaf mute, yet, if 
it be shown that such person had sufficient intelligence to understand 
the character of his criminal act, he is liable to be punished . 1 

It was formerly presumed as a matter of law that a person born 
deaf and dumb was an idiot, but in modern practice want of speech 
and hearing does not necessarily imply mental deficiency. If the 
accused’s mind is sound, his inability to hear and speak does not excuse 
him from criminal liability . 2 

In the undermentioned case 3 , the accused, who was charged with 
murder, was not punished as an ordinary offender, but kept in 
detention pending orders from the Local Government, because, in 
addition to being unable to understand the proceedings, he was found 
to have been incapable, by reason of unsoundness of mind, from 
knowing that he was doing wrong; and in other cases, when the 
accused’s infirmity led to his acquittal. of the offonee of theft, because 
it was the impossibility of his being made to understand the proceed- 
ings that prevented the High Court from determining whether he 
knew the nature of the act committed or whether he acted with 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 352 (353) : 39 Cr. L. J. 866, Emperor v. Trimbak Damo- 
■ Aar. (Offence under S. 262, Penal Code — Accused congenitally deaf and dumb 

and High Court not satisfied that he knew the nature of his act — High Court 
discharged the accused giving him the benefit of the doubt.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Imh 333(334) : 1 Lah 260 : 21 Cr. L. J. 621, Emperor v. Bolivian. 
(’85) 1885 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, p. 78 (78), Atu Bam v. Empress. 

(’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 35 (35), Dwarka Nath Haidar v. Noder Ghand Kavite. 
[See also (’75) 7 N W P H C R 131 (131, 132), Queen v. Ganga. (Deaf and dumb 
accused committing housebreaking through sheer hunger — High Court recom- 
mended him to be made over to his father.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Bom 194 (194) : 25 Cr, L. J. 660, Emperor v.Ehasaba Tatyai. 
(Attempt to commit suicide — High Court took into consideration bis unhappy 
condition and sentenced him to one day’s imprisonment.)] 

6. (’74) 22 Suth TV R Cr 35 (36), Queen v. Boiuka Eari. 

7. (1900) 27 Cal 368 (369, 370), Queen-Empress v. Somir Boiora. (Sessions trial 
dispensed with, accused being insane at the time of offence.) 

Note 5 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Bom 288 (288) : 18 Cr. L. J. 143 (143) : 40 Bom 598, Emperor 
v. Deaf and dumb man. 

2. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 386 (388) : 11 1. C. 250 : 1 Upp Bur Rul 57, Emperors. Nga 
San Myin. 

(’74) 22 Suth IV R Cr 72 (72), Queen v. Bowka. 

(’81) 1881 All W .N 54 (54), Empress v. Mathurla. 

3. (1900) 27 Cal 368 (370), .Queen-Empress v. Somir Bowra. 


Section 351 
Notes 4-rS 



1862 


POWER TO EXAMINE THE ACCUSED 


[CH. 24. 


Section 341 dishonest intention , 4 5 the High Court declined to draw any presumption 
Note S against the accused, fropa the recent possession by him of stolen 

property, because his infirmity prevented him from offering any 
explanation he might have for such possession . 6 

In dealing with a deaf and dumb person, it is essential for a 
Magistrate, before convicting him and submitting his case to the High 
Court, to record a finding to the effect that he had sufficient intelligence 
to understand the criminal character of his act . 0 


Section 342 34 - 2 .* ( 1 ) For the purpose of enabling the 

power to examine accused to explain any circumstances 
the accused. appearing in the evidence against 

him, the Court may, at any stage of any inquiry or 
trial without previously warning the accused, put 


Examination 
of accused. 


* Code of 1882 : S. 342 — Same. 

Code of 1872 : Ss. 193, 250, 342, 343 and 345. 

193. The Magistrate may from time to time, at any stage 
of the inquiry and without previously warning the accused 
person, examine him, and put such questions to him as he 
considers necessary. 

The accused person shall not render himself liable to punishment for refusal 
to answer such questions, or for giving false answers to them but the Magistrate 
shall draw such inference as may to him seem just from such refusal. 

Explanation: — The answer given by an accused person may be put in evi- 
dence against him, not only in the case under inquiry, but also in trials for any 
other offences which his replies may tend to show he has committed. 

250. The Court may from time to time, at any stage of the trial, examine the 
Examination ftccused P erson i and shall question him generally on the case 
of accused. 


after the witnesses for the prosecution have been examined, and 
before he is called on for his defence. 


Accused man 342. In all inquiries and trials, a Criminal Court may 

be Questioned ^ * l 'om time to time and at any stage of the proceedings, put any 
” ‘ questions to the accused person which such Court may think proper. 

343. The accused person shall not be liable to any punishment for refusing 

Accused not nunishdblc to ans ' ver ’ or for answering falsely, questions asked 

for refusal tn\ answer undGr Sl 342 > bufc tbe Courfc sbaI1 draw such Terence 

* J "as seems just from such refusal. 

tr. 345. No oath or affirmation shall be adminis- 

ecu sect not to be szoom* i -j » j 

tered to the accused person. 

Code of 1861 : Ss. 202, 204 and 373. 

202. It shall be in the discretion of the Magistrate, from time to time, at any 
Examinat'on sta 8 e the enquiry, to examine the accused person, and to put 
of defenda it ? sucb Questions to him as he may consider necessary. It shall be 
‘in the option of the accused person to answer such questions. 

Accused person 204. No oath or affirmation shall be administered to the 

not to be sioorn. accused person. 

373. The Court, at the close of the evidence on behalf of the accused person 
When accused person ifa ^ ^ iden “ “ adduced on his behalf, or otherwise 
man he examined at tbe close of the case for the prosecution, may put any 

• ' question to the accused person which it may think 

proper. It shall be in the option of the accused person to answer such question. 


4. (’02) 4 Bom L R 296 (296), King-Emperor v. Monya, 

5. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 50 (50) : 15 Cri L Jour 578 (579), In re Oomayan. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 64 (64) : 30 Cri L Jour 948, Emperor v. Gunga. 
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such questions to him as the Court considers necessary, 
and shall, for the purpose aforesaid, question him 
generally on the case after the witnesses for the prose- 
cution have been examined and before he is called on 
for his defence. 

(2) The accused shall not render himself liable to 
punishment by refusing to answer such questions, or 
by giving false answers to them; but the Court and 
the jury (if any) may draw such inference from such 
refusal or answers as it thinks just. 

(3) The answers given by the accused may be 
taken into consideration in such inquiry or trial, and 
put in evidence for or against him in any other inquiry 
into, or trial for, any other offence which such answers 
may tend to show he has committed. 

(4) No oath shall be administered to the accused. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Applicability to summons 
cases and summary trials. 

4. Applicability to trials before 

Presidency Magistrates. 

5. Applicability to proceeding 

under Chapter VIII. 

6. Applicability to proceeding 

under section 363 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. 

7. Applicability of section to 

proceeding under S. 488. 

8. Applicability to proceeding 

under S. 476. 

9. When questions should be put. 

10. Examination after framing 

charge. 

11. “Evidence,” meaning of. 

12. Examination must be by the 

Court itself and not by others. 

13. De novo trial — Examination 
by successor. 

14. Nature of examination contem- 
plated by the section. 

15. “Question him generally on 
the case." 

16. “Without previously warning 

the accused.” 

17. Examination of pleader of 

accused. 

18. Written statement of accused, 

if sufficient. 

19. Examination by committing 

Magistrate. 


20. Examination of accused in 
. sessions trials. 

21. Refusal to answer — Sub-s. (2). 

22. Giving false answers — Sub-s. (2). 

23. Answers given to be taken into 

consideration. 

24. Irrelevant answers. 

25. Answers making defama- 

tory statements. 

26. Answers amounting to con- 

tempt of Court. 

27. Answers by one accused, if 

can be considered against 
co-accused. 

28. Several accused — Each to be 

examined separately. 

29. Accused’s defence in general. 

30. Court, if can ask accused to give 

thumb-impressions. 

31. “No oath shall be administered 

to the accused” — Sub-s. (4). 

32. Examination of accused in 
a cross-case as a witness. 
32a. Applicability of section to 
proceedings under S. 14 of 
the Legal Practitioners Act. 
32b. Applicability to proceedings 
under S. 145. 

33. Examination of accused — How 

recorded. See S. 364. 

34. Destruction of record — Proof 

of examination. 

35. Non-compliance with the section 

— Effect of. 
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Section 342 
Note 1 


Oilier Topics (miscellaneous) 


Accused — Not in a different trial. See 
Note 31. 

Accused not on trial. See Note 31. 

Additional evidence. See Note 9. 

After amendment of charges. See Note 9. 

After confession, not accused. See 
Note 31. 

After conviction, not accused. See 
Note 31. 

After court-witness. See Note 9. 

After re-call of prosecution witnesses. 
See Note 9. 

After withdrawal, not accused. See 
Note 31. 

Alternative or inconsistent defences. 
See Note 29. 

Appeal — Continuation of case. See 
Note 31. 

Bombay Gambling Act, 1887. See 
Note 31. 

, Careful questioning. See Note 15. 

Circumstantial evidence and explana- 
tion. See Note 23. 

Cross-examination of accused. See Notes 

• 14 and 35. 

Defence, how far to explain. See Notes 
29 and 23. 

Defence not to aid prosecution. ' See 
Note 29. fc 

•Effect of S. 289. See Note 20. 

. Effect of S. 209. See Note 19. 

Examination after defence let in. See 

' • Note 9. 

Examination after further cross-exami- 
nation. See Notes 9 and 10. 

. Examination before process — Illegal. 
See Note 31. 

.Examination before trial begins. See 
Note 35. 

Examination in cross-case. SeeNote32. 

Examination of accused not to aid pro- 
secution. See Note 14. 

Examination under first part and under 
second part — Discretionary and man- 
datory. See Notes 2, 9 and 35. 


Evidence of co-accused in joint trials. 
See Note 31. 

False answers — No offence. See Note 22. 

Illegal pardon — Still accused. See 
Note 31. 

Inapplicability to summons cases. See 
Note 3. 

Long composite questions. See Note 15. 

“No addition to statement before Magis- 
trate.” See Note 15. 

No examination before committal. See 
Note 19. 

No examination, if no evidence against 
accused. See Note 14. 

No inquisitorial proceedings against 
accused. See Notes 14 and'21. 

Non-compliance — Effect. See Note 35. 

Object of examination. See Notes 2 
and 14. 

Pardon by Government subsequent to 
trial — Still accused. See Note 31. 

Personal examination of accused. See 
Note 17. 

Petty cases and technical offences. See 
Note 35. 

Prior convictions — Questions. See 
Note 14. 

Prosecution instructing for examination 
of accused — Improper. 'See Note 12. 

Questions and not statements of accused. 
See Notes 2, 18 and 21. 

Record of refusal to answer. See Note 21. 

Refusal to answer — No offence. See 
Note 21. 

Refusal to give handwriting — Adverse 
inference drawn. See Note 30. 

Revision. See Note 35. 

Section 164 statement. See Note 16. 

Statement not to be used against others. 
See Notes 23 and 27. 

Statement of accused to be taken as a 
whole. See Note 23. 

Time of questioning accused. See 
Notes 9 and 31. 


1. Legislative changes. — Under the Code of 1861, it was not 
incumbent on the Magistrate to examine the accused, whether before 
or after the close of the prosecution case . 1 It was in the discretion of 
the Court to do so or not . 2 In the Code of 1872, the discretionary 
-nature of the examination was retained so far as enquiries and trials, 


Section 342 — Note 1 

1. (1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Hurnalh. (Examination before com- 
mittal held not necessary.) 

(’65) 2 Suth W R Gr L 11 (12). (Do.) 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361-(363):52 Cal 522:26 Cr.L.J.631, Emperor v. Alimuddi. 
(1863) 1 Mad H G R Cr 199 (200), Ex parte V irabhadra Gaud. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Gr 25 (25) : 1 Beng L R 16w, Queen v. Shama Sunhar. 

(’71) 16 Suth W R Gr 21 (22), In re Dinoo Boy. 

'(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 49 (50), Bajah Nilmonee Singh Deo v. Boma Oliurn. 

(1864) 3 Mad H C R App ii (iii). ' - - 

• [Sec also (’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 57. Cr, p. 64 (65), Azeem v. Crown.) 

[But see (’68) 9 Suth W R Gr 62- (63), Queen v. Bissessur Sew.] . . , 
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other than sessions trials, were concerned. So far as sessions tr ials 
•were concerned, such examination -was made compulsory . 3 In the Code 
of 1882, the purpose of the examination was set forth in the section. 

2. Scope of the section. — This section provides for the 
examination by the Court of accused persons, and except under the 
circumstances and restrictions set forth in this section, an accused 
person is incapable of being examined by the Court . 1 

The section is based on the principle involved in the maxim 
audi alteram partem, namely, that no one should be condemned 
unheard , 2 and the accused should be heard, not merely on what is 
prim a facie proved against him, but on every circumstance appearing 
in evidence against him . 3 

The section does not purport to be only in the interest of the 
accused; its object is to enable the accused to explain any circum- 
stances appearing against him in the evidence; the intention of the 
provision is for the furtherance of justice and to enable the Court to 
decide the question of the guilt of the accused . 4 The result of the 
examination may be beneficial to the accused but it may equally be 
injurious to him . 5 

The section consists of two parts, the first part giving a discretion 
to the Court , 5 the second part being mandatory . 7 At any stage of the 


3. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (364): 52 Cal 522: 26 Cr.L.J. 631, Emperor v. Alimuddi. 

Note 2 

1. (’97) 19 All 200 (201) : 1897 A W N 23, In the matter of Barkat. (He cannot 
be examined as a witness either for the prosecution or for the defence.) 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 16 (18) : 36 Or. L. J. 1303 : 11 Luck 461, Emperor v. 
Karuna Shankar. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 56 (58) : 4 Nag L R 163, Emperor v. Kissan Yessu. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 5 (5, 6) : 23 S. L. R. 1 : 29 Cr. L. J. 932, Allah Dito v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 49 (52) : 34 Cri L Jour 591, Ibrahim v. Emperor. 

,3. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 378 (380) : 41 Cri L Jour 783, Emperor v. Jit Lai. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 56 (58) : 4 Nag L R 163, Emperor v. Kissan Yessu. 

4. (’34) AIR 1934 All 693 (694) : 35 Cri L Jour 879, Ishwar Dasv. Bhagwan Das. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 854 (858) : 17 C P L R Cr 113, Emperor v. Katay Kisan. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (365) : 52 Cal 522 : 26 Cr.L.J. 631, Emperor v . Alimuddi. 

5. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 56 (58) : 4 Nag L R 163, Emperor v. Kissan Yessu. 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 283 (283):41 Cr.L.J. 585, Bhanwar Singh v.Sukhr am Singh. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 211 (212) : 38 Cri L Jour 399, Hassan v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 605 (605) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1340 : 62 Cal 475, Emperor v. Ajaliar 
Mandal. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (477) : 5 Pat L. J. 430 : 21 Cr. L. J. 705, Raghu Bhumij 
v. Emperor. 

■(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 723 (725) : 26 Cri L Jour 927, Rameshar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 131 (131, 132) : 16 Sind L R 201 : 25 Cr. L. J. 191, Dmu v. 
Emperor. 

[See (’24) AIR 1924 Bom 334 (335) : 25 Cri L Jour 1127, Emperor v. Narayah 
Sayannai] 

7. (’37) 1937 MWN 574 (575), V arahalamma v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 20 (20) : 38 Cr. L. J. 387, Mt.Lalany. Emperor. (Examina- 
tion under S. 342 is obligatory only after the prosecution evidence is finished.) 
(’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 211 (212) : 38 Cri L Jour 399, Hassan v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal'605 (605) : 36 Cr. L. J, 1340 : 62 Cal 475, Emperor v. Ajahar 
Mandal. 

(’30) 31 Cri L Jour 613 (614) : 124 Ind Cas 70 (Cal), Moyzuddin Meanv. Emperor. 
(Summary trial.) 

.(’23) AIR. 1923 Cal 196 (197, 198) : 50 Cal 223:: '24 Cri L Jour 198, Mozahur Ali 
. -V. Emperor, . . - - • - - , ' 
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Section 352 inquiry or trial, the Court may put such questions to the accused as 

Note 2 it considers necessary for the purpose specified in the section. After 

the prosecution witnesses have been examined and before the accused 
is called on for his defence, the Court shall question generally on the 
case for the said purpose. 

The accused must he examined under the section whether he 
offers to produce defence or not. The wording of the section does not 
justify the interpretation that it is necessary to examine the accused 
under this section only if he offers to produce defence. 8 But, it has 
been held by the Bombay High Court that a Court is not bound under 
this section to give the accused an opportunity of explaining the 
circumstances appearing against him in the evidence of witnesses 
examined on behalf of a co-accused , though the Court may give him 
such an opportunity. 9 

The power to question the accused, in regard to the evidence 
which has been given, must he distinguished from the power to record 
statements which the accused may offer to make ; the Court can only 
properly question the accused under the conditions named in the 
section, but it may record statements offered by the accused and to 
such statements this section does not apply. 10 

It was held in the undermentioned eases 11 that this section and 
Ss. 164 and 364 are not exhaustive and do not limit the generality of 
S. 21, Evidence Act, as to the relevancy of admissions. For a criticism 
N of this view, see Note 2 to s. 164 and Notes under s. 533. 

('25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (363) : 52 Cal 522 : 26 Cr. L. J. 631, Emperor v. Alimuddi, 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 537 (538) : 27 Cri L Jour 406, Mahomed Rafiguc v. Emperor. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 382 (383) : 108 Ind Cas 381 (Lak), Baz Khan v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 348 (348) : 1918 Pun Re No. 1 Cr : 19 Cr. L. J.280, Ghullav. 
Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lak 45 (46, 47) : 23 Cr. L. J. 154, Muhammad Bakshv. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 574 (575) : 24 Cr. L. J. 943, Hamid Ali v. Sri EisscnGosain. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Lak 551 (552) : 7 Lak 564 : 27 Cri L Jour 1007 , Lachhman Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lak 153 (154) : 32 Cri L Jour 70S, Bhim Sen v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 330 (334) : 35 Cri L Jour 1322, Shyama Gharan v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 19 (19) : 4 Rang 361 : 27 Cri L Jour 1364, Emperor v. Nga 
Po Byu. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 175 (176) : 21 Sind L R 331 : 28 Cri L Jour 417, Motankhan 
v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 735 (738) : 36 Cri L Jour 33, Baghukar Dayal v. Emperor. ' 
See also Note 9. 

8. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudk 130 (131) : 37 Cr. L. J. 408 : 12 Luck 24, Emperor v.Brij 
Lai. 

9. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (160) : 37Cr.L. J. 688 : 60Boml48, Shapurji Sorabji 
v. Emperor. (Reason for this view is not clear from tke judgment — Presumably 
the reason is tkat tke imperative part of tke duty of tke Court under tke section 
to examine tke accused arises on tke completion of tke evidence for tke 
prosecution and before ke is called on to enter on kis defence and tkereafter tkis 
duty ceases to be imperative — See Note 9.) 

10. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 154 (160) : 37 Cr. L. J. 688 : 60 Bom liS, ShapxirjiShorahji 
v. • Emperor . (Court may allow opportunity to accused to make statement 
to explain circumstances appearing in evidence led on behalf of co-accused.) 

(’84) 1884 All W N 84 (84), Empress v. Ghattar Singh. 

1 1. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 350 (351) : 37 Cr. L. J. 920, Nga Thein Maxing v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr.L. J. 453 (470) : 7 I. C. 359 : 37 Cal 467, Barindra Kumar v. Emperor. 
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3. Applicability to summons cases and summary trials 

The High Court of Madras has held that this section does not apply 
to summons-cases and that consequently it is not obligatory on the 
Court to examine the accused, though it may be desirable to do so . 1 
The ground, on which the decision proceeds, is that in summons cases 
there is no procedure for calling upon the accused for his defence, 
as in sessions cases and warrant-cases (Ss. 2S9, 256), but only for 
hearing the accused and that this section, which requires the Court to 
examine the accused before the accused is called on for his defence, 
has no application to such cases. A Full Bench of the High Court of 
Bangoon has also come to the same conclusion, on the additional 
ground that the words in s. 245, namely “if he thinks fit” give a 
discretion to the Court to examine the accused or not and that such 
discretion is incompatible with the imperative provisions of this 
section . 2 The general trend of opinion of all the other Courts is, 
however, that this section applies equally to summons-cases as well as 
to warrant-cases 3 and that the words “if he thinks fit” in S. 245 have 


Note 3 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 15 (17) : 46 Mad 758: 24 Cr. L. J.833(FB), Ponnuswamy 
v. Bamaswami. 

2. (’31) AIR 1931 Rang 244 (246) : 9 Rang 506 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1190 (FB), Emperor 
v. Nga La Gyi. 

The following cases arc, in view of the above Full Bench ruling, no longer 
good law : 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 737 (737) : 2 Low Bur Rul 239, Emperor v. Kyan Baw. 
(’97-01) 1 Cpp Bur Rul 82 (82), Queen-Empress v. Nga Pyaung. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Bangl35 (135) : 25 Cr. L. J. 684, Mg. Shwc Kyi v. King-Emperor. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Bom 314 (315), Emperor v. Kondiba Balaji. (It applies to a 
summons-case tried summarily just as it applies to a summary trialin a warrant- 
case. The section would therefore apply to a case under S. 22 of the Cattle 
Trespass Act.) 

(’38) 39 Cri L Jour 841 (842) : 177 I. C. 56 (Oudh), Kandhai v. Municipal Board, 
Bae Bareli. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 358 (358) : 27 Cri L Jour 405, Kacho Mai v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 667 (667) : 27 Cri L Jour 1000, Demello v. Mrs. Demello. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 300 (300) : 22 Nag L R 65 : 27 Cri L Jour 632, Bhagwan v. 
Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 217 (218) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1290 : 57 All 666, Sia Bam v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Bom 290 (291, 292) : 46 Bom 441 : 23 Cri L Jour 45, Gulabjab v. 
Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 57 (61) : 50 Bom 34 : 27 Cri L Jour 165, B. N. Gamadia v. 
Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 195 (197) : 32 Cri L Jour 719 (F B), Emperor v. Janardhan 
Kashinath. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 164 (164) : 49 Cal 1075 : 24 Cr.L.J. 3, Gulzari Lai v. Emperor. 
(Case under S. 54A, Calcutta Police Act.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 250 (253) : 54 Cal 286 : 28 Cri L Jour 297, Bechu Lai v. 
Injured Lady. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 45 (46) : 23 Cri L Jour 154, Muhammad Baksh v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 153 (154) : 32 Cri L Jour 708, Bhim Sen v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Patll(12):6 Pat L.J. 174:22 Cr.L.J. 427, Gidam Basuly. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 1(3): 20 Sind L R 34: 26 Cr.L.J. 1554 (FB), Emperor v.Nabu. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 281 (282) : 19 Sind L R 121 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1290, Emperor v. Pario. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 370(371): 23 Cri L Jour21, Emperor\. Rustomji Mancherji. 
(Following AIR 1921 Bom 374.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375): 45 Bom 672: 22 Cr.L.J. 17, Fernandes v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (477) : 21 Cr. L. J. 705 : 5 Pat L. J. 430, Baghu Bhumij 
v. Emperor. (Provisions of S. 342 are of general application and are applicable to 
all trials including sessions-cases.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 296 (297) : 23 Cr. L. J. 440, Parameshwar Lai v. Emperor. 
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reference to cases in which the Magistrate is prepared to acquit the 
accused, even on a consideration of the prosecution evidence as it 
stands, without calling on the accused for his defence and without 
hearing him . 4 

As to whether this section applies also to summary trials, see 
Note 6 under section 263. 

4. Applicability to trials before Presidency Magistrates. 

— Presidency Magistrates are not relieved from the obligation of 
questioning the accused generally under this section. ■ The words “if 
any” in S. 370, clause (f), cannot be properly held as modifying the 
provisions of this section, as regards Presidency Magistrates. 1 See 
also section 370 Note 3. 

5. Applicability to proceeding under Chapter ¥111. — A 

person proceeded against under chapter VIII of the Code (security 
proceedings) is not a person accused of any act or omission punishable 
by law and this section has no application to such cases . 1 

6. Applicability to proceeding under section 363 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. — A person proceeded against under S. 363 
of the Calcutta Municipal .Act is not an accused person and this 
section has no application to such cases . 1 

7. Applicability of section to proceeding under section 488. 

. — A proceeding against a’person under S. 4S8 is of a civil nature ‘and 
the person proceeded against is not an accused person. This section, 


[See (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 480 (480) : 51 Cal 933 : 26 Cr. L. J. 261, Surendra Lai 
v. Isamaddi.)] 

[But see (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 268 (269) : 28 Cri L Jour 480, Kale Khan v. Emperor. 
(Not applicable to summons-cases.) , . 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 435 (435) : 28 Cri L Jour 478; Shadi Khan v. Gul Begam. 
(In maintenance cases evidence is recorded in the manner prescribed in S. 335, 
Criminal P. C., for summons-cases — S. 342 is not applicable to summons-cases.)] 
4. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375) : 45 Bom 672 : 22 Cri L Jour 17, Fernandez v. 
Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 358 (358) : 27 Cri L Jour 405, Khaclio Mai v. Emperor. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 25 (25, 26), Queen v. Shama S hunker. (When the Magis- 
trate thinks that the evidence for the prosecution does not disclose any proper 
subject of criminal charge against the prisoner, no examination should be made.) 
'(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 250(252):54 Cal 286:28 Cr.L.J. 297, BechuLalv. Injured Lady. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 11 (12) : 22 Cri L Jour 427 : 6 Pat L J 174, Ghulam Basul v. 
King-Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 1(2):20 Sind L R 34:26 Cr.L.J. 1554 (PB), Emperor v.Nabn. 
[See (’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (694, 695) : 55 All 1040 : 34 Cri L Jour 967, Jhdbwala 
v. Emperor. (The words “if any” in S. 289 do not affect the provisions of this 
section.)] 

Note 4 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375, 376) : 45 Bom 672 : 22 Cr. L. J. 17, Fernandez v. 
Emperor. 

Note 5 


.1. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 392 (393) : 50 Cal 985 : 25 Cri L Jour 1085, Binode Beliari 
, Nath v. Emperor. • . v 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 49 (53) : 34 Cri L Jour 591, Ibrahim v. Emperor. (Per 
Mehta, A. J. C.) 

See also S. 117 Note 4. , 

Note 6 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 509 (510, 511) : 54 Cal 532 : 28 Cri L Jour 407, Krishcn 
. .Loyal v. .Corporation of Calcutta. : 
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which applies to proceedings against accused persons cannot, therefore, 
apply to proceedings under section 4S8. 1 

8. Applicability to proceeding under section 576. — On the 

question as to whether proceedings in inquiries under S.476 of the 
Code are Judicial proceedings and the -persons against whom they are 
directed are in the position of accused persons and s. 342 applies to 
such cases, see section 476 Note 24. 

9. When questions should be put. — As seen in Note 2, the 
putting of questions under the first part of the section is discretionary 
and may he done at any stage, of the inquiry or trial. The examina- 
tion of the accused generally on the case under the second part of the 
section, which is mandatory, must be after the close of the prosecution 
case and before the accused is called on for his defence. 1 The examina- 
tion under the first part of the section does not dispense with the 


Note 7 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 347 (348) : 52 Bom 768 : 29 Cri L Jour 1051, In re 
Vithaldas Bhurabhai. 

(’29) AIR 15J29 Lah 32 (33, 34) : 10 Lak 406 : 29 Cri L Jour 1002, Mehr Khan v. 
Bakat Bhari. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 488 (489) : 33, Cri L Jour 640, Easpin v. Mrs. Easpin. (Qutere). 

[ See (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 339 (339) : 25 Cri L Jour 1091, Bachai Kalwar v. 
Jemima Kalwar in.'] 

.[Sec also (’92) 16 Mad 234 (234) : 2 Weir 252, In re Ponnammal. (Order under 
S. 48S is not a conviction for an offence.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 435 (435) : 28 Cri L Jour 478, Shadi Khan v. Gul Begam. 
(The ground on which section held not applicable was that it was a summons- 
case to which section was not applicable.)] 

[Oat sec (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 667 (668) : 27 Cri L Jour 1000, Demello v. Mrs. 
DemeUo. (Section was held applicable to summons-case and therefore applicable 
to proceedings under S. 488 — Whether person proceeded against was “accused” 
was not adverted to.)] 

See also S. 4S3 Note 25. 

Note 9 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 295 (297) : 41 Cri L Jour 267, Feroze Kazi v. Emperor. 
(Accused is not bound to summon or produce his witnesses until he himself is 
.examined.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lah 543 (544, 545) : 39 Cri L Jour 781 : I L R (1938) Lah 603, 
Mohomed Nawaz v. Emperor. (Warrant-case — Examination of accused after 
further cross-examination of prosecution witnesses under S. 256 but before defence 
is not illegal.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 20 (20) 38 Cri L Jour 387, ML Lalan v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pesh 211 (212) : 38 Cri L Jour 399, Nassau v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 All L Jour 208u. (208?i), In re Kallu. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 475 (476) : 49 All 551 : 28 Cr.L.J. 399, Sudaman v. Emperor. 
(Accused should be questioned Just before he enters on his defence.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 222 (227) : 30 Cri L Jour 530, Emperor v. Jhdbbar Mai. 

(’86) 1886 Bat 227 (228), Queen-Empress v. Bava Chela. 

(’91) 1891 Bat 581 (582), Queen-Empress v. Dliaviba. 

(’92) 1892 Bat 625 (625), Queen-Empress v. Manchi. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 710 (713), Queen-Empress v. Abdul Eazak. 

(’07) 9 Bom L R 356 (357, 358) : 5 Cri L Jour 332, Emperor v. Sawalya Atma. 
(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 194 (195) : 10 Bom L R 201, Emperor v. Harischandra. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 221 (221) : 16 Cr. L. J. 765, Basappa Ningapa v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Bom 334 (335) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1127, Emperor v. Narayan Say anna. 
(It is incumbent on the Court to ash the accused generally whether he wishes .to 
offer an explanation of any of the evidence which has been given against him 
and, if the Court does so, that would be sufficient compliance with S. 342.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 447 (448) : 31 Cri L Jour 402, Emperor v. Genu Gopal. 

(’81) 10 Cal L R 54 (55), In the matter of Abdul Gufoor. 
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Note 9 (’30) 31 Or. L. J. 613 (614) : 124 Ind Cas 70 (Cal), Moyzuddin Mean v. Emperor. 

(HO) AIR 1919 Cal 696 (700) : 46 Cal 411 : 20 Cr. L. J. 24, Ah Foong v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 269 (270) : 23 Cri L Jour 41, Gangadhar Goala v. Reginald 
William Lemon Reed. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 196 (197, 198) : 50 Cal 223 : 24 Cri L Jour 198, Mazaliur Ali v. 
Emperor. (Provisions of the section are mandatory.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 470 (481, 482) : 50 Cal 518 : 24 Cr. L. J. 248, Promotlia Nath 
v. Emperor. (The accused should be examined after the re-examination of the 
prosecution witnesses — He cannot be examined before the close of the prosecution 
evidence or after the close of his defence evidence.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 727 (729, 730, 732) : 50 Cal 939 : 25 Cr. L. J. 27, Biba Eanla 
v. Gour Gopal. (“Examine” in S. 342 is to be taken in the ordinary English 
sense in which it covers all kinds of examination including cross-examination 
and re-examination, and that the accused should have been examined again, after 
all the witnesses for the prosecution have been examined and cross-examined.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (363, 365, 369) : 52 Cal 522 : 26 Cr. L. J. 631, Emperor v. 
Alimuddi Naskar. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 537 (538) : 27 Cri L Jour 406, Mahomed Rafiguc v. Emperor. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 382 (383) : 108 Ind Cas 381 (Lab), Bazkhan v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 348 (348) : 1918 Pun Re No. 1 Cr : 19 Cr.L.J. 280, Ghulla v. 

Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 45 (46, 47) : 23 Cr.L.J. 154, Muhammad Bahsh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 288 (288) : 27 Cri L Jour 87, Ghaza Ali v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 551 (552) : 7 Lah 564 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1007, Lachhman Singh v. 

Emperor. (The provisions of S. 342 (1) are mandatory.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 684 (684, 685) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1021, Fazal Ahmed v. Emperor. 
(Held, there was no proper compliance with provisions of S. 342.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 153 (154) : 32 Cr.L.J. 708, Bhim Sen v. Emperor. 

(1900) 23 Mad 636 (637) : 2 Weir 253, Queen-Empress'.. Pandara Tcvan. (Exami- 
nation of accused under S. 342 held obligatory before committing him to sessions.) 
(’86) 2 Weir 507 (508), In re Gholakcl Eoya. 

(’98) 1 Oudh Cas 84 (85), Queen-Empress v. Bharat Singh. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 241 (241, 242) : 32 Cri L Jour 757, Nataraja Mudaliar v. 
Dcvasigamoni Mudaliar. (If a fresh witness for prosecution is called and exa- 
mined, the accused must again be questioned according to S. 342 — Filing of written 
statement after the close of prosecution evidence is not tantamount to examination 
under S. 342.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 301 (304, 305): 25 Cr.L.J .417, TJdhao Patel v. Emperor. (Court 
must communicate to the accused by appropriate questions everything that is 
alleged against him in the evidence for prosecution to its fullest extent — A gene- 
ral question is not sufficient.) 

(’34) AIR. 1934 Oudh 457 (458) : 35 Cr, L. J. 1417 : 10 Luck 235, Onkar Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (477, 478) : 5 Pat L J 430 : 21 Cri L Jour 705, Raghu 
Bhumij v. Emperor. (S. 342 is a general provision applicable to trial of all cases 
including sessions cases.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 374 (375) : 22 Cr. L J. 460, Ramnath Rai v. Emperor. (Defect 
due to non-compliance of the provision condoned in the special circumstances of 
the case.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 376 (376) : 24 Cr. L. J. 475, Baldco Bubey v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 723(724, 725): 26 Cr. L. J. 927, Rameshar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 330 (334) : 35 Cri L Jour 1322, Shyama Charan v. Emperor. 
(Section is mandatory but not exhaustive.) 

(1892-96) 1 TJpp Bur Rul 144 (144, 145), Queen-Empress v, Nga Tha Bin. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 737 (737) : 2 Low Bur Rul 239, Emperor v. Kyan Baw. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 746 (748) : 8 I. C. 988 (LB), Emperor v. Sit Nyein. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 101 (101) : 26 Cr. L. J. 321, Baxoa Roxothcr v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 19 (19) : 4 Rang 361 : 27 Cri L Jour 1364, Emperor v. Nga 
Po Byu. (Trial without examination under S. 342 is not proper even though the 
accused has been acquitted.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 131 (131, 132) : 16 Sind L R 201 : 25 Cr. L. J. 191, Binu v. 
Emperor. (Case exclusively triable by Sessions Court — Sessions Court examin- 
ing accused under S. 342 — Failure of committing Magistrate to do so is imma- 
terial — It is, however, highly desirable? .that committing Magistrate should 
adhere to provisions of S. 342.) 
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examination under the second part of the section . 2 The reason is that 
the Code intends that the accused shall be given an opportunity of 
explaining any circumstances appearing in the evidence against him. 
That must mean the whole of the evidence against him and any 
examination before that evidence is closed, i. e., before all the prose- 
cution witnesses have been examined, cross-examined and re-examined, 
cannot possibly fulfil the conditions of the section , 3 and is contrary 
to the law and unfair to the accused . 4 

The word “examination” includes cross-examination and re-exa- 
mination and “examined” means completely examined . 6 An examina- 
tion of the accused, therefore, before the cross-examination and 
re-examination of the prosecution witnesses are over is not a sufficient 
compliance with the section . 6 There is a conflict of opinions as to 
whether an accused, who has been examined once before charge is 
framed, should be examined a second time, when the prosecution 
witnesses are re-called under S. 256 and cross-examined a second time. 
The High Courts of Lahore 7 and Madras 8 and the Chief Court of 

(’25) AIE 1925 Sind 127 (12S, 129) : 19 Sind L E 104 : 25 Cr. L. J. 662, Jhangli 
v. Emperor. (If fresh prosecution evidence is taken accused must again be ques- 
tioned generally under S. 342.) 

('27) AIE 1927 Sind 175 (175, 176) : 21 Sind L E 331 : 28 Cr. L. J. 417, Motan- 
Jchan v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 165 (166) : 34 Cr. L. J. 161, Emperors. Eihan Dodo. (After 
examination of accused investigating officer examined — Accused should be further 
examined.) 

[See (’36) AIE 1936 Pat 626(627): 38 Cr.Ii.J.2, Chandreshmar Prasad v. Arunen- 
dra Mohan. (Examination under first part of section — Held, in the circumstances, 
Magistrate would have done well to examine accused before framing charge.)] 

See also S. 540 Note 16. 

2. (’21) AIE 1921 Pat 374 (375) : 22 Cr. L. J. 460, Eamnath Eai v. Emperor. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 170 (172) : 50 Bom 42 : 26 Cr. L. J. 690, Emperor v. 
Naihu Kastliurchand. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 551 (552) : 7 Lah 5G4 : 27 Cri L Jour 1007, Lachhman Singh 
v. Emperor. (Examination in the course of prosecution evidence is insufficient.) 
(’25) AIE 1925 Cal 574 (575) : 24 Cr. L. J. 943, Hamid Ali v. Sri Eissen Gosain. 
[See (’26) AIR 1926 Sind 1(2):20 S.L.R.34:26 Cr.L.J. 1554(EB), Emperor v. Nabu.} 
[See also (’23) AIE 1923 Lah 539 (540) : 25 Cr. L. J. 426, Barhati v. Grown.} 

4. (’14) 15 Cr. L. J. 436 (438) : 24 Ind Cas 172 (Oudh), Earn Harakh v. Emperor, 

5. (’24) AIE 1924 Nag 51 (52) : 25 Cri L Jour 713, Krishnappa v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 44 (47) : 20 Nag L E 174 : 26 Cri L Jour 971 (F B), Local 
Governments. Maria. (The decision in A I R 1925 Nag 147 must be considered 

to have been overruled by this decision.) 

(’22) AIE 1922 Patl58(160): 6 Pat L Jour 644: 22 Cr.L.J.697, Mitarjit v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 175 (175, 176) : 21 S.L.E. 331, 28 Cr.L.J. 417, MotanJchan v. 
Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 165 (166) : 34 Cri L Jour 161, Emperor v. Biltan Dodo. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 727 (732) : 50 Cal 939 : 25 Cri L Jour 27, Dibahanta Chatter jee 
v. Gout Gopal. 

6. See cases cited in foot-note (5). 

7. (’38) 40 Pun L R 902 (903), Jliandu v. Emperor. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lah 543 (544, 545) : 39 Cri L Jour 781 : 1 L E (1938) Lah 603, 
Mahomed Nawaz v. Emperor. (Further cross-examination of prosecution witnesses 
under S. 256 is niether a part of the prosecution case nor that of the defence case.) 
(’26) AIE 1926 Lah 154 (155) : 26 Cri L Jour 1418, Fazal Karim v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 371 (371, 372) : 30 Cri L Jour 625, Emperor v. Nadir. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 84(88,89) : 4 Lah 61 ; 25 Cr.L.J. 801, B. A. Byrnes. Emperor. 
[Cut see (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 51 (51, 52): 26 Cr.L.J. 1370, Md. Sadigs. Emperor.} 

8. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 609 (609, 610, 611) : 46 Mad 449 : 24 Cri L Jour 547 (FB), 
Varisai Eowthcr v. Emperor. (Overruling AIR 1922 Mad 512.) 
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Section 352 Oudh 0 have held that such second examination, under this section, is 
Note 9 not necessary, the High Court of Madras proceeding on the ground 
that cross-examination after charge is really evidence for the defence 
and not for the prosecution. The Allahabad High Court is also inclined 
to this view. 10 The High Courts of Bangoon 11 and Patna 12 and the 
Judicial Commissioner’s Courts of Nagpur 13 and Peshawar 14 have, on 
the other hand, held that a second • examination, after the cross- 
examination of the re-called witnesses, is necessary. 

"When the accused enters upon his defence, the stage at which he 
must be examined passes. It is no compliance with the section if the 
examination takes place at a later stage. 15 This section has, therefore, 
no application and no fresh examination of the accused is necessary 
where, for example, a prosecution witness is re-called under section 257 
(after the accused has entered on his defence) and cross-examined, 10 
or where additional evidence is taken or ordered to be taken by the 
appellate Court under S. 428, 17 or where a court-witness is examined 
under S. 540 (see S. 540 Note 16), or where witnesses are re-called under 
S. 231 on an altered charge, after the accused has been called on for 

(’23) AIE 1923 Mad 694 (696) : 25 Cri L Jour 7, In re Thachroth Hydros. (S. 342 
does not make it legally incumbent on Magistrate to further question the accused 
— It may be highly desirable that he should so question the accused if the evi- 
dence contains new matter of importance.) 

9. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 422 (422, 423) : 28 Oudh Cas 130 : 26 Cri L Jour 1301, 
Emperor v. Brij Beliari. (AIR 1923 Mad 609 (EB), Foil.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 113 (113) •• 33 Cri L Jour 811, Pitam v. Emperor. (Relying 
on AIR 1925 Oudh 422.) 

10 . (’36) AIR 1936 All 319 (320) : 37 Cr. L J. 710, Md. Rafig Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Re-cross-examination after charge forms part of defence— Even assuming that 
accused should be re-examined after re-cross-examination of witnesses, not so 
examining is mere irregularity.) 

11 . (’25) AIR 1925'Rang 363 (364) : 27 Cri L Jour 336, Ah Xhaung v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Rang 331 (332, 333) : 7 Rang 470 : 30 Cri L Jour 1164, Subbaya 

Naidu v. Emperor. 

[But see (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 258 (259, 260, 261) : 3 Rang 139 : 26 Cri L Jour 
1336, Nga Hla JJ v. Emperor. ] 

12. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 791 (792) : 25 Cri L Jour 711, Bhohhari Singh v. Emperor. 
(Held there was no sufficient compliance with the second part of S. 342.) 

13 . (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 44 (46, 47) : 20 Nag L R 174 : 26 Cri L Jour 971 (F B), 
Local Government v. Marla. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 51 (52) : 25 Cri L Jour 713, Erishnappa v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 301 (304, 305) : 25 Cri L Jour 41.7, TJdhao Patel v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Nag 162 (164) : 29 Cr.LJ.475, MaliommadHayatKhanx. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 192 (193) : 34 Cri L Jour 340, Emperor v. Amirbi. 

14 . (’36) AIR 1936 Pesh211 (212): 38Cr.L.J. 399, Hassanx. Emperor. (Examina- 
tion of prosecution witnesses includes also further cross-examination after charge.) 

15 . (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 295 (298) : 41 Cri L Jour 267, Ferozc Kazi v. Emperor. 
(Accused examined after the conclusion of arguments — Procedure seriously pre- 
judices the accused and vitiates the trial.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 480 (480) : 51 Cal 933 : 26 Cri L Jour 261, Surendra Lai v. 
Isamaddi. 

16 . (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 219 (219, 220) : 56 Cal 1157 : 31 Cri L Jour 406, Obedar 
Rahman v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 594 (596) : 35 Cri L Jour 226, Dharni Eanla v. Emperor. 
(Arguments had commenced.) 

17 . (’40) 41 Cri L Jour 356 (359): 1940 N L J 203 : 186 Ind Cas 660 ,Hathu Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 200 (200) : 52 Bom 699 : 29 Cr. L. J. 972, Narayan Keshan 
v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 414(417,420) : 4 Pat 488 : 26 Cr.L.J. 811, Mohiuddin v. Emperor. 
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his defence, 1S though in all such cases it may he desirable that the 
accused should be examined again. 10 

10. Examination after framing charge. — Provided the 
accused is examined after the prosecution evidence is completely closed, 
it makes no difference whether the examination takes place before or 
after the charge is framed. 1 Where witnesses are examined after charge, 
the accused must be questioned, under this section, after the close of 
such examination. 2 

11. “Evidence,” meaning of. — The word “evidence” in this 
section means evidence already given at the inquiry or trial at the 
time of the examination. 1 

12. Examination must be by the Court itself and not by 
others. — The Court alone is authorized to examine the accused person 
and the counsel for the complainant or the prosecution should not be 
allowed to take part in the examination. 1 It is improper for a Magistrate 
to base his examination on detailed instructions given by the counsel 
for the prosecution. 2 

13. De novo trial — Examination by successor. — Where 
the Magistrate trying the case is transferred and his successor begins 
the trial once again, he should examine the accused once again under 
this section and cannot rest satisfied with the examination held by his 

18. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 393 (394) : 1 Pat 54 : 23 Cr. L. J. 146, Shamlal Kahoar 
v. Emperor. 

19. (’36) AIR 1936 Pat 438 (439) : 37 Cr. L. J. 906, Sri Krishna Prasad v. Emperor. 
(When appellate Court orders additional evidence to be taken it will be quite pro- 
pier to direct a further examination of the accused at the same time.) 

•(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 49 (52) : 34 Cr.L.J. 591, Ibrahim v. Emperor. (Per Ferrers, J. C.) 
[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 285 (287) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1058 : ILR (1937) Nag 541, 
Sheoram Idan v. Emperor. (Where a prosecution witness is re-called and re- 
examined under S.540, accused should be re-examined, but when a fresh witness 
is called by the Court, re-examination is not necessary.)) 

Note 10 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 283 (283) : 41 Cri L Jour 585, Bhanwarsingh v. Sulchram 
Singh. (Examination before framing charge is not compulsory.) 

•(’30) AIR 1930 Bom 241 (242) : 31 Cr. L. J. 743, Vishram Narayan v. Emperor. 
(Observation ofPatkar, J., in AIR 1929 Bom 447, to the contrary dissented from.) 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 Pesh 75 (75) : 35 Cri L Jour 1361, Anar Gul v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 382 (383) : 108 Ind Cas 381 (Lah), Baz Khan v. Emperor. 
(’35) 36 Cr.L.J. 407 (407) : 153 Ind Cas 445 (Lah), Muhammad Din v. Emperor. 
■(’26) AER 1926 Lah 551 (552) : 27 Cri L Jour 1007 : 7 Lah 564, Lachhman Singh 

v. Emperor. 

Note II 

1. (’92) 14 All 242 (253) : 1892 AWN 83, Queen-Empress v. Hargobind Singh. 

Note 12 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285) : 40 Cri L Jour 197 : ILB (1939) Nag 686, Nana 
Sadoba v. Emperor. (Where accused has not been adequately questioned tbe 
presence of his legal adviser cannot affect question of prejudice.) 

•(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 166 (167) : 31 Cri L Jour 560, Faqir Singh v. Emperor. 
(1880) 10 Mad 121 (123), Queen-Empress v. Kamandu. (Complainant cannot exa- 
mine accused — Per Parker, J.) 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 269 (269) : 34 Cr. LI J. 1172, Krishna Mur aril al v. Emperor i 
{’34) AIR 1934 Nag 213 (214, 215) : 35 Cri L Jour 1457 : 31 Nag L R 49, Hari 

Krishna /tv. Emperor . (It can only be in exceptional circumstances that a Magis- 
trate should find himself obliged to accept suggestions from the prosecuting 
counsel as to the questions to be put.) 
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Notes 43-44 


predecessor . 1 The High Court of Madras has held that a failure to 
examine the accused, where no new matter has been introduced in the 
cle novo trial, does not vitiate the proceedings . 2 

14. Nature of examination contemplated by the section. — 

An accused person can he questioned under this section only “for 
the purpose of enabling the accused to explain any cirmimstances 
appearing in the evidence against him." 1 The real object of the section 
is to enable the Judge to ascertain from the accused' such explanation 
as he may desire to give, regarding any statements made by the 
prosecution witnesses or to elicit from the accused how he proposes to 
meet such evidence as, in the opinion of the Court, implicates him : 2 
It follows that the section has no application where no evidence at all 
has been recorded on behalf of the prosecution , 3 or where no evidence 
implicating the accused has been given . 4 The reason is that no 
explanation from the accused is necessary in such cases. The section 
has also no application where the purpose of the examination is 
something different from that specified in the section. Thus, an 
examination cannot be made of the accused for the purpose of getting 
from the accused the names of his witnesses, the nature of his evidence 
and the particulars of his defence . 5 The examination contemplated is 

Note 13 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Lali 720 (720): 29 Cr.L.J. 125, Alchtar Mohammad v. Emperor. 

2. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 22 (22): 58 Mad 427: 36 Cr.L.J. 307, MarudamuihuPada- 
iiachi v. Baghava Saslri. 

Note 14 

1. (’02) 7 Cal W N 345 (351), King-Emperor v. Bind Nath Ghose. 

(’78) 1 Cal L R 436 (486, 437), In the matter of Ghinibasli Ghose. (Court is not 
entitled to subject accused to severe cross-examination.) 

(’86) 10 Mad 121 (123), Queen-Empress v. Kamandu. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 250 (251): 41 Cr.L.J. 563, Tahasinuddin Ahmcdv. Emperor. 
(’80) 6 Cal 96 (102, 103): 6 C L R 521, Eosscin Buhsli v. Empress. 

3. ((’91) 13 All 345 (347, 348): 1891 AWN 102, Queen-Empress v. Hawthorne. 
(’84) 1884 All W N 106 (107), Empress v. Budha. 

(’S3) 1883 All W N 238 (238), Empress v. Baljit. 

(’93) 1893 Rat 679 (080), Queen-Empress v. Naraycn. 

(’01) 5 Cal W N 864 (865, 866), Gya Singh v. Mohamcd Saliman. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 432 (433): 6 Lab 183: 26 Cr.L.J. 1238, Bahawalav. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lab 88 (89) : 29 Cri L Jour 958, Jagindar Singh v. Agha Safdar 
Ali Khan. (Examination at the stage of enquiry under S. 202 is bad.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 96 (96): 15 Lab 60: 35 Cr.L.J. 1394, Karam Din v. Emperor. 
(Accused pleading guilty in summons-case — He can be convicted without taking' 
prosecution evidence — In such cases this section does not apply.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 193 (193): 4 Ind Cas 1126 (Mad), In re Sadayan. 

(’82) 1882 All W N 166 (166), Empress v. Kura. (The question was held to be a 
matter of discretion.) 

[See also (’21) AIR 1921 All 282 (283, 284): 22 Cri L Jour 146, Ganga Saran v.. 
Emperor. (In this case the complainant only bad been examined, but not cross- 
examined by the accused.)] 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Lab 225 (226): 4 Lab 55: 24 Cr.L.J. 693, Devi Dial \. Emperor i 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 407 (408): 16 Cr. L. J. 623: 39 Mad 770 (771), In re Abibulla 

Bamdhan. 

(’40) 1940 Mad W N 1105 (1107, 1108), Emperor v. Kuppammal. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 350 (352) : 31 Cri L Jour 15, Sliamlal v. Emperor. 

5. (’92) 14 All 242 (254, 255): 1892 A IV N 83, Queen-Empress v. E argobind Singh. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 403 (404, 405): 22 Nag L R 1: 27 Cr.L.J.' 66, Mahadeo Singh- 

v. Emperor. 
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the purpose of entrapping the accused and of extracting from him 
damaging admissions, upon rrliich to build up the case, 7 or to supply 


6. (’40) AIR 1940Cal250(251):41Cr. L. 3. 563, Tahasinuddir. Almtcd v. Emperor. 
(*40) AIR 1940 Mad 372 (375) : I L R (1940) Mad 514, In ro Annamalai Mudali. 
(’83) 3 All 253 (236) : 1SS3 A W N 25, Empress of India v. Yakliub Khan. 

(’92) 14 All 242 (253, 254) : 1892 AWN 83, Queen-Empress v. Hargobind Singh. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 32 (37) : 15 Cri L Jour 474, Malik Husain v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 All 17 (17) : 31 Cri L .Tour 8, Goli v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (695) : 34 Cr. L..T. 967 : 55 All 1040, Jhabxeala v. Emperor. 
(’71) 1G Suth W R Cr 21 (22), Revision of proceedings in the ease of Dinno Roy. 
(’04) 6 Rom L R 94 (98), Emperor v. Anant Narain. 

(’SO) 6 Cal 96 (102, 103) : HOLE 521, Hosscin Bahsh v. Empress. 

(’S3) 10 Cal 140 (143) : 13 C L R 35S, II u rry Churn ChuckcrbiiUy v. Empress. 
(’78) 1 Cal L R 43G (436, 437), In the matter of Chinibash Gliosc. 

(1863) 1 Mad HC11 199 (200) Ex parte Virabuthra Gaud. 

(’02) 7 Cal W 21 345 (351), Eing-Emperor v. Bhut Nath Ghosc. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (369) : 52 Cal 522 : 26 Cri L Jour 631, Emperor v. Altmuddi 
Nashar. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 171 (174) : 5 Ind Cas 602 (Lak), Alnnad Yar Khan v. Emperor. 
(Questions regarding the line of defence held not justified.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lali 32 (33) : 2 Lak 129 : 07 Ind Cas 340 (342) : 23 Cri L Jour 388, 
Umar Bin v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 166 (167) : 31 Cri L Jour 560, Fagir Singh v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 403 (404) : 22 Nag L R 1 : 27 CriL Jour66, MahadeoSinghv . 
Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lab 456 (456) : 23 Cri L Jour 431, Nura v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 382(384): 10Lali223 : 29Cr.L. J. 769, Faqir Singh v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 193 (193) : 4 Ind Cas 1126 (Mad), In re Sadayan. 

(’03) 6 Oudk Cas 204 (210, 211), Sri Kishen v. King-Emperor. (Under the colour 
of an examination under S. 342, an accused person should not be examined, as 
if be were being examined as an approver.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 099 (700) : 7 Oudh Cas 191, Chedan v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur SS (59) : IS Cri L Jour 941, Nga Chit Ye v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Upp Bur 34 (39) : 3 Upp Bur Rul 3 : 18 Cri L Jour 774, Nga San 
Nycin v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 351 (353) : S Rang 372 : 32 Cr. L. J. 23, U Ba Them v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 11G (121) : 25 Cri L Jour 761, Topandas v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 225 (229, 235) : 31 Cr. L. J. 1026, Mohammad Yusif v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 All 717 (719) : 36 Cr. L. J. 773, Bhagwan Das v. Emperor. (Ses- 
sions Judge should not cross-examine accused to confront them with statements 
made to investigating officer.) 

7. (’84) 1884 All W N 106 (107), Empress v. Budha. (It is of great importance 
that the spirit as well as the letter of the provisions of law in this section should 
he appreciated.) 

(’80) 6 Cal 96 (102), Hossain v. Empress. 

(’66) 3 Bom H C R Cr 51 (53), Reg. v. J.'M. Diaz. 

(’78) 1 Cal L R 436 (436, 437), In the matter of Chinibash Gliosc. 

(1863) 1 Mad HCE 199 (200) : 2 Weir 253, Ex parte Virabuthra Goud. 

(’98) 2 Cal W N 702 (717), Queen-Empress v. Bhairab Chundcr. 

(’80) 6 Cal L R 431 (435), Empress v. Bchari Lai Bose. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 2S3 (284) : 14 Ind Cas 667 (Cal), Tufani Sheikh v. Emperor. 

(Questions to elicit confessional statement not to be put.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 129 (130) : 18 Ind Cas 881 (Cal), Haidar AH v. Emperor. 

(’87) 10 Mad 295 (315) : 2 Weir 361, Queen-Empress \. Rangi. 

(’82) 5 C P L E Cr 9 (10), Empress v. Nagia. 

(’82) 5 C P L R Cr 11 (11, 12), Empress v. ML Bhura. (It is not fair to obtain 
admission of an accused person by putting it in his mouth.) 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 56 (57) : 4 Nag L R 163, Emperor v. Kissan Yessu. 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 320 (322), Nga Hmun v. Queen-Empress. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 349 (352), Ali Hussan v. Queen-Empress. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 137 (139) : 17 Cr. L. J. 316, Maung Po Nyun v. Mutu- 
kurpen Chctty. (Proceedings under S. 476 — Accused can only be examined in 
accordance with provisions of S. 342 — He cannot properly be asked questions 
merely to elicit a statement as a foundation for ordering his prosecution.) 
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Section 352 
Notes 15-15 


a gap 8 in the case for the prosecution. The Magistrate or Judge cannot 
thus ask the accused under this section about his previous convictions. 9 

The section is designed to secure that the Court, by the frame of 
its questions, perforins a double duty, viz. — 

(a) communicates to the accused to the full extent that may 

be necessary in each particular case, what is alleged 
against him in the prosecution evidence, and 

(b) ascertains from him what explanation or defence he. 

wishes to put forward in respect thereof. 10 

15. “ Question him generally on the case.” — As has been 
seen already in Note 2, it is imperative that the Court should question 
the accused generally on the case after the witnesses for the prosecution 
have been examined and before he is called on for his defence. There' 
is a difference of opinion among the High Courts as to what is meant 
by questioning “generally on the case.” According to one view, the 
word “generally” does not limit the nature of the questioning to one 
or more questions of a general nature relating to the case but means 
that the questions should relate to the whole case and should not be 
limited to particular part or parts of it; the law, therefore, intends 
that the salient points appearing in the evidence against the accused 
must be pointed out to him in a succinct form and he should be asked 
to explain them, if he wishes to do so. 1 It may be that when a general 

8. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 250(251):4l Cr.L.J. 5G3, Taliasinuddin Alnncdx. Emperor. 
(’3S) AIR 193S Mad 904 (903) : 40 Cr. L. J. 69, Svbba Bao v. Ycnhatachalapathi 

Aiycr. (The defect in the prosecution case cannot be sought to be cured by exa- 
mining the accused under S, 342.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad 209 (210) : 38 Cr. L. J. 323 : ILR (1937) Mad 338, Seshapani 
Chctli v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 509 (510):37 Cr. L. J. 328, Narayanan Chcttyar v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate is not entitled to question accused under S. 342 so as to get admis- 
sion of facts not proved in evidence — Nevertheless, admission made without any 
intimidation and with full understanding should be taken against him.) 

(’99) 26 Cal 49 (51), Basanta Kumar v. Queen-Empress. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 403 (404) : 22 Nag L R 1 : 27 Cr. L. J.GG, Mahadeo Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’01) 2S Cal 689 (693) : 5 C W N 670, Yasin v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 498 (499):9 Pat 504:32 Cr.L.J. S9S, Kalumanjlii v. Emperor . 
(’04) 27 Mad 238 (240) : 2 Weir 408, Mohidccn v. Emperor. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 292 (292), Tha Zan v. Grown. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 225 (226) : 4 Lah 55 : 24 Cr.L.J. 693, Devi Dial v. Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 62 (63):4 Low Bur Rul 244: 14 Bur LR 233, GinmgGi/iv.I'h^wor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 225 (235) : 31 Cri L Jour 1026, Md. Yusif v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 274 (275) : 42 All 522:22 Cr.L.J. 84, Mohan Singh v. Emperor. 

9. (’01) 28 Cal 689 (693) : 5 C W N 670, Yasin v. Emperor. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 8 (8), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Tlict. 

(’02-03) 1 Upp Bur Rul Cr. P. Code 23 (23), Nga Te v. King-Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr.L.J. 227 (243):28Bom 129:5 Bom LR 805, Emperor?. Alloomiya Husan. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 227 (227) : 11 Bur L R 33, Nga Te v. Emperor. 

10. (’04) 1 Cr L J 854 (858) : 17 C P L R 113, Emperor v. Katay Kisan. 

(’18) AIR 191S Nag 143 (145) : 20 Cri L Jour 12, Mt. Tani v. Emperor. 

Note 15 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 P C 124 (130) : 34 Cr. L. J. 322 (PC), Divarltanathx. Emperor. 
(’40) AIR 1940 Cal 378 (380) : 41 Cr. L. J. 783, Emperor v. Jit Lai. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 83 (86) : 38 Cr. L. J. 524 : 14 Rang 666 (FB), Emperor v. 
U Damapala. (Murder case — Dying person denouncing accused as his assailant 
in presence of accused and other witnessses — Accused keeping silent — Omission 
of Court at trial of accused to question him as to his silence is irregularity.) 
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question, as to whether he wishes to say anything, is asked, he will 
reply in the negative. If he does so, it will be no use asking further 
questions. 2 If on the other hand, it does not appear that he will refuse 
to answer questions, his attention must be drawn to the salient points 
and he should be questioned on these points. 3 Merely questioning the 
accused generally, as to whether he has anything to say or anything 
to add to what he has said before the committing Magistrate is, 
therefore, not a compliance with the section, 4 especially in a complicated 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 221 (224) : 38 Cr. L. J. 995 : 31 S. L. R. 470, Ehairo v. Emperor. 
(Approver stating that deceased caused injuries to him during fight — Magistrate 
failing to ask explanation from accused about injuries on his body - — Failure to 
ask explanation upon such vital point necessitates retrial of accused.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 147 (148), Bamscshan v. Emperor. (The filing of a written 
statement does not abrogate the duty of the Court in this respect.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 405 (407) : 37 Cr. L. J. 955 : 12 Luck 261, Mahomed Anis 
v. Emperor. (Every piece of circumstantial evidence tending to incriminate 
accused should be pointedly brought to his notice.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (365, 369, 370) : 52 Cal 522 : 26 Cr.L..I. 631, Eviperor v. 
Alimuddi Naskar. (Per Mukerji, J. ; Newbould, J., contra.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 980 (980) : 26 Cri L Jour 572, Shamlal Singh v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 305 (308) : 34 Cr. L. J. 568 (572) : 9 Luck 1, Sohan Lai v. 
Emperor. (Relying upon AIR 1933 P C 124.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 735 (738) : 36 Cri L .Tour 33, Baghubar Dayal v. Eviperor. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 226 (233) : 14 I. C. 418 : 36 Mad 159, In re Basrur Venkata 
Bow. (Where a letter is to be used as genuine, which is not proved, the Court 
should ask the accused about it and put him questions respecting its significance; 
otherwise it ought to be ignored or a favourable construction put upon it.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 143 (145, 146) : 20 Cri L Jour 12, Mt. Tani v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 301 (305) : 25 Cri L Jour 417, Udhao Patel v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Upp Bur 34 (39) : 3 Upp Bur Rul 3 : 18 Cr. L. J. 774, Nga San 
Nycin v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 172 (173) : 1 Rang 689 : 25 Cr. L. J. 487, Maung Hman v. 
Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 114 (118, 119) : 7 Rang S21 : 31 Cr. L. J. 387, Maung Ba 
Chit v. Emperor. (Prosecution mainly based on contents of documents capable 
of more than one explanation — Accused should be specifically asked as to what 
is their explanation of the doubtful passages in the more important documents.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 225 (229) ; 31 Cr. L. J. 1026, Md. Tusuf v. Emperor. (Per 
Percival, J. C.) 

[See also (’33) 34 Cr. L. J. 411 (412) : 142 I. C. 785 (Nag), Emperor v. Baliram. 
(Court taking into consideration certain circumstances appearing in the prosecu- 
tion evidence against the accused without drawing his attention to them in his 
examination under S. 142 and calling upon him for an explanation — Held it was 
a serious error.)] 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 147 (148), Bamscshan v. Emperor. (Accused refusing to 
answer beyond what was stated in written statement — Detailed examination on 
points against accused useless — There is no prejudice to accused if there be no 
detailed examination.) 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 361 (369) : 52 Cal 522 : 26 Cri L Jour 631, Emperor v.Ali- 
muddi Naskar. (Per Mukerji, J; Newbould J., contra.) 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 1 (4, 5) : 41 Cri L Jour 369, In re Kanakasabai Pillai, 
(Murder trial — Sessions Judge reading out to the accused precis of the evidence 
in one breath and asking him whether he wants to say anything — Held, no 
sufficient compliance with the section.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 715 (716) : 38 Cr.L.J.45: 59 Mad 622, Lire Sangama Naickcr. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 628 (629) : 37 Cr.L.J. 1107: 59 Mad 629a, Chinnu v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 301 (305) : 25 Cri L Jour 417, "Udhao Patel v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Gal 980 (980) : 26 Cri L Jour 572, Shamlal Singh v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lak 153(154) : 32 Cri L Jour 708, Bhim Sen v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 143 (146) : 20 Cri L Jour 12, Mt. Tani v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 791 (792) : 25 Cri L Jour 711, Bhokhari Singh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 342 (345) : 26 Cri L Jour 716, Durga Bam v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 172 (173) : 1 Rang 689: 25 Cr.L. J.487, Mg. Hman v. Emperor, 
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Section 3$2 case. 6 According to another view, a general question, “you have heard 

Note 15 the evidence ; what is your defence,” or “have you anything to say" 

is a sufficient compliance with the section. 0 It was held in the under- 
mentioned case 7 that, according to the practice prevailing in the 
province of Madras, putting specific questions was not necessary but 
a general question was enough. In Kallam Narayctna v. Emperor* 
Mr. Justice Reilly observed as follows: 

“It is a very difficult duty and a duty which lias to be performed with the 
greatest caution so that without the slightest flavour of cross-examination, without 
asking anything which may lead the accused to incriminate himself, the important 
points against him may be brought to his notice nnd he may have an opportunity 
of explaining them. The task is such a difficult one that, when the accused is 
represented by counsel, it is often in his interest that the Judge should formally 
comply with the section by asking a general question and then leave the accused’s 
counsel to offer explanations on his behalf in the way most favourable and least 
dangerous to him.” 

According to u third view, the question as to what must be the 
nature of the questions to be put depends upon the circumstances of 
each case ; it would however be a sufficient compliance with the section 
if the accused is given an opportunity of explaining the circumstances 
appearing against him ; it is neither necessary nor desirable to examine 
the accused in detail so as to enable the prosecution to take advantage 
thereof.” 

In Dwarlcanath Varma v. Emperor,™ Lord Atkin observed as 
* follows : 

“The other question is a general question whether there was anything else 
he desired to say about the charges or the evidence. The learned Chief Justice 
told the jury that the absence of blood in the body cavity was a vital point. If so, 
it is plain that under S. .'142 of the Code, it was the duty of the examining Judge 
to call the accused's attention to this point and ask for an explanation.” 

The first of the three views set out above must, in the light of 
the Privy Council decision, be accepted as correct. After the above 
Privy Council decision, the Madras High Court adopted this view in 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 111 (112): 24 Cri L Jour GG1, 'Nagcshar Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Accused stating in answer to general questions, "My evidence in cross-case is 
correct. I have no more to sav” — Examination held improper.) 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 233 (280) : 40 Cri L Jour 197 : ILR (1939) Nag GSG, Nana 
Sadoha v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 114 (118) : 7 Rang 821 : 31 Cr. L. J. 3S7, Maung Pa Chit 
v. Emperor. 

6. (’2G) AIR 192G Cal 424 (424) : 2G Cri L Jour 1510, BczMuhammadx. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927Nag71(71, 72): 27 Cr.L.J. 181, Wasudcox. Emperor. (Newbould, J., 

in AIR 1925 Cal 3G1, followed.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 91 (93, 94) : 23 Cri L Jour 238,Panclni Chowdhryx. Emperor. 
(When accused is defended by legal practitioner, lengthy examination ought not 
to be held.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 389 (389) : 20 Cri L Jour GS2, Banamali Kumar v. Emperor. 

7. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad G13 (G13, 614): 28 Cr, L. J. 383, Bamaswami v. Emperor. 

8. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 233 (238):5G Mad 231: 34 Cri L Jour 481. 

9. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 372 (375): I L R (1940) Mad 514, In re Annamalai Mudali. 
(When it is clear that the accused has understood all the points against him and 
lias tried to explain them, the failure to put to the accused all the items of evi- 
dence leading to the inference of his guilt is immaterial.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 713 (71G) : 4 Pat 459 : 2G Cri L Jour 954, Md. Nasiruddin x. 
Emperor. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 PC 124 (130): 34 Cri L Jour 322 : 142 1 C 335 : 14 P L T 305 (PC). 
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the cases cited below. 11 But in a later decision, 1 - the Privy Council 
decision was distinguished and it was held that where the accused has 
shown by his replies that he has understood all the points against him 
and has attempted to explain them, the failure of the Judge to put to 
him all the items of evidence leading to the inference of his guilt 
is not material. 

A long composite question should not he asked, but separate 
•questions on the various points should be put and the explanation of 
the accused asked. 13 

16. “Without previously warning the accused.” — The 

section does not require, as in the case of statements taken under s. 164, 
that the accused shall be warned of the consequences of the statements 
he makes. It has, however, been held in the undermentioned case 1 
that it is extremely desirable that the Magistrate should follow the 
practice in England and warn the accused that they are not obliged 
to answer unless they desire to do so. 

17. Examination of pleader of accused. — There is a conflict 
of opinions as to whether this section enables the Court to examine 
the pleader of the accused in cases where the personal attendance of 
the accused has been dispensed with under s. 205. According to the 
High Courts of Allahabad, 1 Calcutta 2 and Madras 3 the examination 
must he of the accused in person, who should be directed under 
sub-s.(2) of S. 205 to be present for the purpose. The High Courts of 
Bombay 1 and Rangoon 3 and the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of 
Sind c have, on the other hand, held that the Magistrate is not bound 
to examine the accused personally in such cases. 

18. Written statement of accused, if sufficient. — Under 
the Code of 1861, where the examination of ’the accused was in the 
discretion of the Court, it was held that where a written defence was 

11. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 1 (4, 5) : 41 Ori L Jour 369, In re Kanalcasabai Pillai. 
•(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 629(630) : 37 Cri L Jour 1074 : 59 Mad 631a, InreNarasimha. 
(’36) AIR. 1936 Mad 715 (717) : 38 Cr.L.J. 45 : 59 Mad 622, InreSangama N aider. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 628 (629): 37 Cr.L.J. 1107: 59 Mad 629a, Ghinnuv. Emperor. 

(Important circumstances which, if unexplained, would lead to his conviction 
should be pointed out to the accused especially in cases of circumstantial evidence.) 

12. (’40) AIR 1940 Mad 372 (375) : ILR (1940) Mad 514, Inre. innamalai Mudali. 

13. (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 650 (650, 651) : 28 Cri L Jour 767, Hasni v. Emperor. 

Note 16 

1. (’26) ATT?. 1926 Mad 570 (572, 573) : 27 Cri L Jour 311, In re Iiannammal. 

Note 17 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 All 693 (694) : 35 Cr. L. J. 879, Ishwar Das v. Bliagwan Das. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 430 (431) : 26 Cri L Jour 1032, Messer Bepari v. Emperor. 

3. (’21) ATT?. 1921 Mad 679 (680) : 23 Cri L Jour 697, In re Nainamalai Honan. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 218 (220) : 27 Cri L Jour 440 : 50 Bom 250, Dorabshah 
Bomanji v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 212 (212) : 35 Cri L Jour 1035, Emperor v. Jaffar Cassum. 
(S. 342 must be read subject to provisions of S. 205 — Magistrate permitting accused 
to appear by pleader under S. 205 — He is not bound to question accused personally.) 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 Rang 73 (73) : 4 Rang 506 : 28 Cr. L. J. 226, Mating Po Nycin 
v. Eaka Singh. (Personal attendance of accused under S. .205 dispensed with — 
Personal attendance should not be insisted on for examination under S. 342.) 

6. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. 272 (272) : 19 I. C. 544 : 6 SindLR 206, Empcrorr.Mt. , Jamal 
Ehalun. (Do.) 
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Section 352 
• Note 18 


given, it was not necessary for the Magistrate to examine the accused 
orally . 1 The latter part of the present section is, however, as has been 
seen already, mandatory, and the accused is not entitled, as of right, 
to put in a written statement in lieu of answers which he may give to 
questions put to him under this section . 2 It has been generally held 
that this section contemplates an oral examination , 8 that a written 
statement of defence cannot be allowed to take the place of the 
examination, which this section imperatively orders the Court to 
make , 4 and that the practice of taking such statements is pernicious 5 
and entirely irresponsible . 0 A written statement drafted by the 
accused’s legal adviser, for instance, can never have the same value as 
answers coming directly from the accused’s mouth . 7 In the undermen- 


Note 18 

1. (’71) 1G Suth W It Cr 53 (53), Dila Mundul v. Rally Shaha. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 29G (300):53 Bom 479:31 Cr.L.J. 65, Emperor v.C.E.Ring. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal G87 (G92): 17 Cr.L.J. 9, Deputy Legal Remembrancer , Behar 

and Orissa v. Matulcdhari Singh. 

(’1G) AIR 1916 Cal G33 (G41): 16 Cr. L, J. 724, Emperor v. Dwijcndra Chandra. 
(Putting in of a written statement instead of answering questions is particularly 
to be deplored.) 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 241 (242): 32 Cr.L.J. 757, Nataraja Mudaliar v. Devasi- 
gamoiii Mudaliar. 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 147 (14S), Ramscshan v. Emperor. (The filing of written 
statement does not abrogate the duty of the Court to put to the accused various 
points against him.) 

(’03) 1903 All W N 1 (1), Emperor v. Ansuiya. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 690 (095): 34 Cr.L.J. 967: 55 All 1040, Jhabwala v. Emperor . 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 378 (380, 381): 4 Pat 231: 26 Cr. L. J. 932, Bhagivat Singh v. 
Emperor. (But when the accused refuses to answer a question, the Magistrate is 
not bound to go on ashing questions especially when a written statement is put 
in at the time, meeting the points of the prosecution.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 374 (375): 22 Cri L Jour 4G0, Ramnatli Rai v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 415 (418): 22 Cri L Jour 442, Moinuddin v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (6): 23 Cri L Jour 114, Balkcsar Singh v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 213 (214,215): 35 Cr.L.J. 1457:31NagLR49, Eari Krishnaji 
v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 301 (306): 25 Cri L Jour 417, Udhao Patel v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 18S(214):42 Cal 957:16 Cr.L.J. 497, Amritalal Hazrav.Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (479): 5 Pat L J 430: 21 Cr. L. J. 705, Raghu Blimnij v. 
Emperor. 

(’21) 22 Cr.L.J. 276 (279): 60 Ind Cas 676 (G7d)(Ln.h), Harnama Singhw.Empcror. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad 679 (GS0): 23 Cri L Jour 697, In re Nainamalai Konan. 

[Sec (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 566 (567 , 568) : 27 Cri L Jour 1041, Emperor v. Zahir 
Haider. (There is no provision in law for the accused filings written statementin 
a sessions trial,)] 

5. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudli 405 (407) : 37 Cr. L. J. 955 : 12 Luck 261, Mahomed Anis- 
v. Emperor. (Practice of taking written statements instead of examining the 
accused condemned.) 

(’16) AIR 191G Cal 633 (641): 16 Cr. L. J. 724, Emperor v. Dwijcndra Chandra. 

6. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 687 (G92): 17 Cr.L.J. 9, Deputy Legal Remembrancer, Behar 
and Orissa v. Matulidliari Singh. 

7. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 405 (407): 37 Cr. L. J. 955: 12 Luck 261, Mahomed Anis 
v. Emperor. (Written statements filed on behalf of accused persons are evolved out 
of the brains of the counsel for the accused helped by the pairokars and friends 
of the accused, and seldom represent the ideas of the accused or the facts as 
known to the accused.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Pat 626 (627): 38 Cri L Jour 2, Cliandreshwar Prasad v. Aruncn- 
ara Mohan. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 633 (641): 16 Cr. L, J. 724, Emperor v. Dwijendra Chandra ► 
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tioned cases, 6 however, it was held that the filing of a written statement 
of defence dispensed with the necessity to examine the accused orally 
under this section. It is submitted that this view is not correct and is 
against the general trend of opinion. 

The immunity under sub-s.{2) of the section does not extend to 
a written statement filed by the accused. See also Note 12 under s. 25G. 

19. Examination by committing Magistrate. — A committing 
Magistrate is bound, before commitment, to examine the accused, as 
required by this section. The words, “and he has (if necessary) examined 
the accused” in S. 209 of the Code cannot be taken as giving a discretion 
to the Magistrate, who intends to commit, to examine the accused. 1 
The Calcutta High Court, however, has in the undermentioned case, 11 ' 
held that the mandatory provisions of this section apply only to the 
Scssiojis Court in such cases, as it is in that Court that the accused 
is called on for his defence. A similar view has also been taken by the 
Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Sind. 2 See also section 2S7 and 
Notes thereon. 

20. Examination of accused in sessions trials. — The section 
is a general provision applicable to trials in all cases including sessions 
cases, and even where the accused has been examined generally by the 
committing Magistrate, the Sessions Judge is bound to examine the 
accused in the trial. 1 It makes a considerable difference to listeners, 
like the jury, whether a statement before the Magistrate is read out in 
Court, or whether an accused person is carefully examined in the pre- 
sence of the jury and his answers and demeanour noted by the jury. 2 

8. (’30) 31 Cr.L.J. 171 (172): 120 IndCas753(Pat), Gurdial Singh v. Bhola Hahcai. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Rat 414 (417) : 4 Pat 488 : 20 Cr. L. J. 811, Saiyid Mohiuddin v. 
Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 388 (389): 23 Cr.L.-T. 703: 1 Pat 31, Mir Tilawan v. Emperor. 

, (Filing of written statement showed that accused was not prejudiced.) 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Nag G7 (G8) : 38 Or. L. J. 354 : IL R (1937) Nag 228, 
Budhulal v. Emperor. (Accused under S. 342 can only be examined if he is 
willing to answer questions put by Court — Accused declining to make statement 
but preferring to file written statement controverting all the points in prosecu- 
tion evidence — There is no violation of S. 342.)] 

Note 19 

1. (1900) 23 Mad 636 (637) : 2 Weir 253, Queen-Empress v. Pandara Tcvan. 
la. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 605 (GOO) : 02 Cal 475 : 30 Cri L Jour 1340, Emperor v. 

Ajahar Mandal. (Omission to examine accused in committing Court held not to 
amount to illegality.) 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 131 (132): 1G S.L.R. 201: 25 Cr.L.J. 191, Dinu v. Emperor. 
(It is not obligatory on the committing Court to examine nccused under S. 342. 
It is, however, highly desirable that the committing Magistrates should adhere 
to the provisions of S. 342.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Sind 24 (24) : 11 Sind L R 52 : 18 Cri L Jour 913, Emperor v. 
Dosu. (Examination of accused prior to commitment is in the discretion of the 
Magistrate.) 

Note 20 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (477, 478): 5 Pat L Jour 430 : 21 Cr. L. J. 705, Baglm 
Bltumij v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1926 Oudh 57 (58) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1576, Emperor v. Mahammad Shafi. 
(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 115 (116, 117), Nga Thel TJ v. King -Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 19 (19) : 4 Rang 361 : 27 Cr.L.J. 1364, Emperor v. Nga Po Byu - 
(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 74 (75) : 9 Bom L R 730, Emperor v. Baju Ahilaji. (It has, 
however, been observed that the proposition was open to serious doubt.) 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Oudh 57 (58) : 2G Cr.L.J. 1576, Emperor v. Mahammad Shafi* 
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A contrary view has, however, been taken in the undermentioned 
case, 3 based upon the interpretation of the w'ords, “if any’’ used in 
S. 289 of the Code. It is submitted that this view is not correct. The 
words, “if any” in S. 280 should not be construed as conflicting with 
this section. Section 289 must be taken to contemplate the case in 
which there are no circumstances for the accused to explain. 4 See 
also section 289 Note 3. 

21. Refusal to answer — Sub-section (2). — An accused person 
is entitled to refuse to answer questions put to him under this section , 1 
and when he does so, the Court is not bound to go on questioning him . 2 
Nor should the Court hold inquisitorial proceedings against him in 
such a case . 3 

Where an accused declines to answer questions put to him under 
this section, the fact should be noted on the record. 4 

Although an accused is entitled to refuse to answer, such refusal 
may often be attended with great risk to him, inasmuch as the Court 
and the jury, if any, may draw such inference against him from such 
refusal as it thinks just. 5 An innocent man cannot well injure himself 
by a truthful explanation of the circumstances appearing against him. 5a 

An accused person does not render himself liable to punishment 
by refusing to answer questions put to him. 5 

As to whether an accused person can refuse to sign the record of 
his examination under S. 364, and the effect of such refusal, see S. 364, 
Note 10. 

The fact that the accused declines to make a statement will not 
necessarily indicate that he would not like to answer specific questions. 7 

22. Giving false answers — Sub-section (2). — An accused 
person does not, by giving false answers to the questions put to him 
under this section, render himself liable to punishment. The resort to 

3. (’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 325 (339) : 3 Ind Cns G25 (Cal), Khudiram Bose v. Emperor. 

4. (’03-04) 2 Low Bnr Rul 115 (110), Nga Thcl U v. King Emperor. 

Note 21 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Lah 178 (181, 1S2) : 32 Cr.L.J. 684, Shcr Jang v. Emperor. 
[See also (’06) 3 Ori L Jour 134 (135) (Lali), Mr. A v. Emperor. (A counsel may 

legally advise the accused not to answer.)] 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 67 (67, 68): 38 Cr.L.J. 354: ILR (1937) Nag 228, Budhulal 
v. Emperor. (Accused declining to answer questions and preferring to put in 
written statement — No examination under S. 342 is possible.) 

■(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 147 (148), Bamscslian v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 378 (381) : 4 Pat 231 : 26 Cri L Jour 932, Bliagwat Singh v. 
Emperor. (Especially where a written statement has been put in.) 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 209 (212) : 57 Cal 1074 : 31 Cr.L.J. 903, Prafulla Kumar 
v. Emperor. 

4. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 16 (17), In re Gopal Hajjam. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 250 (251) : 41 Cr.L.J. 563, Talisinuddin Ahmad v. Emperor. 
•(’10) AIR 1916 Cal 633 (641) : 16 Cr.L.J. 724, Emperor v. Dwijendra Chandra. 
■(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 17S (181, 182) : 32 Cri L Jour 684, Shcr Jang v. Emperor. 

(He cannot defeat the ends of justice by refusing to answer.) 

5a. (’16) AIR 1916 Cal 524 (525) : 16 Cr. L. J. 576, Emperor v. Nagendra Nath. 

5. (’99) 1 Bom L R 435 (436), Queen-Empress v. Jayapa Nagappa. (Same rule 
applies to his examination by a police patel.) 

7. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 209 (212) : 57 Cal 1074 : 31 Cr.L.J. 903, Prafulla Kumar 
.v. Emperor. 
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A false defence will, however, sifYect the credit to be attached to the 
case of the accused and raise an inference against him, though this will 
not relieve the Court from the task of attempting to arrive at a sound 
•conclusion from the whole evidence, inasmuch as, notwithstanding hw 
falso defence, the accused may ho innocent of the offence charged . 1 

23. Answers given to be taken into consideration. — 
Where facts are put forward on behalf of the prosecution, which, 
unless explained, justify an inference of guilt being drawn against 
the accused, it is both lawful and proper for the Court to consider 
the explanation of those facts, which the accused puts forward in his 
■defence . 1 In cases of circumstantial evidence, the Court should always 
take the explanation of the accused into consideration.* The burden of 
proving an exception under the Penal Code is on the accused 3 and in 
such cases, the circumstances, with his statement, may he sufficient to 
establish the exception in his favour . 1 

The proof of a case against the accused must depend, not on the 
absence of an explanation on his part, hut upon the positive affirmative 
evidence of his guilt given by the prosecution . 3 Where, however, the 


Note 22 

1. [Sec (’GS) 18G8 Pun lie So. 22 Cr, p. 52 (G5), lehar.gir Ki.cn \ . Cron n. 

(‘GO) 1SG0 I’un Ite No. 21 Cr, p. 17 (40), Kin; rcs<- v. Harjn* Kai.'j 
[See airo (’21) AIR 1021 Lab 80 (00) : 22 Cr. I,. .1. 005, i/nr: Barn v. Emperor. 
(No inference ns to guilt of accused can be niTe-.utily drawn {torn an erionrou- 
or a false Ftntenunt made bv him.)] 

Note 23 

1. (’1G) AIR 101G All GO (Gl) : 17 Cri L .tour 23, Abdul v. Emperor. 
p20) AIR 1020 AH 72 (73, 7J) : 21 Cri L Jour 410, Jaadeo J'cnhad v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’18) AIR 1018 Cal 311 (3151; 10 Cri L Jour 81,' Ashraf At i v. Emperor.] 

2. (’20) AIR 1020 Rom 71 (73) : 40 Rom 878 : 27 Cr.L.J. 114, Emperor v. Abdul Gam. 

3. (’14) AIR 1014 Cal 332 (333) : 13 Cri L Jour 270, Earn Seira: v. Emperot. 
(’27) AIR 1027 Cal 321 (320) : 28 Cri L Jour 331, Adam Ah v. Emperor. (O mis 

to establish circumstance? justifying cxcrch'- of right of private defence is on the 
accused.) 

.(’29) AIR 1029 Cal 34G (319) : 3G Cul 1013 : 31 Cri I, Jour 3G0, Muhammad Gul 
v. Farley Karim. 

(’88) 1888 Pun Rc No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (2), Alia Ilahhsh v. Empress. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, p. 32 (35), Ehudn Bahhsh v. Empress. 

(’81) 1881 Pun Re No. 41 Cr, p. 87 (01), Halim v. Empress. 

(’32) AIR 1032 Lab 11 (12) : 33 Cri L Jour ISO, Umar Khan v. Emperor. (Grave 
and sudden provocation.) 

.(’24) AIR 1024 Lab 733 (731) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1005, Katcar Siuqh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
,(’25) AIR 1025 Lab 309(400):G Lab 171 : 27 Cr.L.J. 438, Ilaiha v. Emperor. (Do.) 
■(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 78G (787) : 28 Cri L .Tour 838, Harura Singh v. Emperor. 
(Right of private defence.) 

•(’15) AIR 1015 Mad 250 (250) : 13 Cri L Jour 417, In re JVnrisi Ecddi. (Do.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 470 (471) : 15 I. C. 310 (Mad), Vecrana Nadar. v. Emperor. 
(’33) 34 Cri L Jour 401 (40G) : 142 Ind Cu'~ 741 (Nag), Sulcman v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 192S Nag 58 (02) : 28 Cri L Jour 90G, Surajmal v. Bam noth. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 142 (143) : 3-1 Cri L Jour 783, Nan Ba Shin v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1929 Sind 00 (02) : 23 Sind L R 21G : 30 Cr. L. J. 548, Allahbiu: Khan 
v. Emperor. 

■[Sec (’21) AIR 1921 .Mad 303 (303) : 22 Cri L Jour G13, In re Bajaym ■] 

[See also (’13) 14 Cri L .Tour 440 (441) : 20 I. C. GOO (L Ji), Emperor v. Stella. 
(Burden of proving facts, which arc peculiarly within tho sole knowledge of 
accused, is on him.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 409 (409) : 28 Cri L .Tour4G9, Harcndra Kumar v. Emperor.)] 
See also S. 271 Note 9. 

4. (’27) AIR 1927 All 110 (110) : 27 Cri L Jour 1305, Hang alia v. Emperor. 

5. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (283) : 25 Cr.L..T.$17 (f 13), Emperor v.Barcndra Kumar. 
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• Note 23 


■prosecution evidence prima facie establishes his guilt or involves him 
in considerable suspicion, his absence of explanation may give rise to 
an inference against him . 0 But when the prosecution evidence is entirely 
untrustwortl^y, it is not open to the Court to rely upon the admissions 
of the accused made in a statement under this section and to base a 
conviction thereon . Ga 

The answers given can only be “taken into consideration” in the 
inquiry or trial, in which they are given. They cannot be allowed to 
fill up a gap in the prosecution evidence; the prosecution must make 
out its case by evidence . 7 Thus, where in a prosecution for defamation, 
no evidence was let in to prove publication, it was held that the 
admission of publication, made by the accused in his statement under 
this section, was not sufficient to fill up the gap in the prosecution 
evidence . 8 Similarly, in a prosecution for murder, where the prosecution 
evidence is not sufficient to connect the accused with the murder, the 
gap cannot be filled up by an admission made by the accused in his 
examination under this section . 85 The Lahore High Court has in the 
undermentioned ease 8b expressed a doubt whether the same principle 
would apply to a written statement lodged by the accused of his own 
accord. 

Where the answers given satisfactorily explain the prosecution 
evidence, there can be no conviction; if they do not rebut the prosecution 
evidence, the Court will convict; but in any case the Court cannot 

6. (’18) AIE 1918 Mad 111 (115) : 19 Cri L Jour 189, E. D. Smith v. Emperor. 

(Where, the only alternative theory to guilt of accused is a remote possibility, 
which if correct, he is in a position to explain, the absence of any explanation 
must be considered in determining whether the possibility may bo disregarded 
or taken into account.) ■ 

(’19) AIE 1919 Oudh 160 (174) : 20 Cri L Jour 465, Susliil Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 111 (112) : 7 Sind L E 109 : 15 Cri L Jour 497, Isharsing 
Sawanshig v. Emperor. (Force of suspicious circumstances is augmented in 
absence of explanation.) 

[See (’24)AIR1924 Cal 257(283):25 Cr.L.J. 817(FB), Emperor v.Barcndra Kumar. ] 
6a. (’87) 1937 M W N 569 (570), Krishnayya v. Emperor. 

7. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 209 (210) : 3S Cri L Jour 323 : I L R (1937) Mad 358, In ro 
Seshapani Chctty. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Lah 28 (29) : 37 Cri L Jour 42S, Hasham v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 373 (373) : 29 Cri L Jour 763, Bamcshwar v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 255 (256) : 24 Sind LR 10 : 30 Cr.L.J. 1135, Salelrv. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad S51 (853) U39 Mad 449 : 16 Cr. L. J. 294, Annavi Muthiriyan 
v. Emperor. 

8. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 904 (905) : 40 Cr. L. J. 69, SulhaEaov.Y cnhalacliclapathi 
Aiyar. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 225 (226) : 4 Lah 55 : 24 Cr. L. J. 693, Devi Dialv. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 566 (56S) : 2 Weir 408 : 27 Mad 238 (240), Mohideen Abdul Kadir 
v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 5S5 (587) : 12 I C 961 : 36 Mad 457 , G. G. Jerimiahv. F. S.Vas. 
[But see (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 509 (510, 511) : 37 Cri L Jour 328, Narayanan 
Chetiyarv . Emperor . (Accused admitting in his examination publication of defa- 
matory letter — Admission not a result of intimidation and found to be true because 
defence was solely based upon it — Held such admission could be taken into con- 
sideration against the accused even though there was no evidence of publication.)] 
8a. (’41) AIR 1941 Mad 1 (4): 1940 Mad W N 1105 (1107, 1108), Emperor v. Kupp- 
ammal. (Following AIR 1916 Mad 407.) 

8b. (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 28 (29): 37 Cr.L.J. 428 , Hasham v. Emperor. (On the facts 
of the case it was held that the statement could be taken into consideration when 
the prosecution had without such statement proved its case.) 
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supplement the prosecution evidence by selecting only the passages 
which might corroborate the prosecution evidence, rejecting passages 
exonerating tlio accused; the entire statement should he considered. 0 

Under the Code of 1872, the statement of an accused person could 
he used only as against him. Under the corresponding section of the 
Code of 18S2, as well as under the present section, it can he used 
for or against him 10 in the same case, or, in a subsequent trial for 
a different offence. 11 It cannot, however, bo used against any person 
other than the one who made it. 12 

As to the meaning of the words “taken into consideration” in 
S. 80 of the Evidence Act, see the undermentioned cases. 13 

24. Irrelevant answers. — In giving his answers, the accused 
must confine himself to relevant answers. The Judge can refuse to 
record irrelevant answers and may even prevent the making of such 
answers. 1 


9. (’37) AIR 1937 Lali 213 (245) : 38 Cr. L. .1. di3, Ahmar. Shak Md. v. Emperor, 
(Court cannot take into consideration merely the inculpatory part of an accused’s 
statement to the exclusion of the exculpatory part.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 1 (5) : 51 All 313 : 30 Cri 1. Jour 101, Bhola Kathy. Emperor. 
(’91) 21 Cal 955 (97G), Wa/adar Khan v. Queen-Empress. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 195 (19G) : 14 I C 195 : 39 Cal 835, Viha Basra v. Emperor. 
(’G9) 5 Mad II C R App iv (iv). 

('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 142 (142) : 9 Ind Cas 790 (Mad), Kamahha v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’33) AIR 1931 All 1 (2) 32 Cr. E. J. 3G2 : 52 All 1011 (Fit), Dal 

Mahund v. Emperor. (Confe-'sion must he taken n« a whole.) 

(’33) AIR 3933 All 401 (402) : 31 Cri L Jour 763, .Van Singh \\ Emperor. [Held, 
that admissions of the accused were to he taken ns a whole.) 

(’32) 33 Cr. L. J. 570 (571) : 13S Ind Cas 217 (Lah), Faqtr Mahomed v. Emperor, 
(Admissions must he taken ns a whole.)] 

10. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 250 (251) : 41 Cr. L. J. 503, Tahsinnddin Ahmad v. 
Emperor. (In Fome cases the Court may draw even an inference against the 
accused from his answer or refusal to answer.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 1’at 122 (122): G Pat L J 211: 22 Cr.E.J. 433, Baldco Koeri v. Emperor. 
[Sec fG7) 7 Sutli \V R Cr 59 (GO), Queen v. Rally churn. (Accused convicted of 
adultery on his own admission coupled with the evidence.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Alt 90 (91) : 45 All 1GG : 21 Cr. L. J. 0, Deo Datt v. Emperor. 
(Contradictory statements of accused taken into consideration against him.)] 

11. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 122 (122) : G Tat L J 241 : 22 Cri L Jour 433, Baldco Koeri 
v. Emperor. 

12. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 250 (251) : 41 Cr.E.J. 5G3, Tahsinuddin Ahmed v. Em- 
peror. (Statement of accused under S.312 cannot bo used against his co-nccused.) 

(’70) 2 N W P H C R 33G (337), Queen v. llurgobind. 

(’94) 21 Cal 955 (97G), 1 Vafadar Khan v. Empress. 

(’ G9) 18G9 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, p. 54 (54, 55), Croton v. TIossaincc. 

(’78) 1878 Pun Ro No. 13 Cr, p, 34 (3G), Crown v. Jhaba. 

13. (’90) 15 Bom GG (G8), Quccn-Emprcss v. Khandia, (Accused jointly tried with 
other accused — Confessions of other accused can only be taken into consideration 
along with evidence — They cannot by themselves form basis of conviction.) 

(1893-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 3GS (3G8), Nga Tha Nyan v. Quccn-Emprcss. 
(’8G) 1S8G Rat 311 (311,312), Quccn-Emprcssy.Bayaji. (“Taken info consideration” 
mean "taken so" for the purpose of arriving at a conclusion of fact.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 45G(45G), Quccn-Emprcss. y.Ganapabhat. (Confession of co-accused 
cannot, though it may bo taken into consideration for purposes of S. 30, Evidence 
Act, bo treated as of the same value as the evidence of an nccomplico taken on 
oath and tested by cross-examination.) 

(’GO) 5 Suth W R Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Sunccchur. (Statement of a prisoner, whether 
taken as a confession or on examination, may be received as evidence.) 

Note 24 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 All G90(G95):55 All 1040:34 Cr.L.J. MT, Jhabwala v. Emperor. 
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Notes 25-27 


25. Answers making defamatory statements. — It has been 
held by the High Courts of Allahabad 1 and Madras 2 that a defamatory 
statement, made in answer to questions put by the Court under this 
section, will not render the accused liable to punishment. The High 
Court of Bombay has, on the other hand, held that he will render 
himself liable . 3 

26. Answers amounting to contempt of Court. — A statement, 
which amounts to contempt of Court, will render the accused liable 
to punishment . 1 

27. Answers by one accused, if can be considered against 

co-accused. — It has already been seen that the answers given by the 

accused can be used only for or against him and not against others. 

There is no indication in the language of this section that the answers 

given by one accused under this section could be considered against his 

co-accused. On the question whether statements made under this- 

section can be taken into consideration under S. 30, Evidence Act, 

against a co-accused, there is a divergence of judicial opinion. The 

Bombay High Court has held that for the purposes of S. 30, there is no 

distinction between a confession made by an accused before the trial 

and one made by him in the course of the trial and hence, a confession 

made by one accused in the course of his statement under this section 

can he taken into consideration against his co-accused under S. 30 of 

the Evidence Act . 1 The Lahore High Court agrees with this view . 2 

But the Allahabad , 3 Madras , 4 Calcutta 5 6 and Nagpur 0 High Courts 

- - - - - - 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 All 707(70S):50 All 169:29 Cr.L.J. 262, Murli Pathak v. Emperor. 

2. (’09) 9 Cr. L. .T. 276 (277) : 1 1. C. 248 (Mad), In rc Payini Ghellaya. (State- 
merits held privileged.) 

(’12) 18 Cr.L.J. 275(278, 2S2):14 I.C. 659:36 Mad 216 (FB), Potaraju v. Emperor. 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 141(143):50 Bom 162:27 Cr.L.J. 423(FB), Santa v. Umrao. 

Note 26 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 261 (264) : 46 Bom 973 : 23 Cr. L. J. 325, Emperor v. 
Tenkatrao. (Imputation of prejudice to presiding Judge made in accused’s 
statement amounts to contempt.) 

Note 27 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Bom 354 (355, 356) : 54 Bom 531 : 31 Cr. L. J. 1137, William 
Cooper v. Emperor. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 Lab 337 (338) : 37 Cr. L. J. SOS : 16 Lab 651, Dial Singh v. 
Emperor. (Value of confession as against co-accused depends on facts and 
circumstances of case.) 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 All 322(323): 25 Cr.L.J. 305: 45 All 323, Mahadco v. Emperor. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 820 (821) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1099 : 54 Mad 788, In rc Maruda - 
mutliu Padayachi. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Mad 285 (285) : 30 Cr. L. J. 932, In re Govinda Naidu. (S. 30 
does not refer to statements made at the trial but tbe statements made before- 
and proved at tbe trial.) 

[But see (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 45 (46) : 15 Cr. L. J. 13 : 38 Mad 302, In rc Yem- 
palli Bali Ecddii] 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 250 (251) : 41 Cr. L. J. 563, Tahasinuddin Ahmed v. Em- 
peror. (Tbe Court is not entitled to draw any inference against a co-accused 
from tbe answer of one accused given in response to questions put to him under 
tbe provisions of S. 342, Criminal Procedure Code.) 

[See also (’81) 7 Cal 65 (68, 69) : 8 C L R 352, Empress v. Gliandranath. (Each 
accused in absence of other — Conviction on statement of co-accused cannot be 

supported.)] . 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 287 (290, 291), Sumitra v. Emperor. (Distinction between 
confession before trial and one made when examined under S. 342 pointed out.) 
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have taken a contrary view on the ground that S. SO of the Evidence 
Act refers only to a confession made before the trial and not in the 
course of the trial, it is submitted that the latter view is correct. The 
reason is this: S. SO of the Evidence Act requires that the confession 
must be “proved” before the Court. Under S. 3 of the Evidence Act, a 
fact is said to bo proved when on considering the matters before it the 
Court believes such fact to exist or considers its existence so prohablo 
that a prudent man ought under the circumstances of the case to act 
upon the supposition that it exists. When a confession is made before 
a Court in the course of a trial, the Court perceives with its own senses 
the fact of the confession and knows such fact ; the Court does not 
believe it or consider it to be probable. 

28. Several accused — Each to be examined separately. — 
Where there are several accused in a case, it is incumbent on the 
Magistrate to examine each of them separately ; a joint statement of 
all the accused in a single paragraph is not authorized by t ho section . 1 
Where, after the Judge took an explanation from one of the accused 
persons, as regards the nature of his defence, and subsequently took 
another statement from a co-accused under this section, it was held 
that he was entitled to do so . 2 

Where there are several accused, the case of each of them should 
be individually considered and each of them should be questioned with 
reference to the particular position brought out by the evidence 
against him . 3 

29. Accused's defence in general. — The nature of the defence 
should be ascertained, not only from the statement of the accused but 
from the trend of the cross-examination of the prosecution witnesses, 
and from the arguments of the accused’s pleader at the close of the trial . 1 

[See (’40) AIR 1940 Nag GG (G9, 70) : 41 Cr. L. .T. 15S, Molilal v. Emperor 
(Statement not taken into consideration — Question left open.)] 

[Rut see (’31) AIR 1931 Nag 1G9 (170) : 32 Cr. L. .T. 1222 : 27 N L R 1G3, Gan. 
pat v. Emperor. (Disapproved in A I R 1910 Nag 287.)] 

Note 28 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 304 (301) : 39 Cr. L. J. 59 : 32 S L R 30, Emperor v. 
Shivalomal. (Section contemplates individual statements of accused nnd not 
joint statement.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 132 (135): 55 Born 35G : 32 Cr.L.J. 572, Balahrishna Anant 
v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 42(43, 44): 1913 Pun Re No. 20 Cr: 15 Cr. L. .T. 11, Emperor 
v. Nanale Chand. 

(’28) 29 Cr. L. J. 4G9 (4G9) : 109 I. C. 117 (Lali), Girdhari Lai v. Emperor. 

[Rut sec (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 403 (403,404): 22 Nag L R 1: 27 Cr. L. J. GG, Malta - 
dco Singh v. Emperor. (Co-accuscd not debarred from giving concerted state- 
ment.)] 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal G75 (G77) : 55 Cal 858 : 29 Cr. L. J. 1022, Salya Narain v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285) : 40 Cr. L. J. 197 : I L R (1939) Nag G8G, Nana 
Sadoba v. Emperor. (Where a complicated question is put to each accused with- 
out reference to the particular position of each as brought out by the evidence 
against him, it is not a sufficient compliance with the section.) 

Note 29 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 442 (442, 443) : 31 Gri L Jour 1203, Kutii v. Emperor. 
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2. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 456 (459) : 41 Cal 350 : 15 Cr. L. J. 3S5, Ramesh Chandra 
v. Emperor. 

3. (’IS) AIR 1918 All 189 (190) : 40 All 2S4 : 19 Cri L Jour 371, Yusuf Hussain 
v. Emperor. (Alternative defence.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 439 (441) : 20 Cr.L.J.661, Afiruddi Chalcdar v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 786 (787) : 16 Cr. L. J. 76 (78), Kali Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lak 710 (712) : 29 Cr. L. J. 117, Santa Singh v. Emperor. (In- 
consistent pleas.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 843 (843, 844) : 21 Cri L Jour 799 : 5 Pat L Jour 64, Faudi 
Kcot v. Emperor. (Alternative defence.) 

(’2S) AIR 1928 Rang 167 (167) : 30 Cri L Jour 239, Abdul Aziz v.Fazal Rahman. 
(Even where accused deny having made statements alleged to be defamatory, 
they are entitled to prove that the allegations, if made by them, would bring 
them within one of the exceptions to S. 500, Penal Code.) 

See also S. 256 Note 10 and S. 290 Note 1. 

4. (’23) AIR 1928 Cal 717 (718) : 25 Cr, L. J. 190, Nagandra Chandra v. King - 
Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lak 710 (712) : 29 Cri L Jour 117, Santa Singh v. Emperor. 

4a. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 843 (843,844) : 21 Cri L Jour 799 (800) : 5 Pat L Jour 64, 
Faudi Keot v. Emperor. 

5. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal 456 (466) : 41 Cal 350 : 15 Cr.L. J. 385, Ramesh Chandra 
Bancrjee v. Emperor. 

5a. (’18) AIR 1918 All 160 (166) : 19 Cri L Jour 935, Surendra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’30) 1930 Mad W N 1211 (1215), Pichumm a Naidu v. Emperor. (Accused charged 
with murder is under no obligation to suggest any other way in which the 
deceased might have met his death — Failure to do so should not occasion adverse 
comment.) 

(’94) 1894 Rat 686 (686), Quccn-Emprcss v. Jethmal Narayan. 

€. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 27(39) : 29Cr.L.J.49, Hari Narayan Chandra v. Emperor. 
(Per Sukrawardy, J.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 111 (112) : 7 Sind L R 109 : 15 Cr. L. J. 497 (498,499), Isar. 
sing Sawansing v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Gal 599 (600) : 34 Cri L Jour. 1015, Arman Vila v. Jaimulla.- 
(Once the elements of an offence under S. 215, Penal Code, have been established 
by evidence the onus of proving that the accused is entitled to the benefit of the 
exception mentioned in S. 215 is on the defence.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 100 (101) : 6 Pat 627 : 29 Cri L Jour 239, Ghanshyam Singh 
‘ v. Emperor. (Merely relying on discrepancies in prosecution evidence is not suffi- 
cient.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 384 (386) : 10 Pat 590 : 33 Cri L Jour 111, Leda Bhagat v. 

' E?;;peror.(Faets indicating only one reasonable inference — Accused to escape con- 
sequences of that inference must offer alternative inference equally probable.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 85 (S7) : 27 Cri L Jour 1265, Buhshan v. Emperor. (Force 
of suspicious circumstances is augmented when no explanation of facts is offered.) 
See.also S. 257 Note 1 and S. 290 Note 5. • ' 


An accused person is entitled to put forward any defence open to 
him, technical or otherwise, and to have the Court’s judgment on it . 2 
Nor is there anything in law to prevent him from setting up alternative 
and inconsistent defences , 3 though such defence may ordinarily weaken 
his case . 4 It is open to an accused person to plead the right of private 
defence, either specifically, or in the alternative . 41 

It is not the affair of the defence to explain or to supply gaps in 
the prosecution evidence . 5 Nor can the Court call upon the accused to- 
frame a theory, particularly in a case of difficulty, in which the theory 
of the prosecution is itself not clear . 51 Where, however, a prima facie 
case is made out by the prosecution, it is the duty of the defence to 
rebut the presumption arising therefrom, by some tangible evidence . 6 

An accused can make admissions of facts at his trial, which may 
relieve the prosecution from bringing evidence to prove such admitted 
facts : a plea of guilty is an extreme instance of such an admission and 
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a decision may be based thereon. 7 

30. Court, if can ask accused to give thumb impressions. 
— Section 73 of tho Evidence Act provides that the Court may direct 
any person present in Court to write any words or figures or to give 
his thumb impressions. Section 5 of the Identification of Prisoners’ Act, 
XXXIII of 1920, also enables tho Court to direct the measurements (which 
include thumb impressions) of any person to be taken for tho purpose 
of any proceeding under tho Code. It was held in tho undermentioned 
cases 1 that tho taking of thumb impressions of accused persons is in the 
nature of questioning the accused for the purpose of eliciting incrimi- 
nating statements from them, and that it is, therefore, prohibited by 
this section. Theso decisions havo not been followed by later decisions 
of the same Courts on the ground that S. 042 applies only to oral state- 
ments and has no application to the taking of thumb impressions and 
signatures. 2 

Whore the accused refused to give his handwriting in a forgery 
case against him, it was held that an adverse inference can bo drawn 
against him by reason of such refusal. 3 

31. “No oath shall he administered to the accused" — 
Sub-seotion (4). — Under tho Indian law, a person cannot bo 
administered an oath in any case, in which ho is an accused person. 1 


7. ('0G) 4 Cri L Jour 471 (475) : 3 Low Bur Bui 209 (FB), Abbas AH v. Emperor. 

Note 30 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 137 (139) : 17 Cri L Jour 31G, Mating Po Nyun v. 
Multi Kvrpcn Chctty. 

(’22) AIR 1922 I’nt 73 (74, 75) : 1 Pat 242 : 23 Cri L Jour G38, Bazari Hajam v. 
King-Emperor. (Identification of Prisoners’ Act not referred to.) 

2. (’28) AIR 1926 Pal 103 (104) : G Pat G23 : 28 Cri L Jour 1028, Zaliuri Sahu 
v. Emperor. (Court can direct nccused to give his thumb impression in Court.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 129 (131, 132) : G Pat 305 : 28 Cri L Jour 850, Basgil Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Bang 115 (11G, 117): 1 Rang 759 : 2G Cri L Jour 108 (F B), King- 
Emperor v. Nga Tun Hlaing. 

[See also (’2G) AIR 192G Cal 531 (533) : 27 Cr. L. J. 409, Emperor v. Kiran Bala 
Dasi. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 178 (179) : 23 Cr.L. J. 094 : 4G Mad 715, Public Prosecutor 
v. YiramMal.} 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 40G (409) : 5G Bom 304 : 33 Cri L Jour GGG, Emperor v. 
Eamrao Mangcslu 

Note 31 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (342): 58 Cal 1214: 32 Cr.L.J. GG7, Mohammad Yusuf 
v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Upp Bur 31 (32) : 3 Upp Bur Rul 115 : 20 Cri L Jour 841, Nga 
Ngioc Gyaw v. Emperor. (Co-accused tried jointly at one trial — One of them 
cannot be put on his oath or examined ns a witness.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 577 (578) : 12 Ind Cas 841 (LB), Emperor v. Lai Meah. 
(Solemn affirmation of person in the position of accused is bad.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 47G (478) : 12 Lnh 635 : 32 Cri L Jour 913, In the matter of 
Khairatiram. (Accused can, in no case, bo examined as a witness.) 

(’0G) 3 Cri L Jour 225 (22G) : 28 All 331 : 3 All L J 98 : 190G A W N 42, Bindesri 
Singh v. Emperor. (No one can bo prosecuted in respect of false statements made 
in affidavit sworn by him in a caso in which ho is an accused.) 

(’80) 5 Cal L R 574 (575), In the matter of A. David. (Two prisoners tried together 
for different offences committed in the same transaction — It is improper and 
illegal to examine one as a witness against the other.) 
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In Emperor v. Kasi Davood , 2 the High Court of Bombay observed : 

“It is repugnant to all principles of criminal law as administered in this 
country to compel a person to give evidence in the very matter in which he is 
accused, or is liable to bo accused and then to base the charge on such evidence, 
and at the trial of the accused, to use such evidence given on oath as a statement 
tending to prove the guilt of the accused.” 

“Accused” means the accused then under trial and under 
examination by the Court . 3 In other words, he must be an accused in 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 1021 (1022) : 45 Cal 720 : 19 Cri L Jour GG3, Akhoy Kumar 
v. Emperor. (Accused person actually under trinl cannot be sworn as witness.) 
(’82) 5 C P L R Cr 1 (2), Empress v. Slialcur. (Unless an accused person is con- 
victed or acquitted, he should not, except in tho case where he is made Queen’s 
witness, be examined as witness touching tho matter of which he is accused.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 145 (148) : 30 Cri L Jour G46 (FB), Indra Chandra Narang 
v. Emperor. (It is most unfortunate that Indian Law of Evidence does not permit 
an accused to give evidence in support of his defence.) 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 59 (GO), Queen-Empress v. Nga Saw. (Making some of 
the accused persons witnesses held illegal.) 

(’02) 2G Mad 11G (118) : 2 Weir 189, In re Parec Kunhammad. 

(’79) 2 All 2G0 (2G2), Empress of India v. Asghar AH. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 537 (537) : 33 All 1G3 : 7 Ind Cas 914, Malian v. Emperor. 
(Accused cannot be convicted under S. 182, Penal Code, for statement made by 
him during his examination on oath by a Magistrate or in course of nn applies-' 
tion for transfer.) 

(’9G) 19 Mad 209 (210) : 1 Weir 850, Queen-Empress v. Bhasyam Chctti. (Affidavit 
by accused sought to be used for purpose of showing that he did not plead guilty, 
held inadmissible — That vakil and not the client should have made affidavit 
pointed out.) 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 33 (35, 3G): 1902 Pun L R No. 100, Nabi Baksh 
v. Emperor. 

[See also (’SO) 18S0 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 8 (9), Baj Mai v. Empress. (The ad- 
ministering of nn oatli or affirmation to nn accused person although prohibited 
does not render the statement inadmissible cither against him or against a co- 
accused at the trial.)] 

[But sec (’GG) G Suth W R Cr 91 (91), Queen v. Ashru fj Sheilc. (Persons jointly 
tried — No community of interest — Any person jointly indicted is a competent 
witness ngainst others.)] 

2. (’26) AIR 192G Bom 144 (14G) : 50 Bom 56 : 27 Cri L Jour 433. (Statement 
of accused on oath before Coroner at inquest is not admissible in evidence.) 

[Nee also (’08) 7 CriLJour 131 (131): 3MLT 138, Anthony v. Emperor. (Convic- 
tion based on the deposition of the accused taken on solemn affirmation is bad.)] 
[But sec (’26) AIR 192G Bom 151 (152) : 50 Bom' 111 : 27 Cr. L. J. 4GG, Emperor 
v. Bamnath Mahabir. (Statement of accused on oath at Coroner’s inquest is 
admissible at his trial either under S.2G, or under Ss. 18 and 21, Evidence Act.)] 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (482, 483) : 40 Cri L Jour 118 : ILR (1939) Bom 42, 
Emperor v. Earamali Gulamali. 

(’98) 28 Bom 213 (219), Empress v. Durant. 

(’02) 15 C P L R 112 (114), Emperor v. Yinayak Jagcshwar. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Bom 229 (231, 235) : 17 Cr. L. J.25G ,GovindBalvants. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 1021 (1022) : 45 Cal 720 : 19 Cri L Jour 663, Akhoy Kumar 
Maker jee v. Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 255 (256) : 1G Nag L R 9 : 21 Cr. L. J. 769, GovindaSambuji 
v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 227 (227) : 25 Cri L Jour 1194, Makhdum v. Emperor. 
(Accused in case before Sub-Magistrate making false statements in application 
before District Magistrate not protected.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 122 (125) : 3 Rang 11 : 26 Cri L Jour 492, A. V. Joseph v. 
King-Emperor. (Co-accused tried separately is a competent witness for or against 
the other.) 

(’92) 16 Bom 661 (668), Queen-Empress v. Mona Puna. (“Accused” means a 
person over whom the Magistrate or other Court is exercising jurisdiction.) 

(’96) 23 Cal 493 (494), Jhoja Singh v. Queen-Empress. (Do.) 

(’01) 28 Cal 709(714) '.5GYnA14Q,LalitMohanMoitrav.SurjaKantaAcharjce. 
(’98) 21 All 107 (109) : 1898 AWN 185, Empress v. Mutasaddi Lai. 
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the enquiry or trial in which he is presented as a witness . 4 It cannot 
include an accused over whom the Court is exercising jurisdiction in 
another inquiry or trial . 5 Thus, A, against whom an enquiry or trial is 
pending in Court X, can file an affidavit in the High Court in support 
of an application for transfer under S. 52G n or for leave to appeal under 
section 4-19 (l), clause (c ) 7 inasmuch ns such application is a different 
proceeding from that in which he is an accused person. 

The word “accused” cannot include any person who, at the time 
he is administered an oath, is not on his trial in any proceeding . 8 Thus, 


('35) AIR 1925 Rom 18G (18S) : 59 Rom 355 : 3G Cri L .Tour 93",Kcrhav Vasttdro 
v. Emperor. (Persons not sent up tor trial — Mere inclusion of tlicir names in 
police charge-sheet docs not make them accused.) 

4. (’40) AIR 1910 Nag 410 (413) : 18S I. C. SS5 (8S3). Shcoshankar Dhondbaji 
v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (22, 23) : 38 Cri L dour 237 and 251 : ILK (1937) Nag 315 
(PR), Amdumiyan Guljar v. Emperor. (The word 'inquiry' in tho section does 
not include an investigation.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nng 255 (250) : 1G Nag L R 9 : 21 Cr L J 7G9, Govinda Sambhuji 
v. Emperor . 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 38 Cr, p. S3 (90), Mai Sir.gk v. Empress. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Rom 4S1 (4S2) : 40 Cr. L. .T. 118 : ILR (1939) Bom 42, Emperor 
v. Karamali Gulamali. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nng 17 (22) : 38 Cri L Jour 237 and 231 : ILR (1937) Nag 315 (FB), 
Amdumiyan Guljarv. Emperor. (‘Inquiry’ in S. 342 does, not include investigation 
and ‘accined’ means one over whom the MncPirnfe is exercising jurisdiction.) 
(’98) 20 All 42G (427) : 1898 A W X 102, Queen-Empress v. Txrbcn i Sahai. 

(’0°) 7 Cr. L. ,T. 93 (102) : 35 Cal 101 : 7 C L .T 63, Be phi Chandra Pal v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 1021 (1022, 1023) : 45 Cal 720 : 19 Cr. L. .1. CG3, Akhoy Kumar 
Muhcrjcc v. Empercr. (When two persons, though accused of complicity in tho 
catno offence, are tried separately, each is a competent witness at the trial of the 
other.) 

(28) AIR 1928 Cal 357 (559) : 5G Cal 400 : 30 Cri L 3ouz.%lS, Superintcndcntand 
Bemcmlrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Murray. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 311 (342) : 53 Cal 1214 : 32 Cr. L. J. GG7, Muhammad Tumi f 
v. Emperor. 

(’87) 1897 I’un Re Xo. 3S Cr, p. 85 (90), Mai Singh v. Empress. 

[See also (’95) 1895 Rat 770 (777), Quccn-Emprcss v. Bamchandra Sawairam.] 

6. (’33) AIR 1933 Xag 201 (202) : 29 Nng L R 338 : 31 Cr. L. J. 1035, Sadashco 
Suryabhanji v. Emperor. (S. 312, sub-s. (4), applies only to the conductor trials 
and to the examination of tho accused at tho trial and does not apply to any 
proceeding outside tho trial, such as an application to the High Court for transfer.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Ail 182 (184) : 29 Cri L .Tour 33G, Baddu Khan v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 113 (113) : 3 Lah 4G : 23 Cr. L. J. 399, Ghulam Muhammad 
v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 312 (313, 314) : G Lah 34 : 27 Cri L Jour 98, Emperor v. Pir 
Qadir Baksh Shah. 

(’2G) AIR 192G Lah 12 (13) : 2G Cri L .Tour 1309, Mi. Allah TPfisat v. Emperor. 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 509 (512, 513) : 12 Oudh Cas 308 : 4 I. C. 1G0, Tribhavan v. 
Empercr. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 378 (379) : 1 Sind L R 124, Impcralor v. Khan Mahommcd. 
(Statements in affidavit not made to questions put, not protected by clnuso 2.) 

7. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 307 (308) : 54 Cal 52 : 28 Cri L Jour 481, Gallagher v. 
Emperor. (Sub-section (4) of'S. 342 is intended to relate to tho proceedings which 
nre specified in S. 342.) 

[Rut sec (’9G) 19 Mad 209 (210) : 1 Weir 850, Queen-Empress v.BhashyamChclli. 
(Affidavit in revision is not admissible.)] 

8. (’20) AIR 1920 Nng 255 (25G):10 Nng L R 9:21 Cr.L.J.7G9, Govinda Sambhuji 
Mali v. Emperor. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Be No. 38 Cr, p. 85 (85, 80), Mai Singh v. Empress. 

[See also (’08) 5 Bom H C R Cr 1 (2), Beg. v. Narayan Sundar.']- 
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whore an accused person is pardoned under S. 337,° or is discharged , 10 
he ceases to be an accused. Where several persons were arrested in the 
course of a police investigation and the police discharged one of them 
and made him a witness in the trial started against the others, it was 
held that he was a competent witness, even though his discharge by the 
police was illegal . 11 So also, where several accused were charge-sheeted 
by the police but subsequently ono of them was placed on a separate 
charge-sheet and tried separately, it was held that he was not an 
accused for the purposes of the trial of the other accused and was a 
competent witness against them . 110 It has also been held that where 
tho police refrain from prosecuting a person against whom there is 
adequate evidence to justify his production for inquiry and trial before 
a Magistrate, he can be a competent witness even though he was not 
pardoned under S. 337. llb Where A and B are charged with theft but 
process is issued by tho Magistrate only against A, B is a competent 
witness in the trial against A. 32 An accused person, who has not been 
legally granted a pardon , 13 or who has not been legally discharged by 
tho Magistrate , 131 does not cease to bo an accused person. A pardon 
granted by the Government to an accused after the commencement 
of the trial is not ono under S.337 and ho does not cease to be an 
“accused” person. His evidence is, therefore, not admissible against 
his co-accused. 13b 


9. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 10GG (10G7, 1068) : 1904 Pun Re No. 21 Cr, Sardar Khan v. 
Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Sind 43 (45):9 Sind L R 43:1G Cr.L.J.G32, Earumal Parmanand 
v. Emperor. 

10. (’18) AIR 1918 All 111 (113):19 Cr. L. J. 401 : 40 All 41G, Abdul Lalif Khan 
v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cnl 2G1 (?G2) : 17 Cri L Jour 428, Emperor v. Nanda Gopal Roy. 
(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 370 (372, 374} : 4 Low Bur Rul 3G2, Aung Min v. Emperor. 
(’G7) 7 Suth W R Cr 44 (45), Queen v. B chary Ball Bose. 

11. (’92) 1G Bom GG1 (GG3, GG8) Queen-Empress v. Mona Puna. 

11a. (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 481 (483) : 40 Cri L Jour 118 : ILR (1939) Bom 42, 
Emperor v. Karam Ali Gulam Ali. 

lib. (’37) AIR 1937 Nng 17 (23):3S Cr.L.J. 237 & 251 : ILR (1937) Nag 315 (FB), 
Amdumiyan Guljar v. Emperor. (But his evidence must ordinarily be of less 
value than that of a person who has been granted a valid pardon and is no longer 
under fear of a prosecution.) 

12. (’82) 10 Gal L R 553 (554), Mohcsh Chundcr Kopaliv. MohcshChundcr Dass. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lah GGG (GG7) : 25 Cri L Jour 520, Emperor v. Darya Singh. 

13. f'OG) 4 Cri L Jour 2S2 (283) : 190G Pun Re No. 9 Cr, Alladad v. Emperor. 
(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 33 (3G) : 1902 Pun L R No. 100, Kali Bahsh v. 

Emperor. 

(’79) 2 All 2G0 (2G2), Empress of India v. Asligar Ali. 

(’GG) 3 Bom H C R Cr 59 (GO), Reg. v. Remedies. 

(’77) 1 Bom G10 (618), Reg. v. Ilanmanla. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 215 (21G) : 1 Lah 102 : 21 Cr.L.J. 599, Mahandu v. Emperor. 
(Mere promise of immunity to accomplice does not amount to discharge so as to 
mate him competent witness against his co-accused.) 

(’OG) 4 Cri L Jour 44 (45, 4G) : 10 G W N 847, Paban Singh v. Emperor. (Con- 
ditional pardon invalid — Not a competent witness.) 

13a, (’89) 1889 Rat 4G1 (461), Queen-Empress v. Lilladhur. 

I3b. (’0G) 4 Cri L Jour 282 (283) : 190G Pun Re No. 9 Cr, Alladad v. Emperor. 
(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 33 (3G) : 1902 Pun L R No. 100, Nabi Bahsh v. 
Emperor. 

(’79) 2 All 2G0 (2G2), Empress of India v. Asligar Ali. 

[Sec also (’36) AIR 193G Lah 353 (35G) : 37 Cr. L. J. 515 : 16 Lah 594, Fahir 
Singh v. Emperor .] 
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Where an accused person is convicted, he ceases to be an accused 
person . 14 Where, therefore, one of several co-accused is convicted on 
his plea of guilty, he becomes a competent witness against others who 
were originally jointly put up for trial with him . 1-1 It was also held 
in the undermentioned case 15a that where an accused person pleads 
guilty, his incompetency of being a witness is removed, though he is 
convicted on such plea some time later. Where a prosecution is 
withdrawn against one of several accused under s. 494, he ceases to be 
an accused person and is a competent witness, to whom an oath can 
be administered, in further proceedings against others . 10 

A criminal appeal is a continuation of the criminal case and the 
appellant has the privilege of the accused and cannot be administered 
an oath . 17 

A Magistrate should not put persons on oath unless he is satisfied 
of his authority to do so. Where he examines persons, against whom 
a complaint is laid, before issue of process, the procedure is irregular 
and illegal . 18 

Section 10 of the Bombay Gambling Act, 1887, empowers the 
Magistrate to examine as witnesses, any of the persons arrested and 
brought before him in accordance with S. 6 (b) thereof. This procedure 
is a special procedure which overrides tho general law enacted in 
this section . 19 A contrary view was, however, expressed in tho 

14 . (’01) 3 Boia'L'R 481 (488), Eing-Empcror y. Annya. (Per Candy, J., Fulton, J., 
contra.) 

(■31) AIR 1931 Cal 341 (343, 344) : 58 Cal 1214 : 32 Cr. L. J. 667, Muhammad 
Tusu f v. Emperor. 

(’78) 1878 Pan Re No. 23 Cr, p. 60 (61, 62), Muhammad Ali v. Grown. 

[Sec also (’75) 24 Sutk W R Cr 8 (9), Queen v. Bam Button Moohcrjcc.) 

15. (’01) 3 BomLR437 (43S), King-Emperor v. Annya. (PerCandy, J., Fulton, J., 
contra.) 

[Sec (’92) 2 Weir 520(520,521), In rc Marudainmthu. (Such evidence stands on a 
different footing from that of an approver or unconvicted accomplice — The Judge 
is justified in saying that the jury may look to the evidence of such person for 
confirmation of the story told by an approver.)) 

15a. (1900) 10 Mad L Jour 147 (158, 159, 160) (FB), N. A. Subramaniya Aiyar 
v. Queen-Empress. 

16. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 21 (21, 22): 5 I.C. 21 (All), Muhammad Nur v. Emperor. 
(1900) 25 Bom 422 (424, 428):2 Bom L R 1095, Qucen-Empressw. Hossein Haji Abba. 
(’16) AIR-1916 Bom 229 (231, 234, 235) : 17 Cr.L.J. 256, Govind Balvant v. Emperor. 
(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 142 (145, 146) : 5 C. L. J-. 224, Deputy Legal Bemembrancer v. 

Banu Singh. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 184 (184) : 15 Cri L Jour 693, Shcrati Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 300 (301) : 46 Cal 700 : 21 Cr.L.J. 5, Sital Singh v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 319 (320, 321) : 56 Cal 1023 : 31 Cr. L. J. 315, G. V. Raman 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 148 (149) : 34 Cri L Jour 675, Sudam Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 235 (235) : 24 Cri L Jour 696, Chhaprolia v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 426 (427, 428) : 27 Cri L Jour 807, Mahadeo v. Emperor. 
(’06) 4 Cr. L. J. 145 (149) : 33 Cal 1353 : 10 C W N 962, Banu Singh v. Emperor. 
See also S. 540 Note 8. 

17 . (’89) 12 Mad 451 (453) : 1 Weir 113, Queen-Empress v. Siibbayya. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 309 (309) : 7 Lah 148 : 27 Cr. L. J. 463, Dulla v. Emperor. 
(Co-accused cannot be examined as witness, although he has not appealed.) 

18. (’96) 1896 Rat 844 (846), Queen-Empress v. Sliidlingappa. 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 165 (166, 167) : 8 Bom L R 587, In re Trimbah Balaji. 

19 . (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 45 (46, 47) : 8 Sind L R 309 : 16 Cr.L.J. 447, Liladhar 
Timer si v. Emperor. 
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Section 342 undermentioned case . 20 

Notes 31-34 In the undermentioned case 21 it was held that a proceeding for 

the forfeiture of recognizances is in the nature of a civil proceeding, 
and that the person proceeded against can give evidence on oath on 
his own behalf. 

See also section 539A Note 5. 

32. Examination of accused in cross-case as a witness. — 

Where there is a case and a counter or cross-case, both pending, it was 
held in the undermentioned cases 1 that the examination of the accused 
in the one case, as witness in the other, constituted a grave irregularity, 
as it was impossible to assume in such a case that the evidence, so 
given, could be impartial. This view, it is submitted, cannot be accepted 
as correct, if it means that such examination is not authorised by the 
law. The said view has not been followed in later cases . 2 In any case, 
if the accused is not prejudiced by the course adopted, it will not 
vitiate the trial . 3 See also the undermentioned cases . 4 

32a. Applicability of section to proceedings under section 
14 of the Legal Practitioners Act. — The High Court of Madras 
has held that a pleader, against whom proceedings are taken under 
S. 14 of the Legal Practitioners Act, is an accused person and ho 
cannot be solemnly affirmed . 1 The High Court of Calcutta has, in the 
undermentioned case , 2 taken a contrary view. 

32b. Applicability to proceedings under section 145. — 

None of the parties litigating under S. 145 can be called an accused 
person, and therefore they can be examined as witnesses in the case . 1 

33. Examination of accused — How recorded. — See Section 3G4. 

34. Destruction of record — Proof of examination. — 

Where the records have been destroyed and, in his explanation the 

20. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 123 (123, 124) : 17 Cr.L,.T. 2, Babilal Balwant x. Emperor. 

21. (’71) 15 Sutk W R Gr 87 (83), In re Jehan Buksh. (Per Ainslic, J.) 

Note 32 

1. (1886) 14 Cal 35S (359, 360), Bacliu Mullah v. Sia Bam Singh. 

(18S0) 6 Cal 96 (97, 98, 101) : 6 Cal L R 521, Hossain Buksh v. Empress. 

(1883) 13 Cal L R 275 (278, 279), Chakowri Ball v. Moti Eurmi. 

2. (’04) 1 Cr. L. .T. 199 (202, 203, 204): 8 C W N 344, Sahadcv Ahir v. Emperor. 
(’92) 20 Cal 537 (548, 549), Queen-Empress v. Chandra Bhuiya. 

(’28) AIR 192S Cal 557 (559) : 50 Cal 400 : 30 CriL.Tour 818, Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal A ffairs, Bengal v. Murray. (Case under Factories Act.) 

3. (’87) 14 Cal 358 (360), Bachu Mullah v. Sia Bam Singh. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 199 (203, 204) : 8 C W N 344, Sahadcv Ahir v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 557 (559) : 56 Cal 400: 30 Cri L Jour 81S, Superintendent and 
Remembrancer of Legal Affairs , Bengal v. Murray. 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1260 (1261, 1262) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1615, Makhan v. Monindra. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 20 (20) : 17 Cri L Jour 503, Bam Sarup v. Emperor. 

Note 32a 

1. (’83) 6 Mad 252 (253) : 1 Weir 116, Kotha Subba Clietti v. Queen. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Cal 515 (529, 535): 49 Cal 732: 24 Cr.L.J. 33 (SB), Emperor v. 
Bajani Kanta. (Proceedings under this section are quasi-criminal proceedings.) 

Note 32b 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudk 286 (286): 26. Cr.L.J. 70, Mohammad Ayabx.Sarfaraz. 
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Magistrate states that, the accused was examined under this section, his 
statement must he accepted. 1 

35. Non-compliance with the section — Effect of. — There 
is a conflict of opinions as to the effect of a non-complinnco with 
tho provisions of the section, one set of cases holding that such a 
non-compliance vitiates tho trial. 1 This view is based upon tho 

Note 34 

1. ('29) AIR 1029 Cal .JOG (JOG) : 5G Cal 1007 : 30 Cr. L. J. 52G, Sadagr.r Chaud- 
huri v. Emperor. 

Note 35 

1. (-38) AIR 1938 T.ali GIG (5 13) : 39 Cri L .Tour 7S1 : I L R (1938) Lnli G03, 

' Mahomed Kama: v. Emperor. 

(’3G) AIR 193G Oudh 1G (17, 13) : 3G Cri L Jour 1303 : 11 Luck 4G1, Emperor v. 
Karur.a Shankar. (Prejudice may bo presumed — Failure to examine held 
vitiated trial.) 

No exam/nat/on made after date of projecut/on erldenec 

(’37) 1937 MndWX 574 (575), Yarahalamma v. Emperor. (Provision is mandatory 

Accused not examined after prosecution evidence— Conviction must bo sot aside.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 221 (221) : 1G Cri L Jour 7G3, Been pa X-.ngaja v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 3-17 (3 JS) : 31 Cri L Jour 519, Iloojly Chxnsura Municipality 
v. Kcsltab Chandra. 

(’2G) AIR 192G Lab GG7 (GG8) : 27 CriL Jour 3000, Mr. Dancllo v. Mrs. Dcmcllo. 
(’07) 5 Cri Ij .Tour 332 (333) : 9 Bom L It 35G, Emperor v. Savali/a Atma. (Non- 
compliance of this mandatory provision raises a presumption of prejudice.) 

(’28) AIR 1923 Lah 382 (380) : 30 Cri L Jour IS, Bntrhard v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 211 (211): 32 Cri L Jour 757, Xataraja Mudaliar v. Bcvasi- 
gantar.i Mudaliar. (Provision is mandatory — Examination of prosecution witness 
after examination of accused — Latter must again be examined.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 370 (371) : 23 Cr. L. .T. 21, Emperor v. Jtustomji Manchcrji, 
(Non-examinalion in summons-care.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (37G, 377) : 45 Bom G72 : 22 Cri L Jour 17, Fernandes 
v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIP. 1922 Bom 290 (291): 40 Bom 1 11 : 23Cr.L. J.45,G!(fnbj'rtpv.E'»:2>eror. 
('ll) AIR 1914 Cal GG3 (GG3) : 41 Cal 713 (745, 74G) : 15 Cr.L.J. 190, Mohammad 
Hossain v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad G09 (G10) : 4G Mad 449 : 21 Cri L Jour 517 (I’D), Enrisui 
Eomther v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Bom 170 (172, 173) : 50 Bom 42 : 2G Cri L Jour GOO, Emperor v. 
2,'athu. (Accn=ed examined before the close of prosecution evidence but not nf ter.) 
,('2G) AIR 192G Bom 57 (53): 50 Bern 31 : 27 Cr.L.J. lGb.B.N.Gamadia v. Emperor. 

(Non-compliance constitutes illegality — Consent of accused docs not nflect.) 

’(’2S) AIR 1928 Born 110 (141) : 29 Cri L Jour 535, Emperor v. Bliau Dharma. 
(Examination of witnesses after examination of accused — Accused not further 
examined subsequently.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal G05 (GOG) : 25 Cri L .Tour 524, Kashi v. Damn. (Proper courso 
is to remit the case for re-trial.) 

(>23) AIR 1923 Cal 470 (482) : 50 Cal 518 : 24 Cri L Jour 248, Promotha Kath V. 
Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 975 (97G) : 51 Cal 924 : 2G Cri L Jour 15, Bcmcmbranccr of 
Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Sadsh Chandra. 

(’24) AIR 1921 Cal 153 (153) : 25 Cri L Jour 4G0, Sailcndra Chandra v. Emperor. 
. (Re-trial should bo ordered.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 574 (575) : 24 Cr. L. J. 943, Hamid Ali v. Sri Kisscn Gosain. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 382 (383) : 108 Ind Cas 381 (Lah), Baz Khan v. Emperor. 
(’34) 3G Cr. L. J. 407 (407): 153 Ind Cas 445 (Lah), Muhammad Bin v. Emperor. 
(Framing of charge— Recording of fresh prosecution evidence after framing 
charge — Accused must again ho called upon to malm his statement — Omission to 
do so is not curable by S. 537.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 348 (348) : 1918 Pun Ro No. 1 Cr: 19 Cri L Jour 280, Ghulla 
v. Emperor. (Omission to perform such a duty must be deemed to havo preju- 
diced seriously tho accused and necessitates a re-trial.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 45 (47): 23 Cr.L.J. 154, Haji MuhammadBaksh \. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 734 (736, 737): 25 Cr. L. J. 1020, Napah Chand v. Emperor. 
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(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 288 (288) : 27 Cri L Jour 87, Ghaza Ali v. King -Emperor. 
(Questioning accused is mandatory.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 51 (52): 26 Cr. L. J. 1370, Muhammad Sadiq v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 551 (552): 7 Lab 564 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1007, Lachman Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 683 (683) : 27 Cri L Jour 1023, Ismail v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lab 684 (684, 685) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1021, Fazal Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Note by Magistrate that accused does not wish to add to bis previous statement 
is not proper compliance with S. 342.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 720 (720): 29 Cri L Jour 125, AJchiar Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate trying case transferred — Successor beginning trial de novo but not 
again examining accused under S. 342 — Held, proceedings were vitiated.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lab 230 (231) : 29 Cri L Jour 905, Emperor v. Gian Singh. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 96 (96): 15 Lab 60: 35 Cr.L.J. 1394, Karam Din v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 415 (415) : 35 Cri L Jour 1447, Amir v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 631 (632) : 36 Cri L Jour 401, Anand Prahash v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 213 (215): 31 Nag L R 49: 35 Cr. L. J. 1457, Hari Krishnaji 
v. Emperor. (Magistrate not examining accused when written statement filed.) 
(’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 598 (598): 62 Ind Cas 870 (870) (Pat), Tilalc Gope v. Bhayaram. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 471 (475, 479): 21 Cr.L.J. 705: 5 Pat L J 430, Raghu Bimini j 
v. Emperor. (Written statement cannot take place of examination under S. 342.) 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 729 (729, 730): 21 Cr. L. J. 793, Suraj Pandcy v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 11 (12): 22 Cr.L.J. 427:6PatL J 174, Gidam Rasul v.Empcror. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 109 (114): 22 Cr.L.J. 417:6 PatL J 147, Fain Santal v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (6) : 23 Cri L Jour 114, Balhcsar Singh v. King-Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 212 (213), Ram Nandan Singh v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 29G (297): 23 Cr.L.J. 440, Paramcshwar Lai Milter v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 299 (299) : 22 Cri L Jour 259, Ramcshwar Singh v. Emperor. 
(Accused examined before evidence for prosecution closed.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 292 (293) : 24 Cr. L. J. 311, Baijnalh Sahay v. King-Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 723 (724) : 26 Cri L Jour 927, Ramcshwar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 192G Pat 29 (29) : 26 Cri L Jour 1289, Ram Charan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Pesb 75 (75) : 35 Cri L Jour 1361, Anar Gul v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Upp Bur 43 (44) : 4 Upp Bur Rul 18 : 18 Cr. L. J. 944, Emperor 
v. Nga Po My a. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 132 (133) : 4 Upp Bur Rul 127 : 25 Cri L Jour 319, King- 
Emperor v. Nga Scin. (Particulars of offence not explained.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 19 (19) : 4 Rang 361 : 27 Cri L Jour 1364, King-Emperor v. 
Nga Po Byu. (Accused not examined under S. 342 — Re-trial ordered even tbougb 
accused bad been acquitted.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 1 (3) : 20 S.L.R.34:26 Cr.L.J. 1554 (FB), Emperor v. Nabu. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 281 (2S2) : 19 S. L. R. 121 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1290, Emperor v. Pario. 
(’92) 1892 Rat 625 (625), Quccn-Emprcss v. Manchi. 

(’03) 2 Low Bur Rul 115 (116), Nga Thet U v. Emperor. 

(’05) 1 Cri L Jour 737 (737) : 2 Low Bur Rul 239, Evipcror v. Kyan Baiu. 

[See also (’90) 2 Weir 405 (407), In re Raja Padayachi. (Not a mere error of 
form — But where no prejudice, High Court will not interfere.)] 

Examination after prosecution witnesses were examined and before their cross-examination 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 196 (197, 198) : 50 Cal 223 : 24 Cri L Jour 198, Mozahur Ali 
v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 51 (52) : 25 Cri L Jour 713, Krishnappa v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Nag 162 (164) : 29 Cri L Jour 475, Mahommad Hayat Khan v. 
Emperor. (Failure to examine after second cross-examination of re-called wit- 
nesses — Held, that the illegality only affected such portion of the trial ns was 
subsequent to the stage at which it occurred.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 192 (193) : 34 Cr. L. J. 340, Emperor v. Amirhi. (Omission 
to examine accused after second cross-examination of re-called witnesses.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 447 (448, 450, 451): 31 Cr. L. J. 402, Emperor v. GcnuGopal. 
(’31) 32 Cri L Jour 623 (623) : 130 Ind Cas 845 (Cal), Moharrum Muhammad v. 
Emperor. (Statement nfter examination and before cross-examination of prose- 
cution witnesses.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 44 (47) : 20 Nag L R 174 : 26 Cri L Jour 971 (F B), Local 
Government v. Maria. 
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observations of tbeir Lordships of tbo Privy Council in Subramania 
Ayyar v. Kina-Emperor 2 to the following effect : 

' Their Lordships nrc unable to regard the disobedience to an express 
provision ns to n mode oftrinl ns nnicre irregularity. Such n phrase, ns irregularity, 
is not appropriate to the illegality of trying an accused person for many different 
offences at the same time and those offences being spread over a longer period than 
by law could have been joined together in one indictment.” 

In the undermentioned cases, s a contrary view has been expressed, 
namely, that a non-compliance with tbo section does not vitiate tbo 
trial unless the accused has been prejudiced by the procedure adopted. 


(’23) AIL 1923 Cal 1G4 (10f):49 Cal 1075:21 Cr.L..T.3, Gulmri Laly. Emperor. 
(Accused examined after the examination-in. chief of some of the prosecution wit- 
nesses, but not examined ngain after another witness for the prosecution had 
been examined nfter the cross-examination of the previous witnesses.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal GGS (GG8) : 50 Cal 308 : 23 Cri L .Tour 799, Jummon Christian 
v. Emperor. (Examination of accused nfter exnminntion-in-ehief of the prose- 
cution witnesses is not sufficient — He must be examined after their cross, 
examination and re-examination.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 182 (182, 183):25 Cri L Jour 289, Haro Noth Mato v. Ala Bux. 
(Examination before cross-examination of prosecution witnesses.) 

(’34) AIR 193-1 Lull G18 (Gf 8) : 3G Cr. L. J. -10?, Kundan Laly. Emperor. (Failure 
to examine after second cross-examination.) 

(’3-1) AIR 193 1 Oudli -157 (-15S, -159):35 Cr.L.J. 1-117:10 Luck 235, Onhar v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 153 (159, ICO) : 22 Cr.L.,T.C97:G Pat L J Gil, Mitarjit Singh 
v. King-Emperor. (“Examined" includes cross-examination and rc-cxnmination.) 
(’23) AIR 1925 Rang 3G3 (3G1):27 Cri L -Tour 33G, Ah Khaungv. King-Emperor. 
(No examination after further cross-examination of prosecution witnesses.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 175 (173, 17G) : 21 Sind L It 331 : 23 Cr.L.-T. -117, Motanhhan 
v. Emperor. 

Asking general questions 

(’38) AIR 1938 Sind 97 f98, 99): 39 Cr.L.-T. G18 : 32 S. L. R. 709, Laban Lain v. 
Emperor. (Confession forming integral part of prosecution case — Failure to exa- 
mine accused about it is not covered by S. 537 — Retrial-should be ordered.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 3-12 (3-1-1) : 2G Cri I, .Tour 710, Durga Ram v. Emperor. (AIR 
1922 Pat 388 dissented from — Court must ask specific questions— General ques- 
tioning is not enough.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Mad C79 (GS0, GS1) : 23 Cri L Jour 097, In re Nainamalai Konan. 
(Accused not asked to account for facts appearing in evidence against lain — Re- 
trial ordered.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 1-13 (145, 1-1 G) : 20 Cri L Jour 12, -Iff. Trail v. Emperor. 
(Accused ignorant — ITis attention should he directed to vital parts of evidence 
against him — Mere general question is not enough.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 301 (305): 25 Cr.L.J. 417, U dhao Patel v. Emperor. (General 
questioning illegal.) 

Tafcfng /ofnt itatcment from leveraf acct/ied 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 304 (304) : 39 Cri L Jour 59 : 32 Sind L R 20, Emperor V. 
Shivalotnal. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 132(135): 55 Bom 35G : 32 Cr.L.J. 572, Balhrishnav. Emperor. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 4C9 (4G9) : 109 Ind Cas 117 (Lah), Girdhari Lai v. Emperor. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Lah 155 (155) : 27Cr.L.J.408 : 0 Lah 554, Ml. Ghasili v. Emperor. 

Examination after the defence began 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 480(480): 51 Cal 933 : 2G Cr.L.J. 2G1, Surcndra v.Isamaddi. 

Miscellaneous 

(’38) 40 P L R 902 (903), Jhandu v. Emperor. (Accused examined beforo clinrge 
— Witnesses cross-examined nftor charge and a medical witness examined — 
Failure to exumino accused again vitiates trial.) 

2. (’02) 25 Mad Cl (97) : 28 I A 257 : 8 Sar 1G0 (PC). 

3. Failure to examine at aff 

(’40) AIR 1940 Bom 314 (314), Emperor v. Eondiba Balaji. (When statement of 
accused is not taken at all, prima facie ho is prejudiced.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 130 (131) : 37 Cr.L.J. 408 : 12 Luck 24, Emperor v.Brijlal. 
(Failure to examine raises presumption of prejudice hut it can be rebutted.) 
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(*2G) 27 Cri L Jour 719 (720) : 94 Ind Cas 911 (912) (All), Bammu v. Emperor. 
(Examination after some only of the prosecution witnesses were examined — No 
further examination after all the witnesses were examined.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 703 (763, 704) : 20 Cri L Jour 132, Ganga Sahai v. Emperor. 
(Held, accused was not prejudiced by irregularity.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 217 (219) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1290 : 57 All 000 , Sia Bam v. Emperor. 
(Summary trial — Mere fact that statement of accused has not been recorded is 
not fatal.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 111(112) : 24 Cri L Jour 001, Nagcshar Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Court reading out accused’s statement in cross-case and getting it admitted by 
him — Held, that S. 342 was not properly complied with and procedure followed 
amounted to grave irregularity — However accused was not prejudiced.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 491 (491) : 20 Cri L Jour 055, Emperor v.Sheopal. (Accused 
held prejudiced.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Oudh 424 (424, 425) : 27 Cr. L. J. 852, Girdhari Lai v. Emperor. 
(Omission to examino an accused under S. 342, in a warrant-case tried summarily 
when not prejudicing the accused is covered by the provisions of S. 537 of the Code.) 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 3S8 (389) : 1 Pat 31 : 23 Cr. L. J. 703, Mir Tilawan v. Emperor. 
(Accused not examined but filing written statement — High Court refusing to 
interfere as accused were not prejudiced.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 414 (417, 418, 419) : 4 Pat 488 : 20 Cri L Jour 811, Saiyid 
Moliiuddin v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 04 (04) : 29 Cri L Jour 771, Shcodutt Boy v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Rang 190 (191, 192) : 10 Rang 511 : 31 Cr.LJ. 121 (FB), Emperor 
v. Nga Po Min. 

(’34) AIR 1934 All 389 (390) : 35 Cri L Jour 784, Hihnat Alix. Emperor. (Where 
there is prejudice it will vitiate trial.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 231 (232) : 50 Bom 174 : 27 Cri L Jour 1335, Emperor v. 
Harjivan Valji. (Accused putting in written statement on questioning by Magis- 
trate — Omission to orally examine is not illegality.) 

[Sec (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 005 (GOG) : 30 Cri L Jour 1340 : 02 Cal 475, Emperor v. 
Ajahar Mandal. (Sessions trial — Omission to examine the accused in the commit- 
ting Magistrate’s Court docs not vitiate trial.)] 

[See also (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 2G9 (270) : 23 Cri L Jour 41, Gangadhar v. Bccd. 
(’85) 2 Weir 405 (405), In the matter of Gandi Tataiya. (Assumed.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal G9G (700) : 40 Cal 411 : 20 Cr.L.J.24, Ah Foongx. Emperor.] 

Examination before the dote of prosecution evidence 

(’38) 39 Cr. L. J. 841 (842) : 177 I C 50 (Oudh), Kandhi v. Municipal Board, Bae 
Bareli. (Failure to re-examine accused after a court witness is examined — Held, 
accused not prejudiced.) 

(’3G) AIR 1930 All 319 (320) : 37 Cri L Jour 710, Hafiz Mahomed v. Emperor. 
(Accused examined before framing of charge but not after second cross-examina- 
tion — Irregularity is cured if no injustice is caused.) 

(’3G) AIR 1930 Oudh 311 (312) : 37 Cri L Jour 01G : 12 Luck 203, Bachchu Lai 
v. Emperor. (Failure to re-examine accused after thecloseof prosecution evidence 
when ho has been examined at length before, will not vitiate the trial unless it is 
shown to have caused prejudice.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Posh 211 (213) : 3S Cri L Jour 399, Hassan v. Emperor. (Failure 
to examine after the second cross-examination will not vitiate trial unless prejudice 
is caused.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 81 (82, 83) : 45 All 124 : 24 Cri L Jour 07, Bcchu Gliauhc v. 
Emperor. (Examination of prosecution witness after recording statement.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 358 (358, 359) : 27 Cri L Jour 405, Ehacho Mai v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 475 (470) : 49 All 551 : 28 Cr. L. J. 399, Sudaman v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 222 (227, 228) : 30 Cri L Jour 530, Emperor v. Jhahbar Mai. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 84 (88, 89) : 4 Lnh 01 : 25 Cri L Jour SOI, B. A. Byrne v. 

Emperor. (Fresh examination of accused after examination of prosecution wit- 
nesses recalled by accused is not necessary.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 422 (422, 423) : 28 Oudh Cas 130 : 2GCr.L. J. 1301, Emperor 
v. Brij Bchari. (Non-examination after second cross-examination.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 003 (004): 20 Cr.L.J. 1374, Ehuman Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’30) 31 Cri L Jour 171 (172) : 120 I. C. 753 (Pat), Gurdial Singh v. Bholanath 
Hahvai. 

.(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 258 (200, 201) : 3 Rang 139 : 20 Cr. L. J. 1330, Nga Hla U 
v. Emperor. 
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In Abdul Rahman v. King -Emperor , 4 which was a case arising under 
S. 360 of the Code, their Lordships of the Privy Council distinguished 
Siibramania Ayyar’s case on the ground that in that case the procedure 
adopted was one which the Code positively prohibited , and held 
that an omission or irregularity in the case of other provisions of the 
Code, unaccompanied by any probable suggestion of any failure of 
justice having been thereby occasioned, is not enough to warrant the 
quashing of a conviction. It is submitted that unless the provisions of 
this section are construed as conveying a positive prohibition, the cases 
holding that a non-compliance ipso facto vitiates conviction require 
re-consideration. 

Where the non-compliance with the section is held to vitiate the 
trial whether by reason of prejudice to the accused, or independently 
of any prejudice, ordinarily the proper course is to order a re-trial 
from the stage at which the provisions of this section were not complied 

(’29) AIR 1929 Rang 331(332,333):7 Rang 470:30 Cr.L.J. 1164, Sttbbayya v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 5 (5,6) : 23 Sind L R 1 : 29 Cri L Jour 932, Allah Dilo v. 
Emperor. (Additional evidence not disclosing fresh facts.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 165 (166) : 34 Cri L Jour 161, Emperor v. Rihan Dodo. (No 
fresh examination after additional prosecution evidence — Held, there was great 
probability of accused having been prejudiced.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 67 (67, 68) : 28 S.L.R. 106 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1175, Hidayatullah 
v. Emperor. (No fresh examination after additional prosecution evidence.) 
Exam/nof/on after the defence was over 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 330 (331) : 28 Cr. L. J. 347, Tamczlchan v. Bajjabali. (Obiter.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 393 (394) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1017, Balagobind Thakur v. Emperor. 
(Technical failure to comply is not fatal in the absence of prejudice— A I R 1925 
Pat 414, Followed.) 

Failure to quest/on specifically 

(’40) AIR 1940 Mad 372 (374) : ILR (1940) Mad 514, In rc Anna Malai Mudali. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Rang 83 (86, 87) : 38 Cr. L. J. 524: 14 Rang 666 (FB), Emperor v. 
U Damapala. (See observations of Roberts, C. J.) 

(’36) 1936 OWN 364 (365, 366), Shafaat v. Emperor. (Accused charged with 
oSence under S. 147, 1. P. C., with other charges — No question in respect of riot 
having been committed or in respect of its common object put to the accused — 
E eld accused was prejudiced by omission and the trial vitiated.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285) : 40 Cri L Jour 197 : ILR (1939) Nag 686, Nana 
Sadoba v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 114 (118) : 7 Bang 821 : 31 Cr, L. J. 387, Mating Ba Chit v. 
Emperor. (In complicated cases merely asking general questions is not sufficient.) 
. Questions In the nature of cross-examination 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 351 (353, 354) : 8 Rang 372 : 32 Cri L Jour 23, U Ba Tliein 
v. Emperor. (Conviction should not be set aside unless failure of justice has 
been occasioned.) 

Miscellaneous 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 217 (219) : 36 Cri L Jour 1290 (1291) : 57 All 666, Sia Bam v. 
Emperor. (Particulars of examination, if any had taken place, not recorded — 
Held, accused was not prejudiced.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudli 16 (17, IS) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1303 (1304) : 11 Luck 461, Emperor 
v. Karunashanlcar. (Prejudice may be presumed in circumstances of a case.) 
(’95) 1895 Rat 735 (735), Queen-Empress v. Posha Hari. (Held, that as the ac- 
cused had a vigilant pleader, they had probably suffered no prejudice by the 
Sessions Judge having ignored the provisions of this section.) 

[See (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 295 (298) : 41 Cri L Jour 267, Ferose Kazi v. Emperor. 
(Accused examined after close of arguments — Such procedure even if amounts 
to irregularity is such that it seriously prejudices the accused and the trial is 
vitiated — Obiter.)] 

4. (’27) AIR 1927 P C 44 (48, 49): 5 Rang 53 : 54 I. A. 96: 28 Cr.L.J. 259 (PC). 


Section 3$2 
Note 33 
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Section 352 with . 5 In other words, the matter should be set right by again 

Note 3S questioning the accused as required by this section and then by calling 

on him to enter on his defence . 6 The Court remanding the case should 
not keep the case on its own file and simply call for a re-submission, 
after taking the necessary examination ; it should remand the whole 
case to be tried on the merits, as if it were before the Court for the 
first time . 7 But where the case is a petty one , 8 or the offence is merely 
technical , 9 it has been held that it is not in the interest of justice 
that the case should he tried de novo and that the accused should be 
acquitted. 

Where questions are put in contravention of the section, such 
as questions in the nature of cross-examination , 10 or where further 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Bom 314 (315), Emperor v. Kondiba Balaji. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 283 (285) : 40 Cri L Jour 197 : I L R (1939) Nag 686, Nana 
Sadoba v. Emperor. (Non-compliance — Trial vitiated by prejudice to accused — 
Retrial ordered from point at which defect occurred.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 221 (224) : 38 Cr.L.J. 995 : 31 S L R 470, Ehairo v. Emperor. 
(Failure of Magistrate to ask explanation from accused on a vital point necessi- 
tates a retrial — Question of illegality or irregularity of such non-compliance was 
not adverted to.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 1002 (1003) : 35 Cr. L. J. 104, Tej Ram v. Emperor. (Except 
where the case is a petty one.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 230 (231) : 29 Cr.L.J. 905, Emperor v. Gian Singh. (Appellate 
Court may not interfere in revision but must do so in appeal.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 382 (386) : 30 Cri L Jour 18, M. L. Pritchard v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 153 (153) : 31 Cri L Jour 727, Taj Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 348 (349) : 27 Cr. L. J. 475, Pai Mahomed v. Emperor. (Non- 
compliance will not ipso facto result in acquittal.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Nag 162 (164) : 29 Cri L Jour 475, Mohammad Hayat Khan v. 
Emperor. (Breach of the same vitiates such portion of the trial as is subsequent 
to the stage where it occurred.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 374 (375) : 22 Cri L Jour 460, Ramnath Rai v. Emperor. (But 
retrial not ordered under the special circumstances of the case.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 376 (376) : 24 Cr. L. J. 475, Baldeo Dubey v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Pat 29 (29) : 26 Cri L Jour 1289, Ram Charan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 127 (129) : 19 SLR 104 : 25 Cr.L.J. 662, Jhangli v. Emperor. 
(Unless the appellate Court, on going into merits of the case, holds that there is 
no case against the appellant — Retrial not ordered under special circumstances 
of the case.) 

[See also (’21) 22 Cr. L. J. 598 (599) : 62 Ind Cas 870 (871) (Pat), Tilah Gopc v. 
Bhaya Ram.)] 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 483 (433) : 26 Cri L Jour 1425, Wasudeo v. Emperor. 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 172 (172) : 26 Cr.L.J. 313, Md. Abdus Samad v. Emperor. 

8. (’37) 1937 M W N 574 (575), Varahalamma v. Emperor. (Case under Ss. 323 
and 114, Penal Code.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 16 (18) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1303 : 11 Luck 461, Emperor x.Karuna 
Shankar. • (Accused charged under S. 4, Gambling Act, not examined in accord- 
ance with S. 342 — Trial held vitiated but retrial held not necessary.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 415 (415, 416) : 35 Cri L. J. 1447, Amir v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 1002 (1003) : 35 Cri L Jour 104, Tej Ram v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 192 (193) : 34 Cri L Jour 340, Emperor v. Amirbi. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 212 (213), Ram Nandan v. Emperor. 

9. (’34) AIR 1934 Lah 648 (648) : 36 Cri L Jour 468, Kundan Lai v. Emperor. 

10. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 225(226) : 4 Lah 55 : 24 Cr.L.J. 693, Devi Dial v .Emperor. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 62 (64) : 4 Low Bur Rul 244, Gaung Gyi v. Emperor. (Questions 

about confession inadmissible — Therefore, answers to such questions are in- 
admissible.) 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 325 (339, 340) : 3 I. C. 625 (Cal), Khudiram Bose v. Emperor. 
(Some questions proper and others in the nature of cross-examination — Answers 
to former may be considered.) 
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evidence is taken after the examination of the accused, and the latter Section 3?2 

is not examined again under this section , 11 the answers given in the one Note 33 

case and the further evidence taken in the other should bo rejected 

and not taken into account. It will not be proper for the Judge to take 

into consideration circumstances appearing in the prosecution evidence 

against the accused, if he had not drawn his attention to them in his 

examination and called for an explanation . 32 In cases where the evidence 

against the accused is entirely circumstantial, unless the Magistrate 

has elicited from the' accused any explanation he has to give in respect 

of the facts appearing in evidence against him, the trial will be vitiated 

and conviction based on such evidence cannot be sustained . 13 

An objection, on the ground of the failure to comply with the 
provisions of this section, raises a point of law and can be taken at the 
hearing of an application for revision, although it was not urged in 
the Courts below and is not set forth in the application . 31 But in 
revision proceedings, the High Court is not bound to interfere, even 
if the non-compliance with s. 342 is held to be illegal . 35 

Where a Magistrate examines an accused person before any evidence 
has been recorded, it has been held that such statements cannot be 
rejected as inadmissible on account of the irregularity in procedure 
and that they may be evidence, as being admissions under S. 21 of the 
Evidence Act . 30 


343.* Except as provided in sections 337 Section 353 
No influences to and 338 , no influence, by means of any 
di e sciosure°s! nducc promise or threat or otherwise, shall 
he nsed to an accused person to induce him to disclose 
or withhold any matter within his knowledge. 

* 1882 :S. 343; 1872 : S. 344; 1861 : S. 203. 

(■JIG) Am 1916 Mad 407 (40S) : 39 Mad 770 : 16 Cr. L. ,T. 623, In rc Abibullah 
Rowlhan. (Questions put when no evidence implicating the accused had been 
taken— Answers held not admissible in evidence.) 

11. (’27) Am 1927 Lah 91G (916) : 29 Cr. L. J. 11, Alangta v. Emperor. 

12. (’33) 34 Cr.L.J. 411(412): 142 I.C. 785 (Nag), Emperor v. Baliram Erishnaji. 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 Mad 629 (630) : 37 Cr. L. J. 1074 : 59 Mad 63l7t, In rc 

Narasimham. (Evidence against accused entirely circumstantial — Judge not 
affording opportunity to him to explain facts appearing against him — Convic- 
tion based on such evidence cannot be sustained.)] 

13. (’36) AIR 1936 Mnd 628(G29):37 Cr.L.J.1107:59 Mnd G29n,Chvinu v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Mnd 629 (630) : 37 Cr. L. J 1074 : 59 Mad 631:1, In rc Narasim- 

hain. (The non-performance of this imperative duty will compel the appellate 
Court to order a fresh trial.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Mad 715(717) : 38 Cr.L.J. 45 : 59 Mad 622, Sangama v. Emperor. 

14. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 415 (418) : 22 Cr. L. J. 442, Moinvddin v. Emperor. 

15. (’38) Am 1938 Lah 832 (832) : 40 Cr. L. J. 186, Gurdas Singh v. Emperor. 

(High Court will order retrial only when prejudice is caused to the accused due 
to non-compliance with the section.) 

(’28) Am 1928 Lah 230 (231) : 29 Cr. L. J. 905, Emperor v. Gian Singh. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 553 (554) : 27 Cr. L. J. 727, Hazara Singh v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 113 (113, 114) : 33 Cr. L. J. 811, Pilam v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 374 (375) : 22 Cr. L. J. 460, Eamnath Bai v. Emperor. 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 422 (422, 423) : 4 Low Bur Rul 143, Emperor v. Ba Pc. 

16. (’93) 1893 Rat 679 (680), Queen-Empress v. Naraycn. 
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Section 353 4. Scope of the section. — Section 163 is an analogous provision 

Notes 4-3 applicable where an investigation is proceeding under chapter xiv. 

This section applies to accused persons and during the stage oiinquiries 
and trials . 1 The words “accused person” have the same meaning as 
the word “accused” in S. 342 2 and unless influence is used to a person 
who is an “accused” within the meaning of that .section, this section 
does not apply . 3 Thus, it does not apply where an inducement is 
offered to a i oitness and not to an accused person then under bail . 4 
See Note 31 to section 342 as to the meaning of “accused person.” 

2. “Except as provided in sections 337 and 338.” — 
Sections 337 and 33S provide for the grant of pardon to accused 
persons. Except under those sections, no inducement can be offered to 
an accused person to make any disclosures. Thus, a conditional pardon 
cannot be tendered by any authority save as provided by Ss. 337 andSSS . 1 

Where the pardon tendered turns out to be illegal under S. 337, 
it would bo unlawful to examine the accused as a witness and his 
statement would be irrelevant and inadmissible in evidence . 2 

3. No influence, etc. — An accused person is neither bound nor 
is under an obligation to make any admission injurious to his own 
interests. No judicial officer should attempt to compel him to make 
any such admission . 1 Where, however, the accused wishes to make a 
statement of his own accord, it is not necessary that the Magistrate 


Section 343 — Note 1 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 17 (21) : 38 Cr.L. J. 237 & 251 :I L R (1937) Nag 315 (FB), 
Amdumiyan Guljar v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR. 1937 Nag 17 (21) : 38 Gr. L. J. 237 & 251 : 1 L R (1937) Nag 315 (FB), 
Amdumiyan Guljar v. Emperor. (The expression “accused person” in this sec- 
tion means one who is in the array of the accused persons under inquiry or trial.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G Nag 426 (427) : 27 Cr. L. J. 807, Mahadcov. Emperor. 

[See also (’01) 25 Bom 422 (425) : 2 Bom L R 1095, Queen-Empress v. Hussein 
Haji.] 

3. (’72-92) 1S72-1892 Low Bur Rul 246 (248, 252 ), In thcmailcr of Nga Pa Aung. 

4. (’16) AIR 1916 Bom 229 (232,233) : 17 Cr.L. J. 256, Govind Bahvantv. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 255 (257) : 16 Nag L R 9 : 21Cr.L.J. 769, Govinda Sambhaji 

v. Emperor. (Person though could be tried with accused under S. 239 not so 
tried — Such person is competent witness — Overruled by A I R 1937 Nag 17 
(FB) on another point.) 

Note 2 


1. (’06) 4 Or. L. J. 44 (45) : 10 C W N 847 Paban Singh v. Emperor. (The 
evidence of accused taken under conditional pardon is wholly inadmissible.) 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 Lah 353 (355) : 16 Lak 594 : 37 Cr.L.J. 515, Fagir Singh 

v. Emperor. (Assuming that S. 343 is a bar to a pardon being tendered to an ac- 
cused person during the course of trial otherwise than in accordance with S. 337 
or S. 338, it would only make the evidence of such approver inadmissible.)] 

2. (’02) 1902 Pun L R No. 52 Cr, p. 191 (192, 193), Durqa v. Emperor. 

(’02) 1902 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 33 (36) : 1902 Pun L R No. 100, Nabi Bahsh v. 


Emperor. 


Note 3 


1. (’97) 19 All 291 (292, 293) : 1897 A W N 52, In the matter of Gudar Singh. 
(1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 24 (24), Queen v. Bamdhun Sing. (Honorary Magistrate 
holding out promises to prisoners as inducement to them to confess.) 

[See (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 73 (74, 75) : 1 Pat 242 : 23 Cr.L. J. 638, Bazari Ha jam 
v. Emperor . ] 

[See also (’16) AIR 1916 Upp Bur 1 (1) : 17 Cr. L. J. 402 : 2 U B R 113, Nga 
Kyaio Zan Hla v. Emperor. (Accused person should not be encouraged to 
confess by the knowledge that if he does so he will receive lenient punishment.)] 
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should give him any caution before taking his statement. 2 The 
eliciting of an admission by putting words into the mouth of the 
accused is unfair. 3 

An accused person is not bound to produce his co-accused who 
are absconding and the Court cannot exercise any pressure upon him 
for the purpose of producing them. 4 

An assurance of amnesty given to a witness is not within the 
mischief of the section, and does not affect the competency of the 
witness, though it may affect his credibility. 5 

4. Evidentiary value of statements. — See also Note 6 to s.163. 
This section does not declare what the consequences would be if an 
accused person did make a statement under inducement. 1 It seems to 
be, however, clear that the statements so made would be inadmissible 
in evidence. 


344.* (1 ) If, from the absence of a witness, 
Power to postpone or or any other reasonable cause, it 
adjoum proceedings. becomes necessary or advisable to 
postpone the commencement of, or adjourn any inquiry 
or trial, the Court may, if it thinks fit, by order in 
writing, stating the reasons therefor, from time to 
time, postpone or adjourn the same on such terms as 
it thinks fit, for such time as it considers reasonable, 
and may by a warrant remand the accused if in 
custody : 

Provided that no Magistrate shall remand an 
Remand, accused person to custody under this section 
for a term exceeding fifteen days at a time. 

(2) Every order made under this section by a 
Court other than a High Court shall he in writing 
signed by the presiding Judge or Magistrate. 

Explanation. — If sufficient evidence has been 
Reasonable cause obtained to raise a suspicion that the 
for remand. • accused may have committed an 

offence, and it appears likely that further evidence 
may be obtained by a remand, this is a reasonable 
cause for a remand. 

* 1882 : S. 344; 1872 : Ss. 194, 208, 219, 264; 

1861 ; Ss. 224, 269, 253, 377. 

2. (’69) 5 Mad H C R App xi (xi). 

3. (’92) 5 C P L R Cr 11 (11, 12), Empress v. ML Bhura. 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 953 (954) : 32 Cr. L. J. 344, Falcir Muhammad v. Emperor. 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 313 (316) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1467, Anant Wasudeo v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Bom 229 (233) : 17 Gr. L. J. 256, Govind Balvant v. Emperor. 


Section 343, 
Notes 3-4 


Section 344 
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Section 345 
Notes 1-2 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

3. Postponement and adjournment. 

4. Postponement of case sine 
die. 

5. Inquiry or trial. 

5a. Adjournment by public procla- 
mation. 

6. “ May, if it thinks fit.” 

7. Reasonable cause for adjourn- 

ment. 

8. “Stating the reasons therefor.” 

9. Adjournment to and trial on 

holiday. 

10. Advancement of hearing. 

11. Stay of criminal proceedings. 

12. Adjournment of one of two 

cross-cases. 

13. Power of High Court to set aside 

order of adjournment. 


14. Power of Sessions Judge or Dis- 

trict Magistrate to stay criminal 
proceedings pending before 
subordinate Magistrate. See 
Note 11. 

15. “ On such terms as it thinks fit” 

— Costs. 

15a. Adjournment for cross-exami- 
nation of prosecution witnesses 
in trials of warrant-cases — 
Power to impose terms on 
accused. 

16. Remand. 

17. Distinction between deten- 

tion under S. 167 and under 
S. 344. 

18. Grounds of remand. 

19. Remand in absence of 

accused. 

20. Period of detention. 

21. “By a warrant.” 

22. Magistrate's liability for unrea- 

sonable detention. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Adjournment of appeals — Costs. See 
Note 15. 

Costs against absent accused. See 
Note 15. 

Detention — Period of. See Note 16, 

Detention — Whether intended to be 
penal. See Note 18. 

Grounds held insufficient for adjourn- 
ment. See Note 7. 


Protraction of trial — Impropriety of. 
See Note 2. 

Remand for getting a confession — Re- 
mand when objectionable. See Note 18. 
Remand in bailable cases. See S.496. 
Remand to police custody. See Note 16. 
Revision. See Note 13. 

Second remnnd. See Note 18. 

Who can be ordered to pay costs. See 
Note 15. 


1. Legislative changes. — There -was no separate chapter in the 
Codes of 18G1 and 1872 dealing with the general provisions applicable to 
all kinds of trials. Hence a provision of adjournment was made under 
each chapter relating to different proceedings such as preliminary 
inquiry by Magistrates, trial of warrant-cases, of summons-cases and 
sessions trials. When the 18S2 Code was passed, re-casting in many 
respects the two former Codes, some of the general provisions applicable 
to all kinds of trials were clubbed together in chapter XXIV and the 
Court's power to adjourn and remand was provided for in S. 344. The 
section as re-enacted provided also for the postponement of the 
comvimcement of an inquiry or trial for which there was no provision 
in the Codes of 1861 and 1872. In the present Code the words “if it 
thinks fit” in sub-section (l) were inserted between the words “the 
Court may” and “by order in writing,” etc. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section 
provides for the postponement of the commencement or the adjourn- 
ment of any inquiry or trial, and also for remand of the accused where 
such postponement or adjournment is made. Thus, after a Magistrate 
has taken cognizance of an offence, his powers of postponement and 
adjournment are regulated by this section . 1 


Section 344 — Note 2 

1. {’24) AIR 1924 Cal 614 (616) : 26 Cri L Jour 68, Bholanath Das v. Emperor. 
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Tho policy of law is that criminal cases should be disposed of -with 
the least possible delay. 2 Tho object is to avoid hardship to the parties 
and witnesses. 3 If the accused is in custody, frequent adjournments will 
he a harassment to him and, from tho point of view of tho prosecution, 
time will efface recollection of facts. Tho longer the period allowed 
to elapse from the timo of the arrest to the timo the witnesses give 
ovidence, the greater is tho probability of confusion and of tho truth 
being obscured. 4 The section consequently provides that a postponement 
or adjournment can be given only in two cases — 

(1) where witnesses are absent, or 

(2) for any other reasonable cause. 1-1 

It is not expedient for a sessions trial to he adjourned. When 
once begun, such trial should bo continued dc die in diem — from day 
to day — until it is finished. 5 Tho section applies only to proceedings in 

2. ('29) AIR 1929 Nag 42 (43) : 29 Cri L Jour 1092, Paotrnal v. Sampat, (Inten- 
tion of Code is that criminal trial should be continued from day to day until 
termination.) 

<’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1017 (1019) : 27 Cr. L. J. 129, Thomas James Henry Arnttp 
v. Kcdar Katlt Ghosc. (Whether considered from the point of view of the com- 
plainant or of the accused dclav is inexcusable.) 

(’20) AIR 192G Cal 102 (104) : 26 Cr. L. .T. 1030, Bash Bchary v. Corporation of 
Calcutta. (Frequent adjournments, at the instance of the prosecution, condemned.) 
('17) AIR 1917 Sind 73 (70) : 18 Cri L Jour 54 (57) : 10 Sind I, R 148, Jcliangir 
Pcroeshah v. Gangaram Kauv:al.{ Do — Sind Courts Criminal Circulars Ch. 5 R.22.) 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 725 (727) : 25 Cri L Jour 492, Shcrmull v. Corporation of 
Calcutta. (Long adjournment for throe years condemned.) 

(*18) AIR 1918 Cal 533 (590) : 13 Cri L Jour 609 (611), Mahomed Ibrahim v. 

Emperor. (Protracted trial in tho Presidency Magistrate’s Court animadverted on.) 
(’71) IG Suth W R Cr 53 (5S), Mahomed Alum v. Shcihh Ahil. (Constant unneces- 
sarv adjournment is reprehensible.) 

f 17)' AIR 1917 Sind 46 (47) : 18 Cri L Jour 831 : 11 Sind L R 27, F. TV. Solcr 
v. Emperor. (Protracted trial by lengthy cross-cxnininntion.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 276 (278) : 81 Cri L Jour 263, Birdlii Chandv.Darbari Jaya. 

steal. (Nuineious adjournments in petty ca=es.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 241 (243):9 I’at 113:31 Cr.L.J.7S9, Naravan v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’CB) 9 Suth W R Cr Cir 5 (6). 

(’99) 2 Bom L R 322 (323), Queen-Empress v. Mahadu Tuharam. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 77G (77G) : 31 Cri L Jour 014, Sirajuddin Ka:i v. Sergeant 
II. Jcnncr. (The case of an accident to a motor duo to the negligent and rcchlcss 
driving of another motor car ought to bo tried within a week.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 501 (502): 27 Oudh Cas327: 2G Cri L Jour 530, Bahadur v. 
Emperor. (A delay of over four and half months in bearing an nppeal would 
amount to denial of justice in a majority of cases.) 

[Sec (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 63 (64) : 5S Cal 1293 : 33 Cr. L. J. 303, U. E. Milra v. 
Corporation of Calcutta. (Proceedings allowed to drag on indefinitely — Atten- 
tion of Government was called.) 

(1900)2 Bom L It 1092 (1091), Queen-Empress v. Majesty. (The committing 
Magistrate and the Sessions Judge should inquire into any great delay in investi- 
. gation and consider ifs bearing on the story of the prosecution.)] 

3. (1865) 4 Suth W R Cr Cir No. 12, p. I. 

[See also (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 18 (44): 25 Cr.L.J. 1313, P.E. Billinghurst v. Emperor.] 

4. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1017 (1020): 27 Cr.L.J. 129, Thomas James Henry Arnup 
v. Kcdar Hath Ghosc. (Simple assault case which could have disposed of within 
a few days took a period of more than a year.) 

4a. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 235 (236): 38 Cr. L. J. 119 :30 S L R 357, Jcthanand v. 
Tahilram. 

5. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 801 (862): 35 All 63:17 I C797, Badri Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Evidence recorded by Assistant Sessions Judge and judgment given by Sessions 
Judge after the case remaining pending-for one year.) 
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inquiries and trials. It does not apply to appeals? or to proceedings 
in revision. 7 

As to other provisions relating to adjournment, see sections 229, 
SOS and 526. 

3. Postponement and adjournment. — The section empowers 
the Court not only to adjourn an enquiry or trial, but to postpone 
its commencement. Thus, a Magistrate receiving a complaint may 
postpone the issue of a process under S. 204, and is not bound to pass 
any order under S. 202, S. 203 or S. 204 immediately after examining 
the complainant. 1 

In the undermentioned case, 2 the Bombay High Court pointed 
out the desirability of having a fixed time each day for the purpose of 
appointing new dates for cases which cannot be reached on that day. 

4. Postponement of case sine die. — A postponement or 
adjournment of a ease sine die is not in accordance with this or any 
other provision of the Code. 1 The postponement or adjournment under 
this section can only be “from time to time” and for such time as 
the Court considers reasonable, i. e., for fixed and definite periods. 2 
See also Note 11. 

5. Inquiry or trial. — See Section 4 (1), clause (k). 

Sa. Adjournment by public proclamation. — An adjournment 
must, under this section, be by an order in xoriting. It is irregular 
and objectionable to adjourn a trial by public proclamation. 1 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 200 (201): 20 Cri L Jour 127, Ram Sarup v. Emperor. (Single 
day fixed for sessions trial — Trial not possible to be completed in one day — Ses- 
sions Judge should postpone trial to some such convenient date when it ' is 
possible to continue case de die in diem.) 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 Lab 289 (290): 1919 Pun Re No. 29 Cr: 21 Cri L Jour 201, Suraj 
Bhan v. Emperor. 

7. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 235 (236) : 38 Cri L Jour 119 : 30 S L R 357, Jcthanand- 
v. Tahilram. 

Note 3 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 619 (620, 621) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1179, Ram Saran Singh v. 
Nihhad Narain Singh. (Complainant examined and case postponed till disposal 
of counter case.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 2S1 (282): 31 Cr. L. J. 262, Ram Golam Singh v. Sarat Chan- 
dra. (Even apart from S. 344, the Magistrate, under inherent jurisdiction, has 
jurisdiction to postpone commencement of proceedings.) 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 130 (133) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1139, In re Jamnabai Meghji. 

Note 4 

1. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 35 (36): 13 C W N 104: 8 C L J 564, Abdur Rauf Mia v. Raha- 
muddi. (Adjournment sine die of proceedings under S. 145.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 214 (215) : 27 Sind L R 17 : 34 Cr. L. J. 139, Taracliand v. 
Emperor. (Distinguishing 11 Cr.L.J. 7 — Adjournment sine die pending disposal, 
of another case.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 358 (359) : 27 Sind L R 219 : 35 Cri L Jour 517, Emperor v.. 
Dinalshah Rajanshah, (Criminal case for theft — Civil suit by accused for decla- 
ration of title to property removed — Held criminal case should not remain undis- 
posed till decision of civil suit.) 

[But see (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 7(8) : 4 I.C. 537 (Cal), Guru Das Haearay. Wcatheral.X 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 All 421 (422) : 27 Cr. L. J. 560, Eewal Ram v. Emperor. 

Note 5a 

1. (1870-71) 6 Mad H C R App xxix (xxx). 



CH. 24.] ' 


POWER TO POSTPONE PROCEEDINGS 


1907 


6. “May, if it thinks fit.” — These words show that the 
question of postponement or adjournment of an enquiry or trial is a 
matter of the Court’s discretion. The discretion is, however, not an 
arbitrary one but should be exercised judiciously and only in cases 
which come within tho terms of the section. 1 

A Court is not obliged to pay attention to a telegram from a 
pleader of one of the parties asking for adjournment. 2 

7. Reasonable cause for adjournment. — An adjournment 
can be granted only on the ground of the absence of a witness 1 * or 
for any other reasonable causc. lh As a general rule Magistrates should 
refrain from granting adjournments save in cases where they are 
clearly necessitated for the purposes of justice. 1 

The following have been held to be good grounds for adjournment: 

(1) To enable the accused to secure tho attendance of his witnesses. 2 

(2) To enable an accused to examine such of his witnesses as he has 
produced. 3 

(3) To enable an accused to engage the services of a pleader to properly 
defend himself in complicated cases. 4 

(4) Where the accused’s advocate is absent at another place to fulfill a 
long-standing engagement/’ 

(5) Where a large number of witnesses have been examined for the 
prosecution and the accused wants two days’ time to consider what 
evidence he should produce/ 


Note 6 

1. (’72) 17 Sntb \Y R Cr 55(57) : 9 Beng L R 354, Muthoora Nath v. Eccra Lai. 
(Absence of reasonable cause for adjourning enquiry — High Court under S. 15 of 
Charter Act set aside order of Magistrate adjourning enquiry.) 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 283 (283) : 41 Cr, L. J. 585, Bhanwarsingh v. Suhhram- 
singh. (Especially where the telegram docs not arrive until after the proceedings 
are over.) 

Note 7 

lo. (’24) Air 1924 Cal 534 (534) : 24 Cri L .Tour 370, Eihir Lai v. Emperor. (If 
witness is reported ill, Court must issuo fresh summons and grant adjournment.) 
(’GG) SSuth WR Cr L 10 (10). (But accused cannot be discharged on that ground.) 
(’96) 19 Mad 375 (381) : 0 M L J 195, Queen Empress v. Virasami. 

[See (’70) 5 Mad H C It App sxvii (xxvii).] 

lb. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat G19 (G21) : 2G Cr.L.J. 1179, Bam Saran v. Nikliad. 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 241(243) : 9 Pat 113 : 31 Cr.L.J. 789, Nar ay an v. Emperor. 
(Petty criminal case — Parties should appear at first hearing for completion of 
entire trial — Adjournment should be deprecated in such ease.) 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Lab 84 (84) : 15 Cri L Jour 521, Lai Singh v. Emperor. 

(’70) 5 Mad H C R App xxvii (xxvii). 

(’71) 1G Suth W R Cr 21 (22), In the case of Dinoo Boy. (As a general rule, 
accused should have his witnesses present on day of trial.) 

3. (’03) 7 Cal W N 714 (71G), Emperor v. Ecso Singh. (Witnesses for defence 
actually in attendance though attendance had not been certified — Adjournment 
prayed but refused on ground that witnesses were not in attendance — Held, 
adjournment wrongly refused.) 

4. (*1G) AIR 1916 Mad 142 (142, 143):16 Cr.L.J. 334 (33G), In rcMurugesa Naidu. 
(’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 270 (271), Taung Bo v. Crown. (But not in petty cases.) 

[Sec also (’05) 9 Cal W N cclxxxv (cclxxxv), Eira Lai v. King-Emperor. 
(Appeal, hearing of — Pleader’s unforeseen and unavoidable absence — Refusal of 
postponement of hearing — Re-hearing of appeal was ordered by High Court.)] 

5. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 474 (476) : 12 Ind Cas 82 (LB), E. J. Esteves v. Emperor. 

6. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 25 (28) : 21 Cri L Jour 321, Bamcshwar v. Emperor. 
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(6) Where the counsel for the accused in a capital case wants to cross- 

examine the witnesses on the following day as he was not prepared 
to cross-examine on that day. 7 

(7) Where a party is asked to cross-examine a witness at 6-30 p.M., 
and he asks for time on the ground that the pleader is not then 
available. 8 

(s) Where the accused is tried for separate offences and an appeal is 
pending against the conviction in respect of one of such offences. 9 

(9) Where a new witness is produced in the Sessions Court who was 
not. examined before the committing Magistrate and the accused 
wants time on the ground that it is a surprise to him. 10 

( 10 ) For producing material documents filed in a civil ease. 11 

(11) Where in a sessions trial it is found that a witness is absent and * 

therefore his deposition before the committing Magistrate could 
not be received and the witness has consequently to be sum- 
moned. 110 

The following have been held not to be sufficient grounds for 
granting an adjournment : 

( 1 ) To enable the accused to get a ruling from the High Court on a 
point of law. 12 

( 2 ) The absence of a co-accused and desirability of a joint trial. 13 

( 3 ) To enable the complainant to examine, witnesses whom he had not 
cared to have in attendance. 14 

(4) To enable a party to summon witnesses where sufficient time has 
already been allowed for the purpose. 15 

( 5 ) To enable the prosecution to find out evidence, the existence of 
which is entirely problematical. 10 

7. (’14) AIR 1914 Cal S34 (835):41 Cal 299 : 15 Cr.L.J. 596, Sadasiv v. Emperor. 
See also S. 28G Note 10. 

8. (’28) AIR 192S Pat 277 (278) : 29 Cri L Jour 299, Gulai Jha v. Emperor. 

9. (’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 495 (496) : 2 I. C. 128 (Mad), In re Mantri Kamaraju. (Obiter.) 

10. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 1, Cr, page 1 (4), Khan Muhammad v. Empress. 

11. (’21) 22 Cri L Jour 335 (336) : 61 Ind Cas 63 (Cal), Bisxvavibhar Bop v. 
Aminuddi. (Order refusing adjournment for purpose of procuring necessary 
documents is an arbitrary order constituting denial of justice.) 

11a. (’74) 21 Sutli W E Cr 56 (57), Queen v. Luhhun Santhal. 

[See also (’82) 12 Cal L R 120 (121), Empress v. Sagambar. (Depositions before 
committing Magistrate taken in the absence of accused — Prosecution failing to 
lay down any basis for such reception of evidence — Adjournment for summon- 
ing material witnesses is necessary. )] 

See also S. 512 Note 12. 

12. (’07) 7 Cri L Jour 400 (401) : 12 Cal W N 604 (604), Mohcsh Sonar v. 
Emperor. (Postponement granted for obtaining ruling of High Court on the 
point, whether certain coins were kings coins or not.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 17 (20):2G Sind L R 255:33 Cr.L.J. 908, Abdullah v. Emperor. 

13. (’01) 1 Low Bur Rul 60 (61), Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun Hla. 

{'22) AIR 1922 Cal 334 (335) : 49 Cal 182 : 22 Cr. Jj.JA65,Billinghurstv. Meek. 
(Principal accused absent.) 

14. (’25) AIR 1925 Sind 315 (316) : 26 Cri L Jour 958, AliSher v. Mir Mahomed. 
See also S. 256 Note 9, 

15. (’74) 23 Suth WR Cr9 (11), Ghalun Tewari v. Suhedad Khan. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 185 (186) : 4G Mad 253 : 24 Cri L Jour 84, In re Dcrwish 
Hussain. (Where accused did notask for fresh process after the witness failed to 
attend though served.) 

16. (’30) AIR 1930 Rang 76 (77) : 7 Rang 592 : 31 Cri L Jour 296, Ah Phone v. 
Emperor. (At a stage when case is ready for hearing.) 
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(o) To enable the prosecution to examine witnesses not named in the 
chalan 

(7) To enable the pleader of one of the parties in a petty case to be 
present where the pleader of the opposite party was present and 
the date had been announced beforehand. 1 ' 

($) The absence of the counsel of one of the accused in a sessions case 
in which a number of witnesses had been summoned. 11 ' 

8. “Stating the reasons therefor.” — The reasons for the 
adjournment should bo clearly expressed on record. It is not enough 
that a reasonable cause crisis. Such cause should be stated in the 
order as the prisoner is entitled to know what such cause is, and an 
appellate Court cannot form an opinion of it? reasonableness unless 
it is stated on record. 1 

9. Adjournment to and trial on holiday. — A trial of an 
accused person on a Sunday or other holiday would not necessarily 
make the proceedings illegal or invalid. 1 Where, however, the result 
of taking the unusual procedure of trying the ca=e on a holiday is to 
cause prejudice to the accused, as for example, by preventing him from 
engaging a pleader to defend him, the conviction will be set aside. 2 

10. Advancement of hearing. — This section docs not stand 
in the way of the Court advancing the hearing of a case to an earlier 
date, provided due notice thereof is given to the parties. 1 An accelera- 
tion of the date of hearing against the wishes of the accused or his 
pleader i? not proper. 2 

11. Stay of criminal proceedings. — This section authorizes 
only the postponement or adjournment of a criminal case from time to 
time and does not contemplate a stay of proceedings for an indefinite 

17. {’.".1) AIR 1931 Nag loti (137) : 33 Cri T, Jour 11(13, Hajari Ti’;a Larthi v. 
Emj cror. (Prosecution not entitled to file fre-li list of witnes.-c?.) 

18. (MO) AIP. 19 10 Nag 253(233) : f 1 Cr.L.J.583, lihanicarsingh v.Sukhramsingh. 
(Telegram from pleader ticking for adjournment — Court is not bound to pay 
attention to it.) 

19. (’37) AIR 1937 All 171 (171) : 33 Cri L .Tour 41G, Salag Bam v. Emperor. 

Note 8 

1. ('.83) G Mad G3 (03), Manickam Mudali v. Queen. (In this case the endorse- 
ment was “It appear? necessary to defer the examination of witnesses in order 
that further evidence may he produced.”) 

Note 9 

1. [See (’G3) 10 Suth IV It Civ 330 (331) : 1 lleng L R A C 17, In re D. .Ibrahim, 
(Applicability of Lord’s Day Act.)] 

2. (’71) 8 Bcng L R App 12 (12, 13), Queen Hargobind Datla. (System of trying 
eases by Magistrate?, while moving about from day to day, also condemned.) 

(’Gl) 1804 Suth W B Gap Cr 2 (2, 3), Grijamoncc v. Issur Chundcr. (Magistrates 
should not take up judicial work on a Sunday.) 

(’15) AIR 1913 Bom 231 (235) : 1G Cr. L. -T. 752, Baban v. Emperor. (Trial on 
Sunday or other holiday irregular as contrary to Criminal Circular No. 37 of the 
Bombay High Court.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 235 (258, 259) : 31 Cri I. Jour 705, Girdari v. Emperor. 

See also S. 310 Note •! and S. 537 Note 25. 

Note 10 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Nag 42 (13) : 29 Cr. L. J. 1092, Raotmal v. Sam pal. (Because 
the intention of the Code is that criminal trial should proceed from day to day.) 

2. (’98) 1898 Tun Re' No. 11 Cr, p. 32 (33), Karamdin v. Queen. 


Section 3$4 
Notes 7-11 



1910 


POWER TO POSTPONE PROCEEDINGS 


[CH. 24. 


Section 344 period (see Note 4 above). But every Court has an inherent power 

Note 11 to stay a ease pending on its file where it is necessary for the ends 

of justice to do so. 1 The power of the High Court in this respect is 
expressly recognized by S. 561A of the Code. 2 The High Court had also, 
independent of S. 5G1A, power under S. 107 of the Government of India 
Act, 1915, to stay proceedings in subordinate Courts in the exercise 
of its powers of superintendence over inferior Courts. 3 But under S. 224 
of the Government of India Act, 1935, which corresponds to s. 107 of 
* the Act of 1915, the High Court has now no power to interfere with 

the judicial orders of the lower Courts: see sub-s.(2) of S. 224 and the 
undermentioned eases. 3a 

Questions very often arise as to whether a criminal proceeding 
should be stayed during the pendency of a civil proceeding in respect 


. Note 11 

1. (’16) AIR 1916 Lah 174 (175) : 17 Cri L Jour 7 (8), Parsram v. Jalal Din. 
(Criminal notion stayed pending disposal of civil suit.) 

(’66) 2 Bom H C R Cr 384 (385), Reg. v. Dalsukaram. (A Magistrate is not war- 
ranted in convicting and imprisoning a person for disobeying an order, the lega- 
lity of which is then properly under the consideration of an appellate Court.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 888 (888), In rc Periaswami Muthiryan. (Stay of criminal 
proceeding until disposal of civil litigation between parties respecting same 
subject-matter should be ordered where title and attempt to get possession are 
pleaded and not where possession on date of trespass is pleaded.) 

[Sec (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 143 (144) : 36 Cri L Jour 94, Rewatmal v. Sajanmal 
Mchruvial. (Where the remarks in the judgment imply that the pendency of 
civil proceeding between the parties is a reasonable ground for adjournment or 
postponement of proceeding under this section.)] 

[See also (’84) 8 Mad 140 (147), In the matter of the petition of Paxil Dc Cruz. 
(Intimidation — Excommunication by Roman Catholic priest — Criminal proceed- 
ing stayed until complainant established the illegality of priest’s acts in a civil 
Court.)] 

[But see (’29) AIR 1929 Sind 115 (116) : 23 Sind L R 225 : 30 Cri L Jour 399, 
Ramchand v. Emperor. (No power except under S. 344 to adjourn from time to 
time — The question of inherent power was not adverted to.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 851 (851) : 28 Cr.L.J. 849, Murugan v. Gxilha Rami. (Do.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 358 (359) : 27 Sind L R 219 : 35 Cri L Jour 517, Emperor 
v. Dinalshah Rajanshah. (Following AIR 1929 Sind 115 and AIR 1932 Sind 
214 — Criminal case for theft — Civil suit by accused for declaration of title to 
property removed — Held criminal case should not remain undisposed till 
decision of civil suit.)] 

2. (’28) 29 Cr. L. J. 1053 (1055) : 112 Ind Cas 477 (Bom), Jchangir v. Fraxnji 
Rustomji Wadia. (Criminal proceeding need not be stayed where accused is not 
likely to be prejudiced by criminal proceeding being allowed to proceed.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 30 (33) : 48 All 60 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1485, Eanhaiya Lai v. Bhag. 
xvandas. (Proceedings in both Civil and Criminal Courts regarding same dispute.) 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 595 (595) : 25 Cr. L. J. 280, Nambia v. Sudalaimuthu. 

(’96) 23 Gal 610 (614, 616), Rajkumari v. Bama Sxmdari. (Rampini, J., contra.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 411 (414) : 33 Cr. L. J. 147, Jaqannath v. Rajagopalachari. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 390 (391) : 31 Mad 510 : 4 M L T 186, In rc Jogiah. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 131 (132) : 30 Mad 226, Anna Aiyar v. Emperor. 

{See (’21) AIR 1921 All 365 (366): 43 All 180: 22 Cr.L.J.236, Rajkunxvar Singh 
v. Emperor.'] 

[See also (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 235 (326): 24Cr.L. J. 640, Ankammay.Adribhotlxi.] 

3a. (’38) AIR 1938 F. C. 1 (3) : ILR (1939) Ear (F.C.) 1 : 1939 F C R 13, Pashu. 
pati Bharti v. Secy, of State. 

(’38) AIR 1938 All 639 (640), Lakshmi Iron and Steal Mann factoring Go. v. 
Firm Radhey Lai Manxii Lai. 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lah 80 (81) MLR (1938) Lah 377, Peoples Bank of Northern India 
v. Kanaya Lai. (High Court cannot interfere with judicial orders in the exer- 
cise of its administrative functions under S. 224.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Lah 442 (442), Amar Singh v. Secy, of State. 
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of the same or substantially tbe same subject-matter. There is now 
u consensus of judicial opinion that there is no into, viable rule that 
a criminal proceeding should be stayed pending the issue of a civil 
•suit , 4 hut that the matter is entirely one of discretion of the Court to 


4. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 187 (1SS) : 3G Cr. L. J. 1350, Fa is Md. v. Abbas. 
f'29) AIR 1929 Pat 500 (501) : 30 Cr. L. J. HOl.HirdayNarainSingltv. Emperor, 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 194 (194): 30Cr.L.J. 1144, Bhagirath Bhagat v. Bam Narain, 
(It must be assumed that each Court must be allowed to proceed with the business 
on its file without any intervention oi this kind.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 37 (38, 39): 34 Cr.L.J.9G(9S), Bashesharnath v. Batan Chand. 
(’16) AIR 1910 Lah 137 (137, 138) : 17 Cr. L. J. 205 (206), Nur Din v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 802 (803) : 31 Cri L Jour 1053, Lorind Singh v. Emperor. 
(Rule of staying criminal trial when civil litigation is pending is rule of prudence 
and its application must depend or merits of each particular case.) 

(’93) 18 Bom 581 (584), In re Dcvaji. 

•(’90) 23 Cal 610 (621), Baj Kianari v. Bama Sundari. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 595 (596) : 25 Cri L .Tonr 280, Nambia v. Sudalaimuthu. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 351 (352) : 31 Cri L Jour 766, Bhagwat Prasad v. Bamkxsun 
Bam. (Order can be justified only on special grounds, the general rule being that 
the High Court should avoid staying proceedings.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 308 (310) : 28 Cr. L. J. 181, Gnanasigamani v. Vcdamvthn. 

(If law allows a legal process, it should not be condemned ns unjust.) 

.(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 3SG (388) : 23 Cri L Jour 700, Taj-ztd-din v. Tajmuhammad 
Nasir. (There is no statutory provision making it compulsory to stay the criminal 
proceeding.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 484 (484), Jodlii Singh v. Emperor. (Criminal case should not 
be stayed if questions involved nre not identical.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 778 (778,779): 50 Mad S39: 2SCr.L.J. 812, Bamiahv.Bamiah. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 4 (6) : 4 Ind Cas 485 (Cal), Brojobashi Panda v. Emperor. 
(’02) 26 Bom 785 (791): 4 Bom LR618, In re Bal Gangadhar Tilak. (Ordinarily 
it is not desirable — Dissenting from Jardine, J.’s remarks in 1G Bom 729.) 

(’22) 23 Cri L Jour 84 (34, 85) : 65 Ind Cas 436 (436) (All), Anrudli Kumar v. 
Emperor. (Criminal law should proceed with expedition.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L .Tour S48 (848) : 17 Ind Cas 720 (Bom), In rc Kcsava Narayan. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 1053 (1056) : 112 Ind Cas 477 (Bom), Jehangir v. Fravijn 
(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 435 (437) : 35 Cal 909, Hcmchandra v. Atal Behari. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jout 852 (S54) : 31 Cal 858, Diuarkanath Bai v. Emperor. (Special 
reason is necessary to grant stay.) 

(’02) 2 Weir 415 (41G, 417), In rc Subramania Chcity. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 563 (566) : 57 Cal 558 : 31 Cri L Jour 211, Gopal Chandra v. 
Surcsh Chandra. (In case of Crown prosecution with Crown a party whose 
interest is for public justice, proceeding in Criminal Court cannot be stayed 
pending decision in civil suit.) 

But see the following cases which seem to proceed upon the view that ordinarily 
there should be a slay in such cases : 

(’26) AIR 1926 All 30 (33) : 48 All 60 : 26 Cri L Jour 1485, Kanhaiya Lai v. 

Bhagwan Das. (Inherent power of the High Court to stay proceedings is very 

wide and can be properly exercised in such cases.)- 
('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 615 (616): 12 Ind Cas 991 (Lah), Parasram v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 128 (128): 18 Ind Cas 688 (Lah), Anant Singh v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 596(596): 16 Cr.L. J. 309 (310), Asrdbuddin Sarkar v.Kali Doyal. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 80 (80): 8 SindLR 20: 15 Cr.L.J. CGI, MathraDasv. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Upp Bur 18 (19): 15 Cr.L.J. 488, Kalima BibiwMacbul Ahmed. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Low Bur 47 (48) : 10 Low Bur Rul 103 : 21 Cr.L.J. 353, Soorayya 
v. Shwe Bwin, (Matter purely of civil dispute.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Bom 163 (164): 17 Cr.L.J. 153 (153): 41 Bom 1, In re Markur. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 174 (175): 17 Cri L Jour 7 (8), Parasram v. Jalal Din. 
(’92)16 Bom 729 (731), In rc Shri Nana Maharaj. (Criminal proceedings for 
perjury or forgery arising out of civil litigation.) 

(’07) 5 Cr. L. J. 199 (200): 5 C L J 233, Bam Charan Singh v. Emperor , 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 495 (495), Haribax Bam v. Gapali Bam. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 816 (818): 22 Cr. L. J. 489, ill A Phttleshra Ever v. Emperor. 
(Irreparable injustice likely if convicted — No chance of evidence becoming stale.) 
(’92) 1892 Rat 587 (588), In re Ebrahim. 
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Section 35§ be exercised having regard to the merits and all the circumstances of 

Note 41 the case . 5 The real principle to be looked to is whether the accused is 

likely to be prejudiced if the criminal proceeding is not stayed until 
the disposal of the suit . 0 Where the matter in issue is not of such a 
complicated kind for the decision of which Civil Courts are preferred 
as peculiarly qualified as, for example, the genuineness of a will or 
other document, the validity of a will, and the bona fides of a civil 
claim, it cannot be assumed that there will be a manifest and irrepar- 
able injustice done in the Criminal Court w T hen the integrity of the 
Court is not questioned . 7 


(’01) 5 Cal W N 44 (45), Gobcrdhonc v. Isiuar Ghunder. (Prosecution under S. 82 
of the Registration Act — Civil suit pending.) 

(’06) 10 Cal W N ccxi (cexii), Gopcshivar Pal v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 424 (424): 23 Cri L Jour 595, Janki Das v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 664 (665): 32 Cri L Jour 463, Maniram v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 17 (18): 27 Cri L Jour 1114, Bhishambar Das v. Emperor. 

[But see (’27) 106 Ind Cas 463 (464): 29 Cr.L. J. 47 (Lah), Pliuman Singh v. Emperor. 
(1862) 1 Mad H C R 66 (67, 68) : 2 Weir 22, Ex parte Varadarajulu Naidu. 

5. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 8 (9) : 38 Cr.L. J. 264, MolliuBai v. Emperor. (High Court 
will not ordinarily interfere with discretion.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 187 (188) : 37 Cri L Jour 1350, Fais Muhammad Abbas v. 
Abbas Jafferali. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 802 (803) : 31 Cr.L. J. 1053, Lorind Singh v. Emperor. (The 
rule that criminal proceeding should not be started when the same question is 
also involved in a pending civil litigation is a rule dictated by prudence and its 
application must depend on the merits of each case.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 500 (501): 30 Cr. L. J. 1101, Uirday Narain Singh v. Emperor. 
(High Court cannot interefere with the lower Court’s order unless it is unjudicial.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 744 (745) : 28 Cr. L. J. 326, Linton v. Emperor. (Matter in 
criminal case identical with issue to be decided in civil suit instituted prior to 
complaint in criminal case — Criminal case should be stayed.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 193 (193) : 26 Cri L Jour 286, Dasaratc v. Joy Ghand. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 39 (42) : 47 Mad 722 : 25 Cri L Jour 1009, Bamanalhan y- 
Sivarama Subramaniya. (Prosecution not launched in public interest — This is 
good ground for staying criminal proceedings pending civil suit.) 

(’92) 1892 Rat 587 (588), In re Ebrahim. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 307 (309) : 34 Cri L Jour 900, In re Bamchandra Babaji. ■ 
(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 143 (144) : 36 Cr. L. J. 94, Bcwatmal v. Sajanmal. 

[See (’94) 2 Weir 260 (261), Sankarayya v. Subba Aiya. (Complaint of forgery 
of document — Question of genuineness of this document pending in civil Court 
— Criminal proceeding should be stayed.)) 

6 . (’28) 29 Cr. L. J. 1053 (1056) : 112 Ind Cas 477 (Bom), Jchangir v. Framji. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 315 (316), Madhao Bhagwant v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1123 (1123) : 16 Cr. L. J. 637, Md. Ibrahim v. Eattayyan. 
(Refusal to register document alleged to be forged — Suit to compel registration — 
Criminal trial for forgery must be stayed pending disposal of civil suit to compel 
registration.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 86 (87, 88) : 34 Cri L Jour 119, Jhummaklal y. Snnderlal. 
(Where very constitution of committee of trustees which authorised particular 
individual from amongst them to lodge on its behalf criminal complaint against 
manager of trust property is challenged as invalid in previously instituted suit 

— Held criminal trial should be stayed pending decision of civil suit.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 621 (622) : IS Cri L Jour 771, Khobhari Bai v. Bhagioat Bai. 
(Property forming subject-matter of civil suit — Charge of theft of such property 

— Criminal case should be stayed.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 816 (817) : 22 Cr, L. J. 4S9, Mt. Phulcshra Euer v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 7 (8) : 18 Cr. L. J. 125, Dcbi Malito v. Emperor. (Proceedings 
instituted as a result of order under S. 476 — Order appealed against — Pro- 
ceedings should be stayed pending appeal.) 

(’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 131 (132) : 30 Mad 226, Anna Ayyar v. Emperor. 

(’02) 2 Weir 415 (416, 417), In re Subramanya Ghetty. 

7 . (’31) AIR 1931 Pat 411(415, 41G): 33 Cr.L.J.147, Jaganathv. Bajagopalachari* 
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In exercising the discretion in the matter of stay, the following 

principles may be remembered: 

(1) Where a criminal proceeding is instituted with the motive of 
hampering the conduct of the civil proceeding, the former may be 
ordered to be stayed. 8 This, however, will not apply in the case of 
‘public prosecutions, such as prosecutions under s. 195 or s. 47G, 
Criminal'Procedure Code. 0 

(2) Where a civil proceeding is filed for the purpose of delaying or the 
conduct of which would result in a long delay of the trial of the 
criminal case, no stay should be granted. 10 

(3) Where the civil suit has been filed before the institution of the 
criminal proceeding and it appears that the decision in the former 
will be of value in arriving at the truth in the criminal case, the 
latter may be stayed. 11 


[See also (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 778 (779) : 50 Mad 839 : 28 Cr. L. .T. 812, Bamiak 
v. Ramiah. (It must be assumed that in either Court justice will be done ancl 
which Court precedes the other is merely a question of convenience.)] 

8. (’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 1053 (105G) : 112 I.C. 477 (Bom), Jchangir v. Framji. 

(’07) 0 Cr. L. J. 131 (132) : 30 Mad 22G, Anna Ayyar v. Emperor. 

(’02) 2 Weir 415 (416, 417), In rc Subramanya Chctly. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Bom 307 (309) : 34 Cr. L. .T. 900, In rc Ramchandra Eabaji. (If 
criminal case is filed after the civil case, intention to prejudice the latter may 
often be suspected especially when there is long delay in presenting the criminal 
case.) 

9. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 5G3 (5GG) : 57 Cal 558 : 31 Cr. L. ,7. 211, Gopal Chandra v ► 
Surcsh Chandra. 

(’28) 29 Cr. L. J. 1053 (1055) : 112 I. C. 477 (Bom), Jchangir v. Framji. 

(’04) 31 Cal 858 (SG2) : 1 Cr. L. J. 852, Dwarka Nath Rai v. Emperor. 

(’02) 2G Bom 785 (791) : 4 Bom L R G1S, In rc Bal Gangadhar Utah. 

(’22) 23 Cr. L. J. 84 (84) : G5 I. C. 43G (43G) (All), Anrudli Kumar v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 848 (848) : 17 I. C. 720 (Bom), In rc Ecshav Narayan. 

(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 435 (437) : 35 Cal 909, Ecm Chandra v. Aial Bchari. 

10. (’14) MR 1914 Mad 143 (143) : 15 Cr. L. 3. 5CS, Pcdda Balliah v. Venkata - 
swam i. (In view of the suit being a summary one, proceedings were stayed.) 

11. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 8 (9) : 38 Cri L Jour 264, Molhu Rai v. Emperor. (Civil 
suit based on bandnote — Defendant alleging that handnotc was outcome of fraud 
on him— Complaint by defendant against plainti if— Plaintiff applying for stay of 
criminal proceedings till decision of civil suit— Stay held should be granted.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 487 (488) : 37 Cr. L. J. 2G1, U Tha Zan v. U Pyant. (Cases 
in which stay is granted are usually those where the criminal proceedings arise 
directly out of the proceedings in tho Civil Court such as for instance prosecu- 
tions for perjury or forgery in relation to documents put in evidence in the Civil 
Court.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 744 (745) : 2S Cr. L. J. 32G, Linton v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 798 (800) : 2 A L 7 747 : 1905 A W N 254, Mathura Kunwar v- 
Durga Kunwar. (Where the decision of the civil suit will not be evidence in the- 
criminal case, stay should be refused.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 182 (183), Srikisson Beriwalla v. Emperor. (Issues in crimi- 
nal case likely to be included in issues in civil suit which is ripe for the hearing 
— Criminal case to be stayed — Even a prosecution launched by police can be- 
stayed under such circumstances.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 187 (188) : 36 Cri L Jour 1350, Faiz Muhammad v. Abbas 
Jaffcrali. (Disputes in criminal proceeding and civil suit intimately connected — 
Civil suit prior in time — Common issue capable of being decided more properly in 
civil suit — Held, criminal case should be stayed.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 621 (622) : 18 Cri L Jour 771, Khdbhari Rai v, Bhagwat Rai. 
(Property subject-matter of suit — It is just and proper to stay criminal trial.) 

(’27) MR 1927 Lah 669 (670) : 28 Cri L Jour 778, Kaln Mai v. Emperor. (Pro- 
nouncing of judgment in criminal case stayed pending decision in appeal in civil 
case out of which criminal case had arisen.) 
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Note 11 


(l) Whore tho civil suit is filed after the criminal case and there is no 
possibility of its being decided soon, a stay should not be ordinarily 
granted. u ’ 

(5) Whero tho criminal prosecution in no way arises out of the civil 
suit and the decision in the Civil Court will not necessarily affect 
the decision of tho Criminal Court, it will be unreasonable and 
speculative to order stay of proceeding in the Criminal Court. 1 -' 

(g) Whero tho subject-matters of the dispute in the criminal and civil 
cases are not identical or have no bearing on one another, a stay 
will not bo granted. 13 

( 7 ) In cases of disputed title to land where it is difficult to draw the 
lino between a hona fide claim and a criminal trespass, a stay can 
lie granted. 11 

<s) Although it is not illegal to have two separate criminal proceedings 
in respect of accusations arising out of the same facts, such a 
course is obviously inconvenient and it is desirable that lK>th 
tho proceedings should be held in a Court having jurisdiction to 
conduct both. 1 *'' Hoe also Note 12 and section 100 Note 17. 

There is no provision in the Code enabling a District Magistrate 
to stay proceedings in tho Criminal Courts subordinate to him. 15 Nor 

{'35) AIR 1035 Sind 81 (83) : 3G Cri L Jour SSI, Kalumal Gelomal v. Kizsttmal 
Tssardas. (Statement made in affidavit filed in Court false — Complaint under 
S. 500 filed before eivil suit is over — There is no infraction of law, patent on face 
of record to justify quashing of proceeding'! — Rut it is expedient that hearing 
of complaint should lie stayed till dispo-a! of civil suit.) 

12. (’20) AIR 1320 Lull IPS (IPS) : 21 Cri L Jour 300, Shih Papal v. J/nns Raj. 
(If however the cause of action did not arise till after the filin'? of the criminal 
complaint, the criminal proceedings should bo stayed.) 

(’10) 11 Cri Tj Jour 4 (G) : 4 Iml Crs 485 (Cal), lirajabashi Panda v. Emperor. 
(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 201 (202) : G I. C. 181 (Cal), llari Pada Pal v. Jotish Chandra. 
(’33) AIR 1033 Lull 37 (30) : 154 Cri L Jour 00, Rashcsharnath v. Patanckand. 
(Civil suit liholy to he delayed — Held, that question of staying criminal case was 
properly refused to be considered till the evidence for the prosecution had been 
recorded.) 

12a. (’35) AIR 1035 Rang 487 (48S) : 37 Cr. L. J. 2G1, C Tha Par. v. V Pyanf. 
See also S. 430 Note 27. 

13. (’21) AIR 1021 Pnt 481 (484), Jodhi Singh w Emperor. (Issue in civil suit not 
identical with issue in criminal ease.) 

(’21) AIR 1021 Luh 3SG (388) : 23 Cr. L. J. 700, Taj-vd-din v. Taj Makammaa 
Nazir. (Criminal proceeding need not he stayed where questions nre different 
though allied and arising out of tho same transaction.) 

[See also (’33) AIR 1033 Sind 358 (350) : 27 Sind L R 210 : 35 Cri L Jour 517, 
Emperor v. Dinal Shah. (Decision in civil suit not likely to conclude question 
before criminal Court — Stay not necessary.)] 

14. (Sec (’27) AIR 1027 Mad 778(778): 50 Mad 830 : 23 Cri L Jour 812, Itamiah 
v. llamiah. (Obiter.) 

(’23) 24 Cri L Jour 245 (217) : 71 I. C. 789 (Posh), Khemchand v. Emperor. (Object 
of criminal proceedings to obtain an adjudication on question of title — Civil suit 
pending — Criminal proceeding quashed.)] 

14n. (’33) AIR 1033 Nag 78 (80) : 29 Nng L R 201 : 31 Cr. L. J. 510, Kanliaipa • 
lal v. Baijnath Maheshri. 

15. (’23) AIR 1023 Mnd G88 (G3S):25 Cr. L. J. 277, Krishna Pao v, Scshasubra. 
mania Iyer. 

(’31) AIR 1031 Pat 411 (414): 33 Cri L Jour 147, JagannathAcharya Gosirami v. 
Rajagopalachari. (Deputy Commissioner had no jurisdiction either ns a Revenue 
Court or as a District Magistrate to stay criminal proceedings pending before tho 
sub-divisional Magistrate.) 
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is them any provision enabling a Sessions Judge to stay a civil suit 
pending the decision of a criminal case . 10 

A Magistrate who has directed an inquiry by a subordinate 
Magistrate under S.202, can stay proceedings, 17 and where there are 
two counter- complaints the Magistrate will be justified in staying 
proceedings in one pending the disposal of the other. ls See also Note 12 
and the undermentioned case. 19 

12. Adjournment of one of two cross-cases. — Where there 
is a case and a counter-case, and the Court decides not to try them 
simultaneously, but one after the other, it has power under this section 
to adjourn the one and take up the other for trial . 1 As to whether a 
simultaneous trial can be held of two cross-cases, see S. 239 and the 
undermentioned cases . 2 

43. Power of High Court to set aside order of adjournment. 

— An improper order of adjournment can be set aside by the High 
•Court in revision . 1 Ordinarily, however, where the Court has exercised 
a judicial discretion in the matter, the High Court will not interfere . 2 

14. Power of Sessions Judge or District Magistrate to stay criminal 
proceedings pending before subordinate Magistrate. — See 
Note 11. 


[But see (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 395(595) : 23 Cr.L.J. 280, An wbm Pillayv.Sudalai- 
viiithu Nadan. (Magistrate has wide powers to stay, for reasons of expediency 
trial pending before subordinate Courts.)] Sec also S. 17 Note 9. 

16. (’87) 1887 All W N 102 (103), Empress v. Unbar Das. 

17. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 143 (144) : 3G Cri L Jour 94, Ecwatmal v. Sajanmal. 

•See also S. 202 Note 13. 

18. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 30 (32) : 30 Cri L Jour 534, Parmanand v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 619 (618) : 24 Cri L Jour 120, Lalji Singh v. Baurangi Lai. 

19. (’04) 8 CallY N xxxi (xxxi), In the matter of Beni Madhub Chatter jcc. (Order 
for criminal prosecution by civil Court — Application for stay of proceedings 
in criminal Court to be made to Bench in charge of criminal business.) 

Note 1Z 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 281 (2S3) : 31 Cri L Jour 262, Bam Golam Singh y. Sarat 
Chandra Ganguly. (Magistrate hns jurisdiction to postpone bis enquiry even 
apart from this section under inherent jurisdiction.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Pat 214 (216) : 36 Cr.L.J. 714 (716) (S B), Bam Singh v. Emperor. 
(But the Court is not hound to grant adjournment.) 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Lab 852 (853) : 14 Lab 820 : 35 Cri L Jour 171, Dhanwaniri 
Durga Das v. Emperor. (No legal bar to Courts of concurrent jurisdiction trying 
same offence simultaneously.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 644 (645) ; 24 Cri L Jonr 940, Shcihh Samir v. Beni Madhab 
Gopc. (Simultaneous trials in different Courts of both cases is undesirable — 
Proper course is for same Court to try both cases one after the other.) 

Note 13 

1. (’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 55 (56) : 9 Beng L R 354, Mathura Hath Chuckerbutiy 
v. Hecra Lall Doss. (Case under the Code of 1861.) 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 778 (779): 50 Mad 839: 28 Cr.L.J. 812, Bamiahv.Bamiah. 
•(1862) 1 Mad HCE Cr 66 (67) : 2 Weir 248, Ex Parte P. Yaradarajulu Baidu. 

(No mandamus will be issued to compel Magistrate to proceed with the case.) 

{'22) AIR 1922 Pat 618 (618) : 24 Cr. L. J. 120, Lalji v. Bawrangi. (Process issued 
in one case and the counter-case postponed till after the disposal of the former.) 
{’25) AIR 1925 Sind 315 (316) : 26 Cri L Jour 958, AH Sher v.Mir Mahomed. 
(Reasonable cause for remand is not in itself sufficient to satisfy the require- 
ments of this section.) 

[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 8 (9) : 38 Cri L Jour 264, Molhu Bai v. Emperor. 
(High Court’s power to interfere with discretion of lower Court in regard to stay 
of proceedings pending civil suit.)] 
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Section 34$ 
Note IS 


15. “On such terms as it thinks fit” — Costs. — These 
words empower the Court postponing or adjourning a criminal case to 
impose such terms ns it thinks fit. This will include an order for the 
payment of costs, 1 though such an order will he made only where the 
circumstances are exceptional and where, for some reason or other, 
tho ordinary everyday method of conducting criminal cases has to ho 
departed from owing to the conduct of a party. 10 Tlius, a complainant 
who is solely to blame for an adjournment can be ordered to pay 
costs." Similarly, an informant to the police in a police case who, 
though a witness, is virtually conducting the prosecution by engaging 
a vakil and who asks for time, may he ordered to pay costs as a 
condition of the adjournment. 3 So also an accused person can he 
ordered to pay costs as a condition of an adjournment.' 1 But this 
power should not he exercised in such a manner as to place obstacles 
in the way of the accused properly defending himself.' 10 But where in 
a police case the Police Sub-Inspector was responsible for securing 
the attendance of absent witnesses, the complainant was held not to he 
liable for costs. 5 Nor will the complainant he liable for costs when an 
adjournment becomes necessary owing to the absence of the accused 0 or 
even whore he is himself absent when the case is a non-compoundable 
warrant-case and his position after charge is reduced to that of a 
witness. 7 In the undermentioned case, 70 where only some of the accused 
persons attended, and it was found that the complainant had not 
accompanied the process-server, the Magistrate ordered the complainant 
to pay the costs of the accused persons who were present. It was held 
by the High Court in revision that the order for costs was not a 
proper one. 


Note 15 

1. (’05) 2 Cr.L. .1.803 (801): 28 All 207 : 1905 AWN 23G: 2 AL.T 631, Mathura 
Prasad v. Dasani Lai. (Day fixed for cross-examination of prosecution witnesses 
• — Prosecutor failing to put in appeamnee — Order for costs was made.) 

(’IK) AIR 11)18 Mud 538 (538, 5 to) : 18 Cr. L. J. 012 (012): 10 Mad lRiO.Naannsi 
Kudumban v. Sivasubramania Kane. 

(’Oo) 28 All 20'.);: (209;:) : 1905 A W X 257a, Pan: Pawl v. Karan Singh. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat G5G (057) : 39 Cr. L..T.0, Paghunandan Prasad v. Pamadhiv. 
Singh. (Passing of such order does not disclo-e any prejudice on part of Magis- 
trate and is not valid ground for transfer of care to another Magistrate.) 

(’0 1) 1 Cr. Ij. .1. 1095 (1097) : 1901 Pun Re No. 20 Cr, Emperor v. Shuldham. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 1 (7, S) : 9 C W N 18, Sew Prasad v. Corporation of Calcutta. 
(’12) 10 Cri L .Tour 2GS (2G9) : 11 Ind Cas 052 (All), Guhari Lai v. CSunga Pam. 
In. (’18) AIR 1918 Rom 253 (253): 12 Rom 251: 19 Cr.L.J. 32G, In re Abdul Pahiman. 
(Recuuse everyday practice which is in accordance with intentions of Code does 
not contemplate an order ns to costs.) 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Rom 239 (239): 23 Cri L Jour 338, Emperor v. Laxman Path. 
(Police prosecution — Complainant should not bo saddled with adjournment costs.) 

3. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 538 (510) : 18 Cr. L. J. G12 (Gil) : -10 Mad 1130, Sunnasi 
Kudumban v. Sivasubramania Konc. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (133) : 38 Cr.L.. 1.481, Ishar Singh x.Shama Dusadh. 
(’05) 2 Cri L .Tour 1 (7, 8) : 9 C W N 18, Sew Prasad v. Corporation of Calcutta. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Rom 470 (172) : 5G Bom 53G : 33 Cr.L. J. 802, Sorabji M. Shroff 

v. Erachshaw B. Kairak. 

4a. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 131 (133): 3S Cr.L.J. -181, Ishar Singhx.Shama Dusadh. 

5. (’22) AIR 1922 Rom 239 (239) : 23 Cri L Jour 'MS, Emperor v. Laxman Nath. 

6. (’2G) AIR 192G Lali 407 (408) : 27 Cri L Jour 572, Dishambar v. Pam Chand. 

7. (’24) AIR 

7n. (’33) AIR 1933 Lnh 720 (721): 35 Cri L Jour 457, Kazam Khan v. Emperor 
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Where the accused is absent, and the case has perforce to be 
adjourned, no costs can be ordered against him. 8 

The power to order costs does not extend to previous adjournments 
granted without conditions. 9 

No costs of adjournment can be awarded in criminal appeals 10 or 
criminal revisions 11 as the section does not apply to such proceedings. 

15a. Adjournment for cross-examination of prosecution 
witnesses in trials of warrant-cases — Power to impose terms 
on accused. — In trials of warrant-cases, the accused has a statutory 
right to the re-call of prosecution witnesses for cross-examination after 
the charge is framed and he cannot be ordered to pay the expenses 
of the witnesses in such cases. See Notes under s. 25G. But this right 
applies only to the first re-call of the witnesses. Where once the 
witnesses are re-called but the accused asks for an adjournment of the 
case on the ground of the absence of his pleader, the Court can, under 
this section, grant him the adjournment on condition of his paying 
bhatta to the prosecution witnesses. 1 

16. Remand. — A remand is a re-committal to custody of a 
person who has been brought up in custody. 1 The scheme of the Code 
as to the detention of the accused persons in custody is as follows — 

A person arrested without warrant should be brought before a 
Magistrate without unnecessary delay (ss. 59 and 60), the maximum 
period of police custody allowed being twenty-four hours (S.Gl). A 
person arrested under a warrant is similarly to be brought before a 
Magistrate without unnecessary delay (S. Si). On the arrested person 
being so brought before the Magistrate, the Magistrate may, from 
time to time, authorize the detention of the accused either in police 
custody or in the judicial lock-up, as he thinks fit, for a term not 
exceeding fifteen days on the whole (S. 1G7). If within that period the 
investigation shows that there is not sufficient evidence or reasonable 
ground of suspicion against the accused, he should be released by the 
investigating officer on taking security for appearance before the 
Magistrate if and when he is required (s. 169). If within that period 

8. (’06) 4 Gri L Jour 78 (79) : 190G Pun Re No 6 Cr, Browne v. Chanda Singh. 
(’22) AIR 1922 All 184 (184) : 23 Cri L Jour 243, Beedlia v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 441 (442) : 3G Cri L Jour 101, Qulab Singh v. Indar Singh. 
(A fortiori no costs can be ordered in such enses against the co-aceused who is 
present but applies for adjournment.) 

9. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 470 (472) : 56 Bom 536 : 33 Cr. L. J. 802, Sorahji Shroff 
v. Erachshaw. (Application for transfer — No order for costs should be made.) 

See also S. 52G Note 19. 

10. (’02) 1902 All W N 59 (60), King-Emperor v. Clihabraj Singh. 

(’33) 1933 Mad W N 878 (879), Rajanna v. Emperor. (Refusal to hear appeal for 
non-payment of costs is not proper.) 

11. (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 235 (236) : 38 Cr. L. J. 119 : SOS. L. R. 357, Jclhanand 
.v. Tahilram. 

Note 15a 

1. (’34) 1934 Mad W N 100 (102), Papi Naidu v. Gangu Naidu. ' ■ 

See also S. 256 Note 11. 

Note 16 

1. (’67) 2 Weir 409 (409), (Prisoner must be present atthetime of recommitment.) 1 
[See (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 614 (615, G16): 26 Cr.L.J. 68, Bholanatli Das v. Emperor .] 
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the investigation shows tliat there is such evidence or if the period 
expires without tho investigation having been completed, the accused 
must he forwarded, subject to the provisions as to bail, to tho Magistrate 
empowered to take cognizance of the offence upon a police-report 
(s. 170). If the latter also receives along with the accused a police-report 
under S. 173, ho can take cognizance of the offenco on such report and 
if necessary remand the accused to custody for fifteen days at a time 
for the purpose of obtaining further evidence or for other reasonable 
cause (s. Oil). If owing to tho investigation not having been completed 
a final report is not sent with the accused under S. 173, the Magistrate 
should release the accused. He caimol order a remand in such a case . 2 
The High Court of Allahabad lias, however, in the undermentioned 
ease , 2 held that S. 170 applies only to cases where the investigation lias 
not been completed and further, that oven where the accused is sent 
up under that section without any report under s. 173, tho Magistrate 
can order a remand of the accused under this section and is not bound 
to release him. It is submitted that this view cannot be accepted as 
correct. This section clearly applies only where the Magistrate has 
taken cognizance of the offence and this he could do only on a police- 
report or in tho other modes referred to in S. 190. In the absence, 
therefore, of a police-report or the other things referred to in S. 190 
tho Magistrate could not act, and there being no subsisting order 
for detention, the accused must be released. 

17. Distinction between detention under section 167 and 
under section 344. 

(1) Section 107 applies to detention of accused persons during police 
investigation. This section applies to detention after police 
investigation and before or pending inquiry or trial . 1 Thus, where 
a Magistrate, having ordered the accused to bo detained for a period 
of less than fifteen days, thinks no further detention is necessary 
and sends him to a Magistrate having jurisdiction, a remand by 
the latter Magistrate will be one under this section and not under 
section 1G7. 10 

(2) The maximum period of detention under S. 1G7 can be only fifteen 
days. The period of detention under this section cannot exceed 
fifteen days at a time though the sum total of tho periods of 
detention may exceed fifteen days . 2 

2. (’24) AIR 1921 Cnl 47G (478): 51 Cal 402: 25Cr.L.J. 732, Nagcndra v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’88) 11 Mad 98 (102) : 2 Weir 142, Quccn-Emprcss v. Engadui) 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 All G17 (G19, G20): 53 All 729 : 32Cr.L.J. 1045, Emperor v.Sooba. 

Note 17 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 All G17 (G20) : 53 All 729 : 32 Cr. L.J. 1045, Emperor v.Sooba. 
la. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 251 (252, 253) : 31 S L R 494 : 39 Cr L J 10, Dhaman 

Hiranand v. Emperor. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 47G (478) : 51 Cal 402 : 25 Cr. L. .T. 732, Eagcndra v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 99(100, 101):12 Lab 435:33 Cr.L.J. 180, Bcrl’KrisHna\.Empcror, 
(’G8) 5 Bom H C R Cr 31 (33), Beg v. Surlq/a. 

(’88) 11 Mad 98 (101) : 2 Woir 142, Quccn-E/npress v. Engadu. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 614 (GIG) : 2G Cri L .Tour 68, Bholanath v. Emperor. 

(’09) 9 Or. L. J. 375 (377) : 3G Cal 1GG : 1 1. C. 738, Narcndra Lai v. Emperor . 
See also Note 20. 
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(3) A detention under section 167 may be either in police custody or in 
judicial lock-up. A detention under this section can only be in a 
judicial lock-up. 3 

(-i) A Magistrate acting under s. 167 need not be one who Las jurisdiction 
to try or commit the case. A Magistrate acting under this section 
must, however, be one who has such jurisdiction. 4 

See also Note 7 to section 167. 

18. Grounds of remand. — The words “may by a warrant 
remand” show that the Magistrate has a discretion in the matter of 
granting a remand. 1 The discretion, must, however, be a judicial one 
to be exercised in accordance with legal principles. The detention of 
an accused is not intended to be penal : its object is only to secure the 
attendance of the accused at the trial. 2 The Magistrate cannot, when 
an accused is brought before him in custody, further detain him in 
custody by remand without some reason made manifest to him either 
in the shape of sworn testimony given before him, or in some other 
form which can be put upon the record and which is sufficient to- 
justify him in sending the prisoner to prison, there to be detained for a 
period not exceeding fifteen days. 3 In Emperor v. Sooha , 4 Kendall, J., 
of the High Court of Allahabad, observed as follows : 

“ Two considerations that should influence the Court in deciding whether a 
rein and should be granted are — 

1. whether sufficient evidence has been obtained to raise a suspicion that the 
accused may have committed the oflence and it appears likely that further evidence 
may be obtained by a remand, and 

2. whether the time asked by the police for the remand is, in the circum- 
stances of the case, reasonable or not.” 

A mere expectation that after sometime by dint of enquiry some 
evidence might be obtained is not a sufficient cause for remand. It is 
only after sufficient evidence has been obtained to raise a suspicion 
that the accused may have committed an offence, that a likelihood of 


3. (’37) AIR 1937 Sind 251 (253) : 31 S L R 494 : 39 Cr. L. J. 10, Dhaman v. Emperor . 
('02) 4 Bom L R 878 (879), In re Eama Khandu. 

(’97) 23 Bom 32 (34), In re Erishnaji Pandurang. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 99 (100,101):12 Lah 435:33 Cr.L.J. 180, Bal Krishnav.Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 353 (355, 356) : 12 Lah 604 : 32 Cr.L.J. 785, Kundan v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1121 (1130) : 54 Cal 218 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1201 (FB), Muhammad 
Suleman v. Emperor. 

4 . (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 476 (478) : 51 Cal 402 : 25 Cr. L. J. 732, Nagendrav. Emperor - 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 614 (616) : 26 Cri L Jour 68, Bholanaih v. Emperor. 

Note 18 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 All 617 (620).: 53 All 729 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1045, Emperor Sooba*. 

2. (’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 409 (412) : 36 Cal 174:1 1 C 910, JaminiMullickv. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 53 (55) : 27 Cri L Jour 1063, Tularam v. Emperor. 

3. (’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 23 (30) : 11 Beng L R App 8, Abdul Kadir Khan v. 
Magistrate of Purneah. 

(’87) 11 Mad 98 (102, 103) : 2 Weir 142, Queen-Empress v. Engadu. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Lah 230 (243) ; 35 Cri L Jour 1180, Jahangiri Lai v. Emperor.. 
(Duty to allow time for counsel to appear and argue matter before him.) 

4 . (’31) AIR 1931 All 617 (621) : 53 All 729 : 32 Cr. L. J. 1045. 
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obtaining further evidence will be a reasonable cause for remand. 5 
Where some evidence was available but it appeared to the Magistrate 
necessary to defer the examination so that the inquiry might be 
continuous, a further remand was held justified. 0 Similarly, where it 
was proved by an affidavit that there was a conspiracy and it was also 
proved by sufficient evidence that the accused were members of that 
conspiracy, it was held that the Magistrate was justified in keeping 
them in custody for such period as appeared to him to be reasonable. 7 
But where the complainant and his witnesses were not validly bound 
over to appear and did not appear on the date of the enquiry, it was 
held that a detention of the accused was not justified. 8 A remand for 
the purpose of getting a confession from the accused is most improper. 9 

Where, after one remand the accused is brought up and a further 
remand is asked for, some direct evidence of his guilt should be required 
to justify his further detention, and with each remand the necessity 
for producing such evidence increases. 10 

In the undermentioned case 11 it was held by the High Court of 
•Calcutta that the language of sub-s.(l) shows that where the Magistrate 
properly directs a postponement, he has unfettered discretion to remand 
the accused to custody. It was further held that even assuming that 
there must be reasonable cause, not only for the order of postponement 
but for the order of remand, the explanation to the section describes 
only one typo of reasonable cause and there may be reasonable cause 
for a remand even though the circumstances do not fall under the 
terms of the explanation. 

19. Remand in absence of accused. — A remand cannot be 
granted in the absence of the prisoner. As has been seen already, the 
use of the word ‘remand’ shows that a prisoner is brought up under 
custody and is re-committed to custody. 1 

'5. (’7G) 25 Suth W R Or S (8), In rc Zuliuruddccn Hossein. (17SutkW R Or -55, 
followed.) 

(’.72) 1872 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 21 (23), Khuda Balehsh v. Crown. 

6. (’83) G Mad 63 (67), ManicJcam JMudali v. Queen. (Reasonable ground not 
supported by sworn testimony is sufficient for remand.) 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 752 (753) : 34 Cr. L. J. 1194, Sundar Bam v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate properly directing postponement 1ms unfettered discretion to remand 
accused to custody.) 

8. (’69) 11 Sutk W R Cr 47 (48), Qiicen v. Pooran Jalaha. 

See also S. 170 Note 6, 

9. (’86) 2 Weir 414 (415). 

10. (’15) AIR 1915 Nag 28 (29) : 16 Cri L Jour 705: 11 Nag L R 162, Ahamadali 
v. Emperor. 

• (’83) 6 Mad 69 (70), Ponnusiuami Chctty v. Queen. 

See also S. 497 Note 5. 

11. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 752 (753) : 34 Cri L Jour 1194, • Bam v. Emperor. 

(For instance, a remand would be proper; where there is a strong prima facie 
case against the accused, but it is impossible to proceed with the inquiry owing 
to the unavoidable absence of a witness though the explanation may not cover 
such a case.) 


Note 19 
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20. Period of detention. — There is no limit set to the total 
period of a series of orders of remand under this section 1 provided no 
single order of remand exceeds fifteen days at a time r An accused is 
entitled to have the evidence against him recorded as early as possible 3 
and the fact that there may be a large body of evidence forthco mi ng 
against him is not a good ground for detention for an inordinate 
period. 4 

Where no evidence of an incriminating nature was forthcoming 
even after the remand for six weeks, a further detention was held 
not justified. 6 But in a conspiracy case where considerable time is 
required to collect evidence, detention for a period of three months 
was held good. 0 

21. “ By a warrant.” — A warrant for further detention of an 
accused should bo a warrant of commitment directed to some jailor or 
other person having authority to receive and keep prisoners. The 
warrant must state that the prisoner is charged with some particular 
offence. 1 

22. Magistrate’s liability for unreasonable detention. — 

A Magistrate who, without reasonable cause and without good faith 
delays proceeding with the trial of persons whom ho keeps in jail, will 
be liable to an action in damages notwithstanding the Judicial Officers’ 
Protection Act, xvn of 1850. 1 


Compounding offences. 345 . •('. 1 ) The offences punishable 
under the sections of the Indian Penal Code specified 
in the first two columns of the table next following 

* Code of 1898, original S. 345. 

Compounding offences. 345. (2) The offences punishable under the sections 


Note 20 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 All 617 (620):53 All 729:32 Cri L Jour 1045, Emperor v. Sooba. 

2. (’21) 22 Cri L Jour 669 (671) : 63 I. C. 461 (Lab), Wadhawa v. Emperor. 
(’68) 5 Bom H C R Or 31 (33), Beg. v. Surlcya. 

See also Note 17. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 476 (478):51 Cal 402:25 Or. L.J. 732 ,Nagendra v. Emperor. 
[See (’02) 26 Bom 552 (557) : 4 Bom L R 276, In the matter of Lakshman 
Qovind. (Complainant by omitting to take out summons cannot keep case bang, 
ing over a man for indefinite time.)] 

4. (’83) 6 Mad 63 (67), Manickam Mudali v. Queen. 

5. (’08) 9 Cr. L. J. 409 (412) : 36Call74 : 1 I. C. 9 10, J amini Mullick v. Emperor. 
(’70) 13 Sutb W R Cr 27 (32) : 5 Beng L R 274, Queen v. Surendro Nath. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 476 (479) : 51 Cal 402:25 Cr. L J. 732, Nagendra v. Emperor. 

6. (’31) AIR 1931 All 617 (621):53 All 729:32 Cri L Jour 1045, Emperor v. Sooba. 

Note 21 

1, (’70) 13 Sutb W R Cr 1 (5):4 Beng L R App 1, In the matter of Mohesh Chunder. 

Note 22 

1. (’69) 11 Sutb W R Cr 19 (20), Queen v. Sahoo, . . 
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Section 355 


may be compounded by the persons mentioned in 

of the Indian Penal Code described in the first two columns of the table nest 


following may be compounded by tbe persons mentioned in the third column of 
that table : — 


Offence, 


Sections 
of I.P.C. 
applicable. 


Persons by whom offence 
may be compounded. 


Uttering words, etc., with deliberate in- 

298 

tent to wound the religious feelings of 
any person 

323, 334 

Causing hurt 

Wrongfully restraining or confining any 

341, 342 

person 


Assault or use of criminal force 

352, 355, 
358 

Unlawful compulsory labour 

374 

Mischief, when the only loss or damage 

426, 427 

caused is loss or damage to a private 
person 

4471 

L 

Criminal trespass 

House-trespass ... 

448 J 

Criminal breach of contract of service ... 

490, 491, 
492 

Adultery 

4971 

Enticing or taking away or detaining with 

498 V 

a criminal intent a married woman 

J 

Defamation 

500 \ 

Printing or engraving matter knowing it 

501 

to be defamatory 


Sale of printed or engraved substance con- 

502 ' 

taining defamatory matter, knowing it 


to contain such matter 


Insult intended to provoke a breach of 

504 

the peace 

606 

Criminal intimidation, except when the 


offence is punishable with imprison- 
ment for seven years 


The person whose religious 
feelings are intended to 
be wounded. 

The person to whom the 
hurt is caused. 

The person restrained or 
confined. 

The person assaulted or to 
whom criminal force is 
used. 

The person compelled to 
labour. 

The person to whom the 
loss or damage is caused. 

The person in possession 
of the property tres- 
passed upon. 

The person with whom the 
offender has contracted. 

The husband of the woman. 


The person defamed. 


The person insulted. 
The person intimidated. 


(2) The offences of causing hurt and grievous hurt, punishable under S. 324, 
S. 325, S. 335, S. 337 or S. 33S of the Indian Penal Code, may, with the permission 
of the Court before which any prosecution for such offence is pending, be compounded 
by the person to whom the hurt has been caused. 

(3) When any offence is compoundable under this section, the abetment of 
such offence or an attempt to commit such offence (when such attempt is itself an 
offence) may be compounded in like manner. 

(4) When the person who would otherwise be competent to compound an 
offence under this section is a minor, an idiot or a lunatic, any person competent 
to contract on his behalf may. compound such offence. 

(5) When the acoused has been committed for trial or when he has been 
convicted and an appeal is pending, no composition for the offence shall be allowed 
without the leave of the Court to which he is committed, or, as the case may be, 
before which the appeal is to be heard. 

(6) The composition of an offence under this section shall have'the effect_of 
an acquittal of the accused. 

(7) No offence shall be compounded except as provided by this section. 

1882 : S. 345; 1872 : S. 188; 1861— Nil. 
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the third column of that table : — 


Section 345 


Offence. 

Sections 
of I.P.C. 
applicable. 

Persons by whom offence 
may be compounded. 

Uttering words, etc., with deliberate 

29S 

The person whose reli- 

intent to wound the religious 


gious feelings are in- 

feelings of any person 


tended to be wounded. 

Causing hurt 

323, 334 

The person to whom 


the hurt is caused. 

Wrongfully restraining or confining 

341, 342 

The person restrained 

any person 


or confined. 

Assault or use of criminal force ... 

352, 355, 

The person assaulted 


353 

or to whom criminal 
force is used. 

Unlawful compulsory labour 

374 

The person compelled 



to labour. 

Mischief- when the only loss or 

| 426, 427 

The person to whom 

damage caused is loss or damage 


the loss or damage is 

to a private person 

i 

caused. 

Criminal trespass 

447 


The person in posses- 


{ 


sion of the property 

House trespass 

448 j 


trespassed upon. 

Criminal breach of contract of 

490, 491, 

The person with whom 

service 

492 

the offender has con- 
tracted. 

Adultery 

497 ' 

L 

The husband of the 

Enticing or taking away or detaining 

493 

i 

woman. 

with criminal intent a married 



woman 



Defamation 

500 



Printing or engraving matter, know- 

501 


The person defamed. 

ing it to be defamatory 

Sale of printed or engraved substance 

502 J 



containing defamatory matter, 
knowing it to contain such matter 

1 

The person insulted. 

Insult intended to provoke a breach 

504 

of the peace 

Criminal intimidation except when 

506 

The person intimidated. 

- the offence is punishable with 


imprisonment for seven years 
■Act caused by making a person 

508 

The person against 

believe that he will be an object 


whom the offence was 

of divine displeasure 


committed. 


(2) The offences punishable under the sections 
of the Indian Penal Code specified in the first two 
columns of the table nest following may, with the 
permission of the Court before which any prosecution 
for such offence is pending, be compounded by the 
persons mentioned inthe third column of that table : 



1924 


COMPOUNDING OFFENCES 


[CH. 24. 


Section 345 


OSence. 

Sections 
of I.P.O. 
applicable. 

Persons by whom offence 
may be compounded. 

Voluntarily causing hurt by danger- 
ous weapons or means 

824 

The person to whom 
hurt is caused. 

Voluntarily causing grievous hurt... 

325 

Ditto. 

Voluntarily causing grievous hurt 
on grave and sudden provocation 

335 

Ditto. 

Causing hurt by doing an act so 

337 

Ditto. 

rashly and negligently as to 
endanger human life or the per- 
sonal safety of others 



Causing grievous hurt by doing an 
act so rashly and negligently as 
to endanger human life or the 
personal safety of others 

338 

Ditto. 

Wrongfully confining a person for 
three days or more 

343 

The person confined. 

Wrongfully confining a person in 
secret 

346 

Ditto. 

Assault or criminal force in attempt- 
ing wrongfully to confine a person 

357 

The person assaulted or 
to whom the force was 
used. 

Dishonest misappropriation of 

property 

403 

The owner of the pro- 
perty misappropriated. 

Cheating 

417 

The person cheated. 

Cheating a person whose interest 
the offender was bound, by law 
or by legal contract, to protect 

418 

Ditto. 

Cheating by personation 

419 

Ditto. • 

Cheating and dishonestly inducing 
delivery of property or the mak- 
ing, alteration or destruction of a 
valuable security 

420 

Ditto. 

Mischief by injury to work of irri- 
gation by wrongfully diverting 
water when the only loss or 
damage caused is loss or damage 
to a private person 

430 

The person to whom 
the loss or damage is 
caused. 

House-trespass to commit an offence 
(other ’than theft) punishable 
with imprisonment 

451 

The person in posses- 
sion of the house 
trespassed upon. 

Using a false trade or property mark 

482 

The person to whom loss 
or injury is caused by 
such use. 

Counterfeiting a trade or property 
mark used by another 

483 

The person whose trade 
or property mark is 
counterfeited. 

Knowingly selling, or exposing or 
possessing for sale or for trade or 
manufacturing purpose, goods 
marked with a counterfeit trade 
or property mark 

486 

Ditto. 

Marrying again during the lifetime 
of a husband or wife 

494 

The husband or wife of 
the persons so marrying. 
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Offence. 

Sections 
of I.P.C. 
applicable. 

Persons by whom offence 
may be compounded. 

Uttering words or sounds or mak- 
ing gestures or exhibiting any 
object intending to insult the 
modesty of a woman or intruding 
upon th8 privacy of a woman 

509 

The woman whom it is 
intended to insult or 
whose privacy is in- 
truded upon. 


(3) When any offence is compoundable under 
this section, the abetment of such offence or an attempt 
to eornmit such offence (when such attempt is itself 
an offence) may be compounded in like manner. 


(4) When the person who would otherwise be 
competent to compound an offence under this section 
is under the age of eighteen years or is an idiot or 
a lunatic, any person competent to contract on his 
behalf may with the permission of the Court compound 
such offence. 


(5) When the accused has been committed for 
trial or when he has been convicted and an appeal is 
pending, no composition for the offence shall be 
allowed without the leave of the Court to which he is 
committed, or, as the case may be, before which the 
appeal is to be heard. 

(5 A) A High Court acting in the exercise of its 
powers of revision under section 439 may allow any 
person to compound any offence which he is competent 
to compound under this section. 

(6) The composition of an offence under this 
section shall have the effect of an acquittal of the 
accused with whom the offence has been compounded. 

(7) No offence shall be compounded except as 
provided by this section. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and principle. 

3. Withdrawal and composition 

compared. 

4. What amounts to composition. 

5. The offence must be compound- 

able. 

6. Consideration. 

7. Free will is necessary. 

8. Compoundable offences. 

9. Who can compound. 

10. Minor. 

11. Composition under sub-sec- 

tion (1). 


12. Compositions under sub-sec- 

tion (2). 

13. Proof of composition. 

14. Stage at which a compounding 

may be effected. 

15. Composition after committal or 

conviction. 

16. High Court’s powers in revision. 

17. Rescission of compromise. 

18. Effect of compromise. 

19. Sub-section (7). 

20. Civil suit. 

21. Procedure in non-compound- 

able cases where injured party 
declines to prosecute. 


Section 355 
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Note 1 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Accused sent up by police. See Note 11. 
All circumstances to be considered 
before sanction. See Note 12. 
Arbitration — when composition. See 
Note 4. 

Compensation to complainant. See 
Notes 12 and 18. 

Composition — Subsequent sanction of. 
See Note 12. 

Composition — What is. See Note 4. 
Compromise after remand. See Note 15. 
Composition and subsequent prosecu- 
tion under S. 211. See Note 18. 
Composition in Court not needed! See 
Note 11. 

Composition in respect of some offences 
only. See Note 18. 

Composition with some accused only. 
See Note 18. 

“Compound” — Meaning. See Note 3. 
Compoundability — At what stage. See 
Notes 5 and 18. 

Compoundable and non-compoundable 
offences charged together. See Note 5. 
Court functus officio after compromise. 
See Note 11. 

Court to sanction. See Note 12. 

Enquiry into factum of compromise. 
See Notes 12 and 13. 

Filing compromise — No reduction of 
sentence. See Note 12. 

Frivolous or vexatious complaint not to 
be considered after compromise. See 
Note 11. 

Incomplete arrangement — Not compo- 
sition. See Note 4. 

Mistake in summons as non-compound- 
able. See Note 5. 

No delay after compromise. See Note 11. 


No need to enquire into authority to 
compound. See Note 9. 

No option to Court under sub-section (1). 
See Note 11. 

No reference to District Magistrate or 
police. See Note 12. 

Non-applicability to other laws. See 
Note 2. 

No withdrawal of warrant-cases. See 
Note 3. 

No withdrawal of non-compoundable 
offences. See Note 5. 

Non-compoundable offence changed into 
compoundable one on appeal. See 
Note 5. 

Offence under S. 143, I. P. C., and 
another offence. See Note 8. 

Offence under S. 147, I. P. C. See 
Note 8. 

Offence under S. 24, Cattle Trespass Act, 
and offence under S. 323, 1. P. C. See 
Note 8. 

Onus of proof of composition. See 
Note 13. 

Police cannot withdraw complaint. See 
Note 12. 

Eecord of reasons for sanction. See 
Note 12. 

Eejeetion of sanction on improper 
grounds. See Note 12. 

Eesiling from compromise. See Notes 4 
12 and 17. 

Section complete in itself. See Notes 2, 
19 and 5. 

Settlement in future — Not composition. 
See Note 4. 

Settlement of non-compoundable case. 
See Notes 5 and 18. 

Stifling prosecution. See Notes 2 and 5. 

Substance and not form of petition. See 
Note 3. 


1, Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1861 and 1872 — 

The Code of 1861 contained no provision such as that found 
in this section aud it was not settled whether there might be a 
compromise in a criminal case. 1 

Section 188 of the Code of 1872 provided that in the case of 
offences which may laiofully be compounded, injured persons may- 
compound the offences out of Court or in Court with the permission 
of the Court. What those offences were “which "may lawfully be 
compounded,” were not mentioned in the section; for that information 
one had to refer to the exception to S. 214, Penal Code. 

Difference between the Codes of 1872 and 1882 — 

Section 345 of the Code of 1882 gave a tabulated list that was 
intended to be exhaustive of the offences that were compoundable. The 
Code also, for the first time, introduced a distinction between offences 


Section 345 — Note 1 

1. (’12) 40 Gal 113 (117) : 15 Ind Cas 259 (259), Majibar Rahman y.MuTctashed. 
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compoundable with the permission of the Court and those compoundahle 
without such permission. In keeping with this amendment to the 
Procedure Code and almost simultaneously with it, an amendment 
was made to S.214, Penal Code, hy Act vm of 1882, substituting for the 
original exception, referred to above, the exception that now finds place 
in the section, reading thus : "The provisions of Ss. 218 and 214 do not 
extend to any case in which the offence may lawfully be compounded.” 

Changes introduced in 1898 — 

Sub -section (5) was newly added. 

Amendments introduced hy Act XVIII of 1923 — 

(1) Section 503, Penal Code, was added to the list of offences com- 
poundable without leave of Court. 

(2) The present sub-s. (2) was substituted for the original sub-section 
thus enlarging the list of offences compoundable with the leave of 
Court under sub-s. (2). 

(3) Sub-section (4) was amended by substituting the words "under the 
age of eighteen years or is” for the words “a minor,” thus making 
it clear that the ago of majority is eighteen years. (There was a 
doubt regarding this before — See Note 10.) The leave of the Court 
in the case of composition on behalf of persons under disability 
has also been made a necessary condition. 

(4) Sub-section (5A) was newly added. (See Note 16.) 

(5) Sub-section (6) has been amended by adding the words "with whom 
the offence has been compounded” at the end so as to make it clear 
that the effect of a composition is to acquit only the accused with 
whom the offence has been compounded thereby setting at rest the 
controversy on this point also. See Note 18. 

2. Scope and principle. — The law makes a difference between 
various classes of offences and allows compromise in some and no 
compromise in others. 1 Competence to accept satisfaction for wrong 
done to oneself which follows from the general rule of freedom of 
transactions is subject to limitations, those limitations corresponding 
generally with classes of wrongs in which, though a personal injury 
is sustained, a civil suit is not allowed, or is allowed only after the 
public interest has been satisfied. In such a case, the institution of a 
prosecution is a duty which cannot be neglected in consideration of 
any private advantage. 2 

The principle of English law is that the composition of an 
offence is illegal if the offence is one of public concern, but lawful if 
the offence is of a private nature and for which damages may be 
recovered in a civil action. This principle was adopted in this country 
also, but there was, before the Code of 1882, an uncertainty as to what 
exactly were the cases which were compoundable. 3 


Note 2 

1. (’98) 3 Cal WN5 (5), Aviir Khan v. Amirjan. 

2. (’76) 1 Bom 147 (151) (FB), Reg. v. Rahimal. 

3. (’76) 1 Bom 147 (148, 149) (FB), Reg. v. Rahimat. 
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The tabulation of offences in this section now removes all 
uncertainty 4 and must be taken as a complete guide and test on the 
matter.‘ la The policy of the Legislature adopted in this section is that 
in the case of certain minor offences, where the interests of the public 
are not vitally affected, the complainant should be permitted to come 
to terms with the party against whom he complains, the offences being 
specified in the section. 5 "Where an offence with which a particular 
person is charged is compoundable, he is at liberty to come to a 
settlement with the prosecution and the settlement so arrived at 
cannot be considered to be one, the consideration for which is illegal. 0 
Where a case has once been brought to Court and the parties have 
adjusted the matter between themselves lawfully, it cannot be said 
that they are hushing up the matter. 7 

The provisions of the section are not limited to cases wherein the 
accused pleads guilty. Such a view would limit the scope of the section 
to those comparatively few cases in which the accused is advised that 
defence would be hopeless. 8 

The section does not apply to offences punishable under laws 
other than the Penal Code. a 

3. Withdrawal and composition compared. — An act of 
compounding is different from the withdrawal of a complaint made to 
a Magistrate. A withdrawal must be by intimation to the Magistrate 
and the complainant is required to satisfy the Magistrate that there 
are sufficient grounds for permitting him to withdraw it. 1 A withdrawal 
is permissible in all summons-cases. Composition is only permitted in 
respect of specified offences some of which are summons-cases and others 
not, the offences being mentioned in this section. Again, withdrawal is 
the act of one party to the proceeding, viz., the complainant, whereas 
the composition of an offence obviously requires the co-operation of 
both parties. Permission is necessary in the case of withdrawal, because 
it is the act of one party alone. Complainants otherwise would be at 
liberty to bring frivolous and vexatious complaints and withdraw them 
calmly when they have caused the accused enough of annoyance and 
degradation. There is no such abuse of process to be guarded against 
in a composition, it being the act of both the parties. 2 Withdrawals 

4. (’12) 8 Nag L R 97 (105): 1G Ind Cas 555 (559), Eislian Lai v. Avian Singh. 
4a. (’13) 14 Or.L.J. 292 (293): 6 Sind L R 284: 19 I C 948, Impcrator v. Mulo. 
(’94) 1894 Rat 699 (699, 700), Queen-Empress v. Naran. 

(’04) 28 Bom 326 (328): 6 Bom L R 73, JDalsulchram v. Charles De Brctton. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 166 (166, 167) : 45 Bom 346 : 22 Cri L Jour 55, Emperor 
v. Alibhai Abdul. (Several accused — Composition with only one is legal — Case 
can proceed against the others.) 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 196 (198): 4 Luck 669, Saktay Sah v. Mahadin. 

7. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 512 (512): 31 Cr.L.J. 607, Singhcswar Prasadv.AliHasan, 

8. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 228 (228, 229) : 2 Sind L R 16, Emperor v. Lilaram. 

9. (’84) Oudh Sel Cas No. 78, Queen-Empress v. Ounbar. 

Note 3 

1. (’94) 21 Cal 103 (113), Murray v. Empress. 

2. (’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 35 (36), Empress v. Khusltali Bam. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 595 (596): 5 Lah 239: 25 Cr.L.J. 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 191G Pat 200 (201): 18 Cri L Jour 107 (109), Bay an Ali v. Emperor. 
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are confined to summons-eases ; warrant-cases cannot be withdrawn. 3 
A. complaint can be withdrawn only by the complainant, who may 
not necessarily be the person injured. 4 The word “compound” means 
to withdraw for a consideration, and not merely to withdraw. 5 See 
also section 248 Note 3. 

Whether a petition is one for withdrawal or compromise, is to be 
judged from the fact whether the accused consented to it or not. The 
substance and not merely the form of the petition should be considered . 0 
When the complainant put in a petition before the Court not asking 
for permission to withdraw but saying that he did withdraw against 
one of the accused as there had been an apology, and he wished the 
case to proceed only against the other accused, it was held that it was 
not a case of mere withdrawal but was one of composition ; 7 and where 
the complainant wrote out and gave to the accused a document as 
follows : “This is to say that Mr. John came to me and offered an 
unconditional apology; I beg to withdraw the case against him”, the 
document was held to mean that the offence was compounded and not 
merely withdrawn . 8 It is open to the Magistrate to question the 
complainant to satisfy himself whether an application is in fact one 
for composition or for withdrawal . 9 

4. What amounts to composition. — A composition is an 
arrangement or settlement of differences between tbe injured party and 
the person against whom the complaint is made . 1 A mere application 
by the complainant for permission to withdraw the case because his 
witnesses had turned round is not a composition of the offence . 2 

The compounding of an offence supposes an arrangement whereby 
the parties have settled their differences and not a mere arrangement 
to settle their disputes in future as the result of some action either 
by themselves or third parties . 3 An incomplete arrangement will not 
amount to an actual acquittal within the meaning of the law . 4 

Pending a criminal case, the parties entered into an agreement 
referring their disputes to arbitration. No arbitration took place, but 
it was argued that the very signing of the muchliJca, for reference to 
arbitrators amounted to a composition. It was held, however, that the 
muchlilca was only one step towards the composition and that there 

3. (’89) 1889 Eat 461 (461), Queen-Empress v. Lilladhur. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 410 (411) : 51 Bom 512 : 28 Cri L Jour 581, Dajiba Ramji 
v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 595 (596): 5 Lab 239: 25 Cr.L.J. 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 

4. (’78) 2 Bom 653 (653), In re Muse AH Adam. 

5. (’92-96) 1 IJpp Bur Rul 219 (220), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Gaung. 

6. (’24) AIR 1924 Lab 595 (598): 5 Lab 239: 25 Cr.L.J. 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 

7. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 595 (597,598): 5 Lab 239: 25 Cr.L.J. 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 

8. (’23) AIR 1923 All 474 (476): 45 All 145 : 24 Cr. L. J. 758, John v. Emperor. 

9. (’16) AIR 1916 Pat 200 (201, 202): 18 Cr.L.J. 107 [109), BayanAliv. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 166 (167) : 45 Bom 346:22 Cr.L.J. 55, Emperor v. Alibhai. 

2. (’02) 4 Bom L R 718 (720), Emperor v. Asmal Hasan. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1211 (1212):26 Cr.L.J. 1594, Eamalingav. Varadarajulu. 

4. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 879 (881) : 41 Mad 685 : 19 Cri L Jour 359, Kumarasamy 
Chctty v. Euppitsami Ohetty. 


Section 355 
Notes 3-4 



1930 


COMPOUNDING OFFENCES 


[CH. 24. 


Section 355 
Notes 5-5 


would have been a composition only if the viuchlilca had been carried 
out and an award had been arrived at according to its terms . 5 6 

A Magistrate is not bound to recognise a reference to arbitration 
and wait for the award, but it will be reasonable for him to do so. If he, 
however, chooses to wait and there is an award, the award may amount 
to a composition . 0 Where parties entered into a sort of compromise 
previously before a muktear to whom the case had been sent for local 
inquiry, but on the records being sent to the Magistrate both parties 
resiled from the agreement, and then on the Magistrate’s summoning 
the accused the latter sought to have the so-called compromise 
recognised, it was held that he could not take advantage of the 
compromise previously entered into before the local enquiry officer . 7 

As to the effect of an agreement to be bound by the evidence on 
oath of a certain witness, see the undermentioned case . 8 

5. The offence must be compoundable. — It is against public 
policy to compound a non-compoundable offence . 1 The Legislature has 
laid down in this section the test for determining the classes of offences 
which concern individuals only as distinguished from those which have 
reference to the interests of the State, and Courts of law cannot go 
beyond that test and substitute for it one of their own . 2 It is the duty 
of a criminal Court to refuse to allow the withdrawal of the prosecution 
if the case is non-compoundable . 3 

A Magistrate should consider all the circumstances and make up 
his mind that only a compoundable offence- is proved before he allows 
a compounding . 4 Where the evidence taken by a Magistrate clearly 
disclosed a non-compoundable offence, it was held that he had.no 
authority to allow the offence to be compounded and in doing so had 
usurped jurisdiction not vested in him . 5 See also the undermentioned 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1211(1211):26 Cr.L.J. 1594, Ramalingav.Varadarajulu. 
[See also (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 266 (267) : 26 Cri L Jour 1584, Srish Chandra v. 

Abani Rath. (Agreement to refer disputes to arbitration is not final settlement 
which the Court is bound to accept.)) 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1211 (1212):26 Cr.L.J. lodi, Ramalingax. Yaradarajulu. 
[Sec however (’29) AER 1929 Lah 394 (395), Malka v. Sardar. (A criminal com- 
plaint cannot be referred to arbitration and therefore the award following it 
cannot be made a rule of a civil Court.)) 

7. (’18) 22 Cal W N clxxii {clxxii), Ananda Chandra v. Chandra Mohan. 

8. (’88) 13 Bom 389 (391), Queen-Empress v. MurarjiGolculdas. (Procedure under 
Oaths Act, Ss. 8 to 11 does not apply to criminal proceedings, the reason being 
that in such proceedings the complainant or the accused is not a party within the 
meaning of S. 8 of the said Act.) 

Note 5 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 59 (63) : 53 Cal 51, Dwijondranath v. Oopiram. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 305 (305):52 Bom 693, Alimad Hassan v. Hassan Mahomed, 
(’18) 22 Cal \Y N clxxii (clxxii), Ananda Chandra v. Chandra Mohan. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Ah 456 (45S), Sadho Eandu v. Mt. Jinha Kuer. 

(’12) 40 Cal 113 (117, 118) : 15 Ind Cas 259(260), RujebarRahmanx.Mulitashed. 

2. (’0-4) 28 Bom 326 (328) : 6 Bom L R 73, Dalsukhram v. Charles Do Brctlon. 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 278 (279) : 17 Oudh Cas 213, Bachman Das v. Rarain 

4. (’94) 1894 Rat 699 (700), Queen-Empress v. Raran. 

(’03) 16 C P L R 178 (179), Sitaram v. Hiralal. 

(1900-02) I Low Bur Rul 349 (349), Crown v. Eonoo. 

5. (’02) 4 Bom L R 718 (720), Emperor v. Asmal Hasan. 

(1900) 2 Weir 151 (151), In re Abdul Ally Sahib. 
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cases . 6 The withdrawal from the prosecution in a case in which the 
offence charged is non-compoundable has not the effect of an acquittal ; 7 
and an agreement entered into between the complainant and the 
accused for the refund of money embezzled by the latter was not 
allowed to be pleaded as a bar of prosecution for the offence . 8 

To determine whether a case is compoundable or not, the offence 
with the commission of which the accused were charged in the 
complaint or with which the Court charged them should be looked 
into . 0 Where the offence, so far as was then known, believed and 
alleged, was punishable under section 323, it was held that the compo- 
sition was legal . 10 If a complaint alleges circumstances constituting 
a compoundable offence, as also other circumstances alleging a non- 
compoundable offence, it has to be seen what are the essential 
circumstances . 11 

The question of a case being compoundable or not must be decided 
with reference to the state of facts existing at the date of the appli- 
cation to compound. It is not possible for the Court to see what the 
ultimate result of the case will be . 12 Where a Magistrate allowed the 
non-compoundable offence of rioting to be compounded upon a mere 
surmise, based on no evidence, that the case might in the end turn 
out to be one of a compoundable offence, it was held that he had no 
such power . 13 

Though the complainant accuses a person of a compoundable 
as well as of a non-compoundable offence, if the Magistrate issues 
a summons to the accused for the compoundable offence alone, 
a composition may be effected . 14 Conversely, if in the trial of a 
compoundable offence, an offence which is not compoundable is by 
oversight mentioned in the summons, it does not deprive the parties 
of their right to compound . 16 

Where a person was convicted of a non-compoundable offence but 
on appeal was acquitted of that but the appellate Court considered 
that he should bo convicted of a compoundable offence of which he 
had not been tried by the Magistrate, it was held that he should be 
allowed an opportunity of compounding the offence, if he could, before 

6. (’87) 1887 Rat 331 (332), Queen-Empress v. Dliondi. 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 30 Cr, p. 82 (82), Empress v. Rahim Bakhsh. 

(’71-74) 7 Mad H G R App xssiv (xsxiv.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 545 (546) : 20 Cri L Jour 552, Guru Prasad v. Ajodhya Nath. 
(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 77 (78):18 I. 0. 413:37 Bom 369, Emperor v. Ranclihod Bawla, 

7 . (’88) 1888 Rat 391 (392), Queen-Empress v. Moti Das. (Order permitting with, 
drawal amounts to an order of discharge.) 

(’75) 1 Bom 64 (66), Reg. v. Dcvama. (Do.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 240, Queen-Empress v. Po Ba. 

8. (’86) 1 Weir 462 (463), In re Ponnavibalam Pillai. 

- (’83) 1 Weir 465 (465), Zamindar of Yettiyaparam v. Ramasioami Nadan. 

9. (’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 196 (198) : 4 Luck 669, Saktay Sah v. Mahadin. 

10. (’84) 1884 All W N 13 (14), Empress v. Unkar. 

11 . (’29) AIR 1929 All 456 (458), Sadho Kandu v. Mt. Jhinka Kuer. 

12 . (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 395 (395) : 26 Gr. L. J. 1428, Mt. Rani v. Mt. Jaiwanti. 

13. (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 336 (336, 337) : 1907 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, Emperor v. Hira Singh. 

14 . (’16) AIR 1916 Cal 917 (917, 918), Mahomed Ismail v. Samad Ali. 

15 . (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 75 (75) : 22 Cri L Jour 493, Eadir Abram v. Emperor. 
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otion 355 being convicted of the same . 10 "Where this opportunity was not allowed, 
otes 5-8 the High Court allowed it in revision . 17 

6. Consideration. — The compounding of an offence signifies 
that the person against whom the offence has been committed has 
received some gratification, not necessarily of a pecuniary character, 
to act as an inducement for his desiring to abstain from a prosecution . 1 

The composition spoken of in this section is in the nature of a 
contract, but monetary consideration is not necessary . 2 3 It has even 
been suggested that a lawful composition may be effected within the 
scope of this section without the passing of any consideration, the only 
essential thing required being that some arrangement should have been 
arrived at between the parties, which settles their differences . 8 The 
Court is not concerned with the nature or value of the consideration. 
If the complainant considers that his grievance is redressed by the mere 
fact of respectable persons having intervened, though he has received 
no money payment or even a direct apology from the accused, he is, 
nevertheless, at full liberty to compound the prosecution . 4 For instance, 
where a mere apology was the consideration, see the undermentioned 
case . 5 * * 

7. Free will is necessary, — Although the provisions of the 
Contract Act may not apply, the proof of the arrangement must be 
similar to that which a Court requires for the proof of any agreement 
which is in issue, and unless it appears that the parties were free from 
influence of every kind and were fully aware of their respective rights, 
it would be impossible to give effect to a so-called arrangement or 
composition . 1 

8. Compoundable offences. — Under s. 18 S of the Code of 1872, 
which did not give a list of compoundable offences, it was held that 
the test for determining whether an offence was compoundable or not 
was that wherever a word such as “voluntarily,” "intentionally,” 
“fraudulently,” etc., was an essential part of the definition of the 
offence, it was not compoundable, but that where the offence was one 
irrespective of the intention and for which a civil action might be 
brought at the option of the persons injured, instead of criminal 
proceedings, it was compoundable . 1 


16. (1900) 3 Oudli Gas 314 (315), Girwar Singh v. Queen-Empress. 

17. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 496 (497) : 7 I. C. 539 : 13 Oudli Gas 161, Ram Sarup v. 
Emperor. 


Note 6 


1. (’94) 21 Cal 103 (112, 115), Murray v. Empress. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lali 595 (598) : 5 Lali 239 : 25 Or. L. J. 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 
(Consideration — Apology.) 

2. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 854 (855) : 16 Cr.L. J. 803 (804) : 39 Mad 946, Mahomed 
Eanni v. Inayattulla Sahib. (Consideration — To refrain from pursuing other 
case pending in which the other party was the accused.) 

3. (’96) 1896 Pan Re No. 9 Cr, p. 21 (23), Haidayat Ali v. Empress. 

4. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 228 (229) : 2 Sind L R 16, Emperor v. Lilaram. 

5. (’23) AIR 1923 All 474 (476) ; 45 All 145 : 24 Cr. L. J. 758, John v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’94) 21 Cal 103 (115), Murray v. Empress. 

Note 8 

1. (’76) 1 Bom 147 (154) (FB), Reg. v. Rahimat. 
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The essence of an offence under S. 1-iS is the combination of several 
persons united in the purpose of committing a criminal offence and 
such a combination in itself constitutes an offence distinct from the 
criminal offeneo which theso persons agree to commit. So, though the 
law may allow tho latter offence to be compounded, the effect of such 
composition is not to annul the common object charged, and the 
prosecution under s. 143 will not fall to tho ground but may bo 
proceeded with . 2 

The offence of rioting under s. 147 of the Penal Code, being an 
offence against the public tranquillity, primarily concerns the State 
more than tho individual, and that is probably one reason why 
that offence is not included by tho Legislature in the category of 
compoundablo offences . 3 

The offences of extortion and fabricating falso evidence aro not 
private disputes and neither of these offences is compoundable . 4 

An offence under S. 21 of the Cattle Trespass Act is not compound- 
able. But whore that offence was charged along with an offence under 
S. 823, Penal Code, and the parties effected a compromise in respect of 
tho latter offence, it was held that the Magistrate, if he thought fit to 
do so, was entitled to deal with the compromise ns a withdrawal of 
the complaint in respect of tho offence under tho Cattle Trespass Act, 
because a case in respect of such offence being a summons-case would 
result in an ncquittal if no evidence were adduced/’ 

See also the undermentioned cases . 0 


Cases where offence was held to be not compoundable : 

(’76) 1 Bom 147 (157) (FB), Beg. v. Rahimat. (Grievous hurt.) 

(’74) 0 N W P H C It 302 (305), Reg. v. Mudan .Mohan. (Do.) 

('93-1000) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 210, Queen-Empress v. Po Ba. (Do.) 

(’80) G Cal L B 392 (392), In the matter of Reference from the Chief Presidency 
Magistrate. (Criminal breach of trust.) 

(’74) 7 Mad II C R App xrxiv (xxxiv). (Ofkmce under S. 404.) 

(’7G) 1 Mad 191 (192), Reg. v. Mnthavan. (Enticing away a married woman.) 

(’80) 3 All 233 (284, 285), Raunah Husain v. Harhans Singh. (Offences under 
Ss. 417, 419, 405 and 4G8.) 

Cases where offences were held to be compoundablc: 

(’74) 22 Sutb W B Or 2G (27), Queen v. Gopcc Mohun. (Kidnapping.) 

(*84) Oudh Sel Cns No. 74, Queen-Empress v. Sidha. (Offences under S. 335 or 
S. 338, Penal Code.) 

(18G5) 4 Suth W B Cr 31 (31), Queen v. Smith. (Adultery.) 

(’73) 10 Bom II C B G8 (G8), Reg. v. Jclha Bhala. (Voluntarily causing hurt — 
See however (’7G) 1 Bom 147 (157) (FB), Reg. v, Rahimat.) 

2. (’23) AIE 1923 Mad 592 (592):40 Mad 257 : 24 Cr.Ii.J. 114, Ycnkanna v. Emperor. 
[See however (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 458 (459) : 20 I. C. CIS (Cal), Basircddi v. Khayrat 

Ali. (This case should be read carefully ; there is no real conflict between this 
and AIB 1923 Mad 592.)] 

3. (’07) 0 Cr. L. J. 33G (337) : 1907 Pun Be No. 11 Cr, Emperor v. Hira Singh. 

(’18) AIK 1918 Mad 494 (495) : 18 Cri L .Tour 329 (330), In re Koyassan Kutly. 

4. (’3G) AIB 193G Sind 14G (147) : 37 Cr. L. J. I08G : 30 S. L, B. 217, Yirumal 
Manganmal v. Muhammad Khan. 

5. (’19) AIB 1919 All 31 (31) : 42 All 202 : 21 Cr. L. .T. 305, Emperor v. Julua. 

6. (’87) 1887 Bat 330 (330), Empress v. Vithoba. (S. 500, latter part — Offenco 
not compoundable.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 4G2 (4G3) : 20 I. C. G22 (L B), Sarma Iyer v. Emperor. (S. 452, 
Penal Code — Not compoundable.) 

(’01) 28 Cal G52 (GG3): 5 C IV N 457 (FB), Dwarkanath v. Beni Madliab, (Offence 
of criminal breach of trust, not compoundable.) 

(’12) 16 Cal TV N coxlvi (ccslvi), Sasadhar Sanyal v. Sosheo Blmshan. (Do.) 
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Section 345 9. Who can compound. — Any person may set the criminal 

Note 9 law in motion, hut it is only the person specified in S. 345 who can 
compound the offence . 1 Hence, a husband may be a complainant when 
the offence is defamation of his wife by the imputation of unchastity 
to her but it is only the wife who is entitled to compound the offence . 2 
Similarly, in the case of the offence of abduction, though the complaint 
may have been preferred by another person, e. g., the father of the girl 
in whose custody the girl may have been at the time of the abduction, 
still it is only the husband who is competent to compound the offence . 3 

The offence of hurt can be compounded only by the person to 
whom the hurt is caused, and neither his heirs nor any other person 
can compound the offence . 4 The offence of criminal trespass can be 
compounded by the person in whose possession the property was , 5 the 
offence of wrongful restraint hy the person restrained 5 and the offence 
of wrongful confinement by the person confined . 7 

But where a person sends another man to the Court to represent 
him in filing a complaint, the Court is perfectly justified in accepting 
the latter’s statement that he desires to compound the offence with 
the assumption that he is authorized by the former to compound it, 
and under the circumstances, it is not incumbent on the Court, before 
allowing the case to be compounded and acquitting the accused, to 
make any inquiry into his authority . 8 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 209 (209) : 46 All 91 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1005, Brij Behari Lai v. 
Emperor. (S. 420, Penal Code — Compoundable.) 

(’97) 22 Bom S89 (890), In rc Moliram. (Mischief, when lo'ss or damage is caused 
to person— Compoundable.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 204 (261) : 17 Oudh Cas 18 : 15 Cr. L. J. 230, Bamphal v. 
Emperor. (Offence under S. 211, Penal Code, cannot be lawfully compounded.) 

Note 9 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 72 (73) : 38 Cr. L. J. 334 : I L R (1937) Nag 286, In rc 
Ehilawan Singh. (Wrongful confinement — Offence can be compounded only by 
person confined.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 410 (411) : 51 Bom 512 : 28 Cr. L. J. 581, Dajiba Bamji v. 
Emperor. (Complaint by wife for cheating husband — Composition by her — Com- 
position not valid so as to bar complaint by husband.) 

2. (’91) 14 Mad 379 (381) : 2 Weir 230 : 1 M L J 242, Chcllam v. Bamaswami. 
(1872-92) 1S72-92 Low Bur Rul 617, Queen-Empress v. Nga Paxi Gale. 

3. (’22) AIR 1922 Lab 177 (17S) : 23 Cr. L. J. 690, Mir Alam v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 330 (331) : 24 Cr. L. J. 780, Mahbub Ali Khan v. Emperor. 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 All 443 (443) : 37 All 419 : 16 Cr. L. J. 586, Emperor v. Bah- 
mat. (Widow of the person hurt.) 

(’92) 2 Weir 418 (418), In re Gangamma Doraxjya. (Do.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 635 (635) : 37 Mad 385, Mottai Bcddy v. Thanappa Bcddy. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 377 (378) : 18 Cr. L. J. 729, Lala v. Emperor. (Compromise 
cannot be accepted when some of the persons hurt are no parties to it.) 

. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 473 (474) : 31 All 606 : 4 I. C. 24, Emperor v. Sultan Singh. 

(Hurt caused to three persons — One dying — Survivors not competent to compro- 
mise the offence as regards the deceased.) 

5. (’95) 22 Cal 123 (130), Chandi Pcrshad v.' Evans. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 40 (40) : 24 Cr. L. J. 824, AvudayappaMudaliarx. Emperor. 
(Offence committed within the Court compound is not criminal trespass.) 

6. (’27) AIR 1927 All 375 (376) : 49 All 484 : 28 Cr. L. J. 495, Mrs. F.M.Torpey 
v. Emperor. 

7. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 72 (73) : 38 Cr. L, J. 334 : 1 L R (1937) Nag 286, In re 
Ehilawan Singh. (Accused charged for wrongful confinement of two persons — 
One person compounding his case — Acquittal of accused is illegal.) 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 All 778 (779) : 26 Cr. L. J. 98, Earbans v. Emperor. 
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40, Minor. — Sub-section (4) clearly implies that a person under 
eighteen years of ago cannot compound an offence. Previous to the 
amendment of the sub-section in 1923, the word used in the section 
was a “minor” and no reference was made to the age limit. It was 
held that the age of majority contemplated by this section was not to 
be regulated by the personal law of the party concerned and that the 
effect of this section read with S. 3 of the Indian Majority Act was 
that a person under eighteen years of ago could not lawfully compound 
the offences declared to be compoundable by this section. 1 This view 
has been given effect to by the amendment. 

A husband committed the offence of hurt against his wife, a 
minor. She, at the suggestion of her father with whom she was living, 
filed a complaint against her husband. It was held thnt the father 
of the girl was competent to compound the offence on her behalf. 2 
Where an offence is compounded on behalf of a minor under sub-s.(4), 
tho permission of the Court is necessary for such composition. 3 

11. Composition under sub-section (1). — In cases falling 
under sub-s. (l), no leave of the Court is necessary for compounding 1 
and in such cases tho Magistrate has no option but is bound to allow 
the compromise. 2 Parties are entitled to compound such offences 
unconditionally and when a razinama is filed by them, it is not for 
the Magistrate to inquire whether the complaint was frivolous or 
vexatious. 3 The mere fact that the accused has been sent up by tho 
police does not prevent the person mentioned in the third column of 
tho table from compounding the offence. 4 

Where the offence is compoundable by parties without tho leave 
of the Court, and it is so compounded, and a deed of composition is 
filed by all the parties present in Court, tho only verification necessary 
is to see whether the parties signed it and understood its contents; 
the Magistrate should not adjourn the case for verification or call for 
further proof of the compromise but should, without unnecessary 
delay, acquit the accused. 5 


[See However (’23) 24 Cr. L. J. 120 (123) : 71 1. C. 248 (250) (Pash), Bcirnam Das 
v. Sain Dass. (It is not mentioned in this case whether tho prosecution by tho 
complainant was on behalf of herself or on behalf of the husband of the girl 
abducted.] 

Note 10 

1. (’91) 1891 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 55 (59), Shib Singh v. Empress. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Nag 278 (278,279) : 30 Cri L Jour 960, Emperor v. Bhaiyalal. 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 825 (82G) : 39 Cr. L. J. 133, In rc Ponnuswamy Ayyar. 

Note 11 


1. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 825 (82G) : 39 Cr. L. J. 133, In rc Ponnuswamy Ayyar. 
(Composition under S. 345 (1) is an act of parties.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 403 (404) : 22 Cr.L.J.301, Hem Chandra v.Girindra Chandra. 

2. (’8G) 188GA1! W N 167(167), Empress v. liamgopal. (Voluntarily causing hurt.) 
(’84) 1884 All W N 256 (256), Empress v. Corrie. (Do.) 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 484, Queen-Empress v. Nga San Hla. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 638 (639) : 8 I. C. 387 : 1910 Pun Be No. 30 Cr, Emperor v. 
Sundar Singh. (Criminal trespass and causing hurt.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Bui 350 (351), Emperor v. DlicraMal. (House trespass.) 

3. (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 186 (187):10 Bom L R 1056, In re Harkisan Das Haridas. 

4. (’84) 10 Cal 551 (553), Queen-Empress v, Nawabjan. 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 All 409 (410):52 All 254:31 Cr.L.J. 1215, Jhangtaov. Emperor. 
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Where the Court has drawn up a charge of an offence compound- 
able without the sanction of the Court and after this charge has 
been read and explained to the accused and pleaded to, a petition of 
composition is presented to it, the Court should at once accept the 
petition and acquit the accused ; it has no power at that stage to 
alter the charge; the composition has the effect of an acquittal and 
is complete immediately the complainant puts it forward in Court . 0 
Where a Magistrate records a compromise, ho becomes functus officio, 
and an order stating that the parties should again appear on another 
date is of no effect . 7 

In cases falling under sub-s. (l) in the absence of any express 
provision to the contrary, the natural interpretation is that the 
composition is not limited to acts done in Court or to cases in which 
the parties continue to he of the same mind until the case comes on 
for further hearing before the Court . 8 So far at least as offences falling 
under suh-s.(l) are concerned, there is no necessity for the composition 
to he effected in Court in criminal trials any more than in civil suits . 9 

12. Compositions under sub-section (2). — In cases governed 
by sub-s. (2), no effect can bo given to a compromise as a plea in bar 
of conviction unless the Court has sanctioned the compromise. Without 
the sanction the so-called compromise arrived at between the parties 
is of no effect. The jurisdiction of the Court to try the offence is 
unaffected and there is no rule of law which would enable the Court 
in a case falling under sub-s. (2) to order an enquiry into the factum 
of compromise alleged by one party and denied by the other . 1 

An agreement to compound an offence falling within this sub- 
section can only he effected with the Court’s permission after the 
institution of criminal proceedings . 10 Where an agreement to compound 
has been arrived at, the operation of a composition is suspended till 
the Court sanctions it. But where the composition has been made out 
of Court and at a certain stage in the proceedings the Court gives its 
sanction thereto, the composition is not had . 2 

(’99) 3 Cal W N 322 (323), Kusnm Bcwa v. Bcchu Beica. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Bom 25S (259) : 16 Cri L Jour 8S, Emperor v. Gana Krishna. 
(’99) 3 Cal W N 548 (550), Mahomed Ismail v. Faisuddi. 

6. (’14) AIR 1914 Lnk 561 (563) : 1914 Pun Re No. 29 Cr : 16 Cr. L. J. 81 (FB), 
Hasta v. Emperor. 

7. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 290 (291) : 22 Cri L Jour 675, Amar Ali v. Emperor. 

8. (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 854 (855) : 16 Cri L Jour 803 (804) : 39 Mad 946, Md. 
Kanni Eowther v. P. Inayalhvlla. 

9. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 292 (293): 6 Sind L R 284: 191. C.948, Imperator v. Mulo. 

Note 12 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 825 (826) : 39 Cri L Jour 133, In re Ponnuswamy Ayyar. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 232 (234) : 9 Lab 400: 29 Cr. L. J. 585, Naurang v. Kidar. 
la. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 37 (38) : 39 Cri L Jour 59 : I L R (1940) Nag 195, Ear - 

swarup Baburam v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 420, Penal Code — Agreement 
to compound tlio case before it came to Court is ineffective.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Mad. 825 (826) : 39 Cri L Jour 133, In re Ponnuswamy Ayyar. 
(Any act of parties before prosecution is begun is not a composition under sub- 
s. (2) and has no effect on tbe trial.) 

(’12) 8 Nag L R 97 (105): 16 Ind Cas 555 (559), Eishan Lai v. Avian Singh. 

2. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 879 (881, 882) : 41 Mad 685 : 19 Cr. L. J. 359, Kumara- 
swami Chetty v. Kuppuswavii Chctty. 
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The only Court which lias power under s. 315, sub-s. (2), is the 
Court before which the prosecution is ponding." A polico-ofliocT is not 
competent to entertain an application for withdrawal of a complaint, 
as permitting the withdrawal of a complaint is a judicial act the 
exorcise of which is vested in the Magistrate l»y ss.Sis and 015, and 
the police have no authority to interfere in such matters.* 

Tito judicial ofiicor charged with the duty of determining 
judicially matters which come before him should himself decide the 
petition for withdrawal of a complaint or petition for a compromise 
and should not refer it to the District Magistrate or the police for 
their opinion. 6 It is the duty of (he Magistrate in each case, which is 
conmou tillable with his permission, to decide whether or not he should 
allow the compromise and the responsibility rests with him/ 5 

In granting permission, the Court should exercise i> sound and 
reasonable discretion. Permission is not to he granted as a matter of 
course,' A Magistrate is hound io consider all facts before acceding to 
n sanction ; ho ought not to permit an ofTence to he compounded until 

3. (’37) AIU 1037 Nag II I (115):38 Cri L.Tonr 0«9.I I, It (1937) Nag 183, Par tap 
Singh v, Emperor. 

(’93-1900) 1893.1900 Low Pur Itu! 390, Tat, pa v. Mating Jir. Illauuj. 

A. (’75) lS75 1t.it 91 (91). 

(’90-90) 1 fpp Bur Iiul -12 (42). 

5. (’38) A1P. 1938 Nan 39 (10):39 Cri L .Tour 100, In re liar Prasad, (Magistrate 
should u •; hi= own di-cri'tion after hearing jnrtir, in open Court — Magistrate 
though v. illinrr to allow compounding, refusing to do ro on opinion of police as 
drclo-rd in communication— Procedure disapproved.) 

•(’37) Allt 1937 Nag 11 1 (115) : 3S Cri L .Tour 0*9 : I T, It (1937) Nag 183, Partap 
Singh v. Emteror. (Tito Magistrate him-rif imat determine the question. A 
fortiori th" Court i= not permitted to refer the question to nny outside ngoncy 
much less to the Dirtriet Superintendent of I’olire.) 

(’20) Allt 1920 C.i! 590 (591) : 27 Cri I, dour 5(5, Azizur Rahman v. Emperor. 
(Magi-frato should not refer petition for withdrawn! hr complainant to Superin- 
tendent of Police.) 

(’30) AUt 1930 Lah 272 (072):32 Cr. L. ,T. 20, Partap Singh v. Emperor. (District 
Magistrate.) 

(’30) 1932 Mud W N 108S (10S9), Suhba P.ao v. Ahmad IJeari. (Court is not 
entitled to substitute (lie discretion of tho police-officer conducting the prosccu- 
lion for his own in tho matter of allowing composition.) 

(’3 5) AIU 1035 Lah 22G (227) : 35 Cr. L. .1. 3370, Sultan v. Emperor, (inference 
to District Magistrate for instructions is improper.) 

[See honour (’39) Allt 1939 l’at 141 (112): 40 Cri L Jour 4G0, Dharichhan Singh 
v. Emperor. (Observations in this ca«c suggest that the Magistrate can act on 
the opinion of the police in granting or withholding permission hut it is rcntarltcd 
that the proper course is not to send the file itself to tho police but to nsl; tho 
Public Prosecutor to ascertain the views of the Crown.) 

(’38) AII1 1938 Nag 37 (38) : 39 Cr. L. .T. 59: 1 1. It (1910) Nag 195, liars tear tip 
Baburam v. Emperor. (Permission for composition — Matter referred to police 
for opinion — Magistrate, after reply, hearing arguments and exorcising his own 
judgment — Action of calling upon police opinion is not illegal,)] 

<3. (’37) Am 1937 Nag 114 (115): 38 Cr. L. ,T. GS9 : 1 L It (1937) Nag 183, Partap 
Singh v. Emperor. (A Magistrate cannot refer thequeslion whether an offence 
should he compounded or not to tho superior Court.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lnh 138 (138) : 23 Cri L .Tour 85, Scwa Singh v. Emperor. (Com- 
pounding at early stage of proceeding — Offcnco not serious— Compounding must 
ho allowed.) 

7. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 392, Tayya v. Mating Ba Illaing. 

(’01) 1 Upp Bur Bui 83 (83), Quccn-Emprcss v. Eg a Tun Mya. (Accused absconded 
for two years to evade process of law — Magistrate’s order granting permission to 
compound held improper.) 
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stances were not- considered, the compromise was set aside by the 
High Court in revision . 19 

In allowing a compromise, a Magistrate may impose a condition 
as to payment of some compensation to the injured man . 20 

The mere fact that a petition for compromise is filed in Court 
(but is not allowed) is no ground for the reduction of a sentence . 21 

13, Proof of composition. — Where an accused person alleges 
that the offence of which ho is charged has been compounded, the 
onus is on him to show that there has been a real and valid composition 
with the person entitled to compound . 1 Before a composition can 
be allowed, the Court must be satisfied that it is legal and valid in 
law . 2 Where a compromise is alleged by one party and denied by the 
other, the Magistrate must try the issue . 3 An order of the Magistrate, 
acquitting the accused without inquiry into the truth of the alleged 
compromise, is had in law and may be set aside . 1 

14. Stage at which a compounding may be effected. — An 
offence, which is componndable without the permission of the Court, 
may be compounded even before the filing of a complaint . 1 A caso 
may bo compounded at any time before judgment is pronounced . 2 
The fact that the prosecution evidence has been closed and that a 
charge has been framed is no bar to the composition as the offence can 
be compounded at any time before the passing of the sentence . 3 After 
conviction, however, there can bo no composition except with the 
leave of the appellate Court . 4 Whore an order is made by a District 
Magistrate under S. 435, calling for the record and proceeding before 
a Magistrate with a view to withdrawing the case and transferring 
it to another Magistrate, the jurisdiction of the former Magistrate is 
suspended and he is not, therefore, entitled to record a composition of 

19. (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 134 (134): 7 Sind L E 200: 15 Cr. L. J. 553, Emperor v. 
Ramzan Bachal. 

20. (’22) AIR 1922 Lnh 138 (138): 23 Cri L Jour 85, Scioa Singh v. Emperor. 

21. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 243 (243): 10 Ind Cas 773 (LB), Emperor v. Mya Din. 

Note 13 

1. (’93) 21 Cal 103 (112, 115) Murray v. Empress. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 410 (411) : 51 Bom 512 : 28 Cr. L. J. 581, Dajiba Ramji v, 
Emperor. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 375 (370): 31 Cr.L.J. 353, Eanmani Srinivasv. Emperor. 

3. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 870 (880) : 41 Mad 685 : 19 Cr. L. J. 359, Kumaraswamy 
Chctty v. Kuppuswamy Chclly. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 402 (402) : 32 Cri L Jour 1034, Madari v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 854 (855) : 16 Cr. L. J. 803 (804) : 39 Mad 940, Md. Eanni 
Rowihcr v. P. Inayatulla. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 292 (293) : 6 Sind L R 284 : 19 I C 948, Impcralor v. Mulo. 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 7(8): 25 Sind LR 341:33 Cr.L.J. 109, Abdul jabar \. Emperor. 

Note 14 

1. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 879 (S81, 882) : 41 Mad 685 : 19 Cri L Jour 359, Eumara - 
steamy Chclly v. Kuppuswamy Chelty. 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 375 (370): 49 All 484: 28 Cr.L.J. 495, F. M. Torpcyv. Emperor. 
[See also (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 825 (826): 39 Cri L Jour 133, In rc Ponnuswamy 
Ayyar. (Composition under S. 345 (1) may be made at any time.)] 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Cal 238 (238): 45 Cal 816:19 Cr.L.J.752,.4sia?n Mca v. Emperor. 

3. (’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 1058 (1059) : 112 I.C. 562 (Lab), Muhammad Ali v. Emperor. 

4. See Note 15. 
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tlie offence and acquit the accused, though at that time the case has 
not actually been transferred from his file . 5 

15. Composition after committal or conviction. — A com- 
mittal once made by a Magistrate cannot bo annulled by his allowing 
the prosecutor to file a compromise . 1 After conviction a composition 
can be effected only with the leave of the appellate Court . 2 

Where an accused is tried and convicted of an offence which is 
compoundable, but on appeal the conviction is set aside and a re-trial 
ordered, it is open to the complainant and accused to compound 
the case in the same manner as they might have done prior to the 
conviction, and no leave of the appellate Court is necessary . 3 

A compromise entered into after the hearing of the appeal is too 
late and does not come within S. 345.' 1 

16. High Court’s powers in revision. — Before the introduction 
of sub-s. (5a) by Act XVIII of 1923, divergent views were held as to 
whether a High Court had power to apply the powers granted in S. 345 
to cases in revision; some cases holding that the High Court had no such 
power 1 and other cases taking the opposite view . 2 The introduction of 


5. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 247 (247) : 49 Bom 533 : 2G Cr. L. J. 99G, In rc Maruthi 
Vitim. 

Note 15 

1. (1SG5) 2 Suth W R Cr 57 (57), Queen v. Salim Shell:. 

See also S. 213 Note 5 and S. 215 Note 7. 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 245 (245): 20 Cr.L. J. 832, In rc Pcdakanti Chinn a Baidu. 
(’15) AIR 1915 All 8 (9) : 37 All 127 : 1G Cr. L. J. 247, Bamcliandra v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 122 (122) : 28 Sind L R 109: 3G Cri L Jour 210, Jumo 
Sherkhan v. Emperor. (Court will be reluctant to grant leave where, the convic- 
tion or committal is considered right.)] 

[nut see (’79) 2 All 339 (340), Engross of India v. Thomson. (Case under Code 
of 1872 which did not contain a provision corresponding to the present sub-s. (5).)] 

3. (’0G) 4 Cr. L. J. 35 (35) : 3 A L J 523 : 190G A W N 200, Umrai v. Makbulan. 

4. (’33) AIR 1933 All 434 (43G) : 34 Cri L Jour 92G, Emperor v. J. M. Challcrji. 
(“Court before which the appeal is to be heard” in sub-s. (5) indicates that com- 
promise should not be after appeal is heard.) 

[Sec however (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 14 (17): 2G Cri L Jour 401 : 52 Cal 347, T. G. S. 
Marlindalc v. Emperor. (Leave grnuted by High Court in appeal on date of 
judgment — Provisions of sub-s. (5) not adverted to.)] 

Note 16 

1. (’1G) AIR 191G Mad 483 (484): 16 Cr.L. J. 750 : 39 Mad G04, SankarBangayya 
v. Sanlcar Ramayya. 

(’15) AIR 1915 All 8 (9) : 37 All 127 : 16 Cr. L. J. 247, Bamcliandra v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 All 1G9 (1G9) : 42 All 474 : 21 Cri L Jour 447, Bam Baran Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 377 (378) : 18 Cri L Jour 729, Bala v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 705 (70G) : 17 Cri L Jour 339 : 43 Cal 1143, Akshoy Singh v. 

Bamcshwar. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 901 (901): 15 Cr.L. J .728, Adliar Chandra x. Subodh Chandra. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 471 (472) : 1919 Pun Re No. 35 Cr : 20 Cr. L. J. 87, Emperor 
v. Harnam Singh. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 89 (90) : 23 Cri L Jour 80, Audlii Bai v. Emperor. 

2. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 203 (203) : 32 All 153 : 5 I. C. G96, Bam Piyari v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 488 (488) : 45 All 17 : 24 Cri L Jour S54, Shibbo v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Or. L. J. 46 (46) : 18 I. C. 270 (All), Nagi Ahmad v. Emperor. (Power of 

revision Court doubted ; but on the authority of 11 Cri L Jour 203 compromise 
allowed.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 138 (138) : 23 Cri L Jour 85, Sewa Singh v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 167 (1G7) : 17 Oudh Cas 92 : 15 Cr. L. J. 567, Lalla v. Emperor, 
(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 260 (2G1) : 24 Cri L Jour 590, Ghhotai Singh v. Emperor. 
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sub-s.(5A) leaves the position free from doubt and explicitly confers 
on the High Court, acting in the exercise of its powers of revision 
under S. 430, power to allow any person to compound offences which 
may lawfully be compounded. 3 One of the objects of the Legislature 
in enacting snb-s.(5A) was, in suitable circumstances, to allow the 
parties to compromise their disputes oven after the cases in which 
they were concerned had been heard and determined by the Courts 
competent to try them.' 1 But the sub-section should bo interpreted 
very strictly and the discretion conferred upon the High Court should 
be exercised very sparingly and only in suitable cases. 6 The sub-section 
has to be read subject to the preceding sub-sections of s. 845 especially 
sub-ss.(i) and (2), and so read it is clear that sub-s.(5A) merely confers 
jurisdiction on the High Court in the exercise of its powers of revision 
under S. 439 to allow the aggrieved persons mentioned in column three 
of the tables attached to sub-ss.(l) and (2) to compound the various 
offences mentioned in those sub-sections. Thus, it would follow that 
ordinarily the party who seeks to invoke the jurisdiction of the High 
Court under sub-s.(5A) must be the person aggrieved by the offence 
which has been committed and not an accused person or a person 
who has been convicted in respect of that offence. 0 

It will not be competent for the High Court to allow a compromise 
to be recorded under sub-s.(5A) unless the aggrieved persons were 
actually before the High Court and had expressly recorded their 
consent to such a compromise being recorded. 7 

It has also been held that where the proceedings before the lower 
Courts disclose no irregularity or impropriety, the exceptional power- 
conferred on the High Court under sub-s.(fiA) should not ordinarily 
be used, except in a case in which the record indicates that the parties 
made some attempt to compromise their differences while the matter 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 509 (511) (Lnli), Nidhan Singh v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 496 (497) : 13 0. C. 161 : 7 1. C. 539, Ram Samp v. Emperor. 

3. (’24) AIK 1924 All 209 (209) : 46 All 91 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1005, BrijBchariLalv. 
Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 278 (279) : 30 Cri L Jour 960, Emperor v. Bhaiyalal, 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 272 (272) : 32 Cri L Jour 20, Partap Singh v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 583 (584) : 26 Cri L Jour 1345, Nchal Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 512 (512) : 31 Cr. L. J. 607, Singhcswar Prasad v. Ali Hasan. 
(’26) 27 Pun L R 231 (231), Nizam Din v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 96 (96) : 55 Cal 1190 : 30 Cr. L. J. 484, Titan Paramanickv. 
Chintan Paramanick. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 317 (317) : 35 Cr. L. J. 579, Hakim Ali v. Emperor. (High 
Court can permit composition even in cases where Courts below have refused 
permission.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind 122 (122) : 28 Sind L R 109 : 36 Cr. L. J. 210, Jumo Shcrkhan 
v. Emperor. (Where there has been a conviction and that conviction has been 
upheld in appeal, High Court will be slow to allow a compromise.) 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 728 (730) : 41 Cr. L. J. 125 : ILR (1939) 1 Cal 567, Babur 
Ali v. Kala Ghand. 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 728 (730) : 41 Cr. L. J. 125 : ILR (1939) 1 Cal 567, Babur 
Ali v. Kala Ghand. 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 728 (730) : 41 Cr. L. J. 125 : ILR (1939) 1 Cal 567, Babur 
Ali v. Kala Chand. 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 728 (730) : 41 Cr. L. J. 125 : ILR (1939) 1 Cal 567, Babur 
Ali v. Kala Ghand. 
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was still before the trial Court ancl before that Court passed final 
orders in the case . 8 

17. Rescission of compromise. — A composition once effected 
cannot be withdrawn . 1 It is entirely immaterial whether the terms of 
the compromise have been carried out or not, the sole question being 
whether there was a composition or not ; a breach of the agreement 
might give rise to other remedies . 2 Since the compromise has the 
immediate effect of acquittal (see Note is) so as to deprive the 
Magistrate of his jurisdiction to try the case, the subsequent withdrawal 
from it by any party can neither affect the acquittal nor revive the 
jurisdiction of the Magistrate to proceed with the case . 3 

18. Effect of compromise. — When a case is compounded, it 
results not merely in a discharge but in an acquittal and until such 
order of acquittal is properly set aside, the accused cannot be prosecuted 
again for the same offence 1 or for any other offence (which is not 
distinct) for which a different charge from that which was compounded 
might have been framed on the same facts . 2 Where at the time of 
compromise of the offence it was believed that the offence fell under 
S. 323, it was held that the discovery later that it fell under S. 325 would 
not enable the Magistrate to re-open the prosecution for that offence . 3 
The composition of one offence will not, however, bar a prosecution 
for a distinct offence of which the accused might have been charged 


8. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 728 (730) : 41 Cr. L. J. 125 : ILR (1939) 1 Cal 5G7, Babur 
Alt v. Kala Chand. 

Note 17 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 181 (182) : 41 Cr. L. J. 287, ML Bambai v. ML Chandra- 
human. (If it is proved that the parties signed the document and understood'its 
contents it is incompetent for any party to it to withdraw from it.) 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 All 409 (410) : 52 All 254 : 31 Cr. L. J. 1215 ,Jhangtoo Baraiv. 
Emperor. (In criminal matters it is of highest importance that there should be 
finality.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 879 (880, 882) : 41 Mad 685 : 19 Cr. L. J. 359, Eumara- 
siuamy v. Kuppusamy. 

(’99) 3 Cal \Y N 322 (323), Eusum Bcwa v. Beclnt Bewa. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 458 (459) : 20 Ind Cas 618 (Cal), Basircddi v. Kliayrat Ali. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lali 159 (160) : 25 Cri L Jour 810, Bam Bichpal v. Mata Din. 
[But see (04) 1 Cri L Jour 705 (708) (Rah), Ohulam Haidar v. Buhan Abdulla.] 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 181 (182) : 41 Cr. L. J. 287, ML Bambai v. ML Chandra 
Eumari. 

(’39) AIR 1939 Pat 141 (142) : 40 Cr. L. J. 460, Dharichhan Singh v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 403 (405) : 22 Cr.li.J. SOI, Hemchandrav.QirindraChandra. 
(Compromise has effect of acquittal though one of the parties later on resiles from 
the compromise. AIR 1916 Mad 854, followed.) 

Note 18 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 All 778 (779) : 26 Cri L Jour 98, Harbans v. Emperor. 

(’93) 21 Cal 103 (112), Murray v. Queen-Empress. 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 366 (368) : 6 Ind Cas 497 (Lah), Emperor v. Harnam Singh. 

(’07) 6 Cri L Jour 336 (337) : 1907 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, Emperor v. Hira Singh. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 292 (293) : 19 Ind Cas 948 : 6S.L.R. 2U,Imperator\. Mulo. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 317 (317) : 35 Cri L Jour 579, Hahim Ali v. Emperor. 

See also S. 403 Note 8. 

2. (’90) 1890 Rat 519 (520), Queen-Empress v. 1 Yali Asmal. (Compounding of 
offence under S. 324, Penal Code— Retrial on same facts on a charge under S. 323 
held improper.) 

3. (’84) 1884 All W N 13 (14), Empress v. Unicar. . 
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on the same facts under s. 235(1).* Moreover, a composition has tho 
effect of an acquittal only in respect of the offence which has been 
compounded and not of the other offences of which the accused is 
charged in the ease 8 and only as between the person who is entitled to 
compound and the accused with whom the composition takes place/’ 
There was a doubt prior to the amendment of the Code in 1923 as to 
whether in the case of several accused the compounding of the offence 
against one or some of them alone affects the case against the others 
— some cases holding that it did not 7 and others that it did . 8 The 
controversy has been set at rest by the amendment of sub-s.(G)/ 

If a non-compoundable case is dismissed on tho parties coming to 
an amicable settlement, the dismissal does not amount to an acquittal 
but only to a discharge and does not bar the revival of the prosecution . 10 
Where an order of acquittal has been passed on an invalid composition, 
it may be set aside in revision . 11 A Magistrate is not competent to 
award compensation to the accused whore an offence is compounded 
under S. 345. 12 The reason is that section 250 only applies where the 
Magistrate discharges or acquits the accused whereas under this section 
the acquittal takes place automatically on the composition of an offence. 


4. (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 283 (285) : 53 Bom 604 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1059, Manjubhai 
Qordhandas v. Emperor. (Compounding of offence under S. 324, Penal Code, does 
not bar prosecution under S. 19 (e), Arms Act.) 

5. (’30) AIR 1930 All 92 (93) : 30 Cri L Jour 1149, Huhttm Singh v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 461 (4G4) : 26 Cr. L. J. 080, Emperor v. Jarnally. (Charges 

under Ss. 325 and 147, Penal Code — Compromise in respect of charge under 
S. 325 — Prosecution under S. 147 not barred.) 

■6. (’38) AIR 1938 Lab 739 (740) : 40 Cr.L.J. m,Mt.HarbansEaur v. LahariBam, 
(Defamatory allegations against minor daughter nffecting father — Father and 
daughter can file separate complaints — Compromise nnd consequent acquittal of 
accused in father’s complaint do not affect complaint by daughter.) 

.(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 72 (73) : 3S Cri L Jour 334 : 1 L R (1937) Nag 28G, In rc 
Khilaictm Singh. (Accused charged for wrongful confinement of two persons — 
One person compounding his case — Magistrate acquitting accused — Acquittal 
is illegal.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N G92 (G94), Vcnhatasioami Naidu v. Narappa Naichen. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 1G8 (1G9) : 24 Cri L Jour 578, Shib Chandra v. Bubbani. 

7. (’21) AIR 1921 All 35 (35) : 43 All 483 : 22 Cr.L.J. 353, Chandanv. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 1GG (167) : 45 Bom 34G : 22 Cr.L.J. 55, Emperor v.Alibhai. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Lab 108 (108) : 1 Lab 1G9 : 21 Cr.L.J. 437, BamEishcnv. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 101 (101) : 1G Sind L E 149 : 2G Cr. L. J. 238, Emperor v. 

Abdul Hakim. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 413 (413) : 41 Mad 323 : 19 Cr.L.J. 17G, Muthia v. Emperor. 

8. (’03) 7 Cal W N 176 (176), Chandrahumar v. Emperor. 

,(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 828 (828) : 20 Cri L Jour 824, Shyam Bchari v. Sagar Singh. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Pat 348 (348) : 23 Cri L Jour 432, Sarajkumar v. Emperor. 

9. (’26) AIR 1926 Lab 424 (424) : 7 Lab 344 : 27 Cr. L. J. 57G, Emperor v. Mohna. 
.(’24) AIR 1924 Lab 595 (596) : 5 Lab 239 : 25 Cr. L. J. 629, Anantia v. Emperor. 
.(’33) 1933 Mad W N 222 (222), Thirumalai Naichen v. Emperor, 

10. (’75) 1 Bom 64 (66), Beg. v. Devama. 

11. (’23) 24 Cr. L. J. 120 (122) : 71 1. C. 248 (250) (Pesb), Harnam v. Sain Dass. 

12. (’92) 7 C P L R Cr 2 (3), Alopi v. Bhura. 

(’94) 1894 Bat 700 (700), Queen-Empress v. Baoji. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 957 (957), Empress v. Sangappa. 

'(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 186 (187) : 10 Bom L R 1056, In re Harhisandas Hari Das. 
.(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 638 (639) : 8 I. C. 387 : 1910 Pun Be No. 30 Cr, Emperor v. 
• Sunder Singh 

(’88) 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 35 (37), Empress v. Ehushali Bam. 

' [But see (’83) 1883 Pun Re No. 24 Cr, p. 67 (57), Himmat Singh v. Bukhtawar. 
(Dissented from in 1888 Pun Re No. 19 Cr, p. 35.) 
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But though the Magistrate cannot allow compensation, if the complaint 
is wholly false, he may consider whether a criminal prosecution for 
making a false complaint is desirable in the interests of justice . 13 In 
the case of a dispute between two brothers wherein the prosecution for 
theft was found to be false, it was held that the parties being brothers, 
the prosecution of the complainant under S. 182 should not have been 
instituted . 14 

If a case is compounded, the composition does not prevent the 
complainant being charged under S. 211 if the complaint was false . 15 

Where a compromise has been entered into, orders passed in 
connexion with the compromise by the Magistrate before whom the 
case was pending must be deemed to have been passed by him in his 
judicial capacity . 10 

Where an offence under S. 324, Penal Code, committed by a person 
who has executed a security bond under s. 107 to keep the peace is 
compounded, the composition has the effect of acquittal of the accused 
and unless there is any other evidence on the record to show that he 
committed the breach of the peace, the bond cannot be forfeited . 17 

19. Sub-section (7). — The provisions of sub-s. (?) seem to be 
perfectly general and govern the composition of offences whether any 
steps have been taken or not to prosecute the offender . 1 

Section 345 contains provisions with regard to : (a) persons who- 
may compound ; (b) the nature of offences which may be compounded; 
(c) the stage at which composition is sought to be made and (d) per- 
mission of Court in certain cases. Sub-section (7) must be taken to 
mean that no offences shall be compounded except where the provisions 
of s. 345 are satisfied as to all these matters . 2 

20. Chril suit. — Where the offences were compoundable and 
the complainant had already sued the accused on the same cause of 
action and obtained adequate damages, it was held that, in the 
circumstances of the case, it was not necessary in the ends of justice 
that he should again be put to trial in a criminal Court for the 
same offence . 1 The effect of the compounding of an offence which is 
compoundable, apart from the acquittal of the accused, would be that 

13. (’94) 1894 Eat 700 (700), Queen-Empress y. Baoji. 

See also S. 250 Note 7. 

14. (’18) AIR 1918 All 100 (100) : 19 Cri L Jour 730, Chaiian Lai v. Emperor. 

15. (’84) 11 Cal 79 (81), Empress v. Atar Ali. (Offence under S. 347, Penal Code.)' 
[See however (’88) 1888 Pun ReNo, 19 Cr, p.35(37, 38), Empress v.Ehushali Bam. 

(The decision in 11 Cal 79 cited above only applies to non-compoundable offences.)] 

16. See (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 344 (345), In re H, a pleader. 

17. (’40) AIR 1940 Lak 32 (32) : 41 Cri L Jour 359, Chanda Singh v. Emperor. 
(It is however open to a Magistrate to take independent evidence to show that the 
accused committed the breach of the peace.) 

Note 19 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Nag 181 (183), Warisali v. Mohammad As'nnulla Khan. 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 705 (706) : 43 Cal 1143 : 17 Cri L Jour 339, Alcshoy Singh 
v. Bameshwar Bagdi. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 483(485):39 Mad 604:16 Cr.L.J. 750, Bangayyav. Bamayya. 

Note 20 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 31 (31) 25 Cr, L. J. 138, Tiruvangadachariar v. Chocha- 
lingam Chetiy. 
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a suit for damages on the facts constituting the original offence would 
not lie. 2 

2f. Procedure in non-compoundable cases where injured 
party declines to prosecute. — Once the criminal law is set in 
motion by the issue of process in a non-compoundable case, the Magis- 
trate must require the complainant to carry his prosecution through 
to the end. 1 The Legislature has not loft it to the will of a Magistrate 
to proceed or not, as ho thinks fit, with cases which cannot be legally 
compounded. It requires him, when once the complaint for such an 
offence is before him, to make a complete inquiry and to see that the 
accused who is guilty is brought to punishment. 2 

In non-compoundable cases, once action has been taken the case 
will normally proceed and it is nowhere provided that a desire on the 
part of the complainant to refrain from further pursuing the case 
shall justify the arrest of further proceedings. The final responsibility 
of such cases, whether instituted on complaint or otherwise, rests with 
the State. 3 


34 - 6 .° ( 1 ) If, in the course of an inquiry or a 
procedure of Pro- trial before a Magistrate in any 

cisei nl wHch is hc ,0 C an- district outside tho presidoncy- 
not dispose of. towns, the evidence appears to him 

to warrant a presumption that the case is one which 

' Code of 1882 : S. 346 — Same. _ 

Code of 1872 : S. 45, pnrns. 1 nnd 2. 

Procedure of ManU 45 ‘ If - in lhc courso of 11 P^oceedin” before a 

, /•. ‘ j i •' Magistrate, the evidence appears to l»im to warrant a 

rate u cas<.s cyona m. presumption llml the nccused person 1ms been guilty of 
jurisdiction. an offence which such Magistrate is not competent (o try, 

or for which lie is not competent to commit the nccused person for trial; 
lie shall stay proceedings nnd submit the ense to any Magistrate to whom ho 
is subordinate or to such other Mngistrntc having jurisdiction, ns the Mngistrnte 
of the district directs. 

The Magistrate to whom the case is submitted shall either try the case him- 
self, or refer it to any officer subordinate to him having jurisdiction; or ho may 
commit the nccused person for trial. 

Code of 18GI : S. 276 

27G. If, in the course of a trial before a subordinate Magistrate, the evidence 
<7 - 7 -. shall appear to him to warrant a presumption that the 

o i o at a c nccuse j person has been guilty of an offence which such 
Magistrate is not competent to try, or for which ho is not 
competent to commit tho accused person for trial before 
the Court of Session, he shall stay proceedings and 
shall submit the ease to the Magistrate to whom lie is subordinate. Tho Magistrate 
to whom the case is submitted shall cither try tho case himself or refer it to any 
officer subordinate to him having jurisdiction, or he mny commit tho nccused person 
for trial before the Court of Session. In any such case, such Magistrate or other 
officer as aforesaid shall examine tho parties and witnesses, and shall proceed in 
all respects as if no proceedings had been held in any other Court. 


Magistrate is to proceed 
in cases beyond his juris- 
diction. 


2. (’33) AIR 1933 Bom 413 (414) : 57 Bom 678, Sayamma v. Punamchand. 

Note 21 

1. (’81) 3 All 283 (28G), Eaunulc Husain v. Harban. 

2. (’74) 22 Suth W R Cr 83 (85), Queen v. Dudraj Ditsadh. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Rang 174 (174, 175) : 5 Rang 136 : 28 Cri L Jour 049, Mating 
Thu Daw v. U Po Nyun, 
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Note 1 


should be tried or committed for trial by some other 
Magistrate in such district, he shall stay proceedings 
and submit the ease, with a brief report explaining its 
nature, to any Magistrate to whom he is subordinate 
or to such other Magistrate, haying jurisdiction, as 
the District Magistrate directs. 

( 2 ) The Magistrate to whom the case is submitted 
may, if so empowered, either try the case himself, or 
refer it to any Magistrate subordinate to him haying 
jurisdiction, or commit the accused for trial. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes, 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

3. Duty of the inferior Courts. 

4. To whom the case should be 

submitted. 

5. Trial must be de no vo — Sub-s. (2). 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Applicability to European British sub- Reference back to same Magistrate. See 
ject. See Note 2. Note 6, 

Committal on evidence taken by another Sections 347 to 349 — Effect. See Note 2. 

Magistrate. See Note 5. ' Sections 349 and 350 and this section. 

•Grounds for action. See Notes 2 nnd 3. See Note 5. 

Ignoring evidence and circumstances. Stage at which action can be taken. See 
See Note 3. Note 3. 

Inquiry and evidence under S. 202, See Transfer to Magistrate with no jurisdic- 
Note 8. tion. See Note 4, 

No waiver to de novo trial. See Note 5. Want of sanction under Ss. 195 and 476. 
Non-observance — Not void. See Note 3. See Note 3. 

1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1861 and 1872 — 

(l) Section 276 of tlie Code of 1861 contemplated reference only by 
a “subordinate Magistrate.” The subsequent Codes have omitted 
the qualifying word “subordinate,” so that now a reference may 
be made by any Magistrate. 

,{s) Under the Code of 1S61 a submission of a case could be made only 
to the Magistrate to whom the Magistrate submitting the same 
was subordinate. From the Code of 1872 onwards the section has 
been altered so as to allow a reference to “such other Magistrate 
having jurisdiction, as the Magistrate of the district (District 
Magistrate) directs.” 

((3) There was a specific provision in the Code of 1861 requiring that the 
Magistrate to whom a case was submitted, or the - officer subordinate 
to him, to whom it may be referred, shall examine the 'parties and 
witnesses and proceed in all respects as if no proceedings had been 
held in any other Court. The later Codes have omitted this specific 
provision. As to the effect of this, see Note 5. 

Difference between the Codes of 1872, 1882 and 1898 — 

4l) Both the Codes of 1861 and 1872 restricted the application of the 


6. Sub-section (2) — Reference 

to any sub-Magistrate having 
jurisdiction. 

7. Commitment to sessions. See 

Note 5. 

8. “Inquiry,” “evidence,” mean- 

ing of. 
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section to cases which the Magistrate was not competent to try or 
commit for trial. Section 34G of the Code of 1882 and the present 
section have removed such restriction. See Note 2. 

(2) Section 45 of the Code of 1872 applied even to Magistrates within 
the presidency towns. The Codes of 1882 and 189S have restricted 
the application of the section to trials before Magistrates outside 
the presidency towns. 

2. Scope .and applicability of the section. — This section 
enacts the procedure to be followed by Provincial Magistrates where, 
in the course of an enquiry or a trial, the evidence appears to warrant 
a presumption that the case is one — 

(1) which should he tried by some other Magistrate in the district, or 

(2) which should he committed for trial by some other Magistrate in 
the district. 

The words “should be tried or committed for trial by some other 
Magistrate” do not necessarily mean that the Magistrate who is to 
take action under this section has no jurisdiction to try the case 
himself. Even if he has such jurisdiction he may still be of opinion 
that it “should he tried” by some other Magistrate on grounds such 
as complexity of facts, convenience o parties, etc. 

The provisions of this section should be construed so as not to 
overlap or conflict with Ss. 347, 34S and 349 which are specific provisions 
providing for particular classes of cases. 'Where, therefore, a case falls 
under s. 347, S. 34S or S. 349, the Court should only act under that section 
and not under S. 34G. Thus, where a person is accused of an offence 
punishable with imprisonment for three years or upwards under ch. XII 
or Ch. XVII of the Penal Code and by reason of previous convictions 
for similar offences would he liable for enhanced punishment in the 
event of his conviction, for the present offence, the proper procedure is 
under S. 34S and this section is irrelevant in this connexion. 2 Similarly, 
where the Magistrate is of opinion that the case is one which ought to 
be tried by a Court of Session and he is himself empowered to commit 

Section 346 — Note 2 

1. (’94) 1894 AWN 200 (200), Empress v. Chandra Ballah Joshi. (In this case 
the fact that the accused had previous convictions on account of which he would 
he liable for enhanced punishment in the event of conviction was held sufficient 
ground for referring the case under this section — It should be presumed that this 
was not a case which came within the terms of S. 348.) 

(’90) 1890 Rat 499 (499), Quccn-Emprcss v. Fahira. (In this case, it was held-that 
the fact that the Magistrate thought that whipping would be a proper punish- 
ment and that he himself could not award such punishment were sufficient 
grounds for submission of the case under this section — It must be noted that 
this does not seem to be a case under S. 349, as the Magistrate's notion was 
apparently not taken after taking the evidence for the prosecution and the accused 
as required by that section.) 

[See (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 907 (910) : 42 Mad 83 : 19 Cr. L. J. 997, Crown Prose- 
cutor v. Bhagvathi. (Case under S. 347 where the words “ought to be tried” 
have been given a similar. interpretation.)] 

2. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 820 (822, 823) : 1 Nag L R 187, Ladya v. Emperor. 

[But see (’94) 1894 All W N 200 (200), Empress v. Chandra Ballah Joshi. (In this 
case, the fact that there were previous convictions was held to be sufficient 
ground for reference under this Section — But it is not clear whether the facts 
were such as to make S. 348 applicable.)] 
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the same to such Court, he should act under S. 347 and not under 
this section . 3 

This section is not inapplicable to cases where the accused is a 
European British subject . 4 

3. Duty of the inferior Courts. — A Magistrate who finds that 
he has no jurisdiction to try a case cannot discharge an accused on 
that ground but should proceed under this section . 1 Nor can he clutch 
at jurisdiction by trying the accused for such offences only as he is 
competent to try even though other offences are disclosed during the 
trial which he is not competent to try . 2 Where, therefore, in the course 
of a trial for an offence which he is competent to try, the evidence 
discloses also an offence beyond his jurisdiction, he cannot ignore the 
latter and try the accused for the former offence only . 3 Similarly, 
where the evidence discloses circumstances of aggravation which make 
the offence cognizable by a higher Court, he cannot ignore such 
circumstances and try the accused for the minor offence only . 4 Where, 

3. (’03) 7 Cal W N 457 (4G0), Amirkhan v. King -Emperor. (Magistrate cannot 
send case to Magistrate empowered under S. 30.) 

4. (’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 436 (437) : 11 1. C. 620 : 7 Nag L E 93, Emperor v. F. ,U. G. 
Nulty. 

Note 3 

1. (’81) 2 Weir 323 (323, 324), In re Munisami. 

2. (’81) 2 Weir 420 (421). 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 28 (28), Queen v. Shamsoondur Ghosal. (Wrongful confine- 
ment and extortion.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W E Cr 65 (65), Queen v. Bamtahal Singh. (Magistrates are not at 
liberty to pass over material parts of evidence in cases before them and so to 
withdraw cases from the cognizance of proper tribunals.) 

3. (’S6) 18SG Pun Ee No 30 Cr, page 73 (74), Kaha v. Empress. 

(’97-1901) 1 Upp Bur Eul 84 (84), Queen-Empress v. Nga Lu. (Magistrate must be 
careful to avoid taking cognizance of a major offence ns a minor.) 

See also S. 347 Note 4, 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 221 (221) : 29 S. L. E. 428 : 37 Cri L Jour 80, Shamboo 
Bam v. Emperor. (Magistrate should not usurp jurisdiction by trying the accused 
for an offence of robbery when the evidence discloses an offence of extortion.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Mad 367 (367) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1193, Bangayya v. Somappa. (Offence 
under S. 420, Penal Code, tried by second class Magistrate on the ground that 
there is no distinction between S. 417 andS. 420, Penal Code — Conviction should 
be set aside in revision. 2 Weir 2, Relied on.) 

(’89) 13 Bom 502 (505), Queen-Empress v. Gnndya. (High Court did not interfere 
in the absence of prejudice but accepted the principle.) 

(’27) AIE 1927 Mad 307 (308) : 28 Cri L Jour 164, Katiuva Bowthcr v. Suppan 
Asari. (Magistrate deliberately ignoring facts ousting his jurisdiction — High 
Court will interfere in revision.) 

(’95) .19 Bom 340 (348), In re Nagarji Triham ji. (It is an evasion of law to treat 
an aggravated offence as an ordinary offence.) 

(’66) 6 Sutli W R Cr 39 (40) : Beng Sup Yol 488 (FB), Queen v. Bamcharan Kairee. 
(Splitting of one single aggravated offence into separate minor offences so as to 
give oneself jurisdiction is bad.) 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 20 (20) : 8 Ind Cas 1103 (Mad), Jamal Mahomed Bowthcr v. 
K. Hoideensa Bowtlier. (Magistrate tried case under Ss. 193, 196, Penal Code, 
which really was a ease of forgery of a valuable security under S. 467, Penal 
Code — Magistrate ought to have acted under this section.) 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 231 (231), Queen-Empress v. Nga Nyein. (Magistrates 
should not give themselves jurisdiction by trying cases under S. 354 which pro- 
perly fall under Ss. 376 and 511, Penal Code.) 

(1900) 5 Cal W N 372 (373), Otaruddi Manjhi v. Kaliluddi Manjhi. (Magistrate 
cannot, in order to acquire competence to try, split up a grave offence into smaller 
ones which, when combined constitute a major offence beyond his jurisdiction.) 
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however, the graver offence disclosed was one for the trial of which 
sanction was necessary to be obtained, and such sanction had been 
refused, it was held that the trial for the lesser offence was not 
incompetent. 5 

But the fact that the Magistrate ignores the circumstances 
disclosing a graver offence for which he is not competent to try, and 
tries for the lesser offence, will not render the proceeding void, the 
reason being that the Magistrate is competent to try for the lesser 
offence. 0 The proceedings, therefore, will not be quashed where the 
accused is not prejudiced by such procedure and the sentence is not 
inadequate. 7 

A Magistrate is at liberty to stay proceedings at any time during 
the inquiry and submit it to the Magistrate to whom he is subordinate. 8 

This section requires that when in the course of an inquiry or 
trial it is found that the offence is beyond the competence of the 
Magistrate to try or inquire into, the latter should stay the proceeding 
and refer it to a superior Magistrate. A fortiori, where even at 
the outset, the offence disclosed on the allegations is beyond his 
competence to try or inquire into, he cannot ignore aggravating 
circumstances and proceed in respect of such offence as is within his 
jurisdiction. 0 

The provisions of this section imply, however, that a subordinate 
Magistrate can legally enquire into a serious offence up to the stage at 
which the question of charge or discharge has to be decided. The 
mere fact, therefore, that in order to make his case more serious a 
complainant alleges the commission of an offence which could not be 
tried by a junior Magistrate will not render the proceedings of that 
Magistrate illegal if he goes on to try that case and decide it holding 

{’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 327 (327), Queen-Empress v. Nga Mya. (When evidence 
discloses possible commission of graver offence Magistrate should not attempt to 
dispose of the case on the chance of offence being confined within his own 
jurisdiction.) 

[See (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 702 (703) : 54 Mad 1018 : 32 Cr.L. J. 1215, Daolliah v. 
Sub-Inspcclor of Police, Wcllingtion Station.] 

S. (’08) 7 Ori L Jour 6 (7) : 31 Mad 43 : 17 M L J 559 : 3 M L T 113, Krishna 
Pillai v. Krishna Konan. 

G. (’89) 13 Bom 502 (505), Queen-Empress v. Gundy a. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 307 (307): 28 Cr.L. J. 164, Kalluva Bowther v. SuppanAsari. 
(But where Magistrate even after his attention has been drawn deliberately ignores 
facts ousting his jurisdiction, the High Court will interfere in revision.) 

(’71) 7 Mad HCBAppv (vi). 

(’01) 24 Mad 675 (677, 678) : 2 IVeir 699, King-Emperor v. Aytjan. 

7. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 9 (10) : 14 Cr. L. J. 640 (640), In re Mohiddin Batcha. 
(’89) 13 Bom 502 (505, 506), Queen-Empress v. Gundya. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 494 (495) : 32 Cr. L. J 971, Piclia Kuduviban v.Servaikara. 
(’68) 2 Weir 20 (21). 

(’OS) 7 Cr.L. J. 215 (216) : 2 M L T 495, Narayana v. Tahsildar ofConjeevaram. 
[See (’98) 2 Weir 482 (483), In re Kannachampet. [Held, that the procedure of 
the appellate Court in acquitting the accused was wrong.)] 

See also S. 530 Note 5. 

8. (97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 85 (85), King-Emperor v. Nga At. 

9. (’25) AIR 1925 All 290 (291): 47 All 64 : 26 Cr.L. J. 586, Baghunandan Prasad 
v. Emperor. (Complainant’s statement determines jurisdiction, unless it has been 
clear at the very outset that the allegations are exaggerated with the intention of 
seeldng a particular Court for redress.) 


Section 356 
Note 3 



Section 346 
Notes 3-S 
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that the facts disclosed show that it is the lesser offence which he is 
competent to try, 10 

See also section 28 Note l and section 207 Note 3. 

Where the trying Magistrate finds that the offence disclosed can 
only be tried by a Magistrate of a higher class, an order of the District 
Magistrate cannot confer jurisdiction on him. 11 

4. To whom the case should be submitted, — A Magistrate 
may submit a case under this section to — 

(1) any Magistrate to whom he is subordinate, 1 or 

(2) such other Magistrate as the District Magistrate directs. 
In either ease it is essential that the Magistrate to whom the 

case is submitted should he one having jurisdiction over it. 2 

Pending inquiry into a charge of house-breaking, the second class 
Magistrate of B division was transferred to A division. The case was, 
therefore, transferred to his file by the District Magistrate. In the 
course of inquiry the second class Magistrate found that the offence 
committed was robbery which was not triable by him and therefore he 
submitted the case to the sub-divisional Magistrate of A. It was held 
that the order of the District Magistrate transferring the case to the 
second class Magistrate at A did not give any jurisdiction to the 
sub-divisional Magistrate of A over the case (which arose in the 
territorial jurisdiction of the Court at B) and that the submission 
being thus not to a Magistrate “having jurisdiction” was bad. 8 

5. Trial must be de novo — Sub-section (2). — It is a general 
principle of criminal law that it is only an authority who has heard 
all the evidence that is competent to decide whether the accused is 
innocent or guilty. 1 The Criminal Procedure Code has, however, made 
exceptions to this general rule in Ss. 349 and 350. The exception enacted 
in the latter section is almost a general rule by itself in that it provides 

10. (’39) AIR 1939 Lak 122 (123) : 40 Cri L Jour 515 : I L R (1938) Lak 619, 
Painda v. Iff. Gulab Khatun. 

11. (’2G) AIR 1926 Cal 590 (592) : 27 Or. L, J. 545, Azizur Bahman v. Emperor. 
(Administratively such procedure might have been convenient but such conve- 
nience cannot give jurisdiction to a Magistrate.) 

Note 4 

1. For subordination of Magistrate, see S. 17. 

(’68) 5 Bom H C R Cr 47 (47), Beg. v. Bhagu Shabaji. (Magistrate F. P. with 
power to hear appeal is not thereby placed in the position of a District Magis- 
trate to whom alone cases should be submitted under this section and not 
to Magistrates F. P.) 

[See also (’66) 4 Bom H C R Cr 34 (34, 35), Beg. v. Bagu. (A subordinate 
Magistrate has no jurisdiction to refer a case which he has not himself jurisdic- 
tion to try to a Magistrate F. P.)] 

2. (’82) 4 Mad 327 (328) : 2 Weir 419, Queen v. Adappa Vcnlcanna. 

3. (’82) 4 Mad 327 (329) : 2 Weir 419, Queen v. Adappa Vcnlcanna. 

Note 5 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Nag 37 (37): 22NagLR166: 24 Cr.L. J. 738, Baba v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 327 (327) : 24 Cri L Jour 413, In re China Yen leu Naidu. 
^Evidence taken by one Magistrateis not evidence in a trial before another Magis- 
trate unless some provision of law expressly makes it so.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 191 (191) : 27 Sind L R 266 : 34 Cri L Jour 749, Slier Khan 
Emperor. (Case stayed under S. 346 — Magistrate to whom case is submitted 
must try case de novo.) 
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that whenever any Magistrate ceases to exercise jurisdiction in a case 
and is succeeded by another [and under sub-s. (3) — this applies to cases 
transferred from one Magistrate to another] , the latter can act on the 
evidence recorded by his predecessor, but the accused can claim a trial 
de novo and the High Court or the District Magistrate, as the case 
may be, may also, where the accused has been prejudiced by a 
conviction on such evidence, order a new trial or inquiry. Sub-s. (2) 
of that section expressly excepts proceedings under this section from 
the operation thereof. 2 The reason is that S. 350 contemplates cases 
where, at the time the evidence is recorded, the Magistrate recording 
it has jurisdiction to do so, while in cases of submission under this 
section on the ground that the Magistrate is not competent to try the 
case, the evidence is recorded by a Magistrate who is not competent to- 
try the case. 3 

The general principle of law, namely, that a Magistrate cannot 
decide a ease, who has not heard all the evidence, therefore applies to 
proceedings under this section and consequently, the Magistrate to 
whom a case is submitted under sub-s. (l) of this section cannot act 
on the evidence recorded by the submitting Magistrate but must, if he 
tries the case, try it dc novo.* If he refers the case to a subordinate 
Magistrate for trial, the latter must also, on the same principle, try it 
de novo. 0 The accused has no power to waive his right to such a trial. 61 


(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 3G9 (370) : 1905 Pun Ee No. 25 Cr, Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(Case submitted to District Magistrate under S. 340, who asked accused whether 
they wanted to recall witnesses and on their replying 'no’ convicted them — Con- 
viction is illegal — Illegalities cannot be cured even by consent.) 

(’16) AIE 1916 Nag 115 (11G) : 12 Nag L R 146 : 18 Cri L Jour 35, Emperor v. 
Bam Prasad. 

See also S. 349 Note 2. 

2 . (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 191 (191) : 27 Sind L R 266 : 34 Cri L Jour 749, Shcr 
Khan v. Emperor. 

3. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat G76 (677, 678):19Cr.L. J. 625, Ambiha Singh v. Emperor , 

4 . (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 415 (416) : 39 Cri L Jour 606, Sashli Gopal v. Haridas- 
Bagdi. (The ordinary rule is that the Magistrate, who tries the case, is to record 
the evidence and, unless an exception is definitely provided for by some statute, 
that ordinary provision should prevail.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 191 (191) : 27 Sind L R 266 : 34 Cri L Jour 749, Shcr Khan 
v. Emperor. (Failure to do so vitiates the whole trial.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 85 (85) King-Emperor v. Nga At. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 689 (690) (Lab), Inayat Husain v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 327 (327) : 24 Cri L Jour 413, In re China Venlcu Naidu. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 183 (183) : 55 Cal 65 : 29 Cri L Jour 464, Budhu Tatua v. 
Emperor. (Where part of evidence in a case is recorded by Magistrate not having 
jurisdiction and part of it by Magistrate having jurisdiction conviction is illegal 
and retrial is necessary.) 

[Sec (’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 3 (3), Kopil Nath v. Konecram.1 
See also S. 350 Note 16. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 415 (416) : 39 Cri L Jour 606, Sasthigopal v. Haridas. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 676 (678) : 19 Cr L J 625, Ambiha Singh v. Emperor. 

5a. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 676 (677, 678) : 19 Cr. L. J. 625, Ambiha Singh v. Emperor. 
(While under S. 350, accused has got option to have a trial de novo or not.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1056 (1057) : 17 C P L R Cr 159, Emperor v. Gohal. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 369 (370) : 1905 Pun Ee -No. 25 Cr, Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(Illegalities cannot be cured even by consent.) 

(’23) AIE 1923 Mad 327 (327) : 24 Cri L Jour 413, In re China Venkti Naidu. 
(Consent of parties will not exempt the Magistrate from holding a de novo trial.)- 


Section 336- 
Note 5 
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.Section 356 
Notes 5-6 


As regards the power of the superior Magistrate acting under 
sub-s. (2) to commit the case to the sessions, acting on the evidence 
recorded by the submitting Magistrate, it has been held that such a 
procedure is not illegal. 0 No reasons have been given for such a view, 
but it may he supported on the ground that the general rule prohibits 
only decisions by Magistrates who have not heard all the evidence, 
and that in committing the accused, there is no decision of the case. 7 
The High Court of Bombay has also held that such commitment is 
not illegal. 8 But the reason given therefor, based on the assumption 
that S. 350 applies, hut that only the proviso thereto does not apply, 
to determinations under sub-s. (2) of this section, is obviously incorrect 
in view of sub-s. (2) of S. 350 'which clearly enacts that “nothing in 
this section applies to cases in which proceedings have been stayed 
under section 34G.” 

6. Sub-section (2) — Reference to any sub-Magistrate 
haying jurisdiction. — “Where a sub-divisional Magistrate in Burma 
proceeding under sub-s. (2) of this section transferred a case for trial 
to the township Magistrate of P, the offence having been committed 
in the township of H, it was held that there was nothing illegal in 
•doing so, inasmuch as a township is not recognized by the Code as 
a local area for purposes of territorial jurisdiction, and under S. 12, 
sub-section (2), except as otherwise provided, the jurisdiction and 
powers of Magistrates extend throughout the district in which they 
are appointed. 1 

It has been held by a Full Bench of the High Court of Madras 2 
that the Magistrate to whom proceedings are submitted under this 
section can, in a proper case, refer the case back to the very Magistrate 
who made the submission. In that case eight persons were accused 
before a second class Magistrate of having committed dacoity and one 
of them, the fifth accused, was alleged to have been armed w T ith a 
deadly weapon. The Magistrate acting under sub-section (l) of this 
section submitted the proceedings to the Magistrate to whom he was 
subordinate. The latter went into the case and, finding that there was 
no case against the fifth accused who was the only person charged 
with having a deadly weapon, dismissed the complaint against him, 
and referred the case back to the Magistrate who made the submission 
so far as the other accused were concerned. It was held that he was 
not incompetent to do so. 

[But see (’70) 14 Suth W B Cr 3 (3), Eopil Nath v. Eonccram. (Where the pri- 
soners did not appeal or raise any objection at the trial on that ground, the 
High Court declined to interfere.)] 

■6. (’07) G Cr L J 429 (430, 431) : 12 C W N 13G, Eamini v. Fdkirchand. 

(’16) AIE 191G Nag 115(115):18 Cr.L.J. 35: 12 NLB 146, Emperor v. Ramprasad. 
7 . (’16) AIE 1916 Nag 115 (116) : 18 Cr. L. J. 35 : 12 Nag L E 146, Emperor v. 
Ramprasad. 

-8. (’89) 1889 Eat 472 (472), Queen-Empress v. Sheslia. 

Note 6 

1. (’02) 1 Low Bur Eul 308 (309), Crown v. La Pyu. 

'- 2 . (’30) AIE 1930 Mad 765 (766) : 54 Mad 16 : 31 Cri L Jour 1010 (F B), Polnr 
Reddi v. Mumisami Rcddi. (Explaining AIE 1923 Mad 51; 1891 Eat 554 and 
1890 Eat 499.) 
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A District Magistrate is not competent to cancel or set aside an Section 346 
order of a sub-divisional Magistrate transferring a case referred to Notes 6-8 
him under this section . 3 

7. Commitment to sessions. — See Koto 5. 

8. “Inquiry,” “evidence,” meaning of. — The word “inquiry” 
is not .restricted to proceedings after the Magistrate himself begins to 
take evidence. Nor is the word “evidence” restricted to evidence taken 
hy the Magistrate himself. Where a Magistrate directs an inquiry by 
the police or another person under S. 202, he does so in the course of 
his own inquiry, and all facts and statements disclosed by such inquiry, 
including the report by the polico or other person, nre “evidence” on 
which a Magistrate can act under this section . 1 

34 7.* (X) If in any inquiry before a Magistrate, Section 347 
Procedure when, in any trial before a Magistrate, 

.aftej commencement before signing judgment, it appears 

Magistrate find, case to liim at any stage of the procee- 

shauld be committed.. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

onght to be tried by the Court of Session or High 
Court, and if be is empowered to commit for trial, be 
shall ***' commit tbe accused under tbe provisions 
hereinbefore contained. 

( 2 ) If such Magistrate is not empowered to 
commit for trial, be shall proceed under section 346. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 4. “Ought to be tried.” 

2. Scope. g, <• Under the provisions herein- 

3. “Before signing judgment." before contained." 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

'Chapter XVIII — Procedure laid in. See Reference to superior Magistrate. Sea 
Note 5. Note 2. 

Commitment — Reasons for. See Note 4. 

Cross-examination and witnesses — The stage at which committal can bo 
Right of. See Note 5. ordered. See Note 3. 

1. Legislative changes. — Section 250 of the Code of 1861 and 
S. 221 of the Code of 1872 which correspond to S. 347 of the present Code 
found a place in the chapter relating to the trial of warrant-cases, and 
the wording of these was such as to make them seem to be confined 
to “trial." 

The Code of 1832 for the first time removed the section to the 
chapter dealing with general provisions as to inquiries and trials and 

* 1882 :S. 347; 1872 : Ss. 46, 221, 436; 1861 : S. 256. 

3. (‘36) AIR 1936 Nag 220 (221) : 38 Cr. L. J; 15 : ILR (1937) Nag 135, Emperor 
v. Ganpat. 

Note 8 

J. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 591 (591, 592) : 28 Or. L. J. 384, Balaltrishna v. Emperor. 

2Cr.l23. 
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Section 347 
Notes 1-2 


by the insertion of the words, “in any inquiry” made it clear that the 
section applied not only to trials but also to inquiries. The reason for 
the change was possibly that according to some decisions a trial of a 
warrant-case did not begin till the accused had been charged and his- 
plea taken, and in order to avoid all possible question as to the 
applicability of the provision to any stage of the proceedings before a 
Magistrate the Legislature inserted the words “in any inquiry .” 1 

The corresponding sections of the Codes of 1861 and 1872 provided 
that the Magistrate shall stop further proceedings “under this chapter” 
(namely the chapter relating to trial of warrant-cases) and commit, 
under the provisions “hereinbefore contained.” With the removal of 
the section from the chapter relating to trial of warrant-eases and its- 
insertion in its present place, the reference to the chapter became 
inappropriate and was therefore omitted in the Code of 1882. But it- 
has been held that the omission was not intended to make any 
difference or to dispense with obligation of the Magistrate to follow 
the provisions of chapter XVIII, the words “stop further proceedings” 
meaning only proceedings in the trial or enquiry in which the 
Magistrate is engaged . 2 

The Code of 1872 restricted the discretion of the Magistrate to such 
cases as the Magistrate could not or ought not to make over to a- 
Magistrate specially empowered under S. 36. This restriction has been, 
removed by the Code of 1882. 

The Code of 1898 has made no change in the section. 

The words “stop further proceedings and” after the words “he- 
shall” in sub-s. (l) have been omitted by the amending Act xvirr of' 
1923 and the omission sets at rest the conflict as to whether the section 
is or is not subject to the provisions of chapter xvm . 3 

2. Scope. — This section is supplementary to chapter XVin and. 
refers to a ease which a Magistrate has first taken up with a view to- 
disposing it himself, but which, he later finds, is one which ought, 
to be tried by the Court of Session or the High Court. This section; 
lays down the procedure to be followed when such a position arises . 1 

The section does not apply to a case where a Magistrate thinks- 
from the first that the case ought to be tried by the Court of Session. 
In such a case the Magistrate must conform to the provisions of S. 208- 
from the start . 2 


Section 347 — Note 1 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 877 (881) : 17 I. 0. 813:6 Low Bur Rul 129 (FB), Emperor v.. 
Channing Arnold. 

2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 877 (882) : 17 I. C. 813:6 Low Bur Rul 129 (FB), Emperor v.- 
Ghanning Arnold. 

3. See Note 5, 

Note 2 

1. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 877 (885):17 I. C. 813 : 6 Low Bur Rul 129 (FB), Emperor v.- 
Channing Arnold, 

2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 877 (883):17 I. C. 813 : 6 Low Bur Rul 129 (FB), Emperor v- 
Channing Arnold. (Robinson, J., dissenting.) 
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In the application of this section there is no distinction made 
between summons and warrant cases. 3 4 

Sections 340, 347 and 349. — A Magistrate taking up a case may 
try it himself if he has jurisdiction, or ho may, if he thinks he cannot 
inflict an adequate sentence, act under s. 816 or S. 810 and send it to a 
higher Magistrate, or he may, if he thinks that it is a proper case for a 
Court of Session, commit the accused under s. 317; or if he has no 
power to commit, send it under s. 34G to another Magistrate for the 
purpose of commitment.' 1 

3. “ Before signing judgment.” — A Magistrate has power at 
any stage of the proceedings to decide that the case is one which ho 
ought not to try and which ought to be committed to sessions. 1 The 
discretion given to him by this section is not taken away even though 
a charge may have been drawn up 2 or because the Magistrate has issued 
summons to the defence witnesses. 3 In a case where the Magistrate 
had as yet passed no order of discharge, he was held competent to 
commit to sessions.' 1 But once judgment is pronounced, the Magistrate 
cannot commit the case to the sessions because S. 403 would bo a bar 
to further proceedings as was held in the undermentioned case 5 6 decided 
with reference to S. SIS and, as S. 8G9 prevents a Court from altering 
or reviewing its judgment after it has signed it, except where such 
review or alteration is specially provided for. 5 

5. “Ought to he tried.” — If the evidence discloses an offence 
triable only by a Sessions Court, the Magistrate must commit the case 
to the sessions. 1 But where the evidence discloses both an offence 
exclusively triable by a Sessions Court and an offence which the 

3. (’20) AIR 1020 Sind 55 (57) : 11 Sind L R 85 : 21 Cr. L. J. 791, Ghani Yakub 
v. Emperor. 

[But see ('00) 3 Cri L Jonr 91 (95) (All), Emperor v. Dharam Singh. (Case under 
Ss. 352, 447, Penal Code — Sammons case — Commitment quashed.)] 

4. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 907 (910) : 42 Mad 83 : 19 Cr. L. J. 997, Crown Prosecu- 
tor v. Bhagavathi. 

[ Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 529 (530) : 39 Cri L Jour 715, In re Eamasubbayga. 
(Calendar cases triable by first class Magistrate cannot be transferred to second 
class Magistrate with n direction to treat them as sessions enses, the cases being 
counter to preliminary registered cases and complicated — He should proceed 
under S. 347.)] 

Note 3 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 666 (667) : 32 Cri L Jour 243, Panclianan v. Emperor. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 975 (975), In rc Clive Durant. 

2. (’78) 3 Cal 495 (496, 497) : 2 C L R 2, Empress v. Kudrutoollah. 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Mnd 947 (948):15 Cr.L. J. 704, In re Sessions Judge, Madura. 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 94 (95):43 Mad 330:21 Cr.L.J. 91, In rcGandi Apparaju. 

5. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 149(149):38 Mad 552:15 Cr.L.J. 188, In rc Kora Sellandi. 
See also S. 403 Note 9. 

6. See Section 369 and Notes thereto. 

Note 4 

1. (’26) 27 Cr. L. J. 871 (872) : 96 I. C. 119 (Cal), Hara Mohan Das v. Emperor. 
(Where facts found show that offence committed falls under S. 471, Penal Code, 
Magistrate should not convict accused under S. 196, but should commit him to 
sessions for trial under S. 471.) 

(’89) 1889 Rat 476 (477), Queen-Empress v. Jobania. (Magistrate not to clutch at 
jurisdiction by ignoring aggravating circumstances.) 

See also S. 206 Note 5. 


Section 357 
Notes 2-5 
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Magistrate liimself can try, a trial and conviction by the Magistrate in 
respect of the latter offence is not illegal . 2 

If the offence is one which is not exclusively triable by a Court of 
Session, the Magistrate can commit the accused to the Court of 
Session only if he be of opinion that the case is one which ought to be. 
tried by that Court . 8 The Magistrate must use his discretion in 
determining whether a particular case should he committed or not , 1 
and every circumstance of aggravation must he carefully weighed . 3 
The discretion given to the Magistrate by this section being a judicial 
one, it should be exercised with care and on some proper ground. The 
order of committal being a judicial order, the Magistrate should state 
his grounds for committing in order to enable the Court of Session or 
the High Court to judge whether the committal is a sound exercise of 
discretionary power . 6 The reasons given should be not only for not 
discharging the accused, but also for committing him to sessions 
Court when the case is not exclusively triable by the latter . 7 Failure 
to give reasons for committal as required by S. 213 may be only an 
irregularity where the case is one which plainly ought to he tried by 
Sessions Court, but where it is not exclusively triable by Sessions 
Court the failure amounts to an illegality . 8 If no reasons are given or 
if the reasons given are bad in law, the committal may be quashed . 9 

There is a conflict of opinions as to whether the only grounds on 
which a Magistrate could commit are want of jurisdiction in himself, 
or his inability to punish adequately. Decisions which have been in 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 114 (115) : 22 Cri L Jour 666, Ealicliaran v. Emperor.. 
(Offence under S. 477A, Penal Code, disclosed — Conviction by Magistrate in res- 
pect of offence under S. 40S not bad where such offence nlso appears to have been 
committed.) 

[See also (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 637 (63S) : 1904 A W N 165 : 27 All 69, Emperor v. 
Ishtiag Ahmad. (Magistrate not bound to commit to sessions merely because 
evidence disclosed another offence exclusively triable by Sessions Court where 
there was evidence to convict for the offence within his jurisdiction.)] 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 551 (552) : 29 Cri L Jour 612, Emperor v. Deo Narain. 

See nlso S. 207 Note 1. 

4. Sec (’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 46 (46), Queen v, Doonda Bhooia. (It appearing to be 
convenient that Sessions Court should try — High Court declined to interfere.) 

5. (’66) 2 ’Weir 19 (20). (In cases of theft the amount of property stolen is one 
very proper point for consideration in determining this question.) 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Lali 312 (313) : 31 Cri L Jour 178, Emperor v. Earam Singh. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 551 (552) : 29 Cri L Jour 612, Emperor v. Deo Narain. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 163 (164) : 1 Ind Cas 104 (Bom), Emperor v. Mahamad Ehan. 
[nut see (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 907 (908) ; 42 Mad 83 : 19 Cri L Jour 997, Crown 
Prosecutor v. Bhagavathi. (This Section does not say that the Magistrate is 
■ bound to put his reasons on record for entertaining his opinion to commit.)] 

7 . (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 237 (238): 38 Bom 114:14 Cr. L. J. 609, Emperor v. Nanji. 
See also S. 213 Note 4. 

8. (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 237 (238): 38 Bom 114: l4Cr.L. J. 609, Emperor v. Nanji. 
See also S. 537 Note 18. 

9 . (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 251 (252) : 27 Cr. L. J. 479, Emperor v. Achaldas. (Com- 
mittal is improper if made in pursuance of request by accused or because the case 
created sensation in accused’s community or on ground that amount involved in 
offence is large.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Bom 33 (34) : 42 Bom 172 (178) : 19 Cri L Jour 342, Emperor v. 
Bhimaji. (Grounds not good in law.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Sind 61 (64):17 S.L. R. 188 : 26 Cr.L.J. 148, Utilibai v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Bom 237 (238) : 38 Bom 114: 14 Cr. L. J. 609, Emperor v. Nanji 
Samal. (No reasons given.) 



CH. 24.] 


PROCEDURE AS TO COMMITMENT 


1957 


favour of restricting the discretion of the Magistrate to these two 
grounds are based on the view that s. 347 is controlled by s. 254 which 
lays down that in the trial of a warrant-case where there is ground 
for presuming that the accused has committed an offence which the 
Magistrate is competent to try and which in his opinion could be 
adequately punished by him, he shall frame a charge against the 
accused . 10 The opposite view is that S. 347 is not controlled by s. 254 
and that want of jurisdiction in the Magistrate or his inability to punish 
adequately are not the only grounds on which he may commit a case 
to the sessions ; the section is wide enough to include other grounds . 11 
Thus, a Magistrate, though having power to try the case himself, may 
commit it to sessions if he thinks the gravity of the case requires that 
it be tried by such Court . 12 

There is nothing anywhere which compels a Magistrate to frame 
that charge which, on the most heinous view of the circumstances 
indicated by the evidence, is the gravest possible charge. It is left to 
the Magistrate to take a broad and commonsense view of the facts and 


10 . (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 79 (79) : 39 Gri L Jour 507, Emperor v. Waroo. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 777 (777) : 56 Cal 785 : 31 Cri L Jour 184, Emperor v. Girish 
.Chandra. (Offence under S. 103, Presidency Towns Insolvency Act — Warrant- 
case which Magistrate is competent to try and can be adequately punished by 
him — Commitment illegal.) 

(•24) AIR 1924 All 185 (185) : 25 Cr. L. J. 665, Emperor v. Earn Jatan. 

(’06) 3 Cri L Jour 94 (95, 96) : 1906 AWN 28 : 3 All L .T 14, King-Emperor v. 
Dharam Singh. (Summons-cases — Commitment not legal.) 

(’97) 24 Cal 429 (431, 432) : 1 CWN414, Queen-Empress v. Kayemullali Mandal. 
(’19) AIR 1919 All 366 (366) : 41 All 454 : 20 Cr.L.J. 273, Empress v. Bindeshri. 
(’02) 4 Bom L R So (86), King-Emperor v. Pema Ranchod. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 141 (142) : 20 Cri L Jour 97, Emperor v. Hanuman. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 94 (95):8 S.L.R. 23:15 Cr.L.J. 664, Diwanichandv. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Sind 60 (61): 11 S. L. R. 79: 19 Cr. L. J. 319, Emperor v. Ismail. 
[ See also (’40) AIR 1940 Oudk 15 (15): 40 Cr.L.J. 903, SheoMangal v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 163 (169) : 33 Cri L Jour 255, Emperor v. Nathu. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 263 (264): 33 CriLJour 680, Kesar v. Emperor. (Magistrate 
competent to dispose of case — • Unnecessary commitment — Order is liable to 
be quashed.)] 

11 . (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 145 (146) : 24 S. L. R. 157 : 31 Cri L Jour 596, Emperor 
v. Allahadad, 

(’19) AIR 1919 Mad 907 (908, 910) : 42 Mad 83 : 19 Cri L Jour 997, Crown Pro- 
secutor v. Bhagavathi. (Magistrate having power to sentence adequately may 
still commit on such grounds as complicated questions of law or case being fit 
one to be tried by jury or with aid of assessors.) 

(’76) 1 Mad 289 (290) (FB), In the matter of Chinnimarigadu. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 313 (319) : 53 Bom 611 : 30 Cri L Jour 1090, Krishnaji 
Brabhakar v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 124A, Penal Code — Accused editor of 
widely circulated newspaper — Seriousness of offence and large circulation of the 
newspaper held proper grounds for committal to High Court sessions.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 251 (251) : 27 Cri L Jour 479, Emperor v. Achaldas, (Ques- 
tion left open.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 207 (208) : 3 Rang 42 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1389, Emperor v: Ishahat. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 251 (251, 252): 18 Cr.L.J. 524 (525): 1917 Pun Re No. 13 Cr, 
Emperor v. Ali. 

(!20) AIR 1920 Sind 55 (56, 57) : 14 S. L. R. 85 : 21 Cr. L. J. 791, Ghani Yacub 
v. Emperor. (Commitment for offence triable as summons-case along with other 
accused triable by Sessions Judge — Magistrate can adequately punish is no 
ground against commitment if otherwise fit.) 

[ See also (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 500 (501) : 34 Cri L Jour 314, Emperor v. U jagar 
Singh. (Committal order justified on the ground of convenience.)] 

12 . (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 551 (552) : 29 Cri L Jour 612, Emperor v. Deo Narain. 
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Section 347 determine whether the correct charge to be framed is or is not one 

Note 4 which necessitates a trial by a Court of Session. 13 A committal made 

under a misapprehension of the correct offence may be quashed. 11 
On the other hand, a Magistrate should not ignore aggravating 
circumstances and himself try a case which, tailing a reasonable view 
of the depositions, must be regarded as involving the trial of the 
accused for a grave offence 15 or one in which complicated or difficult 
questions of law or fact arise which he is neither by training nor 
experience qualified to try. 16 

To decide whether he shall or shall not commit the case to the 
Court of Session, a Magistrate has to consider the gravity of the offence, 
the punishment with which, in his opinion, it ought to be met and the 
section under which he charges the accused person. He may also 
consider special, difficulties in the case or its peculiar importance and 
other matters might enter into his consideration. 17 

13 . (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 108 (111) : 24 Cri L Jour 674, Emperor v. Eari Das. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 163 (165) : 1 I. C. 104 (Bom), Emperor v. Muhammad Khan. 

(Offence under S. 409, Penal Code — Offence under S. 477A, Penal Code, triable 
exclusively by Sessions Court, added to it without any evidence for the mere pur- 
pose of committing it to that Court — Procedure is illegal.) 

14 . (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 54 (54, 55) : 4 Ind Cas 812 (All), Emperor v. Jagmolian. 
(Accused gave false information to police that certain person had committed 
murder — Held that offence fell under first paragraph of S. 211, Penal Code — 
Held further that commitment to sessions on ground that the offence fell under 
second paragraph of that section was bad because the offence was triable by the 
Magistrate.) 

15 . (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 221 (221) : 29 S L R 428 : 37 Cr. L. J. 80, Sliamhoo Bam 
v. Emperor. (A Magistrate trying an offender charged with offences under Ss. 388 
and 392 only framed a charge under S. 392 and tried and convicted the accused 
though in fact he should have framed a charge under S. 388 and should have 
committed the accused to the Court of Session under S. 347 — It was held 
that he should not have done so.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 40 (42) : 21 Cr. L. J. 10, Maze Alt v. Emperor. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 5 (5), Puran Tclec v. Bhultoo Dome. (Where it was evident 
that offence was not theft but lurking house-trespass by night with aggravating 
circumstances, held accused ought to have been committed on latter charge and 
not convicted of theft.) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 11 (11), Madhuh Ghose v. Bullyc Melca. 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 65 (65), Queen v. Bamiahal Singh. (Where bone-fractures 
have been caused in addition to other injuries, offence is grievous hurt triable by 
Court of Session and not hurt cognizable by Magistrate.) 

(’01) 24 Mad 675 (677) : 2 Weir 699, King-Emperor v. Ayyar. 

(’89) 13 Bom 502 (505), Queen-Empress v. Gundya. 

(’88) 1888 Rat 382 (383), Queen-Empress v. Bupaya. 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Bui 328 (328), King-Emperor v. Nga Po San, 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 327 (327), Queen-Empress v. Nga My a. 

(’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 30 Cr, p. 73 (74), Kalsa v. Empress. (Conviction of offence 
under S. 363, Penal Code — Prima facie case against accused of offence under 
S. 366, Penal Code, cognizable by Court of Sessions — Magistrate ought to have 
submitted record to District Magistrate under S. 346 or committed to Sessions 
under S. 347, Cr. P. C.) 

[See (’84) 10 Cal 85 (86) : 13 C L R 375, Empress v. Paramanand. (An officer 
invested with special powers under S. 34, Cr. P. C., should rarely, if ever, try a 
case himself where the accused might have been charged with an offence beyond 
jurisdiction.)] 

See also S. 346 Note 3. 

16 . (’32) AIR 1932 Rang 193 (194) : 10 Rang 495 : 34 Cr. L. J. 187, Emperor v. 
Mating Chit Sen. 

17 . (’17) AIR 1917 Bom 33 (34) : 42 Bom 172 : 19 Cri L Jour 342, Emperor v. 
Bhimaji Y enhaji. (But Magistrate must not determine whether he is to commit 
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The following have been held to be good grounds for committal : 

(l) Desirability that the case be tried by jury, or the gravity of the 
case. 18 

’(2) The Magistrate having put himself in the position of a witness by 
a local investigation. 10 

•(3) The fact that in respect of the same transaction another party of 
accused is being tried by sessions, 20 or that the facts constituting 
the offence form part of the same transaction with another offence 
triable by sessions. 21 The Lahore High Court has, however, held 
in the undermentioned cases 22 that an apparent connexion of ono 
case with another is no ground for committal. The Madras High 
Court has also held that while the fact that some connected matter 

the case or try it himself, solely by the wish of the parties and the terms of a 
Government resolution.) 

'(’32) AIR 1932 Bom 03 (03, 04) : 50 Bom 01 : 33 Cr. L. ,T. 2G2, Hart Moreshvar 
v. Emperor. 

18 . (’29) AIR 1929 Bom 313 (310) : 53 Bom 011 : 30 Cr. L. .T. 1090, Krishnaji 
Prabhahar v. Emperor. (Offence under S. 124 A, Penal Code — Accused, editor of 
widely circulated daily — Magistrate held justified in committing case to High 
Court Sessions.) 

'(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 443 (444) : 15 Ind Cas 75 (All), Durga Datt v, Eing-Empcror. 
(Criminal breach of trust in respect of Rs.40,805 — Case should be tried by Sessions 
Court and not by Magistrate.) 

•(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 259 (200), Crown v. San Pc. (Where there is any doubt 
whether the intention or knowledge of the accused was such that the offence 
would be culpable homicide the case should not be tried by any Magistrate, but 
should be committed to Sessions.) 

<’82) 5 C P L R Cr 7 (7), Empress v. Perman. 

(’75) 24 Sutli AY R Cr 24 (24), In ra Ear ay an Past. 

(’G9) 12 Suth W R Cr 7 (9), Queen v. Poonai Fallemah. (Death resulting from 
injuries inflicted — Committing is proper.) 

(’GG) 0 Suth AY R Cr 2 (2), Queen v. Sohay Dome. (Abduction of child for stealing 
ornaments.) 

(1804) 18G4 Rat 2 (2), P.cg. v. Bapu. (Cheating when case appears to be of a seri- 
ous nature, it should be sent to Sessions Court.) 

[Sec (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 145 (140) : 21 S L R 157 : 31 Cr. L. J. 590, Emperor 
v. Allalicidad. (There is no reason to commit to the sessions cases where the 
Magistrate can adequately deal with the offence himself, even if the death of a 
person is involved therein.) 

(’81) 1 Weir 288 (289). (Injury resulting in death — A’iolence — AVhen there is not 
sufficient evidence to warrant commitment, Magistrate is not justified in 
committing.)] 

[See however (’38) AIR 1938 Bom 430 (431) : 39 Cr. L. .T. 928, Emperor v. Ismail 
Umar. (It cannot be said that nose-cutting cases should, as a matter of course, 
be committed to the Court of Session for trial, although the Magistrate should 
always consider whether he ought not to commit.)] 

19. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 088 (088) : 10 Ind Cas 330 (Cal), Faear Alt v. Mazharulla. 
[See however (’24) AIR 1924 All 185 (180) : 25 Cri L Jour 005, Emperor v. Bam 

Jatan. (Magistrate having been a witness to the identification proceedings is no 
ground for commitment — In such a case the proper course is to refer the matter 
to the District Magistrate for transfer of the case to another Magistrate.)] 

20. (’17) AIR 1917 Lab 251 (251) : 18 Cr. L. J. 524 (525) : 1917 Pun Re No. 13 
Cr, Emperor v. Ali, 

21. (’20) AIR 1920 Sind 55 (57): 14 SLR 85:21Cr. L. J. 791, &'7iant v. Emperor. 

22. (’32) AIR 1932 Lah 108 (109) : 33 Cr. L. J. 255, Emperor v. Nathu. (Apparent 
connection of case under S. 320, Penal Code, with case under S. 304 is no ground 
for committing when offence involved can be adequately punished by Magistrate.) 

(’30) AER 1930 Lah 312 (313) : 31 Cr. L. J. 178, Emperor v. Karam Singh. (Theft 
case connected with murder case — Murder case pending in Sessions Court — 
Theft case also committed — Commitment quashed.) 

[See however (’33) AIR 1933 Lah 500 (501) : 34 Cr. L. J. 314, Emperor v. Ujagar 
Singh.)] 
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is already before the Court of Session may be a good ground for 
committing a case to the sessions, 23 it is not an absolute rule that 
all charges and counter- charges must be tried by the same Court. 21 
The Bombay High Court also has held that the fact that a case is 
connected with another which has been committed to the sessions 
is no ground for committal w T hen the connexion between the two 
eases is not such as would embarrass or prejudice the accused in 
the absence of such commitment. 23 
The following have been held not to be sufficient grounds for 
committal : 

(1) The mere wish of parties 20 or the fact that the accused wants 

to have the benefit of a trial by jury. 27 

(2) The mere fact that the case has caused a sensation in a 

particular community. 28 

(3) The terms of a Government resolution. 23 
See also the cases cited below. 30 

If a committal would result in an unwarrantable waste of time 
without advantage to anybody and the Magistrate is competent to try 
the case, he acts properly in not committing. 31 

It has been held in the undermentioned cases 32 that where an 
offender appears to be deserving of a greater punishment than the 

23 . (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 907 (908) : 42 Mad 83 : 19 Cr. L. J. 997, Crown Prosecutor 
v. Bliagavathi. 

24 . (’32) AIR 1932 Mad -502 (504): 33 Cri L Jour 705, Lalcslminarayana v. 
Suryanarayana. 

[See also (’40) 1940 Mad W N 530 (530), Oonna Mudali v. Emperor . (Where in 
a case the offences disclosed are triable by a second class Magistrate who can 
adequately deal with them, the mere fact that the case is counter to a prelimi- 
nary register case which has to be committed to the sessions is not a sufficient 
reason for treating the former case also a preliminary register case.) 

(’32) 1932 Mad W N 092(097), Jaggnnaidu v. Emperor. (A Magistrate can never 
be justified in exposing any person to the anxiety and expense of a trial in the 
Sessions Court merely because he is the complainant or one of the prosecution 
party in a counter case in which the accused is committed to session for trial — 
Per Reilly, J.)] 

25 . (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 057 (058) : 21 1. C. S97 (Bom), Emperor v. Asha Bliathi. 

26 . (’17) AIR 1917 Bom 33 (34) : 42 Bom 172 : 19 Cri L Jour 342, Emperor v. 
Bhimaji Vcnhaji. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Bom 251 (252) : 27 Cr. L. J. 479, Emperor v. Achaldas. (Reguest 
by accused.) 

[See also (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 224 (225) : 2 S L R 9, Emperor v. Tarumal. (Case 
committed merely because of counsel’s wish — Commitment was quashed.)] 

27 . (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 63 (04) : 56 Bom 61 : .33. Cr. L. J. 262 Hart Moreslivar 
v. Emperor. 

28 . (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 251 (252) : 27 Cr. L. J. 479, Emperor v. Aclialdas. 

29 . (’17) AIR 1917 Bom 33 (34) : 42 Bom 172 : 19 Cri L Jour 342, Emperor v. 
Bhimaji Vcnhaji. 

30 . (’76) 1876 Rat 110 (110). (Mere facts that the Magistrate is going on leave, 
that the witnesses for the defence are not present and that his successor will find 
it inconvenient to try the case de novo are not sufficient grounds for committal.) 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 14 (14), In re Anunto Eoyburt. (That the accused has been 
committed to the sessions already for another offence is no ground for committing.) 

31. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 755 (759):27 Cr.L. J.313, B. N. By. Go. Ltd. v. Sliaik Malcbul. 
[Sec also (’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 360 (361) : 1 S. L. R. 103, Emperor v. Ahmed Shah. 

(Committing Magistrates are not to shirk their responsibiilties of deciding cases 
by unnecessary committal to sessions.) 

32. (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 185 (185), Emperor v. Umrai. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 500 (501) : 34 Cri L Jour 314, Emperor v. Ujager Singh. 
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Magistrate can inflict, lie should commit the case. On the other hand, it 
has been pointed out that where the sub-Mngistrate has no jurisdiction 
but the District Magistrate has, the former would ho well advised to 
submit the case to the latter rather than to commit, so that the valuable 
time of the Sessions Court may be saved. 33 When two or more persons 
are jointly indicted and the jurisdiction of the Magistrate is ousted 
in the case of one of them, the proper course is to commit both or all 
for trial before a Court of Session. 31 

5. “Under the provisions hereinbefore contained.” — Before 
the amendment of this section, it contained the words “stop further 
proceedings.” These words gave rise to a conflict of opinions, one view 
being that they permitted the Magistrate to disregard the provisions of 
chapter XVIII and commit the case to sessions immediately lie formed 
the opinion that the case should be committed; 1 the other view was 
that s. 347 did not in any way override the provisions of chapter XVIII 
or dispense with the obligation of following them, and that the words 
“stop further proceedings” meant to stop proceeding with the -case ns 
a; trial and to proceed to commit to sessions. 2 The conflict has been 
set at rest in favour of the latter view by the omission of the words in 
question. 3 It is, therefore, settled law now, that this section is controlled 
by the provisions contained in chapter XVlii. 23 The [Magistrate must, 
therefore, follow the procedure in chapter XVm, for, it can scarcely be 
disputed that the words “under the provisions hereinbefore contained” 
must relate to those provisions in chapter XVIII which define the 
procedure to be followed in inquiries into cases triable by sessions. 4 


(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 304 (304) : 19 Ind Cas 9G0 (All), Emperor v. Baldco. 

(’87) 14 Cal 355 (350), Queen-Empress v. CUandu Gowala. 

(’80) 188G A IV N 250 (250), Empress v. Bchari. (If Magistrate considers punish- 
ment he can award would he inadequate he can commit.) 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 58 (00) (FB), Queen v. Shcogolam Bass. 

(’92) 10 Bom 580 (583, 580) : 1892 Rat 577, Queen-Empress v. Abdul. 

(’89) 11 All 393 (395) : 1889 A W N 152, Queen-Empress v. Khalak. 

33. (1805) 2 Suth W R Cr L 19 (19). 

34. (’08) 1 IVoir 448 (449). 

Note 5 

1. (’98) 1898 Bat 975 (975), In re Clive Durant. 

(’09) 8 Cri L Jour 221 (223) : 1 Ind Cus 409 : 30 Cal 48, Phanindra Nath v. 
Emperor. (1898 Rat 975, followed.) 

2. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. S77 (882) : 0 L. B. R. 129 : 17 Ind Cas 813 (FB), Emperor v. 

. Channing Arnold. (Robinson, J,, dissenting.) 

(’12) 13 Cr.Ii.J. 778 (780) : 30 Mad 321 : 17 I.C. 410, Sessions Judge of Coimbatore 
v. Immudi Kumar a. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 043 (G44) : 15 Cr. L. J. 36G, In re Chinnavan. (13 Cr. L. J. 
877 (FB) (LB) followed.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435) : 53 All 092 : 32 Cr.L.J. 849, Ram Glmlam v. Emperor - 
(’24) AIR 1924 Sind 01 (01, 02) : 17 Sind L R 188 : 20 Cr. L. J. 148, Vtilibai v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’36) AIR 1930 All 134 (130) : 37 Cr. L. J. 337 : 58 All 071 (FB), Emperor v. 
Ashgar. (A Magistrate is, after the amendment of 1923, not empowered to pass 
an order of commitment without following the provisions of Chapter XVIII.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 502 (503):33 Cr.L.J. 705, Lakshminarayana y.Suryanarayana - 
(’31) AIR 1931 Bom 517 (518) : 33 Cri L Jour 68, K. R. Bhat v. Emperor. 

3a. (’36) AIR 1936 All 134 (138) : 37 Cr. L. J. 337 : 58 All 671 (FB), Emperor v. 
Asghar. 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 All 134(136): 37 Cr.L.J. 337:58 All 071 (BB), Emperor v.Asghar. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Mad 862 (863) : 52 Mad 995 : 31 Cr.L.J. 273, Damodaran v. Emperor. 
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Section 347 
Note S 


The Magistrate need not, however, re-commence the inquiry or 
take evidence de novo. It is only required that the further proceedings 
necessary for commitment shall be taken as directed in chapter xviii.° 
From the moment the Magistrate decides to commit, what has hitherto 
been a trial becomes an enquiry under chapter xvill . 5 6 The charge already 
framed must be set aside in order that the Magistrate may get back to 
the stage at which preliminary case proceedings may be applied . 7 

But it is only in respect of the offence for which the accused is 
to be committed that the proceedings are taken out of chapter XXI. The 
other proceedings must remain covered by that chapter. So, where a 
Magistrate, having taken cognizance of a case, frames charges, comes 
to the conclusion that so far as one of the charges is concerned the 
accused should be committed, and as regards the other, the offence is 
not proved, he is entitled under S. 347 to commit for the former charge, 
but this does not affect his obligation to acquit the accused of the 
latter charge . 8 

Though the Magistrate need not commence proceedings de novo, 
-once he decides to commit, he must not deprive the accused of any 
right which he might have exercised under chapter XVIII, had the case 
been treated from the outset as a preliminary enquiry . 9 Where the 
accused has had no opportunity of adducing evidence before the com- 
mittal, the committal should be quashed . 10 Also, where the evidence 
had not been read over to the witnesses as required by S. 208 read with 
S. 360, it w r as held that it was not a mere formal omission but one that 
may deprive the accused of the valuable right to contradict the witnesses 
•during the sessions trial by reference to their prior statements . 11 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 389 (391) : ILR (1940) Lah 151 (161), Fasal v. Emperor. 
■(’36) AIR 193G All 134 (137) : 37Cr.L. J.337 : 58 All GU(FB), Emperor v. Asghar. 
{’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435) : 53 All 692 : 32 Cr. L. J. 849, Ram Ghulam v. Emperor. ' 
(The Magistrate must not deprive the accused of any right which he might have 
exercised under Chapter XYIII if the case had been treated as an enquiry under 
chapter from the outset.) 

■(’80) 2 All 910 (912), Empress of India v. IlaM Baksh. 

(’69) INWPHECr 307 (311), Government Prosecutor v. Amcer-ood-deen. 

Bee also S. 206 Note 5. 

■6. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 666 (667) : 32 Cr.L.J. 243, Panchanan Sarkar v. Emperor. 
{’33) AIR 1933 Cal 354 (357) : 60 Cal 643 : 34 Cr.L.J. 611, Sudhindra v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435): 53 All 692: 32 Cr.L.J. 849, Ram Ghulam v. Emperor. 

7. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 502 (504) : 33 Cri L Jour 765, Lakshminarayana v. 
Suryanarayana. 

8. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 547 (548) : 26 Cr.L.J. 520, Bisliambar Nath v. Emperor. 
■9. (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 389 (391) : I L R (1940) Lah 151 (161), Fasal v. Emperor. 

(If the Magistrate commits the accused subject to the safeguards relating to the 
rights of the accused, any statement recorded by him in the presence of the 
accused prior to the commitment would be the evidence of a witness duly recorded 
under Chapter XVIII, and may, therefore, be transferred and treated as substan- 
tive evidence in the trial before the Sessions Court under S. 288.) 

{’36) AIR 1936 All 134 (137) : 37 Cr.L.J. 337 : 5S All 671 (EB), Emperor v. Asghar. 
•(’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435): 53 All 692: 32 Cr.L.J. 849, Ram Ghulam v. Emperor. 

10. (’36) AIR 1936 All 134 (138, 139) : 37 Cr.L.J. 337 : 58 All 671 (EB), Emperor 
v. Asghar. (Magistrate committing accused to Sessions Court after examining 

■ only some prosecution witnesses — Committal should be quashed.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 502 (502, 503) : 33 Cri L Jour 765, Lakshminarayana v. 
Suryanarayana. 

1 1. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 862(863):52 Mad 995:31Cr,L.J.273, Damodaran v. Emperor. 
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After the Magistrate has decided to commit the case, is the accused 
entitled to cross-examine tho witness? If the accused has cross-examined 
the witnesses before the Magistrate decides to commit, ho has no further 
right of cross-examination after the charge is amended. For, the amended 
charge is framed under S. 210 which does not allow the accused the 
right of further cross-examination . 12 In the undermentioned case , 13 
during the examination of the first witness for the prosecution the 
Magistrate intimated to the accused his intention of committing him 
to a Court of Session but the accused declined to cross-examine the 
witnesses and after the charge was framed he prayed that he might 
bo allowed to do so, it was held that he was not entitled to do so. But 
it is surmised that if the accused, though having had the opportunity 
to cross-examine does not avail himself of it, because the enquiry 
having been originally under chapter XXI, he was led to believe that he 
would have the right of cross-examination after the charge is framed, 
the accused should not be prejudiced by the conversion of the trial 
into a preliminary enquiry and should be afforded an opportunity of 
cross-examination . 1 ' 1 When the application to cross-examine is made, 
before the Magistrate frames a charge and decides to commit the case, 
it must, of course, be granted . 15 In the undermentioned case 10 it wns 
held that the accused would be allowed to cross-examine the witnesses 
if his application wns made before the prosecution closed its case, but 
not if the application was made after. Referring to this decision, 
however, a recent Calcutta case has held that such a distinction did 
not exist . 17 

In order that a committal may be quashed on the ground that the 
provisions of chapter XVIII have not been followed, it must be shown 
that the accused has been prejudiced by the irregularity . 18 But before 
the committal, the accused is entitled to claim that provisions relating 
to enquiries before the commitment shall be observed irrespective of 
any question ns to prejudice. 1 '' 

Since the effect of the Magistrate’s decision to commit is to convert 
the proceedings into a preliminary enquiry, it follows that if there be 
■a change of Magistrates before the actual committal, the accused will 
not be entitled to a dc novo enquiry as proviso (a) of S. 350 (l) applies 
only to trials and not to enquiries . 20 


12. (’31) AIR 1931 All 434 (435) : 53 All GD2 : 32 Or. L. J. S49, Bam Ghulam v. 
Emperor. (AIR 1924 All <365, to the contnt, not approved.) 

1 3. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593 (595):57 Cal 44:30 Cr.L.J, 1 107, G. V. Raman v. Emperor. 

14. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593(596):57 Cal 44:30 Cr.L.J.1107, G. V. Raman v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 502 (504) : 33 Cri L Jour 765, Lakshminarayana v. Svrya- 

narayana. (Obiter.) 

15. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 780 (780): 51 Cal 442:26 Cr.L.J. 63, Jyotsna Nath v. Emperor. 

16. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 688 (688) : 16 I. C. 336 (Cal), Fazar AH v. Mazharnlla. 
(In this case all prosecution witnesses but one were examined.) 

17. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 593(597):57 Cal 44:30 Cr.L.J. 1107, G. V. Raman v. Emperor. 

18. (’31) AIR 1931 Bom 517 (518) : 33 Cri L Jour 68, K. R. Bhat v. Emperor. 
{’14) AIR 1914 Mad 643 (644) : 15 Cri L Jour 366, In re Chinnavan. 

19. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 8G2(864):52 Mad 995:31 Cr.L.J .273, Damodaran v. Emperor, 

20. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal G66 (668) : 32 Cr.L.J. 243, Panchanan Sarlcar v. Emperor, 
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Section 348 


348 .* (1) Whoever, having been convicted of 
Trial of persons an offence punishable under Chapter 
previously convicted X n or Chapter xvn of the Indian 

coinage, stamp-iaw renal uoae with imprisonment for a 
°r property. term of three years or upwards, is 

again accused of any offence punishable under either 
of those chapters with imprisonment for a term of 
three years or upwards, shall if the Magistrate before 
whom the case is pending is satisfied that there are 
sufficient grounds for committing the accused, be 
committed to the Court of Session or High Court, as 
the ease may be, unless the Magistrate is competent, 
to try the case and is of opinion that he can himself 
pass an adequate sentence if the accused is convicted: 


Provided that, if any Magistrate in the district 
has been invested with powers under section 30, the 
ease may be transferred to him instead of being 
committed to the Court of Session. 


(2) When any person is committed to the Court 
of Session or High Court under sub-section ( 1 ), any 
other person accused jointly with him in the same 
inquiry or trial shall be similarly committed unless 
the Magistrate discharges such other person under- 
section 209. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. j 

2. Scope of the section. I 

3. Previous conviction should have j 

been under chapter XII or j 
chapter XVII of the Penal Code. [ 

4. “ Having been convicted.” \ 

5. “ Punishable under . ... . of the j 

Indian Penal Code." j 

6. “For a term of three years or j 

upwards." I 


7. “Shall be committed.” 

8. Magistrate cannot act under 
section 349. 

9. “Unless he can himself pass an 
adequate sentence.” 

.0. Transfer to Magistrate specially 
empowered. 

11. Procedure before specially- 
empowered Magistrate. 


* Code of 1898, original S. 348. 

348. Whoever, having been convicted of an offence punishnble under 
Chapter XII or Chapter XVII of the Indian Penal Code with 
imprisonment, for a term of three years or upwards, is 
again accused of any offence punishable under either of 
those chapters with imprisonment for a term of three years 
or upwards, shall be committed to the Court of Session or 
High Court, as the case may be, unless the Magistrate before 
whom the proceedings are pending is of opinion that he can himself pass an 
adequate sentence if the accused is convicted : 

Provided that, if the District Magistrate has been invested with powers- 
under section 30, the case may be transferred to him instead of being committed, 
to the Court of Session. 


Trial of persons 
previously convicted 
of offences against 
coinage, stamp-law 
or properly. 


1882 ; S. 348; 1872 ; S. 315; 1861 — Nil. 
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Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 

Committal to the District Magistrate. Second oflcncc should be after previous 
See Note 11. conviction. Sec Note 4. 

Discretion of Magistrate. See Note 7. When the Magistrate can commit. See 
Magistrate cannot convict. See Note 7. Note 9. 

1. Legislative changes The following changes were made 

in the section by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 
XVIII of 1923 : 

(1) The words “if the Magistrate before whom . . . committing the 
accused” in sub-s.(l) are new. The amendment has been made on 
the lines of S. 209. 1 

(2) In the same sub-section the words “is competent to try the case 

and” have been substituted for the words "before whom the 
proceedings are pending" in order “to make it clear that the section 
does not empower the Magistrate to pass a sentence in a case which 
he is not competent to try.” 2 

<8) The words “any Magistrate in the district” in the proviso to the 
same sub-section have been substituted for the words “the District 
Magistrate.” By reason of the amendment a case of an old 
offender may now bo transferred not only to a District Magistrate 
empowered under S. 30, but also to any other Magistrate in the 
district specially empowered under that section. 

( 4 ) Sub-section (2) is new. 

2. Scope of the section. — Section 75 of the Penal Code provides 
for enhanced punishment or punishment of a different kind for offences 
under chapter XII (offences relating to coin or Government stamp) 
and chapter XVII (offences against property) of the said Code where 
the accused has been previously convicted for a similar offence. There 
are also local or special laws which provide for enhanced punishment 
or punishment of a different kind on a second conviction for certain 
classes of offences specified therein. See for an illustration, S.23 of the 
Criminal Tribes Act (VI of 1924). 

This section specifies the tribunal to which old offenders in respect 
of the offences specified should be sent for trial by the Magistrates 
before whom they are charged. The object underlying the section is 
that the accused should be tried by a tribunal which could award him 
a punishment adequato to the circumstances of his case. 

In order that this section may apply — 

(1) both the offences, namely, that for which the accused has been 

previously convicted and that for which he is being tried, must 
fall under one or other of the two chapters, namely chapter XII or 
chapter Xvil of the Penal Code, and : 

(2) both must have been offences punishable with imprisonment for a 
■ - - term of three years or .upwards.- 

Section 348 — Note 1 

1. Select Committee Report of 1916, clause 80. 

2. Select Committee Report of 1922, clause 90. - - 
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Notes 1-2 



1966 TRIAL OP PERSONS CONVICTED AGAINST COINAGE, ETC. [CH. 24. 


Section 358 
Notes 2-3 


The above conditions are the same as those necessary for the 
applicability of s. 75 1 of the Penal Code and the cases bearing on the 
latter section have therefore been referred to in the following Notes as 
an aid to the interpretation of this section. 

3. Previous conviction should have been under Chapter 
XII or Chapter XYII of the Penal Code. — As has been seen in 
Note 2 above, the previous conviction should have been one for an 
offence under chapter XII or chapter XVII of the Penal Code. 1 Prom 
this the following propositions follow : 

(1) An attempt (to commit an offence) punishable under s. 511 of the 
Penal Code not being an offence under chapter xn or chapter xvn 
of the Penal Code, a previous conviction therefor will not count 
for the purposes of this section. 2 Conversely, no previous conviction 
under chapter XII or chapter XVII of the Code can be reckoned 
against an accused when the subsequent offence with which he is 
charged is an attempt punishable under section 511. 3 

(2) A previous conviction under any local or special law is not a 
conviction for an offence under the Penal Code and will not count 

Note 2 

1. Section 75 of the Penal Code is given below for facility of reference : 

75P Whoever, having been convicted, — 

Enhanced punishment (a) by a Court in British India, of an offence punish- 
for certain offences under able under Chapter XII or Chapter XVII of this 
Ch.XIIorCh.XVII after Code with imprisonment of either description for 
previous conviction. a term of three years or upwards, or 

(b) by a Court or tribunal (in any Indian State acting under the general or 
special authority of the Central Government or of the Crown Represen- 
tative), 11 of an offence which would, if committed in British India, have 
been punishable under those Chapters of this Code with like imprisonment 
for the like term, 

shall be guilty of any offence punishable under either of those Chapters with life 
imprisonment for the like term, shall be subject for every such subsequent offence 
to transportation for life, or to imprisonment of either description for a term 
which may extend to ten years. 

a. Substituted by the Indian Penal Code Amendment Ac;, 3910 (III of 3910) f or the 

original section. 

b. Substituted by the A. O. for "in the territories of any Native Prince or State in 

India acting under the general or special authority of. the G. G. in C. or of 
any L. G.” 

Note 3 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 286 (286) : 24 Gri L Jour 944, Failuv. Crown. (Conviction 
under S. 411, Penal Code — Previous conviction under S. 369 cannot be taken into 
account under S. 75, Penal Code.) 

2. (’68) 1 Weir 36 (36). . 

(’88) 1 Weir 37 (37), In re Motaiuel Pahuran. 

(’81) 3 All 773 (774) : 1881 A W N 69, Empress of India v. Bamdayal, 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 496, Nga Pru Tun v. Queen-Empress. 

(’95) 17 All 123 (125) : 1895 AWN 23, Queen-Empress v. Barosa. (3 All 773, 
approved.) 

(’95) 17 All 120 (123) : 1895 A W N 22, Queen-Empress v. Ajudhia. 

(’80) 5 Bom 140 (142), Empress v. Nana Bahim. (Per Westropp, C. J. and 
Kemball, J. ; Mel vill, J., dissenting.) 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 85 (85) : 1906 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, Jhamman Lai v. Emperor. 
(’87) 14 Cal 357 (357), Queen-Empress v. Sricharan Bauri. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 35 (35), Queen v. Damu Haree. 

(’84) 1884 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, p. 59 (60), Empress v. Fattu. 

3. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 85 (85) : 1906 Pun Re No. 14 Cr, Jhamman Lai v. Emperor. 
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for the purposes of this section . 4 The Sind Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court has, however, held that where an offender is dealt with 
under a special law which provides that certain offences punishable 
under the Penal Code are punishable under that law, s. 75 of the 
Penal Code will apply . 5 See also the undermentioned cases.® 

(3) A previous conviction given before the Penal Code came into force 
cannot be taken into account for the purposes of this section." 

5, “Having been convicted.” — The words “having been con- 
victed shall be guilty of any offence” in S. 75 of the Penal Code 

have been held to imply that the previous conviction should have 
been before the commission of the offence with which the accused is 
subsequently charged . 1 The reason is that a man should be treated as 
an old offender only if it can be shown that the first conviction had 
no effect on him. It cannot be said that the first conviction had no 
effect in a case where such conviction was after the commission of the 
offence for which the accused is subsequently tried . 2 This section uses 
the words “is again accused of any offence, etc.,” but it is conceived 
that the said principle will equally apply to the interpretation of this- 
section also. Consequently, this section will not apply unless the- 
offenco with which a person is "again accused” was committed after 
the previous convictions . 3 Under S. 75 of the Penal Code, the previous 

4. {'93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 378, Queen. Empress v. Nga Tha Kaing. 
(Previous conviction under Lower Burma Villages Act.) 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 10G1 (1002) : 1901 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, Emperor v. Elian Muham- 
mad. (Previous conviction under the Punjab Frontier Crimes Regulation, 1887, 
on verdict of n Jirga.) 

(’77) 1 Weir 39 (39). (Prior conviction under Rcgn. IV of 1821.) 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 Sind 17 (19) : 11 Sind L R 4G : 18 Cri L Jour 909 (910 ),Ma:ar 
Attamahomcd v. Emperor. (Previous conviction by the Council of Elders under 
the Sind Frontier Regulation, 1892.) 

6. (’93) 7 C P L R Cr 24 (2G), Empress v. Lalsing. (Conviction in Berar Assigned 
Districts passed under the I. P. C. in accordance with an executive notification of 
the Governor-General of India in Council is not a conviction under the Penal Codo 
for purpose of S. 75, 1. P. C., but such conviction can bo taken into consideration 
for determining the measure of punishment to be awarded for the later oflenco.) ■ 

(’33) AIR 1933 Pesli G (8), Emperor v. Johnson. (District Magistrate passing 
sentence under Frontier Province Regulation, 1931 — Such sentence can bo tnken 
into consideration — Previous conviction before Court Martial cannot however bo 
considered for enhancement under S. 75, Penal Code.) 

7. (’GG) 4 Bom H C R Cr 11 (12), Beg. v. ICushya Tcsu. 

(18G5) 4 Suth W R Cr 9 (10), Queen v. Hurpal. (Fer Kemp and Glover JJ; 
Campbell, J., dissenting.) 

(18G5) 5 Suth W R Cr 6G (G7), Queen v. Puban. 

(’82) 10 Cal L R 392 (392), Budhon Bttjwar v. Empress. • 

(’68) 1808 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, p. 89 (90), Hurlcislicn v. Croton. 

Note 4 

1. (’75) 1 All 637 (637), Empress of India v. Mcgha. (Accused committing offence 
punishable under Chap. XII or Chap. XVII and previously to his being convicted of 
such offence commits another such offence — S. 75 not applied.) 

(’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 39 Cr, p. 65 (65), Qobind v. Empress. (Previous conviction 
fourteen days after commission of subsequent offence — Section not applicable.) 
(’18) AIR 1918 Low Bur 121 (121) : 19 Cr. L. J. 47 : 9 Low Bur Rul 77, Po So v. 
Emperor. (Previous conviction subsequent to commission of offence charged.) 
(’75) 1 Weir 39 (39). (Prisoner cannot be charged under S. 75 for offence committed' 
subsequent to the date of offence for whioh he is on his trial.) 

2. (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 66 (67), Queen v. Puban. 

3. (’79) 1879 Rat 143 (144), Queen-Empress v. Appa. 
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conviction must have been by a Court in British India or by a Court 
or tribunal, in any Indian State acting under the general or special 
authority of the Central Government or of the Crown Representative. 
A conviction by a Court in a Native State, not acting under any such 
authority, cannot be reckoned for the purposes of that section. 4 See 
also the undermentioned case. 5 

5. “Punishable under .... of the Indian Penal Code.” — 

It is to be noted that for the application of this section it is not 
necessary that the previous sentence should have been three years or 
upwards; it is sufficient that the offence of which the accused w r as 
•convicted is punishable under the Penal Code with imprisonment for 
three years or more. See also Note 3 above. 

6. “For a term of three years or upwards.” — Where the 
subsequent offence, though falling under chapter XII or chapter xvn 
of the Penal Code, is punishable with imprisonment for less than 
three years ( e . g. S. 403, Penal Code), this section will not apply. 1 

7. “ Shall be committed.” — It is the duty of the Magistrate 
to commit the accused to the Sessions Court or the High Court, as the 
■case may be, if the conditions of the section are satisfied, 1 viz., 

(l) that the accused has been previously convicted of an offence of 
the kind referred to in the section ; 

<2) that the Magistrate is satisfied that there are sufficient grounds 
for committing the accused, and 

■(3) that the Magistrate is either not competent to try the case or is of 
opinion that he cannot himself pass an adequate sentence if the 
accused is convicted. 

The prosecution and the Magistrate should, therefore, ascertain 
and take notice of any circumstances showing that the accused is a 
habitual offender who ought, under this section, to be committed. 2 
For this purpose, the Magistrate must, either as a preliminary matter 

4. (’19) AIR 1919 All G3 (63) : 42 All 136 : 21 Cr.L. J. 14.4., Bhanwarv. Emperor. 
(Previous convictions by the Dig Nizanmt in the Bhnrntpur State.) 

■(’05) 2 Gri L Jour 749 (750) : 1 Nag L R 137, Ghasia Tcli v. Emperor, (Previous 
conviction by Nandgaon State.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 527 (527) : 20 I C 1007 : 1913 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, Bahawal v. 
Emperor. (Previous conviction in Bikanir State.) 

See also S. 221 Note 6. 

5. (’33) AIR 1933 Pesh 6 (9), Emperor v. Johnson. (Previous conviction before 
Court Martial cannot be taken into consideration under S. 75, Penal Code.) 

Note 6 

1. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 496, Nga Pru Tun v. Queen-Empress. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 439 (440) : 11 Ind Cas 623 (Lah), Chandaria v. Emperor. 

Note 7 

1. (’99) 2 Weir 422 (422), In re Mari Naiclccn. (S. 380, Penal Code.) 

.(’78) 1878 Pun Re No. 18 Cr, p. 45 (45), Grown v. Subhan. (S. 457, Penal Code, 
with four previous convictions of theft.) 

(’99) 2 Weir 423 (423), In re Dasari Ramudu. 

(1864) 2 Bom H C R Cr 126 (127), Reg. v. Ganu Ladu. (Ss. 380, 454, Penal Code.) 
-(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 37 (37), Doobri Hulwai v. A dumb person. 

(’94) 1894 Rat 704 (704), Queen-Empress v. Gandasing. (Old offender under Ss. 380, 
457, Penal Code.) 

•(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 335 (335), Queen-Empress v. Nga Ne Dun. 

2. (’89) 1889 Rat 461 (462), Queen-Empress v. Karim. 
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or at any rate before framing a charge, determine whether there has Section 338 

been a previous conviction ; having decided that point, he will have to Note 7 

consider whether, in tho circumstances of the case, his powers cnnblo 

him to pass a sufficiently severe sentence. If they do not so permit, hut 

the evidence does not warrant tho discharge of tho accused, he must 

frame a charge under S. 210 and commit him for trial under chapter 18 

of the Codo. s When an old convict for theft is again found prowling 

about at night and seems to he again, under these circumstances, 

guilty of stealing, he has created against himself a presumption of 

criminal habit which, if unrebutted, would justify a Magistrate in 

applying, ordinarily, the rule of this section. 31 

Tho fact that the property stolen was small in value is no reason 
by itself for not committing tho accused and for passing a small 
sentence on him. 4 On tho other hand, the Court should, as was held 
by Macleod, C. J., in King -Emperor v. Gala Mana , 6 exercise a 
wise discretion in making the penalty fit tho crime, and should not 
ordinarily consider petty offenders liable to such heavy punishment 
as to necessitate their committal to tho Court of Session. Thus, it has 
been hold that tho lapse of a long time since tho previous conviction 
together with the fact that the accused has been leading a blameless 
lifo in the interval will make tho application of S.75, Penal Code 
inappropriate. 0 See also the undermentioned case. 7 

The Magistrate has no jurisdiction, if the conditions of the section 
are satisfied, to do anything but commit the caso to the sessions or 
transfer it to a duly empowered Magistrate. 8 He has thus no power to 

3. (’14) AIR 1914 Mad 149 (149, 150) : 38 Mad 552 : 15 Cr.L. J. 188, In rc Kora 
Scllandi. (Conviction before commitment, however, would bar the trial by tho 
Court of Session under S. 403, Criminal Procedure Code.) 

3a. (’81) 1881 All W N 153 (153, 154), Empress v. Budha. 

4. (’87) 1887 All W N 194 (194), Empress v. Jhanda. (Theft of property worth 
rupee ono or rupee one and annas four.) 

(’03) 1903 Pun Bo No. 2S Cr, p. 72 (73) : 1 Cr.L.J. Ill, King-Emperor v. NnrDin. 

(Theft of a pair of shoes.) 

5. (’24) AIB 1924 Bom 453 (453): 20 Cr.L.J. 759. (Even if suoh petty offenders aro 
committed thoro is no necessity for Sessions Judge to inflict a vindictive sentonce.) 

6. (’20) AIB 1920 Lah G17 (G17) : 27 Cr.L.J. 944, Isliar Singh Emperor. (Pre- 
vious conviction 12 years back.) 

(’27) AIB 1927 Lah 047 (047) : 28 Cr. L. J. 100, Khushdil v. Emperor. (Provious 
conviction 20 to 25 years back.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 293 (294) (Lah), Kasim Ali v. Emperor. (Accused of advanced 
age — Offence petty — Previous convictions for petty offences 10 years ago — Accused 
adopting regular life since then — Largo family depending upon him — S. 75 
not applied.) 

(’35) 1935 Mad TV N 1294 (1295), Chinnatliambi Goundcn v. Emperor. (Accused 
an elderly man — Provious conviction 7 years back — Value of property stolen 
small — S. 75 not applied.) 

(’29) AIB 1929 Lah 278 (278) : 30 Cri L Jour 370, Kunj Lai v. Emperor. (S. 75, 

Penal Codo is directed against habitual offenders — Where the subsequent offence 
was committed after a lapse of nine years during which time the accused was 
leading a blameless life, held that S. 75 could not be invoked in such a caso.) 

7. (’33) 1933 Mad W N 1259 (1200), Kuppuswami Chatty v. Emperor. (Accused 
cannot bo sentenced to an altogether incommensurate punishment for a trivial 
offence merely because ho has been convicted many times before.) 

8. (’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 05 (66) : 34 Ind Cas 313 (314) : 17 Cri L Jour 201, 

Emperor v. Po Yin. (4 Low Bur Bui 282, referred.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 478 (480) : 4 Low Bur Bui 282, Emperor v. Po Time. 

(’72) 1872 Pun Be No. 31 Cr, p. 41 (41), Bhahadur Khan v. Grown. 
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find the accused guilty .° Accordingly, where the accused had been 
previously* convicted for an offence under chapter xvn of the Penal 
Code and the Magistrate noted his opinion that a more severe punish- 
ment than he could impose was required, it was held that he would be 
acting ultra vires if he found the accused guilty . 10 Where, however, 
the fact of the previous conviction is not known to the Magistrate at 
the trial and he tries the case and passes a sentence not inadequate 
for a first offence, he cannot be said to have acted with any material 
irregularity . 11 

But where there were previous convictions alleged against the 
accused and the Magistrate, without questioning or calling for proofs 
of those convictions, held that they were not proved, and convicted and 
sentenced the accused, the omission was held to amount to a material 
error, the conviction and sentence were set aside and the case was 
remanded to the Magistrate with a view to proceed under this section . 12 

8. Magistrate cannot act under section 349. — It follows 
from what has been stated in Note 7 above that in eases where the 
accused is liable to enhanced punishment under s. 75 of the Penal 
Code, and the Magistrate thinks he cannot pass an adequate sentence, 
he must act under S. 348 and not under S. 349. 1 

Where, in such case, he acts irregularly under S. 349, it is open to 
the District Magistrate to take the case on his own file or transfer it 
to that of a first class Magistrate, the proceedings, in either case, being 
taken de novo ? 

9. “Unless he can himself pass an adequate sentence.” — 

Where the Magistrate thinks that the circumstances of the case permit 
him to pass an adequate sentence, he should try and dispose of the 
case himself . 1 It is only where, in the exercise of his discretion, he is 
of opinion that a higher punishment than what ho is empowered to 
award is necessary that he is bound to commit the accused to the 
Court of Session. If, in the exercise of his discretion, he thinks he 

(’89) 11 All 393 (395) : 1889 AWN 152, Queen-Empress v. Ehalak. 

[See also (’72-92) 1872-1992 Low Bur Bui 335 (335), Queen-Empress v. Nga Nc 
Dun. (Subordinate Magistrate should not attempt to deal with an old offender 
against whom there are two previous convictions under S. 380, Penal Code.)) 

9. (’14) AIB 1914 Mad 149 (149) : 38 Mad 552 : 15 Cri L Jour 188, In re Kora 
Sellandi. (Magistrate ought merely to frame a charge and then commit the 
accused to the sessions — If he finds him guilty before commitment, it would bar 
a fresh trial before Sessions Court under S. 403, Criminal P. C.) 

10. (’16) AIB 1916 Low Bur 65 (66) : 34 I. C.313 (314) : 17 Cr.L.J. 201, Emperor 
v. Po Yin. 

11. (’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 228 (229) : 1905 Pun Be No. 19 Cr, Emperor v. Maidhan. (A 
case referred under S. 438 for enhancement of sentence.) 

12. (’74) 1874 Pun Be No. 12 Cr, p. 21 (21), Crown v. Santu. 

Note 8 

1. (’09) 8 Cri L Jour 478 (480) : 4 Low Bur Bui 2S2, Emperor v. Po Time. 

(’16) AIB 1916 Low Bur 65 (66) : 34 I. C. 313 (314) : 17 Cr.L.J. 201, Emperor v. 

Po Yin. 

(’99) 2 Weir 423 (423), In re Dasari Bamudu. 

(’35) 1935 Mad W N 1293 (1294), Emperor v, Basava Appa Bao. 

2. (’99) 2 Weir 422 (422, 423), In re Mari Naicken. 

Note 9 

1. (’99) 2 Weir 423 (424), In re Dasari Bamudu. 
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can award an adequate sentence and tries the case himself, he cannot 
be said to have acted without jurisdiction, although a more adequate 
sentence could have been passed by his committing the accused to the 
Sessions Court . 2 An opinion has been expressed in the undermentioned 
case 3 to the effect that even where the Magistrate considers that the 
circumstances of the case permit him to pass an adequate sentence, he 
may commit the accused to the Sessions Court for trial. 

Old offenders should ordinarily he charged before first class 
Magistrates to enable adequate sentences being passed without the 
necessity of always committing the accused to the Court of Session or 
the High Court . 4 

10. Transfer to Magistrate specially empowered. — A 
Magistrate may at any stage of the proceedings without framing a 
charge send the accused to any Magistrate in the district specially 
empowered under s. 30 to he placed upon his trial. Assuming that a 
charge should be drawn up before sending the case to such Magistrate, 
the charge may he drawn up whenever the Magistrate finds tho offence 
proved which .may ho at any stage ; the evidence of one witness may 
suffice, 1 See also Note 11. 

11. Procedure before specially empowered Magistrate 

Before the amendment of S. 350 it was held in some cases that as that 
section could not he held to cover a case of transfer from one Court 
to another, a specially empowered Magistrate to whom a case is 
transferred under s. 34S cannot act on the evidence already recorded 
by the transferring Magistrate but must hear the case de novo} After 
the amendment of s. 350 by the addition of sub-s.(3) this is no longer 
good law. 

But, though the combined effects of sections 348 and 350 entitle a 
Magistrate to rely on the evidence already recorded, he cannot, at the 
same time, proceed to re-commence the enquiry and also rely upon 
the previously recorded evidence . 2 

There is no provision for committing an accused person to the 
Magistrate empowered under S. 30 to he tried as at a Court of Session. 
He must try the accused as a Magistrate invested with special powers . 3 


2. (’73) 1873 Rat 70 (72), Beg. v. Annaji Krishna. 

(’80) 2 Weir 31 (32). (The Magistrate has a discretion to try the case himself.) 

3. (’15) 38 Mad 552 (553), In re Kora Sellandi. 

4. (’99) 2 Weir 422 (422), In re Mari Naichen. 

Note 10 

1. See (’73) 1873 Run Re No. 12 Or, p. 13 (14), In re a reference from the Com- 
missioner of Lahore. [Case under 1872 Code — The proviso permitted transfer only 
to the District Magistrate invested with powers under S, 30.) 

Note 11 

1. (’02) 15 C P L R Cr 66 (67, 68), Emperor v. Kasim. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 820 (823, 824) : 1 Nag L R 187, Ladya v. Emperor. 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 Lab 238 (238) : 28 Cri L Jour 302, Kartar Singh v. Emperor. 

See also S. 350 Note 5. 

3. (’73) 1873 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 13 (14), In re a reference from the Commis- 
sioner, of Lahore. 
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3-4 0 .* (1) Whenever a Magistrate of the second 
Procedure when or third class, having jurisdiction, is 

Slsslentence suf«- opinion, after hearing the evidence 
cientiy severe. for the prosecution and the accused, 
that the accused is guilty, and that he ought to receive 
a punishment different in kind from, or more severe 
than, that which such Magistrate is empowered to 
inflict, or that he ought to he required to execute a 
bond under section 106, he may record the opinion 
and submit his proceedings, and forward the accused, 
to the District Magistrate or Sub-divisional Magistrate 
to whom he is subordinate. 


(1A) When more accused than one are being tried 
together and the Magistrate considers it necessary to 
proceed under sub-section (1 ) in regard to any of 
such accused, he shall forward all the accused who 
are in his opinion guilty to the District Magistrate 
or Sub-divisional Magistrate. 

(2) The Magistrate to whom the proceedings are 
submitted may, if he thinks fit, examine the parties 
and recall and examine any witness who has already 
given evidence in the ease and may call for and take 
any further evidence, and shall pass such judgment, 
sentence or order in the case as he thinks fit, and as 
is according to law : 

Provided that he shall not inflict a punishment 
more severe than he is empowered to inflict under 
sections 32 and 33. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Who can make a reference under 

this section. 

4. “ Having jurisdiction.” 

5. Record of opinion. 

6. Punishment “different in kind." 

7. “ More severe.” 

8. “Or that he ought to be required 

to execute a bond under sec- 
tion 106.” 

9. Procedure of referring Magis- 

trate. 

10. Sub-section (1A) — Several 
accused. 


11. To whom reference can be made. 

12. Procedure of the Magistrate to 

whom a case is referred. 

13. " Shall pass such judgment, sen- 

tence or order.” 

14. Committal to sessions. 

15. Whether superior Magistrate can 

quash proceedings. 

16. Whether superior Magistrate can 

return case. 

17. Transfer to another Magistrate. 

18. Whether superior Magistrate can 

order re-trial. 

19. Proviso. 


* 1882 : S. 349; 1872 : S. 46; 1861 : S. 277. 
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1, Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced in the Code of 1872 — 

(1) For the words “ subordinate Magistrate, ” occurring in the Code of 
18G1 (s. 277) the words “ Magistrate of the second or third class ” 
were substituted. 

(2) The words “ shall record the finding and submit his proceedings ” 
were altered into “ may record the finding and if sentence has not 
been passed, may submit his proceedings.” 

(3) The words “forward the accused” were newly added. 

(4) Before the words “sentence or order” in paragraph 2 the word 

“judgment” was introduced. 

(5) A proviso limiting the power of the superior Magistrate to those 

ordinarily exercisable by him under s. 20 of that Act was newly 
added. 

Changes introduced in the Code of 1882 — 

(1) For the words "finds an accused person guilty” in the first paragraph 
the words “is of opinion that the accused person is guilty” were 
substituted. 

(2) The words “ after hearing the evidence for the prosecution ” in the 
first paragraph were introduced. 

(3) For the words “record the finding” the words “record the opinion” 
were substituted. 

(4) The proviso was amended by the substitution of the words “ shall 
not inflict a punishment more severe than .... under Ss. 32 and 
33” for the words “shall not exceed the powers ordinarily exercisable 
.... under s. 20 of this Act.” 

Changes introduced in 1898 — 

No change has been effected except the numbering of the first and 
second paragraphs of the old section as sub-sections (l) and (2). 

Changes introduced in 1923 — 

Sub-section (1A) has been introduced by the Code of Criminal 
Procedure (Amendment) Act XVIII of 1923. It is similar in terms to 
. sub-s. {2) of S. 348 and is intended to secure identity of treatment to 
all accused. 

2. Scope of the section. — It is a general principle of law that 
only an authority who has heard the evidence is competent to decide 
whether the accused is innocent or guilty. 1 This section creates an 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Cases under section 34S. See Note 2. 
Powers of superior Magistrate. See 
Notes 12 to 10. 

Reference — Discretionary. See Note 3. 
Referring Magistrate — Duties of. See 
Note 9. 


Return of cases — Informal reference. 
See Note 10. 

Second and third class Magistrate only 
can refer. See Note 3. 

Summary cases — Applicability to. See 
Note 3. 


Section 349 — Note 2 

1. (’24) AIR 1924 Nag 37 (37): 22 Nag h R 106: 24 Cr.L.J.738, Babav. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Nag 115 (116) : 18 Cr. L. J. 35 (36) : 12 N L R 146. Emperor v. 
Bamprasad. 

See also S. 346 Note 5. 
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exception to this rule in that it provides that the Magistrate to whom 
the proceedings are submitted under this section may pass such 
judgment, sentence or order in the case as he thinks fit even on the 
evidence recorded by the referring Magistrate. 2 As such, it should he 
construed strictly. 3 

In order that the section may apply, the following conditions 
must be satisfied — 

(1) The Magistrate submitting proceedings should have jurisdiction to 
try or commit the case. 4 

(2) He must be of opinion, after hearing the evidence, that the accused 
is guilty and that he ought to receive a punishment, different in 
kind from, or more severe than, that which he is empowered to 
inflict, 5 or that he ought to he required to execute a bond under 
section 106. 

(3) He should record such opinion. 0 

This section must be read subject to the provisions of S. 34S and 
when a case falls under that section, the Court should proceed only 
thereunder and not under this section. 7 

3. Who can make a reference under this section. — This 
section does not apply to first class Magistrates. 1 According to the 
Chief Court of Lower Burma, it does not also apply to Magistrates 
trying cases summarily, the reason being that the procedure of this 
section is obviously unsuited to cases tried summarily. 2 The High 
Court of Allahabad seems to hold a contrary view. 23 

It is in the discretion of the subordinate Magistrate to decide 
whether he will send up a case or not under this section. An order by 
a superior Magistrate directing a subordinate Magistrate to send up a 
case under this section is ultra vires. 3 A District Magistrate is not 
competent to forbid, by circular, all subordinate Magistrates in his 
district from taking up cases (which the Criminal Procedure Code says 
they may take up) if they think they shall have to act under this 
section in disposing of the case. 4 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Nag 37(37, 3S): 22 NagLR 166: 24 Cr.L.J. 738, Babax. Emperor. 
('0-5) 2 Cri L Jour 369 (370) : 1905 Pun Re No. 25 Cr, Muhammad v. Emperor. 

[See however (’91) 2 Weir 690 (690): Sundaraiyarx.Tiruvengada N aid ter. (Joint 
Magistrate withdrawing case to his file cannot dispose of case on evidence 
recorded by Magistrate from whom the case is withdrawn.] 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Nag 37 (37): 22 Nag L R 166:24 Cr.L.J. 738; Baba v. Emperor. 

4. See Note 4. 

5. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 511 (512): 31 Cri L Jour 608, Suraj Narayan v. Emperor. 

6. See Note 5. 

7. (’91) 2 Weir 423 (423), In re Dasari Bamudu. 

(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 478 (480): 4 Low Bur Rul 282, Emperor v. Bo Thwc. 

(’91) 2 Weir 422 (422), In re Mari Naichen. 

Note 3 

1. (’85) 7 All 414 (419, 423) : 18S5 AWN 105 (FB), Queen-Empress v. Pershad. 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 475 (475) : 4 Low Bur Rul 277, Emperor v. Jalal Khan. (Bench 

of Magistrates are not authorized to refer under S. 349.) 

2. (’08) 8 Cri L Jour 475 (475) : 4 Low Bur Rul 277, Emperor v. Jalal Khan. 

2a. (’32) AIR 1932 All 507 (507, 508) : 33 Cri L Jour 472, Gopal v. Emperor. 

3. (’91) 2 Weir 427 (427) : 9 Mad 377, Empress v. Yiranna. 

4. (’66) 3 Bom H G R Cr 29 (32), Beg. v. Guna. 
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3. “Having jurisdiction." — A Magistrate has no power to refer, 
under this section, a case which he has no jurisdiction to try.- If he 
does so, his proceedings are illegal and void and will not empower the 
superior Magistrate to proceed under sub-s. ( 2 ) of this section. 1 But 
where the offonce was one for which the Magistrate was not competent 
to try the accused, hut for which he was empowered to commit him to 
the Court of Session, it was held that he was not entirely without 
jurisdiction and that the Magistrate to whom he referred the case, 
could, if he thought proper, commit the same to the Court of Session. 2 

5. Record of opinion. — As has been seen in Note 2 above, it is 
necessary that the Magistrate should record his opinion as to the guilt 
of the accused and the necessity for inflicting on him a punishment 
different in kind from or more severe than that which he is empowered 
to give, or the necessity for talcing a bond from him under s. 106 of 
this Code. 

Where a case was transferred by a Magistrate of the third class 
to a District Magistrate without any request to the latter to take up 
the case and without stating any of the three grounds mentioned in 
the section, it was held that the transfer could not be considered to he 
one under this section. 1 

6. Punishment “different in kind.” — It has been held by 
the Judicial Commissioner’s Court of Nagpur that a submission of 
proceedings for the purpose of talcing action under S.562 cannot be 
considered to he one under this section inasmuch as the order under 
that section directing the releaso of the accused on probation of good 
conduct is not a punishment at all, and is, therefore, not a “punishment 
different in kind" from that which the Magistrate is empowered 
to inflict, 1 In the undermentioned case 2 where the sub -Magistrate 
convicted the two accused and sent up the third (a youth) under this 
section because he could not deal with a juvenile offender, the High 
Court of Madras held that the case of all tho three accused should 
have been referred and not that of the third accused alone. It seems 
to have been assumed that a submission of proceedings in respect of 
an adolescent offender for being dealt with under S. 562 may he done 
under this section. The actual decision was, however, to the effect 
that one of the accused alone could not be sent up under this section. 

7. “More severe." — Where a Magistrate of the third class who 
is empowered to inflict a fine not exceeding fifty rupees convicted 
certain persons of theft, but sent them up to a superior Magistrate 
under this section recommending the infliction of a fine of Es. 15 on 

Note 4 

1. (’99) 1 Bom L E 27 (29), Queen-Empress v. Sita Bam. 

2. (’86) 13 Cal 305 (307), Abdul TVaheb v. Ghandia. 

See also Note 14 and S. 206 Note 3. 

Note 5 

1. (’90) 12 All 66 (68) : 1890 AWN7, Empress v. Badhc. 

Note 6 

1. (>24) AIR 1924 Nag 37 (38) : 22 Nag L E 166:24 Cr.L.J. 738, Babax. Emperor. 

2. (’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 624 (624): 109 I, C. 816 (Mad), Murugcsa Eoundan v. Emperor. 
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them, it was held that the submission was improper inasmuch as the 
proposed fine could be inflicted by the third class Magistrate himself 
and as the section did not apply unless the referring Magistrate was of 
opinion that he was not competent to inflict the punishment deserved 
by the accused . 1 

8. “Or that he ought to be required to execute a bond 
under section 106.” — When a Magistrate is of opinion that the 
accused ought to be required to execute a bond under S. 10G, he ought 
not to convict and sentence the accused before referring the case 
under this section, for S. 10G requires that the conviction and order for 
furnishing security should be passed by one and the same Magistrate . 1 
If he convicts the accused, his recommendation that an order for 
furnishing security be passed will be without jurisdiction and any order 
of the superior Magistrate under S. 106 will also be without jurisdiction. 
It does not necessarily follow, however, that the conviction will be 
defective . 2 Similarly, where a second class Magistrate sent up a case 
to a joint Magistrate as he was of opinion that an order under S. 10G 
was necessary, and the latter passed the order under that section, but 
returned the case to the sub-Magistrate for conviction, it was held 
that the joint Magistrate acted without jurisdiction . 3 

9. Procedure of referring Magistrate. 

“ Cannot convict .” — A Magistrate submitting proceedings under 
this section is required only to record his opinion that the accused is 
guilty 1 but cannot legally convict him . 2 But in view of the amendments 
effected in S. 245, sub-s. (2) and S. 25S, sub-s. (2), it has been held that 
those sub-sections cannot be read as necessarily prohibiting a Magistrate 
dealing with a case under this section from finding the accused guilty. 
But the conviction will not be one that has any legality in the sense 
of prohibiting the sub-divisional Magistrate or District Magistrate 
from dealing with the case under this section, or as constituting a 
conviction which would prevent any further trial under S. 403. 2a 
Hence, where a Magistrate submitting a case under this section gives 
a conviction, it is not necessary that it should be formally quashed. 
It will be treated as mere surplusage and as a legal nullity, so that 
the Magistrate to whom the case is sent can proceed with it without a 
reference to the High Court for the purpose of having the conviction 

Note 7 

1. (’81) 1881 All W N 99 (99), In re Phullu. 

Note 8 

1. (’94) 21 Gal 622 (G25, G2G), Mahmudi Sheikh v. Aji Sheikh. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 72 (73, 74) : 35 Cal 1093, Rohivmddi Eowladar v. Emperor. 
(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 309 (311): 1909 Pun Re No. 7 Cr : 3 I. C. 577, Emperor v. E'ardit. 

2. (’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 170 (171):5 I. C. 576 (Cal), Lukhan Dosadh v. Bachi Singh. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 All 141 (142) : 24 Cri L Jour 784, Dukhi v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’88) 1888 Rat 387 (387), Queen-Empress v. Mahadu. 

[See also (’91) 2 Weir 428 (429), In re Raghava Naiko,'] 

2. (’88) 1888 Rat 387 (387), Qucen-Empress v. Mahadu. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 240 (240): 52 Bom 456: 29 Cr.L.J.904, Emperor v. Narayan. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 764 (765): 3 Pat 1015: 25 Cr.L. J. 1276, Prayag Gopc v. Emperor. 
2a. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 240(240): 52 Bom 456:29 Cr.L. J. 904, Emperors. Narayan. 



CH. 24.] WHERE MAGISTRATE CARROT PASS SEVERE SERTERCE 1977 


formally quashed. 3 The High Court of Patna has, however, held that 
where a Magistrate convicts the accused before referring his case, 
“ordinarily, the case is one which should go back for re-trial owing to 
the trial Court not carrying out the provisions of s. 349.” 4 

As to the difference between proceedings under this section and 
those under S. 562, see s. 562 Rote 3. 

“ Forioard the accused.” — Under the Code of 1861 the subordi- 
nate Magistrate was not required to forward either the accused or 
the witnesses to the District Magistrate; he had only to submit his 
proceedings. 5 It was nevertheless held that the accused was entitled 
to be present before the District Magistrate to offer such reasons as he 
may have against the finding of the sub-Magistrate or to offer his plea 
for a lenient sentence, 0 the proceedings before the superior Magistrate 
being a continuation of the proceedings before the referring Magistrate. 7 
“ Framing of charge." — See section 254 Rote 6. 

10. Sub-section (1A) — Several accused. — It was held under 
the Code of 1882 that it was open to a Magistrate to send up one only 
of several accused for enhanced punishment and to convict the others 
himself 1 and, in the absence of any appeal to him, the District Magis- 
trate to whom the case of only some accused was referred had no 
jurisdiction to set aside the conviction of others regarding whom no 
reference had been made, la though it was desirable that all the accused 
should he sent up. 2 Shortly prior to the coming into force of the 
Amending Act of 1923, it was doubted in the undermentioned case 3 
whether in a case where the Magistrate considers it necessary to 
proceed against one of several accused under sub-section (l), he could 
validly forward all the other accused also. 

Under the section as now amended in 1923, it is clear that all the 
accused must be forwarded in such cases. 4 The failure to send up all 
the accused will not, however, vitiate the jurisdiction to try such of 
the accused as are actually sent up. 6 

The Magistrate is required to forward only such accused as are 
in his opinion guilty. An order, referring the case of those accused 

who in his opinion are not guilty, is illegal, they being entitled to an 

acquittal under section 258, sub-section (l).° 

3. (’28)AIR 1928 Bom 240 (240): 52 Bom 456:29 Cr.hJ.90i, Emperor v. Narayan. 
[See also (’97) 1897 Rat 945 (945), Queen-Empress v. Chinnappa. (It might be 

taken to have been the record only of his opinion of their guilt.)] 

4. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 764 (765): 3 Pat 1015: 25 Cr.L.J. 1276, Prayag v. Emperor. 

5. (’66) 3 Bom H C R Or 29 (31), Beg. v. Guna. 

6. (’70) 7 Bom H C B Or 31 (34), Beg. v. Bagha Naranji. 

7. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 38 (38), Queen v. Gunesh Sircar. 

Note 10 

1. (’94) 2 Weir 429 (430), In re Nachian. 

la. (’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 4 (4), Groton v. Moninda. 

2. (’91) 2 Weir 428 (429), In re Baghava Naiko. 

3. (’24) AIR 1924 Nag 37 (38) : 22 Nag L R 166 : 24 Cri L Jour 738, Baba v. 
Emperor. (Decided on 7th May 1923.) 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Sind 48(48):18 Sind L R 216:26 Cr.L.J. 1363, Emperor Y.Dodo. 
(’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 624 (624): 109 Ind Cas 816 (Mad), Murugesa Koundanv. Emperor . 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 Sind 48 (48):18Sind L R 216: 26 Cr.L.J. 13G3, Emperorv.Dodo. 

6. (’26) AIR 1926 All 176 (176) : 26 Cr.L.J. 1630, Sultan Md. Khan v. Emperor. 
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11. To whom reference can be made. — Under the Code of 
1861 (section 277) the Magistrate had to submit his proceedings to the 
Magistrate to whom ho was subordinate . 1 Under the present Code 
he should submit his proceedings to the District Magistrate or to a 
sub -divisional Magistrate, who alone has jurisdiction to dispose of 
the matter . 2 The City Magistrate of Nagpur is not a sub-divisional 
Magistrate and no reference could be made to him under this section . 3 
A Magistrate located in a division temporarily in the discharge of his 
public, duties will be deemed to have validly referred his proceedings 
under this section if he submits them to the Magistrate of that 
division of the district . 4 

12. Procedure of the Magistrate to whom a case is referred. 

— When proceedings are sent up to a superior Magistrate under this 
section, the whole case is opened up for him to deal with according to 
his discretion . 1 He is not, however, bound to hold a trial dc novo . 2 
He may act on the evidence recorded by the referring Magistrate and 
adopt his opinion or he may re-examine the witnesses already examined 
and take further evidence , 3 but in any case he is bound to exercise his 
independent judgment in the matter and write a judgment according 
to the provisions of section 3G7. 3a 

But the nature of the trial is not altered by the proceedings 
being submitted under this section . 4 The superior Magistrate cannot, 
therefore, convict the accused sent up for an aggravated form of 
offence , c Nor could he, where the case was triable summarily, pass 

Note 11 

1. (’G9pll Sutk W R Cr 7 (8), In re Nidrce Tclhincc. 

(’G8-G9) 5 Bom HCRCr 47(47), Beg. v. Bhagu. (Case under S. 276 corresponding 
to the present S. 34G.) 

(’6G-G7) 4 Bom H C It Cr 8 (8), Beg. v. Knbcrio Batno. 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 217 (218) : 38 Bom 719 : 16 Cri L Jour 273, Emperor v. 
Vinayah Narayan. (The Sub-divisional Magistrate cannot transfer the case to 
first class Magistrate.) 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Nag 209 (210) : 28 Cri L Jour 489, Bajaram v. Emperor. 

4. (’82) 4 All 3GG (371) : 1SS2 All W N 48, Empress of India v. Kallu. 

Note 12 

1. (’87) 1887 Rat 350 (353), Queen-Empress v. Bapada. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 945 (945), Queen-Empress v. Chinnappa. (Magistrate to whom the 
case is referred can commit the case to the Court of Session.) 

(’97) 1S97 Rat 948 (948), Queen-Empress v. Eondi Malhari. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Sind 48 (48) : 18 Sind L R 216: 26' Cr.L. J. 1363, Emperor y.Dodo. 
[Sec (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 415 (416) : 39 Cri L Jour 606, Sasthi Gopal v. Haridas 
Bagdi. (Accused cannot insist on a de novo trial.)] 

See also S. 350 Note 16. 

3. (’91) 2 Weir 428 (429), In re Bagliava Naiko. 

3a. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 35 (36) : 39 Cr. L. J. 1005, Lallu Bam v. Emperor. (It 
is not sufficient to accept the findings of the referring Magistrate but superior 
Magistrate should form his own independent judgment and write a judgment 
according to the provisions of S. 367.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 171 (172) : 21 Cri L Jour 52, In re Xaruppiah Pillai. (It is 
wrong to say that all that the Sub-divisional Magistrate has to do under S. 349 is 
to pass a sentence and make up his mind whether the accused were guilty or not.) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 290 (290) : 20 Cri L Jour 444, Thakur Singh v. Emperor. 

4. (’32) AIR 1932 All 507 (507) : 33 Cri L Jour 472, Gopal v. Emperor. 

5. (’91) 2 Weir 21 (22). (Conviction by second class Magistrate under S. 417, 
Penal Code — Sub-divisional Magistrate to whom case is referred under S. 349 
cannot convict under S. 420, Penal Code, without commencing trial afresh.) 
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a sentence of imprisonment exceeding three months as prescribed by- 
section 262. 6 

Where the superior Magistrate examines the accused under sub- 
section ( 2 ), the examination should he reduced to writing as required 
by section 3G4. 7 

Where a Magistrate acts irregularly under this section, it is open 
to the District Magistrate to take the case on his own file or to transfer 
it to that of some first class Magistrate, the proceedings in either case 
beinglaken de novo. 5 

13, “Shall pass such judgment, sentence or order.” — The 
superior Magistrate must form his own judgment and pass sentence 
on the case referred to him. 1 The opinion of the referring Magistrate 
that the accused is guilty is not binding on the superior Magistrate 
and the latter may direct an acquittal or discharge. 2 But he must not 
confine himself to merely seeing whether the decision of the referring 
Magistrate was. opposed to the evidence; he must consider whether 
the evidence is worthy of belief and pass such judgment, sentence or 
order as he deems proper. 3 Such judgment should conform to the 
requirements of s. 367 of the Code. 4 

The word “order” in sub-s. ( 2 ), being associated with the words 
“judgment” and “sentence,” what the section contemplates must he 
taken to he a final order disposing of the case so far as the Magistrate 
is concerned. 6 

14. Committal to sessions. — A Magistrate to whom the 
proceedings are submitted under this section has power to commit the 
case to a Court of Session if necessary. 1 As was observed by a Full 


6. (’32) AIR 1932 All 507 (007) : 33 Cri L Jour 472, Gopal v. Emperor. 

See also S. 262 Note 3. 

7. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 177 (177) (Mad), In re V enhataraya. 

8. (’91) 2 Weir 422 (422, 423), In rc Mari Naicken. 

Note 13 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 35 (36) : 39 Cri L Jour 1005, Lallu Bam v. Emperor. 
(’70) 5 Mad H C R App xliii (sliii), 

(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 171 (172) : 21 Cri L Jour 52, In re Earuppiah Pillai. (It is 
not necessary for the superior Magistrate to write a long judgment.) 

[ See (’19) AIR 1919 Pat 290 (290) : 20 Cr.L.J. 444, Thalcur Singh v. Emperor.'] 

2. (’80) 4 Bom 240 (246), Imperatrix v. Abdulla. (Superior Magistrate can order 
acquittal or can commit the case to Sessions Court.) 

'(’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 141 (142), Crown v. San E. (Though a Magistrate to whom 
case is referred should as a rule pass final orders, and should not return the case 
he is not debarred from committing the case or referring it to a higher Magistrate.) 
(’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 44 Cr, p. 73 (74), Musa v. Babri. (Order of discharge.) 

3. (’93) 1893 Rat 636 (637), Queen-Empress v. Nawal Mai. 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 35 (36) : 39 Cri L Jour 1005, Lallu Bam v. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 171 (172) : 21 Cri L Jour 52, In re Earuppiah Pillai. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 290 (290) 20 Cri L Jour 444, Thalcur Singh v. Emperor . 

(’93) 1893 Rat 636 (637), Queen-Empress v. Nawal Mai. 

5. (’80) 4 Bom 240 (245), Imperatrix v. Abdulla. 

(’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 124 (125), Queen-Empress v. Nga Elian. 

(’12} 13 Cr.L.J. 16 (16) : 36 Mad 470 : 131 C110, Ponnuswamy Naiduv. Emperor. 

Note 14 

1. (’86) 9 Mad 377 (378) : 2 Weir 427, Empress v. Viranna. 

(’87) 1S87 Rat 350 (353), Queen-Empress v. Bapuda. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 945 (945), Queen-Empress v. Chinnappa. 

(’80) 4 Bom 240 (246), Imperatrix v. Abdulla. 
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Bench of the High Court of Madras, “the words of the section enabling 
the Magistrate to pass such judgment, sentence or order, etc., expressly 
provide for the disposal of the case otherwise than by an acquittal or 
sentence, .... and it was quite competent to the Magistrate to whom 
the case was referred, to say that, either from the gravity of the matter 
or other sufficient reason, the Sessions Court was the proper tribunal 
for the disposal of the case, and to make an order in accordance with 
that opinion .” 2 

The undermentioned cases , 3 which held a contrary view were 
decided under the Codes of 1861 and 1872 and are no longer good law. 

15. Whether superior Magistrate can quash proceedings. 

— A Magistrate to whom a case is submitted under this section has 
no power to quash the proceedings of the referring Magistrate and 
send the case to another Magistrate for re-trial. If he considers that 
such proceedings are incorrect or illegal he should report them for 
orders under section 438. 1 

16. Whether superior Magistrate can return case. — A 

Magistrate to whom proceedings are submitted under this section is 
not at liberty to return the case to the submitting Magistrate, but must 
dispose of it himself . 1 Where a case was returned by a sub -divisional 
Magistrate to the submitting Magistrate to pass such sentence as the 
latter was competent to pass, the conviction and sentence of the latter 
acting under such order were reversed and the sub-divisional Magis- 
trate directed to dispose of the case himself . 2 Where, however, the case 
was returned for committal, although the procedure of the superior 
Magistrate was held to be incorrect, the committal was allowed to 
stand by the Madras and Calcutta High Courts as not being illegal . 8 

(’86) 10 Bom 196 (197), Queen-Empress v. Havia Tellapa. 

(’87) 13 Cal 305 (307), Abdul Wahab v. Chandia. 

(’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 141 (141), Crown v. San E. 

See also S. 206 Note 3. 

2. (’76) 1 Mad 289 (290) : 2 Weir 425 (FB), In the matter of Chinnimarigaiu. 
(Case under S. 46 of the Code of 1872 corresponding to this section.) 

See also Note 4 and S. 206 Note 3. 

3. (’77) 1877 Rat 130 (131), Queen-Empress v. Lahshman. 

(’68) 10 Suth W R Cr 50 (51), In the case of Bhiltarec Mulliclc. 

Note 15 

1. (1900) 1900 Pun L R Cr, p. 37 (38), Jawind Singh v. Empress. 

Note 16 

1. (’82) 1882 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. 40 (41), Empress v. Bhana. 

(’86) 9 Mad 377 (378) : 2 Weir 427, Empress v. Viranna. 

(’ll) 13 Cri L Jour 16 (16): 36 Mad 470 : 13 I. C. 110, Ponnusioamy v. Emperor . 
(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 274 (274), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Tint. 

(’89) 1889 Rat 479 (480), Queen-Empress v. Sitaram. 

(’86) 10 Bom 196 (197), Empress v. Havia Tellapa. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 124 (125), Queen-Empress v. Nga Khan. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 137 (138): 26 All 344: 1904 AWN 42 , Emperor v.Thakur Dayal. 
See also S. 206 Note 3. 

2. (’80) 6 Cal L Rep 276 (277), Dula Faquecr v. Bhagirat Sircar. 

(’89) 1889 Rat 479 (480), Queen-Empress v. Sitaram. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 16 (16) : 36 Mad 470 : 13 I. C. 110, Ponnusioamy v. Emperor. 

3. (’86) 9 Mad 377 (378) : 2 Weir 427, Empress v. Viranna. 

(’88) 2 Weir 428 (428), In re Nagularapu Dasarigadn. 

(’87) 14 Cal 355 (356), Empress v. Chandu Qoioala. 
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The Bombay High Court ,' 1 on the other hand, held, in a similar case, 
that the action of the sub-divisional Magistrate in returning the case 
to the second class Magistrate was illegal and annulled the order of 
the superior Magistrate ; but nothing was said about the order of 
committal being illegal. 

It has been held in the undermentioned case 5 that there is nothing 
illegal in the action of a District Magistrate pointing out that the 
reference was informal since the inquiry was defective (statements of 
the accused not having been recorded), and requiring the defect to be 
supplied before the case was laid before him; and further that the 
proceedings of the submitting Magistrate being incomplete, he is not 
precluded, when he has remedied the defects, from coming to a different 
finding from that previously recorded and acquitting some of the 
accused whom he had formerly believed to be guilty. On the other 
hand, where a Magistrate recorded a plea of guilty and submitted the 
case and the same was returned to him with the remark that in 
warrant-cases the accused could not be convicted on a mere plea of 
guilty, it was held that S. 349 does not give the superior Magistrate 
any power to return the case for supplying omissions and that if 
there had been any need for taking the accused’s defence, the superior 
Magistrate ought to have done it himself . 5 

17. Transfer to another Magistrate. — The jurisdiction to 
deal with proceedings under this section is conferred, as has been seen 
already in Note ll, upon District Magistrates and sub-divisional 
Magistrates, and upon no other Magistrates. A sub-divisional Magis- 
trate to whom a case is submitted under this section cannot, therefore, 
transfer it to a Magistrate who is not empowered to act under this 
section . 1 But he can commit the case to a Court of Session or transfer 
to a District Magistrate who can act under the section . 2 

18. Whether superior Magistrate oan order re-trial. — It 
is open to the superior Magistrate to acquit the accused on the charge 
framed and order a fresh trial before a competent Magistrate under 
such section as he thinks proper . 1 

But a Magistrate should not pass a sentence under S. 349 and then 
try the accused on another charge arising in the same case. If he 

4. (’86) 10 Bom 19G (197), Queen v. Eavia Tcllapa. 

5. (’91) 2 Weir 426 (426, 427). 

6. (’07) 5 Cri L Jour 416 (417) : 3 Low Bur Rul 279, Emperor v. 1 Taw Pyu. 

Note 17 

1. (’14) AIR 1914 Bom 217 (218) : 38 Bom 719 : 16 Cri L Jour 273 (273), Emperor 
v. Vinayak Narayan. 

(’90) 5 Mad H C R App xliii (xliii). 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 464 (465) : 1905 UppBurRulCr. P C 33, Emperorv.Nga Po Si. 
(Transfer by Sub-Divisional Magistrate to Head-Quarter Magistrate of the second 
class.) 

(’82) 4 Mad 233 (233), Queen v. Yelayudam. 

(’81) 2 Weir 424 (424). 

See also S. 192 Note 6 and S. 528 Note 11. 

2. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 141 (141), Grown v. San E. 

Note 18 

1. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 141 (142), Groton v, San E. 
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wishes to do so, the proper course for him is to set aside the proceedings 
and direct a fresh trial before himself ab initio ? 

19. Proviso. — When a ease is sent up under this section to a 
District or sub-divisional Magistrate, such Magistrate is not competent 
to inflict a punishment more severe than what he is empowered to 
inflict under S. 32 or s. 33. 1 

A District Magistrate acting under this section must be regarded 
as a Magistrate not empowered under S. 30, and hence cannot pass a 
sentence longer than what he is empowered to pass under S. 32, viz., 
two years." Where ho does pass a sentence in excess of those powers, 
an appeal will lie to the Sessions Court under section 403 of the Code 
and not to the High Court. 2 3 


mitment on evidence 
partly recorded by 
one Magistrate and 
partly by another. 


350 .* (i) Whenever any Magistrate, alter 

Conviction or com- having heard and recorded the whole 
or any part of the evidence in an 
inquiry or a trial, ceases to exercise 
jurisdiction therein, and is succeeded 
by another Magistrate who has and who exercises 
such jurisdiction, the Magistrate so succeeding may 

* Code of 1882 : S. 350 — Same as that of 1898 Code. 

Code of 1872 : Ss. 328 and 329. 

3SS. Whenever any Magistrate, after having heard part of the evidence in a 
Cminirtinn* n>, rvi case, ceases to exercise jurisdiction in such case and is 
dcncc wnrllv recorded succeedcd b J another Magistrate who has and who exer- 
bv n7?r Manislratr ciscs i ur i sdiction in such case, such last-named Magis- 
and nnrilv bv other trate mn ? deeidc tbe cnse on tho evidence party recorded 

^ 3 ^ ' by his predecessor and partly recorded by himself, or he 

may re-summon the witnesses and commence afresh : 

Provided that the accused person may, when the second Magistrate commen- 
ces his proceedings, demand that the witnesses shall bere-summoned and re-heard, 
in which case the trial shall be commenced afresh : 

Provided also that any Court of appeal or revision before which the case may 
be brought, or, in cases tried by Magistrates subordinate to the Magistrate of the 
District, the Magistrate of the District, without appeal, may set nside any convic- 
tion passed on evidence not wholly recorded by the Magistrate beforo whom the 
conviction was had, if such Court or Magistrate is of opinion that the accused 
person has been materially prejudiced thereby; and may order a new trial. 

Commitments, on evi - , 329 ' Whonc ': er - fr ° m cause - a ^strate 

dcncc partly recorded by . maklD 8 ™ inquiry under chapter XV of this Act 
one officer and vartlu bv 1S unabIe to com P lete tbo proceedings himself, any 
another, val id. J ? tbor Magistrate having jurisdiction to inquire and 

’ to commit may complete the case and proceed as if 

he had recorded all the evidence himself. 

Code of 1861 — Nil. 


2. (’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 241 (243), Queen-Empress v. Nga Pailc Hmivc. 

Note 19 

1. (’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 32 (33), Allah Bakhsh v. Emperor. 

2. (’07) 6 Ori L Jour 289 (290) : 4 Low Bur Rul 53, Nga Pya v. Emperor. (In this 
case one of the accused was sentenced to five years’ imprisonment.) 

(’69) 1869 Pun Re No. 16 Cr, p. 31 (32), Bhag Singh v. Grown. (Sentence of three 
years’ rigorous imprisonment.) 

3. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 289 (290): 4 Low Bur Rul 53, Nga Pya v. Emperor. 

(’73) 1873 Pun Re No. 2 Cr, p. 3 (3), Croion v. Bahim. 

See also S. 34 Note 3 and S. 408 Notes 4 and 7. 
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act on the evidence so recorded by his predecessor, or Section 350 
partly recorded by his predecessor and partly recorded 
by himself ; or he may re-summon the witnesses and 
recommence the inquiry or trial : 

Provided as follows : — 

(a) in any trial the accused may, when the 

second Magistrate commences his proceed- 
ings, demand that the witnesses or any of 
them be re-summoned and re-heard ; 

(b) the High Court, or, in cases tried by 

Magistrates subordinate to the District 
Magistrate, the District Magistrate may, 
whether there be an appeal or not, set 
aside any conviction passed on evidence 
not wholly recorded by the Magistrate 
before whom the conviction was held, if 
such Court or District Magistrate is of 
opinion that the accused has been mate- 
rially prejudiced thereby, and may order 
a new inquiry or trial. 

(2) Nothing in this section applies to cases in 
which proceedings have been stayed under section 346 
or in which proceedings have been submitted to a 
superior Magistrate under section 349. 

(3) When a case is transferred under the provi- 
sions of this Code from one Magistrate to another, 
the former shall be deemed to cease to exercise juris- 
diction therein, and to be succeeded by the latter 
within the meaning of sub-section (1 ). 

Synopsis 

10a. Witnesses examined on commis- 
sion — Applicability of proviso. 

10b. Proviso, if applies to mainten- 
ance proceedings. 

11. Duty of Magistrate under 
proviso (a). 

12. Re-commence the inquiry or 
trial. 

13. From what stage inquiry may 
be re-commenced. 

14. Case coming again before origi- 
nal Magistrate. 

14a. Transfer of a case from a Bench 
of Magistrates to a Magistrate. 

15. Proviso (b) — Prejudice to the 
accused. 

16. Sub-section (2). 

17. Sub-section (3) — Transfer of 
cases. 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

2a. Applicability of the section to 
summary trials. 

3. “Ceases to exercise jurisdic- 

tion.” 

4. “ Is succeeded by another 

Magistrate." 

5. “May act on the evidence so 

recorded.” 

6. Delivery of judgment of pre- 

decessor. 

7. Proviso (a). 

8. Application for re-hearing, 

when to be made. 

9. Who can demand de novo trial. 
10. Proviso, if applicable to in- 
quiries. 
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Section 350 
Note 1 


Accused’s statement taken 
Magistrate — Committal by successor — 
Admitted in sessions under S. 287. 
See Note 5. 

Applicability to enquiries. See Notes 2 
and 10. 

Case also transferred with the Magis- 
trate. See Note 2. 

Consent of counsel immaterial. See 
Note 2. 

Death of Magistrate. See Notes 2 and 4. 

Defamation — Examination of complain- 
ant afresh. See Note la. 

De novo trial and mere re-hearing of 
witnesses. See Note 12. 

Details as to refusal — Needed. See Note 7. 

Directions of High Court. See Note 12. 

Effect of dc novo trial on prior charge. 
See Note 13. 

Effect of S. 117, sub-s. (2). See Note 10. 

Evidence by Magistrate before reference 
under S. 346. See Note 1G. 

Evidence by Magistrate before reference 
under S. 349. See Note 16. 

Evidence by Magistrate with no juris- 
diction. See Note 2. 

Evidence wholly taken by another Magis- 
trate. See Note 2. 

Exhibiting prior depositions insufficient. 
See Note 12. 

Expenses of dc novo trial. See Note 7. 

Failure, to inform accused of his right, 
curable irregularity. See Note 11. 

First class Magistrate — Subordinate to 
District Magistrate. See Note 15. 

Fresh hearing and not mere cross-exa- 
mination. See Note 12. 

Inquiry re-commenced — Prior evidence 
not to be relied upon. See Note 5. 

Judgment after cessation of jurisdiction. 
See Note G. 

Mere absence of Magistrate — No cessa- 
tion of jurisdiction. See Note 3. 


No prejudice. See Note 2. 

No re-liearing of merely arguments. See 
Note 7. 

Non-applicability to committals. See 
Note 2. 

Non-applicability to Sessions Judges. 
See Note 2. 

Object of the section. See Note 12. 

Objection by the accused — Immaterial. 
See Note 15. 

Option exercised can be retracted. See 
Note 8. 

Option to accused — Only once. See 
Note 8. 

Part-heard trials. See Note 3. 

Re-calling not wanted at framing charge 
— Immaterial. Note 7. 

Refusal of de novo trial — Incurable 
defect. See Note 7. 

Re-hearing and not reading out of prior 
statement. See Notes 7 and 12. 

Re-hearing — Prior proceedings unal- 
tered. See Note 13. 

Remand merely for further evidence — 
Section applies. See Note 7. 

Section 33, Evidence Act, applies. See 
Note 7. 

Section 437 and this section. SeeNoteo. 

Shifting of jurisdiction — No automatic 
removal of cases. See Note 3. 

Successive transfers. See Note 2. 

Successor — Meaning. See Note 4. 

Successor — No powers under S. 203 or 
S. 202. See Note 13. 

Transfer after discharge and before re- 
trial. See Note 2. 

Transfer before hearing. See Note 2. 

Transfer of case to another Court. See 
Notes 3 and 17. 

Undertaking against de novo trial — 
Repudiation. See Note 7. 


Ollier Topics (miscellaneous) 
by one 


4. Legislative changes. 

Code of 1861 — The Code of 1S61 contained no corresponding 
section and hence, when a Magistrate was transferred pending a 
part-heard case, the same had to be heard de novo. 1 But even under 
that Code, it was held that in inquiries preliminary to commitment it 
would be waste of time and vexation to the witnesses to insist on their 
being examined again in all cases. 2 

Code of 1872 — Section 328 contemplated cases in which only 
part of the evidence had been recorded by the outgoing Magistrate; it 


Section 350 — Note 1 

1. (’69) 4 Mad H C R App xlii (xliii) : 1 Weir 469. 

(’70) 2 N W P H C R 468 (470), Queen v. Kullian Singh. (Joint Magistrate going 
on leave — District Magistrate bringing the case on his own file and deciding it 
is not legal.) 

(’67) 8 Suth W R Cr 59 (59), Queen v. Poorno Ghundcr Doss. (Where a prisoner 
is convicted by a Magistrate on evidence recorded by another the defect cannot be 
cured by evidence being recorded again without setting aside the prior conviction.) 

2. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr L 3 (4), In re SMboo Koorul. 
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did not contemplate cases where the whole of the evidence had been 
recorded by the first Magistrate. 3 

Under the first proviso to S. 82S it would seem that where the 
accused exercised his option and had the witnesses re-summoned, the 
trial had to commence afresh. 

The case of one Magistrate succeeding another pending an enquiry 
preliminary to commitment was provided for separately by s. 829 of 
the Code of 1872. 

Code of 1882 — The wording of the section was appropriately 
altered to cover not only cases where a part of the evidence had been 
recorded, hut also cases where the whole evidence had been recorded 
by the outgoing Magistrate. 

While under the Code of 1872 power to set aside the conviction 
on the ground of prejudice to the accused was given to all Courts of 
appeal and revision and to the District Magistrate, s. 350 of the Code of 
1882 mentions only the High Court and the District Magistrate having 
.such power. 

Act XVIII of 1923 — The words “or in which proceedings have 

been submitted under s. 849” have been added to sub-s. (2) and 

this addition makes it clear that such proceedings also are not covered 
by this section. Sub-section (3) has been added and sets at rest the 
■question whether the provisions of the section applied to cases where 
the Magistrate ceases to exercise jurisdiction by reason of the transfer 
•of a case from his file. The amendment endorses the view that had 
been followed already by the majority of Courts, that such cases also 
come within the scope of the section. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. — It is a general 
principle of law that only a person who has heard' the evidence in the 
■case is competent to decide whether the accused is innocent or guilty. 1 
This section is another exception to that rule and has been introduced 
purely for administrative convenience. 111 See also S. 349 Note 2. It is 
•obviously intended to meet the case of transfers of Magistrates from 
•one district to another, and to prevent the necessity of trying from the 
beginning all cases which may be part-heard at the time of such 
transfer. 2 It applies as much to cases in which a Magistrate ceases 
to exerefse jurisdiction by reason of the transfer of a case to another 


3. See Note 2. 


Note 2 


1. (’38) AIR 1938 All 536 (537): I L R (1938) All 794 : 39 Cr. L, J. 978, Shyama 
Pado Deb v. Sunder Das. 

■(’37) 1937 Mad W N 1245 (1247), Maddeem Sahib v. Emperor. 

.(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 147 (148):-38 Cri L Jour 697 : I L R (1937) Nag 538, Sardari 
Lai v. Emperor. (It is desirable for the proper administration of justice that 
normally, the Magistrate who passes the final order should be the Magistrate 
who has heard all the evidence.) 

la. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 820 (823) : 1 Nag LR 187, Ladya v. Emperor. (Like all 
statutory exceptions to the rules of common law this section must be strictly 
construed.) * 

•(’89) 1889 Rat 472 (472), 'Queen-Empress v. Sesha. 

2. (’93) 20 Cal 870 (S73), Hardwar Singh v. Eliega Ojha. 


Section 350 
Notes 1-2 


2Cr.l25. 
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Section 350 
Note 2 

/ 


Court as to cases in which the Magistrate ceases to exercise jurisdiction 
by reason of his oion death or transfer to another post . 3 

The section is wide enough to cover every trial or enquiry under 
the Code 4 and is applicable to summons-cases as well as to warrant- 
'eases '. 6 Its application is, however, limited to Magistrates; the section 
does not cover trials before Sessions Judges, so that a Sessions Judge is 
not empowered to try a case in which part of the evidence has not been 
recorded by himself . 6 Not even the accused’s consent will give the 
Sessions Judge such jurisdiction . 7 But where a sessions trial had not 
begun, but only the preliminary proceedings of swearing in the jury 
and reading out of the charges to them had been gone through before 
a change of Judge took place,- it was held that the successor could 
conduct the trial without going through the preliminary proceedings 
over again . 8 

The application of the section is not confined to the single 
occurrence of one Magistrate succeeding another as may be suggested 
by the use of the word “second” in proviso (a). On principle, if a 
second Magistrate can act on evidence recorded by his predecessor, 
there seems to be no reason why a third Magistrate should not act 
on evidence recorded by his predecessors . 0 


3. See Note 17. 

4. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 440 (440): 7 I C 54: 37 Cal 812, Ann Sheikh v.Jitu Sheikh 
(Proceedings under S. 145 is an enquiry and S. 350 applies.) 

(’08) 9 Gr.L.J. 278 (279): 1 1 C 336 (Cal), Ali Mahomed v. Tarak Chandra (Do.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 78G (780 , 787): 25 Cr.L.J. 89, Sondi Singh v. Govind Singh. 
(S. 350 applies in part to proceedings under S. 145.) 

(’79) 4 Cal L R 452 (454), Buroda Kant v. Korimuddi. (Applies to security pro- 
ceedings.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudli 228 (229): 27 Oudli Cas 323: 25 Cri L Jour 1380, BaijNath 
v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’07) G Cri L Jour 1 (5): 11 C W N 789, Wahid Ali Khan v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 All 245 (245): 25 Cri L Jour 651, Basanti v. Emperor. (Applies to 
enquiries under S. 247, U. P. Municipalities Act.) 

[Cut sec (’75; 23 Suth W R Cr 62 (63), Guru Cliaran Sen v. Kali Nath. (Decided 
with reference to S. 530 of the Code of 1872.)] 

5. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 22S (229):27 OC 323:25 Cr.L.J. 1380, Rniy Nath v. Emperor. 

6. (’81) 3 Mad 112 (113) : 2 "Weir 430, Tarada Baladuv. Queen, 

(’94) 7 C P L R Cr 1 (2), Empress v. Kaluram. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 47 (47), Queen v. Gopi Noshyo. 

(’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (2), Buta Singh v. Empress. (Such defect cannot 
be cured by S. 537.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 861 (862) : 35 All 63 : 17 I C 797, Badri Prasad v. Emperor . 
(’02) 26 Bom 50 (53) : 3 Bom L R 558, King-Emperor v. Sakharam Pandurang. 
(’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 59 (60), Queen v. Rughoonath Dass. 

7. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 59 (60), Queen v. Rughoonath Dass. 

(’90) 1890 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, p. 1 (2), Buta Singh v. Empress. (Defect is a fatal 
one and not a mere irregularity.) 

(’01) 26 Bom 50 (53) : 3 Bom L It 558, King-Emperor v. Sakharam Pandurang. 
(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 121 (123) : 8 C. L. J. 59, Durga Charan v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 354 (354) : 32 Cr. L. J. 115, Nga San Tin v. Emperor. 

8. (’27) AIR 1927 Bom 161 (162) : 28 Cr. L. J. 402, Emperor v. Dorabji Pcstonji; 
See also S. 286 Note 2. 

9. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 288 (289) : 39 Cri L Jour 815 : I L R (1939) Nag 79, Moti 
Shankarlal v. Keshrichand. (Each transfer gives accused fresh chance of exer- 
cising his right under proviso to S. 350 — Word ‘predecessor’ means ‘predecessors’ - 
where there are more than one.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 227 (228) : 47 Mad 245 : 25 Cri L Jour 566, Govindan Nair 
v. Krishnan Nair. 
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Nor is there any distinction between cases where there has been Section 350 

a change of Magistrates in the course of the enquiry in the original Note 2 

Court and cases where the inquiry has been closed by one Magistrate 
in the original Court by an order of discharge and then re-opened 
by the Sessions Judge when another Magistrate has succeeded . 10 See 
also Note 5. 

This section does not purport to deal with cases in whieh process 
has been issued by a Magistrate who is transferred before the cases 
come up for hearing. But it has been held that a similar rule must 
prevail and that if jurisdiction may as a matter of course he exercised 
by the successor after evidence has begun, there seemed no reason why 
it should not he exercised where it has not been commenced . 11 

Where a Magistrate is transferred pending a trial, but the case is 
also transferred to his file for completion by him, there is no necessity 
for a de novo trial, there being no change of Magistrates, and the 
judicial mind brought to bear on the case throughout being the same. 

Neither this section nor any other provides for such a case . 12 

Similarly, where a Bench of Magistrates consisting of A and B 
hears a case but the depositions are recorded by A and subsequently 
the Bench is dissolved and the case is transferred to A alone sitting 
singly, this section does not apply and he is not bound to re-hear the 
witnesses already examined by him . 120 See also Note 14. 

This section does not permit of a commitment by a Magistrate 
upon evidence recorded partly by himself and partly by a Magistrate 
who has not ceased to exercise jurisdiction . 13 

Section 32S of the Code of 1872 was more restricted in its scope 
than the present section, and did not allow of one Magistrate’s deciding 
a case upon evidence wholly recorded by another . 11 But on principles 
analogous to S. 32S, the High Court declined to interfere when the 
accused was not prejudiced . 15 

Where evidence has been recorded wholly or partly by a Magistrate 
who has ho jurisdiction, and the case is then transferred to the file of 
a Magistrate having jurisdiction, this section does not apply, and such 
evidence cannot he legally considered by the latter Magistrate; the 
trial must be held de novo. 1G 

10. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 488 (489) : 54 Mad 512 : 32CriL Jour 635, Lalcshmireddy 
v. Muni Bcddy. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 5 (6) : 27 Ori L Jour 1125, Daroga Singh v. Emperor. (Case 
remanded by appellate Court for further evidence — Transfer of Magistrates in 
the meanwhile — New Magistrate is bound to hold de novo trial at the request of 
the accused.) 

11. (’93) 1893 Rat 652 (654), Queen-Empress v. Govinda. 

12. (’98) 22 Mad 47 (48) : 2 Weir 430, Queen-Empress v. Sri Ahoballamalam. 

See also Note 14. 

12 a. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 287 (288, 289) : 62 Cal 266 : 36 Cri L Jour 857, Abdul 
Hakim v. Fozu Mia. 

13. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 52, Queen-Empress v. Nga Shwe The. 

14. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 59 (60), Queen v. Eughoonalh Bass. (Obiter.) 

(’77) 1877 Rat 124 (125), Queen-Empress v. Bhihaiji. 

15. (’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 12 (13), Thakur Bass Manghi v. Namdur Mundul. 

16. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 183 (183):5o Cal 65:29 Cr.L. J.464, Budhu Tatua v. Emperor. 
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Section 350 
Notes 2a-3 


2a. Applicability of the section to summary trials. — The 

Nagpur High Court holds that this section applies to summary trials . 1 
The opposite view is held by the Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court . 2 
The conflict of views arises from the fact that this section applies to cases 
where the evidence has been recorded wholly or partially by the first 
Magistrate whereas the recording of evidence is dispensed with under 
the law in the ease of summary trials. According to the Nagpur High 
Court, notwithstanding this, if evidence is recorded, as a matter of fact, 
in a particular case, there is no reason why this section should not 
apply to it. The Sind Court thinks that such evidence does not form 
part of the record and cannot be taken into consideration under this 
section. 

Where a case is summarily tried by a Magistrate and before the 
trial is complete the case is transferred to another Magistrate having 
no power to try cases summarily, the latter Magistrate must commence 
the trial dc novo. The reason is that a case cannot be tried summarily 
as to a part of it and in the ordinary way as to the rest of it . 3 

3. “Ceases to exercise jurisdiction.” — Where a Magistrate is 
transferred from one district to another, his jurisdiction ceases in the 
former district when the transfer takes effect , 1 and he can no longer 
be held to be the presiding officer of the Court from which he was 
transferred . 2 With his transfer his office qua the exercise of jurisdiction 
in any particular case in which he was engaged is vacated . 3 

But the words “ceases to exercise jurisdiction therein” do not 
mean that the Magistrate should have ceased to occupy the particular 
post, but mean that he should have ceased to exercise jurisdiction in 
the enquiry or trial} Thus, the words would apply even to cases where 
the Magistrate’s connexion with a part-heard case is terminated by the 
transfer of the case to the file of another Magistrate . 6 See Note 17. 


Note 2a 

1. (’40) AIE 1940 Nag 239 (240) : 1940 NLJ 321 (322): 41 Cr L .T 782, Emperor 
v. Durga Prasad. (Where only scanty notes of evidence are made they need not 
be kept on the record and cannot be relied on.) 

2. (’3G) AIR 1936 Sind 40 (40) : 37 Cr.L.J. 455, Emperor x. Hemandas Devansingk. 
(Section 350 relates to jurisdiction and an error in jurisdiction is not a mere 
irregularity.) 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 505 (507) : 33 Or. L. J. 053 : 55 Mad 79, Nannicr v. Dasalier. 

Note 3 

1. (’81) 3 All 563 (565, 566) : 1881 A W N 37 (FB), Empress of India v. Anand 
Sarup. (Spnnkie, J., dissenting.) 

(’02) 15 CPLRCr 15(16), Emperor v. Dhondu Singh. (Order passed by a Magis- 
trate after his successor had taken charge set aside.) 

(’96) 19 All 114 (115) : 1896 A W N 195, Balwant v. Eishen. (Do.) 

(’13) 14 Cri L -Tour 239 (240) : 19 Ind Cas 335 (All), Eira Lai v. Emperor. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 All 770 (771) : 46 All 851 : 25 Cr.L.J. 1277, Emperor v. Baldeo. 

3. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 440 (440): 7 I. O. 54 : 37 Oal 812, Ann Sheilch v. Jitu Sheikh. 

4. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 21S (220) : 14 Ind Cas 314 : 39 Cal 781, Kudrutullah v. 
Emperor. (Dissenting from 12 All 66.) 

(’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 140 (142) : 1906 AWN 201 : 3'AL J 825, Emperor v. Sajjad Husain. 
(Trial commenced by the same Magistrate while acting ns District Magistrate 
but completed as first class Magistrate — Held that Magistrate had jurisdiction.) 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 U B 11 (11): 2 TJ B R 108: 17 Cr.L.J. 401(401), Barachiv. Emperor. 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 693 (694) : 22 Cri L Jour 82, Rnpa Singh v. Emperor. 

(’09) 32 Mad 218 (219): 9 Cr.L.J. 146: II. C. 54, PalaniandyGoundan v. Emperor. 
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A mere shifting of local areas from the jurisdiction of one Magid- 
trato to that of another does not automatically remove cases from the 
file of the former, and the former will not automatically cease to have 
jurisdiction over such cases. 0 

Nor does a Magistrate cease to have jurisdiction in a case merely 
by absenting himself from a subsequent hearing. 7 

4. “Is succeeded by another Magistrate.” — When a new 
officer is appointed to any magisterial office he becomes the successor 
of the outgoing Magistrate. 1 Further, when a ease is "transferred from 
the file of one Magistrate to that of another, the former is succeeded 
by the latter in the sense that the latter exercises the jurisdiction over 
the case which had been exercised by the Magistrate who had begun 
it. 2 See Note 17. 

On the death of a Magistrate empowered under S. 30 of the Code, 
the District Magistrate, being the only remaining Magistrate in the 
district having powers under that section, took upon his file a case 
which was being tried by the deceased Magistrate. It was held that the 
District Magistrate must be regarded as having succeeded the deceased 
within the meaning of this section. 3 See also Note 14. 

5. “May act on the evidence so recorded.” — When the 
accused persons do not insist upon a re-hearing of the witnesses, 
a Magistrate succeeding another is entitled to act on the evidence 
recorded by his predecessor or partly by his predecessor and partly 
by himself. 1 

The undermentioned cases 2 which held that when a case is 
remanded for further enquiry to another Magistrate by a Court of 

(’OS) 7 Cri L Jour 220 (221) : 12 C W N 416 : 7 C L J 188 : 35 Cal 457, Moliesh 
Chandra v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 All 45 (46) : 15 Cri L Jour 354 : 36 All 315, Emperor v. Nanhua. 

6. (T2) 13 Cri L Jour 203 (204) : 14 Ind Cas 203 (All), I It. Mithani v. Emperor. 

7. (’23) AER 1923 Oudh 163 (163) : 25 Cr. L. J. 198, Brij Bhukan v. Bam Kirat. 

Note 4 

1. (’93) 1893 Rat 652 (654), Queen-Empress v. Govinda. 

(’09) 9 Cri L Jour 278 (280) : 1 Ind Cas 336 (Cal), Ali Mahomed Khan v. Tarak 
Chandra. (When there is only one Deputy Magistrate and he is transferred it is 
reasonable to regard the now Magistrate as his successor.) 

2. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 440 (440) : 7 I. C. 54:37 Cal 812, Ann Sheikh v. Jitu Sheikh , 

3. (’17) AIR 1917 Nag 63 (64) : 19 Cr. L. J, 705, Gorelal v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 742 (743) : 39 Cr. L. J. 828, In re Harichandra Reddy. 
(’12) 9 All L Jour 3a (3n). 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 122 (122) : 22 Cri L Jour 406, Ram Devi v. Govind Sahai . 
(Evidence recorded partly by his predecessor and partly by Magistrate.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 472 (473), Ramlakhan Mahto v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’91) 6 C P L R Cr 20 (25), Empress v. Ramdaijal. (Evidence wholly recorded by 
first Magistrate.) 

[Sec (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 120 (121) :'13 I. C. 776 : 38 Cal 828, Amodinidasec v. 
Darson. (Case withdrawn by sub-divisional Magistrate from Bench of Magis- 
trates after some witnesses for prosecution had been examined — Sub-divisional 
Magistrate discharging accused on ground that no evidence had been produced 
— Held that the sub-divisional Magistrate ought to have considered the 
evidence recorded by the Bench of Magistrates.)] 

2. (’92) 6 C P L R Cr 11 (12), Empress v. Dulzsha. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 255 (255) : 14 Ind Cas 607 (Ali), Ram Dial v. Emperor. 
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revision, the Magistrate must hear the evidence over again, are not 
really restrictive of the scope of S. 350, but are based upon the inter- 
pretation therein placed on the words “further inquiry” in S. 436. 

But he cannot re-commence the enquiry and at the same time 
rely upon evidence already recorded . 3 

A statement of an accused was recorded by a Magistrate who 
was thereafter transferred. The case was subsequently committed to 
sessions by his successor. It was held that the statement, though not 
recorded by the committing Magistrate, could nevertheless, in view of 
S. 350, be admitted in evidence in the sessions case under S. 287. 4 

6. Delivery of judgment of predecessor. — Section 350 gives 
a Magistrate jurisdiction under certain circumstances to decide a case 
upon evidence recorded by his predecessor, but does it give him a 
jurisdiction to deliver a judgment written by the latter? According 
to the Calcutta High Court it does not, the reason being that the 
Magistrate who makes himself responsible for the judgment, must 
always be the Magistrate who, before delivery thereof, had considered 
the evidence on record fairly and had also listened to the arguments, 
if any, of the accused . 1 The Rangoon High Court also agrees with this 
view but points out that if there is no demand for a new trial by the 
accused the succeeding Magistrate may take the judgment of his 
predecessor and compare it with the evidence recorded in the case 
and if he finds that it expresses what he himself would have decided 
in the case, he may deliver it as his own judgment . 2 

The High Court of Madras and the Chief Court of Oudh take the 
-opposite view, viz., that there is no irregularity in a Magistrate’s 
pronouncing the judgment of his predecessor . 3 At the same time, the 
Madras High Court makes it clear that a Magistrate cannot be 
compelled to pronounce a judgment of his predecessor and thereby 
adopt 'it as his own . 4 The Allahabad High Court has considered the 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Lah 23S (238) : 28 Gri L Jour 302, Kartar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 17 (IS), King-Emperor, v. Nga Pc. 

See also S. 348 Note 11. 

4. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah271(271):7 Luh 70:27Cr.L..J. 627 ,GhulamJannetr. Emperor. 
See also S. 287 Note 3. 

Note 6 

1. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 537 (539) : 27 Cr.L. J.406, Mahomed Eafique v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 637 (638) : 33 Cr. L. J. 60, Jogcshchandra v. Surcndra. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 55 (55) : 50 Cal 664 : 24 Cr.L. J. 489, Baisnab Gharan v.Amin 

Ali. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 249 (250, 251) : 1939 R L R 570 : 40 Cri L Jour 829, 
Ghinnayar v. Maung Mya Tin. (Succeeding Magistrate delivering judgment 
written by bis predecessor without adopting it as bis own judgment or signing or 
dating it — Defect is not mere irregularity curablo under S.537.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Cal 637 (638) : 33 Cr. L. J. 60, Jogcshclianda v.Surendra Mohan. 

3. (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 459 (459) : 18 M L J 197, In re Sanhara Pillai. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 251 (251) : 34 Cr. L. J. 117, In re China Somayya, 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 62 (63) : 28 Oudh Cas 109 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1075, Ghandiha 
Prasad v. Emperor. 

ISee also (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 340 (341): 40 Mad 108 : 17 Cr.L. J. 166(167), In re 
Savarimuthu Pillia. (Whether it is legal for a Magistrate to pronounce his 
predecessor’s judgment in face of demand for de novo trial doubted.)] 

4. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 340 (341) : 17 Cri L Jour 166 (167) : 40 Mad 108, In re 
Savarimuthu Pillia. (There is no specific provision in the Criminal Procedure 
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procedure as being at most an irregularity curable under S. 537 in the 
absence of prejudice to the accused. 5 The Lahore High Court has held 
a similar view in the undermentioned cases.® 

The Madras and Lahore High Courts have held in the case3 
cited below 7 that even where the accused demands a re-hearing the 
Magistrate is entitled to refuse his request and deliver the judgment 
written by his predecessor. This view proceeds on the ground that the 
trial must be deemed to have ended on the writing and signing of the 
judgment by the first Magistrate and the mere pronouncing of the 
judgment is no part of the trial. But in the undermentioned decision 8 
the Madras High Court considered it very doubtful if a re-hearing 
•could be refused if it was demanded by the accused. The Oudh Chief 
Court has also held that a re-hearing cannot ho refused if it is 
•demanded by the accused on the ground of there having been a change 
in the Magistrates. 80 

There is, however, certainly no provision in the Codo for delivery 
•of a judgment written by a Magistrate after he had ceased to have 
jurisdiction in the district; 0 a judgment so written is in fact no 
judgment at all. 10 

7. Proyiso (a). — The discretion given to a Magistrate by sub-s. (l) 
to act or not to act in a trial upon evidence recorded by his predecessor 
is controlled by this proviso. 1 Under this proviso the accused is entitled 
■to demand that witnesses already examined be re-called and re-beard. 2 
As to whether he is entitled to demand that witnesses examined on 
commission be re-examined, see Note 10a. Kefusal by a Magistrate to 


Code corresponding to O. 20 R. 2, Civil Procedure Code, under which the 
successor of a Judge can he said to be the mouthpiece of his predecessor.) 

-5. (’23) AIR 1923 All 276 (277) : 24 Cr. L. J. 173, Nnr Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(1889 All W N 181, distinguished.) 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 289 (290): 41 Cr. L. J. 808, Harnam Singh v. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Lah 21 (22) : I L R (1938) Lah 567 : 40 Cr. L. J. 288, Gian Singh 

v. Amar Singh. (Magistrate signing judgment written by him in absence of 
accused and keeping it for pronouncement by his successor — Judgment is deliver- 
ed within S, 366 (3) and the failure to pronounce it is a mere irregularity.) 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 21 (22) : 40 Cri L Jour 288 : 1 L R (1938) Lah 567, Gian 
Singh r. Amar Singh. (Once Magistrate signs judgment written by him, he delivers 
it and trial is over — Mere fact that successor pronounces it makes no difference 
— S. 350 does not apply.) 

-(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 251 (251) : 34 Cr. L. J. 117, In re China Somayya. 

[See also (’38) AIR 1938 All 102 (106) : I L R (1938) All 157 : 39 Cri L Jour 345, 
Bakslii Bam v. Emperor. (Judgment is not part of trial.] 

8. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 340(341): 17 Cr.L.J. 166: 40 Mad 108, In re Savarimuthu. 
8a. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 62(63): 28 0 0109:25 Cr.L.J. 1075, Chandilta v. Emperor. 

9. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 55 (55): 50 Cal 664: 24 Cr. L. J. 489, Baisndb v. Amin Ali. 

10. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 310 (310): 18 Cr. L. J. 10 (11), Chandra Kishorcx. Emperor. 
See also S. 12 Note 7 and S. 366 Note 3. 

Note 7 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 147 (148) : 38 Cr. L. J. 697 : ILR (1937) Nag 538, Sardari 
Lai v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 59 (60) : 31 Cr. L. J. 282, Emperor v. J. B. Sane. (The right 
to be exercised by the accused under this proviso can be exercised only at the 
time when second Magistrate commences his proceedings.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 324 (325) : 35 Cr. L. J. 1147, Mansoor Ali v. Abdul Salam. 
-2. (’37) AIR 1937 All 438 (439) : 38 Cri L Jour 804, Mahtab Singh v. Emperor. 

(This applies to inquiries under S. 110 also.) 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 139 (140), V Waradama v. Crown. 


Section 350 
Notes 6-7 



1992 CONVICTION ON PARTLY RECORDED EVIDENCE [CH. 24. 


Section 350 re-summon witnesses' required by the accused is a defect which is not- 

Note 7 curable by S.537. 3 The Madras High Court has, however, held that 

proviso (b) applies to such cases and that the proceedings are not 
vitiated in absence of prejudice . 30 But subject to giving effect to this 
right of the accused the option lies with the Magistrate to start the 
inquiry or trial all over again or not . 4 The accused has no right to 
insist that there shall not be a de novo trial or inquiry and if the 

Magistrate begins the proceedings anew against the wishes of the 

accused, the Magistrate’s action is not without jurisdiction . 5 In such a- 
case no question of prejudice to the accused arises . 5 

The proviso does not apply unless the accused asks for a re-hearing 7 
and where a trial is impeached on the ground that a re-hearing w r as 
refused, it is insufficient to make a general allegation of such refusal, 
without any specific allegation as to the date when and the person to 
whom the application w ? as made, and the order thereon . 8 

The mere fact that at the time of the framing of the charge the 
accused stated that he did not wish the witnesses to be re-called should 
not deter the Magistrate’s successor from acting under this section , 0 and 
if a case is remanded for further inquiry, and in the meanwhile there 
is a change of Magistrates, the new Magistrate is bound to accede to 
the accused’s request under this proviso, notwithstanding that the 
remand had been made only for recording further evidence . 10 

3. (’98) 25 Gal 8G3 (8G8) : 2 C W K 4G5, Gomcr Sirda v. Queen-Empress. (The 
right of accused to recall some witnesses is not lost by his having previously 
made an application for the attendance of witnesses.) 

(’03) 1903 Pun Re No. 3 Or, p. 8 (9, 10), Amir Elian v. Emperor. (Magistrate 
not asking the accused whether he wants the witnesses to be recalled is an irre- 
gularity curable by S. 537.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 L B G3 (63) : 9 L B R 92 : 19 Cr.L.J. 321, Enin Yin v. Than Pc. 
(’25) AIR 1925 All 245 (245) : 25 Cr. L. J. G51, Basanti v. Emperor. (Case under 
U. P. Municipalities Act.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 35 (3G) : 22 Gri L Jour GG8, Ghajju v. Emperor. (Order of ac- 
quittal passed after refusal is void in law.) 

[Sec also (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 212 (213) : 39 Cr. L. J. 854 : 14 Luck 172, Slico 
P.am v. Emperor.'] 

3a. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 724 (725) : 39 Cri L Jour 932, In re Ramamuni Rcddi. 
(’37) 1937 Mad W N 1245 (1247), Eaddccm Sahib v. Emperor. 

4. (’36) AIR 193G Nag 153 (154) : 37 Cr. L. J. 983 : ILR (1936) Nag 92, Tulcaram 
v. Emperor. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 218 (221) : 39 Cr. L. J. 858 : 14 Luck 15G, Gur Dayal v. 
Shco Dularcy. (Dissenting from AIR 1934 Oudh 324.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 147 (148) : 3S Cr. L. J. 697 : ILR (1937) Nag 538, Sardarilal 
v. Emperor. (There is no provision in the Code which enables the accused to 
demand that witnesses examined by the Magistrate who has ceased to exercise 
jurisdiction shall not be re-summoned and re-heard.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 318 (319) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1265, Mudda Yecrappa v. Emperor. 
[But sec (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 324 (325) : 35 Cr.L.J. 1147, Eaneoor Ali v. Abdus. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 59 (60) : 31 Cri L Jour 282, Emperor v. J. B. Sane.] 

6. (’38) AIR 193S Oudh 218 (221) : 39 Cr. L. J. 858 : 14 Luck 156, Gur Dayal v. 
Shco Dularcy. 

7. (’18) AIR 1918 All 279 (281, 2S2) : 40 All 307 : 19 Cr. L. J. 378, Earn Dass v. 
Emperor. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 693 (694) : 22 Cri L Jour 82, Pupa Singh v. Emperor. 

8. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 320 (320): 23 Cr L. J. 502, Asis Mandal v. Girish Chandra. 

9. (’12) 14 Cr.L.J. 175 (176):19 I. C, 175:1912UBR 151, NgaPoTeinv. Emperor. 

10. (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 5 (6) : 27 Cri L Jour 1125, Daroga Singh v. Emperor. 
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If the accused or liis pleader in applying for a transfer undertakes 
not to exercise liis right under this proviso, and he repudiates such 
undertaking, the Magistrate to whom the case is transferred is bound 
to consider the accused’s application for re-summoning and re-hearing 
the witnesses and is not controlled by any directions in this regard by 
the Court transferring the case to him . 31 

Tho accused’s right is to have the witnesses re-summoned and 
re-heard and not merely that their former statements be read out to 
him . 12 He cannot be asked to pay the expenses of re-summoning the 
witnesses . 33 

The extent of tho right of the accused is only to have the xuitnesses 
re-called and re-examined . 11 He is not entitled to demand a retrial as 
such . 15 It has been held that the accused is not entitled under tho 
proviso to claim a re-hearing on the ground that his ■pleader's argu- 
ments were not heard by the previous Magistrate . 10 Where, after a 
charge is framed in the trial of a warrant-case the case comes before 
a new Magistrate and the witnesses are re-summoned and re-heard as 
required by the accused, he is not entitled to have the prosecution 
witnesses re-called again for further cross-examination . 17 Where the 
Magistrate has not exercised his option of re-summoning the witnesses 
and recommencing the inquiry or trial, it is open to an accused who 
has demanded the re-summoning and re-hearing of witnesses under this 
proviso, to ask that the evidence of any particular witness should not 
he taken afresh. 3s Where witnesses for prosecution are re-summoned 
for examination at the instance of the accused under this proviso, 

11. {’18) AIR' 1918 All 279 (2S1) : 40 All 307 : 19 Cri L Jour 378, Bam Das v. 
Emperor. (Obiter.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 22 (20) : 19 Cri L Jour 657, Jangilal v. Emperor. (Expression 
of intention by counsel in High Court not to claim 'do novo' trial.) 

[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 1C8 (170) : 31 Cr. L. J. 257, Qowardhan Dass v. 
Abbas AH. (Doubtful if Magistrate can impose condition whileordering transfer.)] 

12. (’20) AIR 1920 Lab 344 (344) : 22 Cri L Jour 119, Mangal Singh v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Low Bur 63 (03) : 9LBR92 : 19 Cr. L. J. 321, Hnin Yin v.Tlian'Pe. 

13. (’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur 107 (107) : 15 Cri L Jour 687, Elias v. Eza Kiel. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Rang 108 (109) : 13 Rang 297 : 3G Cri L Jour 953, Maung Chit 

Tay v. Maung Tun Nyun. (Magistrate should, under discretion conferred by 
S. 544, order the expenses of witnesses to be paid by the Government.) 

See also S. 544 Note 1. 

14. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 218 (221) : 39 Cr. L. J. 858 : 14 Luck 156, Bur Dayal 
v. Shco Dularcy. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 153 (154):37 Cr.L. J.9S3 :ILR (1936) Nag 22,Tukarom v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 841 (842) : 35 Cri L Jour 79, Bamanna v. Emperor. 

15. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 153 (154) : 37 Cr.L.J. 983 : ILR (1936) Bag92, Tukaram 
v. Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 318 (319) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1265, Mudda Vccrappa v. Emperor . 

16. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 62 (63) : 28 O C 109 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1075, Cliandika Prasad 
v. Emperor. (But it is submitted that the question as to the ground on which the 
accused applies for rehearing under this proviso is irrelevant,) 

17. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 258 (259) : 37 Cr. L. J. 150, Edward Philbert v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 841 (842) : 35 Cr. L. J. 79, In re Bamanna. 

18. (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 318 (319) : 36 Cri L Jour 1265, Veerappa v. Emperor . 
(But examination of witness not wanted by accused is only irregularity which will 
not vitiate proceedings in absence of prejudice to accused.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Nag 209 (212, 213) : 36 Cri L Jour 41, Ibrahim v. Emperor. (Pre- 
. vious depositions of particular witnesses taken as part of record with express con- 
sent of accused's pleader and after due consideration if accused would be pre- 
judiced by such course— Held not illegal.) 
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tlie order in which they should be examinecl-in-ehief rests with the 
prosecution. 10 

This section in no way affects the provisions of S. 33 of the 
Evidence Act, and if a de novo trial is conducted, but one of the 
witnesses cannot be re-summoned because he is dead, his evidence 
may, nevertheless, be admitted under s. 33 of the Evidence Act. 20 

8. Application for re-hearing when to he made. — The time 
when the accused may apply under proviso (a) is when the second 
Magistrate commences his proceedings ; that is, when the case is called 
on, with the Magistrate on the Bench and the accused in the dock, and 
■the representatives for the prosecution and for the defence (if the 
•accused are defended) are present in the Court for the hearing of the 
case. 1 

The option given to the accused can be exercised by him only 
once.’ 1 An accused who has asked for a re-hearing of the witnesses can 
change his mind and leave the Court free to exercise its statutory 
option to act upon the evidence already recorded. 3 

9. Who can demand de novo trial. — The proviso is entirely 
in the interests of the accused and it is for him to say who is to be 
re-summoned and re-heard. The complainant has no privilege under 
S. 350, and cannot demand a re-hearing. 1 

10. Proviso, if applicable to inquiries. — This proviso is 
limited to criminal trials and is not applicable to inquiries. 1 Thusi 

19. (’34) AIR 1934 Nag 209 (211) : 36 Cri L Jour 41, Ibrahim v. Emperor. 

20. (’27) AIR 1927 Lab 332 (333) : 8 Lab 570 : 28 Cr. L. J. 451, LcJcal v. Emperor. 
(Disapproving of AIR 1922 Lab 49.) 

Note 8 

1. (’98) 25 Cal 863 (865) : 2 C TV N 465, Gomer Sirda v. Queen-Empress. 

•(’22) AIR 1922 Lab 49 (54) : 3 Lab 115 : 23 Cr. L. J. 330, Saliib Din v. Emperor . 
[Sec (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 55 (56) : 38 Cr.L.J. 250 : ILR (1937) Bom 211, Dagdu 
Govind Set v. Punja Vcdu.] 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 59 (60) : 31 Cri L Jour 282, Emperor v. J. B. Sane. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 288 (289) : 39 Cri L Jour 815 : ILR (1939) Nag 79, Moti 
Shanharlal v. Kcshrichand. (Accused claiming de novo trial before second 
Magistrate but waiving it before the third Magistrate — Third Magistrate can act 
on the evidence recorded by the first Magistrate.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 815 (816) : 27 Cri L Jour 659, In re Arulay. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 317 (317) : 26 Cri L Jour 526, In re Vudigalapudi Gadu. 

[But sec (’30) AIR 1930 Nag 59 (60) : 31 Cri L Jour 282, Emperor v.-J. B.Sanc .] 

Note 9 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudb 218 (220) : 39 Cri L Jour 858 : 14 Luck 156, Gur Dayal 
v. Sheo Dularey. (Though be can put before the Magistrate reasons why the pro- 
ceedings should be recommenced — Obiter.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 317 (317) : 26 Cr. L. J. 526, In re Vndigalapudigadu. (Com- 
plainant cannot insist on the accused to have a de novo trial.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 815 (816) : 27 Cri L Jour 659, In re Amlay. (If the accused 
declines to act under sub-cl. (1) (a) the complainant must suffer any disadvantage 
foflowing upon the Magistrate’s choosing to proceed on the evidence recorded.) 

Note 10 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 153 (154): 37 Cr. L. J. 983 : ILR (1936) Nag 92, Tnharam 
v. Emperor. 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 220(221): 38 Cr.L.J. 15:ILR (1937) Nag 135, E??*pm>rv. Ganpat, 
(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 483 (484) : 24 Cri L Jour 569, Sadah Reza v. Sachindra Nath 
Roy, (Does not apply to inquiries under S. 145.) 
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it does not apply to inquiries preparatory to a commitment" or to’-' 
proceedings in warrant-cases before a ebarge is framed, sucb proceedings 
being held to amount only to inquiries. 3 The Lahore High Court, however, 
in the undermentioned case, 4 seems to hold the view that the proviso 
is available to an accused even in proceedings prior to the framing of 
a charge. The Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court has also held that 
a trial within the meaning of the proviso does not commence with the 
framing of the charge in warrant-cases but commences when the accused 
appears or is brought before the Court under s. 252 and that, therefore, 
the proviso applies even to cases where a charge has not been framed. 5 
The Bombay High Court has also held that ‘trial’ includes the proceed- 
ings before the charge is framed. 0 

As to whether proceedings under chapter VIII of the Code are 
•enquiries or trials within the meaning of this section, there is a difference 
of opinion. In a Full Bench case of the Madras High Court, Ayling, J., 
was of opinion that they were only enquiries, while Wallis J., was of 
the opinion that they were trials. 7 It was also held in an earlier 
Calcutta case that there was so much similarity in substance between 
enquiries into offences and inquiries for taking security that the proviso 
should be equally applicable to both. 8 Whether or not the proviso to 

5. 350 applies suo vigors to proceedings under chapter VIII, it has been 
•definitely held that the proviso is, nevertheless, applicable by virtue of 
the provisions of s. 117, sub-s.(2). 9 

-('20) AIR 1920 Mod 337 (342, 344) : 43 Mad 511 : 21 Cr.L.J. 402 (FB), Venkata- 
cliennayya v. Emperor. (S. 117 (2), Or P. C., does attract proviso (a) to S. 350 
and the latter applies to ease under S. 107, Or. P. C.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 786 (787) : 25 Cri L Jour 89, Sondi Singh v. Govind Singh. 

(Does not apply to inquiries under S. 145, Cr. P. C.) 

('31) AIR 1931 Mad 488 (489) : 54 Mad 512 : 32 Cr. L. J. 635, Lakshmi Reddy v. 
Muni Reddy. (Obiter.) 

See also S. 145 Note 39. 

-2. (’38) 42 C W N 224 (: 224),Ashutosh Sen v. Emperor. (The Magistrate has, how- 
ever, got a discretion to exercise whether he will act on the evidence recorded by 
his predecessor, or he will resummon any of the witnesses before ho frames a 
charge against the accused.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 666 (668) : 32 Cri L Jour 243, Panchan an Sirkar v. Emperor. 
•(’09) 9 Cr. L. J. 146 (146, 147) : 1 1. C. 54 : 32 Mad 218, Palaniandi v. Emperor. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 742 (743) : 39 Cri L Jour 828, In re Earichandra Reddy. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 153 (155):37 Cri L Jour 983 : ILR (1936) Nag 92, Tukaram v. 

Emperor. (If no charge has been framed at all, accused is not entitled to a fresh 
examination of the witnesses.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 220(221):38 Cr.L.J. 15:ILR (1937) Nag 135, Emperor v. Ganpat. 
-(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 660 (661):46 Mad 719:24 Cr.L.J. 192, Ramanathan v. Emperor. 

4. (’22) AIR 1922 Lah 49 (54) : 3 Lah 115 : 23 Cri L Jour 330, Sahib Din v. 

. Emperor. (Accused has a right to demand that the witnesses shall be re-sum- 
moned and re-heard in case of summary trials, and also in summons-cases.) 

•5. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 106(110):28 SLR 239:35 Cr.L. J.1261, Labsing v. Emperor. 

6. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 55 (56) : 38 Cri L Jour 250 : ILR (1937) Bom 211, Dagdu 
Govind Set v. Punja Vedu. (Case under sub-section (1.)) 

7. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 337 (341) : 43 Mad 511 : 21 Cri L Jour 402 (F B). Ven- 
katachennayya v. Emperor. 

8. (’79) 4 Cal L R 452 (454), Buroda Kant Roy v. Korimuddi Moonshec. 

'9. (‘37) AIR 1937 All 438 (439) : 38 Cri L Jour 804, Mahtab Singh v. Emperor. 
(Enquiry under S. 110) 

(’37) 20 N L J 117 (118), Govinda v. Emperor. 

.(’20) AIR 1920 Mad 337 (342, 344) : 43 Mad 511 : 21 Cr.L.J. 402 (FB), Venkata, 
cliennayya v. Emperor. 


Section 350 
Note 10 
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Section 350 
Notes 10a-ll 


10a. Witnesses examined on commission — Applicability 
of proviso. — The object of re-summoning witnesses who bave already 
been examined is that the Magistrate may see their demeanour in the 
witness-box. A demand for re-summoning cannot therefore be made 
in the case of a witness who has never been summoned but whose 
evidence has only been taken on commission . 1 The words “re -summoned 
and re-heard” in proviso (a) presuppose that the witnesses have been 
already summoned and heard . 2 * * * * * 

Where interrogatories had been issued to such a witness and 
answered by him, in a subsequent de novo trial it is not necessary to 
issue fresh interrogatories and the answers to the interrogatories 
already made can be considered as evidence against the accused . 8 

10b. Proviso, if applies to maintenance proceedings. — 

The proviso applies only in the case of trials of persons accused of 
offences alleged to have committed by them. A person against whom 
proceeding under chapter XXXVI of the Code is taken not being an 
accused person, the proviso does not apply to such a proceeding. 1 See 
also Note 5 under S. 4SS. 

11. Duty of Magistrate under proviso (a). — This section 
does not require that the Magistrate shall ask the accused if he wishes 
to exercise the right 1 though it would be desirable and proper that the 
accused should be informed of his rights under the proviso . 2 But the 


(’25) AIR 1925 Oudk 228 (229) : 27 Oudh Cas 323 : 25 Cr. L. J. 1380, Baij Nath 
v. Emperor. 

See also S. 117 Note 5. 


Note 10a 

1. (’40) AIR 19-10 Sind 193 (193, 194), Sukhramdas Eiranand v- Emperor. 
(Magistrate cannot be said to bave exercised discretion wrongly in refusing to 
compel attendance of such witness.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pesli 17 (17) : 41 Cri L Jour 681, Roshan Lai v. Emperor. (In- 
terrogatories issued and answered — Subsequent trial de novo under S. 350 — Fresh 
interrogatories need not be issued — Nor can interrogatories already answered be 
excluded from evidence.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesli 67 (68) : 38 Cri L Jour 748, Kaura Ram v. Emperor. (Words 
‘re-summoned and re-heard’ in proviso (a) presuppose that witnesses have already 
been summoned and heard — Government expert examined on commission need 
not be re-examined on de novo trial of case.) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Pesb 67 (68) : 38 Cri L Jour 748, Kaura Ram v. Emperor. 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Pesh 17 (17) : 41 Cri L Jour 681, Roshan Lai v. Emperor. 

Note 10b 


1. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 536 (537) : 39 Cr.L.J. 205, U Run Zaw v. Ma AycKhin. 
(The use of the word ‘conviction’ in proviso (b) makes it doubly clear that the 
section applies only in case of trials of persons accused of oSences.) 

Note 1 1 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 249 (250) : 1939 R L R 570 : 40 Cr. L. J. 829, Ghinnayar 
v. Maung Mya Thi. (Duty is cast on the accused to demand a new trial if they 
desire it and not upon the Magistrate to offer it.) 

(’12) 14 Cr.L.J. 175 (176) : 1912 U B R 151 : 19 I.C. 17 5, NgaPoTeinv. Emperor. 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Rang 249 (250) : 1939 R L R 570 : 40 Cr. L .J. 829, Ghinnayar 

v. Maung Mya Thi. (When a Magistrate purports to act under S. 350, it is the 

routine practice that he should tell the accused that he is entitled to a new trial.) 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 238 (239, 240), Chit Tun y. Grown. (The Magistrate 
should record the fact that he has so informed the accused.) 

(’02) 1 Low Bur Rul 287 (288), Croivn v. Chit Ye. (Do.) 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 87 (88) Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Min. (Do.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Upp Bur 11 (11) : 17 Cri L Jour 401 (401) : 2 Upp Bur Rul 108,. 
Barachi v. Emperor. 
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failure fo do so is only an irregularity which is curable by s. 5S7. 3 4 

12. Re-commence the inquiry or trial. — It may be right to 
describe a fresh inquiry as a “ dc novo trial" when a Magistrate suo 
motu decides to re-commence the trial: but when proviso (a) is brought 
into force there does not seem to be any question of l 'dc novo trial," 
the right given to the accused being only to have witnesses re-heard . 1 
When the accused exercises this right, the proceedings which had taken 
place before are not completely wiped out, and it is not necessary for 
the accused to renew every application which he had made before he 
claimed the right . 2 So also the re-summoning of witnesses is not 
tantamount to recommencing the inquiry and even if the Magistrate, 
when he re-summoned the witnesses, contemplated re-commencing the 
enquiry, he is not precluded from changing his mind before he actually 
recommences the enquiry . 3 

Whether the Magistrate acts sno motu and grants a dc novo trial 
or accedes to the demand of the accused, his duty is to ro-snmmon 
and re-hear the witnesses and not merely to allow further cross- 
examination. 4 The object in granting a re-hearing is to enable the 
Magistrate who hears the case to judge of the credibility of the 
witnesses by their demeanour . 5 6 This object is lost if the witnesses are 
not examined again but only cross-examined . 0 Failure to examine the 
witnesses in chief amounts to an illegality which vitiates the trial and 
the mere fact that the accused acquiesces in the procedure adopted by 
the Magistrate does not estop him from raising the plea of illegality of 
the trial . 7 Where the Magistrate permitted the re-hearing of witnesses 
but the prosecution declined to examine them again, and the accused 
without raising any objection only cross-examined those witnesses, it 
was held that the provisions of S. 350 were not complied with and it 
was impossible to say that the accused were not prejudiced . 8 It has, 


3. {'84) 18S4 Pan Re No. 6 Cr p. 7 (8), Ecsra Bam v. Empress. 

('03) 1903 Pun Re No. 8 Cr p. 8 (10), Amir Khan v. Emperor. 

Note 12 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 448 (448, 449):38 Cr.L. J. 537, Vcnkalanarayana v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1936 Nag 153 (154, 155) : 37 Cr.L.J. 983’ : I L R (1936) Nag 92, Tukaram 

v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 317 (317) : 26 Cri L Jour 526: In reVudigalapudigadu. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Mad 318 (319) : 36 Cri L Jour 1265, Vecrappa v. Emperor. 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Mad 448 (449) : 38 Cr.L.J. 537, Vcnkalanarayana v. Emperor. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 742 (743) : 39 Cr. L. J. 828, In re Hari Chandra Reddi. 

4. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 493 (495) : 40 Cr. L. J. 73, Purshottam Bao v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 158 (159) : 20 Sind LR 50 : 27 Cr.L. J. 332, Sidikv. Emperor. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 193 (193), Sukhramdas Hiranand v. Emperor. (Purpose 
of S. 350 cannot be assisted by cross-examintion on commission of witness ex- 
amined on commission in previous proceedings.) 

(’40) AIR 1940 Pesli 17 (17) : 41 Cri L Jour 681, Boshan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 All 438 (439)': 38 Cri L Jour 804, Mahtab Singh v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1280 (1281) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1596, Narayana v. Enumalai. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Low Bur 63 (63) : 19 Cr, L. J. 321 : 9 L. B. R. 92, Enin Yin v. 
Than Pc. 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1280 (1281) : 26 Cr.L. J. 1596, Narayana v. Elumalai. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Sind 158 (159) : 20 Sind L R 50 : 27 Cr. L. J. 332, Sidik v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 L.B. 63 (63) : 9 L.B.R.92 : 19 Cr.L.J. 321, Enin Yin v. Than Pe. 

7. (’38) AIR 1938 Nag 493 (495) : 40 Cr. L. J. 73, Purshottam Bao v. Emperor. 

8. (’07) 6 Cri L Jour 431 (432) : 12 C W N 138, Sdbh Nath Singh v. Emperor. 


Section 350 
Notes 11-12 
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Section 380 however, boon hold by tbc Otulli Chief Court that whore the evidence of 

Note 12 the witness who is only cross-examined before the second Magistrate lias 

been discarded in arriving at the conclusion, there can bo no prejudice 
to the accused caused by the omission of the prosecution to examine the 
witness and that the trial is not vitiated. 0 The undermentioned decision 10 
lays down that non-compliance with the demand to have witnesses 
re-summoned and re-hoard will not prejudice the accused when the 
witnesses are further cross-examined by the Magistrate who decided the 
case. (But there is a couilict of decisions as to whether non-compliance 
with accused's demand for re-hearing •under proviso (a) is a curable 
irregularity : see Note 7.) Merely reading their depositions to the 
witnesses 11 or exhibiting them 12 is not re-lioaring them. 

When a superior Court directs an inquiry by a Magistrate other 
than the one who originally heard the case, the provisions of S. 350 
debar it from directing that the case should be proceeded with from a 
particular stage. 13 Where such a direction was made and on the case 
going back it was found that the original Magistrate had been transferred, 
it was hold that the directions did not apply to liis successor. 1 * The 
same may lie said of transfers; the operation of S. 350 cannot be checked 
by any restrictions in the order of transfer. 15 As to instances where the 
High Court has ordered re-inquirv from a particular stage where the 
accused undertakes not to ask for a re-trial, see the undermentioned 
cases. 10 The right of the Magistrate under sub-s. (l) to re-commence the 
proceedings applies not only to trials but also to cases where the stage 
of trial has not been reached. 17 It has been held that when a de novo 
trial is held the prosecution is not bound to examine all the witnesses 
who were examined at the original trial and that it is open to the 
prosecution to dispense with the evidence of any witness whom it 
regards as unreliable. 18 

9. (’38) AIR 1938 Oiulh 212 (213) : 39 Cr. L. J. S31 : I I Lack 172, Shco Bam v. 
Emperor . 

10. (NIS) AIR 1938 Mml 721 (723) : 39 Cr L .Tour 932, Ir. re Bamamuni Beddi. 

11. (’20) AIR 1920 Lull 311 (311) : 22 Cr. L. J. 119, Manual Singh v. Emfcrer. 
(’IR) AIR 191R Low Bar 03 (03) : 9 L. B. R. 92 : 19 Cr. L. J. 321, Ilnin Tin v. 

Than Pc. 

12. (’23) AIR 1923 Mud 32 (33) : -10 Mnd 117 : 23 Cri L Jour 7-18, Ir. rc K. K. 
Uvmiar llaji. 

13. (’01) 28 Cal 591 (597), Slicoprahash Singh v. B\ D. Baulins. 

14. (’98) 25 Cul 803 (8G1) : 2 C W N -105, Gamer Sirda v. Queen-Empress. 

15. (’30) AIR 1930 Mud 983(9SI):32 Cr.L.J. 220, Bamaswami Thcvarv.M. Subban. 

16. (’01) 1 Gri L 3 oar -IG (-19) :RCWS 77, Kishori Gir v. Bam Xaravau Gir. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cnl 172 (173) : 20 Cri L Jour 313, Nirmal Kumar Singh v. Com- 
missioner of Income-tax, Bengal. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nng 209 (270) : 31 Cr.L.J. 1172, Krishna Murari Lai v. Emperor. 
(Case transferred 1>y High Court — Order made under S. 5G1A that the proceed- 
ings must commcnco from examination of accused.) 

17. (’30) AIR 1930 Nng 220 (221) : 38 Cr.L.J. 15: 1 LB (1937) Nng 135, Emperor 
v. Ganpat. 

18. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudli 212 (212) : 39 Cr. L. J. 851 : 1-1 Luck 172, Shco Bam v. 
Emperor. (But Court will take into consideration the fact that a witness pre- 
viously examined lins not been examined.) 

[See Iiowcvcr (’35) AIR 1935 Mad 818 (319) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1205, Mudda Vcerappa 
v. Emperor. (Trial do novo — Prosecution dispensing with one prosecution 
witness — This is irregularity but enn be cured undor S. 537 if tho accused has 
not been prejudiced.)] 
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13. From what stage inquiry may be re-commenced. — Section 350> 
M'hen a Magistrate succeeding another elects to conduct a dc novo Note 13 
trial, lie cannot 'summarily dismiss the complaint under s. 203, it being 
no longer n question of deciding whether or not proceedings should bo 
taken on tho complaint. 1 Nor can he refer the matter to the police 
under s. 202. The inquiry which ho can rc-commenco is tho inquiry ns 
defined in S. -1 which does not include a reference to the police. 2 

It has been held by the High Court of Madras that a Magistrate 
Vlio re-commences an inquiry or trial does not thereby modify its 
nature or the stage at which it has arrived. Thus, where tho proceedings 
re-commenced are only an inquiry, they are re-commenced as an 
inquiry, and where they have developed into a trial stage they are 
re-commenced as a trial, i. c., a proceeding in which a charge has 
been framed ; in other words, a charge once framed is not wiped out 
or cancelled by a dc novo trinl. 3 A similar view has also been taken 
by the Allahabad High Court in a recent decision. 33 Tho Chief Court 
of Oudh has held that whatever might be the interpretation ns regards 
eases falling under the first sub-section proper, this principle will 
apply to cases of re-hearing under proviso (a) and that, a charge 
once framed is not wiped out by granting such a re-henring.' 1 But the 
same Court has held in a subsequent case that if the Magistrate frames 
a new charge the accused cannot have any cause for grievance, inasmuch 
as under s. 227 (l) a Court can alter or add to any charge at any limo 
before judgment is pronounced. 43 Tho Chief Court of the Punjab 
appears to be of the same view as the High Court of Madras. 3 On tho 
other hand, the Nagpur High Court, 3 the Judicial Commissioner’s 

Note 13 

1. (’94) TCI'LIt Cr 30 (37), Bahrain v. Baldco. 

2. (’8G) 9 Mad 282 (232) : 2 Weir 213, Sadagopachariar v. Baghvachariar. (En- 
quiry under S. 202 is made before evidence for the complainant is taken and 
process issued.) 

3. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 23 (21) : 15 Cri L Jour 073 : 39 Mad 593, Sriramulu v. 

Krishna Bow. (Where proceedings arc recommenced by second Magistrate nftcr 
a charge tins been framed by his predecessor his order of discharge is really one 
of acquittal.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Mad 811 (811) : 35 Cri L Jour 79, Iiamanna v. Emperor. 

(’10) AIR 1910 Mad 1018 (1019) : 17 Cri L Jour 1 (2), Bugtha Sinliadri Naidu v. 

Bchava Sitaraina Patrudu. 

[Sec however (’34) AIR 1934 Mad -175 (475) : 35 Cri L Jour 1303 : 57 Mad 1019, 

Ramalingam v. Emperor. (Grant of dc novo trial has the effect of wiping out 
the prior proceedings.)] 

3a. (’35) AIR 1935 All 834 (830) : 30 Cri L Jour 912, Rasa Husain v. Emperor. ' 

4. (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 8G(8S):8 Luck28G:34 Cr.L.J,124,E«utcur Sen v. Emperor. 

4a. (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 217 (218) : 39 Cri L Jour 849, Gajju v. Emperor. (The- 

accused is not prejudiced especially when ho himself applies for a dc novo trial 
before the subsequent Magistrate.) 

5. (’03) 1903 PunReNo. 14Ci‘,p.35(38,39):1903runLRNo. 175 .Cromnv.Natliu. 

6. (’36) AIR 193G Nag 153 (150) : ILIt (1930) Nag 92 : 37 Cr. L. J. 983, Tulearam 
Emperor. (But where tho Magistrate does not order a dc novo trial but rehears the 
case at the request of tho accused, the charge framed previously is not wiped out.) 

(’94) 7 C P L R Cri 30 (38), Bahrain v. Baldco. (When tho witnesses have been 
examined again it will bo open to tho Magistrate dealing with the case to framo- 
a charge or to discharge the accused as ho may think fit.) 

[Compare (’31) AIR 1931 Nag 39 (40): 27 N. L. R. 13: 32 Cr. L. J. 603, Shcoraisai - 
v. Dani. (AIR 1915 Mad 23, dissented from.)] 
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Section 350 
Notes 13-1 5a 


Court of Peshawar 7 and the Chief Court of Lower Burma, 8 9 have taken 
the view that, where a trial is recommenced all the previous proceedings, 
including the charge framed, are wiped out. The Bombay High 
Court also hold that in warrant-cases where a charge has been framed 
and the trying Magistrate is succeeded by another Magistrate, the 
latter can proceed with the case from the beginning and is not hound 
to recommence the proceedings only from the stage of the charge. 0 

Where a number of accused persons are proceeded against some 
of whom are discharged, and thereafter the proceedings are transferred 
to the file of another Magistrate, the order of discharge is not thereby 
cancelled. 10 

15, Case coming again before original Magistrate. — When 
a Magistrate is transferred and a case which was pending before him 
is taken up by his successor and the trial started afresh, the proceedings, 
which had already been taken before the transferred Magistrate are 
wiped out and such Magistrate has no jurisdiction on the case coming 
back to his file to proceed with the trial from the point where he 
himself had left it. 1 But where the second Magistrate has not ordered 
41 new trial, the original Magistrate to whom the case comes back is 
not hound to grant a dc novo trial. To such a case this section does not 
apply as the Magistrate is not ‘another Magistrate’. 2 See also Note 2. 

15a. Transfer of a case from a Bench of Magistrates to a 
Magistrate. — Where under Rule 0 of the rules framed by the Bengal 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Peril 7S (79) ; 35 Cri L Jour 170, Abdul Hakim v. Haji Abdul 
A:iz. (Order of discharge under S. 239, Cr. P. C., after a dc novo trial is correct 
and docs not bar a fresh trial.) 

8. (’03-01) 2 Low Bur Rul 17 (IS), King-Emperor v. Nna Pc. 

•(’IS) Allt 1918 Low Bur 03 (G3) : 9 Low Bur Rul 92 : 19 Cri L Jour 321, Hnin 
Yin v. Than Pc, 

9. (’37) AIR 1937 Bom 55 (50) : 38 Cri L Jour 230 : ILR (1937) Bom 211, Dagdu 
Clovindshct v. Pun ja Vcdu. (lie is not bound to recommence only from tire stage 
of the charge — He has power to re commence the proceedings from the beginning, 
and is competent to pa«s an order of discharge, and can pass an order of compen- 
sation under S. 250, Criminal P. C. — The fact that another Magistrate had already 
framed a charge does not make the order of the compensation or discharge illegal.) 

10. (’99) 1 Bom L R 7S2 (783), Queen. Em] rcss v. Fakir a. 

See also S. 328 Note 0. 

Note 14 

I. (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 81 (82): 28 Cr.L. J. 23, Sriranja Ghcttiarv. Subramania .lsari, 
•(’30) AIR 1930 Nag 220 (221): 38 Cri L Jour 15: ILR (1937) Nag 135, Emperor v. 
Ganpat. (Even though the case may not have proceeded before the succeeding 
Magistrate beyond merely ordering dc novo trial.) 

•(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 174 (174): 20 Cr. L. J. 510, Sardar Khan Sahib v. Athaulla, 
(The case will have to be tried dc novo.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 311 (811): 20 Cri L Jour S20, dago Singh v. Emperor, 

(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 57S (580): 20 Cr. L. J. 038, Parana Choudhury v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Mad475(475):57 Mad 1019:35 Cr.L.J. 1303, Bamaiingam y. Emperor, 
[Sec however (’37) 1937 MWN 1245 (1247), Naddecm Sahib v. Emperor. (Transfer 
of Magistrate after recording prosecution ovidcnce nnd framing of charge— Suc- 
cessor ordering dc novo trial hut before beginning it case ngain retransferred to 
original Magistrate — Magistrate’s refusal to resummon and rehear witnesses is 
only irregularity.)) 

.2. (’38) AIR 193S All 530 (537) : 39 Cri L Jour 978: ILR (1938) All 794, Shyama 
Pado v. Sunder Das. (Moreover as he hns heard all the ovidcnce for the prose- 
cution there is no power in this section for him to rehear it even if he desired to 
do so — Hence there cannot be a dc novo trial.) 
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Government under S. 1G, on a difference of opinion between an even 
number of Honorary Magistrates, a ease was referred bnclc to the 
sub-divisional Officer, it was held that the provisions of this section 
applied and the sub-divisional Officer could continue the case from 
the stage at which it was when the transfer to him was made. 1 The 
Madras High Court has held that where a case is partly tried by a 
first class Bench under its summary powers and then is transferred to 
a second class Magistrate having no summary powers, the latter can 
try it only by means of a complete <lc novo trial and that this section 
has no application io the trial by the second cla«s Magistrate subsequent 
to the transfer of the case to his file." 

15. Proviso (b) — Prejudice to the accused. — A judgment 
arrived at by a Magistrate upon evidence not wholly recorded by 
himself is considered by the framers of Code to be of such infirmity 
that it is liable to be set aside without an appeal, provided that the 
-accused has been actually prejudiced thereby. 1 

It does not matter whether the accused did or did not object to 
the procedure, nor is it necessary to consider whether or not he had a 
reasonable opportunity of entering a protest thereto ; the real question 
is whether he was prejudiced by the course adopted. 2 If he was, the 
•conviction will be sot aside ; 3 if he was not, the High Court will refuse 
to interfere. 4 Sec also Note 7. 

In a case of defamation it was held that though the Magistrate’s 
deciding the case upon evidence recorded by his predecessor was not 
without jurisdiction, still it was difficult to see how a Magistrate could 
adequately decide such a case without having had the complainant 
■examined before him. s 

Under this proviso a District Magistrate can set aside convictions 
by Magistrates subordinate to him. This would include first class 


• Note I4a 

1. (’18)AIR 1918 Cal 304{303):19 Cr.L.J. 312, Chnnd Tara filar v.Shamshcr FaMr. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 50a (507): 55 Mad 79: 33 Cr.L.J. 053, Kannicr wDasalicr. 
(The reason is that a case cannot he tried partly according to the summary pro- 
cedure and partly according to the ordinary procedure.) 

Note 15 

1. (’75) 23 Suth TV R Cr 59 (GO), Queen v. Hughoonath Das. 

•(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 218 (220) : 39 Cal 781 : 14 I C 314, Kudrulullah v. Emperor. 
(Prejudice must be shown.) 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 All 5G (59,G0):41 All 11G: 19 Cr.L.J. 1004, Mafhttra v. Emperor. 

3. (’17) AIR 1917 Upp Bur 11 (12) : 17 Cr. L. J. 401 (402) : 2 Upp Bur Rul 108, 
Barachi v. Emperor. 

•(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 238 (240), Chil Tun v. Crown. (In this case, however, 
absence o£ prejudice was presumed because there was no objection raised.) 

(’92) 14 All 34G (347) : 1892 A W N 19, Queen-Empress v. Bashir Khan. (Not 
acceding to the demand of the accused for resummoning witnesses.) 

4. (’84) 1884 Pun Re No. G Cr, p. 7 (8), Kcsra Bam v. Empress. 

•(’75) 24 Suth IV R Cr 12 (13), TJ gal Mundul v. Namdar M undid, 

•(’89) 1889 All IV N 1G1 (161), Queen-Empress v. Bansi Singh. 

(’05) 9 Cal IV N cclxxxv (cclxxxvi), Sabil She ih v. Moizuddcen Sheik. 

[Sec (’70) 13 Suth IV R Cr 40 (41), Purmcssur Singh v. Soroop Audhikarcc.'] 

:5. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 492 (493) : 4 Ind Cas 67 (Cal), Brindaban Chandcr Das v. 
Ishaqudin Choudhury. 
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Magistrates oven though no appeal lies to the District Magistrate from 
convictions by the former; for, as pointed out in the undermentioned 
cases 0 which discussed the meaning of the words “inferior” and 
“subordinate” occurring in Ss. 435 and 437, S. 17 makes all Magistrates, 
in the district subordinate to the District Magistrate. 

See also the undermentioned case. 7 

16. Sub-section (2). — It is a general principle of law that 
evidence taken by one Magistrate is not evidence in a trial before 
another, unless some provision of law expressly makes it so. There is. 
nothing in S. 34G enabling a Magistrate to whom the case is referred, 
to act on the evidence recorded by the referring Magistrate 1 and 
sub-s. ( 2 ) of S. 350 expressly makes the provisions of the section 
inapplicable to proceedings stayed under s. 34G. 2 Hence, it follows that 
a Magistrate hearing a case sent to him under s. 34G, must hear tho 
same do novo and cannot act on evidence already recorded by the 
Magistrate who transferred the case. 3 

Under s. 349 it is in the discretion of the superior Magistrate to 
whom a case is roferred, to act or not to act upon evidence already 
recorded by tho subordinate Magistrate.' 1 The addition of the words 
“or in which proceedings have been submitted to a superior Magistrate 
under S. 349” to the sub-section in 1923 makes it clear that nothing in 
this section will apply to cases submitted under S. 349. The discretion* 
therefore, that tho superior Magistrate has under S. 349, is uncontrolled 
by tho proviso to s. 850 and ho cannot, therefore, bo compelled to hold 
a dc novo trial. 5 

17. Sub-section (3) — Transfer of cases. — The earlier view 
was that the provisions of this section did not apply where a change 
of Magistrates had occurred by a transfer or withdrawal of a case 
from tho file of one Magistrate to that of another. 1 But latterly it 


6. (’85) 7 All 853 (854): 1885 A W N 257 (F B), Queen-Empress v. Lasqari. 

(’8G) 12 Cal 473 (477) (F B), Opcndro Nath Ghosc v. Duhliini Bcwa. 

(’84) 8 Mad 18 (19) : 2 Weir 540 (F B), In the matter of Padmanabha. 

See also S. 435 Note 8. 

7. (’84) 9 Bom 100 (103), Queen-Empress v. Pirya Gopal. (Under S. 350 District. 
Magistrate is empowered by tbe Code to sot aside the convictions recorded by first 
class Magistrate.) 

Note 16 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 327 (327) : 24 Cri L Jour 413, In re China Vctiku Naidiu 
(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 191(191) : 27 SLR26G :34Cr.L.J. 749, Slier Khan v. Emperor. 

2. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 105G (1057) : 17 C P L R Cr 159, Emperor v. Gohal. 

3. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 415 (416) : 39 Cr.L.J.GOG, Sashti Gopal v. Haridas BagdL 
See Noto 5 to S. 34G. 

4. (’92) 2 Weir 428 (429), In re Itaghava Naiho. 

5. (’38) AIR 1938 Cal 415 (41G) : 39 Cr.L.J. GOG, Sashti Gopal v. Haridas Bagdi. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Sind 48(48) : 18 SLR 216: 2G Cr. L. J. 1363, Emperor r. Dodo. 

See also Note 12 to S. 349. 

Note 17 

1. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 820 (823) : 1 Nag L R 187, Ladya v. Emperor. 

(’90) 12 All GG (G8) : 1890 All W N 7, Queen-Empress v. Badhc. 

(’89) 1889 All W N 130 (130), Queen-Empress v. Angnu. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 287 (288), Crown v. Chit Te. 

(1900) 2 Weir 152 (153), In re Tota VenJcanna. 

(’91) 2 Weir 690 (690), In re Sundara Iyer. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 301 (301) (FB), Crown v. Ta Lok. 
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was recognized that the section applied even to such transfers or Section 350 
withdrawals. 2 The recent introduction of sub-s.(3) gives effect to the Note 17 
latter view. 3 

It has been pointed out that, though s. 350 is applicable to cases 
transferred or withdrawn from the file of one Magistrate to that of 
another, it is desirable that the second Magistrate should commence 
the hearing dc novo.* 


3 50 A. No order or judgment of a Bench of Sec tion350A 
changes in Magistrates shall he invalid by reason 
Benches. only of a change having occurred m the 
constitution -of the Bench in any ease in vrliieh the 
Bench by which such order or judgment is passed is 
duly constituted under sections 15 and 16, and the 
Magistrates constituting the same have been present 
on the Bench throughout the proceedings. 

Synopsis 

1. Scope of the section. 

2. “Duly constituted under sections 15 and 16.” 

3. "And the Magistrates constituting the same have been present 

. . . throughout the proceedings.” See Note 4. 

4. Non-compliance with the section — Effect of. 

5. Transfer of a case from a Bench of Magistrates to a Magistrate. 

Sec Kote 14a under S. 350. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Absence of some Magistrates but remain- Absence of quorum — Effect. See Koto 2, 
ing enough to form the quorum. See Judgment by Magistrate who had not 
Kote 2. heard. Sec Note 1. 

1, Scope of the section. — Before the introduction of this 
section into the Code by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 

Act, XVIII of 1923, it was uniformly held that where a judgment was 
delivered by the necessary quorum of Magistrates who had been present 


(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Bui 87 (87), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Min. 

(’75) 24 Suth TV E Cr 53 (04), Queen v. Khan Mahomed. 

(’07) 0 Cri L .Tour 434 (438) : 12 Cal TV N 140, Deputy Legal Bcmcmbranccr v. 
Upcndra Kumar Ohosc. 

(’02) 15 C P L B 00 (G8), Emperor v, Kasim. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1050 (1057) : 17 C P L B Cr 159 (100), Emperor v. Gohal. 

(’18) AIB 1918 Kag 22 (25) : 19 Cri L .Tour 057, Jangilal v. Emperor. 

(’70) 14 Suth TV B Cr 3 (3), Kopil Nath Sahi v. Konceram. (Transfer of case— 
No de novo trial — Conviction not set aside because no objection was raised.) 

(’03) 6 Oudk Cas 192 (193), Puran v. King-Emperor. 

2. (’09)9Cr.L.J. 146 (140): 32 Mad 218: II. C. 54, PalaniandiGoundanv. Emperor. 
(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 220 (223) : 35 Cal 457 : 12 Cal TV N 410 : 7 Cal L Jour 488, 

Mohcsh Chandra Saha v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cr .L. J. 218 (220) : 39 Cal 781 : 14 I. C. 314, Kudrutullah v. E viper er. 
(T7) AIB 1917 U.B. 11 (11): 2 U.B.B. 108: 17 Cr.L.J. 401 (401), Barachiv. Emperor. 
(’20) AIB 1920 Pat 093 (094) : 22 Cri L Jour 82, Pupa Singh v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIB 1914 All 45 (40) : 36 All 315 : 15 Cri L Jour 354, Emperor v. Nanlnta. 
(’18) AIB 1918 All 279 (281) : 40 All 307 : 19 Cr.L.J. 378, Bam Das v. Emperor. 
(T9) AIB 1919 Low Bur 50 (50) : 20 Cri L Jour 496 ,Ganga Chctty v. Emperor. 
(’IS) AIR 1918 Nag 142 (143) : 20 Cri L Jour 41, Alcbar Ali v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cr.L.J. 229 (229): 107 I.C. 160 (Pat), Clihanu Prasad Singh v. Emperor. 

3 . (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 983 (984): 32 Cr.L.J. 220, Bamasiuami Thevan v. M. Subban. 

4. (T9) AIR 1919 L. B. 50 (51) : 20 Cr. L. J. 490, M. Batman v. Abdul Samad. 
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Section 350A. throughout the trial, the judgment would he perfectly valid though 
Note 1 some other Magistrates had also been present at the earlier stages of the 
trial; 1 hut there was a difference of opinion on the question whether 
a judgment delivered hy a Bench of Magistrates some of whom had 
not heard the whole of the evidence could he considered to ho a valid 
judgment. According to one view the fundamental principle of law 
is that no person who has not heard the whole of the evidence is 
competent to pass or take part in passing the judgment in the case, 
and that a judgment so passed is a nullity. 1 ” Another view was that 
the only question in each case was whether the accused was prejudiced 
by the course adopted. 2 In this view it was held that a Government 
Notification under s. 1G, clause (c), which provided that “if any case is 
adjourned and the members at the adjourned sessions are not the same 
as sat at the first hearing of the case, the provisions of S. 350 of the 
Criminal Procedure Code will be held to apply to the case,” was not 
'ultra vires? A third view was that such a Government Notification 
was ultra vires of the powers of the Local Government under s. 1C, 
clause (c). 4 

The present section now makes it clear that no change in the 


Section 350A — Note 1 

1. (’04) G Cv. L. J. 43 (44) : 3 N. L. R. G7, Balbhadri Bani v. Tribhuban Nath. 
(’17) AIR 1917 All 379 (379): 18 Cri L Jour 749 (749), Khuda Bulcsh v. Emperor. 

(Where no quorum was enjoyed, two were held sufficient.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Mad 139 (139): 38 Sind 797: 15 Cri L Jour 549, Ycnhatrama Iyer 
v. Swaminatha Iyer. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Ondh 1G3 (1G4) : 25 Or. L. J. 198, Brij Bhukhan v. Bam Kirat. 
la. (’19) AIR 1919 Sind GG (GG): 13 S.L.R. 1G0: 20 Cr.L.J. 7G9, Emperor v. Nihchal. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Lnh 135 (13G): 2 Lab 237 : 22 Cr.L.J. 740, Girdhari v. Emperor. 
(’1G) AIR 191G Mad 810 (811) : 1G Cri L Jour 489 (489) : 38 Mad 304, In re 
Subramania Ayyar. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Upp Bur 29 (29) : 3 Upp Bur Bui 118 : 20 Cri L Jour 33G, Nga 
Paik y. Nga Saw Hlaing. 

(’17) AIR 1917 L. B. 79 (79) : 8 L. B. R. 4G3 : 18 Or. L. J. 9G, Itala v. Emperor. 
(’9G) 23 Cal 194 (195), Damri Thalcur v. Bhowani Sahoo. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lab 137 (138) : 22 Cri L Jour 511, Abdul Ghani v. Emperor. 

(’95) 18 Mad 394 (394) : 2 Weir 17, Queen-Empress v. Basappa. 

(’91) 2 Weir 13 (13), In re Bcnganathan. 

(’2lj AIR 1921 Bom 44 (45) : 22 Cri L Jour G15, Gangappa Irappa v. Emperor. 

(Decided on the particular Government notification.) 

(’78) 3 Cal 754 (755), Suffcruddin v. Ibrahim. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Ondh 21 (22) : 25 Oudh Cas 1S2 : 23 Cri L Jour GOG, Sultan v. 
Shamshcr. (Ono Magistrate recording evidence, others attending to other work.) 
(’86) 12 Cal 558 (559), Bam Sunder De v. Bajab AH. 

(’83) 13 Cal L Rep 212 (213), Shiimbhu Nath Sarkar v. Bam Eamal Guha. 

2. (’IS) AIR 1918 All 5G(G0):41 All 11G : 19 Cr.L.J. 1004, Mathura v. Emperor. 
[See also (’99) 2 W r oir 18 (19), In re Bamasami Aiyar. (Six Magistrates eonsti- 

tutingn Bench — Only three present throughout trial who delivered judgment in 
which the three absent concurred — Held that it was an irregularity not vitiating 
proceedings.) 

(’16) 14 All L Jour 22u (22?i), Padarath v. Bamdas. (Bench of two Magistrates — 
One of them replaced by another on his absence — Judgment delivered by original 
two Magistrates — Held that since no objection was taken at the trial, it was not 
wholly illegal.)] 

3. (’18) AIR 1918 All 56(58) : 41 All 11G : 19 Cr.L.J. 1004, Mathura v. Emperor. 
[See (’14) AIR 1914 Oudh 345 (34G) : 17 Oudh Cas 142 : 15 Cri L Jour 51G, Indar 

Bat y. Emperor . ] 

4. (’93) 20 Cal 870 (874), liar dioar Sing v. Ehcga Ojlia. 
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constitution of the Bench during the progress of a trial will affect the 
validity of the judgment passed, provided — 

firstly, that the Bench hv which the judgment is passed 
is duly constituted, and 

secondly, that the Magistrates constituting the same (;. c., 
the Bench which passed the judgment) have been 
present on the Bench throughout the proceedings . 

2. “Duly constituted under sections 15 and 16.” — A Bench 
of Magistrates will he "duly constituted under Ss. 15 and 1G” if — 
(lUhe individuals sitting as a Bench have all been authorized by the 
Provincial Government under s. 15 to sit together ns a Bench, and 
(2) the number of such individuals is not less than the quorum fixed 
by rules framed by the Provincial Government under S. 1G, clause (c). 

Suppose that A, B, c, D and E, are all authorized under rules 
framed under s. 15 to sit together as a Bench, and under the rules 
framed under S. 1G, clause (c), the quorum for a valid Bench is declared 
to be two. If now A, B and c sit together to hear a case, but C is absent 
during subsequent hearings thereof and A and B finally dolivor 
judgment in the case, the judgment is perfectly valid notwithstanding 
the change in the personnel of the Bench in the course of the trial, 
inasmuch ns A and B form a duly “constituted” Bench (f. c. they form 
the necessary quorum) and they have been present throughout the 
proceedings. 1 In Chitcshwar Dube v. Emperor, la Niamatullah, J., 
however, took the view that all the Magistrates who began to hear the 
case must be present at all the hearings irrespective of the quorum in 
order to render the ultimate judgment valid. This view was dissented 
from by a Bench of the same High Court in Dasrath Bai v. Emperor ; 2 
but Sulaiman, G. J„ in the latter case, observed as follows : "It is not 
easy to see how the constitution of the Bench can be changed and at the 
same time the Magistrates constituting the Bench be present on the Bench 
throughout the proceedings.” In making this observation his Lordship 
does not appear to have laid the necessary emphasis on the words “duly 
constituted” used in the section. A Bench may be constituted by several 
Magistrates appointed under S. 15, and there may be a change in the 
constitution of such Bench. But if the duly constituted Bench under 
S. 1G, i. e., the quorum fixed, passes the judgment, it would be valid 
provided the Magistrates constituting such quorum have been present 
on the Bench throughout the proceedings. 


Note 2 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 All 355 (355) : 34 Or. L. J. 701 : 55 All 459, Matliurax. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Nng 95 (96): 28 Nag L E 190:33 Cri L Jour 559, Nagox.Shanltar. 

(Magistrate absent at two hearings, assisting in and signing judgment — Held 
such judgment was illegal.) 

[See also (’98) 21 Mad 240(249) : 2 Weir 17, ICaruppanna Nadan v. Chairman, 
Madura Municipality. (Bench of seven Magistrates begun a case and five of 
them convicted the accused — Held conviction not invalidated by absence of two 
Magistrates.)] 

la. (’32) AIR 1932 All 127(127) : 33 Cri L Jour 200. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 144 (146, 147) : 56 All 599 : 36 Cri L Jour 38. 


Section 3505. 
Notes 1-2 
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Section 350A 
Notes 2-5 


A Bench which consists of a number of Magistrates, which is less 
than the quorum fixed, is not a duty constituted Bench 3 and evidence 
recorded hy it is not recorded by a Court . 4 See also the case cited 
below . 5 

3. “And the Magistrates constituting the same have been present 
. . . throughout the proceedings.” — See Note 4. 

$. Non-compliance with the section — Effect of. — Where 
some of the Magistrates constituting the Bench who pass the judgment or 
order have not been present throughout the proceedings, the judgment 
or order is invalid as contravening the provisions of this section . 1 A 
contrary view has, however, been held in the undermentioned cases 2 to 
the effect that this section is, in terms, a saving clause which does not 
directly prohibit or declare invalid the trial of a case in the absence of 
the conditions specified, but only indirectly or hy implication assumes 
such trial to be irregular, and that non-compliance with the terms of 
the section is only irregularity curable by S. 537. 

5. Transfer of a case from a Bench of Magistrates to a Magistrate. — 

See Note 14a under Section 350. 


3. (’26) AIB 192G Sind 192(192): 20 SindL B 134: 27 Cr.L.J. 542, Emperor w.Gulu. 

(’92) 1G Mad 410 (414) : 2 Weir 14, Queen-Empress v. Muthia. (Quorum of three 

—Judgment by two— Illegal.) 

(-19) AIR 1919 Mad 274 (274) : 20 Cri L Jour 823, In re Bapiraju. 

4. ('26) AIR 192G Sind 192 (192) : 20 S L R 134 : 27 Cr.L.J. 542, Emperor v. Gulu. 

5. (’20) AIR 1920 Bom 300 (301) : 21 Gr. L. J. 369 : 44 Bom 400, Mohidin Karim 
v. Emperor . (Rules requiring that trial must be completed by the same Magis- 
trates by whom it was begun — Trial continued and finished by two of the three 
Magistrates who constituted the Bench in the first instance is a trial held in con- 
travention of the rules and hence is void.) 

Note 4 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 85 (86) : 35 Cri L Jour 417, Ramcslnuar Datt Singh v. 
Bharath Singh. (Evidence heard on several occasions by only one member of the 
Bench and only one member signing depositions on several hearings — Trial held 
wholly illegal.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 191 (192) : 54 All 413 : 33 Cr. L. J. 8S5, Earn Khclawan v. 
Shco Nandan. (One Magistrate absent during examination of witnesses but talcing 
part in decision along with two others who had been present during whole trial 
— Invalid.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 All 127(127) : 33 Cr.L.J. 200, Chitcslnoar Dube v. Emperor. (Pre- 
sence of all the Magistrates constituting the Bench is necessary for a valid trial.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 304 (304) : 27 Cr. L. J. 463 : 7 Lah 122, Banwari v. Emperor. 
(Quorum of two — Only one present throughout proceedings — Trial held bnd as con- 
travening S. 350A.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Nag 95 (9G) : 2S Nag B R 190 : 33 Cr. L. J. 559, Nago v. Shanhar. 
(Bench of three Magistrates— One remaining absent at two hearings but assisting 
in delivering judgment and signing it — Trinl is illegal.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 212 (214) : 29 Cri L Jour 310, Suraj Bali v. Emperor. 

[See also (’20) AIR 1920 Bom 300 (301): 44 Bom 400 : 21 Cr. L. J. 369, Mohidin 
Karim v. Emperor. (Trial in contravention of rule requiring that it must be 
completed before same Magistrate is void.)] 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 All 144 (147) : 56 All 599:36 Cr.L.J. 38, Basraih Bai v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 All 674 (675), Debi Prasad v. Emperor. (Only one Magistrate try- 
ing the case — Irregularity, if any, held cured under S. 529 (e).) 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 814(815) : 36 Cri L Jour 907, Emperor v. J afar Khan. (Where 
it appears that the Magistrate who had not been present at all the hearings was 
present on the date when the judgment was delivered and that he inadvertently 
signed it and that he had taken no real part, it cannot be said that any failure 
of justice has taken place.) 
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351 .* (1) Any person attending a Criminal 
Detention of offenders Court, although not under arrest 
•attending Court. or upon a summons, may he 

detained by such Court for the purpose of inquiry 
into or trial of any offence of which such Court can 
take cognizance and which, from the evidence, may 
appear to have been committed, and may be proceeded 
against as though he had been arrested or summoned. 

(2) When the detention takes place in the course 
of an inquiry under Chapter xvm or after a trial 
has been begun, the proceedings in respect of such 
person shall be commenced afresh, and the witnesses 
re-heard. 

1. Scope of the section. — The following conditions are neces- 
sary for the application of the section : — 

(1) An offence must appear to have been committed on the 

evidence in the case before the Court, 

(2) such offence must be one of which the Court can take 

cognizance, and 

(3) the person who appears to have committed the offence 

must be present in Court, 1 

This section does not by itself confer any power of taking 
cognizance of the offence disclosed in the evidence. It only prescribes 
the procedure to be followed when an offence of which the Court can 
take cognizance is disclosed on the evidence in the case. 

The ordinary procedure where any person is to bo proceeded 
against for any offence judicially is to issue a process against him. 
This section is an exception to this general rule and enables the Court 
to, at once, detain the offender in custody without issuing any such 
process. 

As to the principle on which cognizance is taken in such cases, 
see Notes 3, 5 and 10 to section 190. 

There is, however, nothing in the Code which states that a 
Magistrate is bound at any stage of a trial, to stop the proceedings, 
arrest any person against whom he thinks there is a chance of getting 
a conviction, and start the original trial de novo. 2 As to the considera- 
tions to be borne in mind in exercising the discretion under this 
section, see the undermentioned cases. 3 


* 1882 :S. 351; 1872 : S. 104; 1861 : S. 206. 

Section 351 — Note 1 

1. (’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 92 (92) : 9 I. C. 492 : 5 S. L. R. 1, Ahmed Khan v. Emperor. 
(Where the accused is not in attendance, this section does not apply.) 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Rang 122 (126) : 3 Rang 11 : 26 Cr. L. J. 492, A. V. Joseph v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 104 (104) : 25 Cri L Jour 311, In re Easatullamian. (To 
order a fresh enquiry against a discharged co-accused, after examining andcross- 


Section 351 
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Section 352 


352 .* The place in which any Criminal Court. 

Courts to be open, is held for the purpose of inquiring- 
into or trying any offence shall he deemed an open 
Court, to which the public generally may have access, 
so far as the same can conveniently contain them : 

Provided that the presiding Judge or Magistrate- 
may, if he thinks fit, order at any stage of any inquiry 
into, or trial of, any particular case, that the public 
generally, or any particular xierson, shall not have- 
access to, or be or remain in, the room or building- 
used by the Court. 

Synopsis 


la. Courts to be open. 

1. Evidence of pnrdanashin lady. 

See S. 503 Note G, 

2. Trial in jail. 


3. Exclusion of police-officer. 

4. Holding Court in a private place.. 

5. Trial in camera. 


Oilier Topics ( miscellaneous ) 


Grounds for exclusion. See Note 3. 

Private place turned into Court-room — Ss. 441 and 
44S, Penal Code, inapplicable. See Note 4. 


la. Courts to be open. — It is a fundamental principle of law 
and procedure that every Court of Justice should he open to every 
subject of the King. As was observed by their Lordships of the Privy 
Council in McPherson v. McPherson 1 : 

“ Publicity is the authentic hall-mark of judicial ns distinct from 
administrative procedure .... The actual presence of the public is never of 
course necessary. Where Courts are held in remote parts of the Province, as they 
frequently must be, there may be no members of the public available to attend. 
But even so the Court must be open to any who may present themselves for 
admission. ” 


The proviso to this section, however, permits the presiding Judge 
or Magistrate to hold a trial in camera, if he thinks fit : see Note 5. 

1. Evidence of pnrdanashin lady. — See Note G under Section 503. 


2. Trial in jail. — Trial in jail is not illegal when there is 
nothing to show that admittance was refused to anyone who desired it. 1 
It is within the discretion of the Magistrate to hold a trial at a place- 
other than the court-house. But where he decides to hold the trial in 
the jail premises he should pass a formal order directing that the trial 


* 1882 : S. 352; 1872 : S. 187; 1861 ; S. 279. 


examining him as a prosecution witness and thus gathering from his own mouth 
the evidence against him, is contrary to the traditions of justice in Criminal Courts.) 

(’89) 1SS9 Rat 477 (477, 478), Quccn-Emprcss v. Bhogilal. (In absence of excep- 
tional circumstances a Court ought not to suddenly transfer a witness from the 
witness-box to the dock and proceed against him along with the other accused, as 
such a course is likely to discourage the witnesses who follow, from telling the 
truth.) 

Section 352 — Note la 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 P C 24G (250) : 1G1 1. C. 260 : 1936 A C 177 : 105 L J P C 41 (P C). 

Note 2 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Lab 311 (312) : 18 Cr. L. J. 852 (853), Sahai Singh v. Emperor, 
(Nor the prisoners were unable to communicate with their friends or counsel.) 
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should be held there. Such an order must invariably be passed, as 
otherwise if accused persons consider that they have a grievance in 
any matter, it would bo difficult for them, in the absence of a formal 
order, to have recourse to higher authorities for redress. The absence 
of such a formal order is an irregularity . 3 

3. Exclusion of police-officer. — This section empowers the 
Court to order that a particular person shall not remain in the room 
used by the Court. It makes no exception in the case of a police- 
officer. When the accused person objects to the presence of a police- 
officer or other person, the Magistrate has to decide whether the 
accused’s fear of prejudice to his case is reasonable, considering the 
intelligence and susceptibilities of the class to which he belongs and 
not merely whether the presence is convenient or helpful to the Court 
or the prosecution . 1 

$. Holding Court in a private place. — To hold a Court in a 
private house, in spite of the protests from the accused and* where he 
cannot get his pleader to attend or call his witnesses, is a material 
irregularity . 1 But where a case is tried in a Magistrate’s private room 
instead of in the court-room without any objection by the parties, the 
trial is not illegal . 2 

Where a private place belonging to the Judge is turned into a 
court-room, such a place cannot be said to be “in the possession” of 
the Judge within the meaning of S. 441 of the Penal Code. Thus, where 
an accused entered the private room of the Judge, wherein a trial was 
proceeding, and even when asked to leave it, disobeyed the order, it 
was held that the accused could not be convicted under s. 44S of the 
Penal Code . 3 

5. Trial in camera. — The proviso to this section empowers the 
presiding Judge or Magistrate to hold a trial in camera if he thinks fit. 
Where he conducts a trial in camera in the exercise of his discretion 
and no objection is raised to such procedure^ the proceedings cannot 
be upset unless one of the parties can be shown to have been in fact 
prejudiced . 1 


2. ('40) AIR 1940 Rang 72 (73) : 41 Cri L Jour 497 : 1940 R. L. R. 122, King v. 
U Khcmcin. (Ordinarily trying Magistrate should take the initiative in the mat- 
ter — If District Magistrate wants to take the initiative he is not to move the Local 
Government himself but must instruct the public prosecutor to make an applica- 
tion to the Magistrate asking that the trial should be held elsewhere — See para. 20 
of the Burma Courts Manual.) 

Note 3 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 296 (296) : 26 Gri L Jour 1130, Nathu Singh v. Emperor. 
(It is, therefore, not advisable, that a police-officer interested in the case should 
receive exceptional treatment, as a seat on the dias, as it would breed suspicion 
in the mind of accused as to the independence of Magistrate.) 

Note 4 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Pat 197 (199) : 3 Pat.L.J. 147: 19 Cr.L.J. 249, Mewalalv. Emperor. 

See also S. 340 Note 4. 

2. (’06) 3 Cri L Jour 433 (435, 436) (L. B.), Narayanaswamy v. A. Blake. 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Rang 145 (145, 146) : 25 Cr. L. J. 653, Nga Po Ya v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

I. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 471 (471) : 38 Cri L Jour 48, W. E. Gardner v. U Kha. 


Section 332 
Notes 2-5 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


Section 353 


Of the Mode of taking and recording Evidence 
in Inquiries and trials. 


353.* Except as otherwise expressly provided, 
Evidence to be a ll evidence taken under Chapters xviii, 
of accused. xx, xxi, xxn and xxm shall he taken 
in the presence of the accused, or, when his personal 
attendance is dispensed with, in presence of his 
pleader. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the section. 

3. “All evidence.” 

4. “Shall be taken in the presence of the accused.” 

5. “When his personal attendance is dispensed with.” 

. Sec Note 2 and Notes to S. 540A. 

6. Evidence in criminal cases — General. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Breach of the section — Not curable. See 
Note 4. 

Cases — Cross-eases. See Note 4. 
Consolidation with consent — Curable. 
See Note 4. 

Description in heading if part of depo- 
sition. See Note 3. 

Exceptions. See Note 2. 


Extradition Act, 1870. See Note 2. 

Beading out prior statements — Insuffi- 
cient. See Note 4. 

Same offence — Several trials — Section 
applies. See Note 4. 

Sections 32 and 33, Evidence Act. See 
Note 2, 

Sections 428, sub-s. (3), 512, 509 and 
510. See Note 2. 


1. Legislative changes. 

There is no difference between the corresponding sections of 
the Codes of 1SG1 and 1872. 

Difference between the Codes of 1S72 and 1882 — 

'll) The corresponding provision of the Code of 1S72 applied to primarily 
inquiries in cases triable by a Court of Session (now chapter XYin) 
and was applied by another provision to warrant-cases (now’ 
chapter xxi). Section 353 of the Code of 1SS2 made the provision 
applicable, also, to trials and inquiries under chapters XX, XXII 
and xxm. 

if) Under the Codes of 1SG1 and 1S72 this provision applied only to the 
evidence of the complainant and the prosccutiomoitnesses. Under 
the Code of 1SS2 this provision applied to all evidence. 

Code of 189S — 

There is no difference between the Codes of 1SS2 and 1S93. 


2. Scope and applicability of the section. — It is a general 
principle of law that all evidence in inquiries and trials should he 
taken in the presence of the accused. There are various provisions of 
the Code by -which the presence of the accused may, under certain 
circumstances, be dispensed -with, (see Ss. 205 and 540A.) This section 


1882 : S. 353; 1872 : S. 191; 1861 : S. 194. 
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requires that, in such eases, the evidence shall be taken in the ‘presence 
of his pleader. 1 

The general rule stated in this section is, however, not applicable 
where there is an express provision to the contrary. Thus, an appellate 
Court may, under S. 42S, sub-s. (s), direct that the accused need not be 
present when additional evidence is taken. Similarly, where an accused 
person has absconded, the Court may, in his absence, take evidence 
under s. 512 . Again, when witnesses are examined on commission under 
the provisions in chapter XL, the accused need not be present. 

Under ss. 32 and 33 of the Evidence Act, the statements of persons 
who cannot be called as witnesses are admissible in ovidence. 10 Under 
ss. 509 and 510 of this Code, the deposition of a medical witness and 


Section 353 • — Note 2 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 143 (143, 144) : G Pat G91 : 29 Cr. L. J. 2G0, Bigan Singh 
v. Emperor. 

(’G7) S Suth IV R Cr 74 (78), Queen v. Sped Hossein Ali. 
la. Sec the following cases under S. 32 of the Evidence Act: 

('71) 3 N W P II C R 212 (213), Queen v. Vjaril. 

(’01) 25 Bom 45 (47) : 2 Bom L R 331, Impcrairix v. Jludra. (Dying declaration.) 
(’02) 4 Bom L R 434 (435), Emperor v. j Hama. (Person making dyiDg declaration, 
chances to live — Declaration not admissible under S. 32, Evidenco Act but may 
be relied on under S. 157 of that Act for corroboration.) 

(’01) 6 Cal W N 72 (75, 81), Emperor v. Mathura. (Dying declaration — S. 32 (1), 
Evidence Act.) 

(’82) 8 Cal 211 (213) : 10 C L R 11, Empress v. Samiruddin. (Do.) 

(*0G) 5 Cr. L. J. 427 (429): 34 Cal G98: 11 C W N GG6 .Jatindra v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 4 (8), Crown v. Ghaecc. (Do.) 

(’86) I860 Pun Re No. 13 Cr, p. 22 (22), Abdul Jolly v. Empress. ( Do .) 

(’87) 1887 Pun Be No. 29 Cr, p. 58 (58), Zardad v. Empress. (Do.) 

(’8G) 2 Weir 339 (339), In re Singa. (Do.) 

(’84) 2 Weir 750 (752), In re Stibbu Tcvan. (Do.) 

(’87) 2 Weir 753 (754), In re Kusal Singh. (Do.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Nag 70 (71):10 NLR19: 15 Cr.L.J. 243 ,Bhagwan v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 228 (229) : 31 Cr. L. J. 91G, Tafiz Pramanik v. Emperor. 
(1900) 1900 Pun Re No. 9 Cr, p. 21 (23) : 1900 P L R p. G9, Hashim v. Empress. 
(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 157 (158), Earn Loochun v. Queen-Empress. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 170 (171) : 16 N L R 30 : 21 Cri L Jour 48G, AU. Ajodhi v. 
Emperor. (S. 32 (2), Evidence Act.) 

Sec also the folloioing cases under S. 33 of the Evidence Act : 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 351 (351) : 20 Cri L Jour 625, Dcbi Singh v. Emperor. (State- 
ment of deceased plaintiff examined as witness that tlio receipt filed by defendant 
accused, was forgery, is admissible in evidence in criminal prosecution of accused.) 
(’28) AIR 1928 All 140 (141) : 50 All 113, Narsingh Das v. Gokul Prasad. (State- 
ment of witness in previous suit — Witness living — Parties to the suit different 
—Statement not admissible.) 

(’87) 1887 Rat 347 (348, 349), Queen-Empress v. Bhabhutgar. 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 69 (69, 70), Queen v. Mowjan. 

(’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 12 (12), Queen v. Etwarec Dharcc. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 70 (71) : 18 Ind Cas 40G (Cal), Ibrahim v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Cal 822 (824) : 31 Cri L Jour 809, Emperor v. C. A. Mathews. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 159 (1G1) : 15 Cri L Jour 62, Daim v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 332 (333) : 8 Lah 570 : 28 Cri L Jour 451, Laical v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 5G1 (567) : 34 Cri L Jour 735, Diwan Singh v. Emperor. 

(’68) 2 Weir 755 (755) : 4 Mad H C R App xv. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Mad ? . t (852,853): 16 Cr.L.J. 294: 39 Mad 449, Annavi v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 559 (560) : 38 Cri L Jour 738, Mulhiah Pillai v. Emperor. 

’22) AIR 1922 Oudli 254 (255):25 OudliCasl42: 24 Cr.LJ.828, Dwarka v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Bang 209 (210): 1 Rang 512: 25 Cr.L.J. 257, EgaNyo v. Emperor • 
See S. 162 Note 21 and S. 512 Note 8. 


Section 353 
Note 2'- 
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Section 3S3 
Notes 2-5 


his report and the report of a chemical examiner are admissible in 
evidence without the medical officer or the chemical examiner being 
called. Similarly, under the Extradition Act, 1S70 the deposition or 
statements on oath taken in a foreign State may, if duly authenti- 
cated, be received in evidence . 2 These provisions, however, are all 
execeptions to the general rule of evidence that all evidence should he 
direct (see S. GO, Evidence Act) and have no bearing on this section. 

3. “All evidence.” — The words “all evidence” will include 
the evidence for the defence as well as evidence for the prosecution. 1 
See also Note 1. 

As to whether the name, parentage, age, residence and profession 
given in the heading of the deposition form part of the deposition, see 
the undermentioned cases . 2 

5. “Shall be taken in the presence of the accused. ” — The 
section is imperative that all evidence shall be taken in the presence 
of the accused, or in certain circumstances, in the presence of his 
pleader. It is not sufficient under the section to read out to a witness 
his previous deposition in a former case and ask him if the statements 
made therein are true ; 1 nor is it sufficient to read out to the accused 


2. ('ll) 12 Cri L Jour 505 (507, 518) : 12 Incl Cas 273 : 39 Cal 1G4, In rc Rudolph 
Stallmann. (Where records of a German Court have been authenticated in the 
manner prescribed bySs. 1-1 and 15, English Extradition Act which are applicable 
in this country, such records are admissible.) 

Note 3 

1. (’13) 1-1 Cr. L. J. 287 (258) : 19 1. C. 719 : 1912 Upp Bur Bui 152, Kga Po 
She in v. Emperor. 

2. (’01) 2G All 103 (118) : 31 1 A 3S : S C W X 211 : G Bom L B 233 : 3 Sar 5S3 
(P C), Ha foul an v. Ahmad Husain. (No.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 55S (-5G0), Lahshan Chandra v. Takim Dhali. (So.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 120 (121) : 7 Pat 301 : 29 Cr. L. J. SOI, Cholan Singh v. 
Emperor, (Yes.) 

Note 4 


1. (’70) 2 X W P n C R 100 (100), Queen v. Hal i radar Doss. 

(’0G) 4 Cr. L. -T. 89 (91, 92) : S Bom L B 538, Empcrrr v. Ghanashcm 
(’95) 1895 Bat 792 (7931. Empress v. SaUi. (Testimony, however, o: 
witness, especially in a e..-e of murder, ought, when he P present, 


,t medical 
o be taken 


fully and not in the way sir ted above.) 

(’G^) 1 Beng L B O Cr 37 (38), >r:u\ n v. Raj Krishna. (This mode of taking evi- 
dence deprives the Court and uirv of the opportunity of observing the demeanour 
of witnesses.) 

(18G1) 1SG1 Suth W B Gap Ci 1 (1), Queen v. Sited; Kyamut. 

(1SG!) 1 Suth W B Cr 11 (II), Queen v. Radhy. 

(’G!) isGl Suth W B Gap Cr 33(38), Queen v. Kanyc Shcilih. 

(1SGS) 10 Suth W B Cr 5G (5G), In rc Hunger Bhooyan. 

(’09) 12 Suth W B Cr 3 (3, 5) : 3 Beng L E A Cr 20, Queen v. Bishonath Pal. 
(’G9) 12 Suth W B Cr 51 (55) : 3 Beng L B App 153, In rc KaWcant Pop. 

(’71) 15 Suth W B Cr G (G) : G Beng L R App 83, In (he matter of C. G.D. Bells.. 
(’71) 1G Suth W B Cr 36(30, 37) : 8 Bcug L B App 21, Queen v. Zitlfuicar Khan. 
(’71) 22 Suth W E Cr 33 (31), Queen v. Bocha C’hoirhcdar. 

(’7G) 25 Suth W B Cr 11 (11), AH Hcah v. Maaislratc of Chittagong. 

(’23) AIB 1923 Cal 19G(197):50 Cal 223:24 Cr.L.J. 19S, Hoeahur AH v. Emperor.. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 19 (20) : 5 Lah 39G : 27 Cr.L.J. 170, Lai Singh v. Emperor.. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Lah 378 (379) : 27 Cr. L. J. 555, Ahman v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 231 (232) : 31 Cr. L. J. G37, SulcMev Baj v. Emperor. 

(’99) 22 Mad 455 (45G) : 1 Weir 739, Queen-Empress v. Ayyalcannu . 

(’99) 2 Weir 3G0 (3G1), In rc Duganna. 

(’GS) 2 Weir 755 (755). 
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the deposition of the complainant taken in the absence of the accused . 2 
So also, merely recording a statement that what the witness has to say is 
contained in a document which is filed as an exhibit is not enough. 2a The 
examination of the witness must actually be made in the presence of the 
accused. It does not matter how often the same offence is the subject of a 
trial; every accused has a right to have the whole of the evidence given 
and recorded in his presence just as if the witness had never before given 
his testimony on the charge . 3 A contravention of the provisions of this 
section is not a mere error, omission or irregularity and cannot be cured 
by s. 537 . 4 In cross-cases and cases which are intimately connected with 


(’921 5 C P L R Cr 33 (35), Empress v. Bampiarc. 

(*24) AIR 192 i Lah 17 (IS, 19) : ■ 1 Lah 382 : 25 Cr. L. ,T. 377, John Thomas v. 
Emperor. 

(’72-92) 1872-1892 Loiv Bur Rtil 399 (399), Nga Po Turn v. Empress. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 112 (113):17 Cr.L.J. 512 (513), Nga ThaKu v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1923 Rang 281 (285) : 30 Cr.L.J. 733, Abdul Ga jjor v. Gouind Prasad. 
(’GO) G Suth W R Cr 7 (7), Queen v. Eishcn Dayal. 

[Sec also (’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 5 (5) : 8 Bong L R App G3, Queen v. IFniirn.] 
See also S. 512 Note 2. 

2. (’G9) 1SG9 Eat 24 (24), Peg. v. Duldcv Goomajec. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 5S3 (587) : 12 I. C. 9G1 : 3G Mad 157, Jeremiah v. E. S. Vas. 
(Gaps in prosecution evidence not to be filled by nnswers given by accused.) 

2a. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah G9 (G9) : 28 Cri L .Tour 9G9, Bhagsir.g v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 19 (20) : 5 Lah 39G : 27 Cr.L. J. 170, Lai Singh v. Emperor. 

3. (1SG1) 18G4 Suth W R Gap Cr 13 (13), Queen v. Affasuddecn. 

(’71) 22 Suth W R Cr 38 (38, 39), Queen v. Mohun Ban for. (A prisoner whoso 
trial is supplemental to that of others is entitled to as full and complete an in- 
vestigation of all the facts of flic occurrences upon which tlio chnrgc depends ns 
■if no previous trial of other persons for participation in these occurrences had 
ever taken place.) 

[See (’GG) 1SGG Pun Re No. G3 Cr, p. 70 (70), Croton v. Topun Mull. (Evidenco 
cannot be taken by proxy.)] 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 143 (113, 144):G Pat G91:29 Cr.L.J. 2G0, Bigan v. Emperor. 
(’13) 11 Cr.L.J. 287 (28S):19 I.C. 719:1912 U B R 152, Nga Po Shcin v. Emperor. 
(’00) 3 All L Jour 43n (13 it), Baja Bam v. Emperor. 

(’70) 2 N IV PII C R 19 (50), Queen v. Lalla Chowbcy. 

(’07) 8 Suth W R Cr 17 (17), Queen v. Bajcoomar Singh. (Conviction and sentence 
in ab=ence of the prisoner quashed.) 

(’GS) 1 Beng L R 8 n (8 «), Bihooram v. Allaho Eolila. 

(’G9) 11 Sulli W R Cr 22 (22), Queen v. Bamgolam Singh. (Committal quashed.) 
(’G9) 11 Suth IV R Cr 35 (35), Queen v. Bam Das Boislub. 

(’76) 14 Suth IV R Cr 25 (25), Queen v. Chooramoni. 

(’71) 1G Suth \V R Cr 40 (41), In re Grish Chundcr Gliosc. 

(’75) 24 Suth IV R Cr 7G (77), Queen v. Bussicl: Das. 

('Olj 5 Cal W N 110 (113), In re Sttrjya Narain Singh. 

(’93) 20 Cal 857 (8GG), Girish Chundcr v. Queen-Empress. 

(’G7) 3 Mad H C R App sxxiv (xxxiv). 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nag 457 (458):2G Cr.L.J. 1289, Narayan v. Chandrabhaga. (An 
order under S. 145, Cr.P.C., is wholly illegal if based on evidence recorded behind 
the back of a party at a time when he was not a party to tho proceedings at all.) 
(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 353 (353) : 28 Cri L Jour 75G, Chhotclal v. Eing-Empcror. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Mad G91 (G92) : 58 Mad 285 : 36 Cri L Jour 319, Belligowdcr v. 
Emperor. (Commitment based on evidence recorded in absence of accused is illegal.) 
(’90) 2 Weir 259 (2G0), In re Ghinnappan. (Do.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 488 (489) : 11 Luck 343 : 3G Cri L Jour 1198, Bishnath v. 
Emperor. (Prosection witnesses examined-in-chiof when accused was absent — 
Their cross-examination conducted in his presence — Case proved in cross-exami- 
nation — Still trial is illegal.) 

[See (’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 5G (57), Queen v. Luhhun Santhal. 

(’72) 1872 Eat 60 (GG), Beg: v. Jclha Gancsh.'] 

[Sec also (’0G) 3 Cr. L. J. 42 (43) : 7 Bom L R 979, Emperor v. Ningappa. 
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curable under S. 587. r ' See also Note 80 under S. 537. See also the cases 
cited below . 7 

5. “When his personal attendance is dispensed with.” — See Nolo 2 

and Notes to Section 540A. 

6. Evidence in criminal cases — General. — See the undermentioned cases. 1 


[Hut see (’38) AIR 1938 Oudh 253 (255,256):40Cr.L. J. 1, Taqi Mahomccl v. Md. 
Jan. (Witness’s answer about bis statement in cross-case recorded — Statement 
in cross-case not brought on record — Procedure adopted nt request of accused — 
Held there could be no prejudice and irregularity cured by S. 537.)] 

6. (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 231 (232) : 50 Bom 17-1 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1335, Emperor v. 
Uarjiran Valji. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 505 (50G) : 53 Mad 775 : 31 Cr. L. J. 1191, Krishnai/ya Eaidu 
v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 All 593 (593, 595) : 50 All 457 : 30 Cr. L. J. 337, Suhhai Aliir v. 
Emperor. (Where parties consented to treat tho evidence in one case ns evidence 
in the other and no injustice followed from it, tho trial is not bad.) 

Sec also S. 423 Note 11 and S. 537 Noto 30. 

7. (’40) AIR 1940 Cal 59 (59) : 41 Cri L Jour 247, -Mrs. W. Waugh v. Emperor. 
(Counter-cases— Magistrate is not entitled to use evidence given in one case in 
other case.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 54S (550) : 3G Cr. L. J. 1339, Khidsh Chandra v. Kanuram 
Maldania, 

(’16) AIR 191G Cal 912 (913) : 17 Cri L Jour 439, Superintendent and Bcmcm- 
hrancer of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Mon Mohan Bo;/. (Connected criminal 
appeals— It is irregular to mal;c cross-references in one case to evidence in other 
case.) 

(’28) AIR 192S Lab 34 (35) : 29 Cri L Jour 521, Mahomed Khan v. Emperor. 
(Separate charges— Evidence must bo separately recorded.) 

(’87) 14 Cal 358 (359, 3G0), Bachu Mullah v. Sia Bam Singh. (Cross-cases aris- 
ing out of same facts — Examining ns witnesses in one case accused in other caso 
— Course irregular but irregularity curable under S. 537.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Bom 14 (15) : 1G Cri L Jour 538, Dosahliai v. Emperor. (Trial of 
cross-complnints — Evidence in one case considered in the other — Illegal.) 

(’87) 9 All 609 (611) : 1887 AWN 143, Queen-Empress v. Nandram. (Deposi- 
tions in prior trial arising out of same facts read out with consent of accused 
and witnesses cross-examined — Held that though course was irregular, irregu- 
larity was cured under S. 537.) 

(’16) AIR 1916 Low Bur 20 (20) : 17 Cri L Jour 503, Bam Sarup v. Emperor. 
(Two persons separately tried for same offence— Examination of one of them in 
the case against tho other is irregular ns it is likely to prejudice the Magistrate 
against him.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lab 228 (229) : 24 Cri L Jour 415, Narain Singh v. Emperor , 
(Several cases tried separately — Common witnesses not oxamined separately, but 
their evidence taken in one case read out to them in others with consent of 
accused’s counsel and admitted as correct — Held proceduro though irregular 
did not prejudice accused and did not affect validity of trial.) 

Note 6 

I. (’28) AIR 1928 Lab 69 (69): 28 Cr. L. J. 9G9, Bhag Singh v. Emperor. (Merely 
recording statement that what the witness has to say is contained in a document 
which is filed as an exhibit is not enough.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 19 (20): 5 Lab 396: 27 Cr.L.J. 170, Lai Singh v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 152 (153) : 29 Cri L Jour 200, Sirajud.Din v. Emperor. (Re- 
cording of evidence piece-meal not proper.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 200 (200) : 19 Oudh Cas 239 : 18 Cri L Jour 105, Baldeo 
Prasada v. Empercr. (Medical witness, statement of— Recording of statement in 
commitment proceedings — Careless mode of recording condemned.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 8G2 (871) : 19 Cri L Jour 753, V enhataratnam v. Corporation 
of Calcutta. (Expert witness — Evidence — Contradiction by reference to books 
cannot be allowed unless the relevant passages are put to tho witness and ho is 
given an opportunity to explain.) 

(’67) 1867 Pun Re No. 17 Cr, p. 35 (36), Crown v. Sain Bass. (Conviction and 
sentence on evidence recorded by a subordinate Magistrate is illegal.) 


Section 356- 
Notes 3-6 
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Section 355 354 . * In inquiries and trials (other than 

. Manner of record- summary trials) under this Code by 
presidency-towns. or before a Magistrate (other than 
a Presidency Magistrate) or Sessions Judge, the 
evidence of the witnesses shall he recorded in the 
following manner. 

1. “Other than summary trials.” — Sec Note 3 to Section 335. 

2. “Other than a Presidency Magistrate.” — As to the 
manner in -which the evidence of the witnesses is to be recorded by or 
before a Presidency Magistrate, see s. 302. 

3. “ In the following manner.” — The words "in the following 
manner" refer to the manner as provided in Ss. 335 to 3G1. 1 If a person 
is before tbe Court as a witness, bis evidence must be recorded only as 
the law directs, vi under the provisions of tbe following sections. 2 


Section 355 


355.1' (1) In summons-cases tried before a 
Record in summons- Magistrate other than a Presidency 
cases and in trials of Magistrate, and in cases of the 

first and second class olfences mentioned m sub-section ( 1) 
Magistrates. 0 f section 260, clauses (b) to (m), 

both inclusive, when tried by a Magistrate of the 
first or second class and in all proceedings under 
section 514 (if not in the course of a trial), the Magis- 
trate shall make a memorandum of the substance of 


• 1882 : S. 354; 1872 : S, 332; 1861— -Nil. 

! 1882 : S. 355; 1872 : S. 333; 18G1 : S. 267. 


(’GO) 1666 I’un Re No. 05 Cr, p. 70 (70), Crown v. Tcpttn Mull. (Evidence can 
never be taken bv proxy.) 

(’21) 22 Cri L Jour GOO (070) : G3 1ml Ca? -1G1 (-1G2) (Lull), 1 \~adhatra Sin oh v. 
Emperor. (Witnesses, whether they are Government officers or not, should give 
tlieir evidence in the witness-box or other place in the court-room which is set 
apart for this purpose and it is not desirable that they should give theirevidence 
on the dais by the side of the Magistrate.) 

(’S3) 18S3 AH W N 1-15 (1-1G), Empress v, Gayadbi. (Number of accused commit- 
ted to sessions — Judge must analyse evidence in respect of each accused.) 

(US) AIR 1918 Born 212 (213, 21-1) : 19 Cri L Jour 593, Hari Pamji Favor v. 
Emperor. (Evidence of children not competent to understand nature of oath 
or solemn affirmation — Necessity for administering oath — Oath when may be. 
dispensed with— Precautions to bo taken.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All G90 (G95): 55 All 1010 ; 31 Cri L Jour 9G7, S. II. Jhabicala 
v. Emperor. (Conspiracy trials— Evidence in.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Bom 215 (215) : 27 Cri L Jour 12S9, In re Mangru Fclcu. (Local 
inquiry — Procedure at— Questioning persons without recording their evidence or 
allowing their cross-examination is bad.) 

('S7) lSS7PnuRcNo.41Cr,p.95 (99), Hassan Khan v. Empress. (Examination of 
pardnnashin ladies as witnesses — Procedure.) 

Section 354 — Note 3 


I- (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 58 (59): 2G Cr.L.J. 1175, Emperor v. Phagunia. 
2. (-67) 8 Suth W R Cr 11 (12), Queen v. Phoolchand. 


(S. 360.) 
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the evidence of each witness as the examination of 
the witness proceeds. 

(2) Such memorandum shall be written and signed 
by the Magistrate with his own hand, and shall form 
part of the record. 

(3) If the Magistrate is prevented from making 
a memorandum as above required, he shall record the 
reason of his inability to do so, and shall cause such 
memorandum to be made in writing from his dicta- 
tion in open Court, and shall sign the same, and such 
memorandum shall form part of the record. 


Synopsis 


I. Legislative changes. 

2- Scope of the section. 

3. Sub-section (I) of section 2G0, 

clauses (b) to (m). 

4. "Shall make a memorandum of 

the substance of the evidence.” 


5. “Each witness.” 

6. "Signed by the Magistrate.” 

7. Reasons for inability to record 

ns required. 


Other tTopics (miscellaneous) 

Different modes of procedure in taking Memo of evidence — Not vague but full, 
evidence under the Code. See Note 2. c; C0 Note ■!. 

Inapplicability to summary trials. See 

Note 3. Notes of evidence in summary trials — 

Language of memo of evidence. See If part of record. See Noto 3. 

Note 4. . 

Memo of evidence need not be read over. Omission to sign vitiates trial. Sec 
See Note 4. Note G. 

1. Legislative changes. 

Difference between the Codes of 1S61 and 1872 — 

The provisions of the corresponding section in the Code of 18G1 
applied only to summons-cases. The Code of 1872 extended the provi- 
sions also to case3 of the kind referred to in section 222 of that Code 
(now section 2G0). 

Difference between the Codes of 1872 and 1882 — 

The words “otherwise than nt a summary trial” after the words 
“Magistrate of the first or second class,” occurring in the Code of 1872 
were omitted in s. 355 of the Code of 1882, ns they were thought to be 
redundant, since those words already occurred in section 354. 
Difference between the Codes of 1SS2 and 1898 — 

(1) The words “clauses (b) to (in)” were substituted for “clauses (b) 
to (k),” in consequenco of offences added in section 2G0. 

(2) The provisions of this section have been extended also to proceedings 
under section 514. 

2. Scope of the section. — There are three different kinds of 
procedure prescribed by the Code in the matter of recording of evidence 
in the trial of cases : 

(l) In summary trials (ss. 260 to 2G5) no evidence need be recorded by 
the Magistrate. 1 

Section 355 — Note 2 

1. (’40) AIR 1040 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cr. L. J. 283, Mohsin v. Emperor. (Section 263 
must be read as an exception to the general provision contained in S. 355 (1),) 


Section 358 
Notes 1-2 


2Cr.l27. 



2018 RECORD IN SUMMONS- OASES AND IN CERTAIN TRIALS [CH.25. 


Section 355 
Notes 2-3 


(2) In regular trials of summons-cases by a Magistrate other than a 
Presidency Magistrate and of cases of offences mentioned in S. 2G0, 
clauses (b) to (m), and in proceedings under S. 514, the Magistrate 
shall make a memorandum of the substance of the evidence of 
each witness as his examination proceeds (s. 355). In such cases, 
however, under S. 35S it is open to the Magistrate, if he thinks fit, 
to take down the evidence of the witnesses in the manner provided 
by S. 35G or S. 357. 

(B) In regular trials of cases not falling within this section, the 
procedure prescribed by ss. 35G to 3G5 should be followed. 

3. Sub-section (1) of section 260, clauses (b) to (m). — 

Section 351 makes it clear that this and the following sections do not 
apply to summary trials. 1 Thus, it does not apply to cases of the 
offences specified in sub-s. (l) of S. 2G0, clauses (b) to (m), if tried 
summarily , and therefore in such cases the Magistrate is not bound 
to make any memorandum of the substance of the evidence of each 
witness. Even if he makes such a memorandum, the notes do not 
form part of the record. 2 But, if the [Magistrate does not try the 
offences under the provisions of S.2G0 but tries them in the ordinary 
course, he is required under this section to make a memorandum of 
the evidence. 3 The High Court of Calcutta has, however, held that 
such memorandum, it taken, would form part of the record and cannot 
be destroyed by the Magistrate.' 1 An offence of theft under ss. 379, 3S0 
and 331. I. r. C., where the value of the property stolen does not exceed 
Rs. 50. is one falling under S. 2G0, cl.fd), and when tried regularly, is 
governed by this section. 1 ' But a charge of theft under the said sections 
combined with a charge of previous conviction for a similar offence 
has been held to he a different offence not falling within clause (d). 
Neither a summary procedure nor this section will apply to such a case. 0 


(’35) AIR 1935 Ram; 10G (107): 13 Rang 223 : 3G Cr.L.J. S92, Emperor v. Vaung 
Po Sa:v. (S. 335 has no application to summary trial of a case under Cbap. XNII 
of tlie Code.) 

(’3-1) AIR 193 i Bom 157 (15^' : 53 Bom 293 : 33 Cri L Jour Sil, In re Tippanna 
Eout'ia Mar.navcddar. (Do.) 

Note 3 

1. (MO) AIR 1940 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cri L Jour 233, Mohsin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(’3G) AIR 193G All 319 (319) : 37 Cri L Jour 710, Hafiz Mohd. v. Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 375 (37G) : 3 Low Bur Rul 3, Kuchi v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Bom 42G (427, 423) :2S Cri L Jour 537, ChimanJal Manchlal v. 
Emperor. (S. 353 does not npplv to offences coming under S. 2G1, Cl. (b).) 

(’27) AIR 1927 All 124 (124, 125) : 49 All 2G1 : 28 Cri L Jour 97, Mantoo Teieari 
v. Emperor. (The provisions of Ss. 2G3 and 2G4, in cases in which these sections 
are applicable, arc not controlled by S. 355.) 

[But sec (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 5 (7) : 28 Cr. L. J. 114, Balhcsar Singh v. Emperor. 
(Submitted not correct.)] 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 All 124 (124) : 49 Ail 2G1 : 28 Cr. L. J. 97, Mantoo v. Emperor. 

3. (’36) AIR 193G All 319 (319) : 37 Cri L Jour 710, Hafiz Mohd. v. Emperor. 

4. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 1G5 (IG5, 1GG): 48 Cal 2S0: 22 Cr.L.J. 4G2, Satish Chandra 
v. Manmath Nath. (S. 2G3 must be read with S. 355.) 

5. (’36) AIR 193G All 319 (319) : 37 Cri L Jour 710, Hafiz Mohd. Pafiq Ahmad 
v. Emperor. (A Magistrate trying summary case in ordinary way is not required 
to record the evidence in the language of the Court or have' it so recorded.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 432 (433), Emperor v. Bulakhi. 

6 . (’SO) 2 Weir 432 (432,433), High Court Proceedings, 25th OctobcrlSSO, No. 2110. 
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4. “Shall make a memorandum of the substance of the 
evidence,” — This section requires only a memorandum to be made 
of the substance of the evidence given. Such a memorandum should 
not, however, be inadequate or vague , 1 but must be full . 2 

The Code is silent as to the language in which such a memoran- 
dum is to be recorded ; consequently, if a subordinate Magistrate, not 
authorized to take down evidence in English, records the memorandum 
of the substance of such evidence in English, there is nothing illegal 
in it . 3 

The memorandum under this section need not be read over to 
the witnesses inasmuch as it is not evidence proper. Section 3G0 does 
not apply to such cases . 4 

5. “Each witness." — The direction of the section that the 
Magistrate must make “a memorandum of the substance of the 
evidence of each witness," is not complied with by a mere statement 
that a witness deposed exactly as another . 1 See also section 35G. 

6. “Signed by the Magistrate.” — It was held in the under- 
mentioned case 1 that an omission by the Magistrate to sign the 
memorandum of the substance of the evidence recorded by him vitiated 
the trial. But in view of the decision of the Privy Council in Abdul 
Hallman v. Emperor,- the failure of the Magistrate merely to sign 
the memorandum cannot bo regarded ns sufficient by itself to vitiate 
the conviction . 3 

7. Reasons for inability to record as required. — Sub- 
section (3) requires that the Magistrate must make a memorandum of 
the substance of the evidence with his own hand, unless he records 
valid reasons for not doing so. He is not entitled to attend to other 
work during the hearing of the case and to plead that other work as 
the reason for his inability to comply with this requirement . 1 


(’78) Weir 3rd Edition 921 (921); 2 Weir 324. 

Note 4 

1. (’83) 5 All 224 (226): 1882 A W N 240, Laraili v. Bam Dial. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 541(541):24Cr.L.J. G88, GanodaDassyaw Srimanta Ghosh. 

3. (’96) 19 Mad 269 (270) : 2 Weir 433 : 6 M L J 134, Queen-Empress v. Qopal 
Gonndan. (Even if it is irregular, S. 537 applies.) 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 157 (157): 23 Cr. L. J. 120, Mohammad Ishaq v. Emperor. 
(’94) 2 Weir 433 (433), High Court Proceedings, 31sl October 1894, No. 2078. 

Note 5 

1. (’75) 24 Sntli W R Cr 76 (77), Queen v. Russiclc Das. 

Note 6 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Pnt 5 (7): 23 Cri L Jour 114, Ballccsar Singh v. Emperor. (The 
decision holds that S. 355 applies to summary trials — This is wrong — SeeN. 3.) 

2. (’27) AIR 1927 P C 44 (47) : 54 I A 96 : 28 Cri L Jour 259 : 5 Rang 53 (P C). 

3. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 272 (274) : 41 Cri L Jour 283, Mohsin Sheikh v. Emperor. 
(Even otherwise in a ease governed by S. 2G3 the Magistrate need not record the 
evidence of witnesses inasmuch as S, 263 must be read as an exception to the 
general provision contained in S. 355 (1),) 

Note 7 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 126 (127) : 38 Cr.L.J. 150, Emperor v. Jag, nohan Singh. 
(The irrecmlaritv is rlpnrlv r>f mn/.b - * — t---* — 1 ' 
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356.* (1) In all other trials before Courts of 
Record in other Session and Magistrates (other than 
dency-towns. Presidency Magistrates), and m all 
inquiries under Chapters xn and xvm, the evidence 
of each witness shall he taken down in writing in the 
language of the Court by the Magistrate or Sessions 
Judge, or in his presence and hearing and under his 
personal direction and superintendence and shall be 
signed by the Magistrate or Sessions Judge. 

(2) When the evidence of such witness is given 
Evidence given in English, the Magistrate or Sessions 

in English. Judge may take it down in that language 
with his own hand, and, unless the accused is familiar 
with English, or the language of the Court is English, 
an authenticated translation of such evidence in the 
language of the Court shall form part of the record. 

(2 A) When the evidence of such witness is given 
in any other language, not being English, than the 
language of the Court, the Magistrate or Sessions Judge 
may take it down in that language with his own hand, 
or cause it to he taken down in that language in his 
presence and hearing and under his personal direction 
and superintendence, and an authenticated translation 
of such evidence in the language of the Court or in 
English shall form part of the record. 

(3) In cases in which the evidence is not taken 
Memorandum when evi- down in writing by the Magis- 

fhe ne MSitretc n of l”dse trate or Sessions Judge, he shall, 
himself. as the examination of each wit- 

ness proceeds, make a memorandum of the substance 
of what such witness deposes; and such memorandum 
shall he written and signed by the Magistrate or 
Sessions Judge with his own hand, and shall form part 
of the record. 

(4) If the Magistrate or Sessions Judge is pre- 
vented from making a memorandum as above required, 
he shall record the reason of his inability to make it. 


* 1882 :S. 356; 1872 ; S. 334; 1861 ; S. 195. 
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Section 3S6 
Notes 4-4 


1. Legislative changes. — Change made in 1923 — Sub-s.(2A) 
was newly added, by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 
Act, XVIII of 1923. 

2. Scope of the section. — Section 355 provides for the manner 
in which evidence is to be recorded in certain specified cases. This 
section provides for the manner of recording of evidence in all other 
trials before Magistrates and Courts of Session and in all inquiries 
under chapters XII 1 and xvni. This section applies only to cases to 
which the provisions of S. 355 do not apply. 2 

3. “ In all other trials.” — See Note 2. 

4. Proceedings for security for good behaviour. — An inquiry 
in a proceeding for demanding security for good behaviour should, 
under the provisions of s. 117, be conducted and evidence recorded as 
in warrant-cases. The manner in which evidence is to be recorded 
in warrant-cases is that prescribed by this section and, consequently, 
evidence in inquiries under S. 117, on an order for security for good 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. “ In all other trials.” See Note 2. 

4. Proceedings for security for 

good behaviour. 

5. Record of evidence — Sub-sec- 

tion (I). 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


6. Evidence of each witness shall 

be taken. 

7. Language of the Court. 

8. Shall be signed. 

9. Record of oath. 

10. Sub-section (2A). 

11. Sub-section (3). 

12. Sub-section (4). 


Attestation in presence of the accused. 
See Note S. 

Deposition destroyed — Value of memo. 
See Note 5. 

Desirability of shorthand notes in ses- 
sions. Note 11. 

Irregularity in memorandum of evi- 
dence. See Note 11. 

Provision mandatory. See Note 5. 
Record in different language — Effect. 
See Note 5. 


Refusal to sign — No offence. See Note 8. 

Signature by presiding Judge and not 
all Judges. See Note 8. 

Signature of deponent. See Note 8. 

Sub-section (3) is supplementary to sub- 
section (1) and does not override it. 
See Note 11. 

Vernacular record more reliable than 
notes. See Note 5. 


Section 356 — Note 2 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 145 (146) : 26 Sind L R 353 : 34 Cri L Jour 216, Natho 
Khan v. Emperor. 

(’94) 21 Cal 727 (730) Balhoo Lai v. Domi Lall. (Inquiry under S. 147.) 

(’03) 30 Cal 508 (514) : 7 C W N 404, Surjya Kanta v. Hem Chander. (S. 145, 
Cr. P. C.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 822 (826) : 52 Cal 721 : 26 Cri L Jour 1194 (PB), Narendra 
Chandra v. Sabarali Bhuiya. (Inquiry under S. 145 — Also the question whether 
S. 360 applies to inquiry under S. 145 referred to Full Bench in this case answer- 
ed in affirmative.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 286 (286) : 26 Cri D Jour 70, Mohammad Ayub v. Sarfaraz 
Aliamad. (S. 145, Cr. P. C.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 14 (14), Khettromony Dasi v. Sreenalh Sirkar. (Do.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 664 (665) : 16 Cri L Jour 192 (192) : 42 Cal 381, Sadananda 
Mandal v. Krista Mandal. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudh 112 (112) : 29 Cri L Jour 70, Sumran Singh v. Emperor. 

See also S. 145 Note 39. 

2. (’36) AIR 1936 All 319 (319): 37 Cr.L.J.710,H'«/tz Md. Baflg Ahmad v. Emperor. 



2022 RECORD IN CASES OUTSIDE PRESIDENCY TOWNS [CH.25. 


Section 356 
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behaviour, should he taken in the manner prescribed by this section . 1 

5. Record of evidence — Sub-section (1). — Under this section 
the entire evidence must be recorded fully , 1 either by the Magistrate 
himself or by somebody else under his direction and in his presence, 
in the language of the Court. This provision is mandatory and an 
omission to record the evidence in the manner provided is a material 
irregularity sufficient to set aside the proceedings . 13 But where evidence 
is recorded but not in the language of the Court, the defect is merely 
an irregularity and not an illegality which would vitiate the trial. The 
essence of the rule contained in sub-s. (l) is the taking down in writing 
of the evidence of each witness and not the taking down in writing of the 
same in the language of the Court as is shown by the provisions of S. 357 
under which, if the Provincial Government so directs, the evidence may 
be taken down in the mother tongue of the Judge or in English . 2 So, 
where the error is only one of procedure and does not go to the root 
of the trial and neither causes prejudice to the accused nor occasions a 
failure of justice, it is cured by S. 537. 3 

Generally speaking where evidence is given by a witness in his 
own language, the vernacular record is always more reliable and entitled 
to greater weight than the memorandum which the Judge makes in 
English . 4 Where, however, the deposition taken down in the language of 
the Court is destroyed and the memorandum in English made by the 
Magistrate under sub-s. (3) is very full and careful, a conviction based 
on such a memorandum is not invalid . 5 

Note 4 

1 . (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 720 (721) : 52 Cal 632 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1240, Sanatan Bhatta - 
charya v. Emperor. (Case under S. 360 accepting the principle stated above.) 

Note 5 

1. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 40 (41) : 23 Cri L Jour 218, Laclnni Lai v. Emperor. (In 
this case under S. 302, Penal Code, evidence of certain eye-witnesses was recorded 
perfunctorilv.) 

la. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 664 (665): 16CriLJour 192 (192): 42 Cal 381, Sadananda 
Mandal v. Krieia Mandal. (Case under S. 145, Cr. P. C.) 

(’90) 1890 All W N 164 (165), Matai Lai v. Artant Earn. 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 64 1 04) : 21 Cri L Jour 28, Edit Narain v. Emperor. 

[See ( ! 66) 1S66 Pun Re No. 65 Cr, p. 70 (70), Crown v. Topun Mull. 

(’36) 1936 All LJ 667 (609), Eadhclal v. Emperor. (Where the Magistrate did not 
allow more than such cross-examination as he thought to be necessary nor con- 
sidered it necessary to have a record of the evidence in the language of the 
Court, his order of conviction is liable to be set aside.)] 

2. (’03) 6 Oudh Cas 73 (75), Harbakhsh Singli v. Emperor. 

[But sec (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 41 (41) : 19 Cr. L. J. 235, Janki Prasad v. Emperor. 
(Recording evidence in language which is not language of Court amounts to 
illegality unless the Magistrate is empowered to act under S. 357, Cr. P. C.)] 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 All 2 (3) : 32 Cri L Jour 36S, Sankatha Missir v. Bishwanath. 
(Case under Ch. XII.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 3 (6) : 53 All 172 : 32 Cri L Jour 372, Kallu v. Bashiruddin. 
(Case under S. 145, Criminal P. C. — Mere breaking of imperative statutory rule 
is not enough to vitiate trial — The Court should consider the gravity of the 
irregularity or omission and whether it might have worked actual injustice to 
the accused.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 145 (146) : 26 Sind L R 353 : 34 Cri L Jour 216, Nathoklian 
v. Emperor. 

See also S. 145 Note 39. 

4. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 167 (16S) : 24 Cri L Jour 625, Sadhu Singh v. Empevor. 

5. (’S3) 1SS3 All W N 226 (226), Empress v. Ashig Husain. 
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6. Evidence of each witness shall be taken. — Taking down Section 356 

evidence means taking down the statement of a witness in full as he Notes 6-9 

deposes. Therefore, where a Magistrate, in recording the evidence of a 

medical witness, instead of taking down his statements, simply recorded 

that the injuries on the accused were fully detailed in the medical 

certificate, the procedure is improper. 1 The evidence of each witness 

must he taken as the examination proceeds; and this requirement is 

not complied with by a mere record that a witness “deposes as the last 

witness did” 2 or “corroborates” another "witness. 3 

The practice of recording evidence piece-meal and not at a stretch 
is highly irregular. 4 

7. Language of the Court. — The language of the Court is that 
determined by the Provincial Government under s. 55S. 

8. Shall he signed. — The presiding officer of the Court must 
sign the deposition of the witness examined by him. The object is to 
ensure the accuracy of the record. 1 

Where the Court is composed of more than one Judge, it is not 
necessary that all the Judges should sign the deposition. It is enough 
if the presiding Judge signs it. 2 

There is no provision of law which makes it obligatory on the 
Court to attest the deposition in the presence of the accused, though 
it is desirable that the depositions should be taken and attested in the 
presence of the accused and a few apt word's written on the face of the 
deposition to make it apparent that this has been done. 3 See S. 509 
•which makes such a thing obligatory for the purpose of that section. 

The signature of the deponent is not made compulsory though it 
is desirable that such signatures also should be obtained. A refusal 
to sign a deposition, however, is not an offence under S. 180 of the 
Penal Code. 4 

9. Record of oath. — There is nothing in the Code or elsewhere 
which requires a Court examining a witness to record the fact that 

Note 6 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Lab 69 (69) : 28 Cri L Jour 969, Bhag Singh v. Emperor. 

2. (1863) 1 Bom H 0 R Or 91 (92), Beg. v. Byha. 

(1864) 1864 Sutb W R Gap Or 18 (18), Queen v. Mutlec Nushyo. 

3. (1900-02) 1900-02 Low Bur Rul 238 (241), Chit Tun v. The Crown. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 626 (627), Nga Ngyin Byu v. Queen-Empress. 

4. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 558 (562) : 16 CriLJour424 (429) : 42Cal313, H. Meredith 
v. Sanjibani Dassi. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 588 (590) : IS Cri L Jour 609 (611), Mahomed Ibrahim v. 

Emperor. (Examination of witnesses by batches on various dates at intervals 

Illegal.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 152 (153) : 29 Cri L Jour 200, Sirajuddin v. Emperor. (Pro- 
secution evidence recorded piece-meal.) . 

Note 8 

1. (|28) AIR 1928 Lab 125(127) : 29 Cri L Jour 212, Taj Mohammad v. Emperor. 

(’1859-96) Oudh Sel Cas No. 192, p. 248 (249), Queen-Empress v. Nanhu. (Mere 

initialling is not signing.) 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Lab 125(127) : 29 CriLJour 212, Taj Mohammad v. Emperor. 

3. (’8S) 10 All 174 (178) : 1888 All W Nil, Queen-Empress v. Pohp Singh. (Case 
under S. 509, Cr. P. C.) 

4. (’71) 1 Weir 112 (113), High Court Proceedings, 9th January 1871, No. 40. 
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the oath was administered to him. Where the record does not show 
that the oath was administered to a witness, the reasonable presump- 
tion, in the absence of any suggestion to the contrary, would be that 
proper procedure was followed and the oath duly administered. 1 

10. Sub-section (2A). — This sub-section was newly added in 
1923. The reason is thus stated in the Statement of Objects and Reasons: 

“ Section 356 does not provide for evidence being taken down in any other 
language than that of the Court, or, if the language of the Court is not English, 
in English. The result is a certain loss of accuracy, whenever evidence is given in 
a third language, as it has to be translated into and taken down in the language 
of the Court or in English. The object of the amendment is to secure greater 
accuracy and to avoid waste of time in translation.” 1 

11. Sub-section (3). — The provisions of this sub-section apply 
only to cases in which the evidence recorded under sub-s. (l) is not 
recorded in the Magistrate’s own hand. 1 It is supplementary to the 
provisions in sub-s. (l) and cannot override the provisions therein. 2 
Where, therefore, there is only a memorandum in English, and such 
a memorandum is not made as the examination of each witness is 
proceeding and it is not signed by the Judge, the irregularity is so 
serious that the conviction will be quashed. 3 But where the evidence 
is recorded in the language of the Court and the Magistrate does not 
mate a memorandum in English, the failure is only an irregularity 
which is curable by section 537. 4 

The Calcutta High Court has suggested in the undermentioned 
case 5 that provisions should be made for recording full and accurate 
shorthand notes of proceedings at sessions trials. 

12. Sub-section (4). — The Magistrate or the Sessions Judge, 
when he does not himself take down the evidence in writing, is bound, 
under sub-s. (3) to make a memorandum of the substance of the evidence 
and this must be written and signed by the Magistrate with his own 
hand unless he is prevented from doing so, in which case he must, 
under sub-s. (4), record the reason of his inability to make it. Pressure 


Note 9 

1. (’14) 15 Cr. L. J. 19 (20) : 35 All 575 : 22 I. C. 163, Syed Ahmed v. Emperor. 

Note 10 

1. Statement of Objects and Reasons, 1921. 

Note 11 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 664 (665) : 16 Cr. L. J. 192 (192) : 42 Cal 381, Sadananda 
Mandal v. Krista Handed. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Cal 664 (665) : 16 Cr. L. J. 192 (192) : 42 Cal 381, Sadananda 
Mandal v. Krista Mandal. 

3. (’91) 1S91 All W N 145 (145, 146), Empress v. Barmajit. 

4. (’28) AIR 192S Oudh 112 (112) : 29 Cr. L. J. 70. Sumran Singh v. Emperor. 
[See also (’34) AIR 1934 Cal 636 (637, 638) : 61 Cal 399 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1479, 

Nayeb Shahana v. Emperor. (Evidence not recorded in Magistrate’s own 
hand — But all evidence taken in presence and hearing and under personal 
direction and superintendence of Magistrate and read over to accused in presence 
of his pleader and admitted to be correct — Held failure to make memorandum 
under sub-s. (3) only an irregularity.)] 

5. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 257 (288) : 25 Cr. L. J. 817 (EB), Emperor v. Barendra. 
See also S. 271 Note 11. 
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of other work is not a valid reason within the meaning of this 
sub-section . 1 


357 .* (i) The Provincial Government a may 
Language of record direct that in any district or part of 
of evidence. a district, or in proceedings “before 

any Court of Session, or before any Magistrate or 
class of Magistrates the evidence of each witness shall, 
in the cases referred to in section 356, be taken down 
by the Sessions Judge or Magistrate with his own 
hand and in his mother-tongue, unless he is prevented 
by any sufficient reason from taking down the evidence 
of any witness, in which case he shall record the reason 
of his inability to do so and shall cause the evidence 
to be taken down in writing from his dictation in 
open Court. 

( 2) The evidence so taken down shall be signed by 
the Sessions Judge or Magistrate, and shall form part 
of the record : 

Provided that the Provincial Government a may 
direct the Sessions Judge or Magistrate to take down 
the evidence in the English language or in the language 
of the Court, although such language is not his 
mother-tongue. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 

1. Scope of the seotion. — This section applies only to evidence 
taken under S. 35G. 1 The authority conferred under this section is 
personal to the particular officer on whom it is conferred and is in 
force only while he is in the district or part of the district in which 
it is conferred . 3 But where such an officer is transferred to another 
district and he takes clown depositions in his own handwriting without 
authority for that district, and commits the accused, the commitment, 
although irregular, is not invalid unless the accused is prejudiced 
thereby . 3 


* 1882 : S. 357; 1872 : S. 335; 1861 : S. 196. 


Note 12 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 126(127): 38 Or. L. J. ISO, Emperor v. Jagmohan, (Held 
that Magistrate having failed to pay undivided attention to case, trial was vitiated.) 

Section 357 — Note 1 

1. (’96) 19 Mad 269 (270) : 2 Weir 433 : 6 M L J 134, Queen v. Gapal Goundan. 

2. (’69) 2 Weir 434 (434), H. G. Proceedings, 25th November 1869, No, 2330, 
(’83) 2 Weir 434 (435), In re Chathanadiyil Eelu Nayar. 

3. (’83) 2 Weir 434 (435), In re Chathanadiyil Eelu Nayar, 


Section 356 
Note 12 

Section 357 
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358.* In cases of the kind mentioned in 
Option to Magis- section 355, the Magistrate may, if he 
section 355. trnnks fit, take down the evidence of 

any witness in the manner provided in section 356, or, 
if within the local limits of the jurisdiction of such 
Magistrate the Provincial Government a has made the 
order referred to in section 357, in the manner provided 
in the same section. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for "Local Government.’’ 

1. “If he thinks fit.” — Even in cases of the kind specified in 
s. 355, the Magistrate may take down the evidence in the manner 
mentioned in S. 35G if he thinks fit to do so, as for example, where it 
appears that a witness is giving false evidence and that it is likely to 
be necessary to start criminal proceedings against him. 


359.t (1) Evidence taken under section 356 
Mode of recording evi- or section 357 shall not ordinarily 

dence under section 356 j • . i _c 

or section 357 . he taken down m the form of 

question and answer, but in the form of a narrative. 

(2) The Magistrate or Sessions Judge may, in his 
discretion, take down, or cause to he taken down, any 
particular question and answer. 


1. Scope of the section. — This section prescribes the mode of 
recording evidence under ss. 356 and 357. It directs that the evidence 
shall ordinarily be taken down in the form of a narrative. In doing 
so, the Judge should adhere, as far as possible, to the words actually 
used either in the question or in the answer given by the witness. The 
provisions of law cannot bo said to be complied with by recording a 
paraphrase of the evidence given by the witness. 1 The ordinary, 
proper and convenient way of recording the evidence is to take it down 
in the first person, exactly as spoken by the witness." 


’ 1882 : S. 358; 1872:5.336; 1861 : S. 268. 
i 1882 : S. 359; 1872 : S. 338; 1861 : S. 198. 


Section 359 — Note 1 

1. ('0-5) 2 Cri L Jour 133 (1-12) : 11 Bur L R 8, Nga Saw v. Emperor. (But tlie 
Court is not bound to record everything that a witness savs whether relevant or 
not.) 

(’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 626 (627), Nga Ngyin Byu v. Empress. 

[See also (1900) 3 Oudh Cas 72 (77, 78), Shanlcar v. Quccn-Emprcss. (The 
words in which a witness identifies a prisoner should be recorded as part of 
witness’s deposition.)] 

2. (’71) 16 Suth V R Cr 36 (37) : 8 Beng L R App 21, Queen v. Zodlfalcar Khan. 
(Recording of evidence in third person causes awkwardness, confusion and waste 
of time.) 

('S3) 1SS3 All W N 12 (12), Empress v. Balwant Singh, 
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The Judge is not hound to make verbatim record of any particular- 
question and answer. It is left to the discretion of the Judge, if 
cither side specially requests him to do so. 

A Judge may also himself question the witness and record his 
question and answer under S.1G5 of the Evidence Act, but this power 
should he exercised with discretion and within limits as it is unfair to 
the accused to anticipate or break the thread of his cross-examination . 3 

2. Recording of questions disallowed. — Sections 35G to 360 do 
not require that when a Magistrate disallows questions in cross- 
examination he must make a note of this on the record. It has been 
held that if the Magistrate notes on the record each question that is 
disallowed, the procedure defeats its own object which is to get on with 
the case, but when a question disallowed is important, or there is a 
reasonable doubt whether it should not be allowed, it may be useful for 
the Magistrate to note the question and his reasons for disallowing it. 
This is, however, entirely a matter for the discretion of the Magistrate . 1 
A contrary view has however been taken in the undermentioned cases 2 
to the effect that if a question is disallowed on the ground of irrelevancy 
or on other grounds, the deposition should show what the question is 
and the reason for disallowing it. 


360 .* (2) As the evidence of each witness 
Procedure i n regard taken under section 356 or section 
completed. 357 is completed, it shall be read 

over to him in the presence of the accused, if in at- 
tendance, or of his pleader, if he appears by pleader, 
and shall, if necessary, be corrected. 

(2) If the witness denies the correctness of any 
part of the evidence when the same is read over to 


him, the Magistrate or Sessions Judge may, instead of 
correcting the evidence, make a memorandum thereon 
of the objection made to it by the witness, and shall 
add such remarks as he thinks necessary. 


(3) If the evidence is taken down in a language 
different from that in which it has been given and 
the witness does not understand the language in which 


*1882 ; S. 360; 1872 ; S. 339 ; 1861 : S. 198. 

3. (’05) 2 Cri L Jour 133 (143, 144) : 11 Bur LBS, Nga Saw v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

A® 1940 Lab 527 (528) : 42 P L R 589 (590), Deman Singh Maftoon v. 
Emperor. {It the accused or the prosecutor is dissatisfied, it is always open to 
him to put in an application to be placed on the record saying that such and 
such a question was put but not allowed.) 

2. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 25 (28) : 21 Cr.L.J. 321, Bameshwar Dusadh v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’18) AIR 1918 Low Bur 22 (23) : 9 L B R 88 : 19 Cr. L. J. 54, Dciia 
v. Emperor.'] 


Section 359 
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ction 360 
fotes 1-2 


it is taken down, the evidence so taken down shall he 
interpreted to him in the language in which it was 
given, or in a language which he understands. 


Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

3. Shall be rend over to the witness '■ 

— Sub-section (1). 

4. In the presence of the accused 

or of his pleader. 


5. “As the evidence of each wit- 

ness ... is completed.” 

6. “And shall, if necessary, be 

corrected." 

7. Shall be interpreted to the 

witness. 

8. Non-compliance with the section 

— Effect of. 

9. Revision. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Accused not entitled to suggest correc- 
tions. See Notes 2 and 4. 

Applicability to Defence of India Act, 
1915. Sec Note 2. 

Applicability to Chapters 8 and 12. See 
Note 4. 

Failure to read over. See Note S. 
Handing over deposition — Insufficient. 
See Note 3. 

Interpretation to accused. See Note 7. 
Interpretation without reading over. 
See Note 7. 

Not to be read over as each sentence is 
recorded. See Note 5. 

Presence and not hearing. See Note 4. 


Prosecution of witness for perjury. See 
Note 8. 

Reading over after all witnesses are 
examined. See Note 5. 

Reading deposition before vakil of one 
of several accused. See Note 4. 

Reading over during examination of 
another witness. See Note 3. 

Read over after cross-examination on 
another day. See Note 5. 

Record of ‘read over.’ SeeNotes3and 8. 
Section, if mandatory. See Notes 2, 3, 
7 and 8. 

Swearing interpreters. See Note 7 and 
S. 543. 


i. Legislative changes. 

There was no difference between the corresponding sections of 
the Codes of 1SG1 and 1S72, 


Difference between tlic Codes of 1S72, 1SS2 and 1S9S — 

(1) The words “or of his agent, when his personal attendance is 
dispensed with and he appears by agent” were replaced in the 1SS2 
Code by the words “or of his pleader.” 

(2) Section 339 of the Code of 1372, provided that the witness “may 
require his evidence to be interpreted to him.” The Code of 1SS2 and 
the present Code provide that the evidence “ shall be interpreted 
to him.” 


2. Scope and applicability of the section. — Sections 35G and 
357 prescribe the manner of taking evidence in the cases mentioned 
therein. This section enacts the procedure to be followed after the 
evidence is completed. The evidence should be read over to the witness 
or interpreted to him if it has been taken down in a language w T hich 
the witness does not understand. Such reading over or interpretation 
should be done in the presence of the accused or of Ms pleader 
if the accused appears by pleader. 

The object of the provision is to obtain an accurate record from the 
witness of what he really means to say and to give him an opportunity 
of correcting the words which the Magistrate or his clerk has taken 
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down, 1 It is not to enable the accused or his advocate to suggest 
corrections. 2 See also Note 4. 

The section applies also to proceedings before Commissioners 
under the Defence of India Act, 1915. 3 

3. Shall be read over to the witness — Sub-section (1). — 

Under S. 199 of the Code of 1861 it was necessary that a memorandum 
should be signed and attached to the deposition of each witness to the 
effect that the evidence was read over to him and that he acknowledged 
the same to be correct. 1 This provision has not been enacted in the 
present Code. It is, therefore, not imperative, though desirable, under 
the present Code that a record be made by the Magistrate that the 
deposition was read over to the witness in the presence of the accused. 2 

It was held in the undermentioned cases 3 that the section is 
mandatory and not merely directory and the evidence of a witness 
must be read over to him in the presence of the accused or of his 
pleader, though it may take a considerable time to do so. The view 
that this section is mandatory cannot however, be said to be correct 
after the decision of their Lordships of the Privy Council in Abdul 

Section 360 — Note 2 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 P C 44 (47) : 5 Bang 53 : 54 I A 96 : 28 Cr. L. J. 259 (PC), 
Abdul Rahman v. Emperor. 

[See (’40) AIB 1940 Nag 410 (413) : 41 Cr. L. J. 697 : 1940 N L J 165 (170): 188 

I. C. 8S5 (889), Shcoshankar Dhondbaji v. Emperor. (This section is intended 
to protect the accused as well as the witnesses.)] 

[Sec also (’26) AIB 1926 Bang 53(61):27 Cr.L.J. 669, Abdul Rahmanv. Emperor. 
(’25) AIB 1925 Pat 378(379):4 Pat 231:26 Cr.E.J .932, Bhagwat Singh v. Emperor. 
(’71) 1871 Bat 54 (54), Reg. v. Bal Krishna.'] 

2. (’27) AIB 1927 P C 44 (47) : 54 I A 96 : 5 Bang 53 : 28 Cr. L. J. 259 (PC), 
Abdul Rahman v. Emperor. 

The following cases holding that the object is to give the accused an opportunity 
of checking the correctness of the deposition must be taken to be no longer law: 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 569(572): 15 I C 985: 1 UBE 123, Nga San Myin v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIB 1924 Cal 889 (890, 891) : 52 Cal 159 : 26 Cr. L. J. 201, Hiralal Gliose 
v. Emperor. 

3. (’28) AIB 1928 Lah 125 (128) : 29 Cr. L. J. 212, Taj Mohammad v. Emperor , 

Note 3 

1. (1870) 13 Suth IV B Cr 1 (7) : 4 Beng L B App 1, In re Mohesh Ghunder, 

(’67) 8 Suth W B Cr 63 (64), Queen v. Issur Raut. 

(1870) 2 N W P H C E 132 (137), Queen v. Lekhraj. 

(’71) 16 Suth W E Cr 61 (61), Queen v. Mudun Mundle. (Memorandum was a 
sufficient proof, until tlie contrary was shown, that the deponent understood all 
that was written down.) 

(1870) 13 Suth W R Cr 17 (18), Queen v. Hossein Sirdar. 

[See also (’69) 12SuthWRCr 44 (45) : 3 Beng L B App Cr 59, Queen v. Radhoo.] 

2. (’25) AIB 1925 Pat 723 (725) : 26 Gr. L. J. 927, Rameshar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 100 (102) : 28 Cr. L. J. 77, Arjun Kurmi v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 378 (380) : 4 Pat 231 : 26 Cr. L. J. 932 ,Bliagwat v. Emperor. 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 157 (158) : 27 Cri L Jour 375, Abdul Mallick v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 889 (889, 891) : 52 Cal 159 : 26 Cr.L.J. 201, Hiralal Ghosh v. 

Emperor. 

(’21) AIB 1921 Pat 149 (150) : 22 Cri L Jour 568, Barhmdeo Singh v. Emperor. 
(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 581 (583) : 36 Cal 955:4 I. C. 416, Jyotish Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’70) 14 Suth W R Cr 13 (14), Queen v. Parbutly Churn. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 1206 (1206) : 49 Mad 71 : 26 Cri L Jour 1587, In re Kuppa 
Mudaliar. (Non-compliance was held an illegality.) 

(’25) AIB 1925 Pat 378 (379) : 4 Pat 231 : 26 Cri L Jour 932, Bhagwat Singh v. 
Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Mad 862 (863) : 52 Mad 995 : 31 Cri L Jour 273, Bamodaran v. 
Emperor. 


Section 360 
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Section 360 Rahman v. Emperor , 4 in which it has been held that the provisions of 
Notes 3-5' this section are not absolutely prohibitory and that a non-compliance 
with the section is curable under S. 537 when it is unaccompanied by 
any probable suggestion of any failure of justice having been thereby 
occasioned. It is not a sufficient compliance with the section to merely 
hand over to the witness his deposition so that he may read it over 
himself. 5 It was held in the undermentioned cases 0 that it would not 
be a compliance with the section if the evidence is read over to the 
witness while another witness is being examined, the reason being that 
the accused cannot at one and the same time listen to the evidence 
that is being read over and to the evidence of a fresh witness that is 
being recorded. On this question their Lordships of the Privy Council 
have held in Abclul Rahman v. Emperor above cited, that although 
it will be a better course if depositions other than mere formal ones 
were read over so that the accused or his pleader could hear them 
and give his undivided attention to them, yet it would be no violation 
of the provisions of this section if the deposition of one w’itness is read 
over while other stages of the case are proceeding, as “the primary object 
is to fix the witness and to enable him to protect himself against any 
inaccuracy in the words taken down from his lips.” 

5. In the presence of the accused or of his pleader. — The 

evidence must be read over in the presence of the accused, if he is in 
attendance, or of his pleader. Where, however, there are several accused 
in the case, the evidence of a witness read over in the presence of the 
pleader of one only of such accused is not inadmissible in a case of 
perjury against such witness, merely because it was not read over in 
the presence of all the other accused or their pleaders. 1 

It is only where the accused “appears by a pleader” that a reading 
over of the evidence in the presence of such pleader is sufficient. 2 The 
words “if he appears by a pleader” cannot be restricted to cases in 
which a pleader is allowed to represent one accused whose personal 


4. (’27) AIR 1927 P C 41 (49) : 54 I A 96 : 2S Cri L Jour 259 : 5 Rang 53 (P C). 
See also Note S under tills section nnd Note G under S. 537. 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 P C 44 (IS) ; 54 I A 96 : 5 Rang 53 : 23 Cri L Jour 259 (P C), 
Abdul Rahman v. Emperor. (Though it may be allowed if the Magistrate’s pro- 
nouuciation is defective or the witness is deaf.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1120 (1120) : 26 Cri L Jour 951, Sahorali Alolla v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 7S2 (783):52 Cal 431:26 Cr.L.J. 1173, Aid. Yasin v. Etnpcror. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 7S9 (790) : 42 Cal 240:15 Cr. L. J. 4S3, Emperor v. Jogcndra. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Pat 723 (725) : 26 Cri L Jour 927, Raincshar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’27) 23 Cr. L. J. 651 (651) : 103 I. C. 107(Lah), Ecsar Singh v. Sultanml-AIvlk. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 729 (732) : 26 Cri L Jour 1009, Jessarat v. Emperor. 

[But sec (’26) AIR 1926 Pat 232 (233) : 5 Pat 63:27 Cr.L.J. 4S4, Jagwa Dhanuk 
v. Emperor. (In view of the Privy Council decision in AIR 1937 P C 44, this 
case cannot be taken as laving down correct law.)] 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal S31 (S32):52 Cal 499:26 Cr.L.J. 1213, Bargain v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 933 (933) : 26 Cri L Jour 1267, Alanih v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 423 (423) : 26 Cri L Jour 1016, Adiladdi v. Emperor. 

(’94) 2 Weir 435 (435), In re Singiri Eradu. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 133 (143) : 11 Bur L R 8, Nga Saw v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 44 (45) : 9 Ind Cas 262 (Mad), In re Mutlni Eamara Reddy, 

Note 4 

1. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 150 (154, 155) : 36 Cal SOS : 2 I. C. 697, Ralchal v. Emperor. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 52S (52S) : 27 Cri L Jour 509, Kasim Ali v. Sarada Kripa. 
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attendance has been dispensed with. The natural meaning of the 
words is that if an accused person has engaged a pleader, who is in 
attendance, the reading over of the deposition in his presence will be a 
full compliance with the provisions of this section . 3 

The evidence must he read over only in the presence of the accused 
or of his pleader. It is not necessary that it should he within their 
hearing. The reason is that the accused is only entitled to be sure that 
the evience has been read over, and that the witness has had an 
opportunity of correcting the written words. But he is not necessarily 
entitled to the opportunity of suggesting corrections . 4 

Does this section apply to proceedings under chapter XH of the 
Code ? It has been held by a Full Bench of the High Court of Calcutta 
that the persons proceeded against under that chapter are not “accused” 
persons, but that the first clause of this section should be read as 
meaning that the evidence is to he read over in the presence of the 
accused if there is one and that, therefore, the evidence should be read 
over to the witness in such proceeding though not in the presence of 
the persons proceeded against . 5 The High Court of Patna has come to 
the same conclusion . 0 

5. "As the evidence of each witness ... is completed.” — 

The evidence of each witness must bo read over to him immediately 
after it is completed. The section is not complied with if the deposition 
is read over at the end of the day after all the witnesses are examined . 1 
Where a Magistrate examined a number of witnesses and asked them 
to be in a room and then had the depositions read over to them, it was 
held that the procedure was illegal and not merely irregular . 2 Again, 
the section is not complied with if the evidence is read out as each 
sentence of it is being recorded. It must bo read out only after it is 
completed? But where the evidence is read over to a witness some days 
after his examination-in-chief but immediately after his cross-exami- 
nation, it was held that this section was sufficiently complied with . 4 

3. (’28) AIE 1928 Cal 27 (32); 29 Cr.L.J. 49, HariNarayan Chandra v. Emperor. 

4. (’27) AIE 1927 P C 4*1 (48) : 54 Ind App 9G : 5 Rang 53 : 28 Cri L Jour 259 
(PC), Abdul Rahman v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIE 1927 Pat 100 (102) : 28 Cri L Jour 77, Arjun Kurmi v. Emperor, 

See also Note 2. 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 410 (413) : 1940 Nag L J 105 (109) : 41 Cri L Jour 097 : 
188 Ind Cas 885 (887), Shcoslianhar Dhondbaji v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 822 (823, 831) : 52 Cal 721 : 20 Cr. L. J. 1194 (FB), Narcndra 
Chandra Budra Pal v. Sabarali Bhuiya. (In view of this case, AIR 1925 Cal 
078 (F B) and AIR 1925 Cal 1040, holding contra, are no longer law.) 

6. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 371 (371) : 23 Cr. L. J. 125, Ram Narain v. Dlionrai Gove. 
See also S. 145 Note 39. 

Note 5 

1. ( 26) AIR 1926 Cal 157 (158) : 27 Cri L Jour 375, Abdul Mullich v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 563(564):53 Cal 129:27 Cr.L.J. 688, Samscrali Haziv. Emperor. 

(Read over during mid-day interval.) 

2. { 25) AIR 1925 Mad 1206 (1206) : 49 Mad 71 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1587, In re Kuppa 
Mudaliar. (This view, however, requires reconsideration in the light of the Privy 
Council decision in AIR 1927 PC 44 holdingthata non-compliance with thissection 
is only an irregularity curable under S. 537 — See Note 8.) 

j* 22 Cr.L.J. 669 (671): 63I.C. 461(463) (Lali), Wadliaioa Singh v. Emperor, 
4. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 390 (391) : 31 Cri L Jour 373, Eamini Kumarv. Emperor, 
(Evidence is ordinarily completed after examination-in-chief, cross-examination, 
and if necessary, re-examination.) 


Section 360 
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6. “ And shall, if necessary, be corrected. ” — Before a 
deposition is closed, a witness should be given an opportunity of 
explaining and correcting any contradictions which it may contain . 1 

7. Shall be interpreted to the witness. — Under the Codes 
of 1861 and 1872, when the evidence was taken down in a language 
different from that in which it was given, the witness might require 
that his evidence should be interpreted to him . 1 Under this Code it is 
obligatory on the Court in all such cases, whether the witness requires 
it or not, to interpret his evidence to him. It is, however, not necessary 
to first read out the deposition to the witness in the language in which 
it is taken and then to interpret it to him. It is sufficient if it is merely 
interpreted to him . 2 

Should the evidence in such cases he interpreted to the accused ? 
In Abdul Hahman v. King -Emperor? their Lordships of the Privy 
Council observed as follows : 

“The distinction between S. 3G0 and S. 361 is very marked. "Under the 
latter section, if evidence is given in a language not understood hj* the accused 
or his pleader, it is to bo interpreted into their language, while under the former 
section, when it is read over, it is to be interpreted to the witness in his own 
language; but there is no provision for its being interpreted to the accused. Thus, 
if the depositions are taken down in English, and the language of the accused is 
Hindi, and the language of a witness is Burmese, ... the depositions will have to 
he taken by getting the witness’s answers in Burmese, having them interpreted to 
the Court so that they may be taken down in English, and further interpreted to 
the accused, so that he may understand them, in Hindi. When, however, the 
deposition comes to be read over, as it will be, in English, it will be interpreted to 
the witness in Burmese, but not to the accused in Hindi; and if the accused knew 
neither English nor Burmese, ho will be none the wiser.” 

As to whether a sworn interpreter is necessary for interpreting 
the evidence to the witness, see S. 513, Note 1. 


8. Non-compliance with the section — Effect of. — It has 
now been settled by the Privy Council that non-compliance with the 
strict provisions of this section is only an irregularity which is cured 
by S. 537 of the Code in the absence of prejudice . 1 Thus, a failure to 

( 18) AIR 191S Pat 44S (450) : 19 Cri L Jour 1G9, Itamdhari Singh v, Emperor. 
[But see ( 26) AIR 1926 Pat 58 (GO) : 2G Cri L Jour 1475, Emperor v. Phagunia 
Bliman. (Which seems to suggest that it should be read over at the end of the 
examination- in-chief.)] 

Note 6 

1. (’90) 1890 Eat 502 (502), Queen-Empress v. Gopal, 

(’71) 1S71 Bat 54 (54), Peg. v. J Balkrishna. 

( 19 ) -kIR 1916 Bom 49 (51) : IS Cri L Jour 4S0, In re Pandu Kama ji. 

[See (’72) IS Suth W E Cr 57 (57), Queen x.Tulsi Dosadh. ] 

Note 7 

1. (’81) 7 Cal L R 393 (394), In the matter of Okhoy Kumar. 

o’ 1 27 (31):29Cr.L.J. 49, Hari Karayan Chandra v. Emperor. 

3. ( 2 () AIR 1927 P C 44 (47, 4S) : 54 I A 96 : 5 Rang 53: 28 Cri L Jour 259 (PC). 

Note 8 

L (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 410 (413) : 1940 N L J 165 (170) : 41 Cr. L. J. 697, Shoo, 
slianhaj Dhondbaji v. Emperor. (Accused not raising any objection— Witness 
admitting it was read over to him and correctly recorded— Objections to its 
admissibility m subsequent proceedings are not sustainable.) 

1927 p 0 44 ( 49 ) '• 54 Ind App 96 : 5 Rang 53 : 28 Cri L Jour 259 (PC), 
Abdul Eahman v. Emperor. v 
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read over the evidence to the witness would not necessarily vitiate the Section 360 
trial of the accused . 2 Note 8 

There is a conflict of opinion as to whether the witness can be 
prosecuted on the basis of evidence, the procedure regarding which has 
not been followed as laid down in this section. On the one hand, it has 
been held that non-compliance with the section renders the evidence 
inadmissible under the Evidence Act, that no other evidence can be 
admitted by virtue of the provisions of S. 91 thereof, and that, therefore, 
a conviction on such evidence cannot he sustained . 3 A contrary view 
has, on the other hand, been taken in the undermentioned cases 1 to 


See also the folloioing cases which have taken the view expressed by the Privy 
Council : 

(’27) AIE 1927 All 755 (755) : 28 Cr.L. J. 606, Slier Mohammad Khan v. Bihari. 
(’26) AIE 1926 Kang 53 (61, 63) : 27 Cri L Jour 669, Abdul Rahman v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIE 1924 Pat 786 (787) : 25 Crl L Jour 89, Sondi Singh v. Oovind Singh. 
(Omission to read over the evidence to the witness.) 

(’27) AIE 1927 Cal 575 (575) : 28 Cri L Jour 751, Fatiar Bap v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIE 1925 Cal 928 (929) : 26 Cri L Jour 1276, Abdur Rahim v. Emperor. 
(Case remanded for reading over the depositions.) 

(’25) AIE 1925 Pat 414(419) : 4 Pat 488 : 26 Cr.L.J. 811, Mohiuddin v. Emperor. 

The following cases cannotbc considered to be good law after the Privy Council 
case (AIR 1927 PC 44): 

(’27) AIE 1927 Pat 315 (315) : 6 Pat 478 : 28 Cri L Jour 772, Fazlur Rahman v. 
Emperor. (Assumption that evidence not read over cannot be used in the case in 
which it was given is not correct.) 

(’25) APR 1925 Cal 933(933) : 26 Cri L Jour 1267, Manick v. Emperor. (Quashing 
of commitment on ground that depositions were read over while other witnesses 
were examined.) 

(’26) AIE 1926 Cal 423 (423) : 26 Cri L Jour 1016, Adiladdi v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIE 1926 Cal 563 (563) : 53 Cal 129 : 27 Cr.L.J. 688, Samserali v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIE 1925 Cal 816 (816): 52 Cal 470: 26 Cr.L.J. 1233, Nawab Ali v. Emperor. 
•(’24) AIE 1924 Cal 889 (8S9, 893) : 52 Cal 159 : 26 Cri L Jour 201, Him Lai 
Ghosh v. Emperor. (View that violation of S. 360 is incurable under S. 537.) 
(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 182(183) : 25 Cri.L.J. 289, Haro Nath Malov. Ala Bux. (Do.) 
2. (’25) AIE 1925 Pat 414 (419): 4 Pat 488: 26 Cr.L.J. 811, Mahiuddinv. Emperor. 
(’27) AHt 1927 All 757 (758) : 28 Cri L Jour 596, Bajai v. Ram Samp. 

(’27) AIE 1927 All 764 (765) : 28 Cri L Jour 514, Jiwan Singh v. Shcodan Singh. 
(’24) AIE 1924 Pat 786 (787) : 25 Cri L Jour 89, Sondi Singh v. Govmd Singh. 

(Failure to read over deposition — Decision cannot be said to be on no evidence.) 
"3. (’19) AIR 1919 Mad 45 (47) : 42 Mad 561 : 20 Or. L. J. 379, In re Nalluri 
Chcnchiah. 

-(’28) AIE 1928 Lah 125 (128) : 29 Cr. L. J. 212, Taj Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(Not read over to witness.) 

(’14) AIE 1914 Cal 789 (790): 42 Cal 240 : 15 Cr. L. J. 483, Emperor v. Jogendra 
Nath Ghose. (Handing over deposition to be read by witness.) 

-(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 581 (583): 36 Cal 955: 4 I. C. 416 ,Joytish Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 569 (571) : 15 I. C. 985 : 1 Upp Bur Rul 123, Nga San Myin v 
Emperor. (Read over but not in the presence of the accused.) 

•(’21) Am 1921 Pat 149 (150) : 22 Cri L Jour 568, Barhmdeo Singh v. Emperor. 

(Not read over in the presence of accused or pleader.) 

(’18) AIE 1918 Low Bur 129 (130): 18 Cr. L. J. 966, KadirPakiri v. Emperor. (Do.) 
(’08) 8 Cr. L. J. 116 (118, 119) : 12 C W N 845, Moliendra Nath v. Emperor. (Do.) 
•(’75) 23 Suth ,W R Cr 28 (29), Queen v. Mungul Dass. 

(’28) AIE 1928 Cal 271 (211),.Choyenuddin Paramanik v. Emperor. (Trial under 
S. 211, Penal Code.) 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 410 (413) : 41 Cr. L. J. 697 : 188 Ind Cas 885 (888), Sheo- 
shankar Dhondbaji v. Emperor. (Statement not read over and not interpreted 
in the presence of accused — Statement is' not inadmissible as no prejudice caused 
—AIE 1927 P C 44, followed.) 

(’21) Am 1921 Sind 151 (154) : 16 Sind L R 255 : 26 Cr. L. J. 657, Pitoomal v. 
.Emperor. 

•(’21) Am 1921 Sind 16 (18): 18 Sind L E 342:26 Cr.L.J. 1137, Pitumal v. Emperor. 

2Cr.l28. 
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Section 360 
Notes 8-9 


Section 361 


the effect that non-compliance with the section does not render the 
evidence inadmissible but only prevents a presumption being raised as 
to its correctness under s.80 of the Evidence Act. In view of the 
decision of the Privy Council in Abdul Rahman v. King -Emperor , 5 
that non-compliance with the section is not fatal to the conviction, it 
is submitted that the latter view is correct. See s. 47G Note 11. 

Where the accuracy of the deposition was challenged and it was 
clear that a relevant statement of a witness was omitted from the 
record which was not read over to the witness, it was held that the 
conviction should be quashed. 0 

The absence of a memorandum subjoined to a deposition, and 
stating the fact of compliance with the section, does not of itself prove 
that the provisions of this section have not been complied w T ith. 7 

As to the witness’s liability to he proceeded against for perjury, 
see S. 198 of the Penal Code and S. 476 Note n. 

9. Revision. — The question whether a deposition was read over 
to the witness in accordance with this section is one of fact and cannot 
be raised for the first time in revision before the High Court. 1 

36 1 .* (1) Whenever any evidence is given in 
interpretation of a language not understood by the 

or his pleader. accused, and be is present in person, 
it shall be interpreted to him in open Court in a 
language understood by him. 

(2) If be appears by pleader and the evidence is- 
given in a language other than the language of the 
Court, and not understood by the pleader, it shall be 
interpreted to such pleader in that language. 

(3) When documents are put in for the purpose 
of formal proof, it shall be in the discretion of the Court 
to interpret as much thereof as appears necessary. 

1. Legislative changes (omitted) 

2. Distinction between this section and S. 360. — See Note 7 to S. 860. 

3. “Evidence,” meaning of.— The word “evidence” in sub-s. (i> 
means oral evidence. Documents are separately mentioned in sub-s. (3). 

* 1882 : S. 361; 1872 : S. 340; 1861 : S. 200. 

(’19) AIR 1919 Low Bur 129 (130) : 10 Low Bur Rul 16 : 20 Cr. L. J. 506, Tun 
Ta v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 482 (482) : 34 Mad 141 : 7 I. C. 414, In rc Bogra, (Read over 
but not in the presence of the accused.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 44 (45) ; 9 I. C. 262 (Mad), In rc Muihulcumara Reddy. (Read 
over while another witness was being examined.) 

5. (’27) AIR 1927 P C 44 (48) ; 54 Ind App 96: 5 Rang 53 : 28 Cr. L. J. 259 (PC). 

6. (’26) AIR 1926 Rang (8 (<9): 3 Rang612: 27Gr.L, J. 857, Maycthv. Emperor. 

7. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 378 (380): 4 Pat 231: 26 Cr. L. J. 932, Bhogwat v. Emperor. 

Note 9 

1. (’25) AIR 1925 Pat 414 (419, 421) : 4 Pat 488 : 26 Cr. L. J. 811, Mohiuddin v. 
Emperor. 
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4. Interpretation to accused and his pleader. — It has been 
held in the undermentioned ease 1 that sub-sections (l) and (2) are not 
mutually exclusive and that even where the accused appears by a 
pleader, it is necessary to interpret the evidence to the accused. The 
non-compliance with this requirement is, however, only an irregularity 
which can be cured under S. 537. 2 

5. Interpreters. — See Section 543. 

6. Interpretation of documents, — Sub-section (3) gives effect 
to the undermentioned case 1 decided under S, 200 of the Code of 1861 
which did not contain a provision similar to sub-s.(8).' 


362.* W I n every case tried by a Presidency 
. Record of evidence Magistrate in which, an appeal lies, 
trates^Courts. 8S ' S such Magistrate shall either take 
down the evidence of the witnesses with his own 
hand, or cause it to be taken down in writing from 
his dictation in open Court. All evidence so taken 
down shall be signed by the Magistrate and shall form 
part of the record. 


(2) Evidence so taken down shall ordinarily be 
recorded in the form of a narrative, but the Magistrate 
may, in his discretion, take down, or cause to be 
taken down, any particular question or answer. 

(2 A) In every case referred to in sub-section (1), 
the Magistrate shall make a memorandum of the 
substance of the examination of the accused. Such 
memorandum shall be signed by the Magistrate with 
his own hand, and shall form part of the record. 

(3) Sentences unless they are sentences of im- 
prisonment ordered to run concurrently passed under 
section 35 on the same occasion shall, for the purposes 
of this section, be considered as one sentence. 


* 1882 :S. 362; 1872 ; Ss. 33S and 338; 1861 ; Ss. 196 and 198. 


Section 361 — Note 4 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 186 (186) : 31 Cri L Jour 827, Erappa v. Emperor. 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 186 (186) : 31 Cri L Jour 827, Erappa v. Emperor. 

[See (’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 50 (51), Queen v. Bhoobun Mohun Bey. (Evidence 
of Civil Surgeon given in English not interpreted to accused was held an irre- 
gularity of small importance.)] 

Note 6 

I. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr, 25 (27) : 7 Beng L R 63, Queen v, Ameeroddeen. (This 
is so only in cases where a document is put in for purpose of merely giving formal 
proof of that which is an incontestable fact.) 


Section 361 
Notes 4-6 


Section 362 
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Section 362 
Notes 1-2 


( 4 ) In cases other than those specified in sub- 
section ( 1 ), it shall not be necessary for a Presidency 
Magistrate to record the evidence or frame a charge. 

The words “tried by a such Magistrate” in sub-s. (1) were substituted 

for the words “in which a Presidency Magistrate imposes a fine exceeding two 
hundred rupees or imprisonment for a term exceeding six months, he” and 
sub-ss. (2A) and (4) and the words “unless they are .... concurrently” after the 
word "sentences" in sub-s. (3) were inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure 
(Amendment) Act, XYIII of 1923, 

Synopsis 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. Record of evidence in appeal- 

able cases. 

3. Record of evidence in non- 

appealable cases. 

4. Mode of recording evidence. 

5. Memorandum of the substance 

of the examination of the 
accused. 


6, Framing of charges by Presi- 

dency Magistrates. 

7. Sentence of imprisonment — 

Meaning of. See Notes under 
S. 411. 

S. Sentences on conviction for seve- 
ral offences at the same trial. 

9. Right of parties to get copies of 
depositions. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Compared with Ss. 2G3 and 204. See 
Note 2. 

Duty to record all material facts. See 
Note 2. 

Inapplicability to references of cases 
under S. 110. See Note 1. 

Legislative changes. See Notes 2, 3, 5 
and 0, 

Narrative in indirect form. See Note 4. 

Petty cases or “morning cases.” See 
Note 3. 


Refusal of copies and S. 45 of the 
Specific Relief Act. See Note 9. 

Section 3G4 and sub-s. (2A) of this 
section. See Note 5. 

Section 370 — Effect, See Note -5. 
Section 411. See Note 2. 

Section 254. See Note G. 

Select Committees of 1916 and 1922. 
See Note 2. 


1. Scope of the section. — This section enacts that in appealable 
cases Presidency Magistrates should take down the evidence of witnesses 
in their own hand, or cause it to he taken down, in open Court to 
their dictation. They are also required to make a memorandum of the 
substance of the examination of the accused in such cases. In other 
cases, c., non-appealable cases, they need not record any evidence, or 
even frame a charge. 

This section does not apply to cases under section no, where it 
becomes necessary to make a reference to the High Court, in regard 
to the sentence of imprisonment. 1 

2. Record of evidence in appealable cases. — In cases coming 
under s. 362, sub-s. (l), i. e., in appealable cases, the Magistrate is 
bound to record the evidence with his own hand or cause it to be 
taken down in writing from his dictation in open Court. In doing so, 
it is the duty of the Magistrate to take note of all the material facts, 
whether they appear in the examination-in-chief or in the course of 
cross-examination. 1 


Section 362 — Note 1 

1. ('09) 10 Cri L Jour 122 (123) : 2 I. C. 651 (Cal), Emperor v. Nepal SiJcary. 
(Evidence of reputation,) 

Note 2 

1. (’19) AIR 1919 Cal 696 (700, 701) : 46 Cal 411 : 20 Cri L Jour 24, Ah Foong 
Chinaman v. Emperor. 
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Before the amendment of 1923, snb-s. (l) applied to cases in which 
the Magistrate imposed a fine of Bs. 200, or imprisonment for a 
period exceeding six months. The taking of evidence precedes the 
sentence, and it is on the evidence given that the sentence is based. 
Therefore, the language was clearly faulty as it is unreasonable to 
suppose that the Magistrate should make up his mind as to the sentence 
he would pass, before the evidence was recorded. 2 This defect of 
language was noticed, and in regard to it, the Select Committee of 
1916 observed : 

“ We think that the opening words of sub-s. (1) of S. 362 require amendment. 
As the section stands, it seems to imply that a Presidency Magistrate before he 
commences his enquiry must make up his mind as to the maximum limit of the 
sentence he will impose. We think that the sub-section would read better as 
amended by us ; compare the wording of S. 264.” 

The amendment made is that in cases in which an appeal lies, 
the Presidency Magistrate shall either record the evidence himself, or 
have it recorded. It is not clear how the defect of language noticed 
above has been remedied by the amendment. If the section as it stood 
before the amendment implied that the Magistrate should make up 
his mind as to the maximum limit of sentence he would pass, the 
same implication still continues, for, under S. 411, only a sentence of 
imprisonment for more than six months and a fine exceeding Rs. 200 
are appealable. In short, to make up his mind to award an appealable 
sentence is to make up his mind as to the maximum limit of the sentence 
he would pass. In regard to this criticism, the Select Committee in 
1922, observed : 

“We are inclined lo agree with those critics who point out that the re-draft 
proposed in sub-s. (1) of S. 362 does not get rid of the difficulty that a Magistrate 
has to make up his mind as to the sentence he will impose before he begins trying 
the case. We cannot seo how this difficulty can be got rid of ; but we think that 
the amendment proposed has the advantage of bringing the language of this 
section into conformity with the language of Ss. 263 and 264 and we would, 
therefore, retain this sub-clause.” 

Apart from the uniformity of the language, it is not clear what 
“advantage” is gained by using language similar to that in Ss. 263 and 
264. It must in this connexion be noted, that the language in s. 264 is 
appropriate and presents no difficulties similar to those in S. 362 (l), 
for a judgment does usually precede the sentence. It is the language 
in S. 263 that presents difficulties similar to those in S. 362 (l) and in 
regard to it, it was observed : 

“It may be difficult for a Magistrate to determine at the initial stage whether 
he will or will not pass an appealable sentence. In such a case the course he has to 
adopt is to make a memorandum of the evidence of each witness as the examination 
of the witness proceeds. If, on the other hand, even at the initial stage he can 
make up his mind that in any event the sentence to be passed by him will not be 
appealable, he need not record the evidence.” 3 

Where the Magistrate finds that he has tried a case without record- 
ing the evidence and that a longer, sentence than six months ought 

2. (’06) 33 Cal 1036 (1038, 1039) : 4 G. L. J. 408 : 4 Cri L Jour 368, Shailc Babu 
v. Envpcror. 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Cal 165 (165, 166) -. 48 Cal 280 : 22 Cr. L. J. 462, Satish v. Man- 
malha. (Evidence recorded becomes part of record and must not be destroyed.) 


Section 362 
Note 2 
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Section 362 
Notes 2-3 


to bo passed, bis course is to record the evidence afresh.* This 
happens generally in cases where after he has convicted the accused, he 
is informed for the first time that the accused is an old criminal with 
many previous convictions. In such cases it has been held that though 
the prosecution should not inform the Magistrate about previous con- 
victions, they may indicate to the Magistrate that they think that 
the case is one in which it is desirable that the evidence should be 
recorded, so as to avoid recording of evidence afresh. 5 

3. Record of evidence in non-appealable cases, — Sub- 
section (-i) was newly introduced in 1923. The section as it stood before 
1923 having provided the procedure to be adopted in appealable cases 
only, there was uncertainty as to the procedure to be followed in non- 
appealable cases. 1 It was held by the High Court of Calcutta in the 
undermentioned case 2 that it was left to the discretion of the Magistrate 
to record or not, evidence in such cases and that the High Court felt 
unable to prescribe a procedure which the law did not render obliga- 
tory. In another case 3 the same High Court remarked that though 
the Magistrate was not bound to record evidence in such cases, it was 
desirable that he should keep some record of the statements made hy 
witnesses or that their judgments should indicate wdiat the statements 
were, so that the High Court may judge as a Court of revision of the 
propriety or legality of tho orders passed by them. A similar view was 
expressed in the undermentioned cases also. 4 5 6 

In Emperor v. Harischandra 5 the High Court of Bombay held 
that the Magistrate had a discretion to take evidence or not in such 
cases, but that such discretion had to be exercised reasonably and not 
arbitrarily; it was observed : 

“But the discretion like all discretionaiy powers, should be exercised 
judicially, in a reasonable spirit and not arbitrarily. For instance, in cases of petty 
oCences, such as ‘nuisances' or what nre called in police parlance ‘morning cases,’ 
there may be no necessity to record any evidonce. But in a case of this kind, where 
an educated man holding a comparatively respectable status in life is charged 
with an oCence reflecting on his character and serious allegations are levelled 
against him, there ought to have been some record of evidence to enable him in a 
case of conviction to come up to this Court in revision and satisfy it that the 
conviction is wrong.” 

This view was adopted by the same High Court in the under- 
mentioned cases 0 which arose after the introduction of sub-s.(4) of 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 37 (38) : 3G Cri L Jour 527, Emperor v. Ahmad Ibrahim, 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 37 (38) : 36 Cri L Jour 527, Emperor v. Ahmad Ibrahim, 

Note 3 

1. Statement of Objects and Reasons (1914). 

2. (’04) 31 Cal 983 (988) : 8 C W N S39, Emaman v. Emperor. 

3. (’06) 33 Cal 1036 (1038, 1039) : 4 Or. L. J. 368 : 4 O. L. J. 408, Shaik Baba v. 
Emperor. 

4. (’86) 13 Cal 272 (274), In re Yacoob. 

C See (’75) 15 Beng L R App 14 (15), lie Louis. (Obiter).] 

5. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 194 (195) : 10 Bom L R 201. 

6. (’25) AIR 1925 Bom 147 (147): 26 Cr. L, J. 454, Mahomed v. Emperor. (Strict 
compliance is necessary even where accused is to be sent toDharwar Juvenile Jail.) 

(-31) AIR 1931 Bom 142 (143) : 32 Cr. L. J. 276, Eanifabai v. Mahomed Yakub. 
(Presidency Magistrates should record evidence as in summons-oases.) 
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this section. In D'Souza v. Emperor however, the said view was 
dissented from. Beaumont, C. J., observed as follows: 

“Section 3G2 is perfectly plain; it says that in cases which arc not appealable, 
it shall not be necessary for a Presidency Magistrate to record the evidence. There 
is no distinction drawn between what the learned Judges refer to ns 'morning 
cases’ and any other cases. Nor is any distinction drawn between charges against 
people occupying a respectable status in life and people who occupy some other 
status. Nor in terms has any discretion been conferred upon the Magistrate. It is 
no doubt true that in one sense ho has a discretion, because it is not illegal for 
him to record evidence if he likes to do so. But his right to refuse to record 
evidence is, in my opinion, absolute, and as long ns the ense falls within the cases 
excepted under S. 362, sub-s. (4), the Magistrate is not bound to record the 
evidence, and this Court lias no jurisdiction to require him to do what the Statute 
says it is not necessary for him to do. If ho likes to record the evidence, that is 
another matter : and probably if he was hearing a case which involved a question 
of serious consequence to the accused, and the accused asked him to make a record 
of those portions of the evidence on which he wished to roly on an application in 
revision, the Magistrate would, in a proper case, comply with that request. But in 
my opinion, tlio exercise of any such discretion would be cx gratia, and not subject 
to review in this Court.” 

4. Mode of recording evidence. — Under sub-seetion ( 2 ) it is 
required that the evidence shall ordinarily be recorded in the form 
•of a narrative, but that the Magistrate may, in his discretion, take 
down any particular question or answer. But mere irregularities in 
the mode of recording evidence will not, unless failure of justice has 
been occasioned thereby, vitiate the trial. Thus, where a Presidency 
Magistrate recorded certain portions of the depositions of some of the 
witnesses which were of a more or less formal nature in the form of 
indirect narration as “p. XV. 4 speaks to tko identification by P. W. 1 
of some of the jewels," and “p. w. 3 proves his signature to the search 
lists," it was held that the trial was not vitiated, as this mode of 
recording evidence occasioned no failure of justice. 1 But w.kere in 
recording the examination-in-chief of two witnesses the Magistrate 
merely recorded the words “corroborates P. W. 1,” it was held that 
what is required is not merely the opinion of the Magistrate regarding 
ike evidence given by the witnesses but a correct record of the evidence 
given by them, that the Magistrate had failed to follow the directions 
given by this section so far as these witnesses were concerned and that 
the conviction could not be uphold. 2 

3. Memorandum of the substance of the examination of the 
accused. — Sub-section (2A) which was newly added in 1923 requires 
the Presidency Magistrates to record the substance of the examination 
of the accused in appealable cases. Simultaneous with the introduction 
of this sub-section, sub-s. ( 4 ) of s. 3G4 was amended so as to make the 
provisions of s. 364 as to the recording of the examination of the 
accused inapplicable to Presidency Magistrates in appealable cases. 

7. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 180 (181) : 56 Bom 200 : 33 Cri L Jour 404. (7 Cri L Jour 
194, dissented from,) 

Note 4 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 1197 (1198) : 18 Cr L J 336, In re Gulab Ghand . 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 623 (624) : 41 Cri L Jour 40, Ghulam Dastgir v. Emperor. 
(It is for the appellate Court to deoide whether the evidence contradicts or corro- 
borates other evidence.) 


Section 362 
Notes 3-5 
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Section 362 
Notes 5-9 


Thus, in appealable cases Presidency Magistrates need only make a 
memorandum of the examination of the accused and are not required 
to take down the examination of the accused in the manner provided 
in s. 364. As to why this new sub-section was introduced, the Select 
Committee say : 

“In order to meet difficulties that Lave arisen, we have introduced a sub- 
section (2A) laying down that Presidency Magistrates, in cases subject to appeal, 
shall make a memorandum of the substance of the examination of the accused, 

There is no provision as to the mode of recording the examination 
of the accused in non-appecilable cases, which are now severely left 
alone confined to the protection that S, 370, by its own terms, would 
afford. Thus in non -appealable cases the only record of the examination 
of the accused is what is filled up under clause (f) of S. 370. As to the 
manner of filling up of this column, however, S. 370 is silent and it has 
been held that in a case where the accused, both at the time he took 
the plea and when he was examined, denied that he committed the 
offence, the entry “denies” is sufficient . 1 

6. Framing of charges by Presidency Magistrates. — Sub- 
section (4) which has been newly added relieves Presidency Magistrates 
from the duty of framing charges in non-appealable eases. But in 
appealable cases where charges have to be framed under s. 254, the 
Presidency Magistrates are bound to frame charges . 1 Thus, to try an 
accused for an offence punishable under S. 420/75 of the Penal Code r 
without framing a charge, is a defect of procedure, for, S. 254 applies to 
Presidency Magistrates and it is mandatory. 

7. Sentence of imprisonment — Meaning of. — See Notes under S. 411. 

8. Sentences on conviction for several offences at the same 
trial. — Sub-section (3) provides for cases where at the same trial 
sentences for conviction for several offences are passed. The Select 
Committee observed : "It is provided that when sentences in excess of 
one are passed which are ordered to run concurrently, -it is the heaviest 
sentence that determines the applicability of S. 362.” 1 The one exception 
to the rule that sentences passed under S. 35 are to be considered as 
one is the case when the sentences passed are sentences of imprisonment 
ordered to run concurrently. 

9. Right of parties to get copies of depositions. — Parties to 
criminal proceedings are entitled to get copies of depositions taken by 
Presidency Magistrates. Where on the dismissal of a complaint the 
complainant asked for copies of depositions, and they were refused, the 
High Court under s. 45, Specific Relief Act, had those records sent for and 
kept with the Registrar so that the party might take copies of them . 1 

Note 5 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 406 (406): 56 Cnll067: 80Cr.L.J.526,Sadagarv. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal S65 (865): 33 Cr. L. J. 82S, Eaghubir Kliahar v. Emperor ► 

Note 8 

1. Statements of Objects and Reasons (1914). 

Note 9 

1. (’ll) 11 Ind Cas 499 (499) (Cal), Emperor v. Sailcndra Nath Muker jee. (Party 
applying for certified copies of Presidency Magistrate’s notes,) 
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363 /' When a Sessions Judge or Magistrate 
Remarks respecting has recorded the evidence of a 
demeanour of witness, vritness, he shall also record such 
remarks (if any) as he thinks material respecting the 
demeanour of such witness whilst under examination. 


Synopsis 

1. Remarks on demeanour of witness. 

2. Remarks on substance of deposition of witness. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 
Appellate Court's duty to consider facts 
independently. See Note 1. 


Attestation of Magistrate as to physical 
capacity of witness to answer. See 
Note 1. 

Demeanour not sure test. See Note 1. 
Demeanour of accomplice. See Note 1. 


Demeanour when material. See Note 1. 
Improbabilities and discrepancies. See 
Note 1. 

Note as to credibility after whole evi- 
dence taken. See Note 2. 

Note as to falsity of witness during 
examination — Ground for transfer. 
See Note 2. 


1. Remarks on demeanour of witness. — A mere record of the 
deposition of a witness in a language different from that in which it 
was deposed and in a narrative form is but a very imperfect representa- 
tion of what passes between a witness and a counsel, more especially 
in cross-examination . 1 It cannot give the look or the manner of the 
witness, his hesitation, his doubts, his variation of language, his 
confidence; or precipitancy, his calmness or consideration. It has 
therefore been said that “it is, in short, or it may he the dead body of 
the evidence without its spirit which is supplied when given openly or 
orally to the ear and to the eye of those who receive it .” 2 This “spirit” 
which is “supplied ... to the ear and to the eye” consists in the 
manner in which the evidence is given or in the language of this section 
“demeanour. . . whilst under examination.” This demeanour may be 
such as is not calculated to inspire confidence , 3 4 or it may be such as to 
lead to the inevitable conclusion that the witness is perjuring himself/ 
It is for this reason that when the credibility of a witness turns upon 
his manner and demeanour , 5 or where the issue is simple and depends 

*1882 :S. 363; 1872 ; S. 341; 1861 : S. 267. 


[Gee also (’81) 8 Cal 166 (170) : 10 C L B 190, Empress v. Dinonath Boy. (All 
prosecutors whose charges are dismissed by the Presidency Magistrate are en- 
titled under S. 170 of the Presidency Magistrates’ Act (IV of 1877) to obtain 
copies of, order of and depositions made before, the Magistrate,)] 

Section 363 — Note 1 


1. (’74) 21 Suth W R Cr 13 (14), Queen v. Madhub Cliander Giri Mohunt. 

2. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 3 (3, 4): 3 Beng L R App Cr 20, Queen v. Bishonath Pal. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 769 (770): 30 Cri L Jour 825, Avibar Ali v. Emperor. 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 58 (59), Beas Singh v. Eltedu Mian, (No Court is entitled 
to discard evidence on grounds which are merely speculative ) 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 PC 29 (30, 31):4Rang 513 (PC), Kyi OhMg. v. Ma Thct Pon. 
(But not where he is disbelieved on inherent probabilities of story.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Rang 200 (200), Ma Lon Ma v. S. B. M. M. B. M. Firm. (Where 
finding is based upon supposed discrepancies Court of first appeal can give its 
own findings.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 35 (39): 39 Ind Cas 666 (671): 39 All 426, Mauladad Khan v. 
Abdul Sattar. (But other circumstances may warrant appellate Court in differing 
from trial Court even on question of fact turning on credibility of witnesses 
whom the Court has not seen.) 


Section 363 
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Section 363 on the credit which attaches to one or other of conflicting witnesses , 0 or 
Note 1 where the evidence is all oral and its credibility is a matter of opinion , 7 
the opinion of the Magistrate who heard and saw the witnesses is not 
lightly set aside and it may even be said that it is generally taken as 
conclusive. Thus, where a Sessions Judge of experience stated that the 
demeanour of the eye-witnesses was evasive, that they inspired him 
with no confidence and no man could be convicted on their testimony, 
the appellate Court could not and would not accept the evidence of 
those eye-witnesses as true, unless the appellate Court is assured in 
the most positive and convincing manner that the criticism of the 
Sessions Judge was not justified . 8 The High Court was prepared to 
accept the evidence of a girl of six years who was the only eye-witness 
to the murder as the Sessions Judge stated that “her evidence was 
given without hesitation and without the slightest suggestion of 
tutoring or anything of that sort .” 0 The demeanour of witnesses whilst 
under examination is thus very important on the question of credibility 
of oral evidence and hence the Magistrate or the Sessions Judge, as the 
case may be, is required by this section to record such remarks as he 
thinks material regarding the demeanour of the witnesses, so that the 
appellate Court might take these remarks into consideration in assessing 
the value to be attached to the oral evidence adduced in the case. 

While the appellate Court should be guided by the remarks made 
by Magistrates about the demeanour of the witnesses, yet it is bound 
to, independently, consider the facts of the case . 10 As a matter of fact, 
where the opinion of the lower Court is based not so much on the 
demeanour of the witness as on the inherent improbabilities of the 
story deposed to , 11 or the supposed discrepancies in the case as put 
forward by a party , 12 the appellate Court is in as good a position as 
the Magistrate, Sessions Judge or the trial Court to note the impro- 
babilities or the discrepancies, and hence is not very much bound by 
the opinion of the trial Court. 

Unsatisfactory demeanour, however, is not always a sure indication 
•of falsehood. It has been said that it is dangerous to reject on the 
ground of unsatisfactory demeanour statements in themselves probable 
made under the sanction of an oath by witnesses of good reputation . 13 

6. (’15) AIR 1915 P G 1 (2): 39 Bom 386 : 42 Incl App 110 (P C), Bombay Cotton 
Manufacturing Co. v. Motilal Sliivlal. 

7 . (’14) AIR 1914 Lab 427 (431): 15 Ori L Jour 203, Emperor v. Bishcn Singh. 

8. (’14) AIR 1914 Lab 427 (429, 431): 15 Cr.L.J. 203. Emperor v. Bishcn Singh. 
(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 781 (787) : 1904 Pun Re No. 7 Or, Emperor v. Chattar Singh. 

(Indications o£ error in judgment of acquittal ought to be clearer and more 
palpable.) 

9. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 109 (110, 111): 22 Cr.L.J. 417: 6 Pat L J 147, Fatu Santal 
v. Emperor. 

10. (’98) 1S9S Pun Re No. 0 Cr, p. 15 (18), Moula Balcsli v. Empress. (Sessions 
Judge perplexed by difficulties and incongruities of case upholding conviction on 
ground that appellate Court should not interfere with finding of first Court un- 
less it is clearly erroneous. Held, judgment of subordinate Judge must be set aside 
and appeal heard do novo.) 

11 . (’26) AIR 1926 P C 29 (30): 4 Rang 513 (P C), Kyi Oh Mg.v. Ma ThctPon. 

12. (’27) AIR 1927 Rang 200 (200), Ma Lon Ma v. S. B. M. M. B. M. Firm. 

13 . (’09) 9 Cri L Jour 261 (264): 1 Sind L R 20, Crown y. Fazul Muhammad, ■ 
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Nor is good or satisfactory demeanour always a real test of truth. 
A good demeanour on the part of an accomplice cannot be sufficient 
corroboration of his evidence. Impressions as to demeanour of an 
accomplice “are too ephemeral in their character to take the place of 
corroboration in material particulars to make the testimony of an 
accomplice worthy of credit.” 11 

The attestation of a Magistrate that at the time the deposition of 
a certain witness was taken, he was in such a weak state of mind that 
the Magistrate was unable to proceed with his examination and that 
the witness could not answer more than two questions is prima facie 
proof of those facts and can be put before the jury. 15 

2. Remarks on substance of deposition of witness. — A 

Magistrate is not authorized under this section to record any remarks 
about the credibility or the substance of the deposition of the witness 
until the whole evidence has been taken. 1 The reason is that this will 
amount to prejudging the case and the parties are entitled to claim 
■that he shall not do so until the case has been fully and finally 
presented to the Magistrate by the parties or their counsel after the 
-entire evidence has been recorded. 2 Where a Magistrate, while recording 
the evidence of a witness, made a note not only as to his demeanour, 
but also that he had not spoken the truth, it was held that there was 
sufficient ground for transfer of the case to some other Magistrate. 3 


364 .* (1) Whenever the accused is examined 
of Hc'cusedhow ^y any Magistrate, or by any Court other 
recorded. than a High Court established by Royal 
Charter or the Chief Court of Oudh, or the Chief Court 


* Code of 1882 : S. 364 — Same as that of 1898 Code. 

Code of 1872 : S. 346. 

346. Whenever an accused person is examined, the whole of such examination, 
Examination of ac- including every question put to him and every answer 

_ _ « _ muon hu him elm II ho voenivl art m ftill onW chnll lm 

-cused now recorded . 


-or add to his answers. 


given by him, shall be recorded in full, and shall be 
shown or read to him, and he shall be at liberty to explain 


When the whole is made conformable to what he declares is the truth, the 
•examination shall be attested by the signature of the Magistrate or Sessions Judge, 
who shall certify under his own hand that it was taken in his presence and in his 
hearing, and contains accurately the whole of the statement made by the acoused 
•person. 


14. (’25) AIR 1923 Oudh 1 (4): 27 Oudh Cas 40: 25 Cr.L.J. 49, Mannav. Emperor. 

15. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 51 (51), Queen v. Rasookoollah. 

Note 2 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 975 (978) : 10 Lah 778 : 30 Cri L Jour 129, SiTcandar Lai 
Puri v. Emperor. 

-(’83) 2 Weir 435 (436), In re Palani Nadan. 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 975 (978) : 10 Lah 778 : 30 Cri L Jour 129, Sikandar Lai 
Puri v. Emperor. 

3. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 480 (480): 26 Cri L Jour 852, Golam Bari Gazi v. Yar Ali 
Klian. (Pungent remarks on conduct of witness — Transfer was directed.) 

'.See also S. 526 Note 5. 


Section 363 
Notes 1-2 


Section 364 
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Section 365 of Sind the whole of such examination, including every 
question put to him and every answer given by him, 
shall he recorded in full, in the language in which he 
is examined, or, if that is not practicable, in the 
language of the Court or in English : and such record 
shall he shown or read to him, or, if he does not 
understand the language in which it is written, shall 
he interpreted to him in a language which he under- 
stands, and he shall he at liberty to explain or add to 
his answers. 

(2) When the whole is made conformable to 
what he declares is the truth, the record shall be 
signed by the accused and the Magistrate or Judge of 
such Court, and such Magistrate or Judge shall certify 
under his own hand that the examination was taken 
in his presence and hearing and that the record con- 
tains a full and true account of the statement made 
by the accused. 

(3) In cases in which the examination of the 
accused is not recorded by the Magistrate or Judge 
himself, he shall be bound, * * * as the examination 
proceeds, to make a memorandum thereof in the 
language of the Court, or in English, if he is suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the latter language ; and such 
memorandum shall be written and signed by the 
Magistrate or Judge with his own hand, and shall be 
annexed to the record. If the Magistrate or Judge is 
unable to make a memorandum as above required, he 
shall record the reason of such inability. 


In case' in which the examination of the accused person is not recorded by 
the Magistrate or Sessions Judge himself, he shall be bound, ns the examination 
proceeds, to make a memorandum thereof in the vernacular of the district, or in 
English, if he is sufficiently acquainted with that language; and such memorandum 
shall be written and signed by the Magistrate or Sessions Judge with his own 
hand, and shall be annexed to the record. If the Magistrate or Sessions Judge is 
precluded from making a memorandum as above required, he shall record his 
inability to do so. 

The accused person shall sign or attest by his mark, such record. 

***** 


Code of 1861 ; S. 205. 

205. The examination of the accused person, including every question put 
Eraminatimi of the to him nnd evel T answer given by him, shall bo recorded 
7 j A i in full, and shall be shown or read to him, and he shall 
recorded * ,e at liberty to explain or add to his answers; and when 

‘ ! ‘ !l ' the whole is made conformable to what he declares is the 

truth, the examination shall be attested by the signature of tho Magistrate, who 
shall certify under his own hand that it was taken in his presence and in his hearing, 
and contains accurately the whole of the statement made by tbo accused person. 
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(4) Nothing in this section shall he deemed to 
apply to the examination of an accused person under 
section 263 or in the course of a trial held by a Presi- 
dency Magistrate. 

In sub-s. (1) the words "or tlic Chief Court of Ouclli” wore inserted by the 
Oudli Courts (Supplementary) Act, 32 of 1925. Tho words “or the Chief Court of 
the Punjab” and the words “or the Chief Court of Lower Burma" were repealed 
by the Repealing and Amending Acts 18 of 1919 and 11 of 1923 respectively. 

The words “or the Chief Court of Sind” wero inserted by the Sind Court 
(Supplementary) Act 34 of 192G which Act came into force on the loth of April 
1910 [see Sind Government Gazette, Notification (Homo Department, Political) 
No. 1499 11/39 dated 28th March 1940.) 

In subs. (3) the words “unless lie is a Presidency Magistrate” after tho 
words "be bound” were omitted and in subs. (4) the words “or in tho course of 
trial held by a Presidency Magistrate” at the end, were substituted for tho words 
"or S. 3G2 sub-s. (2A)” by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Second Amendment) 
Act 37 of 1923. The words “or S. 3G2 sub-s. (2A)” were originally inserted by tho 
Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act 18 of 1923, 


Synopsis 


1. Scope and applicability of the 

section. 

2. Record of examination should 

be full. 

3. Language of the record. 

4. “Shall be shown or rend or 

interpreted to him.” 

5. “To explain or add to his 

answers.” 


6. The record shall be signed. 

7. “Shall certify under his own 

hand.” 

8. Sub-section (3). 

9. Sub-section (4). 

10. Non-compliance with the sec- 
tion — Effect of. See S. 533 and 
Notes therto. 


Other Topics 

Examination in handwriting of Magis- 
trate not needed. See Note 8. 

Irrelevant questions and answers thereto. 
See Note 2. 

Questions and answers to be recorded in 
full. See Note 2. 

Record of confessions in different lan- 
guage. See Note 3. 

Record of exact words. See Notes 2 and 3. 

Refusal to sign by accused. See Note G. 


( miscellaneous ) 

Section obligatory. Sec Note 4. 

Section 1G4. See Note 1. 

Section 202, enquiry. See Noto 1. 
Signature and not handwriting of ccrti- 
fieato. See Note 7. 

Signature not in immediate presence. 
Sec Note G. 

Whole examination to bo conformable 
to truth according to accused. See 
Note 5. 


1. Scope and applicability of the section. — This section 
prescribes the manner in which the examination of an accused person 
(under s. 342) is to be recorded, 1 but is not applicable to the following 
cases : 

(1) Where the person examined is not an accused person, 2 c. <j., a person 
examined under s. 202 of the Code. 3 

( 2 ) Where the accused is not examined at all and a note is made by 


Section 364 
Note 1 



Section 364 — Note 1 

1. (’02) 4 Bom L R 4G1 (462), Emperor v. Nagar Purshotam. 

(1900) 1900 All W N 183 (183), Queen-Empress v. Jagannath. (Case under the 
Prisons Act.) 

[See also (’75) 23 Suth W R Or 16 (10), Queen v. JetooQ 

2. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 316 (317, 318) : 17 Cri L Jour 195 : 39 Mad 977, In re 

Eamaniyamma. “ 

3A(’0G) 3 Cri_L Jour 138 (140)': 32 Oal 1085 : 10 Cal W N 51. SaENarain 
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Section 36$ 
Notes 1-2 


the Magistrate that the accused is unwilling to be examined and 
on that ground is not examined . 4 

(3) Where the accused is examined under S.2G3 (summary trials ), 5 or in 
the course of a trial held by a Presidency Magistrate: see sub-s. (4)- 
By virtue of sub-s. (2) of S. 164, a confession recorded under that 
section is to be recorded in the manner prescribed by this section. 6- 
See also the undermentioned case . 7 

2. Record of examination should be full. — The whole 
examination of an accused person including every question put to him 
and every answer given by him must be recorded in full . 1 As far as. 
possible the record should be made in the exact words used by him . 2 
The section does not except even irrelevant questions from being, 
taken down. The Magistrate or Court is responsible for putting such, 
questions, but if they are put, they must be recorded as also the 
answers given . 3 Even where the accused gives an answer, but says that 
it should not be taken down in his statement, the Magistrate should- 
record it under this section . 4 

4. (’17) AIR 1917 Sind 24 (24) : 11 S L R 52 : 18 Cr.L.J. 913, Emperor v. Dosn. 

5. (’36) 37 Cri L Jour 109S (1100) : 165 Ind Cas 154 (Cal), Banl:a Nath v. Abdul 
Eadir. (Summary trials — Record of statements in English at close of prosecu- 
tion case — This is sufficient.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Sind 193 (193) : 36 Gri L Jour 1484, Dcvjimal v. Emperor. 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Nag 186 (190) : I L R (1940) Nag 232 : 41 Cri L Jour 757, In re- 
Dinanath Ganpat Rai. (Statements made by accused to Magistrate cannot be used 
against them unless they had been formally recorded as confessions under S. 164 
read with S. 364.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Mad 316 (317) : 17 Cri L Jour 195 : 39 Mad 977, In re Rama- 
niyamma. (Inculpatory statements by person not treated as an accused nor 
subsequently tried for any offence is not a confession — Failure to record it in the. 
manner prescribed in S. 364 does not preclude its being used in evidence.) 

(’83) 18S3 All W N 243 (243), Empress v. Gajadhar. 

(’87) 1SS7 Pun Re No. 52 Cr, p. 139 (141), Buta v. Empress. 

7 . (’35) AIR 1935 Oudh 416 (420) : 36 Cri L Jour 927, Sheo Prasad v. Emperor.. 
(Section does not apply where no evidence has as yet been produced against the- 
accused.) 

Note 2 

1. (’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 166 (170) : 32 Cri L Jour S54, Mata Din v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 109 (113, 114) : 6 Pat- L J 147 : 22 Cri L Jour 417, Fatu 

Santal v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 16 (45) : 1915 Pun Re No. 17 Cr : 16 Cri L Jour 354, Bal~ 
mookand v. Emperor. (This matter, however, is not of very great importance.) 
(’02) 4 Bom L R 461 (462), Emperor v, Nagar Pnrshotam. 

(’69-70) 5 Mad H C R App iv (iv). 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 40 (41) : 45 Mad 230 : 23 Cr. L. J. 6S0, Tangcdupallc Pcdda- 
Obigadu v. Pullasi Pcdda. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 651 (652) : 36 Cri L Jour 447, Ramsakhia v. Emperor. (In- 
completeness of record — Effect.) 

2. (’25) AIR 1925 Cal 575 (576) : 52 Cal 403 : 26 Cri L Jour 761, Emperor v.. 
Nani Mandat. (Questions put not disclosed — Retrial was ordered.) 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 54 (55), Queen v. Moonsai Bibee. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 999 (1000), Emperor v. Abdul Eossain. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 489 (490) : 62 Cal 1127 : 36 Cri L Jour 1460, Sailabala Dost- 
v. Emperor. (Especially when a statement is made in answer to questions but by 
the Court under S. 342.) 

3. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr L 3 (3). 

4 . (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 279 (282) : 56 Bom 434-: 33 Cri L Jour 613, Wasudeo- 
Balwant v. Emperor. 
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3. Language of the record. — The examination of an accused 
person should be taken down in the language in which the person is 
examined, the object being to represent the very words and expressions 
used so ns to ensure accuracy and prevent misrepresentation or mis- 
construction of what was said. 1 If, however, such a record is not 
practicable, the law directs that the statement or confession shall he 
recorded in the language of the Court or in English. 2 

As to the effect of non-compliance with this rule with regard to 
the record of confessions, see Notes under s. 583. 

4. “Shall he shown or read or interpreted to him.” — It 

is obligatory on the Court to show or read the record of the statements 
of an accused person to him or to have it interpreted to him if it is in 
a language not understood by him, so that he might be assured that 
his words have been correctly taken down and, if necessary, have it 
corrected. 1 

In the undermentioned case 2 the statement of tho accused was 
not read over to him and his signature taken immediately after the 
close of the prosecution but when this was brought to the notice of 
the Magistrate the accused was given an opportunity of malting a- 
further statement although it was not asserted that tho original- 
statement was not correct. It was hold that the trial could not be 
impeached as being illegal. See also Notes under S. 842. 


Note 3 


1. (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 425 (42G) : 38 Cr. L. J. 169, Jagannalh Salt v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 575 (576) : 52 Cal 403 : 26 Cri L Jour 761, Emperor v. Nani- 

Mandal. (Examination under S. 342.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 642 (660), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba. (Do.) 

(’75) 21 Suth W R Cr 54 (55), Queen v. Moonsai Bibcc. (Do.) 

(’93) 1893 Rat G33 (633) Queen-Empress v. Surmal (Do.) 

(’72) 4 N W R H C R 16 (22), Queen v. Bhccbce Ecc. (Confession.) 

[Sec (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 405 (407) : 37 Cr.L.Jour 955 : 12 Luck 261, Mahomed 
Anis v. Emperor. (Practice of receiving written statements from accused con- 
demned.)) 

[See also (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 1G3 (170) : 19 Pat 301 : 41 Cr. L. J. 533, Emperor 
v. Kommoju Brahman. (Where a Magistrate has not recorded tho confession 
in the language of the accused though ho could have done so, but has recorded 
it in English the defect is curable under S. 533.)] 

2. (’94) 21 Cal 642 (059, 660), Queen-Empress v. Sagal Samba. (Examination. 

under S. 342.) 

(’88) 15 Cal 595 (607, 608) (F 33), Queen-Emprcss v. Nilmadhub Milter. (Do.) 

(’90) 17 Cal 862 (870), Jai Narayan Bai v. Queen-Empress. (Do.) 

(’91) 1891 All W N 55 (56) Queen-Empress v. Bachanna. (Confessions.) 

[See (’80) 5 Cal 826 (829), Empress v. Vaimbilcc.'] 


Note 4 

1; (’37) AIR 1937 Oudh 425 (425,426) : 38 Cr.L. 1.169,/ agannath Salt v. Emperor. 
(Conviction set aside, there being nothing to show that the statements were read, 
out to the accused.) . ' 

/.'oil avt> S a l G , al 403 : 26 C!r,L - J >761 > Emperor v. Nani Mandal. 

( 21) AIR 1921 Pat 109 (113, 114): 6 Pat L J 147: 22 Cri L Jour 417, Fatu Sanial 
v. Emperor. 

C,^ 3 ) 1923 Pat 13 (15, 16) : 24 Cri L Jour 497, Emperor v. Dewan Kahar. 

(Statement of accused not read over to accused — Statement is inadmissible in. 
evidencB ) 

(’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 49 (50), Queen v. Mt.Niruni. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 29 (30), Queen v. Kala Chand. 

2. (’36) 37 Cr. L. J. 1089 (1089) : 165 I.C. 150 (Cal), Jogendra Nath v. Babindra^ 


Section 36£. 
Hotes 3-4. 
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Notes 0-8 


5. “To explain or add to Ms answers." — When the record 
of an examination of an accused person is shown or read over to him, 
he is entitled to explain or add to his answers, 1 so that the whole shall 
be made conformable to what the accused declares to be the truth. 2 It 
is the statement as finally declared by him to be true that is to be 
accepted as representing his statement. 3 

6. The record shall he' signed. — The record of the examination 
of an accused must be signed both by the accused and by the Magis- 
trate or Judge making the record. 

The signature of the accused person to a statement should be made 
in the immediate presence of the Magistrate himself. To take a signa- 
ture in an adjoining room before a cleric, and not in the Magistrate’s 
immediate presence, is not a proper compliance with the provisions of 
the section. 1 

As to the effect of refusal by the accused to sign, see Note 10. 

7. “Shall certify under his own hand.” — The certificate need 
not be in the handwriting of the Magistrate or Judge. It is sufficient if 
it is under his hand only, i. e. signed by him. 1 When duly recorded, the 
certificate is sufficient prima facie proof of such examination and it i3 
to be presumed that the proceedings were regular. 2 

8. Sub-section (3). — The examination need not be taken down 
in the Magistrate’s oion handier i ting. It is enough if it is taken down 
in his presence and hearing. 1 In such cases, however, the Magistrate is 
bound to make a memorandum of the examination in his own hand 
and annex it to the record. 


Note 5 

1. (-29) AIR 1929 Lab 382 (384) : 10 Lab 223 : 29 Cr. L. J. 7G9, Fakir Singh v. 
Emperor. (Magistrate while examining nccused under S. 342, putting questions 
by way of cross-examination and not allowing accused to add to bis statement 
when read out to him under S. 361 — Circumstances justified transfer.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 109 {113, 114) : G P L J 147 : 22 Cr. L. J. 417, Fntu Sanial 
v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 575 (57G) : 52 Cal 103 : 2G Cri L .Tour 761, Emperor v. Xani 
Mandal. (Examination under S. 342 — Only indications contained in order sheet 
— Questions put not disclosed — Retrial was ordered.) 

2. (’02) 4 Bom L R 461 (462), Emperor v, Xajar Purushotam. 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Lab 382 (384) : 10 Lab 223 : 29 Cr. L. ,T. 769, Fahir Singh v. 
Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’94) 1S94 Rat GST (GST, GSS), Queen-Empress v. Bhika. 

Note 7 

1. (1900) 1900 All W N 203 (204), Empress v. Bias AH. 

(’67) S Sutb IV R Cr 55 (56), Queen v. Rczza Hossein. 

2. (’71) 15 Sutb WRCrGS(G8, 69) : 7 Beng L R AppG2 , Queen v.Goshto Ball Dutt. 
(Attestation at the foot of examination is sufficient proof of such examination.) 

(1S64-G6) 2 Bom II C R Cr 125 (125, 120), Ren. v. Timmi. 

(’G9) 11 Sutb W R Cr 39 (39) : 7 Beng L R 67», Queen v. Jaga Poly. 

Note 8 

1. (’97) 21 Boin 495 (500), Queen-Empress v. Ftsram Bdbaji. 

(’73) 20 Sutb W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Lucky Narain Butt. . 
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9. Sub-section (4). — Sub-section ( 4 ) provides that this section 
shall not apply to two classes of cases — 

(1) Cases coining under S. 2G3, i. e. eases tried summarily. 1 

( 2 ) Cases tried by a Presidency Magistrate. 

Before the amendment of the Code in 1923, the procedure as to the 
recording of an examination of the accused applied to all Magistrates 
including Presidency Magistrates and it was held that it was obligatory 
upon the Presidency Magistrates to record the examination of the 
accused in the manner provided by the section, but that it was desirable 
that the Legislature should relieve the Presidency Magistrates altogether 
from this obligation. 2 The amending Acts of 1923 gave effect to this 
view and omitted the words “unless he is a Presidency Magistrate” in 
anh-s.(3) and added the words “or in the course of a trial held by a 
Presidency Magistrate” in sub-s.(4) and sub-s.(2A) to S. 3G2, in order 
“10 make it clear that in cases where an appeal lies, the Presidency 
Magistrate shall take down a memorandum of the examination of the 
accused person as provided by tho new sub-s.(2A) of S. 8G2 and that in 
non -appealable cases no record of the examination of the accused need 
be made.” 

Thus the effect of sub-section ( 4 ) as amended is that : 

(l) In the case of Presidency Magistrates, no record of the examination 
of the accused need be made in non-appealable cases and only a 
memorandum of the examination need be made in appealable cases. 

{ 2 ) In the case of Magistrates other than Presidency Magistrates, the 
examination must be recorded in full ns provided by the section in 
all cases except those that come under s. 2G3 and in cases under 
s. 2G3, the examination must be recorded but need not be in fitll 
as provided in this section. In other words, some notes must be 
made of the examination of an accused person in a summary trial 
if he is examined. 3 

10. Non-compliance with the section — Effect of. — See S. 533 and 

Notes thereto. 


Note 9 

1. (’3G) 37 Cr.L.J. 1098 (1100) : 165 I.C. 154 (Cal), Banlta Nalh v. Abdul Kadir. 
(Summary trial — Record o£ statements in English at close of prosecution case — 
Fact that vernacular statement is not put in till after conclusion of trial does 
not vitiate trial.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 42 (43) : 28 Gr.L. J. 76, BhawaniBliil: v. Emperor. (Charge 
under S. 379, Penal Code.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 369 (370) : 6 Pat 504 : 28 Cri L Jour 1037, Parsotim Das v. 
Emperor. (Offences under S. 121, Indian Railways Act.) 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Bom 290 (291, 292) : 46 Bom 441 : 23 Cr. L. J.45, Emperor v. 
Gulab Jan. (Summons case — Omission to examine accused as required by S. 342 
held vitiated conviction.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375, 37G) : 45 Bom 672 : 22 Cri L Jour 17, Fernandes 
v. Emperor. (Words “if any" used in cl. (f) do not control S. 342.) 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Oudh 16 (17) : 36 Cri L Jour 1303 : 11 Luck 461, Emperor v. 
Earuna Shanher. 


Section 364 
Notes 9-10 


Ofl** 1 OQ 
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Section 366 


365.* Every High Court established by Royal 
Record of Charter and the Chief Courts of Oudh and 
High 'court! Sind shall from time to time, by general 
rule, prescribe the manner in which evidence shall be 
taken down in cases coming before the Court, and 
the evidence shall be taken down in accordance with 
such rule. 

The word “and” after the word “charter” was omitted hy the Lower Burma 
Courts Act, VI of 1900. The words “the Chief Court of the Punjab” and the words 
“the Chief Court of Lower Burma” were repealed hy the Repealing and Amending- 
Acts XYIII of 1919 and XI of 1923 respectively. The word “shall” was substituted, 
for the word “may” and the words “and the evidence .... such rule” at the end 
were substituted for the words “and the Judges of such Court shall take down the 
evidence or the substance thereof in accordance with the rule (if any) so prescribed” 
by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, XVIII of 1923. 

The words “and the Chief Court of Oudh” were inserted by the Oudh Courts 
(Supplementary) Act XXXII of 1925. 

The words “Courts of Oudh and Sind” were substituted for the words “Court 
of Oudh” by the Sind Courts (Supplementary) Act, XXXIV of 192G which Act came 
into force on 15th April 1910 [see Sind Government Gazette Notification (Horne 
Department, Political) No. 1499H/39 dated 28fh March 1910.] 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

Of the Judgment. 

366.1* (1) The judgment in every trial in any 
Mode of deliver- Criminal Court of original jurisdiction 
in g judgment. shall be pronounced, or the substance 
of suck judgment shall be explained, — 

( a) in open Court either immediately after the 

termination of the trial or at some subse- 
quent time of which notice shall he given 
to the parties or their pleaders, and 

(b ) in the language of the Court, or in some 

other lansnasp which the accused or his 
pleader understands : 

Provided that the whole judgment shall he read 
out hy the presiding Judge, if he is requested so to do- 
either hy the prosecution or the defence. 

(2) The accused shall, if in custody, he brought 
up, or, if not in custody, be required hy the Court' to 
attend, to hear judgment delivered, except where his- 

* 1882 : S. 365; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 
i 1882 : S. 366; 1872 : Ss. 211, 462; 1861 — Nil. 
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personal attendance during tlie trial has been dispensed 
with and the sentence is one of fine only or he is 
acquitted, in either of which cases it may he delivered 
in the presence of his pleader. 

(3)25 o judgment delivered by any Criminal Court 
shall be deemed to be invalid by reason only of the 
absence of any party or his pleader on the day or from 
the place notified for the delivery thereof, or of any 
omission to serve, or defect in serving, on the parties or 
their pleaders, or any of them, the notice of such day 
and place. 


(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed to 
limit in any way the extent of the provisions of 
section 587. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope and applicability of tbe 
section. 

2. “Judgment," meaning of. See 

Notes to Ss. 367 and 369. 

3. Delivery of judgment cannot be 
delegated. 

4. Judgment must be pronounced. 

5. Substance of judgment to be 
explained. 

6. Effect of loss of records. 


7. “In open Court.” 

8. Time of pronouncing judgment. 

9. Pronouncing predecessor’s judg- 

ment. 

10. Presence of accused when pro- 

nouncing judgment — Sub-sec- 
tion (2). 

11. Sentence or release to be after 
judgment. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous ) 


Absence of accused — Judgment — Whe- 
ther illegal. See Note 10. 

Bench of Magistrates — Presiding offi- 
cer’s judgment in absence of other 
members — Not proper judgment. See 
Note 3. 

Judgment — Not in Court hall — Not 
necessarily illegal. See Note 7. 

Judgment — To be pronounced only after 
termination of trial without delay. See 
Note 8. 


Judgment — Before pronouncement is 
inoperative and can bo altered. See 
Note 4. 

Loss of records — Judge can write judg- 
ment from memory. See Note 6. 

Magistrate — On leave or transferred 
cannot pronounce judgment. See Note 3. 

Section 366 — Not applicable to orders 
in trials. See Note 1, 

Section 366 and S. 367 — Provisions must 
be obeyed. See Note 1 and S. 367. 

Sentence — To follow judgment — Breach 
of rule. See Note 11. 


4. Scope and applicability of the section. — This and the 
following sections deal with judgments in trials. This section deals 
with the mode of delivering a judgment and the next section with the 
language and contents of such judgments. 

The requirements of this section and the next are not mere matters 
of form; the provisions are based upon good and substantial grounds 
of public policy and must be obeyed . 1 


Section 366 
’ Note 1 


Section 366 — Note 1 

1. (’92) 14 All 242 (272) : 1S92 AWN 83, Queen-Empress v. Ear Gobind . 
See also S. 367 Note 1. 
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Section 366 
Notes 1-7 


The section does not apply to orders which are not judgments in 
trials. Thus, the section is not applicable to an order under S, 195 of 
the Code 2 or to an order dismissing a complaint under s. 203. 3 

2. “Judgment,” meaning of. — See Notes to Sections 367 ancl 3G9. 

3. Delivery of judgment cannot be delegated. — The judgment 
must be pronounced by the Judge or Magistrate who held the trial. 
The latter cannot delegate this function to others. 1 A Magistrate, who 
has gone on leave, or who has been transferred to another district and 
has handed over charge, has no jurisdiction to pronounce judgment in a 
trial held by him. 2 Where the Court consists of a Bench of Magistrates, 
a judgment prepared and delivered by the presiding officer in the 
absence of the other members of the Bench is not a proper judgment. 3 

4. Judgment must be pronounced. — The section specifically 
requires that every judgment ought to he pronounced by Court in 
accordance with the section. 1 Till then it is inoperative as a judgment 
and is nothing more than the private expression of an opinion by the 
Judge which can be changed and altered. 2 See also S. 350 Note G. 

5. Substance of judgment to be explained. — It is not 
obligatory on the Court to pronounce the whole of the judgment. It is 
enough if the substance of such judgment is explained. Where, however, 
the prosecution or the defence requests the Court to read the whole of 
the judgment the presiding officer should comply with the request. 

6. Effect of loss of records. — Where a portion of the material 
records in a case is lost, it is open to the Judge to re-write the judgment 
from memory and from the materials before him and place it on 
the record. 1 

7. “ In open Court. ” — The judgment should be ordinarily 
pronounced in open Court. Where, however, a judgment is pronounced 

2. (’04) 1 Cr. L. .T. 9G9 (970) : G Bom L R 897 (899), In re Nagappa Suti/appa. 

3. (’0G) 4 Cr. L. J. 234 (284, 235) : 1900 Upp Bur Rul Cr P C 49, King-Emperor 
v. Kga Scin Gui. 

Note 3 

1. (’S9) 1SS9 All W N 181 (184), Emp>rcss v. Jia Lai. 

2. (’SI) 3 All 563(565): 1881 AWN 37 (FB), Empress of India v. Anand Sarup. 
(’32) AIR 1932 All 5S2 (5S2) : 34 Cr. L. J. 112, Bam Batan v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 192 (193) : 25 Cr. L. J. 192, Jagat Bandhu v. Jagabandhu. 
(Order under S. 145.) 

(’79) 1879 Pun Re No. 20 Cr, p. 59 (GO), Empress v. Sharif. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 310 (310) : 3G I. C. 842 (843) : IS Cr. L. J. 10, Chandra 
Kishorc v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 55 (55) : 50 Cal 6G4 : 24 Cr. L. J. 4S9, Baislinab Gharan Das 
v. Amin Ali. (S. 350 does not give Magistrate jurisdiction to deliver judgment 
written by bis predecessor.) 

See also S. 12 Note 7 and S. 350 Note G. 

3. (’2S) AIR 192S Mad 1172 (1173) : 52 Mad 237 : 29 Cr. L. J. 973, Bamalcotiah 

v. SuUba Bao. See also S. 265 Note 2. 

Note 4 

1. (’92) 14 All 242 (272) : 1892 A W N S3, Quccn-Emprcss v. Hargobind. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Lab G92 (694) : 31 Cr, L. J. 675, Silcandar Lai v. Emperor. 
(’92) 1892 -All W N 157 (157), Empress v. Abdul Majid. 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 5G2 (5G3) : 21 1. C. 1G2 (All), Bamdliir Bai v. Emperor. 

Note 6 

1. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 1038(1039) : 14 Cr. L. J. 595 (59G) : 38 Mad 498, Kamalc- 
sliainma v. Emperor. 
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by, a Magistrate in his private house instead of in the usual Court ball 
by reason of bis illness, tbo judgment is not necessarily illegal and will 
not be set aside in tbe absence of proof of prejudice . 1 

8. Time of pronouncing judgment. — Tbe judgment should 
be pronounced only after tbo closing of tbo case; if pronounced 
before, it is a nullity . 1 But there should bo no unreasonable delay in 
pronouncing tbe judgment after tbe closing of tbo case. Such delay is 
not only unjust to tbe accused as it prevents them from appealing 
against tbe sentence, but is also opposed to the general principles of law . 2 

9. Pronouncing predecessor's judgment. — See No(o G to Section 350. 

10. Presence of accused ■when pronouncing judgment — 
Sub -section (2). — Where tbo accused was not required to attend to 
bear the judgment delivered and could not be so required as be bad 
absconded before judgment, it was held by tbo Higli Court of Lahore 
that tbo judgment pronounced in bis absence was wholly illegal and 
should be set aside . 1 See also the undermentioned case . 2 Where an 
accused person absconded before judgment and on bis re-arrest, tbo 
Magistrate re-pronounced tbe judgment which be bad pronounced in 
bis absence, it was held that tbe defect was one which was cured under 
S. 537. 3 It has been seen in Note 10 to s. 205, that where the accused is 
convicted and tbo sentence is not one of fine only, the Court must, 
under sub-s. (2) of this section, direct tbe personal attendance of the 
accused for bearing tbe judgment. 

11. Sentence or release to he after judgment. — A sentence 
in tbe case of conviction, or a direction to set tbo accused at liberty in 
tbe case of an acquittal can only follow tbo judgment and not precede 
it. A breach of this rule is, however, only an irregularity which can 
be cured under the provisions of S. 537. 1 Tbe High Court of Patna lias, 

Note 7 

1. (’GG) 1 Agra Cr 17 (18), Government v. Holascc Singh. 

Note 8 

1. (’32) 1932 Mad W N 048 (G49), Srinivasachariar v. Emperor. 

2. (’92) 5 C P L R Cr 24 (24) Empress v. Baldco. 

Note 10 

1. (’27) AIR 1927 Lab 870 (870) : 28 Cri L Jour 971, Abdullah v. Emperor. 

2. (’70) 7 Bom H C RCr 31 (34), Reg. v. Ragha Naranji. (When tbo proceedings 
in a case tried by a Subordinate Magistrate are submitted undor S. 277 (corres- 
ponding to present S. 349) to a District Magistrate to pass sentenco upon tbe 
accused, the accused is entitled to be present at tbo passing of sneb sentence be- 
fore the District Magistrate— The order so passed in bis absence is illegal.) 

3. (’87) 1887 Rat 325 (325), Quccn-Ejuprcss v. Gliotiram. 

Note II 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 All 6G0 (662): 55 All 886: 34 Cri L Jour 1036, Dhonda Kandoo 
v. Sitaram. (Distinguishing 14 All 242.) 

(’96) 23 Cal 502 (505), Tilalc Chandra v. Baisagomoff. 

(’94) 21 Cal 121 (126), Damu Senapali v. Sridhar Bajwar. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 457 (458, 459) : 11 Ind Cas 993 (Bom), Emperor v, Thavcr 
Issaji Boree. (Distinguishing 1 Bom L R 160.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 137 (137) : 25 Cri L Jour 705, Ata Ahmad v. Emperor. (Dis- 
senting from 14 All 242.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Mad 502 (503) : 45 Mad 913 : 23 Cri L Jour 583 (FB), Sanlcara- 
linga Mudaliar v. Narayana Mudaliar. 


Seotion 366 
Notes 7-11 



2054 


LANGUAGE AND CONTENTS OP JUDGMENT 


[CH.26. 


Section 366 however, in the undermentioned ease 2 held that pronouncing judgment 
Note 41 before completing the judgment makes the sentence illegal. The 
decision follows the view expressed in Queen-Empress v. Ear Gobind , 3 
which has been explained in later decisions of the Allahabad High 
Court. See section 537 Note 12 . 


Section 367 367 .* 00 Every such judgment shall, except 

judgment 56 co° f as °^ erw i se expressly provided by this 
tentsof judgment" Code, he written by the presiding officer 
of the Court or from the dictation of such presiding 
officer in the language of the Court, or in English; and 
shall contain the point or points for determination, 
the decision thereon and the reasons for the decision; 
and shall he dated and signed by the presiding officer 
in open Court at the time of pronouncing it and where 
it is not written by the presiding officer with his own 
hand, every page of such judgment shall he signed by 
him. 

(2) It shall specify the offence (if any) of which, 
and the section of the Indian Penal Code or other 
law under which, the accused is convicted, and the 
punishment to which he is sentenced. 

(3) When the conviction is under the Indian 
Judgment in Penal Code and it is doubtful under 

alternative. which of two sections, or under which of 
two parts of the same section, of that Code the offence 
falls, the Gourt shall distinctly express the same, and 
pass judgment in the alternative. 

(4) If it he a judgment of acquittal, it shall state 
the offence of which the accused is acquitted and 
direct that he he set at liberty. 

(5) If the accused is convicted of an offence 
punishable with death, and the Court sentences him 

* 1882 : S. 367; 1872 : Ss. 255, 287, 461, 463 ancflili 
1861 : Ss. 379, 380, 381, 429 and 430. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 103S (1039) : 14 Gri L Jour 595 (596) : 38 Mad 498, Kamalc- 
shamma v. Emperor. 

(’79) 2 Weir 438 (439). (A Magistrate passed sentence and then died before writing 
judgment — Held it was only an irregularity.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 77 (78):7 Rang 370:30 Or. L..T. 1166, Md. Hciyatx. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 610 (610): 12 I. C. 986:5 Sind L R 131, Emperor v.MoriaKhan. 
[But see (’92) 1892 All W N 157(157, 158), Queen-Empress v. Abdul Majid Khan. 
(’03) 27 Mad 237 (238), Bandanu Atchayya v. Emperor. 

(’09) 19 Mad L Jour 9 (NRC). 

2. (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 148 (149) ; S Pat 904:31 Cri L Jour 416, dhciriLo.lv, Emperor. 

3. (’92) 14 All 242 (272) : 1892 A W N 83. 
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to any punishment other than death, the Court shall 
in its judgment state the reason why sentence of 
death was not passed : 

Provided that, in trials by jury, the Court need 
not write a judgment, but the Court of Session shall 
record the heads of the charge to the jury. 

(6) For the purposes of this section, an order 
under section 118 or section 123, sub-section (3), shall 
he deemed to be a judgment. 

The words “or from the dictation of such presiding officer” and the words 

“and where it is not written he signed by him,” in suh-s. (1) and suh-s. (6) 

were inserted by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act XVIII of 1923. 


Synopsis 


1. Object and applicability of the 
section. 

la. Judgment — Meaning of. 

■2. Language of judgment. 

3. “ Written by the presiding 

officer.” 

4. Contents of judgment — General. 

5. Points for determination. 

G. “Decision thereon” — Appre- 
ciation of evidence. 

7. Reasons for decision. 

8. Remarks in the judgment. 

9. Offence to be specified. 

10. “Punishment to which he is 
sentenced.” 


11. “Shall be dated and signed by 

the presiding officer ... at the 
time of pronouncing it.” 

12. Judgment in the alternative — 

Sub-section (3). 

13. Judgment in cn3es of acquittal. 

14. Judgment in capital cases — 

Sub-section (5). 

15. Trial by jury — Heads of charge 
.- to the jury — Proviso, 

16. Judgment not in conformity with 

section — Procedure in appeal. 

17. Sub-section (6). 

18. Effect of non-compliance with 

the section. See Note 12 to S. 537. 


Other l^opics ( miscellaneous) 


Accused’s action — Open to two con- 
structions — Presumption of innocence 
to prevail. See Note G. 

•Alibi evidence. See Note G. 

Bench of Magistrates — President of 
Bench in minority — Member of majo- 
rity to write judgment. Sec Note 3. 
Circumstantial evidence — When suffi- 
cient. See Note G.. 

Discharge order — Not judgment. See 
Note la. 

Evidence ■ — Only quality and weight 
material — And not number of wit- 
nesses. See Note 6. 

^Evidence — Appreciation and effect — 
Difference in civil and criminal pro- 
ceedings. See Note 6. 

Binding of guilty — Some sentence neces- 
sary. See Note 10. 

•Guilt of accused — Onus on prosecution 
— To be proved in accordance with 
law. See Note G. 

Heads of charge — To be written soon 
after delivery of charge to jury. See 
Note 15. 


Judge — Not to act on matters not made 
evidence on record. Seo Note 6. 

Judgment — Not in English or Court 
inngungo — Only irregularity. See 
Note 2. 

J udgmont — Contents. See Notes G and 9. 

Judgment of acquittal — Detention of 
accused after pronouncement — Illegal 
— Formal warrant of release not neces- 
sary. See Note 13. 

Judgment not according to law — Do 
novo trial to be ordered. See Note 16. 

Legislative changes. See Notes 3 and 17. 

Medical witness, experts, etc. — Evidence 
not to be blindly nccepted. Seo Note 6. 

Prosecution evidence trustworthy — 
Failure to prove motive immaterial. 
See Note G. 

Section — Not applicable to orders on 
petitions. See Note 1. 

Sentence — Cannot bo postponed after 
judgment. See Note 10. 

“Sign” — 'Meaning. See Note 11. 

Signature — Not to be with stamp — But 
if with stamp, only irregularity. See 
Note 11. 


Section 367 
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Section 367 
Notes 1-3 


4. Objeot and applicability of the section. — As has been 
already mentioned in Note 1 to s. 360, the provisions of this section 
also are based upon good and substantial grounds of public policy. 1 

This section applies to such judgments as are referred to in s. 300, 
that is to say, to judgments in trials. 2 It does not apply to orders on 
petitions. 8 It has been held by the Chief Court of Oudb that this 
section has no application to appeals. 4 This view, it is submitted, is 
not correct as it goes against the express provisions of S. 424. See also 
section 424 and Notes thereon. 

As to whether the section applies to orders under ss. 118 and 123, 
see Note 17. 

la. Judgment — Meaning of. — The word “judgment” has not 
been defined in this Code. The wording of S. 300, as well as this section 
shows that the word “judgment” means a decision in a trial which 
decides a case finally so far as the Court trying the case is concerned, 
and terminating in either a conviction or acquittal of the accused. 1 
Thus, an order of discharge is not a final order and is not, therefore, 
a judgment within the meaning of the section. 2 For further discussion, 
see Notes 2 and 3 to S. 369. See also the undermentioned cases. 3 

2. Language of judgment. — The judgment should he written 
in the language of the Court or in English. 1 Writing the judgment in 
any other language is, however, only an irregularity which can he cured 
by the provisions of section 537. 2 

3. “ Written by the presiding officer. ” — Prior to the 
amendment in 1923 this section provided that the judgment must 
he written by the presiding officer. It was, therefore, held that the 
judgment should he written by the Court itself and not by somebody 
else to the dictation of the officer. 1 The amendment of 1923 now allows- 
such a procedure. 

Section 367 — Note 1 

1. (’92) 14 All 242 (272) : 1892 A W N 83, Queen-Empress v. liar gob ind Singh. 

2. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 969 (970) : 0 Bom L B 897, In rc Nagappa. (Order under 
S. 195 — Record of reasons not necessary.) 

3. (’72) 1872 Bat 61 (61), Beg v. Pandurang. 

See also S. 494 Note 5. 

4. (’40) AIB 1940 Oudb 369 (371) : 41 Cr. L. J. 711, Jodha v. Emperor. 

Note la 

1. (’01) 28 Cal 652 (660) : a C W N 457 (F B), Dwarka Nath v. Beni Madhab. 
(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 80(82) : 31 Mad 543 :4 I C 1113, Emperor v.Mahcswara Eondaya. 

2. (’01) 28 Cal 652 (660) : 5 C W N 457 (F B), Dwarka Nath v. Beni Madhab. 
(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 255(256) : 9 Bom L R 250, Emperor v. Nabi Fakira. (Though 

record of reasons is not compulsory, it is desirnble to record reasons.) 

(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 80 (82) : 31 Mad 543 : 4 I C 1113, Emperor y. Mahcswara Eondaya. 

3. (’40) AIB 1940 Oudh 396 (397) : 41 Cr. L. J. 725 (726), Emperor v. Madho 
Singh. (Order of appellate Court requiring trial Court to talce evidence of certain 
witnesses is not judgment.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 726 (733) : 6 C IV N 633 (F B), MirAliwad Hossciny. Mahomed Askari. 

Note 2 

1. (’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 162(163) : 4 C L J 232, Dhanukdhari Singh v. Harihar Singlu 
[See also (1865) 4 Suth W B Cr 19 (19), Queen v. Bhobunneshur Gossamy .] 

2. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 162 (163) : 4 C L J 232, Dhanukdhari v. Harihar. 

See also S. 537 Note 12. 

Note 3 

1. (’06) 4 Cr.L.J. 394 (395) : 4 C L J 411, Manik Lai v. Corporation of Calcutta. 
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Where in the ease of a trial by a Bench of Magistrates the 
President of the Bench is in a minority as to conviction or acquittal, 
the judgment should be written by some member of the majority . 3 
See also Notes 2 and 3 to section 2G5. 

4. Gontents of judgment— General. — This section requires that 
a judgment must contain the points for determination, the decision 
thereon and the reasons for the decision . 1 The object of these provisions 
is that a Criminal Court should consider the case before it in all its 
bearings and should, on such consideration, arrive at definite conclu- 
sions after considering the evidence in the case . 2 Thus, a judgment 
which consists of a few notes on the arguments of the counsel and a 
somewhat vague conclusion is no judgment at all . 3 But the section 
does not lay down any particular form which a judgment must take ; 
and a failure to strictly conform to the provisions of this section would 
be a mere irregularity curable under S. 537 if it can be gathered from the 
body of the judgment itself that there has been substantial compliance 
with the provisions of the section . 4 

Where there are separate trials, separate judgments must be 
recorded. Where, however, two eases are closely connected together, the 
Court may write a detailed judgment containing a complete recital of 
the facts in the more important of the two cases and it would not be 
objectionable to refer to such recital in the separate judgment recorded 
in the less important case. At the same time the Court should always 
be careful to see that evidence which is only admissible in one of the 
two cases is not referred to or put forward as a reason for a conviction 
or acquittal in the other case in which it is not relevant . 5 

(’91) 1891 Eat 545 (54G), Queen-Empress v. Lakshmi Bax. 

('91) Oudh Sel Cases No. 192 p. 248 (249), Queen-Empress v. Nanhu. 

2 . (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 197 (197) : 51 Mad 338: 29 Cr.L.J. 207, Lalammav. Emperor • 
(’26) AIR 1926 Mad 354 (355) : 27 Cri L Jour 90, In re Seetliaramayya. 

Note 4 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 113 (114) : 41 Cr. L. J. 724, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Nag 122 (122) : ILR (1936) Nag 217 : 39 Cr. L. J. 370, Sukhdayal 

v. Ml. Saraswati. 

2 . (’97) 19 All 506 (507) : 1897 AWN 142 (PB), Queen-Empress v. Fandch Bhat. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 180 (180): 34 Cri L Jour 163, Gul Sheru v. Emperor. (Inten- 
tion of S. 367 is that the Magistrate should direct his own attention to every 
material question of fact or law.) 

3 . (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 1054(1055):32 Cr.L.J. 252, Mahomed Balchsh v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’36) AIR 1936 Nag 160 (160) : ILR (1937) Nag 38 : 39 Cri L Jour 349, 

Bapurao v. Emperor. (Court instead of writing judgment merely recording 
order of a few brief sentences in order-sheet — No legal judgment.)) 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 122 (122): ILR (1936) Nag 217: 39 Cr.L.J. 370, Sxikhdayal 
v. Ml. Sarasivati. 

5 . (’20) AIR 1920 All 79 (79, 80) : 21 Cri L Jour 442, Bhola Nath v. Emperor. 
[See (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 56 (57): 27 Cr.L.J. 1164, Thangaya Nadar v. Emperor. 

(Where in a joint trial of several accused persons for various oSences, some 
triable by jury and others triable with the aid of assessors, the Judge summed 
np the case at some length to the jury. with regard to all the charges, but. when 
he came to write his judgment with regard to the charges triable by himself 
with the aid of assessors, he merely referred to the charge to the jury without 
giving any reasons for agreeing with the jury — Held, there was no. sufficient 
compliance with the requirements of S. 367 in respect of the offences triable with 
the aid of assessors and the judgment was therefore defective.)] 


Section 86? 
Notes 3-4 
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Section 367 
Notes 5-5 


A judgment once delivered cannot be supplemented by means of 
an explanation furnished to the superior Court . 0 

When a case is forwarded to a superior Magistrate under s. 349, 
with the opinion of the forwarding Magistrate, the superior Magistrate 
must write an independent judgment and cannot merely adopt the 
opinion of the Magistrate by whom the case was forwarded . 7 

It is undesirable to make a document, prepared by a party, part 
of a judgment unless the Court has checked the document and found 
it to be correct . 8 

A judgment should specifically set forth facts and orders necessary 
to give authority to the Court in the particular case . 0 

A judgment should not be unnecessarily long . 10 But it should be 
written in such a way that it would be easy to summarily dismiss an 
appeal against it on a perusal of the judgment alone . 11 

In a trial with the aid of assessors, merely recording a finding on 
facts and evidence as explained to the assessors in summing up the 
evidence to them is not sufficient compliance with tho section . 12 

5. Points for determination. — This section lays down that 
every judgment must contain the point or points for determination. 
To ascertain and define distinctly these points is the very ground stone 
of a sound and stable judgment . 1 A judgment w T hich does not set forth 
the points for determination is defective . 2 


[See also (’40) AIK- 1940 Cal 59 (59): 41 Cr.L.J. 247, Mrs. IF. Waughv. Emperor. 
(Counter cases — Magistrate using evidence in one case as evidence in other — 
Conviction based upon such evidence cannot be upheld.) 

(’97) 1 Cal W N 42G (427), Asimaddi v. Govinda Baidya.~\ 

6. (’OS) 7 Cri L Jour 312 (312) : 7 Cal L J 238, Jurahhan v. King-Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cal L J 524 (529) : 3 Cr.L.J. 1G0, Bamanaih Kalapahar v. King-Emperor. 
(’9S) 25 Cal 625 (G2G) : 2 C W N 289, Abhoy Gharan Das v. Municipal Ward 

Inspector. 

{'03) 7 Cal W N S59 (SG0), Madlm Sudan Das v. Sasti Prasad Nandy. 

[See (’01) 6 Cal W N 118 (120), Nazir Malita v. Hari Gharan. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 379 (379) : 32 Cri L Jour 18, Mani Krishna Sen v. Emperor. 
(Trying Magistrate is not entitled to make any suggestion or representation in 
the explanation which is not founded on the record before him.)] 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Oudh 35 (3G) : 39 Cri L Jour 1005, Lallu Bam v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 290 (290) : 20 Cri L Jour 444, Thahur Singh v. Emperor. 

•8. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 87 (89) : 47 Cal 154 : 21 Cri L Jour 38G, Kascm All v. 
Emperor. (Certain statements prepared by the Public Prosecutor.) 

9. (’87) 18S7 Rat 325 (32G), Qaccn-Emprcss v. Ycsliwant. (Mamlatdar is not an 
officer to whom under S. 12 of Act Y of 1879 the powers of a collector under S. 87 
of the Act are delegated.) 

*{’SG) 1S86 Rat 310 (310), Queen-Empress v. Kana. (S. 47 of Bombay Act Y of 
1879 does not make the possession of more than one gallon of liquor penal.) 

■(’GG) 1SGG Pun Re No. Ill Cr, p. 108 (108), Mahramon behalf of his brother Bah- 
wul. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 233 (239) : 5G Mad 231 : 34 Cr. L. J. 481, Narayana v. 
Emperor. 

11. (’93-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 626 (627), Nga Ngyin Baju v. Empress. 

12. (’09) 10 Cri L Jour 325 (334) : 3 I. C. 625 (Cal), Khndiram Bose v. Emperor, 

Note 5 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 89 (92) : 2S S L R 12 : 36 Cr.L.J. 53, Mitho v. Emperor. 

2. (’34) AIR 1934 Sind 89 (92) : 28 S L R 12 : 36 Cr. L. J. 53, Mitho v. Emperor. 
(When there are six several prisoners, accused of seven separate offences, it is a 
perfunctory and perilous compliance with the law to raise no more than one point 
for decision.) 
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6. “Decision thereon” — Appreciation of evidence. — Though 
the rules of evidence are the same in civil and criminal proceedings, 
there is always a marked difference between the effect and appreciation 
of evidence in the two cases. In civil cases a mere preponderance 
of probability or greater probative value is sufficient to warrant a 
conclusion; while in criminal cases, before the accused can be convicted, 
there should be such a moral certainty of Ins guilt ns convinces the 
mind of the tribunal as reasonable men, beyond the possibility of 
doubt or suspicion. 1 Thus, it is primarily the duty of the prosecution 
to establish the guilt of the accused to the satisfaction of the Court, 1 ® 
and it is certainly not the province or the duty of the accused to 
establish Ins own innocence. 2 The prosecution should establish the 
case against the accused by positive affirmative evidence of his guilt; 
and suspicion, however grave, does not take the place of proof. 3 Tho 

(’96) 1896 Bat 844 (845), Quccn-Emprcss v. Shidlingappa. 

[See (’91) 15 Bom 11 (12), lit re Shivai>pa.] 

[Sec also (’32) AIB 1932 Sind 143 (144) : 33 Cr.L.J. 900, Vdharam v. Emperor. 
(Court should sot forth points of decision in such a shape that at the first glance 
it nmy he apparent to itself and the appellate tribunal that nothing which is 
material has been overlooked.)] 

Note 6 

1. See (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 111 (113) : 19 Cri L Jour 344, Luchin v. Emperor. 
.(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 113 (114) : 30 Cri L Jour 789, Bamdayal v. Emperor. 

(’95) 1895 Eat 772 (773), Quccn-Emprcss v. Gancsh Bhihaji. (Court ought not 
to adjudge criminal case on mere probabilities as if it were a civil action.) 
la. (’26) AIR 1926 Lab 375 (37G) : 27 Cri L Jour 593, Emperor v. Sain Das. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 293 (294) : 59 Cal 13G : 33 Cr. L. J. 441, Trailohja Nath Das 
v. Emperor. (A Civil Court’s decision is not binding on a Criminal Court.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Oudli 373 (373) : 29 Cr. L. J. 763, Itameshrar v. Emperor. (Case 
for prosecution must be proved by evidence of crown witnesses and cannot be 
based on partial admission of accused in defence.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 372 (373)': 35 Cr. L. J. G6, Emperor v. Paramcslnvar Din. 
(The gravest suspicion is insufficient.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 321 (323):31 Cr.L. J. 1078:6 Luck GS, Bangilal v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 833 (833), Khurshid Chili v. Baniganj Municipality. 
(Where under an Act certain things arc required to bo done before any liability 
attaches to any person in respect of any right or obligation, it is for the person 
who alleges that the liability has been incurred to prove that the things pres- 
cribed in the Act have been actually done,)] 

[See also (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 299 (301) : 34 Cri L Jour 838, Nibar v. Emperor. 
(Where prosecution fails completely to prove motive, and evidence regarding 
commission of crime is not clear, accused cannot bo convicted.)] 

2. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 532 (534) : GO Cal 65G : 34 Cri L Jour 1059, Nishi Kanla 
Chatter ji v. Behari Kahar. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 553 (555) : 20 Cr. L. J. 253, Bam Sunder Sahay v. Emperor. 
(Prosecution cannot rely on weakness of defence.) 

(’66) 1866 Rat 5 (5), Beg. v. Jcnlioo. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Nag 123 (124) : 20 Cri L Jour 747, Guharsha Faliir v. Emperor. 
(A moral conviction of guilt is no sufficient foundation for a verdict of guilty, 
unless it is based on substantial facts which lead to no other reasonable conclu- 
sion than that the person charged is guilty.) 

3. (’31) AIR 1931 Lab 406 (408) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1049, Amarnath v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIB 1923 Lab 42 (43) : 26 Cr. L. J. 2S, Surat Singh v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR. 1914 Oudh 275 (278) : 15 Cr. L. J. 643 : 17 Oudh Cas 276, Abbas Guli 
Khan v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 148 (151): 34 Cr. L. J. 498: 8 Luck 301, Baton v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lali 862 (864) : 29 Cr. L. J-. 532, Lila Bam v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Pat 112 (113) : 30 Cr. L. J. 835, Basudeb Mandar v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 84 (86) : 31 Cr. L. J. 141, Emperor v. Soopi. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 272 (273) : 9 Lah 531 : 29 Cr. L. J. 481, Dula v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 321 (323) : 31 Cr.L.J. 1078 : G Luck 68, Bangi Lai v. Emperor. 
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Section 367 onus cast on the prosecution is not discharged by any absence of 

Note 6 explanation or weakness on the part of the accused , 311 or even by the 


(’15) AIR 1915 Low Bur 115 (118): lCCr.L.J. 25(28 ),Nga Po Thcinx. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Pesli 28 (30) : 34 Cr. L. J. 38G, JRahmat Shah v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lali G93 (G94) : 3G Cr. L. J. 778, Sardar Ahmad v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 146 (151): 19 Cr. L. J. 789, Bilbaran Singh x. Emperor. (Con- 
duct of accused in giving false name and false residence on arrest is not sufficient 
in itself for conviction.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lali 581 (590) : 28 Cr. L. J. G25 , BarkaH v. Emperor. (Mere fact 
that accused was last seen with deceased together, even coupled with strong 
motive for crime, is not sufficient proof of guilt.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 195 (195, 19G): 33 Cr. L. J. 501, DilaBam x. Emperor. (Mere 
motive cannot he considered as sufficient evidence of the commission of a crime 
by a particular person.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 74 (75) : 28 Cr. L. J. IIS, Arjan v. Emperor. (Do.) 

(’20) AIR 192G Lah 88 (90): 7 Lah 84: 27 Cr.L. J.709, Bannun x. Emperor. ( Do.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 All 394 (395) : 34 Cr. L. J. 754, Mi. Gajrani x. Emperor. (Do.) 
3a. (’24) AIR 1924 All 299 (300) : 25 Cr. L. J. 327 : 40 All G4, Umed Singh v. 
Emperor. (Accused’s conduct may nfieet his credibility but cannot affect his right 
to compel prosecution to prove its case.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 3G1 (361) : 32 Cr. L. J. 1233, Mela Bam v. Emperor. (Prose- 
cution cannot derive merit from failure of defence to cross-examine witnesses or 
even to take part in proceedings.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 All 24 (25) : 23 Cri L Jour 193, Bamhit v. Emperor. (Because 
accused loses his head or gets frightened and docs not tell truth, he cannot on 
that account be prosecuted.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lali 243 (244) : 33 Cr. L. J. 411, Jlayat v. Emperor. (Murder — 
Two persons seen together and shortly afterwards one of them found to have been 
murdered — No onus rests on survivor to explain how deceased met with his death.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudli 22G (228): 8 Luck 397: 34 Cr.L. J. 935, Ear Da pal v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudli 257 (258) : 31 Cr. L. J. GG1, Bamamnrthi v. Jai Indra 
Bahadur Singh. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 78 (88) : 2G Cr. L. J. 225 : 27 Oudh Cas 18S, Him Lai v. 
Emperor. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 352 (353) : 2 A L J 411, Abdul CTanni v. King-Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 333 (338): 8 Luck 570: 35 Cr.L. J. 45, Baian Lai x. Emperor. 
(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 390(395): 2S Bom 533: G Bom Lit 379, Emperor v. Banhalram. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Oudh 1G0 (174) : 20 Cr. L. J. 4G5, Sushil Chandra v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Nag 257 (259, 2G0) : 29 Cr. L. J. 5G1, Ml. Shevantlii x. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 3G5 (3G7) : 24 Cr. L. J. 42G, Bamudu Ayyarx. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Nag 87 (SS) : 23 Cr. L. J. 345, Domar Singh x. Emperor. (Omis- 
sion of true and available defence — Substitution of falsehood — Magistrate’s duty is 
to find out guilt or innocence of accused and not to decide about soundness of plea.) 
(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 553 (555) : 20 Cr. L. J. 253, Bam Sunder Sahay v. Emperor. 
(’94) 1894 Rat G8G (GSG), Queen-Empress x. Jcthmal Karayan. (Prisoner on his 
trial is merely on the defensive and owes no duty to anyone but himself.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 871 (875) : 35 Cr. L. J. 137, Emperor v. Bai Singh. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah SOS (80S) : 35 Cr. L. J. 69, Piran Dilta v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 111 (112) : 7 Sind L R 109 : 15 Cr. L. J. 497, Isarsing 
Sawansing x. Emperor. (But where onus is discharged, the duty is cast upon 
the accused to explain himself.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 289 (292) : 19 Sind L R 71 : 2G Cr. L. J. 1003, Bahadur 'v. 
Emperor. (Do.) 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 222 (234) : G I. C. 51 (Mad), In re Chuhhapalli Eamayya. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 323(325) : 51 Cal 418: 25 Cr. L. J. 77G, Mamfru x. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Pat 257 (2G0) : 28 Cr. L. J. 497, Devcndra v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Sind 85 (87) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1265, Buhshan v. Emperor. (But when 
a prima facie case is made out, the presumption of innocence is displaced and 
the force of suspicious circumstances is augmented, when accused offers no ex- 
planation.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 95 (97) : 16 Cr. L. J. 152, Lachman Das v. Emperor. 

[See (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 211 (215) : 24 Sind L R 252: 31 Cr. L. J. 1046, Bahsho 
v. Emperor. (General criminality of tribe cannot be imputed to the individual 
members.) 
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fact that the defence put forward by the accused was found to be false . 1 

It is not only necessary that the guilt of the accused should be 
proved beyond a possibility of doubt but also that it should be proved, 
strictly in accordance with law . 5 Thus it is improper for a Judge to 
make inquiries after a case is closed and to act upon statements and 
matters not made evidence on record . 5 Similarly, he ought not to 


(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 534 (53G) : 4 Pat L J 289 : 20 Cr. L. J. 376, Ram Prasad 
ISlaht on v. Emperor. (Prosecution story believed to be in substance unfounded 
Judge can in bis discretion determine whether he believes witnesses.)] 

4. (*1G) AIR 191G All G3 (G4) : 17 Cri L Jour 23 (24), Abdul Azi: v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Lah 89 (90) : 22 Cri L Jour 595, Hari Ram v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 95 (97) : 1G Cri L Jour 152 (151), Lachlnnan Das\. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 282 (283) : 2G Cri L Jour 949, Nath a Singh v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 42 (43): 2G Cri L Jour 393, Tabri v. Emperor. (The fact that 
the accused made an effort to concoct false evidence of an alibi does not go to 
prove that he committed the offence charged.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 940 (947) : 35 Cri L Jour 79, Parbhu v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 584 (584) : 12 Ind Cas 848 (LB), Ei/aw Hla U v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 531 (532) : 23 Cri L Jour 220, Gouri Narain v. Tilbiharam 
Chclri. (Prosecution case false — Accused is entitled to acquittal whether his 
defence be true or false.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal G03 (G05) : 34 Cri L .Tour 1073, Tarapada Mi Ira v. Emperor. 

See also S. 25G Note 10 and S. 290 Note 5. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Pat 40G (408), Dhannu Rcldar v. Emperor. 

(’32) 33 Cri L Jour 514(510) : 137 Ind Cas 290 (Oudh), Puttu v. Emperor. (Where 
evidence is unreliable and appears to have been manufactured to prove prosecu- 
tion storv, it cannot form basis of conviction.) 

(’32) 33 Cri L Jour G77 (677) : 138 Ind Cas 704 (Lab), Shcr Md. v. Emperor. (Sus- 
picion entertained by police-officer cannot be treated ns evidence ngninstneoused.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 676 (67G) : 2G Cr. L. J. 1042, Bishambhar Nath v. Emperor. 
(Matters irrelevant to charge ngainst accused should be eliminated.) 

6. (’28) AIR 1928 Lah 1 (3) : 9 Lah 537 : 29 Cri L Jour 815, Chiranji Lai v. 
Emperor. (Magistrate consulting his superior in disposing of bail application.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 125 (131) : 29 Cri L Jour 212, Taj Muhammad v. Emperor. 
(Magistrate holding private conferences with prosecuting officers in respect of 
case he had to adjudicate.) 

(’89) 1889 All W N 181 (184), Empress v. Jia Lai. (Judge, after close of trial and 
taking opinions of assessors, discussing mental condition of accused with Civil 
Surgeon out of Court.) 

(’85) 1885 All W N 31 (31), Empress v. Indar Singh. (Accused charged of rape — 
Judge, after trial, ascertaining age of girl from her father who produced horo- 
scope of her birth.) 

[See (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 37 (38) : 27 Cri L Jour 1112, Jai Singh v. Emperor. 
(Conviction cannot be based on police-officer’s report when ho has not been 
examined.) 

(’87) 1887 All W N 54 (54), Empress v. Hardewa. (Magistrate in determining 
guilt or sentence allowing himself to be impressed by vague and general consi- 
derations unsupported by any proof.) 

(’85) 1885 All W N 264 (265), Empress v. Sarfaraz Ali. (Magistrate making 
inquiries of various people while making local inquiry.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 36 (39) : 34 Cr.L.J. 36, Jagadesh Narain Tcioari v, Emperor. 
(In dealing with trials of criminal cases extraneous considerations are to be 
excluded.) 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 28 (28), Queen v. Ram Churn Kurmolcar. (Sessions Judge 
should not import into his judgment opinion of assessor derived from personal 
knowledge and unsupported by evidence on record.) 

(’70) 7 Bom H C R Cr 50 (54), Reg. v. Yyanhatrav Srinivas. (Magistrate should 
not import into case before him previous knowledge of character of accused.) 
(’70) 1870 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 16 (17), Crown v. Ghusseeta. (Magistrate in his 
judgment referring to something that was told to him verbally.) 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 321 (325) : 3 Ind Cas 622 (Lah), Muzammal v. Emperor. 
(It is improper to introduce private opinion of a person in judgment.)] 
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allow himself to bo influenced by proceedings which have taken place 
in another trial , 7 or by evidence taken in any connected case or 
proceeding before him . 8 Before recording a conviction the Court has 
not only to satisfy itself that the facts constituting the offence have 
been established, but also to see whether tho proved or admitted facts 
bring the case within any of the exceptions which take the case out of 
the purview of the offence . 8 Especially in cases where the accused 
specifically raises such a plea, such as the right of private defence, the 
exact circumstances justifying the act should bo established . 10 

In considering the effect of the evidence adduced, regard should 
bo had only to the quality and weight of tho evidence adduced and 
not to the number of witnesses examined . 11 Thus, it is open to tho 


7. (’S5) 1S85 All W N 28 (29), Empress v. Z an war Hussain. 

(’2G) AIR 1920 Cal 915 (94G) : 53 Cal 171: 27 Cri L Jour 975, Surcndra Nath 
v. J anki Nath. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 181 (182) : 31 Cri L Jour 71G, Emperor v. Kanhaiya. 

(’25) AIIl 1925 All 443 (144) : 2G Cri L Jour 9S1, Din Dayal v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 923 (9241 : 29 Cri L Jour 734, Shco Karan v. Emperor. 

8. (’85) 1835 All W N 28 (29), Empress v. Zauwar Hussain, 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lab 923 (924) : 29 Cri L Jour 734, Shco Karan v. Emperor. 

9. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 34G (348): 5G Cal 1013:31 Cr. L. J. 3G9, Muhammad Ghal 
v. Fade y Karim. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Lah 314 (315) : 22 Cri L Jour 507, Gulam Basul v. Emperor. 
(Right of privato defence established on evidence, though accused set up different 
defence.) 

[See (’04) 1 Cri L Join- 300 (303) :8CW N 421, Holland Bombay Trading Co. 
v. Buhtcar Mull. (Under S. 48G, Penal Code, onus is on accused to bring him- 
self within exceptions to the section.)] 

10. (’23) AIR 1925 Rang 133(134):2GCr. L. J. 409:2 Rang 558 ,Kga PoEx. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 78G (78S) : 28 Cri L Jour 838, II azitra Singh v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 470 (471): 15 Ind Cas 310 (Mad), Yccranna Nadan v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 321 (32G):2S Cri L Jour 334, Adam AH Taluhdar v. Emperor. 
(’ 2G) AIR 192G Pat433 (434):27 Cr. L. J. 1322:5 Pat 520, Farman Khan v. Emperor. 

11. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 3GG (3G7):21 Cri L Jour 33, Brahmdco Singh v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 192S Mad 1135 (113G) : 29 Cr L Jour 1041, Muhammad Salta Boio- 

thcr v. Emperor. (No criminal Court is justified in brushing aside the docu- 
ments, to which the accused are parties when the accused themselves file those 
documents in Court along with their statements.) 

(’14) AIR 1914 Lah 5G5 (5G6): 1G Cr. L. J. 2GG (2G7), Sardar Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(Held that in the case of unnatural offence under S. 377, Penal Code, conviction 
can safely be based on uncorroborated testimony of the boy if it is not otherwise 
doubtful.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Oudli 115 (115) : 22 Cr. L. J. G47 : 24 Oudh Cas 225, Gur Din v. 
Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 501 (501) : 27 Oudh Cas 327 : 2G Cr. L. J. 530, Bahadur v. 
Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 All 3G2 (3G3) : 53 All 598 : 32 Cr.L.J.7S0, Arjttn Singh x.Emperor. 
(Evidence of even one witness is sufficient for conviction on charge of perjury.) 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 295 (29G) : 20 Cri L Jour 292, Aziz v. Emperor. (Conviction 
on single witness’s evidence — Evidence must bo free from all doubt.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 88 (91), Ajodya Prasad v. Emperor. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Lah 322 (322) : 19 Cri L Jour 940, Galipot v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 892 (893) : 32 Cri L Jour 444, Bam Saran Das v. Emperor. 
(Policeman’s testimony, like that of every other witness must bo judged on its 
own merits.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 158 (160) : 3G Cri L Jour 10S, Hayat Mohammad v. Emperor. 
(Witnesses being friends or relations of each other is insufficient for discredit- 
ing their testimony.) 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 223 (224) : 92 Ind Cas 175 (Lah), Pali v. Emperor. (It is not 
safe to base conviction on interested and contradictory evidence.) 

[, Sec (’21) 3 Lah L Jour 482 (484), Nura v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 19?3 Pat 519 (519) : 24 Cri L Jour 3G0, Bhangi Dubcy v. Emperor, 
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Court in its judgment to rely on the evidence of a particular person 
even though such person may be interested , 12 or to discard the evidence 
of a number of witnesses on the ground of their unreliability . 13 The 
Court should exercise great care in Considering and giving weight to 
the evidence of accomplices (see section 337 Note 17), or to retracted 
confessions of accused persons, (see Notes 18 and 19 to s. 164.) "Where a 
part of the evidence of a witness is found to be false, the Court should 
not accept the other parts of his evidence to base a conviction thereon, 
unless such evidence is corroborated by other independent evidence . 11 
Especially in capital cases the evidence of persons who have resiled 
from their former statements should not be relied upon . 13 The Court 


(’28) AIR 1928 Pat 9S (100) : 28 Cr. L. J. 90G, Jogi Bant v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lab 42 (42) : 20 Cr. L. J. 393, Tabri v. Emperor.] 

12. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal G45 (GIG): 31 Cr.L.J. 1225, Haripado Baidi/a v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1186 (1190) : 51 Mad 956: 30 Cri L Jour 317 (FB), Vccrappa 

Goundan v. Emperor. 

(’29) 1929 Mad IV N 587 (590), Kumaraswami Asari v. Emperor. 

(’75) 24 Suth W R Cr 18 (18), Gobinda Suain v. Narain Baoot. 

[Sec (’31) AIR 1931 Lali 529 (530): 32 Cr. L. J. 1032, Miron Baksh v. Emperor. 
(Eye-witness not coming forward immediately investigation begins — His testi- 
mony should not be disregarded on tbat ground alone.) 

(’26) 8 Lab L Jour 144 (140), Gandasingli v. Crown. 

13. {See (’25) AIR 1925 Lab 397 (39S): 26 Cri L Jour 1335, Naicab v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 436 (436): 30 Cri L Jour 941, H amir a Singh v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 874 (874): 28 Cri L Jour 43, Dalip Singh v. Emperor.] 

14. (’33) AIR 1933 All 314 (318) : 55 All 379: 34 Cr. L. J. 6S9, Shuhul v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 38 (47) : 32 Cri L Jour 522, Mahla Singh v. Emperor. 

(’27) 28 Cri L Jour 185 (186) : 99 Ind Cas 857 (Lab), Ehcri v. Emperor. 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 723 (726), Viswanatha Ay gar v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Nag 43 (44) : 28 Cri L Jour 186, Mt. Yashodi v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 401 (402) : 34 Cri L Jour 765, Man Singh v. Emperor. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Cal 98 (99) : 16 Cr. L. J. 411 (412) : 42 Cal 784, Hari Krishna v. 
Emperor. (It is dangerous precedent to convict a man on evidence of people who’ 
are found to be untruthful, without corroboration.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 33 (35) : 25 Cri L Jour 141, Laxman v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 331 (332) : 18 Cri L Jour 639 (639), Jagdco Bai v. Kali Bai. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Oudb 460 (463) : 32 Cri L Jour 94, Gcndan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lab 797 (798), Sardul Singh v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 406 (408), Dhannu Bcldar v. Emperor. 

[Sec (’32) AIR 1932 Lab 424 (425) : 33 Cri L Jour 744, Sanwal v. Emperor. 
(Accepting evidence of eyewitnesses against some accused but not against others 
does not necessarily vitiate Judgment.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudb 59 (61) : 34 Cr. L. J. 243, Bam Adhin v. Emperor. (Prose- 
cution witnesses considered unreliable in case of some accused — Their evidence 
must be closely sifted as regards others.)) 

{S'cc also (’29) AIR 1929 Oudb 248 (250) : 4 Luck 705 :31 Cr.L.J. 181, Dwarha 
v. Emperor. (Witnesses altering statements in Sessions Court to fit evidence in 
Magistrate’s Court — Evidence must be carefully scrutinized.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 352 (354) : 45 All 300 : 24 Cr. L. J. 526, Klictal v. Emperor. 
(The fact tbat a witness makes mistakes in identification is no reason for 
discrediting bis evidence in other matters.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Cal 558 (562) r 16 Cri L Jour 424 (428) : 42 Cal 313, Meredith v. 
Sanji Bani Basi. 

(’18) AIR 1918 Pat 536 (537) : 19 Cri L Jour 877, Bhalali v. Emperor.] 

[See however (’14) AIR 1914 Lab 93 (94) : 15 Cri L Jour 148, Lahka Singh y. 
Emperor. (Evidence distrusted as regards one accused should not be disregarded 
altogether.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Pat 384 (385) : 10 Pat 590 : 33 Cri L Jour 111, Leda Bhagat v. 
Emperor.] 

15. (’25) AIR 1925 Mad 879 (880) : 27 Cr.L.J. 18, Ayyamperumal Pillair. Emperor,. 
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"Section 367 should not accept blindly the evidence o£ medical men , 10 or experts , 17 

Note 6 or identification evidence , 18 to outweigh the testimony of respectable 

eye-witnesses: nor should the Court base its judgment on its own 
theories unsupported by evidence , 10 or on personal knowledge 20 or on 


16. (’24) AIR 1924 Bom 457 (459), Siddubai v. Nilappagauda. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Cal 116 (120): 50 Cal 100, Saradindn Nathv. Sudhir Chandra Das. 

17. (’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 413 (415) : 26 Cri L Jour 929 : 29 Oudh Cas 1, Girdhari 
Lai v. Emperor. (Corroboration o l expert’s evidence is necessary.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lab 490 (490) : 33 Cri L Jour 593, Prabh Dial v. Emperor. 

(’12) 13 Cri L .Tour 563 (564) : 15 Ind Cas 979 (Lab), Jalal-ud-din v. Emperor. 
(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 353 (355) : 2 A L J 444, Srikanl v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 73(75): 1 Pat 242:23 Cr.L.J. 638, Basari H a jam v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’33) 1933 Lab 5G1(5GG) : 34 Cr.L.J. 735, Diwan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lab 210 (211): 30 Cri L Jour 52, Dilcdad v. Emperor. (Evidence 
of thumb-impression expert is valuable.)] 

[But sec (’30) AIR 1930 Lab 667 (608) : 31 Cri L Jour 877, Sarada v. Emperor. 
(Finger-print expert.)] 

18. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal 820 (821) : 28 Cri L Jour 874, Emperor v. Irjan. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 99(102): 7 Luck 552 : 33 Cr.L.J. 381, Gajadharv. Emperor. 
(Evidence of identity based on personal impression should he approached with 
considerable caution.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 49 (49, 50) : 34 Cri L Jour 382, Tula v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 295 (296): 25 Cri L Jour 1125, Din Dayal v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lab 724 (725) : 29 Cri L Jour 697, Sullah v. Emperor. (Identi- 
fication marks told to witness before identifying accused — Subsequent identi- 
fication cannot be considered.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 299 (301) : 35 Cri L Jour 610, Chanan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Lab GG2 (6G2) : 26 Cri L Jour 19, Rchman v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Oudh 118 (120) : 18 Cri L Jour 456 (458), Kallu v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 55 (58) : 33 Cri L Jour 641, Nawal Kamal v. Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 149 (149, 150) : 30 Cri L Jour 456, Barman v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 475 (476) : 2 Low Bur Rul 206, Tha Hmu v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 641 (047) : 36 Cr. L. J. 121, Bhagat Bam v. Emperor. (Value 
of identification evidence must vary with the circumstances of each case.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 137 (138) : 25 Cr. L. J. 1272, Mahni v. Emperor. (Identification 
evidence cannot be accepted unless witness had picked out same person in identifi- 
cation parade.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 928 (929) : 31 Cri L Jour 206, Man Singh v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 74G (748) : 32 Cri L Jour 152, Abdul Jalil Khan v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 19 (20) : 5 Lah 396 : 27 Cr.L.J. 170, Lai Singh v. Emperor. 
[Sec also (’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 2S7 (287) : 34 Cr. L. J. 197, Shco SahaiY. Emperor. 
(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 946 (947) : 96 Ind Cas 49S (Lab), Banga Singh v. Emperor. 
(Track evidence.)] 

[Sec however (’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 196 (197) : 2 Luck 444 : 28 Cri L Jour 460, 
Mathura v. Emperor. (Evidence of identification is not by itself unsafe basis 
for conviction.) 

(’16) AIR 191G Lah 297 (297) : 17 Cri L Jour 156 (157), Nikka v. Emperor. 
(Identification of particular accused by witnesses to whom they were strangers 
is not valueless.)] 

19. (’24) AIR 1924 Pat 813 (815) : 25 Cri L Jour 724, Joharmal v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 All 45 (48) : 31 Cri L Jour 37, Mt. Bakhtawari v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lab 48 (48) : 18Cr.L. J. 490 (491): 1917 Pun Re No. 1 Cr, Emperor 

v. Buta Singh. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 611 (613) : 26 Cri L Jour 71, Supcrincndcnt <6 Remembrancer 
of Legal Affairs, Bengal v. Puma Chandra. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Oudh 460 (463) : 32 Cri L Jour 94, Gcndan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 167 (167) : 20 Cri L Jour 370, Alay Ahmad v. Emperor. 

(’86) 1886 All W N 20 (20), Empress v. Mahcshu. 

20. (’02) 6 Oudh Cas 204 (211), Sri Kishen v. King-Emperor. 

■(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 111 (115) : 20 Cri L Jour 289, Satruglian v. Emperor. 

(’19) AIR 1919 All 345 (347) : 20 Cri L Jour 283, Jai Narain v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 589 (589) : 6 Bom L R 480, In re D. Fonseca. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 99 (101): 1903 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, Nwdin v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Sind 127 (128): 25 Sind L R 213: 32 CriLJour 923, Shambhuram 
v. Emperor, 
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a hypothetical state of, facts which were never put forward by the 
prosecution and were never suggested to the accused as being the case 
he had to meet . 21 Mere suggestions by counsel in cross-examination, 
however ingenious, are of no evidentiary value unless accepted by the 
witness or proved by other evidence . 22 The evidence relating to alibi 
should be scrutinised very carefully . 23 

The standard of proof required in criminal cases does not vary 
with the magnitude or enormity of the crime , 24 though it is usual and 
prudent to observe the rule “the fouler the crime is, the clearer and 
plainer ought the proof of it to be .” 25 In cases based on circumstantial 
evidence, such evidence should be so strong as to point very clearly 
to the guilt of the accused . 25 It is of utmost importance in such cases 
that in order to justify an inference of guilt, the inculpatory facts 
should be incompatible with the innocence of the accused and incapable 
of explanation upon any other reasonable hypothesis than that of guilt . 27 


(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 1G6 (167): 25 Cri L Jour 80S, TF alii Muhammad v. Emperor. 
[See also (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 36 (39) : 34 Cr. L. J. 36, Jagadish v. Emperor.] 

21. (’10) 11 Cr.L.J. 245 (246): 5 Ind Cas 771 (Cal), Blianga Hadita v. Emperor. 
(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 1346 (1346) : 98 Ind Cas 466 (All), Bam Surat v. Emperor. 

22. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal 375 (377): 33 Cr.L.J. 725, Emperor v. Karimuddi Sheikh. 

23. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 791 (793) : 29 Cri L Jour 717, Public Prosecutor v. Chi- 
dambaram. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 369 (370): 34 Cr.L.J. 1146, Suraj Bahsh Singh v. Emperor. 
(Satisfactory evidence that man committed crime — Alibi evidence should be re- 
jected even if that alibi be supported by what, on surface, would appear to be 
satisfactory evidence.) 

24. (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 16G (168): 34 Cr. L. J. 808, Salu Mangan v. Emperor. 
(’18) AIR 1918 Cal 314 (31G) : 19 Cri L Jour 81, Ashraf Ali v. Emperor. 

25. (’20) AIR 1920 Pat GIG (620): 22 Cri L Jour 154, Ragliunandan v. Emperor. 

26. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 632 (635): 53 Mad 590: 31 Cr. L. J. 712, Shankaraliuga 
Thcvan v. Emperor. 

(’26) 27 Cri L Jour 1254 (1255): 98 Ind Cas 102, (Cal), Arajali v. Emperor. 

27. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 488 (490): 26 Cri L Jour 161, Baliali v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 251 (253):6Luck 658:32 Cr.L.J. 1184 , Gaya Prasadv. Emperor, 
(’29) 30 Cri L Jour 757 (759): 117 Ind Cas 348 (All), Emperor v. Abdul Aziz. 

(’28) 29 Cr. L. J. 289 (290) : 107 Ind Cas 774 (Lah), Gulam Rasul v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 440 (446) : 19 Cr. L. J. 187, Emperor v. Jagairam. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 674 (676) : 21 Cr. L. J. 278, Emperor v. Mt. Zohra. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Pat 616 (620) : 22 Cr. L. J. 154, Ragliunandan v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Nag 257 (261) : 29 Cr. L. J. 561, Mt. Shevanli v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 308 (311) : 34 Cr. L. J. 714, Gowardan Lai v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 87 (88) : 18 Cr. L. J. 897 (898), Saleh v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 382 (392) : 30 Cr. L. J. 18, Pritchard v. Emperor. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Bom 130 (131) : 52 Bom 385 : 29 Cr.L.J. 403, Emperor v. Ismail. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 324 (325, 326) : 7 Luck 623 : 33 Cr. L. J. 379, Havaldarv. 
Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 61 (63) : 29 Cr. L. J. 996, Mohammad Ali v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 659 (662) : 31 Cr. L. J. 871, Feroz v. Emperor. 

(’14) AIR 1914 Cal 65(68) : 41 Cal 621 : 14 Cr. L. J. 660 (662), Emperor v. Sura- 
namoyee Biswas. (Circumstantial evidence must be exhaustive and exclude pos- 
sibility of guilt by other person.) 

(’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 316 (317) : 1913 Pun Re No. 27 Cr : 19 I. C, 1004, Bishcn Das 
v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cr. L. J. 82 (86) : 4 I. C. 941 (Lah), Gurdit Singh v. Emperor. 

(’26) 27 Cr.L.J. 1297 (1303): 98 I. C. 241 (Pat), Dinamani Udai Pal v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 366 (367) : 18 Cr. L. J. 375 (376) : 1916 Pun Re No. 32 Cr, 
Thahar Das v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 691 (691) : 27 Cr.L.J. 1004 : 7 Lah 561, Ghauns v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Lah 88 (90) : 7 Lah 84 : 27 Cr. L. J. 709, Rannun v. Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 323 (325) : 26 Cr. L. J. 760, Majhi v. Emperor. 
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Section 367 Thus, where the action of the accused is open to two constructions, one 

Note 6 criminal and the other honest, the Court should not assume that it 

w r as criminal : the presumption of innocence should prevail . 28 

As to w'hat constitutes proof of guilt of an accused person in any 
case depends upon the bundle of facts which serve to convince the 
Court of the prosecution story and of the charges against the accused. 
Absolute certainty amounting to a demonstration of guilt can seldom 
be had and it must only be judged whether, in the circumstances of 
each particular case, the degree of probability is so high as to justify 
one in regarding it as certainty and in acting accordingly . 20 A number of 
facts each having some probative value, but inconclusive by itself may 
be quite sufficient in their cumulative effect to justify a conviction ; 30 
but a collection of separate circumstances each by itself insufficient, 
being quite consistent with the innocence of the accused, cannot 
have such evidentiary value . 31 Where, however, the evidence for the 
prosecution case is in the main trustworthy, it cannot be held that it 
is unsupportable merely because the prosecution failed to prove a 
motive for the crime ; 310 or because there are discrepancies in detail , 32 


(■14) AIR 1914 Cal 450 (450) : 15 Cr. L. J. 293, Ghiraguddin v. Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 124 (130) : 8 C W N 278 (F B), Ilnrjcc Mull v. Imam AH. 

(’07) 1807 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, p. 30 (32), Grown v. Goola. 

[See (’14) AIR 1914 Lab 433 (435) : 1914 Pun Re No. 1 Cr : 15 Cri L Jour 344, 
Faeal Ahmad v. Emperor. (Duty of prosecution is to exclude explanation of all 
facts consistent with innocence of accused.)) 

28. (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 292 (290): 23 Cri L Jour Gil, Kumar Prasad v. Emperor. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 251 (252): 19 Ind Cas 507 (Bom), Emperor v. Shivdas Omhar. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Sind 99 (101): 24 S.L.B. 90: 31 Cr.L.J.117, N nr Ehanv. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Mad 0S9 (093) : 54 Mad 931 : 33 Cri L Jour 51, Tcnhalasubba v. 

Emperor. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 010 (011): 0 Bom L R 551, Emperor v. Bamchandra Dhondoo. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Oudli 385 (3SG) : 32 Cri L Jour 851, JIazari v. Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 810 (817) : 25 Cri L Jour 1221, In re Narm/ana. 

29. (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 340 (342) : 34 Cri L Jour 538, Emperor v. Bam Dat. 
[See (’33) AIR 1933 Lab 1055 (1055) : 35 Cri L Jour 470, Mohammad Bafig v. 

Emperor. (Evidence on both sides of interested nature — Trutli of either version 
and guilt of accused should be judged from surrounding circumstances.)] 

30. (’20) 27 Cri L Jour 775 (775) : 95 Ind Cas 311 (Lab), Abdullah v. Emperor. 

31. (’27) AIR 1927 Pat 257 (201) : 2S Cri L Jour 497, Dcvcndra v. Emperor. 

31a. (’25) AIR 1925 Lab 32S (330) : 20 Cri L Jour 774, Mohna v. Emperor. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lnb 413 (415): 15 Lab 814: 30 Cr.L.J. 97, Chanan Singh v. Emperor. 
(’28) AIR 1928 Lnb 057 (059) : 29 Cri L Jour 378, Chandu v. Emperor. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 490 (490) : 31 Cri L Jour 1009, Scwa Singh v. Emperor. (Fai- 
lure of prosecution to establish motive is not sufficient reason to disbelievo 
eye-witnesses.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 49S (500) : 7 I. C. G01 : 4 S. L.R.3S, Emperor v. Balochhlian. 
(’29) 31 Cri L Jour 705 (700) : 125 Ind Cas 55 (Lab), Fazal Din v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 768 (768) : 110 Ind Cas 800 (Oudh), Tilali Bam v. Emperor. 
(’29) 1929 Mad W N 946 (950), Doraiswamy Pillay v. Emperor. 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 592 (595), Pcdda Puliappa v. Emperor. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat 109 (111) : G Pat L Jour 147 : 22 Cri L Jour 417, Falu Santal 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) MR 1933 Oudh 333 (335, 330) : 35 Cri L Jour 45 : 8 Luclr 570, Batan Lai 
v. Emperor. (It is not the bounden duty of the prosecutor to prove the niotivo 
for a crime. It is sufficient if the prosecution prove by clenr and reliable evidence 
that certain persons committed the offence.) 

(’33) MR 1933 Oudh 340 (343): 34 Cri L Jour 538, Emperor v. Bam Dat. (Prose- 
cution is not bound to furnish evidence of motive of accused.) 

32. (’28) AIR 1928 Pat 100 (101) : 6 Pat 627 : 29 Cr. L. J. 239, Ghanshyam Singh 
v. Emperor. 
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unless such discrepancies are material and important and go to the 
root of the matter . 33 As to how far oral testimony can he relied upon, 
see the undermentioned cases. 33a 

Since it is the duty of the prosecution to establish the case against 
the accused to a certainty, the accused is entitled to the benefit of any 
doubt which may reasonably arise in the prosecution case . 31 The maxim 


(’34) AIR 1934 Lab 710 (714) : 36 Cr L. J. 419, Emperor v. Muhammad Khan. 
[See (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 269 (271) : 35 Cri L Jour 53, Ghhote Lalv. Emperor. 
(Evidence cannot be totally rejected simply because of existence of some deliberate 
falsehood.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 166 (163) : 34 Cri L Jour 808, Salu Mangan v. Emperor. 
(Minor discrepancies will always be found where honest witnesses eome to depose.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Nag 325 (327) : 30 Cri L Jour 944, Kisandas v. Emperor.] 

[See also (’30) xMR 1930 Nag 10S (109, 110):31Cr.L.J. 417, Bagcshiearv. Emperor. 
[Want of interest in prosecution does not stamp evidence of witness with truth.) 
(’28) AIR 1928 All 280 (2S2) : 29 Cri L Jour 472, Kashi Ram v. Emperor. (Evi- 
dence against accused free from improbabilities or material contradictions — It 
is not proper to act on surmise disregarding clear evidence.) 

(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 66 (67) : 4 I. C. 804 : 1909 Pun Re No. 15 Cr, Emperor v. 
Harnama. (Minute attention to immaterial discrepancies is improper.)] 

33. (’29) 1929 M W N 592 (593), Pedda Pullappa v. Emperor. (When there are 
important discrepancies in evidence, it can neither be clear nor convincing.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 226 (228, 229) : 8 Luck 397 : 34 Cri L Jour 935, Ear Papal 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lab 43S (438):16 Cr.L.J. 699 (699):1915 Pun Re No. 51 Cr, Molia. 
bli v. Emperor. 

[See (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 314 (315):19 I. C. 1002 (Cal), Kaln Khalashi v. Emperor. 
(’33) 34 Cr. L. J. 227 (230) : 141 1. C. 786 (790) (Pat), Sadhu Domcv. Emperor.] 
33a. (’07) 6 Cr. L. J. 304 (310) : 11 C W N 1085, Nibaran Chandra v. Emperor. 
(An elementary principle of shifting evidence is to test it in the light of proba- 
bilities.) 

(’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 305 (310) : 2S Bom 479 : 6 Bom L R 324, Emperor v. Bal Gan- 
gadhar Tilah. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 667 (66S) : 34 Cri L Jour 606 (607), Abbas Ali v. Emperor. 
(Evidence of children.) 

34. (’23) AIR 1923 Lab 195 (197), Muhamad v. Emperor. 

(’17) AIR 1917 All 394 (395) : 18 Cr. L. J. 435(437), P.aghubar Dayal v. Emperor. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Oudh 611 (612) : 28 Cri L Jour 68S, Gur Cliaran v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudh 676 (678) : 26 Cr. L. J. 1042, Bishambar Nath v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 687 (687):17 Cr. L. J. 9 (9, 10), Deputy Legal P.emcmbrancer 
v. Matuhdhari Singh. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 899 (900) : 35 Cri L Jour 143, Godha Waryam v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 714 (716) : 35 Cri L Jour 81, Chenchal Singh v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 511 (512) : 34 Cri L Jour 1213, Jahana v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lab 195 (196) : 33 Cri L Jour 501, DilaRamw. Emperor. (Circum- 
stantial evidence suspicious — Accused should be given benefit of doubt.) 

(’26) 28 Cri L Jour 114 (115) : 99 Ind Cas 322 (Lah), Muzaffar v. Emperor. 

(’29) 30 Cri L Jour 727 (728) : 117 I. C. 212 (Nag), Ram Lai Lodhi v. Emperor. 
(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 208 (208) : 106 Ind Cas 800 (Lah), Kallu v. Emperor. 

(’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 316 (317), King-Emperor v. Nga Tol: Ela. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 117 (118) : 34 Cri L Jour 794, Nga Ba Pa v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 95 (96) : 34 Cri L Jour 747, Nga Kan Etu v. Emperor. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 67 (70) (Lah), Sant Singh v. Crown. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 561 (562) : 12 Ind Cas 649 (Lah), Muhamada v. Emperor. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 320 (320) : 19 Ind Cas 1008 (Lah), Kcsar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’77) 1877 Rat 127 (128), Queen-Empress v. Shivgod. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 693 (694) : 36 Cri L Jour 778, Sardar Ahmed v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 211 (211) : 36 Cri L Jour 32, Ghulam Ahmad v. Emperor. 
(’34) AIR 1934 Lah 10 (10) : 35 Cri L Jour 615, Lain Rahim Mirasi v. Emperor. 
(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 497 (500) : 12 I. G, 217 (Mad), Teli Kliaja Eussain v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 All 363 (366) : 17 Cri L Jour 102 (105), Mt. Anandi v. Emperor. 
[See (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 42 (42): 32 Cr. L. J . 262, Public Prosecutor v . Nagaraju. 
(Accused must be given benefit of assumption that he knows the law.)] 
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Section 367 
Notes 6-7 


of law is that it is better that a guilty man should escape punishment 
than that an innocent person should be made to suffer . 35 But the doubt, 
the benefit of which the accused is entitled to, should be such as any 
rational, thinking and sensible man may fairly and reasonably 
entertain : not the doubts of a vacillating mind that has not the moral 
courage to decide but shelters itself in a vain and idle scepticism . 30 

The judgment in a criminal case should scrutinise and discuss the 
evidence, oral and documentary , 37 and should contain findings that 
all the ingredients required to make up the offence are proved or are 
not proved as the case may he . 33 Where the Judge makes any local 
inspection, the nature of such inquiry should he set forth in the 
judgment if it has influenced his judgment . 30 

7. Reasons for decision. — The section requires that the 
judgment should give reasons for the decision on the various points 
arising for determination . 1 The judgment should, therefore, contain a 
discussion of the evidence . 2 But a judgment is not required to be a 
resume or reproduction of all the evidence on record. A Court is 
entitled to and should select such important evidence as it considers 
necessary to support a decision on the material points arising for 
consideration . 25 It is not proper to base a conviction merely on the 


[See also (’14) AIR 1914 Sind 11G (117) : 7 Sind L R 10S : 15 Cri L .Tour 4SS, 
Emperor v. Tilcam Lakhi. (Prosecution in alternative based on two contradic- 
tory statements — Presumption in favour of their reconciliation must be made.) 
(’14) AIR 1914 Sind 115 (110) : 7 Sind L R 90 : 15 Cri L Jour 379, Imambux 
Ehudabux v. Emperor. (Do.)] 

35. (’31) AIR 1931 Cal 752 (757) :33 Cri L Jour 85, Sali Sheikh v. Emperor. 

36. Sec (’24) AIR 1924 All 511 (513) : 20 Cri L Jour 324, Lakhan v. Emperor. 

37. See (’20) AIR 1920 Nag 71 (72) : 21 Cri L Jour 140, Pirbax v. Mi. Baji. 

38. (’20) AIR 1920 Nag 71 (73) : 21 Cri L Jour 140, Pirbax v. Mt. Baji. 

(’70) 13 Suth W R Cr 50 (50), Queen v. Mahomed Ali. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lab 1051 (1052) : 32 Cri L Jour 271, Ahmad Ali v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’05) 9 Cal W N cclxxxvi (cclxxxvi), Mohammed Hussain v. Emperor. 

39. (’90) 1890 All W N 73 (74), In the matter of (he petition of Eala. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 353 (353) : 25 Cri L Jour 705, Bhola Nath Nandi v. Ecdar 
Nandi. (Record of local inspection should be allowed to be objected to if desired 
before judgment.) 

[Sec also (’23) AIR 1923 Cal 320 (321): 23 Cri L Jour 502, Aziz Mandal v. Girish 
Chandra. (Local inspection used solely for understanding evidence — Judgment 
is not vitiated thereby.)] 

Note 7 

1. (’3S) AIR 1938 Cal 551 (552) : 39 Cri L Jour S35, Nirmal Eumar v. Emperor. 
(Merely stating that Judge agrees with opinion of assessors is no judgment.) 

(1805) 4 Suth W R Cr 18 (18), Queen v. Aruj Shaikh. 

[Sec (’95) 1895 Rat 833 (834), Queen-Empress v. Dhnrmiya. (There should bo 
sufficient particulars in a judgment to enable appellate Court to know what 
facts were found and how.)] 

2. (’67) 7 Suth W R Cr 25 (2G), Queen v. Nawab Elian. 

[See (’37) AIR 1937 Nag 394 (395, 390) : 39 Cri L Jour 75 : I L R (1938) Nag 
157, Baghunathmal v. Patiram. (A mere statement in the judgment that the 
Magistrate hns gone carefully through the whole evidence and that there are 
many discrepancies in the depositions of witnesses is no discussion of the evi- 
dence at all.)] 

2n. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 99 (112):3S Cr.L.J. 818 (SB), Jitcndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’39) AIR 1939 Rang 2G3 (26G) : 40 Cri L Jour 871, Nga Than v. The King. (The 
judgment should contain such of the evidence as is necessary to ascertain the 
facts deposed to, and the importance of and the value to be attached to the evi- 
dence of the witnesses, and the reasoning based on this evidence on which Judge 
founds his decision and his sentence.) 
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appearance and manner of speech of the accused. 3 Where there are 
several accused persons, the judgment should analyse the evidence 
against each of them separately.' 4 

The Court should arrive at an independent conclusion on the ease 
before it. c A reference to the opinion of the Advocate-General or the 
Public Prosecutor in the judgment is irrelevant. 0 

8. Kemarks in the judgment. — A judgment should not contain 
any damaging remarks against the character of persons, neither parties 
nor witnesses before the Court who, therefore, have had no opportunity 
of defending themselves against such remarks. 1 Even in the case of 
parties and witnesses the Court should not make any unfounded and 
unnecessary observations which are calculated to injure their reputation 
or wound their feelings, especially when the person attacked has had 

(’33) AIE 1933 All GOO (GOG) : 34 Gr.L J. 907:55 All 1010, Jhabtcala v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Pat 181 (162) : 24 Cr. L. J. 181, Duran Singh v. Emperor. (Magis- 
trate drawing inferences from documents and from probabilities and giving strong 
reasons for his conclusion — Judgment is not defective though there is no refer- 
ence to oral evidence.) 

3. (’22) 23 Cri L Jour 1G1 (1G2) : G5 Ind Cas G23 (Lab), Ghulam Mahomed v. 
Emperor. (An ugly stammering nervous man may be innocent while a good 
looking plausible man may be a scoundrel.) 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 113 (113, 114) : 41 Cr.L.J. 724, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 
(’38) AIR 193S Pat 34 (35) : 39 Cri L Jour 221, Mctcalal Singh v. Emperor. 

(Evidence adduced on behalf of the accused in support of their case must also 
be carefully and fullv considered.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 2G (27, 28) : 30 S.L.R. 382:38 Cr.L.J. 3G3, Ghousbux v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Oudh 333 (33G) : 27 0 C 32 : 25 Cri L Jour 913, Idu v. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 350 (331) : 25 Cri L Jour 790, In rc Sama Chari. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang G7 (G7) : 25 Cri L -Tour 203, Nga Mu v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Sind 204 (203): 23 Cr.L.J. 1377:19 S.L.R. 9G, Khairo v. Emperor. 
(’83) 18S3 All TV X 145 (14G), Empress v. Gayadin. 

(’1C) AIR 191G Mad 834 (831) : 1G Cr. L. J. 809 (809), In rc Ramaswami Naidtc. 
(When the evidence against each of the accused is not cqunlly strong it should be 
considered separately.) 

5. Sec (’07) 7 Cr.L.J. 400 (401):12 C TV N 004, Mohcsh Sonar v. King-Emperor. 
(Postponement of case to enable the accused to get a ruling from the High Court.) 

G. (’18) AIR 1918 Bom 22G (227, 228) : 42 Bom 400 : 19 Cri L Jour G07, In rc 
Hubert Crawford. (Question of jurisdiction is for the Magistrate to decide and 
counsel’s opinion is irrelevant.) 

Note 8 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Sind 103 (105) : 39 Cri L Jour 521, Kartarchand v. Emperor. 
(Person neither accused nor witness — Magistrate is not justified in condemning 
him without giving him opportunity of being heard.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Sind GS (G9) : 35 Cri L Jour 1138, Emperor v. Md. Umcr. (Magis- 
trate should reserve mistake or irregularity of police-officer for separate official 
correspondence — Judgment should not comment on conduct of police-officer who 
has had no opportunity to explain it.) 

(’34) 3G Cri L Jour 383 (3S3):35 P L R 373 (373, 374), Bhagat Singh v. Emperor. 
(High Court may expunge remarks.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 394 (395) : 45 Bom 1127:22 Cr.L.J. 335, In rc Holibasappa. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 201 (202) : 29 Cri L Jour 1102, Maharam v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Sind 91 (92):27 Sind L R 13:34 Cr.L.J. 3G7, Tcjumal Narayandas 
v. Emperor. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 392 (394):2G Cr.L.J. 1320:6 Lah 1G6, Benarsi Das v. Emperor. 
(’07) 21 Mad 83 (91) : 2 TVeir 503, Queen-Empress v. Raman. (Judge should not 
censure conduct of a police-officer without giving opportunity to Public Prose- 
cutor to call him.) 

(’90) 18 Cal 201 (214) : 17 I A 159 : 5 Sar 607 (PC), Kali Kishorc v. Bhuson 
Chundcr. (Hasty, uncalled for, and indiscreet expressions casting suspicions of 
grave crimes against unnamed absent persons, without one tittle of evidence to 
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A judgment should not contain any remarks calculated to throw Section 367 
doubt on the conclusion which it embodies. 0 See also Note 13. Notes 8-10 

In cases which have assumed a communal aspect, the language of 
the judgment should not be such as to promote communal enmity. 7 

9. Offence to be specified. — It is necessary that the judgment 
should distinctly specify the offence or offences of which the accused 
is convicted. 1 This section also requires that where the offence is under 
the Penal Code or under any other law, the section of the Act under 
which the accused is convicted should he stated. 2 

Where a Judge convicts the accused on a charge of culpable 
homicide not amounting to murder, he should state in his judgment 
under which of the exceptions in s. 300 of the Penal Code the case falls. 3 

10. “Punishment to which he is sentenced.” — Where a 
Court finds an accused person guilty, it is bound to pass some sentence. 1 
This section shows that the sentence is part of the judgment 2 and a 

6. (’38) AIE 1938 Sind 103 (103) : 39 Cri L Jour 524, Kartarchand v. Emperor, 

(Order of Magistrate exculpating rather than inculpating accused — Remarks 
seriously to prejudice of accused are not justified.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Pat 97 (99) : 23 Cri L Jour 371, Birnarayan Singh v. Emperor. 

(Verdict of not guilty — No suggestion against accused except that of establishing 
his innocence should be made.) 

(’78) 2 All 33 (35), Empress of India v. Chatter Singh. (Adding a note throwing 
doubt on the conclusion on evidence is unwarranted.) 

(’30) 1930 Mad W N 1253 (1254), Nanjunda Naichcn v. Eatnasabapathi. (After 
scrutinising the evidence against the accused it is improper for a Magistrate to 
observe that the accused has “escaped from the clutches of the law.”) 

7. (’30) AIR 1930 Lah 429 (433) : 37 Cri L Jour 061, Emperor v. Allah Ullah, 

Note 9 

1. (’75) 7 N W P H C R 137 (144), Queen v. Jamurha, 

(’22) ADR 1922 All 21 (22) : 23 Cri L Jour 248, 3Innshi Lai v. Emperor. 

(1805) 4 Suth W R Or 19 (19), Queen v. Bhobunesshur. 

2. (’95) 1895 Rat 806 (800), Queen-Empress v. Kallappa. 

[Sec also (’00) 9 Cr. L. J. 271(272) : lSindLR32, Crownx. Haji Mir Mahmand. 

(Section containing several sub-sections — Sub-section under which accused is 
convicted must be stated.)] 

3. (’66) 1 Agra Cr 3 (6), Government v. Ealika Misser. 

Note 10 

1. (’84) 1884 AWN 219 (219), Empress v. Ealua. 

(’86) 1886 Rat 291 (292), Queen-Empress v. Jahin. 

(’91) 1891 Rat 545 (546), Queen-Empress v. Lakshmibai. 

(’97) 1897 Rat 892 (893), Queen-Empress v. Sadu. 

(’95) 22 Cal 805 (809), Deiuan Singh v. Queen-Empress. 

(’69) 2 Weir 305 (306). 

(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 409 (409), Queen-Empress v. Mi Bank. 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Cr L 15 (15). 

[See also (’30) AIR 1930 Pat 241 (242) ; 9 Pat 113 : 31 Cri L Jour 789, Narayan 
Maharana v. Emperor. (Where the offence is utterly trivial and the prosecu- 
tion is inspired by motives other than the pursuit of justice and the Magistrate 
is convinced of the commission of offence from evidence on record, Magistrate 
should give effect to his opinion by convicting the accused and imposinga purely 
nominal penalty.)] 

[But see (’28) AIR 1928 Nag 188 (189) : 24 Nag L R 110 : 29 Cri L Jour 506, 

Silaram Eunbi v. Emperor. (There is .no law that says that penalty must 
follow conviction.)] 

Bee also S. 245 Note 6, S. 258 Note 6 and S. 309 Note 15. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 804 (805), Queen-Empress v. Sahadat Mir an. (Cannot therefore 
be subsequently altered.) 
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Court has, therefore, no power to postpone the passing of the sentence 
to some future date once it convicts the accused . 3 

It is the duty of a Court, pronouncing a sentence, to define 
precisely the nature of the sentence intended to he passed; the sentence 
ought to he self-contained, so that the functionary who has to execute 
it should have nothing to do but to obey the directions given therein 
without making an inquiry on his own account . 4 Thus, a direction in 
a sentence that the accused should be detained in a reformatory school 
for a period of five years unless he should sooner attain the age of 
eighteen years would not be a legal sentence, as it would leave to the 
officer-in-chargo of the school to determine when the sentence would 
expire, otherwise than by reference to the warrant . 6 

11. “ Shall be dated and signed by the presiding officer . . . . 
at the time of pronouncing it.” — The judgment must be dated 
and signed by the presiding officer , 1 at the time of pronouncing it in 
open Court . 2 

The word ‘sign’ has not been defined in this Code. It has been 
held to mean the “writing of the name of the person who is the 
signatory, so that it may convey a distinct idea to others that the 
writing indicates a particular individual whose signature it purports 
to be .” 3 Merely putting the initials of the presiding officer has been 
held not to amount to signing the judgment within the meaning of 
this section . 4 The signature should be made with a pen and ink and 
not with a stamp . 6 

The omission to date and sign a judgment by the presiding officer 
is, however, only an irregularity covered by S. 537 and will not render 
the judgment void . 6 Similarly the affixing of a signature with a stamp 
instead of with pen and ink is merely an irregularity . 7 

3. (’12) 13 Cri L Jour 288 (288) : 14 Ind Cas G72 (Bom), Emperor v. Eeshavlal. 

4. (’01) 24 Mad 13 (15, 16) : 1 Weir 882, Queen-Empress v. Hama. 

(’93) 15 All 20S (209) : 1893 AWN 107, Queen-Empress v. Narain. 

See also S. 32 Note 3. 

5. (’93) 15 All 20S (209) : 1S93 AWN 107, Quccn-Emprcss v. Narain. 

Note 11 

1. (’89) 1S89 All W N 181 (184), Empress v. Jia Lai, 

2. (’17) AIB 1917 Mad 340 (341) : 17 Cri L Jour 166 (166) : 40 Mad 108, In re 
Savarimuthu Pillai. 

(’89) 1889 Bat 429 (429), Queen-Empress v. Ganpat. 

[See (’23) AIR 1923 Bang 44 (44, 45) : 24 Cri L Jour 584, Bambit v. Emperor. 
(Judgment dated and signed and sent to the clerk to deliver — Held, it cannot be 
treated as a mere irregularity.)) 

3. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 867 (868) : 54 Mad 252 : 32 Cr. L. J. 430, Brahmiah v. 
Emperor. 

4. (’30) AIR 1930 Mad 867 (868) : 54 Mad 252 : 32 Cri L Jour 430, Brahmiah v. 
Emperor. (And is an illegality.) 

5. (’83) 6 Mad 396 (398) : 2 Weir 328, Subramanya Ayyar v. Queen, 

(’70) 14 Sutb W B Cr 81 (81), Queen v. Dcdar Nnshyo. 

6. (’98) 2 Weir 711 (712), In re Vcnkataramanayya. 

(’25) AIB 1925 All 299 (300) : 47 All 284:26 Cr.L. J. 688, Bam Sukh v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Bang 77 (78) : 7 Bang 370 : 30 Cr. L. J. 1166, Mohamad Eayat v. 
Emperor. 

7. (’83) 6 Mad 396 (398, 399) : 2 Weir 328, Subramanya Ayyar v. Queen. 

See also S. 75 Note 3. 
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Where a ease was heard by only three Magistrates of a Bench, Section 367 

hut the judgment was signed by seven, it was held that this was an Notes 11 — 15 

illegality. 8 As to judgments by a Bench of Magistrates, see S. 350A and 
Notes thereto. 

See also s. 2G5 Note 3 and s. 537 Note 12. 

12. Judgment in the alternative — Sub-section (3). — 

Sub-section (3) of this section allows a judgment to be given in the 
alternative, when there is a doubt as to which of two sections or which 
of two parts of the same section applies. 1 Such a judgment in the 
alternative can be passed only in cases in which, not the facts, but the 
application of the law to the facts is doubtful. 2 See also Note l to s. 23G. 

Where a judgment does not state in express terms that the Court 
is in doubt under which of two sections or which of two parts of the 
same section the offence falls, as required by this section, it is only an 
irregularity which will not vitiate the judgment. 3 

43. Judgment in cases of acquittal. — Where the accused is 
acquitted, the judgment should state what the offences are of which 
he is acquitted and should direct that he be set at liberty. 1 When a 
verdict of not guilty is recorded, the Court should not, in its judgment, 
make any suggestion against the accused, except that of establishing 
his innocence. 2 See also Note S. 

As soon as a judgment of acquittal is pronounced, the accused is 
entitled to be discharged from custody and his further detention is 
illegal and no formal warrant of release addressed by the Court to the 
superintendent of the jail is necessary. 3 

14. Judgment in capital cases — Sub-section (5). — This 
sub-section requires that if an accused person is convicted of an offence 
punishable with death and the Court sentences him to any punishment 
other than death, it shall, in its judgment, state the reasons why the 

8. (’31) AIR 1931 Mad 494 (495) : 32 Cr.L.J. 971, Pick a Eudamban v. Scrvaikar 
Thevan. 

Note 12 

1. (’40) AIR 1940 Pat 289 (290) : 19 Pat 3G9, Ncbti Mandal v. Emperor. (Charge 
under Ss. 302 and 201, 1. P. C. — Doubt as to the offence committed by accused 
— Judgment may be given in the alternative.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Bom 3 (13) : 45 Bom 834 : 22 Cr. L. J. 241 (F B), Purshotlam 
Ishwar v. Emperor. 

(’86) 1886 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 7 (8), Bura v. Empress. 

[See also (’68) 4 M H C R Cr 51 (52) : 1 Weir 156, In re Palany Chetly.] 

2. (’14) AIR 1914 Lah 549 (550) : 14 Cr. L. J. 664 (665) : 1913 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, 

Parlapa v. Emperor. 

(’75) 7 N W P H C R 137 (143), Queen v. Jamurha. 

(’87) 1887 Pun Re No. 11 Cr,p. 19 (21, 22), Elian Muhammed v. Empress. 

3. (’99) 2 Weir 440 (440), Takirugadu v. Sivayya. 

See also S. 537 Note 12. 

Note 13 

1. (’92) 1892 All W N 157 (157), Queen-Emprcss v. Abdul Majid Khan. 

2. (’22) AIR 1922 Pat 97 (99) : 23 Cr. L, J. 371, Bir Narayansingh v. Emperor. 

3. (’69) 5 Mad H C R App ii (ii, iii). 

[Sec also (’38) AIR 1938 All 534(535) : 39 Cr.L.J. 971, Md, Yakub v. Emperor. 

See also S. 220 Note 1 and S. 306 Note 5. 
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sentence of death was not passed . 1 It, therefore contemplates sentences 
of death in capital cases as the ordinary rule and sentences of trans- 
portation for life as the exception. Before passing the lesser sentence, 
the Judge should find that there are really extenuating circumstances, 
not merely an absence of aggravating circumstances ; it is not for the 
Judge to ask himself whether there are reasons for imposing the penalty 
of death, hut whether there are reasons for abstaining from doing so . 2 
But if the Judge is in doubt whether a sentence of death or a sentence 
other than death should be passed, the doubt, like all other doubts, 
should result in favour of the accused . 3 

This section, however, does not indicate what reasons should be 
considered sufficient for not passing a sentence of death in a capital 
case . 4 Such reasons must be in accordance with established legal 
principles . 5 

15. Trial by jury— Heads of charge to the jury — Proviso. — 

Where the case is tried by jury, the Judge is not bound to write a 
judgment; it is enough if he records the heads of the charge to the 


Note 14 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 Lab 337(333): 3G Cr.L.J. 1001:16 Lab 1131, Mctua v. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 Oudb 2G5 (268) : 36 Cr. L. J. 529, Narcsh Singh v. Emperor. 

('10) 11 Cr. L. J. 481 (4S1, 482) : 7 I. C. 397 (Mad), In rc Eurumha Hosahcri. 
('21) AIR 1927 Oudb 5SS (590) : 2S Cr. L. J. 980, Dwaraka v. Emperor. 
(1893-1900) 1S93-1900 Low Bur Rul 112 (113), Mating U v. Empress. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Low Bur 32 (33):11 Low Bur Rul 323 : 23 Cr. L. J. 437, Emperor 
v. Nga Shwc Hla U. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 01 (01) : 34 Cr. L. J. G99, Nga Scin Tun v. Emperor. 

(18G4) 1864 Sutb W R Cr Gap 27 (27), Queen v. Dabcc. 

2. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 21G (219) (F B), Crown v. Tha Sin. 

(’35) AIR 1935 Oudb 2G5 (2G8) : 3G Cr. L. J. 529, Narcsh Singh v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 307(309) : 34 Cr. L. J. 116S : 30 N L R 9, Local Government 
v. Siirya Arjuna. (The fact that tbe assessors gave tbeir opinion that tbe accu- 
sed was not guilty is no reason for passing tbe lesser sentence.) 

(’0G) 3 Cr. L. J. 25 (26) : 3 Low Bur Rul 111, Since Clio v. Emperor. (This sub- 
section applies also to tbe High Court on its original criminal jurisdiction.) 

(’22) AIR 1922 Low Bur 32(33,34): 11 Low Bur Rul 323:23 Cr.L.J. 437, Emperor 
v. Nga Shwe Hla U. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Rul 63 (64), Hamid v, King-Emperor. 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 179(1S0):25 Cr.L.J. 1121:1 Rang 751, Hi She Ti v. Emperor. 
[Src (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 193(195): 31 Cr.L.J. S17, Emperor v. Dukari Chandra. 
(Per Cumming, J.)] 

3. (’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 459 (461), Nga Po Aung v. Queen-Empress. 
[nut see (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 21G (220) (FB), Crown v. Tha Sin. (Dictum 

of Irwin, J., that such doubt should be left to the High Court, disapproved in 
3 Cri L Jour 25.)] 

4. (’06) 4 Cri L Jour 132 (133) : 3 Low Bur Rul 163, Emperor v. Nga Tun. 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 Lab 428 (429): 7 Lab 141 : 27 Cri L Jour 764, Warrjam Singh 
v. Emperor. (Voluntary drunkenness is no reason for not inflicting death 
sentence.) 

[See (’35) AIR 1935 Lab 337 (338) : 36 Cri L Jour 1001 : 16 Lab 1131, A Iewa v. 
Emperor. (Common intention to murder brutally cirried out — All accused 
taking part in beating — Merely because by whom tbe fatal blow is caused is not 
known, is no reason for awarding lesser penalty.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 307 (309): 34 Cr.L.J. 1168: 30 NagLR 9, Local Government 
v, Siirya Arjuna. (Fact that assessors gave tbeir opinion that accused was not 
guilty is no reason for passing lesser sentence.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 All 160 (161): 30 Cri L Jour 559, Parshadiv. Emperor. (It should 
not be a practice to assume that where tbe particular person cannot be found to 
be guilty of tbe fatal blow tbe capital sentence should not be inflicted.)] 
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jury. As the law allows an appeal in cases of trial by jury on tbo 
ground of misdirection in the charge to the jury, the Judge should 
record the heads of the charge in such a form as to enable the Court 
of appeal to judge whether the facts and circumstances of the case 
were properly placed before the jury and the law correctly explained 
to them . 1 It is not sufficient for the Judge merely to state in his record 
that the law on the subject was explained and that the abstract of the 
evidence recorded in Court was given to the jury . 3 

Although there is nothing in this section as to when the heads of 
the charge should be written, it is desirable that the Judge should 


Note 15 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 266 (2G8) : 38 Cr. L. J. 767, Madan Tilakdas v. Emperor. 
(Heads of charge to jury should clearly and distinctly show what the exposition 
of the law actually was.) 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 139 (145): 53 Cal 372: 27 Cr.L.J. 266, Kliijiruddin v. Emperor. 
(’98) 25 Cal 736 (738) : 2 Cal IV N 484, Abbas Pcada v. Queen-Empress. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 936 (936) : 28 Cri L Jour 478, Taka Mia v. King-Emperor. 

(’29) Am 1929 Cal 170 (171) : 30 Cri L Jour 912, DioarJia v. Emperor. 

(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 460 (461) : 28 Cri L Jour 278, E. St. C. Moss v. Emperor. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 895 (897) : 27 Cri L Jour 926, Emperor v. G. C. Wilson. 

(’07) 5 Cr.L.J. 427 (431) : 34 Cal 69S: 11CWN 666, JaUndra Nath v. Emperor. 
(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 192 (192): 24 Cr.L.J. 8, Abdul Gafur Khan v. King-Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Cal 439 (442) : 20 Cri L Jour 661, Afiruddi v. King-Emperor. 

(’97) 25 Cal 561 (563), Bin t Mandal v. Queen-Empress. 

(’75) 23 Suth IV R (Rules) 7 (7, 8). (The record of the charge to the jury should 
represent with absolute certainty the substance of the charge to enable the Appel- 
late Court to see that the case was fairly and properly placed before the jury.) 
(’75) 23 Suth IV R Cr 32 (33), Queen v. Kasim Slictk. 

(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 452(453):38 Cal 281:1 1.C. 970, Eanindra Nath Banerjee v. Emperor. 
(’17) Am 1917 All 173(175):1S Cr.L.J. 491(493): 39 All 348, IkramuddinY. Emperor. 
(’OS) S Cri L Jour 35 (37) : 10 Bom L R 565, In re Shambulal. 

(’95) 2 IVeir 499 (499), In re Bara Narayana Reddi. 

(’98) 2 Weir 385 (385), In re Laxwmana. 

(’88) 2 Weir 493 (495, 496), In re Anchula. 

(’16) AIR 1916 Pat 236 (237, 23S) : 17 Cri L Jour 353 (355) : 1 Pat L Jour 317, 
Eknath Saliay v. Emperor. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 52 (53), Queen v. Benonath. 

(’96) 1896 Rat 850 (850), Quecn-EmprcssY. Fahira V enhappa. (In long trial Judge 
ought to read to jury important testimonies in trial in extenso.) 

[See also (’25) Am 1925 Cal 926 (927): 26 Cr.L.J. 1279, Abdul Rahim v. Emperor. 
(’21) AIR 1921 Cal 269 (270) : 23 Cri L Jour 41, Gangadhar Goala v. Reed. 

(’24) Am 1924 Cal 771 (772) : 51 Cal 79 : 25 Cri L Jour 945, Kianuddi v. King- 
Emperor. (Judge is not bound to writedown everything he says to the jury.)] 

(’97) 1897 Rat 917 (917), Quecn-EmpressY.Baswantappa. (It cannot be presumed 
that the Judge said only that which is recorded.)] 

2. (’03) 1903 All W N 232 (232), Emperor v. Baij Nath. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Cal 1055 (1056) : 26 Cri L Jour 1151, Raliamali v. Emperor. 

(’25) Am 1925 Pat 797(801, 802):4 Pat 626:27 Cr.L.J. 49, Rupan SingliY. Emperor. 
(’28) Am 1928 Pat 420 (425) : 7 Pat 361 : 29 Cri L Jour 804, Cholan Singh v. 
Emperor. (Moreover, mere explanation of sections in words of Judge without 
reading out sections is also undesirable.) 

(’20) AIR 1920 Cal 564(564): 47 Cal 795:21 Cr.L.J. 694, Kasimuddin v. Emperor. 
(’30) Am 1930 Cal 712 (713) : 32 Cri L Jour 236, Hafez Ali Haidar v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 243 (244, 245) : 9 Pat 148 : 31 Cri L Jour 786, Dhanpat Tiwari 
v. Emperor. (Per Dhavle, J.) 

[See also (’37) Am 1937 Cal 266 (268) : 38 Cr. L. J. 767, Madan Tilakdas v. 
Emperor. (Merely stating that no fewer than twentynine sections of the Penal 
Code were read and explained to jury is not enough.)] 

[See however (’32) Am 1932 Cal 786 (786) : 34 Cr. L. J. 56, Hanif v. Emperor. 
(No mention as to how sections were explained to jury — No difficulty about sec- 
tions — Charge is not bad.)] 
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•write them out as soon as possible after the delivery of the charge 
to tbe jury and while the facts are still fresh in his mind. 3 

In cases of trials by jury, the written heads of charge are the only 
record of the Judge’s address to the jury and the Court of appeal must 
perforce base its decision in an appeal upon that record. 4 5 
See also the undermentioned cases. 6 

16. Judgment not in conformity with section — Procedure 
in appeal. — Where an appellate Court finds that the trial Court has 
not written a judgment in conformity with the provisions of this 
section, the proper procedure is to reverse the judgment of the lower 
Court and to order a de novo hearing and not to retain the case on its 
own file and ask the lower Court to record a proper judgment. 1 See 
also Notes to section 424. 

17. Sub-section (6). — Even before the addition of sub-s. (6) 
to this section in 1923, it was held by the High Court of Madras that 
the words “offence (if any)” in sub-s. (2) of this section and the 
wording of sub-s. (2) of S. 117 suggested that the provisions of this 
section would apply to orders under S. 118 and sub-s. (3) of S. 123. 1 The 
High Court of Calcutta held in the undermentioned case 2 that, 
whether this section applies or not, the order should show that the 
case of each counter-petitioner had been considered on its own merits. 
The enactment of sub-s. (6) to the section in 1923 gives legislative 
recognition to the view of the Madras High Court mentioned above. 
This sub-section makes an order under S. 118 or S. 123, sub-s. (3), a 
judgment for the purposes of this section; and, therefore, by analogy 
an order passed under either of the two sections must be self-contained. 

3. (’09) 9 Or. L. J. 452 (458) : 38 Cal 281 : 1 1. C. 970, Fanindra Nath v. Emperor. 
[See (’75) 23 Suth W R (Rules) 7 (7). (It is not necessary that a charge to jury 

should be reduced to writing before delivery.)] 

4. (’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 35 (37) : 10 Bom L R 565, In re Shaviblmlal. 

[See also (’36) AIR 1936 Sind 49 (50) : 37 Cr.L.J. 783, In re Md. Aslam. (State- 
ments made by Judge in charge to jury form part of judicial record and must 
he taken as correct.) 

(’98) 2 Cal W N 702 (706), Queen-Empress v. Bhairab.'] 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 31(32) : 36 Cr.L.J. 480, Easimuddin v. Emperor. (Under 
proviso to S. 367 (5) of the Gr. P. G., it is not necessary for the Sessions Judge 
to record the heads of re-charge in respect of the fresh charge under a particular 
section, when the fresh charge is the same as theoriginal charge already recorded; 
and the omission to do so is not fatal to a conviction.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Rang 351 (352) : S Rang 372 : 32 Cri L Jour 23, U Ba Tlieili v. 
Emperor. (Practice of Rangoon High Court in taking only shorthand notes in 
murder cases deprecated — Record of charge must be made in all appealable cases.) 

Note 16 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 171 (172) : 21 Cri L Jour 52, In re Earuppiah Pillai. 

See also S. 423 Note 28. 

Note 17 

1. (’20) AIR 1920 Mad 337 (342) : 43 Mad 511 : 21 Cri L Jour 402 (FB), Venkata- 
clnnnayya v. Emperor. 

2. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 23 (23, 24) : 37 Cal 91: 5 I C 29, Ealu 2£irza v. Emperor. 
[See also (’16) AIR 1916 Lah 412 (413) : 17 Cri L Jour 142 (143), Muhammad 

Hussain v. Emperor. 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 207 (208) : 35 Cal 929 : 12 OWN 992, Ajodhya Prasad 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cr.L.J. 591 (591): 1910 Pun Re No. 4Cr 1 410432, Bahadur v. Emperor."] 
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It must show that the Court has considered the evidence against each 
of the suspected persons and has found that the evidence proves the 
case against each of them individually . 3 

18. Effect of non-compliance with the section. — See Note 12 to 
Section' 537. 


368 .* W When any person is sentenced to 
Sentence of death, the sentence shall direct that he 
death. be hanged by the neck till he is dead. 

(2) Ho sentence of transportation shall specify the 
Sentence of place to which the person sentenced is to 

transportation. pg transported. 

1. Form of sentence. — A sentence of death should direct that 
the accused be hanged by the neck until he be dead. An order that 
the accused is sentenced “to receive the supreme penalty” is not in 
proper form . 1 


369.t Save as otherwise provided by this Code 
Court not to or by any other law for the time being 
alter judgment. force or, in the case of a High Court 
established by Royal Charter, by the Letters Patent 
of such High Court, no Court, when it has signed its 
judgment, shall alter or review the same, except to 
correct a clerical error. 


1. 

2 . 

3. 

4. 


Synopsis 


Legislative changes. 

Scope of the section. 
Judgment when final. 

“Alter or review the same." 


5. Power of High Court to review 

its judgment. 

6. “ Save as otherwise provided by 

this Code.” 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous) 
Damaging observations against witness 
— Power to re-consider. See Note 4. 


Final orders — Cannot be reviewed — 
Examples. See Note 2. 

Inherent power of High Court — Power 
to review its own order not included. 
See Note 6. 

Interlocutory orders — Can be re-consi- 
dered — Examples. See Note 2. 


Judgment —Final only after pronounc- 
ing and signing. See Note 3. 

Judgment — Means decision in a trial. 
See Note 2. 

Principle — Not applicable to admi- 
nistrative or ministerial orders. See 
Note 2. 

Revision application in High Court — Dis- 
missal for default — Fresh application — 
Whether can be entertained. SeeNote5. 


* 1882 :S. 368; 1872 ; Ss. 319, 321; 1861 ; Ss. 50, 51, 53. 


Court not to 
alter judgment. 


f Code of 1898, original S. 369. 

369. No Court, other than a High Court, when it has signed 
its judgment, shall alter or review the same, except as provided 
in Ss. 395 and 484 or to correct a clerical error. 


1882 : S. 369; 1872 ; S. 464; 1861— Nil. 


3. (’40) AIR 1940 Sind 113 (114) : 41 Cri L Jour 724, Abdul Karim v. Emperor. 
(’37) AIR 1937 Sind 26 (27) : 30 S DR 382: 38 Cr.L.J.363, Ghousbuxv. Emperor. 

Section 368 — Note 1 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 46 (47) : 37 Cri L Jour 290, Nga Thein Mg. v. Emperor . 


Section 367 
Hotes 17-18 
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4. Legislative changes. — There was no provision corresponding 
to this section in the Code of 18G1. Section 464 of the Code of 1872 
provided that a judgment or final order cannot be altered or reviewed 
by the Court giving such judgment or order. 

Changes made by Codes of 1882 and 1898 — 

(1) Section 3G9 of the Code of 1882 excluded High Courts from 

the purview of this section, (see Note G.) 

(2) The words “ except as provided in sections 395 and 484 or to 

correct a clerical error” were introduced. 

Changes made in 1923 — 

The words “save as otherwise provided such High Court, 

no Court” were substituted for the words “no Court other than a 
High Court” and the words “as provided in sections 895 and 484, or” 
were omitted by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 
xviii of 1923. (see Note 6.) 

2. Scope of the section. — It is a universal principle of law 
that, when a matter has been finally disposed of by a Court, the Court 
is, in the absence of a direct statutory provision, functus officio and 
cannot entertain a fresh prayer for the same relief unless and until 
the previous order of final disposal has been set aside, (see Note 19 
to s. 435.) This section is based on this principle. The judgment of a 
Criminal Court is final, as far as that Court is concerned ; and, on 
signing and pronouncing it, such Court becomes functus officio and 
has, therefore, no power to review, override, alter or interfere with 
the judgment in any manner except — 

(1) whore it is otherwise provided by the Code or by any other 
law for the time being in force (see Note G) ; or 

(2) for the purpose of correcting clerical errors. 1 

Section 369 — Note 2 

1. (’GG) 5 Suth W R Cr G1 (G4):Beng L R Sup Vol 43G(FJ3), Queen x.Godai Baout. 
(Dissenting from 3 Suth W R Cr 45.) 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 2 (2), In rc Krishno Churan. (5 Suth IV R Cr 61 foil.) 

(’26) AIR 192G Mad 420 (420,421): 27 Cr.L.J. 1S4, In rc Arumuga Padayachi. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 640 (Gil): 2G Cr.L.J. 370: 47 Mad 42S, In re Somcc Naidu. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 1001 (1002) : 53 Mad 870 : 32 Cri L Jour 429, Ekambara v. 
Alamelammal . 

(’GS) 4 Mad H C R App xix (xix). 

(’25) AIR 1925 Oudb 47G (477): 26 Cri L Jour 543, Paras Bam v. Emperor. 

(’ll) 12 Cr. L. J. 473 (474) : 12 Ind Cas 81 (LB), Emperor v. Nga Ec Maung. 
(’71) BNWPHCB273 (275), Queen v. Tilokc Chand. 

(’GG) G Suth W R Cr 70 (70), Gunowrcc Bhovea x.Jhandoo. (A lower Court has no 
power to quash its own conviction though illegal.) 

(’70) 7 Bom H C R Cr 67 (67), Beg. v. Mehtarji Gopalji. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 110 (111): 19 Cri L Jour 225, Laclnni Singh v. Bhusi Singh. 

(Assumes the applicability of this section to orders under S. 146 of the Code.) 
(’16) AIR 1916 Mad 1220 (1220) : 16 Cr.L.-J. 5S4, Narasuiga Bao x. VittobaBao. 
(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 301 (301) : 14 Ind Cas 765 (LB), Nga Than v. Emperor. (An 
order under S. 437 cannot be reviewed.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Oudh 85 (85, 8G) : 35 Cri L Jour 417, Bamcshwar Butt Singh v. 
Bharath Singh. (Order of reference under S. 438 cannot be reviewed by subse- 
quent order.) 

See also cases in foot-notes to Note 5. 

[Out see (’70) 5 Mad H C R App six (xx). (A Magistrate was held at liberty to 
alter Ms sentence at any time before the despatch of the Calender to the appel- 
late authority.) 
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Tbo Court cannot also entertain any fresh application on the 
same facts for the same relief, as it would , in effect, amount to a 
re-consideration of the previous order. 2 

The prohibition will, however, extend only to matters which were 
the subject-matter of the prior adjudication. The section docs not bar 
any application to consider a matter which was not the subject of the 
prior adjudication. Thus, where a prior appeal by an accused against 
his conviction was dismissed, it was held that a revision application 
by the Government for enhancement of the sentence is not barred 
inasmuch ns the question of enhancement was not the subject-matter 
of adjudication in the prior appeal. 3 As to whether the High Court 
can in such an application enquire into the merits or the legality of 
the conviction, see s. 430 Note 32. 

The word "judgment” for the purposes of this chapter, and 
therefore for the purposes of this section also, means a decision in a 
trial which decides a case finally, so far as the Court trying the case 
is concerned and terminating in a conviction or acquittal , 3a 


(’70) G Mad II C R App vii (viii). (Do.) 

('71) G Mad II C R App xviii (xviii). (Do.)] 

2. (*12) 13 Cr. L. J. 301 (301) : 14 Ind Ca-. 705 (LR), Nga Than v. Emperor. 
(First order in revision refilling to interfere — Subsequent order directing fur- 
ther inquiry under S. 437 war field an order reviewing the l3r;t.) 

(’ll) 12 Cr: L Jour 55G (557) : 10 Ind Ca L - fill (Mad), Kulandai v. Bamasamy. 
(First order declining to proceed under S. 47G — Subsequently on motion of the 
opposite party Court passed order under S. 47C — Second order amounted to review 
of the first.) 

[SYc (’1G) AIR 191G Mad GIG (517) : 1G Cri L .Tour G07, In rc Kanaharabhai, 
(Once a criminal revision petition is dismissed on the merits by a High Court, 
the rules of equity, justice and good conscience require that no other petition on 
the same mailer should lie.)) 

[Sec however (’G9)12 SuthlVR Cr -10(11): 5 Deng L It AppS2i:, Kalidass Bhuita- 
charjec v. Mohcndro Xaih Chatter jce. (Rut where the Magistrate first passes 
an order under S. 133 he is not precluded from passing another order under 
E. 141 on the same facts.)] 

3. (’2G) AIR 192G Rom 555 (55G, 557) : 50 Bom 783 : 27 Cr. L. J. 1173, Emperor 
v. J orabhai. 

(’33) AIR 1939 Rang 392 (391) : 40 Cri L Jour 103 : 1910 R L It 145, The King 
v. Nga Ba Saing. (Assumed.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 485 (48G) : 50 All 715 : 31 Cr. L. J. 1205, Emperor v. Abdul 
Qayum. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Fat 12G (127, 128): 12 Pat 18, Jlashist Karaite v. Sialiamchandra. 
[See (’2G) AIR 192G Nag 323 (321): 27 Cr. L. J. 339, Local Government v. Doma. 
(Conviction nltered — Application for enhancement can he entertained.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 993 (994, 99G) : 20 Cr. L. J. 5S3, In rc Anif Sahib. (Dis- 
missal of revision application by accused against conviction does not bar appli- 
cation by complainant for enhancement of sentence.) 

(’34) AIR 1934 Bom 4T1 (473): 36 Cr. L. J. 351, Emperor v. Indcrchand. (Do.)] 
3a. (’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 39G (397) : 41 Cr. L. J. 725, Emperor v. Aladho Singh. 
(Appollatc Magistrate postponing decision to await examination o£ new witnesses 
by the lower Court — Subsequent decision without such evidence — S. 3G9 does not 
apply to such a case but the procedure of the Magistrate is irregular.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 F C 43 (48) : 40 Cr. L. J. 4G8 : I L R (1939) Kar (FC) 132 : 1939 
F C R 159 : I L R (1940) Lab 400, Hori Bam Singh v. Emperor. (Judgment in 
the Code means a judgment of conviction or acquittal — It does not include an 
interlocutory order.) 

(’39) AIR 1939 Sind 193 (195) : 40 Cr. L. J. 745 : I L R (1940) Kar 74 (FB), Mi. 
Earbai v. Raya Premji. (Order dismissing complaint under S. 203 or discharg- 
ing accused under S. 259 is not judgment.) 
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In respect of final orders , which do not amount to judgments 
in trials, the section does not in terms apply, but the general principle 
on which the section is based would apply and such orders cannot he 
reviewed or altered by the Court which passed them or by any Court 
of co-ordinate jurisdiction. Thus, an order under S. 145, 3b or S. 146, 4 
or S. 488, 5 or an order accepting the verdict of a jury and postponing 
the case for passing the sentence , 0 or an order in a case to the effect 
“enter as false, mistake of law” passed on a perusal of a police-report , 7 
are all final orders disposing of the case, so far as the Court passing 
the order is concerned, and cannot he reviewed or re- considered by 
such Court. See also the undermentioned case . 8 In Emperor v. Ghinna 
Ealiappa Gown den , 9 there are, however, certain observations made 
by White, C. J., tending to show that there is no such general principle 
as that mentioned above. It is submitted that they are not correct. 
The decision itself is supportable on the ground that the order in 
question in that case was not a final order. 

Where the order in question is neither a “judgment” within the 
meaning of this section nor a final order, there is nothing in law 
preventing the Court which passed it from re-considering it or from 
entertaining a fresh application for the same relief as was asked for 
in the proceeding in which the order was passed. Thus, interlocutory 
orders such as an order for transfer of a case , 10 or for issue of a 


(’37) AIR 1937 All 7G (77) : 38 Or. L. J. 318, Jagat Bam v. Emperor. (Complaint 
under S. 47G is not judgment — S. 369 is no bar against a Court altering or 
reviewing the complaint.) 

(’08) 9 Cr. L. J. 80 (82) : 31 Mad 543 (545) : 4 Ind Cas 1113, Emperor v. Mahc- 
sliwara. (Order of discharge under S. 253 is not judgment.) 

(’01) 28 Cal 652 (660): 5 C\Y N 457 (FB), DivarahaNath Mundalv.Bcni Madhab. 
(’30) 1930 Mad W N 190 (190), Anjayya v. Subbamma. (An order of acquittal 
under S. 247 is final and cannot be reviewed.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Cal 9G (9G): 24 Cr. L. J. 71G, Nityananda Eocr v. Ealiliahari. (Do.) 
See also S. 3G7 Note la. 

3b. (’25) AIR 1925 Nag 457 (458): 26 Cr. L. J. 1289, Narayan v. Chandrabhaga. 
(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 401 (402, 403) : 35 Cal 350 : 12 C W N G05, Parbati Churn Roy 
v. Sajjad Ahmad Chowdry. 

(’2G) AIR 1926 All 242 (242)' : 4S All 258 : 27 Cri L Jour 466, Lallan Misscr v. 
Bam Rachchha. 

See also S. 145 Note 56. 

4. (’17) AIR 1917 Pat 2S (30) : 19 Cri L Jour 105, Ballam Singh v. Lai Babu. 
(’69) 11 Suth W R Civ 532 (533), Chowdhry Zuhoorul Hug v. lit. Bagoo Jan. 
(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 605 (606) : 16 Oudh Cas 192 : 21 Ind Cas 477, Bamdularc v. 

Ajudhya. (Assumed that S. 369 applied to the case.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Pat 110 (111) : 19 Cri L Jour 225, Lachmi Singh v. Bhusi Singh. 
(It was assumed in this case that S. 369 applied to such orders and it was further 
stated that clerical mistakes could be corrected.) 

See also S. 146 Note 16. ° 

5. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 222 (223), Saw Groan Shcin v. Ma Kin Kin. 

(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 799 (800) : 18 Cri L Jour 556 (557), Handa Narain v. Man- 
maya Kamin. (Such an order is in effect a judgment.) 

6. (1900) 4 Cal W N 683 (683), Quccn-Emprcss v. Mojalmr Rahman. (Assumed 
that S. 369 would apply.) 

7. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 532 (535) : 24 Cri L Jour 481, Gajo Chowdhry v. Debi 
GhaUdhry. (S. 369 assumed to apply.) 

8. (’98) 22* Bom 949 (958), In re Harilal Buch. (Order refusing to deliver pro- 
perty seized by the police.) ■ 

9. (’06) 29 Mad 126 (132): 3 Cri L Jour 274 (FB). 

10. (’81) 8 Cal 63 (72) : 4 Shome L R 57, In re Abdool Sobhan, 
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summons to an accused person under S. 201, 11 or to a witness, 12 can bo 
reconsidered by the Court. An order of discharge not amounting to 
an acquittal, 13 or an order of dismissal under S. 203 of the Code, 14 or an 
order cancelling a notice under S. 107 of the Code, for the absence of 
the complainant, 16 is not a final order and can be reconsidered by 
the Court. 

The general principle abovomontioned lias no application to 
administrative or ministerial orders. 10 

3. Judgment when final. — A judgment of a criminal Court 
becomes final only after it is pronounced and signed. 1 A judgment, 
therefore, which though signed has not boon pronounced is inoperative 
and incomplete and the Judge has power to alter or vary it before 
pronouncing it. 2 Similarly, where the Magistrate is pronouncing a 


{'93) 20 Cal 513 (519), Dhanput Singh v. Chhattcrpul Svigh, (Order of transfer 
without notice to the parties — Magistrate was competent to re-considcr it.) 

[Sea also (’20) AIR 1920 Pat 5G3 (501, 505} : 21 Cri L Jour 591 : 5 Pat L Jour 
47, Bam Barai v. Bam Pratab. (Inadvertent order of transfer.)] 

11. (’23) AIR 1923 Cal GG2 (GG2) : 25 Cri L Jour -404, Laht Mohan v. Koni Lai. 
See also S. 201 Note 10. 

12. ('31) AIR 1931 Pat 81 (81, 82) : 32 Cri L Jour 551, Assistant Government 
Advocate v. U pendranath linker jcc. 

13. ('30) AIR 1930 Cal G1 (G2): 31 Cr. L. J. 2G0, Dehii Das Karmakar v. Emperor. 
(Order of discharge under S. 209.) 

(’01) 28 Cal G52 (G58, GG2) : 5 C W X 457 (FB), Dtcarkanath Mondul v. Beni - 
viadhab Bancrjcc. 

(’25) AIR 1925 Nng 432 (432) :2G Cri L Jour 1010, Asgar Ali v. Akbar Ali. (Order 
of dismissal under S. 25G.) 

(’09) 9 Cr.L.J.SO (82) : 31 Mad 543 (545): 4 I.C. 1113 (FB), Emperor v. Mahcshwara. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Mad 503 (503, 501) : 2S'Cri L Jour 301, Ycnkkanna v. Emperor. 
(Discharge under S. 259.) 

•(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 203 (208) : 18 51 L J 5G1, In re Budra Goud (Do.) 

(’02) 29 Cal 72G (732) : G C IV X G33 (F B), .Vir Ah wad v. Muhamad Askari. (Xo 
difference between order of discharge passed by a Presidency Magistrate and one 
passed by a Provincial Magistrate.) 

(’29) AIR 1929 Bom 134 (134) : 30 Cr.L.J. 594, Emperor v. Amanath Iiadar. (AIR 
1925 Bom 253, 29 Cal 72G (FB), 29 Mad 12G (FB) and AIR 1914 All 79, followed.) 
(’03) 7 Cal W N 527 (529), Walters v. Ibrahim. (23 Cal G52, followed.) 

[See also (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 193 (195) : 40 Cri L Jour 745 : I L R(1910)Kar74 
(FB), Ml. Harbai v. Baya Prcmji. (Order of discharge is not "judgment”.)] 
[But sec (’35) AIR 1935 All 59 (GO) : 3G Cri L Jour 128, Phonsia v. Emperor.)] 

14. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal G1 (G2) : 31 Cri L Jour 2G0, Deb i Das v. Emperor. 

■(’06) 29 Mad 12G (131) : 3 Cri L Jour 274 (FB), Emperor v, Chinna Kaliappa. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 3G9 (371) : 55 Mad 022 : 33 Cri L Jour 454 : (FB), Ponnu- 

swamy Goundan v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’39) AIR 1939 Sind 193 (195) : 40 Cr.L.J. 745 : ILR (1940) Kar 74 (FB), 
Ml. Harbai v. Raya Prcmji. (Order dismissing complaint is not ’’judgment”.)] 

15 . (’23) AIR 1923 All 332 (333) : 24 Cri L Jour 232, Jasua v. Emperor. (It only 
amounts to a discharge — It was, however, held in this case that the Magistrate 
cannot re-institute the enquiry though a fresh complaint is not barred.) 

16. (’33) AIR 1933 Pat 242(243) : 12Pat234 : 34 Cri L Jour 1198, Uma Singh v. 
Emperor. 

Note 3 

1. (’89) 1889 Rat 429 (429), Queen v. Ganpat. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 120 (120, 121) : 13 I. C. 77G : 38 Cal 828, Amodini Dasi v. 
Darson Ghose. 

(’87) 14 Cal 42 (48) (FB), In re Gibbons. ' 

(But see (’70) 5 Mad II C R App six (xx)., (Under old law, the Magistrate had 
power to alter sentence or order, before despatch of Calender to appellate author 
rity.)] 

2. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 562 (5G3) : 21 Ind Cas 162 (All), Bamdhir Baiv. Emperor.' 
(Judgment not pronounced is mere expression of opinion.) 
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Notes 3-§ 


judgment before signing it, and his attention is drawn to certain 
matters in it showing an error or mistake therein, he has ample powers-, 
to correct any mistake or alter the judgment before signing it . 3 Under 
the rules of the Allahabad High Court, a judgment becomes final only 
after it is sealed, and, therefore, the High Court has power to alter or 
add to its judgment before it is actually sealed . 4 See also the case 
cited below . 5 6 

A Division Bench of the Chief Court of Oudh has, however, held 
that the sealing of the judgment is not what creates finality in the 
judgment and that it is only a ministerial act , 0 though it is the practice 
of the Court that judgments in criminal appeals and revisions are 
sealed. According to the practice of the Bombay High Court in its- 
ordinary original criminal jurisdiction, no judgment nor any other- 
pronouncement of its decision is signed until the warrant is signed by 
the presiding Judge and therefore before signing the warrant the 
Court can alter or review its sentence, though already pronounced . 7 

A “judgment” within the meaning of this section should be taken 
to mean and refer only to the judicial act of the Court in finally 
disposing of the case and must refer to, and indicate only the order of 
the Court when it is read out and signed by the Judge. It does not 
refer to any formal orders which are contemplated to be drawn up 
and issued 8 in consequence by a ministerial officer of the Court. Such 
ministerial orders, which are issued, may be corrected or altered. 9 ' 
See also section 350 Note 6. 

5. "Alter or review the same,” — It has been seen in Note 2,. 
that the Court after signing and pronouncing its judgment becomes 
functus officio and has no power thereafter to add to or alter such 
judgment in any manner. Any such alteration or addition, if made, 
would be without jurisdiction, and a nullity . 1 Thus, the following 

3. (’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 61 (64) : Beng L R Sup Yol. 436, Queen v. Godai Raout. 
(’98) 1893 Rat 659 (663), Queen v. Woman. 

4. (’16) AIR 1916 All 183 (184) : 38 All 134 (137) : 17 Cri L Jour 47, Gobind 
Salmi v. Emperor. (21 All 177 and 27 All 92, followed.) 

(’99) 21 All 177 (178) : 1899 A W N 15, Queen-Empress v. Lalit Tiwari. 

(’04) 1 Cri L Jour 710 (711) : 27 All 92 : 1904 AWN 195, Kallu v. Emperor. 

5. (’03) 7 Cal W N vii (viii), Bibhutti v. Sasi Mono. 

6. (’40) AIR 1940 Oudh 371 (374) : 188 Ind Cas 780 (783, 784) : 41 Cri L Jour 682,. 
Mt. Rajkumari v. Emperor. (21 All 177 ; 27 All 92 ; AIR 1916 All 183; 

7 C W N vii, Dissented from.) 

7. (’36) AIR 1936 Bom 193 (195) ; 37 Cri L Jour 753 : 60 Bom 485, Emperor v. 
Abdul RaMman. 

8. (’26) AIR 1926 Mad 420 (420, 421):27 Cr. L. J. 184, InrcArumuga Padayaclii. . 

9. (’70) 2 N W P H C R 117 (118, 119) (EB), Queen v. Nyn Singh. 

Note 4 

1. (’95) 1895 Rat 804 (805), Queen v. Sahadat Miran. (Changing the date of the - 
commencement of sentence.) 

(’98) 22 Bom 949 (958), In re Harilal Buck. 

(1862-63) 1 Bom H G R Cr 3 (3), Reg v. Tukia. (Altering sentence.) 

(’73) Weir 3rd Edition 983 (984). (Expunging the sentence of flogging.) 

(’06) 4 Cri L Jour 210(211): 10 C W N 1062 : 4 C L J 415, In re Surendra Nath. 
(’96) 1896 Rat 877 (877), Queen-Empress v. Ranchhod Hari. (Review of order of." 
predecessor.) 
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alterations and additions are illegal : 

( 1 ) The addition of an explanatory note to the judgment after it is 
pronounced. 2 

(2) Subsequent sentence under S. 75, Penal Code (enhancing punishment 
on account of a previous conviction) after accused has already been 
convicted and sentenced. 211 

(3) The enhancement of the sentence passed, even though it be at 
the request of the accused himself in order to make his case 
appealable. 3 

(4) The addition of a sentence of imprisonment in default of payment 
of fine even though it had been omitted to be passed by oversight. 33 

In the last mentioned case, the Court can only report the matter 
to the High Court under S. 433. 4 Even in cases -where the Court finds 
that the conviction and sentence passed by it are illegal, 43 or where 
the innocence of the accused is discovered from facts which come to 
light subsequent to the conviction and sentence passed by the Court, 5 
the only remedy would be to report the matter to the High Court 
under s. 43S or to refer the matter to the Provincial Government for 
necessary action under chapter XXIX and not to review or re-consider 
the matter itself. Similarly, where a mistake is pointed out to the 
Magistrate subsequent to his passing an order under S. 488, he cannot 
amend the order but can only submit the proceedings to the Sessions 
Judge for submission to the High Court for rectification. 53 

This rule against review of judgments applies only to cases where 
the portion of the judgment or order sought to be reviewed forms an 
integral part of the judgment, which cannot be treated as separate 
and distinct from such judgment. 5 Where, however, the judgment 


(’19) AIR 1919 All 329 (330) : 20 Cri L Jour 486, Raj Kumar Das v. Emperor. 
(Alteration in the order requiring security under S. 107.) 

[See however (1805) 3 Suth W B Cr 16 (16). (An amendment referring to the time 
at which the sentence should commence is not an alteration of the sentence itself.)] 

2. (’78-80) 2 All 33 (35), Empress of India v. Chatter Singh. 

[ See (’40) AIR 1940 Lah 192 (193) : 41 Cri L Jour 70S, Ohanshyam Das v. Suraj 
Bhan. (High Court has no power to amend its own order by way of explanation 
or otherwise.)] 

2a. (’18) AIR 1918 Bom 250 (250) : 42 Bom 202 : 19 Cri L Jour 279, Mari Parsu 
v. Emperor. 

3. (’83) 1883 All W N 16 (16), Qurban Ali v. Aziziiddin. (See however S. 413 N 4.) 
3a. See cases in foot-note (4). 

4. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 368 (368) : 22CriLJour608, In re Dhondi Nathaji Rant. 
(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Rul 18 (18), Queen-Empress v. M E Oyiue. 

4a. (’75) 23 Suth W R Cr 49 (49), Queen v. Poran Mai. 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Rul 354 (354, 355), Nga E v. Queen-Empress. 

(’04) 2 Low Bur Rul 43 (45), King-Emperor v. Maung Clio. 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 1001 (1002) : 53 Mad 870 : 32 Cri L Jour 429, Ekambara 
Mudali v. Alamelammal. (Court cannot treat its order of acquittal as a nullity.) 
(1865) 6 Suth W R Cr 70 (70), Gunowree Bhovca v. Jhandoo. 

(’68) 4 Mad H C R App xix (six). 

(’78) 1878 Rat 137 (137), Queen-Empress v. Tuharam. 

See also S. 438 Note 4. 

5. (’23) AIR 1923 All 473 (474) : 45 All 143 : 24 Cr. L. J. 766, Kale v. Emperor. 

(’77) 1 Ind Jur N S 333 ( ), Beg. v. Hart. 

5a. (’40) AIR 1940 Rang 222 (223), Saw Gwan Shein v. Ma Kin Kin. 

6. (’17) AIR 1917 Lah 163(164) : 18 Cri L Jour 332 (333) : 1916 Pun Re No. 25 Cr, 
Official Receiver , Karachi v. Ganga Ram. 
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contains damaging observations against a witness, who at the time 
had no opportunity of explaining or defending himself, it has been 
held that the Judge has power to re-eonsider that portion of it for the 
purpose of expunging such observations, if thereby the judgment 
against the accused is not affected, reviewed or varied. 7 Similarly, 
where the Magistrate accidentally omits to pass an order regarding the 
disposal of property at the time of the judgment, he or his successor 
can subsequently pass an order for its disposal, as such an addition is 
not an alteration of the judgment. 8 A judgment cannot be said to be 
altered within the meaning of this section in the following cases : 

(1) Where the Sessions Judge sentences the accused to transportation 
in ignorance of the fact that the accused is already serving a 
sentence of imprisonment and after becoming aware of it, directs 
that the sentence of transportation should take effect immediately. 9 

(2) Where the Court adds a direction as to costs in a proceeding under 
section 145. 10 

(3) Where the appellate Court setting aside a conviction on the ground 
of want of jurisdiction, but omitting to order a re-trial, adds the 
necessary directions subsequently. 11 

5. Power of High Court to review its judgment, — Before 
the amendment of 1923, the section ran as follows : 

“No Court, other than a High Court, when it has signed its 
judgment, shall alter or review the same except as provided in ss. 395 
and 4S-1 or to correct a clerical error.” 

The question arose whether the express negation of the power of 
review in respect of criminal tribunals other than the High Court 
had the effect of conferring upon the High Court such a power by 
implication. It was held in a series of decisions that the exclusion of 
judgments of the High Court from the purview of the section could 
not, in the absence of any provision expressly conferring the power, be 
read as conferring upon the High Court any such power, 1 and that 
the Legislature in thus excluding High Courts from the purview of 
that section had in mind s. 431 and the Letters Patent which provide 
for review of judgments where questions of law are reserved for 
consideration. 2 

7. (’10) 11 Cri L Jour 178 (179) : 5 I. C. Gil (Lab), In rc Malik Umar Hayat. 
See also S. 5G1A Note 7. 

8. (’22) AIR 1922 Mad 329 (329) : 24 Cri L Jour 159, In rc Subba Baidu . 

[But see (’01) 4 Bom L R 12 (13), Sakharam v. J air am.)] 

9. (’88) 1888 Rat 391 (391), Queen-Empress v. Hari. 

10. (’20) AIR 1920 Cal 320 (320) : 47 Cal 974 : 21 Cr. L. J. 751, Nafar Chandra 
Pal v. Sidhartlia Krishna. 

11. (’81) 3 Mad 48 (51) : 2 Weir 756, In rc Bami Bcddy. 

Note 5 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 42G (427): 46 Mad 382: 24 Cr.L.J. 439, Kunhamad Eaji 
v. Emperor. 

<’8G) 14 Cal 42 (47) (FB), In re Gibbons. 

095) 1895 Rat 791 (791), Queen v. Mohun Abhcsingh. 

2. (’85) 7 All 672 (674): 1885 A W N 177, Queen-Empress v. Durga Cliaran. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 791 (791), Queen v. Mohun Abehsingh. 

(’86) 10 Bom 176 (180) (F B), Queen-Empress v. C.P. Fox. 
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The section has been amended in order to give effect to the view 
abovementioned. 3 Where the High Court has pronounced its judgment 
and signed it, it becomes functus officio and neither the Judge, who 
passed the judgment nor any other Bench of the High Court has any 
power to review, re- consider or alter it except for correcting a clerical 
error, 4 whether the judgment was passed in revision, 6 or on appeal, 0 or 
on a reference to it under S. 432 or s, 434, 7 or in its original criminal 
jurisdiction. 

Where the High Court dismisses a criminal revision application 
for default, or where it passes an order to the prejudice of a party 
without providing such party an opportunity for being heard in 


(’23) AIR 1923 MM 426 (433): 46 Mad 382: 24 Cr. L. J. 439, Kunhamad Eaji v. 
Emperor. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 60 (62): 56 All 990 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1485, Kunji Lai v. Emperor. 
(The reference to Letters Patent is to Clauses 18 and 19 in the case of Allahabad 
High Court.) 

[See (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 640 (641) : 47 Mad 428 : 26 Cr. L. .T. 370, In re Somu 
Naidu.) 

3. Statement of Objects and Reasons, 1921. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 466 (467): 36 Cr.L.J. 12S6: 57 All 867, BanwariLalv. Emperor. 
(’24) AIR 1924 Mad 640 (643): 47 Mad 428: 26 Cr.L.J. 370, In r e Somu Naidu. 

4. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 870 (871, 874): 34 Cri L Jour 1100: 61 Cal 155, DahuRaut 
v. Emperor. 

(’87) 14 Cal 42 (48) (F B), In rc Gibbons. 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 314 (318): 1909 Pun Re No. 8 Cr: 3 I C 580, Eira v. Emperor. 
(’99) 23 Bom 50 (54), Queen-Empress v. Ganesh Ravtkrishna. 

(’09) 9 Cr.L.J. 306 (307): 1909 Pun Re No. 1 Cr: 1 1 C 506, Hale v. Emperor. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Bom 238 (238): IS Cri L Jour 889 (889), Nagangauda v. Emperor. 
[Sec (’27) AIR 1927 Mad 961 (9G2): 28 Cr. L. J. 974 (S B), Muthu Balu Chettiar 
v. Chairman, Madura Municipality. (But where a Bench of the High Court 
heard the case, but did not finally dispose of the case, held another Bench of 
the Court had power to hear and dispose of the case.)] 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 All 466 (467) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1286 : 57 All 867, Banwari Lai v. 
Emperor. 

(’29) AIR 1929 Lah 797 (799):10 Lab 241:30 Cr.L.J. Bib, Emperor v.DhannaLal. 
(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 314 (318): 1909 Pun Re No, 8 Cr: 3 I C 580, Hirav. Emperor. 
(’89) 1889 Rat 458 (458), Queen-Empress v. Chimaba. 

(’9 S) 26 Cal 188 (191, 192): 3 C W N 49, Eurbullabh v. Luchmcswar. 

(’05) 2 Cr. L. J. 465 (467) : 1905 Upp Bur Rul Cr P C 35, Ah Lak v. Emperor. 
(’19) AIR 1919 Pat 514 (514) : 20 Cri L Jour 447, Nand Eishorc v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 All 183 (183): 17 Cr. L. J. 47 (48): 38 All 134, Gobind v. Emperor. 
(’85) 7 All 672 (673): 1885 A W N 177, Queen-Empress v. Durga Charan. 

(’85) 10 Bom 176 (180) (F B), Queen-Empress v. C. P. Fox. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 462 (464): 10 Lah 1: 29 Cri L Jour 669, Raju v. Emperor. 
[See (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 516 (517): 16 Cr.L.J. 697, In re Kanakasabhai. (Revi- 
sion petition dismissed on merits — No fresh petition on same matter lies.)] 

[Out see (’27) AIR 1927 All 724 (726) : 29 Cri L Jour 88, Sripal Narain Singh 
v. Gahbar Rai. (Dissented from in AIR 1935 All 466.)] 

6. (’39) AIR 1939 Lah 244 (246) : 40 Cr. L. J. 763, Edward Feio v. Emperor. 
(The only authority that can interfere with the sentence is the Provincial Gov- 
ernment.) 

(’36) AIR 1936 Nag 132 (134) : I L R (1936) Nag 99 : 38 Cr. L. J. 390, Diwan 
Singh v. Emperor. 

(’81) 2 Weir 573 (573), In re Vcnhatachalam. 

(’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 47 (48, 49), Queen-Empress v. Chundro Joogi. 

(’23) AIR 1923 All 473 (474) : 45 All 143 : 24 Cr. L. J. 766, Kale v. Emperor. 
(Even if any new materials had been discovered which if they had been placed 
before Court the Court might have come to a different conclusion, the Court has 
no power of review and the only remedy is to apply to Government.) 

(’79) 4 Bom 101 (102, 103), Empress v. Mahomed Yashin. 

7. (’93) 1893 Rat 638 (638), Queen-Empress v. Canji. 
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Notes 5-6 


support of bis case, has the High Court power to restore the case and 
hear the matter again on its merits? The answer to this question 
depends upon the nature of the order passed by the Court. The powers 
of revision vested in the High Court under S.439 can only be exercised 
at the discretion of the Court if the circumstances require it and 
ordinarily no party has a right to be heard in support of his case. 8 
But where such a right is expressly given to the accused as under 
sub-s.(2) to s. 439, the High Court is bound to provide an opportunity 
to the accused before passing any order to his prejudice. It has, 
therefore, been held that where an order is passed to the prejudice of 
an accused, and by mistake or inadvertence, no opportunity had been 
given to him to he heard in his defence, such an order being without 
jurisdiction is not a judgment contemplated by this section and that 
the High Court has power to entertain a fresh revision application to 
re-consider the matter. 9 Where, however, the sentence against an 
accused is reduced without notice to the Crown, the Court has no 
power to re-consider the matter as the Crown has no right to be heard 
in the matter of sentence. 10 In all other cases, where a criminal revision 
application is dismissed for default of the petitioner, the High Court 
has no right to entertain a fresh application for the same relief. 11 It 
has, however, been held by the High Courts of Lahore, 12 Rangoon 13 
and Calcutta 14 that even in such cases the High Court has power to 
set aside the order of dismissal, as an order of dismissal for default is 
not a judgment (which is presumably a judgment on merits) contem- 
plated by this section. See also section 435 Note 20. 

As to the inherent power of the High Court in such cases, see Note 6. 

6. “Saye as otherwise provided by the Code.” — The 

provisions of the section should be read as subject to any provision of 
the Code which provides specifically for a review of judgment. The 
following provisions admit of review of judgments in particular cases : 

(1) Section 395 providing for review of the sentence of whipping. 

(2) Sections 432 and 434 providing for review of a case where questions 
of law are referred or reserved, as the case may be, for decision by 
the High Court. 

8. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 640(644): 47 Mad 428: 26 Cr.L.J. 37 0, litre Somu Naidu. 

9. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 640(644):47 Mad 428: 26 Cr.L.J. 370, In re Somu Naidu. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal 702 (704) : 55 Cal 417 : 28 Cr. L. J. 831, Bamesh Pada v. 

Kadambini Dasi. 

See also S. 439 Note 45. 

10. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 870 (872, 873) : 61 Cal 155 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1100, Balm 
Baut v. Emperor. 

11. (’12) 13 Cr. L. J. 710 (711) : 16 I. C. 518 (Mad), Banga Bow v. Emperor. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 276 (276) : 23 Cr. L. J. 746, Appayya v. V enhatapayya. (Re- 
vision rejected for non-payment of printing charges — Held Court had no power 
to i*6- hear J 

[See (’16) AIR 1916 Mad 516 (517) : 16 Cr. L. J. 697 (698), In re Kanahasabhai, 
(Revision dismissed on merits — No fresh petition lies on the same matter.)] 

12. (’24) AIR 1924 Lah 310(310): 23 Cr.L.J. 750, Kislicn Singh v. Girdhari Lai. 

13. (’28) AIR 1928 Rang 288 (288) : 30 Cr. L. J. 749, Ibrahim v. Emperor. 

14. (’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 287 (288, 289): 3 I.C. 393 (Cal), Bibhuty Mohan v. Dasimoni 
Dassi. (Application dismissed not heard and determined on merits — It can 
be restored to file and heard.) 
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( 3 ) Section 484 providing for review of judgment in contempt cases Section 369 

where the accused tenders an apology. 1 Note 6 

( 4 ) Section 436 providing for a District Magistrate making further 
inquiry himself in respect of an order passed by himself. 2 

'( 5 ) Section 489 ( 2 ) providing for cancellation or variation of an order 
passed under s. 48S. 3 

•(G) Judgments and orders passed by an appellate Court are final except 
in cases provided for in chapter XXXII. See S. 430. As to whether 
S. 430, which saves the right of revision in respect of appellate orders, 
has application to orders in appeal passed by the High Court itself, 
see section 439 Note 32. 

The inherent powers of the High Court, as stated in S.6G1A, do 
not include the power to review an order made by the High Court in 
its criminal jurisdiction. That section merely declares that such inherent 
powers as the Court may possess shall not be deemed to be limited or 
.affected by anything contained in the Code ; it does not confer on the 
Court any new powers such as any power to review or alter orders 
passed by itself. 4 


370.* Instead of recording a judgment in section 370 
Presidency Magis- manner hereinbefore provided, a 
trote’s judgment. Presidency Magistrate shall record 
the following particulars : — 

(a) the serial number of the case; 

(b) the date of the commission of the offence ; 

( c) the name of the complainant (if any) ; 

* 1882 : S. 370; 1872 and 1861 — Nil. 


Note 6 

1. (’35) AIR 1935 All GO (61):56 All 990:35 CriL Jour 1485, Kuitji Lai Emperor. 

2. (’01) 28 Cal 102 (104), Bidhu Gliandalini v. Mali Shaikh. 

(’06) 11 Cal W N xi, Dcdar v. Emperor. 

See also S. 436 Note 4a. 

3. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 334 (335) : 39 Cri L Jour 381, Bliagubhai Ranclihodas v. 
Bai Arvinda. 

4. (>28) AIR 1928 Lak 462 (463):10 Lali 1:29 Cri L Jour 669, Raju v. Emperor. 
(AIR 1927 Lah 139, overruled.) 

•(’39) AIR 1939 Lak 244 (245) : 40 Cri L Jouy 763, Edward Few v. Emperor. 

(The only autkority tkat can interfere is tke Provincial Government.) 

(’38) AIR 1938 Nag 74 (75) : 39 Cri L Jour 116 : 1 L R (1940) Nag 267, Laxman- 
rao Parashram v. Emperor. (AIR 1928 Oudh 402, dissented from.) 
f’ 33) AIR 1933 Cal 870 (874):61 Cal 155:34 Cr. L.J. 1100, Balm Rant v. Emperor. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lak 797 (799) : 10 Lak 241 : 30 Cri L Jour 815, Emperor v. 
Dhanna Lai. 

(’35) AIR 1935 All 466 (467, 468) : 36 Cri L Jour 1286 : 57 All 867, Banwari 
Lai v. Evipcror. (Case law discussed.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Nag 169 (169):27 Nag LR 163:32 Cr.L.J. 1222, Ganpatv. Emperor. 
(’35) AIR 1935 All 60 (61) : 56 All 990: 35 Cr. L. J. 1485, Kunji Lalv. Emperor. 
[But see (’28) AIR 1928 Oudk 402 (403) : 29 Cri L Jour 893 : 3 Luck 680, Em- 
peror v. Shiva Datta. (Following AIR 1927 Lak 139 which was overruled by 
AIR 1928 Lah 462.)] 

•See also S. 56A Note 2. 
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(cl) the name of the accused person, and (except in 
the case of an European British subject) his 
parentage and residence ; 

(e) the offence complained of or proved ; 

(f) the plea of the accused and his examination (if 
any) ; 

(g) the final order ; 

(1 1 ) the date of such order ; and 

(i ) in all cases in which the Magistrate inflicts 
imprisonment, or fine exceeding two hundred 
rupees, or both, a brief statement of the reasons 
for the conviction. 

Synopsis 

1. Scope of the section. 

2. Record of particulars. 

3. Plea and examination of the accused — Clause (f).. 

4. Recording reasons — Clause (i). 

5. “Imprisonment." 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

“Imprisonment" — Refers only to sub- Reasons — To be recorded briefly— Omis- 
stantive sentence. See Note 5. sion to do so not seriously prejudicing 

Magistrate — Referring to document on accused — Irregularity cured by S. 537. 
record — No serious objection. See Note See Note 4. 

4. Section — No application to proceedings 

Omission to record particulars — Only under Workman’s Breach of Contract- 
irregularity. See Note 2. Act. See Note I. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section is an exception to S.3G7 
and enacts that a Presidency Magistrate shall record the particulars 
specified instead of recording a judgment as provided by S. 3G7. 1 This 
section has no application to proceedings started under S. 2, sub-s.(l), 
and s. 3 of the Workman’s Breach of Contract Act, 1859. 2 

2. Record of particulars. — The direction to record particulars 
should be strictly followed . 1 The various particulars should be recorded 
in the form prescribed by the various High Courts . 2 Where, however, 
all the important particulars have been recorded, the omission to record 
all the particulars in the form prescribed is only an irregularity which 
can be cured under S, 537 . 3 


Section 370 • — Note 1 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375) : 45 Bom 672 : 22 Cr.L. J. 17, G. S. Fernandes 
v. Emperor. 

2. (1900) 27 Cal 131 (132, 133) : 4 C W N 201, Avcram Das v. Abdul Rahim. 

Note 2 

1. (’32) AIR 1932 Cal G2 (63) : 33 Cr. L. J, 264, Man Mohan v. Corporation of 
Calcutta. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 64 (64) : 33 Cr. L. J, 265, Probodh Chandra v. Corporation of 
Calcutta. 

(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 692 (692) : 27 Cri L Jour 110, Ismail Sha v. Emperor. 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1109 (1110}:27 Cr.L.J. 1131, Bishnu Pada Deb v. Emperor. 

3. (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1109 (1110):27 Cr.L.J. 1131, Bishnu Pada Dcbx. Emperor. 
See also S. 537 Note 12. 
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3. Plea and examination of the accused — Clause (f). — The 
words “if any” in clause (f) do not control the provisions of s. 342, under 
which the Magistrate is bound to record the examination of the accused . 1 
No hard and fast rule is contemplated as to how the plea and examina- 
tion of the accused are to be recorded ; the entry, therefore, “denies” in 
the column was held sufficient compliance with the section where, 
when the plea was taken and the accused was examined, he merely 
denied having committed the offence . 2 

As to the effect of non-compliance with the clause, see S. 537 Note 12. 

4. Recording reasons — Clause (i). — In all cases where the 
Magistrate passes a sentence of imprisonment or fine exceeding Rs. 200, 
he should record briefly his reasons for the conviction. It is enough if 
the reasons are briefly stated , 1 but it should be done in such a manner 
that the High Court may in revision be in a position to judge whether 
there were sufficient materials before the Magistrate to support the 
conviction . 2 Thus, a mere statement that the offence is proved , 3 or that 
the accused has no defence to make , 4 or that the Magistrate believes 
the prosecution witnesses , 6 is not a compliance with the provisions of 
the section ; -where, however, the omission to record the reasons has not 
seriously prejudiced the accused , 0 as where the trying Magistrate has 
made a record of the evidence and other important matters and the 
records are made available to the Court , 7 the irregularity will be cured 
under s. 537. Section 441 further enables the Magistrate to submit a 
statement of reasons where the records are called for by the High Court 
(under s. 435) even in cases where no reasons are recorded at all by the 


Note 3 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 Bom 374 (375, 37G):45 Bora 672:22 Cr.L.J. 17, G.S. Fernandez. 
v. Emperor. 

See also S. 342 Note 4. 

2. (’29) AIR 1929 Cal 406 (406, 407) : 56 Cal 1067 : 30 Cr. L. J. 526, Sadagar v. 
Emperor, 

Note 4 

1. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 839 (841) : 31 Cal 983: SOWN 839, Emamdu v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Cal 1109 (1111) : 27 Cr. L. J. 1131, Bishnu Pada Deb v. Evxperor. 

(Under S. 370 there is no serious objection to the Magistrate’s referring to a 
document on the record instead of taking the trouble to re-write those portions 
of it which should have been included in his final order.) 

(’87) 14 Cal 174 (175), Moleeram v. Bclasccram. 

2. (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 527 (528) : 8 C W N 587, Toolscij Kaharin v. Emperor. 

(’86) 13 Cal 272 (274), Yakoob v. Adamson. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Mad 144 (144) : 23 Cri L Jour 602, In re Varadarajuhi. 

3. (1900) 27 Cal 461 (462) : 4 C W N 467, Natabar v. Provash. 

(’86) 13 Cal 272 (273), Yacoob v. Adamson. 

[. See (’26) AIR 1926 Cal 692 (692) : 27 Cri L Jour 110, Ismail Ska v. Emperor .] 

4. (1900) 27 Cal 461 (461, 462):4 CWN 467, Natabar Ghose v. Provash Ghunder. 

5. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 137 (137) : 16 Cri L Jour 771 (771), Shankar v. Emperor. 

6. (’24) AIR 1924 Mad 799 (800) : 25 Cri L Jour 1084, In re Thurman. (Accused 
found guilty of assault in public street — No prejudice by failure to record finding 
as to breach of the peace.) 

(1900) 27 Cal 461 (462) :4 CWK 467, Natabar Ghose v. Provash Chunder. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 655 (656) : 33 Cri L Jour 729, Sliamlal Khettry v. Emperor. 
fWhere evidence and statements of the accused were recorded failure to give rea- 
sons did not prejudice the accused.) 

[See (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 137 (137):16 Cr.L.J. 771 (771), Shankar v. Emperor .] 

7. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 185(186) : 46 Mad 253 : 24 Cr. L. J. 84, In re Derwish. 


. Section 370 
Notes 3-4 
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Section 370 Presidency Magistrate in bis judgment. But "where the conviction is 
Notes 4-5 passed without proper reasons therefor, on evidence of which no 
record is taken and which is, therefore, not available to the High Court, 
the omission to record the reasons in such cases is a grave irregularity' 
which will be a sufficient ground for interference by the High Court. 8 
See also section 537 Note 12. 

The Presidency Magistrate is not bound to give any statement of 
reasons in case he inflicts a fine of less than Rs. 200, but if he chooses to 
■write a judgment in such a case it is his duty to give his findings on 
the facts proved. 0 

8. “Imprisonment.” — The word “imprisonment” contemplated 
by this section refers to the substantive sentence passed ; it does not 
include the sentence of imprisonment ordered in default of payment 
of fine. 1 


Section 371 


37 1 .* (1) On the application of the accused a 
Copy of judgment, copy of the judgment, or, when he 

etc., to be given to 1 % . '' 

accused on application, so desires, a translation m his own 
language, if practicable, or in the language of the 
Court, shall be given to him without delay. Such 
copy shall, in any case other than a summons-case, 
be given free of cost. 

(2) In trials by jury in a Court of Session, a copy 
of the heads of the charge to the jury shall, on the 
application of the accused, be given to him without 
delay and free of cost. 

(3) When the accused is sentenced to death by a 
Case of person Sessions Judge, such Judge shall 

sentenced to death, further inform him of the period 

within which, if he wishes to appeal, his appeal 
should be preferred. 

1. “On the application of the accused. ” — Under this section 
the accused is entitled to a copy of the judgment only on his application. 
The undermentioned cases decided under the Code of 1872 wherein the 
grant of copies has been held to be compulsory and independent of any 


* 1882 : S. 371; 1872 : S. 464; 1861— Nil. 


8. (’28) AIR 1923 Mad 185 (186); 46 Mad 253 : 24 Cri L Jour 84, In re Dervish. 
<’04) 1 Gri L Jour 527 (528) ; 8 G W N 587, Toolseij v. Emperor. 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 892 (893), Mahaboob Khan v. Emperor. (Evidence meagre.) 
(’86) 13 Gal 272 (274), Yacoob v. Adamson. (Prejudice is presumed.) 

9. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 532 (533) : 60 Cal 656 : 34 Cri L Jour 1059, Nishikant 
dialler jee v. Behari Kahar. 

Note 5 

1. (’87) 14 Gal 174 (175), Motiram v. Belaseeram. 
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request on the part of the accused are no longer of any importance. 1 
See also Notes to section 54S. 

2. Courfc-fees. — Where a copy is granted under this section 
free of cost, it is not also necessary to affix any court-fee stamp on it 
when preferring an appeal. 1 

3. Limitation for appeal against sentence of death. — The 
period of limitation prescribed for an appeal from a sentence of death 
passed by a Court of Session is seven days from the date of the sentence. 
See Article 150 of schedule n of the Limitation Act. 


372.* The original judgment shall be filed 
judgment when with the record of proceedings, and, 
to be translated. -where the original is recorded in a 
different language from that of the Court, and the 
accused so requires, a translation thereof into the 
language of the Court shall be added to such record. 

1. Scope of the section. — The Court is bound, where the accused 
so requires, to furnish a translation of the judgment where it is 
recorded in a different language from that of the Court 1 but this 
section applies only to judgments and final orders in the nature of a 
judgment and has no application to orders on interlocutory applications 
or to administrative orders. 2 See also section SG9 Note 2. 


373.t In cases tried by the Court of Session, 
Court of Session to the Court shall forward a copy of its 

and d s C en P tence f mDb- finding and sentence (if any) to the 
trict Magistrate. District Magistrate within the local 
limits of whose jurisdiction the trial was held. 


* 1882 :S. 372; 1872 : S. 464; 1861 : S. 429. 

] 1882 : S. 373; 1872 : S. 302; 1861 : S. 384. 

Section 371 — Note 1 

1. (’73) 1873 Rat 73 (73). 

(’68) 9 Snth W R Cr 19 (19), In rc Bam Ghundcr. 

Note 2 

1. (’88) 1888 Rat 364 (364), Queen-Empress v. Bagba. 

Section 372 — Note 1 

1. See (1863) 1 Bom H C R Cr 17 (19), Beg. v. Batanji Bhitkan. 

2. (’72) 1872 Rat 61 (61) Beg.'v. Pandvrang. (Case under Code of 1861— Section 
applies to final orders passed.) 


Section 371 
Notes 1-3 


Section 372 


Section 373 
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Of the Submission of Sentences fob Confirmation. 

374. ‘ When the Court of Session passes sen- 
t 0 S bfsXnuti ea by ^ ence °f death, the proceedings shall 
Court of Session. he submitted to the High Court and 
the sentence shall not be executed unless it is confirmed 
by the High Court. 

1. Scope and object. — The Legislature has provided in the 
confirmation proceedings a final safeguard of the life and liberty of the 
subject in cases of capital sentences. The High Court has been given 
wide powers under this chapter in order to prevent any possible mis- 
carriage of justice . 1 Similar reference is also provided under special 
laws in the ease of sentences of death passed thereunder . 2 

References for confirmation can be made only in cases of sentences 
of death . 3 

The records transmitted to the High Court in a confirmation case 
must be complete . 4 

As to the time within which reference should be made, see the 
undermentioned case . 5 


375. t W If when such proceedings are 
Power to direct submitted the High Court thinks 
that a further inquiry should be 
evidence to betaken, made into, or additional evidence 
taken upon, any point bearing upon the guilt or 
innocence of the convicted person, it may make such 
inquiry or take such evidence itself, or direct it to he- 
rn ade or taken by the Court of Session. 

(2) Such inquiry shall not be made 'nor shall 
such evidence be taken in the presence of jurors or 

* 1882 : S. 374; 1872 : S. 287, para. 1; 1861 : S. 380. 
t 1882 : S. 375; 1872 : S. 289; 1861 : S. 400. 

Section 374 — Note 1 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 {85, 89) : 23 Cr. L. J. 38 : 15 Sind L R 103 (FB), Gul 
v. Emperor. 

(’95) 1895 Rat 806 (814), Qxieen-Empress v. Kallappa. 

2. (’33) AIR 19§3 Cal 1 (2) ; 33 Cr. L. J. 837 (FB), Prodyot Kumar v. Emperor. 
(See S. 3 (2), Bengal Criminal Law Amendment Supplementary Act.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Cal 818 (818, 820) : 33 Cr. L. J. 722 (FB), Monoranjan Bhatta- 
charjya v. Emperor. (Do.) 

3. (’73) 5 N W P H C E 130 (132), Queen v. Aman. 

[See (’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 111 (11), Empress v. Boydon'ath. (Accused convicted 
of murder and sentenced to transportation for life — Held that under Act 37 of 
1855 no appeal lay to the High Court from such sentence.)] 

See also S. 376 Note 1. 

4. (’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 16(17), In re Gopal Hajjain. (The record of the defence 
set up in the Sessions Court was wanting in this reference.) 

5. (’84) 7 Mad H C R App ssi (xsi). 
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assessors, and, unless the High Court otherwise directs, 
the presence of the convicted person may he dispensed 
with when the same is made or taken. 


(3) When the inquiry and the evidence (if any) 
are not made and taken by the High Court, the result 
of such inquiry and the evidence shall be certified to 
such Court. 

Synopsis 

1. Further enquiry. I 3. Presence of the accused. 

2. Additional evidence. I 4. AppC-al. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


•Comparison with S. 428. See Note 2. 

•Confession tutored by Magistrate — Exa- 
mination of Magistrate directed. See 
Note 1. 

•Confession wrongly rejected by Sessions 
Court. Sec Note 2. 


Further enquiry — Additional evidence 
not needed. See Note 1. 

Insanity of neensed — Direction for 
medical observation and report. See 
Note 1. 

Reference to prior statements to police. 
See Note 2. 


1. Further enquiry. — If on the reference under s. 374, the 
High Court thinks that a further enquiry is to be made, or additional 
evidence is to be taken regarding the guilt or innocence of the accused, 
it may make such further enquiry, or take such additional evidence 
itself, or direct the Court of Session to do so. Further enquiry would 
■ordinarily be ordered, when there is any defect in the procedure 
adopted in the Court of Session. Thus, where the question was, if the 
accused was insane at the time ho committed the murder of his wife, 
and where there was evidence that the accused spoke like an insane 
man on the day previous to the murder, and there was no evidence 
of any reasonable or probable cause for any jealousy on his part by 
reason of any evil conduct on the part of his wife, and the assessors 
found that the accused was not of sound mind, the High Court held 
that it was a “defect of enquiry” not to have placed the accused under 
medical observation. The High Court consequently directed the Court 
-of Session to place the convicted person under medical observation for 
a month, and then forward the case to them, with the evidence of the 
medical officer arid opinion of the Sessions Judge. 1 Where again the 
prisoner was convicted on the solo evidence of his confession, which 
he alleged had been tutored 'by the Magistrate who recorded it, the 
High Court directed the examination of that Magistrate on the question 
•of the alleged tutoring. 2 The words “further inquiry should be made 
into or additional evidence taken upon” show that “further inquiry’’ 
does not always involve the taking of additional evidence. “Further 
inquiry" also includes the consideration of the evidence already taken. 3 

Section 375 — Note 1 

1. (1864) 1 Suth W R Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Sheik Mustafa. 

2. (’95) 19 Bom 195 (198), Empress v. Palmji. 

3. (’91) 14 Mad 334 (337, 341) : 1 M L J 343 : 2 Weir 557 (FB), Queen-Empress 

v. Balasinnatambi. (Case under S. 436.) 

[See also (’88)' 15 Cal 608 (620, 621) (FB), H'ari Das Sanyal v. Saritulla. (Do.)] 
See also S. 436 Note 8. 


Section 375 
Note 1 
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Section 375 
Notes 2-4 


2. Additional evidence. — Additional evidence will be directed 
to be taken, or taken by the High Court itself when such evidence has 
been improperly rejected by the Court of Session as in the case of a 
confession wrongly rejected , 1 or when the evidence already on record 
is insufficient for arriving at a proper decision. Thus, when the evidence 
as to the prisoner’s state of mind was insufficient, additional evidence 
was called for . 2 

Where during the course of the trial, the accused applied to be 
allowed to call for certain evidence material to his defence, and the 
Court of Session improperly refused to grant his application, the High 
Court permitted him under this section to produce such evidence . 3 

Under this section additional evidence can be taken on any point 
bearing on the guilt or innocence of the accused ; while under S. 428 
additional evidence can be taken whenever the appellate Court thinks 
it necessary. Thus, under S. 42S an appellate Court may test the value 
of a statement made by a defence witness by taking additional 
evidence in appeal ; 4 while under this section testimony of witnesses 
cannot be tested by admitting additional evidence. Thus, the High 
Court cannot refer to the earlier statements made by the witnesses to 
the police, with a view to discredit such witnesses . 5 

Where the circumstances called for the re-opening of the whole 
case owing to a grave irregularity in procedure, it was held that the 
proper course was to set aside the conviction and order a retrial 
instead of directing additional evidence to be taken under this section . 0 

3. Presence of the accused. — The presence of the accused 
could be dispensed with when the High Court is recording additional 
evidence . 1 

4. Appeal. — Where on a reference, the High Court had 
pronounced its decision, it was held that the accused had no further 
right of appeal, though at the time of reference he could have preferred 
an appeal . 1 


Note 2 

1. (’01) 25 Bom 16S (174) : 2 Bom L R 761, Queen-Empress v. Basavanta. 

2. (’86) 1886 Rat 229 (236, 237), Queen-Empress v. Nepal. 

3. (’ll) 12 Crl L Jour 412 (420) : 11 Ind Cas 596 (Lah), Bhag wan Eaurv.Croum. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 106 (109) : 25 Cri L Jour 401, In re Narayana Mcnon. 

4. (’28) AIR 1928 Mad 1174 (1175) : 30 Cr. h.J. 133, Subramania Iyer Emperor. 
(’25) AIR 1925 Mad 106 (109) : 25 Cri L Jour 401, In re Narayana Mcnon. 

5. (’17) AIR 1917 P C 25 (29) : 44 Cal 876 : 18 Cr. L. J. 471 : 44 Ind App 137 : 
13 Nag L R 100 (PC), Dal Singh v. Emperor. 

6. (’35) AIR 1935 Sind 145 (179) : 28 Sind L R 397 : 36 Cr. L. J. 1161, Emperor 
v. Eari. (Failure to supply to accused copies of statements made to police by 
witnesses under S. 162.) 

Note 3 

I. (’06) 3 All L J 112a, Sheo Aclial Singh v. Emperor. 

Note 4 

1. (’67) 1867 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. 55 (55), Grown v. Soojun Singh. 

See also S. 410 Note 1. 
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376 .* In any case submitted under section 374, 
Power of High Court whether tried with the aid of as- 
annul conviction. sessors or by jury, the High Court— 

(a) may confirm the sentence, or pass any 
other sentence warranted by law, or 
(])) may annul the conviction, and convict 
the accused of any offence of which the 
Sessions Court might have convicted him, 
or order a new trial on the same or an 
amended charge, or 
(c) may acquit the accused person : 

Provided that no order of confirmation shall he 
made under this section until the period allowed for 
preferring an appeal has expired, or, if an appeal is 
presented within such period, until such appeal is 
disposed of. 

Synopsis 


1. Scope. 

2. May confirm the sentence. 

3. Commutation of sentence. 


4. May annul the conviction. 

5. “Convict the accused of any 

offence.” 

6. New trial. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Age or sex— Reduction of sentence. See 
Note 2. 

Circumstantial evidence — Death sen- 
tence— Or transportation for life. See 
Note 2. 

Compared with Ss. 423 and 41S. See 
Note 1. 

Compared with S. 374. See Note 1. 
Conviction, annulment and acquittal. 
See Note 4. 

Dead body not found— Lesser sentence. 
See Note 3. 

jlelay No confirmation of death sen- 

tence. See Notes 2 and 3. 

Doubt as to part taken by accused — 
Lesser sentence. See Note 3. 


Insufficient grounds for refusal of con- 
firmation. See Note 2. 

Judge’s summing up enforcing his own 
view — Re-trial. See Note 6. 

Jury verdict — High Court’s power, See- 
Notes 1 and 4. 

Non-compliance with S. 297 — Rc-trial. 
See Note 6. 

Physical condition of convict. See Note 3. 

Proof of motive. Note 2. 

Reduction of sentence. See Note 3. 

Several convicts for one murder — No 
grouud for commutation. See Note 3. 

Section 84, Penal Code. See Note 3, 

Wrong and improper — Sentence not- 
confirmed. See Note 2. 


* Code of 1882 : S. 376— Same. 

Code of 1872 : S. 288. 

’’SS In any case so referred, whether tried with assessors or by jury, the 
High Court may either confirm the sentence, or pass 
Toxccr of High Court any ot ] ler son tence warranted by law, or may annul the 
to confirm sentence or conv i c t; on and order a new trial on the same or an 
annul conviction. amended charge, or may acquit the accused person. 


Code of 1861 : S. 399. 

309. In any case so referred, the Sudder Court may either confirm the 

_ n sentence or pass any other sentence warranted by law 

Power of Sudder Lourt Qr mfl y annul the conviction and order a new trial 
to confirm , reverse , dc, t Qn the same or an amended charge. If the case shall 
sentence. }, ave been tri ed by the Court of Session with the aid 

of assessors, it shall farther be competent to the Sudder Court to acquit the accused 
person and order his discharge. 


Section 376- 
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Section 376 
Note 1 


i. Scope. — In dealing with an appeal the High Court cannot 
interfere with the verdict of the jury unless such verdict is erroneous 
owing to a misdirection by the Judge or to a misunderstanding on the 
part of the jury of the law as laid down by the Judge. Butin the case 
of a reference under S. 374, the powers of the High Court are not so 
limited and it is open to the High Court to go into the facts and to 
come to the conclusion that the finding of the jury is an unsafe finding, 
or is not justified by the evidence on record . 1 The High Court is thus 
empowered in such cases to substitute its own finding in the place of 
the verdict of the jury, even though tho verdict is unanimous . 2 There 
seems to ho no statutory limit to the power of tho High Court in this 
behalf. The whole broad question of the guilt or innocence of the 
accused is before the High Court, and not merely the question of law 
as to evidence as in an appeal under S. 418, or questions of misdirection 
by the Judge or of misunderstanding on the part of tho jury as under 
S. 423 (2). 3 As a matter of fact, it has been held that in the case of a 
reference under S. 374 the question of misdirection is not of much 
importance as the High Court is obliged to come to its own independent 
conclusion as to the guilt or innocence of the accused, independently 
of the verdict of tho jury or even of the opinion of the Judge . 4 Indeed 
the Legislature has provided in a reference under section 374, a final 
safeguard analogous to tho functions of the Home Office in England, 
and has laid this duty on the High Court . 5 Of course, tho High Court 
has got this power only in cases where tho sentence of death has been 
passed . 0 


Section 37G — Note I 

1. (’37) AIR 1037 Sind 1G2 (1G1) : 3S Cri L .Tour SOS :31SLR 82, Khadbn v. 
Emperor. (S. 37G is to bo road with S. 418 (2).) 

<’3G) AIR 193G Cal 73 (S3) : 37 Cr. L. J. 394 : G3 Cal 929, Bcnoycndrax. Emperor. 
(’.31) AIR 1931 Cal 178 (183) : 32 Cri L Jour 190 (FI3), Em perorx. Panchu Shaikh. 
(’27) AIR 1927 Cal G31 (G33) : 28 Cri L .Tour 742, Emperor v. Pa jab AH Fakir. 
(Entire ease is open to the nigh Court.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 81 (87, 83) : 15 Sind L R 103 : 23 Cr. L. J. 33 (FB), Gul v. 
Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Tat 302 (302) : 31 Cri L Jour 83, Emperor v. Pash Bchari Lai. 
(’98) 2 Cal W N 49 (50), Queen-Empress v. Chatradhari Goala. (Some accused 
sentenced to death and others to transportation — Reference under S. 374 in case 
of the former and appeal by the latter heard together — Appeal must be limited 
to points of law — Questions of facts cannot bo inquired into.) 

(’73) 19 Suth W R Cr 57 (57), Quccn-Empi-css v. Jaffir Ali. 

(’91) 1894 Rat 710 (712), Empress v. Abdul Pazak. 

Sec also S. 418 Noted. 

2. (’15) AIR 1915 Bom 243 (214) : 1G Cri L Jour 818, Daji Ycsaba v, Emperor. 
(In cases of references under S. 374, Bombay High Court’s practice is to re-open the 
case both on facts and law — Per Batchelor, J.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 (87, 88) : 15 Sind L R 103 : 23 Cr. L. J. 33 (FB), Gul v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 81 (88) : 15 Sind L R 103 : 23 Cri L Jour 33 (FB), Gul v. 
Emperor. 

4. (’38) AIR 193S Cal G (10) : 39 Cr. L. J. 30S, Emperor v. Durga Charan Sing. 
(’3G) AIR 193G Cal 73 (83) : 37 Cr. L. J. 391 : G3 Cal 929, Bcnoycndra Chandra 

v. Emperor. (It should however attach greatest possible weight to verdict of jury 
if answering reasonable test.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Cal 430 (432) : 29 Cri L Jour 51G, Ilazrat Gul Khan v. Emperor. 

5. (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 (89) : 15 S LR 103 : 23Cr,L.J. 33 (FB), Gul v. Emperor. 

6. (’73) 5 N W P H C R 130 (132), Queen v. Aman. 

Seo also S. 374 Note 1. 
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But the High Court will act with great circumspection before it 
sets aside the verdict of the jury . 7 It will generally interfere where the 
evidence which might have materially affected the finding, has been 
improperly rejected or admitted, or where the jury were improperly 
charged, or where they misunderstood the trial Judge’s directions, or 
where the proved facts are wholly insufficient to support their verdict . 9 

2. May confirm the sentence. — Before the High Court 
confirms the sentence of death, it will see if the verdict of the jury 
is supported by the evidence on record 1 and is right on the facts before 
it . 2 As a matter of fact the death sentence will not be confirmed 
unless the High Court feels completely satisfied about the guilt of the 
accused even though the trial has been with the aid of a jury. In 
confirming the sentence, the High Court should scrutinise the evidence 
and sec whether the verdict of the jury is perverse, whother the evidence 
has been improperly excluded or improperly admitted and whether the 
trial Judge has properly directed the jury on the points of decision, 
-and has pointed out to them how far those points in bis opinion are 
■established or not, by admissiblo and relevant evidenco and has 
otherwise directed the jury properly . 9 

Where the evidence is totally circumstantial, some Judges have 
been averse to confirming the sentence of death and have commuted 
it to one of transportation for life . 1 There is, however, no rule of law T 
that where the evidence is wholly circumstantial, death sentence should 
not be awarded . 11 In the undermentioned case , 9 whore the evidence 
was entirely circumstantial and the accused was a young man of 
nineteen years, the sentence of transportation for life awarded by the 
Sessions Judge was not enhanced to one of death. 


'7. (’3S) AIR 1938 Cal 220 (221) : 39 Cr. L.J.541, Kmnarish Chandra v. Emperor 
(Unanimous verdict of jury — High Court reluctant to interfere.) 

■(’30) AIR 1930 Cal 73 (S3) : 37 Cr. Ij. J. 391 : 03 Cal 929, Bcnoycndray. Emperor. 
8. (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 81 (SS) :15 Sind L R 103 : 23 Cr. L. J. 33 (FB), Gill v. Emperor. 

Note 2 

1. (’20) 27 Cri L Jour 378 (379) : 92 Ind Cas 890 (Cal), Arshcd Ali v. Emperor. 
■(’20) AIR 1920 Nag 308 (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 731, Dadi Lodhi v. Emperor. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Cal 025 (028) : 2G Cri L Jour 5, Hasscmilla Sheikh v. Emperor. 
•(’86) 1886 Rat 229 (230), Queen-Empress v. Nepal. (It is the duty of tbo High 

Court to examine the facts of the case and consider the circumstances if any in 
favour of the accused, to see whether they tend to acquittal or commutation of 
capital sentence.) 

'3. (’21) AIR 1921 Sind 84 (8G) : 15 Sind L R 103:23 Cr. L. J. 33 (FB), Gul v. Emperor. 
■(’22) AIR 1922 Cal 124 (127) : 23 Cri L Jour 5G7, Emperor v. Durga Gharan. 
(Misdirection in the charge to the jury causing failure of justice — Verdict of mur- 
der and sentence of death set aside.) 

■4. (’3G) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (80) : 37 Cr.L.J. 394 : G3 Cal 929, Bcnoycndra v. Emperor. 
(’90) 13 Mad 420 (436) : 1 Weir 290, Empress v. Sami. 

•(’86) 2 Weir 736 (737), In re Vcmulada Janaki. , 

(’GO) 1866 Pun Re No. 00 Cr,.p. 67 (67), Crown v. Najoo. 

•(’60) I860 Pun Re No. 69 Cr, p. 74 (75), Crown v. Adalut. 

[Sec (’24) 25 Cr. L. J. 97(104) : 7G Ind Cas 97 (Posh), Abdul Wahab v. Emperor.] 
4a. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 607 (668) : 30 Cri L Jour 971, Indrammal v. Emrcror. 
■(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 821 (824) : 16 Cr. L. J. 20, In re Easammal. (Accused woman 
of 60 years — Evidence circumstantial — Sentence of transportation for life 
enhanced to death sentence.) 

•-5. (’15) AIR 1915 Mad 542 (543, 544) : 16 Cri L Jour 28, Muniandi r. Emperor. 

2Cr.l32. 


Section 376 
Notes 1-2 
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There seems to he some difference of opinion on the question, if 
the age or sex of tlio accused can, of itself, be a sufficient reason for 
reducing the sentence. It may, however, he safely said that the age of 
the accused is a fact which might well be taken into consideration and 
has been, in fact, taken into consideration in determining the sentence 
to be passed in cases of murder. 0 

One view is that the age or sex of the accused is not of itself a 
sufficient reason for awarding the lesser sentence. 00 “If there arc other 

6. (’37) 1937 M W N 728 (72S), Sanharan Nayar v. Emperor, (Old age is a point 
to be taken into consideration in awarding sentence on tlie accused but in itself is 
not sufficient for not awarding tlie death penalty.) 

{’22) AIR 1922 Low Bur 34(35), Nga Ba Thin v. Emperor. (Inadequacy of reason, 
why accused dealt such a severe blow — Youth no extenuating circumstance.) 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 542 (545) : 1G Cri L Jour 28, Muniandi v. Emperor. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 821 (823, S24) : 1G Cri L Jour 20, In rc Basammal. 

(’ll) 12 Cri L Jour 448 (450) : 11 I. C. 792 : 1 Upp Bur Rul 87, Nga Tha Kin v. 
Emperor. 

(’27) 28 Cri L Jour 217 (218) : 99 Ind Cas 1017 (Lah), Man gal Singh v. Emperor. 
(Murder by juvenile not wholly deliberate or cold-blooded — Some provocation — 
Lesser sentence to be passed.) 

(’IS) AIR 1918 Low Bur 58 (59) : 9 Low Bur Rul 1G5 : 19 Cri L Jour 648, Chil 
Tha v. Emperor. (Ordinarilyyouth is in itself an extenunting circumstance except 
in cases of extreme depravity.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Nag 108 (111) : 29 Cri L Jour 400, Shcobalalc Prasad v. Emperor. 
(That the age of the accused was 1G years, furnished ground for passing lesser 
sentence.) 

(’2G) AIR 192G Lah 144 (144): 26 Cri L Jour 1373, Ml. Daulanx. Emperor. (Where 
a young girl of 15 years killed her step-son by a stick blow because her husband' 
was ill-treating her the Court sentenced her to transportation for life.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 855 (S3G) : 29 Cri L Jour G82, Earnamunx. Emperor. (Youth- 
ful accused mere tool in the hands of third persons — Death sentence not called for.) 
(’29) AIR 1929 Lali G4 (GG) : 30 Cri L Jour G5, Thahar Singh v. Emperor. (Age- 
of discretion not attained — Death penalty not to be given.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 177 (17S) : 32 Cri L Jour GS2, Mohan Lai x. Emperor. (Ex- 
treme youth is sufficient reason for not hnnging a murderer.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 134 (13G) : 34 Cri L Jour 835, Mi Hcinx, Emperor. (Murder 
by youth of eighteen acting under instructions and semi-compulsion of elder bro- 
ther — Death sentence commuted.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Lah 654 (G5G) : 2G Cr. L. J. 349, Pirtlii v. Emperor. (Youth—' Violent 
quarrel — No motive for premeditated murder — Lesser punishment awarded.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 Lnh 229 (231) : 34 Cri L Jour 375, Yar Dost Mohammad v. 
Emperor. (Where a boy of seventeen committed murder without premeditation 
under a sudden impulse, held that he should be given a locus peenitentiee and the 
irrevocable sentence of death should not be passed upon him.) 

6a. (’24) AIR 1924 Rangl79(lSl):lRang751:25Cr.L.J.1121,ilfiS7icriv.E;;(pcror. 
(Accused being woman not conclusive reason for not awarding death penalty.) 
(’40) AIR 1940 Mad 710 (71G) : ILR (1940) Mad 254, In rc Chcnna Peddi. 

'(’37) 1937 Mad W N 728 (728), Sanharan Nayar v. Emperor. 

(’37) AIR 1937 Lah 399 (401) : ILR (1937) Lah 481 : 3S Cri L Jour S79, Gian 
Chand v. Emperor. 

(’3G) AIR 1936 Rang 71 (74, 75) : 37 Cri L Jour 4G3, Nga Kan v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Low Bur 34 (35), Nga Ba Thin v. Emperor. (Youth alone not 
necessarily ground for giving lesser punishment.) 

The following cases deal with the question of age in respect of sentence for the 
offence of murder : 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 1 (2, 3) : 33 Cri L Jour S37 (FB), Prodyot Kumar v. Emperor. 
(Age is a circumstance to bo taken into consideration along with other facts.) 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 540 (541) : 109 Ind Cas 364 (Lah), Ismail v. Emperor. (Mur- 
der of a very brutal nature by a youth — Death sentence confirmed.) 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 211 (212) : 1071. C. 99 (Lah), Muhammad Sultan v. Emperor. 
(In case of brutal nnd ruthless crime, the fact that the murderer is IS years of 
age is wholly insufficient reason for not imposing sentence provided by law.) 
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reasons which very nearly justify the passing of the lesser sentence 
but do not quite do so, or when it is doubtful whether they do so or 
not, then the youth or sex of the criminal may certainly tip the scale 
to the side of mercy ." 7 This view has been dissented from in the 
undermentioned cases . 8 

* Delay in hearing the appeal for which the accused were in no 
way responsible has been considered a sufficient ground for not 
confirming the sentence of death. CavndufY, J., felt oppressed by the 
fact that the convicted persons had had the capital sentences suspended 
over their heads for nearly six months and he refused to confirm the 
sentences of death . 3 Where, again, the High Court thinks it is “wrong 
and improper" that the sentence of death passed on the accused should 
be carried out, it will refuse to confirm the sentence . 10 

In determining whether the sentence is to be confirmed, the High 
Court may consider if the commitment and the conviction were by 
Courts of competent jurisdiction . 11 

Satisfactory proof of motive is not always necessary before 
confirming the sentence. 1- * 

The fact that the accused murdered his sister to vindicate the 
honour of his family , 13 or that murder was committed out of a feeling 
of revenge , 11 are not enough grounds for refusing to confirm the 
sentence of death. 

('2-1) AIR 1921 Nil" 29 (.‘12) : 25 Cri L .Tour 147, Snkh maria v. Emperor. 

(’.'10) AIR 1930 Lah 50 (51) : 31 Cri L .Tour 81, Gehna SarJr.ra v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1031 Ran" 171 (172) : 9 Ran" 81 : 32 Cr. L. .T. 911, Tiri v. Emperor. 
(’33) AIR 1933 Oudli 52 (53) : 31 Cri L Jour 250, Bhawani v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lab 305 (30G) : 34 Cri L Jour 720, Ilari Kishan v. Emperor. 
(Youth led astray bv mischievous literature held no ground for leniency.) 

(’2S) AIR 1923 Lali 531 (532, 533) : 29 Cri L .Tour 1017, Amir v. Emperor. 

(’22) AIR 1922 Nag G5 (0G): 22 Cr.L.J. 757: 18 N.L.R. 101, Rachariav. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Oudh 89 (89) : 32 Cri L Jour 83, Emperor v. Bhagtvan Bin. (Per- 
sons understanding nature of acts done are liable to extreme penalty of law.) 

{’2S! AIR 1923 Lab 855 (85G) : 29 Cri L Jour G32, JInrnamun v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lab 53G (537) : 32 Cri L Jour 045, Sikandar v. Emperor. (Youth 
not necessarily sufficient ground for reducing sentence — But youth possibly influ- 
enced bv elder associates — Sentence reduced.) 

[Sec (’15) AIR 1915 Lab 237 (238) : 1G Cri L Jour 1G7, Wadhawa Singh v. 
Emperor. ( Held that the accused was guilty of a foul murder which inspito of 
his vouth called for the extreme penaltv of the inw.)] 

7. (’22) AIR 1922 Nag G5(GG):22 Cr.L.J. 757 : 18 N L R 101, Rachariav. Emperor. 

8. (’ 2G) AIR 192G Nag 4G1 (4G3) : 22 Nag L R 104 : 27 Cri L Jour 955, Madho v. 
Emperor. (The Judges in this case were not prepared to affirm that the tender 
age of an accused is not of itself a sufficient reason for passing the lesser sentence 
— A I R 1922 Nag Go, dissented.) 

[See also (’07) 11 C W N 901 (909) : G Cr. L. J. 154, Emperor v. Jaslia Bciva. 
(Girl of sixteen guilty of deliberately killing her husband — Held that in consi- 
deration of her age she should be sentenced to transportation for life instead of 
the extreme penaltv of death.)] 

9. (’13) 14 Cr.L.J. G42 (C53) : 21 Ind Cas 882 (Cal), Autar Singh v. Emperor. 
[See also (’3G) AIR 1936 Cal 73 (SO) : 37 Cr. L. J. 394 : G3 Cal 929, Bcnoycndra 

Chandra v. Emperor. (Accused under death sentence for about ten months as 
result of delay and long vacation — High Court will take the fact into considera- 
tion along with other circumstances.)] 

10. (’2G) AIR 192G Nag 4G1(4G3):22 Nag LR 104:27 Cr.L.J. 955, Madhov. Emperor. 

11. (’79) 2 All 218 (233, 234, 235) (F B), Empress of India v. Sannukh Singh. 

12. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 492(492) : 17 Cri L Jour 386, Torap Ali v. Emperor. 

13. (’GO) I860 Pun Re No. 48 Cr, p. 5G (57), Crown v. Kurmoo. 

14. (’07) 1867 Pun Re No. 5 Cr, p. 9 (11), Crown v, Jumma. 
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3, Commutation of sentence. — In a case of murder a sentence 
of death should ordinarily be imposed unless there- are mitigating 
circumstances which would justify the Court in awarding the lesser 
sentence prescribed by law. 1 See s. 367, sub-s. (5). But the Court must 
not pass the more severe sentence when circumstances of extenuation 
exist, merely because the consequences of the crime have been more 
serious than in an ordinary case. 2 

The fact that for the murder of one person more than one have to 
be sentenced to death, or that the accused is the only son of his widowed 
mother, or is sincerely penitent and filled with remorse for his conduct, 3 
is no ground for commuting the sentence. 4 Similarly, doubt as to the 
guilt of the accused is a ground not for awarding the lesser punishment 
but for acquitting the accused. 5 

It has been seen in Note 2 above that Carnduff, J., refused to 
confirm the sentence of death on account of the delay in confirming 
such sentence; the Nagpur Judicial Commissioner’s Court has expressed 
its agreement with the view expressed by that learned Judge. 6 The 
Sind Judicial Commissioner’s Court, while distinguishing the above 
case, however, says, “in the case of an ordinary murder, the delay in 
confirming a sentence of death may perhaps be taken into considera- 
tion.’’ 7 Where an accused was once sentenced to death, but the High 
Court quashed the conviction on the ground of want of territorial 
jurisdiction, and the accused was for a second time sentenced to death 
by a Court of competent jurisdiction, the High Court of Lahore 
commuted the sentence of death to one of transportation for life on the 
ground that the second trial was for an offence committed four and a 
half years ago. 8 

Where murder is committed under grave provocation but not 
under grave and sudden provocation, the accused will not be free from 
legal responsibility for murder; yet the High Court in such a case will 
commute the sentence of death to one of transportation for life. 9 An 


Note 3 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Lah 598 (599) : 24 Gri L Jour 935, Waryam Singh v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 252 (255) : 31 Cri L Jour 727, Ehudu Rajah v. Emperor. 

(’28) 29 Cri L Jour 540 (541) : 109 Ind Cas 364 (Lah), Ismail v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Sind 201(205, 206) : 26 Sind L R 302 : 34 Cri L Jour 147, Pharho 
Shahwali v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 245 (246) : 33 Cri L Jour 576, Amir Singh v. Emperor. (In 
cases of premeditated, cold-blooded and brutalmurder, only death sentence should 
be awarded.) 

2. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 466 (467) : 39 Or. L. J. 137, Nga Saw v. Emperor. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Cal 591 (594, 595) : 36 Or. L. J. 1254, Mominuddi v. Emperor. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Pat 497 (499) : 38 Cr. L. J. 1007, Kuar Eoeri v. Emperor. 
(’36) AIR 1936 Cal 227(230):37 Gr.L.J. 676:63 Cal 1089, Bhahta Blmsan v. Emperor. 
(’16) AIR 1916 Lah 403 (410) : 1916 Pun Re No. 12 Cr : 17 Cr, L. J. 267, Eaimi 

v. Emperor. 

5. (’26) AIR 1926 Nag 36S (370) : 27 Cri L Jour 731, Dadi Lodhi v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 247(252) : 9 Pat 474 : 31 Cr.L.J. 721, Soharai Sao v. Emperor. 
(’30) AIR 1930 Pat 252 (255) : 31 Cri L Jour 727, Ehudu Rajah v. Emperor. 

6. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 642 (653) : 21 Ind Cas 882 (Cal), Autar Singh v. Emperor. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 461 (463) : 22 NagLR 104 : 27 Cr.L.J. 965, Madhov. Emperor. 

7. (’30) AIR 1930 Sind 225 (244): 31 Cr.L.J. 1026, MohammadYzisifv. Emperor. 

8. (’26) AIR 1926 Lah 582(584): 7 Lah 396: 27 Cr.L. J.1168, Buta Singh v. Emperor. 

9. (’16) AIR 1916 Oudh 138 (138) : 17 Cri L Jour 190, Puran v. Emperor. 
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accused killed Ids brother-in-law, a lad of eight years, under the belief 
that the deceased was helping in tko infidelity of his wife. Yet the 
murder not having been committed under the “immediate influence” of 
provocation induced by that belief, the High Court of Calcutta 10 con- 
firmed the sentence of transportation for life but expressed the view that 
the Government might consider the question of reduction of sentence. 

Where the accused at the time of the murder was “suffering from 
menial derangement of some sort,” but was not by reason of such 
unsoundness of mind incapable of knowing the nature of his act or that 
he was doing what was either wrong or contrary to law, it was held 
that he was entitled to every indulgent consideration though guilty of 
•murder . 11 Thus, whore, because they cried and vexed him the accused 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lnh 3G9 (370) : 33 Cri L Jour 33S, Abdulla v. Emperor. (Grave 
provocation sufficient to justify lesser pennity.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lab 403 (109) : 23 Cri L Jour 293, Partaba v Emperor. (Require- 
ment as to grave and sudden provocation not satisfied — But accused having lost 
bis temper and in view of bis youth, sentence reduced to transportation for life.) 
(’33) AIR 1933 All 533 (533) : 35 Cri L Jour 232, Shco Ear art Svigh v. Emperor. 
(Accused having illicit connection with deceased for 11 years— Deceased changing 
paramour — Provocation, held sufficient to commute sentence to one of transpor- 
tation for life.) 

(’1G) AIR 191G Mad 833 (833) : 1G Cri L Jour Gil, In re KrushnoKarilco. (A pro- 
vocation though insufficient to bring the case within exception to S. 300, Penal 
Code, may still be sufficient for the reduction of sentence.) 

(’GO) 1SGG Pnn Re No. 105 Cr, p. 103 (101), Crown v. Sotcaroo. (Want of preme- 
ditation, absence of deadly weapon, and a violent altercation which made him 
excessively angry between the accused and the deceased, his wife, whoso death 
was caused, were held to be good grounds for the Court commuting the sentence 
of death into one of transportation for life.) 

[Sec (’20) AIR 1920 Ail 199 (200) : 21 Cr.L. J. G07, Goshain v. Emperor. (Deci- 
ding factor between murder and culpable homicide is suddenness of provocation.) 
(’32) AH! 1932 Lab 302 (303) : 33 Cri L Jour 577, Uari Singh v. Emperor. 
(Provocation though not sufficient to reduce guilt of accused to offence under 
S. 301 held sufficient ground for not sentencing him to death.)] 

[, See also (’32) AIR 1932 Lab 438 (440) : 34 Cri L Jour 94, Jamma Fateh Moho- 
v:c.d v. Emperor. (Mother with young daughter behaving shamelessly in running 
away with her paramour — Paramour suspected and killed — Provocation held 
not to be grave and sadden inspife of pangs of shame and humiliation — Death 
sentence confirmed.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Mad 972 (973) : 53 Mad 8G1 : 32 Cr.L.J. 201, Kolnnda Nayakan 
v. Emperor. (Where the murder by a juvenile was not wholly deliberate or 
cold-blooded and there was some legitimate provocation rankling in his mind, 
lesser sentence was passed.)] 

10. (’01) 23 Cai G13 (G20) : 5 Cal W N GG5, Ghatn Pramanik v. Emperor. 

11. (’9G) 23 Cal G04 (GOO), Queen-Empress v. Eadar Nasycr Shah. 

(’31) 1931 Mad W N 719 (723), Narayanaswamy v. Emperor. (Accused not 
insane, but committing murder when said to have been possessed and inspired 
by God and whirling round — Death sentence reduced to transportation for life.) 
(’S3) AIR 193.3 Lab 123 (124) : 34 Cr. L. J. 909, Mitlia v. Emperor. (Mental 
unhingement though not sufficient to bring case within S. 81, I. P. C., may 
justify reduction of sentence.) 

C32) AIR 1932 All 233 (23G) : 33 Cr. L. J. 714, Emperor v. Pancha. (Accused, a 
person of weak intellect, subject to fits and not possessed of a normal mind 
committing murder — Sentence reduced to transportation for lifo.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Oudh 18 (21) : 7 Luck 341 : 33 Cr. L. J. 163, Eamadhin v. 
Emperor. (Accused mentally not normal — Murder committed in moment of 
extreme excitement — Sontence reduced.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 144 (14G) : 34 Cr. L. J. 791, Nga Kan Tha v. Emperor. 
(’14) AIR 1914 Upp Bur 31(33) : 2 Upp Bur Rul 28: 1G Cr.L.J. 95, Nga Kan Ela 
v. Emperor. 
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Section 376 killed kis own children of whom he was very fond, at a time when he 

Note 3 was suffering from fever and -was consequently irritable and sensitive 

to sound, it was held that he w r as guilty of murder and that the sentence 
of transportation for life would satisfy the ends of justice. 12 Similarly, 
where the medical opinion was that the murder was perhaps committed 
in 2 lost febrile lunacy under the foolish belief that some one had done 
an injury to the accused, the sentence of death was commuted. 13 

Akin to these is the case where a person who is not suffering from 
any mental derangement brought about by provocation or disease, 
commits a murder in the honest and strong belief, though superstitious, 
“absurd and unfounded,” that witchcraft was practised upon his wife 
or cliildron as a result of which they took ill, and that it is only the 
murder of the supposed witch that will cure them. In such cases it 
cannot be said that the accused was by reason of unsoundness of mind 
incapable of knowing what he was doing was wrong, or contrary to law. 
They are cases of deliberate and intentional murder. But such belief is 
to bo taken into account and some distinction should be made “between 
such cases as these and cases in which deliberate murder has been 
committed from baser motives .” The distinction that is made is in the 
sentence passed and the death sentence will be commuted to one of 
transportation for life. 11 

Where the dead body has not been found, some Judges have 
awarded the lesser sentence. “As the body was not actually found, wo 
think the Judge exercised a proper discretion in not passing the sentence 
of death,” said their Lordships in Queen v. Budchirudclcen . lla In the 
undermentioned case 15 the Allahabad High Court altered a conviction 
under S. 302 into one under s. 307 of the Penal Code on the ground that 
the dead body not having been recovered, the fact of death was not 
proved beyond doubt. In a later case decided by the same High Court 
where the corpse was not found and the fact of death was proved by the 
retracted confession of the accused and by no other substantial evidence, 
Mukerji, J., was for commutation, while the other two learned Judges 
were for confirmation of the sentence of death. 10 

Where the evidence was enough to convict the accused of murder, 
yet there was doubt as to the precise part taken by the accused in the 
murder, it was thought “safer” to remit the capital sentence and pass 

[See (’32) AIR 1932 Cnl G5S (GGO) : 33 Cri L Jour 47G (SB), Mabajjan Bibi v. 
Emperor. (Accused led to desperation owing to starvation killing her own 
child — No evidence that when committing the deed accused was insane — 

• Punishment of transportation for life held sufficient. )) 

(Sec however (’31) MR 1931 Oudli 77 (79) : 32 Cr. L. J. 327, Mahomed Islam v. 
Emperor. (Accused was shown to have been eccentric in the past and had very 
inadequate motive for the murders — Held , that there were not sufficient grounds 
for not passing death sentence.)] 

12 . (’85) 10 Bom 512 (51S), Queen-Empress v. Lahshman Dagdit. 

13 . (’89) 12 Mad 459 (4G1) : 1 Weir 42, Queen-Empress v. Venkata swami. 

14 . (’GG) G Suth W R Cr 82 (82), Queen v. Ooram Sungra. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Pat G3 (GG) : 21 Cr. L. J. G03, Mata Ho v. Emperor. 

14a. (’G9) 11 Suth W R Cr 20 (20). 

15 . (’24) AIR 1924 All GG2 (GG3) : 25 Cr. L. .T, 900, Bandhu v. Emperor. 

16 . (’25) AIR 1925 All G27(G31, G37) : 20 Cr.L.J. 1431 (FB), Baggha v. Emperor. 
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ono of transportation for life. 1 ' But tho guilt of an accused cannot bo 
considered greater than that of his accomplices merely because he has 
struck the fatal blow or blows . 19 

Where the condition of the convict was such that if he were 
hanged decapitation would ensue owing to an aperture in the neck 
communicating with the larynx, the High Court commuted tho sentence 
of death into one of transportation for life . 19 Lapse of time between 
•commission of an offence and arrest of the accused docs not entitle him 
to a lesser sentence,' although it may be taken into account in fixing tho 
appropriate sentence . 20 

See also the undermentioned eases . 21 


17 . (1SGI) 1 Suth W R Cr IS (10), Queen v. Eahco Lull Jhah. 

18 . (*CG) 18GG Pun Rc No. 0 Cr, p. 4 {."»), Croirn v. Ditton. (Sentence of death 
passed against the accused commuted to one of transportation for life.) 

19 . (’78) 2 Cal L Rep 215 (21G), In rc Eccdhoo Jolahn. 

20. ('37) 1037 Mad W N 571 (571), Xarctimham v. Emperor. 

21. ('38) AIR 1938 Rang -118 (118) : -10 Cr. L. 3 . C7, Xga Po Thun v. The King. 
(Crime committed in a state of drunkenness, ns rc-ult of provocation — Although 
provocation is very slight, sentence of death should not he passed — Sentence 
reduced to one of transportation for life.) 

•(’37) 1937 MadWN 571 (571, 572), Xarnrimhayi v.Emjcror. (Where thedccenscd 
accused’s wife was a termagant and there were constant quarrels between the 
deceased and the accused and tho murder took place during one such quarrel 
without premeditation, death sentence was reduced to transportation for life.) 
(’35) AIK 1935 Cal 591 (595) : 3G Cr. L. -T. 1251, Monnnmldi v. Emperor. (Accu- 
sed overcome with paMon at insults heaped on him by his brother — Period 
between the idea of killing getting into his head and actual killing very short — 
Provocation though not sufficient to convert offence into culpable homicide, held 
sufficient to inflict lesser penalty.) 

(’75) 21 Path W I’. Cr 28 (28), Queer, v. Pam Churn. (Transportation for life, held 
snfnebnt punirinnenl where murder is unpremeditated.) 

(’GO) 5 Sutli W R Cr 20 (20), Queer, v. Khra: Sheihh. (No intention to cause 
death hut merely a reckless n c snu!t with a deadly weapon — Sentence reduced.) 
('GO) G Hath W R Cr -10 (-17), Queen v. Tunoo. (Murder committed in retaliation 
for an injury lather than under the influence of any worse passion — Death 
sentence commuted.) 

('27) AIR 1927 All 105 (10G) : 27 Cr. L. .T. 1392, Aldul Alvnw Emperor. (Where 
there Jin- been some provocation and there is no premeditation, and the crime is 
committed in the heat of passion, sentence of transportation for life is enough.) 
('ll) 12 Cri Ij .Tour 211 (21G) : 10 I.C. 119(Lali), fiakhia v. Emperor. (Misconduct 
of wife who was murdered for same — Sufficient doubt about the immediate cir. 
eumstanccs under which tho crime was committed — Death pennlty not awarded.) 
f'21) AIR 1921 All 233 (251) : 27 Cri L Jour 193, Abdullah v. Emperor. (Accused 
ignorant peasants guilty under Ss. 1-19, 302 by misrepresentations made by one 
whom they Mieved was a worker of miracles — Lesser sentence is sufficient.) 
f’32) AIR 1932 Cal S18 (820) : 33 Cri L .Tour 722 (FB), Manoranjan v. Emperor. 
{The fact that a murder was committed in his desire to escape, when the offender 
a dacoit was being brought to hay is not an extenuating circumstance.) 

(’23) AIR 1928 Oudii 221 (223) : 29 Cri L -Tour 230, Madam v. Emperor. (When 
a man rushes into a brawl with a heavy hatchet and strikes with all hisforceonc 
of Ill's neighbours, who is unable to defend himself, upon the head with tho 
hatchet and kills him, then it is not a case for tho exercise of clemency and cap- 
ita! sentence should not he reduced.) 

(’I S) AIR 1911 Sind 13G (13G) : 7 Sind L R 118 : 15 Cri L Jour 501, Emperor v. 
Hakim Elian. (The so-called Balucli custom justifying murder for suspicion ns 
to nncliastity is no ground for mitigation of sentence.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang G1 (Gl) f 31 Cri L Jour GOG, Nga Scin Tun v. Emperor. 
(Dacoity — Death caused by one of the dacoits other than appellant — General 
disregard of human life not present — Sentence reduced.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 209 (212) : 11 Pat 280 : 33 Cr. L. J. 574, Eihayat Singh v. 
Emperor. (Brutal and premeditated and concerted assassination — Sentence of 
death confirmed.) 
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4. May annul the conviction. — The High Court will annul the- 
conviction though the verdict of the jury was unanimous and there 

(’24) AIR 1924 Nag 119 (120) : 25 Cr. L, J. 63, Dhania Kunbiv. Emperor . (Where 
a woman in order to hide her shame, murders her newly born illegitimate child 
there are mitigating circumstances sufficient to reduce the penalty of death very 
much below transportation for life; so also father killing illegitimate child born 
of him to his own sister — Sentence of death commuted.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Nag 251 (254, 255) : 24 Cr. L. J. 570, Manjoo v. Emperor. (Where 
appellant constituted himself a tribunal and decided that making a charge of 
paternity against him was an offence punishable with death and he carried out 
the sentence himself, a sentence of death confirmed as being proper one.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 93 (94) : 28 Cri L Jour 966, Preman v. Emperor. (Sudden and 
unpremeditated attack — Fatal blows inflicted in heat of passion upon a sudden 
quarrel — Lesser sentence awarded.) 

(’28) AIR 1928 Lah 913 (914) : 30 Cri L Jour 571, Goman v. Emperor. (Murder 
occurring suddenly after mutual abuse — Accused not belonging to a turbulent- 
class — Lesser sentence substituted.) 

(’27) AIR 1927 Lah 516(518):29 Cr.L. J.35, Nihal Singh v. Emperor. (Sudden quarrel 
— Elements of premeditation or preparation absent — Lesser sentence proper.) 

(’22) 23 Cri L Jour 140 (141) : 65 Ind Cas 572 (573) (Lah), Ghaji v. Emperor . 
(Woman of depraved character — Refusal to allow husband to have sexual Inter- 
course — Murder by husband — Lesser punishment awarded .) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 154 (155) : 31 Cr.L. J. 731, Bhana Mai v. Emperor. (Assault 
followed sudden quarrel without premeditation — Accused belonging to peaceful 
trading class — Extenuating circumstances — Death sentence commuted.) 

(’30) AIR 1930 Lah 171 (172) : 31 Cri L Jour 759, Elianun v. Emperor. (Murder 
of wife who continued intimacy with paramour inspite of repeated reprimands — 
Sentence commuted to transportation for life.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Lah 584 (586) : 26 Cri L Jour 1133, Gulah v. Emperor. (Two- 
accused — One striking blow — Other not striking but present and acting under 
the influence of former — Latter’s sentence reduced to one of transportation for life.)- 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 500 (501) :33 Cri L Jour 497, Lachminarain v. Emperor. (No 
immunity from capital punishment on ground of accused belonging to a parti- 
cular community or sect.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 434 (435) : 34 Cri L Jour 711, Bhagwana v. Emperor. (Party 
fight not started by accused — Sentence reduced.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Lah 718 (720) : 34 Cri L Jour 1251, Mt. Sardaran v. Emperor. 
(Illiterate woman causing death of child being urged by superstition — Lesser- 
penalty to be imposed.) 

(’29) 1929 Mad W N 789 (790), Subbiah Tlicvan v. Emperor. (Sentence of death 
commuted into one of transportation for life as crime was result of sudden quarrel 
and some provocation.) 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 538 (539): 32 Cri L Jour 10S8 ,Shcrsingh v. Emperor. (Origin 
of the assault being in obscurity, death sentence was commuted into one of trans- 
portation for life.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 5 (7) : 33 Cri L Jour 184, Bhawal v. Emperor. (Complainant’s 
side deliberately provoking conflict and no previous intention on the part of the 
accused to kill anybody — Proper sentence would be one of transport ation for life.) 
(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 14 (16) : 32 Cri L Jour 1118, Rahman v. Emperor. (Wife 
going to father’s house to inquire after his health but without husband’s per- 
mission and refusing to depart with him at once — Husband annoyed and mur- 
dered her — No provocation.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Lah 189 (192) : 33 Cr. L. J. 457, Tara Singh v. Emperor. (When 
all the accused joined in beating the deceased mercilessly but it was not shown 
who inflicted the fatal blow, the accused may be sentenced to transporation for 
life instead of death.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Lah 226 (230, 231) : 1917 Pun Re No. 28 Cr : 18 Cri L Jour 868, 
Pal Singh v. Emperor. (Drunkardness may be sufficient ground for not award- 
ing death penalty.) 

(’66) 1866 Pun Re No. 41 Cr, p. 47 (47), Groion v. Boodh Das. (Do.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Bom 212 (214) : 19 Cr. L. J. 593, Eari Ramji v. Emperor. (Sub- 
stantial part of tho evidence which the prosecution relied upon was evidence 
recorded without an oath or affirmation ns required by the Oaths Act — Death 
sentence was commuted to one for transporation for life.) 
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was no misdirection, if the evidence is not enough to sustain a conviction 
for murder. 1 Tiius, where there were no eye-witnesses to the murder! 
and there was a real doubt ns to the identification of the accused and 
the retracted confession of the accused did not appear to be freo and 
voluntary, the High Court annulled the conviction and acquitted the 
accused. 2 Where, again, tho solo evidence on which the conviction was 
based was the uncorroborated testimony of an accomplice, tho conviction 
was annulled. 3 Similarly, whore suspicion fell upon the accused on 
account of certain ill-feeling between them and the deceased, and the 
case depended solely on the evidence of the servant of the deceased, 
it being doubtful whether the servant could recognize the assailants, 
the High Court annulled the conviction and set the accused free.' 1 

5. "Convict the accused of any offence.” — Under s. 2 ss of 
the Code of 1872, tho High Court was empowered to “ annul the 
conviction and order a new trial .” This was interpreted to mean that 
the High Court could only order a new trial after annulling tho 
conviction, but could not “convict the accused for any other offence of 
which tho Sessions Court might have convicted him.” 1 But under the 
present section the High Court is empowered to annul tho conviction 
and convict the aecnsed of any other offence of which tho Sessions Court 
might have convicted him and which the evidence on record would 
warrant. Thus, when the evidence on record showed that the accused 
took no actual part in the murder but that he helped in the disposal 
of the dead body and other articles, the High Court acquitted him of 
the charge of murder, but convicted him under S. 201 of the Penal 
Code. 2 Where the intention to kill was notclearly proved, the conviction 
for murder was annulled and altered into one for an offence under 
S. 320 of the Penal Code. 3 Sec also the undermentioned cases. 4 

6. New trial. — After annulling the conviction tho High Court 
may order a new trial and send the case to the Court of Session. 
Where the evidence is incomplete nnd further evidence is felt necessary 


Note 4 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 426 (429) : 34 Cri L Jour 533 (SB), Emperor v. Asraf AH. 
(Re-trial need not be ordered.) 

2. (’28) 29 Cr. L. .1. 833 (834):111 Ind Cas 3S3 ( Cn\),Empcrorv.PanchuMondal . 

3. (’73) 20 Sutk W R Cr 19 (20, 21), Queen v. Bamsodoij Ghuchcrbully. 

4. (’3S) AIR 193S Cal 220 (221,222):39 Cr.L. J. 541, Kvmarish Chandra v. Emperor. 

Note 5 

1. (’77) 1 Bom 039 (G40, G41), Beg v. Balappa. 

(’GO) 5 Sutk W R Cr 41 (42), Queen v. Sheikh Solim. (Case under the Code of 1801.) 

2. (’13) 14 Cri L Jour 278 (280) : 19 I C 710 : 1913 Pun Re No. 8Cr, Mohammad 
Shah v. Emperor. 

3. (’28) AIR 1928 Cal 430 (432, 435):29 Cr.L.J. 5 1C, Ilazrai Gul Khan v. Emperor. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Rang 4GG (4G7) : 39 Cri L Jour 131, Nga Saw v. Emperor. (Hus- 
band stabbing kis wife fatally on the latter’s affirmation as to her cohabitation 
with another man — Provocation held to bo grave and sudden — Conviction altered 
from S. 302 to S. 304, I. P. C.) 

(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 25G (259) : 1919 Pun Re No. 21 Cr : 20 Cri L .Tour 635, 
Earnam Singh v Emperor. (Conviction altered from S. 302 to S. 394,1. P. C ) 
(’19) AIR 1919 Lah 375 (380) : 1919 Pun Re No. 24 Cr : 20 Cri L Jour 711, Bahai 
Singh v. Emperor. (Conviction altered from Ss. 302/34 to 325/109, 1. P. C.) 
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Section 376 for giving judgment, a new trial may be ordered . 1 Where an accused 

Note 6 .was tried for murder without any pleader or advocate having been 

appointed to defend him and where the difficulties appearing in the 
evidence had not been cleared up in the course of cross-examination, 
either by the accused himself or by the Judge, and the High Court felt 
it difficult to confirm the sentence of death on the evidence before it, 
a re-trial was ordered . 2 Where the Judge practically withdrew 7 the 
case from the jury by so summing it up as to make the jury register 
merely his own opinion, it was held that there w r as no proper trial and 
that there should be a new trial . 3 See also tbe undermentioned cases . 4 


Section 377 377 .* In every case so submitted, tbe confir- 

Confirmation of new mation of tbe sentence, or any- new 

sentence to be signed 7 . J 

by two judges. sentence or order passed by the 

High Court, shall, when such Court consists of two or 
more Judges, be made, passed and signed by at least 
two of them. 

1. Non-compliance with the section — Effect. — Where the 
Court consists of two or more Judges and the order of confirmation of 
sentence of death is only passed by one of them, the sentence of death 
is not validly confirmed but remains submitted to the Court which 
has to dispose of the same under Ss. 375 to 379. 1 

2. “ New sentence or order.” — The new sentence or order 
referred to in this section refers to the powers of variation of the 
sentence etc., conferred by S. 37G. 1 


*1882 :S. 377; 1872 : S. 290; 1861 : S. 401. 


Note 6 

1. (’36) AIR 193G Cal 73 (84) : 37 Cri L Jour 394 : GSGtd92d, BcnoycndraOhan- 
dra v. Emperor. 

(’02) G Cal W N 921 (921), King-Emperor v. Daiilat Kttnjra, 

(’94) 2 Weir 302 (302), In rc SavariAyec. (New trial on a different charge directed.) 

2. (’1G) AIR 1916 Cal 79 (79, 80) : 1G Cri L Jour 4S1, Emperor v. Mohar Ali. 

3. (’27) AIR 1927 Cal G31 (G32, G33) : 2S Cr.L.J. 42, Emperor v. Baja Ali Fakir. 

4. (’37) AIR 1937 Cal 2G9 (273) : 38 Cri L Jour 1018, Sanyaslii Gainv. Emperor. 
(Accused convicted of murder and conspiracy — Conviction on murder charge set 
aside — Occurrence of murder two years before — Likelihood of witnesses confusing 
what they saw at time of occurrence — Accused convicted separately for conspiracy 
and sentenced to transportation for life — Case not sent back for retrial on charge 
of murder.) 

(’05) 9 Cal W N ccxxviii (ccxxviii), Kangdi Alali v. Emperor. (Same officer com- 
mitting accused and holding trial in Sessions Court — Commitment order showing 
that before trial in Sessions Court the Judge had formed a strong opinion in the 
case — Conviction set aside and re-trial ordered.) 

Section 377 — Note 1 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 P C 119 (121) : 38 Cri L Jour 498 : G4 I A 148 : ILR (1937) 
Bom 711 (PC), Fakir a v. Emperor. (This case is one which went on appeal to the 
Privy Council from Resident at Hydrabad, Deccan — But S. 377, Criminal 
Procedure Code of Hydrabad is substantially the same as this section.) 

Note 2 

1. (’37) AIR 1937 P C 119 (121) ; 38 Cri L Jour 498 : 64 I A 148 : ILR (1937) 
Bom 711 (PC), Fakira v. Emperor, (Obiter.) 
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378.* When any such case is heard before a 
Procedure in case Bench of Judges and such Judges are 

of difference of . . = . . . 

opinion. equally divided m opinion, the case, 

with their opinions thereon, shall be laid before 
another Judge, and such Judge, after such hearing as 
he thinks fit, shall deliver his opinion, and the judg- 
ment or order 'shall follow such opinion. 

Synopsis 

1. Scope. 

2. Difference of opinion ns to the guilt of the accused. 

3. Difference of opinion ns to the sentence to be passed. 

Oilier Topics ( miscellaneous ) 

Anomalous results in working the rnle. See Note 2. 

Difference ns to guilt — Enhancement of sentence by third -Ridge. See Note 2. 

Judicial etiquette on difference of views. See Notes 2 and 3. 

Points of difference. See Note. 1. 

Retrial ordered hy the third Judge, See Note 1. 

1. Scope. — Section 377 enacts that any order made on a 
reference under s. 374 shall be hy a Bench consisting of nt least two 
Judges. This section provides that, when the Judges constituting the 
Bench arc equally divided in their opinion, the case with their 
opinions shall he laid before another Judge. The Judge to whom the 
case is referred on a difference of opinion is required to deliver his 
opinion “after such examination and hearing ns ho thinks fit,” and 
the order or judgment in the case shall follow such opinion. The 
difference of opinion may ho either as regards the guilt or innocenco 
of the accused or as to the appropriate sentence to bo passed. In 
either of these cases, the section requires the reference to be made to 
another Judge* who is entitled to pass any order he thinks proper 
including an order directing re-trial of the accused. 2 

2. Difference of opinion as to the guilt of the accused. — 
Where a Bench was equally divided in its opinion as to the guilt of tho 
accused, Mr. Justice Mahmood of the Allahabad High Court felt that the 
order should be one of acquittal" without the necessity of either a remand 
or a dissentient opinion being recorded.” While admitting that this 
section rendered it necessary for the caso to be placed before another 
Judge in this circumstance, lie observed : 

“I cannot help feeling that, as a matter of judicial etiquette, when one Judge 
differs from his brother Judge on a pure question of the weight of evidence ns to 
the propriety of a conviction, flic opinion of the Judge who is in favour of ncquiUnl 

should prevail — at least as a general rule I have always felt that tho 

deliberate opinion of one Judge in favour of acquittal upon a grave question of tbe 
weigbtof evidence in a ease heard by a Bench consistingof only two Judges should, 

* 1882 : S. 378; 1872 and 1861— Nil. 

Section 378 — Note 1 

1. See (’86) 1886 Rat 229 (241), Queen-Empress v. Nepal. 

2. (’21) AIR 1921 Mad 679 (681) : 23 Cri L Jour 697, In re Nainamalai Konan. 


Section 378 



Section 378 
Notes 2-3 
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ipso facto, constitute in most cases a sufficient reason for creating such a serious 
doubt that the benefit of that doubt should be given to the prisoner.”! 

In the undermentioned case, 2 Edge, 0. J., disagreeing with the 
above view observed that the view of Mahmood, J., involved the 
subordination of the opinion of the Judge who was for conviction, to 
that of the Judge who was for acquittal, apart from its being opposed 
to the statute, as admitted by that learned Judge himself. He further 
observed : 

“I know of no rule of judicial etiquette which prescribes that a Judge, in a 
capital or any other case, should subordinate his judgment to that of his brother 
Judge.” 

The working of this section has often led to anomalous results. 
Where, on the evidence of a lad of 18 years, Subramaniya Iyer, 
Offg. C. J., was for confirming the conviction for murder, Boddam, J., 
was for acquitting the accused. Bhashyam Aiyangar, J., to whom the 
case was referred on account of this difference of opinion, agreed with 
Subramaniya Iyer, Offg. C. J., as regards the conviction, but differed 
from him as regards the sentence. The Officiating Chief Justice was for 
commuting the sentence of death to one of transportation for life on 
the ground that the accused committed the murder in consequence of 
the deceased attempting to blackmail him, but Bhashyam Aiyangar, J., 
passed the sentence of death, without even considering the extenuating 
circumstance referred to by Subramaniya Iyer, Offg. 0. J. 3 This, it is 
submitted, is a very hard case. If Boddam, J., had agreed entirely 
with Subramaniya Iyer, Offg. 0. J., both as regards the conviction 
and the sentence, thus taking a more unfavourable view to the accused, 
the lesser sentence of transportation would undoubtedly have been 
passed. The fact that one of the learned Judges took a view entirely 
favourable to the accused resulted in a reference to the third who 
passed the sentence of death. While the sentence passed by Bhashyam 
Aiyangar, J., was perfectly legal under the Code, it is most respectfully 
submitted that it gives rise to the anomaly that a more unfavourable 
view to the accused on the part of Boddam, J., would have saved his 
life. Indeed, the accused in this case lost the benefit of the Officiating 
Chief Justice’s judgment as regards the sentence, and the benefit of 
Boddam, J.’s judgment as regards the conviction. The course adopted' 
by Carnduff, J., in similar circumstances, of passing the sentence of 
transportation for life, even when the Judge who confirmed the 
conviction was for passing the sentence of death, is, it is submitted, a 
very salutary one. 4 

3. Difference of opinion as to the sentence to be passed, — 

It has been held that when the difference of opinion is as to the- 
appropriate sentence to be passed, one Judge favouring the death, 
penalty, and the other recommending that transportation for life: 

Note 2 

1. (’86) 1886 All W N 275 (276, 277), Empress v. Debisingh. 

2. (’87) 1887 All W N 125 (127), Empress v. Bundu. 

3. (’04) 27 Mad 271 (290) : 1 Cri L Jour 641 : 2 Weir 203 : 14 Mad L Jour 226, 
Ramaswaviy Goundan v. Emperor. 

4. (’13) 14 Cr.L. J. 642 (646, 649, 653) : 211. C. 882 (Cal), Autar Singh v. Emperor. 
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would moot the ends of justice, the difference of opinion itself would Section 378 

be a sufficient ground for bolding that the death sentence should not Note 3 

bo passed. 1 It has, however, been ?;tid that it is not an inflexible rule 

and the third Judge to whom the case is referred is entitled to award 

the death sentence if lie thinks it proper. The rule of “judicial etiquette 

and practice” strongly advocated by Mahrnood, .T., (see Note 2) can bo 

more easily followed in this case, than in a case where the difference 

is as to the guilt of'the accused. 

379 . * In cases submitted by the Court of Section 379 

Procedure in cases sub- Session t.0 the Hiflh Coill't for 
mitted to High Court for , _ . w, 

confirmation. tlie confirmation ot a sentence 

of death, the proper officer of the High Court shall, 
without delay, after the order of confirmation or 
other order has been made by the High Court, send 
a copy of the order, under the seal of the High Court 
and attested with his official signature, to the Court 
of Session. 

380 . Where proceedings are submitted to a Section 380 

Procedure in cases sub- Magistrate of the first class or 

rmpote b rcd M to Si ac r “unde°r » Sub-divisional Magistrate as 
section 562. provided by section 562, such 

Magistrate may thereupon pass such sentence or 
make such order as lie might have passed or made if 
the case had originally been heard by him, and, if he 
thinks further inquiry or additional evidence on any 
point to he necessary, he may make such inquiry or 
take such evidence himself or direct such inquiry or 
evidence to he made or taken. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Power of the first class Magistrate or Sub-divisional 

Magistrate to remand. 

3. Power of the first class Magistrate or Sub-Divisional 

Magistrate to acquit. 

3a. Power of the first class Magistrate or Sub-divisional 

Magistrate to refer under S. 435. 

4. Appeal. See S. 408 Noto 5. 

i. Legislative changes. — Section 380 of the Code of 18S2 which 
dealt with the confirmation by Sessions Judges of sentences of 
imprisonment for a term exceeding four years, and transportation 

* 1882 : S. 379; 1872 : S. 301, para. 1; 1861 : S. 383. 

Note 3 

1. (’30) AIR 1930 Cal 193 (198): 31 Cr. L. J. 817, Emperor v. Dulcari Chandra. 

Sea also S. 429 Note 3. 
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Section 380 
Notes 1-3 


passed under s. 34, by the Assistant Judges and Magistrates, has now 
been omitted ; such sentences now come before the High Court on 
appeal, under S. 40S clause (b). The present S. 380 is entirely a new one. 

2. Power of the first class Magistrate or Sub-divisional 
Magistrate to remand. — The first class Magistrate or Sub -divisional 
Magistrate is not empowered to remand the case to the second class 
or third class Magistrate who submitted the case to him under S. 562. 
Thus, where a second class Magistrate finding the accused guilty of 
voluntarily causing grievous hurt under S. 325, Penal Code, sent the 
case to the District Magistrate under the proviso to S. 562, it was held 
that the order of the District Magistrate sending the case back to the 
second class Magistrate on the ground that S. 562 did not apply to the 
case was illegal. This section enacts that the District Magistrate 
should pass such order as he would have passed if he. had originally 
heard the case, and a District Magistrate could not have sent the case 
to a second class Magistrate if he had originally heard it himself . 1 

3. Power? of the first class Magistrate or Sub-divisional 
Magistrate to acquit. — There is a difference of opinion on the 
question if the first class or Sub- divisional Magistrate to whom a ease 
is sent under the proviso to S. 562 is empowered to acquit the accused. 

It may be noted that in the analogous S. 349, where the trying 
Magistrate who is not empowered to pass a sufficiently severe sentence 
is required to submit the proceedings and forward the accused to the 
superior Magistrate, the trying Magistrate is to “record the opinion” 
that the accused deserves a more severe sentence than he can pass. 
But in S. 562 the accused is “convicted” before he is forwarded to the 
superior Magistrate. Under S. 349, the Magistrate is empowered to pass 
“such judgment, sentence or order as he thinks fit and as is according 
to law.” Under this section such Magistrate “may pass such sentence 
or make such order as he might have passed or made if the case had 
originally been heard by him.” In the undermentioned case 1 their 
Lordships of the Madras High Court observed as follows : 

“ When a Magistrate of the second or third class submits proceedings under 
S. 349, he does not convict but merely expresses the opinion that an accused person 
is guilty. But when a case is submitted under S. 562 a conviction has first of all to 
be recorded and so when the proceedings reach the Magistrate for disposal under 
S. 380, that Magistrate has to deal with a person who has been convicted and it is 
not a case of the referring Magistrate having merely recorded the opinion that he 
ought to be convicted. Such opinion as the referring Magistrate expresses being that 
on the conviction, action should be taken under S. 562. It is our opinion that when 
an accused person comes before a Magistrate under S. 380, he can be treated only 
as a convicted person and that it is not permissible for the Magistrate acting under 
that section to set aside the conviction and to acquit him.” 


Section 380 — Note 2 

1. (’08) 7 Cr. L, J. 449 (450) : 4 Low Bur Rul 150, Emperor v. Abdul Lai Skein. 
See also S. 562 Note 15. 

Note 3 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Mad 728 (729) : 57 Mad 85 : 34 Cri L Jour 1045, Public Prose- 
cutor v. Gurappa Naidu. 
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It has, however, been held in Upper Burma Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court 2 that the power given to the Magistrate to pass snch sentence as 
he would have passed if he had heard the case originally himself, 
enables him to acquit the accused. The same view is expressed, though 
as obiter, in an earlier case of the Lower Burma Chief Court , 3 and the 
Nagpur Judicial Commissioner’s Court 4 has adopted the view of the 
Burma Courts. Support is sought for this latter view in the power- 
given to the Magistrate to take additional evidence or make further 
enquiry. On this point the Madras High Court in the said case 1 observed 
as follows : 

"It may lie for tlie purpose of satisfying tlie Magistrate that it really is a case 
for applying S. 562, and possibly such evidence (additional evidence) might be taken 
with a view to seeing whether the conviction was correct. Even so, in our view, 
S. 380 does not allow of a Magistrate who acts under it to set aside a conviction.” 

3a. Power of the first class Magistrate or Sub-divisional 
Magistrate to refer under section 435. — Under this section, a 
Suh-divisional Magistrate to whom proceedings are submitted can only 
dispose of the case in the manner provided by the section. He is not 
competent to make a reference to the District Magistrate under s. 485. 1 

4. Appeal. — Sec Section 408 Note 5. 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Of Execution. 

38 1 .* When a sentence of death passed by a 
Execution of order Court of Session is submitted to the 
passed under s. 376. High Court for confirmation, such 
Court of Session shall, on receiving the order of 
confirmation or other order of the High Court thereon, 
cause such order to he carried into effect by issuing a 
warrant or taking such other steps as may he necessary. 

1. Form of warrant of execution. — As to the form of a 
warrant of execution of a sentence of death, see Form 35, Schedule V. 
As to the form of a warrant where the sentence is commuted to one of 
transportation or imprisonment, see Form 36, schedule V. 


* 1882 : S. 381; 1872 : S. 301, para. 2; 1861 : S. 383. 


2. (’15) AIR 1915 Upp Bur 12 (12) : 29 Ind Cas 663 (663) : 2 Upp Bur Rul 55: 16 
Cri L Jour 535, Mi Tlii Hla v. Mi Kin. 

3. ('08) 8 Cri L Jour 476 (477, 478): 4 Low Bur Rul 277, Morali v. Emperor. 

4. (’18) AIR 191S Nag 241 (242), Bhikari Ghamar v. Emperor. 

Note 3a 

1. (’40) 1940 Mad W N 244 (244), Mail a Gowda v. Emperor. 


Section 380 
Notes 3-4 


Section 381 
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Section 382 


Section 383 


382.* If a woman sentenced to death is found 

Postponement of t 0 ]} e pregnant, the High Court shall 

capital sentence on _ x a 7 a 

pregnant woman. order the execution of the sentence 
to he postponed, and may, if it thinks fit, commute 
the sentence to transportation for life. 

4. Power to postpone. — The power of postponing the execution 
of the sentence of death passed on a woman found to be pregnant 
should he exercised only by the High Court. 1 It may either postpone 
the execution till after the delivery of the child 2 or, if it thinks fit, 
commute the sentence to one of transportation for life. 3 


383.t Where the accused is sentenced to 
Execution of sentences transportation or imprisonment 

of transporation or impri- . x x .-it 

sonment in other cases. m cases other than those provided 
for by section 381, the Court passing the sentence shall 
forthwith forward a warrant to the jail in which he 
is, or is to be, confined, and, unless the accused is 
already confined in such jail, shall forward him to 
such jail, with the warrant. 

Synopsis 

1. “Sentenced to transporation.” 

2. “Shall forthwith forward a warrant to the jail.” 

2a. Accused on bail — Procedure. 

3. When a sentence of transportation or imprisonment commences. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Sections 58, 59 and 511, Penal Code. Sec Note 1. 

Sentence for period already undergone in police custody — Illegal. See Note 3, 
Sentence of imprisonment in police lock-up — Illegal. See Note 2, 

Sentence to follow and not precede conviction. See Note 3. 

4. “Sentenced to transportation.” — A sentence for trans- 
portation may, under various sections of the Penal Code, be either for 
life or for a lesser period. See also ss. 59 and oil of the Penal Code 
and the undermentioned cases. 1 

* 1882 : S. 382; 1872 : S. 306; 1861 — Nil. 

•| 1882 : S. 383; 1872 : S. 302 para. 2; 1861— Nil. 

Section 382 — Note 1 

1. (’79) 2 Weir 441 (442). 

(1864) 1864 Sutli W R Gap Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Mt. Ghurbhurncc. 

2. (1864) 1864 Suth W R Gap Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Mt. Ghurbhurncc. 

(’71) 15 Suth W R Cr 66 (66), Queen v. Panlicc Aurut. 

(’79) 2 Weir 441 (442). 

3. (1865) 3 Suth W R Cr 15 (15), Queen v. Tepoo. 

[Sec (’78) 1878 Pun Re No. 34 Cr, p. 83 (83), Mt. Malali'v. Croton.] 

Section 383 — Note 1 

1. (’04) 1 Cr. L. J. 89 (89) ; 1903 Pun Re No. 31 Cr, Antra v. Emperor. 

(’82) 5 Mad 28 (28) : 1 Weir 30, Eunhussa v. Empress. 

(’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 27 Cr, p. 86 (87), Salar JBaksh v. Emperor. 

(1865) 2 Suth W R Cr 1 (1), Queen v. Mootlccc Kora. (S. 59, Penal Code.) 
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When an offender is sentenced to transportation he should, under 
this section, be forwarded with a warrant to the jail in which he is 
or is to be confined and, by virtue of s. 5S of the Penal Code, he will 
be deemed to be undergoing the sentence of transportation during the 
period of his imprisonment prior to actual transportation. 

Under S. 36S, sub-s. (2) of the Code, a sentence of transportation 
should not specify the place to which the person sentenced is to be 
transported. 

2. “Shall forthwith forward a warrant to the jail.” — 

Under S. 541, sub-s. (l), the Provincial Government has to appoint the 
place wherein any person liable to be imprisoned or committed to 
custody under the Code is to be confined, and, under this section, the 
Court passing the sentence should forthwith forward a warrant to the 
jail in which the accused is or is to be confined. 1 The words “jail” 
and “prison” do not include a police lock-up, and the Magistrate has 
no power to sentence an offender to suffer imprisonment in a police 
lock-up. 2 

2a. Accused on hail — Procedure. — Where the accused is 
on bail and is not present when the Court upholds a sentence of 
imprisonment, the procedure is for the Court to issue a warrant for 
his arrest to a police-officer under S. 77. 1 There is no procedure laid 
down by the Code that the Court should ask the sureties to ask the 
accused to surrender. 2 

3. When a sentence of transportation or imprisonment 
commences. — There are three cases under the Code in which a 
sentence of imprisonment or transportation may commence on a 
future date : 

(1) Where a person is convicted of two offences at one trial and the 
Court sentences him to suffer imprisonment or transportation for 
each of the offences, the sentences to run consecutively (s. 35). 

(2) Where a sentence of imprisonment or transportation is passed on 
an escaped convict and the new sentence is not severer in its kind 
than the sentence the convict was undergoing when be escaped 
(section 396). 

(3) Where a sentence is passed on a person already undergoing a 
sentence of imprisonment or transportation (S. 397). 

(1865) 3 Suth W R Or 44 (44), Queen v. Tonooram Main. (Do.) 

(’66) 5 Suth W R Cr 44 (44), Queen v. Shonaullali. (Do.) 

[Sec (1864) 1S64 Suth W R Gap Gr 35 (35), Queen v. Premchund .] 

Note 2 

1. (-02) 29 Cal 286 (297): 6 C W N 254(FB), In re Horace Lyall. (Court as Court 
o£ reference may forward offender to any jail within its jurisdiction as Court of 
referencs.) 

2. ('14) AIR 1914 Low Bur 156 (157): 7 LowBurRul62 : 15Cr.L. J. 10, Emperor 
v. Po Thin. 

See also S. 32 Note 4. 

Note 2a 

1. (’40) -AIR 1940 All 386 (386) : 41 Cr. L. J. 741 : 1 L R (1940) All 507, Mumtas 
v. Chhutwa. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 All 386 (387): 41 Cr. L. J. 741: I L R (1940) All 507, Mumtas 
v. Chhutwa. 


Section 383 
Rotes 1-3 


2Cr.l33, 
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Section 383 
Note 3 


Section 385 


Section 385 


In all other cases, a sentence of transportation or imprisonment 
will commence from the time it is passed ; 1 and the Court has no 
power to direct that such sentence should commence on a future date . 2 
Nor has the Court power to make a sentence precede a conviction . 3 
The reason is that a sentence should folloio and not 'precede a convic- 
tion . 311 Thus, it is illegal to sentence an offender for the period already 
undergone by him in the police custody . 4 

A sentence of transportation or imprisonment should be definite 
in respect of each offence . 5 


384 .* Every warrant for the execution of a 
Direction of war- sentence of imprisonment shall be 
rant for execution, directed to the officer in charge of the 
jail or other place in which the prisoner is, or is to be, 
confined. 

1. Warrant for execution of a sentence (omitted) 


38 5 . t When the prisoner is to be confined in 
Warrant with a jail, the warrant shall be lodged 
whom to be lodged, with the jailor. 


* 1882 :S. 384; 1872 : S. 303; 1861 : S. 222. 
•f 1882 ; S. 385; 1872 : S. 304; 1861 : S. 223. 


Note 3 

1. (’69) 12 Suth W R Cr 47 (48) : 3 Beng L R App Cr 50, In rc Kishcn Soondcr 
JBhwltCLchciT, jee, 

(’80) 7 Cal L R 393(395), In rc Okhoy Kumar. (Magistrate after sentencing accused 
admitted them to bail — Held such admission to bail did not make sentence one 
to commence at a future time.) 

(’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 159 (159): 17Cr.L. J. 480 (4S0), ShinTaung v. Emperor. 
(Sentence of imprisonment under the Prisons Act must commence from date on 
which it is passed — See also S. 541.) 

2. (’68-69) 4 Mad H C R App i (ii). (The Court cannot suspend its own sentence 
pending appeal.) 

(’69-70) 5 Mad H C R App i (i). (Do.) 

[Sec However (’81) 7 Cal L R 393 (395), III rc Okhoy Kumar. (In this case the 
Magistrate granted bail to enable accused to prefer appeal — Held, that the 
sentence was not to be considered thereby to be one which is to take effect in 
future and is, therefore, not illegal.)] 

3. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 42 (43), Queen-Empress v. Nga Po Mya. 
3a. (’97) 1897 Rat 892 (893), Empress v. Sadu. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Rang 28 (28) : 34 Cri L Jour 447, Emperor v. Nga Po Min. (It is 
illegal to antedate the execution of sentence.) 

(’23) AIR 1923 Lah 104 (105) : 23 Cri L Jour 593, Dangar Khan v. Emperor. 

(Half the period ordered to be counted as part of sentence — Illegal.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 453 (453) : 4 Low Bur Rul 152, Emperor v. Tha Hmun. 

4. (’97) 1897 Rat 892 (893), Empress v. Sadu. 

(’07) 5 Cri L Jour 217 (218) (Lah), Baghel Singh v. Emperor. (But sentence of 
imprisonment until rising of Court good.) 

(’08) 7 Cri L Jour 453 (453) : 4 Low Bur Rul 152, Emperor v. Tha Hmun. 

5. (’68-69) 4 Mad H C R App xxvii (xxvii). (Single sentence passed on conviction 
of three separate offences — Illegal.) 

(1864) 1864 Suth W R Gap Cr 35 (35, 36), Queen v. Prcmchund, 



CHS'SJ WARRANT FOR LEVY OF FINE 2115 

386 .* (i) Whenever an offender has been 
Warrant for sentenced to pay a fine, the Court passing 
levy of fine. the sentence may take action for the 
recovery of the fine in either or both of the following 
ways, that is to say, it may — 

(a) issue a warrant for the levy of the amount 
by attachment and sale of any movable 
property belonging to the offender ; 

(b) issue a warrant to the Collector of the Dis- 
trict authorizing him to realize the amount 
by execution according to civil process 
against the movable or immovable pro- 
perty, or both, of the defaulter : 

Provided that, if the sentence directs that in 
default of payment of the fine the offender shall be 
imprisoned, and if such offender has undergone the 
whole of such imprisonment in default, no Court shall 
issue such warrant unless for special reasons to be 
recorded in writing it considers it necessary to do so. 

(2) The Provincial Government a may make rules 
regulating the manner in which warrants under sub- 
section (1 ), clause ( a ) : are to be executed, and for the 
summary determination of any claims made by any 
person other than the offender in respect of any 
property attached in execution of such warrant. 

(3 ) Where the Courts issue a warrant to the 
Collector under sub-section (1), clause (b), such 
warrant shall be deemed to be a decree, and the Collec- 
tor to be the decree-holder, within the meaning of the 
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, and the nearest Civil 
Court by which any decree for a like amount could be 
executed shall, for the purposes of the said Code, be 
deemed to be the Court which passed the decree, and 
all the provisions of that Code as to execution of 
decrees shall apply accordingly: 


* Code of 1898, original S. 386. 

3S6. Whenever an offender is sentenced to pay a fine, the Court passing the 
. sentence may, in its discretion, issue a warrant for the levy of 
Warrant jor tj, e am0 unt by distress and saleof any moveable property belong- 
tcvij of fine. ingtothe offender, although the sentence directs that, in default 
of payment of the fine, the offender shall be imprisoned. 

1882 : S. 386; 1872 : S. 307; 1861 : S. 61. 


Section 386 
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/ 


Section 386 
Notes 1-2 


Provided that no such warrant shall he executed 
by the arrest or detention in prison of the offender. 

a. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 


Synopsis 


1. Amendments in 1923. 

2. Recovery of fine. 

3. “Has been sentenced to pay a 

fine.” 

4. Offender undergoing whole 

term of imprisonment in de- 
fault — Levy of fine. 

5. ‘‘Court passing the sentence.” 

6. ‘‘May take action.” 
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very of fine. See Note 2. 

Simultaneous execution. See Note 7. 
Suspension of imprisonment in default 
of fine. See Note 2. 


1. Amendments in 1923. — This section has been substituted 
for the old S. 3SG by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) 
Act, xvill of 1923. The material changes introduced are as follows : 

(1) The word ‘attachment’ has been used in place of the word ‘distress.’ 

(2) A warrant for the levy of the fine may now bo issued for execution 

according to civil process against the moveable as well as the 
immovable property of the defaulter. 

(3) Where the offender has undergone the whole of the imprisonment 
awarded in default of payment of fine, no warrant against his 
properties should issue unless for special reasons recorded in 
writing. 

2. Recovery of fine. — Section 64 of the Penal Code provides 
that whenever an offender is sentenced to pay a fine, with or without 
imprisonment, it is competent to the Court to direct that, in default 
of payment of such fine, the offender shall suffer imprisonment for a 
a certain period. The undergoing of such imprisonment does not, 
however, operate as a discharge or satisfaction of the order for 
payment of the fine, which may, nevertheless, be levied in the manner 
prescribed by this section, 1 i. e. — 

Section 386 — Note 2 

1. (’01) 23 All 497 (498) : 1901 A W N 17G, Emperor v. Sagwa. 
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(l) by attachment and sale under the provisions of this Code of the 
moveable property of the ofiondc-r. or 
(Ql hy execution by civil process against his moveable or immovable 
property or both, or 

(0) by both the above methods. 

There are. however, two limitations subject to which the above 
procedure is to be adopted, viz 

(1) Where the offender has undergone the whole term of imprisonment 
in default, no warrant should be issued for levy of the fine except 
for special reasons to he recorded. 

( 2 ) No fine can be levied after the period of six years after the passing 

of sentence, or, where, under the sentence, the offender is liable to 
imprisonment for a longer period than six years, then after the 
expiration of the period. 2 The mere fact, however, that the Court 
has written off a fine ns irrecoverable is no bar to its taking action 
under this section within the said period if it subsequently appears 
that the offender has acquired the means of paying it. 2 ' 

Where an offender is sentenced to pay fine only and to impri- 
sonment in default of payment thereof, the imprisonment may be 
suspended to enable the offender to pay the fine in instalments or on 
a future date. 2 

The provisions of this section have bron declared to apply — 

(1) to the levy of all fines imposed under the authority of any Act, 
Regulation, Utile, or hye-law, in the absence therein of nny specific 
provision to the contrary,' 1 

(2) to the recovery of the amount of maintenance ordered to be paid 
under S. -tv?, 2 ’ 

(*73} 1873 Rat 01 (02), Hen. v. Gulah Claud. (Award of imprisonment in default 
of ] a;, ment of fine impo-ed under enactment 1 - pa«-cd after General Clauses Act 
1 of l a G- came into operation i-- local.) 
flsC3) 3 Suth W P. Cr Letter- 10 (10). 

(1 -03) 3 Suth \V It Cr Letters 21 (21). 

(1SG3) 3 Sutli \V If Cr 01 (02), Queen v. Modoorcodundcy. (l’er Kemp and Jack- 
son, .7.1., Scton-Karr, J., dissenting.) 

2. See Section 70 of the Penal Code. 

(’ a l) 1881 Hat 207 (207), Quecn-Kir.prcss v. Garni Sahharam. (The liability for 
any sentence of impri-nmnent awarded in default of payment of fine continues, 
however, after the expiration of the six years.) 

2n. (’00) 4 Cr. h. J. -101 (101) : 1900 A \Y X 275 : 3 A h J 818, Laiiful Husain 
v. 7J Uinta: All Khan. 

3. See Section 088. 

4. General Clauses Act (X of 1807), S. 23; 

The Bengal General Clauses Act (Act I of 1809), S. 2G; 

Bombay General Clauses Act (Act I of 1004), S. 20; 

The United Provinces General Clauses Act (Act I of 1001), S. 25; 

The Punjab General Clauses Act (Act I of 189S), S. 23; 

The Burma General Clauses Act (Act I of 1808), S. 23; 

A=:-am General Clauses Act (Act II of 1915), S. 28; 

The Central Provinces General Clauses Act (Act I of 1914), S. 24; 

Peculation III of 187G, S. 35; 

Regulation III of 1901, S. Gl. 

[Sec hrnMuer (’72) 17 Suth W R Cr 7(8), Government v. Junglce Bcldar. (S. 0 of 
General Clauses Act, 18G8, applies to fines imposed under any Act thereafter to 
Le passed and has no application to the Ahkari Revenue Act of 185G.)] 

5. Section 488, sub-section (3). 


Section 386 
Note 2 
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Section 386 
Notes 2-4 


(3) to the recovery of all moneys ordered under this Code to be paid 
but for which no method is otherwise expressly provided for . 0 
Thus, the recovery of compensation amount ordered to be paid 
under s. 250, or of costs ordered to be paid under S. 148, or of the 
court-fees or process-fees ordered to be paid under s. 546A, may all 
be recovered in the manner provided by this section, 

(4) to the recovery by the Local Board under S. 221 of the Madras 

Local Boards Act, XIV of 1920, of any fee, toll, compensation or 
damages duo to it . 7 

Where money found on an accused person at the time of his 
arrest is taken and placed in the custody of the Court, it has been 
held that the Court at the time of convicting and sentencing him 
can impose a fine and order that the fine should be recovered by 
confiscation of the money under S. 517. 8 

3. “Has been sentenced to pay a fine.” — Before a warrant 
can be issued under this section it is necessary that the Court issuing 
the warrant should have sentenced the offender to pay a fine. So, a 
Court cannot, for instance, issue a warrant, merely on a report of a 
Railway Traffic Inspector to the effect that damage has been done to 
the railway carriage and that it should be recovered . 1 

A sentence of fine should be specific as to each offender fined . 2 
It is not proper to sentence two or more offenders to pay a fine jointly . 3 
See also Ss. G3 to 70 of the Penal Code. 

4. Offender undergoing whole term of imprisonment in 
default — Leyy of fine. — Under the section, as it stood before the 
amendment of 1923, the Court could issue a warrant for the levy of 
fine even though the offender had undergone the whole term of the 
imprisonment in default of fine. Under the present section as now 
amended, a warrant should not issue for the levy of fine in such cases 
unless for special reasons to be recorded the Court considers it necessary 
to issue such a warrant. But where the offender has been committed 
to jail for failure to pay the fine but the full term of imprisonment for 
default has not been completed, the proviso does not apply and a warrant 
can be issued . 1 Moreover, the proviso only forbids the issue of a warrant 

6. See Section 547. 

7. (’23) AIR 1923 Mad 275 (275):24 Or. L, J. 4G4, Pun'nja Syamalo v. Emperor. 

8. (’34) AIR 1934 Bom 193 (194) : 35 Ori L Jour 1344, In rc Samanl. 

Note 3 

1. (’29) AIR 1929 Pat 108(108, 109):30Cr.L.J. G35, Abdul Majidv. N.L.Mulchcrji. 

2. (’69-70) 5 Mad H O R App v (v) : 1 Weir 30. (Fine imposed on prisoners 
individually and collectively — Illegal .) 

3. (’17) AIR 1917 Cal 348 (35G, 359, 3G4): 18 Cri L Jour 945 : 44 Cal 1025 (1060, 
1063) (FB), Amrita Lai v. Coi'poration of Calcutta. 

(’69-70) 5 Mad II C R App v (v) : 1 Weir 30. 

[But see j’75) 1875 Rat 90 (90). (In this case it is assumed that a fine can be 
levied jointly.)] 

Note 4 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 337 (338) : 40Cr.L.J. 654 : IL R (1939) 1 Cal 471, Emperor 
v. Sint. Sarojini Do. (Warrant issued without reasons before the accused has 
undergone the whole imprisonment in default is not illegal although the pro- 
perty is sold after the accused has undergone the full imprisonment.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Cal 546 (547) : 36 Cr. L. J. 1267 ,NilEantlia Pal v. Bisaliha Pal. 
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after the imprisonment in default of fine has been served; it does not 
require that where a warrant has been issued it must he withdrawn 
if the imprisonment in default of fine has been served for the full 
period . 2 But in. dealing with such warrants the Court should follow 
the policy underlying the proviso; so that, if there are special reasons 
for not withdrawing the warrant the Court should refuse to withdraw 
it . 3 The special reasons for issuing the warrant or for not withdrawing 
it should he reasons accounting for the fact that the fine has not been 
recovered before the sentence in default has been served and any 
reasons which are directed to that point would be relevant . 4 5 6 The facts 
that the offence is a serious one and that the complainant has been 
allotted part of the fine are irrelevant . 3 But it has been said that where 
an offender having the means of paying the fine chooses to undergo 
imprisonment rather than pay the fine, it is a sufficient special reason 
which will enable the Court in its discretion to order that the.fine may 
be levied, notwithstanding that the offender has served the full term 
of imprisonment ordered for default of payment of the fine . 0 

"Where an offender sentenced to fine and to imprisonment in 
default, paid a portion of the fine, but, the fact not having been 
communicated to the jailor, he had to serve the whole term, it was held 
that the Court had no jurisdiction to refund the fine, but that the 
party should apply to the Local Government for a refund . 7 

5. “Court passing the sentence.’’ — The power to levy a fine 
is restricted to the Court passing the sentence . 1 It may be exercised 
either by the Judge or Magistrate who passed the sentence or by his 
successor in office . 2 See the undermentioned case . 3 See also s. 389. 


2. (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 160 (161) : 59 Bom 350 : 36 Cti L Jour 1034, Digambar 
Easinath v. Evtpcror. 

3. (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 160 (161) : 36 Cri L Jour 1034 : 59 Bom 350, Digambar 
Easinath v. Emperor. 

4. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 149 (151) : 37 Cr. L. J. 524 : 63 Ciil 1139, Jadabendranath 
Panja v. Emperor. (The mere fact that the accused is a man of dangerous 
character is not a sufficient reason.) 

(’35) AIR 1935 Bom 160 (161) : 36 Cr.L.J. 1034 : 59 Bom 350, Digambar Eashinath 
v. Emperor. (It may he that the authorities, through no negligence on their 
part, did not know of the existence of the property or the accused may have 
inherited property after he served his sentence in default, or there may not have 
been time to execute the warrant — Matters of that sort would all be special reasons.) 

5. (’35) AIR 1935 Bom 160 (161) : 36 Cri L Jour 1034 : 59 Bom 350, Digambar 
Eashinath v. Emperor. 

6. Statement of Objects and Reasons, 1921. 

7. (’66-67) 4 Bom H C R Cr 37 (38), Beg. v. Natha Mula. 

Note 5 

1. (’70) 1870 Rat 35 (35), Satara Sessions Judge's Letter. 

(’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 50 (50) (FB), Ghunder Coomar Milter v. Modoosooden Deg. 

2. (’68) 9 Suth W R Cr 50 (50) (FB), Ghunder Coomar Mittcr v. Modoosooden Day. 

3. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 149 (150, 151) : 37 Cr.L.J. 524 : 63 Cal 1139 , Jadabendranath 
Panja v. Emperor. (Special Magistrate appointed under Ordinance XI of 1931 
passing sentence — After termination of special powers another Magistrate suc- 
ceeding him as Sub-divisional Magistrate — Such Magistrate cannot execute 
sentence of fine as he cannot be deemed to be successor in office of the special 
Magistrate.) 


Section 386 
Notes 5-5 
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Section 386 
Notes 6-9 


6. “May take aotion.” — Where an offender has been sentenced 
to fine and to imprisonment in default of payment of the fine, it is not 
imperative that the Court should take action in all cases. The words 
"may take action” show that it is in the discretion of the Court to do 
so or not. But where an order for payment of money has been made 
under the Code, s. 547 provides that the amount shall be recoverable 
as if it were fine, and it has been held that the Court has no discretion 
in such cases to refuse to take action under this section for the 
recovery of the amount . 1 

7. Execution against immovable property, — Prior to the 
substitution of this section for the old one in 1923, there -was no 
provision for attachment and sale of immovable property of the 
offender for the purpose of realising a fine and it was held that a sale 
of immovable property for recovering a fine conferred no title on the 
purchaser as the sale itself was without jurisdiction . 1 Clause (b) 
now enables the Court to proceed against the immovable properties 
belonging to the offender. This, however, can only be according to 
civil process and not as provided in this Code. The Court also has 
power to issue a warrant for attachment and sale of moveable property 
and simultaneously to order execution against immovable property 
according to civil process. 

8. Priority over other debts. — A fine imposed or an order 
for payment of money passed by a criminal Court is a debt due to 
the Crown — ■ and as a Crown debt it takes precedence over ordinary 
contract debts . 1 The character of Crown debt is not lost even though 
there is a direction that it should be paid over to the complainant . 3 

9. Death of offender. — Section 70 of the Penal Code provides 
that the death of the offender shall not discharge from the liability 
for fine, any property which would, after his death, be legally liable 
for his debts; and therefore a warrant for the levy of the fine may be 
issued under this section, even after the death of the offender, against 
properties in the hands of his legal representatives . 1 

Note 6 

1. (’23) AIR 1923 Pat 57 (57) : 24 Cr.L.J. 12G, Harcndra Krishna v. Balkumar. 
(Costs ordered under S. 148 (3).) 

(’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul GOG (GOG, 607), Empress v. Alexander Augustus 
St. Clair Miller. 

Note 7 

1. (’21) 22 Cri L Jour 399 (400) : G1 1. C. 527 (527) (Lull), Madari v. Mchrdin. 
(’GS) 5 Bom H C R Or G3 (G4), Beg. v. Lallu Kartvar. 

[Sec also (’92) 20 Cal 478 (481), Queen-Empress v. Sitanatli Mitra. ] 

Note 8 

1. (1876) 2 Ex D 47(48) : 4G L J Ex 73 ;35LT858, lure Arthur Heavens Smith 
(Appellant in appeal to House of Lords in Chancery entered as usual into reco- 
gnizance for payment of respondents costs if unsuccessful — Appeal unsuccessful 
— Appellant did not pay the costs — Recognizance estreated and nppellant arrested 
— Held he was a debtor to the Crown.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 1111 (1112, 1115) ; 40 Mad 7G7 (769, 774, 775) : 18 Cr. L. J. 
426, Piehu Vadhiar v. Secy, of State. 

2. (’18) AIR 1918 Mad 1111 (1112, 1115) : 40 Mad 767 (775) : 18 Cr. L. J. 426, 
Pichu Vadhiar v. Secy, of State. 

Note 9 

1. (’78) 2 Bom 564 (567), Impcratrix v. Donga ji. 
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10. Attachment of moveable property — Clause (a). — Prior 
to the substitution of this section for the old one in 1923, the section 
used the word “distress” and Form No. 37 of Schedule V contained tho 
words “make distress by seizure," As the words “moveable property” 
were used in the section as being the subject of ‘distress’ that is, actual 
seizure, it was held that only tangible or corporeal moveable property 
capable of being seized could be proceeded against by way of distress 
and not such property as debts or ehoses in action 1 which could not 
be ‘seized.’ It was also held that a share or interest in joint moveable 
property could not be seized and therefore could not be distrained 
under the section 2 though a share or interest in joint property could 
be attached under S. 8S by the issue of a prohibitory order or the 
appointment of a receiver. 25 The substitution in the present section of 
the word "attachment” for the word “distress” shows that even a debt 
due to or a share in joint moveable property belonging to an offender 
could be attached. 3 Sub-section (2) provides that the Provincial 
Government may make rules for regulating the manner in which the 
attachment is to be made. In the absence, however, of any such rules 
the question arises as to the mode in which an attachment of a debt or 
share in joint moveable property is to be effected. It has been held that 
seizure and sale of the property in which the offender has an undivided 
fractional interest are not legal. 4 According to the High Court of 

The following cases, which were decided with reference to old S. 386, arc no 
longer of any importance : 

(’93) 20 Cal 478 (481), Queen-Empress v. Sitanaih Mitra. 

(’G8-G9) 5 Bom H C R Cr 63 (G4), Beg. v. Lallu Karwar. 

(1865) 4 Suth W It Cri L G (G). (Under S. 70, Penal Code, oven immovable'pro- 
perties of offender will be liable for payment of fine after the death of offender.) 

Note 10 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 748 (748, 749) : 18 Cr. L. J. 1, Secy, of State v. Scngammal. 
(It may however include negotiable instruments, bonds and title deeds.) 

(’18) AIR 1918 Mad 1111 (1113, 1114) : 40 Mad 7G7 (7G8, 772) : 18 Cr. L. J. 42G, 

■ Fichu Vadhiar v. Secy, of State. (Surplus sale proceeds in tho hands of a mort- 
gagee under power of sale is not a debt but tangible moveable property and could 
be attached under S. 386.) 

2. (’92) 20 Cal 478 (479), Queen-Empress v. Sitanath Mitra. (Only moveable pro- 
perty of which the offender was tho sole owner could be attached under S. 386.) 

(*7G) 2 Weir 442 (443). 

2a. (’17) AIR 1917 Mad 3GG (367) : 39 Mad 831 (833) : 17 Cri L Jour 296 (FB), 
Secy, of Stale v. Bangaswamy Iyengar. 

3. [See (’26) AIR 192G Bom 103 (104, 105) : 49 Bom 906 : 27 Cri L Jour 652, 
ShivlvigappaNijappav.QurlingavaBasappa,[T'ev Fawcett, J.; Madgaonhar J. 
being doubtful reserved his opinion on the point.)] 

[But see (’33) AIR 1933 Nag 248 (248 , 249) : 29 Nag L R 320 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1263, 
Shrawan v. Emperor.} 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 All 373 (374), Bansraj Das v. Secy, of Stale. (Fine imposed 
upon a coparcener cannot be recovered by attachment nnd sale of joint moveable 
property belonging to the family — In such a case the property cannot be said to 
belong to the offender.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 402 (403, 404) : 60 Cal 932:34Cr.L. 3.503, PramathaBhusan 
v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Cal 401 (402) : 60 Cal 851 : 34 Cri L Jour 579, Manmathanath 
Kitndu v. Emperor. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Mad 538 (540): 55 Mad 1041 : 33 Cr.L.J. 622, Narasanna v. Emperor. 
(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 292 (293) : 12 Pat 29 : 33 Cr.Ii.J. 872 (SB), Eajendra Prasad 
Misser v. Emperor. 

(’33) AIR 1933 Nag 248 (248, 249) : 29 Nag L R 320 : 34 Cr. L. J. 1263, Shrawan 
v. Emperor. 


Section 386 
Note 10 
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Section 386 
Notes 10-11 


Madras 6 the proper course in such cases is to follow the principle 
adopted in the Civil Procedure Code and to proceed under 0.21, 
Rr. 4G and 47. 

The High Court of Patna 0 and the Judicial Commissioner’s Court 
of Sind 7 have expressed the view that the better method to adopt in 
such cases would be to proceed under clause (b) rather than clause (a) 
of the section. 

Under sub-s. (l) clause (a) of this section, any moveable property 
belonging to the offender can be attached. The provisions of the Civil 
Procedure Code exempting certain property from attachment and sale 
do not apply to criminal Courts . 8 

Salary not yet drawn by the offender is not moveable property 
within the meaning of this section . 9 

11. “Belonging to the offender." — The Court has power 
under sub-s. (l) (a) to attach only moveable property belonging to the 
offender , and therefore cannot order the attachment of the money 
deposited by a surety for the appearance of the offender, in execution 
of a sentence of fine passed against the offender . 1 Similarly, where 
joint moveable property passes by survivorship to the other members 
of the family on tho death of the person, such property cannot be 
attached as it is no longer property of the person in the hands of the 
other members . 2 It has been held that a sentence of fine against a 
coparcener cannot be executed by attachment and sale of joint 
moveable property of the family as tho property cannot be said to 
belong to the coparcener who has got only an unascertained interest 
therein . 3 

It is tho duty of an officer entrusted with the execution of a 
warrant of attachment to ascertain by all possible means whether the 
the property belongs to the offender . 4 

[Sec also (’3G) AIR 193G Mad 560 (560) : 37 Or. L. J. 83G, Eollivcnhataratnam 
v. Collector of Eistna. (Attachment by seizure of standing crops of joint Hindu 
family is illegal — Case under clause (b).)] 

5. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 53S (540) : 55 Mad 1041 : 33 Cr. L. J. 622, Narasanna v. 
Emperor. 

6. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 212 (213) : 33 Cr. L. J. 671, Sahadco Singh v. BamEishun 
Singh. (Proceedings under S. 145.) 

7. (’33) AIR 1933 Sind 43(44) : 34 Cr.L.J. 354, Pritam DasMangaramx. Emperor. 

8. (’37) AIR 1937 Lab 367 (367), Natha Singh v. Alt. Bachint Eaur. (Order of 
maintenance under S. 488 — Jagiv money collected by revenue authorities of person 
against whom order is made can be taken and attached for realization of amount 
due under order.) 

(’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 3 Cr, p. 7, Sirdar Baghitbir Singh v. Mela Singh. 

9. (’34) AIR 1934 Rang 82 (83) : 36 Cri L Jour 850, Maung Soc Hlaing v. Ma 
Thcin Ehin. (Salary in this case was not earned also.) 

Note 11 

1. (’21) AIR 1921 All 71 (71) : 22 Cr. L. J. 744, Girdhari Lai v. Emperor. (Even 
though the surety and accused were brothers and members of joint Hindu family.) 

(’32) AIR 1932 Pat 301 (301) : 33 Cr.L.J. 958 (FB), Bamchandcr Pandcyx. Emperor. 
See also S. 513 Note 1. 

2. (’32) AIR 1932 Pat 301 (301) : 33 Cr. L. J. 958 (F B), Bamchandcr Pandey v. 
Emperor. 

3. (’39) AIR 1939 All 373 (374), Bansraj Das v. Secy, of State. 

4. (’35) AIR 1935 Pat 214 (217) : 36 Cri L Jour 714, Bam Singh v. Emperor. 
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42. Claims to property attached under sub-section (1) (a). 

— Under the section before the amendment of 1923, there was no 
provision for the determination of claims which might be preferred to 
the property attached, 1 but the Court had, however, to satisfy itself 
that the property attached belonged to the offender. 2 In cases of doubt 
it was held that the proper procedure was to stay the sale to enable 
the claimant to establish his title to the property in a civil Court. 2 

Sub-section (2) of the present section now provides that the 
Provincial Government may make rules for the summary determination 
of any claims that may be made in respect of the property attached 
under sub-s.(l) (a) and it is the duty of the Court in such cases to 
hold a proper inquiry into the title of the claimant. 1 In the absence 
of such rules, it has been held that the procedure prescribed for tho 
inquiry into claims under s. SS of this Code should be adopted. 5 

Tho summary procedure for the determination of claims under 
sub-s.(2) applies only during the subsistence of the attachment. "Where, 
therefore, money is attached and credited to the Government, an 
application for the refund of the money by the Government does not 
lie, the reason being that tho attachment must bo deemed to be put an 
end to as soon as the money is credited to the Government. 0 

43. Execution according to civil process — Sub-section (l)(b). 

— Where it is sought to execute a sentence of fine against tho 


Note 12 

1. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 337 (337) : -10 Cri L Jour Got : I L R (1939) 1 Cal 471, 
Emperor v. Sarojini Dc. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Lah 227 (22S) : 1G Cr. L. J. 1G6 (1GG, 1G7), Ilira Lai v. Emperor. 
(’95) 22 Cal 935 (938), Queen-Empress v. Gasper. 

(’9S) 1898 All W N 173 (179), Seep, of State v. Suhhdco. 

(’32) AIR 1932 Rom 47G (177) : 33 Cri. L.J. 803 : 5G Bom 3G4, In re Pandurang 
Ycnkatcsh. 

{Sec (’02) 4 Bom L R 109 (114), Gancsh Mahadco v. Karayan Balshct. (There 
is nothing in law indicating that it is the Magistrate’s business to do more than 
issue the warrant.)] 

2. (’72-92) 1872-1892 Low Bur Rul 332 (332), Empress v. Mi Myaing. 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 47G (477, 478) : 33 Cri L Jour SOS : 5G Bom 364, In re 
Pandurang V cnlc atesh. 

(’98) 1898 Rat 97G (970), Queen-Empress v. Clihagan Jagannath. 

(’97) 20 Mad 88 (89) : 2 Weir 42, Quccn-Emprcss v. Kandappa Goundan. (Case 
under S. 88, Criminal P.C. — Principle stated in judgment to be applicable to this 
section.) 

(’81) 2 Weir 445 (445). 

4. (’39) AIR 1939 Cal 337 (338) : 40 Cr.LJ. G51 : 1LR (1939) 1 Cal 471, Emperor 
. v. Sarojini Dc. (Bengal Government Circular Order No. G (Cri) 1925, R. 117 

(4) — While determining claims to property attached, procedure of O. 21, P«. 58, 
Civil Procedure Code, need not bo followed — Services of police-officers cannot be 
utilized by Magistrate nor can he rely simply on report of police-officer.) 

(’33) AIR 1933 All 135 (135) : 34 Cri L Jour 847, Jlarimal v. Emperor. 

(’31) AIR 1931 Lah 543(543) : 32 Cr.L,J.812, Parsliotam Das v. Emperor. (Magis- 
trate dismissing objection on report of a Naib Tnhsildar — This is not enough.) 

5. (’32) AIR 1932 Mad 538 (541) : 55 Mad 1041 : 33 Cri L Jour G22, Narasanna 
v. Emperor. 

[But sec (’32) AIR 1932 Bom 47G (477, 478) : 33 Cri L Jour 805 : 56 Bom 304, 
In re Pandurang Yenkatesh. (Objector directed to Civil Court.) 

6. (’34) AIR 1934 Pat 181 (182,184) : 13 Pat 317 : 35 Cri L Jour G82 (SB), Suraj 
Narain Prasad Singh v. Emperor. (Per Courttiey-Terrell C. J., and James J.; 
Kulwant Sahay, J., contra.) 
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immovable property of the offender or against such moveable property 
as cannot be attached by seizure under sub-s.(l)(a), the better procedure 
is to issue a warrant as provided under sub-s.(l) (b) for execution 
according to civil 'process. Sub-section (3) provides that such a warrant 
shall be deemed to be a decree and the Collector to be the decree- 
holder and the nearest civil Court can execute the decree in accordance 
with the provisions of the Code of Civil Procedure relating to the 
execution of decrees (see o. xxi of the Civil Procedure Code). A warrant 
issued by a Magistrate to a Collector must, therefore, be accepted as 
a decree by tho civil Court to w T hich it is sent for execution. 1 The 
Bombay High Court has held that a warrant under this section is 
deemed to be a decree of the civil Court only for the purposes of 
execution and therefore the exemption of agriculturists’ lands from 
execution of decrees under s. 22 of the Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief 
Act does not extend to such warrants ? The Lahore High Court has, 
however, held that by virtue of sub-s.(3) the warrant becomes a decree 
of the civil Court, and therefore the land of an agriculturist cannot 
be attached and sold in execution of such “decree” by virtue of S. 16 of 
the Punjab Land Alienation Act. 3 

It is not permissible for the executing Court to go behind the 
warrant sent for execution or to question the validity of the warrant 
in respect of some antecedent defect in proceedings before the 
criminal Court. 4 

44. Revision. — An order of the Magistrate passed under this 
section in his judicial capacity is subject to revision under S. 435. 1 But 
an order of the Magistrate directing recovery of an amount ordered to 
be paid (see s.547), such as an amount due to the Port Trust, though 
passed under this section, is only an executive order and is, therefore, 
not open to revision. 2 

See also s. 435. For Form, see Sch. V, Form No. 37. 


387 .* A warrant issued under section 3S6, 
Effect of such sub-section (1), clause (a ), by any Court 
warrant. may executed within the local limits 

of the jurisdiction of such Court, and it shall autho- 

* 1882 : S. 387; 1872 : S. 307; 1861 : S. 61. 


Note 13 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Pesh 40 (40), Collector of Peshawar v. Abdul Majid. 

2. (’20) AIR 1926 Bom 5S2{583,584):50 Bom 844, Collector of Sat ar a v. Mahadu. 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Lah GG7 (669) : 30 Cr. L. J. 1006, Emperor v. Milkha Singh. 

4. (’29) AIR 1929 Mad 383 (384), Kuppuswamy Iyer v. Secretary of State. 

Note 14 

1. (’96) 23 Cal 421 (423), Queen-Empress v. Aswini Kumar Ghose. 

[See also (’33) 1933 All 135 (135) : 34 Cr. L. J. S47, Harimal v. Emperor.] 

2. (’26) AIR 1926 Sind 57 (57, 58) : 20 Sind L R 63 : 26 Cr. L. J. 1263, Yusif 
Ali Lookmanji v. Emperor. 

[See also (’26) AIR 1926 Bom 103 (106) : 49 Bom 906 : 27 Cr. L. J. 652, Shiva- 
lingappa Nijappa v. Gurlingava Basappa. (Execution of order under S. 488, 
Criminal P. C.)] 
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rize the attachment and sale of any such property Section 387 
without such limits, when endorsed" by the District Notel 
Magistrate or Chief Presidency Magistrate within the 

. « c 

local limits of whose jurisdiction such property is 
found. 

Tlio words “n warrant issued l»y any Court” nl the brahmin", and tlm 

word "attnchincnl" wore substituted for the words "such warrant" and the word 
“ distress " respectively' bv the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 

XVIII of 1923. 

i. Scope of the section. — As to “jurisdiction of criminal 
Courts,” see section 177. 

The Court lias no power to levy a fine against property situate 
outside British India . 1 


388 .* (1) When an offender lias been sentenced Section 388 
Suspension of exc- to f mG onlv an d to imprisonment in 

imprisonment. default oi payment oi the line, and 
the fine is not paid forthwith, the Court may — 

(a) order that the fine shall be payable either in 

full on or before a date not more than 
thirty days from the date of the order, or 
in two or three instalments, of which the 
first shall he payable on or before a date not 
more than thirty days from the date of the 
order and the other or others at an interval 
or at intervals, as the case may he, of not 
more than thirty days, and 

(b) suspend the execution of the sentence of 
imprisonment and release the offender, on 
the execution by the offender of a bond, 
with or without sureties, as the Court 
thinks fit, conditioned for his appearance 

* Code of 1898 : original S. 388. 

Suspension of exc- 388. (1) When on offender 1ms been sentenced to fine 

cution of sentence of only and to imprisonment in default of payment of the fine, 
imprisonment. and the Court issues a warrant under section 380, it may 

suspend tlio execution of the sentence of imprisonment nnd may release the offender 
on his executing a bond, with or without sureties, ns the Court thinks fit, condi- 
tioned for Ills nppenrnuco before such Court on tlio day appointed for tlio return to 
such warrant, such day not being more than fifteen days from the time of executing 
the bond; and in the event of the fine not having been realized the Court may direct 
the sentence of imprisonment to be carried into execution at once. 

(2) In any enso in which nn order lor tlio payment of money has been made, 
on non-recovery of which imprisonment may bo awarded, nnd tlio money is not paid 
forthwith, tlio Court may require the person ordered to mnko such payment to enter 
into n bond ns prescribed in sub-section (1), and in default of his so doing may at 
once pass sentence of imprisonment ns if the money lmd not been recovered. 

1882 : S. 388; 1872 nnd 1861— Nil. 


Section 387 — Note 1 
1. (’79) 2 Weir 444 (444, 445). 
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Section 388 
Notes 1-2 


before the Court on the date or dates on 
or before which payment of the fine or the 
instalments thereof, as the case may be, is 
to be made; and if the amount of the fine 
or of any instalment, as the case may be, is 
not realised on or before the latest date on 
which it is payable under the order, the 
Court may direct the sentence of imprison- 
ment to be carried into execution at once. 
(2) The provisions of sub-section (1) shall be 
applicable also in any case in which an order for the 
payment of money has been made on non-recovery of 
which imprisonment may be awarded and the money 
is not paid forthwith; and, if the person against whom 
the order has been made, on being required to enter 
into a bond such as is referred to in that sub-section, 
fails to do so, the Court may at once pass sentence of 
imprisonment. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. Scope of the section. 

3. Order for payment of money on non-recovery of which 

imprisonment may be awarded — Sub-section (2). 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Form of bond. See Schedule Y, Form 37A. 

Warrant for levy of fine — Not needed before imprisonment. See Note 3. 

1. Legislative ohanges. 

(1) This section was substituted for the original S. 3S8 by the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (Second Amendment) Act, XXXVII of 1923. 
Under the section as it stood previously, the Court could not 
suspend a sentence of fine unless a warrant for the recovery 
thereof had been issued under s. 3S6. 1 This is not necessary now. 

(2) Under the old section a suspension of the sentence could not exceed 
a period of fifteen days from the date of executing a bond under 
the section. Under the present section there can now be an order 
for payment in two or three monthly instalments and suspension 
of the sentence during that period. 

2. Scope of the section. — In order that the section may apply, 
two conditions are necessary, namely that the offender must have 
been sentenced, 

(1) to fine only, and 

(2) to imprisonment in default of payment of such fine. 
The section has, therefore, no application to cases where an 

offender has been sentenced to fine in addition to a sentence of 

Section 388 — Note I 

1. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 452 (452) : 4 Low Bur Bui 151, Emperor v. The Mya. 
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imprisonment 1 or where lie is not sentenced to imprisonment in 
default of the payment of the fine. 2 

3. Order for payment of money on non-recovery of which 

imprisonment may be awarded — Sub-section (2) Under s.ci 

of the Penal Code, whenever a sentence of fine is passed the Court 
can order that in default of payment of such fine, the defaulter shall 
suffer imprisonment for a certain period. There is no such general 
provision ns to orders for payment of money other than fine. Sub- 
section (2) of this section refers to an order made by a criminal Court 
for the payment of money hut which is not a punishment inflicted on 
an offender for a criminal offence. 1 The Court has no power to order 
imprisonment in default of payment of any such amount unless it is 
specifically provided for by a statute. 2 The Code contains the following 
provisions for payment of money on the non-recovery of which 
imprisonment may be awarded : 

(i) Payment of compensation under S. 250, sub-s. (2A). 

(ii) Payment of maintenance under 8 . 433, sub-s. (3). 

(iii) Payment of the penalty due on a bond under S.514, sub-s. (-1). 

(iv) Payment of process-fees, etc., under s. 51GA, sub-s. ( 1 ). 

In such cases if the money is not paid forthwith tho Court may 
require the person io enter into a bond ns provided by sub-s. (x) and 
on his failure to do so, may at once pass a sentence of imprisonment. 

See S. 250, S. 511 sub-s. (l), S.4S3 and S.51GA. 

It is not necessary that a warrant for tho levy of such amount 
should be issued, and the undermentioned cases 2 decided boforo tho 
amendment to sub-s. ( 1 ) are no longer of any practical importance. 


Note 2 

1. (’33) AIR 1933 Cal 303 (310! : 31 Cri L .lour 530, Alt Hussain v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIR 1931 Rang 11 (12): 11 Rang •!51:35Cr.L..T.G0S, Emperor v. Mohamcd. 

(Even if sentence of imprisonment is a nominal one, section does not apply and 
execution of sentence of imprisonment in default of fine cannot be suspended.) 

2. (’05) 2 Weir *145 (415), In rc V enkatrapragada Vckairayadu. 

Note 3 

1. (’34) AIR 1934 Rang 11 (12) : 35 Cri L Jour G03 : 11 Rang 451, Emperor v. 
Moliamcd. 

2. (’93) 18 Bom 440(441), Qucen-Emprcssv.Kulrappa. (Railways Act, 1890, S. 113 
does not provide for imprisonment in default of payment of excess charge and 
faro duo.) 

(’97) 20 Mad 385 (38G) : 1 Weir 871, Queen-Empress v. Subramania Iyer. (Do.) 
(’9G) 19 Mad 238 (239) : 2 Weir 4G1, Queen-Empress v. Lakshmi Nayakan. (Im- 
prisonment in default of payment of compensation under Cattle Trespass Act (Act 
1 of 1871) is illegal.) 

(’97) 11 O ]? L R Cr 10 (11), Karim Khan v. Nathoosa. (Do.) 

(’79) 1 Weir 711 (711). (Do.) 

(’90) 1 Weir 712 (712), In rc Chctti. (Do.) 

3. (’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 71 (71), Queen-Empress v. Nga Myit. 

(’01) 28 Cal 1G4 (106), Lai Mahmud Shaik v. Salcoiori Biswas. 

(’02) 20 Mad 127 (129): 2 Weir 321, In thomattcrof Byravalu Naidu. (Issue ofa 
warrant for levy of the attachment, a condition precedent to an order for impri- 
sonment under this section.) 

(’94) 21 Cal 979 (985), Bamjcovan Koormi v. Durga Charan Sadhu Khan. 
(Doubted whether Magistrate had jurisdiction to make an order for imprisonment 
in default of payment of compensation.) 


Section 388 
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Section 389 


Section 390 


389.* Every warrant for the execution of any 
who may issue sentence may be issued either by the 
warrant. Judge or Magistrate who passed the 

sentence, or by his successor in office. 

1. Successor in office, — A sentence was passed by a special 
Magistrate appointed under Ordinance 11 of 1931. The special criminal 
Court came to an end in 1932 with the expiry of the Ordinance. It was 
held that the sub-divisional Magistrate who succeeded the special 
Magistrate was not a successor in office of the special Magistrate and 
that he had no power to issue the warrant. 1 


390.t When the accused is sentenced to whip- 
Execution of sen- ping only, the sentence shall subject 
fence of whipping ^ provisions of section 391 be 

executed at such place and time as the Court may 
direct. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes. 

2. When the accused is sentenced to whipping only. 

3. “ At such place and time as the Court may direct.” 

4. Postponement of whipping sentence when accused 

is under sentence of imprisonment in another trial. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Amendment of S. 391. See Note 3. 

Fixing n future date. See Note 3. 

Whipping Act (IV of 1909). See Note 2. 

1. Legislative changes. — The words “subject to the provisions 
of S. 391” were added by the Criminal Law Amendment Act, XII of 
1923. See Note 3. 

2. When the accused is sentenced to whipping only This 

section applies when the accused is sentenced to tvhipping only. 
Sentences of whipping are passed under the provisions of the Whipping 
Act (IV of 1909). Sections 3 and 5 of that Act deal with offences for 
which whipping can be given in lieu of other punishments prescribed 
under the Penal Code, while s. 4 deals with offences for which whipping 
can be given in addition to the other punishments prescribed therefor. 

Section 3 of the Whipping Act, IV of 1909, enacts that (a) in the 
cases of theft under S. 378, Penal Code, and aggravated forms of it 
under Ss. 380 and 3S2, and (b) in the cases of lurking house-trespass or 
house-breaking under ss. 443 and 445, Penal Code, and aggravated forms 

* 1882 : S. 389; 1872 : S. 307, para. 4; 1861— Nil. 

1 1882 ; S. 390; 1872 : S. 302, para. 2; 1861— Nil. 

Section 389 — Note 1 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Cal 149 (150) : 37 Cri L Jour 424 ; 63 Cal 1139 , Jadabcndranath 
Panja v. Emperor. 
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of them tinder Ss. 444 and 446, Penal Code, respectively, whipping may 
be awarded in lieu of the other punishments. 

Section 5 of the said Whipping Act provides that the punishment 
of whipping may. he inflicted upon juvenile offenders in lieu of other 
punishments, in the following cases : 

(i) All offences punishable under the Penal Code, except those 

specified in chapter VI and in Ss. 15SA and 505 and offences 
punishable with death. 

(ii) Offences punishable under any other law with imprisonment, 

which the Provincial Government may specify in this 
behalf. 

Thus, this section applies only in those cases where sentences of 
whipping are passed under Ss. 3 and 5 of the Whipping Act. 

Where a youthful offender for one offence is ordered to be 
detained in a Training School or a Borstal Institution and for another 
offence tried at the same trial is sentenced to whipping, the Magistrate 
must act under the provisions of this section . 1 The reason is that a 
person sentenced to detention in a Borstal Institution is not sentenced 
-to imprisonment. 

3. “At such place and time as the Court may direct." — 

According to the High Court of Bombay the sentence of whipping 
need not necessarily be executed on the same day as the sentence was 
passed, but the Court can fix a day in tlic future for that purpose . 1 

Before the amendment Of s. 391, in 1928, it was held by the High 
Court of Madras that a Magistrate had no power to suspend or postpone 
the execution of a sentence of whipping only, even in cases where such 
sentence was appealable (as where a second class Magistrate passed a 
.sentence of whipping only ). 2 This practically rendered the right of 
appeal nugatory. The Chief Court of Lower Burma, on the other hand, 
held that whenever a sentence of whipping was passed by a Magistrate, 
-against whose sentence an appeal lay, the Magistrate was bound to ask 
the prisoner whether he intended to appeal and if the prisoner said 
that he intended to do so, to suspend the execution of the sentence on 
“the analogy of S.391. 3 The addition of clause (a) to sub-s. (l) of S. 391 
now makes it clear that if the accused furnishes bail for his appearance, 
the sentence may be suspended for fifteen days or, if an appeal is made 
within that time, until after the sentence is confirmed. 

4. Postponement of whipping sentence when accused is 
under sentence of imprisonment in another trial. — The direction 
in this section, that the sentence shall be executed at such place and 

Section 390 — Note 2 

1. (’36) AIR 1936 Rang 485 (486, 487) : 38 Or. L. J. 33 : 14-jRang 625 (FB), Emperor 
v. Naci Pyu. 

Note 3 

1. (’28) AIR 1928 Bom 138 (138, 139) : 29 Cr.L.J. 573, Emperor v. Gopal Murgis. 
(A direction that whipping should be inflicted as soon as practicable is a proper 
order — 1897 Rat 906, held obsolete.) 

12. (’02) 26 Mad 465 (466) : 2 Weir 447, Meyyan v. Emperor. 

3. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Rul 310, Empress v. Chan Tha Aung. 

2Cr.l34. 


Section 390 
Notes 2-4 
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Section 390 time as the Court may direct, is intended for the case where the accused 
• Note $ is not already under another sentence and is not also at the same time 
sentenced to imprisonment. It, therefore, does not apply where he is 
already under another sentence of imprisonment. In such a case the 
Court should, when passing the order required by this section, follow 
the analogy of S. 391 (l) as far as may be. It cannot, therefore, postpone- 
a sentence of whipping only till after the accused has undergone a 
sentence of imprisonment in another case . 1 


Section 391 39 1 * ( 1 ) Wlien the accused — 

Execution of sentence ( Cl \ j s sentenced to whipping 
to imprisonment. only and furnishes hail to the 

satisfaction of the Court for his appearance at such 
time and place as the Court may direct, or 

(1) ) is sentenced to whipping in addition to- 

imprisonment, 

the whipping shall not he inflicted until fifteen 
days from the date of the sentence, or, if an appeal is 
made within that time, until the sentence is confirmed 
hy the Appellate Court, hut the whipping shall he 
inflicted as soon as practicable after the expiry of the 
fifteen days, or, in case of an appeal, as soon as 
practicable after the receipt of the order of the 
Appellate Court confirming the sentence. 

(2) The whipping shall he inflicted in the presence 
of the officer in charge of the jail, unless the Judge or 
Magistrate orders it to he inflicted in his own presence. 

(3) No accused person shall he sentenced to 
whipping in addition to imprisonment when the term 
of imprisonment to which he is sentenced is less than 
three months. 


* Code of 1898, original S. 391. 

Sub-sections (2) and (3) were the same ; sub-s. (1) ran as follows : 

391. (1) When the accused is sentenced to whipping in addition to ■ 
Execution of sentence im P risonment in a case wbich 5s subject to appeal, 
of wMmh o in addition the wbi PP in 6 sbn11 not be ^^ted until fifteen days- 
iiimSsmmcnt from thc date oi tbe sentence, or if an appeal is made 

^ ' within that time, until the sentence is confirmed by 

the Appellate Court, but the whipping shall be inflicted ns soon as practicable after 
the expiry of the fifteen days, or, in ense of an appeal, as soon as practicable.after ■ 
the receipt of the order of the Appellate Court confirming the sentence. 

1882 : S. 391; 1872 : Ss. 310, 311; 1861 — Nil. 


Note 4 

1. (1900-’02) 1 Low Bur Bui 53 (53), Empress v. Nga Po Eye. 
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Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. When accused is sentenced to 

whipping only. See S. 390 Note 2 
and S. 32. 

3. Execution of sentence of whip- 

ping only. See S. 390 Notes 3 
and 3a. 

4. When accused is sentenced to 

whipping in addition to impri- 
sonment. 


5. Postponement of the execution 

of sentence of whipping in 
addition to imprisonment. 

6. Double sentence of whipping. 

6a. Officer in charge of the jail. 

7. Whipping in addition to impri- 

sonment for less than three 
months — Sub-section (3). 


No provision for calling hack accused 
for whipping. See Note 5. 

Section 4 of Whipping Act, IV of 1909. 
See Note 4. 

Whipping before statutory period. See 
Note 5. 


Other Topics ( miscellaneous ) 


Whipping for separate offences. See 
Note 5. 

Whipping not executed within statutory 
time— Effect. Fee Note 5. 

Whipping to he executed immediately 
niter statutory period. See Note 5. 


i. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced in ISOS — Sub-section (3) was newly added. 
Changes introduced in 1023 — Clauses (a) and (b) of sub-s. (l) 
were substituted for the words “is sentenced to whipping in addition 
to imprisonment in a case which is subject- to appeal” by the Criminal 
Law Amendment Act, XII of 1923. 


2. When accused is sentenced to whipping only. — See Section 390, 
Note 2 and Section 32. 


3. Execution of sentence of whipping only. — See Section 390 
Notes 3 and 3a. 


4. When accused is sentenced to whipping in addition to 
imprisonment. — Whipping in addition to imprisonment can be 
inflicted under S. i of the Whipping Act, IV of 1909, in regard to the 
offences specified therein. 

Sections 3 and 4 of Act VI of 1SGI, which provided for the 
punishment of whipping being inflicted in addition to imprisonment 
on a second conviction for certain specified offences, have been repealed 
and the cases decided under them are now only of academic interest. 1 


Section 391 — Note 4 
1. ('69) 5 Mad H C B App i (i). 

(’72-92) 1872.92 Low Bur Bui 33G, Quccn-Emprcss v. Nga Po Sin. 

(1865) 4 Suth W B Cr 20 (20), Queen v. Amarul Sheikh. 

(’60) 1880 Pun Bo No. 39 Cr, p. 93 (93), Kotiri v. Empress. 

(’69) 12 Suth W B Cr 68 (G8) : 4 Beng L B App Cr, 5, Queen v. U do y Pulnaik. 
(’80) 1880 Pun Be No. 42 Cr, p. 99 (100), Empress v. Mansuhh. 

(’05) 2 Cri L Jour 105 (10G) : 2 A L J 173, Gajju v. Emperor. 

(’05.06) 3 Low Bur Bui 1G1 (102) (FB), King-Emperor v. Nga To. 

(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Bui 338, Quccn-Emprcss v. Abdul Majid. 

(1900) 13 C P L B 171 (171), Empress v. Shcoram. 

(’80) 1880 Pun Bo No. 41 Cr, p. 94 (9G), Empress v. Badha. 

(’85) 1885 Pun Bo No. 9 Cr, p. 20 (20), Empress v. Jliandu. 

(’85) 18S5 Pun Be No. 8 Cr, p, 19 (19), Empress v. Scwah. 

(’71) 15 Suth W B Cr 7 (7, 8): 6 Beng L B App 95, Queen v. Bunda Ali. 

(’92) 6 C P L B Cr 36 (37), Empress v. Padani Singh. 

('93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 310, Empress v. Nga Lu Gyi. 
j'71) 15 Suth W B Cr 52 (52), Queen v. Nuzce Nushyo. 

(’66) I860 Pun Be No. 54 Cr, p. 61 (62), Crown v. Goolab. 


Section 391 
Notes 1-4 
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Section 391 
Notes 5-5 


Under the provisions of the Act iv of 1909, whipping should he 
inflicted in cases where there is a certain amount of aggravation in 
the commission of the offence. Where an accused was convicted under 
S. 392, Penal Code, for an offence of robbery and sentenced to fine and 
whipping and in default of fine to imprisonment, the High Court set 
aside the sentence of whipping on the ground that the hurt caused 
in the course of the robbery was very slight . 13 Where a sentence of 
whipping only was legal, hut the combined sentence of whipping and 
imprisonment was passed and the former sentence was executed, the 
sentence of imprisonment was set aside in revision . 2 

5. Postponement of the execution of sentence of whipping 
in addition to imprisonment. — Whipping shall not he inflicted 
within fifteen days from the date of the sentence or until such time as 
the sentence is confirmed in appeal, if an appeal is preferred- within 
that time. There is no power vesting in Magistrates or Sessions Judges 
to postpone the execution of the sentence beyond the time. It has been 
held that it is imperative that a sentence of whipping in addition to 
imprisonment should he carried out immediately on the expiry of the 
fifteen days from the date on which it was passed unless an appeal he 
made within that time . 1 It cannot be postponed till after the term of 
imprisonment in addition to which whipping was given, has expired . 2 
Indeed it is illegal to order a sentence of whipping to be inflicted 
on the prisoner at the time of his release from the jail . 3 There is 
no provision of law under which an accused who has been released 
after having undergone his sentence of imprisonment could he called 
hack to undergo the sentence of whipping . 4 In such cases the sentence 
of whipping should he cancelled as having become inoperative . 5 . 

Where, again, an accused is sentenced on three separate convictions, 
first to a term of imprisonment, second to a certain number of lashes 
to he inflicted at the expiry of the period of imprisonment, and third 
to a term of imprisonment after whipping, the postponement of whipping 
to the expiry of the term of imprisonment under the first conviction 
is illegal and hence the second term of conviction will begin on the 
expiry of the first . 0 

la. (’22) AIR 1922 All 245 (246) : 44 All 538 : 23 Cr. L. J. 274, Badri Prasad v. 
Emperor. 

2. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Bui 362 (383), Crown v. Po Maung. 

Note 5 

1. (’78) 1878 Pun Be No. 31 Cr, p. 73 (74), Groton v. Banja. 

(’80) 1880 Pun Be No. 34 Cr, p. 81 (82), Empress v. Man. 

2. (’72) 1872 Bat 68 (68), Beg. v. Sheikh Eusen. 

(’80) 1880 Pun Be No. 34 Cr, p. 81 (82), Empress v. Man. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 78, Queen-Empress v. Nga Tun Tha, 

(’02) 4 Bom L B 929 (930), Emperor v. Jagannath Sagar. 

(’34) AIR 1934 Pat 551 (551) : 36 Cri L Jour 100, Emperor v. Bashbehari Singh. 

3. (’66) 1866 Pun Be No. 54 Cr, p. 61 (62), Grown v. Goolab. 

(’78) 1878 Pun Be No. 31 Cr, p. 73 (74), Grown v. Banja. 

(’80) 1880 Pun Be No. 34 Cr, p. 81 (S2), Empress v. Man. 

4. (’81) 1881 All W N 138 (138), Empress v. Jiwa Bam. 

5. (’73) 20 Sutli W B Cr 72 (73), Eurchandra Kulal v. Jafer Ali. 

6. (’71-74) 7 Mad HOB App xxix (xxx). 

(’86) 1886 Bat 300 (301), Queen-Empress v. Sagram. 
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A sentence of whipping not inflicted within the statutory period 
or within the period prescribed therefor, becomes inoperative. 7 

While Magistrates have no power to postpone the execution 
of sentence of whipping, they are also not entitled to inflict it 
before the expiry of the period specified in the section. Thus, whero a 
Magistrate of the first class convicted an accused of theft and sentenced 
him to one month’s rigorous imprisonment and twenty lashes, the 
District Magistrate took the case in revision and holding that whipping 
could not be added to imprisonment, directed the accused to be whipped 
and submitted the case for the orders of the Chief Court. The Chief 
Court held that the sentence being an appealable one to the Court of 
Session, the District Magistrate acted illegally in taking up the case in 
revision and directing the accused to bo whipped, before the expiry of 
the period allowed for appeal. 8 

Where, however, an accused is convicted of two offences for 
one of which ho is sentenced to imprisonment and for tho other to 
whipping, it is not open to the Magistrate to postpone the sentence 
of whipping on the ground that the accused has preferred an appeal 
against the sentence of imprisonment. 0 Before S. 390 wns nmended, it 
was not illegal to execute the sentence immediately when it was given 
as a separate sentence for a separate offence and not in addition to 
imprisonment. 10 See also section 85 Note 9. 

6. Double sentence of whipping. — Under tho Whipping Act 
of 1SG4 it was held that when a person, who 1ms boon previously 
convicted within the meaning of S. 4 of that Act, is convicted at one 
time of two or more offences, ho may bo punished with one but only 
one whipping in addition to any other punishment to which under 
S. 4G of the Code of Criminal Procedure he may be liable. 1 Tho said 
S. 4 has been repealed, but it is submitted that under this section also 
it would not be legal to pass a double sentence of whipping. Thus, 
where an accused wns convicted under Ss. 454 and SSO, Penal Code, and 
was sentenced to two years’ rigorous imprisonment and fifteen stripes 

[Sec also (’95) 1895 Eat 803 (804), Queen-Empress v. Bahia Sola. (Conviction 
for two offences at one trial, a term of imprisonment for each and whipping for 
the second, two sentences to be consecutive — Whipping ought not to be delayed 
until the expiry of the first term.)] 

7. (’81) 1 Weir 931 (931, 932). 

(’71) G Mad HCK App xxxviii (xxxviii). 

(’80) 1880 Pun Ec No. 34 Cr, p. 81 (82), Empress v. Man. 

[See (’78) 1878 Pun Eo No. 31 Cr, p. 73 (74), Crown v. Banja. 

(’GG) I860 Pun Eo No. 54 Cr p. Cl (G2), Crown v. Goolab.] 

[Out sec (’78) 1878 Eat 13G (136), Queen-Empress y. Mohadhu. (If through acci- 
dent, neglect or wilful breach of duty whipping is not inflicted at the statutory 
time it does not thereby become inoperative.)] 

8. (’02) 1902 Pun L E No. 45 Cr, p. 170 (172), Crown v. Bura. 

9. (’02) 4 Bom L R 436 (437), Emperor v. Jaiwant. 

10. (’78) 2 Weir 446 (447). 

Note 6 

1. (’68) 9 Suth W B Cr 41(49,50):BengLRSupVol.951(FB)Nassirv.C7mnc?c>\ 
(’68) 9 Suth W B Cr Cir 3 (4). 

(’70) 14 Suth W R Cri 7 (7), Buttan Bctva v. Btilmr. 

(’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 582, Empress v. Nga Paw Dun. 

[Sec also (’91) 5 C P L E Cr 23 (23), Empress v. Batiram.'] 
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2134 


MODE OP INFLICTING PUNISHMENT 


[CH.28. 


Section 391 
Notes 6-7 


Section 892 


for each of the offences, the High Court doubted if this double sentence 
of whipping was legal and altered the sentence to fifteen stripes for 
both the offences . 2 See also Note 4 to S. 392. 

6a, Officer in charge of the jail, — A Borstal Institution is not 
a jail under this section and therefore the superintendent thereof, 
is not an officer in charge of a jail and hence a sentence of whipping 
cannot be carried out in his presence . 1 

7. Whipping in addition to imprisonment for less than 
three months — Sub-section (3). — When the term of imprisonment 
to which the accused is sentenced is less than three months, it is illegal 
to award the sentence of whipping in addition to the imprisonment . 1 


392.* (1) In the case of a person of or oyer 
Mode of inflicting sixteen years of age whipping shall 
punishment. he inflicted witli a light rattan not 

less than half an inch in diameter, in such mode, and 
on such part of the person, as the Provincial Govern- 
ment a directs; and, in the case of a person under 
sixteen years of age, it shall he inflicted in such mode, 
and on such part of the person, and with such instru- 
ments, as the Provincial Government a directs. 

(2) In no case shall such x>unishment exceed 
Limit of number thirty stripes and, in the case of a 
of stripes. person under sixteen years of age, it 

shall not exceed fifteen stripes. 


a. Substituted by A. 0. for 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Mode of inflicting punishment 

on persons of or over sixteen 
years of age. 


Local Government.” 

Synopsis 

3. Mode of inflicting punishment 
on persons under sixteen years 
of age. 

4. Maximum sentence of whipping. 


Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Directions by various Provincial Govern- Double whipping. See Note 4. 
ments. See Notes 2 and 3, Stripes on hand — Illegal. See Note 2. 


1. Legislative changes. — Section 311 of the Code of 1S72 
corresponds to this section. Under that section, punishment of whipping 
was to be inflicted in the case of a person of or over sixteen years of age, 
“with such instrument, in such mode and on such part of the person 


* 1882 : S. 392; 1872 : S. 311; 1861— Nil. 

2. (’98) 1898 Eat 955 (955), Queen-Empress v. Dagdu Janaji. 

Note 6a 

1. (’36) ALE 1936 Bang 485(487,488) : 38 Cr.L. J.33 : 14 Bang 625 (FB), Emperor 
v, Nga Pyu. 

Note 7 

1. (’02) 2 Weir 447 (448), In re Subbian Ghetty. 

(’02) 4 Bom L B 436 (437), Emperor v. Jaiwant. 

(1900) 2 Bom L B 54 (55), Qtteen-Empress v. Bhica Trinibah . 
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as the Local Government directs” and in Hie case of a person under 
sixteen years of age, it was to be inflicted “in the way of school- 
discipline with a light rattan." It also limited the number of lashes 
to one hundred and fifty, if whipping was inflicted with the cat-of- 
nino-tails and to thirty if it was inflicted with a rattan. 

Section 302 of tho Code of ISS2 substituted the words "with a light 
rattan not less than half an inch in diameter,” for the words “with 
such instrument" and further enacted that in no case shall tho 
punishment of whipping exceed thirty stripes. Section 392 of the 
present Code has amended the portion relating to persons under sixteen 
years of age from "in the way of school-discipline with a light rattan" 
into “in such mode and on such part of the person and with such 
instrument ns tho Provincial Government directs” and s. 7 of Act IV 
-of 1909 has added "and, in tho case of a person under sixteen years of 
•age, it shall not exceed fifteen stripes” to sub-section (2). 

2. Mode of inflicting punishment on persons of or over 
•sixteen years of age. — The mode of inflicting tho said punishment 
and the part of tho body on which it is to be inflicted hnvo been 
left to ho determined by tho Provincial Government. The various 
Provincial Governments have provided ns follows in this behalf : 
Bengal : — The punishment of whipping should, in tho case of an 
adult, be inflicted on tho breech, with a rattan not exceeding half 
an inch in diameter: and on all occasions precautions should bo 
taken to prevent the blows from falling on any other part of tho 
person. (Wilkins, US.) 

Bombay : — In tho case of a person of sixteen years of ago, whipping 
shall, when inflicted in private, that is, within the precincts of 
prison, he inflicted on tho bare buttocks, and when inflicted in 
public, that is, without the precincts of prison, across tho baro- 
shoulders. (nom. G. B. No. GOS of 1S97.) 

Madras : — In tho case of a person of or over sixteen years of ago, 
the whipping is to bo inflicted on tho posterior and care is to he taken 
that the person undergoing the punishment is tied up to a triangle, 
or his immobility under punishment is othowiso secured — in order 
to preclude tho possibility of tho rattan falling on any other part of 
tho body. (Gaz. Not. No. - 1 , 1st Jan. 1SS3.) 

A thin cloth soaked in antiseptic should bo spread over 
prisoner's buttocks. 

Punjab : — (l) It is to bo inflicted on tbo buttocks with a rattan 
not more than four feet in length, and one and a half inches 
in circumference, not in public or in front of court-houses, but 
always within some walled enclosuro and in the presence of a 
Magistrate or tho Superintendent of tho jail, and when practicable, 
of a Medical Officer. (Punjab Bk. cir. vol.2 s. LV, p. 2G9). (2) Tho 
triangle should be hoarded on the side next to the offender, so as to 
prevent the possibility of the rattan curling round and touching the 
front or any other part of his person. (3) Tho punishment is nover 


Section 392 
Notes 1-2 



Section 392 
Notes 2-3 
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to be inflicted in public, or in front of cutchery, but always within 
some walled enclosure, either the jail, lock-up, treasury or any other 
convenient place, and in presence of a Magistrate, and, when practic- 
able, of a Medical Officer. Superintendents of jails have been invested 
by the Local Government with powers of a Magistrate of third class, 
with a view r to sentences of "whipping being executed in their presence. 
(Smyth 115. Gov. Beng., Feb. 29, 1861.) 

United Provinces of Agra and Oudh : — The whipping shall be 
inflicted on the buttocks with a light rattan half an inch in diameter. 
(G. 0. No. 1290, dated 12th May 189S.) 

Central Provinces : — In the case of a person of or over sixteen years 
of age, the rattan shall be applied to the hare posterior, the offender 
being tied to a triangle and a leather apron fastened round his waist, 
(c. P. Gaz. Not. No. 20, 4th January 1899.) 

See also the undermentioned case . 1 

Burma : — The punishment of whipping shall be inflicted with a 
light rattan on the breech in the w ? ay of school-discipline. (Burma 
Gaz. Not. No. 193, dated 1st July 1898, Part I. page 307.) 

It has been held illegal to inflict stripes on the hand . 2 

3. Mode of inflicting punishment on persons under sixteen 
years of age. — Under the Codes of 1872 and 1882 , as seen in Note i 
above, the whipping was to be inflicted “in the way of school- discipline, 
in the case of persons under sixteen years of age.” This phrase “in the 
■way of school-discipline” was held to connote the degree of severity 
with which the punishment was to be inflicted. 1 Now that phrase has 
been omitted and the Provincial Government is empowered to prescribe 
the mode of punishment. 2 The several Provincial Governments have 
provided as follows : 

Bombay : — In the case of a person under sixteen years of age, it shall 
be inflicted in private with a light rattan across the bare buttocks. 
Madras : — In the case of juvenile offenders, a lighter cane than that 
employed for persons of or above sixteen years of age, shall he 
employed, (g. o. No. 59, Judicial, dated 10th January 1893). 

Punjab : — In the case of a person under sixteen years of age, it shall 
be inflicted on the buttocks in the way of school-discipline with 
a rattan not more than half an inch in diameter. (Not. No. 677, dated 
16th May 1899 ; Punjab Gazette, 1899, part 1, p. 314.) 

Central Provinces : — The whipping shall be inflicted on the bare- 
buttocks or in the case of a boy under twelve, on the hands, at the 
discretion of the Magistrate. The instrument used shall be a rattan 
lighter than that used for adults ; and while the whipping is being 
administered, the prisoner shall be held, but not tied to a triangle or 

Section 392 — Note 2 

1. (’01) 14 G P L E Cr 64, Emperor v. Gulab Musalman. 

2. (’92) 5 G P L E Gr 31 (31), Empress v. Sada Qanda. 

Note 3 

1. (’92) 5 G P L E Cr 31 (31), Empress v. Sada Ganda. 

2. (’01) 14 G P L E Gr 64 (64), Emperor v. Gulab Mussulman. 
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in any other convenient way, ns the Magistrate or officer present 
may think fit. 

?. Maximum sentence of whipping. — All the Colics have 
limited the maximum number of stripes to ho inflicted with a rattan, 
to thirty. It is enacted that “in no case" shall this be exceeded. The 
question arises, if at the same time an accused is convicted of more 
than one offence, can ho be sentenced to more than one sentence of 
whipping ? Referring to s. -10 of the Criminal Procedure Code (in force 
at that time) Peacock, C. .T., said : 

“The Code of Criminal Procedure did not intend to allow two punishments 
of whipping to he inflicted nt the same time for two ofienee- - , of which an offender 
might bo convicted nt the same time.” 

His Lordship said in reference to the Whipping Act, VI of 16G4 : 

“I do not believe tlint it was intended to sanction such n cruelty as to allow 
a double flogging to be inflicted upon ft prisoner convicted of two oflcncos nt the 
same lime." 1 

The words "in no case” in the Codes of 1S72, 1882 and isos clearly 
show that at one time not more than thirty stripes should he inflicted 
and it has been so held 2 under these Codes. See also s. 391 Note C. 


393 .* No sentence of whipping shall he 
Not to be cxccu- executed by instalments: and none 

ted by instalments. n ,-t j* vi • ini 

Exemptions. of tne following persons sliall be 

punishable with whipping, namely : — 

(a) females; 

(1) ) males sentenced to death or to transportation, 
or to penal servitude, or to imprisonment 
for more than five years; 

(c) males whom the Court considers to he more 
than forty-five years of age. 


1. Execution of whipping by instalments. — Tho sentence 
of whipping is not to he executed by instalments. 1 Therefore, no 
enhancement of the sentence of whipping can ho mado in rovision after 
it has been executed, as it would amount to executing the sentence by 
instalments. Thus, where, an accused person convicted under S. 8S2, 
Penal Code, and sentenced to whipping was whipped and an application 


* 1882 : S. 393: 1872 : S. 312; 1861 — Nil. 


Note 4 

1. (’G8) 9 Suth W It Cr 41(49, 50}:Eeng L B Sup Vol.951(FB), Nassir v. Chundcr. 
(’GG) 18GG Tun Bo No. 82 Cr, p. 8G (87), Bamjus v. Soolchram. 

[See also (’70) 14 Suth W B Cr 7 (7), Ruttun Bcwa v. Buhur .] 

2. (’OG) 4 Cr. L. J. 281(281) : (190G) XJpp Bur Bui 47, Emperor v. Nga Po Kyaiu 
(’98) 1898 Bnt 955 (955), Quccn-Emprcss v. Dagdu Janaji. 

Section 393 — Note 1 

1. (’GG) 18GG Pun Be No. 82 Cr, p. 8G (87), Bamjus v. Soolchram. (Case under 
S. 11 of Act VI of 18G4.) 

(18G4) 3 Mad H C B App i (i). (Buling under S. 11 of Act VI of 18G4.) 


Section 392 
Notes 3-i 


Section 893 
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•Section 393 
Notes 1-2 


•was subsequently mado to the High Court for enhancement of the 
sentence, this section was hold to bar the awarding of any additional 
sentence of whipping . 2 

2. Persons exempted from being punished with whipping. 

— Section 7 of the Whipping Act, VI of 18G1, provided as follows : 

“No female shall be punished with the whipping nor shall any person 
who may be sentenced to death, or to transportation or to penal servitude, or to 
imprisonment for more than five years, be punished with whipping." 

This section has in addition to these persons exempted such males 
as the Com t considers to bo more than 45 years of age . 1 The Burma 
Whipping Act, viii of 1027, has extended the period of imprisonment 
from five to seven years for purposes of this exemption. Persons sen- 
tenced to transportation 1 ® or imprisonment 2 for seven years cannot be 
sentenced to whipping. Nor can women or persons under sentence of 
death bo so sentenced . 3 It is to be noted that the wording of this section 
“none of the following persons shall be punishable,” as compared with 
the words in S. 391, sub-s. (3), “shall be sentenced” refers to the execution 
of the sentence of whipping and not to its being passed . 4 However, a 
sentence, the execution of which is prohibited by law, is illegal and 
cannot be passed . 3 6 The word “sentenced,” in clause (b), it was argued, 
means “already sentenced” and does not refer to the sentence passed 
in combination with the sentence of whipping. This contention was 
rightly rejected 3 and it was held that the word must be understood in 
a general sense and if a person is sentenced for any period exceeding 
that fixed by the Act, whether in conviction in ono case, or more than 
one, he cannot be punished with whipping . 7 

2. (’91) 1891 Bat 537 (537), Queen-Empress v. Balu Nasir. 

[Sec (’92) G C P L R Cr 3G (37), Empress v. Padam Singh. (In this case the 
accused was convicted of theft.)] 

Note 2 

1. (’40) I L B (1910) Kar 477 (478), Emperor v. Achar Hamzo. (Provisions of 
Whipping Act and Criminal Procedure Code should be read together.) 

la. (’7G) 1 Mad 5G (5G, 57) : 2 Weir 448 (FB). 

(1S92-9G) 1 Upp Bur Bui 44 (44), Empress v. Nga Kan So. 

2. (’75) 23 Suth W B Cr 49 (49), Quern v. Poranmal. 

(’74) 21 Suth W B Cr 40 (40), Queen v. Esan Chundcr Deg. 

(’20) AIR 1920 Lah 364(3G7);1919 P.R.No. 30 Cr:21 Cr.L.J.30G, Alcbarv. Emperor. 

3. (’7G) 1 Mad 5G (56) : 2 Weir 448 (FB). 

4. (’20) AIR 1920 Lah 364 (3G7) : 1919 Pun Be No. 30 Cr : 21 Cr. L. J. 30G, 
Akbar v. Emperor, 

5. (’20) AIR 1920 Lah 361 (3G7) : 1919 Pun Be No. 30 Cr : 21 Cr. L. J. 30G, 
Akkar v. Emperor. 

6. (’30) AIR 1930 Bang 138 (139) : 7 Bang 7G9 : 31 Cr. L. J. 176, Nga Nyi Gyi 
v. Emperor, 

7. (’39) AIR 1939 Tosh 17 (20) : 40 Cr. L. J. GS1, Karim Shah v. Emperor. (The 
cumulative sentence of imprisonment of more than five years cannot be main- 
tained in the case of a person who has been ordered to undergo punishment of 
whipping and vice versa.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Lah 104 (106) : 39 Cr. L. J. 4, Nur Ilalii v. Emperor. (The Sec- 
tion applies even if the sentences aggregating more than five years imprisonment 
are passed in different cases.) 

(’76) 1 Mad 56 (57) : 2 Weir 448. (Seven years transportation for one ofience and 
whipping alone for another.) 

(’37) AIR 1937 Pesh 22 (23) : 38 Cr, L. J. 429, Sona Khan v. Emperor. (Whip- 
ping in addition to imprisonment for seven years — Order is against this section.) 
(’30) AIR 1930Rang 138(139): 7 Bang 769 : 31 Cr.L.J. 176, Nga Nyi Gyi v. Emperor. 
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. But in computing the maximum period of imprisonment under 
this section, the period of imprisonment to which a man has already 
been sentenced before the commission of the offence for which the 
sentence of whipping is passed cannot he taken into account. 9 


394 .* (1 ) The punishment of whipping shall 
whipping not to not he inflicted, unless a medical officer, 
offender 'noHn (it present, certifies, or, if there is not 

state of health. a medical officer present, unless it 
appears to the Magistrate or officer present, that the 
offender is in a fit state of health to undergo such 
punishment. 

( 2 ) If, during the execution of a sentence of 
stay of execution, whipping, a medical officer certifies, 
or it appears to the Magistrate or officer present, that 
the offender is not in a fit state of health to undergo 
the remainder of the sentence, the whipping shall he 
finally stopped. 

1 . Scope. — This section enacts that the sentence of whipping 
shall not be inflicted on an accused person unless a medical officer 
certifies, or in his absence, unless the Magistrate considers that the 
accused is in a fit state of health to undergo the punishment ; and it 
should be finally stopped, if, during the course of its execution, it is 
found that the accused is not in a fit state of health to undergo the 
rest of the punishment. “A man, though sentenced to whipping, is not 
to be whipped unless in a fit state to suffer that punishment. The 
whipping is not to be commenced if he is unfit to bear it at all, and 
then he is to be kept in custody till the Court can revise the sentence. 
But, if it be commenced, it is not to be continued longer than the 
man is fit to bear it, and when the man has had all he can bear (in 
the opinion of the medical officer), the executioner is to stay his hand, 
and the sentence has been fully satisfied; for, it cannot be executed by 
instalments.” 1 It may be noted that when a sentence of whipping has 
been executed in the presence of the Magistrate, Rule 287 of the Madras 
Criminal Rules of Practice, 1931, requires the Magistrate to record the 
fact of such execution. 

This section deals with the execution of a sentence of whipping 
which has been already passed. Where the question is whether such a 
sentence should be passed, it has been held that a Magistrate should 

* 1882 : S. 394; 1872 : S. 312, paras. 1 and 2; 1861— Nil. 

8. (’34) AIR 1934 Rang 58 (59, 60) : 12 Rang 404 : 35 Cr. L. J. 1027, Emperor v. 
Nga Nyi Nge. (AIR 1930 Bang 138, Disting.) 

Section 394 — Note 1 

1. (1864) 3 Mad H CR App i (i). (Ruling given under S. 11 of Act VI of 1864 
wherein the words used were “execution shall be stayed.”). 


Section 393 
Note 2 


Section 39$ 
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Section 39$ 
Notes 1-2 


Section 395 


not reject the punishment of 'whipping merely on the ground that the 
accused is too young and frail unless he has medical opinion in support 
of his own." 

2. Certificate of the medical officer. — The medical officer 
can under sub-s. (l) certify, before the sentence is inflicted, that the 
accused is, or is not, in a fit state of health to undergo the punish- 
ment and under sub-s. (2) he can certify, during the execution of 
the sentence, that the accused cannot bear the rest of it. But it has 
been held that he is not empowered to certify, before the whipping 
is commenced, that the accused is fit to receive only a part of the 
sentence. Thus, where, before the whipping was inflicted, the medical 
officer certified that the accused could bear only six out of twenty 
lashes ordered to be inflicted on him, it was held that (a) the medical 
officer not being authorized to grant such a certificate before the 
execution of the sentence, it was not a valid certificate under sub-s.(l), 
and (b) the certificate, not having been granted during execution, was 
not a proper certificate under sub-s. (2). Hence, the Magistrate’s action 
in inflicting six out of the twenty lashes and awarding three months’ 
rigorous imprisonment in lieu of the fourteen lashes that were not 
inflicted was illegal and the imprisonment was set aside. 1 In such a 
case as this the accused should have been kept in custody with a view 
to revising the sentence of whipping under section 395. 


395.* 00 I n any case in which, under sec- 
Procedurc if punishment tion 394, a sentence of whipping 

section 394. is, wholly or partially, prevented 

from being executed, the offender shall he kept in 
custody till the Court which passed the sentence can 
revise it; and the said Court may, at its discretion, 
either remit such sentence, or sentence the offender in 
lieu of whipping, or in lieu of so much of the sentence 
of whipping as was not executed, to imprisonment for 
anv term not exceeding twelve months, or to a fine 
not exceeding five hundred rupees, which may he in 
addition to any other punishment to which he may 
have been sentenced for the same offence. 

( 2 ) Nothing in this section shall he deemed to 
authorize any Court to inflict imprisonment for a 
term or a fine of an amount exceeding that to which 

* 1882 : S. 395; 1872 : S. 313; 1861— Nil. 

2. (’39) AIK 1939 Kang 383 (384) : 41 Cr.L. J. 22, TinHlaing Mg. v. The King. 

Note 2 

1. (’08) 7 Or. L. J. 5 (5, 6) : 31 Mad 84 : 17 M L J 555, In re Public Prosecutor, 
See also S. 395 Note 2. 
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the accused is liable by law, or that which the said 
■Court is competent to inflict. 


1. 

2 . 
3. 


Synopsis 


Legislative changes. 

Scope and object of the section. 
Court which passed the sentence. 


4. Power of revision of sentence. 

5. Solitary confinement. 


. Othcr'Topics ( miscellaneous) 


Absence of Magistrate — District Magis- 
trate can act. See Note 3. 

■Commutation of thirty stripes for 
twelve months’ imprisonment under 
S. 423 — No enhancement. See Note 2. 

Conclusion “ thirty stripes : Twelve 
months’ imprisonment”. — Wrong. See 
Note 2. 

Fine instead of whipping. See Note 4. 

No revision of illegal sentence. See 
Note 4. 


Revision by original Court after con- 
firmation in appeal. See Note 3. 

Revision of whipping if maximum sen- 
tence already given. Seo Note 4. 

Whipping and imprisonment in default 
— Illegal. See Note 4. 

Whipping stopped under illegal certifi- 
cate — Imprisonment illegal. See 
Note 2. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced in 1882 — 

tl) The words “ order the discharge of the offender ” in S. 313 of the 
Code of 1872 were substituted by the words “remit such sentence.” 

(2) The words “ to imprisonment for any period ” in S. 313 were 
substituted by the words “ to imprisonment for any period not 
exceeding twelve months .” 

(3) The words “ Provided that the whole period of imprisonment to 
which such offender is sentenced shall not exceed that to which he 
is liable by law, etc., ” were altered into “ Nothing in this section 
shall be deemed to authorize any Court to inflict imprisonment for 
a term exceeding that to which the accused is liable by law, etc. ” 


Amendments in 1923 — 

The words “or to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees," were 
added in sub-s. (l) between the words “ twelve months ” and “ -which 
may be, etc. ” and the w'ords “or a fine of an amount” ■were added in 
sub-s. (2) between the words “ for a term ” and “ exceeding that . . . . 
etc,” by the Code of Criminal Procedure (Amendment) Act, 18 of 1923. 


Section 39S 
Notes 1-2 


2. Scope and object of the section. — In cases where a sentence 
of whipping cannot be carried out at all, under sub-s. (l) of S. 394, 
because the accused is not in a fit state of health to undergo the 
punishment, or where it is carried out only in part, the accused not 
being in a state of health to undergo the rest of it , 1 this section requires 
the Court to keep the accused in custody with a view r to revise the 
sentence of whipping. The sentence of whipping can be revised (a) 
either by remitting it, or, (b) by sentencing the accused to imprisonment 
for a term not exceeding tw r elve months in lieu of whipping, or, (c) by 
imposing a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees. It cannot be said 

Section 395 — Note 2 

1. (’08) 7 Cr. L. J. 5 (5, 6):31 Mac! 84 (85):17 M L J 555, Inre Public Prosecutor. 

[See also (’69) 5 Mad H C R App i (i). (S. 12, Whipping Act, 1864, gives Magis- 
trate passing sentence of whipping the power to reserve full sentence of impri- 
sonment which ought to be imposed if whipping cannot be carried out.)) 
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Section 395 
Notes 2-Z 


that by reading S. 392, snb-s. (2) which fixes the maximum sentence of 
whipping at thirty stripes, with this section which fixes the maximum 
sentence of imprisonment that can be given in lieu of whipping at twelve 
months, that sentences of thirty stripes and twelve months’ rigorous 
imprisonment are of equal degree of severity. 2 But it may be taken that 
the Legislature regarded a sentence of twelve months’ imprisonment 
as the maximum sentence of imprisonment which could be substituted 
for whipping. Thus, it has been held by a Full Bench of the Rangoon 
High Court 3 that a substitute of 30 stripes for a sentence of one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment is not an “ enhancement ” within the meaning 
of s. 423, sub-s. (l) (b) . It has been seen in S. 394 that a medical officer 
cannot certify before the sentence of whipping is executed that the 
prisoner is in a fit state of health to undergo only a portion of the 
sentence. If such an illegal certificate is given and in pursuance of it 
the sentence is partially executed, the Magistrate is not entitled under 
this section to sentence the prisoner to imprisonment in lieu of the 
unexecuted portion of the sentence of whipping.' 1 

3. Court which passed the sentence It is -the Court that 

passsd the sentence of whipping that can revise it. 1 This power to 
revise the sentence is not taken away by the sentence being confirmed 
in appeal. 2 

The words “Court which passed the sentence” do not mean the 
same officer who passed the original sentence of whipping. The word 
“Court” is impersonal, and its use instead of the words “Magistrate or 
officer” lends support to this view. Indeed, to confine the power of 
revision to the particular officer who passed the sentence would, in 
many cases, make the section unworkable. It certainly cannot be 
the intention of the Legislature, that, if at the time the sentence of 
whipping is to be revised under this section, the particular officer who 
passed the sentence of whipping is not available, he being either dead 
or transferred, the accused should escape the commuted sentence under 
this section. It has consequently been held that when the Magistrate 
who passed the sentence of whipping is absent, the District Magistrate 
can be held to be “the Court which passed the sentence.” 3 

5. Power of revision of sentence, — As seen already, the 
sentence may either be remitted or imprisonment or fine inflicted in 

2. (’28) AIR 1928 Rang 265 (265) : 30 Cri L Jour 328, In rc Kyaing Nga Hmwc, 
[See also (’71) 15 Sutk W R Cr 7(8, 9), Queen v. Bunda Ali. (20 stripes are not 

equivalent to rigorous imprisonment for three months.) 

3. (’29) AIR 1929 Rang 177 (179) : 7 Rang 319 : 30 Cr. L. J. 986 (FB), Emperor 
y. Chit Pon. (Substitution of 25 stripes for sentence of nine months rigorous 
imprisonment or more or that of 20 stripes for six months or more is similarly 
not enhancement.) 

[Cut see (’28) AIR 1928 Rang 265 (265) : 30 Cri L Jour 328, In rc Kyaing Nga 
Hmwc .] 

4. (’OS) 7 Cr. L. J. 5 (5, 6) : 31 Mad 84 : 17 M L J 555, In re Public Prosecutor, 
See also S. 394 Note 2. 

Note 3 

1. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 50 (53, 54), Empress v, Chctu. 

2. (’89) 1889 Pun Re No. 10 Cr, p. 50 (53, 54), Empress v. Chetu. 

3. (’01) 1901 Pun Re No. 33 Cr, p. 96 (97, 98) : 1902 Pun L R No. 20, Chhajju v. 
Emperor, 
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lieu of it. The Court has, however, no power to take a bond under 
S. 562 from the accused in lieu of it.- 1 Before the amendment of this 
section in 1923, it was held that a sentence of fine cannot be passed in 
lieu of whipping. 13 Since the amendment, those cases are not good law 
and now fine not exceeding Es. 500 can he levied. 

The Court can remit the sentence altogether even though it is 
competent to inflict a term of imprisonment in lieu of whipping. 2 The 
•word “imprisonment” means a substantive sentence of imprisonment 
and not imprisonment in default of payment of fine. 3 Sub-section (2) 
enacts that where an accused is sentenced to whipping and imprison- 
ment and where in lieu of such whipping imprisonment is inflicted, 
the total term of imprisonment should not exceed that which the 
Court is competent to inflict. 4 Therefore, where imprisonment for 
the maximum period is inflicted in addition to whipping, the entire 
sentence of whipping should be remitted ; for, any further sentence of 
imprisonment w'ill be beyond the competency of the Court. 5 

Where the sentence of whipping that has been passed is illegal, 
as for example, on a person above forty-five years of age, the Magistrate 
is not competent to revise such illegal sentence. 5 The illegal sentence 
should be reported to the High Court for orders. But, where at the 
time the sentence of whipping is passed.it is ordered that if the sentence 
cannot be executed, the accused shall undergo imprisonment, it has 
been held that the conditional sentence of imprisonment is illegal and 
the Magistrate should act under this section. 7 

5. Solitary confinement. — When imprisonment in lieu of 
whipping is awarded, solitary confinement may be ordered, though 
it is not specifically mentioned in the section. 1 


396 .* ( 1 ) When sentence is passed under this 
Execution of sen- Code on an escaped convict, such 

tences on escaped j, i J 2 , • • 

convicts. sentence, if of death, fine or whipping, 

* 1882 : S. 396; 1872 : S. 316; 1861 : S. 47. 


• Note 4 

1. (’38) AIB 1938 Bang 218 (218) ; 39 Cri D Jour 707, King v. Ba Kytoay. 
la. (’89) II All 308 (309) : 1889 All W N 93, Queen-Empress v. Sheodin. 

(’92-96) 1 Upp Bur Bui 45 (45), Queen-Empress y. Nga E Aung. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Bui 202 (203), Crown v. Po Tint. 

2. (1900-02) 1 Low Bur Bui 202 (202), Croiun v. Po Tint. 

3. (’89) 11 All 308 (310) ; 1889 A W N 93, Queen-Empress v. Sheodin. 

4. (’98) 21 All 25 (26) : 1898 AWN 156, Queen-Empress v. Bam Baran Singh. 
(’01) 1901 Pun Be No. 11 Cr, p. 32 (33) : 1901 Pun L B No. 87, Croiun v. Barkat 

Ali. (21 All 25, followed.) 

(’79) 2 Weir 449 (449), In re Karat Ahamed. 

5. (’79) 2 Weir 449 (449), In re Karat Ahamed. 

(’01) 1901 Pun Be No. 11 Cr, p. 32(33) : 1901 Pun LB,No. 87, Croiunv. Barkat Ali* 
(’98) 21 All 25 (26) : 1898 AWN 156, Queen-Empress v. Bam Baran Singh. 

6. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 241, Queen v. Nga Pan Bon. 

7. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 631, Queen v. Nga Chein. 

• Note 5 

1. (’99) 1899 Pun Be No. 14 Cr, p. 38 (39), Queen-Empress v. Gaman. 

See also S. 32 Note 5. • 


Section 395> 
Notes 4-5 


Section 39fi 
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Section 396 
Note 1 


shall, subject to the provisions hereinbefore contained, 
take effect immediately, and, if of imprisonment, 
penal servitude or transportation, shall take effect 
according to the following rules, that is to say : — 

(2) If the new sentence is severer in its kind than 
the sentence which such convict was undergoing when 
he escaped, the new sentence shall take effect imme- 
diately. 

(3) When the new sentence is not severer in its 
kind than the sentence the convict was undergoing 
when he escaped, the new sentence shall take effect 
after he has suffered imprisonment, penal servitude 
or transportation, as the case may be, for a further 
period equal to that which, at the time of his escape, 
remained unexpired of his former sentence. 

Explanation. — For the purposes of this section — 

( a ) a sentence of transportation or penal servi- 
tude shall be deemed severer than a 
sentence of imprisonment ; 

(b) a sentence of imprisonment with solitary 
confinement shall be deemed severer than 
a sentence of the same description of im- 
prisonment without solitary confinement ; 
and 

(g) a sentence of rigorous imprisonment shall 
be deemed severer than a sentence of simple 
imprisonment with or without solitary 
confinement. 

Synopsis 

1. Legislative changes, 3. Sentence. 

2. Escaped convict. 4. Execution of sentence. 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 

Custody during trial — Not a convict. Imprisonment under S. 123 in default 
See Note 2. of security is sentence. See Note 2. 

, r, , NT n t rt 1 Place of trial for escaped convict. See 
■Criminal Circular Order No. 9 of Cal- ^ ^ 2 

cutta High Court. See Note 4. Sentence overlooked — Execution after 

Detention for security — Not imprison- discovery. See Note 4. 
ment— Conviction under S. 224,1. P. C„ Sentence under S. 224, 1. P. C., is addi- 
Illegal. See Note 2. tional and section applies. Sea Note 3. 

4. Legislative changes. — Section 31G of Actx of 1872 left it to 
the discretion of the Court to direct the sentence passed on an escaped 
convict to take effect immediately or after the expiration of the period 
of the imprisonment or transportation which the ’convict was under- 
going at the time of his escape. But S. 396 of the Code of ' 1882 and the 
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' present section enact — (a) that the sentence of death, fine or whipping 
passed on an escaped convict shall be executed immediately and (b) 
the sentence' of imprisonment, penal servitude or transportation shall 
he deferred or executed immediately, according as the new sentence is 
lighter or severer in quality than the sentence which the convict was 
undergoing at the time of his escape. 

2. Escaped convict. — The word “convict” shows that the case 
•of a person who escapes from custody while under trial is excluded 
from the operation of the section. There is a difference of opinion on 
the question if a person detained in custody for the purpose of giving 
security for good behaviour is not in custody for an offence though 
his detention may he' lawful. Some cases have held that it is not a 
“sentence” of imprisonment though the detention is lawful, and that 
his conviction under S.224, Penal Code, is illegal . 1 Other cases have 
held that the word “sentence” applies also to an order of imprison- 
ment passed under S. 123, in default of furnishing security . 2 It is sub- 
mitted that the former view is correct having regard to the use of the 
word convict. The place of trial under S. 224, Penal Code, for an escaped 
convict is the place from where ho escaped. Trial and conviction by a 
Magistrate of another district will be quashed . 3 

3. Sentence. — The punishment under s. 224, Penal Code, for 
escaping from lawful custody is to be in addition to the original 
sentence and the Court in passing such sentence must comply with the 
provisions of this section . 1 

$. Execution of sentence. — As far as the sentence of imprison- 
ment, transportation or penal servitude is concerned, the principle of 
this section is that the severer in kind of the two sentences shall take 
effect immediately and the lighter deferred. Thus, when a life-convict 
under sentence of transportation was convicted under S. 224 of the 
Penal Code and sentenced to four months’ rigorous imprisonment, it 
was held that it was illegal to give priority to the sentence of rigorous 
imprisonment as the transportation is a severer punishment than 
imprisonment . 1 Similarly, where an accused under sentence of trans- 
portation for seven years escaped from where he was confined before 
transportation, and was convicted and sentenced to two years’ rigorous 

Section 396 — • Note 2 

1. (’67) 3 Mad HCB App xxiii (xxiii). 

(’74) 7 Mad H C R App xli (xli) : 1 Weir 198. 

(’03-04) 2 Low Bur Bui 72 (75) (FB), King-Emperor v. Nga Po Thin, 

2. (’95) 1895 Bat 774 (774), Queen-Empress v. Pandit Kliandu. 

[See also (’04) 1 Cri L Jour 1114 (1114) : 6 Bom L B 1098, Emperor v. Durga 
Bahirav. (Case under S. 397.) 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 849 (849) : 87 Bom 178 : 17 I. C, 785, Emperor v. Vishnu 
Ballcrishna Ram. (Do.) 

(’08) 8 Cri L Jour 402 (402) : 31 Mad 515 (517), In re Joghi Kanigam. (Do.)] 

3. (1864) 1 Bom HCECr 139 (139), Reg. v. Dossa Sera. 

Note 3 

1. (’82) 1 Weir 203 (204), In re Cliinna Madahudamban. 

(’67) 8 Suth W B Cr S5 (86), Queen v. Dhoonda Bhooya. 

Note 4 

1. (’98) 1898 Bat 965 (965, 966), Queen v. Ilahadu Nagu. 


Section 396 
Notes 1-5 


2Cr.l35. 
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conviction is one of transportation, the 'Court may, 
in its discretion, direct that the latter sentence shall 
commence immediately, or at the expiration of 
the imprisonment to which he has been previously 
sentenced: 


Provided, further, that where a person who has 
been sentenced to imprisonment by an order under 
section 123 in default of furnishing security is, whilst 
undergoing such sentence, sentenced to imprisonment 
for an offence committed prior to the making of 
such order, the latter sentence shall commence 
immediately. 

Synopsis 


1. Legislative changes. 

2. Several sentences — Execution 

of. 

3. “Unless the Court directs . . . . 

concurrently with such previ- 
ous sentence.” 

3a. Whipping — Concurrent sen- 
tences of. Sec Note 12 to S. 35. 
3b. Imprisonment in default of pay- 
ment of fine if can be made 
concurrent. 

4. “Already undcrgoinga sentence 

of imprisonment,” etc. 

5. Order for imprisonment under 

S. 123 — Subsequent sentence 
for offence — Second proviso. 


6. Detention in civil prison if “sen- 

tence of imprisonment.” 

6a. Detention under Madras Bor- 
stal Schools Act if can be made 
consecutive. 

7. Effect of reversal of one of two 

sentences in appeal. 

8. Transportation — First proviso. 

9. Sentence cannot be ante-dated. 

10. Order as to commencement of 

sentence is not a judgment. 

11. Power of High Court to pass 

concurrent sentences. 


12. Appeal. ' 

Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Compared with S. 35. See Note 2. 
Ignorance of imprisonment and subse- 
quent discovery. See Note 8. 
Imprisonment in foreign territories. See 
Note 4. 

No order as to transportation during 
imprisonment — Effect. See Note 8. 
No transportation in default of fine. Sec 
Note 8. 

Order ns to commencement of sentences 

— Subsequent to delivery of judgment 

— Legal. See Note 10. 


Order under S. 123 subsequent to sen- 
tence for nnotlier offence. See Note 5. 

Section 04, 1. P. C. See Note 4. 

Security given under S. 108 — With- 
drawn after conviction for nnotlier 
offence — EfTect. See Note 4. 

Sentence of transportation for a second 
time. See Note 8. 

Sentences to be executed immediately. 
See Note 2. 

Several sentences same day. See Note 4. 

Subsequent sentence for offence commit- 
ted after order under S. 123. See Note 5. 


1. Legislative changes. 

Changes introduced in 1872 — 

There was no provision in the Code of 1861 as to how a sentence 
of transportation on an offender already undergoing a sentence of 
transportation, was to take effect. This was provided for in the Code 
of 1872, hut in other respects there was no difference between the two 
Codes. 


Changes introduced in 1882 — 

(l) The Code of 1872 referred only to sentences of imprisonment and 


Section 397 
Note 1 



Section 397 
Notes 1-3 
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transportation. The sentence of penal servitude was also added 
in 18 Q 2. 

(2) The proviso to S. HIT of the Code of 1872 was enacted as a separate 
section in is?2, namely S. "03. 

Changes introduced in JS9S — 

There were no changes introduced in 1308. 

Change* introduced hy Act XVIII of 1923 — 

(it Tin' words “unless previous sentence” were newly added. 

See Note 3. 

(2) The second proviso was newly added. See Note fi. 

2. Several sentences — Execution of. — The general principle 
is that sentences should take effect immediately on conviction and 
cannot lie postponed. 1 In cases, however, whore several sentences are 
parsed against the same person, the Code has enacted a different rule, 
namely, that pitch sentences should run consecutively; the one after 
the expiration of the other, unless the Court directs that they should 
run concurrently.- Section 35 enacts this rule, where a person is 
convicted at one trial of several offences and several sentences are given. 
This section enacts the rule, where a person already undergoing a 
sentence is sentenced to imprisonment, etc. 8 

3. “Unless the Court directs concurrently with such 

previous sentence." — Before the amendment of the Code in 1923, 
S. 3.7 enabled a Magistrate, in a caso where several sentences were passed 
at one trial, to order that the punishments shall run concurrently. 1 
But there was no such provision (except in one particular specified) in 
this section, and it was consequently held in eases not falling within 
S. 35 that the Court had no power to order that the sentences should 
run concurrently. 10 The addition of tiro words “unless the Court directs 

Section 397 — Note 2 

1. (’G9) 12 Snt li W P. Cr -17 (is): 3 lions; L K App Cr 50, In tie matter of Kir her. 
Scantier Bkuiiarhc.rj-'c. (Deputy Magistrate postponing execution of sentence, 
ponding appMl, on re west of accused illegal.) 

2. (1801) 1 Stull \V It Cr Cir 2 (2). 

(’78) 1878 Rat 132 (132). 

(’20) AIR 1920 All 211 (211) : 21 Cri L .Tour 393, Emperor v. Bhihhi. 

(’28) AIR 1928 Otulli 507 (508) : 30 Cri L .Tour -173, Ilarari Berta v. Emperor. 
[Sec nisi (’25) AIR 1925 Oml h 374(370) : 27 Outlli Cas 385:20 Cri L Tour 1112, 
Murli Brahman v. King. Emperor.) 

3. (’3G) 33 1’ L R 223 (223), Tilcmja Bam v. Emperor. 

(’10) 11 Cri Ij Tour 079 (G80) ; S Inti Gas 550 (Lah), Siteo Narnia v. Emperor. 

[Sec also (’70) 3 13cng Tj R App Cr 50(51): 12 Suth AV It Cr -17, In the matter of 
Kishcn Soonder Bhuilacharjcc. (S. -IS of l ho Code of 18G1 was hold to lie an 
exception to the rule that sentences begin to run from the moment they are passed.)] 

Note 3 

1. [See (’09) 18G9 Eat 19(19,20), Beg v. I’amchandra. (Court may direct (hat 
(her should run concurrently.)) 

(See also (’21) AIR 1921 All 12G(127):22 Cr.L.T. 520, Uarahh Narain v. Emperor.) 
In. (’09) 1809 Rat. 18 (IS). (Case under S. -18 of the Code of 1801.) 

(’21) AIR 1921 All 120 (127) : 22 Cri L Tour 520, llarahh Narain v. Emperor. 
(’8S) 1S38 Rat 391(391), Queen-Empress v. llari. (Case under first proviso which 
was already there in the Code of 1882.) 

(’73) 20 Suth W R Cr 70 (70), Queen v. Solrai Gowaltah. 

(’02) <1 Bom L R 870 (877), Emperor v. Tuharam llari. 
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that the subsequent sentence shall run concurrently with the previous 
sentence” by the amendment of 1923, now makes it clear that such 
orders are competent. 2 See also S. 35 Koto 10. 

3n. Whipping — Concurrent sentences of. — See Note 12 to Section 35. 

3b. Imprisonment in default of payment of fine if can be 
made concurrent. — Section 64 of the Penal Code lays down that a 
sentence of imprisonment in default of payment of fine should bo in 
excess of any other imprisonment to which the accused may lmvo been 
sentenced. This implies that a sentence of imprisonment in default is 
not a sentence of imprisonment within the meaning of S. 85 of tho 
Code 1 or of this section. 2 It has, therefore, been held in the under- 
mentioned cases, 3 decided under S. 35 that sentences of imprisonment 
in default cannot bo ordered to run concurrently. Following this view, 
tho High Court of Lahore 1 has held in a case coming under this section 
that it is illegal to make various sentences of imprisonment in default 
of payment of fine awarded in separate trials concurrent with each 
other. In Emperor v. Punjaji Lalaji, r ’ the High Court of Bombay 
has, however, held that tho word 'imprisonment' in this section 
includes imprisonment in default of payment of fine and that, therefore, 
where a person undergoing a sentence of imprisonment in default of 
payment of fine is sentenced to a substantive term of imprisonment, tho 


(’20) AIR 1920 All 211 (211) : 21 Cri L Jour 898, Emperor v. Bhikhi. 

(1900) 2 Bom L R 111 (112), Queen-Empress v. Bhagwandas Baidas. 

(’02) 15 C P L R Cr 57 (57), Emperor v. Buddhu. 

(’12) 13 Cri L Jour 3 (3) : 13 Ind Cns 109 (Lab), Emperor v. Ganda Singh. 

(’OS) 7 Cri L Jour 445 (445) : 4 Low Bur Rul 147, Emperor v. San E. 

(’03) 1903 Upp Bur Rul Cr P C 19 Nga Tok Gy i v. Emperor. 

(’09) 10 Cri L Jour 23G (237) : 2 Sind L R 23, Impcrator V. Khuda Bux. 

(’91) 1891 Rat 552 (553), Queen-Empress v. Mahomed. 

(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 4GG(467) : 15 I.C. 30G(Mad), Advocate-General v.Gavindasicamy. 
(’17) AIR 1917 Cal 41G (417) : 18 Cr.L.J. 410, Kamal Mandal v. King. Emperor. 
(’23) AIR 1923 Rang 197(193):1 Bang 30G:25 Cr.L.J. 85, Emperors. Nga Scin Bo. 
[See also (’94) 1891 Pun Ro No. 12 Cr, p. 38 (38, 39), Muzajjar v. Empress. 

(’8G) 188G Rat 300 (301), Queen-Empress v. Sagram Nalli. 

(’13) 14 Cri L Jour 240(240) : 19 Ind Cas33G(All), Mahbul Hussain v. Emperor. 
(’13) 11 Cri L Jour 388 (388) : 20 Ind Cns 212 (L B), Nga Pya v. Emperor .) 

Sec also S. 35 Note 10 nnd S, 240 Note 3. 

2. (’24) AIR 1924 Rnug 307 (308) : 25 Cr.L.J. 1310, Emperors. Nga Po Timing. 
(’2G) AIR 192G Nag 42G (429) : 27 Cri L Jour 807, Maliadco v. King-Emperor. 

[Rut see (’25) AIR 1925 Lali 334 (335) : 2G Cr.L.J. 731, Balan Singh v. Emperor. 
(The decision, it is submitted, is not correct — Tbo amendment of 1923 was 
apparently not brought to the notice of the Court.)] 

Note 3b 

1. (’2G) AIR 1926 Bom 62 (G2) : 27 Cri LJourlll, Emperor v. Subrao Scsharao. 

2. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 388(388) : ILR (1940) Lab 143, Emperor y.Chanan Singh. 

3. (’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 536 (53G) : 5 S L R 2G3 : 15 I.C. 808, Impcrator v. Akidullah. 
(’29) AIR 1929 Sind 179 (179) : 30 Cri L Jour 907, Emperor v. Gliulam Ahmed. 
(’26) AIR 1926 Bom G2 (62) : 27 Cri L Jour 111, Emperor v. Snhrao Scsharao. 

See also S. 35 Note 13. 

4. (’40) AIR 1940 Lab 388(389): ILR (1940) Lab 143, Emperor r.Chanan Singh. 

5. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 174 (176, 177) : 40 Cri L Jour 002 : ILR (1939) Bom 160. 
(Broomfield J., however, observed that it was doubtful if an order to make the 
subsequent substantive sentence run concurrently with tho previous term of 
imprisonment in default was legal — . It is difficult to understand this, in view 
of his Lordship's view clearly expressed, that the term imprisonment in this 
section includes imprisonment in default of payment of fine.) 
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latter sentence will begin to run only on the expiry of the imprisonment 
for default. 

5. “ Already undergoing a sentence of imprisonment,” etc. 

— A is sentenced on the same day to two separate terms of imprison- 
ment on two separate convictions. Can A be said, at the moment the 
second sentence is passed, to be undergoing a sentence of imprison- 
ment in respect of the first sentence ? It was held by the High Court 
of Allahabad, in a case arising before the amendment of 1923, that he 
cannot, the reason being that a person cannot be said to undergo a 
sentence of imprisonment until he is actually put in jail. 1 It was, 
however, held in the same case following the undermentioned ease la 
of the Bombay High Court that where several sentences were passed 
on the same day, they might be considered to have been passed at one 
trial within the meaning of s. 35 and that, therefore, the Court could 
order the sentences to run concurrently. The High Courts of Madras 
and Kangoon and the Judicial Commissioner's Court of Nagpur have, 
on the other hand held that a person sentenced to imprisonment must 
be deemed to be undergoing that imprisonment within the meaning of 
this section from the moment the sentence is passed and that, therefore, 
this section will apply . 2 

A person who has furnished security under S. 108 of the Code 
and is subsequently convicted under S. 500 of the Penal Code, cannot 
be said to be undergoing any sentence of imprisonment at the time 
the sentence under s. 500 is passed, though after such conviction the 
accused withdraws his security and is consequently committed to 
prison . 3 

A person undergoing a sentence of imprisonment in a foreign 
territory will, for the purposes of this section, be considered to be 
“undergoing the sentence” and consequently, a Magistrate is competent 
to direct that a sentence passed by him should commence after the 
expiration of the sentence which the accused is undergoing in the 
foreign territory ." 1 

S. Order for imprisonment under section 123— Subsequent 
sentence for offence — Second proviso. — Before the addition of the 

Note 4 

1. (’18) AIR 1918 Ail 303 (303) : 19 Cri L Jour 207, Makhan v. Emperor. 

la. (’ll) 12 Ori L Jour 241 (241) : 10 Ind Cas769 (769) (Bom), Emperor v. Maho- 
med Isaf Habib. (In this case the offences could have been joined together under 
S. 234 of the Code.) 

2. (’91) 2 Weir 451 (451, 452), In re Muthusami Goundan. (Case before 1923 — 
Sentences held only to run consecutively.) 

(’24) AIR 1924 Rang 307 (308) : 25 Cri L Jour 1310, Emperor x.Nga PoThaung. 

(Case under the amended section — Sentences could be directed to run concurrently.) 
(’26) AIR 1926 Nag 426 (429) : 27 Cri L Jour 807, Mahadeo v. Emperor. (Do.) 
[See (’35) AIR 1935 Rang 456 (458) : 37 Cri L Jour 217, N. N. Burjorjee v. 
Emperor. (But sentences should not be ordered to run concurrently, where the 
oSences are totally unconnected with each other.)] 

3. (’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 56 (57) : 25 Oudh Cas 249 : 24 Cri L Jour 577, Ganesh 
Shankar Yidyarathi v. King-Emperor. 

4. (’97) 20 Mad 444 (444) : 2 Weir 452, Queen-Empress v. Yenkatarama Jetti, 
(Prisoner undergoing sentence of imprisonment in Mysore.) 

[See (’88) 1888 Rat 391 (391), Queen-Empress v. Bhika. (Case under 1st proviso.) 
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second proviso to this section in 1923, thorc was a difference of opinions 
as to whether an order for commitment to prison under S. 123 in 
default of furnishing security was a sentence of imprisonment within 
the meaning of this section. On tho one hand, it was held that it was 
not 1 and that the subsequent sentence could not, therefore, under this 
section, bo postponed till after tho expiry of tho imprisonment ordered 
under S. 123. 2 The High Court of Allahabad held, on tho other hand, 
that a commitment under S. 123 is a sentence of imprisonment within 
the meaning of this section and that, consequently, the subsequent 
sentence for an offence would, under this section, commence after tho 
expiry of the imprisonment under S. 123. 3 By the addition, in 1923, of 
the second proviso to this section and tho use therein of the words 
"sentenced to imprisonment by an order under s. 123," tho Legislature 
has adopted the view of the Allahabad nigh Court that tho words 
"sentence of imprisonment” include an order for commitment to 
prison under s. 123 J but has enacted that, where tho subsequent 
sentence is for an offence committed prior to the order under S. 123, 


Note 5 

1. (’10) AIR 191G Pat 1S2 (182) : 17 Cri L Jour 523 : 1 1'at L Jour 212, Mara- 
bandar v. Emperor. 

(’ll) AIR 1914 Sind 22 (22) : 7 Sind L 11203: 15 Cr.R.J, 592, Emperors, Gliulam. 
<*12) 13 Cr. L. .T. 189 (189, 190) : 8 Nag L R 20 : 13 I. C. 1003, Emperor v. Lckria. 
(’01) 1 Cri L Jour 1000 (1090) : 27 Mad 525, Emperor v. Muthukomaran, 

(’03) 2 Weir 152 (152), In re Vcnkatigadu. 

(1900-02) 1 Low Bur Rul 11 (15), Queen-Empress v. Nga Kynn. 

(’12) 17 I. C. 785 (785) : 13 Cr. L. J. 819 (Bom), Emperor v. Vishnu Balhrishna. 
(’03.01) 2 Low Bur Rul 72 (75, 70) (FB), King.Emperor v. Nga Po Thin. (Thir- 
Icoll White, C. .T., dissenting.) 

[Hut see (’95) 1895 Rat 771 (771), Queen-Empress v. Pandu.) 

2. (’92-9G) 1 Upp Bur Bui 1G (10), Queen-Empress v. Nga So. 

(’01) 1 Cri L Jour 1111 (1111) : G Bom L II 1093, Emperor v. Durga Bahirav. 
(’03) 2 Weir 152 (153), In re VcnkaUgadu. 

(’21) AIR 1921 Sind 90 (9G,97) : 15 S L It 205 : 23 Cr.L.J. 255, Sukhoi v. Emperor. 
(’12) 13 Cr.L.J. 819 (819):37 13om 17S:17IC7S5, Emperors. Vishnu Balakrislina. 
-(’10) 11 Cri Ij Jour 15 (15): 3 Sind L R 111: 1 I C G03, Emperor v. Pandhi. 

(’OS) 8 Cri L Jour 102 (102): 31 Mad 515: 1 M L T 223, In re Joghi Kannigan. 
(’10) 11 Cri L Jour 271 (271): 31 Bom 32G: SIC 8G1, Emperor v. Arjttn Avtbo. 
(’98) 1898 Rat 970 (971), Queen-Empress v. Tulshya Bahirti. 

(’95) 1S95 Pun Re No. 11 Cr, p. 15 (10, 17), Queen-Empress v. Divancliand. 
(’72-92) 1872-92 Low Bur Bui 3G1 (3G5), Quccn-Emprcss v, Nga Shtoc Byo. 

[Sec (’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 159(159) : 17 Cr.L.J. 180, Shin Taung v. Emperor. 
(Person detained in civil prison is not undergoing sentence of imprisonment.)] 
[See also (’19) AIR 1919 Lali 130 (13G) : 20 Cri L Jour 31G, Emperor v. Chet 
Singh. (Sentence under S. 170, Penal Code should commence at once according 
to the Punjab Jaii Manual, 191G, R. 1G1 (2).) 

(’10) AIR 191G Mad 1111 (1111) : 1G Cri L Jour G22, In re Pichari Anthu. 

(’15) AIR 1915 Mad 587 (587) : 1G Cri L Jour 137, In rc Eamudu. 

(’03) 5 Bom L R 2G (27), Emperor v. Kanji Jap Singh. 

(’23) AIR 1923 Oudh 5G (57): 25 Oudh Cns 219: 21 Cr.L.J. 577, Ganesh Shankar 
Vidyarthi v. King-Emperor. (I'or application of S. 397, accused should linvo 
been undergoing sentence of imprisonment on the dato on which he is convicted 
of substantive oftencc.) 

(’75) 21 Suth W R Cr 13 (11), Queen s.Shona Bagcc. (When conviction of offence 
is contemporaneous with order for security for good behaviour, tho sentence for 
substantive offence is to bo first carried out.)] 

3. (’08) 7 Cri L Jour 127 (130, 131, 132): 30 All 331 (310, 342): 5 A L J 318 (FB), 
Emperor v. Tula Khan. 

4. (’31) AIR 1931 Rang 127 (129):9 Rang 110: 32 Cr.L.J. 714 (FB), In rc Nga Pyc. 
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such sentence should commence immediately . 4a 

Where the subsequent sentence is for an offence committed after 
the order under S. 123, this proviso has no application. In such cases 
the first paragraph of this section 'will come into operation and the 
subsequent sentence will run after the expiry of the sentence under 
S. 123 unless the Court directs that they shall run concurrently. 6 The 
proviso will not also apply where the order under section 123 is passed 
subsequent to a sentence of imprisonment for an offence and, in such 
cases also, it is submitted, the first paragraph of this section applies 
and the sentences will run only consecutively. A contrary view has,, 
however, been taken by a Full Bench of the Judicial Commissioner’s 
Court of Sind.® 0 In that case x was sentenced to imprisonment for an 
offence, after the date of an order for security and before the date fixed 
for furnishing security. On failure to furnish security on the latter 
date an order under s. 123 was not passed but was suspended until the 
expiry of the sentence for the offence. It was held by their Lordships,. 
firstly, that the order under S. 123 could not be suspended and secondly , 
the imprisonment under s. 123 would run concurrently with the 
previous imprisonment. As has been seen before, this latter view is not 
correct. Where after an order for security was passed X was convicted 
of an offence and sentenced to imprisonment and thereafter an order- 
under S. 123 for imprisonment was passed for default of security, it- 
was held by the High Court of Bombay that the order under s. 123. 
should not have been passed on a later date at all and that on the- 
assumption that the order under S. 123 was on the date of the order for 
security as it should have been, the subsequent sentence for the 
offence ran concurrently with the former. 0 

When the sentence for the offence is fine, S. G4 of the Penal Code- 
requires that any imprisonment in default of the payment of fine- 
should be in excess of any other imprisonment to which the accused- 
may be sentenced. Hence, in such cases, even though the offence in 
question may have been committed prior to the passing of the order- 
under S. 123, the effect of S.G4 of the Penal Code would be to postpone 
the imprisonment in default of fine till the expiration of the imprison- 
ment in default of security. 7 

6. Detention in civil prison, if “sentence of imprisonment.” 

— The detention in civil prison is not a sentence of imprisonment 
within the meaning of this section. Where therefore a person under- 
going detention in a civil jail is convicted of an offence and sentenced 
to a term of imprisonment, this section has no application and the- 
sentence will commence, under the general principle of law, from the 

4a. (’33) AIR 1933 Oudh 381 (381) : 34 Ori L Jour 1152, Emperor v. Jagmohan. 

5. (’31) AIR 1931 Rang 127 (128, 129) : 9 Rang 110: 32 Cr. L. J. 714 (FB), In re 
Eg a Eye. 

5a. (’26) AIR 1926 Sind 273 (275) : 20 Sind L R 163 : 27 Cri L Jour 865 (FB), 
Emperor v. Ahmed. 

6. (’27) AIR 1927 Bom G57 (657): 28 Cr.L.J. 652, Emperor v. Aha Farid Bargir. 

7. (’32) AIR 1932 Rang 50 (51): 9 Rang 612: 33 Cr.L.J. 174, Emperor v. Nan E. . 
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date of the order . 1 

6a. Detention under Madras Borstal Schools Act, if can be 
made consecutive. — This section does not apply to sentences of 
detention under S. S of the Madras Borstal Schools Act. Consequently, 
a direction in a case that the sentence of detention should commence 
after the expiration of the previous sentence of detention is illegal . 1 

7. Effect of reversal of one of two sentences in appeal. — 

Where X is convicted and sentenced to imprisonment first in one case 
and subsequently in another, and the former conviction is reversed in 
appeal, it has been held by the High Court of Bombay that the second 
sentence will commence from the date of such reversal . 1 According to 
the High Court of Madras, the sentence already undergone in respect 
of the conviction which was set aside should he reckoned as imprison- 
ment in the second conviction . 2 The Judicial Commissioner’s Court 
of Sind has held that the second sentence will commence only on the 
date of the acquittal in appeal in respect of the first conviction, but 
that the High Court has power under S.439 of the Code, to reduce, 
on equitable considerations, the second sentence by the period of 
imprisonment already undergone by the accused . 3 

8. Transportation — First proviso. — Where an accused who 
is already undergoing a sentence of imprisonment is sentenced to 
transportation, the Court has got a discretion under the first proviso 

v to direct the sentence of transportation to commence immediately or 
after the expiration of the sentence of imprisonment . 1 If no order 
is made directing it to commence immediately, the sentence of 
transportation will commence only after the expiry of the sentence of 
imprisonment . 2 Where, however, at the time the sentence of trans- 
portation is passed, the Magistrate is ignorant of the previous sentence 
of imprisonment, an order directing the sentence of transportation to 
commence immediately can be made later on . 3 By the amendment 
of sub-s.(l) this discretion has been given even in the case of a 
subsequent sentence of imprisonment or penal servitude. The first 
proviso, therefore, appears to be redundant and unnecessary. Where 

i a person already sentenced to transportation for life is for the second 


Note 6 

1. (’17) AIR 1917 Low Bur 159 (159) : 17 Or. L. J. 480, Shin Tauntj y. Emperor. 
(Subsequent imprisonment under the Prisons Act.) 

(’25) AIR 1925 Rang 202 (203):3 Rang 93:26 Cr.L.J, 821, Emperor v. Ma Elia Gyi, 

Note 6a 

1. (’38) AIR 1938 Mad 613 (614) : 39 Cr. L. J. 795, In re Public Prosecutor. 

Note 7 

1. (’79) 1879 Rat 139 (139). 

(’90) 1890 Rat 523 (523), Queen-Empress v. Khandu. 

2. (’79) 2 Weir 450 (450). 

3. (’32) AIR 1932 Sind 159 (160) : 34 Cr. L. J. 24, Emperor v. Koural Shall. 

Note 8 ■ 

1. (’02) 2 Weir 453 (453), In re Pattayil Kooru. 

(’09) 10 Cr. L. J. 236 (237) : 2 Sind L R 23, Imperator v. Khuda Bux, 

2. (’88) 1888 Rat 391 (391), Queen-Empress v. Bliilca. 

3. (’88) 1888 Rat 391 (391), Queen-Empress v. Bhilca. 
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time sentenced to transportation, this section has been held not to 
apply though, for purposes of calculation, a sentence of transportation 
for life is reckoned as 20 years. 4 It may he noted, in passing, that 
transportation cannot be ordered in default of payment of fine. 5 

9. Sentence oannot be ante-dated. — A sentence cannot be 
made to operate from a date prior to the date on which the sentence 
was passed. Thus, where a prisoner was arrested on 27-1-1931 and was 
convicted and sentenced on 8-4-1931, it was held that the sentence could 
not be made to run from 27-1- 1931. 1 

40. Order as to commencement of sentence is not a judg- 
ment. — An order made by a Court under this section as to the 
commencement of sentences is not a part of its judgment and may, 
therefore, he made after the judgment is signed. 1 

11. Power of High Court to pass concurrent sentences. — 

The High Court has power, under this section, to pass concurrent 
sentences in the same manner as the Court which originally passes the 
sentences. 1 

12. Appeal. — Where an accused is sentenced to concurrent 
terms of imprisonment, no one of which alone is appealable, he is 
not entitled to appeal against them collectively. 1 Likewise when an 
Assistant Sessions Judge sentences an accused to imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding four years, under each of two sections of the Penal 
Code, directing the sentences to run concurrently, an appeal lies to the 
Sessions Court and not to the High Court. 2 


3 98.* ( 1 ) Nothing in section B96 or section 397 

sections^ “396 held to excuse any person from 

and 397. any part of the punishment to which he 
is liable upon his former or subsequent conviction. 


1898 : S. 398, sub-section (1); 1882 : S. 398; 1872 : S. 317, proviso; 

1861 ; S. 48, proviso. 


4. (’93-1900) 1893-1900 Low Bur Bui 13, Nga Tha Byit v. Queen-Empress. 

5. (’80) 1880 Pun Be No. 17 Cr, p. 29 (30), Empress v. Nuran. 

See also S. 31 Note 4 and S. 33 Note 5. 

Note 9 

L (’33) AIR 1933 Bang 28 (28) : 34 Cr. L. J. 447, Emperor v. Nga Po Min. 

Note 10 

1. (’88) 1888 Bat 391 (391), Queen-Empress v.Bhika. 

Note II 

1. (’29) AIB 1929 All 5S5 (585): 51 All 888: 30 Cr. L. J. 904, Sis Bam v. Emperor. 
(’31) AIB 1931 Bom 529 (529) : 33 Cr. L. J. 77, Nagappa v. Emperor. 

See also S. 423 Note 36. 

Note 12 

1. (’13) 14 Cr. L. J. 254 (254, 255) : 19 Ind Cas 510 : 40 Cal 631, Asis Sheileh v. 
Emperor. 

(’12) 17 Ind Cas 531 (532) : 13 Cr. L. J. 787 (Cal), Sulcnandan Singh v. Emperor. 
[But see (’12) 17 Ind Cas 813(813): 13 Cr.L.J. 877 (Cal), Abdul Khalekv. Emperor.] 

2. (’16) AIB 1916 Cal 464 (464) : 17 Cr. L. J. 266, Lakliimi Bam v. Emperor. 
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(2) When an award of imprisonment in default of 
payment of a fine is annexed to a substantive sentence 
of imprisonment, or to a sentence of transportation 
or penal servitude for an offence punishable with 
imprisonment, and the person undergoing the sentence 
is after its execution to undergo a further substantive 
sentence, or further substantive sentences of imprison- 
ment, transportation or penal servitude, effect shall 
not be given to the award of imprisonment in default 
of payment of the fine until the person has undergone 
the further sentence or sentences. 

1. Scope of the section. — This section provides that no person 
will be excused from undergoing any part of the punishment to which 
he is liable under former or subsequent convictions . 1 

Where an accused was convicted under s. 447, Penal Code, and 
sentenced to undergo rigorous imprisonment for three months and a 
fine, in default of payment of which he was sentenced to imprisonment 
for twenty days and the substantive sentence was by some mistake 
overlooked with the result that the accused served only the sentence 
of imprisonment in default of payment of fine, and was released, it was 
held that the accused could be re-arrested and sent to jail to serve the 
substantive sentence and the substantive sentence could be directed to 
begin from the date of his re-arrest . 2 

2. Sub-section (2). — This sub-section was first introduced in the 
Code of 1893. It supersedes the view held in the undermentioned case 1 
that where a convict is imprisoned under two warrants which order 
consecutive punishments, the first warrant should be completely 
executed, both in respect of the substantive sentence of imprisonment 
and the imprisonment in default of fine, before any effect is given to 
the second warrant. Where a person is already undergoing a sentence 
of imprisonment in default of payment of fine when a substantive 
sentence of imprisonment is passed against him, an order directing that 
the subsequent sentence should take effect immediately and that the 
unexpired portion of the prior sentence should begin to run on the 
expiry of the subsequent sentence, is not justified under this sub-section. 
The reason is that this sub-section only provides for the postponement 
of the imprisonment in default and not for its interruption . 2 


Section 398 — Note 1 

1. (’03) 2 Weir 453 (453), In rc Patlayil Kooru. 

(’94) 1894 Pun Re No. 12 Cr, p. 3S (39), Mtizaffar v. Empress. 

2. (’97-01) 1 Upp Bur Rul 89 (89, 90), King-Emperor v. Ngwc Gaing. 

Note 2 

1. (’7S) 1S78 Rat 132 (132). 

2. (’39) AIR 1939 Bom 174 (17G, 177) : 40 Cri L Jour 602 : ILR (1939) Bom ICO, 
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309.* W When any person under the age 
Confinement of 0 f fifteen years is sentenced by any 

in reformatories. uriminal Court to imprisonment tor 
any offence, the Court may direct that such person, 
instead of being imprisoned in a criminal jail, shall 
be confined in any reformatory established by the 
Provincial Government* as a fit place for cofinement, 
in which there are means of suitable discipline and of 
training in some branch of useful industry or which 
is kept by a person willing to obey such rules as the 
Provincial Government* prescribes with regard to the 
discipline and training of persons confined therein. 

(2) All persons confined under this section shall 
be subject to the rules so prescribed. 

(3) This section shall not apply to any place in 
which the .Reformatory Schools Act, 1897, is for the 
time being in force. 

n. Substituted by A. 0. for “Local Government.” 


1. Scope of the section. 

2. “Under the age of fifteen 

years.” 

3. “ Is sentenced to imprisonment.” 

4. “May direct.” 


“Instead of being imprisoned.” 

6. Sub-section (3). 

7. “ Imprisonment.” 

8. Revision. 
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Other Topics (miscellaneous) 


Act Yin of 1897 — Reformatory Schools 
Act. See Notes 8, 1, 3, 5 nnd G. 

Comparison with S. 5G2. See Note 1. 

Detention is not sentence — Suspension 
of sentence does not prevent detention. 
See Note 4. 

Inquiry as to age. See Note 2, 

Grounds for sending to reformatory 
school. See Note 4. 


Period of detention. See Note 5. 

Points not to be considered. See Note 3. 

Procedure. See Note 3. 

Section 31 of Act YIII of 1897 — Powers 
under. See Note 4. 

Sentences not coming under this sec- 
tion. See Note 3. 


1. Scope of the section. — This section may be compared with 

S. 562. The points of difference are as follows : 

(1) This section applies to offenders below the age of 15 years, while 
S. 562 applies to all offenders. 

(2) Under this section the offender need not be a first offender, whereas 
under S. 562 the offender must be a first offender. 

(3) In order that this section may apply, the offender must be sentenced 
to imprisonment . 1 Under S. 562, the Court may, instead of sentenc- 
ing him , release him on probation. 


* 1882 : S. 399; 1872 ; S. 318; 1861 ; S. 433. 
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1. (’82) 1882 Rat 180 (180), Queen-Empress v. Bavji. 



